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THE 




R E F A C E. 





N an age of fcience, like the prefent, when the 

importance of hiftorical knowledge is clearly underftood, 
it becomes needlefs to expatiate on its peculiar advantages. 
Several hiftories of the United States have been already 
publilhed ; the annals of England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales, have been faithfully delineated ; philofophers, men 
of erudition, men of genius, and men of labour, have fuc- 
ceffively exerted their talents on a fubjecl: that affords 

ample fcope for the demonftration of their refpe&ive abi- 
lities— the eaftern and weftern parts of the globe have had 
their feparate hiftorians : fcarcely a kingdom or petty ftate 
in the north or fouth of Europe, but has engaged the at- 
tention of fome able writer; while France, alone, has 
efcaped the notice of all Englifli authors. 
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Wften we confider the very powerful inducements to 
the compofition of a History of France, we are naturally 
led to conclude, that the extreme difficulty, attending a 
talk fo laborious, has alone proved fufficient to prevent the 
publication of fo defirable a Work. It is undoubtedly true, 
that, either to an American or an Englifhman, no hiflory, 
if we except that of his own country, can prove fo highly 
inteiefting and inftrucKve as the Hiftory of France. It 
is, indeed, fo immediately connected with that of the 
United States, and likewife with that of England, that 'an 
adequate knowledge of either 'of the latter cannot poffibly 
be acquired without an intimate acquaintance with the 
former; hence the Englifh hiftorian is frequently com- 
pelled to take a curfory view of the fituation of affairs in 
that country ; but his view is neceffarily fo contracted as 



prove unfatisfaclory to himfelf, and 



than gratify, the curiofity of his readers. It muff not be 



forgotten, that a province of France gave a monarch to 
England, where the law T s and language of its conqueror long 
prevailed ; and have, ever fmce, retained no inconfiderable 
influence. For ages their rival in arts as in arms, to France 
are they indebted for numerous improvements, of great 
national utility. In her annals may be difcovered the origin 
of many cuiioms and manners, that they {till cheriih and 
refpect ; and to her may be traced many of thofe fentiments, 
and many of thofe principles, which, for a long time, dig- 
nified and diftinguimed them among the nations of Europe. 

In fhort, fire may juftly be termed — Gentis incunabula 
nqflrce. 



V 



>- ; Gonfide.rations of this magnitude muft operate with 
irrefiftible- force on the inquifitive raind, and lead it to ex- 
plore thofe copious fources of information, that are; pecu 
liarly calculated to enlarge the circle of its knowledge. 




give a more liberal and expanfive fcope to its ideas. 

;In : the prefent Hiftory, we- mean to. give, not . merely 



the Annals of the different Sovereigns, but thofe of the 



Nation -they: governed; to join the riames of fuch heroes as 
have extended the limits of their country, with thofe 



of fuch men of fuperior genius, as have enlightened its 




in fhort, it is our intention to give an im- 




partial account of its victories and its conqueffs, and an 
ample and interfiling detail of its .rhanners > its lawSj. and its 
cuftoms. 



The attention beftowed on each particular objecl; will 
be proportioned to the degree of amufement or inftruction 
which it is capable of affording: we fhall be careful, 
however, to notice the commencement of all fmgular and 
curious cuftoms ; the principles of the coftftitution ; the 



true fources and various foundations of the laws; the origin 




of particular dignities ; the inftitution of the parliaments ; 



the efiablifhment of univerfities ; the foundation of orders, 
religious and military; and every difcovery in the arts and 
feiences, which has proved of ufe to fociety. 

In fhort, we may fafely affirm, that nothing will be 
neglected that can render the work interefting to the Pub- 
lic ; every fa£i will be accompanied by its principal cir- 
eumflances, and not any thing advanced, but on the moft 
unquefiionable authority. 



( vi ) 

+ 

The Abbe Velly, and his learned co-adjutors— indif- 

putably the beft of all the French hillorians — we have 
chofen as our principal guides : but, in the courfe of our 
labours, we fhall not fail to profit by the affiftance of other 
eminent writers ; and particularly by thofe various elucida- 
tions, and explanatory comments, to which the lately-ef- 
tablimed liberty of the prefs, in France, has given birth. 

Independent of thefe effential advantages, which no 
hiftorian has hitherto enjoyed, the continuation of our 
Work until the conclufion of the prefent war, an era that 

is pregnant with the moft important confequences ? will 

render it the only complete and perfect history of France, 
that exifts, either in this, or in any other language. 



THE 



HISTORY OF FRANC 





Origin 




the French. 




T feems as if Fate had decreed that the moft celebrated nations fhould 

have no certain monument of their origin. The people of Athens, and of Rome, 
knew but little of their anceftors ; the early ftate of the ancient Britons is in- 
volved in obfcurityj and the founders of the French nation are but imperfe&ly 
known. Some maintain them to have been defcended from the ancient kings 
of Troy ; others allure us, that they were natives of Trans-Alpine and Cis-Al- 
pitte Gaul, which they left either before or foon after the conquefts of Julius 
Casfarj while a third clafs of writers make them come from Scandinavia, which, 
was formerly denominated the common mother of all nations. The authority 
of certain authors, quoted by Gregory of Tours, has given rife to an affertion,. 
that they fprang from Pannonia ; and others pretend that they were a colony of 
thofe famous free Scythians, or Franks, who, according to Herodotus, inhabited 
the banks of the Falus-Mseotis.. The moft probable opinion is, that they were 

originally of Germany ; but it is not precifely known in what part of that ex- 
tensive country they firft eftablilhed their refidence,, or what was the ancient: 
fignification of the word Frank,. It is fuppofed diat the Franks were a league 



of fcveral different nations, which occupied that extent of country which is 
bounded by the Elbe, on the eaft ; the Mein, on the fouth ; the Rhine, on the. 
wefts and on the north, by the Northern Ocean*: a traft which comprifed.the 
prefent Franconia., Thuringia, HefTe, Friezeland, and Weftphalia^ 



* Philip Cluverius, 1. iii, a zd- 
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Such of the ancient writers as mention thefe people, reprefent them as 
favages, who lived on the produce of the chace, and on fruits, vegetables, and 
roots *. More jealous of their liberty, than anxious to obtain the pkafures of 
life, they were ftrangers to filver and gold, and all their commerce was carried 
on by exchange. More martial than civilized, their forefts were their only 
towns; their houfes confided of fubterraneous caverns, or clfe of ruftic habita- 
tions compoled of wood cemented with clay; their poffeffions were confined to 
fuch lands 'as the; prince, or the j magiftrafe, . diftributed' ^o them ;eVery . .year, ac- 
cording to" their' rank-, their Tervices, or condition-. -F-rank, fkithful; an&fincere, 
they obferved the point of honour with the moft fcrupulous delicacy. Rigidly 
attached to the laws of nature, they were, in general, ignorant of thofe abomi- 
nations which difhonoured Italy and Greece; and if they fometimes occurred, 
they were punilhed with the u.trnoft fe verity. In their enmity generous, an 
offence was no fooner acknowledged than forgiven : implacable in war, their 
vengeance often degenerated into ferocity. Zealous citizens, they were ever 
ready to facrifice their all to the welfare of their country: formidable neighbours, 
they made their glory and their fakty. confift in the .devaluation of their own 
frontiers, and in feparatihg- themfelves from the reft of the world by gloomy 
deferts. A lingular compofztion of activity and floth, they neither knew how 
to employ themfelves to advantage in time of peace, or to contain themfelves 
within the bounds of moderation in war. Their hofpitality lhone confpicuous 
in the lift of their merits, and was. a theme of univerfal admiration." Their 
houfes were always open to the ftranger, who was treated with kindnefs. as long 
as he chofe to ftay, and, : at his departure, was loaded with prefents. Their re- 
ligion was fimple as their manners. The fun, the moon, fire, trees, and rivers, 
were their deities; their temples were darkfome caverns, or the moft gloomy 
receffes of their forefts, impenetrable. by the light of the day: human victims, 
flieep, wolves, and foxes, were the facrifices they offered to their gods: their 
priefts were more deeply verfed in magic than theology: their marriages were 
always contracted from inclination ; and, to the fiiame of more polifhed focieties 
be it fpoken ! were never formed by the fordid ties of intereft; as their women 
were excluded from the fucceflion, no fortune was expe&ed from them. Their 
funerals were fimple ceremonies, whence all kind of pomp was excluded, but 
'which were diftinguifhed by the ftrongeft fymptoms of regard, in the living, for 
the friend they had lpft. . When they burnt the body, the pile was compofed of 
chofen wood; when they committed it to the earth, they buried with it the 
richeft and moft valuable effefts of the deceafed ; and fuch was their attention, 
that they even fent a fervant with him to attend on him in the other world. 
The nation was divided into four clafTes — nobles ; free-bom JubjeZls ; JIaves, and 

thofe who were born Jlaves, but had afterwards found means of obtaining an 

exemption from llavery, and were, therefore, denominated Freed-men. "We 

* Tacitus de Moribus Germanorum. 3 
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learn from hiftory that they were fometimes governed by a king, fometimes 
by a prince, and fometimes by a duke. The authority of the firft was perpe- 
tual, and that of the fecond temporary ; and the laft was only entrufted with 
the command in time of war. The power of thefe chiefs was limited ; all 
affairs of importance being fettled by an-aflembly of the ftates. The king was 
always feledted from the higheft clafs of nobility ; but in the ele&ion of dukes, 
merit was more the objedt of confideration than birth. No chief, nor com- 
mander, had the power of levying impofts, each individual paying him a 
voluntary tribute, from the produce of his fields or flocks. This prefent, the 
free homage of the fubje&s* love, was the only reward for the labours, and the 
only fupport of the expences, of fovereignty. The ufe of letters, or characters, 
were totally unknown to thefe people, who had neither annals, nor written laws. 
The bards, or poets, were their hiftorians 5 fongs, confequently, formed their 
hiftories : y cuftom was their code, and the light of their underftanding, their 
digeft. Adultery was confidered by them as a horrible monfter, and as fuch 
punifhed by repudiation and difgrace : an ignominious death was the lot 
of traitors and fugitives : cowards, and fuch as were guilty of an unnatural 
crime, were buried alive in a bog; a punifhment unprecedented in* the annals 
of nations, and which fufficiemly deponftrates the degree of horror in which 
every kind of infamy was holden by this brave and virtuous people. 

The warlike genius of the nation was vifible even in the education of their 
children/ whofe only amufement was wreftling and riding. They could not, 
however, carry arms without the exprefs permifiion of the tribe to which they 
belonged. The candidates for this honour afiembled, when one of their princes, 
their fathers, or their relations, prefented them with a lance or fhield 3 by which 
ceremony they were initiated into the. military order, and ranked among the 
defenders of the ftate. Their arms were the fword, the lance, or halbert, the 

fling, the mallet , the javelin, the battle-axe, and a fpecies of heavy club, which 
they threw into the enemy's battalions, which it crufhed with its enormous 
weight. Their fhield was oblong, compofed of ofier-twigs, or the bark of 
trees, and the lofs of it involved the warrior in infamy and diflionour ; this, 
with a-cuirafs, covered with the fkin of the bear, or wild boar, and a helmet 
crefted, with horfes' tails dyed red, or elfe with fome hideous figure, formed 
their only armour. Their ftandards were objefls of terrors feledted either from 
the moft ferocious inhabitants of the fore ft, or from whatever was moft horrible 
in -their own confecrated groves. Their order of battle was ftridtly uniform ; 
their infantry, always placed in the centre, formed a kind of triangle*, which 
they called a wedge, becaufe its point being prefented to the enemy, it was 
deftined to divide and break their ranks. An hundred chofen youths fought 
at the head of this formidable phalanx. The cavalry was pofted on the wings 5 

* Agath. lib. xxiv. 

« 

/ < Vol. I. ' B 
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their chariots, and baggage, were drawn up in the rear. For a long time they 
were reproached with the tumultuous irregularity of their attacks, and their 
total ignorance of difcipline ; it was from the Romans they firft learnt all the 
ilratagemsof war. 

There was no people in Europe, according to Pliny, fo well verfed in all 
maritime matters. Their veffcls were either compofed of fkins fewed together, 
or elfe of ofier, covered with leather; they had neither fails nor prows, but 
were worked entirely by oars. At firft, their navigation was confined to their 
own coafts,; they began, however, infenfibly to venture on longer voyages ; 
they coafted along the fhores of Gaul and Spain, and even penetrated through 
the Straits of Gibraltar, as far as the Mediterranean. 

Such were the ancient Franks, who we're fo often attacked, fometimes 
* beaten, but never totally fubdued by the Romans. Julius Gaffar, the conqueror 
of the Gauls, made irruptions into their country, at two different -times * s but 
he repaired the Rhine without having obtained any other advantage over them, 
than that of committing depredations on their lands, and burning fome few of 
their villages. The confirmation of that prince, when he was informed of the 
maflacre of his legions commanded by Varus f, is well known. His fear made 
liim lofe fight of : his dignity 5 he gave himfelf up for loft ; and anticipated the 
de£tru£Hon of his capital by this untameable people. 

Tiberius, when a fubjeft, having waged war againft them with more glory 
•to himfelf, than utility to his country, gave orders, when he afcended the throne, 
to leave them undifturbed; contenting himfelf with confining them to the limits 
<6f their own forcils, and preventing their irruption into GauL Caligula, intoxi- 
cated with the ridiculous hope of rivalling the conquefts of his father Ger- 
•manicus, prepared a powerful armament for the redu&ion of this warlike people: 
but, a precipitate flight, the difgrace of having retreated without making a fingle 
attack, and the contempt of a nation, whofe honour and courage were their 
cleared idols, were the only advantages which he reaped from all his fplendid 
and pompous preparations J. Claudius, and the greater part of his fucceflbrs, 
were only intent on preventing them from paffing the Rhine §, deeming it the 

wife ft policy to leave them to themfelves; in the hope, that they would, in time, 
•deftroy each other-, and finally be difTolved by the fury of domeftic commotions. 

Marcus Aurelius, who dared to follow them into their native marfhes, loft 
thirty-three thoufand men in the firft battle \ and, though he afterwafds beat 
them in the defilesof Carnunta, he acknowledged that he was indebted for his 
fuccefs to the intervention of a miracle. Though this miraculous advantage 
aftonifhecl, it did not difpirit them : they foon paffed the Rhine, and made in- 
curfions into'Gaul. Alexander Severus, who then governed the empire, haftened 
to attack them on the firft news of their irruption j|; but, though he was a brave 

* Cxk.r de Bello Gallica, 1. iii. & iv. f Fl. 1. iv. c. 12. de geft. Rom. J Sueton, in Calig, 

§ Tacit. Annal. lib. xii. |[ Heiodot. lib. vi. Lamprid: in /\lex. Sev. 
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prince, he rather chofe to employ his treafiires in the purchafe of a peace, than 
to hazard a battle, the lofs of which might deprive him of his dominions. His 
fucceffor, Maximian*, enabled the Gauls, for fome time, to enjoy a ftate of 
tranquility,, by repreffing the incurfions of this reftlefs and untra&able people, 
who do not appear to have undertaken any enterprize of importance till the 
reign of that unfortunate emperor, Valerian.. 

It is true, indeed, that we are told, in the chronicle of Alexandria, that the 
two Decii,. the father and fon, were killed, in an adtion with the Franks; but 
all other hiftorians allure us that thefe princes fell beyond the Danube, in- an 
expedition againfl the Goths.. It. was not then till the reign of Valerian, 
that, the Attuarians, the Bru&eri,, the Chamari, the Salians, the C.atti, the Am- 
fivarians,. the Cauci, the Sicambri, and the Frifians, all inhabitants of Germany, 
began 5 to render themfelves formidable, under the appellation of Franks f. 
We learn,: from* hiftory, that thay fpread themfelveS;Over the firft andfecond 
Germanica/.: that Aurelian, who was aftefwards^raifed to the Purple, t taking 
one of their detachments by furprise,. killed feyen- hundred men, and took 
three hundred prifoners. The rejoicings, and fongs of congratulation, that 



were made oh this occafion^fufRciently demonftrate the dread in which this 



nation was.holden by the. l^fmans, Hate, they lai^fo great an. emphafis on fo> 



trivial an. advantage. 




Some time after, and during the reigjn of . the- fame empefors they attempted 
a fecond irruption into Gaul; <but they, were repulftd by Galienus, at the j>a(Tage 
of the Rhine, and the affrighted Belgse thereby delivered from the terror with 
which they had infpired them J; But^Avhen .the fame Galienus afcended the 
throne, he took fo little care to preferye the rights and prerogatives, of. his 
flation, that as many tyrants? fprung up, as there were provinces in the empire. 
The Franks took advantage of this univerfal commotion, feize.d all the veffels 
they could find} and 4 penetrated fome: of them into Spain, which they ravaged 
during twelve years;., and others into Africa, where. every, thing was laid wafte 
by fire and and fword |(.. At length,, tired with pillage and depredations, they 
returned. to their own country, loaded, \yith booty, .the ppffeflion . of which no 

* .one attempted to difpute.with them. 

The long interregnum which followed the death of Aurelian,. revived their, 
avidity:, they pafled the Rhine, accompanied by: many different nations of 
Germany ; over-ran Gaul, and took feventy cities by furprize. But Probus,. 
marching againfl: them with a powerful army, beat them in feveraL engage- 
ments, retook all the places they had fubdued, . and purfued them into their 
native marflies. 



* Jul. Cap, in Maxim, f Oros, 1. Hi." c. 14* J Sozim. 1. xii. Aurel. Vi&. in Valerian.- 

|| Eufeb. 1. i. Hift. Temp, Pros. 1. vii. 
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The Franks, whom he made prifoners in this glorious expedition, were all 
tranfported, by his orders, to the fho.res of the Pontusj from the hope that, 
when thus exiled, they would ceafe to be troublefome to the empire. He was 
miftaken, however for thefe martial youths, feeing him occupied in other 
wars, feized a few barks *, and traverfing the ocean, fpread defolation over all 
the coafts of Afia Minor, of Thrace, Macedonia, Greece, Africa, and Sicily 

the capital of which laft" kingdom they reduced and pillaged. 
. Thefe depredations irritated the emperors to fuch a degree, that they vowed 
the definition of this untameable people f. .But their threats were as im- 
potent as their efforts. This brave nation, fays Tacitus J, has always main- 
tained its independence ; and, in fpite of our vain triumphs, has never been 
fubdued. Conftantius purfued them into fuch of their retreats as had hitherto 
been deemed inacceffible s arid, having, taken a great number of prifoners, had 
them conveyed to the country about Amiens, Beauvais, Langres, and Troies, 
where he compelled them to cultivate the very lands which they had recently 
laid waftc||. Conftantine carried on a cruel war againft them, ravaging- their 
lands and burning their villages: he alfo took two of their monarchs, who were 
torn to pieces by wild beafts, in the amphitheatre at Treves §. The orators of 
thofe days, by their attempts to .enhance the glory ; of this prince, have only ex- 
hibited his barbarity in a ftronger light. cc Other nations/' fay they, " llirink 
f s from the attack of the wild beafts to which they are expofed; but the Franks, 
cc by facing and irritating them, prove that they can die, though they cannot be 

" fubdued. ,> 

Gonftans, 1 perfuaded of his inability to reftrain the incurfions of an enemy 

whom all the forces of his father had proved inadequate to repel, courted their 
friendlhip, and was highly commended for appropriating the treafures of the 
ftate to the pur chafe of their alliance 

After this treaty, fo glorious to the Franks, we fee them holding the firft 
places at court, and in the armies of the empire. We find a Solanus, grand- 
mafter of the militia, under Conftans; a Mellobold, fuderintendant of the do- 
meftics%; a Merobald, a Bauto, a Ricomer, patricians and confuls under 
Gratian 5 a Carieto, governor of Gaul, under Valentinian the Second j*4- > an d 
an Arbagauftus, tutor to that prince Jj:, and afterwards regent of the weft. 



under the great Theodofius ||||. But while thefe men were the fupport of the 



empire, others of the Franks laid it wafte by their incurfions. 

When Maximian, fhut up in Aquileia, was on the brink of deftruftion §§, 
Genobaudus, Marcomer, and Sunno, made an irruption into Gaul, where they 



* V opifc. in Vrob. f Eumenius in orat. de gefiis Conftantii. X Tacitus de moribus German. 
N. 37. |j Eumen. in laud. Conftantii. § In Orat. cujufd. Gall, ad Conftant. q Liban. de rebus 
geftis Conftant. Socrat. 1. xxi. Sozoni. Ammian Marccllinus, 1. iii. f | Sulp. Alex. 1. iv. 



XX Zozim. 1. iv. |||| Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. 9. Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. 9. 
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put all fuch as pppofed them;. to. the fword. Quintinus and Nannierms, the 
Roman governors, imme diately affembled their troops, and repaired to Cologne; 
when a party of the .Franks repaired the Rhine, laden with the fpoils of the 
vanquifhed; while thofe who remained to face the enemy, were defeated near 
the foreft of Charboonierc. / Quintinus, elated with fuccefs, pafled the river, 
contrary, to the ad vice, of his colleague, to encounter the ferocious Franks on 
their native Toil. The event juftified the remonftrances of Nannienus; the beft 
of the Roman, troops: perifhed in this unfortunate expedition. The cavalry 
were maffacred, and the fmall body of infantry that effe&ed its efGape, was in-, 
debted for its fafetyto the darknefs of. the night. 

.It does'not appear^ that in the fe various incurfions, which were continued 
during, the long fpace of one hundred and fifty years, the Franks were adluatcd 
by any other motive, than the profped of pillage. The facility of making ir- 
ruptions into Gaul, firfl gave them the delire of. invading it. Already had the 
Allans, the.Sueves, the Gepidas, and the Vandals, ravaged, in their pafiage, that 
devoted .country:: already had the Goths and Burgundians, eftablifhed their 

; the former towards the Alps, and the latter lib the, .vicinity 
The reft of the country was in a bad ftate of defences the/Rb^ 
depreffed by :inteftkie«: commotions y and the /incapacity of itgj 
Ived the emoire in! ruin*. Thefe confiderations renewed the 



the Pyrehnees. 



chiefs 

ardour of the Franks j who once more pafled the Rhine, though not as a band 
of depredators allured by the hope of plunder, but as a body of conquerors in 
fearcb of a place of -fettlement. 
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What y-as formerly called Gaul, confided. of that part of Europe which lies 1 
between Rhine, the two teas, ike^Alps, .land the Pyrenneesf* This extenfive 
country is famous for the excellence . of ; its. climate, the richnefs and fertility 
of its foil, and the virtues of its mineral fpringst. The beauty of its 
fituation is peculiarly admired it prefents to the view a vaft number of lofty 
mountains crowned with woods, rifirig grounds, embellifhed with vineyards ; 
fertile! plains, land- meadows, interfered by brooks and rivers, which, after 
fpreading plenty : around them, difcharge .themfelves in the ocean, or the 
Mediterranean. ; 

Although Gaul is highly celebrated for this variety of advantages, . fhe is ftill 
more famous for the antiquity, courage, and happy genius of her inhabitants. 
It is notorious that fhe has eftablifhed colonies in every part .of the known 
world. .The irruption and fettlement of of Sigoveze, in Bohemia and Bavaria |j; 
a part of Iberia and of Italy §, .reduced by the arms of Belloveze, Rome lacked 
and pillaged by Brennus % ; the temple at Delphos plundered ; Macedonia and 
Dardania ravaged by two other princes of the fame name ; Thrace, the Pro* 

nnnfiQ. rhp 7FTnliQ Tnnin. snrl nil the rnunrrv wnrpr^rl hv the river -Hallis, fub- 



..... • ... . . 

* Oros. 1. vii. c. 27. f Shabon. 1. ii. J Diod. 1. v. |j Titus Livius Decad. i. 1. 3 

§ Juftin. 1. xxiv. Polib. 1. ii. «t Strab. 1. xii. 
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dued by Lonnorius and Lu thai re, are fo many monuments of Gaulic intrepidity 
and valour. If, atlaft, they were compelled to bow their necks to the yoke, 
it was not till after they had long fought bravely: for their freedom j and their 
conqueror was the conqueror of Rome, and? of the- whole world. ...... 

"We forbear to fpeak of their origin, which is Toft in the fhades of antiquity ; 
of their ancient manners and cuftoms, which are to be feen in every hiftory * ; 
or of that warlike difpofition, by which they were diftinguifhed from all the 
other nations of the earth. It was a proverbial, faying, that there could be no 
army without a Gaulic foldier. It is fufficient for the purpofe of this hiftory,-. to" 
give fome idea of the ftate of Gaul, when it was firft conquered by the Franks. 

At this time it was divided into feventeen provinces; five of which were 
comprehended in the territory of Vienne, three in Aquitain, five in that of 
Lyons, two in Germania, and two. in Belgia : thefe provinces had each their- 
metropolis; the firft five /were Vienne,. Narbonne, Aix, Embrun, and Monftiers 
en Tarantaife ; thofe of Aquitain were Bourges, B6urdeaux, ; and Auch ; in th£ 
Lyomioife, Lyon, Rouen, Tours, Sene, and Benfan$on;.in Germania, Mayence 
and Cologne ; and in Belgia, Treves and Rheims. Each province was. divided 
.into different tribes; each tribe into different diftri&s; and each diftri£t into 
different parts* .Thefe tribes , had each: its* capital on which the inferior towns 
and hamlets were dependent ; as the . capital itfelf was dependent- on the me- 
tropolis, in which the governor of the province refided.. Juftice was adminftered; 

according the Roman law; and all .the public a£ts were in Latin;, a cuftonv 
which long continued to obtain in France. An idea may be formed of this 
diftribution of provinces, and this fubordinatibn of jurifdiftion, from the prefent 
government of the Gallic Church ; — the arcbbiflioprics reprefent the metropo- 

lifes; the biflioprics, the capitals ; the archdeaconries,: the inferior towns ; and- 

the deaneries,, the hamlets. 

The government of thefe provinces was either confular or prefidiah. The 
governors of the former were nominated by the Senate. The confular govern- 
ments were fix. in number; viz. the diftri£ts- of Lyons, Mayence,. Cologne,. 
Treves, Rheims,. and Vienne.. . The; right of nomination, to: the* remaining , 
eleven, was folely vefted in the emperors, who difpofed of them at their plea- 
fure. But this diftinftion of Governor conveyed no idea of pre-eminence ;. it 
did not prevent fueh as were in.poffeflion of important offices from exercifing^ 
an authority, almoft abfolute,. over their refpedlive departments ; and they 
equally enjoyed the privilege of having the fafces carried before them: ' Befides 
thefe, the frontier towns had their duke's, and the cities their counts. The 
• former ware officers of the firft rank, who received their dignity only from the 
legates ; the latter adled as affeffors, or councillors to the commanders in chief,, 
and the provincial governors; Conftantine the Great conferred this dignity: 
upon the chief officers of his houfliold; and upon all thofe who enjoyed any 

* 

* Caifar de- Bel , Gal. lib. viv 
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confiderable poft in the law, the finances, or the army. The military dukes, 
and counts, were moft diftinguifhed ; and certain territorial .pofiefiions were 
affigned them for their fuppbrt. At firft, thefe dignities were temporary; but 
they were afterwards granted for life, and, at length, became hereditary. We 
find, from the annals of the empire, that there were two counts in Gaul ; one 
in the marches of Strafbourg, and the other on the Saxon coaft, which formed 
part of the fecond province of Belgia. There were alfo five dukes, one of 
whom commanded in Frariche-Comte ; a fecond, in Normandy and Brittany; 
a third, at Rheimsj a fourth, at Cologne; and a fifth, at Mayence. Among 
the great officers of Gaul, we find, likewife, a mafter of the cavalry; whofc 
duty it was to diftribute to the dukes and counts, the troops which he himfclf 
received from the grand mailer of the militia. Arfenalf Myere cftablifhed in 
feveral towns, where the neceftary arms for this multitude of foldiers were 
forged. At Strafburg they made arms of all kinds: Ma$on fupplied them with 
darts and arrows ; Rheirns, with fwords ; Autun, with cuirafles ; and Amiens, 
Treves, and Soilibns, with ihields, with baliftce, and with armour for their light- 
armed cavalry. 

As foon as Conftantine the Great found himfelf in peaceable poffefiion of the 
empire, he created, a precorial prefedt for Gaul; an officer who enjoyed a degree 
of power almoft equal to that of a fovereign. He prefided over the departments 
of war and finance, the adminiftration of juftice, and the levying of impofts* 



His authority even extended oyer. the prefidents and governors of provinces. 
He made them deliver, to him an account of their admiftration, and could de- 
pofe them for malverfation. An appeal lay from every other tribunal to that of 

the prefe£t, who was only fubjedt to the emperor.; He had under him three 
vicars; one for Gaul, a fecond tor Spain, and a third for Great Britain. Treves 
was the ufual place of his residence, for which reafon that city became the ca- 
pital of GauL But after it had been facked by the Barbarians, Honorious 
transferred that honour to the city ofj Aries, which was feparated from the pro- 
vince of Vienne, and formed an eighteenth metropolis. 

Chriftianity had long been the prevailing religion of the Gauls. The gofpel 
had . been preached to them, according to fome writers, by St. Luke, Sl Philip, 
and St. Paul; but according to others,, by Gefcens, a difciple of the latter 
apoftle*. Be that as it may, the perfecutions which raged during the reigns of 
Antoninus and Marcus Aureliusf, fufficiently proves that the churches of 
Vienne, and Lyons, had been eftablifhed many years, fince fo great a number 
of Chriftians were found in thofe provinces, who fealed their faith with their 
blood. We are told by Gregory of Tours J, that whilft Decius occupied the 
.Imperial throne, Trophimus was fent to' Aries, Paul to Narbonne, Martial to 
Limoges, Stremo to Auyergne,^Gratian to Tours, Saturninus to Touloufe, and 
Dyonyfius to Paris. Thefe holy prelates preached the Gofpel with fuch fyecefs, 



* Hift. Sacr. 1, ii. f Eufeb. L v. c. 1. % Greg. Tar. Hift. 1. i. c. 28, 
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part of the Gauls. 



iftianity 



it Hillary s, of Poitiers \ the Martins 
nd fo . many 



and fpkndid talents, who' became at once the fupport and the ornaments of the 
church. It was in a council, holden at Aries*; that the famous* difpute of the 
Donatilh, of Africa, was terminated. The council of Cologne, \t\ which bifhop 
Euphrates was anathematized for denying the divinity of Chrift ; that of Paris, 
where the do&rine of Athanafius was folemnly acknowledged to be orthodox; 
that of Valentia, where the beft poflible fyftem for promoting a purity of man- 



t 



inculcates, folicited the emperor to put the heretical Prifcillian, and his fol- 
lowers, to death > exhibit fo many glorious proofs of the zeal of the Gallkart 



-an 



— — y 

of difcipline. . 

While theie pibus men rendered Gaul illuftrious by 

virtues, a great 



refs of the 



arts and fciences. Marfeilles, Lyons, BenfariQoni Auttin, Narbonne, Tbuloufe, 
Bourdeaux, Poitiers, Clermont, Treves, and Rheims, were'celebrafed for their 

academies 5 where youth was inilrudbed in ^philofophy, phyfic, mathematics, 

aftronomy, jurifprudence, grammar, and poetry ; eloquence, in particular, was 
itudied with ardour and fuccefs. Thofe of Maffeilles,- r Bourdeaux, and Lyons, 
were the molt diftinguifhed. Marfeilles boafted, among its academical pro- 
feffors, .a Critias, or, as fome call him, Cfinias, a -learned phylkian, who 



Me 



Hippocrates a J l 

wver: Statius, • a r f; 



pher. ; a 



known for the purity of his ftyle, as for the obfeenity of his fatirical portraits ; 
Troguius Pompey, fo celebrated for his univerfal ; hiftory, the lof& of which 
will long- be a fubicdt of regret; Favorinus, -a prodigy 'of erudition; Salvinws 



G 



orators riot lefs diftin^ 



ennadus, Salpninus, Vi£loririus, C^farius, arid ^ # 

guifhed for the purity of their lives, : fhan r the ftrerigth' of their genius, Bour 7 
deaux was the theatre on which the talents of the following illuftrious rnen were 
difplayed: Minervius, who was dignified' with the appellation of a fecond 
Quintilian ; Atthius Patera, called the nioft powerful of all rhetoricians •> 
Prooerefius, to whom the capital of the world eretted a ftatue, with this glo- 
rious infeription-— Rome, tbe.ghieen of 'Kings, to the King of Eloquence; and,, 
laftly, Aufonius, whofe merit, feconded by fortune, raifed him to the fecond 
dignity in the Empire. The chief glory bf the city of Lyons confifts in . having 
contained within its walls that formidable Athen2eufft , ' t whither the greateft ora- 
tors repaired every year, , to difpute the prize- of eloquence, before a general 



* In the year 314. ■ f Sulpic. Sever. DiaL iuL 
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affembly of all the people of G^ul. The yanqmflied were condemned either 
to efface their own writings with their tongues,, or elfe to be thrown from the 
center arch of the bridge into the Saone.- It would be an endlefs'tafk to repeat 
the names of all thjofe whofe abilities did honour to this ancient academy: we 



hof( 



Julius Floras, whom Qu 

j 



5 



elocution was greatly adrpired by the feme rhetorician. We fhall only 
obferve, and more need not be faid in its praife, that at this fchpol Eucher 
of Lyons, $idonius Appllinaris,. 'Claudiens Mamer, Conftantjys, Remigius of 
Rheims, and the Princes of Soiffons, received the firfi rvidipien.es of the Belles 
Lettres, 

^ The qnnalifts of Autyp place the origin of its academy in die reqiqteft anti- 
quity; they pretend that it was founded by the Druids, and built, on a mount 
which ftill bears their name*. The chief objects of its boaft are Eumenius, 
and his grandfon of the fame name ; the former of whom was one of the prin- 
cipal officers in the palace of Conftantius Chlorus. Both time and barbarifm, 
have refpedted the panegyric which he pronounced on that great prince. 
Clermont is indebted for a 'part of its reputation to the illuftrious Fontones, 
one of whom was preceptor to the Emperor Antoninus, who honoured him 
with the dignity of Conful. It would be an error to fuppofe that Thouloufe 
owes its principal luftre to the inftitution of the floral games, by the incom- 
parable Clemens, of the ancient family of the Ifauri ; fince it is certain that 
long before that period an JEmilius Arborius, an Exupere, and a Sedatuc- 
names confecrated in the annals of eloquence — had given it the well-deferved 
and well- applied appellation of the City of Pallas. Narbonne is not lefs ce- 
lebrated for the great men which its fchools have produced. That famous 
academy ranks, in the number of its profeffors, Votienus Montanus, Terentius 
Varo, and Exupere $ but, its glory is ftill greater in having had for its pupils 

the emperors Carinus and Numerianus. 

We muft, however, acknowledge, that the tafte and the natural eloquence 
which fo peculiaily diftinguifhed the writers of the Auguftan age, are not to 
be met with in the authors whofe names we have mentioned. This deficiency 

not be afcribed to any want of encouragement: the emperors were at- 
tached to men of letters, they fought after iheir foeiety, and loaded them with 
wealth and honours. Their profeflion was holden in great refpeft ; they were 
taken from the chair of eloquence, or of poetry, to fill the firft offices in the 
ftate. But what ought, by a natural influence, to have contributed to the per- 



>mu 



fedlion of the fine arts, only ferved to accelerate their fall. Anxious to difplay, 

" wit than the ancients, they 
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beauties of nature for the moft pompous refinements of art. By fe eking to 
embellilh their works, they facrificed fubftance to fhow : by aiming at novelty, 
they became finical ; by endeavouring to pleafe, they became frivolous new 
modes of fpeech were invented, and a thoufand new words introduced, which 
infenfibly adulterated their ftyle and language.' The incurfions of the barba- 
rous nations completed the per verfion of, tafte, and the deftrudtion of the fchools. 
Sciences and arts were, thenceforth, confined to the cloifter, the convent, or 
epifcopal palace. 

Such was the ftate of Gaul, when the Franks attempted to procure a fettle- 
ment there j for which purpofe they refolved always to have kings of • their 
own nation. This was the firft blow which they aimed at the authority of 

Rome, who wifhed to confound them, according to her ufual policy, with her 
own fubjefts. 
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and. the younger 



Theodofius in the eaft, when the Franks palled the Rhine*, and furprized and 
pillaged the city of Treves, under the conduft of Pharamondf. Some hifto- 
rians have abfurdly had recourfe to fi&ion, in order to encreafe the fplendour of 
this prince's birth. - He: was king of a people who never obeyed any .other than 
the defcendants of their firft mailers. This auguft title fufficiently proves the 
antiquity of his race; It was aboutthe year -420 that he was lifted up on a fliield, 
expofed to the fight of the whole army, and acknowledged as chief of the nation. 
Such was the only inauguration known to the ancient monarchs of Gaul. 
: It is likewife all that is known, with certainty, of the reign of Pharamond. 



We 

burial, and the name, of his queen. We 



— - - y g ^ — 

only told that he had two fons; 



Clodian, who fucceeded him 3 and Clenus, "with whofe fate we are unac- 

quainted. . * \ : ' * . 

To Pharamond is commonly afcribed the inftitution of that famous law, 
diftinguilhed by /the epithet Salic, either from the furname. of the prince who 
publiihed it, or from the name of Salogaft, who propose! its orelfcfrom the 
word Salic hame 3 the place in which the chief men of the nation afiembled in 
order to reduce it into form. Qihers pretend, that it was fo : called, becaufe it 
:was.expref>ly made -for the Salic elands, whk-h. were -nobis .fiefs, given. by the 
/firft monarchs of Gaul to the Salians> that is, to the principal noble * of their 
'Sale, or- Court, on the fole condition of military fervice, Exempt from every 
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other fpecies of feudal obligation. And this was the reafon why they were not 
defcendible to women, who, from the delicacy of their fex, are difpenfed from 
bearing arms. There are fome # who maintain, that this word came from the 
the Saiians, a tribe of the Franks eftablifhed in Gual under the Emperor Julian : 
thefe afiert, that that prince gave them lands under the obligation of perfonal 
attendance in time of war. He even made a law of this obligation, they fay, 
which the new conquerors adopted, and called it Salic, from the name of their 
ancient countrymen. 

Itis a vulgar prejudice tofuppofe that this law -only- relates .^o thefucceffion +z 
the crown, or to the Salic lands*. It was neither inttituted Tor the difpofal of 
the kingdom, nor merely for determining the right of individuals to feudal pof- 
feffions. It is a colle&ion of regulations that extend to almoft every thing. It 
preforibes punifhments for thieves and incendiaries \ and for a variety of crimes 
and depredations: it efiablifhes rules for preferving the morals of the fubje£t; 
for tfie government for the order of proceeding in criminal matters \ and, 
laftly, for the maintenance of peace and concord between the different members 
of the ftate. Of feventy-one articles which it contains, there is but one which 
relates to fuccefiioiis} it is touched irv. theft tefms^-f?; the $alic< lands no pan of 
the inheritance Jhall dejeend to femles* . It belongs vhtkely to males -f. 

It appears that what remains of this law, is but an extract from a larger code t* 



from the Salic: law itfdf being there quoted 



fafrioiis 



Diicange 3 the celebrated : glo!ffator, fays there Werettfo Toits:of^/^4aws>" orie 



force before the Franks.'were con\re 



Wldoga 



Wifoeaft 



is that which has been publilhed by Tillet, -Pithou, Lindemhrock, and the 
famous Advocate-General Jerome Bignon, who made feme learned commen- 
taries : bn it. For the methodical arrangement of it, fays a modern author of 
grest erudition j|^ we are certainly indebted to Clovis the Great* . On one hand-, 
it cannot be pofterior to the reign of this prince, fincc his fon Childebert re- 
formed fome articles of it; and, on the other, -the chapter which treats of the 
immunity of churches, and of the confervation. of their minifters, fuppofes the 
cohverfion of Our firft Chriftian king. This laft code, Tays Ducange, is only a 
compilation of rules to be obferved by fuch of the Franks as were eftablifhed 
between the foreft of Charbonniere andtheriyer Loire; in contradiftin&ion to 
the Lex Riparia, given to thofe who inhabited the banks of the Rhine, the 



Mae fe 



au thor § 



we know not, that the fixty-fecond chapter of the Salic code cannot : poffibly 
apply, even indireilly, to the fucceflion of the kingdom; and that it was a 



* Paul, Emil. Menage, Pafquier, Borel. + Tit. 62 des Alode's art. 6. J Daniel, torn. i. p. 10 
}j M. de Fonc Mem, dei'Acad* des Belles Lcttres, torn. viii. p. 492 & feq. § Du Haillan*. 
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mere invention of Philip the Long, to exclude Joan of France, (laughter of 
Lewis Hutin, from the throne. He doubtlefs did not reflect that the eftablifhed 
laws of fucceffion, with regard to fuch fiefs as belonged to the nobility, opera- 
ting to the exclufion of females, we muft certainly conclude that the fame 
prerogative, a fortiori > is annexed to royalty, which is the molt noble of all 
poflcffions, and the fource, too, from whence the nobility of all others is 
derived. Thus the right of Philip having been fcrupulouflyldifcuffed in a gene- 
ral aifembly of the great men of- the kingdom, the crown was unanimoufly - 
decided to be his, to the exclufion of the princefs j fo firmly were they perfuaded 

that there exifted, if not a law, at leaft an immemorial cuftom, which excluded 
women from the throne of France 5 a cuftom as old as the monarchy itfelf> 
which Agathias calls the law of the country, which certainly poffeffes all the 
force that antiquity .can give it, fince Clovis the Firft fucceeded his father 
Childeric, to the prejudice of his filters Albofleda and Lantilda. During the 
reign of Philip of Valois, a freih difpute arofe on the fame fubjeft, on which 
the decifion was the fame. The right of Edward the Third of England, did 
• not appear to be better founded than that of the princefs Joan, a daughter of 
France. The Count was unanimoufly declared the legitimate fucceffor of 
Charles the Fair. The article which fettled the right of individuals to the Salic 
lands, was declared equally to regard the fucceffion to the crown, and it became 
a fundamental law of the ftate. 
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A. D 427]. CLODIAN, furnatned the Hairy, either from the quantity 
of hair which he had, or becaufe he wore it longer than his pnrdeceffors, 
fucceeded his father Pharamond. It is faid that he had fcarcely afcended the 

_ 'neral, iEtius, marched againft him with a power- 
ful army, defeated him, took from him all he pofleffed in Gaul, and compelled 
him to repafs the Rhine. We are further told, that this prince, in order to be 
revenged on the Romans, made incurfions into Thuringia, where he com- 
mitted great ravages, and furprized a caftle "called Difpurg. 

A. D. 431 ]. iEtius advanced againft him a fecond time, and after beating 
him in an a&ion, in which much blood was fhed on either fide, he preferred the 
granting him a peace, to Hiking another battle againft a nation which feemed 



frefli vigour from 



This peace, however, was of fliort 



duration.. 

Clodian could not forget the beautiful kingdom he had poffeffed in Gaul, the 
lofs of which afFe&ed him moft fenfibly, and all his thoughts were bent on 
recovering it. He left Thuringia in the year 435, with a numerous army, 
refolved no longer to direft his attacks againft thole towns on the banks of the 
Rhine, but to feize fome important places in the interior parts of the country. 

It was with this view that he fent to reconnoitre that diyifion of the diftridt of Bel- 
gia, of which Rheims was the capital. 

- * Duch. torn. i. p. 793. 
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As foon as he was informed that all the .towns were defencelefs, he began 
his march, iurprized and defeated the Roman troops that were appointed to 
guard the paffages, took Tournay, carried Cambray at the firft affault, and re- 
duced all the furrounding country as far as the river Somme*. 

Such is the bafis on which thofe hiftorians have grounded their afiertions, 
that Clodian founded a. great flate in Gaul. Adon maintains that the city of 
Cambray was the capital of his kingdom. Roricon, a monkifh writer, pecu- 
liarly fond of chimeras, has made him eftablilh his court at Amiens. Marianus 
Schotus, another monk, equally credulous, but ftill more generous with regard . 
to this prince, gives him poiTeffion of a part of Holland, and all the country 
from thence to the river Loire. But it is evident, from the teftimony of con- 
temporary writers f, that he .was unable to keep his new conquefts, and that 
iErius recovered all he had taken from the Roman empire on this fide the 
Rhine. The fadt, as related by thefe hiftorians, is this : 

A. D. 437].- Clodian was engaged in celebrating the marriage of a noble- 
man of rank in his army, at a village called Elena, now the city of Lens, 
They were in the aft of conducing the bride to the place where the nuptial 
feaft was prepared, when the Romans fuddenly rufhed on them from a bridge 
which they had recently conftrudted. The furprize of the Franks was fo great,, 
that they could not range themfelves in order of battle. The advanced guards 
were put to the fword $ the bride was carried off, together with all the bridal, 
preparations 5 the army difperfed, and the whole province regained; 

The poet who relates this adventure, draws fo advantageous a* portrait of the 
Franks, that it merits a place in their.hift'oiy^ cc They are," fays he, " tall in 
ftature j their flcin is very white, and their eyes are blue ; their face is entirely 
fliaved, except the upper lip, on which they fuffer two fmall whifkers to grow; . 

their hair, cut behind, and long before, is admirably fair; their drefs is fo fhort, 
that it docs not cover their knees, and fo tight, that it Ihows the exadt form of 
their body; they wear a large girdle from whence hangs a fword that is heavy,, 
but extremely fharp. There is no nation exifting fo well verfed in military 
motions and evolutions. Such is their fldll, that they never fail to ftrike what 
they aim at; fo prodigious their agility, that they reach the enemy as foon as. 
the dart which they have thrown at him ; in fhort, their intrepidity is fuch, 
that they are not aftonilhed, either by the number of their foes, by local difad- 
vantages, or even by death himfelf, when encompaffed with all his horrors — 
they may loft their lives, but never can their courage J." It was this un tame able 
valour that determined the victorious jEtius to grant them peace ; he was un- 
willing to wage war againft a. people who had as many foldiers as citizens. 

* Greg. Tur. 1. 2. c. 9* Fredeg, Epx. c. 9. Roric. Monac. 1. i. f Sidon, Apollin, Carm. v. p. 224* 

J. Sidoti.. Apoll. in panegyr. Major, Carm. v. apud Duch, torn. i. p. 224. 
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We are told, by the hiftorians of that age, that fome years after this treaty, 
Germanus, bifliop of Auxerre, was fent into England to maintain the true faith 
againft the heretical followers of Pelagius, who denied the exiftence of original 
fin, and- the neceffity of divine grace for the purpofe of falvation *. The tra- 
dition is, that before his departure he confecrated to God a young girl named. 
Genevieve, whofe virtue was afterwards fignalized by miracles without num- 
ber. But there are fome who pretend that fhe received the veil, at a more 
advanced age, from Villicus, bifhop of Chartrcs. Be that as it may, the mi- 
racles flic performed at Paris, fecured her the glorious appellation of Patronefs 
of that capital of the French empire, 

A, D. 447 or 448.] -Clodian died, after a reign of twenty years, from grief, 
as fome authors aflert, for the death of his eldcft fon, who was killed at the 

Neither the name of his confort, nor the number of his 
children, is known. Some fay he had two fons, Claudebaud and Claudemir $ 
others three, whom they call Regnault, Auberon, and Regnacarius. From 
Auberon, they fay, fprang Auzbert, from whom the family of Pepin, the firft 
monarch of the fecond race, defcended. But an author f, deeply verfed in the 
ancient hiftory of France, pretends to have demonftrated that he defcended 
from Tonandus Ferreolus, prsetorial t prefe£t of Gaul. 



liege of Soiflbns. 



* For a curious account of this expedition of Germanus and his colleague Lupus, biihop of 
Troyes, fee Venerable Bede's Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, c. 17. 19. 20-. 



f Du Bouchet— 2 Lyreg. Tur. i. z, c. 9. 
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A. D. 447, or 448.] THE birth of Meroveus is a perfect problem, of 

which no part of hiftory can afford a folution.- Some afiert, from a paffage in 
Gregory of Tours *, that he was related to Ciodian. Others, on the authority 

of Prifcus, the rhetorician, pretend that he was the fon of that monarch. Prifcus 
relates, that the king of the Franks left two fons, who both laid claim to the 
crown; the eldeft implored the affiftance of Attila, king of the Huns 3 and the 
youngeft fought the prote6lion of the Romans : he even tells us, that he faw the' 
latter at Rome. He was, fays Prifcus, in the flower of his youth, and his long 
fair hair hung in ringlets upon his ihoulders ; the emperor loaded him with 
honours and prefents \ and JEtius adopted him for his fon. But what can we 
conclude from accounts in which neither of the princes are named? Tt is very 
certain that Meroveus was not a third candidate for the crown, and eflablifhed 
his ufurpation by force* to the prejudice of the rival brothers ? Be that as it may, ^ 

we are fure that a prince of that name reigned over the Franks, and that a fon 

of Clodian difputed the throne with him. 

From him defcended the monarchs of the firft race, diftinguiftied by the 
appellation of Merovingian Kings. 



* Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. 9. 



Vol. I, . * D 



1 



^ 



26 



HIST.ORY.OF FRANCE. 



[456*. 



] The generality of hiflorians pretend, that Meroveus was in the 



iEtius 



fiances of which, as well with regard to the number of the (lain, which has been 



Hun 



it was fought 



w are fo little known, as to afford an endlefs iburce of difputc. 
The majority of writers, however, are of opinion, that the theatre of this bloody 
a&ion was riot in Sologne, in Auvergne, nor in the Thouloufain, but in the vaft 
plains of Chalons, in Champagne f. 

A. D. 456.] This prince died in the tenth year of his reign. We are not 
told what family he had, neither know we the name of the queen who gave 
birth to Childeric, his fon and fucceffor. 



* Jornand de reb. Got. 

f The author of a French periodical work, in the year 1753, wrote a diffeitation, to prove that 
this battle was fought in Champagne, in the plain of Merry-upon-Seine, five leagues from Troyes. 
In fupportof this affertion, he quotes the following paffage from Gregory of Tours: " Attilarn 

fugant, qui Mauriacum Campum- adieus, fe pracingit ad BeUum/' 
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CHILDERIC was deftined to experience fuch a variety of adventures, as 
might have given him a claim to be ranked among the heroes of romance. 
Carried off in his infancy, by a detachment of Attila's army*, he was miracu- 
loufly refcued, by a valiant Frank, from the hands of thofe who were taking 
him into captivity. A general confpiracy afterwards deprived him of the throne 
of his anceftors \ but the nation regretting his lofs, was fpeedily induced to 
recall him. He was the bed made man in his dominions. He was endued 
with wit, and poffeffed of courage ; but, being born with a heart too iuf- 
ceptible of love, he yielded to its di&ates, and thereby accelerated his own 
deftruction f . 

The French nobles, enraged at the fedu&ion of their wives, who were inca- 
pable of refilling the charms of Childeric, entered into a league for the purpofe 
of depofinghim. [A. D. 457.] Unable to oppofe them, he returned into 
Germany, where he afforded a proof that adverfity rarely corredts the vices of 

the heart, by feducingBafina, wife to the king of Thuringia, who had received 
him with hofpitalky, and honoured him with his friendlhip. 

* 

* Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. is. Fred. Scholaft. x. f Roric. L i. 
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The Franks, however, held a general aflembly, in which the crown was 
conferred on iEgidius, who had been appointed by the Romans to command 
their forces in Gaul. This whimfical choice, it is faid, was owing to the 
policy of Wiomald*, who, faithful to his fovereign, took advantage of the 
afcendancy he poffeffed over the mind of the new monarch, to lead him to the 
adoption of fuch meafures, as could net fail to render him odious to the 
nation. 

A. D. 463, or 464. J The exa&ions of iEgidius accordingly eftranged the 
affe£tions of his fubje&s, who now" regretted the banifhment of their former 
princes and, in a ihort time, determined to recall him. Wiomald, ever at- 
tentive to the interefts of his mafter, fent him the half of a piece of gold 
which they had- broken at their laft feparation ; and Childeric, underftanding 
the fignal, left Thuringia, and made his appearance in Gaul. One battle de- 
cided the fate of the kingdom; iEgidius was completely defeated, and the 
lawful monarch regained polfeffion of that throne, whence his gallantry had 
excluded him. 

This wonderful event was fucceeded by another equally Angular and remark- 
able f . The queen of Thuringia, like another Helen, left the king her hufband, 
to follow the fortunes of this fecond Paris. " Did I know," faid fhe, cc a greater 
cc hero, or a more gallant man than you, I would go in fearch of him, to the 
cc fartheft extremities of the earth." Bafina was both handfome and fenfible; 
and Childeric, allured by this double temptation, married her, to the great 
difpleafure of all virtuous men, who in vain expatiated on the facred rights of 
marriage, and ' the inviolable laws .of friendfhip. From this marriage fprung 
the great Clovis. — A. D. 465. 

The conclufion of this romantic reign was fignalized by a variety of glorious 
exploits t. The hatred of the Romans, and the defire of recovering the efteem 
of his fubjedts, revived the courage of Childeric, who had hitherto appeared 
to be lulled on the bofom of pleafure. He advanced into the heart of Gaul 5 
•defeated, near Orleans, the army of Odoacer, a Saxon monarch *, took Angers, 
which he pillaged ; killed, with his own hands, .the general of the Roman troops, 
in the Soiflbnnois ; and., if the author of the life of Saint Genevieve may be 
credited, made himfelf mafter of Paris; but this laft fa£t is attefted by no other 
hiftorian. It appears that he made peace with the Saxons, who united their 
arms to his, in order to exterminate the Germans, who had over-run part of 
Italy || . The conqueft of Germany was the laft memorable aftion of this prince. 
He died foon after, [A. D. 481.] in the twenty-fourth year of his reign, and 
was buried in a fpot of ground which is now enclofed in the city of Tournay. 

* * * ■ - 

fif Gelt Franc, c. 7. f Greg, Tur. 1. ii. c. 12. J Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. 18. Geft. Franc,, c. 8, 

II Fred. Epit. c. xij.. 
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His tomb was difcerhed by chance in the year 1653. There were found in 
it the ikeleton of a horfe, and fome human bones tolerably perfedt, which 
proved him to have been ftout in form, and tall in ftature. The other 
curiofkies- of this ancient monument, are a cryftal glafs, and feveral curious 
pieces of maflive gold 3 an ox's head nftyle, with tablets \ medals of different 
emperors 5 and a number of rings, on one of which is a feal, bearing the im- 
preflion of a man of perfeft beauty. His face is entirely fhaved 3 his hair 
long, plaited, feparated on the forehead, and thrown back \ he holds a javelin 
in his right hand. On the exergue is engraven the name of Childeric, in 
Roman letters. A part of thefe curiofities may be feen in the Royal Library *, 
at Paris. 

* The Reader will pleafc obferve, that, Mr. Gifford began this work at an early period of the 
revolution, and during the exiflence of the limited monarchy, in France* 



The Piiblifkers. 
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A. D. 481]. CLOVIS was only in his fifteenth year, when he afcended 
the throne. He was fcarcely twenty, when he challenged Syagrius, the fon of 
.ZEgidius, who was governor of Gaul, where his authority was almoft defpotic*, 
to meet him in the field. The challenge was accepted, and Clovis began his 
march to Soiffons, [A. D. 486.] accompanied by two princes, who were nearly 
allied to him, Ragnacharius and Chararic. The battle was bloody and deci- 
five ; Syagrius faved himfelf by flight ; but having taken refuge among the 
Vifigoths, their king, Alaric, was induced, by the threats of Clovis, to deliver 
him into the power of his enemy, who. ordered him to be beheaded. This 
vidlory was followed by the capture of Soiffons ; and the death of the Imperial 
general facilitated the reduftion of all the places, that ftill remained faithful to 
the Romans. 

' Clovis, anxious to conciliate, by mildnefs, fuch as he had conquered by arms, 
exerted his utmoft efforts to reftrain the unbridled licentioufnefs of his victo- 
rious troops. He -could not, however, prevent the pillage of a few churches. 
All the hiftorians mention the facred vafe which was claimed by Saint Remi- 
gius, of Rheimsj and fpeak of the infolence of the fubjeft in refufing to reitore 
it to his mafter, the moderation of the fovereign in concealing his refentment, 
and the vengeance which he exadted at the general review of his troops on the 
Field of Mars, in terms of admiration : the foldier's arms not being in proper 
order, the king clove his head afunder with his fword — cc It was thus," faid he, 
" that you ftruck the vafe at Soiffons." — A. D. 487. 

* Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. 2.8. Fred. Epitom, c. 15, Gelt. Franc, c, 19. R.oric. 1. ii. 
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, A fanguinary execution, fays Gregory of Tours, performed by the hand 
of a fovereign, mnft doubtlefs excite difguft in the prtfent age. But this 
adlion, which appears to us degrading to majefty, infpired greater refpedl than, 
horror. 

By this account it is evident that the French were accuftomed to affemble 
every year in a field*, which they denominated The Field of Mars , becaufe their 
afTemblies were holden at the commencement of the month of March, (in 
French, Maks). Ic was from the fame motive that the field was afterwards 
called the Field of May. Thefe afftmblies were convened for a variety of 
purpofes ; the troops were reviewed before them ; queftions of war and peace 

were difculTed 5 and abufes in the government, in the adminiftration of juftice, 
and in the difpofal of the public money, were corredled. It was there they 
appointed protestors during the minority of their princes j divided the treafures- 
and dominions of the departed monarch, and fixed the day and the place for 
the inauguration of his fuccefforj and it was there that the kings received 
the voluntary gift from their nobles: this prefent confided of money, furniture, 
or horfes ; the name of vohmtary gift has been retained, although the nature of 
it has been altered. The king prefided at thefe general afTemblies of the na- 
tion 1 at which he was accompanied by the great officers of the crown, the. 
mayor of the palace, the chaplain, the chamberlain, and the chancellor. The 
bifhops, and abbots, were alfo under the neceffity of attending. 

The dukes and counts likewife received a fummons to appear. Thefe dig- 
nities, which are now hereditary, were then but fimple commifiions, granted- 
and revoked at the pleafure of the fovereign. The king, or the mayor of his 
palace, propofed the queftions that were to be examined j after the aflembly 
had difcuffed them, their decifions were determined by a plurality of voices^ 
and thenceforth became the law of the ftate. 

A. D. 491-] Some years after the eftablifhment of the Franks in Gaul r 
Bafinus, king of Thuringia, made a fudden irruption into that part of the do- 
minions of Clovis, which was fituated beyond the Rhine. Clovis was no 
fooner informed "of this invafion^ than he afiembled his army Ivith the utmoft 
expedition, and entering the enemy's country, laid it wafte with fire and fword, 
and impofed a perpetual tribute on the offending monarch f. His thoughts 
were next bent on the formation of an alliance, by marriage, with fome one of 
the princes whofe territories lay contiguous to thofe which he had recently de- 
tached from the empire. ' 

* TJie Merovingians dated the commencement of their year on the day of this review; the. 
Carlo vingians from Chriftmas; and it was not till the reign of Charles the Ninth, that it was, 

fixed to the firft of January, This variation occafions a great embarraflment in fettling theprer*-- 

cife date of events. 

t Geft. Franc, c 19.. 
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Gondebald, king of the Burgundians, had a niece of extraordinary beauty, 

the; reputation of whofe charms, and the accounts of whofe fenfe and virtues, 
made a deep impreffion on the heart of Clovis, who fent ambaffadors to afk 
her of her uncle. The court of Burgundy, fearful of offending a young prince, 
whofe arms were every where victorious, complied with his requeft ; and the 
princefs Clotildis was accordingly efpoufed by Aurelian, an illuftrious Gaul, 
who made her the cuftomary prefent of a halfpenny, and a denier*. This 
cuftom was long obferved in France ; and, even now, huibands give their 
brides fome pieces of money j the only difference is in their number and 
value. 

A. D. 493.] Every thing being ready for the departure of the new queen, 
Ihe began her journey in a kind of waggon, called a bafteme, which was the 

moft decent carriage then in ufe 5 it was drawn by oxen, which, though they 

move flower than horfes, give a lefs uneafy motion to the vehicle. The mar- 
riage was celebrated at SoifTons, amidft the mingled acclamations of the Gauls 
and French. Heaven fmiled on this propitious union; Clotildis became mo- 
ther of a prince, who received baptifm, with the king's confent, and was 
chriftened Ingomerf. But the death of a child, for whom Clovis had fo ftrong 
an affedtion, infpired him, notwithflanding the earned remonftrances and Tooth- 
ing perfuafions of his wife, with averfion to the Chriftian religion \. He was 
prevailed on, however, to fuffer his fecond fon to undergo the ceremony of 
baptifm. He alfo was attacked with a fevere indifpofition, [A. D. 494.] but 
the prayers of his confort were heard, the prince was reftored to health, and 
the anxiety of his father difpelled. Soon after this, Clovis was converted to 
Chriftianity ; an event which is thus related by hiltorians : 

A. D. 496.] The Germans, a warlike people, had made incurfions into 
Gaul, with a view to a fettled eftablifhment, in imitation of thofe nations who 
had effected the expulfion of the Romans. Clovis, apprized of their intentions, 
haftened to impede their progrefs, and met them on the plains of Tolbiac, not 
far from Cologne, where a bloody battle was fought. The French army had 



begun to give way, when the king, lifting up his eyes to heaven, exclaimed, 



<c God of my queen Clotildis, if you grant me viflory, I here vow to receive 
baptifm, and hereafter to worfhip no other than you j| Having faid this, -he 
rallied his yielding forces, again 4ed them to the charge, pierced, with irrefifti- 
ble ardour, the enemy's battalions, and at laft put them to flight §. He then 
followed them into Germany, where he difperfed the remains of the vanquifhed 
army, reduced to obedience a nation hitherto invincible, and compelled them 
to pay him an annual tribute Faithful to his vow, he enquired into the my- 
fteries of the Chriftian religion 3 and on Chriftmas-day, received baptifm at the 



* Frederig, Epit. c. 10. A denier is a fmall French coin, equal, in value, to about the twelfth 
part of a halfpenny, f Greg. Tur. 1. 2. c. 29, 30. Geft. Franc, c. 24. % Hincmar. in vit. Re- 

tnig* II Greg. Tur. c. 15. Geft. Frank, c. .3.7. § Roric. l.ii. c[ Hincmar. in vit. Remig. 
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church, of St. Martin, in the ftiburbs of the city, from P.emigius, biftiop of 
Rheims, a prelate equally diftinguifhed for his birth and piety. His fifter Al- 
bofleda, and about three thoufand of his fubjedts, followed his example. 

A filly ftory prevails*, that a dove, defcended from Heaven, brought a 
phial of balfam, with which Clovis was confecrated, or confirmed. This is 
what is now called La Sainte Ampoule, the Holy Phials which is kept 
with extreme care, at Rheims/and contains the oil, ufed by the monarchs of 
France at the ceremony of their confecration. It has alfo been faid that this 
prince received from the hands of an angel, an Ecu Azur^ fpotted 'with Fleur d 
Lys; but it is certain that the ufe of armorial bearings did not prevail in France 
till long after this period, 

The converfion of Clovis by no means reprefled his ambition. Brabant, 
the country of Liege, and that part of Flanders which was fituated on the Tea 

coaft, had not yet fubmitted to the new conqueror of Gaul. 
* The moft confiderable of thefe fmallftates were the Arborici f, a Chriftian 
nation, that was firmly attached to the Chriftian religion., and thence main- 
tained an enmity againft the French, who were Pagans. But the recent con- 
duftldf Clovis and a part of his fubjeds having diminifhed their averfion, they 
were induced to content to an alliance with him J, and at length, they acknow- 
ledged; him for their fovereign, and the two people were conlblidated into one 
nation. The Roman garrifons, following die example, capitulated, and gave 
up all the places that were Itill in poffefilon of the empire towards the ocean, 
and ,on the banks of the Rhine. The principal articles of the treaty were 
thefe— that. they lliould be governed by their own laws y . that they. fhould wear 
what drefs they chofe 3 and that, in time of- war, they fhould hoift their own 
colours. This event gave rife" to the eftabliftiment of the famous law called 
Lex Riparia, from the name given to thofe foldiers, or people, who guarded 
or inhabited the banks of the Maefe and the Rhine, and probably the fea-fhore, 
By this law, which bears a greatYefemblance to the Salic law, it is ordained 
that every Riparius fhall be treated as a Frenchman. It betrays veitiges of 
fome Roman cuftoms; and contains feveral articles which have a direct relation 
to the Chriftian religion. 

A. D. 499.] The union of the Arborici with the French* was followed by 
an evsnt, which Clovis, with more fkill than probity, turned greatly to his 



■ 

* Hincmar, in vit. Remig. 

■ 

f This is the name of a people who formerly inhabited Zealand, a province of the Low-Coun- 
tries.^ Some authors have confounded them with the Taxandri, a nation that was eftablilhed in 
the vicinity of Maeftricht ; while others place them between Antwerp and the Maefe. 

$ Procop. 1. i. de Bello Goth. 
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own advantage. Gondegifilis, and his brother Gondebald, reigned jointly over 
the BurgOndians j but a jealoufy arifmg between them, the former entered fe- 
cretly into a league with the French monarch, who promifed to affift him with 
his forces *. Circumftances were extremely favourable for concealing the pre- 
parations that were going forward in France. The revolt of the inhabitants of 
Verdun furniflied a pretext for the colledtion of troops, whom Clovis led againfl: 
the rebels, [A. D. 500] 3 but his wrath being appeafed by the folicitation of a 
prieft, named Eufpicius, he pardoned thofe whom he came to chattife, and im- 
mediately directed his march towards Burgundy, where an a£tion enfued on the 
banks of the fmall river Oufche. The viftory was foon decided; Gondebald,. 
being deceived by the treachery of his faithlefs brother, fled, with the fmall re-, 
'mains of his army, to Avignon, whither he was purfued and befieged by the 
vi&orious troops. Endued with a wonderful prefence of mind, that no cala- 
mity could deftroy s and a fertility of mental refources, that no complication of 
misfortunes could exhauft ; he had the addrefs to form a treaty with Clovis, by 
which he agreed to leave Gondegifilis in pofieffion of Vienne, and of fome, other 
places which he had reduced. But, no fooner were the French departed than,, 
thinking himfelf juftified by the former treachery of his brother, in the viola- 
tion of his prefent engagements, he declared war againfl him y took Vienne by 
furprize ; and, purfuing Gondegifilis to the foot of the altar, whether he had 
fled for refuge, put an end to his exiftence. 

8 A. D. 501.] Clovis was, at this time, employed in the redudtion of the Ar- 
morician f towns ; but, having in vain attempted to fubdue them by arms, he 
at length acquired them by negociation A treaty was concluded, by which it 
was ftipulated that the Britons fliould have no more kings, but only counts, or 
dukes, dependent on the French monarch ||. There are fome writers §, who 
pretend that the French army took Vannes, and that this exploit paved the way 
for the conqueft of all Brittany. Be that as it may, Clovis had no fooner de- 
termined that important bufmefs, than he renewed, in concert with Theodoric 
king of the Oftrogoths, the war againfl: Gondebald.. 
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^his is the name, which the ancients gave ta Little Brittany, which is now a province of* 
e ; it fignifies, in the old* Gaulic language, Cf on the borders of the fea, or fea coaft." It is,, 
in fa£t, furrounded on three fides by the fea; on the north by the Englilh channel, on the weft by 
the main ocean, and on the fouth by the great gulph of France. It was formerly inhabited by the 
Nanneti, the Rhedones, the Diablinti,. Ambiliati, Veneti, Ofifimians, and Ciiriofoliti ; thefe people 
were powerful from the extent of their commerce,and formed a kind of republic within themfelves. 
The. tyrant Maximus abandoned them to the Britons, as an acknowledgment for the ferv ices they 
had* rendered him againfl: Gratian and Theodofius. It. was from thefe new fettlers that it received! 
the name of Brittany, inftead of Armorica. 

Corn, on the word Armorica; and Baudmnon the word. Brittany*. 

X Greg. Tur. de Mart. 1. iv. |[ Idem. 1. iv,.$ f 4. § Eginard in Annal. Aimoin, 1. iv. Proc.og^ 

i, xiv. de Eello Gothk. 
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A. D. 502.] The king of Burgundy had had fufficient time to make the 
neceffary preparations for a vigorous defence. His firft care was to conciliate 
the affections of his fubjefts, by an uniform difplay of mildnefs and moderation. 
With this view, too, he publifhed the famous ordinance, called, after him, the 
Gombetian Law ; the chief purport of which was to enfure the felicity of his 
people : it particularly forbids to moleft or maltreat fuch of the Gauls as may 
be fettled in any part of Burgundy *. The forty- fifth article allows the liberty 
of an appeal to fingle. combat, to thofe who may be indifpofed to abide by an 
•oath. After thefe preparations, Gondebald advanced againft the French, 
[A. D. 503.] whofe jundtion with the Vifigoths, -he was anxious to prevent. 
But his fuccefs was not anfwerable to his efforts his army being cut in pieces, 
and his kingdom reduced. It was, however, reftored to him 5 but for what 
reafon is not known. Some authors have afferted, that the Burgundian prince 
became tributary to Clovis ; that he even attached himfelf to his perfon, and 

accepted an office in his houfhold. This opinion is founded on a paffage in 
bifhop Avitus, where it is faid that Gondebald was either a foldier, or knight, 
in the fervice of the French king f. * 
• A. D. 507.] The conqueft of Brittany was foon followed by that of the 
•kingdom of the Vifigoths. Before the French fet out on this expeditiou they 
made a vow not to fhave themfelves till they had fubdued their enemies J. 
-Vows of this kind were very common among the ancient Franks ||» Every 
account, and every occurrence, prior to the victory of Clovis over Alaric, are 
interfperfed with marvellous legends, and wonderful incidents. It was the cuf- 
tom of thofe times to draw an omen from the ve: fe that was chaunting when a 
perfon entered the church. The king's envoys, at their entrance into the 
church of St. Martin, heard thefe words from the PiMms — <c Thou haft endued 
me with ftrength for the wars 3 thou haft fupplanteJ thofe that had rifen up 
againft me ; thou haft put my enemies to flight, and haft exterminated thofe 
that hated me." This fortunate prognoftic was confirmed on the banks of the 
Vienne. The army was at a lofs where to pafs that river, when a hind plunged 
into the ftream in fight of the whole camp, and fhewed them a ford, which ftill 
retains the name of the pajfage of the hind. A third prodigy, ftill more wonder- 
ful, difpelled every doubt, and affured them that their expedition could not fail 
,to prove fuccefsful. A fire was feen in the air, which appeared to rife from 
above the church of St. Hilary 5 and after hovering over the camp, it fettled 
on Clovis's tent, and there "evaporated. In a more enlightened age it would 
have been confidered as a mere Aurora Borealis ; but at that time it was re- 
garded as a prodigy portending the moft fplendid triumphs. 

m 

* Lex. Burg. Tit. 45. f In Epift. ad Clodovic. J Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c 37. JI Roric. 1. iv, 

Geft. Franc, c. 17. Amoin, 1. 1. 

v 

E-2 



36 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



[510. 



The two armies met in tire plains of Vouille, near Poitiers *. Soon after 
the battle began, the monarchs of either nation, perceiving each other, rufhed 
forward at the fame inftant, and engaged in fingle combats when the fuperior 

ltrength or fkill of Clovis decided die victory in his favour : he difmountcd his 
adverfary, and flew him on the fpot. Nothing now remained, to impede the 
progrefs of the conqueror , who extended his empire from the banks of the 
Loire to the Pyrenean mountains. 

A. D. 508.] It was on his return from this expedition that he received, at 
the city of Tours, the ambafladors of Anaftafius, emperor of the eaft; who fent 
him the title and infignia of a patrician and conful, and conferred on him the 
dignified appellation of Auguftf. Clovis gave a great feaft on this pccafion, 
at which he appeared on horfeback, with the crown on his head, and arrayed in 
imperial purple he threw a quantity of money among the people, and from 
that time affumed the title of Auguft, an appellation ever dear and venerable to 
the Gauls, from their long connection with the Romans, The new, patrician., 
after difmiffing the ambafladors, returned to Paris, which he made the capital 
of his empire s and fixed his refidence in a. palace, in the fouthern part of the 
city, which had formerly been inhabited by the emperors Julian and Valenti- 
nian the Firft. Succefs had hitherto attended all , the plans of Clovis ; arid* 
allowing for the ferocious and martial fpirit which then prevailed,- he had pre- 
ferved his fame from any material pollution but his good fortune and his he- 
roifm appear to have forfaken him at the fame time. . . r 
. A. D. 509, 51.0.] The defeat of his troops at Aries, .though followed by an 
advantageous peace, irritated his temper and the latter part of his , life was 
marked by fanguinary deeds, that merit the fevereft reprobation J. The cruel- 
ties he exercifed againft the princes of his family, whofe territories he invaded, 
cannot fail to excite horror. The death of Sigebert, king of Cologne, and his 

ion Clodoric, who loft their lives through his intrigues 3 the fate of Cararic, 
king of the Morini ||, and his fon,. whom he firft ordered to be fhaved §, and 
then maflacredj that of Ragnacharius, king of Cambray,' and his brother 
Richarius, whom he killed with his own hand 3 and the aflaflination of Regno- 

■ 

► • 
- v 

* Procop. de Bell. Got. Ifidor. Hiftor. Got. ' t Greg. Tur. 1. K. c. 38. Geft. Franc, c. 17., 
$ Greg. Tur. 1. ii. c. 40, 41, 42. Frederig. Epit. c. 26, 27. 

|| The dominions of thefe people, it is fuppofed, extended over that country in which are 
sow included Boulogne, St. Omer, and a great part of Artois. 

§ This is the firft inflance that occurs in the French hiftory of {having, or cutting off the 
t hair of a prince 5 which was confidered as a proof that he refigned the fceptre. Too many 
examples of this barbarous cuftom will be feen in the fequel. 
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<mer> king of Men's,. :an4 his brother, are adts of. barbarity and injuftice, that 
f niuft fix; an indelible fligma on his name *. . 

It was, probably, with the; yiew : to wipe out the infamy incurred by the 
commiffion of lb many crimes, that he founded a "great number of churches - 
and monafteries j a cuftom which was but too prevalent in thole; ages of igno- 
rance, when all Chriftian juftice was fuppofed to confift in the ere&ion of tem- 
ples, and the maintenance of a certain number of monks, for the purpofe of 
prayer and meditation. It was probably from fimilar motives, that he convened 
a council of thirty-three bifliops, in the town of .Orleans f, [A. D. 511.] 
We learn from hiftory that it .was not -only affembled by his orders, bur that 
he fixed on the topics of difcuffion \ and the prelates wrote to him to requeft his 
approbation of their decifions. The moft remarkable articles that were paffed 
related to the right of afylum, or fanduary, claimed for the churches, and the 
condefcenlion to be fhewnto heretical clerks, whofe converfion lhould appear 
to be fincere. The council ordained that no one lhould be admitted to holy 
.orders without the permiffion of. the king, or of the judge, and that no Have 
•lhould be allowed that privilege without the exprefs confent of his lord. 
. The celebrated author of the cronological abridgment of the hiftory of 
.France J, pretends, that the true principles of the regale |) is to be found in the 
ads of this council, the firft that was holden in Gaul, when under the dominion 
of the French] but thefe ads are now before us, and we fear not to maintain, 
as Paiquier has already §, that nothing can be difcovered in them which relates 
to that important prerogative- of the crown : if, therefore, it be true diat this 
privilege is coeval with the monarchy, its origin muft be looked for in the 
nature of the feudal law. The. French monarchs have, in all ages, ; 'granted 
lands on the condition of military fervice, or fome other mark of feudal fubjec- 
tion. It is evident from the teftimony of the author of the Adions of the Kings 
of France j of Rorico, the ftionk%; of archbifliop Hincraar, in his Life of 
Remigius, or Saint Remy which was taken from contemporary wri- 
ters y and of Aimoin, in his hiftory of France from the origin of the- 

- » - - 

. . . 

* This multitude of petty kingdoms Which fubfifted in Gaul, at the fame time as that^of 
Clovis^ form, fays an ilhiftrious academician, one of the greateft -difficulties in the ancient 
hiftory of France. Chantereau le Fevre r in a mannfeript work, preferved in the king's 
library at Paris, imputes it to the diforders which prevailed after the expulfion of Childeric, 
when fuch as were fufficiently powerful took advantage of the anarchy in which the nation 
Was involved, to eftablifh an independent authority. It is poflible they were founded by 
Clenus, brother to Clodian. M. de Fonc. Memoire de V Academic des Belles Lettres, torn?, 
viii. p., 470, 471. : . 

• • * 

t Epift. Synod. Aiir. Prim. ad\ Reg. Clodov* $ The PreficTent Bainault.: *• ' : :> 

|| The regale, is that law which- gave to the king the right of nomination to vacantbifhop* - 
ricks-, and of enjoying their revenues. 

* * { ^ t' + 

• § Recher. de la France, 1. iij. c. 35. p. 295. Geft; Reg. Fr. c. Juh.'jv. 7ooi&pTid Duch»- 
tam* i. ft * RorjLc.Mon. p. 8q(j. t|.. Vita. M. S. Rem, p. 5.25, rf^Ahn. l..i.c*i./ • 
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monarchy ; that Clovis invefted Aurelian with the lordlhip of Melun, to be 
holden of him in faith and homage. The names of thefe gifts to the fovereign 
-have varied with the times : - during the reigns of the Merovingian monarchs, 
they were called benefices ; during thofe of the Carlovingian kings, they were 
called fiefs * ; both terms, however, conveyed an idea of vafialage, and implied 
an obligation of fidelity to the prince. Thefe benefa&ions, then, never granted 
but for life, reverted to the crown on the death of the ppffeirors, when their 
revenues returned to the monarch, who enjoyed them till fuch time as he 
granted a new inveftiture. This law admitted of no exception j it extended 
.generally to ail fiefs, as well ecclefiaftical as lay. Ic may, therefore, be juftly 
regarded as the foundation and bafis of the regale, which, in courfe of time, 
was extended to all epifcopal poffeffions. ' 

What appears merely probable at firft fight, is converted into a certainty, 
by an attentive examination of certain anecdotes of the monarchy -j\ From the 
will of Philip the Auguft, and from various ordinances of the monarch who 
fucceeded him J, it it evident , that there were churches exempted from the 
regale. . What could be the reafon of this exception ? Ic is certainly not to be 
found in the adts of the council of Orleans, which, according to the author of 
the Cronological Abridgment, fubjedts all bifhopricks, generally, to this right 
of the crown ; nor in the prote&orfhip which the French monarchs exercifed 
over all churches indifcriminately ; nor yet in the prerogative of founders and 
patrons, which is common to all fovcreigns, though all fovereigns do not enjoy 
the right of the regale. It muft then be fought for in the nature of the pofleflions 
which conftituted the revenues of thofe churches. They were not fubje<5t to the 
regale, becaufe they held no fief of the king. Thus we fee the ecclefiaftical 

fiefs, in fome of the ancient French authors, ftyled regales. They tell us that 
the bilhops of Orleans, and Auxerre, having refufed to produce the men they 
were bound to furnilh, Philip the Auguft feized their regales, that is (according 
to the explanation of Rigord,) all the poffeffions which they held of his majefty 
in, faith. and homage. ; 

Whatever may have been the origin of this prerogative, we are allured by 
Gregory of Tours, that .the firft race of kings enjoyed it, notwithftanding the 
oppofition of many of the bifhops. Popes, Innocent the Third, Clement the 
Fourth, and Gregory the Tenth, acknowledged its validity by their bulls. The 
council of Lyons authorized it in theft churches, where it. was eftablifhed at 
their foundation, or by ancient cuftomj but it prohibited the introduction of it 
in fuch as were not before fubjedt to it. 

The parliament of Paris, the fole judge of thefe matters, always maintained, 
that, the regale being a right of the crown, ought to extend to every bilhoprick 



* Du Cange, .on the word feudum. t Ordon. de. Phil. le Bel, 1302. ^ Ord, de Phi!, dt 
Talois,. 1434. 
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in the kingdom. In 1673, Lewis the Fourteenth hTued-an edict, whereby the 
regale was declared to be unalienable *, and univerfal throughout his dominions. 
This edict was confirmed by the parliament, and fubfcribed by all the clergy, 
at a general affembly, axcept the bilhops of Aleth and Pamiers, whofe refufal 
was puniihed by the feizure of their revenues. Pope Innocent publifhed fome 
bulls of excommunication in their favour but -the matter was accommodated 
under the pontificate of Innocent the Twelfth, and the univerfality of the regale 

. folemnly acknowledged. 

The affembling of the council of Orleans, was the laft remarkable, event of 
the reign of Clovis, who died the fame year, at the age of forty-five, and was 
buried in the church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, which he had caufed to be 
built f. It has been a fubject of difpute with hiftorians, whether the military 
or the political talents of this prince were the moft eminent. Gaul, fubdued by 
his arms, and preferved by his prudence, affords a proof that he was equally 
fkilful in the cabinet, and formidable in the field. Such a tribute of admiration, 
as a continued feries of victories may command, is certainly due to his conduct, 
at the commencement of his reign : but it is. not fuccefs, alone that can enfure 
the commendation of an hiftorian ; it is his duty to weigh; with candour and 
impartiality, the motives that influence a monarch when he engages in a war 
that terminates in conqueft; and fuch an inveftigation induces us to condemn 
what has hitherto been considered as a theme of applaufe, in the life of Clovis, 
who was, certainly actuated by ambition, and a culpable defire of extending his 
dominions, in moft of his contefts with the neighbouring monarchs j and, when 
thus urged,, he : alike defpifed the principles of juftice, and the dictates of 
humanity. If then we are compelled,- from thefe confederations, to withhold, 
that praife which has been too profufely bellowed on the former part of his reign, 
what terms of cenfure, fufficiently ftrong, can we employ, to mark our debella- 
tion of its conclufion, which exhibits a difgufting fcene of violence and cruelty ? 
His injuftice and barbarity are, unfortunately, but too conipicuousj and his 
conduct, in particular to the princes his kinfmen, finks the, hero in the ufurper.. 



A * 



5 



: * Charles the Seventh, and moft of his fncceflbrs, had granted the revenues arifing from the: 
regale to the holy chapel, at Paris; but Lewis the Thirteenth. took them again, and gave, in* 
exchange, the abbey of St. Nicafe, at Rheims. 

t Greg. Tur. de glor. confefs. c, 71... 
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CL O V IS left four Tons, who divided : the kingdom into four equal parts, 
rand then drew lots for them. vThierri, though fprung from a concubine, was 
king of Metz; Clodomir was king of Orleans ; Chikiebert of Paris j and Clo- 
taire of Soifibns. . The prccife limits of 1 their refpe6live dominions have not 
been marked by hiftorians f, but from circumftances it may be colledted that' 
the kingdom of Metz comprehended the country v of the Albigenfcs, Rou- 
ergue, Aiive rgne, all the frontiers of Provence and Languedoc, Champagne, the 
three biflioprieks, Luxembourg, Alfacey the electorates of Treves, Mayence,- 

and Cologne, and the whole of ; ancient France, as far as Weftphalia; that of 
Paris extended along the Tea coaft from* Picardy to the Pyrenean mountains, 
Beauce, Maine, Anjou, Touraine, and Berry, formed that of Orleans. The 
kingdom of -Soifibns was lefs extenfive ; it was fit ua ted between Champagne, 

the Ifle of France, Normandy, the ocean, and the Scheld. But, though thefe 



fdur. : ftates were governed by different princes, independent oh each other 
they were all fubjedt to the fame laws, and formed but one monarchical body. 
The nobles of the four kingdoms affembled together, from time to time, in the 
faitie . place, where they fettled the general affairs of the nation, and decided 

fuch law-fuits as concerned the empire, either by the importance of the objeft 
of difpute, or by the quality of the parties. 

0 

■ 

% Childebert was but the third fon of Clovis: but as Paris is become the capital of the 
French empire, it has been ufual only to rank fuch as have reigned in that city among the kings 
of France 5 and to this cuftom we fhall conform throughout the prefent work. 

f Greg. Tur. 1. iii.c. 2 Frederig. c. 30. Geft. Franc, c. 10. 

^ This divifion of the kingdom of Clovis, gave rife to a new divifion of the kingdom of 
France. They gave the name of Auftrafia to that part of it which is fi mated towards the 
eafl* between the Rhine, the Maefe, and the Mofelle. And the part which lies to the weft, 

between the Maefe and the Loire, and extends to the ocean, was called Neufhia, 

3 
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A. D. 519.] The firft years of the reign of thefe princes were neither dif- 
turbed by foreign war or domeftic commotion. France enjoyed the moft pro- 
found peace when Cochiliac, who pretended to be defcended from Clodian, 
made incurfions upon the territories of the king of Auftrafia. Thierri was ob- 
liged to fend a confiderable army againft him, the command of which he gave 
to his fon Theodebert. This young hero overtook the Danifh prince julx as 
he was going to embark his forces, which he attacked and overcame, and (lew 
their leader with his own hand. It appears from the accounts of thofe times, 
that fo early as this period France had a navy, fince we are- told that the French 
fleet took* that of the Danes, got pofTefiion of a confiderable booty, and releafed 
all the French prifoners. This expedition was fucceeded by another into 
Tliuringia, where Balderic was deprived of his dominions and his life. 
520. ] The king of Auftrafia was to have divided this conqueft with Her-- 
menfroy, the brother of the deceafed monarch, at whofe inltigation he had 
taken up arms.- — Such were the terms of the treaty 5 but the Thuringian, 
equally perfidious to his allies as barbarous to his brother, violated his engage- 
ment. Thierri difguifed his refentment, and deferred his vengeance to a future 




opportunity. 

A. D. 523.] The three fons of Clotildis declared war againft Sigifmond, 
king of Burgundy, who unjufl'ly detained the poileffions of their mother, and 
after they had overcome him in a pitched battle, they fcized his dominions f. 
Sigifmond, his wife and children, were delivered to Clodomir, who notwith- 
ftanding the threats and folicitations of the abbot Avitus, caufed them to be 
maflacred and thrown into a well — a punilhment that was but too frequent in 
thofe barbarous times 

Gondemar, brother to the murdered monarch, re-entered Burgundy, and 
retook the kingdom ; when the king of Orleans, aflifted by Thierri, advanced 

againft him, and defeated his army at Veferonce, in the neighbourhood of 

Vienne. But his extreme eagernefs in purfuing the enemy carrying him too 
far into the country, he was furprized by a party of Burgundians, who attacked 

and flew him. The courage, of the French, far from being damped by the 
death of Clodomir, was now converted into fury s they deftroyed all before 
rhem, fparing neither age nor fex, and did not leave Burgundy till they had laid 
the whole country wafte. 

Thus perifhed the youthful Clodomir, in the midft of victory. Some years 
after; his three brothers, and Theodebert, his nephew, revenged his death by 
the conqueft of Burgundy, which they divided between them||. This monarchy 

* Greg. Tur. 1. iii. c. 7. — Gelt. Franc, c. 19. Fredeg. 31. 'f Greg. Tur. 1. iii. c. 6. Geft. 
Franc, c. 20. 

$ There are two villages of the ancient kingdom of Clodomir, where ifome traces of the aftion 
are ftill preferved — 6aint Sigifmond and Columelle — This laft word is fuppofed to be a corruption 

of Calumnia. || Procop. ue Bel. Goth. 1. ii. c. 13. 
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had been founded one hundred and twenty years at the period of its re-union to 
the kingdom of France *. The king of Orleans left three fons, Theodebert,. 



Gontaire and Clodoalde j\ Brought up under the care and infpe&ion of their 
virtuous grandmother, they would doubtlefs have enjoyed that felicity, every 
effential requifite for which they pofleffed, but for the cruelty and ambition of their 
uncles. Thefe princes having, by artifice, got their nephews into their power 
immediately threw off the malk of affe&ion which they had hitherto worn, and 
lent a fword and a pair of fciffars to* Clotildis, the guardian of their youth.. 
That princefs^in a tranfport of grief* inconsiderately exclaimed, that fhe would 
rather fee them committed to the earth, than flint up in a convent. Ker words were 
but too faithfully reported to Clotaire, who feizing the eldeft, then only in his 
eleventh year, dafhed him on the ground, and plunged a poniard into his breaft; 
the youngefe, affrighted,, threw himfelf at the feet of Childebert, and embracing 
his knees, begged hard for his life... The monarch was deeply affe£led, and 
could not reftrain his tears \ but Glotaire,. reproaching him with his weaknefs, 
tore the child from his arms, and murdered him on the body of his brother. 
The third had the good fortune to efcape the fury of this barbarian. He fub- 
mitted to have his hair cut off, and having devoted his life to the fervice oi 
. God, is,. at pre fent^. invoked under the name of Saint Cloud. Though thefe events 
did not take place till fome years after the death of Clodomir, we thought it 
neceffary to relate them together,, in order to prevent a future interruption in 
the thread of our hiftory... 

A. D. .531.] The king of Auftrafia had not. forgotten the perfidy of Her- 
menfroy. Affifted by his brother Clotaire,.. he entered Thuringia, carried, the 
capital by affault, and reduced the whole kingdom to fubjedtion J. Almoft 
every event of thefe barbarous ages is marked with cruelty ||. The king of 
Thuringia, confiding in the promife of Thierri,. went to meet him at Tolbiac ; 
but as he was walking with him, one day, on the walls of the town, a perfon in 
the retinue of the French monarch came behind him and threw him over into 
the ditch,, where he expired, 
and ordered her brother to be murdered ; but he himfelf had nearly fallen a 
vi&im to the jealoufy of Thierri,. That prince had defired to have fome 
private converfation with- him; when the king of Soiffons entered his apart- 



Rade 



mem, he perceived the feet of fome foldiers who were concealed behind the 
tapeftry ; upon which he made a fign to the noblemen who attended on his 
perfon to follow him.. Though his brother was thus foiled in his attempt, he 
betrayed no figns of confufion,. but loaded him with careffes,and prefented hirii 

* Both ancient and modern writers fix the foundation of this monarchy at the year 413 or 414, 
under Gondicarius or Gondiocus. The Abbe du Bos fixes its deftruftion at the year 534, during 
the reign of Gondomar ; after which it was fometimes divided, between fcveral of the French kings, 
and fometimes poffeffed by one; and at length it was divided into two or three parts, each of which 
was honoured with the title of the kingdom of Burgundy. — Velly. Greg. Tur. 1. i. c. 18. 

+ Geft. Franc, c. 14. Fred, Epitom. c. 37. \ Greg. Tur. 1. iii. c. 8. Geft. Franc, c« 22, 
|| Fredeg. Epit. c. 32.. 
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•with a rich bafon — a prefcnt that was very common in thofe times. Gregory 
of Tours relates, that among the precious articles which Childeric fent to 
Tiberius Conftantine, emperor of the eaft, there was a gold bafon enriched 
with ftones, which weighed fifty pounds. 

During thefe tranfa£tions in Thuringia, the king of Paris revenged the infults 
and cruelties committed on his fifter by her hufband Almaric *. The effects of 
this expedition were the deliverance of Clotildis, the death of the king of the 
Vifigoths, and the capture and pillage of Narbonne, where were found feventy- 
. two vafes of gold, which, it was pretended, had been taken from the temple 
of Solomon. As Childebert was going on this expedition f, a falle report was 
fpread that the king of Auftrafia was killed, which induced him to take a diffe- 
rent road, and direft his march to Auvergne, whofe inhabitants joyfully acknow- 
ledged him for their fovereign. They had foon reafon, however, to repent 
their imprudence, for the vi6torious Thierri entered their country with his 
troops, took poffeffion of Clermont, ftormed the caftle of Volorre, burnt that 
of Tiern, reduced the fort of Oliergue, which was deemed impregnable, caufed 
Munderic the chief fupporter of the rebel party, to be aflaffinated, and left, 
in every quarter, marks of the mod implacable vengeance. 

This deftru&ive expedition, and the reconciliation of Thierri with his bro- 
thers, are the laft memorable adlions of his reign. He died in the year 534.— 
There was nothing of mediocrity in the charadter of Thierri. As a king > 
prompt and decifive in all his undertakings; as a man, licentious and un- 
reftrained in the gratification of his paffior^s — never did a monarch exercife 
authority more abfolute — never did a politician pay lefs refpeft to the laws 
of honour and the rights of humanity. We learn, from the hiftory of this 
reign J|, that formerly the kings of France nominated to vacant bifhopricks, 
without waiting for the fuffrage of the people and the clergy. The church of 
Auvergne having chofcn a fucceffor to bifhop Euprafius, Thierri not approving 
their choice, conferred the biihoprick on Apollinaris, who was accordingly re- 
ceived and confecrated. This prelate too dying fome months after his promo- 
tion, the king appointed Quintin, whom the Arians had expelled from his fee, 
to fucceed him j and the neighbouring bifhops afiembling, inftalled him in the 
church at Clermont, and prefented him to the people, who acknowledged him 
for their lawful paftor. The popes had not yet arrogated to themfelves the 
right of confirmation. The only homage paid by the prelates to the fovereign 
pontiffs, confifted in fending them a confefiion of faith, and in afking their 
communion. 

* Procop. 1. i. de Bell. Got. 1. xii. c. 2. Greg. Tur. 1. iii. c. 10. t Idem, ibid. c. 13, J4. 
Fredeg Epit. c. 37. Aimoin, Hift. 1. x. 

X Munderic, who pretended to have an equal right to the kingdom with Thierri, and to be a king 
like him, might probably, according to the conjecture of a learned academician, be a natural Ion 
of Clovis- although that prince, for reafons unnoticed in hiftory, had not acknowledged him as 
fuch. ML de Fonc. Memoire de L'Academie des Belles Lettres, torn. viii. p. 473. 

|| Greg. Tur. L iiic. 17. 
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A. D. 534] Theodeberc, the fon and fole heir of the king of Auftrafia, 
was in Auversjne during; his father's illnefs; a (lave to the charms of the beau- 



tious Deuteria, he feemed to have forgotten the reft of the world. Already had 
Childebert and Clotairc adopted meafures for difmembering the fucccfiion of 
Thierri, and were preparing to enforce them*, when the young prince, tear- 
ing himfelf from the arms of his miftrefs, haftened to Metz, and by fhewing 
himfclf to his fubjedts, defeated the perfidious fchemes of his uncles. But the 
commencement of a reign, in many refpe&s glorious, was difhonoured by an 
action of great criminality. The new monarch repudiated his wife, Wihgarda, 
in order to efpoufe Deuteria, who was alfo married. Thefe incidents were 
very common, in the early times of the monarchy; for, befides Clotaire's mar- 
riage with his brother's widow, that prince had three wives at the fame time, 
two of whom were filters, and he made no fcruple to marry Waldrada, his ne- 
phew's fan's widowf . Such examples were followed by private people, who 



probably carried this licentioufnefs to a greater height: at leaft, we are autho- 



rized to believe fo, by one of the canons of the fecond council of Orleans J, by 
which a man is prohibited from marrying his mother-in-law, or father's wife.. 

A. D. 535.] The French now difcovered a new theatre for the difplay of 
their valour, beyond the Alps. — Theodat having become king of Italy, in right 
of his wife Amalafonta, had fcarcely obtained the crown when he put her to 
death to whom he was indebted for it||. Juftinian undertook to infiidt venge- 
ance on the ungrateful aflaffin, and with this view applied for affiftance to the 

French princes, with whom he fpeedijy concluded a treaty. The Oftrogoths, 
however, found means to detach them from this new alliance, by ceding to 
rhem Provence and a part of the Alps. But this fecond treaty was no better 
obferved than the firft. The year following, Theodebert appeared in Italy at 
the head of a powerful army, where he firft attacked the Oftrogoths, and next 
the Romans, and having defeated both their armies, ravaged Liguria, facked 

the city of Genoa, and then returned to France, loaded with plunder which 
was the only advantage he derived from this inglorious expedition.. 

A. D. 540.] After his return to his own dominions, he entered into a league 
with Childebert againft the king of Soiffons. Hiftorians are filent as to the 
caufe of this war] they only tell us that Clotaire, unable, from the inferiority of 
his forces, to encounter his enemies in the open field, intrenched himfelf in the 
foreft of Routot, in the pays de Caux, with a refolution to perifh rather than 
yield§. Already had the two monarchs made every neceffary preparation for 
forcing his intrenchments, when a dreadful tempeft burft over their camp. 
The noife of the thunder, inceffant dallies of the moft vivid lightning, and 
fhowers of hail, mixed (according to the credulous hiftorians of thofe days) 
with Jlones, carried confternation and difmay throughout the ranks. The con- 



* Greg. Tur. 1. iii. c. 20. f Idem, 1. iv. c. 9. % Concil. tome iv. || Procop. 1, i. Hifti Got 
Jornand. de Reb. Got. § Greg. Tur. 1. iii. c, 28, Geft. Franc, c, 25; 
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federate princes acknowledged the hand of God, and immediately became re- 
conciled to Clotaire, whofe camp, we are told, the ftorrn had refpe&ed. This 
miracle was afcribed^to the prayers of Saint Clotiidis.. 

This fame year has been fixed on as the epoch of the eftabliihment of the 
kingdom of Ivetot. It is laid * x that Clotaire flew with his own hand, in the 
church of Soiflbns, a gentleman of the name of Gautier, who was lord of that 
barony ; that when his pafTion was over, he was the fir ft to condemn the murder 
he had committed, and as a kind of reparation for it, eredted the lordfliip of 
Ivetct into a kingdom. But this ftory appears to be fabulous. The lords of 
Bellay, who have enjoyed that lordfhip by the marriage cf one of their anceftors 
with Ifabcl Chenu, acknowledge that they have no juft title to this pretended 
royakyf. 

After the reconciliation between the kings of Paris and Soifibns, thofe mo- 
narchs joined their troops, and entering Spain, took Pampeluna, ravaged Bifcay, 
Arragon, and Catalonia, and laid fiege to Sarragoffa, whole inhabitants, in 
order to refcue themfelves from pillage, gave them the tunic of Saint Vincent 
the martyr J. This precious relic was depofued in the church which Childebert 
had built in the fuburbs of Paris, and to which he had given the name of Saint 
Croix and Saint Vincent. It is now called St. Germain des Pres. Such is the 
account given by the French authors of this event ||. The Spaniards, on the. 
contrary, affirm that the two kings were totally defeated before the town ; that 
the conquerors having immediately feized the paflfes of the Pyrenees, they muft 
have been taken, if the general of the Vifigoths had not been bribed to grant, 
them a paflage and that their army was entirely cut in pieces- 
Italy frill continued to be a prey to the deftrudtive flames of war- Juftiniaiij. 
convinced that he Ihould fail in his endeavours, if he had the French princes 
for his enemies, fent them a , celebrated embafly, with a formal ceflion of all his 
rights and pretenfions to Provence §. Pie granted them the privilege of prefid- 
ing, like the Emperors, over the games which were celebrated in the amphi- 
theatre at Aries; and he iffued an edi6l, ordering that all gold coin, coined by 
them, and bearing their image, fhould be current, throughout the whole extent 
of the empire. This was a prerogative, that had conftantly been refufed even 
to the great kins; of Perfia. But all thefe advances proved fruitlefs Theodebert 
entered into a treaty with Totila, to whom he had recently refufed to give his 
daughter in marriage, becaufe he would not fuffer her to be the wife of any one 
of inferior rank to that of a monarch. The motives of this confederacy was the 
afifumption, by Juftinian, of the pompous title of Francifcus y which, was grofsly 
inconliftent, after the numerous vidlories obtained by the French over the 
Roman troops ^f. 

The king of Auftrafia undertook, either to make him lofe or merit that title. 
Pie began by caufing medals to be made,, on which he was reprefented not only 

* Robert Gag'uin, Hift. 1. ii. in vit. Clot, t Pafquier Recherches de la France, 1. iii, c. 7. 

\ Geft. Franc, c. 2.6. (| Ifidor, Hifp. Hift. Got, JProcop. l.iii. de Bol. Got.. lAgatil.L 
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with all the marks of the imperial dignity, but with the appellation of u Lord/ 1 
and cc Auguft," which were peculiar to the emperors. Pie next thought of 
engaging in his quarrel the Gepidi, the Lombards, and all thofe nations which 
1 welled the lift of Juftinian's conquefts. He intended to carry the war even 
into Thrace and Illy ri a 3 but thefe grand projects were put an end to by a fatal 
accident, which deprived him of life. 

A. D. 548.] This prince, the moft accomplished of all the defendants of 
Clovis, was taken off either by the fall of a tree/ which wounded him mortally; 
or by a tedious diforder which bafficd the utmoft (kill of his phyficians * 5 for 

hiftorians are not agreed on this point. 

Bold, hardy, and intrepid, he had lcarcely arrived at maturity, when he 
acquired, by a fignal viftory over the Danes, the epithet Ufeful, which was ever 
after annexed to his name. Benificent, humane, and alive to the miferies of 
his people, he had nothing of that ferocity in his difpofition, which difhonours 
the memory of his grandfather, his father, and his uncles. Adored by his 
fubjedts, courted by his neighbours, and., feared by his enemies, never did a 
monarch more ably maintain the dignity of his crown. Marius, bifhop of 

Laufanne, always diftinguifhed him by the appellation of the Great King of the 
French, f The memorable reply which he made to bifhop Didier, is particu- 
larly worthy of notice. That prelate having brought him a confiderable fum 
which had been lent from the royal treafury to the inhabitants of Verdun, he 
refined to take it : — " We are both of us but too happy," faid he ; cc you, in having 
cc procured me an opportunity of doing good; and I, in not having fufFered it 
" toefcape."' He left but one fon, whom he had byDeuteria; he v/as named 
Theodobald or Thibaut, and fucceeded to the crown, without any opposition 
from his uncles, which fufficiently proves that baftards were not then excluded 
the fucceflion. 

The death of the king of Auftrafia, was foon followed by that of the virtuous 
Clotildis who was a model of patience, piety, and zeal : her body was con- 
veyed to Paris, where it was interred by the fide of Clovis, in the church of 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, now Saint Genevieve. She was afterwards cano- 
nized. 

A. D. 549.] Theodobald had fcarcely afcended the throne when Juftinian 
lent ambaffadors to afk his alliance, and the reftitution of thofe places which his 
father had taken inLiguria, and the Venetian territories. The young monarch, 
in return, difpatched four French noblemen to the court of Conitantincple, who 
brought this negociation to a happy conclusion. Peace was proclaimed between 
France and the Empire, and the French remained in poffeffion of their Italian 
conquefts J. The Pope was treated with greater refpeft 5 the Emperor left the 
affair of the three. chapters to the decifion of a general council — this appellation 
was bellowed on the famous queftion which was agitatated in the fixth century, 

j* Agaih. 1. i. | Greg. Tur. 1, Hi. c. 36. % Procop. 1. iv. ele Bell, Got. c. 24, 26.. 
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relative to the condemnation of certain writings of Theodoret, bifliop of Cyr 5 
a letter of Ibas, bifliop of Edeffa; and the pcrfon and works of Theodoras, of 
Mopfueftia. Thefe writings are reprefentcd by ancient authors as juft objedts 
of fufpicioiij the two firft, becaufe they were compofed in favour of Neftorius, 
againit Cyriilus,. of Alexandria ; and the laft,, becaufe they were regarded as 
the fources whence all the errors of the bifliop of Byzantium were derived. 
But Thcodoret and Ibas had both been acknowledged as orthodox writers by the 
council of Chalcedon, and Theodorus had been received into the bofom of the 
church, previous to his death. — Thefe confederations occafioned no fmall em- 
barraflrnent. — Nevertheless,, the three chapters were condemned in the fifth 
general council. of Conftantinople. Pope Vigilius rcfufed to ratify this condem- 
nation j but it was folemnly confirmed by his fucccfibr, Pelagius. Childebert 
confidering this ftep as an infringement on the authority of the council of Chal- 
cedony complained of it to the Pope,- whom he obliged to fend him his confcf- 
fion of faith. This letter was fufficient to prevent the fchifm which was on the 
point of breaking forth in* France, though it was inadequate to remove the 
prejudices of the nation,, with regard to tne prevarication of which it accufed. 
the fbvtreign pontiff.'. 

A. D. 554.] The peace with the Empire was of fhort duration.. The king 

of Auftrafia, in violation of the late treaty, permitted Leutharis and Bucelinus 
to lead feventy-five thoufand men to the afliftance of the Gftrogoths.. Thefe- 
generals made themfelves m alters of Parma, defeated a detachment of the 
Imperial.army, under die command of Fulcaris, fpread devaftation around them 
wherever they went, and advanced as- far as Samnium, where they divided their 
army into two bodies One of thefe, under Leutharis,.. after ravaging Cala- 
bria and the neighbouring countries, perifhed by. the plague,, under the walls of 
Padua. The- other commanded by Bucelinus, laid wafte Lucania-, and the 
country of the Biutii, and was then cut to pieces* not far from Capua, The 
(laughter, we are told, in this battle was fo dreadful, that but five foldiers efca- 
ped out of an army of thirty thoufand men; the reft were all flam, or taken 
prifoners. By this defeat the French loft all the places they poflefied in Liguria, 
and the Venetian territories the paflage of the Alps was tire only one of their 
conquefts they were able to preferve;. 

®- 555-1 This calamitous intelligence had fcarcely reached France, 
when Theodbbald, whofe mind was more vigorous than his body, departed 
this life, in the feventh year of his reign. He left no children ; and, though he 
had two fitters, Wifigarda and Ragnitruda, the law of the realm,, fays Agathias + , 
called Childebert and Clotaire to fucceed him, as his neareft relations. This 
is the firft hiftorical monument of that fundamental law which excludes females 
from the throne. The king of Paris, attacked by a violent diforder, was in no 

condition to enforce his right 5 and Clotaire, taking advantage of this circum- 

* Procop. 1. iv, Agath. lrii. + C. 2. 
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fiance, gained over the nobles of Auftrafia, and compelled his brother to make a 
formal lurrender of all his pretenfions. Childcbert, byway of revenge for this 
treacherous conduit, lowed confufion and difcord in the family of the king of 
Soiflbns. When that monarch returned from an expedition againft the Saxons, 
he found that Chramne, the moft beloved of all his children, had revoked 
againft him*. He took proper meafures for reducing him to fubm\IIion 5 and 
was on the point of enforcing them, when he was obliged once more to diredfc 
his arms againft the Saxons ; he, therefore, fent his two other fons, Caribert 
and Gontran, to attack the rebels. Thefe kings (all the children of France 
were then honoured with that title j) entered Auvergne, compelled the enemy 
to raife the fjege of Clermont, and advanced, to give them battle, as far as the 
Limoufin. But a falfe report, purporting that their father was killed, made 
them fuddenly return towards Burgundy. 

A. D. 558.] The return of Clotaire, and the death of his brother, put an 
end to thefe civil commotions. Chramne, deprived of his uncles fupport, 
implored the king's mercy, and was pardoned. Chiidebert died in the forty- 
feventh year of his reign 3 and his lofs was feverely felt by every clafs of people J. 
The nobility loft a chief, the affability of whofe manners, and the plenitude of 
whole goodnefs, captivated every heart $ the people had to regret an equitable 
fovereign, who governed them with wifdom and moderation; and religion loft 
a protestor of unbounded zeal. A number of monafteries and hofpitals, built 
and founded with a magnificence truly royal || 3 a charter published by his 
authority for the abolition of idols, and images confecrated to the devil, through- 
out his dominions ; and four councils, affembled during his reign, and by his 
orders, one at Orleans, one at Aries, and two at Paris, are exhibited by hifto- 
rians as fo many illuftrious monuments of the piety of this monarch. He is 
reproached, however, and juftly, with the death of his nephews; but if he had 
ambition enough to project the crime, he, at leaft, had not fufficient cruelty 
to put it in execution. He was buried in the church of Saint Vincent, now 
Saint Germain des Pres ; where his tomb is ftill to be feen. 

The foundation of the church of Paris is afcribed toliim § ; but that is a mif- 
t-ake. It is true, indeed, that he embelliihed it with glafs windows, ornaments 
till then unknown in the churches of that capital ; but he certainly did not 
build it. He left two daughters, Crotbcrga and Clodofinda, who were of 
iCGurfe excluded from the throne. 

■ 

* Greg. Tor. I. iv. c. .10, 14. Geft. Franc, c. 27. t Marculp. 1. i. Formal. 39. t Fred, 
,Epit. c, 35. (I Tom.i^Capit. Baluzii, p. 6. § Fortunat. 1. ii. Carm. 11. 
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A. D. j}o%i:$6i,\$6&J]-. ^HE- kingof Soiffonsy now become fole monarch 
of all France, ^experienced the infufficienoy of power, however extenfive ; of 
dignity, however illuftriousj to fecure the mirici from mortification and chagrin. 
This unhappy father was again "obliged to take up" arms againft that fon on 
whom he had, iii a peculiar degree, beftowed his affeftions *. The Britons : 
were defeated, their chief (lain, and the wretched Chramne taken prifoner, and 
facrificed to the refentm'ent of an offended parent. This punifhment was ex- 
tended to his whole family j^they were all ftrangled, and then burnt. 

After this fatal viftory, followed by fuch- an aft of inhumanity, Clotaire 
pafled the remainder of his life in the deepeft melancholy. He died at Com.- 
peigne, in the fifty-firft year of his reign f ; a reign that was marked by a feries 

of aftions, from the contemplation of which humanity fhrinks with difguft: by 

adultery, inceft, cruelty, aflaflination, and every fpecies of barbarous violence. 
It has been remarked, that his death happened exaftly a year after his fon's 
execution, on the fame day, and at the fame hour. He was interred in the 
church of St. Medard, at Soiffons, which he had begun, and which his fon 
Sigebert completed. He left four fons, who fucceeded to his dominions: Ca- 
ribert, Crontran,- Chilperic, and Sigebert. He had fix wives: Ingonda and 
Aregonda, who were fillers; Chonfena, Radegonda, Gondiuca, his fifter-in- 
law i and Waldrada, his nephew's fon's widow. 

* Geft, Franc, c. 28. Fredeg. Epe u/cl 54* t Marius in Chroi*. 
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A. D. 562.] FRANCE was again divided into, four kingdoms., whcfe 
limits were different to thofe of its former divifions. ". Touraine, Albigeois, arid 
Marfeilles, were added to the kingdom of Paris. To . that of ; Orleans were 
annexed Burgundy, whofe name it took, thfci.Senonoisj^and; a part of Cham-" 
pagne. Chalons upon Saone became ;the royal .re. fide nee Soiffons was. en- 
larged by the acquisition of the Tournefis, though fome, writers have fuppofed 
that it before formed a part of that kingdom. And Auftrafia, by giving up a 
few provinces in Gaul, confidera-bly increafed its^ limits in Germany, by the 
annexation of all Thuringia. But before the divifion was completed, a quarrel 
arofe among the children of Clotaire. Chilperic infilled on having the capital- 
of the empire $ and, profiting by the abfence of his- brothers, he took pbfifeffibn 
of Braine, a country feat, where his father kept all his treasures; which he 
feized and diftributed among the leading men of the nation.; then, placing him- 
ielf at their head, he repaired to Paris, where he compelled the inhabitants to 
acknowledge him for their fovereign. The other princes, enraged at this pro- 
ceeding, railed troops, befieged him in his new capital, obliged him to defcend. 
from the throne he-had ufurped, and forced him to abide by. the ufual mode of 
decifion, by drawing lots; which proved unfavorable to him. Caribert was 
accordingly proclaimed king of Paris 5 Gontran, of Burgundy; Sigebert, of 

Auftrafia; and Chilperic, of Soifibns. • 

A. D. 563.] This conteft for the fucceffion was no fooner terminated, than 
the king of Auftrafia received intelligence that the 'Huns, aa ancient people off 



* Greg. Tiir. I. Sr. c. zS. Gefl* Franc, c. 29. Fred. Epit. c. 54., 
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European Sarmatia, and then matters of Pannonia, which from them took the 
name of Hungary, had made incurfions into that part of his dominions which 
was fituated beyond the Rhine. He immediately haftened to give them battle, 
and . came up to them: in Thuringia, where they had excited the people to re- 
volt*. : A . celebrated poet of thofe days remarks, that this young prince placed 
himfelf foremoft in the ranks, and with his battle-axe charged the enemy with, 
an heroic intrepidity, overthrew all that came, in his way, and obtained a com- 
plete* vi&ory. But he was induced to conclude a peace with them, on account 
of the news he received, that Chilperic,. having goc pofTeffion of llheims, had 
ravaged all the province of Champagne. He, therefore, patted the Rhine witli 
great expedition; laid liege to Soifibns, which he. took \ made his nephew, 
Theodebert, prifpner, then overcame his brother in a pitched battle ; and, 
afterwards, through the mediation of Caribert and Gontran, reftored him his 
dominions, and his fon +. . 

. The victorious Sigebert now thought of forming a matrimonial connection, 
fuitable to his birth and dignity \ with this view he fixed his eyes on Brunehaut, 



daughter ofAthanagildus, king of the Vifigoths, who paffed for the mod ac~ 
qomplifhed princefs of the age. The ambaflador whom he fent to afk her hand,: 
was-.Gpgo, Mayor pf the Palace This is the firft time that this dignity, which 
afterwards proved fo fatal to the fovereign authority, is mentioned in hiftcry.. 
The mayor .was formerly what, the grand- matter .of the Britifh king's houttiold 
is now ; his power was confined to the palace, and the domeftics attached to it. 

In the fequel,' he .became minifter, . commander of the armies, chief, prince,- 

in fhert, king.pf the nation. The reign' of Sigebert the Second was the epoch 
of the. elevation of this officer, and of the humiliation of majefty. The propofals 
of the French- arhbaifador experien'ced : a. favourable reception ; the new queen 
accordingly arrived at Metz, arhidft the acclamations of the people ; and the 



marriage was celebrated with all poflible magnificence. Some time afcer flic 
abjured Arianifm ; and her public reconciliation to" the church crowned the 
happinefs of the king and his fubje&s. 

A. D. 566.] The king of Soifibns, moved by the example of his brother, 
and determined to renounce the unfan&ified pleasures of illicit amours, fent to 
afk the hand of Galfwinda, Brunehaut's eldeft fitter. But a juft knowledge of 
his difpofition excited fcruples in the mind of her. father, which were not eafiiy 
removed. By dint of folicitation, however, he at length gave his confent ; buc 
he firft exafled an oath from the ambaffadors, that no other woman fhould 
enjoy the title and dignity of Queen, during the life of his daughter: this they 
p rami fed, by drawing and fhaking their fwords ; which was cuttomary with the 
ancient Franks whenever they engaged themfelves, by oath, to obferve any 
prcmife. The new queen fee out from Toledo, loaded with riches, and arrived 



* Portiuiat. Epifc. Pictav. 1, vi. Carm. 3. t Greg. Tur. Ib. c. 23. t Geft. Franc, c. 
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at Rouen in a round car of folid filver *. At that city-her new fubje&s took the 
oath 'of fidelity to her 5 either becaufe fuch was: the cuftom of thofe- times, 01?; 
becaufe Athanagildus had required it in order to' procure her greater refpe£fc' 
from the nation. When the king married her, he fettled on her- le-Bordeldis,; 
the Limoufin, Quiercy, Beam, and Bigorre. ^^This fettle-merit-, or 'gift, was" 
called the Morning Prefent, Morganegiba^ or Morgangeba.- The dower was- fixed 
before the marriage, and the donation made the day -after -j 

But though Chilperic entertained the greateft refpeft for the virtue of his 
bride, he foon permitted the flames of: lawlefs love to. rekindle in his bofom. 
The queen complained of his inconftancy to an affembly of the ftates; arid the 
nacion obliged the king to fwear that he would iii future, be faithful to ;his mar- 
riage-vows : but a few days after they had exa£ted this oath from him, Gal- 
fwinda was found dead in her bed Fredegonda, a w^oman of great beauty, 
but who was ftill more vicious than handfome, was fufpe&ed of her death ; and 
when fhe was feen to occupy the place and the throne of her rival, thofe fufpi- 
cions were converted into certainty; ' - 

Thefe alliances, fo degrading- to majefty, were but too common in the family^ 
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and fhe was afterwards obliged to give place to; her own iiite 
had taken the veil And, laftly, Theudegilda, the daughter of 
was raifed to the firfi throne- in the empire of France. . This condu6t induced 
Germanus, bifhop of Paris, to excommunicate Caribert. The popes had not 
yet interfered in thefe delicate matters ; each prelate had abfolute piower in his *" 
own diocefe. If any offence againft religion was committed, it came uader the 
cognizance of the bifhop^ of the diocefe. If any difpute arofe, on points of 
belief or difcipline, they were determined by a national council, under the 
authority of the king ||, and if any privileges or difpenfations were to be deter- 
mined, this decilion refted with the alfembly of the bifhops of the provinces. 
It was in one of thefe aflemblies, and about this time, that the abbey of St. 



of 



the ordinary. ...... 

Caribert reigned fix years, Gregory of Tours only fpeaks of his vices. But 
Fortunatus reprefents him as a prince of great prudence, moderation, and 



§; He 



Latin 



as well as his native tongue. Zealous in his efforts to enforce a due obfervance 

of the laws, his time was wholly devoted to the purpofe of promoting the hap- 
pinefs and tranquillity of his fubje&s. Ever peaceably difpofed, but jealous of 
his power, -he preferved his authority with equal dignity and firmnefs.. 



* Fortnnat. 1. vi. Carm. 7. t Greg. Tor.. 1. ix. c. 20. Dncange on the word Mor- 
Sanegiba. i Fredcg. Ep;t. c. 6. |j Pafqiiier, Recherches de la France, c. 7. p.. 1.83.. 
5 L. iv, c, 26* 1* v, Carai. i-v* 
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Leontius, of Bourdeaux, had affembled a council at Xaintes *, at which Erne- 
rius, bifhop of that city, was depofed j but Caribert, enraged at this daring 



encroachment on his prerogative, fentenced the archbifliop to pay a fine of a 
thoufand pieces of gold, and his fuffragans in proportion to their revenues. 

This prince only left three daughters; Birtha, who was married to Ethelbert, 
king of Kent, and Bertfleda and Chrodielda, who took the veil, the firft at Tours, 
the fecond at Poitiers. His dominions were divided between his brothers; 
each of whom was anxious to have pofTeffion of Paris ; but, after much alter- 
cation, it was determined that that city fhould be equally fubjedt to all the three, 
and that neither of them fhould be permitted to enter it without the confent o 
the other two f . They confirmed this agreement by aa oath ; . and in cafe of 
violation, fubmitted themfelves to the nialedidtion of God and the faints. 



c 

L 



* Idem. Greg. ibid. t Greg. Tur. 1, vii. c. 6. 
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A. D. 567.] FRANCE did not long enjoy the advantages that were ex- 

pedted to refult from the late agreement between the three royal brothers. 

The death of Galfwinda excited a civil war j* that feemed to threaten the de- 
finition of Chilperic. Sigtbert and Gontran, at the prefiing folicitation of 
queen Brunehaut, entered into a league for the purpofe of infli&ing vengeance 



of 



f 



minions, when tranquillity and concord were fuddenly reftored, not from mo- 
tives of affedtion, but intereft. It was ftipulated by treaty, that the king of 
SoifTons fliould cede to the queen of Auftrafia thofe domains which had been 



[A. D. 568.] 



gamft the Huns 



garians, who had renewed their depredations on the French territories beyond 
the Rhine. The expedition proved unfortunate. The king, abandoned by his 
foldiers, was furrounded by the enemy and taken prifonen He was a prince 
of extraordinary prudence, and his perfon was peculiarly calculated to conciliate 
efteem: his liberality overcame thofe whom his arms could not fubdue : the 
barbarians, won by his munificence, reftored him to liberty, entered into an 
alliance with him, fwore never to moleft him more, and loaded him with marks 
of their friendihip and kindnefs J. 

* Although Chilperic had only a part of the kingdom, and of its metropolis, the generality 
of hiftorians place him among the kings of Paris, immediately after the death of Caribert. 

t Greg. Tur. 1. ix. c. 20. $ Id. 1. iv. c. 29. p. 337, 
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A. D. 569.] During thefe tranfaftions beyond the Rhine, the Lombards* 
who had recently founded a new kingdom in Italy, made an irruption into 
Burgundy, defeated and flew the governor, cut the army of Gontran in pieces, 
and repafied the Alps, with an immenfe booty. A thirft for plunder, joined to 
the impunity of their firft attempt foon induced them to make a fecond incur- 
fion into Dauphine. Mummol, the greateft warrior then in France, furprized 
them, in the vicinity of Embrun, and gained a complete victory. 

At this engagement an incident occurred which, at that time, was unex- 



ampled. Salonus and Sagittarius, . both of them bifhops, the fir 11 of Embrun, 
the fecond of Gap, changed their mitres for helmets, and charged the enemy, 
fword in hand, with an intrepidity that, in a foldier, would have excited the 
warmeft commendation, but which was univerfally blamed in a prelate. The 
irruption of the Lombards was followed by an invafion of the Saxons, who had 
affifted them in the conqueft of Italy. Mummol marched againft this new 
enemy, difperfed their army, took from them all the booty they had col- 
le£ted, and compelled them to return to their own country, which they were 
obliged to divide with the Suevi, who had taken- pofieffion. of it during their 
abfence. 

A. D. 570.3 While Burgundy was thus harafled by the incurfions of the 

barbarians, the king of Auftrafia, feduced by the tempting opportunity, feized 

the city of Aries, to which he had fome claims 3 but it was fpeedily retaken,, 
and the Auftrafian army defeated. The conquerors then attacked Avignon, 
which belonged to the dominions of Sigebert, but Gontran reftored it on the 
conclulion of a peace *. This unexpected accommodation was highly difagree- 
able to the king of Soiflbns, who profiting by their difpute, had made an ir- 
ruption into the territories of Sigebert. Clovis, the youngeft of his fons, had 
reduced Tours and Pcitiers y when Mummol appeared at the head of thofe 
troops who had fo recently fignalized their courage againft the Lombards and 
Saxons. The mere prefence of this general fufficed to difperfe the army of 
Chilperic, and to re-eftablifli tranquillity and filbordination. They finiihed' 
the firft campaign ; the next exhibited one of thofe examples of an aptitude to. 
violate the moft facred treaties, which were but too common, with the children, 
of Clovis. • 

Theodebert, notwithftanding his oaths never more to bear arms againft his. 
uncle, committed depredations in Touraine, then entered Poitou, defeated the 
atmy of Sigebert, and having made himfelf mafter of all the towns near the. 
Loire, advanced into Quercy and the Limoufin, where he laid every thing 
wafte. 

The king of Auftrafia, alarmed' at the rapidity of his progrefs, brought at 
foreign-army into France, compofed of Germans, Suevi., Bavarians.., Tiiurinr* 



* Gre,2=wTur. I. iv* ib. c. jjfi 
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gians, and Saxons*. Chilperic, unable to face fo formidable a force, and 
abandoned by Gontran, who at firft had joined him, retreated, and intrenched 
himfelf in the Chartrain from whence he fent propofals of peace to his brother* 
Through the mediation of the French nobles, an accommodation was effected 
and the three brothers fwore to maintain a perpetual amity. The German 
troops, who had fed themfelves with the hope of plundering the camp of Ohil- 
peric, finding themfelves difappointed, began to murmur. But Sigebert, 
mounting his horfe, rode along the ranks, and ordered the moft feditious to be 
arretted, and ftoned to death in fight of the whole army. This is the only ex- 
ample to be found in the French hiftory of this fpecies of punilhment, which 
was common among the ancient Romans. 

A. D. 575.3 The king of Auftrafia had no fooner difmiffed his troops, than 
Chilperic and his fon Theodebert again took up arms. The former entered 
Champagne, and laid the whole country wafte with fire and fword, fpreading 
deftrudtion around him wherever he went. The latter marched into Aquitain, 
where he was killed in adtionf. The death of Theodebert, the reconciliation 
of Gontran with Sigebert, and the approach of the German troops, filled the 

court of Soiflbns with confirmation and difmay. Chilperic fled to Tournay, 
where he J(hut himfelf up with his wife and children. The Auftrafian prince 
was every where fuccefsful ; Paris, Rouen, and all the cities and towns belong-. 

ing to his brother, fubmitted to his arms, and acknowledged his authority. 

Inflated by fuccefs, he became deaf to the fuggeftions of pity, and determined 
to punilh the treachery of his brother with death. The remonftrances of Ger- 
manus, the prayers of Radagonda, and the wifhes of the nation, all proved 
inadequate to fuperinduce the adoption of more moderate fentiments. Tour- 
nay was already invefted, when too ruffians, hired for the purpofe by Frede- 
gonda, affaffinated Sigebert at Vitri, whither he had repaired in order to receive 
the homage of his new fubje&s. 

Thus perilhed, in the midft of vi&ory, the moft perfeft monarch that had 
yet appeared on the throne of France. Generous, liberal, and beneficent, no 
ibvereign ever eftablifhed a more extenfive fway over the hearts of his fubje&s. 
Intrepid in the hour of danger, and unfhaken by adverfity, he had the art, even 
in captivity, to conciliate the refpeft and affe&ion of a conqueror, who fcarcely 
poffefied the appearance of humanity. In manners chafte, his inclinations con- 
formed to his fituation. His reign may be juftly denominated the reign of 
decency and honour. 

Sigebert died in the forty-firft year of his age, and the fifteenth of his reign. 
He was buried in the church of Saint Medard at Soiflbns, where his figure may 
Itill be feen on his tomb. He is there reprefented with a long coat, and than 
fpecies of cloak which the Romans called chlamys. This drefs was worn by all 



* Greg. Tur, 1, ir# t Ibid, c. 51. 52, Geft. Franc, c. 32. 



CHILPEHlC' THE FIRST: 



57 



1 

the children of Clovis, eirher becaufe they thought it had. a more noble and 
majeftic appearance, or becaufe they confidered the tide of " Auguft" as he- 
reditary in their, family. Be that as it may, long coats were, during feveral 



centuries. 



ally 



martin, fable, or ermine. Ruffs and collars were introduced by Henry the 
Second $ till when, moft of the French monarchs had their necks entirely bare. 
The fliort coat, which was formerly confined to the country and the camp, be- 



came fafhionable during the 



reign of Lewis the 



Eleventh s it was exploded 



in that of Lewis the Twelfth; and renewed under Francis the Firft. The 



Henry 



of 



a 



clofe 



doublet, a kind of half trowfers, fuch as are worn by the pages in Spain, and a 
ihort cloak that did not reach below the waift/ 

The drefs of the French ladies experienced as many revolutions as that of the 
men. It does not appear that they beftowed much pains on the decoration of 
their perfons, till towards the conclufion of the ninth, century. Their head- 
drefs was extremely fimple, and their linen plain, but fine. Lace was 
unknown to them. Their crowns, which were adorned on one. fide v/it 



long 



of their huibands, and on the other 



s — W 

made to fit fo tight, that they ihe wed every part of the fhape, and to come fo, 
high that they entirely covered the bofom. The widow's weed's gready.re.iem-. 
bled the drefs of a modern nun. They did not begin to expofe their (boulders 
to fight till the reign of Charles the Sixth. During the gallant reign of Charles 
the Seventh, bracelets, necklaces, and ear-rings were introduced. Anrte of 
Britanny rejefted. with difdain all thofe frivolous embelliftiments ; while Cathe-. 
rine of Medicis was inceflantly employed in the invention^ of new decorations ; 
vanity, luxury, caprice, and coquetryv at length carried them to the height 
which they have now attained. 

. A. D. 576.] No revolution was ever more fudden or complete than that 
which took place on the death of Sigebert '*. The Auftrafian army immedi- 
ately raifed the fiege of Tournay; all the towns that had been taken in the., 
kingdom of Soiffons returned to their allegiance ; Queen B.runehaut and her 
children 'were arretted; and Chilperic, after he .had recovered his dominions, 
faw himfelf on the point of afcending the throne of his conqueror. Sigulphus,. 
and feveral other of the Auftrafian nobles, had acknowledged him for their 
fove 



reign 
was t 
t Xeal 



followed by Sigo, the grand referendi 



Merovingian 



He 



* Gxeg. Tur. v. 1. c. 1. Geft. Franc, c. 32. Fred. c. 71 
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Chancellor under the Carlovingian mcnarchs, either becaufe he drev/ his pen 
acrofs fuch letters as he reje&ed, or becaufe he affixed a feal to them, in an 
apartment that was fecured with iron bars, or chanceaux, as they were - then 
called *. . It was formerly but the fifth place in the kingdom f ; and; it was not 
without great difficulty that a feat in the afiembly of the peers was allowed him 
in 1224; and for a long time he took his place in the parliament after the 
princes and prelates. At length he has become the firft officer under the crown 1 
prefident of all the councils 3 head of all the judges and courts of juftice s and 

difpenfator of all favours, abolitions, and pardons. He is the only man in the 
kingdom who does not wear mourning, ; and the only fubjedt who receives vifits 
without returning them. 

Chilperic made his entry into Paris, accompanied by a variety of relics borne 

in procefiion. He imagined that this affe&ation of religious zeal would avert 
the maledidtion to which he had fubjedted himfelf, in cafe he fhould violate, the 
treaty of divifion or, at leaft, that the credit of - fo many faints would prove 
fufficient to counterbalance the authority- of Polieu&us, Hilary, and Martin, 
whom he had called to witnefs his fincerity. But his furprize and indignation 
were inexpreffible, when he learned that the fon, and fole heir of Sigebert, had ' 
effected his efcape. Gondebald, one of the firft nobles at the court of the 
deceafed monarch, had releafed the infant prince from captivity. He was let 
down, from the window of his prifon, in a balket, and received by a trufty 
perfon, who delivered him fafe into the hands of the faithful Auftrafian, by 
whom he was conducted to Mctz. The great men of the kingdom affembled 
on Chriftmas day \ and Childebert, who had fcarcely attained his fixth year, 
was crowned king of Auflrafia. 

Enraged at the efcape of his prifoncr, the king of Soiffons feized the treafures 
of Sigebert, and fent Queen Brunehaut to Rouen, where he ordered her to be 
ftriftly guarded. But what caufed the deepeft affliction to this unfortunate mo- 
ther, was the feizure of her daughters, Ingonda and Chlodofinda, who were 

conduced to Meaux. Chilperic next difpatched one of his generals, named 
Rocolene, to take pofTeffion of Maine, and fent his fon Meroveus to reduce 
Poitou. The firft had orders to feize Gontran-Bafon, whom the king fufpedted 
of having killed his eldeft fon, Theodebert. This officer had fled for refuge 
to the church of Saint Martin of Tours, an afylum that was more refpe&ed than 
any fandtuary in France. This confideration, however, was inadequate to 
xeftrain Rocolene from fulfilling the commands of his matter ; but his punilh- 
ment for fuch a profanation of this facred place, fays Gregory of Tours, was 
prompt and exemplary ^ Stricken with a fudden terror, he was forced to 
retire without putting his project in execution, and died a few days after at Poi- 



• Du Tillet,p« 278. t Teffcreau Grande Chancellerie, p. 8. $ Greg. Tur. I. v. c, i 9 2, 4; 
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tiers. Young Meroveus, ]efs faithful to the orders of his father, repaired to 
Tours, and leaving that place under pretence of going to Mons, where his 
mother Audovera refided, he took the road to Rouen, where bifhop Pretexta- 
tus married him to Brunehaut, whofe. beauty was ftill in its meridian; Fortu- 
natus, indeed, reprefents her as a fecond Venus*; and the particulars into 
which he enters on this fubjeft, prove, either that he- was not yet a bifhop, or 
that the prelates of thofe days, though irreproachable, perhaps in their manners, 

were not very delicate in their exprefllons. 

* Chilperic, deeply offended at the condudbof his fon, repaired to Rouen with 
a determination to punifh the new-married couple, who, alarmed at his ap- 
proach, took refuge in the church of Saint Martin,, built on the ramparts of 
the city. In vain were every artifice and every ftratagem exerted to induce 
them to quit their afylum; they refufed to leave it till they had obtained a moil: 
folemn promife, not only that no infult nor injury fhould be offered them, bur 
that their marriage fhould be confirmed, in cafe the.bifhops fhould deem it 
lawful. The king, after this accommodation, - obliged Me roveus to follow him 
t6 Soiffons, : and left Brunehaut in her former prifon ; from whence, he foon 
after lent her into Auftrafia, with the ,princejTes her daughters. She was- no 
fooner arrived there, than fhe engaged her fon Ghildebert to declare war againft 
his uncle. Godin, one of the chief nobles of Auftrafia, [A. D. 577], who had 
before fworn allegiance to Chilperic, received orders to march to Soiflbns, for 
the purpofe of feizing the perfon of Fredegonda ; but arriving a few hours too 
late, he was himfelf furprized, defeated, and (lain. This commotion being 
afcribed to Meroveus, they took from him his arms, and placed guards over 
him. The defeat of an army in the Limoufin confirmed thefe fufpicions, and 
entirely deprived him of his father's confidence and affedtion. 

Gontran had joined Childebert againft the king of SoifTons, who had Tent two 
powerful armies to oppofe them, one in Saintonge, under the command of his 
fecond fon, Clovis, and the other in the Limoufin, under the conduft of gene- 
ral Didier f . This lafl was attacked by Mummol, who gained a complete vic- 
tory, after a moft bloody and obftinate aftion, in which twenty-five thoufand 
v of Chilperic's troops, and five thoufand Burgundians, were flain. Meroveus, 
being confidered as the author of this war, was made refponfible for its confe- 
quences. They cut off his hair, and, after he had been difinherited, he was 
ordained prieft, and confined to a convent. But efcaping from his prifon, he 
fled to the church of Saint Martin at Tours ; and Chilperic finding ail his efforts 

to make him quit this fandtuary fruitlefs and unavailing, at length determined 

1 

1 

- 

* L. vi. Carm. 6. t Greg. Titr. c. 14. Geft.Tranc. c, 33. 
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to remove him by force. He wrote on this fubjedt to Saint Martin, whofc 
indignation he was fearful of incurring.* His letter, which was in the form of a 
confutation, was placed on the tomb of the faint; and the king — fuch was the 
fimplicity and ignorance of thefe times !— had the precaution to fend a . piece 
of plain paper with it, on which he hoped the bleffed pontiff would write . his 
decifion. But the Saint did not honour * him with an anfwerj and the paper 
being found in ftatu quo, at the expiration of three days, the fuperftitious mo- 
narch abandoned his defign. ^ . . 

Meroveus, on his part, implored the protection of the fame faint, ;acrainft the 



He 



•rage ana macninanons or nis ramer. 
fuch paflages of fcripture as he Ihould open on by' chance but not one of them 
proved favourable. • All, fays the hiftorian from whom we take this account, 
■foretold -that -he would die a violent death. The unhappy prince, after this 
fatal prediction, was a ftranger to reft and tranquillity. A fugitive, wandering 
about the country — pafling. from Touraine to Auffrafia, and from Champagne 
to Artois^V abandoned by his' wife, whofe affection for him was .fincere,:but 
who was totally unable to ferve him*; perfecuted by his father, and betrayed by 
the principal inhabitants of Terouane, he was at length affaffinated by fomc 

people in the pay of Fredegonda. • : * 

. This queen carried her revenge ftill farther; fhe had not forgotten the con- 
nexion that formerly fubfifted between Pretextatus and Meroveus \ and fhe 
therefore undertook to procure the depofition of that prelate, in a council 
holden at -Paris, in the church of Saint Genevieve t- : It is difficult to fay which 
was the* moft- calculated to excite aftoniftiment ; the fituation of the king, who 
appeared as, his accufer, or that of the fathers,- who were greatly embarralTed to 
find any caufe for reprehenfion in the conduct of a bifhop, who had married an 
aunt to her nephew. One might be tempted to conclude, either that; fuch mar- 
riages were not prohibited by the ancient canons, or that the ecclefiaftics were 
perfuaded the. ordinary had a right to grant difpenfations. Our furprize is ftill 
augmented when we reflect on the weaknefs of the party accufed ; who, at the 
inftigation of fpme pretended friends, confeffed himfelf guilty of crimes which 
he had never committed. But our aftonifhment is at its height, when we fee the 
king throwing himfelf at the feet of the prelates, his vaffals, to fue for the condem- 
nation of one of his fubjedts. He wiflied to have his robes torn off in full coun- 
cil, and to have the maledictions, contained in the hundred and eighth. Pfalm, 
repeated to him; or, at lead, to have a fentence.of eternal excommunication 
pronounced againft him. But none of his requefts were granted. The bifhop> 
however, was condemned on his own confeffion, committed to prifon, and 
afterwards banifhed. On the death of Chilperic, he was recalled bv the kins 
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of Burgundy, and reinftated in his bilhoprick, in fpite of Fredegonda, who, 
in revenge, had him (tabbed in the midft of divine fervice. In confequence oi 
this horrid attempt, all the churches in Rouen were fiiut ; the bifhops, v/ho 
were there, forbade the celebration of the holy myfteries till fuch time as the 
author of that facreligious deed fhould be difcovered. This is the firft inftance 
of fuch an interdiftion in ancient days. 

But the affaflination of Meroveus, and the condemnation of Pretextatus, only 

ferved as a prelude to the enormities of Fredegonda. Chilperic had one fon 
by his firft wife ftill living it was that fame Clovis who commanded his 

father's army, in the war againft the king of Auftrafia. The cruel ftep-mother 
refolved to lacrifice this prince to the elevation of her own children. She was firft 
difpofed to put her abominable proje6t in execution, by the difcoveryof a con- 

fpiracy formed by Leudafies, governor of Tours. The means he employed 
were fo far removed from the common modes of proceeding, in fuch cafes, 
that they appeared to be infallible. 

A. D. 578, 579, 580, 581.] He fuborned witneffes to accufe Gregory of 
Tours of carrying on a correfpondence with Childebert, and of having lpoken 
indecently of the amours of Fredegonda and the bifhop of Bourdeaux *. Gre- 
gory foon cleared himfelf from thefe odious imputations ; his accufers, being 
put to the torture, confefled that this intrigue had been feigned, for the purpoie 
of infpiring the king with fufpicions of his wife's infidelity ; and that the defign of 
the confpirators was to affaffinate Chilperic, to make away with the children 
he had by the queen, and to place Clovis on the throne. Though the young 
prince had no concern in the confpiracy, he was greatly beloved by the people, 
which was alone fufficient to enfure the hatred of Fredegonda. Having lately loft 
three children by the dyfentery, flie bribed fome perfons to fvvear that Clovis 
had poifoned them f . He was accordingly feized and imprilbned in the cattle 
of Noify, where he was foon after murdered : his mother, Audovera, expe- 
rienced a fimilar fate; the facrednefs of her retreat being infufficient to prelerve 
her from the rage of this monfter. Bafina, fitter to Clovis, and daughter to 
the reigning monarch, was firft diflionoured by infamous hirelings, and then 

fhut up in a convent. 

J The writers of thofe times tell us that thefe cruel deeds were preceded by 

the moft evident proofs of the anger of Heaven — by earthquakes, inun- 
dations, conflagrations, famine, epidemic difeafes, /bowers of blood, and a total 
fubverfion of nature, which made flowers blow in January, and grapes' ripen in 
December. 

. "While the kingdom of Soifibns was the fcene of fuch horrid tranfa&ions,. 
the kings of Auftrafia and Burgundy had a meeting at Pont-Pierre,. a fmalL 
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village on the Maefe, for the purpofe of forming an alliance both fincere and 
durable. 

^Gontran, who had loft two fons, adopted Childebert, and declared him fole 

heir to. his dominions. The Auftrafians, proud of this alliance, fent to demand 
from Chilperic the reftoration of thofe places which he had taken from them, 
particularly Poitiers, which he had lately feized. The ambaffador had orders, 
in cafe of refufal, to declare war againft him. His demands, however, were 
rejedted, and his menaces defpifed $ while the court of Metz quietly put up 
with the infult, and took no pains to refcnt it: but it is conje6lured, and with 
great probability, that it inftigated Waroc, earl of Britanny, to refufe to pay 
homage to the king of Soiffons $ which refufal produced a bloody war, that, 
continued for fome time : but how it terminated is not known. 

A. D. 584.] In the mean time, Childebert, forgetting his adopted fon, 
entered into a league with Chilperic againft the king of Burgundy. Hoftilities 
commenced with the furprife of that part of Marfeilles which had belonged to 
Sigebert, and which was now the objedt of contention. A civil war, which 
broke out at this period, in the kingdom of Auftrafia, prevented the young 
prince from extending his conquefts farther. Gontran profited by the occafion 
to make his peace with the king of Soiffons, to whom he ceded Perigueux, 
Agen, and all the places of which he had taken poffefiion. But the league was 
foon renewed ; and a battle was fought near Melun, in which both parties 
claimed the vi&ory. The Burgundian prince next attacked the camp of Chil- 
peric, killed a great number of his. troops, and by this advantage paved the way 
to an accommodation, which was fpeedily concluded and the two brothers and 
their nephew fwore to obferve an eternal friendship for each other. 

"At the conclufion of this war, the king of Spain fent ambaffadors to afk the 
hand of Riguntha, daughter to Fredegonda, for his youngeft fon, Recarede. 
The court of Soiffons affedled to ftart fome difficulties at fir ft, but the marriage 
was at length concluded. This was the laft fortunate event of the reign of 
Chilperic. His only fon, Thierri, died fuddenly foon after. Childebert and 
Gontran were continually at war with him. Compelled to fhut himfelf up in 
Cambray, with all his treafures, he rarely appeared at the. head of his armies, 
and never undertook any expedition of importance. Having gone to pafs fome 
days at a favourite feat called Chelles, he was ftabbed on his return from die 
chace one evening, and expired on the fpot. It is probable the affaffin was not 
known, as Gregory of Tours, a contemporary writer, dees not mention his 
namef. Fredegarius, who fee ras to have written merely for the purpofe of 
tarnifhing the reputation of Brunehaut, afcribes his death to that princefs J. 
An author, who did not write till long after this period, affures us, on the con- 

* Fred. Epitom. c. 37. t Greg. Tur. 1. vi, c. 46. $ Fred. Epit. c. 93. 
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trary, that it proceeded from Fredegonda *. The fa6t, as he relates-it, is this : 
Chilperic, juft before he fet out for the chace, went to the queen's chamber," 
who, hearing fome one approach, thought it was a perfon named Landry, with 

whom fhe maintained a criminal intercourfe ; this miftake led her to make ufe 
of fome expreffions which difcovered the intrigue to her hufband. The king 
left the room abruptly, and appeared to be involved in thought. Fredegonda 
fent for her lover, whom fhe informed of what had paired, and in order to 
elude the punifhmenc he was confcious of deferving, he determined to murder 
his fovereign. 

* -j- Thus periftied the Nero of the French empire, which he expofed to every 
kind of calamity } the executioner, of his family, which he feemed intent on 
exterminating ; and the tyrant of his fubjefrs whom he fo loaded with taxes, 
that they were compelled to abandon their poffefiions. Every acre of vines 
paid a barrel of wine ; a poll-tax was levied not only on every flave, but on 
every free perfon ; and no kind of effe&s whatever was exempt from impofts. 
Not that thefe tributes were abfolute innovations; the chief part of the reve- 
nues of the firft kings of France confifting of provifions and efre£ts, which were 
levied in the fame manner as tythes are now j but Chilperic had prodigioufly 

augmented them. He was tyrannically avaricious of money, and oftentatioufly 

magnificent in his furniture and equipages voluptuous, even to debauchery, 
his incontinence knew no bounds ; and if he was faithful at laft to Fredegonda, 
his fidelity was rather the effeft of fear than of duty; fuperftitious, yet impious, 
he fcarcely believed in God, whofe minifters were to him objedts of inceffant 
raillery, though his refpeft for Saint Martin, and his fear of offending^ him, 
were inexpreffibly great. Vain, prefumptuous, and rafh, he dared to found the 
depths of religious myfteries, and to fubmit them to the feeble and inadequate 
ftandard of human reafon $ in confequence of which he had planned an edidt 

to prohibit any diftin&ion of perfons in the Trinity ; but the vigilant and in- 
trepid zeal of Gregory of Tours, and of Silvius, bilhop of Albi, induced him, 
though not without great difficulty, to fupprefs it. Anxious to acquire the re- 
putation of an author and a wit, he compofed fome volumes of ftupid profe,. 
and fome of poetry ftill more infipid. He wanted to add all the double letters of 
the Greek alphabet to that of the French. He ordered them not only to be 
ufed in all new publications, but to be inferted in the old. This intention was 
to reprefent by one chara6ter what before required federal to exprefs. The 
cuftom, however, ended with his reign J.. 



*-Geft. Franc-, c. 35; t Idem. Greg. ib. 
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At the death of this prince, a ftriking example was exhibited of the little 
reliance to be placed by kings on the homage of an idolatrous court. The in- 
cenfe of courtiers is offered to their rank, and not to their perfonsj while ado- 
ration hangs on the lip, contempt and hatred fit enthroned on the heart. The 
body of Chilperic, forfaken by every one, would have remained on the fpot 
where he was killed, but for the interference of Malulfus, bilhop of Senlis, who 
had it conveyed to Paris, where it was interred in the church of St. Germain 
des Pres. He left but one fon, an infant of four months, who fucceeded him 
under the name of Clotaire. He had three wives j Audovera, whom he repu- 
diated 1 Galfwinda, who was found dead in her bed $ and Fredegonda, who 

plunged him into an abyfs of crimes and enormities. 
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A. D. 584.] CHILDEBERT was at Meaux when Chilperic was afiaf- 
finated: the prefence of fo formidable an enemy fo near to the court, ftruck 
the mother of Clotaire with terror/ Shuddering at the recolle&ion of her 
crimes* ; detefted by her fubje&s, whom fhe had oppreffed without mercy 5 
devoid of confidence in the nobles, who openly cenfured her. condudt ; purfued 
by the king of Auftrafia, who imputed the death of his father to hers an objed 
of hatred to Gantran, who dreaded "her treachery ; and folely relying for pro- 
tection upon an infant of four months, fhe fled to Paris, where fhe was received 
by the bjfhop of that metropolis, who placed her in his church, as a retreat 
that would fecure her from the reientment of the two kings. It was from thence 
that (he wrote to the king of Burgundy, offering him the crown of Chilperic, 
entreating him to aft as a father to his nephew, and alluring him that fhe was 
lefs anxious to reign than to encreafe the number of her fubjefbs. This prince, 
touched with compaffion, haflened to the capital of the French empire, where 

he took Clotaire under his protection, and openly declared himfelf in favour of 
Fredegonda againft Childebert, who in vain called on him for juftice on the 
affaffin of a father, an aunt, an uncle, and two coufin-germans. Childebert 
was even forbidden to enter Paris ; one of his ambaflfadors, who had been fo 
bold as to threaten Fredegonda with the law of retaliation, was fent back in 
difgrace ; and his defigns on Tours arid Poitiers, which had formerly belonged 
to his father/ -were fruftrated. Thofe cities, conftrained to. yield to a fuperior 
force, took an oath of fidelity to Gontran, who was contidcred as guardian to 

the two young monarchs, and as head of the nation. 
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The conduct of the Burgundian prince had a great effect on the minds of the 
French nobles. Young Clotaire was proclaimed king of Soiffons $ and they 
affigned him a third part of the kingdom of Caribert > but took away from him 
Touraine, Saintonge, Perigord, Agenois, the ; Limqufin, and Albigeois, which 
his father had ufurped from Childebert. It does not, however, appear that this 
young prince was mafter of Soiffons ; though Gontran, in the fequel, ceded 
Paris to him. Fredegonda was declared regent — a privilege which, formerly, 
was always enjoyed by the queen-dowagers — Brunehaut, under Childebert the 
Second - >r Batilda, under Clotaire the- Third ;.*Nantilda, under Clovis the Second ; 
Alix of Champagne, under Philip' the -Auguft=; Blanche of Caftile, underSaint 
Lewis i and Louifa of Savoy, under Francis the Firft ; governed the ftate with 
abfolute power, during the minority or abfence of their royal children. This 
cuftom has paffed from the throne into private families ; the French law, both 
old and new, gives to mothers the guardian fhip, and garde-noble of their chil- 
dren 3 which means, fays Pafquier *, the government of their perfons and pof- 
feffions, whether fiefs or not. 

The power of the regent was equal to that of; the king, whofe revenues he 
received, without the obligation of accounting for them. . jufticfc was admi- 
raftered in hisnkme. : All edidts, .grants, and patents were Jealed with his own 
feal when he was a prince of the blood, and when he. was not with a feal pecu- 
liar to the regency. He difpofedof all offices and employments ; xeceived ho- 
mage from the vaflals of the crowns, and was the fovereign arbiter of peace and 
wan .'This authority appeared to be of fuch enormous extent, that Charles, 
the Fifth undertook to reftrain it, at lead in its duration ; for which purpofe he. 
published an ordinance, declaring the king to be of age at fourteen, inftead of 
twenty-two, as before. By a law of Charles the Sixth, it was enafted, that 
the heir to the crown, though an infant, ftiould be proclaimed king, immedi- 
ately after the death of his predeceffor. Before that time, in confequence of 
an ancient prejudice, he could neither be confecrated, till he came of age, nor 
take the title of 'king, till after he had undergone the ceremony of confecration.: 
It is for this reafon that John, fon of Lewis Hutin, is not ranked in the : lift of 
the French monarchs. It appears, from another ordinance of Charles the 
Fifth, that the regency was fometimes diftinguiflied from the guardianfhip : : it. 
is there declared, that,, if Charles fhould die during the minority of his fon, the. 
duke of Anjou, his brother, fhould be regent of the kingdom, and the queen, 
. with the dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon, fliould have the care of his children. 
But this edidl was only temporary ; and thefe two titles, which, had formerly 
been united, Were never more feparated. 

A. D. .585.] But the oppreffive conduct of Fredegonda^ the indolence of 

Gontran, and the weaknefs of Childebert, had led many, of the French nobles^ 
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to;entertain thoughts of choo/ing 'a new mafter. The heads of the corifpiracy 

were general Didier, who had fo often commanded the armies of Chilperic; 
Mummol, fo highly celebrated for his martial achievements; and Duke Bofon, 
the moft artful courtier, and the moft deceitful man, that ever exifted *. The 
perfonthey brought forward, as the inftrument of their defigns, was no common 
adventurer; it was Gondebald, that illuftrious child of misfortune, who was 
very generally received as the fon of the firft Clotaire. He had been involved 
in the difgrace of his mother, who placed him, under the prote£tion of Childe- 
bert the Firft; and : that monarch conceived fo ftrong an affedtion for him, that 
he even intended ,tp adopt him ; but he had not fufficient refolution to withftand 
the preffing folicitations of his brother, who, after he had difowned him, was 
contented with cutting off his hair., Such an inftance of moderation, in fuch a 
monarch as Clotaire, affords a ftrong prefumption in favour of the pretended 
impoftor. The death of his perfecutor revived the hopes of Gondebald, who 
experienced, from the new court of Paris, jheX^me gracious reception, and 
the fame bafe treachery,; that he..had .met:- with; from the old one; Being deli- 
vered by Caribert, who efteemed. him,- , to . Sigebert*. who pppreffed him, his 
hair was again cut ofiy and he; vvasrbanilhedito Cologne. He then fled to Italy, 
where:he re-affumed the title of Prince of .France* and, having taken a wife, 
went from thence to Conftantinople, where he was treated with great refpedb 
and attention. . . . ...... ... " 

He was now recalled to France by the. malcontents, who prpmifed to raife 
him to the throne ; and,, being fecpnde,d by- Childeber.t,. who fupplied him with 
troops f to oppofe Gontran f, he caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king, at Brive- 
la-Gaillarde, from whence he. fent ambaffadors to fhe king of Burgundy.. In 
order to preferve them from danger, he gave. them- wands, or. holy canes, which 
were an effe&ual fecurity, among the French, to thofe who carried them. But 
they were furprized, at a time when they had not thefe facred arms in their hands ; 
and the whole fecret of the confpiracy was forced from them by the means of 
torture- Childebert, apprized of a correfpondence between the new monarch 
^nd fome noblemen of his court,, became reconciled to his .uncle, . who once 
more adopted him, by fhewing him to the army, and putting a . lance in his 
hand, which was the ancient 'mode of defignating the fucceffor to the crown. 
The king of Burgundy immediately fent a powerful army to the banks- of the 
Garonne, under the command of Leudegifilis ; and oa the news. of its approach 
Gondebald retreated towards the Pyrenees, and took poffeffion of Cominges ; 
a place which, from the ftrength of its fituation, and from being well .flocked 
with provifion and ammunition of all kinds, was in a condition.to fuftain a fiege 
of,feveral years. But this prince was ever doomed to be the vi6lim of treachery : 

he was betrayed to the Burgundian general by thofe fame traitors who had pro- 

•* Greg. Tur, 1. vi, c. 24. t Id. 1. vii. c. 32. 
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claimed him king, and immediately put to death. His 



rou 



to rot in the open air. The perfidious conduit- of the garrifori of Cominges, 
foon experienced. the chaftifement it deferved— they were all put to the fword — 
their general Miimmol was aflaffinated, and bilh op; Sagittarius maflacred, by 
the king's orders. Such were the viltims that were facriticed to the manes of 
a prince, who wanted neither courage nor prudence. 

Thefe horrid executions reftored tranquillity to the fubjelts of Gontran: That 
prince, before he left Paris, had cftabliihed a council of regency, to govern 
jointly with Fredegcnda, whbmiie now began to miftruft j arid left fhe ftiould 
acquire too great an influence in the Capital of the French empire, he compel* 
led her to retire to Vaudreuil, a royal palace, about twelve miles from Roueri. 
The regent, enraged at this divifion of her power, refolvedto affaffinate Brune- 
haut, with whom fhe imagined the plan originated, but the plot was difcovered, 
and the aflaflin fent back with contempt to Fredegonda^ who,- in a tranfport of 
fury, mingled with fhame, ordered his hands and feet to be cut off. ' She difi 
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whom flic wiflied t6 • ffccurfc, a's an inftrutttent that might 
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her to fliake off the yoke of the court of Burgundy. But the capture and death 
of that prince marred all her projects. Again reduced folety to 1 rely on the 
protection of Gontran, fhe earnestly entreated him to ftand godfather to her 

~ " A " garded as the 

ffloft folemn promife of 'an 



fon ; an office, the acceptance of 
ftroncreffc 



inviolable attachment.' Her delay to« have this ceremony -performed, gave 



rife to fufpicions on the birth of thechild$ the Burgundian prince, in particular, 
openly expreffed his doubts which coming to the ears of the queen, fhe haf- 
tened to him in alarm, and fworethat Clotaire was the real fon of Chilperic. 
She alfo made three bifhops of her acquaintance, and three hundred other wit- 
nelfes, fwear the fame thing. This monarch was no longer permitted to doubt 
the truth of. a fait thus folemnly attefted ; he even coincided with Fredegonda 
in the fieceffity of deferring the ceremony, which was performed fix years after 
at the village of Nanterre. 

Such was the ancient mode of verifying all doubtful circumftariCes. The 
party accufed was not admitted to clear himfelf by oath, unlefs his oath was 
confirmed by thofe of perfons who were either related to him, or were of his 
own felt of profeffion, or, at leaft, who lived in his neighbourhood *. It was 
re qui lite that thefe witneffes fhould be people of irreproachable conduit, ac- 
quainted with the accufer, and if they were not ecclefiaftics, relident in the 
place where they made their depofition. * In earlier times they were drawn by- 
lot 5 they were rnoftly brought forward by. the party accufed — feldom by thet* 
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aceufer. Their number depended on circurnftances — more or lefs were required, 
according to the importance of the caufe, and the merit or quality of the parties 
concerned *• The judge, by way cf warning them to be careful in what they 
were going to depoie, either pulled them by or gave them a gentle box oh the 
ear. The oath could only be adminiftered on certain days, in the morning-, 
faftingj and in the church, either upon the altar, the crofs, the teftament, the 
canon of the mafs, the tomb of a faint, or upon fome fhrine. The party ac- 
cufed laid his hands upon that of the witnefs, at the time he was delivering his 
evidence, and protefted in a loud voice that he was innocent of the crimes im- 
puted to him. This ceremony, which was produ&ive of fo much perjury, 
cleared him from all further profecution. 

Gontran, on his return from Burgundy, gave orders to aflemble a council at 



Ma^o 



who had 



of 



f. He 



of Lcudegifilis ; and. the commiffaries appointed to levy them executed their 
charge with the utmoft rigour. The ecclefiaftics too, who had omitted to 
fupply their ftipulated quota of men> were treated with equal fe verity. But 
there were fome prelates who had fhown a more evident and decifive partiality 
to the ufurper. Theodorus, who paffed for a faint, had received him at *" ~ 
feilles; and at Cahors he had experienced the fame degree of favour 
another prelate. The bifhops of Bourdeaux," -Xaintes, and Bazas, had even 
confecrated Fauftinian, whom he nominated to the bifhoprick of Acqs. Chil- 
debert interceded for Theodorus, who was fet at liberty, and permitted to take 
his feat with the reft. Fauftinian was depofed, but allowed to retain the rank 



Mar 
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and honours of a bifhop. 



t 



thofe who ordained him ftiould pay him an annuity of a hundred crowns of gold.. 
The prelate who received him at Cahors was excommunicated, condemned to 
abftinence from meat and wine for three years, and prohibited, during that time 
from the celebration of the holy myfteries : but what appears ftrange is> that 
he was ordered to remain in his diocefe 5. and, excepting the power of ordaining 
priefts, of confecrating churches, and bellowing his benediftion on the holy 
chrifm, he was allowed to exercife every other part of his epifpocal functions J|.. 
We are told that a prelate had the prefumption to maintain, in theprefence 
of the council, that woman could not be called man, which occafioned great, 
difputes among the fathers. At length, however, the authority of the fcrip* 
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The tranquillity of France was foon interrupted by two wars* which broke 
out at the fame time ; one in Burgundy, againil the Vifigoths j and another 
in Auftrafia, againft the Lombards*. Gontran's pretext was, to revenge 
the death of Hermengild, brother-in-law to Chiidcbert s but his real motive 
for commencing hoflilities appears to have been, the expulfion of the Vifigoths 
from France, and the extenfion of the limits of the French empire as far as the 
Pyrenees. Chiidcbert was induced to march into Italy, by the hope of refcu- 
ing Ingonda from the hands of the Imperial generals, into which fhe had been 
delivered, either for her own perfonal fafety, or as a hoftage for the fidelity 
of her hufband, Hermengild : but the progrefs both of Gontran and Childebert 
was flow, and their fchemes proved finally unfuccefsful. 

The Burgundians, feldom fubdued, though often defeated, found themfelves 

reduced to the neceffity of entering into an accommodation with Rccarede, the 

fon and fucceffor of Leuvigiid. That wife prince, who had recently abjured 
Arianifm, was extremely anxious to put an end to the war; he had offered him- 
felf in marriage to Chlodofmda, filler to the king of Auftrafia, and the match 
was concluded; but he neither married that princefs, nor Riguntha, the daughter 
of Chilperic, who had likewife been engaged to him. This laft, indeed, was 
a&ually on the road to Spain, when the death of her father occafioned an altera- 
tion in her fentiments and meafures f. General Didier, being difplcafed with 
Fredegonda, took this opportunity of infulting her, in the perfon of her daugh- 
ter, by feizing all the treafures. which fhe had received for her dower; thefe 
confifted of confiderable fums of money, both in gold and filver, befides fifty 
large waggons loaded with rich clothes, and other precious effects : all of which 
Didier feeured and depofited in a fafe place. Riguntha, returning to the court 
of Clotaire, there led fuch a life of debauchery, that her mother ufed to correft 
her moft feverely. We are told, by the hiftorians of thofe days, that their 
quarrels were fometimes fo ferious, that they adtually came to blows. One day, 
in particular, the queen pretending to give her that part of her father's treafures 
to which fhe was entitled, the princefs ftooped to take them from the trunk in 
which they were enclofed ; when her mother preffed the lid down upon her 
head, and, but for the interference of fome perfon who was in an adjoining 
apartment, fhe muft inevitably have been facrificed to the fury of that piti- 
lefs and unnatural woman. — We relate thefe circumftances merely to convey 
an idea of the ferocity of manners which obtained in the firft ages of the 
monarchy. 

The Auftrafians, in the mean time, had entered Italy 5 but being won by the 
fubmiffion and the prefents of Autharis, king of the Lombards, they contented 
themfelves with merely paffing the Alps. A fecond expedition, which they 
undertook foon after, was attended with no greater advantage. A difpute 
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arifing among the leaders, the army remained ina£Uve, and returned to France 
without making a fingle attempt. The king of Italy, however, continued his 
folicitations for peace, which was at length concluded. The court of Auftrafia 
received his prefents, promifed him the princefs Chlodofinda, and broke the. 
engagement. The treaty was no fooner figned, * ~ 
irruption into Lombardy * : but their perfidy was juftly puniftied by the moft 

lignal defeat which the nation ever experienced j-. The Italian prince took 

every method he could devife in order to diftrefs them; he perfuaded Garibald, 
Duke of Bavaria, to fhake of the Auftrafian yoke ; and to attach him the more 
firmly to his intereft, he afked his daughter, Theodelinda, in marriage. It is 
pretended that he accompanied the ambafladors himfelf j and that the princefs, 
having prefented the cup to the envoys, according to a cuftom that prevailed 
among the people over whom flie was going to reign, Autharis, in returning it, 
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to fufpeft it was the 



king of Lombardy — who immediately confirmed her fufpicions by killing what 
before he had only ventured to fqueeze. This circumftance calls to our. mind 
a curious article of the Salic law ||, which fays, whoever Jhall kifs the hand of a 
free woman, fa all pay a fine of fifteen fob of gold.. It muft be owned, that if the 
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neither fo refpeftful nor fo referved. 



legiflators 



The defeat of the French only fcrved to irritate their courage. They en- 
tered into a league with the empire 5 and Childebert fent a numerous army into 
Italy, divided into two bodies §: one, under the conduit of Audovald, loft time 
in waiting for the Imperial troops, in order to form the fiege of Milan ^ $ while 
the other, commanded by Cadmus, entered the country of Trento, where they 
took nine or ten places of ftrength. They both returned with an immenfe 
booty, but confidcrably weakened by diforders, proceeding from the extreme 
heat of the climate. This confideration, joined to the mediation of the king, 
of Burgundy, and enforced by motives of policy, which taught to weaken and- 
not to deftroy the Lombards, fuperinduced the conclufion of a peace, on the. 
condition of receiving from the Lombards a tribute of twelve thoufand fols 
of gold which was afterwards given up, on the-payment of a ftipulatcd 
fum. 

During thefe expeditions, feveral incidents occurred in France, which give 
us an horrid idea of the manners of thofe times. Fredegonda, whofe mind was 
ever fertile in proje&s of cruelty, and who could always find afTaffins to put. 

them in execution, hired two ecclefiaftics to murder the king of Auftrafia with 
poifoned poniards |f : The wretches were apprehended atSoilfonss and bein 
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put to the torture, confeffed the crime they intended to commit. Even Gon- 
tran the friend of Fredegonda, and the father, the guardian, the protestor of her 
fon, was not exempt from her abominable machinations. As he was going 
into chapel one day to hear matins, he furprized an afiaflin whom fhe had lent 
there to poniard him : another time, as he was- going to receive the facrament,, 
a man advanced towards him— but, either from remorfe of confcience, or. 
refpeft for majefty, he let the poniard fall from his hand*. He was immedi- 
ately feized and confefied his execrable defign ; but having been taken in a 
church, he could not be punifhed; — as if the right of fandhiary could be 
extended to the man who violates its facrednefs by the raoft deteftable 
parricide J 

The failure of fo many diabolical attempts was infufficient to deter Frede- 
gonda from perfifting in her murderous efforts. Intrepid in evil, fhe appeared 
to. acquire frefh force from difappointment ; andAvhfcn one projeft was marred, 
another of greater importance was immediately. formed f. The death of the 
king of Auftrafia, and his mother, was again refolved on; and the fuccefs of 
this fcheme appeared the more infallible, as fhe had engaged three of the prin- 
cipal nobles, at the court of Childebert, to join in its execution: but that prince 
being fo fortunate as to difcover the plot, .the confpirators met the fate they 
defcrved. Raucingus, who called himfelfjthe natural fon of Clotaire the Firft, 
was {tabbed juft as he had quitted the king's apartment, whither he had been 
fummoned on pretence of bufinefs, Urfion was flain after a bold refiftance j 
and Berthefred, though protected by Brunehaut, was murdered in a chapel, 

whither he had fled for fhelter ; the bifhop of Verdun having refufed to give 
up the keys of it, the affaflins, not daring to break open the doors, got upon 
the roof, and crufhed him to death with the tiles. 

iEgidius, bifhop of Rheims, was fufpedted of being an accomplice in this 
confpiracy againft Childebert; but poffeffing the arts of intrigue and perfuafion 
in an eminent degree, he acquired fuch an afcendancy over the king that he 
eluded the punifliment due to his crime He v/as lefs fortunate, however, 
in a fecond confpiracy, which was difcovered foon after the firft. The leaders 
of it were the conftable Sunegifilisj the grand referendary Gallus ; and Septi- 
mina, governefs to Theodebert and Thierri. Their defign was either to 
make the king repudiate his wife Faileuba, and banifh Brunehaut, or elfe to 
poifon him 5 in the hope that, in the abfence of thofe princefles, or during the 
minority of the young princes, the reigns of government would be entrufted to 
them. Childebert, averfe to fhedding blood, contented himfelf with depriving 
them of their places, and fending them into exile. But the conftable having 
accufed the bifhop of Rheims, iEgidius was apprehended, and committed to 
clofe confinement at Metz. Some of the bifhops complaining of the impro- 
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pricty of taking a prelate from his diocefe, on the.fimple depolui&n of a .lay* 
man,, the. king, moved by,, their re monftranccs; .ordered, him to be :fent jback, 
and, at the fame time fummoned a council to.affemble in his capital, ..The .cul- 
prit appear ingi the letters he had written toXhilperic were, produced, when his 
defign xo murder young :Childebert .being fully eftablifhed.by them, his judges, 
notwithftanding their difpofuion to favour him, were obliged to pronounce the 
fentence of . degradation j by throwing themfelves at the king's feet, to beg he 
would fpare- the life of the:bilhop, they obtained what they afked; and, though 
the crime; of which they ftood cdnvi&ed was*. of the deepdit. dye, yet exile and 

conftfeation. formetf-his orily punifhment. * . ^ ; 

- A. D. 590-] .In the mean time \Yaroc,-Earl of Brittany, had, at the in li- 
gation of Fredcgorida, made, incurfions into France, on the fide of Rennes and 
Nantes. Gontran fen t Beppolenis'and Elvacharius to oppofe him The firft, 
deceived by a traitor, advanced into a-country full of defiles and marfhes, where 
he .was attacked, defeated, ; and flain : but the. laft =was more, fuccefsful ; en- 
couraged by an invitation from the inhabitant's. of Vannes, he inarched to that 

city, which opened its gates at. his approach. j;.Waroc,. alarmed at the lofs offo 
important a place, went v to Elvacharius, acknowledged himfelf.as.the fubjefb 
and vaflal of the French monarchs, fwore eternal fidelity to them, .and alfo 
bound himfelf, :by oath, never more to bear arms againft the king of Burgundy. 
This oath, however, was no fooner made than broken. The fon of Waroc 
attacked the French troops, as foon as a part of. them had pafled the river 

Villaine, on their return home, and throwing them into conflifion, killed fome 
thoufands, and took a great number of prifohers.-j-. Elvacharius, being fuf- 

pedted of maintaining a correfpondence with the Earl of Brittany, was/difgraced, 
and received orders to abfent himfelf from court.; ? 



A. D. 593.] The war in Brittany, and thexhriftening of Clotaire, were the 
laft events of importance in the reign of Gontran, who died at Chalons upon 
Saone, in the fixty-firft year of his age. The. abilities of Gontran were not 
above mediocrity ; — deftitute of that vigour and firmnefs, which are eflential 
to the enforcement of authority, his fchemes^ though well conceived, were not 
unfrequently marred by thofe whom he appointed to Superintend their execution. 
His difpofition was naturally good; yet was it : rather calculated to encourage 
licentioufnefs, than to command veneration : for though he loved his fubje&s, 
he had not fufficient refolution to fecure them from the opprefiion of his mi- 
nifters. He was mild, humane, and complacent ; yet rather from timidity than 
virtue. In the moment of paffion it was dangerous to approach him; and, in 
the firft tranfports of rage, he would fometimes condemn his fubje&s to death 
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for the moft trivial offences *. One of his wives, being at the point of death, 

begged him to have two of her phylicians executed, becaufe flie imagined that 
their medicines had brought her into that fituation ; and Gontran was not only 
weak enough to make the promife fhe required of him, but cruel enough to keep 
it. Going through a foreft one day, he Taw a wild bull juft killed ; he charged 
the keeper of the foreft with the fa£b ; but the man accufed one his chamberlains, 
who denied having any knowledge of it. The king ordered that the matter 
fliould be decided by fingle combat f . The chamberlain, being old and 
infirm, fent one of his nephews to fight for him, who mortally wounded the 
accufer 5 but, in (looping to difarm him, he killed himfclf by falling on the 
poinard of his adverfary. The death of his champion, though Accidental, was 
regarded as the convidtion of the chamberlain, whom the king ordered to be 
immediately feized, ahd (toned to death on the fpot. Such were the ideas en- 
tertained of juftice in thofe barbarous times. The biographers of Gontran tell 
us he poflefled a vaft fund of piety j and the aufterity of his life, the extent of 
his bounty to the poor, and his love, refpefr, and protection of religion, the 
church, and ins minifters,. procured him a place in the long lift of Romilh faints. 
Gregory of Tours, whofe credulity knew no bounds, fays that he performed 
miracles. ■ . 

That prelate, after fpeaking in the warmeft terms of commendation of 
Gon Iran's virtue, adds, that he had a concubine whofe name was Veneranda^. 
This, at firft, appears ftrange and inconfiltant; but our aftonifhment ceafes, 
when we refledt that concubinage, though now a term of reproach, was then a 
lawful union; which, though lefs folemn, .was equally indi'flbluble with mar- 
riage || . It was authorized by the civil law, whenever, the want of birth or 
fortune, in a woman, raifed a legal impediment to her marriage with perfons of 
a certain rank. Although a concubine, therefore, did not poffefs the fame de- 
gree of confideration in a family, with a wife of equal rank, it was (till an ho- 
nourable appellation . very different to that of miftrefs j and her children, 
according to the cuftom of the ancient. French, were capable of inheriting 
whenever.-, their father chofe it. :This kind of alliance was, for feveral ages, re- 
garded by the weftern church- .as a lawful connexion. The firft council of 
Toledo formally declared—/^/ a man. could only have one wife, or one concubine, 
whichever he preferred. — Saint Ifidorus, of Seville the council of Rome, under 
Eugenius the Second ; and anodier council, holden in the fame city, under 
Leo the Fourth, expreffed themfelves in terms of a fimilar import. The fub- 
fequent declarations of the nullity of filch connexions, did not arife from their 
being confidered as illicit in themfelves, efpecially when the engagement was 

* 

* Greg. 1; v, c. 36. f Idem, 1. x. c. 10. + L. iv. c. 25. . H Leg. ill. fF. de Concubin. 
leg. ftuprnm. ff. ad leg. Jul. de Adulter. § Jacob Cuiac, de cohabit clericor. and Malier, 
If Can. 17. Concil. Rom. fub Eugen. II. c. 37. collect. Hort. part 2. 
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formal and perpetual, but from the numerous abufes to which the want ©f 
folemnity gave birth *. It was for this reafon, alio, that the Romans, though 
they considered the offspring of an union fo contracted as legitimate, did not 
grant them the right of fucceffion. 



Gontran. was fond of literature, and mailer of feveral languages. We are 
told that, afc Orleans, he was harangued in Hebrew, Arabic, Greek and Latin. 
He had three wives ; Veneranda, Marcatruda, and Auftregilda; two fons, who 
died in their infancy ; and two daughters, Chlodberga, and Clotilda. Some 
authors affirm f , that this laft furvived him, 1 and that he left her an immenfe 
fortune, to difpofe of at her pleafure. 

Some account of the condition of the Princcffes, of the.firft race, is here 
neceffary: they received the title of Queen % j which placed them on an equality 
with Kings, without giving them any claim to the throne, and was regarded as 
a prefage of their alliance with a crowned head: for, under the Merovingian 
monarchs, there is no inftance of a daughter of France, who did not either lead 
a life of celibacy, or efpoule a Sovereign Prince. Whenever their names v/ere 
mentioned after their death, the, epithet glorious, or, of happy memory , was always 
annexed to them; a prerogative that was. confined to royalty || v They were 
provided with a fuitable fubfiftence, by the aflignment of lands, or even towns, 
either during the life of their father, or after his death \ but they only enjoyed 
the revenues of fuch poffeffions, which were never detached from the Hate. 
Such was the law of the realm. The deviation from this law, at the celebrated 
treaty of Andelaw, by Childebert and Gontran, where the former was a&uated 
by motives of benevolence to his filler, Clodofwinda \ and the latter by; affeft ion 
for his daughter, Clotilda, was a particular privilege that rather : - [tends; to con- 
firm than iubvert§. It is even remarkable, that in the very a£t which gives 
them poireffion of the fijeal lands, it was ftipulated that they fhould only receive 
the revenues arifing from them fo long as they remained in France ; fo very 
careful has the government of France ever been to prevent the exportation of 
the national wealth, and to prevent foreign princes, from acquiring rights to 
any part of the monarchy. 

The death of Gontran did not appear at firft to effe£t any : material; change in 
the French empire. The king of Auftrafia took pofiefiion of -Orleans, and : Bup- 
gundy without oppofition <|f. His title to thofe territories was founded on the 
adoption of his uncle ; on the famous treaty of Andelaw, by which the crown 
was fettled on him, in default of male heirs; and, laftly, on the will of the de- 
ceafed monarch, who left him fole heir * to all his dominions. 
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Young .Clotaire, at the fame time, was put in pofleflion of all his father's 
rights ; and Soiffons, which had put itfelf under the dominion of Childebert, 
was, neverthelefs, reftored to the fon of Chilperic. It is even pretended* 
that the two kings entered into an amicable arrangement, with refpeft to 
their participation of the city of Paris; their friendfhip, however, did not 
I aft long. 

Childebert, no longer reftrained by the fear of Gontran, now gave a free 
vent to his juft refentment againft the family of Chilperic. The death of a 
father, aflailinated by the emiffaries of Fredegonda ; the danger to which he 
had been expofed himfelf when arretted, together with the queen his mother; 
a thoufand perfidious attempts upon his life; the doubtful circumftances 
attending the birth of Clotaire ; ambition ; intereft — all excited him to 
attack a prince, whofe death or depofition would render him fole monarch 
of France. Thus ftimulated, he raifed a powerful army, which he fent into 
the Soiffonnois, where it committed great depredations. But this was 
the only advantage he gained, for Wintrion, who commanded his troops, ; 
was put to flight, after an obftiriate engagement f, in which more than thirty 
thoufand men- were (lain* No other circumftances of this memorable a&ioii 
are mentioned by contemporary writers;, nor are any further- particulars- of this 
bloody War preferred in hiftory. It appears, however, that the king of Soiilbris 

loft fome part of his territories - ; 

A. D. 594O The motions of the Auftrafian monarch, on the irruption of Wa- 
roc -into the Countries ofRennes and Nantes ; the rapidity of his march againft; 
that -rebellfeus vaffal; the defpfcrate battle that was fought between the iBritoris : 
and the French of the kingdom of Metz; the obftinate inveteracy of the troops, 
which was fo great, that fcafcely a man furvived the a&ion on either fide — all 

thefe circumftances tend to prove that that part of Chilperic's dominion's had 
been reunited to the crown of Auftrafia, and that the love of glory received a 

powerful ftimulus from copfiderations of intereft. 

'The author of the book ihtitledj "jk&iohs ttf * the Kings of France," gives 
an account, not lefs lingular than particular, of the defeat of Wintrion. — Fre- 
degonda, lie •teHs^us, 1 -who was- flfe^r-'alafmecl*" at' danger however great, 
hM ; ^o- fe>6ner -learnt chat ^the Auftraft^ had -invaded the territories of her fon, 
than : lhe gave orders "~ for airemblmg' the -army^ with 'the utmoft expedition.. 
Braine was appointed as the place o£rendezvous for the troops* She reviewed 
them herfelf |], running^through the : . ranks ^vidi her fon in her arms, and pre- 

fenting that laft relic of the family* of- Chilperic, r^ftiind^d-them of -the oath they 
had taken to defend him; then placing herfelf at their head, fhe led them on 
to the enemy, whom they met at the village of Droiin, about five leagues from 



* Geft. Franc, c. 36. f Fred, in Chron. c. 14. Paul. Diac. de Geflis Longobard. 1. iv. c. 4, 
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Soiffons. She obtained all the honour of that celebrated day, by means of a 
ftratagem, which implies almoft a total ignorance of the utility of fpies in thofe 
days. It was the cuftom, both in peace and -war, to fufFer horfes to graze at 
large, with a bell tied round their necks for the conveniency of finding them 
again. The queen, therefore, ordered her- cavalry to fupply themfelves with 
fmall bells, and large branches of trees in full verdure ; and, thus equipped, 
they advanced, during the night, towards the camp of Childebert. The ftra- 
tagem fucceeded, as the Auftrafians miftook them for the horfes that were 
feeding in the plain. The appearance of day led them into a frefh error: they 
thought it was a real foreft, and did not perceive their miftake till Landry, who 
commanded under Fredegonda, had advanced fo near to them, that they had 
not time to range themfelves in order of battle : they were of courfe defeated, 
with a dreadful flaughter, and the vi&ory of Fredegonda was complete. 

But when we reflect that this child, which was carried about from rank to 
rank, was then in his tenth or eleventh years that no contemporary writers takes 
notice of thefe particulars, fo remarkable in their nature; that the author who 
transmitted them to pofterity, didnot live till a hundred and twenty years after 
the period in which they were fuppofed to have occurred ; — there is every rea- 
fon to believe, that the whole ftory is a mere creature of the imagination, pro- 
duced by a love of Angularity, and adopted from a tafte for the marvellous. 

A. D. 595.] The viftory of Droiffi was inefficient to quiet the apprehen- 
fions of Fredegonda, fince Childebert ftill remained m after of two thirds of the 

French empire y her chief care was to encreafe the number of his enemies. 
The revolt of Waroc was a ftroke of policy in her ; and flie now made another 
diverfion, at the oppofite extremity of the kingdom of Auftrafia, by engaging 

the king of the Varni to take iip arms againft, the perfecutor of his fo'n. The 
Varni were a German nation, eftablifhed on the fea-coaft, at the mouth of that 
branch of the Rhine which formerly emptied its waters into the ocean j but 
which now runs by Leyden, and then lofes itfelf in the fands, at Catwick. The 
intrigues of Fredegonda proved the deftrudtion of this unfortunate people * ; 
who were not only defeated by Childebert, but fo completely exterminated, 
that their very name was extinguished for ever. 

A. D. 596. "] Childebert did not long furvive this vi&ory. He died a few 
months after, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, and the twentieth of 'his 
reign j- $ more regretted from the hopes which he had given rife to, than for 
the exploits which he had atchieved. .His queen, Faileuba, died foon after. 
He : had two children by herV who fucceeded him under the corickidt of their 
grandmother, Brunehaut. The eldeft, Theodebert, was crowned, king -of 
Auftrafia; '.and the youngeft, Thierri, had the kingdom of Burgundy ; to which 

vtere annexed Alface," Sundgaw, . Turgaw,- and a part of Champagne. In this 



* Fred, c. 15. + Fred, in Chron. c. 17. Geft. Franc, c, 37. 



7^ HISTORY OF FRANCE. {.597' 

divifion, 'which had been fettled by Childebert, the wiflies of the inhabitants, 
particularly thofe of Alface, had been chiefly consulted. Their partiality to 
Thierri arofe from his having been brought up among them at a country feat 
.called Marlem. 

Thefe country -feats of the ancient kings of France, or pleafure-houfes, as 
.they are generally termed, were very different from thofe which the prefent 
monarchs devote to the mere purpofe of amufement. They were rather rich 
-farms, than regal palaces, at which every objeft of convenience was to be 

found 5 where ornament was lefs ftudied than utility, and where profit was more 
xonfulted than pleafure. There were above a hundred and fixty of thefe royal 
feats, in different parts of the kingdom and the fovereigns paffed their lives 
in travelling from one to another. The villages that lay on the road were 
obliged to fupply them with carriages for their retinue $ and the abbies and 
caftles with lodging and provifion. The abbots and nobles, not content with 
entertaining them in a ftyle of fuperior magnificence, never failed to make 
them a prefent of plate at their departure. That which at firft was but a vo- 
luntary gift, a token of affe£tion from the vaffal to his lord, became, in the 
fequel, a tribute of obedience. The kings, in time, grew tired of this wandering 
kind of life ; but they were determined, notwithftanding, to give up none of 
the prerogatives that were attached to it. They therefore impofed on thofe 
prelates and nobles, who had been accuftomed to receive them, a tax of agift- 
went *. A truly grateful reward for their hofpitality ! 

The death of Childebert occafioned a renewal of the war between the courts 
of Auftrafia and Soiflbns. Fredegonda, taking advantage of the prefent con- 
junflure, levied an army, and took poffeffion of Paris, and of feveral other 
places on the banks of the Seine f. A contemporary writer obferves, that this 
irruption was made after the manner of the barbarians, without any previous 
declaration of war; which neceflarily implies that a treaty of peace had been 
concluded between the two crowns, after the batde of Droiffi. Be that as it 
may, Brunehaut haftened to affemble the troops of her grandchildren, and made 
them march, with the utmolt expedition, to the relief of the provinces that were 
attacked. The two armies met at Leucofao, which was fituated either in the 
environsrof-ILaon, -of Toul, or of Morct.cn Gatinois ; for the pla.ee is unknown 



at prefent, and authors are divided in opinion as to its fituation. The battle 
was fought with great obftinacy, and attended with great (laughter on both fides. 
The three young kings, as we are told by hiftorians, were placed at the head of 
their refpe&ive troops, though the oldeft of them was but in his thirteenth year. 
•Viftory declared for Clotaire. 
A. D. 597-] Fredegonda had now attained the fummit of profperity; a crown 
.procured by the fplendor of her charms, and preferved by the ftrength of her 



■* Ducange's gbflary, on the word Gifhun. t Fred, ft 



599'] CLOT AIRE THE SECOND. 79 

genius a hufband reftored, through her, to a throne which he had loft by his 
perfidy j a minority conduced with all the art of a confummate policy ; a re- 
gency rendered illuftrious by two celebrated vi&ories ; and a new kingdom 

conquered and fecured to hereon: — all thefe atchievements are unequivocal 
proofs of her vigor and talents ; and proved almoft fufficient to make her fub- 
jedts forget that fhe was ambitious, vindi&ive, and cruel ; that fhe had facri- 
ficed to her grandeur, or to her fafety, one great king, two virtuous queens, two 
heirs apparent to the throne, and an infinite number of people of inferior rank. 

It was at this moment of triumph and exaltation, when her arms were crowned 
with viftory, and her proje&s with fuccefs, that God called her from the world ; 
as if apprehenfive that the enormity of her crimes would, in the fight of unthink- 
ing mortals, be funk in the fplendor of her exploits. She was interred near her 
hufband, in the church of Saint Germain des Pres, where her tomb is ftill to be 

feen *. 

The death of this formidable rival, afforded leifure and opportunicy to Bru- 
nehaut to eftablifli univerfal tranquility throughout her dominions ; fhe con- 
cluded a peace with the Huns, \frho, after the death of Childebert, had invaded 
the Auttrafian territories ; fhe renewed the ancient treaties with the king of 
Lombardyj and fhe engaged the pope to avert the difference which was likely, 
to arife with regard to the valley of Aoufte, and the country of. Suza, which -. 
Gontran had taken from the empire. But affairs of ftate did not make her foiv- 
get matters of religion. The fovereign pontiff, apprized of the difpofition of 
the Englifh to liften to the do&rine of Chriftianity, which had been greatly.- 

encouraged by Bertha, daughter to Caribert the Firft, who had married Ethel-» 
bert, king of Kent, determined to fend miffionaries to promote the.promulga* 
tion of the gofpel. Brunehaut granted thefe miffionaries a free paffage through 
her dominions, fent fome French papifts,, who underftood both Englilh and 
Latin, to accompany them f, facilitated their journey to Canterbury, and pro- 
tected them fo effedtually,. that, according .to pope Gregory,- after God, England 
is indebted to herfcr its converjicn to ChriJHarniy 

A.D. 599.] It was not long, however, .before the flames of war began to * 
rage with additional fury, throughout- the empire of, France. It is not known 
-whether adefire to recover Paris, induced Theodebert and Thierri to arm; or 
whether Clotaire, elated with fuccefs, endeavoured to extend his conquefts %. . 
But it is certain, that this lafb monarch had entered upon the territories of .Bur- 
gundy, before a junction had been. formed between the armies of the two Bro- 
thers ||- An aftion took place at a village, called by Fredegarius, Doromellus 
Juper Aroamaniy now Dormeil-upon-Quefne, near Sens, which terminated in 
favour of Theodebert and Thierri. Clotaire,- obliged to retreat, fled firft to 

* GeiL Franc, c. 37. f Becle, 1. i. c. 25, 26, 27. $ Fred, in Ghrcn. c. zo; y. 743. . [tQeft* 
Franc, g. 57. Almoin, 1, 3. 
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Melun, afterwards to Paris,, and then to Arelauna, how the Britifh Foreft, till 
the places that he had reduced after the. battle of Leufao were retaken and 
facked ; and he was, at lengthy compelled to fue for peace ; which , was granted 
him, but on very hard terms. Fie was obliged to cede to the king of Bur- 
gundy all the towns in his pofftffion, which lay between the Loire, the Seine, 
the fea, and the frontiers of Brittany ; and to the Auftrafian monarch he. gave 
up the Duchy of Denteilenus, which comprized., according to the moft pro- 
bable opinion*, that extent of country which is fituated between the Aifne, the 
Oife, the Seine and the ocean, and which nearly forms the prefent Ifle of 
France. He only preferved'for.himfelf twelve diftri£ts, between the fea, /the 
Oife and the Seine by which means he was confidered as a prince who had 
been ftripped of his dominions and was reduced to a fimpie appanage for fub- 
fiftance. This concluded the fixth century in France..- — The beginning of the 
feventh was fignalized by the defeat of the Gafcons. 

A. D. 601.J That people, equally diftinguifhed for their wit and courage, 
had not yet eftablifhed themfelves in the province which now bears their name. 
They then refided in Navarre, in a part of old Caftile and Arragon f . Pam- 
peluna and Calahorra were their principal cities. It was beyond the Pyrenees, 
therefore, that Theodebert and Thierri extended their incurfions. Vi6tory 
followed their Heps the Gafcons were defeated, and a tribute exa&ed from 
them. 

A. D. 603.] While the kings of Burgundy and Auftrafia were thus em- 
ployed, Ciotaire, who was ever intent on revenge, made a fudden irruption 
into the country between the Seine and the Loire %. His fon Meroveus, a child 
of fix years, commanded his army, under the conduct of Landri. That gene- 
ral, after reducing feveral towns, invefted Orleans, where Bertoald, mayor of 
the palace of Burgundy, had taken refuge. Thierri, informed of his fituation, 
flew to his affiftance ; and Landri not being able to keep the field, retreated to- 
wards Eftampes, with a refolution to make a ftand at the paflage of the river of 
that name. The van of Thierri's army had no fooner paffed the ftream, than 
he attacked it with determined bravery, and' Bertoald, who commanded it, 
was flain, after performing prodigies of valour. But the refiftance made by this 
gallant officer, gave the remainder of the troops an opportunity of pafiing the 
river, and forming on the oppofite fide. The conteft then became too unequal 
to be long fupported. A dreadful carnage of the Neuftrians enfued : the greateft 
part of their army periihed in the field, and the few that efcaped were indebted 
for their fafety to the precipitation with which they fled. Young Meroveus was 
taken prifoner 5 but what became of him afterwards is not known, fince his name 
is never again mentioned in hiftory. It has been fufpe&ed || that he was put to 
death in prifon - s but that is a mere conjedhire. 

m * 
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Theodebert, in the mean time, had entered the kingdom of SoifTons, and 
advanced towards Compiegne, where Clotaire had fixed his camp. The two 
main armies had juft formed a junction, when they received intelligence of 
Landri's defeat; and the Neuftrian prince being now compelled to fue for 
peace, obtained it on reafonable terms. The king of Auftrafia began to 
entertain apprehenfions that his brother's enterprifing fpirit might prove pre- 
judicial to his intereft, and therefore wiftied to fecure a friend who might pro- 
ted him from dangers, that exifted but in his own imagination. This fpirit 
of miftruft, when made known to Thierri, appears to have infpired him with 
fimilar fentimehts ; hence the amity which had hitherto fub fitted between 
the brothers, being poifoned by diffidence, was fpeedily converted into dif- 
cord. 

Protades had been recently appointed to fucceed Bertoald in the office of 
Mayor of the Palace of Burgundy. This nobleman was the mod fupple 
courtier, a man of the g re ate ft addrefs, and the braveft and moft accomplifhed 
cavalier of the age. All that reafon could didtate, or intereft fuggeft, did he 
exert, in order to irritate his maft^r againft Theodebert. The peace of Com- 
peigne, concluded without the confent, and contrary to the intereft of Thierri, 
afforded a fubjed of complaint which he did not fail to profit by *, and he 
contrived to acquire fuch an afcendency over the mind of that prince, that war 
was declared againft the king of 'Auftrafia. There are fome, however, who 
pretend, that this rupture proceeded from another caufe, and that Brunehaut 
was the inftrument of difcord that fet her grandchildren at variance-. That 
vindidHve woman, fay thefe writers *, had not forgotten the infult Ihe had 
fuftained from Theodebert, who expelled her from his court ; and Ihe was 

induced to revenge it by meditating the deftru&ion of its author. She gave 

Thierri to underftand, that this prince, who had hitherto paffed for the fon of 
Childeberc, was, in fadl, but the fon of a gardener. Such, according to 
Fredegarius, and his copyift Aimoin, was the true caufe of the war between 
the two brothers. 

But the truth of this account is juftly fufpe&ed. The very year in which it 
is pretended that Brunehaut was expelled from the kingdom of Auftrafia, flie 
engaged the two princes to form a junftion of their armies for the purpofe of 
oppofing Clotaire — a meafure which certainly implies neither hatred nor mif- 
underftanding. If that princefs had really fuftained fuch an infult, Gregory, 
under whofe pontificate chis event is placed, would not have failed to write 
to her on the fubjeft, either to confole her, or to make her confider her dif- 
grace as a juft chaftifement inflidted by the hand of Providence. This pope, 
the firft who interfered in the affairs of France, would never have fuffered fuch 
an opportunity for the exertion of his religious zeal to efcape j fince it is well 
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known that he always' conceived it to be his duty to convey .inftfu&iori to 
crowned heads. The king of Auftrafia would doubtlefs have experienced the 
feverity of his remonftrances, on a proceeding fo cruel and unjult. But, on 
the contrary, we find, from all the letters which he wrote at this period, that 
a drift amity fubfifted between Theodebert and Brunehauc, and that the tv/o 
courts were alike governed by the advice of that princefs. We might add 
with Pafquier *, that it is highly credible fhe never refided with Theodebert, 
but that, immediately after the death of Childebert, ftie followed Thierri into 
Burgundy. It was a 'kingdom newly acquired, and of courfe but indifferently 
fecured. It was out of the power of a child of nine years, to fecure it and the 
prefence of Brunehaut, therefore, became a matter of necefiity. What atfirft 
appears but probable, is rendered certain, when we confider the great number 
of fuperb edifices which fhe caufed to be ere&edin the dominions of the young 
Burgundian prince. It is not known, fays the learned critic we have quoted 
above, that this queen, who is allowed by all to have pofTeffed the appearnance 
of devotion at leaft, ever founded a fingle church in Auftrafia; whereas, a 
thoufand monuments, raifed for pious purpofes, or for public convenience, 
are flill to be foend in the kingdom of Burgundy. The great roads and caufe- 
ways which ftill bear her name 5 the monaftery of Aulnay, near Lyons ; the 
abbey of Saint Vincent, at Laon ; that of Saint Martin, at Autun 5 the cele- 
brated hofpital at the fame place; with many other'public works, which muft 
have required feveral years to accompliih, began and compleated during the 
pontificate of Gregory, all feem to demonftrate, that long before her pretended 
exile fhe had fixed her refidence at the court of Thierri. 

The fuppofition with regard to Theodebert is equally deftitute of probability; 
p— revenge deferred for feven years, by an enraged woman, by a queen capable 

of every enormity, by a monfter of wickednefs and cruelty, for fuch do thefe 
authors reprefent Brunehaut. This is a tale, fays Pafquier f, that may be cal- 
culated to impofe on monks, who have taken a vow of patience, but not on 
people who frequent courts, much lefs on kings, at a time when they think 
themfelves grievoufiy infulted. Another problem, not lefs difficult of folution, is 
the facility with which the king of Burgundy fufFered himfelf to be perfuaded 
that Theodebert was not the Ton of Chilperic 5 a perfuafion with which, they 
tell us, he was fo ftrongly impreffed, that he took up arms in order to dethrone 
him. Yet war was no fooner declared than the prince, who was fo ftrongly - 
convinced of the illegitimacy of the ufurper, became fuddenly reconciled to 
this pretended fon of a gardener. Nay, he not only concluded a peace with 
him, but obferved it moft religioufly, under the immediate infpeftiori, and 
by the diredt advice, of her who is fuppofed to have revealed to him the horrid 
fecret. Thefe are contradictions fo highly repugnant to reafon and common.-, 
fenfe, that they icarctly deferve to be ferioufly confuted. 

* Recherches, 1. v. c. 16, p. 477-78. t Ch. 17. 1. v. p. 479«- 
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A. D. 605.] As foon as war was -refolved on, the two princes took the 
field ; but when the armies came in fight of each other, the Burgundian 
troops rofe up againfl: Protades, whom they juftly confidered as the author of 
thofe diffentions which prevailed in the royal family. The principal leaders 
of the fedition were Uncelenus and Wulf *, both patricians, and both envious 
of the favorite. The plot was carried on with fo much fecrecy, that, before 
any thing had tranfpired, the whole afrny had inverted the royal tent, where 
the minifter was playing with the king's phyfician at tables^ that is to fay at 
drafts, or probably at chefs \ which game, having been invented in the Eait 
Indies at the commencement of the fifth century, might very poffibly have 
been known in France at the beginning of the feventh, fince the French had 
long maintained a commercial intercourfe with Conftantinople, between whole 
inhabitants and the Indians an intimate connedion fubfifted f . The air fud- 
denly refounded with the tumultuous cries of the foldiers and their officers, who 
jointly demanded that the fin-brand which had lighted the torch of war, fhould 
be delivered up to them. The king, furprized at this infolence,. was going 
forth to reprefs it, but his guard, either from zeal for his perfon, or from his 
connexion with the rebels, oppofed his paffage, under pretence that he could 
not fuffer him to expofe his life to the fury of an armed multitude. Pie then 
ordered Ulcelenus to carry his orders to the troops, and to make every man 
repair to his poft. But that general, inftead of obeying him, told the foldiers 
that the king gave up the mayor of the palace to their difpofal. Thefe words 
were no fooner pronounced, than the royal tent was forced, and Protades drag- 
ged forth and torn in pieces. This event fuperinduced the conclufion of a peace, 
and the two armies departed without fighting. Policy required that a confpi- 
racy of fo heinous a nature fhould not pafs unpunifhed. Uncelenus, who had 
mifreprefented the orders of his fovereign, was accordingly mutilated by the 
amputation of a foot ; a fpecies of punifhment then much in ule. WuJ£ who 
had inftigated the army to mutiny, was fentenced to death. The office pof- 
feffed by Protades was given to a Gaulic nobleman, named Claud, a man of 

great fenfe and courage. 

Some time before this rupture between the two brothers, pope Gregory died. 
He was the firft of the " fovereign pontiffs who had any particular connection 
with the French kings. One of his letters to Childebert the Second contains a 
glorious eulogy on the nation. "Your kingdom/' fays Gregory^, u is as 
<c much above other nations, as fovereigns are above other men." But this 
familiarity, as Pafquier remarks j|, though but of fhort duration, had nearly 
proved fatal to the ancient liberties of the Gallican church. The danger he 
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alludes to, arofe from the ambition of certain ecclefiaftics. It was a cuftom 
that had been introduced fome years before at the court of Rome, to fend the 
-pallium or pall, to fuch prelates as the pontiffs wifhed to diftingulh. This 
■pallium was a kind of imperial mantle, with which the Chriftian emperors had 
decorated the bifhops, as a mark of the fpiritual authority they poffeflcd over 
the church. The patriarchs of the eaft received it at the altar, during the 
ceremony of their confecration, and fent it to the metropolitans, who gave it 
to the bifhops of their provinces. It was not known in the weft, till the com- 
mencement of the fixch century. Cefarius of Aries was the firft prelate of the 
French church that wore it. It was not till about the year eight hundred that 
it was fent to all metropolitans. 

The bifhops of Burgundy and Provence were led by their vanity to boaft of 
this honour *. Vigilius of Aries was the firft who foliated the pallium, with 
the confent, and at the recommendation of king Childebert. The pope, who 
acquired more than he gave, granted more than they aflced : — Cf We appoint 
<c you/' fays Gregory to Vigilius, cc to reprefent us in the whole extent of the 
" kingdom of our fon, Childebert. Should any prelate be obliged to travel 
<c or to abfent himfelf from his diocefe for any length of time, he muft have 
€C your previous permtffion. If any matter of confequence fhould occur, or 
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any queftion of faith arife, you will affemble twelve biJhops to decide it. 
But fhould it be attended with, any peculiar difficulty, you'll refer it to us. 
We fend you the pallium, but you'll only wear it in the church." This 
was a vifible encroachment on the power of metropolitans, to whom it afligned 
a head or chief, a thing till then unexampled. It went ftill further — it fapped 
the foundation of, cleftroyed and annihilated, the moft valuable liberties of the 
Gallican church, which had hitherto decided all queftions and all differences, 
that had arifen within its jurifdi&ion by its own councils, finally and without 
appeal. But happily this affumption of power proved a vain prerogative that 
was never exerted. We do not find that Vigilius, or bifhop Syagrius, who 
had alfo obtained the pallium, enjoyed any kind of precedency in the fynods. 
that were holden in thofe days, or that they exerted a right which the fovereign 
pontiffs could more eafily grant than fecure. 

It was not ambition alone that infringed on the ancient prerogatives of the 
church; herefy fome times encroached on them, and guilt often f. One Maxi- 
mus, a Gaulic bifhop, is mentioned in hiftory, who retired to the court of 
Boniface the Firft, in order to obtain prote6tion from the fentence of a council- 
before which he had been convifted of Manicheifm. But that wife pontiff,, 
xefpedling the rights and privileges of the church, refufed to take cognizance,- 
of the affair ; he only wrote to the Gaulic bifliops, to beg they would grant, 
the fugitive prelate a Ihort delay. This was all he obtained. It does not appear 
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that Saint Brice*, when accufed of adultery, found greater prote&ion at 
Rome, where he refided feven years. On the death of the prelate who had 
been appointed to his fee he returned, and was eftablifhed in his epifcopal dig- 
nity, in the fame manner as he had been depofed ; that is to fay, without any 
inveftigation of the charge preferred againft him. Salonius and Sagittarius, 
two brothers, bilhops of Embr\m and Gap, the lhame and difgrace of the pre- 
lacy, having been depofed by a council holden at Lyons, they obtained per- 
miffion from Gontran to appeal to the pope, who reftored them to their refpec- 
tive fees. But it muft be obferved that, in this cafe, the appeal was made with 
the exprefs confent of the French monarch. It was he who conduced the 
whole bufinefs ; who reconciled the two prelates to Vi£tor, their accufer ; and 
who put the fentence of the fovereign pontiff in execution. The forbearance 
of the bilhops in fo delicate a cafe is lefs to be confidered as an acquiefcence in 
the decifion of the pope, than as an aft of obedience to their fovereign. If they 
fhewed their refpeft for the king in fparing two criminals whom he had taken 

under his prote&ion, they gave proofs of their firmnefs, at the fame time, by. 
excommunicating Viftor, who had been fo mean as to withdraw his accufa- 

tion. t 

. This example, though evidently repugnant to the rights of the church, mighr 
have had dangerous confequences in future. This does not, however, appear 
to be the cafef . Urficinus having been depofed by the fecond council of 
Ma$on, had recourfe to Gregory, after the death of Gontran. But that 
pontiff, though highly jealous of the authority of the Romifh church, did 
not dare to take cognizance of the caufc j he confined himfelf fimply to inter-, 
ceffion. 

Simony was extremely prevalent in France at this period; and the only* 
arms that the pope employed againft a monfter, that has been.fo often attacked 
though never exterminated, were prayers, fupplications, and complaints, pre-, 
ferred with the greateft humility. But he affumed a .very different tone in 
Sicily, Dalrnatia, Sardinia, and a confiderable part of Africa. There , he was 
no longer the fervant. of fervants, but an abfolute fovereign, who, from the 
plenitude of his power, could unite or divide bifhopricks ; could appoint, dc- 
pofe, or re-eftabiifh titularies; could command one to come to Rome to per- 
form penance for his errors; a fecond, to fubmit his pretenfions to the arbi- 
tration of the holy fee ; and the third he could punifh with the utmoft feverity 
of the canons, if he took money for ordinations. But fuch was the opinion that 
then prevailed in France, that the French bifhops, although devoted to the* 
holy fee as to the centre of unity, were neverthelefs independent of the 
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* Saint Brice fucceeded Saint Martin in the fee of Tours, whence he was expelled on an. 
accufation of having had a child by a nun. 
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jurifdidtion of Rome, as well in matters of difcipline as in all ecclefiaftical* 
caufes whatever*. . - 

* 

- A. D. 607.] It was immediately after the treaty of peace between the two 
crowns of Burgundy andAuftrafia, that Thierri, if Fredcgarius may be credited,: 
married Ermenberga, daughter, of Bettoric, or Vittoric, king of Spain. Bru- 
nehaut, who only fought, fays that author, to corrupt the manners of her grand- 
ion, that fhe might govern him with greater authority, prevented the confum- 
mation of this marriage by the mod deteftable means 3 which rendered the- new 
•queen fo odious in the eyes of the Burgundian prince, that he Tent her. back to 
the king her father, without even reftoring her dower f. But what reliance- 
can be placed on a faft that requires the aid of witchcraft to fupport it ? What 
credit does an hiftcr.ian deferve, who can find, in the works of contemporary 
writers, not a fingle circumftance that can tend to the confirmation of what he 
advances? Had Spain fuftained fuch an infult, in the perfon-of one' of her. 
princefles, fhe would, doubtlefs, have revenged it, or, at leaft, attempted to do 
fo. Yet not a veftige of fuch a tranfa&ion is to be difcovered in the annals of 
that nation, which was ever fo feelingly alive to any attack on her honour.- 
Would Jonas, the monk, whom credulity or adulation induced wantonly to- 
calumniate. Brunehaut, have forgotten a circumftance fo degrading to her cha- 
racter ? He wrote before Fredcgarius, and laboured under the fame prejudices 
as that author; like him, he wifhes:to perfuade us that (he was ever anxious 
to prevent the king of Burgundy from forming a lawful connexion; yet he 
obferves a profound filence with regard to this pretended marriage 3 which we 
muft, . therefore, conclude to be a mere fidtion. '» 

The name of Jonas reminds us of other fcandalous inve&ives, which he pro- 
pagated againft the memory of Brunehaut and hergrandfon. This hermit, too 
credulous for an hiltorian, too impaffioned for a monk, relates that Thierri had 
four children, not one of whom was born in marriage Colomban, abbot of 
Luxeuil, frequently exhorted him to marry, but all his exhortations proved 
fruitlefs and unavailing. One day when that holy man went to vifit the queen, 
Ibe introduced the king's four fons to him, requefting him to give them his 
benedidtion— c 5 Do not imagine," replied the monk, ."that thefe children, 
which are born in infamy, fhall ever wear the 'crown." This brutal exclama- 
tion inducing the queen to withhold the provifions which fhe had been accuf- 
tomed to fend to the convent, the zealous reformer went to complain to Thierri, 
who fent him the moft delicate viands, and wines of the moft exquifite flavour, 
all of which Colomban threw away, crying out, in the ardour of his zeal, 
cc - God rejefts the prefents of the wicked." This pious tranfport fo alarmed 
Thierri and Brunehaut, that they folemnly promifed to reform 3 but the 
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monarch, we are told, fo on returned to his former cdurfe of life, which -drew a 
fecond reprehenfio.n from Colomban, couched in fuch fevere terms, that- Bru- 
nehaut procured a fcntence of banifhment to; : be' pronounced againft him: the 
abbot, however, returned to his convent, notwithftanding the king's prohibi- 
tion, and did not leave it till repeatedly urged by the officers, whom his fove- 
;eign had fent to enforce the execution of his orders'*. 

Such is the account of Jonas, every line of which is marked by indecency* , 
impofition, and abfurdity. It is true, that the fons of the king of Burgundy 
were born in concubinage ; but we have already fhewn :that this kind of. con- 
nexion was authorized not only by the laws of the church, but by thofc of the 
ftate. No faithful hiftorian would have concealed fo efTential a circumftance : . 
even Fredegarius f, who is fometimes obliged to yield to the . fuperior power 
of truth, remarks, that thefe princes had for their -godfathers "the moft pious 
prelates in the dominions of Thierri. Is it credible, then, that fo many per- 
fonages of that defcription, compelled by their ftation to the repreffion of fcan- 
dal, ftiould have fan'&ioned fuch a proceeding,, by theirfilence, when a fimple 
monk was fo loud in his cenfures ? Is it likely that Saint Gregory, too, .who 
could not .poffibly be ignorant either of Thierri -s condud, or his grandmother's 
approbation of it, fhould have been filent on an occafion in. which religion was . 
fo deeply concerned? Was the facred flame of holy zeal fo totally extinguifhed 
in the bofoms of the pope and the prelates, that not a fingle fpark was to be 
difcovered any where :but in the breaft of the good abbot of Luxeuil ?— But the 
partial panegyrift of'Cohrijpban lofes himielf moft* when he -converts the mbft. 
unequivocal obje&s of ccnfure into grounds for commendation — Such is^ the 
benediction which, he tells us, was fo brutally refufed to children whofe birth, . 
even if illegitimate, could not exclude them from regeneration in Jefus Chriftj . 
the prefents, fo ridiculoufly thrown away ; and his infolent affedtation of con- 
tempt for the orders of his fovereign. We boldly affirm, that either the anec- 
dote of Colomban's zeal, his exile, and return, is wholly, fabulous ; or that 
Jonas the hermit was deftituteof the virtues of meeknefs, humility* and obe- 
dience, which are the very foul of Chriftianity. . That fatirical author was not . 
aware that the very circumftance which led him to reprefent Brunehaut as an 
implacable fury, would fuffice to prove her a princefs of the greateft modera- 
tion. The abbot's difobedience was a crime againft the ftate, and, confe- 
quently, punifhable with death : a fentence of banifhment, therefore, was a : 
proof of clemency, • ~ 

A. D. 610.] Theqdebert began to be impatient at. the difmemberment of 
his dominions, by taking from him Alface, Sundgaw, Turgaw, and a part of - 
Champagne, He had long formed a project for re-uniting thefe territories to-, 
his. crown. Brunehaut, ever attentive to ihe interefts of her grandchildren^ 
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fpared no pains to terminate a difference which threatened to be productive of 
the moft fatal confequences *. Bilichilda, formerly a flave belonging to that 
princefs, but now queen of Auftrafia, a woman whofe virtue was equal to her 
charms, had acquired -a great afcendancy over the mind of her hufband, and 
would have deterred him from the purfuit of hoftile meafures, but for the in- 
tervention of his courtiers, who breathed nothing but war. At this time there 
appeared at the court of Auftrafia, a yoong woman, of uncommon beauty, 
named Theudichilda , for whom the king conceiving, a violent paflion, he _re- 
folved to marry her ; but as Bilichilda proved an obftacle to this alliance, the 
barbarian treated her as a flave over whom he enjoyed the right of life and 
death, and ftabbed her with his own hand. The Auflrafian nobles, having 
now no rival in the councils of their fovereign, eafily perfuaded him to com- 
mence hoftilities againft his brother. He accordingly entered Alface, which 
he reduced before the court of Burgundy could poffibly be apprized of his 
having taken up arms. He then wrote to Thierri, to propofc the fubmifllon 
of the queftion to an affembly of the nobles of the nation. A caftle, then -called 
SaloifTa, now Seltz, between Saverne and Str.afburgh, was chofen for the place 
at , which the conference was to be holden. The two kings agreed to repair 
thither with a certain number of;men, mot exceeding ten thoufand. 
, The king of Burgundy, relying on his brother's word, attended with a very 
fmall retinue. He was followed by Theodeberf, whofe fuite was apparently 
not more numerous; but the troops, which he had diftributed in different parts, 
fuddenly uniting, inverted Thierri, and prefled him;ib>!clofely, that, in order to 
efcape the danger, that threatened him, he found himfelf obliged to fign what- 
ever his .brother required. By this means, the Auflrafian prince remained 
mafterof.the whole country which formed the objeft of conteftation. 

A. D.« 6.U.] A treaty thus concluded from necefllty, was, as might eafily 
have been forefeen, foon broken from revenge. The Burgundian monarch 
had no fooner efcaped from the hands of his brother, than he refolved to regain 
by arms what he had loft by treachery f . But in order to fecure the king of 
Soiffons, he engaged to promote the reliitution of all that country which the 
Auftrafians had ufurped from him, between the Oife and the Seine. On thefe 
conditions, Clotaire promifed to obferve a ftrift neutrality, and he performed 
his promife with the moft rigid fcrupulofity. 

A. D. 612.] As foon as the feafon would permit, Thierri opened the cam- 
paign, and advanced towards Andelau J. His firft attempt was upon the caftle 
of Nas, fuppofed to be little Nancy, Nancey, or Nancois, which he had but juft 
reduced when the army of Theodebert came in fight. The battle was fought 
in the plains near Toul, where the Auftrafians, after a bold and vigorous refif- 
tance, fuftained a total defeat. The king, being obliged to fly, retired firft to 
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Metz, and then to Cologne, where he received a confiderable reinforcement, 
compofed of Saxons, Thuringians, and 'other nations of that part of Germany 
which belonged to France : This was a kind of corps-de-re ferve, which was 
never employed but on the moft urgent occafions. The king placing himfelf 
at their head, marched immediately to Tolbiac, where Thierri had fixed his 
camp. This place, fo famous on account of the vi&ory which Clovis had 
there gained over the Germans, again became the fcene of a moft obftinate and 
bloody a6tion. To fpeak in the hyperbolical language of Fredegarius, which 
the reader will know how to reduce to its proper ftandard, " The (laughter was 
< c fo dreadful that, in feveral parts of the field, whole battalions x>f dead bodies 
^ were feen {landing upright, preffed elofe together, as if they had been 

<c alive f." 

• The Auftrafians, again defeated, only thought of gaining fome place of 
fafety.- — But as many of thetn perifhed in the flight as in the battle. -The fields 

' and : woodsy from Tolbiac to Cologne, were ftrewed with the bodies of wounded 
and dying foldiers. Hiftory furnifhes but few examples of fucli animofity as 
was here exhibited. 

" The king of Auftrafia fledbeyond the Rhine, where he was taken and brought 
to his brother, who ftripped him of all- the emblems of royalty ; and in this 
humiliating ftate fent him, under a ftrong guard, to Chalons upon Saone f . 
This is all that we learn- from Fredegarius of the fate of Theodebert: Jonas, 
indeed, goes farther ; he fays, that queen Brunehaut ordered his hair to be cut 
ofFJ,\and then compelled him to embrace a religions life; and that all thefe 
precautions proving inadequate to fatisfy this wicked woman, ftie at length 
determined to murder him. But he is the only one of the ancient hiftorians 
who mentions this circumftance, which is not noticed even by thofe writers, 
who are moft inveterate in the abufe of that princefs. Another monk, and 
the author of the book, intitled-, "The Aftions of the kings of France ||," 
both fay, on the contrary, that Theodebert, after his defeat, fled to Cologne, 
where he was befieged by the king of Burgundy. The inhabitants of that city, 
in order to obtain better terms for themfelves, confpired againft his life, cut 
off his head, and threw it over the walls. It was only on fuoh conditions, 
which refledt equal diftionour oi> the perfon who exafted, and on thofe who 

fubmitted to them, that they could obtain peace from the conqueror. 

The two laft authors affirm that Theodebert' had feveral children; and fay, 
that Brunehaut; who had gone before Thierri as far as Metz, ordered them all 
to be maflacred, except one princefs, of great beauty : for her Thierri con- 
ceived a violent paffion, and accordingly refolved to marry her .; but the regent 

1 

m 

■ 

* Fred, in Chron. p» 752. Duch. torn i. t Fred, in Chron. c. 38. $ Jonas, in vit. Columba{ju 

II Aimoin, \. ili, c, 87. Geft. Franc, c. 3S. 
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being afraid that when fhe was made queen ihe would revenge the death of her 

father, reprefented to him that it was not lawful to marry his niece. Did not 
" you tell me, wicked woman that you arc," exclaimed the prince in a rage, 
fC that he was not my brother? And have you then rendered me guilty of 
cc parricide ■*-?-" As he faid this, he drew his fword, and would have; killed 
her, but for the interference of fome noblemen who were prefent at the time, 
Brunehaut, fay thefe writers, knowing the difpofition of her grandfon, refolveg 
to avert the effects of his vengeance; by giving him poifon, of which he died. 
Yet, if Fredegarius may be credited, who lived nearer to the prefent period f, 
the king of Auftrafiahad only one fon, named Meroveus,. who being taken 
with his father, was conducted to Cologne, where his uncle had him put to 
death. This account is lefs liable to fufpicion, as it romes from a pen which 
appears only to have been employed for the purpofe of calumniating Brunehaut. 
We fhall fhew, from the evidence of the fame hiftorian, that the death of the 
Burgundian monarch is afcribed to her with equal injuftice. The fail is thus 
related by him. .. , 

A. D. 613.] Clotaire, on the news of the defeat and capture ;of Theodebert, 
feized the duchy of DenteleniUj, which had* been promifed him as a reward for 
his neutrality;; but the king of Burgundy, who made no fcruple to violate; the 
faith of treaties, fummoned him to withdraw his troops $ and ordered his am- 
bafiadors to declare war againft him, in cafe of refufal. The Neuftrian prince 
being determined to maintain his -rights with firmnefs and refolution, both 
parties had recourfe to arms. Thierri, ; at the hdad of a numerous army, was 
preparing to invade the kingdom of Soiftbns., when he was attacked by a dy- 
fentery, which carried him off in. a very few days J. He was then in the 
twenty-fixth year of his age, and the feventeenth of his reign. ■ Like his bro- 
ther, his only recommendation was his courage, which was hereditary in the 
family of Clovis. This the Spanifh Goths experienced under the reign of 
Gondemar, who, .if Mariana may be. credited ||, was tributary to the French 
monarchs; which," he, fays, may be proved by the teftimony of Bulgaran, 
whofe letters are ftill preferved in the archives of Alcala and Oviedo. Gonde- 
mar, then, whofe reign commenced in fix hundred and ten, and tinifhed in 
fix hundred and thirteen, could only have been fubje&ed to pay tribute by the 
two young princes who then held the reins of empire in France. 

A fatal revolution enfued, on the death of Thierri, who left four fons — 
Sigebert, Childebert, Corbus, and Meroveus. The eldeft of thefe was only 
in his eleventh year; and Brunehaut, took every method to fecure to him the 
double crown of his father, but (lie was betrayed on all fides. The Auftrafian 
nobles, at the felicitation of Arnoul and Pepin, openly declared for the king 

r 
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cfSoiffons *. Clotaire, certain of their fupport, entered Aiiftrafia, and being 
received into feveral of the principal towns, advanced as far as Andcrnac, a 
ftrong place on the Rhine* which he took by affault. There he gave audience 
to the ambafladors fent by Brunehaut, to complain of his irruption into a king- 
dom that belonged to the children of Thierri. 



0 ~ fern 



blanee of moderation that was foreign from his heart, told the envoys that he 
was willing to fubmit the decifion of this affair to an afiembly of the nobles. 

The queen expe&ing a fimilar anfwer, had fent Sigebert into Thuringia, 
where fhe hoped his prefence would engage the inhabitants to declare in his 
favour. But Garnier, the Mayor of the Palace of Burgundy f, who attended 
him, held a correfpondence with the king of Soiffons, and, in obedience to 
his inftrudtions, obtained a promife from the Thuringians, that they would 
not only refrain from taking any fteps in favour of Sigebert, but that they 
would immediately recall the troops which fome of them had already fent into. 
France. Having thus fe cured this people, he took the young prince to 
Worms, where Brunehaut then was j and perfuaded that princefs to return to 
Burgundy, where, he faid, flie would find the inhabitants more fubmiffive to. 
her orders, and more faithful to her children. The motive alledged was fufli- 
ciently fpacious to deceive her ; flie therefore went into Burgundy ; but Garnier 
found means to engage the Burgundian nobles to acknowledge Clotaire for 
their fovercigh. It was then agreed to put Brunehaut and the young princes to 
death j and the plot was conducted with fuch fecrecy, that fhe did not entertain 

the fmalleft fufpicion of ir. 
" Though the Auftrafians might veil their conduft beneath the fpecious pretext 

of revenge for the death of their king, Theodebert; the defe&ion of the Bur- 
gundians could admit of no palliation. To join fome modern writers in the 
affertion, that the children of Thierri were illegitimate, would betray an igno- 
rance of the firft principles of the ancient law of France. We have already 
proved, that it was cuftomary in thofe times to admit to the fucceffion not only 
baftards and fons of concubines, but even the polluted offspring of inceft or 

adultery. Witnefs Theobald, who fucceeded Theodebert, though fprung 
from Deuteria, who was a married woman £ and Chilperic alfo, who was 
admitted to an equal divifion with his brothers, although the fon of Aregonda, 
filter to Ingonda, both of them wives to Clotaire the Firft, and at the fame 
time, - 

Fredegariiis is not more fuccefsful in his choice of means for the juftification 
ef Garnier's condudt. Brunehaut, fays he, fufpedting the fidelity of that offi- 
cer, wrote to a nobleman named Alboin, who accompanied Sigebert on his 
journey to Thuringia, to beg he would rid her of a traitor who fecretly favoured 

* Fred. c. 40. f Ideixu ib, $ Greg. Tiu\ h iii. c, 22, 23. L. iv, c. 28. 
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the caufe of Ciotaire. Alboin tore the letter; but a fervaht belonging to Gar- 
nier collefted all the pieces, fo that his matter was able to read the contents. 
Enraged at the plot that was meditated againft his- life, from that moment he 

refolved on the deftru£Hon of the queen and her children. — Such is the account 

of Fredegarius. But is it probable, that a man who had received fuch an 
order, as that pretended to have been fent to Alboin, would have been lb 
imprudent as to tear it in fo carelefs a manner, that the pieces might be eafily 
collefted and joined ? If Gamier had been apprized of any machinations againft 
his life, is it poffible to believe that he would have prefented himfelf at the 
court of a princefs with whom they had originated ? If Brunehaut had enter- 
tained any doubts of Garnier's fidelity, would fhe have entrufted him, not 
only with the adminiftration of her affairs, but with the care of the princes, 
and the command of the army which fhe fent to oppofe the enemies of her 
family? 

Be that as it-may, Ciotaire, whofe proje&s wore a moft prosperous appear- 
ance, advanced with a numerous army as far as the plains of Chalons upon 
Marne. The Burgundians were encamped in the neighbourhood of that city, 
at fome diftance from the river Aifne. The troops were preparing for action, 
when Sigebert's generals ordered the retreat to he founded. The whole army 
immediately fled ; and the king of Soiffons purfued it *, according to agree- 
ment, but fo flowly as to give the Burgundians ample time to efcape. They 
continued in this manner till they came to the river Saone, where Gamier 
threw off the mafk, and put his infamous plans in execution. The traitor, in 

violation of the laws of religion, of probity, honour and humanity, feized Si- 
gebert, Corbus and Meroveus, and delivered them into the hands of their moft 
inveterate enemy. Childebert had the good fortune to efcape, though it is not 

known what became of him. 

Brunehaut, on the news of this fatal cataftrophe, fled to the caftle of Orbe, 
upon the lake of Neuchatel; but her retreat being difcovered, Ihe was arretted 
and with Theudelana, fifter to Thierri, conduced to Ryonne, a village fituated 
on the Vingene, where Ciotaire had fixed his camp. An ancient author affirms,, 
that this princefs had the four children of Thierre murdered herfelf and that 
fhe prefented herfelf to the ufurper, decorated with all the embellifhments of 
youth, in the hope of infpiring him with love, and of inducing him to marry 
her. But that hiftorian did not write till a century after thefe events occurred, 
and at a time when the immediate defcendants of Ciotaire fwayed the fceptre of 
France : it was then fafhionable to regard Ciotaire as another Jehu, and Bru- 
nehaut, as a fecond Jezabel. Nothing was fpared to render the portrait ftrik- 
ingj even probability was facrificed to prejudice or adulation; for, in faft, is- 
it confident with reafon to fuppofe, that a queen, who was great- grandmother 
to four children, the e'ldeft of whom was, at leaft, in his thirteenth year, could. 

* Greo;.-Tr.r, 1. iv..c» z3. Fred, ibicL. 
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flatter herfelf with the profpeft of becoming the wife of a youthful monarch, 
who was already married, and who was, moreover, her moil implacable enemy? 

Another hiftorian, who wrote at a later period indeed, but who was equally 
inveterate in his animofity againft the memory of Brunehaut, juftifies her com- 
pletely from any. concern in the murder of the young princes. " The queen," 
he tells us *, cc was no fooner in the power of Clotaire, than he put Sigebert 
and his brother Corbus to death. He had companion on Meroveus, to whom 
he flood godfather ; and to that circumftance alone was the child indebted for 
his life. He was entrufted to the care of Ingobod, who brought him up pri- 
vately in Neuftria, where he lived many years." — But it is highly improbable 
that, in this fingle inftance, the fuggeftions of pity fhould rife fuperior to the 
didtates of policy, in the ferocious mind of Clotaire. Meroveus had an equal, 
right with his brothers to the double crown which the ufurper wifhed to unite 
to his own. Neither is this fa£fc attefted by any other hiftorian than Fredega- 
rius, who wrote his hiftory at the exprefs command of Childebrand, uncle to^ 
king Pepin, above a century after the tragical event. Befides, that writer evi- 
dently contradi&s himfelf, when, within a few lines of the above paflage, he 
fays that Clotaire reproached queen Brunehaut with the murder of the three Jons- 

of Thierriy who had jtift been put to death. 

This cruel execution was fucceeded by another ftill more barbarous. Bru- 
nehaut remained — Childebert was ftill alive — the vengeance of Clotaire. was 
but partially gratified — his fears were but partially difpelled. He ordered that 
princefs to be brought before him at the head of his army, where in a manner 
equally indecent and unjuft, he reproached her with crimes which had chiefly 
been committed by his mother or himfelf. The troops, inflamed by his re- 
marks, called loudly for her death. During three days fhe was expofed to the 
infults and derifion of the army, mounted on a camel, and parading round the 
camp ; on the fourth, (he was tied to the tail of a horfe that had never been, 
broken, and dalhed to pieces on the ground. What remained of her body was 
thrown into the flames, and reduced to aflies. The horror which fuch barba- 
rity is calculated to excite, acquires double force on the perufal of Fredegarius jy 
who concludes his account of this infamous tranfadtion, by a panegyric on the- 
humanity of Clotaire. He was a prince, fays that author, who feared God, was 

of a gentle difpofition, and an incredible fuavity of manners ! 

Thus miferably perifhed the daughter and mother of fo many monarchs ; 
that queen, whom bifhop Fortunatus % reprefents as a perfedt model- of Venus 
and the Graces: whom Gregory of Tours || recommends as a pattern of de- 
cency, virtue, wifdom, and meeknefs: whom pope Gregory § praifes as a. 
• princefs who was ever attentive to the difcharge of the duties of religion, and 

1 

* Fred, in Chron. c, 42. i Ibid, % Fortunat. 1. vu Carm, 6 . \\ Greg. Tur. 1. iv. c> 27, . 
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ftudious to prove herfelf a virtuous regent and a good mother. The hiftory of 

her reign, atnidft the horrors with which the pens of calumny and detradtion 
have been anxious to deface and difguife it, affords many eminent proofs of her 

fenfe, generofity, firmnefs and benevolence. Her public magnificence was 
incredibly great ; even at the time when Aimoin wrote, fo many caftles, 
churches, monafteries, hofpitals, high-roads, and other works of elegance and 
utility, ere&ed by this princefs, were ftill to be feen, cc that one could fcarcely 
believe/' fays that author*, Cf that they could have been performed by a fingle 



monarch 



befel 



of 



tunate Brunehaut. Romulphus was one 
thefe ; his ion Romaric, too, retired to Luxeuil, and devoted all his poffeffions 
to the endowment of the celebrated abbey of Remiremont f . There are few 
ages in which the miftaken piety, of men gave rife to fo great a number of 
monaftic inftitutions as the prefent. About the year four hundred, fo me pious 
perfons who had retired from the noife and buftle of life to indulge in ferious 
meditations, left Italy to fettle in the defert ifles of Provence, and in the uncul- 
tivated mountains of the diftrift of Vienne. The fan&ity of their lives pro- 
cured them a number of difciples. Monafteries were built for them, where 
they lived under the infpe&ion of the bifhop of the diocefe, and fublifted by 
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the work of their hands. The firft of 



Honorat ; it was, for a 



long time, the fchool for monks and a feminary for bifhops. In the fifth cen- 
tury was ere 6ted, among others, the convent of Saint Maurice, in Chablais, 
which the Abbe Severin is faid to have rendered .celebrated by his miracles and 



his virtues. 



of monafteries 



tury : — Saint Mefmain, formerly Mici 



by 



Clodoald, the laft of the family of Clodo'mir ; Saint Croix and Saint Vincent, 
now Saint Germain des Pres, by Childebert the Firft \ Saint Peter and St. Paul, 
at Rouen, by:Clotaire the Firft; ;Saint Medard, at SoifTons, begun by the fame 
prince, but completed by his fon Sigebert ; Glannefeuille -in Anjou, by Saint 

adifcipleof Saint Benedict; Saint Pierre-le-Vif, near Sens, by Theu- 
la, daughter of Thierri the Firft, king of Auftrafia; Mouftier-Saint John 



Maur 



Martin 



Errqul, in the diocefe of Li fie ux, all four of them named after their refpe£live 
founders. — Thefe were the moft confiderable that were built in the fixth cen- 
tury: the feventh wasitill more .diftinguifhed by the fervent zeal of religious 
founders. 



# Aimoin, Praefatt in Hift. Eranc. t It is called in Latin B.omarici-Mon?., by -the .Karae 
vof its founder. 
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Luxeuil, Eftival, Moyen-Mouftier, Saint Die, Senone, and. Bon-Mouftier, 
were all ere&ed in the duchy of Lorraine ; Saint Gal, in the mountains of 
Switzerland ; Saint Vandrille, in the diocefe of Rouen ; Saint Vallery, on the 
coaft of Picardy, and another in the fame place, founded by Saint JofTe, brother 
to Judicael, prince of the Britons ; Saint Guiflain, in Haynautj Saint Tron, 
in the territory of Liege befides Saint Godart, Fefcamp, Jumieges and Noir- 
Mouftier. An enth'ufiaftic emulation appears to have prevailed at this period 
among the wealthy, which made, them ftrive who lliould eredt the greateft 
number of thefe retreats. The moft diftinguifhed eredtions which refulted from 
the pious conteft, were Saint Marcel in the foreft of Brelfe, founded by king 
Gontran; Saint Martin, at Autun, by queen Brunehaut,, for the reception of 
three hundred monks; Saint Denis, in the.ifle of France, by Dagobert the Firfl, 
as much celebrated for the richnefs of its revenues, as the magnificence of its 
buildings ; Corbie, by queen Bathilda ; Stavelo, in the Ardennes ; Malmedy, 
in the diocefe of Liege ; Saint Martin in the Fields, near Metz, by king Sige- 
bert ; Saint Waft, at Arras, by Thierri the Thirds and Surgub, Halefac, Ko- 
nifbruck, and Saint Sigifmond, in Alface, by Dagobert the Second. 

The queens, princefles, and women of quality, were not lefs zealous than- 
their hufbands, in the encouragement of a monadic life. Many celebrated 
abbies were built at this period, where young women of condition found an 
afylum for their virtue ; widows, a place of refuge in the hour of calamity; and 
queens, a peaceful fhelter. from the tumultuous embarrafiments of royalty.; 
Saint Croix, at Poitiers, owes its eftablifhment to Radegonda,.wife to Clotaire 

the Firft, who, preferring the fweets of religion to the pleafures of matrimony, 

left her hufband, and taking the veil, paffed the remainder of her days at that 
convent. Bathilda founded the famous monaftery of Notre Dame, at Chelles, 
where (he fixed her refidence after completing the education of her royal fon. 
Irmina, the daughter of Dagobert the Second, was the founder and firft abbefs 
of that of Ocren *. The. convent of Notre Dame, at Soifibns, of which feveral 
princefles have been abbefles, was ere&ed by Leutruda, wife to Ebroin, Mayor 
of the Palace to Thierri the Third. Glodefina, or Glofma, daughter of Win- 
trion, duke of Champagne, inftituted that at Metz, which ftill bears her name- 
Fare-Mouftier, in Brie, owes its origin to the illuftrious Fara, lifter to Faro, 
bifhop of Meaux. Begga, widow of Anchifes, fon of Saint Arnoul, and daugh- 
ter of Pepin the Old, founded that at Andene, which is now a college of fecu- 
lar maidens : and Aldegonda and Vaultruda, two filters, ere&ed the convent at 
Maubeuge. It would be an endlefs talk to fpecify every monaftic inftitution 
ere&ed by women, in thofe times ; it is fufficient to obferve that the weaker 
iex were not lefs, eager than men to endure the fatigues and aufterity of a..life of 
penitence and mortification. 
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There were formerly feveral claffes of monks or hermits. Some of them 
lived in community, under the conduit of a fuperior — thefe were the cenobites. 
Others, impelled by a defire of attaining to a greater degree of perfection, re- 
tired to the molt horrid deferts — thefe were hermits, or anchorites. A third 
clafs travelled from province to province, either to vifit holy places, or to gain 
inftrudtion from thofe who were mod celebrated for their fan£tity — fuch were 
called pilgrims. A fourth, either built cells in towns, or elfe fliut themfelves up 
in dreary caverns — thefe were named reclufes. There were, alfo, focieties con- 
filling of three or four perfons who lived together, without any head or chief, 
neither reftrained by rules, nor confined by vows. Moft of them diftributed 
their fortunes among the poor ; but they were under no obligation fo to do; 
nor did the laws exclude them from the pofleflion of eftates, on their return to 
the world ~, though fuch a return was regarded as a lhameful defertion. 

Befides the ere&ion of monafteries, the princes and nobles of thefe times dis- 
played their zeal for religion, in the profufion of prefents which they lavifhed 
on their inhabitants, and in the numerous and important exemptions which 
they granted them. Each abbey had its treafury, which monarchs and their 
opulent fubje£ts,.were ftudious to ftock with precious effe&s of various kinds j 
thefe generally confided of rich girdles, magnificent belts, valuable vafes, 
clothes embroidered with gold and ftones, and articles of furniture more rare 
than ufeful. The monks made a point of prefcrving fuch gifts as well for the 
glory of the convent, as for the honor of the donors. But they were ftill more 
careful to preferve thofe charters which contained the enumeration of their pri- 
vileges ; and fometimes, indeed, they had the temerity to amplify them. The 
French kings exempted them from all taxes on land, houfes, and goods, and 
from all contributions to the'fupport of the judges; a fpecies of impoft then in 
ufe. But even thefe precautions were inadequate to fecure to them full pofief- 
fion of their property, fince the bilhops were empowered to difpofe of all 
offerings made at the different churches of their diocefe. They exacted fo much 
for the benedi&ion of the holy chrifm $ fo much for the confecration of altars ; 
fo much for their vifitations ; and fometimes they even infifted on being paid 
for an ordination. The French monarchs perfuaded them to give up thefe 
rights in favour of fuch monafteries as were royal foundations ; and the prelates 
engaged never to enter them, but when the authority of the abbot fhould prove 
inefficient to command refpedt, and to enforce obedience. 

It was always the bifhop of the diocefe, affifted by the other prelates of the 
province, who granted this kind of exemption. The firft, and moft ancient, 
is that which was accorded to the abbey of Saint Croix and Saint Vincent, by 
Germanus, or Saint Germain, whofename it now bears*. It was from fuch 

* It is proper to obferve, that this exemption was warmly attacked; as welt as that of 
Saint Medard, at Soiffbns, Saint Corneille, at Compeigne, and feveral others; but it is no-t 
Ififs true that fimilar privileges .have been conferred on different monasteries. 
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an example, that Saint Dennis, Corbie, Leiins, Luxeuil, Saint Maurice in 
Chablais, and Saint Vandrille were:exempted from the jurifdi&ion of the ordi- 
nary ; the hierarchy having employed.' its authority for its own deftruction. 

Pope Deodat acknowledges that thefe exemptions were real abufes ; yet in the 
fame bull in, which he fays they are contrary . to the .facred canons, he confirms 



Martin 



and obedience. • 



p.erfeft 



Although, mbnaftic inftitutions areundifputably liable to various objections 
of great weight and magnitude, it is certain that France has derived many 
advantages from the number of its religious eftablifhments. They, tended, at 

leaft in the early times of the monarchy, to the advancement of religion,, arid 
promoted the diffufipn of virtuous fentiments \ . they furniihed hiftorians, who 
preferved the annals of the nation, and who, with a proper allowance for their 



profeffional 



read with . advantage ; and 



they fupplied the ft ate' with ufeful; citizens,, to whofe induftry France.is chieflj 
indebted , .for the prefent.fertility o.f .its. foil.. The; frequent' incurftons.of the 
Barbarians- had laid the 5 whoie : cojjntry. wafte!; nothing but uncultivated plains, 
extenfivc forefts, barren heaths, aqd[.noxious in every 

diftrift. . Pofleflions, thus fterile, it was juftly, thought might be .ceded to the 
monks without any detriment to the- ftate.. .Under this idea, as many lands 
were granted them as they were able, to cultivate ; though they had embraced a 
life bf y penitence, and confecr'ated themfelves to their Creator, they did act 
wifh tp : encourage' : lloth, or to fubfift ini idlenefs : they cleared the : woods ; 
drained the mar.llies ; ploughed, fowedy, and planted the lands ; and. : made fuch 
erections oh. them as were neceffary for the purpofes of agriculture^ .-Nor was 
their labour polluted by motives of feltiftinefsj they obferved . the^ftri&e ft fru- 
gality, and the greateft .part of the produce of their toil was devoted to the 
relief and ; comfort of the poor. . Under fuch aufpices, the face of the country 
was Tpeedily changed,; it affumed an afpe£t of cheerfulnefs ,to which it had long 
been a Arranger j :the : dark heath now wore an, appearance of. verdure, the 
gloomy, foreft ■; was converted into .pkafing plains, an;d all. was cultivation and 

'fertility: .around. There were fome abbies whofe revenues,- 
induftry, _be<ame ib extehfive, that they could raife fmall armies:- whence it 
was that the ^abbots were, in after times/invited to the affemblies in the Field 
cf Mars '-: 



The cuftom, that fo generally prevails at prefent; of making vows in favour 
of people who fneeze, is commonly believed to have originated during the 
regency of Brunehaut, and the . pontificate \of Gregory .the Great. Jt is pre- 
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its nature, that whoever was unfortunate enough to fneeze, expired on the* fpot ; 
which induced Gregory to order all good Chriftians to offer up prayers, accom- 
panied by vows, for the purpofe of averting thefe evil effedts. But this is a 
iidlion, framed in violation of all the rules of probability, fincc it is certain that 
the cuftom fubfifted in every part of the globe, from the remoteft antiquity *. 

In the Heathen Mythology, we are told j-, that the lirft fign of life given by 
the man of Prometheus, was a fneeze. That pretended creator ftole a portion 
of the fun's rays, which having enclofed in a phial hermetically fealed, he im- 
mediately returned to his favourite work/ and applied it to the ftatue. The 
folar rays had retained all their activity, and insinuating themfelves into the 
pores, made the ftatue fneeze. Prometheus, delighted with the fuccefs of his 
plan, offered up prayers for the prefervation of this Angular being- His pupil 
hearing him, recollected what he faid, and was always careful, on fimilar occa- 
fions, to make the fame vows in favour of his defcendants, who. have trans- 
mitted them from generation to generation. 



The rabbies, in fpeaking of this cuftom, do not give it quite fo early a date. 
They fay that, afcer the creation, God made a general law, by which it was 
ordained, that every living man fhould fneeze but once, and that at the very 
moment he fneezed he fliould re fign his foul to the Lord, without any previous 
indifpofition. Jacob, by no means pleafed with this abrupt method of quitting 
the world J, and being defirous of fettling his affairs previous to his departure, 
humbled himfelf before the Lord, and urgently requefted the favour of being 
excepted from the general rule. He obtained his wifh ; he fneezed and did not 
die. All the princes of the earth being informed of the fa6t, unanimoufly or- 
dained, that, in future, every perfon who fneezed fhould offer up prayers for 
the prefervation and prolongation of his life. ' ; 

Even from thefe fictions, it is apparent that this mark of politenefs, which 
now univerfally obtains on the Continent, was in ufe long before the eftablifh- 
ment of Chriftianity. It was considered as very ancient, in the time of Arifto- 
tle, who was ignorant of its origin, and fought the caufe of it in his problems |J. 
He pretends, that the firft men being ftrongly prejudiced in favour of the 
head, which is the principal feat of the foil], that intelligent fubftance, which 
governs and animates the whole mafs, extended their refpeft to the acft of 
freezing, which is one of its moft manifeft and expreffive operations. Hence 
the different compliments, ufed onfuch occafions, by the Greeks and Romans; 
Juch as — cc Long may you live !" " Good health to you I" C€ Jupiter preferve 
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5 ;A, P.:6.i^.>j >, .GLOX'AIRE wasjheiecond oflhis name; and 
traordinary,) he was the .fc.cond.king of Soiflorr^ who: reunited the different parts 
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death , of 
Gould 



it, indeed, be expe&ed, that a throne raifed . on a bafis fo criminal, would be 
fo] : id and durable ; or that an all-juft and all-Tapient Providence! would fuffer fo 
many crimes to pafs unpuniftied ? Though Clotaire .appeared, to have laid a 
foundation" for \ the. greatnefs' arid elevation of .his family,' he.iwasthe firftxaufe 
of its abafement — of its .defdlation — nay, ' of its total ruin;. Gamier, mayor -of 
the palace of Burgundy, had only declared againft' Brunehaut, on acpromifc-of 
being; confirmed in his office for the remainder of his life Rada, . mayor ;of 
the palace of Auftrafia, had efpoufed the caufe of Clotaire on the fame condi- 
tions. Both. of them governed in their, re fp.e£tive depurtments more like kings 
than miniftcrs. Gondeland, mayor of the palace of Neuftria, had alfo.rehdered 
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to encreafe, while that of the fovereign diminished in proportion ; till at length, 
the defcendantsof Clovis were dethroned by the pofterity of thofe very men who 
had favoured their ufurpation ovei; die family of Thierri. This, Pafquier calls 



a vengeance truly divine. 



A. D. 614, 615.'] ~The" mayors ; of t'h'e palace were not" the only ohje&s of 
apprehenfion to the French monarch. The Auftrafian and Burgundian nobles 
had equally favoured the invafionj and they imagined, that the lead reward 
that was due to their fervices, was a permiffion to commit all a6ts"of violence 
•with impunity, ...The king had 



r appQint;ed duke^H^rpln jto . the,goveri}rjient of 
gvwhich^ though ohk 6Jyihe. : ;moft4m'pbstant in 



one ^^^6^\^^r^^^^i^J 0 ^^f^ 

the French empiie, had recently been filled by a woman — a thing hitherto un- 
exampled in France *. But that woman, it muft be obferved, was Theudclana, 
/ifter to king Thierri , fo that it was not aftonifhing that cuftora fhould have 
been made to yield to fraternal affection. > This princefs was involved in the 
misfortunes of her family ; being arretted 'with queen Brunehaut, and brought 

to the vi&orious Clotaire : but what became of her afterwards is not known. 
All that we learn from hiftory is, that duke Herpin was appointed to fucceed 

her 3 — at leaft a> |lT^}r^i^at : %e ^gft^& n j?4^^r^^9^jtji^ ^ L du^t3f Fredegarius. 
After faying that T fieudelana was brought from Burgundy, whither Brunehaut 
had fled for flicker; doubtlefs, becaufe flie imagined that a country governed 
by her daughter muft prove a fafe afylum for her, — he adds, that cc duke Her- 




howev 
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iwitli'fotn6i1earrte"d critics^ who readiEndelana inftead ofiTheudelana. 1 
Was a 1 man of -great feverity,' bitt ;rigid<in r thperifoTcefi«ent/of .order Jahd juftice. 
He undertook to repfefS'the-licen'tioufnefs of: -the nobles,' who 'defoliated "the 
province, by their oppreffive exa&ibns $. btit "enraged r ab his .coridiftft, -thfcy re- 
Ydlted,'-*andahe^diike:was ^mafTacred,/:::' • \ \ ! ■ * . r ■ r' 

f iTheVkingt was' then with r his whole court at Marlem,-:a r:oyal:marifion in Al- 
Face; wHe.fehtJar.body of troops* againft the Tebels, who quelled -thd feditioh, . 
and returned with fomer of the chief cofifpirators, who'.were fir ft tortured and 
then put to: death., Aletheus, who had conduced che> plot from beginning td 
end, ' not only efcaped fufpicion, but, by his artful intrigues,' obtained chat go- 
Wrniiient which had become vacantby the death. of the man he had affaflinated. . 
This .important poll" .revived all his ambition. He was a nobleman of high 
b'rrtK,' ! and was endued with ,-fenfe, and poffefted'of courage;'* Heaven claimed 
dtfcentifrohi'Thev ancient kings of Burgundy, :aln : d determined to afcend the 

throne .of his pretended anceftors. The projedt w?as:rafh in: the extreme j but. 

ftill: he:fbund.:-iiieans to perfuade Leudemond.:j,;;:biftiop of ;S ion, ; that it njuft 

infallibly be attended with fuccefs. The prelate undertook to make, a propofa} \ 



** Fred, c. 40* f Idem, 44. 



< t 



6l 7*3 CLOT AIRE THE SECOND. 101 

to queen Bertrude, the moft infolent that ever was made by a fubjeft to his 

fovereign — -he went to her palace, and told her in confidence, that it had been 
revealed to him. that the king, her hufband, would die within the year:, he next 
advifed her to put all her treafures in a place of fafety, and offered his own 
cpifcopal city for that ;purpofe and then offered her the hand of Aletheus, 
and the crown, which that prefumptuous rebel had dared to regard as due to his 

merit and his birth. 

Bertrude was naturally fimple, and a prophecy thus circumftantial, and 
related by fuch a perfon, alarmed her affedtion for Clotaire. Being prevented,, 
by .excefs of .grief, from entering into an explanation on the temerity of Ale- 
theus,.fl"je haftily withdrew, and retired to her appartment to give vent to her 
tears. The prelate^ difconcerted, by the reception which his offers experienced, 
immediately perceived the whole extent of his imprudence, and the confequent 
danger of his fituation. Believing his deftrudtion to be inevitable, he fled ta 
Sion ; but his fear proving too powerful to fuffer him to remain there, he left 
it to throw himfelf under the protection of Euftatius, abbot of Luxeuil, who 
afterwards procured his pardon. In the mean time, the king, informed by the 
queen of Aletheus's conlpiracy againft his life, inftantly difpatched orders to 
apprehend him *. He was tried by an affembly of nobles at MafTolac, a royal 
feat in Burgundy, and condemned to lofe his head 

A. D. 616,617.] Thefe affemblies were often holden by Clotaire ; they 
were, called: placita; and were a fpecies of ambulatory parliament, compofed of 
bifhops, chief officers of the crown, dukes, counts and farons, who have fmce 
been denominated barons. That which the French affembled this fame year* - 
at Bonneuil upon the Maine, was one of the moft numerous that had been* 
hitherto feen. All the Burgundian prelates and nobles were prefentf; the- 
prince placed but little reliance on their fidelity, and therefore granted them all 
they required.. Thefe affemblies generally met at one of the royal feats. The 
predeceffors of Clotaire only convened them once a year, in the month of 
March j they were abolifhed by the mayors of the palace, and re-eftablifhed by 
Pepin the Fat: but, for along time, they were only holden twice a year. 

It muft not be fuppofed, . however,, that the adminiftration of juftice was ne- 
gle&ed:. each eftate and each profeffion had its peculiar tribunal, its laws, and. 
its cuftoms.. Eccleliaftics were tried by the clergy; the military by officers ; 
the nobles by gentlemen ; and the people by centwmns in the boroughs and . 
villages; by counts in the cities y and by dukes in the capitals There was 
no fuperiority of jurifdidlion among thefe different tribunals, from whofe fen- 
tences an appeal could only lay to the king himfelf. If the appeal proved to 
be well founded, the judge : became refponfible for cofts and damages ; i£ on 
the contrary, the fentence complained of appeared to be juft, the appellant, if 
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noble, was condemned to pay a pecuniary fine ; and if not, to be whipped. 
Pecuniary fines were almoft the only puni&ments known in thofe days ; and 
there was fcarcely any other crimes than thofe which affe&ed the ft ate > that 
were punifhed with death. The Salic law fixes the funis to be paid to the 
king by way of fine, and to the party injured by way of reparation. The life 
of a bifhop was valued at nine hundred fols of gold * \ that of a prieft at fix 
hundred $ and that of a laic at fomething lefs, according to his quality j-. The 
centurion did not pofiefs the power of condemning criminals to die 5 .the. counts 
only ppfleffed it in certain cafes; and the dukes were. extremely cautious how 
they exerted that power. The court fent commiffaries, from time I to time, 
into the provinces, never lefs than two, and always one duke, count, or prelate : 
their bufinefs was to hear complaints, and report them to the king. 

Lawyers were unknown during the firft race of kings. The judges, that is, 
fuch as were not ecclefiaftics, adminiftered juftice armed with a lword, a battle- 
axe and a fhicld. ^Thcir commiffion, which was but for a time, interdicted 
them from making any purchafe within their jurifdidtion. To difcharge the 
office of a judge with propriety, a deep knowledge of the national laws and 
local cuftoms was effentially requifite. The Frank was tried by the Salic. law,; 
the Gaul, who refided beyond the Loire, by the Roman law 5 and the inhabi- 
tants of the northern provinces, by the common law, or cuftom of the country 
The affizes were holden every week or fortnight, according to the number of 
caufes, and always in fome public place, that was open to every one. Each 
perfon pleaded his own caiife — widows and paupers were privileged ; they 
were under the protection of the church, and nothing could be .decided againft 
them, until the bifhop had been apprized of it. The prelates were holden in 
fuch confideration in thofe days, that their intcrceffion fufiiced to fave the life 
of a criminal, and they could even order a caufe to be brought before them, 
which had been begun in a fecular court ||. This privilege was granted them 
by a law of Conftanrine ; Charlemagne renewed it ; and Lewis the Debonnaire, 
or Gentle > confirmed it. The bifhop could decide either in perfon, or by his 
official, on every thing that could be confidered as a fin — on bargains ratified 
by oaths, on marriages, wills, facrilege, perjury and adultery. This enormous 
power was founded on the dignity of their charadter, the fandtity of their lives, 
and the extent of their capacities. . Moft of the nobles could neither read nor 
write : till tired at length with being fubjedted, like the common people, to the 

correction of priefts, they began to ftudy the law. 

■ ■ ■ • .... . . . ' 

* The fol of gold -was worth about twelve (hillings and fixpence fterling (t>i* two dollars 
and feventy-eight cents). Two hundred fols of gold were paid for a laic ; a hundred for a 
Gaulic proprietor 3 and forty-five for a tributary Gaul. A'Gaulic proprietor was a Gaul who 
had lands of his own, and a tributary Gaul, one who paid certain fines to the king. 

t Baluzc -Capit, t. i, p, 387. % Recherches fur le Droit Francois, Seel. 5ii. U i. p. 72* 
]j Cop. T heed of. in Append. P. Sirxnundi. 
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Sometimes the monarch adminiftered juftice himfclf : the' court was then 

holden at the gate of his palace. When he could not attend in perfon, he ap- 
pointed two officers to receive petitions, and to give an immediate anfwer to 
fuch as did not require* much confideration. Befides thefe mafiers of requejis, 
there was a count- judge, whofe counfellors were military men like himfclf, and 
v/ere called aldermen of the palace *. This tribunal decided on all matters of 
ftate, and all queftions by which the prince or the public was affe&ed. When 
the king prefided, affifted by his prelates, abbots and dukes, the caufe was re- 
ported to him by the count-judge; his majefty then caft up the votes, and pro- 
nounced fentence. The form obferved in this cafe may be feen in the fecond 
book of Marculphus f. 

Some time before the parliament of Bonneuil, aflcmbled a council had 
been holden at Paris, compofed of feventy-nine bifhops, many of the nobles, 
and a great number of the king's vaffals, who were called leudes, or f deles. 
This was the firft council of that kind || ; but many fuch were affembled under 
Charlemagne and his fucceiTors. It was there that thofe celebrated ordinances 
were framed, which were denominated capitularies, from their having been 
compofed in an affembly, or, according to the language of thofe times, in a 
general chapter of the nation. This council, the fourth holden at Paris, after 
the eftablifhment of the monarchy, declares all fuch ecclefiaftical elections, as 
were either fimoniacal, or made without the confent of the metropolitan, to be 
null and void. The third canon prohibits the clergy, of whatever rank, from 
employing the credit of the great, or the authority of the king to the prejudice 
of their bifhop. By the fourth it is decreed, that no fecular judge could con- 
demn or punifh an ecclefiaftic, without the knowledge of his prelate. All nuns 
m who fhould quit the monaftic life, were declared to be excommunicated ; and 
the prohibition of inceftuous marriages was renewed. The king caufed an 
edift to be publifhed, by which he confirmed the ftatutes of the councils, with 
fuch additions as he thought neceflary to preferve the prerogatives of the 
crown. 

In this edidt it was declared, that a prelate, when elcfted after the forms pre- 
fcribed by the fathers of the council, could only be confecrated by virtue of an 
order from the fovereign; that every ecclefiaftic who Ihould appeal to the king, 
for whatever caufe, fhould be pardoned, on prefenting himfelf to the bifliop, 
with a letter under the royal fignet § ; and that no ecclefiaftic fhould be fub- 
jedt to a fecular jurifdi&ion, except in criminal cafes, when the prelates and 
fecular judges fhould have joint cognizance of the matter. Clotaire, by the 
fame edi£t, declared it a capital crime, forcibly to carry off widows or virgins 
confecrated to God, whether they refided at home or in a monaftery. He 

> 

* Greg, Tur, L.v.c.19, and 1. ix, c. 12. t Chap. 25. $ In 615. [| Tom. i. Concil,.GalL- 
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'finally abolifhed all the new taxes, and revived thofe which had been in life 
under Gontran, Chilperic, and Sigebert. There is not any of the ancient 
edifts in which all the neceffary forms are ofSferved with fuch ftri&nefs and 
precifion as in this. — It is figried by the king, and underfigned by the chancel- 
lor or referendary. 

It was beneath thefe wholefomc regulations that Clotaire attempted to veil 
the injuftice of his ufurpation. But though the diminution of impofts fecur&i 

the applaufe of the people in Auftrafia and Burgundy, his fpirit of reform 
was by no means agreable to the inclinations of the great, who had only 
betrayed the family of their fovereign, from the hope of living in a ftate of 

perfedt independence. It is not known whether Gamier really incurred the 
difpleafure of Clotaire, by the commiffion of fome treafonable a£t, or whether 
he was only induced by the fears, which a knowledge of his vicious difpofition 
might naturally excite, to adopt meafures for depriving him of his office. Be 
that as it may, we are afiured by an ancient author*, that the king only 
aflembled the parliament of Bonneuil for the purpofe of perfuading the Bur- 
gundian nobles to confent to his depofition. The .attempt, however, proved 
unfuccefsful ; for they all entreated him to pardon the minifter, and confirm 
him in his place. His authority was fo feebly fecured that he durft not refufe 
their requests, and what happened the following year, fufficiently proves that 
the power of the mayor was greater than that of the monarch. 

A. D. 618.] The Lombards as .a mark of their fubjedtion to the Gallic 
.crown, paid an annual tribute to the French of twelve thoufand fols of gold. 
Adaloald, their king, now difpatched an embafly to Clotaire, not only to requeft 
the remiffion of that tribute, but the reftoration alio of Aolle and Sufa f., two 
places which had been conquered by Gontran. Thefe were pofts of great im- 
portance, as they opened a free paffage for the French troops into Italy, and 
formed the fole defence of the kingdom of Burgundy, on that fide. The pro- 
pofal confequently deferved to be treated with contempt, and to experience a 
refufal the moft prompt and decifive : but the council were of a different opi- 
nion ; Gamier, and two other noblemen of Burgundy, had received two con- 
fiderable bribes from the king of Lombardy, and they accordingly exerted 

themfelves with fuch art, induftry, and fucoefs that the weak monarchof France 
was prevailed on to comply with the petition,, on receiving the fum of thirty- 
five thoufand fols of gold. By this bafe condefcenfion, equally difhonourable to 
the fovereign and the nation, a ftop was put to the .oonqueftsof the defcendants 
of Clovis 1 and the gate of viftory was for a long time fhut againft the French 
It was once more opened, indeed, under the fccond race of kings, but not 
without a vafl effufion of blood. . 
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Clotaire was not permitted to enjoy the fruits of his rapine and injufHee, 
without the frequent interruption of fear, and the reftlefs inquietude of appre- 
henfion — the never-failing attendants of yicfe and ufurpation. It was rumoured 

about this time that Childebert, the fon of Thiprri, lay concealed in a mon af- 
ter y of nuns at the city of Aries, The .affrighted king no fooner heard the 
report, than he iffued orders for apprehending the abbefs, whofe name was Ruf~ 
ticula. She was accordingly brought before him, and took an oath that (he 
had never even harboured a thought of giving refuge to the obje£l of his fcarch *. 
The piety of her life, and the goodnefs of her chara6ter, gave force to her de^ 
' clarations, and the whole court was convinced of her veracity. Clotaire, more 
.fufpicious, becaufe more deeply interefted, was the only perfon who fufpefted 
her of dilfimulation and falfhood. He kept her in prifon, till. the fudden illnefs 
of his fon Meroveus made him believe .that Heaven interpofed in her favour.. 
Then influenced by fuperftition, as before by fear, both arifing from the fame 
.caufe, he reftored her to liberty : the young prince, however, died, and queen 
Bertrude foon followed him. The king ;was greatly affli&ed at this double lofs. 

A. D. 622.] He had ftill two fons, Dagobert and Aribert; the former, 
though the oldeft of the two, was ; yet very young. He is fuppofed to have 
fprung from Haldetruda, Clotaire-s firft wife. . The king, either. from a love 
;of repofe, from policy, or. from affe&ion, ceded Auftrafia to him, with the 
title of king f. This is the firft: example that occurs in the French .hiftory of a 
; fon being affociated with his father in the throne. Clotaire gave him, for his 
minifters, two men holden in great, eftimation for their wifdom and their virtue ; 
Arnoul, bifhop of Metz ; and Pepin, furnamed The Old> or, of Landen. But 
as prudence forbade him to defpoil himfelf of all his authority, he referved a 
kind of fovereignty over the kingdom which he ceded. Befides that, too, he 
kept the Ardennes, Vofges, Auvergne, and all. the towns, in fhort, which the 
Auftrafian monarchs .had pofTeffed on both fides the Loire. This difmember- 
ment of the empire nearly proved, in the.fequel, a fource of difpute between 

the father and fon, ... 

A. D. 626.] ..Dagobert, accompanied by all the noblemen of his court, 
repaired to .Clichi, a royal manfion near Paris, in order to .efpoufe Gomatrude, 
filter to Sichilda, the reigning queen. The marriage was celebrated with the 
utmoft magnificence ; but the ceremony was no fooner concluded, than the 
young monarch openly, demanded. the reftitution of all the place^which had 
been detached from the kingdom of Auftrafia J. Clotaire, though extremely 
engaged at this ungrateful conduft, concealed his refentment; and, as his timid 
policy ever led him to entertain apprehenfions of imaginary confpiracies, he was 

induced to'Jbelieve that 'his foa would not have dared to make fuch a propofaL 



* Flor. Pr. in vkaS. Rufticul. p. .$64. f Fred, in Chron c. 47. + Idem, c 33. 
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had lie not been impelled to it by the great men of the realm. Influenced by 
this ptrfuafion, he confented to leave the matter in queftion to the decifion of 
twelve noblemen, who prevailed on him to cede the Ardennes, Vofges, Rheims, 
Chalons, Laon, and Cambray. By this condefcenfion, tranquility was, for a 
time, rcftored to the French empire. 

The firft interruption it experienced, was from a revolt of the Gafcons, 
which was, however fpeedily quelled. But an infurre&ion of the Saxons, 
about the fame period, wore a moreferious afpeft. That fierce nation, regard- 
ing the youth of Dagobert, and the pacific difpofition of his father, as equal 
objedts of contempt *, thought the opportunity favourable for the recovery of 
iheir ancient liberty. Their duke, Bertoald, having previoufly fecured the 
aid of feveral tribes of Barbarians, fent a declaration to the king, that he would 
no longer pay the accuftomed tribute. On receiving this intelligence, Dago- 
bert immediately patted the Rhine, in order to chaftife the rebels. He was 
met, and attacked by the duke, before he could be joined by the army of Clo- 
taire. The conteft was maintained for fome time with great obftinacy; but, 
at length, the young prince being wounded by the ftroke of a fahre, which 
divided his helmet and cut off fome of his hair, he was obliged to retire from 
the field. He inftantly difpatched a meffenger to his father, with the broken 
pieces of his helmet, which Ihowed that he had performed his duty, and ferved 
as unequivocal proofs of the danger he had run. 

The king loft no time in taking the field 5 but haftily colle&ing what troops 
he could, flew to afliffc his fon. He found the two armies in fight of each other, 
and only feparated by the Vezer. Bertoald, to encourage the Saxons, had 
fpread a report in his camp that Clotaire was dead. That monarch, therefore, 
advanced to the bank of the river, and, taking off his helmet, expofed his 
long grey hair to the fight of his faithlefs vaffal, who ftood on the oppofite 
fide. The duke infulting him, he fet fpurs to his horfe, fwam the river, and 



* ■ o ■> — r — - - j % J — *«v* 

being followed by a great number of his troops, immediately attacked the 



Saxons. Bertoald, alarmed for his fafety, betook himfelf to flight ; but he was 
purfued by Clotaire, who, having overtaken him, cutoff his head with one 
itroke of his fword, and ftuck it on a lance. A horrible carnage then enfued ; 
the whole army was cur in pieces, and the nation almoft annihilated. It is faid 
that the ferocious conqueror ordered every one of thefe feditious people who 
was in ftature taller than his fword to be maflacred ; and that his orders were 
but too well obeyed. 

A. D. 6a8.] This was the laft memorable exploit of the reign of Clotaire-; 
if, indeed, it may be reckoned among the atchievements of that prince; for 
that candour, which the hiftorian fhould never lofe fight of, compels us to 
remark, that authors of great weight have doubted its veracity. The author, 
of c< The A&ions of the Kings- of France/* is. the only writer who mentions.. 



* Geft, Franc* c. 41. . 
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the fa£h Frcdegarius takes no notice of it. Be that as it may, 'Clotaire died 
about the fame time, in the forty-fixth year of his age, and was interred at 
Paris, in the church of Saint Germain des Pres. He had three \vives> Haiti ex- 
trude, Bertrucie, andSichilda; and left two fons, Dagobert and Aribert: ic 
appears certain that he had the 

In .vain have contemporary hillorians, under the influence of prejudice, or of 
pratitude, reprefented this monarch as a juft and gentle prince; his a&ions 
give the lye to their afiertions. The ufurpation of Thierri's throne ; the.maf- 
lucre of Brunehaut's grandchildren ; the cruel death of that princefs $ the mur- 
der of Bofon ; that of Godin, the fon of Gamier; — all prove that he had nothing 
in his nature of that inflexible equity, and that incredible fweetnefs of temper, 
which have been aftlgned him by his panegyrifts. Bofon, a young courtier 
diftinguilhed by the iymmetry of his form, was fufpedled, by the king, of 
maintaining a criminal correfpondence with his queen Sichilda* ; and this fuf- 
picion induced Clotaire to have him affaflinatcd. Godin had married his 
father's widow; and inceft being declared a capital crime by the new edifts, 
the king, inftead of bringing him to a public trial, fent fome perfons, in whom 
he could confide, to put him to death fecretly f. The young nobleman, how- 
ever, being apprized of his intentions, efcaped into the dominions of Dagobert, 
who procured his pardon, on condition that he would never more have com- . 
merce with his ftepmother. That - wicked woman whofe name* was Berta, 
enraged at her hufband's fcrupulous fidelity in the obfervance of his promife, 
accufed him of a confpiracy againft the. life of the king. Clotaire, on this accu- 
fation, the refult of malice and difappointment, expreffed -a wifli to put the 
fidelity of Gad in to the teft ; and with this view he fent two noblemen to him, 
avowedly for the fole purpofe of founding- his ^difpofition 3 but, in fadt, they 
had fecret orders to ftab him whenever a proper opportunity fhould occur. 
Godin, fufpicious of their real defigns, was accompanied by a number of 
armed men wherever he went. He wandered from church to church, from 
Soiflbns to St, Dennes, where he iwore on the tomb of that faint, as he had 
before fworn on that of Saint Medard, that he would ever preferve his allegiance , 
to'Glotaire. It was .propofcd to him to take the fame oath of fidelity at Saint 
Agnsn, at Orleans, to which he confented. Hitherto he had been conftantly 
on his .guard; but being at length taken by furprize near Chartres, he fell a 
viftim to the diftimulation, perjury, and barbarity of a prince who was in- 
debted to the intrigues of his father for the poffeflion of a great kingdom. Thefe 
are adtions fo highly repugnant to the fpirit of equity, to the laws of honour, 
and the maxims of Chriftianity, as to admit of no palliation or excufe. It is a 
grofs refle&ion on the humanity of the age in which they were committed, that 
they were neither ftigmatized as unjuft, nor regarded as cruel. 

* Fred, in Chron. c. 54. f Idem, ibid. 
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It cannot, however, be denied that Clotaire poffeffed many good qualities. 
He was certainly a valiant and brave prince 3 well verfed in the art of governing; 

popular, affable, charitable to the poor, and a zealous prote&or of the minifters of 
religion. He had banifhed the bifhop of Sens, for his attachment to the family 
of Thicrri j but hearing of his piety and merit, he recalled him, and inviting him 
to court, there begged his pardon, placed him at his own table, and loaded him 
with prefents. He renewed the ancient vigour of the laws and, by the new 
regulations which he enforced, acquired a juft claim to be placed in the lift of 
legiflators. To him the French were indebted for the introdu&ion of the Ger- 
man code, which was regulated, and committed to paper, by a parliament 
confifting of thirty-three bilhops and thirty-four dukes, affembled by the king's 
orders. He had a cultivated mind, was fond of the Belles Lettres, and piqued 
himfelf on his politenefs 2nd gallantry. His complaifance to the fair fex was 
ever carried to excefs ; and he was extremely attached to the pleafurcs of the 
chace. 

That noble diverfion, which Plato * calls a divine exercife, and the fchool 
for martial accomplifhmcnts, has ever been the favourite amufement of the 
French fovereigns, from the firft foundation of the monarchy. It appears from 
hiflory that, in early times, every man had a right to {hoot or hunt on his own 
lands, but never on thofd of another, without the permiffion of the owner. 
This reftr-iftion was enforced by the Roman law f, which .was adopted by the 
monarchs of France, and preferred in its utmoft vigour. Gontran condemned 
one of his chamberlains to die, for having killed a buffalo in the royal foreft of 
Vaffac, or Vaugenne J. There are fome good rules laid down, with regard to 
this diverfion, in the Salic law j].. It forbids to Ileal or kill a tame ftag, that 
lias been trained for the field. It alfo fixes a punifhment for any one who fh all 
Ileal or kill a ftag of which another is in purfuit or who (hall purloin game 
belonging to a fportfman, or his dogs or his hawks.* Thefe regulations have 
been repeatedly confirmed and renewed by the French kings, at different times §. 

It has been pretended that the ancient monarchs of France were deficient in 
policy, when they adopted a law that did not pay fufficient refpeft to the rights 
of fove reign ty^[. Be that as it may, a fyftem of jurifprudence is now liniverfally 
received in France, Spain, and Germany, which declares the primitive right of 
the chace to be inherent in the king, and that the nobles hold it of him, either 
as a fief, by conceffion, or privilege. 



* Plat, de Leg. Dial. t L. 3> qufcd itide de-acqTiir&nd. rfcfttift d6niam<>. $ Greg. Tun. 
I, x. c. 10.. || Leg. Salic, c. 35. § Dagobert I, 650. • CaroL. Magnus?. 1f Traite.de. 
la Pol. t. ii. 1. 5, tit. xxxii. p. 1402. . ; 
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of Clotaire's death had no fooner reached the 



mm • 

of Auftrafia,.than Dagobert exerted: all the arts of 3. refined policy to get him- 
felf acknowledged fole king of France, to the exclufioh of his brother Aribert v 



He 



of infinuatine: themfelves 



graces of the inhabitants of thofe kingdoms, and of procuring their.yotes in his. 
favour. This ambitious monarch did not truft entirely, to intrigue 5 he raifed! 
a powerful army^and placing himfelf at its head/ advanced as far as,;Rheims N 
He there found all the Burgundian nobles and prelates, who had come for the. 
purpofeof taking the oath of fidelity. to him;, and their example was foon fol- 
lowed by the Neuftrians. Brunulf, brother, to Aribert's. mother,, in vain 
attempted to oppofe a refolution fo hoffile to the interefts of his nephew; he 
was conftrained to yield to neceffity^and came with.. Aribert,. himfelf to dp 
homase to the newfovereign... : \ 



; was an open violation of the laws of the realm, 
children of the French monarchs to a fhare in. 



* 

qualities, 



th flione^ forth 



f ... . The good; 



an. to. pity his hard. fate. . The 



finally prove fatal to; Dagobert, adyifed 



".^'Fred* c. 56. G'eft. Dagob; c, 15... 
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that monarch to form certain provinces into a kingdom, and cede it to Aribert T 
He accordingly gave his brother the Touloufain, Quercy, Agenois, Peri^ord 



a 



Saintonge, and all that country which lies between the Garonne and the Pyre- 
nees. But they obliged him to renounce all pretentions to the reft of the 
French monarchy. Aribert, having afiumed the title of King of Aquiraine, 
fet out immediately for his new dominions, of which Thoulpufe was the capi- 
tal. He lived there with fplendour, fubdued the Gafcons who had revolted, 
nd fupported, with glory, the honour of royalty. 
The commencement of Dagobert's reign was diftinguifhed by the moft wife 
and equitable meafures. The kingdom of Burgundy was defolated through the 
oppreffiomcf. the nobles, who,, profiting by. the timid indulgence-of Giotaire, had 
exercifed everyTpecies of tyranny over their unfortunate vaffais, the new mo- 
narch repaired thither in all the pomp of majefty, and vifited Langres, Dijon, 
Saint Jean cte Lone, Chalons-fur- Saone, Autun and Auxerre, liftening to the 
complaints of the widow and orphan, and of every one whofe poverty or infig- 
nificance had rendered them moft liable to opprefiion*. He adminiftered 
ftrift juftice to all; and--e very- crime was punifhed with an inflexible feverity, 
without any diftin&ion of rank or ftation. He was loaded with, the benedic- 
tions of the poor ; a thoufand praifes were bellowed on the minifters who ad- 
vifed him to purfue fuch prudent meafures and to fee a young monarch fo 
much occupied in difcharging, the duties .of his office, as fcarcely to allow 

himfelf time to. eat his mbdls, afforded a; theme for univerfal admiration.* 

But amidftthefe ads of juftice, he committed one of a very different defcrip- 

tron. Bruiiiilfj Aribert's uncle, to avoid giving offence, had followed Dagoberc 

•into Burgundy, where that prince caufed him to be arreftedj and, though he- 
liad nothing to accufe him off, he bafely ordered him to be put to death, and 

three noblemen of his court were : ba:fe enough to execute his orders. The king 
then returned to Paris; and Toon after repudiated Gomatrude, under ;pretence 
of fterility, and.married Nantilda,pne of her maids of honour*-)- , But even this 
fecorid connection was inefficient to 'fix his volatile difpofition. ^No longer 
reftrained by the prudent councils of bifhop Arnoul, who, wearied out by a 
continual repetition of indfe&ual remonftrances, had at length obtained per- 
miffion to retire from court, die voluptuous J)agobert, hurried away by the 
impetuofity of youth, gave a 1oofe to his paffions, and rioted in excefs of de- 
bauchery. 

Impelled by vanity, rather than aftuated by any defire of admiftering juftice 
to the inhabitants, he refolved on a journey to Auftrafia; where he difplayed 
all that pomp and magnificence, of which he was fo fond; appearing every 
where in his royal veftments, attended by the chief nobles of Neuftria and Bur- 
gundy. A young Auftrafian, whofe name was Ragnetrude, once more in- 
spired him with love J and by her he had a fon, afterwards To celebrated 



^red, c. rtf, *t Id. Fred. c. 59. Geftt Dagob. c, 22. $ Id. Fred, c. 60. 
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under the appellation of Saint Sigebert. She, however, was foon fucce'eded by 
another favourite 5 and this amorous monarch had three wives, at one time, 
all of whom were honoured with the title of Queen. His miftreffes were. innu- 
merable 3 and we are told that his exceffes, with regard to women, were carried 
to fuch a height, that hiftorians were afhamed to particularize them. The trea^ 
fures of this effeminate monarch proving inefficient to fatisfy the avidity of 
his women, he was foon compelled to diftrefs his fubje&s by the exa&ion of 
new and onerous impofts. 

The magnificence difplayed at the court of Dagobert exceeded every thing . 
which had hitherto been feen in the kingdom of France. The king had a 
throne of folid gold 5 and that precious metal, with diamonds and other valu- 
able ftones, appears to have been very common among the nobles and courtiers 
at this period. The French were indebted for thefc articles of luxury, partly 
to their commerce with the eaftern empire, and partly to their Italian conquefts. 
But ftill the people groaned under the iron hand of oppreffion; and. the minu 
fters became refponfible for the exa£tions of the prince. The virtuous Pepin 
was the firft obje6t of public calumny, and of public hatred. Hoftile to the 
vices of his fovereign, he rather afpired to the character of a cenfor, . than to 
that of a bafe and fervile flatterer*. Every fcheme which malice could invent, 
was adopted for his ruin; but his prudence, his piety, and his virtue, fruftratecL 
all the pernicious defigns of his unprincipled enemies. . 

A. D. 630.] Aribert, of a difpofition very different from that of his brother, . 
was folely intent on promoting the happinefs of his fubjefts, by whom he was 
adored. The/vvifdom and mildncfs of his government made the French repent 
the injuftice of their conduit towards him. But he was unfortunately fnatched 
-from the world by a premature death, and left his fubjedts to deplore his lofs • 
with a deep and grateful forrow. His infant fon, Chilperic, did not long fur- 
vive him ; and at his death Dagobert fucceeded to his treafures, which were 

confiderable ; and to his dominions, which were in a moft flourifhing con- 

.ditioh f . . • 

A. D. 631.] The tranquillity which France had enjoyed for a. length! oC* 
time, which, in thofe days of commotion and revolt, was confidered as extra- 
ordinary, was now fuddenly interrupted by a merchant, formerly a fubjedt of 
the Gallic monarchs, but lately promoted to the fovereignty of a powerful na- 
tion. This man, whofe name was Samo, had left home in company with . 
icvcral of his countrymen, for the purpofe of traffic with the Sclavonians ; a . 
people that occupied not only that country which is now called Sclavonia, but 
alfo Bofnia, Dalmatia, Croatia, and a part of Bohemia j\ They had advanced 
as far. as the Danube, and had been fubdued by the Abari ; .but. the ill treat- - 
menc.they experienced from their conquerors at length induced them to revolt, 
in order to fliake off a yoke which oppreffion. had rendered intolerable. . At 

i 

*-Fred. c. tfz... f Idem c 57. Gdh.Dagab. s. 24, . i Fred. c. 48/. . 
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this, period the. French merchants arrived in their .country , where the flames of 
war were, about to rage with incredible fury. Samo generoufly offered them 
his fervices r .and.in the courfe of the conteft. performed fo many prodigies of 
ivalour., that they amanimoufly chofe him for their king. ; Endued with a capa- 
cious and heroic mind, .his efforts 'were dictated by prudence, and enforced with 
courage ; their fuccefs was accordingly complete, and he had the fatisfa&ion of 
liberating -his .new fubjetts from tyranny and qppreffion. But forgetting he 
was a Chriftian, he lived among them in all the licentiouihefs of paganifm; and, 
profiting by the cuftom ;of polygamy, which he found eftabliflied in his domi- 
nions, he'married twelve, wives, who gave birth to twentyi-two fons, and fifteen 

daughters. ■ : * c- ■ • 

. Such was; the man who. now difturbed the tranquillity of his native. country. 

The fubjedt of the quarrel was an infult offered to certain French merchants, 
who had, according to cuftom, gone to traffic with the Sclavonians *. Thofe 

barbarians, in violation of the rights of nations 3 had feized their merchandize, 
andmaffacred fuch. as attempted td defend their property. Dagobert demanded 
reparation for the injury., but in vain— Samo even refufed : an audience 'to his 
ambaffadorsj one of whom, however, named Sicharius, found means to gain 
admiffion to his prefence under the difguife.of a Sclavonian drefs; but he re- 
monftrated with the king in terms fo indecent and brutaly that he ordered him 
to be difmiffed in an ignominious manner.' War was accordingly declared, and 
three armies were fen t from France to attack the Sclavonian monarch in three 
different quarters, who was therefore compelled to make a fimilar divifion of 
his troops. The firft of thefe divifions was defeated by the Germans under 
the conduct of duke Clodpbert. The Lombards, who though formerly tributary 
to, were now in alliance with . France, beat the fecond, and obtained a con- 
iiderable booty. But the third, in which Samo probably fought in perfon, 
attacked the Auftrafians with fuch vigour, that they retired in diforder. : This 
check, fuper-induced the defe&ion of the Urbians or Sorabians, a people on 
the borders of Thuringia, who, with Dervan, their duke, went over to Samo. 
The Sclavonians, acquiring freih courage from this acquifition, extended their 
ineurfions as far as French Germany, which they defolated during feveral 
years. 

Dagobert, indeed, had raifed a powerful army, in order to oppofe them, and 
had a&ually advanced as far as Mayence, where he was preparing to pafs the 
Rhine, when fome envoys from the duke of Saxony came to make him a pro- 

-pofal, that muft have been rejefted with indignation and difdain, had he not 

preferred the tranquil pleafnres of repofe to the dangers attending the acquifi- 
tion of glory f. They undertook to defend with their own troops all the 
frontiers of the French poffeffions in Germany, on condition that the tribute 
-of five hundred oxen, which- the Saxons were obliged to furniflrfor.the king's 

* Tred. c. 68. Geft. Dagob. c, 27+ t Fred. c. 74. 
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houftiold, fhould be remitted. He accepted this offer, granted the exemption 



.required, and leaving the defence of Thuringia to them, difmifled an army, ac 
the head of which he might have given laws to all the nations in the vicinity 
of Auftrafia. 

A. D. 633'.] The Saxons, however, foon difcovered their inability to reprefs 
the incurfions of the Sclavonians ; and accordingly giving up the attempt, 
Thuringia was again expofed to the rage and avidity of that barbarous people*. 
-Thefe .difappointments filled the monarch with grief, though they proved ina- 
dequate, to roufe him from his peaceful lethargy f. At length he determined 
•to give the crown of Auftrafia to young Sigebert, who had not yet attained his 
fourth, year ; he afligned him .a revenue fufficient for the fupport of his regal 
dignity, and appointed two perfons to attend him, who were celebrated for their 
wifdom, prudence, and virtue. Thefe were* Cunibert, biftiop of Cologne, and 

Adalgife duke of the palace of Auftrafia 4:. This ftep was attended with all 

thofe* beneficial confequences which he expe&ed to derive from it. The Auf- 
trafians, . having now a king of their own, imagined they had recovered their 
ancient liberty, and profecuted the war with vigour and effedt. The Sclavo- 
nians, repulfed on all fides, refrained from their depradations, and kept within 
the bounds, of their own dominions. 

. A. D. 634.] But the fatisfa&ion experienced by the Auftrafians onth is 
'event was fomewhat allayed by another meafure of Dagobert's tht following 
year. By the. advice of St. Amand, whom he had recalled from banifhment, 
-he had again taken Nantilda to his bed, and had a fon.by her, named Clovis, 
-Fearing that this young prince' might meet with the fame injuftice as- Aribert, 
• : he took every precaution that prudence could infpire, to infure him a crown 
after his death. With this view, he affembled the nobles of the three king- 
doms at Paris || 5 and declared to them his intention of appointing Clovis to 
fucceed him in the kingdoms of Burgundy and Neuftria; at the fame time en- 



1 * 



furing to Sigebert § all the poffeffions he now enjoyed, and promising to leave 
ihim whatever had formerly appertained to the kingdom of Auftrafia, viz. a 
part of Champagne, the Ardennes, Vofge, and all the places, in Ihort, which 
:his predeceffors. had poflelfed in Aquitain, Provence, and other parts of the 
'empire, with the fingle exception of the dutchy of Dentelenus, which he re-united 
to Neuftria, . from whence it had been detached by Theodebert the Second. 
The Auftrafian nobles could with difficulty be prevailed on to confent to this 
divifion of the kingdom, but all the reft of the affembly declaring ftrongly m 
favour of it, they were compelled to withdraw their refiftance, and place their 
hands to Sigebert's renunciation of Burgundy and Neuftria. 

* Geft. Dag. c. 31. t Fred. c. 75 and 85. Geft. Dag. c. 32. 

i It appears from hence, that the poft of Duke of the Palace was diftinguifiied from thai 
of Mayor, which Pepin enjoyed, both now and at a fubfequent period. 
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A. D. 635, 636.] No fooner was this bufinefs terminated, than Dagobert 
found himfelf obliged to fend a numerous army againft the Gaicons, who had 
revolted. That turbulent people, however, were foon" reduced to fubjeftion; 
and iEghinan, their duke with all their principal nobles, were forced to repair 
to Saint Denis, where they befought the king's pardon for their offence, and 
took an oath of allegiance and fidelity. — AJimilar infurreftion took place in 



Judicael 



alfumed the 



title of king, and committed depradations on the frontiers of France. But the 
reduftion of the Gafcons induced him fpeedily to renounce his pretenfions to 
royalty 3 and in imitation of iEghinan, he haftened to Clichi, where the court 
then was, aiked pardon for his tranfgrefiions, and fwore eternal obedience to. 



Dagobert. 

A. D. 
lings of 



That monarch, however, did not live long to enjoy the ble£ 
yhich he had fecured to his fubjetts. Being feized with a dy- 
fentery, at Epinay, a royal feat on the Seine, he was conveyed to Saint Denis-, 
where he died in the thirty-fixth year of his age, and was buried in the church 



Abbey 



*. He had four 



Nantilda, Wlfegonda 



all reigned at the fame time. It does not appear that Ragnetrude, Sigebert'S 
mother, ever enjoyed the title of Queen. The divifion of his dominions be- 
tween his two fons, which he had made during his life, was rigidly obferved.. 
Sigebert governed Auftrafia, and Clovis was proclaimed king of Neuftria and 
Burgundy. 

The monks, who were greatly indebted to his generofity, have paffed the 
moft brilliant eulogies on the life and condudt of Dagobert. But though the 
gratitude of thofe writers be deferving of commendation, it has ftill betrayed 
them into grofs flattery and flagrant mifreprefentation. The commencement of his 



reign was well calculated to enfure the efteem of his fubjeds — where the felicity 
of his people forms the chief object of a. monarch's ftudy and attention, theb 
affection will invariably follow.. But Dagobert only changed the fource of 
oppreffion 5 he reftrained, indeed, the tyranny of the nobles, but he foon eftab^ 
lifted a tyranny of his own j diftreffing his fubjedbs to fupport his debauchery- 
loading them with burthenfome imports, in order to gratify the infatiate avidity 
of his miftreffes. Though not deficient in perfonal bravery, yet he did not 
poffefs that a&ive valour which had hitherto diftinguifhed all the defcendants 
of Clovis. The faireft obje&s of commendation in the character of Dagobert,-. 
are his charity, munificence, and generofity — thefe virtues he certainly- polftfled 
in an eminent degree, though they were not directed with that propriety- of 
judgment which is requifite to give them their moft beneficial effeft. 

During this reign, a collection was made of the- laws of the different people 

fubjedt to the domination of France. Thofe of the French are comprized 



*■ Ered. c.79,. 
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under the head of Salic law or Rvpuarian law *. The Hrft regarded ilich of 
the French as inhabited the country between the Maefe and the Loire and 
the laft was made for thofe that lived between the Maefe and the Rhine. They 
differ but little : it may be feen by them both, that fubjedts were then divided 
into two claffes— -freemen and Jlaves$. Of the former there were two forts 
one noble, and the other not. The nobles only founded their nobility on the 
antiquity of their family — letters or patents of nobility were not yet known. 
The chief dignities were thofe of patrician, duke, count, and domeftic or go- 
vernor of the royal manfions. The French paid no tribute ; that was only 
exa&ed from the native Gauls, who were fcldom diftinguifhed by any other 
appellation than that of Romans. Thefe were 



and fcarcely ever entrufted with any poft of importance. 



indeed 



fhould be without — that is, it left nothing to the difcretion of the judge. Every 
poffible crime had its peculiar punilhment fpecifically annexed' to it; and repa- 
ration for every fpecies of infult, indecency, or ill treatment, was appreciated 



with 



dripped a man when dead or afleep§ 



Heavy 



a horfe without the permiffion of the owner, or a horfe which they found 
aftray Whoever dared to fqueeze the hand of a free woman, was fen fenced 
to pay fifteen fols of gold; if he .took her by the arm, .he paid double 
that lum ; and if he touched her bofom, quadruple. Thefe regulations were 
highly prudent in thofe times ; for the French being accuftomed to take their 

M A m m *m - » _ — 



infult ~ 



neceflary to fecure them againft 



of the Salic law, with regard 



falutary or unobje&ionable. It allowed of that fame competition for murder, 
which in the ages of imperfe£l civilization, was common to almoft all countries; 
and fixed a .priGe on the life of each individual 4-t- 



1 



s m ■ 

Chron. Moifliac. t Ado Vien. et alii, i Lex Salic, tit. 37, 43,-44. Lex R3 pilar. tit.Sz. 
'{] Lex Sal. tit. 60. 5 Ibid. tit. 15, 17, 25. % Ibid. tit. 22. 

***• This attention to the fair fex was ever juftly confitleredas the certain mark of a tendency 
-towards a refinement of manners; and in nations recently emerged from a flute of rudenefs 
•and barbarifm, the commencement of fuoh attention affords a ftrong and almoft infallible 
prefage of a rapid progrefs in civilization, and in the attainment of focial virtues.* " It was 
c i (fays a learned Britifh writer, fpeakingof the ancient codes of the different people "in France 
4< and Germany) the firft indication of the approach of thefe nations towards nolitenefs. that 
** their compofitions for injuries done to women were generally doubled.' 1 
Law-Trafts, p. 32, &c. 



Kakn 



4t Tit. 43, 44, 45, 6$. 
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On this head it entered into a thoufand particulars. . If the aflaflin was infol- 
vent, his relations, to a certain degree, were compelled to pay for him ; and if 
they were not rich enough, he became a flave to the family of the deceafecL 
Such a fyftem of jurifprudence was rather calculated to authorize crimes than 
to reprels them. Something, indeed, might be faid in its favour, when applied 
to countries but thinly inhabited $ fince it preferved a member of the commu- 
nity, arid aflured to the relations of the deceafed, either a Have, or an advanta- 
geous compofition ? which proved fome compenfation for the lofs of a kinfman, 
whole labours might have contributed, to their fubiiftencej and it was probably 
on this principle alone that fuch laws were founded. Every citizen, too, was 
compelled by it to keep a ftri<5t watch over the condudt of thofe who were allied 
to him by blood; fince, in certain cafes, he was refponfible for their mifbeha- 
viour. It was allowabk, however, for a man to exempt himfelf from the con- 
fequences of relationlhip, by a juridical declaration * $ but the perfon who 
made fuch a declaration, forfeited all right of inheritance ; and if he were killed^ 
his fortune, or at leaft the fine exadted from his aflaffin, was paid into the 

exchequer f. 

The French laws alfo contained fome regulations with regard to marriage ; 
that, being founded on feudal principles, were more favourable to family pride, 
and perhaps to domeflic harmony, than to conjugal happinefs, or the increafe 
of population. Children could not marry without the confent of their fathers 
and mothers The intended hufband was obliged to offer a certain fum to 
the parents or his miftrefsj which, according to Fredegarius and Marculphus, 
was a Jol and a denier. If the bride was a widow, three Jols of gold and one denier 
were paid to the judges, who divided them among fuch of the relations of her 
firft hulband as were not heirs ||. The offer of this fum was always made in a 
public court, where a fhield had been elevated, and where three caufes, at leafl:, 
had been tried ; without this formality, the marriage was declared null. By 
this fpecies of purchafe, the hulband acquired fo great a power over his wife 
that if he diffipated her dower, or any eftate that had fallen to her by fucceffion, 
fhe had no right to call on him for reftitution. The reafon affigned for exact- 
ing a larger fum for a widow than for a maid, is this — when a girl married fhe 
was fuppofed not to change her condition, in point of fubferviency, as fhe did 

but pafs from under the tuition of her parents to that of her hulband : a widow> 



* Tit. 65. 



+ Of all the pecuniary fines to be found in the ancient codes, thofe of the Welch are the moft' 
curious.. Howel Dda fixed the fine for murdering a chancellor at 189 cows 3 for killing the- 
queen's cat, as much wheat as would cover her, when fufpended by the tail ; for a perjury, 
three cows ; for the rape of a maid, twelve cowi ; of a matron, eighteen ; and in cafes of fe* 
4u£Uon, " Vir, ft fa ft 11 m denegaverit, jurabit fiiper campanam ecclefiae malleo deltitutam 
*' quod fi faflus fuerit, compenfabit denariis totidem, quot nates foeminss operiantur."— - Lege*. 
\ValUcse,p, 116, 202, &c.« 

{ Tit. 6*2. |1 In Epitom. c. t8..form. 75. § Rip, Tit. 37. 
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on the contrary, had recovered her liberty; and therefore a greater value was 
placed on the facrifice of it. A girl who fuffcred herfelf to be carried off, was 
condemned to flavery. A freeman who married a flave became a flave him- 

felf. 

The laws of inheritance were fixed with equal precifion.. The children of, 
the deceafed were fole heirs to his fortune ; in default of them, his father and 
mother inherited; if he had no parents, his brothers and fitters 5 after them the 
father's fifters, and the mother's fifters; and, laftly, the next heir on the father's 
fide* — adoption was allowedf. The child was adopted in the king's prefence, 
who iflued his letters for that purpofe, and he enjoyed all the rights of a legiti- 
mate offspring. 

There were three forts of pofieffions. — Thofe of which a man could difpofe 
at his pleafure, and which were termed propres ; — benefices, which were either 
holden of the prince, or of the church, on paying certain fines; — and Salic lands, 
holden on condition of military fervice. Women could only inherit the firft; 
the fecond reverted to the king, on the death of the pofieflbr; and the laft 
were confined to the male heirs. It is worthy of remark, that the French mo- 
narchs, on their firft eftablifhment in Gaul, left the native Gauls in poffeflion 
of two thirds of their lands, on paying a tribute. The remaining third was. 
diftributed among the vidtorious troops, who, from the foldier to the general** 
all held of the king. 

* Salic. Tit, 14. t Rip. Tit. 45' 
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A. D. 638.] ON the death of Dagobert, the royal family of France began 

rapidly. to decline. The enormous authority ufurped by the mayors of the 
palace, during the long minority of his children, led them by degrees to the 
ufurpation of the regal dignity, to which alone fuch power fhould belong. 
Intereft, ambition, and caprice became the fole rules of their government; 
rthey brought* up the young princes in a ftate of fhameful inadtivity, purpofely 

keeping them aloof from bufinefs.; infpiring them with no fentiments worthy 
' of their rank -and birth ; ftudying their paflions, not for the falutary purpofe of 
■ reftraint, but with the bafe view of affording them a dangerous indulgence ; 
and even profiting by their difpofition to piety*, in order to acquire a more per- 
*fe£t afcendancy over their youthful minds. Vice, indolence, and floth, were 
the natural offsprings of fuch an education* 

Thefe a£ls of bafenefs, however, cannot be attributed to J£ga and Pepin, 
both mayors of the palace ; one in Neuftria, under Clovis ; and the other in 
Auftrafia, under Sigebert. There appeared in their conduft nothing which 
'betrayed a defign to encroach on the royal authority or to opprefs the people *. 
The firft was a man of exemplary prudence, and approved fidelity j\ The 
'king, on his death -bed, had recommended his queen Nantilda, and the prince, 
her fon, to his care ; and the condudfc of j£ga ftiewed that the confidence of 
'his fovereign was not mifplaced. The firft ufe which he made of his power 
•was to reftore to individuals what the officers of the exchequer-had unjuftly 
exafted from them. Pepin, ftill more refpe&able from his virtues than from 
rhis political knowledge, procured fuch refpedt to the authority of his .pupil, 

* Fred. c. 80, 85. t 'Geft. Dagob. c. 46. 
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foreign 



vafions or domeftic commotions. As foon as he entered upon the duties of his 
office, he font an ambaffador to Clovis, to demand a divifion of the treafures of 
Dagobert. [A, D. 639.] The requeft was complied with: the two rninifters 
repairing to Compiegne, divided the gold, filver, furniture, clothes, and jewels, 
into three lots; the firft of which was given to Clovis ; the fecond to Sigebcrts 
and the third to Nantilda, in compliance with the French Ripuarian Law, 
which ordains that a woman fliall inherit a third of her hufband's acquired 
property *. 

A. D. 640.] Pepin, unfortunately, died the year after this difplay of his 
zeal for the interefts of his mailer. The mildnefs and equity of his govern- 
ment, rendered his death an obje6t of lamentation to the Auftrafians; and th 

fplendour of his virtues procured him a place in the lift of Romifh faints. 

iEga foon followed him j fo that the royal family fuftained a double lofs. - 
The fucceffors of thefe virtuous rninifters, neither polTeffed the fame fidelity* 
nor the fame moderation. . Erchinoalde, the new mayor of Neuftria, governed 
more like a king j- , than a minifter. Among his fervants was a girl of exqui- 
* fite beauty, named Batilda, whom he married [A. D. 646.] to the young, 
monarch. She was a woman of.ftridb virtue-, and an heroic courage. ' She was. 
born in England, of a Saxon family, from whence lhe had been carried off 
when a child, and fold as a flave in France. The author of her life affirms,: 

that (he was defcended from illuftrious parents J; but as Clovis was a king,... 

and Batilda a flave, the virtue of the latter was infufficient to counterbalance- ; 



the inequality of the parties in the eyes of the nation. 



of '-his fathe 



and though ppwerfully oppofed by 0 : tho, j:he. fon> of an, Auftrafian nobleman 
who had been governor to the king ||, he found means to procure the aflaffi^ 
nation of his rival, and by- that means obtained the object of his wiffies. * 



This 



time that the office of , mayor -.paffibd from. father to .fon, . It .after 
wards became* hereditary.. 

While, the court of Auftrafia was harraffed and divided by the intrigues of 
thefe ambitious young men, the ftandard of rebellion -was hoifted in Thuringia,. 
by Radulfus, duke of that : province. This rfobleman was polTeffed of great 
military talents : having conquered the Sclavonians, and reftored tranquillity^ 
to the province over which he precided, he became elated with fuccefs § 
afferted his independence^ and adopted means for the eftablifhment of his. 
authority. It is probable the court- had* intended to recall him . but as they 
had. never put their deTigns in execution, he feized the-earlieft opportunity that 

occurred openly to declare his fentiments, and to commence hoftilities againft 



artic, 2. . t Fred. .c. 83, 84 



% Vita S. Eatild. c. I. 
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his fovereign. He had entered into a league with a Bavarian, named Fare, a 
man of quality, defcended from the illuftrious family of the Agilolftngians 7 
hereditary dukes of Bavaria. That young nobleman, who pofleffed great 
riches, a high fpirit, and extcnfive connexions, was actuated by refentment for 
the death of his father, Crodoalde, whom Dagobert had ordered to be killed 
for fome crimes which he had committed. An eager defire of vengeance flip- 
plied him with the means of raifmg a confiderable army, which he Jed to the 
<affifiance of Radulfus. 

All the -troops in the kingdom were aflembled to quell this formidable infur- 
yredtion, and the king marched in perfon to oppofe the rebels. When the 
armies met, vi&ory, at firft, feemed to declare in favour. of Sigebert. Fare, 
who had taken poft beyond the Buconian foreft, on the frontiers of Thuringia, 
was defeated and flain \ but the face of the day was fpeedily changed. The 
-French army next advanced againft Radulfus, who had entrenched himfelf on 
an eminence, on the banks of the river Unftrut. The advantage of his fitu- 
ation induced the king to hold a council of war, in which the fentiments of his 
officers were divided 5 fome were of opinion, that the affault fliould be imme- 
diately given; while others maintained the propriety of deferring it till the 
next day, when the troops would be recovered from their fatigue. The for- 
mer, however, prevailed $ and thofe who were of the oppofite opinion, fore- 
feeing the confequence of this • rafh decifion, remained near the king, with a 

refolution either to prote<5t his life, or die at his feet. The event fully juftified 
their conje&ures. As the troops were afcending the hill, the duke of Thu- 
ringia rufhed out upon them, and attacking them with great fury, put moft of 
them to the fword. The (laughter was fo dreadful, that Sigebert feeing the 
whole mountain covered with the dead and the dying, could not refrain from , 
burftine; into tears. 



„ This terrible check fpread an univerfal confirmation throughout 'the Auf- 
trafian army , and the king's perfon being thought in danger, it was judged 
•.prudent to enter into a negociation with the conqueror. Radulfus acknowledged 
that he held Thuringia under the authority of Sigebert but, at the fame time, 
-cxpreffed his hopes that he fhould be confirmed in a poft, which he had fo 
richly deferved by his numerous viftories over the Sclavonians. The Auflra- 
fians were obliged to content themfelves with this kind of fubmiffion, and to 

re-eftablifh him in his government, where he afterwards exercifed all the powers 
of a king. 

This -is the only memorable event in the reign of Sigebert, who was a good, 
-though not an iidtive prince $ more bufied in religious foundations, than in mi- 
litary eftablifhments: a pious monarch, but a bad politician ; and rather formed 
by nature for obedience than command. He eretted and endowed twelve 
monafteries 3 yet from a letter of his, which is (till extant, it appears, that he 
had fufficient fpirit to maintain his authority againft eccleliaftical encroachments: 

it is addrefledxo Didier, bifliop of Cahors, and contains fome fevere repri- 
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mands on the fubje£t of a fynod that had been convened without his know* 
ledge ; with a ftrong prohibition to the prelates, not to affemble in any place 
whatever without his exprefs permiffion. It is faid that though he was very 
young, and recently- married, he adopted the fon of Grimoald*. But having 
a fon, fome time after, named Dagobert, by his queen Imnichilda, the adop- 
tion was revoked f. 

The birth of this prince encreafed the devotion of the monarch, and the 
credit of the mayor of the palace, Sigebert devoting his whole time to works 
of piety, Grimoald held the reigns of government, diftributing favours as he 
pleated, and regulating every thing according to his wifhes. The king's con- 
fidence in this ambitious minifter was fo great, thar, finding himfelf attacked by 
a dangerous difeafe, he recommended his fon to his care. 

A. D. 654.] Sigebert died at Metz, and was buried in the magnificent 
church which he had recently built in that city, and dedicated to Saint Martin, 
Dagobert fucceeded to the throne without oppofition j but he had no fooner 
-afcended it, than he was removed from his ftation by an a£t of treafon the moft 
abominable. The confpirators being afraid to make an attempt on his life, cut 
off his hair and fent him to Scotland — where he long lived in a ftate of obfeu- 
rity — under the conduit of Didon, bifhop of Poitiers; who, though defcended 
from Clovis, was not afhamed to undertake the infamous commiffion t. 



A. D. 655, 656.] A report was immediately fpread that young Dagobert 
'was dead ; and they even affedted to bury him with great pomp. The ftory 
•of the pfetended adoption was renewed ; no circumftance was omitted that 
could tend to eftablifh its truth and, fuch was the extent of Grimoald's 
power, that his fon Childebert was proclaimed king. But the Auftrafians, 
fhocked at thefe proceedings, had recourfe to arms |j, depofed the new monarchy 
and feizing the mayor of the palace, conduced him to the king of Burgundy 
and Neuftria§. It is not known what punifhment was inflifted on this perfi- 
dious minifter, nor what became of the young ufurper. Dagobert, either from 
a belief that he was dead, or from ignorance of his retreat, was not recalled. 
Auftrafia fubmitted to Clovis, who re-united, for the fourth time, the different 
kingdoms of the French monarchy. 



The reign of this prince, like that of his brother Sigebert, v/as undiftin- 



guifhed by any brilliant achievement. There are few kings of whom more 



good and more evil has been faid. The motives of their commendation and 
•cenfure exhibit, in a juft light, the judgment and fpirit of the writers of thofe 
times. [A. D. 657.] A great famine happening in France, Clovis, in order 

to procure nourifliment for the poor, fold the plates of gold and filvcr, which 



* Vita Sigebert! Reg. t Geft. Franc, c. 43. $ Vita Sanfti Vnlfridi. II Vita Sigebert* 
Reg. A&. S. Atuloeni. § Geft. Franc, c. 43* 
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covered the tombs of Saint Denis, and his companions. This was a charitable 
a&ion, and truly worthy of a Chriftian king; but, at the lame time, it was an 
encroachment on the treafures of the monks. Ciovis, fays the continuator of 
Fredegarius *, was a prince addi&ed to every fpecies of vice : — he was brutal 
and unfeeling ; a debauchee, and a drunkard. Some time after this, he ob~ 
rained for the fame abbey, of Saint Denis, an exemption from all jurifdic- 
tion ; Landry, bifhop of Paris, confented to it, and the deed for that purpofe 
was drawn up in a general affembly of the prelates and nobles of France. 
Then the fcene changed ; he was no longer that monarch, who, during the 



rfe of bis life had not perft 



agreeable to God. 



fi wife, valiant, brave, equitable, full of 



he was now a great 

1 • • i t * # * 



] The monks have imputed another crime to him — the feizure 



of an arm of Saint Denis, for 



This appeared 



a matter of great importance to thofe who dreaded a diminution of the number 
of pious pilgrims who went to pay their devotions at the Ihrine of the French 



He 



apoftle. 

depriving Ciovis of his fenfes. And, if the monks may be credited, to that 
impious meafure mull be afcribed all the calamities which France experienced 
under the fucceffors of this monarchy who died in the twenty-fecond year 

of his age, and the fifteenth or fixteenth of his reign. He was buried at Saint 
Denis. ' . . 



* Monachus Dionyfianus, c i. f Aimoin Hift 
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A. D. 660.] CLOVIS lefc three ions, Clotaire, Childeric, and Thierri $ 

the eldeft of whom was proclaimed fole king, under the condudtof queen Bacilda^ 
andofEbroin, mayor of the palace of Neuftria, who was a man of addrefs and 
courage, capable of great undertakings, but cruel and ambitious. He had the 
art, however, to conceal his vices, to which he was induced through the fear of 
difpleafmg Bacilda, whofe wife plans he ever feconded with cheerfulnefs and 
alacrity. The regency of that princefs was diftinguifhed by its mildnefs, pru- 
dence, juftice, and virtue*. The Gauls, without diftin&ion of age or fex, paid 
a heavy poll-tax, which either prevented them from marrying, or elfe fubje&ed 
them to the neceffity of expofing, or eyen felling, their children. They now 
carried their complaints to the foot of the throne \ and Batilda, moved by their 
fupplications, remitted this onerous tribute \ and redeemed all thofe whom the 
rigid exadtion of it had reduced to a ftate of flavery. Nor was fhe lefs attentive 
to the interefis of the church ; flie difplayed her zeal for religion in her endea- 
vours to promote a reformation of manners ; in the re.preffion of intrigues for 



epifcopa 



uftrian 



g of their own ; and the 



requeft, appointed her fecond fon to reign over them. Wlfoalde was created 

mayor of the palace, and declared guardian to the young prince, whom Imni- 

* Vita Batild. c. 127. 
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childa obtained permifiion to accompany. In this condefcenfion, Batilda dif- 
played more goodnefs than policy \ for Imnichilda was beloved*, and Dagobert 
was ftill alive j fo that the refidence of that princefs, in a kingdom which be- 
longed to her fon, might be attended with diiagreeablc confequepces. But the 
virtuous mind, confcious of its-own reftitude, is feldom open, to fuipicion. Chil- 
deric was received and crowned with every poffible dcrnonftration of joy, and. 
tranquillity appeared to be eftablifhed throughout the three kingdoms. 

A. D. 665.] The virtuous regent was ftudioufly bent on promoting the in- 
terefts of religion, the welfare of the ftate, and the education of her fon. Her 
court was filled with people renowned for their wifdom and piety. But, unfor- 
tunately, her partiality to bifhops proved prejudicial to the church, and injurious 
to her own reputation. She invited to court, among others,, two men equally 
celebrated for their mental endowments, though not poffeffed of an equal por- 
tion of merit. One of them, the illuftrious Leger, who was allied to the royal 
family, was prudent, pious, and learned 5 endued with a fuavity of manners that 
captivated every heart, and with a ftriftnefs of virtue that conciliated univerfal 
refpeft. Him the queen appointed to the bifheprick of Autun, and the fanftity 
of his life evinced the wifdom of her choicef. The other was Sigebrand, bifhop 
of Paris J, a prelate whofe conduit had been hitherto irreproachable, but whofe 
vanity proved the caufe of his deftruftion. This haughty favourite, in order to 
enfure a greater degree of confequence, fuffered a wrong conftruftion to be put 
<on Batilda's kindnefs to him. The nobles, jealous of the credit he enjoyed, 
"began to murmur j and, at laft, put him to death. The affaflins then haftened 
to the queen, and advifed her to fhut herfelf up in a monaftery. As flie had. 
long fighcd after a life of folitude, fhe Was eafily prevailed on to liften to their, 
advice, and retired to the abbey of Chelles, which fhe had founded ||. She 
there pafied the remainder of her life, in the exercife of every virtue. She was, 
afterwards canonized. 

A. D. 668.] Batilta's feceffion from the regency left the kingdom a prey to 
the unbridled licentioufnefs of the mayor of the palace. Ebroin, poffeired of 
fovereign authority, now fhowed himfelf in his true char after — a monfter of 
avarice, cruelty, perfidy, and pride. His adminiftration was one continued fcene 
of injuftice, tyranny, outrage, and oppreffion. If a man was rich, powerful, or 
virtuous, he was expofed to become the viftim of his avidity, ambition, or 
malice. Detefted by all men of integrity, he banifhed the nobles from court,, 
and forbade them to appear there without an exprefs invitation from him.. 
Things were in this dreadful fituation when Clotaire died,. in the twentieth year 
of his age, and the fifteenth of his reign. He left no children : it is not even 
known whether he was married. Some pretend that he was interred in the church 
belonging to the abbey of Chelles : others,, at Sai'nt Denis§. 

* Vita Batild. c; 23.. f Vita S Leodeg..c. 1. % Vita San, Batild. c. 8. || ibid. c. 7; 8.- 
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The ambitious Ebroin, hated by all the world, could not hope to prefervc 
his place, if the ufual forms were obferved in the eledtion of a mayor of the 
palace. Influenced by this conlideration, without fummoning the nobles of the 
kingdom to deliberate on the matter, he raifed Thierri to the throne, and had 
him proclaimed King of Burgundy and Neuftria. This exertion of power 
aftonifhed the nobles*, though it did not give "them any kind of averiion to 
their new monarch.. They were even on the road, for the purpofe of paying, 
their refpe£ts r and doing homage to him, when they received a renewal of the 
prohibition to appear at court without permiflion. Enraged at an infult fo 
pointed and grofs, they immediately aflembled 3nd flew to arms. The crown, 
was unanimoufly transferred to' Childeric, who haftened to join them at the 
head of a powerful armyf. The confpiracy was fo general and fo iudden, 
that Ebroin, forfaken by every body, had but juft time to efcape the fury of 
the nobles, by taking refuge in a church.. His life was fpared, but his pofleffions 
were all conlifcated, and he was conftrained to pafs the remainder of. his life in. 
the convent of Luxeuil, .... 

A. D. 669.] Thierri experienced a fimilar treatment- They cut off his. 
hair,. though without any orders from Childeric, who expreffed great compaf- 
fion for him. He even told him that he was ready to grant whatever he could 
defire*. u Talk nothing," replied Thierri, " I have been unjuftly dethroned 5. 
" and I truft" that Heaven will revenge my caufe." He retired to the abbey 
of Saint Denis,, not to turn monk, but. to let. his hair grow* He had not quite- 
completed the fir ft : year of his reign... 

«*Vita S. Leodeg, JDiploxn. p. 46. ' • \ Gefh Franc:' c. 45. — Continuat. Fred. c. 94; 
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THE commencement of this reign was devoted to a£ts of gratitude, and to 
the fupport of the laws. Childeric made a point of rewarding fuch of the 
nobles as had contributed to his elevation ; and as Leger, bilhop of Autim, 
had been greatly inftrumental in effecting this revolution, he entrufted him with 
the adminiftration of affairs, and declared him his principal minifter. The 
great credit which this prelate enjoyed with his fovereign, has made fome 
writers believe*, that he was created mayor of the palace of Neuftria and Bur- 
gundy: but they did not refleft, that an office which gave the command of 
armies, and the power of judging iivmatters of life and death, was incompatible 
with the chara&er of a prieft and a prelate. However that may be, to the 
prudent councils of this great man was the king indebted for the reformation 
of numerous abufes that had crept into the ftate. It was ordained, that judges 
ihould be guided in their decifions by the ancient laws and cuftoms of each 
province. One law in particular was made, [A. D. 670.3 which might have re- 
deemed the kings from a ftate of fubje6tion, had they poffefied fufficient firm- 

nefs to enforce it — it ena£ted, that no children fhould fucceed their fathers in any 
of die great offices of ftate. But all thefe flattering fymptoms of a wife and 
virtuous reign fpeedily vaniftied. The nobles, feeing that this reformation 
would effedt a diminution of their own enormous power and undue confe- 
quence; adopted every means they could devife for corrupting the mind of 
their young fovereign. Having acquired a perfeft afcendancy over him, they 
led him into every kind of excefs s debauchery foon gave way to indolence,, 



* Vita S- Leod. 
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and indolence, to cruelty *. He fullered all thofe ordinances whicn he had fo 
properly renewed to be, violated with impunity \ and authorized a contempt of 
the laws by his own example, , in contracting an inceftuous marriage with hh 
coufin-geniian.; In vain were the fdicitations and remonftrances. of his mini- 
fter exerted to induce .him to the purfuit of a different courfe of life. His re- 
prefentations, though at firfb they were liftened to with fome degree of attention, 
foon became infupportable ; and it was refolved to embrace the firft opportu- 
nity that fhould occur for effecting his ruin.. t 

A. D. 671.3 It was cuftomary in- ancient- times for- bifliops to invite their* 
fovereigns to celebrate the fefiival of Eafter in their cathedrals:. Leger re- 
quefted Childeric to do him that honour, and the king (till retaining fome degree, 
of refpedt for :him, accepted his invitation, and repaired. to Autun. He there 
found Hedlor, parrician or governor of Marfeilles, who had a favour to afk of 
him. That nobleman, whofe merit was equal to his birth, was intimate with 
the minifter j, and knowing the credit he enjoyed with his fovereign, had fre- 
quently. conferred with him on the fubjefl of his prefent application. . It was 
infmuated, however, to the king, r that there wasfome myftery in .this . interview, 
and that the two friends had formed a defign. to interrupt the tranquillity of the 
ftate. Thus prejudiced againft the prelate, inftead of agoing, to: die. cathedral 
on the night of Eafter Sunday, which the early Chriftians always paffed in 
prayer, he repaired to the church of Saint Symphorien, where he received the 
iacrament from the hands of bifliop Preje&us. The next morning, after, a 
grand repaft, he went almoft intoxicated to the cathedral, fwearing arid blaf- 
pheming, and threatening Leger in the moft indecent manner. From thence 
he repaired to the epifcopal palace, where the bifhop joined him as foon as he 
had faid mafs. Childeric loaded him with reproaches and infults; and Leger, 



from 



He&or 



purfued ; — He£lor after a vigorous defence, was killed, and Leger was brought- 
back to the king, who fent him into confinement at the monaftery of Luxeuil. . 
There the prelate met with Ebroin, the depofed mayor of the palace, .. who j 
earneftly belbught his friendlhip.. 

A. D. 673.] Childeric, being now deprived of the advice of his minifteiv 
fell into the extremes of vice, and finally became an obje£t of univerfal con- 
tempt J. A nobleman, named Bodillon, venturing to reprefent to him the 
danger that would arife from an oppreflive impoft that , he was on the point of 
eftablifhingl), the king ordered him to be tied to a poft, and had him feverely 
flogged. The nobles,, enraged at fuch an infult to a man of. rank, confpired 
againfrflis'life. Childeric was then with the royal family at a feat in the foreft 
of Leuconia, fuppofed to be the foreft of Livri, near Chelles. Thither the 
confpirators repaired 3 . and, forcing his palace, mailacred him, with his queen : 



*'Vita.S. Leod. f Ibid, c, 5. 6. t Geft, Franc* c. 43* !l..Contmuat, Fred. c. 



1 



\ 



128 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



JBilihilda, who was pregnant, and, their fori, Dagobert, an infant. Another 

fon, named Daniel, had the good fortune to efcape, and afterwards reigned, 
under the title of Chilperic the Third. Childeric was in the twenty-third 
year of his age - 3 the length of his reign is not precifely known, but the rnoft 
probable opinion feems to be that he reigned nineteen years *. 

This prince was deftitute both of courage and coriduft; He neither poffeffed 
fufficient knowledge to govern a great kingdom, nor fufficient defcernment to 
.appreciate and purfue the wife councils of a prudent and virtuous minifies 
He was not interred at Saint Peter's at Rouen, as the author of the life of 
Saint Ouen f affirms, but at the abbey of Saint Vincent, now Saint Germain 
des Pres. 

We are told by fome writers, that Childeric overcome by the prayers of 
Imnichilda, whom he always efteemed, allowed her to recal Dagobert, to 
whom he ceded a part of Auftrafia. Others afTert that this prudent princefs 
took advantage of the interregnum which enfued on the death of Childeric, to 
win over the Auftrafians, by whom flie was tenderly beloved, and to prevail on 
them to proclaim her fon king. Be that as -it may, it appears certain, from a 
variety of circumftances, that- this young prince re-afcended the throne, from 
whence he had been unjuftly depofed, and reigned feveral years 

4 . 

* P. Anfelme Hift. Geneal. de. France, t. i. p. io. f Fred* in vita S« Audoen. i Heii- 
fchenius, lib* de tribus Dagobertis, ' 
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A. D. 673,.] LEG/ER, who, as well as Ebroin, had left the convent of 
Luxeuil. on the death of Childeric, was received at the court of Thierri as a 
tutelary deity. . His firft care was to procure the election of a mayor of the 
palace ; and the choice fell upon Leudefie, fon of Archinoalde *; The news 
of this election difconcerted Ebroin, who retired into Auftrafia, where his 
friends were numerous f. Wlfoalde, who governed that kingdom under Da- 
gobert the Second, fupplicd him with troops, with which the prefumptuous' 
rebel advanced as far as Nogent-les-Vierges, near Verneuil, where the king 
then held his court. The alarm was fo fudden and unexpected, that every one 
had recourfe to flight j Thierri, the mayor of the palace, and all the noblemen 
of their retinue, fled, firft to Baifieu, between Amiens and Corbie, and then to 
Crecy in Ponthieu. The royal treafury was plundered, the churches were 
pillaged, and the whole country was. laid wafte. The conqueror, however, 
defpairing of fucceeding by force, had recourfe to ftratagem 3 and, inviting 
Leudefie to a conference, which that credulous nobleman accepted, he there 
put him to death. 

: A* D. 675, 676.] This murderous deed only ferved to render Thierri's 
hatred of Ebroin more inveterate, and to Ihow that monarch the danger of en- 
trufting fuch a man with any confiderable degree of authority. Ebroin, fen- 
fible that that the conjuncture was not favourable to his defigns, again retired 
into Auftrafia £, but with the determination to put his plans in execution 
whenever an opportunity fhould occur. He had the audacity to produce a 
pretended fon of Clotaire the Third ; and pofleffed fufficient credit to get him 
crowned, under the title of Clovis the Third. In this infamous project he was 

X 

* Gefta Reg. .Franc, c. 45. t Contimtat. Fred. c. 96. $ Vita S. Leodeg. c. 8. ' 
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affifted by two prelates, who had been deprived of their cpifcopal dignity on 
account of their crimes: thefe were Didier, bifhop of Chalons-upon-Saone, and 
Bobon, bifhop of Valentia. All the provinces that refuted to acknowledge this 
phantom of a monarch were expofed to the moft cruel and definitive depreda- 
tions. Leger was the firft who felt the effedts of Ebroin's refentment *\ 
Vaymer, duke of Champagne, was fent to befiege him in Autun, aud the place 
was on the point of being carried by afiauk, when the good prelate having 
diftributed his efredls among the poor, furrendered himfelf .to .the enemy; that 
the inhabitants might not be ekpofed to the fury of a military mob.— rDidier 
was fo ^inhuman, as to order his eyes to be put out. 

A. D. 678, 679.] The king, having loll his beft friend, and moft prudent 
advifer, found himfelf reduced to the neceffity 'of treating with his rebellious 
fubject. Ebroin was declared mayor of the palace, .and thepretended fon of 
Clotaire funk into his original nothingnefs. The new minifter at firft publifhed 
a general amnefry j ; but foon after, affe£ting a, profound refpe6t for rnajefty, 
he ordered a ftridt enquiry to be made into the confpiracy againft Childeric. 
The crime was certainly deferving of-thfi fcvercft-'puhilhrncntj and had Ebroin 
beeh really actuated by "motives- of juftice, his conduit on this Occafiort would 
have merited the higheft commendation. ' : Biit the inquifition- which he:cftab- ? 
jifhed was folely for the purpofe of Sacrificing 'fuch of the nobles as had hither- 
to efcaped his refentment. Count Guerin, Leger's brother, though a noble- 
man of uhimpeached fidelity to his foyereign, Was ftoned to death j and the 
virtuous prelate himfelf,' after being inhumanly tortured, was fent in difgrace 
to the mo n after y ' at i Fecamp. : •. Some years - ] after 1 this period, the tyrant 
afiembled a council of flaves, rather than of bifliops, at which' Leger was firft 
degraded, and then delivered, to Chrodqbert, count of the palace, 'who had 'Him 
beheaded in a fpreft in the diocefe of Arras, not far from that of Amiens, 
where he was buried at a place that ftill bears his name. Two years after "His 
body was conveyed inta Poitou,- and' honourably interred in the church of 

Saint Maixant/- < : — ■ •* . , • 

Ai D. 680.] About this time Dagobert : the Second, king of Auftrafia, was 
aflafiinated, in an infurre&ion of his fubiedts. The caufe of the revolt, and 
the ; names 'of its authors, /are not mentioned in hiftory. Rewas interred at 
Saint Peter's, at Rouen. This prince had, by his ' quefen- Matilda} one fon, 
named Sigebert, who died- before him, and four daughters, Irmina and Adella,* 
who were afterwards canonized s and Rotilda and Ragnetrude. 
■ ; The death of Dagobert ought to have're-uriited the whole monarchy- under 
the authority of Thierri : , but the averfiori of the Aiiftrafsans tt> *the govern- 
ment of 'Ebroin- deterred them from acknowledging that monarch. - - Martin 
and Pepin being declared dukes or governors of the* kingdom' J, they took up 
arms j but their new leaders being defeated near the foreft of Leucofao, on the 

. » » - > , • * ' 

* Vita S. Leode^. c. 9. t Ib5iL t c« 12, 13. t Geft» Franc, c.46.. • • * 
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'frontiers of Neuftria, were compelled to fly * ; the firft to Laon, where he pe- 
rilled by the perfidy of the mayor of the palace; and the fecond to the fartheft 
part of Auftrafia, where he exerted all the endowments with which nature had. 
favoured him for the purpofe of undermining the royal authority. This 
nobleman was defcended, on his father's fide,, from Saint Arnaud, bilhop of 
Metz, and on his mother's, from Pepin, furnamed the Old, or of Landen. 
He is fometimes called, in hiftory, Pepin the Fat, from his corpulence; fome- 
times Pepin of Heriftal, from the name of a palace which he had on the banks 
of the Maefe, a little above Liege ; fometimes Pepin the Ycung, to diftinguilh 
him from his grandfather; and fometimes Pepin the Old, to diftinguilh him. 
from his grand fqn, who reigned under the appellation of Pepin the Short, 

A, D. 683.] Ebroin did not long enjoy the fruits of the vi&ory at Leuco- 
fao. . A nobleman, named Emanfroy, attacked him as he came from church, 
clove his head afunde-r with a broad fword* and delivered his country from a 
monfter who merited univerfal execration f. The mayors who fucceeded him 
made war on Pepin at different times but without fuccefs J ; and Bertaire, the 
lad of them, a man wholly deftitute of every good quality, was doomed to be 
at once the witnefs and the vidtim of his elevation. 

; A. D. 687.] A great number of noblemen, who were difcontented with 
the government of Neuftria, had retired into the kingdom of Auftrafia, where 
Pepin, as well from policy as generofity, fupported them. He even fent de- 
puties to the king to beg he would pardon thefe unfortunate men, whom a 
violent fpirit of perfecution had compelled to quit their country. The mo- 
narch. || proudly anfwered, that he would fave.him the trouble of fending them 
back, by going to fetch them in perfon,. at the head of a powerful army. Pre- 
parations for war were immediately made, and the two armies .met at Teftris, 

a village .fituated on the fmall river Daumignon, between Saint Quintin and 
Peronne;§. The battle was fought with great obftinacy; but vidtory at laft 
declared in favour of the Auftrafians. The king obliged to fly, retired with pre- 
cipitation to the capital of his empire. Bertaire alfo had the good fortune to 
efcape from the enemy, but he was affaffinated by his own foldiers. The con- 
queror took poffeffion of the* royal treafury, forced the gates of Paris, feized 
the perfon of Thierri, and, caufing himfelf to be declared mayor of the 
palace of Neuftria and Burgundy, reduced the whole kingdom under his 
•own domination. 

Pepin, when he had fern red this -enormous extent of power, conduced him- 
felf with fo much prudence, moderation, and propriety, that he attrafred the 
attention of foreign powers, many of whom honoured him with particular marks 

•of efteem 5 enforced refpedt from the nations dependant on France \ and ex- 



* Secmid. Contiiv. Fred. c. 97. t GeR. Fi\ c. 47- % Mem Continnat. Fredeg. c, 58, 

: || Geft. Franc, c. 43. 5 Idem Contixu Fred. c. 100. 
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cited the benedi&ion of his countrymen, by the deftrudticn of tyranny oppref- 
fion*. He re-eftablifhed the bifoops, who had been depoled, in. their fees, 
and poffeffions ; he reftored to the nobles' their dignities and eftates; to the-- 
orphan and widow, their lawful rights; and to the laws their primitive ..vigour : 
he eftablifhed order in the finances, introduced difcipline among the troops, 
and vigilance and regularity in the police. So many objedts of public utility, 
conceived and effedled in fo fliort a fpace of time, excited univerfal aftoniih-. 
ment ; and men began to be perfuaded that the ambitious duke had only taken 
up arms to promote the happinefs and welfare of the nation. 

A. D. 689-] While duke, of Auftrafia, he had fubdued the Bavarians, the 
Saxons, and the Suevij and he now propofed, . at ah afiembly of the nobles, 
to march without delay againft the reft of the German rebels f. This, propofal 
was accepted with joy j but, before he fet out on this expedition, he left a man, 
of the name of Norbert, in whom he could confide, to watch the motions of 
Thierri. Vi6tory followed his fteps. Radbode, duke of the Frifians, having 
offered him battle, was attacked and defeated ; Pepin took from him a part of 
his dominions, and made him pay tribute for the reft. On his return to Ntuf- 
tria, he affembled a council, in which fome excellent regulations were adopted 
for 'the reformation of manners, the afliftance of the poor, and the' protedtion 
of the widow and orphan. By this artful fyftem of policy, and by a thoufand 
a&ions of piety, juftice and valour, he conciliated the affe&ions of the people, 
and attempted to overcome their fettled averfion to acknowledge any other 
matters than the defendants of their ancient monarchs. 

A. D. 692-] Such was the ftate of France when Thierri died, in the 
thirty-ninth year of his reign. By his wife Clotilda, whom fome writers call 
Doda, he had two fons, Clovis and Childebert. He was buried at Saint Waft, 
at Arras, which he had founded -J. Without entering into the chara&er of 
this prince, of which we know but little, fince all the writers of that age were 
devoted to the family of Pepin, we may obferve, that he was continually the 
fport of fortune, and a vi&im to the ambition of his nobles. Excluded from 
the fucceflion in his infancy, and dethroned by an ambitious brother, he only 
recovered his rights to become the flave of thofe whom he was born toicom- 
mand. The- battle of Teftris finally decided the fate of his empire, and left 
him but the lhadow of royalty. 

* Gefh Fr. Contin. Fred, c f 100. t Paul. D'a:. !. xvi. c. 37. $ Geft. Franc* c. 49. 
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CLOVIS, the deleft of Thierri's children, was proclaimed king of Neuf- 
tria and Burgundy. Auftrafia, ftill detached from the crown, acknowledged! 
no other authority than that of Pepin, who continued to reign under the name 
of the new monarch*. No event of importance occurred during the life of 
Clovis, the length of whofe reign is not afcertained, though, from fome public 
afts ftill extant, it appears that he reigned at leaft four years f. One of thefe 
is an account of an alfembly of the ftates of the kingdom, holden at Valen- 
ciennes J [A. D. 693.] Clovis prefided, and after him twelve nobles or pre- 
lates are mentioned in the aft, and the title of Illuftrious is given to them, 
the fame as to the kings who had no other diftin&ion than the epithets mofi 
glerivusy mcjl pious, mcfi merciful, or mcfi excellent, annexed to their names. The 
next on the lift are eight noblemen of inferior rank, who are fimply denomi- 
nated Counts; eight Grqfions, who were magiftrates appointed to try caufes re- 
lating to the exchequer or public finances ; four domeftics, or governors of 
royal manfions 5 four referenderies, whofe bufinefs it was to affix the royal 
fignet to all public a&s; and four fcnefchals, who were inferior officers fubcr- 
dinate to the mayors* — they were in thofe times only entrufled with the admi- 
niftration of the revenue of the king's houfhold, but in the fequel the office of 
fenefchal became the firft dignity in the realm. The Count of the Palace is 
mentioned the laft. He, perhaps, had a feparate place at the king's feet, or 
what is more probable, as he was obliged to give an account of his decifions,, 
he was nor feated among the judges. The fentence of the affembly is figned 
by the chancellor, who was the ptrfon appointed to write or fubferibe thefe-- 
ads which the referendary was to fcal. 

*Secuad. Cont. Fred. c. .101. t Geft. Fred. c. 45>> $0. • i Ann MeteiUV. 
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It does not appear, that Pepin attended this affembly, fince his name is not 



Inferted in the lift. He 



It was 



in one of theft? alfemblies, holden during the preceding reign, that he iffued a 
command, in the king's name, for every duke to hold himiclf in readinefs to 
march on the fxrft order of the mayor of the palace ; and on the fecond, to lead 
his fiipulated quantum of men without delay to the place of rendezvous. Re- 
gular troops were then unknown ; each province had its militia : and that was 
generally commanded to march, which was ncareft the fcene of a£tion. All 
who held benefices of the prince or church, all who poffeffed Salic lands, all the 
French, in lhort/were obliged to ferve the king in perfon*. Even the bilhops 
were not exempted from perfonal fervice. Such of the prelates as were of a 



mar 



A. *• * 

while thofe who were averfe to fheddins; blood, contented themfelves with in- 



Hea 



and the 



g the reign of the Me 



moft prudent among them bought off the obligation with a fum of money. 
In that cafe they fent their vafTals under the command of an civoue or vidame, 
who was a brave and powerful nobleman, appointed by the church to defend 
their patrimony. Such .as were incapacitated from attending through age, -ob- 
tained letters of dilpenfation j and thofe who failed to appear at the general 
rendezvous of the army, were fentenced to pay a heavy fine. 

In the different provinces, and particularly on the frontiers, there were ma- 
gazines eftablilhed, for providing the troops with fubfiftence. .It does not 
appear that the foldiers had any pay; their ible reward confided in the booty 
they made, which it was cuftomary to collect into one common mafs, and then 
to divide it equally. The prifoners were condemned to flavcry ; and the hof- 
tages experienced the fame fate, when thofe who save them, failed to nerform 
their engagements. The French armies, durii _ 

princes, were wholly compofed of infantry.. If there were forne few horfe.men, 
it was only for the purpofe of efcorting the commander in chief, and carrying 
his orders. During the fame period too, the only banner ufed by the French 
troops, was the cope of Saint Martin j it was a kind of veil made of filk, and 
bearing the image of the Saint, from whole tomb it was brought with great 
pomp, whenever it was wanted. It was kept under a tent ; and juft before the 
battle began was carried round the camp in triumph. The early kings had 
fuch confidence in the protection of their faint, that, with this ftandard, they 
hought themfelyes fure of victory. 

A. D. 694,695.] The affembly of Valenciennes was the lad memorable 
event of the reign of Clovis, who died in the fourteenth or fifteenth year odf* 
his agej and was buried at Choify upon the Aifne, near Compiegne. 

* Ealuze Capit. t, i. p. 146, 155; 190- 
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A. D. 695-] CHILDEBERT Succeeded to the dominions of his 

brother, and became equally a captive with that monarch. He- was but in his; 
tenth or eleventh year when he afcended the., throne- j and. his minority gave: 
Pepin a frefh opportunity of acquiring a cohfiderable augmentation of autho- 
rity # . His court was attended by all the, chief officers — the count of the pa* 
lace, the grand referendary,, and the attendant of the royal manfions. He only- 
placed about the perfon of his youthful fovereign a few faithful fervants of his 
own, who were lefs ftudious to ferve him than to watch his motions j\ The 
ambitious regent had two fons, Drogon and Grimoald, the firft of whom he 
created duke of Burgundy, and the fecond he appointed mayor of the palace 
of Ncuftria. The eldcft dying foon after, the youngeft fucceeded to his prin- 
cipality, as it is called by the author of the annals of Metz whence it appears ■ 
that this dutchy was a kind of fovereignty. 

A. D. 706, 707.] Pepin did not fuffer his whole time to be occupied by 
projefts of ambition 5 he devoted apart of it to the fofter purfuits of love. 
Some writers pretend that he repudiated Ple6lrude, in order to marry Alpaida, 
by whom he had a fon, afterwards fo well known by the name of Charles Mar- 
tel. But there are feveral a£ts ftill extant, which prove that the former was 
never feparated from her hiifband: fo that the fecond only enjoyed the tide of 
miftrefs |j ; or eife the Auftrafian duke, like many of the iirft kings cf France, 
and according to the cuftom of the ancient Germans §, had two wives at the 
fame time.. This offence againft the facrednefs of the marriage rites excited 
the zeal of Lambert, bifhop ot Liege, who openly inveighed again f! it, as a 
public inftance of adultery, that merited the fevereft reprobation. — The prelate 

was aflaffiniitccl by Odo, brother to Alpaida, . 



* Geft* Franc, c, 49. t Secnnd. Contin. Fred. c. 104. i Annates Metenfes, ad Annum 

H Id, Con, c. iox. §.Ann. Mety. 



- 



±%6 HISTORY OF FRANCE. t'7°7 # 

Some military expeditions took place during this reign. War was declared 
:againft Egica, king of the Vifigoths; but no accounts of its progrefs or ter- 
mination have been preferved. Radbode, duke of the Frifians, revolted a 
fecond time *, and was again defeated and reduced to fubje£tion. The Ger- 
mans, or Allemani, in union with the Suevi, fhook off the French yoke ; and 
Pepin, marching againft them, defeated Williare their duke ; but yet he could 
not fubdue the fpirit of that nobleman f, who, in^a fhort time again took up 
arms, and experienced a fimilar check. Still his courage was unabated, and 
it was found neceffary to fend a third army againft him, which was on the point 

of entering on the German territories, when the death of Childebert fuperin- 
duced its recal. 

This prince died in the twenty-ninth year of his age, and the fixteenth or 
feventeenth of his reign. He was buried, with his brother, at Choify upon the 
Aifne. Childebert had a wife whofe name is unknown - y and one fon, who fuc- 
ceeded him under the appellation of Dagobert the Third. But few monarchs 
have paid a greater attention to the precepts of Chriftianity than Childebert. 
His ftridt obfervance of juftice, and his efforts to enforce a due adminiftratio 
of it, throughout his dominions, procured him the furname of Juji* 

* Geft, Reg« c. 4p, $o. f Ann* MetenC 
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1 DAGO BE RT; on afcehdingthe thronei, 'was defined ta 



. experience tne 



He 



their homage ;an3 s tKeiFprcfenp9 and HVas Ihut up in a country ^ feat* to vlead a . 

life of indolence, iinwprthy his birth and ftation. He was notvmore than twelve 




age; To that Fepin continued to enjoy his- uluar extent 
{ That nobleman renewed his defign of fubduing the Germans and Suevi; and, 

n, To many of them.were;killed 

le/purfuit of* hoftile: meaftires 




'ighte'r TheMlinda, for his p'wnToniG^inbald Jvj-.-'-T-Kc marriage 
: was accordinpf ^cbncludeci, • though if was hot attended. with' znf - of. .thoie. ajr 

'.vantages. whic^^epiri{expc4«4' ; to ; -derive '^froiM ItJ '•'<:•«/! ^-^ • •' y.y:A\ k 



] Some time after this^ "Pepin -fell dahgerpuflyml; at; Jupjl,- oneof 
his countfy-.hbufes j 'on the banks 1 of 'the Maefei uoppofiteMiis cattle 6£ Heriffal. 

Grimoald immediatBy^ left the -cap 

through Biege f he entered"' the church of Saint; Lambert, . ;where he -was alTaffi- 

nated by a man, ■ named -Rarigaire || ; ; '. He^left an anfanb fon j • -called Xlieo.dald, 
wbo^iP^pin^^uit^.^ayjbr pf the^i>al^iof«.l)a^bemv:i;*Such.- an -appoint- 
ment was a grofs encroachment on the privileges of the nobles who h^d always i 
eni oyed the right of chiifing the mayor j it was alfo an inj ury to the ftate, byy 



*S : ^ Secund. cbntimiat; Ffedeg. c/io^ Ann^Mete^s. ;^Ges. Re. Er> c; so>/> 
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giving it a child For a governor $ and an infult on the king by placing him 

under the tuition of an infant. But as the duke's authority was abfolute, no 
one dared to murmur. 

This was the iaft ambitious attempt of Pepin \ his diforder encreafing, he 
expired at Jupil, after having reigned, with defpotic authority, for twenty- 
feven years and an half He certainly' pofTefied many of thofe qualities which 
are affential to the formation of a hero 5 his mind, though capacious and enter- 
prifmg, was ever regulated by the laws of prudence 3 he poffcffed a boldnefs of 
fpirit, which rofe fuperior to every impediment, though it never betrayed him 
into unneceffary peril ; he had wifdom and penetration to forefee and furmount 
dangers, with courage to face them whenever it was neceffary; and he pofteiTed 
in a fuper-eminent degree, .the admirable talent of keeping turbulent fpirits in 
awe, and of fo managing them, always to turn them to his own advantage. He 
proved ufeful to his country, by the re-eftabliftiment of order, piety, and 
juftice. But, at the fame time, he muft be confidered as an ufurper and a 
tyrant, becaufe he deprived his fovereigns of their lawful authority, and kept 
them in a ftate of ignominy and oppreflion. 

He had four fons, Dragon and Grimoald, who died before him * \ Charles 
Martel, to whom according to Eginard, he bequeathed the office of mayor ; 
and Childebrand,. from whom, it is pretended by fome, the third race of 
monarchs defcended. Theodald had Succeeded his father Grimoald in the office 
of mayor of the palace of Neuftria and Burgundy, and difcharged the duties of 
his office under the tuition of his grandmother Ple£trude f. This ambitious 
woman, in order to regain all the power which her hulband had poffeffed, caufed 
Charles Martel to be arretted and put in confinement at Cologne, where fhe 
generally refided. 

A. D. 715^] But die Auftrafian nobles, foon becoming difgufted with a fe- 
male government, applied to Dagobert, who was then in his eighteenth year, 
and excited him to war £. The young prince, roufed by their reprefentations, 
took the management oi affairs upon himfelf, and marching againft the Auftra- 
fians*, came up with their army in the foreft ofGuife ||, and obtained a complete 
and decifive victory. The {laughter was fo dreadful and univerfal, that Plec- 
crude's grandfons could with difficulty efcape. But die king wanted firmnefs 
-to profit by his Juccefs 5 he fubmitted to a renewal of his captivity, by fuffering 
the elefUon ofan, other mayor of the palace. This important poft was given to 
Rainfroy, one of the braved and mofr powerful noblemen at the court of 
Neuftria. He carried the war into the heart of Auftrafia, and according to the 

ferocious ideas of thofe times, he fignalized his valour by the extent and cruelty 
of his depredations. 



* Egin. in vit. Carol, Mag. f Geft; Re.Franc. c. 51. • '% Ibid. • || la Cotia Sylvan— - 

4t is nowxralied the Foreft of Compiegner 
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A. D. 716.] It was during thefe troubles that Charles Martel efcaped from 
prifon.. The Auftrafians received him with every demonftration of joy ; and, 
as he poffefled all the brilliant qualities of Pepin, they looked on him with a 
kind of voice, chofe him their- duke, 

"Such was the ftate of affairs, when Dagobert died, in the fifth year of his reign*. 
He was buried at the monaftery of Choify, upon the Aifne. This monarch 

left one fon, Thierri, by a wife whofe name has not been preferved in hiftory. 

Rainfroy, e thinkbg the. prince, too young to . hold the reins of govermer,t, took 
Daniel, L-fon. to Childeric the. fecpnd, from the 5 monaftery in which'- he had 
aiTumed the habit of an eccfeliaftic, and placed him on the throne, under the 
title of Chiberic the Second 



f *■ \ m * 



* Geff. Reg. Franc, c. 52, 
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A. D. 716.] THIS monarch was in the forty-fixth year of his age when he 
afcended the throne. Scorning the fpiritlefs indolence of his immediate pre- 
deceffors, his reign was diftinguiftied by a£tivity and vigour. Accompanied by 
Rainfroy, he marched into Auftrafia to oppofe the pretenlions of Charles Marteh 
Radbode, duke of the Frifians, who was in alliance with him, had patted the 
Rhine, and advanced to the very gates of Cologne f. Charles attacked him 
before he could be joined by the royal army: but though that nobleman dis- 
played the moft intrepid courage, he was overpowered by numbers, and obliged 
to retire. 

After this vidtory the Frifians formed ajundtton with the Neuftrians 5 and the 
two armies, having ravaged the whole country from the Ardennes to the Rhine, 
laid fiege to Cologne. But Ple6trude averted the ftorm by the payment of a con- 
fiderable fum of money which was no fooner received than Radbode and Chilperic 
returned home. Charles in the mean time had colledted the fcattered remains 
of his army, and thrown himfelf into the foreft of Ardenne with five hundred 
men, in order to profit by any favourable circumflance that might occur J. He 
Jiad not been long in this lituation, when the king fixed his camp at Amblef||, a 
royal manfion, fituated on a river of that name near the Abby of Stavelo. An 
Auftrafian foldier applied to Charles, and offered to throw the Neuftrian army 
into diforder, provided he fhould be permitted to attack it alone. He accord- 
ingly marched towards the camp, and found the Neuftrians unarmed and de- 
fencelefs. He attacked them fword in hand; and exclaiming with a loud voice, 
Here is Charles, with his troops ! bore down all reliftance. The whole camp 
became a fcene of confufion ; and Charles, obferving the confirmation that 
prevailed among them, advanced with his men, and put the Neuftrians to 
flight ; they fled with fo much precipitation, .that Chilperic and Rainfroy had 
fcarcely time toefcape. 

X 

■ 

* Secund. Contin. Fred. c. 106. f Idem. c. 5.3 and 107. $ Ann. Met- 
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A. D. 717.] This viftory encreafed the reputation of Charles, and revived 

the hopes of his party. The Auftrafians flocked to his ftandardin crowds, and 
he foon found himfelf enabled to carry the war into the enemy's country. As 
foon as the feafon would permit, he opened the campaign ; and, pafling the 
Carbonerian fore ft, puflied his deftru&ive march as far as Cambray, where he 
was met by Chilperic *, A battle enfued, at the village of Vinchy, and was 
long; difputed with equal fpirit 5 but Charles, though inferior in numbers, at 
length -obtained a complete victory, put the Neuftrian army to flight, and pur- 
fued the king to the gates of Paris j\ Finding that capital prepared for a vigor- 
ous, refiftance, he fuddenly changed his courfe, and marched to Cologne, which 
opened its gates to him. Pledtrude was obliged to give up the treafures of 
Pepin, and to furrender her gfandfons, Theodald, Hugh, and Arnould, whom 
the conqueror fecured. By this means Charles became m after of all that part 
of. the French empire and again caufed himfelf to be proclaimed duke of Au- 
ftrafia. 

A. D. 718.] But notwithftanding his recent fuccefs, he was ftill of opinion 
that his power required a more folid fapport. He knew the fecret attachment 
of the Auftrafians to the defcendants of Clovis, and their defire to have a mo- 
narch who was fprung from that prince : he, therefore, refolved to gratify 
them 3 and accordingly raifed up a phantom of royalty, in the perfon of Clotaire 
the Second; who, according to fome, was the fon of Thierri the third ; and ac- 
cording to others, of Clovis the Second J. Rainfroy, juftly alarmed at this 
ftroke of policy, formed an alliance with the Gafcons, who, having quitted 
their native mountains,, had, during the preceeding reigns, taken poffefiion of 
that country which now bears their name. They were commanded by duke 
.Eude, a man of talents and addrefs, who, profiting by the troubles which pre- 
vailed in the kingdom, extended his conquefts, and feizing all the country 
beyond the Loire, refufed to acknowledge the authority of the king or kingdom 
of France |[. To this daring rebel did the court of Neuftria apply for afliftance ; 
and, on condition of being confirmed in the independent poffefiion of what he 
:had ufurped, he confented to grant the fuccour required. 

'Chilperic, thus reinforced, marched againft the Auftrafians in full hopes of 
fuccefs. But the intelligence that Charles was advancing towards Soiflbns pro- 
duced fuch a confirmation among his troops, that they refufed to face the 
•enemy ; Eude returned with precipitation to Aquitaine ; Chilperic followed 
him, with as much of his treafures as he was able to carry with him.; while 
Rainfroy fled to Angers, where, four years after, he capitulated, and fub- 
mitted to the authority of Charles, who left him the poffeffion of that country 
for the remainder of his life. 

A. D. 719.] The conqueror purfued the fugitives : and pafling the Seine 
took Paris over-ran the Orleanois and Touraine, compelled the nobles to pro- 

* Ann. Met. f Ann. Met. ad. An. 717. J Geft. Franc, c. 53. || Sec Cont. Fred. c. 107. 
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claim Clotaire king of Neuftria and Burgundy, and to eled him mayor of the 
palace of both kingdoms *. But the new monarch did not live long to enjoy 
his newly-acquired dignity; he died either this, or the following year, at the 
age of forty- nine, according to father le Cointe, who fays he reigned three 
years and a half 3 but the majority of writers are of opinion that he only reigned 
feventeen months. His tomb is ftill to be feen at Coney, in Vcrmandois. 

The death of Clotaire was followed by an interregnum, occafioned by the 
policy of Charles, who wifhed to found the fpirit of the people. But finding they 
ftill cherifhedthe tide and authority of a king, he atlengthdifpatchedambaffadors 
to the duke of Aquitain to demand Chilperic, whom Eude fent to Paris, 
loaded with magnificent prefents. On his arrival at the capital, that prince 
was proclaimed king of the whole monarchy, and the duke of Auftrafia declared 
mayor of the palace of the three kingdoms. 

A. D. 721.] Having completely eftablifhed internal tranquillity, Charles 

made a fuccefsful expedition againft the Saxons, who perfecutM with extreme 

violence the Bru£teri, the Attuarian, the Celti, and the Thurtngians, people 

who ftridUy preferred their attachment to the Chriftian faith, and to the French 

monarchy. Soon after his return, Chilperic died at Noyon, where he was 

buried. This prince did not complete the fixth year of his reign: though he 

was unfortunate in moft of his undertakings, his merit was conspicuous. His 

wifdom, goodnefs, courage, aftivity and prudence, have procured him an* 

honourable exemption from the lift of Faineans, or indolent princes ; an epithet 

which has juftly been beftowed on the latter monarchsof the Merovingian race. 

As he had no children, Charles raifed to the throne Thierri the Fourth, (fon of 

Dagobert the Third) furnamed of Chelles> becaufe he had been brought up at 
that place. 

* Sec. Cont. Fred, c, 107. 
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] THIERRI 



he was proclaimed 



king of Neuftria, Burgundy, and Auftrafia. That is the title by which he is 
diftinguilhed in two of his charters, ftill extant, both of which were drawn lip in 

Auftrafia, one at Zulpic, and the other at his caftle of Heriftal*. Charles con- 
tinued to reign under the name of this infant princef. The remainder of that 
nobleman's life, was one continued fuccefiion of wars, battles, victories, and 
triumphs J. He had no fooner fubdued the Saxons, and recovered poffeflion 
of all the country, as far as the Wefer, than his attention was called to the Ger- 
mans, who had revolted. [A. D. 723] Having reduced them to fubmiffion, 
he waged war againft the Bavarians, whom he alfo fubdued. — [A. D. 725] 
The duke of Aquitaine, who took up arms about the fame time, was overcome 
by Charles in two general actions, [A. D. 730] and compelled to fue for mercy. 
But he had now a more formidable enemy to encounter; as the Saracens had 

entered France with a powerful army. 

This people, the conquerors of the Eaft, and of Africa, had been invited into 
Spain, [A. D. 714] by Count Julian; from a wifh to revenge himfelf of Ro- 
drio-ue, king of the Vifigoths, who haddifhonoured his daughter; or, as fome 
fay° his wife. 'At an interview with the Emir Muza, lieutenant to Valid, caliph 
of the Saracens, he offered him his country, on condition of receiving immediate 
fuccour||. Eager to embrace fo fair an opportunity of extending their conquefts 
they entered the dominions of Rodrigue, and committed the mod dreadful 
devaftations. -A battle was fought on the banks of the river Guadaletca, in 

* Le P. Labbe Melanges curieux, p. 439- t Ges. Reg. Fr. C. ultim. $ Secund, Contin. 
jFred. c. 107, 108. (| Rodoric, 1. iii. c. 11. 
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•which the king of the Vifigoths was overcome ; and he was afterwards (lain in 

the purfuit. This vidtory decided the fate of the empire. The kingdom of 
the Vifigoths, which had exifted for more than three centuries, was extin- 
guished, and the nation almolt annihilated. A fmall part of them, indeed, 
took refuge in the mountains of the Auftrafians, of Gallicia, and of Bifcay, 
where they founded a new monarchy, under the conduit of Pelagus, from 
whom the kings, of Caftille are defcended. Some of them retired into France ; 
and fuch as fubmitted to the Moors preferred their religion, under the name 
of Mozerabian Chriftians. . * 

m 

The conquett of Spain was followed by that of Languedoc, and of other 
territories which the Vifigoths (till potfc fled in France. The Saracens firft took 
Albi, Rhodes, Caflres, and then befieged Touloufe. They were compelled, 
indeed, to raife the fiege but they returned fome years after, under the con- 
dud of Abderame, when they entered Aquitaine, patted the Garonne*, took 
Bourdeaux and Poitiers, burnt the church of Saint Hilary, and threatened that 
of Saint Martin at Tours, which was faid to contain immenfe riches. Eude> 
alarmed at the rapidity of their progrefs, applied to the French monarch for 
affiftance. Charles was aware of the duke's defigns; he knew that, in order 
to fecure his independence, he had formed an alliance with Munuza, governor 
of Cerdagna, to whom he had given his daughter in marriage i but his concern 
for the public good rifing fuperior to the dictates of private refentment, he 
marched agalnft the Infidels, with the united forces of Auftrafia, Burgundy, 
and Neuftria. 

A. D. 732.] The two armies met between Tours and Poitiers, and the 
battle lafted a whole day ; at the clofe, the Superiority of courage and conduct 
over numbers was, evidently manifefted. On that memorable occafion, the 
weighty stokes of Charles firft acquired him the furname of Martel, the hammer; 
Abderame himfelf was killed, and the bloody field was ftrewed, if the monkifh 
writers may be credited, with, the bodies of three hundred and fenventy-five 
thoufand Mahometans. The camp of the Saracens, filled the fpoils of conquered 
provinces, was pillaged, and the plunder divided among the troops. 

It is faid, that Charles after this victory inftituted the celebrated, order of the 
Genet, which confided but of fixteen Knights, who wore a gold collar with three 
chains, to which was fufpended a Genet of folid gold. Favinus and the Abbe 
Juftinianij* affure us, that this order was much in vogue under- the fecond race 
of kings : it does not, however, appear, that military orders were in ufe before 
the* twelfth century which occafioned Father Meneftrier to fix this inftitutiora 
of the Genet at the reign of Charles the Seventh. 

\* Koderic. 1. in. c. 11. f Juftiniani, t. i. c. 13. 
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MufTulmans into Pro- 



vence revived the laurels of Charles, who, in a decifive battle, again fubdued 
the Frifians, and flew their duke with his own hand* On the death of Eude, 



granted 



claim of homage, without even mentioning the name of his fo~ 



vereign. 
A. D. 7?8.] 



of his age 



Thierri the fourth, who died in the twenty-third year 
;d he was buried at Saint Denis. 
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THE interregnum which enfued on the death of Thierri, lafled fix or feven 
years, according to the general opinion ; though the Abbe Conrad, in his Chroni- 
cle, fixes its duration at five ; and M. de Valois at four or five. Charles thought 
that the fervices he had rendered the ftate ought to have procured him an offer 
of the crown. PofTefTed of fovercign authority, he might, without impediment, 
have placed it on his head ; but knowing that the French were firmly attached 
to the royal family *, he did not dare to afTume a title which would have excited 
fuch general envyt ; and the nobles, who would have been lorry to fee him on 
the throne, had not fufficient refolution to defire he would choofe them a king 
from among the defcendants of Clovis. Still he continued to exert an abfolute 
Iway, under the title of duke of the French. Pope Gregory the fecond, in one 
of his letters, ftyles him Duke and Mayor of the Palace of France, which appears 
to confirm the idea that he always confidered himfelf as an officer of the king- 
dom, and not of the king. 

A. D. 740, 741 The emperor Leo having publiflied an edirt prohibiting 
the worfhip of images, which he condemned as idolatrous, and accordingly or- 
dered the objects of fuch adoration to be taken from the churches, and broken 
in pieces, he was excommunicated by the popes, who excited an infurreftion in 
Italy. The Lombards, profiting by the opportunity, took pofTeffion of Raven- 
na, and threatened Rome itfelf . Gregory the third, a man of an inflexible tem- 
per, then filled the chair of Saint Peter, and was the firft of the fovereign pon- 
tiffs who took a decifive part in the temporal concerns of princes : a pernici- 
ous example, that was attended with fatal effefts both to the church and the 
empire!*. He wrote fever al affefting letters to the duke of the French, to en- 
treat his prote&ion ; but Charles, either from regard to Luitprand, king of the 
Lombards, or from the hope that more advantageous offers might be made him, 
was in 110 hafte to comply with his urgent folicitations)]. This affe&ation. of 
negleft, however, did not difcourage Gregory, who fent ambafTadors to him, 

* Secund. Contin, Fred. c. 109. f Ann. Metcn. $ Idem. Cont. Fred. c. 1 10. || Ann. Meten. ad Ann. 
§ The ancient French writers remark, that this was the firft embafly fent by the popes to the court of 
France. 
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with the keys of Saint Peter's, tomb, and fome links of the chains with which 
that apoftle had been fettered- The ambaffadors had orders to offer him the 
confulfhip of Home, on condition that he fhould grant them affiftance immediate 
andi effectual. Charles agreed to accord the protection required ; but, unwilling 
to break with Luitprand, he remonftrated with him on Jhe impropriety of his 
conduct, in usurping the patrimony of .the church, and urged him to reftore 
what he had taken. from the pope The . king of the Lombards,- either from 
fear or conviction, complied with his requeft. To this application from Grego- 
ry, fays the Abbe Velly, was. Rome indebted for her temporal greatnefs, and the 
family of Charles for its elevation to the empire. 

Charles, more debilitated by fatigue than by age, had been for fome time 
. afflicted with a diforder that infenlibly preyed upon his conftitution ; he there- 
fore began to think of fettling his family concerns. By his firft wife, Rotrude, 
he had three children, Caiioman, Pepin, and theprincefs Hildetrude. By Sonni- 
childe, his fecond wife, who was niece to Odilon, duke of Bavaria, he had an- 
other fon, named Grippon or Grifon. Having convened an affemblyof the nobles 
at Verberie, a country feat near Gompiegne, he obtained their confent to make 
the following, divifion of the French empire : — to Carloman he gave Auftrafia, 
Germany, and Thuringia ; to Pepin, Neuftria, Burgundy, and Provence : but a 
very fmall portion of territory was affigned to Grifon. This divifion gave rife 
to fome commotions in Burgundy ; but they were foon appeafed by Pepin and 
his uncle Childebrand. 

A. D. 741 Soon after he had made thefe arrangements, Charles died at Qer- 
fi-upon-Oile, in the fifty-fir ft year of his age ; and was interred with great pomp, 
at the abbey of Saint Denis. Although his victories over the Saracens moft pro- 
bably prefer ved Europe from the impending yoke of Mahomet, yet has: his cha- 
racter been impeached by the legends of the monks ; and the clergy, who refen- 
ted the freedom with which he applied the revenues of the church, to the defence 
of the chriitian religion, have not fcrupled to enrol him among the damned. In 
a letter addrefTed to Lewis the grandfon of Charlemagne, it is afFerted, that on 
opening the tomb of Charles Martel, the fpe&ators were affrighted by the fmell 
of fire, and the afpeft of an horrid dragon ; and that a faint of the times .was 
indulged with a vifion of the foul and body of the founder of the Carlovingian 
race, burning in the abyfs of hell. — But the ltory is of a very clumfy conftruc- 
tion, for Saint Eucher, of Pvheims, to whom this wonderful vifion is afcribed, 
ceitainly died before Charles Martel. 

Charles was undoubtedly right in feizing the ecclellaftical property, for the 
purpofe of defending the church, fo long as the clergy were able to defray thefe 
expenfes. Their" revenues at this time were immenle : the, augmentation was 
owing, firft, to their own induftry, in cultivating the barren lands that had been 
granted; fecondly, to the indifcreet liberality of thofe who impoverifhed their 
families to enrich the miniflers of the gofpel ; and laftly, to tythes, wliich had 

now been paid for nearly two centuries. Thefe were at firft a mere voluntary 
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gift, though they were afterwards exa&ecl as a tribute. Saint Auguft in recom- 
mends their payment as a work of charity — the -council of Tours inculcates the 
fame idea ; and the fecond council of Macon renders it obligatory. But though 
Charles was fo far juftifiable, yet fome part of his conduit to the church me- 
rits reprehenfipn. Not content with taking to himfelf the moft confiderable 
benefices, he diftributed the biftiopricks and abbies among the principal noble- 
men in his army, and gave the livings to the fubaltern officers, which opened 

a door to very flagrant abufes. • 

The great fees, fuch as Rheims, Vienne, and Lyons, were foon deftitute of 
paftors. Their ecclefiaftics, that they might not be difpoiled of their livings, 
made no fcruple to bear arms. Benefices became hereditary — they were con- 
verted into an article of commerce, and divided among children like any other 
pofTeffions. Inventories have been feen*, in which churches, altars, bells, orna- 
ments, communion-cups, crofles, and relics have been expofed to fale. — The a- 
bufes were carried fhill further — when a girl was married, her fortune frequent- 
. ly confided of a church livings of which her hufband received the tythes and 
chance-perquiiites. Some law-writers have regarded this liberality of Charles 
to his officers, as the true epoch of feudal tythes — that is, of tythes holden as fiefs 
by* noblemen, or others of the laity. 

The death of Charles occafioned great confufion. His daughter Hil detrude, 
retired from court; and, paffing the Rhine, repaired to Bavaria, where fhe mar- 
ried duke Odilon. Carloman and Pepin, being perfuaded that fhe was induced 
to the adoption of this meafure by the intrigues of Sonnichilde, who was dif- 
contented with the trifling inheritance of her fon Grifon, refolved to fecure 
both the prince and his mother. The queen, aware of their intentions, re- 
tired toLaon, which was reduced after an obftinate fiege. Sonnichilde, was by 
the viftors difmifled to the abbey of Chelles, and Grifon was confined in the 
caftle of Neuchatel, near the foreft of Ardenne. Theodald, the fon. of Gri- 
moald, did not experience an equal degree of indulgence ; his pretenfions were 
powerful, and he was accordingly facrificed to intereft and ambition. 

A. D. 742. J The two princes next marched againft Hunalde, duke of Aqui- 
- taine, who, in violation of his oaths, refufed to acknowledge their authority. 
He was fpeedily fubdued, his country laid wafte, and a renewal of homage 
exacted from him. During this expedition, they fixed the boundaries of their 
refpe&ive dominions ; and Carloman, then paffing the Rhine,' advanced to the 
banks of the Danube, and conftrained the Germans to fue for peace. About 
' this time, Charles, the eldeft fon of Pepin, who afterwards acquired the name 
of Charlemagne, from the fplendour of his actions, was born v at the caftle of 

Ingelheim, near-Mayence. 

* Council of Chalons, 
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interregnum ; and thofe princes who paid tribute to the crown, though willing 
to acknowledge the authority of a monarch, refufed to pay obedience to men 
who, they faicl, had annihilated royalty, and now oppreffed the nobles. — Influ- 



confiderations 



third. 



gal title in Childeric 




CHILDERIC THE THIRD. 



A. D. 743O CHILDERIC, according to an ancient genealogical table of the 
kings of France*, was fon of Thierri of Chelles. He only reigned over Neu£ 
tria, Burgundy, and Provence ; Carloman refervmg Auftrafia as an independent 
principality, which he governed himfelf. 

The tributary princes ftill obeying, with regret, the children of Charles Mar- 
tel, entered into a frefh league, in order to lhake off the authority of Pepin and 
Carloman. But the Alemanni, Bavarians, and Saxons, were fucceflively reduc- 
ed to obedience ; as well as Hunalde, duke of Aquitaine. [A. D. 744. 3 This 
laft prince, entertaining fome fufpicions of his brother's fidelity, ordered his eyes 
to be put out ; and being afterwards ftricken with remorfe for the barbarous aft, 
refigned his dominions to his fon Gafre, and retired to a convent, 

A. D. 747.3 Far different were the motives which influenced Carloman to 
embrace a life of religious folitude ; even in the moment of triumph, in the 
midft of fucceflive victories, he conceived the defign of fecluding himfelf from 
the follies and vices of the world, in the filent gloom of a cloifter. He accor- 
dingly repaired to Rome, where he received the monaftic habit from the hands 
of pope Zachary, who afligned him a place in the Benedi&ine abbey on Mount 
Caflin. 

A. D. 748.3 Pepin, now become fole m after of the monarchy, releafed his 
brother Grifon from confinement, loaded him with carefTes, and afligned him an 
apartment in his palace, with a petition fuitable to his rank. Intent pn promo- 
ting the happinefs of the people, he eftablifhed tribunals in every p # art of the 
kingdom, for the more fpeedy and effectual redrefs of grievances ; and he fought 
to conciliate efteem, by protecting religion, rewarding merit, defending inno- 
cence, and punifhing oppreflion. In this ft ate of grandeur, of glory, and of 

* Chronique de Fontenellc. See p. 792, of the firfl: vol. des Hift. Franc, de Duchefnc. 
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power, Pepin entertained ferious thoughts of uniting in himfelf the authority 
and title of king. But his fchemes fullered a temporary interruption from the 
ambition of Grjfon, who fuddenly withdrew from court, accompanied by a 
number of young nobility, and 'taking refuge' among the Saxons, once ; more 
xcited that people-to revolt. The arm 



umphant j the Saxons were routed, and the duke, Theodoric, was taken pri-' 
foner. 

On the death of Odilon, duke of Bavaria, his fceptre'had devolved on his 

ffered an afyhim to her 

t w w ig body of malcontent 

French, the perfidious fuppliant feized his lifter and her fon, and ufurped the 
dukedom of Bavaria. But his tranfient power vaniftied on the approach of Pe- 
pin ; Taflilon was reftorcd to his dominions : and Grifon again pardoned by his 
brother, again endeavoured to awaken the~dormant embers of faftion ; and, 



Taffilon ; and his widow Hildetrude readily < 

iv the fugitive Grifon. Afitfted bv a ftro 



Aquitaine 



Mons, fought protection in the court of the duke of 



interrupt 



lie tranquility, Pepin renewed his projeft for alcending the throne. The chief 
obftacle to his elevation arofe from the oath of fidelity which the French had taken 
to Childeric. This impediment Pepin undertook to remove ; though the means 
which he adopted for this purpofe are variouily related. The generality of 
writers pretend, that being allured of the favour, efteem, and fuffrages of the 
nation, he propoled to them to confult pope Zachary, [A. D. 750.] who re- 
plied, that being already in polfefTion of the regal authority, he might certainly 
afTume the title of king. The people were accordingly perfuaded that this 
declaration was fufficient to releafe them from the obligation of their oath* ; 



proclaimed king. Ther 



embracing 



life, J voluntarily, and with the confent of his principal valTals, abdicated the 
throne ; by which means > the right of elefting a new fovereign reverted to the 
people, who unanimoufly conferred that dignity on Pepin. This laft account, 
if not the moft true, is, at lead, the moft honourable to the pope, the new mo- 
narch, and the nation. It exculpates Zacharyt from the charge of prevarica- 
tion, in taking advantage of the religious prejudices of the people, in order to 
fan&ion an ad of injuftice ; it clears Pepin from that of ufurpation and oppref- 
fion of his lawful fovereign ; and it fully aquits the nation of the crimes of per- 



treafon. Whatever 



ne, and retired to the monaftery 
more than three or four years . . 



* Eginard. in Annal. add Ann. 750. + Father le Cointe's Ecclefiaftical Annals of the year 752. 

i Now the abbey of Saint Bertin, at Saint Omer, 
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foil, named Thierri, who lived and died in a ftat^of obfcurity, at the abbey of 
Fontenelle, now Saint Vandrille. 

A. D. Thus finilhed the Merovingian race, which had reigned three 

hundred and thirty-three years from Pharamond, and two hundred and feven- 
ty from the acceffion of Clovis. It gave fix and thirty monarchs to France, one 
and twenty of whom reigned over Paris* The four firft were pagans, the others 
chriftians, but rather in name than in manners. Till the reign of Clotaire the 
fecond, cruelty, ferocioufnefs, and barbarifm, were generally prevalent : more 
mildnefs, religion, and goodnefs appeared under the later monarchs 3 and to thofe 
qualities, indeed, may be afcribed the deftru&ion of the race— the daring pro- 
jects of ambition being encouraged by meeknefs, and only reprelTed by exer- 
tions of feverity. The characters of the Merovingian princes, as pourtrayed 
by thofe who wrote at the commencement of the fecond race of kings, muft 
be read with caution and miftruft. In order to juflify the ufurpation of Pepin, 
to the Merovingians have been afcribed all the calamities of the empire ; while 
they have imputed to the Carlovingians every national improvement, and all the 

good that was done during their government of the kingdom under the title 
of Mayors of the Palace. 
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SECOND, OR CARLOVINGIAN RACE 







N. 



A. D. 75* i.] THE deplorable end of the Merovingian race affords one of 
thofe examples (which are not lefs common than dreadful) of the inftability of 
human affairs. The antiquity of its origin, traced to the very earlieft times ; 
the fplendor of its exploits ; the number of its victories ; the extent of its con- 
quefts ; the habitual refpeft of the nation, and the natural attachment of the 
French to their lawful fovereigns, all proved infufficient to infure its du- 
ration. 

Pepin was crowned at SoifTons, in a general affembly of the nation, A con- 
temporary author* obferves, that queen Bertha was, according to ancient cuftom, 
placed by his fide on the throne. But it is remarkable, that this is the firft men- 
tion of iiich a cuftom to be found in hiftory ; whence we are induced to believe 
that it was an innovation adopted either for the purpofe of rendering his inaugu- 
ration more memorable, or elfe to infpire the people with a greater degree of 
refpeft for the children which that princcfs had borne him. Actuated by the 
fame principle, he refolved to receive the facred unttion from the hands of Bo- 
niface, archhifhop of Mayence, and the pope's legate ; by which means he led 
the people to regard his election as an order from heavent, and acquired addi- 
tional veneration to his perfon, and relpeft to his power. This ceremony, hi- 
therto unknown in France, was performed in the cathedral at SoifTons, and it 

found to be productive of fo many advantages, that all the fucceflbrs of 



was 



Vol. I. 



* Sec. Cont. Fxed. c. 117. 
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Pepin followed his example, except Lewis the debonuaire or gentle, who, be- 
ing ordered by his father, Charlemagne, to go and take the crown from the 
great altar, in the church of Aix4a-Chapei!e, put it on his head, and without 
any farther confecration, was acknowledged king of the whole monarchy. 

The ceremony of confecration was formerly performed by the metropo- 
litan of the province in which the new monarch was crowned. Philip, the firft 
of his name, was alfo the firft king who was confecrated at Rheims ; the right 
of confecration was afterwards claimed by the biPuops of Rheims; but it was 
not confirmed to them till the reign of Lewis the young. 

A. D. 752.] The commencement of this new reign was diftinguifhed by a 
fignal defeat of the Saxons, who had again revolted, and were again reduced 

to fubmiffion, and compelled to pay an annual tribute of three hundred horfes. 
The Britons experienced a flmilar fate. During this expedition* he was deli- 
vered from the active enmity of an implacable relation, by the deatli of Gri- 
fon, who was fiain in the valley of Mauriennet. It was not known whether 
he was killed by the emilTaries of the duke of Aquitaine, in revenge of a cri- 
minal intercourse which he maintained with his wife ; or by afTaflins hired by 
Peoin himfelf, who was fearful that if he paffed into Italy, he would induce the 
Lombards to efpoufe his quarrel. 

A. D. 753, 754O The kingdom of the Lombards, which, from the royal 
refidence of Pavia, extended to the gates of the ancient capital, oppreffed the 
waining ftrength and feeble age of Rome. Aftolphus, the fovereign of that 
hoftile nation, had poffefied himfelf of Ravenna, and extinguhhed in Italy the 
nominal authority of the emperor of the eaft. Rome was menaced by the vic- 
torious Lombard, and the life of each citizen was fixed at .the annual tribute 
of a piece of gold. The Roman pontiff had in vain endeavoured to deprecate 
the injuftice of his enemy : with fearful fpeed he traverfed the Pennine x\lps, 
and implored the protection of the French monarch. He was lodged in the ab- 
bey of Saint Denis, and treated with every poffible mark of reipeft. At the 
requeft of Pepin, Stephen folemnly placed the diadem upon his head, beftowed 
the regal unftion on his fons, Charles and Carloman, and conferred on the three 
princes the title of Patrician of Rome. 

Pepin's firft care after his new confecration, was to afiTemble a parliament at 
Crecy-upon-Oife, in order to declare war againft the Lombards. But he was 
extremely furprifed to fee his brother Carloman attend the affembly, who, after 
having abdicated the throne, had alfumed the monaftic habit. The king of Lorn- 
bardy, who was afraid that Stephen would prevail on the French monarch to 
elpoufe his caufei, had perfuaded this prince to counteract his projects)). The 
pious monk accordingly obeyed the orders of his fovereign in oppofing the inte- 
refts of the pope. A recollection of his former dignity, his birth > and his virtues, 
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gave a great weight to his arguments. He fpoke in favour of Aftolphus with 



iach ftrength and eloquence, that it was determined to fend ambafladors to that 
monarch, to engage him to the adoption of pacific mcafures, before the nation 
ftiould arm. This proof of the influence which Carioman ftill pofTefTed, gave 
umbrage to Pepin ; who, having conferred on the fubjeft with the fovereign pon- 
tiff, fent him into clofe confinement at a monaftery at Vienne, where he died 
that fame year-. The fubfequent feifure of his children, who were immedi- 
ately fliaved, and immured in a convent, gave birth to ftrange fufpicions on his 
fudden death ; and it was generally fuppoied, that he had fallen a facrifice to the 
fears and ambition of his brother. 

A. D. 755-] Aftolphus received the French ambafladors with proper refpedl, 
and offered to forego his pretenlions to Rome ; but he refufed to reftore either 
the Exarchate, or the Pentapolis, which the pope claimed as the Q)oils of a he- 
retic. Pepin, not content with this propofal, fent a fecond embaffyt, which did 
not prove more fuccefsful than the firft. He then, accompanied by his two 
Ions, made, with the confent of his nobles, that celebrated donation to the 
church of Saint Peter, which gave rife to the temporal power of the court 
of Romet. It comprised, under the name of Exarchate — Ravenna, Adria,Fer- 
rara, Imola, Faenza, Forli, and fix other towns, with their dependencies ; and, 
under that of the Pentapolis — -Rimini, Pefaro, Fano, Senigaglia, and Ancona, 
with Icveral places of inferior note. Pepin's generality in thus difpofing of ter- 
ritories which did not belong to him, is truly curious ; he refolved, however, 
to acquire by conqueft a right of dilpofal ; and for this purpofe he marched into 
Italy. Aftolphus, befiegcd in Pavia by the French army, renounced all preten- 
tions to the fovereignty of Rome, and reftored to the Exarchate and the Penta- 
polis. The king of the French, exulting in the fuccefs of his expedition, re- 
paflcd the Alps in triumph. 

A. D. 756.] The fatisfa&ion of Pepin was but of fhort duration; the re- 
treat of the French diffipated the fears of Aftolphus ; he rejeftecl the conditions 
which had been extorted from him, and already prefled with menaces and arms 

the independence of Rome. On the receipt of this intelligence^the fonof Mar- 
tel again relumed his armour ; and the rapidity of his march was only to be e- 
qualled by that of his fuccefs. The diftrefs of Stephen was relieved, and the 
perfidy of Aftolphus chaftifed. The Lombard was a fecond time compelled 
to fue for peace ; and to the former terms was added the ftipulation of an an- 
nual tribute of twelve thoufand fols of gold. 

It was on Pepin's return from this expedition that he poftponed the general 
alfembly from the firft of March to the firft of May. As cavalry began to be 
introduced into the French armies, during his reign, the neceffity of finding fo- 
rage caufed the diet to be thus delayed till a more commodious feafon of the year, 

* Sscund. Continuat. Fred. . f Annal. Fuld. ad Ann, 7564 J Anaft. in vita Stephan. Pap, 
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A. D. 757.] Pepin had now attained to the fctnmit of glory: the crown of 
Lombardy had, on the death of Aftolphus, through Ins intervention, been con- 
ferred on Bidier ; the pope was indebted to him for a confiderablc extent of 
territory ; and the emperor courted his favour, and {pared no pains to fecurc 



liamei 



fome regulations were adopted with regard to marriages. The leprofy was ad- 
judged a fufficient caufe for diffolving a marriage*; and the party who fuedfor 



the divorce was allowed to marry again. It appears from hence, that this difor- 

der was then very common. When the afiembly were about to feparate, am- 
baflTadors arrived from Conftantinople, loaded with magnificent prefents, among 
which was an organ, the firft that had been feen in Francet. Pepin gave it to 
the church of Saint Corneille, at Compiegne. All thefe advances, however, on 



Confta 



monarch returned attention with attention, but pcrfiAed in fecuring to the pope 
the pofleffion of the Exarchate and the Pcntapolis. 

On the death of Stephen, his brother Paul fucceededto the chair of Saint Pe- 
ter, and experienced from Pepin an equal degree of protection with his prede- 
ceflbr. The repofe of France was again difturbed by a general revolt of the 
impatient Saxons ; but their endeavours to break only ierved to rivet their 
chains; they were fpeedily fubdued, and reduced to unconditional fubmiffi on F. 
The news of this llicccfs filled with confternation nil the enemies of Pepin. 
The king of the Sclavonians fent him an offer of tribute, and acknowledged 
himfelf the vaffal of France. The king of Lombardy, too, who had recently 
made an irruption into the papal territories,. followed his example. 

A. D. 759, 760, 761.] This victorious monarch was every where fucceff- 
ful. Narbonne, after refitting the terrors of a blockade, during three years, 
fubmitted to his domination, on the fole condition of preferving the Roman 
laws, which its inhabitants had conftantly followed, and which ftill prevail in 
Septimania. Gaifre, duke of Aquitaine, was the next that experienced his re- 
fentment : that prince, having ufarped the pofleflions of feveral churches 1 that 



fummoned 



army 



Gaifre, however, had again recourfe to arms ; and this fecond revolt produced a 
war which lafted.fome years, and at length terminated [A. D. 768.] in the death 
of Gaifre, and in the re-annexation of the duchy of Aquitaine to the crown of 
France. During this conteft, Taffilon, duke of Bavaria, renounced his homage 
to the French king, and prepared to aflcrt by arms his claim of independence. 
But intimidated by the misfortunes of Gafre, he was induced to feek a reconli- 
atibn; and, by his ready fubmifiion, difarmed the refentment of the viftor. " 
A. D. 768.] Soon after thefe achievements, Pepin was feizedwith a flow fe- 
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ver, at Xaintes, was conveyed with difficulty to Saint Denis, and there expired 
of a dropfey, in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and the feventeenth of his 
reign. He was interred at the place where he died; and was buried, according 
to his own orders, at the church-door, with his face downwards, and in the poi- 
ture of a penitent. By his wife Bertha, or Bertrude, daughter of Charibert, 
count of Laon, he had four fons — Charlemagne, who fucceeded to the kingdom 
of Neufcria ; Carloman, v/ho governed Auftrafia; Pepin, who died in his infan- 
cy ; and Gilles, a monk, in the monaftery of Saint Sylveftre. He had alio three 
daughters — Rothade, Adelaide, and Gifele : the two firft died young, and the 
third took the veil at the abbey of Chelles. 

Pepin pofleffed great martial abilities, and great political talents; hence his 
fkill and fuccefs were equal in the cabinet and the field. Under his aulpices, 
France attained that flrength and confequence, which enabled his fon to purfue 
his triumphant career of grcatnefs. But amidft the fplendour of his virtues his 
vices and defefts have been totally forgotten. Not one of his biographers has, 
in the delineation of his character, noticed the afTailination of Theodald, fon of 
Grimoaid ; the defpotic authority which he exerted over his lawful fovereign ; 
the violation of his oath, in depofing Childeric, and taking poiTeliion of the 
throne; or the tyrannical confinement of his brother Carloman in a convent. 
Thefe are weighty defers ; and, though oppofed by many great and glorious 
anions, are fiirely fuflicient not only to preclude indifcriminate commendation, 
but to command a con fider able degree of cenfure. 

Pepin acquired the furname of fliort from his diminutive form, which became 
a fubject of pleaiantry to fome of his courtiers. The king, being informed of 
their remains, determined to convince them of their error : with this view, he 
caufed a combat to be exhibited, at the abbey of Ferrieres *, between a lion and 

a bull. The former, having thrown down his adverfary, Pepin tinned to the 
noblemen, who were prefent, and a/ked, which of them had courage enough to 
feparate or kill the furious combatants. The bare propofal made them all fhu el- 
der — not a foul replied.— I will do it then myfelf, faid the monarch calmly.- 
He accordingly drew his fabre, leaped into the arena, attacked and killed the lion, 
and then turning to the bull, aimed fo fevere a blow at his head, that he fepara- 
ted it from his body. The whole court were aftonifned at this prodigious exer- 
tion of courage and ftrength. The nobles, who had indulged their wit at the 
expenfe of the king, were confounded. Pepin, turning towards them, exclaim- 
ed in a lofty tone — David was fmall, but he overthrew the proud giant who 
had dared to treat him with contempt." * 

This ferocious kind of amufement was common in thefe times. The kings 
not only exhibited combats of wild beads to the people, but they frequently in- 
dulged themfelves with this favourite diverfion within the precin&s of the palace. 



* Monach. San — gal. 1. ii. c. 23 
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The plenary courts, {cours plenieres) alio formed one of their principal amufc- 
ments ; thefe were thofe famous affemblies, which all the nobles were obliged to 
attend, on an invitation from the king. They were holden twice a year, at 
Chriffrnas and E after, generally for the celebration of a marriage, or fome other 
great rejoicing ; they lafted a week; the place in which they were holden Mas 
fometinies the royal palace, fometimes a celebrated city, and fbmetimes a raft 
plain ; but always in a fpacious place, capable of affording convenient accom- 
modations for all the nobility in the kingdom: the ceremony commenced by a 
folemn mafs* ; and the prieft who performed it, before he read the epiftle, plac- 
ed the crown on the king's head, which the monarch wore till he went to bed. 
During the whole time of the feflival, the king always dined in public, and the 
moft diftinguifhed dukes and prelates fat with him at table : there was a lecond 
table for the abbots, counts, and ether noblemen ; profufion, rather than deli- 
cacy, was the leading char after iftic of both. On the removal of each coiuTe, 

the flutes and obois played. When the entremets were ferved, three heralds at 
arms, each with a rich cup in his hand, cried out three times, cc Bounty of the 
moft powerful of kings!" and then threw gold and filver to the people, who 
collected it with loud acclamations of joy. This diftribution was announced 
and accompanied by a flourifh of mufical inftruments. 

The amufements of the afternoon confifted of fifhing, gaming, hunting rope- 
dancing, juggling, farce-playing, and pantomimical representations.. The pan- 
tomimes, or buffoons, are reprefented as poflefied of admirable Mil in training 
dogs, bears, and apes, to afts of imitation and mimicry. Thefe animals had 
parts afiigned them in their different performances. Such was the tafte of the 
times. Plenary courts were particularly in vogue during the reign of the Car- 

lovingian monarchs ; they were lupported with unuiual magnificence under 
Charlemagne, when they were attended, by dukes and counts, who came from 
the fartheft extremity of this vaft empire, each accompanied by a brilliant 
court, and incurring an expenfe equal to that of his fovereign. 

This magnificence began to diminifk from the time of Charles the fimple, the 
revenues of whofe immediate fucceffors were inadequate to fupport the expenfe 
of fuch Iplendid feftivals. They were revived, however, by Hugh Capet, con- 
tinued by Robert, and maintained in their preftine fplendour by Saint Lewis : 
Charles the feventh, finding them extremely burthenfome to the ft ate, finally a- 
bolifhed them. The abolition was prudent, fince they led the nobility to ruin 
themfeives at play, and the monarch to exhauft his treafurcs. At each of thefe 
feftivals the king was obliged to give new drcflestothe officers of his houfhould, 
as well as to thofe who belonged to the queen and the princes. Thence came 
the word livery , becaufe thefe drefles were delivered at the king's expenfe. In 
fhort, the whole expenfes attending the plenary courts, amounted to an im- 

* Ducange Differt. iv. fur leRegnede S, Louis. 
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menfe fum . If there was any veffel on the fide-board of great value, or any 
fcarce and curious jewel in the crown, cuftom required that the king fhoulcl 
make a prefent of it to fome one. In the room of thefe plenary courts, fefti- 
vals were eftablifhed, which, though devoid of that cumbrous magnificence that 

marked the former, were diftinguiflied by the fofter and more pleafmg allure- 
ments of gallantry, politenefs, andtafte. 
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A. D. 769-] PEPIN, aware of the fuperior talents of his fort Charles, had 
bequeathed him Auftrafia j from a confcioufnefs that the reftlefs £|^irit of the 
German nations, and the unfettled ftate of affairs in Italy, would afford him an 
ample field for the difplay of his courage. According to this divifion, Carlo- 



man 



and of Aquitain*. But fuch is the negleft of ancient authors, that not a word is 
faid of Neuftria, one of the moft valuable portions of the French empire. The 
laft will of the deceafed monarch, however, was not fulfilledt. The nobles, 
paying no attention to it, aflembled in order to proceed to a new divifion of the 
realm ; by which Neuftria, Burgundy, and Aquitaine, were given to Charles ; 
and Auftrafia, with all French Germany, to Carloman. The two brothers were 



crowned th 



Noy 



A. D. 770-1 But the harmony that fubfifted between them was fpeedilyin- 



ambition. The 



Auftrafia. Carloman was 



flames 



folatingthe empire, when their attention was attra&ed by another object of their 
mutual enmity. This was Hunalde, the old duke of Aquitaine, who, fuddenly 
burfting from the fetters of a monaftic life, which he had patiently borne for 
more than twenty years, aflumed the garb of royalty, and was received by his 
lubjefts with the moft unequivocal demonftrations of joy. The moft important 
cities freely opened their gates to their long-loft fovereign; and a conquefc, the 
laborious achievement of leveral vears. was threatened to be overturned in a few 



* 
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weeks. Charles was fenfible how much his own reputation was concerned to 
oppofe the torrent : his entreaties perfliaded the reluftant Carloman to take the 
field; but the forces of the royal confederates had fcarcely formed a junction, 
before the fickle prince withdrew, with the troops immediately attached to his 



ftandard, and left his brother to fupport alone the weight of the war**. The 
commanding genius of Charles fupplied the deficiency of his numbers ; the duke 
of Aquitaine, defeated in a deciiive battle, efcaped with difficulty to the terri- 
tories of Lupus, duke of Gafcony, who furrendered him to his enemy ; and the 
captive Hunalde was difmiffed to a prifon; 

The fuccefs of Charles induced Didier, king of the Lombards, and Taffilon, 
duke of Bavaria,- who had planned hoftilities againft him to forego their defigns. 
The former endeavoured to fecure the friendship of the youthful monarch by a 
double alliance. He had a ion and a daughter ; the former he propofed to mar- 
ry to the princefs Gifele, fifter to Charles, and the latter to Charles himfelf^ 
though he was already married to Himiltrude, by whom he had a fon. This 
confideration, however, was inadequate to make him defift from the purfuit of 
a plan whence, he conceived, fo many advantages muft enfue. A negociation 
was accordingly entered into ; and, notwithftanding the violent oppofition of 
the pope, who, in his holy inve&ive againft the Lombards, reproached them with 
the firft ftain of leprofyt, terminated in the repudiation of Himiltrude, and the 
conciufionof the projected marriage.- But Charles foon reje&ed his new wife, 
on account of fome fecret infirmities!, which prevented her from bearing chil- 
dren; and transferred the title and rank of queen to Hildegarde, who was defcen- 
ded from a noble Suevian family. 

A. D. 771.3 In the midft of thefe tranfa&ions, Carloman died atSamancy^ 
near Laon, and was interred at the abbey of Saint Remi, at Rheims. He left 
two fons, Pepin and Siagre ; but neither of them was permitted to fucceedhim ; 
the Auftrafians, imprefled with refpeft for the talents of Charles, acknowledged 
him for their fovereign. Gex^berga, the widow of Carloman, trembling for the 
fate of her children)), fled with them into Lombardy, where they were received 
with great affeftion by Didier, who was eager to embrace any opportunity of re- 
venging the infult offered to his daughter. The court of Lombardy foon be- 
came an afylum for all the enemies of the French monarchy; Hunalde, having 
efcaped from prifon, repaired thither ; and feveral of the Auftrafian nobles, dif- 
gufted with the government of Charles, took refuge with his enemy, 

A. D. 7.72.] Charles was not ignorant of thefe proceedings ; but his imme- 
diate attention was called to another quarter. A revolt of the Saxons engag- 
ed him in a war, which, with fome fhort intervals, exercifed his perfevering va- 
lour during thirty-three years. From the Rhine, and beyond the Elbe, 'the mar- 

• * * 

* Egin. in Ann, + Epift. 45. in cod. Carpi. J Monach, San — gal.l. ii. c. z6» ; 
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tial inhabitants of the north of Germany were ftill inimical to the government 
and religion of the French ; they reje&ed with contempt the fervile obligation 
of tribute ; and, in fucceflive engagements, difplayed a ferocious courage, which 
could only be repulied by the veteran intrepidity of v the troops of Charles, 
This firft war was occafioried by an irruptiou of the Saxons into the territories 
of France. 

Charles entered their country, and laid -wafte aH>before him; ftill, far from 
being intimidated, they offered him battle ; but fortune proving unfavourable, 
they were obliged to bend beneath the yoke of the vi&or*. Town after town 
was taken ; their temples were demolifhed, and their idols broken in pieces. 
Finding their inability to refifl, the Saxons fiied for mercy, and obtained it. 

Charles having exafted from them twelve hoftages, as a pledge of their future 
fubmiffion, returned home, and prepared for an expedition into Italy. 

A. D. 773.] Pope Stephen was dead, and had been fucceeded by Adrian, 
who was no fboner in poffefTion of the papal dignity, than he fent to the king 
of Lombardy, to demand reftitution of fome places belonging to the patrimony 
of Saint Peter, which he ftill retained. That prince, inftead of fending an an- 
fwer to his requifition, advanced towards Rome, at the head of a powerful ar- 
my, and took with him the two fons of Carloman, on whom he wanted the pope 
to confer the crown of Auftrafia. But Adrian, being convinced that the only 
means of efcaping from the domination of the Lombards was by fecuring the 
proteftion of the king of France, perfevered in his refufal to crown the young 
princest ; and, profiting by this pretended mark of his attachment to Charles, he 
wrote the moft preffing letters to that monarch, to entreat he would march to 
his afliftance. Charles, averfe from engaging in this war, made fuch advantage- 
ous propofals to Didier, that he began to imagine he was become formidable to 

the French monarch. Imprefled with this idea, he rejefted the proffered terms; 
and was fbon furprifed to hear that Charles was advancing at the head of fuch 
a powerful army, that it was evident he not only meant to afEft the pope, but to 
conquer the whole kingdom of Lombardy. He had fkilfully evaded the forti- 
fied pofts of the Alps ; his prefence difperfed the army of the Lombards ; and, 
while Didier, with the old duke of Aquitaine, who had efcaped from prifon, took 
fhelter in Pavia, his fon Adalgife, with the widow and children of Carloman, 
fought immediate fafety in Verona. Both cities were befieged at the fame mo- 
ment by the impatient activity of Charles. Verona was foon compelled to fur- 
render ; Adalgife efcaped to Conftantinople ; the widow, and two fons of Car- 
loman difappeared, and none of them were ever heard of after, till an account 
of the fate of Siagre, the eldeft fon, was received by the celebrated BoufTet, 
biffrop of Meux, in an ancient manufcript, fent him from the abbey of Saint 
Pons, at Nice. This manufcript contained the life of that prince, written by 

* Egin. in vit, Carol. Mag* t Anaft, in Adrian* 
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a contemporary author ; by which it appears, that he perfuaded his omcle to 
found the faid convent, where he affirmed the monaftic habit, and lead fuch a 
life of fan&ity, that pope Adrian was induced to take him from the convent and 
make him bifliop of Nice. He was afterwards canonized. 

A. D. 774O Didier difplayed great courage in the defence of his capital. 
The ftrength of the place, the abundance of every thing that was neceffary for 
a vigorous refinance ; the number and bravery of the troops it contained; and, 
laftly, the prefence of the fovereign, who was fighting for his crown — all con- 
fpired to perfuade Charles, that its reduction would prove a work of confidera- 
ble time. This determined him to convert the fiege into a blockade, and to pay 
a fhort vifit to Rome. He was received by Adrian with the moft grateful marks 
of attention ; but that artful pope, in the midft of his civilities, did not for- 
get his intereft. The king having accompanied him to the church of St. Peter, 
Adrian conjured him tp remember the donation which his father made to it*. 
Charles immediately ordered it to be read to him, and afterwards confirmed it 
with his mark — -for though one of the mofl learned men of the age, he could 
not write. The only return which the king received for this pious offering, was 
that code of the holy canons which was ufed by the Roman church. It compri- 
fed all thofe which Dionyfius the Little had colle&ed in the fixth century, that 
is to fay, the fifty-firft of thofe which are falfely attributed to the apoftles j thofe 
of Nicsea, Ancyra, Neocefara, Gangra, Antioch, Laodicea, Conftantinople, Chal- 
cedon, Sardis, and of fome African councils. To thefe were added the epiftles 
of the popes, from Siricius to Horaiifdas. This code, with the letters of Gre- 
gory the fecond, and the falfe decretals compofed by Ifidorus, was all the eccle- 
fiaftical law which the French had, till long after the commencement of the 
third race of kings. It is dedicated to the Liberator of Rome. The prelimi- 
nary epiftle, compofed by Adrian, is a poem in praife of Charles : each verfe 
begins with a letter of his name. 

The king, on his return to Pavia, preffed the fiep*e with great vigour ; the 
arms of the French were feconded by an internal enemy, and the ravages of the 
plague determined the inhabitants to implore the clemency of Charles. The 
old duke of Aquitaine fell a facrifice to his conftancy in oppodng the tumultu- 
ous clamour of the people ; the gates were thrown open— the kingdom of the 
Lombards was finally extinguiflied, and their unhappy monarch, Didier, was 
fent to a convent in France, where he affumed the habit of a monk. At Milan, 
the viftor was crowned king of Lombardy. 

On the ruins of Lombardy a new monarchy was raifed, which afterwards a£ 
fumed the appellation of the kingdom of Italy. It comprifed not only Piedmont, 
the duchy of Montferrat, the republic of Genoa, the duchies of Parma and Mo- 
dena, Tufcany, the Milanefe, Brefcie, Verona and Friuli, but all that country 

Egln. in Vita Carol. Mag. 

X2 



164 HISTORY OF PRANCE. 

which Charles had given, to. the pope — that is, the Exarchate of Ravenna, the. 
Pentapolis, the Terra Sabina, Terracina, the duchies of Spoleto and Benevento, 
the March of Ancona, the diftrifts of Ferrara and Bologna ; and, if x\naftalius, 
the librarian, may be credited, the ifland of Corlica, the provinces of Venice and 
Iftria, Mantua, and the duchy of Reggio. But though Charles extended the 
papal dominions*, he was careful to reftrain the temporal authority of the pope 
within due bounds. All affairs were conducted in Rome by the king's orders. 
The money coined there bore his imprefiion; the public afrs were dated accor- 
ding to the years of his reign ; an appeal lay to his officers from all the fentences 
pronounced by the popes with regard to their vafTals ; the fovereign pontiffs 
themfelves had recourfe to the juftice of the French monarch in their own per- 
fonal concerns. * t 

A. D. 775.] Such was the ftate of affairs in Italy when Charles wasfummon- 
edto repafs the Alps, in order to reftrain the deftruAiv e incurfions of the Saxons, 
who had already re-afTumed their arms, and recovered Erefbourg, near the 
Wefer, which they had loft in the former campaign. That city, at the. appear- 
ance of the French monarch, was again compelled to change its m after ; but a 
confiderable detachment of French troops, appointed to guard the pafTages, and 
feparated from their companions by the broad ftream of the river, was, in the 
moment of heedlefs confidence, overwhelmed by the crafty barbarians. This 
check, with new difturbances in Italy, induced Charles to receive, with hoftages 
from the different tribes, the doubtful profeffions of the Saxons ; and, after 
ftrengthening the fortifications of Ereffcourg, he direfted his march to the weft. 

A. D. 776, 777, 778.] The clouds which obfcured Italy, and which had been 
fwelled by the intrigues of the emperor , of the eaft, and the fugitive Adalgife, 
the Ton of Didier, were difpelled by the prefence of the monarch: but the 
ftorm ftill fhook the north with unabated violence, and the boafted works of 
Ere Ibourg were fwept away by the fury of the tempeft. Charles, by his rapid 

return, furprifed the Saxons in the fiege of Sigebourg, and his unexpected ap- 
pearance once more renewed their profeffions of loyalty . The fortifications of 
Erefbourg were reftored, new forts were conftrufted along the Lippe ; an afiem- 
bly of the barbarous chiefs was holdenatPaderborn, in WeftphaJUa; and Charles 
haying received their homage, prepared, at the folicitation of jjlbinalarabi, lord~ 
of Saragofla, to march into Spain, and to reftore the fuppliant Emir. 

• The authority of the exiled Arabian was reftored by the prowefs of the chris- 
tian monarch ; who reduced Pampeluna, traverfed the Ebro, and fuccefsfully 
invefted the city of Saragofla. The rebellious followers of Chrift and Mahomet 
were impartially punifhed by the defender of infulted Sovereignty; and the 
March. of Spain, which the victor inftituted, extended from the Pyrenees .to the 

river Ebro, Barcelona was the reftdence of a French governor; he obtained 

p 
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the counties of Rouffillon and Catalonia; and the kingdoms of Navarre ancIAr- 
ragon were fubj eft to his jurifdiftion. But, on his return, his rear-guard was 
attacked and defeated in the Pyrenean mountains ; and this aft ion, which has 
beenfo much celebrated in romance for the death of the famous Roland, feems 
to impeach the military fkill and prudence of Charles. 

The return of Witikind a Saxon chief, who had twice retired from the vic- 
torious arms of Charles, to the friendly court of Denmark, again roufed the la- 
tent fpark of independence in the martial bofoms of his countrymen. They ad- 
vanced as far as the Rhine, ravaged the whole country from Duitz to Coblentz, 
plundering the churches, burning the monafteries, violating the facred perfons 
of the nuns, arid putting all who fell in their way to the fword, without diftinc- 
tion of age or fex.* Charles was at xAuxerre, when he received intelligence of 
this new revolt ; he immediately difpatched fuch troops as were neareft the 
frontiers, in fearch of the enemy, whom they came up with at a place called 
Lihefi, fituated on the banks of the Eder, in the principality of HefTe. The 
battle was obftinate and bloody ; but viftory at length decided in favour of the 
French, who, in revenge of the exceffes committed by the barbarians on the 
Pdiine, gave no quarter, but left the whole army dead on the field. 
. A. D. 779. ~] The latenefs of the fealbn not permitting the French to : purfue 
their advantage, the king aifembled a parliament at his palace of Heriftal, where 
feveral excellent regulations, or capitularies, were adopted, both ecclefiafiical 
and fecular.t The moft remarkable of thefe relate to theft, and the franchifes 
of the church. The right of afylum was fubjeft to a thoufarid abufes. Charles 
did not dare to authorise violence in order to force the criminal from liis facred 
afylum ; but a canon was pafled t to prohibit fuch as fhould take refuge on ac- 
count of any capital crime, at the foot of the altar, from receiving any food or 
nourifhment whatever. This was a ferious attack on the privilege of ecclefiaftic 
immunity, of which the bilhops were extremely jealous. But all their attempts 

to elude it proving unavailing, it was decreed — That theft fliould, the firft 
time, be punifhed by the lofs of an eye 5 the fecond time, by that of the nofe ; 
and the third time, by death. § 

The affembly was no fooner difTolved, than Charles pa{Ted the Pdiine, at the 
head of a numerous army. The Saxons had the courage to wait for him on the 
banks of the Lippe 5 where their army was cut in pieces. The viftor then ad- 
vanced as far as the Wefer ; where deputies from the nation came to renew 
thofe oaths which they had fo repeatedly violated. He again pardoned them ; 
but on" condition that they fhould admit priefts and prelates to refide among 
them, || and engage to attend the diet, which he appointed to be holden the en- 
fuing fpring, at Horheim, on the banks of the Onacre. s The Saxons were faith- 
ful to their. promife. Every means, which prudence could fuggeffc was adopted 

* Ann. Metens. + Tom, xi. Cdncil. Gall. % Can, 8, " § Can. 9, 11, 12, 24. || An. Moifiiac. 
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to prevent a repetition of revolts, and feveral of the barbarians received bap- 
til m . The king was fenfible of the infincerity of their converfion, but behfo 



and fatisfaftion. 



an appearance of-eeixt 



1 The Greeks had, for fome time 



tain pofTeffions belonging to the pope, which was lituated in the province of Na- 
ples ; and the fovereign pontiff, in order to make reprifals, had feized Terrs- 
cina. The affair was fubmitted to negociation ; but, in the mean time, the 
Imperialifts retook all the places that had been taken from them . The con- 



refufed 



accomodation. The 



him 



jaife an army of militia, to enable him to exadt juftice from his enemies. He 
gave him notice, at the fame time, that the duke of Benevento continued to 
hold a correfpondence with prince Adalgife. Charles, who had the eftablifli- 



ment of his children in view, fent him word that before the end of the year he 
would vifit Italy himfelf. The French king had four fons — Fepin, by his- firft 
wife ; and Charles, Carloman, and Lewis, by queen Hildegarde. Neuftria, 
Burgundy, and Auftrafia were deftined for the two eldeft ; and he had a fcheme 
in contemplation for infuring a part of his lucceffion to the two youngeft, whom, 
for that purpofe, he took with him into Italy. They left Worms, attended by 
a numerous and fplendid court, and arrived in Lombardy towards the end of 
autumn. His prefence fufficed to difiipatethe clouds of fa&ion ; and the pope's 
difpute with the empire was terminated to the fatisfadion of Adrian. 

Having pafTed the winter at Pavia, he went to celebrate the feftival of Eafter 
at Rome ; where the pope, at his requeft, baptized Carloman by the name of 
Pepin, crowned Mm king of Lombardy, and confecrated prince Lewis as king 
of Aquitaine. The firft of thefe kingdoms extended, as we have before obfer- 
ved,J from the Alps to the OfFanto ; and the duchy of Bavaria was afterwards 
annexed to it. The laft comprifed Poitou, Auvergne, Perigcrd, the Lirocufin, 
and Gafcony. The new Italian monarch remained in his own dominions ; of 
which Milan became the capital, and Ravenna the place of his relldence. Yourg 
Lewis was carried back to France in a cradle ; he was then only in his fourth 
year. At Orleans, cloaths and arms, fuitable to his age and ftature, were 
made for him ; he was then mounted on a horfe, and conduced to Aquitaine, 
where he received the homage of the nobles and people. 

The abbe Velly, tells us, that it was during this journey to Italy that Charles 
held many conferences with Alcuinus, a celebrated Englishman, who had been 
induced to vifit the king, from the high chara&cr which he had heard of him, 
The fadh is true, but the motive is miftated. 

+ Epift. 64, in Cod. Caroljn. * $ Annal. Eginard. et aim 
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Alcuinus was librarian * to Egbert, archhifhop of York, and brother to Ead- 
bart, king of Northumberland. Being highly difringuifhed for his talents, he 
was felefted by OfFa, king of Mercia, as a proper perfon to fend on an embafly 
to Charles. This was the motive of his journey to' the continent, where Charles 
conceived fo great an eiteem and friendship for him, that he earneftly folicited, 
and at length prevailed upon, him to fettle at his court, and become his precep- 
tor in the fciences.t Alcuinus accordingly inftrufted him in rhetoric, logic, 
mathematics, and divinity ; and he acquitted himfelf of his talk info able a man- 
ner, that he became one of the king's chief favourites. " He was treated with 
" fo much kindnefs and familiarity," (fays Muratori, a contemporary writer) 
by the emperor, that the other courtiers called him, by way of eminence, 
" — the emperor's delight "X Charles engaged his learned favourite to write 
againft the heretical opinions of Felix, bithop of Urgel, in Catalonia, and to 
defend the orthodox faith againft that herefiarch, in the council of Francfort, 
holden in 894 ; which he performed to the entire fatisfaftion of the king and 
council, and even to the conviftion of Felix and his followers, who abandoned 
their errors. j| An academy was eftablifhed by Charles, in the royal palace, over 
which Alcuinus prefided, and in which the princes and chief nobles were educa- 
ted ; other academies were alfo eftablifhed in the principal towns of Italy and 
France, at his inftigation, and under his inlpettion.§ " France" (fays Cave^f) 
" is indebted to Alcuinus for all the polite learning it boafted of in that and the 
following ages. The univerfities of Paris, Tours, Fulden, SoilTons, and ma- 
ny others, owe to him their origin and increafe ; thofe of which he was nei- 
ther fuperior nor founder being, at leaft, enlightened by his do&rine and ex- 
ample, and enriched by the benefits he procured for them from Charlemagne. 
Alcuinus, at length, with great difficulty, obtained permiffion from Charles 
to retire from court to his abbey of Saint Martin at Tours. Here he maintain- 
ed a correspondence by letters with the king, (whom he ftiles king David, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of that age, of giving fcripture names to princes) by which 
it appears, that both Charles and his learned friend were animated with the 
molt ardent love of religion and learning, and conftantly employed in contriving 
and executing the nobleft defigns for their advancement.** 

A. D. 782, 783.3 . But to refume the thread of our hiftory — Charles having 

fettled his affairs in Italy, returned to Saxony, where he held a parliament in 
his camp, on the banks of the Lippe. The attention of this affembly was chief- 
ly directed to the adoption of means for ftifiing the fpirit of revolt ; and they 
imagined that they had effe&ually fulfilled this objeft of their convention ; but 

m 

* See a poetical account of the contents of Egbert's library, at York, then one of the beft colleftions in 
the world. Alcuinus de Pontificibus et Sanftis Ecclefiae Ebor. apud Gale. t. i. p. 730. 

+ W. Malmf. 1. i. c, 3. JMurat. Antiq, t. i. p. 131. || Du Pin. Hift. Ecclef. Cent. 8. § Crevier 
Hift. des Unircrf. de Paris, t. i. p. 26, &c. 5 Cave Hift. Literar. fee. viii. p. 496. ** Epiftolae Al- 
cuini apud. antiq. leftion. Caniffii, t. ii. 
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the French troops had fcareely paffed the -Rhine, when Witikind again' excited 
that martial people to aifert their native claim of independence. Charles, en- 
gaged in other projects, fent three of his. lieutenants to chafrife them. " Thefe 




niy, they proved fatal to the canfe they were calculated to promote. - The 



thi 



Tcuderic 



refolved to engage without giving him notice of their intention. They accord- 
ingly broke up their camp in great hafte, and marching towards the Saxons, 
who had pitched their tents at the foot of a mountain near the Wefer, attacked 
them with all that confidence which troops long accuftomed to fuccefs are opt 
to feel. The Saxons, however, fuftained the firft onfet with fuccefsful vigour ; 
and by a rapid extenfion of their wings, contrived to take their enemy in flank, 

when the diforder becam 

efcaped took refuge in the camp of Tcuderic. Many 
diftinftion were killed, and among others Gellon, the king's conftable. 

The office of Conftable began to acquire importance at this period, although 
it had not yet arrived at that degree of grandeur and power which it afterwards 



e cenerai, ana me liaugnter dreadful. The 



enjoyed. The 
ftables 



ifter of the horjt 



cers under him, who were called marefchals. Some of the conftables diftin- 
guiflied themfelves fo highly by their courage and conduit, that they were em- 
ployed by their fovereigns in the molt important affairs of ftate, and entrufted 
with the command of fleets and armies ; but they only atted under a tempo- 
rary commifiion. It was Matthew the Second, lord of Montmorency, who 
made the dignity of conftable the firft military rank, under the reigns of Phi- 
lip Auguftus, Lewis the Eighth, and Lewis the Ninth. That of marefchals 
was raifed in proportion ; and at laft, took the place of the former. The con- 
ftable was chief of the army and council ; he took rank of the chancellor, even 
in the parliament ; he appointed the officers, and gave orders to the troops. 
The kins: himfelf, if an ancient deed in the chambers of. accounts at Paris 



m ay b 
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fuppreifed by Lewis the Thirteenth. • m > . 

A. D. 784, 785'.] The defeat of his army proved a fource of uneafinefs to 
Charles, who was little accuftomed to the reception of fimilar intelligence. He 
immediately marched into Saxony, with a full refolution to inflict exemplary 



men 



reign invader. At his approach their troops difperfed, and their nobles flocked 



met 



4 



787-] 



CHARLEMAGNE, " I 69 



, • • " '•- . * ' T 

P * Mm 



oppofitibn, he feized four 1 thoufand five hundred of the infurgents, .and ordered 
them: to be beheaded;; as an example to their countrymen. After this unprece- 
dented; execution,^ by which he rfelihqiiiftiedUiis claim to humanity, without at- 
taining the. fubmiffion > of Saxony, he went to pafs the winter at Thionville. 
There he loft his v queen Hildegarde, who was highly regretted by the natibnj 
and ::£ome : time after he married Fafirade,;the daughter of a French nobleman. - 
* The confterriation occasioned by the recent ilaughter of the Saxons, was foon 
converted into rage and defpain Witikind, that brave warrior, whom no threats, 
could intimidate, no dangers appal, accompanied by duke x\lbion, again roufed 
his countrymen to arms. Thein^ general, and the fpirit of the 

infurgents fb determined, that three bloody defeats were inadequate to reftraiu 
their attempts^ arid reduce them to fubmiffion*. , But clemency; effected what 
force could not operate. Charles, filled with efteem for the unt ame able ^cou- 
rage bf Witikind, offered him an unconditional pardon, with hoftages for the 
performance of his prpmife. The noble Saxon, fubdued by this inftance of 
gerierofity,' repaired to the afferiibly at Paderborn, and from thence to the pa- 
lace of Artigny, on the river Aifne, where Charles received him with fo much 
kindnefs, ' that he became a convert to his government and faith* He was ac- 
cording after his admiffion into the ; bofom '6 the church, he led 
a life of exemplary piety. Some authors: pretend, .that : the illuilrious family 
which now govern France are defcended froni hiiri. 'Albion followed his exam-, 
pie they both returned to their own coi^ where they: kept the people in a: 
ftateVof .ifubmiffi faithful to God arid theit Mng. f . ^ \ r 

The expedition into Saxony had riearly proved fatal to Charles^ -l^s he was 
in purfuit of Witikind arid -Albion.' who had retired Jbeyorid the Elbe: he Veceiv- 
ed infdrriiatibri of a cohfpiracy agaihft his life; " It has been fuppofed that the 
riew queicn was the aiitliorefs of it ; Eginard fpeaks of hfer ;.^;^;^om^:jBlddi^ed , 



to cruelty ; / arid fays, that Charles was : too condefcendiug to hert V. = Whoever 
gave rile to ; v the eprifpiracyj it apjieared • foririidable- 'ffbrirVthd' 1 number and 
rank of thb it : forturiately . hbwfever, : it w : as attend- 



ed with 0 iio -bad dorifequerices; , On its difcovery, count- Haftradei one of the 




penerice a ^ cpntiritial ^interruption tif its tranquility.; ^ j A revest of the Britons 
nbyi called- ; tl?.e '•• attention;; bfGharles, ; Who : had rib ; chaftife d'; the" infi^entS) 

than he rep 4 r ^-^ 

of; Ms-e^emies..^ dominions ^ ^ Aregile, duke of BeneveritOj^who 
was di(p gave iip; liis plan, arid ferit; llim his fecori^ fori 

asa^^ge^ 

cb^iixg to iifri^ ferit ^^^^fiadors to compliinerit the king on; 
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his arrival, arid to allure him of their friend fhip. Taffilon, duke of Bavaria, 
imealy under a flats of depciidance, was ripe for revolt ; he now threw himfelf 
at the feet cf Charles, took a new oath of fidelity, and gave his el deft fon as an 
homage. But being afterwards induced to renew his intrigues, his holMlc ncgo- 
ciations were extended to the barbarian Huns, the emperor of the Greeks, and 
the fugitive Adalgife; he fomented the difcontents of the factious nobles of 
Aquitaine and Lombardy, but his fubje&s dreading in hisrafh defigns their own 
deduction, revealed the fecret of his perfidy to Charles ; and Taffilon, as he 
fearlefsly entered the diet of Ingelheim, [A. EF, 788.] was arrefted by the com- 
mand of the French monarch. The evidence of his guilt was inconteftable j 
he was condemned, with his two fons, to loofe his head ; but the puniflimcnt 
was commuted into monaftic confinement, and the principality of Bavaria was 
annexed to the dominions cf Charles. 

The fate of Taffilon cculd not avert the effe&s of his intrigues with the ene- 
mies of the ftate. The Huns had raifed two powerful armies to afiift the duke, 
one of which they led into Bavaria, to ravage the territory of France, and with 
the other they marched to Friuli, in order to ftippoit prince Adalgifc, who, al- 
fifted by the emperor, was preparing to invade the duchy of Benevento. 

The emprefs Irene, fearing that Charles might wrefc from the Creeks their 
remaining polleflions in Italy, had, fome time before, lent him a celebrated em- 
baffy, to 4 afk the hand of his eldefl daughter Rotrude for young Conftantine. 
The marriage was accordingly fettled, and the princefs betrothed. An eunuch 
named Elifee, was fent to fuperintend her education, to teach her the Greek lan- 
guage, and to inftruft her in the manners of the country over which Ihe was in- 
tended to reign. But this alliance never took place ; though who was the means 
of preventing its completion is not ascertained. Thcophancs, a contemporary 
writer, pretends that it was Irene, who was afraid that fuch an union might in- 
fpire her fon with a Ipirit of independence, and a clefire of holding the reins of 
government. Eginard, Charleses fecretary, allures us, it was Charles himfelf 
(who, from excefs of affeftion, could not bear to part with his daughter) that 
prevented the connection from taking place. Be that as it may, the emperor, 
after the marriage was broken off, made no fcruple openly to affifl the Lombards, 
who, in conjunction with the Greeks and Huns, now confpired to promote the 
expulfion of the French from Italy. But the king, without leaving Ratifbon, 
iflued his orders, and difpelled the llorm which threatened him. 

The Huns were entirely defeated both in Bavaria and Friuli : — A fecondtime 
they returned to the charge, and again experienced a fimilar fate. The Greeks 
were not more fortunate j and the Lombard] an prince was compelled to return 
to Conftantinople, where hepaffed a life of indolence and eafe. 

A. D. 789, 790.3 Charles took advantage of a fhort interval of repofe to fend 
envoys into Africa, Egypt, and Syria, in order to diitribute confiderable fums 

to thole chriftian churches, that were opprelfed by the tyranny of the infidels* 
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Thefe envoys were entrufted with magnificent prefcnts for Aaron, caliph of the 

to treat with humanity the chriftians that were efta- 



him 



bliflied in his dominions. That 



him 



fovereignty of the Holy Land, referving to himfelf the title of his lieutenant. 
Among other prefents which Charles fent him, was a pavilion made of fine linen 
cloth, of various colours ;t it was fo lofty that an arrow fhot from a bow could 
not attain its fummit,t and fo large, that it contained as many apartments as the 
moft fpacious palace. But what particularly attracted the attention of the cii- 

was a clock worked by water. The dial was compofed of twelve fmall 
which reprefented tlae diviflon of the hours ; each door opened at the 



nous, 
doors , 



numbe 



drum 



It 



might be told by the eye, what hour it was by the number of doors that were 
n: and by the ear, by the number of balls that fell. When it was twelve 



op 



o'clock, twelve horfemen in miniature iflued forth at the fame time, and mar- 



ching round the dial, fliut all the doors. 



king' 



tier the name of Homer, retired from court, and afTunied the jnonaftic habit. He 

■ V 

was a young nobleman of great talents ;§ and Charles's daughter Bertha was fo 
ftrieken with his perfonal accomplishments, that fhe liftened to his addrefles, and 
had two children by him — Nitard, who wrote the hiftory of his own times ; 
and Harnide, whofe fate is unknown. Eginard aflures us, that the king would 
never fulfer his daughters to marry which imprudent refolution gave rife to 
fome unpleafant circumftances, that he was prudent enough to conceal. This 
adventure, and Hiltrude's intrigue with another nobleman, named Odilon, cau- 
fed him no fmall uneafmefs. Rotrude, another of his daughters, alfo main- 
tained an amorous intercourfe with count Roricon, by whom fhe had a fon, na- 
med Lewis, who was abbot of Saint Denis, and chancellor of France, 



] 



chaftife the Huns, who 



re- 



newed their incurfions ; he accordingly entered their country, forced their en- 
trenchments, after an obftinate engagement, and penetrated as far as Raal, on 
the Danube ; an epidemic diforder, with the approach of winter, compelled him 
to retire j and his tranfient exultation was foon interrupted by a calamity of a 
dotneftic nature. 

A. D. 792.] His eldeft fon, Pepin, impatient to tafte the joys of empire, and 
envious of the eftabliihment of his younger brothers, confpired againft the life 
of his father. The unnatural nroiedt was revealed bv a prieft, named Fardulfe, 
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who had accidentally fallen afleep in the church where the confpirators affem- 
bled; he was awakened by a number of voices, and found the aflbciates delibe- 
rating on their laft meafures. Charles was fummoned from his bed to learn the 
guilt of his fon ; the parliament was affembled, and the criminals were condem- 
ned ; but the feelings of a father checlced the hand of juftice, and doomed Pe- 
pin to expiate his crime by a life of religious penitence. Fardulfe was rewar- 
ded with the' abbey of Saint Denis. 

A. D. 793.-] The two monarchs, Charles's other fons, haftened to Ratifbon 
on the firft news of the confpiracy, which was totally flopped, however, before 
their arrival. They were received with all the tendernefs which their zeal de- 
fended* ; and with all the honours that were due to them for the recent defeat 
of the rebels in the duchy of Benevento. Pepin ftaid but afhort time, as the 
jealous difpofltion of the Greeks rendered his prefence neceflary in Italy. Lewis 
remained with his father the whole winter, with an intention of accompanying 
him in his next expedition againft the Huns. But that project was fufpended 
by the news which Charles received from Saxony and Spain. Count Theude- 
ric had marched with an army of Frifians into Saxony, where he expcfted to 
find every thing in a ftate of perfect tranquility and fubmiflion j but he was fud- 
denly attacked at Ruftringen, and fuftained a total overthrow. The Saracens, 
on their fide, hacT taken Barcelona by furprife, forced the paffage of the Pyre- 
nees, burned the fuburbs ofNarbonne, defeated the duke of Touloufe, who had 
attempted to impede their progrefs, and ravaged the whole province of L an cue 



doc. The revolts of the Saxons, when left to their own exertions, were never 
confidered of much importance! ; but an excurfion of the Moors, about the 
fame time, excited more ferious apprehenfions. 



Charles fent young Lewis back to Aquitaine, in order: to oppofe the Sara- 
cens ; while he aflembled his own army^ with a view to terrify, though not 
immediately to attack, the Saxons. He had a grand project in contemplation: 
it was to open a communication between the ocean and the Euxine fea. This 
would have been an objeift of great utility, as well for internal commerce, as 
for his intended expedition againft the Huns ; nor was it very difficult of ac- 
complifhment, as he had only to form a junction between the Rednitz and the 
Athmul. The firft of thefe rivers mingles its waters, near Ramberg, with 
thofe of the Mein, which empties itfelf into the Rhine, near Mayence, and 
the Rhine flows on to the ocean: the laft, joins the Danube at Kelheim, and 
the Danube falls into the Euxine or Black Sea. The canal, by which this 
junction was to have been eifedled, was intended to be three hundred feet in 
width, and about two leagues in length. The whole army was employed in 
digging it ; they completed two thoufand yards of their work, but the foftnefs 
of the foil, the continual rains, the falling in of the earth, and the want of a 
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thouiand inventions, which are lo common in the prefent age, compelled them 
to defift ; and the little hope that remained of fuccefs, caufed the fcheme to be 
totally abandoned. 

A. D. 794-] About this period, Charles received intelligence that Iflem, king 
of Cordova, having been defeated in a bloody battle, with Alfonfo, fur named 
the Chajle, had recalled the Saracens from Languedoc. Pveleafed, therefore, 
from his fears on that iide, he determined to purfue his hoftile plans in Saxony. 

ut before he commenced his expedition, he afTembled the famous council of 
Francfort,* one of the moll celebrated of the weftern church. It was attended 
,by more than three hundred bifhops, from France, Germany, Lombardy, Eng- 
land, and Spain. The monarch appeared leated on his throne, with ail that au- 
thority which the chriftian emperors had formerly enjoyed in thefe religious a£- 
femblies. — The herefy of Felix, bifhop of Urgel, had fuperinduced the conven- 
tion of this council ; it was confequently the firft affair that occupied its atten- 
tion. That prelate, fupported by Elipand, archbifliop of Toledo, publicly main- 
tained, that Jefus Chrift, confidered in a natural view, was but the adopted Son 
of God ; by which he admitted two fons, and confequently two perfons. This 
do&rine, already condemned atEphefus, was unanimoufly profcribed atFrancfort. 

The next object of difcufllon, was the decifion of the fecond council of Nice 
on the worfhip of images. The abbe Velly,* in defending that decifion, which 
tended to eftablifh both the ufe and adoration of images, has been obliged to 
have recourfe to thofe frivolous and incompreheniible diftin&ions, of which 
the Nicene fathers availed themfelves,t probably for the purpofe of obfcuring 
what they were unwilling to elucidate, and what they forefaw would prove 
equally repugnant to religion and common fenfe. In contradiction to the abbe's 
aflertions, though we have, in moft cafes, the greatefl refpedl for his opinion, 
we mult contend, that a perufal of the canons of the council of Nice is fuflici- 
ent to convince any man, of the plaineft underflanding, that they were meant 
to enforce both the ufe and adoration of images. In this light were they con- 
fidered at the time by the prelates of England, who met for the purpofe of ex- 
amining them, by the orders of Offa, king of Mercia, who had received a copy 
of the canons, from Charles his friend and ally. They condemned them, u as 
u containing many things contrary to the true catholic faith, efpecially the wor- 
1 c /flip of images , which the catholic church utterly detefled and abhorred-/' 
This fentence of the Englifh bifhops had been tranfmitted to Charles, prior to 
the convocation of the council of Francfort, and the prelates who attended that 
council were convinced of its juftice; they adopted the fame opinion of the ca- 
nons of the council of Nice, an elaborate confutation of which they drew up in 
four books, which were publiftied in the king's name, and are commonly called, 

Eginard in Anna!, + Du Pin. Ecclef, Hift. Cent. 8. % M. Weftminfter, ad Ann. 793. 
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" The Carline Books*. " The abbe Velly is of opinion, that thefe prelates 
were niiftaken with regard to the interpretation of the condemned canons, and 
that this miflake was owing either to their ignorance of the Greek language, or 
to the introduction of falfe canons, inftead of thofe which were enabled by the 
fecend council of Nice, The firft fiippofition appears to us to be highly frivo- 
lous. Why are we to fuppofe that the fathers of Francfort were lefs learned 
than the Nicenc fathers ? Independent of their equality in point of rank, the 
former had a vaft fuperiority of numbers — there were three hundred prelates 
at the council of Francfort, and but one hundred and fifty, or thereabouts, at 
that of Nice — among the former too, was Alcuinus, who is confeffed by the abbe 
himfelf to have been a man of great learning, and profound erudition. The iecond 
fappofition is ftill more untenable ; for the interval between the two councils is 
fo fliort — that of Nice having met in 787, and that of Francfort in 794 — that it 
is grofsly improbable the fathers of the latter, could have been impoied on by 
a forgery, which muft imply a total ignorance of the canons enafted at the for- 
mer, when it is notorious too that a copy of the a£h of that council was fent 
into France. The members of the council of Francfort, therefore, were per- 
fectly juftified, in condemning what really tended to encourage a fpecies of ido- 
latry. 

Taitilon, the depofed duke of Bavaria, appeared at the affembly in the habit 
of a monk, to implore the clemency of Charles. He publicly confefled his re- 
peated violation of oaths, and formally renounced, as well for himfelf as his 
ions, all his pretentions to the duchy, which lie had forfeited by the treachery 
of his conduct. The king affigned him a pcnfion, and ordered him to be re- 
moved to the monaftery of Junieges, where hepaiTed the remainder of his days 
in company with his two Ions. 

Queen Faftrade died about this time. Charles, who had loved her to excels, 
lamented her lois with great bitternefs. But her pride and cruelty had render- 
ed her odious to the nation. . Twice had (he expofed the life of her hulband, as 
a reward for the fuper abundance of his kindnefs towards her. 

As foon as the council of Francfort was diffolved, the king marched againft 
the Saxons ; but the prefence of a monarch, who had fo frequently fignalized 
his prowefs to their coft, fpread fuch a confternation among them,t that, in- 
ftead of flying to arms, they haftened to proftrate themfelves at the feet of their 
inafter. Charles again received their fubmiffion, and.contented himfelf t with 
taking from them one third of their army, which he diftributed in different 

parts of his dominions. 

A. D. 795*] But even this diminution of their force proved inadequate to 
reftraki them from farther attempts. Charles had advanced, at the head of 
his troops, to the banks of the Elbe, in order to give audience to the king of 

* D« Pin. Ecclef. Hift. Cent. 8. + Chron. Moifiiac. ± Ann. FulJcns. 
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the Abodrites, v/henbe learned that that prince, who was a firm friend as well as 
an ally of the French, had been killed in an ambufcade prepared for him by 
the Saxons."*" He was fo enraged at the news, that he abandoned the whole 
country to the fury of his foldiery, who extended their depredations from one 

end of it to the ether, and flew above thirty thoufand inhabitants. 

A. D. 796.] Charles, in the courfe of this expedition, gave audience to 
the ambafladors of Theudon, a powerful chief of the Hans, who fent to air- 
fare him of the fubmiffion of that part of Pannonia over which he prefided. 
From thefe envoys he learned that the Huns were confiderably weakened by 
clomeftic commotions ; he therefore judged it a proper opportunity for attack- 
ing them. Ke fent orders for this purpofe to Henry, duke of Friuli, who - 
fulfilled his commiffion with alacrity and fuccefs. Having forced the capital, 
he found in it immenfe treafures, the fpoils of all the nations of Europe, 
which thefe barbarians had been accumulating for the lpace of two centuries. 
They were all fent to the Icing, who out of them diftributed rewards to his 
nobles and his foldiers, and, in fhort, to all that had ferved him with fidelity. 
A part of the fpoils were deftined for x\drian, but that pontiff died about this 
time, and his lofs was deeply lamented by Charles,t who ordered prayers to be 
read for the repofe of his foul, in ail the churches of his dominicdst, and 
wrote his epitaph in Latin verfe, which is engraven on his tomb, at the entrance 
of Saint Peter's church. Leo the Third, Adrian's fuccefTcr, fent legates to 
the king, to make known his elevation to the chair of Saint Peter, to carry 
him the ftandard of the city of Rome, and to beg he would fend feme one to 
receive from the Romans the oaths of fidelity and allegiancejj ; which fuflicient- 
ly proves that when the French kings ceded to the pope the Exarchate of Ra- 
venna and the Pentapolis, they by no means intended to give up the fovereignty 

of thofe territories. 

The Huns, in the mean time, facrificing private intereft to public good, had 
chofen a prince, and, under his conduft, had taken pofTeflion of one of their 
principal forts. Charles on this % news, caufed the king of Italy to collect the 
united forces of Lombardy and Bavaria, and march againft the new monarch, 
before he was in a fituation to oppofe him. Pepin§ accordingly traverfed that 
part of Pannonia, which is now called Auftria, and paffed the Danube, not far 
from the capital of the country. The prince haftenedto meet hhn, at the head 
of an army which was chiefly compofed of the principal nobility of the king- 
dom^"; the battle was long and bloody, but the Huns were at length, defeated, 

and their brave commander flain ; the city of Ringa was next reduced, pilla- 
ged, and levelled with the ground; the garrifon were put to the fwerd, and 
the inhabitants driven beyond the Teifle. This deftru&ive expedition marked 

* Ann. Egin. et alii. + Egin. in vit. Carol, Magn. $ Tom. ii, ConciL Gall. || Idem. 
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with the fame cruelty which too frequently difhonourecl the French arms, at 
this period, extinguifhed the power of the Huns; a republic of warriors, dif- 
tinguifhed for their bravery and their wealth. All their nobility fell in the 
courle of thofe numerous battles which they fought in defence of their liberty. 
Such of the people as efcaped the fury of the conqueror, either fubmitted to 
the yoke of France, or retired to the neighbouring ftates. The few commo- 
tions that afterwards occurred, are lefs to be conildered as the efforts of a pow- 



laft 



piring liberty. 



mar 



pelle, whither his father, after having ravaged Saxony, had repaired with Lut- 
garde, whom he had recently eipoufed. The young prince's march refembled 
a triumphal proceflion ; his cloaths, and thofe of his foldiers, fhone with gold 
and filver ; fuch magnificence had never before been feen in France. He palfed 
the winter with his father at Aix, where they celebrated the feftivals of Chrift- 
mas and Eafter, in a fuperb chapel * which Charles had juffc railed in honour of 
the bleffed virgin. This chapel gave the name of hxxrla-Chapelle to the town, 
which Charles afterwards made the capital of his empire. It v/as adorned with 
the finef?^ marble that Rome and Ravenna could produce. The dome was em- 
belliflied with a globe of folidgold. The gates and balluftrades were of bronze ; 
the vafes and chandeliers of gold or filver, and all the ornaments dilplayed a 
richness and magnificence hitherto unexampled. 

The palace which the king conftrufted at the fame place was equally grand 
and fuperb. Some of its porticos, we are told by contemporary writers, were 
fo fpacious, that all the troops and attendants of the king could dine in them.t 
Over thefe porticos were apartments for the nobles who attended the court. 
This grand edifice was fo contrived, that the king, without leaving his room, 
could fee every perfon that entered the other apartments .t The therma, or 
n baths, were fufficiently large to contain a hundred perfons. In fhort, 
from the account of Eginard, the palace of Aix-la-Chapelle appears to have been 
a work of uncommon extent and magnificence. 

A. D. 797.3 The feafon was far advanced, and the king was preparing for 
an expedition to Saxony, when the emir Zara arrived, who, having taken Bar- 
celona, came to do homage to Charles, and to acknowledge himfelf a vaffal of 
the French monarchy. The king received him with kindnefs ; and in order to 
quell the commotion which, he learned from Zara, ftill prevailed in Spain, he 
fent orders to the king of Aquitaine to repair thither with an army and lay fiege 
to Huefca. Lewis obeyed, but the fuccefs of his efforts is not known. (| Zara's. 
example was followed by Adalla, uncle to the new king of Cordova. That prince, 
eager to obtain poffeflion of his inheritance, had recourfe to the protection of the 
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French monarch, who was then regarded by the generality both of chriftians* 
and infidels as the arbiter of Europe • Charles promifed to redrefs his griev- 
ances, and took him with him into Saxony, where he had determined to pafs the 

winter.* 

A. D. 798, 799.] Having fixed his camp on the banks of the Wefer, he fur- 



s 



rounded it with fortifications, and erefted fb many houfes, that a town wa 
fpeedily formed, to which was given the name of Heriftal, which it ftill bears. 
But all his efforts to fubdue the fpirit of the Saxons were fruitlefs : having fent 
them fome commiffaries to adminifter juftice to fuch as fhould afk for it, they 
were all maffacredt. 

This aft of cruelty was followed by a prompt and decifive punifhment — Charles 
laid wafte the whole country between the Wefer and the Elbe. But, far from 
being difpirited, they prepared to retaliate, and entering Mecklenburgh, began 
to commit the moft dreadful devaftations, when they were attacked by the go- 
vernor of the country, and four thoufand of them put to the fword.. Weakened, 
though not difcouraged, by fuch repeated loffes, they were compelled to give 
hoftages for their future fidelity ; "and Charles, difdaining to purfue his advan- 
tage, returned to his capital. 

The cares of government did not prevent the king from attending to the 
conduit of his children* He had ordered the king of Aquitaine to meet him 
at Heriftal, in order to give an account, not only of his expedition to Spain, 
*but of the adminiftration of his finances!. That prince, preyed upon by a fet 
of needy and rapacious courtiers, had been obliged, on his laft vifit to the 
court of France, to borrow money for the pur chafe of thofe prefents which it 
was cuftomary to make to the king. Charles being informed of it, reprefented 
to him, in the moft urgent manner, the evil confequences arifmg from the pro- 
digality of monarchs, which not only led to the ruin of their people, but re- 
duced them to a ftate of dependence incompatible with the majefty of the 
throne. He had the fatisfattion to find that his remonftrances were not inef- 
fectual, and that Lewis had paid his debts, and lived with dignity, without 
oppreffing his fubje&s. The king of Aquitaine had four royal manfions 
Doiie, on the confines of Anjou ; Poitiers ; CafTeneuil, in Agenois ; Andiac, in 
the diocefe of Xaintes ; and Ebreuil, in Auvergne.§ He made it a rule to pafs 
a year at each of thefe fucceflively ; (for the ancient kings of France fcarcely 
ever r elided in towns) whence they were only burdened with the fupport of 
the monarch and his court once in four years. The revenues, being duly ad- 
miniftered, afforded a confiderable furplus ; by which means Lewis, without 
exacting anything from his fubje&s, was enabled not only to defray the expen- 
ces of his houfhold, but to pay his troops ; whom, for that reafon, he forbade 
to exaft forage from the country people. Charles was fo well pleafed with this 

* Ann. Fold. + Egin, in Ann, J Vita & Aft. Ludovic Pii. § Lib, tcrt. de Re Diplomat. 
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conduit, that he adopted itjiimfelf, and ordered his troops to be paid, in fu- 
ture, out of his own revenue. 

It appears to have been at this period, that Lev/is obtained his father's per- 
million to give the title of Qeen to Ermerigarde, daughter to count Ingramne, 



one of the mofl powerful noblemen in Aquitaine. He had previoufly married 
this lady ; but though a prince was allowed to take a wife without the confent 
of his parents, he could not raife her to the dignity of queen. 

The diffentions of the Moorifh chiefs invited Charles to the conqueft of the 
iflands of Majorca and Minorca; but the fatisfaftion attending this expidition 
was more than balanced by the tumults which reigned at Rome. Two nephews 
of the deceafed pontiff, Pafcal, and Campule, jealous of the elevation of Leo, 
formed a defign to take away his life. The day of a folemn proceffion was the 

time fixed upon for the execution of their project :* they accordingly made a 

furious attack on the perfon of the pope, and flmt him up in a convent, whence 
he had the good fortune to effeft his efcape during the night ; and haftening to 
the refidence of the French ambafladors, was by them conduced to Spoleto. 
From thence he wrote to the king, who invited him to repair to his camp at 
Paderborn, in Weftphalia, where he was received with all the honours due to 
his ftation. Charles appointed a certain number of prelates to accompany him 
to Rome, and to examine the different accufations that had been preferred 
againft him : for Pafcal and Campule had already prefented a requeft to the 
king, charging Leo with the commiflion of feveral enormous crimes. The 
commifTaries, after the moll careful inveftigation, allured the monarch of the 
pope's innocence, and his two accufers were immediately arretted. Rut as 
they had ftill many friends at Rome, Charles, in order to reftore perfect tran- 
quillity to that city, refolved to repair thither in perfon. 

A. D. 800. 2 In a few days after his arrival, he affembled the clergy and 
nobles of both nations in the church of Saint Peter; where, after hearing the 
accufers of Leo, he declared them guilty of grofs calumny, and pronounced 
the juftification of the fovereign pontiff. As a teftimony of his gratitude, Leo 
refolved to confer on his benefaftor the dignified title of Emperor of the Weft. 
It was on the feftival of Chriflmas, after Charles had devoutly affifted at the 
celebration of mafs, in the church of Saint Peter, that the pope fuddenly pla- 
ced a crown on his head, . and the dome refounded with the acclamations of— 
" Long life to Charles the Augufl, crowned by the hand of God! — Long life 
iC and viftory to the great and pacific Emperor of the Romans !" The pope 
immediately confecrated his head and body by the royal unftion, and conduc- 
ting him to a throne, paid him thofe marks of refpeft which had been only clai- 
med.by the. ancient Cefars. In his familiar converfation with his fecretarjt 
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Eginard,* Charles, who indiflblubly blended in the name of Charlemagne the 
appellation of Magnus — Great — proteffced his ignorance of the intentions of 
Leo ; and declared, had he known them, he would have difappointed them by 
his abfence on that memorable day. But the preparations for the ceremony 
mufl have difclofed the fecret ; and though the fon of Pepin affected to defpile 
a title which was accompanied by no real advantages, yet, in his correfpondence 
with the emperors of the eaft, he exafted, with a fcrupulous jealoufy, their 



fors of Saint Peter. 



gratitude 



him 



] The high degree of power now enjoyed by Charlemagne (by 
we fhall hereafter diftinguifh this monarch) might hav< 



e Greeks. Of this, 

the emprefs Irene was aware, and therefore fpared no pains to avert the mi£ 
fortune fhe dreaded. By putting her fon to death, ftie had acquired the govern- 
ment of the eaftern empire ; and fhe now endeavoured to fecure the protection 
of Charlemagne — at this time a widower — by a propofal of marriage. The 
emperor encouraged the plan, and two of his ambafladors had been fent to Con- 
ftantinople, to fettle the preliminaries, when that princefs was depofed by 
Nicephorus, who, being crowned Emperor of the Eaft, baniftied Irene to the 
iflandof Lefbos. 

The firft care of the ufurper was to fend ambafladors to the French court for 
the purpofe of eftablifhing a friendly inter courfe between the two empires. 
Charlemagne, on their arrival, was at his palace of Seltz, where, in order to 
give them an idea of French magnificence, and to humble the arrogance of the 
Greeks, herefolvedto receive theminfuch a manner as fhould equally furprife 
and embarrafs them. They were led to their firft audience through four fpaci- 
ous apartments, fuperbly decorated, in which the officers of the king's houfe- 
hold were diftributed^ all richly cloathed, and ftanding, in a refpedful manner 
before the chief their refpe&ive offices. In the firft apartment, in which th< 



throne 



afllirance 
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only one of the officers belonging to the crown. The 
the fecond, which contained the count of the palace, attended by a fplendid 
retinue of courtiers. The third, in which was the mafter of the king's table, 
and the fourth, where the chamberlain prefided, by encreafing 
ty, gave rife to frefh miftakes : the farther they advanced, th< 
ficence was difplayed. At length two noblemen approached, 
them to the emperor's apartment. Charlemagne was ftanding 11 



greater 



* ft has been pretended that Eginard was fon-in-law to Charles. The faft Is, that this fecretary had 
an intrigue with this fovereign's daughter, Emma; but he certainly did not marry her. Had that been 
the cafe, would he not have been the firft to have boafted of the honour of fuch an alliance? Yet not a 
fyllable can be found in his writings to authorize the fuppofition. 
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fiirrounded by his children, and by a great number of dukes and prelates, 
with whom he was engaged in familiar converfation. He was leaning on the 
{houlder of bifhop Hetton, to whom he appeared to pay a greater degree of 
attention than to the reft of his nobles, becaufe he had been treated with great- 
er contempt on his embafTy at the court of Conftantinople. The ambafTadoi 
alarmed, threw thenifelves at his feet ; but Charlemagne, perceiving their em- 
barraffment, raifed them up, and dispelled their fears, by telling them that 
Hetton forgave them, and that he himfelf, at the folicitation of the bifhop, was 

willing to forget what had pafTed- 

The treaty which they came to negociate was fpeedily figned. It was agreed 
that Charlemagne and Nicephorus fhould both retain the appellation of Augus- 
tus 5* that the former fhould take the title of Emperor of the Weft,t and the 
latter that of Emperor of the Eaft;t that all that part of Italy, which extends 
from the Offanto and the Voltorno. to the Sicilian Sea, fhould remain fubjedt to the 
eaftern empire ; and that all the reft fhould belong to the weftern empire, toge- 
ther with the two Pannonias, Dacia, Iftria, Liburnia, and Dalmatia. This 
treaty was followed by the fumiflion of Grimoald, duke of Benevento, [A. D. 
803.3 who had revolted at the inftigation of the Greeks* 

A. D. 804.] The Saxons, were, now the only people who refifted the autho- 
rity of Charlemagne. Though they had fo often fuffered for their obftinacy, 
they now took up. arms again under the condutt of Godfrey, king of Denmark, 
a prince of great power, both, by fea.and land. The emperor immediately 
marched to attack them;, and advancing as far as the Elbe, drove them, from 
their moft inaccefTible retreats. The Danifh prince, who was on the frontiers 
of his dominions with a numerous body of cavalry,§ propofed an accommoda- 
tion, and. promifed to meet Charlemagne, but he fuddenly changed his mind, 
and retired with precipitation. The rebels, deprived of his fupport, had re- 
courfe to the clemency of their fovereign ; who> in order to prevent any fu- 
ture infurre&ion, fent one half of them into Switzerland, and the other into Flan- 
ders ; and gave their country to the Abodrites, who had always preferved their 
fidelity. But a change of climate feldom produces a change of manners. |j 
Thefe emigrants, to the number of ten thoufand families, far from lofing their 
ferocioufnefs with their, country,, infe&ed their, new allies^ with that fpirit of 
revolt which always refided in their own bofoms.. It became a proverb, during 
the troubles in Flanders, under the reign of Philip of Valois, that Charlemagne, 
by ?nixingthe Saxons with the Flemings, of one devil had made two.. 

From this time, however, Saxony was free from commotions and that proud, 
nation, whicfi had hitherto, refifted the yoke, with filch perfe v ering courage, was 
af length induced, partly by force, and partly from inclination, to fubmit to the; 
rites of baptifin, and to acknowledge the fovereignty of Charlemagne; . 

m 

*' Tiieophan. + Eginard, % Avenrin, I. iv. § Annal. Egin. || Jacob. Myer, Annal. rerunvFJand*. 
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A. D. 805, 806.] The emperor, after the total reduftipn of Saxony, re- 
paired to Rheims to wait for the pope, who had afked his permiflion to make a 
journey to France. The pretended motive for this excurfion, was to difcourfe 
with him on the fubjeft of a miracle, faid to have occurred at Mantua ; but 
its real object was to confer on the affairs of Venice.* The refult of the con- 
ference is not mentioned by the hiftorians of thofe times ; but the return of the 
fovereign pontiff by the exarchate of Ravenna ; the numerous army railed at 
this period, by Wilhaire — an effort which greatly exceeded the power of an 
individual ; the fudden irruption of that Tribune into the ifland of Malamauc, 
which he reduced ; the capture of Heraclea, from Maurice and John, who 
favoured the party of Nicephorus ; the re-eftablifhment of the patriarch For- 
tunatus, who, notwithftanding the prote&ion of Leo, had been expelled from 
his church at Grado; — all thefe circumftances occuring at this conjun&ure, 
feemed to authorife the opinion, that they were occaffioned by the late inter- 
view between Charlemagne and the pope. The ancient annalifts are ftrangely 
confufed in their accounts of the government of the ftate of Venice. It ap- 
pears, however, that that diftricSt which lies on the continent, on the nothern 
coaft of the Gulph, was holden of the weflern empire ; while the neighbour- 
ing ifles were fubmitted, in appearance, to the domination of the Eaft, but were 
in faft independent. t There are feveral hiftorical records, which tend to 
prove that thofe iflands, in imitation of fome of the fea-port towns in Dalma- 
tia, were inclined to acknowledge the authority of Charlemagne, and that 
with this view they fent envoys to him at Thionville. Eginard, in fpeaking 
of this deputation, t formally fays, every thing which regarded the dukes and peo- 
ple of Venice a?zd Dalmatia was Jiibjed to his orders .—Such a declaration evident- 
ly implies a fovereign authority, and muft effectually deftroy the fyftem of thofe 
who maintained that, at this early period, Venice was a free and indepen- 
dent ftate. 

While a momentary calm allowed him a fufpenflon from the labours of the 
field, Charlemagne fettled, at an aflembly holden at Thionville, the final dis- 
tribution of his dominions. Aquitaine and Gafcony, with the Spanifh march, 
he affigned to his fon Lewis ;|j his poiTeffions- in Italy he. confirmed to Pepin, 
and added to them the beft part" of Bavaria, with the country at prefent inha- 
bited by the Grifons ; the reft of his dominions he left to his eldeft fon Charles, 
whom he deftined for the empire ; and after publicly fubferibing the royal do- 
nation, he rendered, it, in a fuperftitious age, more authentic by the fanftion 
of the Roman pontiff. 

He did not confine himfelf to merely fettling the quantum of territory which 
each was to poffeis ; but his forefight extended to every future, ground of dif- 
cyiiet, and fubjeft of difcontent, In order to fecure a lafting peace and firm 

w 
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union between the brothers, he ftipulated, that in cafe any difference fhould 
arile, which the leflimony of men fhould prove inadequate to fettle, recourfc 
fhould be had — not to the general mode of decifion, by duel — but to the judg- 
ment of the crois. This was a cuftom then in vogue, which, though ridiculous 
in the extreme, was (till regarded as a folemn appeal to the Almighty.-' In the 
decifion of doubtful matters, two men were chofen, who being conduced to 
the church, flood ereft, with their hands lifted up in the fhape of a crofs, du- 
ring the celebration of divine fervice ; and the caufe was determined in favour 
of him wliofe champion remained motionlefs for the longeft fpace of time. 

Soon after the determination of this grand affair, the three princes were fuir- 
moned to defend their new dominions by the force of arms. In Aquitaine and 
Italy, Lewis and Pepin triumphed over the infidels, whom the former expelled 
from the iiland of Corlica, and the latter defeated in Catalonia. The revolted 
Sclavonians, who had ravaged Bohemia, were crufhed by the power of Charles;! 
and the declining age of Charlemagne liftened with paternal fondnefs to the 
martial achievements of his fons. 



3 The king of Aquitaine was 



Normans 



nel, and was directing its courfe towards the maritime parts of his dominions 



Thefe Normans, or Men of the North 



compofed of 



Norwegians, Swedes, Frifians, Danes, and adventurers of all nations, who, be- 
ing accuftomed to a roving, unfettled life, took delight in nothing but war and 

plunder. Charlemagne, forfeeing the evils they were likely to bring upon 
France, exclaimed with a figh r , cc If, notwithflanding the extent of my power, 
" they dare infult the coafts of my empire, what will they not attempt when 
u that power {hall be difunited ?" The event fully juftified this 
The king, however, adopted the mofl prudent meafiires for reftraining their in- 
curfions : he vilited all the fea-ports, and caufed fuch a prodigious number of 



conflru&ed 



from the mouth of the Tiber 



German dominions. 



med 



and equipped ; and he obliged the nobles to ferve on board them in cafe of at- 



manner 



His grandma- 

rine arfenal was eflablhhed at Bologne, where he ere&ed an ancient pharos, 
that had been conflru&ed by the emperor Caligula, and gave the mofl pofitive 
orders, that a fire fhould be kept burning in it during the whole night. It is 
that which is now called the Tour d'Ordre. 



acknowledg- 



Denmark 



The 



■ 
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now prepared to invade his dominions ; and the Dane, aware of his hofiile in- 
tentions, and una wed by the extent of his power, threw down the gauntlet of 
defiance,, and made incurfions into the territories of the Abodrites. Having for- 
med a league with fome of the neighbouring people- , he extended his depreda- 
tions into the province of Meckelbourg, whofe inhabitants, alarmed at his ap- 
proach, and terrified at the rapidity of his progrefs, threw down their arms, and 
fubmitted to the inipofition of an annual tri but e. The conqueror then marched . 
forward to the banks of the Elbe, and reduced feveral fortified places. One 
fort, however, withftood his raoft vigorous efforts ; and he was compelled to 
raife the fiege, after having loft a great number of men, and many of his prin- 
cipal officers. This check, and the news of Charles's approach, haftened his 
return ; and, afraid of encountering the fuperior force of the French, he totally 
deniolifhed the port of Kieric, from which he derived a confiderable revenue. 
He carried his precautions to a ftill greater height, and in order to fecure his do- 
minions from hofiile irruptions, he ere&ed a high wall, defended by ftrong tow- 
ers, which extended from one end to the other of that neck of land which lies 
between the German ocean and the Baltic fea. Such was the fituation of affairs 
when young Charles reached the banks of the Elbe. He immediately paffed 
that river, and advancing far into the country, fpread terror and devaluation 
around him. At length, finding no enemy to encounter, and the fcafbn being 
far advanced, he marched back t.o France, after having ere&ed two forts on. 
the confines of Saxony. 

A. D. 809.] While thefe tranfa&ions were paffing in the weftern empire, 

the truce that had been concluded between the Venetians and the emperor of 
the Eaft expired, and both parties prepared for the renewal of hoftilities. The 
fieet of Nicephorus appeared in the gulf of Venice, under the command of Paul, 
who detached a part of it to furprife Comachio, a town fituated in a bay near 
the mouth of the Po. But the garrifon made a fally, in which the Greeks were 
repulfed, and compelled to. re-embark with the utmoft precipitation. They 
then direfted their courfe towards Populoni, now Piombino, which they took, 
and pillaged. Paul, neverthelefs, caufed propofals for an accomodation to be 
made, to which the king of Italy was inclined to Men ; but it was the intereft 
of the Venetians to widen the breach between the two empires- The dukes, 
Wilhaire and Beot, who had three years before placed themfelves under the 
proteftion of the French, took fuch effeftual pains to prevent the conclufion of 
peace, and to encreafe the fubfifting animofity, that the commander of the 
Grecians, thinking his life was in danger, retired without coming to any ar- 
rangement. The following year, it appeared, that thefe noblemen were not 
more faithful to Charlemagne than to Nicephorus ; Pepin, enraged at their du- 
plicity, attacked the forces they had.colle&ed by land and fea, defeated them* 

*- AnnaL Egin, Loifel, — Metcns, & .alii, . 
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in feveral engagements, and compelled them to fue for pardon. This exploit 
put an end to the war between the two empires ; peace was concluded — Venice 
•reftored to the Greeks, and Dalmatia to the French*. 

The capture of Piombino. was not the only difgrace which attended the 
French arms during this campaign. In Spain they were tarnifhed by the lois of 
Tortofa, which the king of Aquitaine in vain endeavoured to retake. At the 
fiege of Huefca, too, that monarch was equally unfuccefsful : but in Germany, 
the fituation of affairs was more pleafing and prolperous 1 '. The king of Den- 
mark, notwithftanding the ftrength of his entrenchments, was anxious to ap- 
peafe the refentment of Charlemagne. A conference was appointed for that 
purpofe, but it palled in mutual complaints ; and no plan of accommodation 
being adopted, duke Traficon, by the orders of Charlemagne, renewed hos- 
tilities, and in a fliort time retook all the places which Godfrey had fubdued. 
The Danifh monarch threatened the Abodrites with deftru&ion, and talked of 
invading both Saxony and Friefland. The emperor, informed of his threats, 
fent a body of troops to feize the principal paflages of the Elbe, and to ereft a 
fortrefs at Eflesfelt.t This precaution difconcerted the projects of the Dane, 
and obliged him to direft his efforts to another quarter. 

A. D. 810.3 Godfrey having aflembled his troops, embarked them on board 
a fleet of two hundred fail, and made a defcent on Friefland, where he defea- 
ted an united body of French and Frifians, took many places of importance, 
and compelled the inhabitants to pay tribute. The emperor no fooner received 
intelligence of his motions, than he pafled the Rhine, and advanced as far as 
the Wefer ; "but he had fcarcely pitched his tents when he was informed that tfie 
enemy was retiring in diforder, and that the Danifh Prince had been aflaflinated 

by one of his guards. This event put an end to the war. Hemming, the fon 
and fucceflbr of Godfrey, humbly fued for peace, and obtained it by a renun* 
ciation of all his father's conquefts. Peace was alfo concluded on the fame con- 
ditions, with the Saracens of Spain. The king of Cordova either openly fur- 
rendered, or fecretly favoured the re-capture of all the places which had been 
taken from the French. The river Ebro was fixed on as the limits of the two 
fiates. The Gafcons had recently received a fevere chaftifement ; and theNa- 
verrefe began to grow accuftomed to to the French yoke ; fo that a perfect fub- 
million prevailed throughout that vaft extent of country, which was diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of the Spanifh March. 

The fatisfa&ion experienced by Charlemagne on the re-eftablifhment of peace 
and tranquillity, was embittered by the death of Pepin, king of Italy ; an infant 
fon of that prince, named Bernard, was appointed, by the difconfolate emperor, 
to fucceed to the Italian fceptre. 

* Sigon. L iv. de Regtu Ital, + Vit, Ludor. Pii. % Idem in vit. Carol. Mag. 
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A. D. 811, 812.] la a few months after this fevere lofs, lie had frefli caufe 

for lamentation in the death of his deleft fon, Charles, who died in the thirty- 
fifth year of his age. All his hopes were now centered in his remaining child, 
Lewis, king of Aquitaine, a prince who bore the higheft reputation for pru- 
dence, economy, and valour. Indeed, the extraordinary accounts that were 
given to the emperor of the valuable qualities of this youthful monarch, were 
fuch, as to ftagger even paternal credulity. Refolded, however, to afcertain 
what degree of credit was due to them, he difpatched Archinbaud, a perfon on 
whole, veracity he could depend, to the court of Aquitaine, with orders to 
watch, with the ftrifteft attention, the conduce of Lewis. The report of this 
courtier was favourable to the willies of Charlemagne ; who, finding that his fon 
fupported the dignity of a monarch, without oppr effing hisfubjefts, exclaimed — , 
" O! my companions, let us rejoice that this young man is already wifer and 
u more fkilful than ourfelves." 

A. D. 813.] The aged emperor, feeling his ftrength decay, and the weight 
of public cares becoming too burthenfome for him to bear without affiftance, 
now determined on the afFociation of Lewis, to the empire. Arrayed in his im- 
perial robes, with a crown of gold upon his head, and fupported by his fon*, he 
repaired to the magnificent chapel which he had built at Aix-la-Chapelle j and, 
after inculcating in the mind of his youthful colleague the duties of a monarch 
and a mant, he commanded him to take the crown, which had been placed 
on the altar, and put it on his head. 

A. D. 814.3 The encreafing infirmities of Charlemagne foon warned him to 
prepare for his end. About the middle of the month of January, which fuc- 
ceeded the afFociation of Lewis, he was attacked by a fever, and confeious of 
his danger, he beheld with firmnefs the approach of death. On the twenty-fe- 
venth, a fainting fit announced his fpeedy diflblution; and, on the twenty-eighth, 
vafter uttering, in a low and faultering voice, thefe words — " Into thy hands, 
Lord, I commend my fpirit" — he immediately expired, in the feventy-fecond 
year of his age, and the forty-feventh of his reign. 

Moft of the biographers of Charlemagne appear to have confidered themfelves 
as panegyrifts, and not as hiftorians ; and even fuch as have refufed him indi£ 
criminate commendation, have injudicioufiy beftowed their cenfures where they 
were not deferved, and with-held them where they ought to have been applied. 
The fplendid qualities of this brave emperor are, indeed, well calculated to 
fafcinate the mind and dazzle the judgment ; nor, were they only obfeured by 
trivial defeats, fhould we think it proper to dwell on the partial diminution of 
their fplendor, when their general glare would juftify admiration. But fatal, 
as a deep flaw to a diamond of the firft water, is the cruelty of Charlemagne to 
the general .excellence of his character. The filent extinction of the fons of 

* Egin. in vita Carol. Magn. f Theogan, c. 6 9 
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Carldman is a grofs impeachment of his humanity ; and, even could he elude 
the doubtful fate of his nephews, the wanton maffacre of four thoufand five 
hundred Saxons, who were beheaded on the fame fpot, befpeak the unfeeling 
hero of a barbarous age. That fph it of ambit / axi, too, which infpired him 
with an inordinate thirft for conqueft, and led him to invade the rights and 
deftroy the independence of his neighbours, is furely no theme for praHe. 

On the other hand, we contemplate with pleaiure. his numerous virtues. In 
the infancy of legiflative {kill, his regulations for the prefer vation of order and 
public tranquility throughout his extenfive dominions, together with his fM& 
and impartial adminiftration of juftice, merit the higheft commendation. Of 
his valour we fay little : — it is a gift of nature that forms, perhaps, a juft theme 
of gratitude to the pofTeffor, but is not a fit flibjeft for hiilorical praife. Of 
a diiferent defcription are his zeal to proteft, and his anxiety to cultivate, the 
arts and fciences ; his ftudious attention to the duties of religion j his fervent 
piety; rigid temperance; unbounded charity ; and, finally, his extreme ear- 
neftnefs to improve and mollify the manners of his fubjedts, and to promote 
their welfare and felicity. — His counfels to his fon and colleague, Lewis, which 
exhort him to confider the people as his children ; to be gentle in his adminis- 
tration, but firm in the execution of juftice ; to reward merit ; to promote his 
nobles gradually ; to chooie his minifters deliberately, but never to remove 
them capricioufly ; — are maxims that cannot be too ftrongly recommended, nor 
too eafily adopted. 

The authority of Charlemagne embraced that part of Spain which extended 
from the Pyrenees to the river Ebro, and comprehends Roufiillon and Catalo- 
nia, Navarre and Arragon ; in Italy his power was acknowledged from the Alps 
to the borders of Calabria, To the fceptre of France he united that of Germa- 
ny ; and the fchools which he eftablifhed in the barbarous regions, on either fide 
of the Wefer, in fome meafure atone for the cruelties he perpetrated in the pur- 
fuit of dominion. — The empire of the Franks ftretched between Eaft and Weft 
from the Ebro to the Elbe or Viftula, and between the North and South from 
the duchy of Benevento to the river Eyder, which full feparates Denmark from 
Germany. 

The body of this monarch was depofited in a vault, in his chapel at Aix, 
where he was feated on a throne of gold, arrayed in the imperial robes, and in 
the hair-cloth which he commonly wore* ; with his fword at his fide — the crown 
on his head — the bible on his knees, and his fhield and fceptre at his feet — thefe 
iaft were of gold, and deemed highly valuable in a fuperftitious age, lefs from 
the precious metal of which they were compofed, than from the benedi<5lion 
which had been beftowed on them by pope Leo. Beneath the regal mantle 
was placed.thc large pilgrim's purfe, which he always carried with him on his 

* Egin. in vita Carol. Mag.. 
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journey to Rome. The whole fepulchre was fcented with perfumes, and filled 
with a vaft quantity of pieces of gold. Over the entrance was erecled a fupcrb 
triumphal arch, on which the following epitaph was inferibed: — Here rejfs the 



if the French 



forty-k 



Charlemagne had four wives, who were honoured with the appellation of 
Queen — -liermengarde, Hildegarde, Faftrade, and Luitgarde. From the firft, 
who was daughter to the laft king of the Lombards, he was divorced, by the 
advice of the bifhops. By the fecond, he had four fons, Charles, Pepin, Lewis, 
and Lothaire, who died young; and five daughters, Adelaide, Rotrude, Ber- 
tha," Gifele and Hildegardc. Bertha was mother to Theodrade and Hiltrud e ? 
both abbeffes ; the firft of Farmoutier, and the laft of Argenteuil. The emp e ~ 



named 



Humpbacked- and 



Rothais. After the death of Luitgarde, having three fons who were capable of 
fwayingthefceptre, he refolved to have no more wives, who could enjoy the 
title of Queen or Emprefs ; he therefore took, fuccefftveiy, four concubines, who 
gave birth to fever al children. By Madelgarde he had Rothilda ; by Gerfwin- 
da, Adeltrude ; by Regine, Hugh, the abbot, Dragon, bifhop ofMetz, and 



Thiei 



Emma 



was 



wife toEginard. 

So great a number of wives and concubines has giv en occafion to fome mo- 
dern authors to pollute the memory of Charlemage with the charge of inconti- 
nence and immorality. It is needlefs to repeat what we have before urged in 
favour of concubinage, which was then regarded as a conne&ion equally lawful 
with the prefent left-handed ?na7~riages of Germany, and the. French marriages of _ 
confeience. But a few refie&ions, on the fubjeft of this unjuft accufation, we 
muft not with-hold. Is it probable that a prince who was frank, open, and fin- 
cere in all his aclions, fiiould defcend to the little arts of hypocrify — that off- 
spring of a mean and contrafted mind; and prove faithlefs to thofe laws which 
he openly profeiTed to fupport and prbteft ? Would he, in that cafe, have da- 
red to promulgate that famous ordinance, in which he places fornication and 
adultery in the lift of thofe heinous fins* which draw down the vengeance of 
heaven on fuch as pravftife them? E 

in others- he punifhed with imprifonment and confifcatjon, inftead of exciting 
efteem, and conciliating affedVion, he muft inevitably have become an objeft of 
contempt and indignation to his fubjc&s. Eginard, though his fecretary, is 
not {paring of his reproaches where he thinks they are due ; he accufes Charle- 
magne of a culpable want of firmnefs, in forbearing to reprefs the cruelties of 
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Faftrade, and the licentious conduft of his daughters, who, it feems, were 
m oft of them endued with very amorous difpofitions. He would not therefore 
have failed to notice the moral incontinence of his fovereign, had it real- 
ly exifled. The hiftorian of Lewis the gentle, fpeaking of the emperor's death, 
fays — 'Mortuus eflvir jujhis*. The councils of Verneuil and Rome rank him in 
the number of thofe great monarchs whom they dignify with the appellation of 
great faints: and all contemporary writers mention hiiii in the fame terms. It 
was not till many centuries after his death that any doubts arofe as to the puri- 
ty of his manners ; as if it were impoflible that a man, who had attained the age 
of feventy-two, fhould have married nine wives, fucceffively. From thefe 
confiderations we muft pronounce the accufation of immorality, with regard to 
his intercourfe with the fair lex, to be wholly unfounded ; though we can by 
no means aflent to the indifcriminate commendation of the eloquent Bofluet, 
who fays, that he was a moft chriflian prince in all his afrlions.^ 

The firft fumptuary laws known in France were enafted during this reignt. 
They regulated the price of fluffs, and. the forts that were to be worn by each 
clafs of citizens. The emperor himfelf was extremely plain in his drefs, and, 
except on particular occafions, was fcar^ely to be diftinguifhed, in that refpedl, 
from the meaneft of his French fubje£ts|j ; — ftill, however, he was fond of no- 
velty. At firft, he wore a long cloak that reached to his feet ; but having feen 
fome of the fhort cloaks, of various colours, that were worn by the Gauls, he 
preferred them to the others, which he then began to think were too trouble- 
fome. The conqueft of Italy gave him a tafte for filk cloaths, adorned with 
rich furs, which the. Venetians imported from the Eaft. The emperor, fays the 
monk of Saint Gal, at firft fuffered his fubjefts to follow their own inclinations 
in point of drefs, from aperfuafion that the example he fet them would foon bring 
them back to the primitive fimplicity of their anceftors ; but finding that his 
courtiers paid no attention to him, he at length determined to exert his autho- 
rity, ahd^accordingly enacted thofe laws abovementioned. 

The titfhult of war is ever unfavourable to commercial intercourfe. Commerce 
had flourifhed in Gaul while under the dominion of the Romans : but the firft mo- 
narch of the Merovingian race found it almoft totally neglefted ; and the continual 
hoftilities in which they were en gaged, , did not permit them to re-eftablifh it in its 
ancient fplendour. The depreffions, however, which it experienced at the com- 
mencement of the monarchy, did not effeft its annihilation, it even appears to 
have acquired a degree of vigour under the reign of Gontran§, who, being 
difpleafed with the conduit of his nephew Childebert, forbade all communica* 
tion between Burgundy and Auftrafiaf". Under Clotaire the fecond, there was 

* In vita Ludovici Pii. + See his fermon on the opening the general afiembly of the "clergy of France j . 
in 1681. ij;- Capital. Triplex, ann. 8o3, Art, v. t. i. p. 468. || Memoires dcL'Acad. des B. L>, 
torn* vi.. r. 7261 § Greg, Tur, hift. 1. ix # c, 32. f Fred, Chron. c f 4$}.. 
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vlio went from the territory of Sens, under the con- 
uth the Sclavonians*. During the reign of Dago- 
bert the firft, there was a number of markets eflablifhed for the purpofe of fa- 
cilitating commercial intercourfe. From a capitulary of the ninth century, we 
learn, that the French, in the time of Charlemagne, went in troops to traffic 
with the Sclavonians, the Avars or Huns of Pannonia, and the Saxons 3 on thefe 
trading excursions they were forbidden the ufe of arms. From the Chronicle 
of Fontenelles, it appears, that even at the commencement of that emperor's 
reign, a regular commerce was eftablifhed between the French and EnglHh. 

AH trade was conduced, at this period, in markets or fairs ; there only could 
be procured the chief neceflaries of life: artifts and merchants, difperfed about 
the country, had not yet fixed their refidence in towns, which were principally 
inhabited by priefts and a few workmen. Neither monks nor nuns were to be 
feen in them ; the generality of convents being built in the open country, or 
elfe in the vicinity of cities. The nobility either refidcd Qn their own eflates, 
or followed the court. In order to remedy the inconveniences naturally arifing 
from this reparation of the members of the community, numerous fairs were 
eftablifhedt, at which they attended for the purpofe of buying and felling fuch 
articles as could not otherwife be procured or difpofed of. That of Saint Denis 
was one of the molt celebrated^ . — It was frequented by people, not only from 
the moft diftant parts of the French empire, but from Friefland, Saxony, Eng- 
land, Spain, and Italy ; — as appears from the charter of Dagobert the firft, by 
whom it was eftablifhedjj, and by an ordinance of Pepin the fhort, which con- 
firms the right of exacting toll for the palfage of goods through the diftridl of 
Paris, to the monks of the abbey of Saint Denis. 

But though all commercial bufmefs was, generally fpeaking, confined to 
thefe fairs, yet were there fome few towns that were famous for their trade 



and manufactories . The 



for its embroidery, and for its works of gold and filver inlaid§ ; all the veifels 
from the Eaft came to this port, to Narbonne, and Marfeilles. From Aries, a 
part of the riches imported in foreign bottoms, was lent to Treves ; they were 
conveyed by the Rhone to Lyons ; from thence they were forwarded by the 
Soane and the Doux, and then landed and carried in carts to the banks of the 
Mofelle. The profperity of thefe commercial towns was interrupted by conti- 
nual wars, which deterred the Afiatics and Africans from frequenting their 
ports. But under the Carlovingian monarchs, they again began to fiourifli ; 
they then kept a certain number of veflels that were employed in trading to 
Coiiftantinople, Genoa, and Pifa. The inhabitants of Lyons, in conjunction 



* Apnd Dublet. in hift. Abbat. SanfiL Dion. p. 6yj. + Capit. Caro-. Calv. tit. xxxvi. c. 19. 
J Apud Dublct. ante cit.. || A pud Felibian in prob. hift. ejuftd, p. 24.. §. Huet, Traitedu Com, 
des. An. c. 39, n, 8.. 
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with thofe of Marseilles and Avignon, were accuftomed to go, twice a year, to 
Alexandria, to purchafe perfumes and other objefts of merchandize, which 
they fold in Provence and in different parts of the kingdom. But commerce 
never flouriihed fo much as under the reign of Lewis the gentle, the fon and 
iucceflbr to Charlemagne- — who eftabliflied" a company of merchants, with 
particular privileges, and adopted iiich regulations, as enforce! protection to 
their perfons, andfuccefs to their operations. 

Hence it appears^ that under the two firft races of the French monarchy, the 
commerce of France was of little importance. It was chiefly abandoned to fo- 
reigners, who imported but few objefts of value into the kingdom. Spain fop- 
plied the French with horfes and mulest ; Frieiland', with various articles of 
clrefs ; England, with corn, iron, tin, lead, leather, and Iporting-dogs ; Afri- 
ca and the Eaft, with wine, gauzes, pfipyra^ or Egyptian paper, the only paper 
that was known in France, till the eleventh centuryt, and fweet-oil, which 
was then fo fcarce, that permifiion was given to the monks, at a council holden 
at Aix4a-Chapelie, to make ufe of oil extracted from bacon. — 'The experts 
from France were not of much greater value than the imports ; they generally 
confiited of earthen-ware, copper-velfels, wine, honey, madder and fait. 

The collection of capitularies contained many regulations, as well with re- 
gard to trade in general, as to the particular commerce of flaves, filver coin, 
rich vafes, and precious ftones|], which were then very common objects of 
traffic in France. Some of the capitularies forbid the eftablifhment of markets 
without the king's permifilon§, and prohibit the holding them on Sundays, 

By others, rigorous punifhnients are decreed to thofe who {hall fell flaves in a 
clandeftine manner, or deliver a chriftian into the hands of Jews or Pagans^*, 
Some foi'bid all fales by night ; others enjoin the ufe of equal weights through- 
out the empire** : by one, it is ordained, that a Jew merchant fliall pay the tenth 
part of his profit, and a chriftian the eleventh parttt* Thefe imports, with the 
tolls exa&ed on paffing through particular diftri£ts, over bridges, and on en- 
tering or leaving the kingdom, formed a confiderable part of the revenue of 
the crown. 



* Vales Not. Gal. v. Maffilia. + Monach. San. GaL 1. ii. de rob. bell. Car. Mag. c. 24. $ Greg, . 
Tur. c. 6. 1. v. c. 5. 1. iv. c. 44. j| Tit, 36. c. 39. Capituw an. Si 9. § Capit. 1. vi. c. 424. 5 Ca- 
pit. an. S03, c« 2. ** Baluz. in c. Z79, I. vi. cap. t+ Capit. Carol. Calv. Tit. 53, c. 3.' 
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SUR NAMED THE GENTLE. 



A. D. 814*3 LEWIS was in Aquitaine when he received the news of his fa- 
ther's death, but he inftantly repaired to Aix-la-Chapelle, where he was pro- 
claimed king and emperor. At firft he acquired a great reputation for piety, by 
his fcrupulous attention to enforce the lafl will of his deceafeci parent j — though, 
at the fame time, he created many enemies by attempting to reform feveral 
abufes, which had either efcaped notice, or met with toleration during the pre- 
ceding reign. He had {even fitters, not one of whom was married. They were 
all fupported in regal {plendour ; and many of them being endued with exquifite 
lenfibility, and with thofe impetuous paffions, that reafon in vain attempts to 
fubdue, yielded, with fewer ftruggles, perhaps, than virtue required, to the 
pleafmg impulfe of nature. The effe&sof thefe amorous indulgences had given 
no fmall uneaftnefs to Charlemagne ; and his fon Lewis, more rigid in his dif- 
pofition, refilled to connive at frailties of which he had never been guilty him- 
felf. His firft care * was to reprefs the familiarity of his fitters' favourites ; 
fome of which were baniflied, arid others — to the difgrace of this pious prince 
be it fpoken — had their eyes put out. One of the moft powerful, named Hedoin, 
flew count Gamier, who was fent to arrefi him, and was himfelf maffacredt. 
The princeffes immediately received orders to retire to the diiferent houfes 
which their father had left them. The five daughters of Pepin, king of Italy, 
were involved in the fame difgrace. Lewis only fuffered Drogon, Hugh, and 
Thierri to remain in his palace, and them he brought up with great care, placing 
them always at his own table. 

* Eginard in vita Car, Mag. f, Vit. Lud. Pii.. 
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While Lewis was employed in thefe domeftic regulations, the duke of Bene- 
vento fent to demand a confirmation of the treaty which he had concluded with 
Charlemagne, by which he had agreed to pay a tribute of twenty-five thoufand 
fols of gold 5 but Lewis reduced it to feven thoufand : Grimoald did homage to 
the new monarch, and received from his hands a new invefture*. Bernard, 
.king of Italy, was aifo fummoned to pay the fame mark of fubjeftion ; he 
obeyed, but his obedience wore fo ftrong an appearance of conftraint, that it 
was evident he only waited for an opportunity to afTerthis independence. Lewis 
took from him Adelard and Vala, two grand-fons of Charles-Mart el, who were 
the friends of his heart, and the leaders of his council. The firft of thefe was 
transferred from his abbey of Corbie to the monaftery of Noirmoutier ; and the 
laft, being banifhed from court, afTumed the monaflic habit, and fuccceded his 
brother, as abbot of Corbie. The degradation of two men, who had en- 
joyed all the confidence and efteem of Charlemagne, greatly injured the repu- 
tation of his fucceflbrt. That part of his character which had hitherto been 
confidered as meeknefs of difpofition and goodnefs of heart, was now regarded 
as weaknefs and timidity. His conduit was fuch as rather marked the monk, 
than befpoke the monarch! ; he pafled whole days in reading the fcriptures and 
finging pfahns. He lent to Aquitaine for an abbot named Benedict, who, though 
a man of piety, was wholly unfit to be entrufted with matters of ftate. To 
him was allotted the office of receiving petitions and requefts, and the manner 
in which he difcharged his truft proved the rectitude of his intentions, but 
the unlimitted and almoft exclufive confidence repofed in him by the emperor, 
excited murmurs and complaints. 

Lewis had three fons by the emprefs Ermengarde — Lothaire, Pepin, and 
Lewis. The firft he fent to Bavaria, and the fecond to Aquitaine, but gave 
them no titles ; fo that in fait, they could only be confidered as governors of 
thofe territories. This was a prudent policy, which it would have been happy 
for him had he always obferved. But he was afterwards induced, either from a 
defire to procure more time for reforming the clergy ||, or for his own private 
devotions — or, perhaps, merely from a love of repofe, to confent to an impru- 
dent participation of that authority of which he now appeared fo jealous. A 
' council of prelates and nobles was holden at Aix-la-Chapelle, foon after his 
acceffion to the throne ; and fome inftances of oppreflion in the provinces being 
difcovered, Lewis fent feveral of his courtiers, in capacity of envoys from the 
prince, miffi dominici, to inveftigate and redrefs them. That name (which is 
as old as the monarchy) was given to the commiflioners who were fent by the 
French kings into the provinces, to fuperintend the publication and enforce the 
execution of their ordinances§. The people were obliged not only to find 

* Vit. Lud. Pii. — Chron. Moiff. + Anna!. Benin. % Libcllus Ardonii de vita S. Bened. vide 
SecuJ. in. part. r. p. 215. jj Thegan. c. 26. § Chron. Moiff. 
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them lodgings, . but to fupply them with a; certain quantity of! pr o^ifions . They; 
were authorifed to receive complaints, and .to redrefs fuch as-admitted of an 
immediate deci(ion v and, to. report, thofe which required a more minute invef- 
tigation to the ^kii?g :J they » were alfo • : empowered t ; o inflift puniljhments on] any: 
counts or. prelates who;had been, guilty of prevarication^ and to 'repeal any^un-r 
juft fentence which- they; had pronounced— iivibort^ it was their duty : to. enforce 
a ftrid obfervance of the laws. - "They made-their tour four times a year-r-iit 
the months of January, April, ; July, ■? and Oftober. r Their affizes were always 
holdenin an open place, which .every body had a : r}ght to enter ; the judges 
were fummo'ned thither, j. -and their. cpi^du examination.: An 

■have been attended 




A . D . 8 1 44 .81 ^.Q.; 'j IiruTiediately ; z after; the, feparationj of the affembly of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, Heriold,v who (governed) a> part of the^kiiigdom ;of Denmark, came 




f 

the juftice of his jpetitifJay orderCclstl}^ Savons ; to arnl f : in .his favour,. ; an d^tha^ 
brave people, having^eqei^tly beenfr,eftor^ of \ylrich 

his prede cellar had derived,; th<^ the alacrity- with 

which they obeyediais;comin^ds ? i ; : HgyingJ tMyerfe'd t^e^Elbe and the Eyder, 
they entered Denmark, laid the whole ..country ^afte;' J and reftored r the exiled 
monarch to his .loft inherit ance. ; . ■-• '» - : - ^ ' ( -,: ' : ; ^ ' 

A..D. 816.I Some, commotions of; ithe. ; Gafcons and : Sclavonians; threatened 
to interrupt the. tranquility of the enjpire . but the latter were fp^edily reduced 
to fubmiflion by the Saxons ; : and battles, 
were compelled . to acknowledge; the. authority of "the duk^ Xhoni [Lewis- had ; ap- 
pointed to govern them.' In the mean tinted pope { Leo died^ j : ahdwas fucpeeded 
by Stephen, who affirmed the pontificate, ; without waiting » : fbr r the emperor's 
confirmation of his eleftiont ; - He made the tRomans^ how : ever,\ take an path, of 

fidelity to that monarch,\to'whqm h^ 

to.be, coiifecrated by the hands of the fovereign^ ^ pqnt^;o;tha^ ceremony was.perr 
formed in the church; belonging to the . abbey of< Saint ^ pla- 
ced a rich cj;own on his head, which |ie had brought witlvM and 
another of inferior value on that of the eihprels Ermengarde, on . whom he alfb 
bellowed the appellation of Auguft. . 

A. D.. 817.3 .Pope Stephen died foon after ; his t return to Italy, i: and *PafchaI. 



the Fi£ft, without deigning to folicit the cpnfentrof the ^emperor, ; in imitation of 
his predeceflor, feated himfelf in the apoftolic ch^ir. . ; - ^ Lewis/^xprefTed great 
xefentmeni: at^this prefumotuous invafion of -his rights,; and aJL Rome was alarr 
med at his threats ; but the humble excufes of the artful prieft* foon appeafed, 
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his indighatiori ; and he waS ; indu : Ged to ddnfirm his ele&ion ; --ptotefting, howe- 
ver 5 at the fame time, that any -firoilar itifriiigement on his jtil^ 
Ihould be feverely pumfhed*;. This faine year Lewis affenlbled a council at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, at whidi feveratre^ regard to ca- 

nons— cano7iejJes i arid monks. • The Taft$ in the ninth telituiy,- inherited from 
their parents, and had property of their own, which at their death, belonged 
to their coiweritt. The caridriefles were itl fatf: nufrs, bound bj- avow of chat 
tity, cloiftered, veiled^ and cloathed in black '; they kept their patrimony, and 
were permitted "to have 1 fervantsV All- prelates were forbidden to wear any drefs 
that favoured of worldly pompt— a prohibition that appears to have been neceffa- 
ry, ilncemoltof them wbre gaudy veliiiients, very unbecoming their ftation ; 
they had rich girdles, from whence hung a fmall kriife decorated with (tones, a 
crofs-belt arid fpiirs— th£ martial ^ eiiibellifliments of the early ages. Many of 
the prelates were highly offended at being obliged to rdnouhce thefe appendages 
of vanity, and their refentment was, in the fequely attended with fatal confe- 
quences to their fovereign.- • It was at this afTembly, that Lewis affociatedLo- 
thaire with him in the enipire, declaring liitn his fole hefr, and fubjefting Pepin 
and Lewis to his authority, though they wete both proclaimed kings — the firft 
of Aquitaine, the laft of Bavaria^ This partition of the empire proved afource 
of domeftic divifion, and gave rife' to the commiffioh of a thoufand crimes. 

A. D. 818.3 Bernard, king of Italy, fon to the emperor's eldeft brother, 
conceived himfelf to be treated with injuftice ; he was a young man of nineteen 
— hanclfome, well-made, brave, liberal, and beloved by his fubje&s||. AH 
the malcontents, who were 1 veiy numerous:, and fome of the bilhops, enraged 
at a reform that Was contrary to their inclinations, promifed, if he would op- 
pofe the meafures of the king, that they and ail their vaffals would openly e£- 
poufe his caufe. Lewis, apprifed of the cbnfpiracy, immediately prepared to 
repel it, and marched, without delay, to Chalons-upon-Saone, at the head of a 
powerful army. This difpatch furprifed the rebels, who fled on all fides ; 
'While Bernard, forfaken by his troops^ threw himfelf at the emperor's feet, and 
with the principal confpirators Submitted to his mercy. They were ail tried, 
and their guilt being confirmed by their own confefiioris, Bernard and the nobles 
Were condemned to die, and the bifliops were degraded and confined in a monai 1 
tery§. But, as a great mark of indulgence, the fentence of the former was mi- 
tigated, and they were permitted to pur chafe their lives with the lofs of their 
eyes 3 this cruel operation proved fatal to the king of Italy ; and when we re- 
flect, that the punifhment was infii&ed by an uncle, and on a youth of the grea- 
teft accomplifhments and moft amiable mind^j", we cannot but think that it was 
greatly difproportioned to* the offence, arid betrayed a want of feeling and hu- 

* 
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inanity in 'Lewis, that accorded but ill .with his avowed refpeft for the do&xine 
'and precepts of chriftianity. Though the .three princes, Drogon, Hugh, and 
Thierri, the youngeft fons of Charlemagne, took no part in this revolt, yet 
Lewis, afraid that they might one day .be tempted to follow fo pernicious an .ex- 
ample, ordered them (to :be fhaved and confined in different convents . 

■ A. D. 819-] Bernard's revolt was:fucceededby feveral other infurre&ions, 
which, though they indicated a radical weaknefs in the, government, were atten- 
ded with no badconfequences. Brittany, reduced to iubmiflion in lefs than fix 
weeks, received a dukefi-omthe hands df the emperor. : The king of the Abo- 
.drites was taken in the firft campaign, and deprived of his crown. The duke 
of the Gafcons experienced a fimilar fate ; and .the governor of -lower Pannonia, 
though more determined, was not more.luccefsful. But the moft difaftrous 
events which diftinguifhed the year, were the .death of Ermengarde, and the 
marriage of Lewis with- Judith, defcended irpm. the nobles of Bavaria, and the 
dukes of Saxony, but whofe beauteous form and fplendid accomplifhments con- 
cealed an ambitious mind, the fource of equal calamities to her confort and the 
empire . His fon, Lothaire, foon after married Ermengarde, daughter to count 
•Hugh ; and Pepin, king of Aquitaine, elpoufecl; the daughter of Theodebert, 
count of Madrie — a diftrift which comprehended that .extent of country which 
is now bounded by. Evreux, Vernon and the iSeine.' 1. . . 

A. D. 822.] The rejoicings which attended the celebration of thefe nuptials 
were inadequate to ftifle, in the mind of Lewis, the .riling dictates of remorfe. 
The cruelty and injuftice of his conduttto his nephew, his brothers, and to Ade- 
lard and Vala, the -friends of> his father, greyed upon his-fpirits, and proved a 
continual -interruption to his>rcpofe.- -A national .aflembly.was convened at bis 
palace of Attigny*^ and there, in prefence of his prelates and noblest, he be- 
came his own accufer ; aflved forgivendfs of his brothers,; who were' all prefent ; 
granted a general amneftyto all who had 'borne arms againfthim ; recalled thofe 
whom he had baniflied, and reftored them to their eftates and polfeflions ; and 
•finally entreated the bifliopsto fufFer him to atone, by public penance, for the 
crimes -he had committed. By a mifplaced condefcenfion of this nature, Vamba, 
king of Spain, 'had loft his throne ; but Lewis was more fortunate— he regain- 
ed the affe&ion of his '-fubjerfts, which his late -feverity had tended to es- 
trange. About this time Judith gave birth to Charles, furnamed the 'Bald, 
•whole fatal pretentions afterwards (hook the throne of his father, and involved 

the empire in the calamities of civil war. 

A. D. 823, to 829Q - Already that empire was aflailed by the fury of its fo- 
reign enemies; the (Britons once more refumed their arms, and violated their 
recent oaths of allegiance ; the Normans renewed their incurfions ; a torrent of 
Moors deluged the face of Catalonia ; the revolt of Navarre may be confidered 

* Egin. in Ann. + Vit. Lud. Pii.— Theggn, 
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as the foundation of its future dn dependence ; and the dark fcehe of domeftic 
difcord clofed the gloomy profpeft. ■ 

Charles, the fon of Judith, having, as yet, no allotment of empire, Lewis 
propofed to difmember the poffelhons of his other children, in order to form a 
feparace kingdom for him.- The three princes, at.firft, refufed to confent to 
their father's propofals ; but Lothaire, being gained over by the careftes of the 
emprefs, withdrew his.oppofition, and as; he had holden the young prince on 
the baptifmal font, he promifed to become his protector, and Twore to defend 
him againft all his enemies. Lewis, being thus affured of the fupport of his el- 
deft fon, convoked a general affembly at Worms*, where he gave to Charles,. 
, with the title of.King* that part of Germany which is bounded by the Danube, 
the Maine, the Neckar, and the- Rhine ; the country of the Grifons, and the 
diftrift of Burgundy, which comprehends Geneva and the Swifs Cantons'! 
• A. D. 830.3 This partition operated as a fignal:of;rev:olt.,; Lothaire, at firfc, 
adhered to the promife he had recently made:, but' being. unable to conceal his 
difcontent, he fpeedily.forfook the court, and retired to Italy. The kings of 
Bavaria and Aquitaine alio retired to their refpedtive dominions. The. prelates 
and nobles murmured at being/obliged to. violate the, oaths they had taken, to 
admit of no change in the fiHc^pai^tition of the empire,' without the confent of the 
parties concerned ; an oath, which the emperor hirafelf authorifed by his exam- 
•pie;: Their complaints wereiloud,^. and their Reclamations violent, againft the 
emprefs, and her minifter, ' Bernard, count of Barcelona, a nobleman, highly 
diftinguifhed by the luftre of ; his rank, and by his brave and enterpriiing, : lpi- 
rit ^though, if contemporary v/riters pay, be credited,., his birth was : fuperior 
to Jiis .virtue, and his courage* better jth&n his principals. His attachment to the 
. iritexeft of prince Gharles,r andliis .clofeattention to the duties; of his office, as 
chamberlain to the en^prefs, 'gave birth:to fufpicions inimical to the virtue of Ju~ 
!difht* : "The emprefs was, .at this time,, intrtiited not , only with the care of the 
wardrobe, but of ..the, money, deftined for the pay and fupport of the troops : 
. and it was; the chamberlain's bufmefs jto<; -receive and .execute' her orders]) . The 
:frequ6nt:)entei;viewS'.wliich lie. had .with. his. royal miftrefs, for this purpofc, 
-iWer.e*3 .by~the;.cahimnio:us and.dilaffe&ed^ r r eprefented as. amorous : alHgnatipns ; 
)and a report • was induftripufty/pr^ foblifvecl 
between thera; ; They went rftillrr farther— and maintained that Bernard had 
formed a project for putting the emp;eror .and his. three . children to death, that 
he might marry the objeft of his guilty paffion.. ' . . 
- ; ; The; abbot Vala was one of the fit ft dupes to this, injurious calumny ; imprelfed 
- with a conviftion of .Bernard's guiit^ which exiftcd but in the brain of Pafcafe 
p R^thberty; his friend, his biographer and fucceflor ; he did not give himlelf the 
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tremble to inveftigate the odious charge, but openly declared agaiiiit . the mini- 
fter, in favour of a prince whofe honour he afrefted to revere, and whole fafety 
he pretended to con fait, by exciting his fabje&s to revolt. He was joined by 
the abbot of Saint Denis, with the bifhops of Lyons, Vienne, and Amiens — three 
prelates whofe merit gave a degree of credit to the faftion — by a great number 
of the nobles, and in Ihort by all the malcontents in the kingdom. The king of 
Aquitaine was thefirftwho hoifted the ftandard of rebellion ; having advanced 
as far as Verberie, at the head of a powerful army, he feized the perfonof the 
emprefs, who had taken refuge in the church of Notre-Dame, condemned her to 
perpetual exile,; and forced her to. take the veil in the convent of lladcgonda, at 



Poitiers- 



At this critical conjuncture, the emperor defired a diet might be convened at 
his palace at Gompiegne, Thither this timid prince repaired ; and, inftead of 
afcentling the throne- that was prepared for him, he meanly defcended to ackiiow* 
ledge his faults, and to commend the zeal of thofe who had obliged him to re- 
form his. con chid*. An acknowledgement of this kind was little expected; 
and from the temper of the times, it might naturally have been fuppofed, that 
it would rather tend to encreafe than to allay the fpirit of difcontent : it had, 
however, a contrary effe.£fc, ;and produced fome tranfient gleams of returning 



loyalty; but the arrival of Lothaire gave, a new alp eft to affairs ; and Levis', 
with his foil Charles, ' was compelled to furrender at difcretion to the rebels,, 
who affefted to treat him with profound relpecl, but were particularly careful 
to fecure his perfon.. He was furronnded by people who had fecret orders to 
perfuade him to affiime the xnonaftic habit: though averfe to the plan, yet he 
pretended to favour it, ahdaiked.but'for. a fliort delay to give, the matter a more 
mature confi deration.- 

During this interval a monk, named' Gombaud r who poffelfed a bold and en- 
terprising ipirifc, undertook to releafe his fovereign from that ftate of captivity 
in which he was kept by his fons. with this view he talked to. the bifhops, and 
reminded them of the different privileges that had been fecured to them by the 
emperor. To the nobles he employed the fame arguments ; and they proved 
equally, fuccefsful with .both.. He then- waited on the kings of Bavaria and Aqui- 
taine, and expatiated with Inch energy and effect,, on the goodnefs of their fa- 
ther, on their own ingratitude, and on the extreme pride and arrogance of their 
brother, that thofe monarchs confented to do whatever he required. To' Lo- 
thaire, -whofe confidence he enjoyed, he artfully intimated the necelfity of holding 
a parliament, (in imitation, of his predeceffors). by wliom his authority might be 
fully and formally acknowledged ; and Ley/is declared incapable of fwaying 
the fceptre. The young prince liftened to him with attention ; and it was, ac- 
cordingly decided,, that the diet fliould beholden at Nimeguen, and that everyone* 
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fhoukl repair to it unarmed- Notwithft Sliding this prohibition, the abbot of 
Saint Denis went accompanied by a number of armed men ; but he was imme- 
diately ordered to leave both the palace and the town ; and the feverity he 
experienced alarmed the faxious, whofe fchemes were entirely fruftrated by the 



iteady zeal of the Germans. Thefe 
their old mailer 



great 



his perfon was in danger ; Simulated by his fears, he threw himfelf at the feet 



him 



prefTed*. In the breaft of Lewis, the refentment of the fovereign gave way to 
the tendernefs of the parent, and, overcome by the fubmilTion of his fon, he 
publicly pronounced his pardon. The principal confpirators were tried by the 

afTembly, and received fentence of death; but the emperor contented himfelf 

with confining them in different monafteries. JefTe, bifhop of x^miens, one of 
the moft fa&ious, was depofed by an ecclefiaftical council, and Vala, who rc- 
fuled to accept a pardon, on condition of acknowledging that he had a&ed in op- 
pofition to his duty, was imprifoned in a caftle, fituated on the fummit of q. 
rock which hung over the lake of Geneva. 

A. D. 831. J Lewis was no fooner eftablifhed on his throne, than he recalled 



from 

having been extorted by force, wei 



Juditl 



gory the fourth. She appeared before an aflembly of nobles at Aix4a-Chapelle, 
where Hie fwore to her innocence of the crimes that were laid to Ker charge ; 
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nious. 
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be reflored ; but the efta- 



blifliment of Charles, the rebellious dilpofition of the emperor's fons by his firft 
wife, with the implacable enmity of Judith, again h 

ble and confufion. — Pepin again hoifled the flan dard of revolt, and engaged his 



him 



difconcerted 



their proje&s, and compelled them to fue for mercy. The kings of Italy and 
Bavaria received an unconditional pardon ; and Pepin, who was the moft guilty, 
was ordered to repair to Treves, and there wait till he fhould have permiflion 
from the emperor to return to his dominions. But he efcaped from the guards 
who were appointed to efcort him, and once more excited a war as impious in 
its objeft, as deteftible in its effetts. Lewis thought to ftop its progrefs by revo- 
king his grant of Aquitaine to his rebellious fon, and transferring th 
"to Charles ; but this only increafed the general difcontent, and doubled the 
number of his onemies. The apprehenfion of a fimilar chaftifement induced 
the kings of Italy and Bavaria to take up arms in defence of their brother 
troops were levied on all fides— and the' forces of the confederate princes effeft 
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ed a junftion near Rotsfeld," between Bafle and Strafbourg, in a plain fince cal- 
led— " The Field of Falthood." 

Pope Gregory the. fourth, delighted with an opportunity of becoming arbiter 
in a difpute the objeft of which was a crown, was bafe enough toefponfe the 
caufe of children who. were fighting againft their parent. Repairing to the 
camp of the rebels, he menaced with the thunders of the church, all thqfe who, 
prefer ving their loyalty, fhould refufe to take up arms againft the emperor. 
Several prelates, men of known piety, either {educed by the intrigues, cr inti- 
midated by the threats of the fovereign pontiff, infifted that Lewis fhould fub- 
mit to his decifions*. Others, however, remained faithful to their fovereign, 

and, with becoming fpirit, wrote to the officious prieftt, exprefSng their con- 
cern that a man of his char after and profeffion fhould appear at the head of a 
party, who had violated the laws of nature, of honour, and religion. They 
reminded him of the oath which he had taken to the emperor, after his exalta- 
tion to the chair of Saint Peter ; an oath which he could not break without in- 
curring the guilt of facrilege. They affiired him that fhould he dare to pro- 
nounce a fentence of excommunication againft them, he fhould return to Rome 
branded by the anathema of the French and German ehurchest. Finally they 
warned him, that affairs might take fuch a turn as to produce his depofition 
from the papal throne, of which he had proved hinifelf unworthy by a conduct 
fo repugnant to the facred canons, and to the fpirit of chriflianity. This firm- 
nefs aitonifhed Gregory, and made him repent his hafty engagement in an en- 

terprife that might be attended with fuch fatal confequences to himfelf ; but the 
abbot Vala, Pafcafe Rathbert, and fome other monks, who frequented his court, 
diffipated his fears, by giving him to underftand that the holy fee was fuperior 
to any earthly jurifdiition. Thus encouraged, Gregory anfwered the French 
'prelates in terms of arrogance and feverityj] ; he dared to afTert that the impe- 
rial was inferior to the papal power ; openly declaiming againft the emperor, 
cerffpring his conduct, and difclahning all obligation, except that of reprehend- 
ing hip. whenever he fhould forget his duty. 

Lewis, in the mean time, afTembled his troops, and marched to meet his fons 
in the hope either of reducing them to fubmiilion, or of bringing them to an 
engagement. The two armies were in fight of each other, when the three bro- 
thers, by a ftroke of policy confiftent with their perfidious proje&s, engaged the 
fovereign pontiff to negociate an accommodation with their father. The pope 
accordingly repaired to the emperor's camp, where no honours of any kind were 
paid him ; but where Lewis reproached him Math the irregularity of his conduit, 
and particularly with his prefumption, in daring to enter the French dominions 
without his- permiflion. He kept him, however, fome days in his camp, which 

* Vit. Lnd. Pii. + Thegan. c. 42.— Vita Valas Abbot.— Nithard. Ibid.— Anna!. Fuld. et Bertin. 
% Si exeommumcafurus advcniret,.excommunicatus abiret, cum aliter fehaberet antiquorum canonum au- 
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were employed by the infidious pontiff in debauching his troops : — The whole 
army went over to the rebels ; and the unhappy monarch was haftily depofed 
by an obfequious afiembly of the dependants of the confederates ; and Lothaire > 
by the fame authority, was raifed to the vacant throne. The emprefs Was^cLif- 
miffed to a nunnery at Tortona, Charles was ftri&ly guarded in the monaftery of 
Saint Medard, at SoHFons, and his fon Charles in the abbey of Prum, in the foreft 
of Ardennes. The vi&orious princes, after folemn profeffions of mutual attach- 
ment, feparated, and each retired to his refpeftive dominions ; the pope to Rome, 
and Pepin and Lewis to Aquitaine and Bavaria. 

A. D; 834.3 It had been formerly fettled by pope Leo, and confirmed by a 
folemn decree of the twelfth council of Toledo, that no man who wore the habit 
of a penitent could difcharge any civil or military functions. For this reaibn, 
Ebbon, archbifliop of Rheims, a prelate of the molt profligate manners, con- 
demned his fovereign to fubmit to the degradation of a public penance in the 
church of Saint Medard ; after which ceremony, they ftripped him of his impe- 
rial veftments, and clothed him in a drefs ftigmatized by the church, and inca- 
pacitating him from exercifing the duties and prerogatives of royalty. But his 
fubmiffive refignation to the infults of an unnatural fon, obliterated all his paft 
errors and imprudence: the misfortunes of their lawful fovereign excited the 
pity of the multitude, ever difcontented with the ruling powers — and the a&ive 
diligence of his adherents foon opened the road for his reftoration. Drogon, 
hifhop of Metz, awakened Lewis of Bavaria to a fenfe of his intereft and duty ; 
he armed in the caufe of a fovereign and a parent ; — the nobility of France fol- 
lowed his example. The king of Aquitaine, through the perfuafions of the 
abbot Hugh, joined him with his forces — the Saxons efpoufed their caufe. The 
aged emperor was at length reftored at Saint Denis ; his fon Charles was re- 
leafed from confinement ; and Lothaire, after a fruitlefs refiftance, was com- 
pelled to acknowledge his crime, and throw himfelf on the mercy of his father. 

A. D. 835, 836, 837, 838.3 Lewis was now advanced in years, and the na- 
tural infirmities of age were greatly increafed by the calamities he had expe- 
rienced. The emprefs, aware that his death at this period, would leave her 
fon unprovided for, offered to cede to the king of Italy one-half of the empire, 
on condition that he fhould fecure the other half to prince Charles. To this 
Lothaire confented, but as he was on his road to the French court, he was at- 
tacked by an infectious diforder, that proved fatal to his principal councellors ; 
and being deprived of their fiipport, Judith conceived him to be an objeft of 

infignificancc no longer to be dreaded, and confequently no longer to be court- 
ed* She therefore, caft her eyes upon the king of Aquitaine, and by.promiilng 
£0 render the crown hereditary in his family, induced him to efpoufe the intc- 
refts of her Ion*. An aflcmbly was accordingly convoked at Chierfi-upon-Oifr, 

■ 1 

# NUhard, lib. u Annul. Bcrtiu, 



840.1 



LEWIS THE FIRST* L 201 



in which the emperor declared Charles king of that part of Germany which is 
bounded by Saxony and Switzerland, and of all Neuftria — that is, of the whole 
country between the Seine, the Loire and the Sea, together with the territories 
of Toul, Bar, Auxerre, and Sens. This partition met with the approbation 
of the nobles, and was highly acceptable to Pepin ; but the death of that mo- 
narch, foon after his return to Bourdeaux, rendered it neceflary to adopt fome 
new arrangements. 

The emperor, when he affigned different kingdoms to his foris, referved to 
himfelf the right, in cafe they fliould die before him, of difpofing of them at 

his pleafure. At the folicitation of the emprefs, he now confented to defpoil 
the two fons of Pepin of their inheritance, in order augment the appanage of 



Charles. Lewis of Bavaria, difpleafed with the late decifions of the afTembly 
at Chierfi, had taken up arms ; and though this revolt had been flifled in its 
birth, it neverthelefs excited a degree of refentment in the emperor, that indu- 
ced him to curtail his dominions by confining him folely to the pofleflion of Ba- 
varia. Lothaire was now re-called from Italy, and a new divifion of the em- 
pire took place. All the fouthern and weftern provinces of France, which form- 
ed nearly the prefent kingdom, were affignedto the fon of Judith ; and the reft, 
with the exception of Bavaria, was fecured to the king of Italy, who* took an 
oath to become the guardian and protestor of Charles. 

A. D. 839, 840.3 An infurreftion in Aquitaine, for the purpofe of placing 
the eldeft fon of Pepin on the throne of his father, induced the emperor to march 
thither with a numerous army : but he had no fooner reduced the infurgents to 
fubmiffion, than he received information, that Lewis of Bavaria had embraced 
that opportunity to make an irruption into Germany. Thither he accordingly 

repaired; and, by his prefence, duelled the gathering clouds of rebellion. Ha- 
vingreftored tranquillity to his dominions, he aiTembled a parliament at Worms- 
in the hope of eftablifhing a perfeft harmony between his children ; but he did 
not live to accomplifh this defirable objeft. Finding his ftrength fail him, he 
was conveyed to an ifland in the Rhine, near Mayence, where he languifhed 
for fix weeks, and then expired, in the feventy-fecond year of his age, and the 
twenty-feventh of his reign. A few days before his death, he fent a crown, a 
fword, and a fceptre of gold, enriched with precious ftones, to Lothaire, as a 
proof that he meant him to govern the empire ; at the fame time, he exhorted 
that prince to remember the folemn promife he had given to the emprefs and 
her fon Charles. — Being prelfed by the bifliop of Metz to pardon Lewis of Ba- 
varia, he replied — " I pardon him with all my heart ; but tell him from me, 
u that he ought to think feiioufly of obtaining pardon from God, for bringing 
" m y g^y hairs with forrow to the grave." 

The mind of Lewis exhibited a fcrange mixture of virtue and weaknefs ; in- 
trepid in the field, but iiTefolute in the cabinet ; — humane from inclination, 
from timidity cruel ; he had ienfe enough to promulgate good and wholefopie 



1 



.202 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [840. 

laws > but not flifficient fpirit to enforce their obfervance. Injudicious in the 
choice of his minifters, he conferred favours on the unworthy, and was invol- 
ved in calamities from vices not his own • Superftitioufly devout, his clofe at- 
tention to the minutia of a religion, in which fubftance is but two frequently fa- 
crificed to forms, led him to negle<5t the moft effential duties of government, 
and entruft to favourites what he fliould have executed himfelf. Hence the fac- 
tious and turbulent derived encouragement ; and, profiting by the meeknefs of 
the executive power, fpread anarchy and defolation throughout the empire. 
In fliort, the virtues of Lewis might have procured him diftindtion in a eloifter, 
but were by no means calculated to embellifh a throne. 

This monarch was interred in the church of Saint Arnoul, at Metz. By Er- 
mengarde he had three fons — Lothaire, Pepin, and Lewis; and four daughters, 
Adelaide married to Conrad, count of Paris ; Gifele, mother to Berenger, king 
of Italy; Alpaide, wife to count Begon ; and Hildegarde, who was married to 
count ThierrL By Judith of Bavaria, he had Charles, furnamed the Bald. 

Some of the capitularies of this prince regulate the quantum of contribution to 
be paid by certain convents towards the fiipport of the ftate. The monks had 
become fo rich, that the celebrated Alcuinus is faid to have had upwards of 
twenty thoufand flaves ; and fo powerful, that fome of them had the audacity 
to ftand forward as the leaders of a party, and in that capacity to aflemble 
troops. The abbots, a title that was confined to the heads of monafteries, 
from that time affirmed the paftoral ftaff, which was the fymbol of pontifical 
dignity with the ancient Pvomans. 
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x\. D. 840.] THE ambition of Lothaire, which had frequently filenced the 
di&ates of nature, fcorned to be confined by the feeble barrier of an oath. On 
the firft news of the emperor's death, he refolved to effeft the depofition of his 
two brothers ; and, with that view, levied a powerful army, and directed. his 
march towards the frontiers of Germany. He hoped to take Lewis of Bavaria 
by furprife, but was greatly aftonifhed to find him prepared with a formidable 
body of troops, to dilpute the paflage into his dominions*. A reception fo un- 
expected difconcertcd his plan ; and, not daring to advancet, he propofed an in- 



mu 



agreed on. Each party had his views in confenting to a truce ; Lewis was anxi- 
ous to fecure the Saxons, and the reft of his German fubjeifts ; while Lothaire 
intent upon an invalion of France, whither he had been invited by fome of 



was 



wafle 



the principal nobility. 
poflTeflions- of all who refufed to efpoufe his caufe. Charles, having aflembled 
a fmall army to oppofe the progrefs of his perfidious brother, fixed his camp at 
Orleans ; and the difpute was on the point of being decided by a battle, when 
Lothaire, who had vainly endeavoured to feduce from their duty the troops 
of his opponent, fuddenty propofed an accommodation. Though he infifted 
on the ceifion of a part of Neuftria, Charles thought it more prudent to pur- 
chafe a peace, even on thefe hard terms, than to rifque an action with an ene- 



my whofe forces were 
promifed to abide by th 



gre 



afTembly 



Lothaire, hoy/ever, 
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ly fummoned to meet at the palace of Attigny upon the Aifne, in the month of 
May, in the following year ; till which time no hoftilities were to be attempted 
againft Charles. This revived the hopes of the young monarch, vJho placed a 
firm reliance on the affe&ion of his fubje&s, and the equity of the nation, 
which began to evince a ftrong attachment to his interefts. 

A. D. 841 -3 The diet affembledat the appointed time ; butLothaire negleftedto 
attend it, though it was convened by his orders. This violation of his word, 
together with a fecond irruption into Germany, and fome new efforts to gain 
over the nobles of Neuflria, at length convinced the two kings that it was necef- 
fary'they fhould unite their utmoft endeavours to reftrain the ambition of their 
elded brother. A jun&ion of their forces was accordingly effected, on the con- 
fines of Lorraine ; where, though greatly fuperior in number to Lothaire, they 
made the moft equitable propofals of accommodation. To thefethe Italian mo- 
narch pretended to liften ; but he only waited till the fon of Pepin had joined him 
with a ftrong reinforcement, from Aquitaine, when hefuddenlyputaftop to the 
negociation, and advanced to the plains of Fontenay, a village in the Auxerrois ; 
where a moft bloody and obftinate engagement took place* . The caufe of 
juftice prevailed j and Lewis and Charles were left mafters of the field. It has 
been pretended, by fome modern writers, that one hundred thoufand men fell 
in the battle ; but this muft be a grofs exaggeration, as Nithard, a contempo- 
rary author, who was prefent at the a&ion, takes no notice of a circumftance, 
that, if true, could not have efcaped his attention, 

Lothaire, compelled to fly, took refuge at Aix4a-Chapelle, where he exer- 
ted his utmoft efforts to give new ftrength to his declining party* As the Sax- 
ons had been partly compelled to embrace chriftianity, he fought to fecure their 
affiftance by permitting them to renew their ancient laws and cuftoms t. When, 
by his intrigues, he had collefted a fufficient force, he made an unfuccefsful at- 
tempt on the borders of Bavaria ; then, directing his march towards Paris, he 
laid the whole country wafte ; till, being ftopped by an inundation of the Seine, 
he was compelled to return, without accomplifhing the object of his expedition. 

A. D. 842, 843.] Lothaire's defign was to effect a divifion between the 
two kings, but all his efforts for this purpofe proved fruitlefs. Charles and 
Lewis, convinced that their common fafety depended on their union, folemnly 
confirmed the league that fubfifted between them, and renewed their alliance, 
by an oath drawn up in their refpe&ive languages : Lewis fwore in the Roman 
language, that he might be underftood by the French, to whom his oath was 
addrefTed ; and Charles in the Titdejcau^ or, as it was indifcriminately called, the 
Frank-Tent ch^ Theotifte, Theotique, or Thiois^ to render himfelf intelligible to his-, 
brother's fubj eft st. The Roman language was fpoken in Neuftria, and was a. 



* AnrjaU Benin et Fuld. + Annal. Bertin. J The oath of Lewis being confidered aa a curious 
monument of the ancient Roman language, from which the prefent language of France is derived, wehave> 
for the gratification of our readers, extracted it from Nithard, a contemporary writer, — «* Pro don amur ct 
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corrupt mixture of the Latin with the Celtic; the latter wa a kind of Geiv 

man, nearly refembling the prefent dialed of the Fr ifians . 

The two princes, though of fuperior force, again fought to bring the emperor 

to an accommodation ; but he proudly refufed to admit their ^mbafladors to an 
audience, and even difmifTed them with ignominy. An infult fo grofs, excited 

univerfal indignation; the troops of Lewis and Charles loudly demanded to be 
led againft the man whom they juftly confidered as the author of thofe troubles, 
to which the empire was expofed. Their leaders chearfully complied with 
their requeft ; the army was put in motion ; and,, on its approach, the biftiop of 
Mayence, who had been appointed to guard the banks of the Mofelle, deferted 
his poll, and fled with the utmoft precipitation. Lothaire, unable to refill the 
torrent, left his palace at Sinfik, and took refuge at Aix-la-Chapelle ; but, hearing 
that his brothers were advancing, he ftrippedhis father's magnificent palace of 
all its moll valuable effe&s, and retired towards the Rhone, with the intention, 

if purfued, to pafs on to Italy. 

A doubt now arofe in the minds of the conquerors, from the uncertainty whe- 
ther they ought to take poffeflion of a country which there was noboby to difpute 
with them, or to reftore it to a brother who had left it only from his inability to 
defend it. This knotty point was referred to the decifion of the bifliops ; the 
epifcopal character, according to the prevailing fuperftition of the times, being 
gifted with fuperior knowledge, as well on political and martial affairs, as on ec- 
clefiafticai matters. From this abfurd idea was derived that enormous extent 
of authority poflefled by the prelates, who, being empowered to decide on all 
queftions, of whatever nature, found the means of turning every thing to their 
own advantage. Princes themfelves encreafed, by their conduct, the ambition 

of the heirharchy ; andj by accepting crowns from the hands of the bifhops 7 
gave them the power to difpofe of them. Such prelates as followed the court, 
affembled at Aix-la-Chapelle, in order to decide on the fate of Lothaire ; and 

t€ pro ehriftian poblo et noftro commun falvament, did dl en avant, in quant Deus favir et potir me dunat* 
u fi falvarai co cell mcon fradra Karlo, et in adjudha et in cadhuna cofa, fi cum hom per dreit fon fradra 
" falvar dift, inoquid il imi altre fi faret ; et ab Ludher nul plaid nunquam prindrai, q«i meon vol cift me- 
H on fradne Karle in damno fit," The following is a literal tranflation of it : « For the love of God and of 
u the chriftian people, and for our common fafety, from this day forward* fo long as God lhall give me 
" knowledge and power, Iwillfave (defend) my brother Charles, and will affift him in every thing, as 
" a man by right ought to fave his brother, becaufe he vvculd do as much for me ; and I will enter into 
" no treaty with Lothaire, that by my inclination fhall prove prejudicial to. my brother Charles."— ■ When 
the Romans firft invaded Gaul, the Celtic was the prevailing language of the country : but the conque- 
rors wiming, agreeably to their ufual policy, to accuitom the people they had fubdued to their own laws, 
manners, and cufioms, were ftudious to promote the ufe of the Latin language, as the beft mode of faci- 
litating the accompliftiment of that defirable objeft: and the Gauls themfelves, defpairing of ever reco- 
vering their native independence, confidered Rome as their native country, and afpiring to the attainment 
of honours, were anxious to pleafe their conquerors by learning their language. Hence, the Celtic became 
corrupted* and by degrees was totally loft in that mixed jargon denominated the Roman. 

See Origine et Revolutions des Langues Celtique et Francoife- 
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they all declared, with one voice, that he had forfeited his right to the crown, 
and that his fubje&s were coniequeritly abfolved from their oaths of allegiance. 
They next aiked Lewis and Charles, if they would promife to govern with grea- 
ter juftice than Lothaire ; to this the monarchs, of courfe, replied in the affir- 
mative ; and the bhhop, who prefided, then faid — cc We permit you, by divine 
authority, to i^eign in the place of your brother, to govern his kingdom accor- 
ding to the will of God — We 'exhort you, we command you fo to do," — In vir- 
tue of this arbitrary decifion, which eftabli'fiied a mod dangerous precedent, 
and fhewed, in the monarchs who iubmitted to it, an aflonifliing degree of im- 
becility, the provinces which Lothaire had abandoned, were equally divided be- 
tween the brothers. But this partition was fpeedily changed; for the emperor, 
confeious of his own inability to maintain a war again!! forces fo fuperior to 
his own, made his pride fubfervient to his intereft, and now humbly folicited 
that accommodation which he had fo recently reje&ed with difdain. His bro- 
thers, fincerely wifning for the reftoration of tranquillity, liftened to his propo- 
fals with joy ; and the three nionarchs meeting at Verdun, a new divifion of the 
empire took place. Charles the bald was fecured in the pofleflion of Neuftria, 
Aquitaine, and Septimariia ; to Lothaire was confirmed, with the title of empe- 
ror, all Italy, Provence, Franchc Conite, the Lyonnois, and all that country 
which lies within the Rhone, the Rhine, and the Saone ; the Meufe and the 
Scheld: and Bavaria, with the reft of Germany, was afligned to Lewis— rwhence 
he acquired the appellation of" Lewis the German." — by which he will hereaf- 
ter be diftinguifhed. To this territory were annexed the cities of Mayence, 
Worms, and Spires, with their diocefes, merely for the purpofe of fupplying 
him with wine, no vineyards, having been yet planted, in any part of his Ger- 
man-dominions*. Adelard, a nobleman of Aquitaine, whole grand-daughter Er- 
jnentrude Charles had recently married, acted as a mediator between the con- 
tending parties, and promoted the conclufion of the prefent treaty, by which 
the flames of civil Avar were, for the prefent, extinguiflied. 

The attention of Charles and his brother was now directed to feme commo- 
tions of inferior confequence, which prevailed in different parts of their domi- 
nions. A revolt of the Abodrites was fpeedily quelled by Lewis the German ; 
and count Bernard, who maintained a cqrrefpondence with the enemies of 
Charles, paid for his difloyalty with his life* But William, the count's fon, 
feized the city of Thouiouie, andraifedup the whole country that borders on 
the Pyrenees, in favour of young Pepin. In vain did the king lay liege to his new 
conqueic * % a confiderable detachment of his troops were attacked by the rebels, 
and totally defeated. In this afrionfell the abbots Hugh and Rikbole, two noble- 
men equally diilinguiflied for the dignity of their birth, and the excellence of 
their character — thev were both descended from the blood royal— the nrft being 



* Regino in Chroncgr. — Marfan, Scot. Chroa* — Sigcbcrt Gcuiblaceafis Chron 
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uncle, and the fecond coufin-german to the king. From this circumftancc, it ap- 
pears, that the prohibition to bear arms was not much attended to by the dig- 
nified clergy. Charles was now compelled to leave William in poflcffion of 
Thouloufe, in order to quell an infurre&ion in Brittany, of which count Lam- 
bert was the principal inftigator and conductor. That nobleman, having been 
expelled from Nantes by duke Nomenoe, had called in the Normans to his a£* 
fiftance, who diftufed terror and difmay through the whole country. 

Thefe favagc hordes had made their firft incurfions on the French territories, 
about the commencement of the ninth century ; when all the power of Charle- 
magne had proved inadequate to prevent them from ravaging the countries of 
Frielland and Saxony. During the reign of his fuccellbr, Lewis the gentle, 
they returned; and, landing at Antwerp, reduced that city to afhes. The trou- 
bles which prevailed in the empire after the death of Lewis, revived their avi- 
dity, and induced them to renew their depredations. They entered France by 
the Seine, [A. D. 842.] and facked the city of Rouen*, which they had taken 
by furprife. Another fleet of the barbarians, under the conduct of Lambert, 
failed up the Loire as far as Nantes, which experienced a fimilar fatet. From 
hence they made, irruptions into Anjou and Touraine, and laid. wafte the whole 
province of Guienne. The monafleries and churches were all plundered, and 
fuch as refufed to pay an exhorbitant ranfom were burnt. All the nuns were 
firft ravifh^d, and then divided among the lavage plunderers ; the priefts, the 
monks, and all fuch as were enfeebled by age, were maffacred ; but the young 
anen and children were either condemned to perpetual flavery, or deftined to be- 
come the companions and accomplices of thefe lawlefs barbarians. When they 
had collected as much booty as they could carry off, they either returned to 
their own country, or elfe repaired to fome other coaft, where they converted 
it into money. 

Encouraged by the fuccefs of their firft incurfions, they were fpeedily induced 
to renew them. In 844, the ocean was covered with their fhips* It was no 
longer a band of thieves failing without order or regularity in purfuit of plun- 
der, but a formidable fleet of .fix hundred veffels, commanded by a king, and 
containing a numerous army. This prince, whofe name was Erict, took Ham- 
burg by furprife, then advanced into the interior parts of Germany, committed 
the moft horrid devastations, defeated the natives in two pitched battles ; and, 
returning to his dominions laden with plunder, difpatched Regnier, one of his 
captains, into France. Entering the Seine with a hundred and twenty veffels, 
he attacked Rouen, which was again taken and pillaged ; he then continued 
his courfe up the river, till he came to Paris||, which being unprovided with 
the means of defence, became a prey to the barbarians. Charles the bald 
had retired to Saint Denis, where Jie had thrown up entrenchments for the 

* Annal. Bertin, + Reginio inChron. X Am?. Met. || Ann, Bcrtin. 
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purpofe of defending the facred relics that were there depoiited. Not daring 
to rife a battle, he was compelled to liften to the degrading propofals of the 



Nox 
wei 



the price of his abfence, feven thoufand 



This 



: fincethe 



money thus given to purchafe a peace fupplicd the invaders with the means of 
renewing the war. Nor did they fail to profit by the advantage they had ac- 
quired. Every year of Charles's reign was fignalized by Ibme new irruption ; 
Bordeaux, Ghent, Rouen, Nantes, Touraine, Angers, Blois, Saint-Valery, 
Amiens, Noyon and Beauvais, were lucceffively and repeatedly attacked, re- 
duced, and plundered. To fee a defcendant of Charlemagne in league with 
thefe lawlefs depredators, was the only occurrence that could increafethe hor- 
ror of the fcene. Young Pepin, abandoned by the people of Aquitaine, [ 



] 



and to forward their fchemes* 



Encouraged by this acceifion of force, they fpeedily over-ran the whole king- 

; though attra&ecL at firft, by the mere profpeft of plunder, 



ance 



more important denims 



fettlement. They feized tl 
their head-quarters, fent out detachments to ravage the furrounding country ; 
nor could the king diilodg<$ them from their important poft, [A. D. 86 1.] which 
opened them a paffage into the very heart of Neuftria, till he had procured the 
affiftance of their own countrymen ; — though fometimes conquered, they fpee- 
dily returned with frefh forces. 

It was not long before they re-appeared on the beautiful banks of the Loire, 
where they committed the moft horrid exceifes. In 864, Orleans and Poitiers, 
being taken by efcalade, were pillaged and burnt. Another band of adventu- 
rers forced the palfages of Pifte on the Seinet, and defeated a body of French 
that were fent to defend them. Charles, 
eftablifli themfelves on that river, made propofals for an accommodation, and 



meant 



was mean 



him 



them 
*v Nc 



that had been killed by the peafants in their own defence, and confented to ran- 



fom 



On thefe 



Jumieges 



865 ; that is, till every article of the treaty was literally fulfilled. Some time 
after, another detachment, in conjunction with the Bretons, furprifed and facked 
the town of Mans. Thefe were nurfued bv Robert the Strong:, who was unfor- 



arrow 



This nobleman, with regard to whofe origin fo many different 

* Ann, Benin. J- + ibid. 
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prevailed*, had been honoured with the government-' and ducal title of what was 
then called the duchy of Paris ; he was the 'great-grandfather of Hugh Capet, - 
from whom all the monarchs who have reigned over France for thefe laft eight 
hundred years were defcended. His lols was uhiverfally lamented, arid he re- 
ceived the appellation of the Macabeus of the age: ■■' :: JV 
Anew incurfloh of the Normans into Anjou, at length awakened the king 

from his lethargy, and determined him to exert every effort, to expel the for- 
midable ravagers from his dominions. Solomon, duke of Brittanyt, was per- 
fuaded to join his forces to thofe of Charles. The principal leaders, of thefe 
daring adventurers were befieged in Angiers, [A.D. .873.] and, after being re- 
duced to the laft extremity, fubmitted to purchafe their retreat, and ranfom 
their mips, by furrendering the fpoil they had acquired. They were permit- 
ted 'to retire to an ifland on the Loire, on condition that they would leave it in 
the month of February in the following year. But when the time came for their 
departure, they refufed to comply with the terms of capitulation ; and as Charles 
had not fhips fufficient for the purpofe of diflodging them, they remained there 
fometime longer ; during which they continued their ufual depredations. 

Such were the calamities to which the kingdom f was expofed, under the reign 
of Charles, by the dreadful incurfions of the Normans. We judged it expedi- 
ent to relate them together, that the attention of the reader might not be divi- 
ded ; arid that, by bringing them, as it were, to apoint, he might be the better 
enabled to appreciate the weaknefs of the government, which was incapable of 
adopting the necefTary means of defence; arid the igriorarice of the age, which 
neither pofTefled the art of fortifying towns, nor the precaution of providing 
r'efources againft the time of misfortune. - \ 

A. D. 844.] Lothaire's firft care, after the accommodation with his bro- 
thers, was to regulate the affairs of Italy. Pope Gregory the fourth was dead ; 
and Sergius thefecond, being elected to fucceed him, had been confecrated with- 
out waiting for the emperor's confirmation. That prince, in order to prevent 
any fat lire infringement of his authority, fent his fori L^yis into Italy, accom- 
panied by his uncle Drogon, biQiop of Metz. The prelate was enjoined to a£ 

as . many bifhops as he could collccl, and to inveftigate the cir- 
cmnftances attending the ele&ion of Sergius. The new pontiff thought to avert 
the impendirig ftormt by loading the young prince with carefTes, and by pay- 
ing him extraordinary honours and refpecT:. When Lewis went to the church 
• of Saint Peter, he waited for him at the top of the fteps||, and after embracing 
him with great tendernefs, placed him at his right hand, and conduced him to 
the' fan'ftuary, : ' Sdme t) ays after his arriv al, the Italian bimops afTembled to 
try Sergius ; Drogon preflded, as uncle to the prince. The fovereign pontiff 
appeared before them, and anfwered all the accufatioris preferred againft nim« 

* Gefta Norman. + Annal. Fuld. et Bcrtin. $ Severinus Binius. || Annal. Berlin, 
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The verdict of the prelates, cleared him from the imputation ofmifcondutf: : his 
election was confirmed,, and. he took the oath of fidelity to Lothaire. It was fet- 
tled that, in future, the popes,, according to ancient cuftom, fhould neyer be 
ordained vyithput^the.cQnfent of. the. emperor, and always, in prefence of his en- 
voys. This affair being terminated,' .Sergius crowned Lewis : king, , of Lombar- 
dy, and made Drogon his. vicar-general in Gaul and Germany. . The French 
clergy, aflembled at the; pal ace of Verneuil, found theml^ 
raffed, with regard to the creation of this extraordinaiw office,: 'they w.ere loth 
to refufe any thing to a; prelate who was relpe&able from Jiis ,age, his piety, 
and his. birth, but, on the othei? hand, they were afraid to fuffer the court of 
Home to afiume an .authority, that might be attended with dangerous conic- 
quences*. It was determined,, therefore, to refer, the matter toth<? deciuon of 
a. national council, ,vThe^ntentions. of Drogon were, good,; he, mpdeftly regar- 
ded this determination as a delicate refufal, and forbore to make ufe of the 
power entrufted to him. . ; • 

A. D. 845--]; The ^rpnch. empire had never been expofed to lb many cala- 
mities as it- now experienced.; Germany was ■ laid waftje.lpy the jSlonns,ns ; : an 
infurreftion had taken, pjace in Provence, at the inftigation ojr duke Fulcrade, 
which was- not quelled till the rebels " lijad Jliftained a tot^l defeat, young Pepin 
had collected a rfrefh. army, and .compelled. Charles to.. grant . him peace^ and to 
cede to him all the r kingdoin of Aquitaine., except Poitou, Samtonge, and. An- 
goitnjoisf, to be holden. as* a fief of , the crown. A revolt .of Nomenp.e, duke 



of the Bretons, induced the king to . march an army againft him,; but falling 
into an ambufcade;, his troops were ^defeated, and he himfelf obliged to fly ; 
returning, however, with a ftrong reinforcement,, the duke folicjited a pardon, 
and returned. to hi& duty., 



A. D. 846.] The king of Lombardy^ ^having attacked the Saracens, who 
had, pillaged the church of Saint Peter,- was defeated,- and with difficulty eica- 
ped to Rome. The bifhops, at this period, as depofitaries of the faith, thought 
that no limits fhould be affigned to their prerogatives ; : ;and the nobles, as defen- 
der s , of i.the. country, imagined that their will fliould.be law- Charles, prefTed 
by -the e.cclefiaflics, . was conftrained to (wear that their .perfons and their, order 
he would ever hold facred ; that he would levy no undue impoft, nor exaft 
from the church any other tributes than thofe which had been paid during: the 
reigp ; s ;o£ his, father ..and grandfather? . The , prelates, emboldened, by , fuccefs,. 
dared to prefent certain canons, or ftatutes, to the afTembly at Epernay, which 
^ere/cdcidat^d to render them fole arbiters . of the ft : ate; { .,But they . w,ere 
ftrongly; oppofed by the. nobles || and the difpute growing v/arm, the bifhops 
difplayec^ . f^ch infolence and pride^. that ^ the king! expelled them from the af- 

Things werc ln this Situation, ,when : a n9bleman, named Gilbert^ had 

* Canon 12. + Annal. Grim, $ Ibid. ||. Ibid. 
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the prefumption to carry ofF tlie,emperor/s daughter, and to marry Ker in pub- 
lic. Charles, who was his fpvereign, -either did riot dare, or had not the 
, power, to punifhhim*; the three princes' met at Mer fen upon the Meufe, wher 
.an affembly of the nobles was convened,: >but they had, not liifficient credit .fo 
; procure the condemnation of the culprit ; they were fain to content themfelves 
.with ordaining that, in future; the .crime of -fedtuS ion .fiiould be puriillied ac- 
cording to law. 

A. D. 847 .3 At a fubfequenb aflembly,. holden;.at the -fame place, divers 
regulations were adopted, all of which tended to ftrengthen the friendship that 
'fubfifted between the brothers, who were, by this .(time,- convinced that the 
prefervation of the empire depended on their union. It; -was decreed, that the* 
children of him who fliould die firft fliould fucceed to ithe dominions of his fa- 
ther, without any hindrance or moleftation from his uncles ^provided, however, 
they treated them with all becoming refpeft and fubmiffion* . Byr this decifion, that 
became a law which had hitherto been a matter of doubt. When France w*as 
divided into different kingdoms, if one- of the fovereigns died,' the nation thought 
itfelf entitled to : difpofe of the vacant throne, with the- fole reftri&ion of confi- 
ning their choice to the princes of the blood. Wc have feen Pepin fucceed his 

brother, to the exclufion of his nephews, whom .he .confined in a monaftery. 
The Australian nobles, on the death of Carloman, excluded his children, to give 
the throne to Charlemagne, That prince himfelf, inthediviiion.of his empire, 
feems to have acknowledged this elective power.. u If any one of my chrl- 
cc , dren," fays het, . u fliould die, and leave a fon whom the. people wifli to 1 ap- 
* c , point as his fucceffor, ' his uncles mu£Lgive thfeiK ! confent."i'. .The -recent, ex- 
ample of young Pepin, whom Lewis the gentle defpoiled of r hislfather's dp- 
: minions, in ; order to give them to princerCharlts^^afiibtds (another j pfoof that, 
hitherto, thetfe had been no fixed rule of fucceffion! ;to r the throne.; ,;This.quef- 
tion, then, was firft decided by the affembly of Merfen ; ancbhad-the rule there 
laid down been.ftriftly adhered to, many commotions and much 'bloodfhed 
.would have been prevented ; but it did not long preferve thei force of a^law. 
The fame noblemen who had adopted it will presently be; feen to rejefbor re- 
call, to enthrone or depofe their king-, 1 according.to the diAatcis of caprice ; tin- 
•der the influence of this principle — that, the people. \rhavt 'ay right- to; ekitje their 
011)71 fovereigns — a principle which, though it.betrueiin the abflxaft, - if general- 
ly received without thofe reftritfions and modifications that are indifpenfably 
fequifite- to render it applicable to civilized governments, will ever lSe found 
pregnant with deftruftion to the welfare and good order of fociety. Were a 
monarch fubjeft to depofiticri, M T henever ; the 'caprice of his ; people might urge 
- them to wifli for a change, who would be found willing, to tdke upon himfelf 

I l 1 ' 1 ■ t * 1 - ■ * • • • . f f ' I • ' 9 t 
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the burden of royalty ? — Certainly no one, who was competent to bear it ei- 
ther with honour tohimfelf, or advantage to the nation. - 

Without entering the labyrinth of legal difquifition, or raking up the em- 
bers of political fires, the end and object of government may be eafily difcer- 
ned. Its objeft is evidently to proteft the weak from the violence of theftrong ; 
the fimple, from the fnares of the crafty ; and^ in fhort, to render allthofe dif~ 
tinclions, which are inherent in the nature of man, and are given him for the 

wifeft purpofes, fubfervient to the. general good, by placing a falutary check 
on thofe paffions, the perverfion of which difturbs and empoifons the very 
ftream they are intended to fweeten and purify. Its end is, confequently, to 
promote the happinefs of mankind. But, will it be contended that when the 

ftrong and the crafty become the moffc numerous and powerful, they have a 

right to overturn the fabric, ' ere&ed for fo glorious a purpofe ? — It would be a 

libel on human nature to admit the fiippolition. 

The. throne is hot holden durante bene placito. — In every monarchy there is a 
compact, either exprefs or implied, between the fovereign and his fubjefts. 
So long as the former complies with the terms impofed on him, whatever they 
be, he is as much entitled to the poffeflion of his throne, as a landholder is to a 
copyhold' eftate, on obfervance of the conditions annexed to his tenure. If the 
monarchy :be hereditary , the fame right,* of courfe, extends to the heirs of the 
reigning fovereign and unlefs fome violation of the original compad be pro- 
ved, no difinheritance can take place without the moil: flagrant injuftice. A 

deviation from thefe plain rules, which are founded in truth and juftice, ever 
have- been/ and ever will be, found produ&ive of anarchy, confufion, and 
general infelicity \ .V;' • • • 

A. D. 848.] : Of this the French- empire now exhibited a linking example ; 
incurfions, revolts^ and depredations prevailed throughout the kingdom. The 
nobles of Aquitaine, difcontented with Pepin, fubmitted to Charles ; but a fe- 

• cond guft of caprice foon induced them to forfake their new matter, and to re- 
call their lawfhl fovereign. The territories of Lewis the German were laid 
watte by an ' irruption of the Sclavoniahs, 1 who defeated the troops that were 
fent to oppofe their paffage*. -Marfeilles was pillaged by a band of Greek pi- 

.ratest. > The Saracens took Beneven to byfurprile; and becoming matters of 
: Sicily, and ithei -town of: Berri, they kept the whole coaft in perpetual alarm, 
/ and made even • Rome herfelf tremble for her fafety . « 

A. D. : 849, 850, 851. ] Nomenoe, who had been created duke of Brit- 
tany by Lewis the gentle, taking advantage of the general confufion, feized 

* the towns of Rennes and Mantest, together with the provinces of Maine and 
. Anjou,: :and fliaking off the yoke of France, .openly afTumed the title of king. 

The troubles that prevailed in Aquitaine, prevented the French monarch from 

* 

« m 

* Chron. Fonten, t Annal. Fuld; J Chron. Nannetens, 
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chaftifing this rebellious vaftal ; and while he was engaged in the redu&ion of 
Thouloufe, which had revolted, and in the capture of Charles, the brother of 
Pepin, whom he compelled to afTume the monaftic habit, the duke of Brittany . 
died, and bequeathed his principality to his fon Herilpoe, who with the crown 
inherited the ambition of his father. Charles imagined that the death of the 
duke would facilitate the conquefl of the Bretons, but the event proved the 
fallacy of his expert ations. The French were defeated with great fiaughter, 
and Charles flying to Angers was there met by Herifpoe, when a peace was 
concluded greatly to the advantage and glory of the latter, who obtained a 
confirmation of the title his father had affirmed, on the fimple condition of 

paying homage to the crown of France*. 

A. D. 852, 853, 854.] Thefe misfortunes feemed to be overbalanced by 
the capture of Pepin, who being taken about this time, was fhaved, and di£ 
miffed to the abbey of Saint Medard, at Soiflbns. But the fatisfa&ion expe- 
rienced by Charles on this fortunate event, was fpeedily allayed by a frefh re- 
volt in Aquitaine, where the inhabitants, inftigated by the relations of a cul- 
prit who had been recently executed, depofed their Sovereign, and called the 
fon of Lewis the German to the throne. As Charles was advancing to oppofe 
the ufurpert, he learned that Pepin, having effected his efcape from the mo- 
naftery, had made his appearance in Aquitaine, where a ftrong party had 
declared in his favour. The French monarch, however, purfued his plan of 
hoftilities, and was fo fortunate as to overcome both his adverfaries. The 
fon of Lewis was compelled to abandon his enterprife j and Pepin, being 
again taken, was fent into confinement at Senlis, and his children were con- 
ftrained to become monks. 

A. D. 855.3 When things were in this fituation, Lothaire was feizedwith 
a dangerous diforder. Alarmed at the profpeft of death, he refigned the im- 
perial fceptre, and affumed the monaftic habit, in the abbey of Prum, where 
he expired, before the conclulion of the week, in the fixty-firft year of his age, 
and the fifteenth of his reign. Before his death, he had divided his domi- 
nions between his three fons. Lewis fucceeded him in the empire ; to Lothaire 
he bequeathed the kingdom of Auftrafia, which from him took the name of 
Lorraine ; and to Charles, Burgundy and Provence. Their uncles, faithful 
to the engagements they had contracted at Merfen, fuifered them to take pot 
feffion of their refpe&ive dominions, without opposition. 

A. D. 856, 857.] The death of Lothaire, by multiplying the number of 
French monarchs, gave birth to new fyftems of policy. The young emperor 
concluded a treaty of alliance with Lewis the German ; and the king of Lorraine 
entered into a league with Charles the bald, who had recently difpatched his 
fon Charles into Aquitaine, where he was proclaimed king by the unanimous 

* Chron. Fontanel. Regino. + Annal, Fuld. et Bcrtin. 
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futfrages of the people. But this unanimity was of fhort duration ; depofed one 
month, and reftored the next*, the new fovereign became a vi&im to the ca- 
price and ambition of his nobles. His father's feverity gave additional ftrength 
to the {pirit of revolt, which was prefently communicated to the Neuftrians, and 
in a fhort time the infurre&ion became general. Lewis the German was in- 
vited to depofe his brother, and having entered the French territories with a 
powerful body of troops, a great number of Neuftrian noblemen, paid* him ho- 
mage at the palace of Saint Yon. From thence he advanced to Sens, into 
which town he was introduced by Venilon, a prelate, ftigmatized for his ingrati- 
tude and treachery to a monarch, who, from a fimple clerk, had raifed him to 
the archiepifcopal dignity. An affembly of bifbops was now convened at the 
palace of Attigiry, where Charles the bald was formally depofed, his fubje&s 
being abfolved from their oath of allegiance, and the crown declared to be de- 
volved to Lewis the Germant. The infolent temerity of thele rebellious pre-^ 
lates, could only be exceeded by the pufillanimous weaknefs of their fovereign, 
who, in anlwer to their deeifion, publifhed a manifeflo unworthy the majefty of 
the throne. " They fnould not/' faid the fpiritiefs monarch, " have depofed 
ic me without hearing what I had to fay in my defence.; or, at leaft, without a 
tc regular fentehce of the bifhops who confecrated me, who are — the thrones on 
lc which' God repo/es — whom he employs to promulgate his' eternal decrees; to 
u their paternal corre&ion I have ever -evinced a readinefs to fubmit, and I am 
" ftxll endued with the fame dilpofition." To render this humiliation com- 
plete, the culprits remained unpunifiied ; and their perfidious president, Veni* 
Ion, was fuffered to retain poffe (lion of his dignity, which, he enjoyed in peace 
till his death. 

A. D. 858.3 When the news of his brother's inyafion was fir ft brought to 
Charles, he was engaged in the fiege of Oifel, which he immediately railed, ancl 
failing up the Seine and the Marne, haftened to Chalons, and from thence to 
Brienne, where he fixed his camp, and was joined by fome of the Burgundian 
nobles. Buthis brother found means to feducehis troops from their duty ; and 
had he known how to purfue his advantage, the ruin of Charles had been inevi- 
table. But Lewis, inftead of marching forward to fecure the mod important 
: places, amufed himfelf by diftributing money to the leaders of the ration, and 
by iffuing orders to convene an affembly of all the prelates in France. He was 
even prevailed upon to difmifs a part- of his army, under a pretence that the 
diforders committed by his troops might Tender him an objeft of aver lion .to. the 
people. Charles, apprifed of his conduct, did not fail to profit by a circum- 
ftance fo favourable to his caufe, 

-A. D. 8^9.] Colle&ing his fcattered troops with the utmoft expedition, he 
contrived, by forced marches, to reach his brother's camp, before Lewis had 

A^nal, Berth), f Iibdlus Proclanuuonis, adverfus Veniionenv, t. n, ConciU GalL 
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any. intelligence of his approach. The confequence was a complete defeat of 
the rebels, and a refloration to that authority which Charles had ib recently 
loft. This event was followed by an attempt which fhews to what a pitch of 
degradation the weaknefs of the government had reduced the majefly of the 
throne. The prelates of France, affembled at Metz*, deputed three of their 
body to Lewis the (German, with orders to inform him that he had incurred the 
penalty of excommunication, by the calamities which he had brought on the 
kingdom, from the intrcduftion of his army. They exhorted him, therefore, 
to beg pardon of God, to confefs his fins, to repair the damages he had commit^ 
ted, to reject all bad counfel, to fend back fuch of the king's vaffals as had 
taken refuge in Germany, ,£nd, finally, to reftore to the clergy their privileges 
and. authority. . If he; would faithfully fulfil thefe conditions, they promifed him 

abfolution ; but Should he periiifc in his errors, he was threatened with all the 
anathemas of the church. This attempt appeared the more extraordinary, as 
thefe prelates had no . kind of jurifdicHon, either temporal or fpiritual, over 
Lewis — it afforded a frefh proof that the clergy arrogated to themfelves the 
right. of deciding the fate of kings and kingdoms. But the pulillanimity of 
monarchs feems to have kept pace with ecclefiaftical arrogance. To thefe auda- 
cious propofals Lewis replied, that, if he had given them offence, he talked- their 
pardon; .and, with regard to the conceffions required of him, he would confeht 
to refer the decifion of the matter to the prelates of Germany. . A ftate muft 
be verging^ apace towards its deftru£Hon, when the monarch who rules it is 
.forced to hold .fuch language as this. The proud pretenfions of the prelates 
were fortified by the mildnefs of the anfwer j and, at the council of Savo- 
nierest^ they vowed to prefer ve a 'ftrift union between themfelves—" In order: 
" to correal the kings, the nobles, and the people of France/' Such are the 
terms of the decree. 

A. D. 860, 861, 862.] The extenfive authority eftablifhed by Charlemagne' 
was now nearly extinguifhed. Nobles, prelates, and princes, all treated the 
royal authority with contempt. Baldwin, grand-fcrefter of Flanders, had the 
prefumption to carry off Judith, the daughter of Charles, who had been already 
twice- married., firft to Ethelwolf, and then his fon Ethelbald, both monarchs of 
England.. The king was extremely enraged, and had his daughter, as well as 
Baldwjrt, brought to trial; when a fentence of excommunication was patted 
upon them; but they found means, after feme time, to obtain forgivenefs, and 
being formally married, Baldwin , was created count of Flanderst. Prince 
Lewis, Judith's brother, having afiifted the count in carrying her off, was de- 
prived of the abbey of Saint Martin at Tours, which had been aifigned him as a 
fortune, Incenfed at this punifhment, he lied to Brittany, and, notwithftanding 
the king's : prohibition, married Anfgarde, the daughter : of count Hardouin* 

* CoqcU. Gall. torn. iii. + Ibid, — Ann r Bertin* J Ann. Bert, et Fuld.- 
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The lofs of a battle, however, induced him to folicit forgivenefs, which he ob- 
tained on condition of future amendment. 

Charles, king of Aquitaine, had followed the example of his brother, in mar- 
rying the widow of count Humbert without his father's knowledge, and in imi- 
tation of him he now fubmitted to the king's mercy, and on his renewal of ho- 
mage was received into favour. Lewis the German was equally tormented 
with his eldeft fon, Carloman, who retired to Carinthia, where he excited a re- 
volt, that required both time and trouble to quell. Thus were thefe princes, 
who had fet an example of difobedience to their children, feverely punifhed for 
the uneafmefs they had occafioned their father. They too had firft taught the 
prelates to arrogate to themfelves a power fuperior to that of their fovereigns ; 
and they were now convinced of their miftaken policy, by becoming the vi&ims 
of that inordinate authority to which they had given birth. 

The king bf Lorraine had repudiated his wife Theutberga, the daughter of a 
Burgundian noble, under pretence that fhe had committed inceft with her bro- 
ther duke Hubert, a crime of which flie had been formally acquitted ; but 
being afterwards induced to confefs it, either from weaknefs or fear, the 
prelates alTembled at Metz, pronounced it unlawful for the king to hold any 
farther commerce with her. Another afFembly of the clergy, feducedby Gon- 
thier, archbifliop of Cologne, whom the king had flattered with the hopes of 
raifing his niece to the throne*, declared, at Aix-la-Chapelle, that in cafe of 
infidelity on the part of the wife, the hulband might not only procure a di- 
vorce, a men/a et thoro, but a vinculo matri?7ionii\ After this declaration, the 
ambitious prelate immediately fent his niece to the court of Lothaire, who fe- 
ducedher, and then fent her back to her uncle. — Such is frequently the reward 
of vice* — The prince, profiting by the prevarication of the pontiff, difhonoured 
his family, and to complete the downfal of his pride, publicly married Val- 
drade, the firft objedt of his love, from whom he had formerly been compelled 
to part. 

. A. D. 863.] Nicholas the firft, who, from the boldnefs of his enterprifes, 
had acquired the appellation of great, then filled the papal throne. He wrote 
to Lothaire, informing him that the chriftian religion would neither permit him 
to repudiate his wife, nor to marry his concubine 5 and he threatened him with 
the thunders of the church, if he did not quit Valdrade*. The monarch, who 
had every thing to fear from the united powers of his uncles, humbly anfwer- 
ed, that he had done nothing without the advice of the bifhops ; that even dur- 
ing his father's life he had married Valdrade, whom he had been compelled to 
leave in order to efpoufe Theutbergat ; but that lie left the matter entirely to 
the decifion of the fovereign pontiff. The pope, eager to profit by the weak 
condefcenfion of the prince, fent twQ legates, with orders to afTemble a coun- 

* Ann* Bert, + Hincrnar. de divortio Loth, ct Theutb* % Ann, Bert. 
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cil atMetz, where the affair was examined according to the rules prefcribcdby 
the canons. But, whether from fear, ignorance, or fedu&ion*, the pope's 
envoys, in concert with the bifhops of Lorraine, condemned the marriage with 
Theutberga, and confirmed that with Valdradet. Nicholas, being informed 

of their prevarication, convened an aflembly of prelates himfelf^dnnulied the 
fentence pronounced at Metzt, depofed the two archbifhops of Treves and Co- 
logne, and difpatched a legate to the court of Lorraine, with letters replete 
with menacesjj, conveyed in a tone of arrogance very different to that ftyle in 
which the popes had been accuftomed to addrefs the monarchs of France. 

A. D. 864, 865, 866, 867.]- The papal envoy, whofe name was Arfene, 
proved himfelf worthy of his ambitious mafter. He had the infolence to tell 
the king, that unlefs he took Theutberga again, he fhould expel him from the 
bofom of the church. Though his threats had but little effedl on the mind of 
Lothaire, yet the peculiar fituation of that monarch, furrounded by kinimen. 
who were ready to profit by any commotions that might take place in his king- 
dom, induced him to comply with the imperious mandate, and again to part 
from his beloved Valdrade. But the indigation of his fubjefts at the daring 
interpofition of an infolent prieft, fpeedily enabled him once more to purfue 
the dilates of his inclination : Theutberga was accordingly difmiffed, and Val- 
drade recalled. The inflexible pontiff, enraged at this open contempt of his 
authority, excommunicated the two lovers§ : but his turbulent fpirit was fortu- 
nately checked in its dangerous career, by the hand of death. His fuccefTor, 
Adrian the fecond, confented to annul the fentence of excommunication, on 
condition that Lothaire, who had repaired to Rome to afk him for abfolution, 
mould, jointly with the noblemen of his retinue, make oath that hehadholden 
no commerce with Valdrade fince the pope's laft prohibition^*. This was an 
infamous requefb on the part of the pontiff, who muft know that a compliance 
with it would involve Lothaire and his followers in the guilt of perjury — the 
king, however, was weak enough to facrifice his confcience to the love of tran- 
quillity, and his nobles followed the example of their mafter. Lothaire, and 
all who fwore, dying within the year, the contemporary hiftorians afcribe their 

death to the violation of their oath. 

A. D. 868, 869. J During thefe tranfa&ions, Solomon, king of Brittany, 
waited on Charles the Bald, whom he acknowledged for his lawful fovereign, 
and taking the oath of allegiance, engaged to pay him tribute, according to an- 
cient cujlom* * . Charles profited by this interval of peace to have his wife 
Eivmentrude crowned ; the ceremony was performed in the church of Saint 
Medard at SoifTonstt, where the king had affembled a council ; and at the 

* Epift. Mii. Nicol. Pap. + Concil. Gal. tom. iii. J Concil. Roman, c. iii. p. 217. (j Epift. 
Nicol. Pap. xii. § Append, et Epift. Iv, 5 Concil. Gal. tom. ii. ** Anna!. Benin. f + Concil. 
Suefs. Apud. Hincmar. tom. i. 
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fame time his eldeft fon Lewis received confecration as king of Aquitaine, 
in the place of his brother Charles, who hand recently died. 

During the tranquillity that now prevailed, fbme ufeful regulations of po- 
lice were adopted. The edift of Piftes* is the moft curious record that re- 
mains of the ancient coins of France. It points out the only places that en- 
joyed the privilege of coining. Thefe were the Palace ; Quentovic-upon-Cange 
in Ponthieu ; Rouen ; Rheims ; Sens ; Paris ; Orleans ; Chalons-upon-Saone ; 
Melle in Poitou ; and Narbonne. On the firft of July, all the counts or gover- 
nors of thofe towns were ordered, by the above editt, to . fend their vifcounts 
or deputies to Senlis, each accompanied by the matters of the mint, and fbme 
men of reiponfibility, to receive five livres from the treafury, in order to be- 
gin to coin good money. 

The finallnefs of this fum is apt at firft to excite aftonifhment, but a few re- 
flections will fuffice to remove the caufe of furprife — all payments were not 
made in money, in the early ages of the monarchy ; the gold and filver recei- 
ved from the people was, after being refined, depofited in lumps, in the royal 
treafury, from whence it was diftributed by weight. This cuftom, which was 
taken from the Romans, was followed by the people even fo late as the reign 
of Philip the Fair. Nothing is more common in the a&s of thofe times, than 
payments and fines made and levied by the pound or by the mark of gold or 
filver. A thoufand examples of this may be found in the works of the learned 
father Mabillont . Money, then, was only wanted for the more trifling arti- 
cles of commerce ; whence it was that fb little was coined. Thus the four- 
teenth article of the ordonnance of Piftes is by no means calculated to convey 
an unfavorable idea of the power of Charles the Bald. It appears indeed from 
feveral records that there was nearly as much money in France then as now. 
The miftakearifes from confounding the value of money at different periods. — * 
It is thought ftrangethat the council of Thouloufe fhouldfixthe price of three 
bufliels of wheat, as much . barley, a meafure of wine, and a lamb, (the con- 
tribution paid by every curate to his bifhop) at two fols ; and that twenty-four 
pounds of bread, under the reign of Charlemagne, fhould be only worth one 
denier of filver. But the fou then was very . different from what it is now ; 
and the denier would be worth thirty French fols, according to the ufual 
mode of computation ; fo that that the pound of bread would come to nearly 
a fou and a quarter, which is not much lefs than the ufual price of that arti- 
cle, , in France, in plentiful feafons. 

The moft common gold coins, under the firft race of kings, was the fou, the 
half fou, and the third of a fou of gold. This fou, equal to forty deniers of 
filver, was compofed of fine gold, and weighed about eighty-five grains and 

ft 

* Ediftum Piftenfe, Carol, Calv. t M, Le Blanc, Traite Hifh des Mon. dc France, p. 49. 
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one third ; it would now be worth about fifteen French livres*. It is preten- 
ded byfbme, that the fou of filver was an imaginary coin — but others main- 
tain the contrary. If there really was fuch a coin, it ought to have weighed, 
towards the end of the reign of Charlemagne, three hundred and forty-five 
grains, fomething more than a modern half-crown. Be that as it may, no traces 
of it are to be found in the cabinets of the curious ; though they contain a great 
•number of the filver denier, and even of the obolum, marked with the heads of 
the kings who were defcended from Pepin. Thefe deniers, under the Mero- 
vingian monarchs, weighed about twenty-one grains j under the Carlovingians, 
twenty-eight and fometimes thirty-two ; and under the firft monarchs of the 

Capetian race, from twenty-three to twenty-four. Their intrinfic value may 
be appreciated by that of the filver fou, of which they formed the twelfth 

part. * 

elides thefe real coins there was the livre, an imaginary one, invented for 
the purpofe of facilitating calculation. Under the two firft races it was worth 
a livre, or pound of twelve ounces, the only pound then in ufe for weighing 
gold and filver. Under Pepin, the livre, or pound weight of filver, was di- 
vided into twenty-two fous. Charlemagne, whole conquefts had rendered this 
metal more plentiful, ordered that only twenty fhould be made out of a pound, 
•that is to lay, the filver fou was then^precifely the twentieth part of twelve 
ounces. Such is the true origin of the word livre, which is ftill made ufe of 
in France, though now only as the reprefentative II gn of twenty copper fols, 
or half-pence. 

In order to give a juft idea of the comparative value of money at different 
periods, it will be necefTary juft to notice the various changes that have taken 
place. The mark of filver, of eight ounces, has long been worth forty-nine 
livres. The livre, then, which in the time of Charlemagne was the reprefen- 
tative fign of twelve ounces, would now be worth feventy-three livres, ten 
foist ; the fou, which was the twentieth part of the livre, would be worth 
three livres, thirteen fols, fix deniers ; the denier, which was the twelfth part 
of the fol, would be worth fix fols, one denier, and one obolum ; and laftly, 
the obolum, which was half a denier, would be worth three fols one obolum, 
and one pitte. Thus, fuppofing a town had barrowed one hundred and fifty 
livres under the reign of that emperor, the loan would be equal to near four 



* This computation, it is neceffary to obferve, was made by the Abbe Velly in 1754. By comparing 
the price of gold in France at that time with the prcfent price, a correft eftimation of the ancient gold fou 
may be obtained. 

9 + To make ourfelves more intelligible to our readers, we muft obferve, that the Engliih pound fter- 
ling was, at the time of this calculation, eftimated at twenty-two modern French livres ; hence it appears 
that the livre or filver pound of Charlemagne was worth about three pounds, fix {hillings and ten pence 
half-penny. • • 

E e 2 



2 20 HISTORY OF FRANCE. L°7^* 

hundred and fixty louis of the prefent money. A inonaftcry which received 
.from the treafury of that prince an annual penfionof four hundred livres, would 
now enjoy an income of twenty-nine thoufand four hundred- livres a year, — 
From this calculation it appears that the EngHfh pound fteiiing (reckoning it at 
twenty-two French livres) is lefs removed from the ancient ftandard than any 
European coin whatever. 

A. D. 869.]] On the death of Lothaire, had the deciiions of the aflembly 
of Merfen been refpe&ed, his dominions would have devolved to the emperor 
Lewis ; but ambition is neither to be reftrained by the force of laws, nor the 
faith of treaties. The lawful heir being employed in guarding againft a projec- 
ted invafion of Italy by the Saracens, Charles the Bald and Lewis the German 
. divided his inheritance between them : to the latter was allotted Cologne, 
Treves, Utrecht, Morbel, Strafbourg, Bafle, Metz, Luxeu, *\ix-la-Chapelle, 
a variety of places of inferior note, and two thirds of Friefland or Holland. 
Charles acquired Lyons, Befancon, Vienne in Dauphinne, Tongrefs, Tulles, 
Verdun, Cambray, a portion of the Ardennes, and the remaining third of 
Holland, with fever al abbeys and monafteries.* 

A. D. 870, 875-.] The death of the emperor, Lewis the Second, not only 
confirmed them in the acceffion of their new dominions, but induced Charles, 
under the fandlion of the pope, to attempt a farther extention of his power. — ■ 
With this view he marched, with a numerous and well-appointed army, into 
Italy. His attivity anticipated the defigns of is brother Lewis the German ; he 
was received at Pvome with the applaufe of the inhabitants ; and the Roman 
pontiff placed the imperial crown on his head, and faluted him emperor of the 
Romans. It is worthy of remark, that, in the beftowal of this dignity, the 
pope, profiting by the prefent fituation of affairs, a&ed as a fovereign, and 
Charles received it ac avaffal. cc We have judged him worthy of the i?nperial 
cc Jceptre" faid the popet, - c we have raij'cd him to the imperial dignity and 
<c power , and we have honoured him with the title of Augujl" — From this period 
may be dated that authority in the election of emperors, which the Roman 

, pontiffs afterwards claimed. 
^ A. D. 876.] It was with indignation that Lewis beheld himfelf the dupe of 
his brother ; he refented in arms what he deemed a fhamelefs breach of faith, 
entered Champagne, and difcharged his fury on the defencelefs country.: 
though he retired on the approach of Charles, he only fufpended his hoftile 
meafures ; his preparations were continued with inccflant diligence, and the 
new emperor had reafon to rejoice at the death of the king of Germany, who 
united in his chara&er the qualities of a ftatefman and a general, and who, of 
all the defcendants of Charlemagne, mofl refembled him. His dominions were 

/ 

f Capitul. Car, Cal. Tit. de divifione regni Lothar. + Apud Labbeum, torn. ix. p. 295, 
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divided between his three fbns. To Carloman he affigned Bavaria, Bohemia, 
Corinthia, Sclavonia, Auftria, and a part of Hungary. Lewis had Franconia, 
Saxony, Holland, ^Thuringia, the Lower Lorraine, Cologne, and fome other 
cities on the Rhine. To Charles, furnamed the Fat, was allotted all that 
country which extends from the Maine to the Alps. The news of his brother's 
deceafe no fooner reached the emperor Charles, than his reftlefs ambition temp- 
ted him to delpoil his nephew Lewis ; at the head of fifty thoufand men he ad- 
vanced to feize what he had ceded at the laft divifion of the kingdom of Lor- 
raine. At Meghen he was encountered by his nephew with inferior numbers, 
but luperior courage and fkill j the French army was broken by the charge of 
the German cavalry, and Charles himfelf with difficulty efcaped from the 
dreadful carnage of his devoted fubje&s. He had fcarcely united his fcattered 
forces before he was confounded with the intelligence that the Normans had 
entered the Seine, laid wafte the adjacent country, and poffefTed themfelves of 
the city of Rouen. 

To complete the diftrefs of Charles, he was fummoned by the Roman pon- 
tiff to the protection of Italy. That country was ftill expofed to the defultory 
attacks of the infidels, whofe continual defcents were encouraged by the intrigues 
of the duke of Benevento, and the emperor of the Greeks ; and the banners 
of Mahomet daily infulted the holy feat of the fuccefTors of Saint Peter. Charles, 
after holding an afTembly of the nobles, at Cherfl-upon-Oife, for the regulation 
of his domeftic affairs, and the fecurity of his kingdom, during his abfence, de- 
termined to obey the citation of the pope ; he accordingly patted the Alps, with 
a fmall train of followers, but he had fcarce entered Pa via, to which city the 
Roman pontiff had advanced, in order to confer with him, when he was infor- 
pied that Carloman, king of Bavaria, was already in Italy with a numerous ar- 
my, and claimed, by the will of his father, the imperial title. The forces of 
Charles were ftill in France ; the general to whofe fidelity he had entrufted 
them, confpired againfl him, and the foldiers, in tumultuary exclamations, de- 
clared their refolution not to leave the kingdom. The indignant emperor, afto- 
nifhed and deferted, retired to France, at the fame moment that his competi- 
tor, Carloman, alarmed at the rumour of his approach, had precipitately re- 
entered his German dominions. 

OpprefTcd with fhame, anxiety and fatigue, the emperor was feizedonhis re- 
treat from Italy, with a violent fever ; and Sedicias, his phyfician, by birth a 
Jew, betraying the confidence of his mafter, adminiftered as a febrifuge, a dofe 
of poifon, of which he died in the cottage of a peafant, at the fmall village of 
Brios, in the thirty-eighth year of his reign, as king of France, in the fecond 
as emperor, and in the fifty-fourth of his age. 

Charles had fix ions by his queen, Ermentrude, of whom only Lewis, his 
fuccefTor, furvived him ; and three daughters : Judith, firft married to two 
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kings of England, and laftly to Baldwin count of Flanders ; and Hbthilcla and 
Ermentrude, both, abbefTes, the firft of Chelles and of Notre Dame at SoifTons ; 
the fecond of Afnon on the Scarpe. By his fecond wife, Richilde, he had two 
ions, Lewis and Charles, who died in their infancy. 

Charles, fays Pafquier, had few virtues, and many defe&s. He was ambiti- 
ous and enterprifmg, but weak, timid, and irrefblute ; capable of conceiving 
great proje&s, but deftitute of fpirit and ability to put them in execution. From 
his reign may be dated the dangerous augmention of ecclefiaftical arrogance, 

and the rapid decline of the Carlovingian race. 
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A. D. 877.3 AS fbon as Lewis was apprifed of his father's death, he repair- 
ed to 6 Compiegne, where he aflembled the nobles and prelates of the realm, in 
order to proceed to the ceremony of proclamation. Though his right to the 
throne was incontefiible, he thought it neceflary to fecure the attachment of the 
nobles, by profufely lavifhingthe honours and eftates of the crown. The em- 
prefs, in the mean time, having received from her hulband the crown, the fcep- 
tre, and the royal mantle, haftened from Italy, with the deed by which Lewis., 
was declared fucceflbr to the throne* She was accompanied by a number of 
nobles, who were eager to partake of the bounty and munificence of their new 
fovereign ; and as the young prince did not dare to rejeft their applications, he 

was proclaimed, confecrated, and crowned, with the unanimous approbation of 
all parties. 

Every circumftance attending this accommodation tended to give birth tofuf- 
picions of a dark and fanguinary nature. The great men of the kingdom had 
refufed to march to the affiftance of their fovereign — at that very time the em- 
peror was poifoned ; and immediately after his death the emprefs returned to 

France. Then thofe fame noblemen, who had confpired againft the hufband, fiew 
to meet the wife, who obtained for them every thing they required, but betrayed 

not the fmalleft defire to revenge the death of her lord ; nor was any enquiry, 
fet on foot into the crime of the regicide/ Sedecias. All this combination of 
circumftances befpeaks a dreadful myftery ; and all prove that the vaflals of 
Lewis, too powerful to harbour the fmalleft apprehenfion, had left him but the 
fhadow of authority. Bofon, brother to the emprefs Richilde, duke or viceroy 
of Italy, and governor of Provence, was the moll powerful nobleman of the 
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realm ; he had been entrufte.dwithpofts of great importance under the preceding 
reign. When Charles was crowned king of Lombardy, he was appointed go- 
vernor of that kingdom, with the power of chafing all the counts. Abufing 
the authority he enjoyed, he had the prefumption to carry off Ermengarde, the 
daughter of the emperor Lewis ; and that proud princefs, who was deftined to 
wear a crown, did not difdain to marry him. An alliance thus iplendid, 
flrengthened by immenie riches, inlpired him with the moft ambitious hopes. 
Befides thefe fortuitous advantages, he pofTefTed a perfon the moft engaging, and 
manners the mod infinuating. Hence he became an object of univerfal efteem ; 
and even the pope, thinking he might be of fervice to him, appeared difpofed 
to grant him the moft diftinguifhed honours. Tims favoured, courted, and ca- 
reffed, his ambition daily encreafed, till at length it led him to afpire to the 
throne itfelf. 

A. D. 878.] Italy, during this time, remained without a fovereign ; pope 
John the eighth, who had impatiently expe&ed the aid of Charles to reprefs the 
infolence of the Saracens, endeavoured in vain to raife his fon to the imperial 
dignity ; his meafures were fuccefsfully traverfed by Lambert, duke of Spole- 
to, and Adelbert, marquis of Tufcany : the former, compelled to refign his 
own pretentions, fupported thofe of Carloman of Bavaria; and the pontiff, in- 
capable of refitting the arms of the duke of Spoleto, abandoned Rome, and 
embarked for France. - 

The reception of John was fuch as he might naturally expert from a mo- 
narch whofe caufe he had efpoufed with ardour. In a council afiembled at 
Troyes, the Roman pontiff prefided, and the authority and influence of the 
church, were not negle&ed by its holy father : among the various canons fram- 
ed to fupport the epifcopal dignity, it was ordained, that all fecular powers, 
under the penalty of excommunication, fhould obferve the refpeft due to bi- 
fhops ; and all perfons, hower high their rank, were precluded from fitting 
down in their prefence, without obtaining their permiffion*. But although the 
pope repeated, at the defire of Lewis, the ceremony of his coronation, and pla- 
ced, with his own hands, the crown on his head, yet his fervour foon cooled 
towards a prince whom he difcovered to be deftitute of power and capacity; 
and his interefts induced him to feek a more effectual fupport in the friend/hip 
of the fa&ious and independent nobles of his court. The thunders of the Va- 
tican, which he ^>randiflied againfl the rebellious peers of France, were rather 
intended to deceive the fovereign, than difmay the confpirators ; and John, after 
having in vain exhorted the nation to refpeft the diftrefs of Rome, and to unfheath 
the fword againft the prefumptuous Saracens, proceeded on his return to Italy. 

During the pope's flay in France, the marriage of Carloman, the fon of Lewis 
by his firft wife, Anfgarde, daughter of Count Hardouin, with a daughter o£ 

Bofon, was celebrated at Troyes with great magnificence. 

V 
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After the council was diflblved, Lewis repaired to Compiegne to receive the 
report of the ambafladors whom he hadfcnt into Germany to negociate a peace. 
The anfwer they brought was favourable to his wifhes ; and the two monarchs, 
meeting at Merfen, a treaty was concluded, which they figned at Foron, a royal 
manfion, fituated between Maeftricht and Aix4a-Chapelle. With regard to the 
kingdom of Lorraine, it was agreed, that the partition which had been made- 
between Charles the Bald and Lewis the German, fhould be ftriftly adhered to : 
in Provence, each party was to keep pofTeffion of what he then enjoyed ; and it 
was determined, that in Italy matters fhould remain as they were, till the month 
of February following, when a council fhould be convened, which the four fo- 
vereigns of the houfe of Charlemagne were to be invited to attend. But the 
revolt of Bernard, marquis of Septimania, attra&ed the attention of Lewis, to 
a different quarter. 

A. D. 879.3 That nobleman, notwithftanding the anathema that had been pro- 
nounced againft him at the council of Troyes, notwithftanding the fentence by 
which Lewis had deprived him of his governments and eftates, ftill kept an ar- 
my on foot, and fet the power of the king at defiance. As Lewis advanced at 
the head of his troops, to chaftife the infolence and audacity of this rebellious 
fubjeft, he was feized at Troyes with a diforder that fpeedily proclaimed his 
approaching diflblution. He fent his eldeft fon, Lewis, into Burgundy, under 
the condudof duke Bofon, and of Bernard, count of Auvergne, the abbot Hugh, 
Thierri his grand chamberlain, and fome other noblemen ; then ordering his 
attendants to conve^ him to Compiegne, he there died — not without fufpiGions 
being poifoned— on good Friday, the tenth of April, in the fecond year of his 
reign, and the thirty-firft of his age. He was interred in the abbey of Saint 
Corneille. 

Lewis had by Anfegarde two fons, Lewis and Carloman ; and he left his fe- 
cond wife, Adelaide, pregnant of a fon, who was foon after baptifed by the name 
of Charles, and was diftinguifhed by the opprobrious epithet of Simple. 
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A* D. 879.] THE king, on his death-bed, had commiffioned Odo, bifliop of 
Beauvais, and count Albruin, to carry the crown and fceptre, with the other 
emblems of royalty to his eldeft fon Lewis, whofe coronation he ordered them 
to forward with the utmoft expedition. To the accomplishment of thefe orders 
•no poifible oppbfition could have occurred, had not the kingdom been divided 
by two powerful factions ; one of which was headed by duke Bofon, Hugh the 
abbot, Thierri the grand chamberlain, and Bernard, count of Auvergne: the 
leaders of the other were Gauzelin, abbot of Saint Denis, and Conrad, count 
of Paris*. Thefe laft, having met at Creil, invited Lewis of Germany into the 
kingdom, who accordingly advanced as far as Metz, where he experienced the 
moft flattering reception . Their .apology for thus inviting an ufurper to fill 
the throne of their lawful fovereign, was founded on the incapacity and inex- 
perience of the children of Lewis, the defeat in their birth, (being iprung from 
a repudiated wife) ; and, laftly, on the known prudence, valour, and modera- 
tion of the German prince. Such was their pretext — but the real motives of 
their treacherous conduct were inter eft, and a defire of revenge. Bofon, how- 
ever, and the other nobles of his party, being determined to fulfil the laft in- 
junctions of the deceafed monarch, repaired to Meaux, in order to deliberate on 
the dangers which threatened the ftate. The news of the invafion by Lewis 
filled them with alarm ; and having no army to impede his progrefs, they re- 
fblved to purchafe his forbearance by ceding to him that part of the kingdom 
of Lorraine which had been allotted to Charles the Bald. This propofal was 

* Ann, Benin ct Fuld. 
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accepted ; and the king immediately returned to Germany, where his prefence 
was required. 

Gafloman, king of Bavaria, having been attacked by a ftroke of the paliey, 
Ariioul, his fon by a concubine, profited by his father's illnefs to feize a part of 
his dominions. But the prefence of Lewis compelled him to refign his conquefts, 
and to content himfelf with the acquifition of a few biftiopricks and abbies. 
The kingdom was confirmed, by the dying parfcnt, to the monarch who hadref- 
cited it frorii the hands of his rebellious fon . Gaiizelin and Conrad, in the mean 
tittle ^ not daring to remain in France, repaired to the court of Germany, and 
complained to the queen of her hufband's negleft in refufing to profit by £o glo- 
rious ah opportunity of encreafing his power, and extending his dominions. 
The ambitious princefs, whofe name was Luitgarde, entered into all their 
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him to a violation of the late treaty. He had made 



hufband 



afion 



had appeared in Lorraine, and committed great devaftations. This was Hugh, 
the haplefs progeny of Lothaife and his beloved Valdrade. As he had reduced 

feveral towns, the retaking of which would necefTarily require much time, Lewis 
Was prevented from entering Neuftria ; but ftill he fent Gauzelin and Conrad 
thither with a body of troops, and promifed to follow them as foon as poffible. 

Tile report of this fecond irruption, fpread a general alarm, throughout 
th6 kingdom. The nobles, who had preserved their fidelity to the family of 
the deceafed monarch, fa\v no other remedy for the calamities which threatened 

them, than the fpeedy coronation of the young princes. The king, on his death 
bed, had appointed his el deft foil Lewis his fole fuccefTor ; but the dread of dif- 
pleafihg Bofdn, by the txclufion of his fon-in-law Carloman, induced them to 
adopt the refolutioii of placing them both on the throne, and of dividing the 
kiiigdbrii between them, according to the ancient cuftom of the realm. It was 
this divifion, fo difficult to make, that had urged them to delay their inauguration 
fo long ; and even How they were under the neceffity of differing it to a future 
thiie. The princes, therefore, were fent to the abbey of Ferrieres, where they 
were annointed and crowned by Anfegife, archbifliop of Sens. At this time 
they had attained their fifteenth or lixteenth year. The courts of their refpec- 
tive dominions were not fixed till the following year. Aquitaine and Burgun- 

; allotted to Carloman ; and France and Neuftria to Lewis. An attempt 
was made, by a few of the nobility, to affert the rights of Charles the Simple ; 
but his mother, Adelaide, had not fufficient influence to fupport his claims. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in France when Bofon, taking advantage of the 
minority of the young princes, at length revealed his perfidious defigns. Pro- 

prefents, entreaties, and threats, were fo opportunely and fuccefsfully 
exerted, that — bv the f acred council of Mante, in the diflricl ofVienne, afiembled 
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in the name of our Lord, and by infpiration of his Divine Majejly*, he was 
ele&ed and crowned king of Provence. This election was made and confirmed 
by the archbiftiops of Vienne, Lyons, Tarentaife, Aix, Aries, and Befancon : 
and by the bifhops of Valence, Grenoble, Vaifon, Die, Marienne, Gap, Tou- 
lon, Chalons-upon-Soane, Lauzanne, Agde, Macon, Viviers, Marfeilles, Orange, 
Avignon, Ufes, and Rheims ; by which the extent of the new monarchy may 
be known : it is fometimes denominated in hiftory the kingdom of Aries, from 
the name of its capital ; and at others the kingdom of Provence, as it was cal- 
led when poflefled by one of the fons of the emperor Lothaire. Thus the fons 
of Lewis beheld thcmfelves with indignation defpoiled of the faireft part of 
their inheritance by the fword of a powerful neighbour, and the intrigues of a 

faithlefs kinfinan. 

A. D. 880*.] Their throne indeed was fhaken on every fide, and its very 
foundation might poffibly have been fubverted, had it not been fupported by 
the fidelity and abilities of Hugh the abbot. Lewis of Germany, urged on by 
his wife, prepared to fulfil his promife to the abbot of Saint Denis, and the 
count of Paris ; but the malcontents were over-awed by the prudent difpofi- 
tions of Hugh ; the Germans in vain penetrated into the heart of France ; and 
the hopes of Lev/is were chilled by the languid operations of his partizans. He 
confented to an interview with his youthful rivals at Orbe, near the lake of 
Geneva;, and a fubfequent congrefs at Gondreville on the Meufe, at which 
all the defendants of Charlemagne were prefent, ratified the fucceflion of 
Lewis and Carloman, and confirmed the poffeffion of Lorraine to the king of 
G ermany . 

The royal brothers, delivered from the terror of foreign invafion, prepared 
to chaftife the infolence of domeftic rebellion ; flrengthened by their new alli- 
ances, they marched \yith a numerous army through Burgundy, and entered 
the revolted territories of their prefumptuous vaflaL The confederate forces, 
affifted by thofe of Charles, king of Italy, formed the fiege of Vienne, defen- 
ded with mafculine valour by Hermengarde, the confort of Bofon. But the 
princes were foon compelled to feparate, and while the continuance of thefiege 
devolved on Carloman, Charles returned to Rome to receive the imperial 
crown, and Lewis, with a confiderable detachment, directed his march againft 

the Normans. 

A. D. 881.] Thefe hardy adventurers, difdaining the feverity of winter, 
had, in the riionth December, taken Ghent, where they eftablifhed their head- 
quarters ; furprifed the city of Tournay ; made themfelves m afters of Cour- 
tray, which they fortified ; and ftormed Saint Omer, which they reduced to 
albes. From thence they fpread their devaftations along the banks of the 
Scheld, and the Somme. Cambray, Saint Riquier, Saint Valery, Amiens, Cor- 

* Condi. Mantenenfe, Labbe, torn, ix f p. 39 1, 
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bie, and Arras, were taken and pillaged, and moft of the inhabitants put to 
the fword. At Saucour, in Ponthieu, the rovers of the north were encounter- 
ed by the maiden valour of Lewis : after a defperate engagement viftory de- 
clared for the French : nine thoufand Normans, with their leader Guaramond, 



remain 



fafety in flight. The 



Germany 



youthful king 



of France : he reje&ed with firmnefs the crown proffered by the inhabitants of 
Lorraine ; and yielded to the fuperior pretentions of the emperor, Charles the 



Fat. 



promifing virtues of this youthful monarch were 

As he was hafteninff to afllft the duke of Britt 



off by a premature death, 
in the expulfion of the Normans from the banks of the Loire, he was feized at 
Tours with a fatal difeafe, that compelled him to return to Neuftria. Being 
conveyed to Saint Denis in a litter, he there expired, in the twenty-fecond year 
of his age, and the third of his reign. 

The lofs of this prince was deeply deplored by his fubje&s, who admired his 
virtue, his valour, and moderation. 
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X. & 882 .] LEWIS the Third dying without children, no oppofition was 
inade to the dcteffibn of CaHomari. That prince was ftill before Vienne, when 
a depiitdtitm from the nobles brought him the news of his brother's death, and 

affurances of their fidelity. Leaving the blockade of Vienne to his principal 

tifficefs, he imihediately proceeded to Chierfi, where, after having iwora to 
obferve the capitulary of Charles the Bald, he was proclaimed king of Neuflria. 
This ceremony was no fooner performed than he received intelligence of the 
reduction of Vienne, and the capture of Hermangarde and her daughters, who 
were conduced to Autun. He now prepared to execute the plan of his pre- 
deceflbr for the expulfion of the Normans, but their leader, Rafting, fuing for 
peace, his requeft was complied with, on condition that he and his followers 
fhould immediately quit the country. 

Another band, however, of thefe northern plunderers, laid wafle the fer- 
tile plains of Germany ; and, returning to the banks of the Meufe, cre&ed a 
fortified camp in the environs of Haflou. The emperor haftening his return 
from Italy, repaired to Worms, and having collefted a numerous army, com- 
pofed of Germans, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringians, Saxons, Frifians, and 
French, advanced to attack the Norman intrenchments*. The attempts to 
diflodge them, though conduced with equal fpirit and fkill, were vigorously 
repelled ; and after a long and bloody conteft, during which vi&bry occafionally 
fliifted from one fide to the other, both parties became eager for an accommo- 
dation. Sigefroy, one of the Norman leaders, repaired to the emperor's 

camp, and after a negociation that lafted two days, a treaty was concluded that 
reflects infinite difgrace on the memory of Charles the Fat. That monarch 
agreed to cede to the Normans all the country of which they were then in 
pofieflion ; and to pay them without delay a fufficient Aim to defray the expen- 
ces they had incurred, and the loffes they had fuftained during the war ; it 
was farther fettled, that Godfrey, the chief of the Normans, fhould, by his 
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converfion to chriftianity, obtain the hand of Gifele, the daughter of Lothaire 
and Valdrade ; and that in consideration of this marriage, ail that part of Hol- 
land which Roric had pofTefTed fhould be ceded to him by Charles ; and final- 
ly it was ftipulated, that prince Hugh, brother to Gifele, fhould enjoy the rc^ 
venue arifing from the bilhoprick of Metz, on condition of his renouncing hi 
pretenflons to the kingdom of Lorraine. 

By this ignominious peace, which nothing but a continued fucceffion of de- 
feats could pollibly have juftified, a dangerous enemy was eftablifhed by Charles 
in the heart of his dominions. The churches were plundered in order to 
raife the ftipulated fum; Sigefroy was left in poffeffion of Haflou: Godfrey, 
after having received baptifin, married Gifele, and conveyed his bride to his 
newly acquired territory ; while the emperor retired to Coblentz, where he 
received an embafly from the French monarch, who demanded the reftoration 
of that part of Lorraine which had formerly belonged to his predecefTors. This 
demand, which indignation had prompted, was received with contempt ; and 
Charles, in order to vexCarloman, releafed, at the pope's requeft, the emprefs 
Ingelberga, mother-in-law toBofon. The Normans, taking advantage of this 
mifunderftanding, advanced from the banks of the Meufe, fpread themfelves 
over Picardy, where they committed the moft dreadful devaftations, and 
marched towards Rheims, with the intention of making that city experience 
the fame fate with thofe they had already reduced. But their progrefs was impe- 
ded by the approach of Carloman, who, having haftily collected a fmall army, 
attacked them, and forced them to retire in great diforder. They foon, how- 
ever, returned, with fuch an addition of force, as reduced the harraffed mor 
narch to the degrading neceflity of refcufing his provinces from pillage, by the 
payment of twelve thoufand livres ; which, in thofe days, was an enormous 

fum. 



A. D. 88^..33 Carloman did not long furvive this difgrace; gts he -vvas enjoying 
the amufement of the chace, an erring javelin, aimed at the boar by one of 
his attendants, pierced his thigh, and in fix days brought him to the grave. 
The memory of this prince is indeared to us by the pious deceit which he prac- 
tifed on his death-bed ; endeavouring to fcreen from the miftaken refentment 
of the public his unfortunate domeftic, by imputing his wound to the rage of 
the animal he purfued. 
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A. D. 884.] HAD a proper refpe£t been paid to the rules of fucceflion, 

Charles the Simple, the pofthumous fon of Lewis the Stammerer, by his queen 
Adelaide, would, on the deceafe of his brother without children, have afcended 
the throne of France* But the kingdom being inceffantly expofed to the de- 
predations of the Normans, it was deemed imprudent to fix the diadem on the 
brows of an infant, and the emperor, therefore, Charles the Fat, whofe age was 
mature, and whofe power extenfive, was called upon to fucceed the generous 
Carloman. Prompt to obey the pleating citation, he haftened to Gondreville*, 
where he received the homage of the nobles, together with their oaths of al- 
legiance. The fon of Adelaide remained under the care of Hugh, the abbot ; 
who was confirmed by the emperor in his government of that part of Neu- 
ftria which lies between the Seine and the Loire^ and which was then called 
the duchy of France ; Paris being its capital. Charles, by this confiderable 
addition of territory, was now become one of the moft powerful princes in the 
world ; but his capacity was greatly unequal to the extent of his empire ; and 
that good fortune which ought to have encreafed his authority only tended to 
expofe his weaknefs. 

A. D. 885, 886.] The fon of Valdrade had not yet renounced his preten- 
tions to,the kingdom of Lorraine, and his brother-in-law Godfrey, duke of Hol- 
land, only waited for a favourable pretext to break with the emperor. But 
Charles, by a bafe and treacherous exertion of cruelty, contrived to rid himfelf 
of two formidable enemies, whofe machinations he dreaded. Godfrey was a£- 
faffinated by Evrard, an emiflary of the emperor's at Lifle de Eetau ; and Hugh 
the Baftard, being -arretted at Gondreville, a few days after the murder of his 
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brother, his eyes were put out, and he was difmifled to the monaftery of Saint 
Gall ; he was afterwards removed to the abbey of Prum, in the foreft of Ar- 
dennes, where he was compelled to affume the monaftic habit. 

To revenge the death of Godfrey, Sigefroy entered the Seine, with a fleet of 
feven hundred fail, and fpread his devaftations as far as Paris ; and after having 
taken and burned the town of Pontoife he laid fiege to that city. The capital 
of Neuftria was then but a fmall ifland, comprehending that part of the pre- 
lent metropolis which is diftinguifhed by by the appellation of the city. It was 
approached by two wooden bridges, theprefent Pont au Change and the Petit 
Pont) each of which was defended by a ftrong and lofty tower. The fiege was 
prefled by the barbarians with uncommon vigour ; by a fkilful exertion of their 
battering machines a breach was made in the walls* ; but three furious attempts 
to enter it were rendered abortive, by the perfevering valour of the Parifians, 
who were headed by Eudes, count of Paris, fon of Robert the Strong, and bi- 
fhop Gauflin, who not only animated the people by his exhortations, but roufed 
them by his example. This martial prelate was frequently feen on the breach 
with a helmet on his head, a quiver at his back, and a battle-axe at his girdle, 
driving back the enemy from a crofs which he had planted on the ramparts. 
He was feconded by many a valiant knight, who fignalized their courage on this 
trying occafion ; but his nephew, the abbe Elbe, diftinguifhed himfelf in a pe- 
culiar manner, and by the prodigies of valour he performed excited the afto- 
nifhment of his friends, and Ipread terror and difmay through' the enemy's 
ranks. Never was greater fury difplayed in attack, nor greater conftancy and 
firmnefs in defence, than at this memorable fiege, which lafted a year and a half, 
and during which the Parifians experienced all the horrors of peftilence and fa- 
mine. 

The emperor, in the mean time, remained in the vicinity of Francfort, from 

whence he contented himfelf with fending fuch fupplies as the capital required. 
Twice was count Henry difpatched with provifion and troops for the relief of 
the garrifon ; the firft time he fucceeded, but in his fecond attempt he was fur- 
prifed, and with his whole army cut in pieces. The news of his death at length 
determined the king to march in perfon ; and the hopes of the Parifians were 
revived by his appearance on the Mount of Mars, which is now called Mont* 
martre. Yet Sigefroy beheld the hoftile ftandards with an undaunted counte- 
nance, and ftedfaftly maintained his ftation before the gates of the city. The 
emperor, awed by the firmnefs of -an enemy whom he might have overwhelm- 
ed, bafely confented to purchafe a peace, which he might have commanded. 
On condition of receiving feven thoufand pounds weight of filver, the Normans 
gladly confented to raife the fiege ; and as the money could not be immediate^- 
ly paid, Charles allowed them to pafs the winter in Burgundy, where they com- 

* Abbo Monach. de Bellis Paris, Urbif. Carmen. 
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mitted the mofl dreadful devaluations. After the conclufion of this fhameful 
treaty, the emperor returned to Germany, loaded with the contempt and hatred 
of the French. His German fubje&s were foon imprefied with fimilar fenti- 
merits ; and they began to look on him as a man wholly unfit for the ftation he 
enjoyed. A timid difpofition, and an ill ftate of health, confined him conftant- 
ly to his palace; inceflantly tormented with the fear of the devil, whom he fan- 
cied he had feen in his youtH*, and confcious of his own inability to fupport 
the burden of a vaft empire, he gave up the reins of government to Ludard, 
bifliop of Verceil. That minifter exerted a defpotic fway in the emperor's 
name, and thole who were anxious to dethrone the prince began by attacking 
his favourite. The bifhop was accordingly accufed of holding a criminal inter- 

^^^^^^ 

emprefs [A. D. 887] ; and as Charles was particularly delicate 
in that point, he was eafily induced to believe what he dreaded, and, indeed, 
what he deferved. The prelate was banifhed from court, and the princefs re- 
pudiated, at a general afTembly, at which the emperor fwore he had never 
touched her, although they had lived together more than ten years. In vain 
did Richarda offer to prove, either by fmgle combat or by any other mode of 
proof then in ufe, not only her innocence, but her virginity ; her offers were 
rejected by her prejudiced hufband, and Jhe was difmifled to the abbey of And- 
law, in Alface, which fhe had richly endowed, and where {he died, highly 
refpefted for her prudence and virtue. 

A. D. 887.3 Now that Charles was deprived of the advice and affiflance of 
his minifter, the native imbecility of his mind became viilble to every one. He 
even became confcious of it himfelf, and this idea infpired him with the moft 
melancholy reflections. Having convoked a parliament at Tribur, between 
Mayence and Oppenheim, the nobles and prelates* who were prefent remarked 
the uneafinefs that appeared in his countenance, and the defeat in his underftan- 
dingt, and pronouncing him unfit for royalty, began to deliberate, without 
delay, on the choice of a fucceffor to the throne. Charles the Simple was in- 
difput ably the lawful heir, but his youth being ftill regarded as a bar to his fuc- 
ceflion, all the efforts of his friends proved inadequate to procure him the crown 
of France. The fole defcendant (in a direct line) from Charlemagne was thus 
excluded from the dominions of his anceftors, which were now offered to the 
baftard fqn of Carloman, in direct violation of the rules eftablifhed under the 
fecond race of kings, which deprived natural children of all rank in fociety, 

* The bilhops* in order to infpirehim with a greater degree of horror at the crime he had committed* 
in revolting againft his father, had given him to underftand that he was poffeffed by the devil. This idea 
made fo ftrong an im predion on him, that he begged to be publicly exorcifec], in the prcfencc of the pre- 
lates and nobles of the realm ; his requeft was complied with, and the recollection of this formidable ce- 
remony was never wholly effaced from his imagination ; but had a vifible efleft on his mind during the 
lemainderof his life, Ann. Benin, ad. Ann. £75. 

+ Chron. Hildenflieimettfe. 
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from its lawful pofTeflbr ; and the revolt was fo general that, in lefs than three 
days, his authority was acknowledged through the whole extent of Germany/ 

Charles in the mean time was reduced to the moft dreadful fituation ; driv&n 
from his palace without a fervant to attend him in his illnefs*,he was deprived of 



mere 



the 



fear of incurring, fufpicions df difaffec- 
f Mayence, vfas the only perfbn in the; 
kingdom endowed with fufficient humanity to receive the haplefs prince, 3nd 
confole him in the midft of his misfortunest. An application to Afhoul at 
length procured him the affignment of a few petty fiefs in Germany j whofe re- 
venues fcarcely afforded him a miferable fubfiftence. This ftate of wretched- 
grief, or (as fome writers have afler- 
ted) poifon brought him to the grave [A. D. 888 .] in three months from the time 
of his depofal. He was interred in the monaftery of Richenoue, fituated in an 
ifland on the lake of Conflance. 

Charles is reprefented by hiftorians, as a juft and pious prince, whofe fole de- 



was 



teftibly 



mm 



but his treacherous cruelty to Godfrey and Hugh, 



muft 



withjuftice and piety. In the other ev 
deed confefs that he was rather an objeft of pity than of indignation ; but in- 
difcriminate praife is feldom warranted, and the pen of 
ver be difgraced by conferring it, where cenfure is due. 



ian 



m became a prev to the ambitious ma- 



chinations of contending nobles. Though 



flarted 



his power, and lay claim to the vacant throne. This confufion was the ef- 
fect of that property which the weaknefs of the French kings had fuffered their 
afpiring nobles gradually to acquire, in fiefs, which at firft were granted but for 
life, or during pleafurc. Thefe had been imprudently allowed to pafs from 
father to fbn — the pofTefTors infenfibly accuftomed themfelves to regard as their 
own, what in fa£t belonged to their fovereign, and at length attempted to e- 
reft each petty government into an independent monarchy. The molt plaufive 
and powerful pretenders to the vacant throne were Bcrenger, duke of Frioul, 
grandfon, by his mother, to Lewis the Gentle ; Guy, duke of Spoleto, great- 
grandfon to Charlemagne, by a daughter: of Pepin, king of Italy: Lewis, the 
ion of Bofon, grandfon, by his mother Hermengarde, to the emperor Lewis the 
Second ; Rodolph, fon of Conrad, count of Paris, nephew to the em pr eft Ju- 
dith, wife to Charles the Bald ; and Eudes, fon of Robert, count of Anjou, and 

* Ann. Metcns. + Regino. Sigebert> Otto Frifing 1. vi. c. 7. 
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defcended, according to fome genealogifts, from Childebrand, brother to Charles 
Martel, and uncle to Charlemagne. 

The duke of Frioul was the firft to aflert his pretenfions, and to procure an 
acknowledgement of his fovereignty by a confiderable part of Italy, Guy, duke 
of Spoleto, next entered the lifts, and marching to Rome, was there inverted 
with the imperial dignity, and proclaimed king of France. He then haftened to 
Metz, and from thence to Langres, where the bifhop, whofe name was Geilon, 
performed the ceremony of confecration, and declared him king of all Neuftria. 
But finding the people indifpofed to receive him, he quickly repaired the Alps, 
defeated Berenger in two bloody battles, tore the diadem from his brows, and 
compelled him to take refuge in Germany. Rodolph, in the mean time, atten- 
tive to the motions of his formidable rival, had taken pofTeflion of the whole 
country between Mount Jura and the Pennine Alps*, and was a&ually proclaim- 
ed king by the inhabitants. But Eudes, who enjoyed the efteem and affeftioa 
of the people, bore away the palm from his numerous competitors, 

* Hift. Aquit. frag, v, Duchefnc, torn. ii. p. 632. 
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1 IT 



at Compiegne, that the 



nobles and prelates of the realm proceeded to the ele&ion of ^ new monarch y 
and Eudes, count of Paris and Orleans, and duke of Burgundy, was declared 
to be the objeft of their choice. To the remembrance of his' father, Robert 
the Strong, who had died in defending the ftate from the depredations of the 
Normans, and to the glorious feats which he himfelf hid achieved, in the de- 
fence of the capital, was this nobleman indebted for the crown. The ceremo- 
ny of his confecration was performed at Sens, by Vautier, archbifhop of that 
diocefe. The prudent precautions adopted by Eudes, on his acceffion to the 
throne, were well calculated to fecure the pofleffi on of it. He publicly pro- 
tefted that having been appointed guardian to young Charles by Lewis the Stam- 

he only accepted the diadem with the view of reftoring it to the lawful 
heir, fo foon as he fliould be fufficiently old to govern the kingdom. Threatened 
with a deftruftive war by the Germans, he fent to Arnoul, and affured him, 
that if his nomination to the throne was likely . to difturb the tranquillity of 
France, he was ready to refign the fceptre. He even went to Worms, where 
he had an interview with Arnoul, into whofe hands he 

folemnly {wearing that he would never wear it but with his free confent. The 

_ — ^ ^* m* m% mm *-m\ ^ — mm ^ mm* mm*. 



merer 



furrendered 



vernment of Eudes. 



this mark of deference and condefcenfion 
promifed to forbear from all kind 



A. D. 888, 889, 890, 



] This prince began his reign 



deavour to reprefs the infolence of the nobility, and to humble the foreign and 
domeftic enemies of the ftate. At the head of one thoufand horfe he defeated 



Normans 
been atte 



Mont 



haftily 



Normans 



His pre-' 
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vantage of his abfence, and credted their victorious banners on the walls of 
Meaux, Toul, and Verdun ; even Paris itfelf was again infulted by the licen- 
tious arms of thefe northern adventurers. Their deftru&ive incurfions into 
Lorraine were fuccefsfully repelled by the king of Germany ; but in France a 
icene of anarchy and difcord prefented itfelf on every fide ; the nobles of each 
province difobeyed their foyereign, opprelfed their vafTals, and exercifed per- 
petual hoftilities againft their equals and neighbours. 

The princefs Hermengarde, in the mean time, having fecured the votes of 
Arnold and the pope, that is, of two perfons who had not the fmalleft right to 
difpofe of the throne, endeavoured to procure the coronation of her fon Lewis j 
and this Arrange attempt was at length crowned with fuccefs. In a council of 
prelates and nobles, aflembled at Valence, that prince was unanimoufly pro- 
claimed king. u We have examined," faid the members, cc whether we could, 
" in prudence and juftice, eleft Lewis, the fon of Bofon ; and we have unani- 
cc moufly agreed that the fceptre could not pafs into better hands*." Such were 
the attempts — and fuch the pretenfions of an ambitious and ignorant clergy — 
pretenfions, founded on a dangerous affumption of power, which they infidi- 
oufly extended from Ipiritual to temporal matters ; pretenfions authorifed by 
the affembly of Compiegne, and long regarded as juft and proper ; though at 
length they are univerfaliy acknowledged to be errors, exploded by the Divine 
Author of our religion, who declared, in exprefs terms, that his kingdom was 
not, of this xv or Id. 

A. D. 892.3 The infurre&ion in Provence was followed by violent commo- 
tions, excited by the nobles of Neuftria. Count Walgaire, though related to 
Eudes, was the firft to take up arms in favour of the infant Charles ; but ha- 
ving feized the important city of Laon, it was beficged by Eudes,. who fpeediiy 
compelled the garrifon to furrender, and fentenced Walgaire to lofe his head. 
Aquitaine once more erected the ftandard of revolt ; thither the monarch re- 
paired at the head of his victorious army, and had reduced all the rebels to fiy 
before him, and take (helter in a fmgle town, when he was fummoned back to 
Neuftria, where the malcontents, more irritated than terrified at the fate of 
Walgaire, had openly efpoufed the caufe of Adelaide and her youthful fon. 
'The chiefs of this party were the queen-mother, Foulques, archbifhop of Rhehns, 
Herbert, count of Vermandois, and Pepin, count of Senlis. Charles, though 
only thirteen, was concluded to. Rheims, and crowned by the archbifhop, who 
publiflied a long apology for his conduct, and exhorted all the fovereigns of the 
earth to undertake the defence of his pupil againft the ufurper. 

* Conci], Valentin. apudLab, tcra. ix» p. 43. 
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A. D. 893.]. THE king of Germany was highly difpleafed with the remon- 
ftrance of Foulques, and he accordingly wrote to that prelate, threatening to 
maKe him feel the effe&s of his refentment. The arckbifhop replied— that fee- 
ing the kingdom expofed to the depredations of the Normans, he had thought 
it his duty to confent to the coronation of Eudes, who was alone capable of de- 
fending the ftate ; but that the fon of Lewis the Stammerer having now attain- 
ed an age at which, with the affiftance of his minifters, he might fafely be en- 
trufted with the reins of government, he could not refufe to comply with the 
unanimous requeft of the nobles who called him to the throne of his anceftors ; 
and that, at a time when fo many fubje&s aipired to the crown, he deemed it 
dangerous and improper for him to fet an example of infidelity to the lawful 
heir, Thefe arguments, however, were infufficient to convince the ambitious 
.monarch ; but the commotions in Italy, and the revolt of fome tributary ftates, 
induced him to diffemble. He faw the army of Eudes on the point of attack- 
ing the royalifts, and he refolved to wait the event of the aftion before he de- 
clared himfelf. Victory decided in favour of Eudes, and the youthful king 
was compelled to take refuge at the court of Germany. 

A* D. 894, 895, 896, 897, 898-] Charles, after remaining fome time in ex- 
ile, returned to France, and took poffeffion of the provinces of Champagne and 
Burgundy ; and Eudes himfelf, through the perfuafions of the archblfhop of 
Riieims, foon after extinguiGied the torch of difcdrd by acknowledging the 
fovereignty of that prince, and only retaining, under an oath of homage and 
fidelity, the country from the Seine to the Pyrenees. Eudes furvived to en- 
joy but a fhort time the tranquillity eftahiifhed by his own moderation ; in the 
month of January, fubfequent to his abdication, he expired at La Fere, in Pi- 
cardy, in the fortieth year of his age ; efteemed by the Normans whom he had 
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vanquHhed, beloved by the people whom he had protected, and hated, yet 
dreaded, by the nobility, whole oppreflions he had firmly oppofed. His infant 
, ion, Arnold, fucceeded to his principality, with the title of king ; but his 
death, in a few days after, united France under the fole authority of Charles 
the Simple. 

A. D. 899 to 912.3 This re-union of the kingdom might have been produc- 
tive 6f the greateft advantages, had the power of the monarch been fufficientto 
reftrain the daring attempts of his ambitions nobles j but the weaknefs of the 
government tended to increafe their arrogance, and their audacity was carried 
to fuch a heigth, that in a fhort time the kingdom was divided into a number 
of petty fovereignties, each of which afferted its independence of the crown. 
Hence all was anarchy and confufion, the authority of the king was reduced to 
a fhadow, and the ftrength of the nation nearly annihilated. Such was the fiate 
of France, when attacked by ah enemy, who, to the moft intrepid courage, uni- 
ted the mod: extenfive views. 

Ptollo was a powerful chieftain, who had been originally pofTeffed of an in- 
dependent principality in Denmark, of which the cruelty and perfidy of the 
reigning monarch had unjuftly' deprived him. Compelled to take refuge in 
a remote corner of Scandinavia, he* refolved to repair the lofs he had fuftained 
by following the example of his countrymen in committing depredations on 
the more fouthern coafts of Europe. For this purpofe he colle&ed a formida- 
ble band of adventurers, compofeel of Norwegians, Swedes, Frifians, and 
Danes, who, allured by the profpeft of plunder, flocked to him from all quar- 
ters ; and, having equipped a numerous fleet, he bade adieu to his native 

country. 

His firft attempt was made on England, in the latter end of the reign of 
Alfred; but finding the ifland in a proper pofture of defence, and governed by 
a wife and courageous prince, he prudently defifted from his enterprife, and 
repaired to France, where he was fuffered to fpread his d6(tru<ftive ravages 
over the greateft part of the kingdom with impunity. He continued his de- 
valuations for fome years with uninterrupted fuccefs, which fo harrafTed the 
French, that they at length compelled their fovereign, in the year 912, to fue 
for peace. 

As Rollo was victorious he impofed fuch terms' on Charles as beft fuited his 
convenience. A cellion of territory was an objeft he infilled on ; and the king 
was reduced to purchafe a peace by the facrifice of one of his moft fertile pro- 
vinces. A great part of the extenfive country of Neuftria was yielded to the 
Dane, which was thenceforward denominated Normandy, from its new inhabi- 
tants, and confifted of all the province which now bears that name, excepting 
the fmall diftrift of Bayeux, which, did not fall under the dominion of the 
Norman dukes till many years after. For this he was required to do homage 
to the crown 3 and repaired to Clair upon Epte (where this difgraceful treaty 
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was ligned) for that purpofe, but he obflinatcly refilled to comply with the ce- 
remony of kneeling to the king — a mark of fubjecHon impofeci on v^jfTab by 
the rites of the feudal law, and which appeared to him an indignity tliat his 

fierce ipirit could not brook; and it was with fome difficulty .that he could be 

perfuaded even to put his hand within the king's, while he took the oath of fi- 
delity. Befides Neuftria, Charles likewife gave him the turbulent province of 
Brittany, to hold as a fief of the crown ; but the Britons, not lefs fierce and 
untraceable than the Danes themfelves, refufed to pay homage to Hollo, which 
occafioned frequent wars between the two provinces. 

In order to attach Rollo more firmly to his intereft, Charles gave him his 
daughter Gifele in marriage ; but required his conversion to chriftianity as a 
previous condition. This was cheerfully complied with by the Norman, who 
accordingly received baptifm from the hands of Francis, archbiihop of Rouen, 
and was named Robert, from Robert count of Paris, who anfwered for him at 
the baptiihaal font. " The grace of this holy facrament," fays Mezeray, cc opera- 
u ted lb powerful a regeneration in Rollo, that he became one of the beft 
u princes of the age." Certain it is that he governed his new acquired territories 
with great equity and moderation. He treated the French, who fubmitted to his 
fway, with juftice and lenity ; and, reclaiming his followers from thofe inveterate 
habits of plunder to which they had been accuftomed from their cradle, efFeded 
the eftablifhment of good order and falutary laws throughout his dominions. 
The only flaw in the character of Rollo, was his barbarity to his wife, who di- 
ed of a broken heart, in confequence of his ill treatment ; and when Charles fent 

two of his officers to remonftrate with him on the impropriety of his conduft, he 
had them both put to death. 

Charles, in the fame year, received fome compenfation for the dominions he 
had diverted himfelf of, by the death of Lewis,' king of Germany. With that 
prince expired the male line of Charlemagne in Germany ; and the vacant 
throne was, by the free voice of the nobility, filled with Conrad, duke of Fran- 
conia ; but Lorraine refufed to acquiefce in the injurious eleftion, and in Charles 

fought the protection, and acknowledged the authority, of the \afl prince of the 
Carlo vingian race. ♦ 

From 912, to 921.] The fubje&s of the French monarch foon difcovered, 
that the weaknefs of Charles, under the name of a favourite, required a mat- 
ter ; and the obfequious arts of Haganon, a private gentleman, without birth, 
and without fortune, gained the confidence of the king. The cares of empire 
were devolved on, and the hours of the prince were devoted to, this new mi- 
nion of fortune ; and it was obferved, by Henry duke of Saxony, one of the 
abjeft princes of the age, and whofe requeft of an audience had been continually 
evaded by the aniwer that the king was engaged with Haganon, " Either H^- 
u ganon will feat himfelf on the fame throne with Charles, or Charles will be- 
" come a private gentleman like Haganon." Yet the favourite, however un-r 
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popular, cannot be denied the praife of wifdom, penetration, vigour and fideli- 
ty ; but the times were adverfe to the adminiflratioh he had aflumed ; and the 
two Roberts, dukes of Normandy and France, overfhadowed, with united influ- 
ence, the power of the crown. Their formidable confederacy at length com- 
pelled the king to difmifs his minifter ; and their ambition, nourished by fuccefs, 
foon revealed the pretenfions of Robert to a throne, which had been occupied by 
his brother Eudes. The recall of Haganon was the fignal of war ; Robert was 

folemnly crowned at Rheims; and, with the forces of the confpirators, encam- 
ped under the wails of SoifTons. While in oftentatious fecurity he enjoyed 
the pleafures of the table, he was lurprifed by the appearance of Charles at • 
the head of a few faithful followers : with undaunted courage he mounted his 
horfe, and endeavoured to reftcre order to his troops ; but, in the tumult of 
the confiitt, he received a mortal wound from the fpear of his rival, and was 
difpatched by his furrounding enemies- Yet his fon Hugh, and Herbert, count 
of Vermandois*, maintained the battle with more fuccefsful valour : and Charles, 
after having enjoyed the triumph of revenge, was, in his turn, compelled to re- 
treat before fuperior numbers, with the lofs of his baggage, and the braveft of 
his companions. 

After this viftory, Hugh could have found no difficulty in placing the crown 
upon his own head ; nor can his forbearance to do fo be eafily accounted for. 
An author, who wrote foon after the prefent period, obferves, that he fent to 

his filler Emma, who was married to Rodolph, duke of Burgundy, to afk her, 

whether fhe would rather fee himfelf or Rodolph on the throne ; and that flic 
replied, flie would rather kifs the knees of her hufband than of her brother!*. 
On the receipt of this anfwer, Rodolph was proclaimed king of France, and the 
ceremony of his coronation was performed in the church of Saint Medard, at 
Soiffons, by Gautier, archbifhop of Sens. 

Charles might ftill have maintained a fuccefsful ftruggle with his enemies, 
but for the treachery of Herbert^ count of Vermandois. This nobleman, being 
refolvedto feize the per fori of his fovereign, fent the count of Senlis to allure 
him of his loyalty, and of his readinefs to declare in his favour, together with 
his numerous vafTals. Surprized at the news, thetfugitive prince at firft hefita- 
tedt ; but, as the count was his relation, being defcended, like himfelf, in a right 
line from • Charlemagne, he was at length prevailed on to difinifs his fears, and 
to give him the meeting at Saint Quentin. There the reception he experienced 
from the perfidious Herbert, tended to confirm his hopes, and diminifh his fcra- 
ptes. But, he had no fooner difiniffed his followers, than his perfon was feized, 
during the night, and fecretly conveyed to Chateau Thierri. Herbert, after 
this of bafenefs, repaired to the court of Burgundy, to congratulate the new 
monarch on the capture of his rival. 

* Chrop, Magdeburg.—Chron. S. Medardi. + Glabcr, J. i. c. 2. % Flodcanl. 
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A. D. 9 2 4.3 RODOLPH was continually employed either hi the repreffion 
of domeftic feuds, or therepulfion of foreign invafions. Having repelled an 
attempt of the Normans to extend their domains, he repaired to Lorraine, whi- 
ther he was invited *by the nobles ; and, having reduced a great part of that king- 
dom, he compelled the king of Germany to demand a ceflation of hoflilities* 
He next turned his arms againft William, duke of Aquitaine, who, unable to op- 

pofe his fuperior ftrength, averted his refentment by a feigned fubmifli on, and 
extorted homage . 

A. D. 9 2 5-] He had no (boner returned from his expedition to Aquitaine, 
than his attention was called to the rovers of the north, who had renewed 

their depredations, and were laying wafte the fertile plains of Burgundy. The 

Normans of Rouen too broke forth into open hoftilities ; and, having fpread 
themfelves over Picardy and Artois, attacked Noyon, from whence they were 
rep ulfed with lofs. Hugh, duke of France, whofe authority extended from the 
Loire to the Seine, aflembled the militia of Paris, and, entering Normandy, 
deltroyed the whole country with fire and fword. He was foon joined by the 
king, who detached from his camp in the Beauvaifis , the count of Vermandois, 
with a part of his army, to form the fiege of Eu, which was taken by afiault, 
and all the male inhabitants maflacred, without mercy or diftinftion. Herbert, 

as a reward for his courage and conduct, obtained the archbilhoprick of Rheims 
for his fon, an infant of five years*; this was the firft inftance of the appoint- 
ment of a child to the pofleflibn of ecclefiaftical dignities ; it eftablifhed a dan- 
gerous precedent, and gave rife to numerous abufes. 

A. D. 926*2 Thefe advantages were counterbalanced by the lofs of Lor- 
raine, which fubmitted to the king of Germanyt. Aquitaine alfo revolted; 
Champagne was threatened with an incurfionof the Hungarians ; and the whole 
empire appeared in a ftate of convulfion — a prey to the fury of its enemies, and 
the feuds of its citizens. It was at this period a crude and indigefted govern- 

4 

* Hid, Rem* 1. iv. c. 19, 20. t Flodoard. 

HI12 



* 



244 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

ment, where force, alone, was acknowledged as law ; an heterogeneous mixture 
of monarchy and oligarchy, where every one proportioned the extent of his 
power to his ability in acquiring it. Such is the frequent confequence of ufiir- 
pation, and of a deviation from eftabliftied rules, and lawful authority. The 
molt formidable of thefe turbulent valfals was the treacherous count . of 
Venn an do is . 

A. D. 927.] Herbert, whofe ambition was equal to his perfidy, claimed 
as the reward of his fervices, the county* of Laon, recently become vacant 
by the death of Rotgaire. But he received a refufal from the king, who be- 
ftowed it on the fon of the late count. Herbert, enraged at the failure of his 
application, refolved on revenge ; and he engaged Henry, king of Germany ; 
Hugh, duke of France, who had lately married Ethelinda, the daughter of 
Edward, king of England, and the fifter of Charles's confort ; and William, 
duke of Normandy, to enter into his views. They all fwore to aflift him, to 
the utmoft of their power, in reftoring the throne to its lawful pofTefTor ; and 
the pope threatened with excommunication whoever fhould dare to oppofe the 
reftoration of Charles. That prince was accordingly releafed from confinement 
and condufted to Saint Quentin, where he was received by the fame people 
who had rejoiced at his depofal with every demonftration of joy. From thence 
he repaired to Eu, where he received homage from the duke of Normandy. 

A. D. 928, 929.] Rodolph, in order to avert the impending ftorm, at 
length offered the city of Laon to Herbert; and that perjured traitor, "having 

thns acquired what had alone Induced him to take up arms, accepted his propo- 

fal. The unfortunate Charles was again facrificed to the ambition of his no- 
bles, and confined at Peronne, where he died foon after, in the fiftieth year of 
his age, and the thirtieth of his reign. By his firft wife, whofe name is un- 
known, he had Gifele, who married Rollo, the firft duke of Normandy, By 

Frederune, his fecond wife, he had no child ; and by Egiva, fifter to Athelftan, 
kifeg of England, he had Lewis d'Outre-Mer. This monarch was buried at 
the abbey of Saint Fourcy. 

A. D. 930 to 936.] The few remaining years of the reign of Rodolph were 
palTed in reftraining the incurfions of the Normans, and in quelling the turbu- 
lent fpirit of the nobles- The friendfhip of Herbert, count of Vermandois, and 
Hugh, duke of France, was foon converted into implacable hatred, and war 

was declared between them. But the former, after being ftripped of moft of 
his poffeffidns, at length confented to a truce,' that was followed by a peace. 
This was the laft remarkable event that occurred during the life of Rodolph, 
who died at Auxerre, in 936. 

The death of this prince was followed by an interregnum of near fix months* 
Such was the fituation of affairs, at this period, that no attention was paid to 

■ 

* By eounty is here meant a certain diftrifl, giving to its poffeffor the title of Count. 
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the eftabliflied rules of fucceflion. Hugh the Black, brother to Rodolph, who 
had died without children, afpired to the crown ; and his pretenfions were fa- 
voured by the Burgundians. But he had a powerful rival in the perfon of Hugh, 
duke of France, whofe dignity of birth, and fplendor of talents, render Jiim a 
formidable competitor. But the nobles, however, were refolved to exclude 
from the throne, any claimant who poflefled fufficient vigour and merit to en- 
fure obedience. Hugh, therefore, was rejected. The conjunfture was favour- 
able to the lawful heir, Prince Lewis, fon of Charles the Simple, who had 
been taken to England by his mother, in order to fecure him from the rage of 

faction. It was from his refidence in England that he acquired the appellation 

of Outre-Mer, Beyond the Sea, or Stranger. Hugh, unable to obtain the regal 

dignity himfelf, was glad to fee it conferred on a prince whom he hoped to keep 

inaftateof dependence. With this view he recalled Lewis from England ; 

and, meeting him at Boulogne, paid him homage as a vaflal, and took the oath 
of fidelity to the youthful monarch. 
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A. D. 936.3 LEWIS was but fixteen when called to the throne of his ances- 
tors ; and he had been abfent from his native country thirteen years. The 
example of Hugh was followed by a great number of nobles and prelates, who 
attended the king to Laon, where he was crowned by Artaud, archbifhop of 
Rheims. . To difcharge his obligations to the duke of France, and to fecure 
the fidelity of that powerful nobleman, he appointed him minifter, and com- 
mitted to his hands the reigns of government. The duke of Burgundy had 

prefumed on an infant reign to difturb the tranquillity of the kingdom, and to 
leize the city of Langres : the infult was refented by Hugh, who, at the head 
of a powerful army, penetrated into Burgundy, and compelled the brother of 
Rodolphto purchafe an ignominious peace, by the ceflion of a great part of that 
fertile duchy. But Lewis foon became tired with remaining under the tuition 
of this ambitious fubjeft, who wiflied to keep him conftantly at Paris, where 
he was fole mafter. The • young king had privately fecured the duke 
of Normandy, and the counts of Flanders, Vermandois, and Poitiers, who, 
jealous of the minifter's power, cheerfully united in order to releafe him from 
the ftate of captivity in which he was holden. He accordingly withdrew to 
Laon, where he was met by his mother Egiva. The duke, more aftoniflied 
than alarmed at this circumftance, only fought to encreafe his power by the 
influence of fear. He found the means of gaining over the inconftant and per- 
fidious Herbert, who had fuflicient influence to make the Normans forfake the 
intereft of the king. They were alfb joined by Gilbert, duke of Lorraine ; 
and Otho, king of Germany, promifed to proteft them. 

A. D. 937, 938.]] As foon as the feafon would permit, the confederated 
princes began their march towards tjiofe parts where the king's authority was 
jnioft acknowledged, Lewis advanced to meet them, not with 2, powerful ai> 
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my, but with a band of bifhops, whofe fpiritual weapons were exerted with, 
greater fuccefs than the temporal fwords and pikes of the troops. Thefe for- 
midable prelates fent to inform the duke of Normandy and the count of Ver- 

mandois, that they excommunicated them both — the firft, for having burned 
fome towns in Flanders ; and the laft, for unjuftly retaining certain poifeflions 
belonging to the abbey of Saint Remi, at Rheims. This extraordinary inter- 
ference of the ecclefiaftical power, and the effeft it produced, are ftrongly cha- 
rafteriftic of the fpir it of the times. The rebels, alarmed at their threats, re- 
mained in fufpenfe. The laws of honour, ever facred ; the obligation of an 
oath, the firmed: bond of fociety ; the love of juftice ; a regard for their duty 
all thefe potent confi derations had proved inefficient to deter them from taking 
up arms againft their fovereign — while the fear of excommunication, the mo- 
tives for which were probably unjuft, checked in a moment the uplifted arm of 
rebellion. Prince Hugh, for that was the title he affumed*, obferving tlie in- 
decifion of his afTociates, propofed an accommodation ; and a truce was accor- 
dingly agreed on. 

A. D. 939*3 Lewis employed this interval of tranquillity in fe curing the 
kingdom of Lorraine, whofe inhabitants invited him to reign over them. 
While he advanced to Verdun, an Englifh fleet appeared on the coaft of Flan- 
ders, in order to protect thofe maritime towns of Lorraine which had declared 
for the king. Thefirft offenfive and defenfive treaty between France and Eng- 
land! was concluded during this reign ; till when but little intercourfe, ex- 
cept fuch as was merely commercial, had fubfifted between the two kingdoms.' 
Having made himfelf mafter of the greater part of x\lface, Lewis compelled fe- 
veral counts, who ftill remained faithful to the king of Germany, to retire be- 
yond the Rhine; but, receiving intelligence that the biftiop of Laon was about 
to furrender that important city to Herbert, he haftened thither, and expelled 
the feditious prelate. The tide of fuccefs then turned ; the dukes of Lorraine 
and Franconia, to whofe care he had entrufted his newconqueft, fuffered them- 
felves to be taken by furprize ; the laft was killed by the enemy, and the firft 
was drowned in paffing the Rhine, while his widow had taken refuge in the 
ftrong fortrefs of Chievremont, in the county of Liege ; whither Lewis repaired 
with a body of troops, and in order to fecure her fatereft in Lorraine, married 
her in a few days after the death of her hufbandt ; but the appearance of Otho 
fpeedily reduced all the towns which had declared againft him to return to their 
obedience. - 

A. D. 940.] The only effeft of this war, in which Lewis had fignalized 
his courage and a&ivity, was to make him a new enemy in the perfon of Otho, 
who now renewed his ancient engagements with Hugh. That nobleman, in 
concert with the count of Vermandois, made incurfions upon the teritories of 

* Dudo, 1. 2, + Luitprand, 1. i\\ cvj.j.. % Vifchind Hift, Saxon. 1. ii. 
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the archbifliop of Rheims, to whom the king accorded, by way of recompence 
for the damage he fuftained, the right of coining money. But the prelate did 
not long enjoy this privilege ; for his epifcopal city was prefently attacked, and, 
after a fiege of fix days, reduced*. His troops were better in appearance than 
in reality ; and the prelate himfelf, being taken from a cloifter to head a prin- 
cipality, was but little fkilled in the art of defending towns. It is here neceC- 
fary to remark, that the bifhops, in imitation of the nobles, had aflumed the go- 
vernment of their epifcopal cities and diocefes. Hence the titles of prince, 
duke, or count, which many of them ftill enjoy. Hence, too, that bloody and 
obftinate war, (which lafted eighteen years) undertaken and fupported by the 
count of Vermandois, in order to maintain his fon Hugh in the pofTeflion of a 
fee, fince become the firft duchy in the kingdom; a war during which the two 
rivals were alternately confirmed or depofed, according to the intereft and ca- 
price of the court of Rome, and of the ecclefiaftical councils. Artaud, howe- 
ver, ftrengthened by the king's intereft, the ancient canons, and a majority of 
the councils, at length prevailed ; though he was obliged to give up the go- 
vernment of the diocefe, and to content himfelf with the abbies of Avenay and 
Saint Bafle, which were affigned him for his fupport. 

, A. D. 94I-O From Rheims the rebels marched to Laon, which, by thfc vi- 
gour of its defence^ gave the king time to advance to its relief. On his ap- 
pearance, the fa<ftious leaders retired ; and, conducting Otho to the palace of 
Attigny, declared him, by an inftance of treachery hitherto unexampled, fove- 
reign of Francet. Though fome of the French monarchs had before been de- 
pofed, yet a prince of the blood had always been appointed to fill the vacant 
throne, tp which no ftranger had ever been called. Lewis, in this calamitous 
fituation, Ihewed himfelf worthy of the crown he wore. By retreats, attacks, 
and negotiations, fagacioufly planned, and opportunely enforced, he at length 

fucceeded in his attempts to detach Otho from the factious league. But ftill 
fortune difplayed her ufual inconftancyt : his troops were defeated near Laon, 
and he himfelf was fo clofely prefted by the enemy, that it was with difficulty 
he effeftedhis efcape. This viftory was followed by a general defection of 
the whole kingdom, except the inhabitants of Aqnitaine, who alone preferved 
their fidelity, At laft, through the pope's mediation, peace was concluded. 
Otho, though proclaimed king by the rebels, had the generofity to declare 

^gainftthem: Hugh and Herbert, forfaken by this powerful ally, returned to 
their duty, and fhewed fuhmiffioR to that authority which they were unable 

^ny longer to conteft. 

A. D. 943 0 William, duke of Normandy, furnamed Long-Sword, had 

greatly contributed tQ the reftoration of tranquillity ; but that wife prince did 

fiQt live long to enjoy the falutary effefts of his interference, being affaffinated 

fiift,.Remens % + Flodoard, Chron. t Dudo. 1, iii, 
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at an interview with Arnoul, count of Flanders, on the river Sommc. He 

left an infant fon, named Richard, whom Lewh took under his protection, 
and conduced toLaon, where he kept him in t, . confinement- According 
to fome authors, he intended to hamftring the young prince, in order that, 
being maimed and lame, he might be deemed incapable of being placed on the 
throne, and at the head of armies. But two hiftorians*, who wrote at a pe- 
riod nearer to the prefent, affirm, that he only threatened the prince with that 

punifliment, in cafe he fhould leave the city without his permiffion. Richard, 
however, was preferved from the danger, by the vigilance of his governor, 
Ofman, who, in the difguife of a groom, efcaped with his-pupil, concealed in 
a trufs'of hay, and, mounting him on a fleet horfe, conveyed him in fafety to 
the friendly caftle of Bernard, count of Senlis. Prince Hugh promifed this 
nobleman fo afford him effe&ual prote&ion againft the refentment of Lewis ; 
but he was induced to break his word, on a propofal made him by the king to 
divide Normandy between them, on condition that the expence of reducing it 
fhould be mutually borne. A treaty for this purpofe was concluded in a few 

days ; and Lewis, entering Normandy, advanced to Pxouen, with a powerful 
army, while the duke of France penetrated into the country of Baieuxt. 

A. 944, 945'.] The Normans, unable to refift their united forces, en- 
deavoured to fow divifion between the allies. With this view they offered to 
acknowledge the fovereignty of Lewis, provided he would compel Hugh to 
leave their territories. The propofal was accepted by the king, and the duke 

retired enraged at his perfidy, and vowing revenge. An opportunity for put- 
ting his threats in execution fpeedily occured. Lewis having advanced to at- 
tack Aigrol, king of Denmark, who had landed with an army of Danest, in 
order to fupport the claims of the infant duke, his troops were defeated with 
great flaughter, and he himfelf was taken prifoner. Hugh, at the folicitation 
of Queen Gerberge, immediately convened the parliament ||, and expatiated 
largely in favour of the royal authority. By his advice, it was refolved 
that the king fhould be releafed on giving his fecond fon for a hoftage, and that 
young Richard fhould be eflablifhed in his duchy. The Normans, on this con- 
dition, furrendered Lewis into the hands of Hugh, who refufed to fethim at li- 
berty till he had ceded the city of Laon. 

A. D. 946.] During thefetranfa&ions, Herbert, count of Vermandois, had 
died, and his laft moments were embittered by the pangs of remorfe§. He left 
feveral foils, and among others Albert, who was the head of thehoufe of Ver- 
mandois.. Lewis being determined to revenge the perfidy of the father upon 
the children, a bloody war enfued, in which that monarch was frequently wor- 
fted. Bat a contefl ftill more obflinate and dangerous was he compelled to 

* Dado. I. iin— Guill. Gemet. c. i\\ + Flodoard. Chron. % Idem. Ibid. || Chron. ii. Breve* 

Duchefne. torn. Hi. p. 321. § Glab. 1. i. c. 9. 
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maintain again ft Hugh, whole power fet his utmofi efforts at defiance. Affiftcd 
by the king of Germany and the count of Flanders, Lewis marched againft the 
rebels, at the head of an army of one hundred and eighty thoufand men ; but 
Hugh prudently declined a combat with a force fo luperior to his own ; and the 
king reaped no other advantage from this acceffion of fircngth than the capture 
of Rheims, the cxpulfion of archbifhop Hugh, the re-ellabliftiment of Art and 7 
and the devaflation of the duchy of France*. Having formed the fie ge of 
Kouent, he was foiled in his attempts to reduce it ; and, after loiing a great 
number of men, was compelled to withdraw with his troops, 

A. D. 948-] Still, however, hoftilities continued with unabated ardour, 
though without any other fuccefs than the delblation of fertile provinces. But 
Hugh at length prevailed fo far that the crown was within his gralp, and he was 
ftrenuoufly urged tofeize it, by his numerous partizanst. Lewis, in his dilem- 
ma, was reduced to the dangerous and degrading necefiity of having recourfe 
to the authority of the church. He repaired to the council of Ingelheimj), 
which had been convened by the pope, where he was met by Otho, his ally ; 

and when the two monarchs had taken their feats on the fame bench, the pope's 
legate read aloud the inftru&ions he had received from his m after, who delega- 
ted to him the power of crowning and of depofing fovereigns. The French mc- 
narch then arofe and demanded juftice for the daring attempts of an arbitrary 
fubje<ft who had ufurped his authority, and left him but the empty title of king. 
The fathers, moved by his fituation, threatened to excommunicate his rebelli- 
ous vaffal, unlefs he inftantly appeared before the council and juftified his con- 
duit. The duke refilling to comply with the citation, thefcntence of excom- 
munication was iflued againft him, that fame year, by the council of Treves, 
and afterwards confirmed at Home. Hugh, alarmed for the confequences of 
this proceeding, which, though he clefpifed it himfelf, he knew had great in- 
fluence on the minds of the people, consented to an accommodation with Lewis, 
to whom he reftored the caftle of Laon, and whom he acknowledged for his 
fovereigm But ftill he cherifhed a fecret einuity, which lafted till the death of 
that prince§, who perifned by a Angular accident. 

A. D. 954-3 One of his fons, named Lewis, having died at Laon, he de- 
termined in future to refide at Rheims : as he approached that city, he faw a 
wolf, which he immediately followed, on full gallop, when his horfc (tumbled 
and threw him. The injury proved fatal: being carried to the ai;chbifhop ? s 
palace, he there expired, in the thirty-third year of his age, and the eighteenth 
of his reign** ; he was interred in the church of Saint Remi. 

Lewis was pofTeiTedof many good qualities ; his courage was undaunted, and 
his political talents were far from contemptible. The misfortunes of his reign 

* Dado. I. Hi, + Guill. Gcmet. Ibid. c. xi. $ Hift. Rem. c. 3$. jj Tom. ix. Cone. 
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proceeded chiefly from a facility of difpofition, which laid him open to deceit 
a defeft, not uncommon in virtuous minds, though feldom to be found in thofe 
of a contrary defcription. 

Lewis had, by his queen Gerberge,the widow of Gilbert, duke of Lorraine, 
fivefons ; Lothaire, Lewis, Carloman, Charles, and Henry ; and two daughters, 
Matilda, married, fome time after his death, to Conrad, king of Burgundy j 
and Albrade, wife to Renaud, count of Roucy. Only two of the princes fur- 
vivedhim, Lothaire, who fucceeded to the crown ; and Charles who was tin- 
juftly excluded from the throne of his anceftors. The firft was only in his thir- 
teenth or fourteenth year, and the fecond but a year old. The eldeft, whom 
his father had taken the precaution to affbeiate with him in the empire, had the 
fole government of the kingdom, to the total exclufion of the youngeft, con- 
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would effeft a dimunition of his authority. Whatever was the caufe, thi 
ample, which experience has proved to be fo highly beneficial, has fince be 
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A. D. 956.3 HUGH, pofTeffedof power almoft abfolute, might cafily have 
placed the diadem on his own brows ; but, affraid to afTume a title which could 



him 



nobleman 



addition to the dignities he already poffeffed, he now acquired the duchy of Aqui- 

taine, which was taken from the family of the counts of Poittiers, in order to gra- 
tify his ambition- Such was the degree of grandeur to which Hugh had attained, 
when he expired at Dourdan, little regretted by the king, on whofe prerogatives 
he infringed, though greatly lamented by his numerous friends. It is faidof him, 
that he reigned twenty years without being king. He had acquired the appella- 
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pofTeffed: thefe he tranfmitted to his fon, Hugh Capet. Befides Hugh Capet, 



nobleman 



ceflively dukes of Burgundy ; and two daughters, Emma, married to Richard, 
duke of Normandy; and Beatrix, wife to Frederick the Firft, duke of Upper 
Lorraine. 

The reign of Lothaire is marked by no event of importance. His authority 
being almoft confined to the city of Laon, he was long a quiet fpettator of the 
wars between his powerful vaflals. He made an unfuccefsful attempt on Aqui- 
taine ; .and, after feeking in vain to gain pofleffion of the perfon of Richard, 
duke of Normandy, he was at length compelled to fecure that duchy to him and 
his heirs. In Flanders, his efforts were more fortunate; he reduced Arras, 
Douay, and feveral other flrong places, and obliged count Baldwin the Third, to 
fue for peace and mercy. On his return from this expedition, he concluded at 
Cologne, a treaty of marriage with the princefs Emma, daughter of Lothaire, 



king 

emperor Otho, The 



afterwards married to the 
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ceeded by a perfect calm in the empire, which lafted feveral years ; and which 
alone fufliced to prove the great capacity of a monarch, who, poffefled only of 
a few towns, and a very fin all army, could ftill reprefs the ambitious attempts 
of his nobles, and keep within due bounds thofe haughty vafTals, who had fb 
long preferved a ftate of independence. 

A. D. 965.] But the difputcs with regard to Lorraine at length re-kindled 
the deftru&ive torch of war, and proved fatal to the defcendants of Charle- 
magne, The king had ceded his rights to that kingdom to his brother, prince 
Charles*, who had hitherto in vain endeavoured to aflert them ; when Otho, the 
Second, in order to divide the royal family, offered the duchy of Lower Lor- 
raine to that prince, which comprehended Brabant, and all the provinces be- 
tweeen the Rhine and the Schelde, as far as the fea ; but on condition that he 

fhould hold it as a fief, under the crown of Germany. Charles, whole reve- 
nue was fmall, joyfully accepted the offer ; and, taking the required oath of fi- 
delity, eflablifhed his refidencc at BrufTels. The French were highly enraged 

at this proceeding, , and faw, with indignation, the brother of their fovereign 

become the vafTal of a foreign prince. Such was the motive which operated 
to the exclafion of Charles from the crown, and made it pafs into another fami- 
ly, in which it has remained ever fince. 

A. D. 977, 978, 979, 980.] When the king was apprifed of his brother's 
conduct, he marched into Upper Lorraine ; and, feizing Metz, received ho- 
mage from the majority of the nobles. He then advanced to Aix-la-Chapelle, 
where he had nearly furprifed the emperor as he was fitting at table. The 
town was pillaged by the troops. Otho, in his turn, over-ran France with a 
powerful army, and laid fiege to Paris, where he was determined, he faid, to 
fing Hallelujah^. Hugh Capet, whom he informed of his intention, preven- 
ted him from gratifying his wifli ; and, by a vigorous refiftance, and fallies judi- 
cioufly planned, and fuccefsfully executed, at length compelled him to raife the 
fiege. On his retreat he was attacked by Lothaire, and loft fo many of his 
troops, in different fkirmifhes, that not one-fixth of his army returned to Ger- 
many. 

But the vigorous exertions of Lothaire were produ&ive of no folid advan- 
tage ; he reduced all the towns of Lorraine, but was unable to keep them, not 
having fufficient troops to fupply them with garrifons. Befides, circumftances 
were unfavourable to long expeditions ; as me vaflals were only obliged to keep 
the field for a certain time. Before he diiiniffed his nobles, he repaired to Com- 
piegne, where he afTociated his fon Lewis, a boy of twelve years old, with him 
in the empire. A peace was at length concluded between Lothaire and Otho, 
to whom he ceded the kingdom of Lorraine, on condition that he fhould hold 

it as a fief of the crown of France. Notwithstanding this treaty, hefoon after 

x 

* Guill. Nang. in Chron, Sigcb, + Glaber. 1, i. c. 3. 
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made an irruption into that devoted country, where he committed great devas- 
tations, and took the town of Verdun. This was the 1 aft memorable exploit 
of his reign. He died the following year at Rheims, in the forty-fifth year of 

his age, and the thirty-fecond of his reign. He was buried in the church 
of Saint Remi, where his tomb may fcill be feen. Some authors have affirmed 
that he was poifoned by his wife Emma* ; and this fufpicion appears to receive 



confirmation, from her fears left the reports concerning her licentious conduct 
fkould be inveftigated ; from her ambition to reign, under the name of her fon ; 
and from her connexions with the imperialifts, and the inhabitants of Lorraine. 
But the myftery in which this dark tranfaftion is involved, renders it impoffible 
to fpeak with decifion on the fubjeft. 

Lothaire was diftinguifhed for his courage, activity, and vigilance ; his pro- 
jefts were well concerted, and his a&ions were generally marked by wifdom, 
ipirit, and perfeverance. In times of anarchy and revolt, his prudence fufficed 
to gain him an afcendancy over the minds of ment, which he endeavoured to 
turn to the advantage of the ftate ; and, had his life been prolonged, it is proba- 
ble that his bold attempts to re-unite the fcattered portions of the French mo- 
narchy would have been crowned with fuccefs. His principal defeft was, an 
occafional verfatility of mind, that fometimesled him to a violation his promifes. 

efides Lewis, who fucceeded him, he had two natural fonst, Arnoul, archbi- 
{hop of Rheims ; and Otho, who died in his infancy* 

* Ademar Chron. Malleac. + Glab. 1, iu c. 34* J Mabil. de re diplom. I. ii. c. 26. 
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A. D. 987.] LEWIS, onhis acccffionto the throne, neitli 
qualities of his father, nor the efteem of his people. The 



him 



him 



der his protection. To this prince was the care of the king's perfon confided, 
while the regency of the kingdom devolved on the queen dowager. But Em- 
ma, being accufed of a criminal cotine&ion with Adelberon, bifhop of Laon, 
was foon driven from her ftation with ignominy and difgrace. She had recourfe 
to her mother, wife to Othothe Great, who pitied her misfortunes, and promis- 
ed her relief. An army of Germans was preparing to march into France, when 

the death of the young monarch, in the twenty-firft year of his age, gave a new 

turn to affairs. He was buried in the church of St. Corneille, at Compeigne, 
where he had been crowned during his father's life. He had acquired the epi- 
thet of Faineant — not from any indolence of difpofition, or attachment to plea- 



nihil ft 



diftinguifhed by no memorable a£t* : J< 



It is believed that his death was owing to poifon, aclniiniffcered either at the 
mitigation of his mother, whom he had perfecuted with great cruelty, or elfe 

by his wife Blanche, to whom he was an objeft of averiion. This princefs was 
daughter to a nobleman of x\qaitaine ; fhe had left her hufband once to return 
to her family, which gave rife to reports prejudicial to them both. It is faid by 
fome, that Lewis made a will, by which he bequeathed his kingdom to Hugh 
Capet, to the exclufion of his uncle Charles, or, according to others, to queen 
Blanche, on condition that, after his death, (lie would marry Hugh, whom the 
wMies of the nation at length called to the thronet* But it is certain that Ade- 
laide, the wife of Hugh, lived fo:ne years after the coronation of her hufband. 
Befides, it is highly improbable tluit Lev/is fliould have rewarded his wife's in- 
fidelity by the gift of a crown. Be that as it may, thb prince was the laft of 

* Odoran. in Chroiu + Mem Odoran. Gervaf. Tiibertvanud Buchefne, twn- iii. 
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the Carlovingian kings. As he died without children, Charles, duke of Lower 
Lorraine, was the lawful heir to the throne ; but he had alienated the affections 
of the French, by becoming a vaflal of the German crown. In confeqtience 
of this conduct, Hugh Capet took pofleflion of the vacant throne, wiiofe de- 
* fcendants have reigned over France, without interruption, for the long {pace 
of eight centuries. 

Thus expired the illuftrious race of the Carlovingians, who had filled the 
throne of France for two hundred and thirty-fix years. It had been divided 
into three branches, who reigned over three feparate kingdoms, Italy, Germany, 
and France. It is remarkable, that the laft monarch of each branch was named 
Lewis. The kings of this' family had feldom any fixed refidence ; but were 
conftantly travelling about on horfeback, accompanied by their wives. Charles 
Martel and Pepin, when not in the field, refided moft frequently at Paris ; 
Charlemagne and his fon, at x\ix-la-Chapelle or Thionville ; Charles the. Bald, 
at Soifibns or Compiegne 5 Charles the Simple, at Rheims ; and Lewis the 
Stranger, at Laon, the only place of ftrength in his dominions. The fall of the 
Carlovingian race may chiefly be afcribed to the divifion of the empire into a 
number of independent ftates. United under one head, the very dread of its 
power would have maintained its importance ; but, divided into fin all portions, 
it became impotent, and funk into a ftate of infigniflcance. We have feen as 
many as five princes at a time, of the blood of Charlemagne, wearing the crown. 
But what princes ? — Unnatural fons, ambitious brothers, and bad parents, who, 
intent on mutual deftrudfcion, taught their fubjefts to infringe on the lbvereign 
authority, which was too feeble to reprefs their rebellious attempts. 

Hence the encroachments of the fovereign pontiffs, who, confidering them- 
felves as entitled to difpofe of an empire of which at firft they were but fubjefts, 
extended an authority, merely fpiritual, over all temporal concerns. Hence, 
too, that enormous authority affumed by the prelates, who, after dethroning 
a parent at the folicitation of a child, claimed the right of electing, confirm- 
ing, or depofmg their matters. Swayed by ambition, they were better calcula- 
ted to fliine in the field than the pulpit ; contemptible from their ignorance — 
fcarcely able to read, much lefs to write — yet formidable, as well from their 
fpiritual thunders, as from the temporal authority they had ufurped over their 
diocefes and epifcopal towns. This gave rife to thofe principalities, aimoft in- 
dependent, which the monks eredted, in countries where, a few years before, 
they had been employed in the cultivation of a fmall portion of land, the gift of 
liberal piety. Hence alfo thofe ufurpations of the nobles, who infenfibly made 
themfelves kings, as it were, of the provinces to which, they had been original- 
ly appointed in the capacity of governors ; — ufurpations which were loon con- 
verted into hereditary rights, at firft tolerated through weaknefs, and the fear 
of making enemies ; and at length, by neceflity, from the want of power to re- 
prefs them. The domains of Lewis, the laft of the defendants of Charlemagne, 
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were confined to Laon, Soiflbns, and a few other diftrifts, his claim to which 
was difputed. Many a vaflal was more opulent and powerful than his m after. 
Hence thofe dreadful inundations of Normans, which, for the beft part of a 
century, defolated the empire, thus weakened by divifion ; and who, after ef- 
tabliflung a fettlement in the heart of France, at length united with her tyrants, 
for annihilating the royal authority. . Such were the chief caufes of the decline 
of the houfe of Charlemagne ; which, under Pepin, pofleffed all the brilliancy 
of youth ; under Charlemagne all the force and vigour of manhood ; and under 
Lewis the Gentle all the weaknefs of old age. 

There were but few feftivals obferved under the fecond race of kings ; the 
nobles were obliged to attend their celebration in the principal city of the dio- 
cefe, in which they refided ; the kings themfelves made a point of being pre- 
fent. A lift of thefe feftivals may be feen in a famous conftitution of Charle- 
magne, where they are marked in red letters. They were Chriftmas day ; 

Saint John the Evangelift ; the Innocents ; the Octave of our Lord (New Year's 
day) ; the Epiphany ; the Oftave of the Epiphany ; the Purification of the BleP- 

fed Virgin ; eight days at Eafter ; the great Litanies ; the AfcenfiQn ; Whit- 

funday ; St, John the Baptift ; Saint Peter and Saint Paul ; Saint Martin and 

Saint Andrew. 
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THE THIRD, OR CAPETIAN RACE, 

HUGH CAPET. 



A. D. 987.3 FRANCE, on the death of Lewis the Fifth, was no longer in 

that flourishing ftate in which it was found by Charles the Bald, on his acceflion 
to the throne. Each province formed a fovereignty, and there was fcarcely a 
citizen endued with ambition, and polfefled of power, but afpired to a ftate of 
independence. It was ftill a great Jdngdom, which extended from the Schelde, 
and the Meufe, to the Britifli Channel ; and from the Elbe to the Rhone; but, 
as Mezerai obferves, it was rather governed like a large fief, than as a monarchy ; 
the power of the king bore but a fmall proportion to the extent of his dominions. 
Every province had its hereditary counts or dukes ; vaflals whofe power was al- 
moft as formidable to their fovereign, as that of the neighbouring princes. In order 

to convey a juft idea of the fituation of the kingdom, at this period, it will be ne- 
ceffary to take a curfory view of its various divifions, and to offer fome remarks 
on the nobles or princes who enjoyed thofe great fiefs, on the acceflion of Hugh 
Capet to the throne. 

Flanders, which comprehended all that country which lies between the 
Scheld, the Sea, and the Somme, was then governed by Arnoul, the fecond of 
his name- The care of this province had been entrusted by Charlemagne to 
a count who afTumed the title of Fore/ler — whether it then became a fief of the 
crown is not known, but it is certain that the fucceflbrs of that count enjoyed 
it, after the feudal manner, from the time of Bawldin, furnamed Bras-de-Fer, 
who married Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald. When the/e nobles thus 
became proprietors of a province, of which, originally., they were bi^t gover- 
nors, they introduced Jub-infeudations , and by thr.t means acquired vafTals, who 
were bound in the fame duties to them as they thern elves were to the king- 
Such was the origin of the counts of Gurries, Eoulo^ne, and Saint Pol, or 
Therauane, and of the lords of Montreal! wrA Lille, 
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The houfe of Vermandois was equally ancient and powerful ; it derived its 
origin from Bernard king of Italy ; and poffefTed, beiides the county of Senlis, 
and feveral diftrifts in the Jfle of France, a great part of Picardy, all Brie, 
and nearly the whole of Champagne. But its power had experienced confide- 
rable diminution from a divifion of its domains. Robert, youngeft fon of Her- 
bert the Third, was the firft who took the title of count of Troies, He was 

fucceeded by his brother Herbert, who left one fon, named Stephen ; and Ste- 
phen dying without iffue, appointed Eudes or Odo, grandfon to Thibaut, and 

to Ludgarde, princefs of Vermandois, as his heir. From him fprang the counts 
of Champagne, whofe pofterity enjoyed that province, till the reign of Philip 

the Fair, who, by his marriage with the heirefs, Joan, re-annexed it to the crown. 
Burgundy had alfo its dukes ; and, fo early as the time of Charles the Simple, 
it was governed by Richard the Jufliciary, with almoft fovereign power. Under 
Lewis the Stranger, it paffed into the family of Hugh, duke of France. At this 
time it was enjoyed by Henry, on condition of doing homage to his elder bro- 
ther, Hugh Capet. From feveral ancient records it appears, that the extent of 
this duchy was nearly the fame as it is at prefent. That part which lies beyond 
the Saone was divided between different counts, who are celebrated in hiftory, 
fuch as.thofe of Macon, Auxonne, and Chalons, who were vaffals to Conrad the 
Pacific^ king of Transjurane and Cisjarane, Burgundy, (fo named from Mount 
Jura, by which they were feparated) that had long been difmembered from the 

crown of France. 

The duchy of France was neither lefs important from its extent, nor lefs for- 
midable from the number of its vaffals. It comprehended, befides, its exten- 
five domains in Picardy and Champagne, the town and county of Paris ; the 
Orleannois ; the Chartrain ; Perche ; the county of Blois ; Touraine ; Anjou and 
Maine. This vaft fief, which had long been enjoyed by the children of Robert 
the Strong, rendered its poffeflbrs more powerful than the fovereigns whofe 
vaffals they were. The cuftom of fub-infeudations appearing to be attended 
with advantages, it was adopted by the dukes of France ; whence arofe the 
counts of Anjou, Blois, Chartres and Tours. But it is worthy of remark, that 
thefe Jub-va[)als were not clafTed among the nobles of the kingdom. We read, 

in the annals of Rheims, that 'Thibaut le Trichai-d was excluded from one of the 

French parliaments, becaufe he was not a vaffal of the crown, but of Hugh 
the White. 

Normandy and Brittany had been ceded to Rollo the Dane ; the former as 
an independent ftate, the fecond as a fief of the crown. They were at prefent 
governed by Richard the Firft, brother-in-law to Hugh Capet, who had been 
brought up at his court. Such was the pride of the Norman princes, that they 
difdained to confider themfelves as vaffals of the crown ; fuch their indepen- 
dence, that they pretended they were exempt from the obligation of furnifhing 

Kk 2 
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troops for the king ; and fuck their power, that their revenues were infinitely 
fuperior-to thole of their matter. 

We learn from a deed of foundation, dated in the reign of Hugh Capet*' 
that the duke of Gafcony was ftill 3. vaffal of the French monarch. That duchy 
included the whoh- py^t bx co^-trv between the Garonne and the Dordoene— 



^Trenees and the two feas, except the county of Comminge and Confcrans. 
William Sancho, who was the feventk hereditary duke, now governed that pro- 
vince. 

It was fome time before the counts of Thouloufe attained to that degree of 
power which they enjoyed under the reign of Lewis the Stranger. Confined, 
at firft, to the mere province of Thouloufe, afterwards heirs to the principa- 
lity of L'ancuedoc, they annexed to their ancient title the quality of prince, 



much 



marquis of Gothia or Septimania. This 
c nvimncil fnl<°!ndoni\ under Hiiffh Canet and Robert. Will 



Third, who lived under the laft of thefe monarchs, only took the title of count 
of Albi, Cahors, and Thouloufe. But Raymond the Fourth reftoreel it to all 
its ancient rights, and became one of the moil powerful vaflals of the crown, 
under the title of duke of Narbonne. 

Aquitaine would indifputably have been the moft confiderablc lief in the 
kingdom, had it been united under one chief. We have feen with what diffi- 
culty it was reduced under Pepin the Short, and by what means it became a 
powerful kingdom under Lewis the Gentle and his children. From the time 
of Charles the Bald it was poffeffed, as a duchy, by the counts of Poitiers ; and 
William, furnamed Fier-a-Bras, governed it in the capacity of a duke, on the 
acceffion of Hugh Capet. But though he had fucceeded to the rights of his an- 
ceftors, he had not fucceeded to their power. Aquitaine was, at this time, torn 
by the inteftine commotions of its ambitious nobles, who, taking advantage or 
the general diforder which prevailed in the monarchy, erefted feparate, and al- 



moft 



Bourbon 



* 

Bourges, of La Mar 
•ries as freeholds^ wi 



dependence. 

To thefe times of anarchy, tyranny, and confufion, may be traced the ori- 
gin of that cuftom, which afterwards became fo prevalent among fuck of the 
nobles as were neither counts nor dukes, of taking the names of their eftates 
and catties. On reading the ancient authors, we find, that formerly none but 
proper names were ufed. Under the fecond race of kings, an epithet was ad- 

1 evident mark of diftinttion ; and this was either taken from 



mor 



ftrength of the perfbm from his complexion, or from 



fonal quality ♦ Hence thofe names 



* Marca, Hift, de Beam, p. 22 1—225 
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Abbot ; Robert the Strong ; Hugh the TVhite, Hugh Capet. The epithet given 
to this laft prince is laid to be derived from the Latin word Capita, which literal- 
ly means a large head, and figuratively a Jcnfible man. Some however * affirm, 



from 



furnames 



fafiuonable. The nobles took theirs from 



his, either from the place of his birth, as Le Picard, Le Normand ; or from 
his profeffions, as Le Charron (the wlieelright) ; Le Meujhier, (the miller) ; or 

dilation bellowed on him by his comrades, as Le 



(the king) ; le Prince, ( 



/ 7 x — 1 — \ 

(flat-nofed) ; Boffii, (hump 



Such was the ftate of France, at the time when the fceptre was transferred 



Thefe 



Charlemagne to the illuftrious 



defcendants the principalities they polfefTed, but to have vaffals of their own, 
from whom they received an immediate homage. The new fovereign fuffered 
them quietly to enjoy their ufurpations, and entertained no thoughts of dilputing 



their prerogatives 



demonftrate 



times 



count of Perigord, to Hugh Capet, and his fon Robert. That nobleman had 
laid fiegeto Tours, which belonged to Count Eudes ; and the kings, fays an an- 
cient author, not daring to have recourfe to arms, merely fent to afk him, who 



had made him a count ? — And prav who made 
with 



had reduced the place. 



In the prefent fituation of the empire, both courage and addrefs were TCqui- 
fite to remove thofe impediments which barred the approach of Hugh Capet 
to the throne. It has been generally afTerted, that the crown was conferred on 
mm by the general confent of the nation aiTembled at Noyon. But if credit 
may be given to a letter difcovered by Duchefne, far from having recourfe to 
the authority of a parliament, he effe&ed, by force of arms, the diJTblution of 
that parliament, which had actually affembled for the purpofe of enfuring the 
fucceflion to duke Charles. This letter was written to Diederic, or Thi- 
erri, bifhop of Metz, by the famous Gerbert, who was raifed from the dignity 
of a canon of Rhiems, to the archiepifcopal fee of that city, from thence trans- 
lated to that of Ravenna, and finally promoted to the papal throne, under the 



appellation of Sylvefter the Second. Thefe are his words — " Duke Hugh has 
" aiTembled fix hundred men at arms, and on the report of his approach, the 
, u parliament, which was then fitting in the palace at Compiegne,feparated*onthe 



of May. All took to flight, the duke Charles, the count Reinchard 

irmandois, and the bifliop of Laon, Adalbero 

Hift. Aquit. Frag, torn. iv# ColUft. Duchefne, p. 2o, 81. 
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u his nephew as an hoflage to Bardas, for the execution of what Sigefred and 
" Godfrey have promifed*." It muft be obferved, that the duke of France is 
here called Barclas, in allufion to what was then paflingat Conftantinople, where 
a nobleman of that name had ufurped the empire, to the prejudice of the chil- 
dren of his m after and benefactor. 

It was not to a parliament then, that Hugh Capet was indebted for the crown, 
but to that by which empires are eftablifhed and overturned — a fortunate com- 
bination of ftrength and prudence. It is needlefs to trace the genealogical tree 
of this prince, or to examine the different opinions with regard to the defcent 
of his anceftor, Robert the Strong. It is fufficient to know, that his grandfa- 
ther had fwayed the fceptre of France, and that his father, without the title, 
had enjoyed the authority of a king. That his birth was illuftrious admits not 
of a doubt; but ftill it could give him no poffible title to the throne. Had the 
rules of fucceflion been obferved, Charles muft have fucceeded his nephew. 
Hugh, fenfible of this, chiefly founded his own pretentions on the bafenefs of 
that prince in fubmitting to become the vaflal of a monarch, who had formerly 
been a fubjeft of France. The neceffity which induced Charles to the adoption 
of that meafure, in order to obtain an eftablifhment, which the fcanty pofle£- 
lions of his nephew were inefficient to afford him, was totally overlooked. No- 
thing but the degradation of his family was infilled on, and that operated fo 
powerfully on the minds of the French, as to effect his exclufion from the throne. 
In order to ftrengthen his claims, Hugh called in the aid of fuperflition. He 
caufed a report to be propagated, that Saint Riquier — a faint then in vogue 
had revealed to him that he fhould be king, as a reward for his piety in having 
compelled the count of Flanders to reftore his (the faint's) relics, in order to 

depofit them in the abbey which bears his name. 

When the minds of the people were thus prepared, Hugh, having previouf- 
ly given orders to his principal vafTals to be ready to aflift him in cafe of ne- 
ceflity, found himfelf in a fituation to affume the title of king, as foon as Lewis 
was dead. Advancing from Noyon, where he then was, to Rheims, with a 
confiderable body of troops, he was there anointed and crown by archbifliop 
Adalberon, 

A. D. 988.] Hugh, confeious that his title was defective, haftenedto take 
every ftep which he thought could confirm his authority. With this view he 
convened a parliament, in the month of December fubfequent to his coronation, 
in the city of Orleans, out of the reach of his rival, and in the midft of his 
own friends and dependents. There, by the unanimous advice of the aflem- 
blyt, his only fon, Robert, was alTociated with him in the government, and 
was accordingly crowned by Seguin, archbifliop of Sens. We have already had 
qccafion to remark, that the moft valuable ecclefiaftical benefices had pafled into 

Epift, 59. torn. i. Collcft, Duchefne, p, 803. + Glaber. Rodolph. 1. ii. p. 1. 
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the hands of noblemen, moft of whom were in the army, and married men. 
Hugh himfelf had inherited from his anceftors the abbies of St. Martin at 
Tours, of St. Germain-de-Prez, St. Denis, and St. Riquier, which had fallen 
to him on the death of his father, Hugh the Great. He now reftored them to 
the monks, with the liberty of elefting their own abbots in fuch places as en- 
joyed that privilege, according to the ancient canons. This li" 



immenfe 



to the clergy, but a degree of authority that became highly formidable to the 
fucceffors of this prince. It anfwered, however, the prefent purpofe, by pro- 



firm his ufurpation. 



gratitude led 



monarchs 



minions they had thus acquired. Charles armed in Lower Lorraine, and with 



Vermandois 



determ 



of 



the lawful heir. But unfortunately the firft died at this critical conjuncture ; 
and the fecond, who was father-in-law to Charles, was fo much expoled to the 
vengeance of the two kings, that he was afraid to declare himfelf openly. 



fiege to Laon. This 



tnmenced the campaign ; and, with a powerful army 



couraged by the prefence of queen Emma, and the exortations of biflhop Afcelin 
an obftinate refiftance was expefted ; but the duke prefled the liege with fuch 
vigour, that the town was carried before any fuccours could arrive. 



The queen and the prelate were made priloners ; and the obftinacy of the 
prince, in refilling to releafe them, created him many enemies ; and the clergy, 
as much from arrogance, as from refpe£t to the reigning family*, overwhelm- 
ed him with the thunders of the church. Thefe ecclefiaftical anathemas were 
then highly prejudicial, as they declared the objeft of them to have forfeited 
all his rights^o the throne; but in this inftance they were by no means deferved, 
particularly with regard to the prelate, who, far from complaining of his cap- 
tivity, was proud to become the minifter and favourite of his conqueror. 

Hugh was fenfibly afflided at the news of the capture of Laon ; of the con- 
fequence of which, at the commencement of his reign, he was fully aware. 
As no time was to be loft, he aflembled his vaftals, and advanced towards the 
enemy; but the prince defended himfelf with heroic courage; and, making a 
judicious fally on the befiegers, he burnt their quarters, put numbers of them 
to the fword, and obtained lb complete a victory, that the whole army was put 
to flight, and Hugh with difficulty efcaped the general carnage. 

The news of this victory revived the hopes of the friends of the family of 

Charlemagne, William* duke of Aquitaine, either from 



attachment 



* Gcrbcrt. Epift, rz« 
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Itiftrions houfe, or from jeaioufy at feeing one of his equals become his fove- 
reign, conftantly refufed to acknowledge the authority of Hugh Capet. In con- 
verfation, and by letters, he ventured to reproach the French with the violation 
of their oath ; and detefting, • (to ufe the words of an ancient writer*) the ini- 
quity of thofe who had attended the affembly at Orleans, he openly declared 
for the duke of Lorraine, whofe birth, together with the willies of a numerous 
body of the people, called him to the throne. 

Hugh immediately took meafures for preventing the progrefs of this fpirit of 
difcontent ; and, marching to Poi&iers, he formed the liege of that city. But 
here all his efforts proved equally unfuccefsful with his late attempts on the city 
of Laon ; the inhabitants repelled his attacks, and defeated him in feveral lkir- 
mifhes. At length, being in want of provifion he was compelled to retire, when 
he was purfuedfo clofely by William, that he was obliged to hazard a battle, 
which was fought near the abbey of Bourgueil. The conteft was maintained 
with great vigour on both fides, and viftory was long doubtful ; but at length it 
declared in favour of Hugh : and William, being defeated, was reduced to the 
neceflity of acknowledging his authority. 

Charles, in the mean time, profiting by this powerful diverfion, had made 
himfelf matter of SoifFons and Rheims ; but, not purfuing the advantage he had 
thus acquired, with fufficient ardour and alacrity, he gave time to Hugh to 
march to the affiftance of archbifliop Adalberon, who refufed to give him the 
royal un&ion. The prelate's pretence was, that he had no right to difpofe of 
the crown, which could not be lawfully conferred without the confent of the 

bifhops and nobles, who reprefented the whole monarchy. He had not differ- 
ed this fcruple to operate as an impediment to the coronation of the duke of 
France, nor would he now have ftarted it, had not that prince been very near 
to him. In fa&, Hugh foon retook the city of Rheims 3 and Adalberon dying 

foon after, he beftowed the vacant fee on Arnoul, the natural fon of Loth aire, 
and confequently nephew to his competitor. 

The elevation of an enemy to this important pott was an inftance of ftiort 
lighted policy, which he fhortly had caufe to repent. It is true, he took every 
precaution in his power to avert the ill effecls of his imprudence and to en~ 
furc the fidelity of the youthful prelate. He required hoftages ; and, according- 
ly, bifhop Bruno, Gilbert, count of Rouci, Bruno's brother, and Guy, count 

of Soiflbns, their coufm-german, were delivered to him. _A form of homage 
was prefented, and fubferibed by Arnoul, by which he fwore an inviolable fi- 
delity to the two monarchs, and imprecated the vengeance of heaven on his 
head, if he failed in his duty. By entering into thefe folemn engagements, he 
not only fecured an archbifhoprick, valuable from the extent of its revenues, 
but the temporal dominion of the city, and of fome other lands and dif- 

* Chron. S. Cybar, 
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tri&s, which the archbifhop of Rheims had feized during the troubles 
that prevailed under the late reigns. He therefore fwore an eternal fideli- 
ty to Hugh, and made his dependants take a fimiliar oath ; though it was nd 

fboner taken than violated. 

The archbifhop, unwilling openly to cfpoule a caufe, which he had publicly 
fworn to abandofi, had recourfe to ftratagem* ; and, by the means of a prieft, 
named Adalgar, .whom he admitted to his confidence, a body of troops, fent 
by Charles, was fecretly admitted into the town of Rheims, during the night. 

The principal clergy were immediately feized ; and, in order to favour the 
deception, the archbifliop himfelf was arrefted and conduced to Laon, where 
they affe&ed to treat him as a ftate prifoner. From thence the thunders of the 
church were fulminated, by the artful prelate, againft all who had been con- 
cerned in the plot ; and he ordered his fuffragans to HTue fimilar anathemas* 
Hugh was not deceived by his profeflions, but, yielding to circumftances, he 
courted and affe&ed a reconciliation with ArnouL But the perfidious prieft 
again violated his promife, and fled to Laon. His defettion, however, was 
attended with no bad confequences to the new fovereign. [A. D. 991.] But 
the treachery of another prelate, Afcelin, proved fatal to his unhappy rival, 
Charles. Though the favourite of his prince, and the depofitary of his fecrets., 
he had long maintained an epiftolary correspondence with Hugh, whom he infor- 
med of every thing that pafled in the councils of his matter ; and particularly 
apprifed him that the blind fecurity which prevailed in the city of Laon, would 

render it an eafy conqueft. Hugh gratefully accepted the invitation ; and the 

treachery difplayed at Rheims was revived at Laon. The king was admitted 
by the perfidious prelate into the palace of his benefactor, in the night of Holy- 
Thurfday, when he was employed in the devotions appropriate to the day ; and 
Charles and his family were immediately conducted to Senlis, and from thence 
to the tower of Orleans, where that prince, who was worthy of 3 better fate, 
died, after a captivity of two years. 

Charles left four children — Otho, who fucceeded him in the duchy of Lor-? 
raine, and who died without heirs ; Lewis, who, according to fome authors, 
founded the family of the Landgraves of Thuringia ; but, according to others, 
died childlefs fome years before his brother ; Hermengardq, wife to Albert, 
count of Namur ; and Gerberga, married to Lambert, count of Hainault, 

Queen Ifabel, wife to Philip x\uguftus, Iprang from the eldeft of thefe princefles y 
and the landgraves of HefTe are defcended from theyoungeft. 

A. D. 991, 992, 993, 994, 995O Archbifhop Arnoul had been taken with, 
his uncle, and confined in the lame prifon ; but, in order to effeft his depofition, 
the king deemed it necefTary to convene an ecclefiaftical council, which ^ accor? 
idingly, affembled in the church belonging to the abbey of Saint Bade, n$%? 

■ 
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Rhe.ims . Some of the. members wiflied to refer the decifion of this matter tc* 
the pope ; but Arnoul, bHhop of Orleans, a prelate diftinguifhed for his know- 



ledge and eruditon, proved, by various examples from the ecclefiaftical hiftory y 



cc 

cc 



cc 



that bifhops fliould be tried on the fpot, where it was more eafy to obtain the 
neceffary proofs for eftablifliing their guilt, " We believe," faid that prelate*, 
" that we fliould always honour the church of Rome, in nremory of Saint 
" Peter j. 'and we. do not pretend to oppofe the decrees of the fovereign pontiffs 
" when they are conformable to the canons, the authority of . which 
cc fhould ever remain in full vigour. If the popes are diftinguifhed for know- 
ledge and virtue, we have nothing to fear from them, and if they are led 
away by ignorance or paffion, they are ftill lefs to be dreaded." The bifhop- 
then entered into a detail of the calamities produced by the fee of Rome, and 
of the unworthinefs of fever al of its pontiffs. He reprefented John the 
Twelfth, furnamed Oetavian, as a man addicted to the loweft kind of debau- 
chery, and as having excited a fpirit of fedition that filled Rome with aflbffi na- 
tions and carnage. Boniface the Seventh he painted as a monfter, flaiiied with. 

the blood of his predeceffbr, and, in fliort, as the worft of men. 

" If it be affirmed/' faid he, " that the church of Rome fliould judge every 
^ c other church, and be exempt from judgment itfelf, let a pope then be chofen 
whole fentences will not need reformation. We refpeft the church of Rome,. 
ic -; wb'confult it. If its judgment bejuft, we receive it in peace ; if it be other- 
wife we will follow the advice of the apoftle, not toliflcn even to an angel, 
againftthe gofpel. If Rome be filent, as at prefent, we will confult the 
cc laws." The bifliops, and the king himfelf, had in fadt written to .pope 
John the Fifteenth, on the fubjeft, but had received no anfwer. 

The council therefore proceeded to the trial of ArnouL The prieft who* 
opened the gates of Rhcims betrayed his truft, and acknowledged the orders he 
had received from the archbifiiop; That prelate was accordingly condemned, 
thoijgh with reluctance, by a decree of the* council ; and the favourable incli- 
natipris of the prefident — the archbifhop of Sens — and of fcveral other mem- 

were rendered ineffectual, by a voluntary fubfeription ta 
his own confeffion and degradation : the vacant fee was bellowed on Gcrbert, 

formerly a monk of Aurillac, and afterwards preceptor to the emperor Otho 
the Third ; — a man celebrated, in thole days of ignorance, for his learning* 
But the court of Rome refented with indignation the proceedings which had. 
been adopted without her concurrence. The pope difpatched a legate into France: 
who was commiffioned to revife the fentence. A fecond council was holden 
at ftheims, and the papal power was gratified by the depofition of Gerbert,. 
and the reftoration of ArnouLv ' 



cc 

cc 
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Gerbert, however, in Gifted on the illegality of the fentcrice ; and wrote fc- 
veral letters to the pope, whofe interference, he maintained, was an attack oil 
the rights of the kingdom, on the epifcopal dignity, and on the king himfelf. 
cc If," faid he*, cc the bilhop of Ptome, fin againft his brother, and, after re- 
" peated remonftrances, fliould refufe obedience to the church, he fliould be 
" regarded as a publican. The higher the rank, the more dangerous the fall; 
u The faying of Saint Gregory, that the flock ought to relpeft the fentence of 
cc the paftor, whether juft or unjuft, cannot be applied to bifhops ; for bifhops 
a are not the flock, but the leaders of the flock. We muft not give our ene- 
" mies an opportunity of faying, that the whole priefthood fliould be fo far 
cc fubmiflive to an individual, that if he fuffer himfelf to be corrupted by mo- 
Ci ney, favour, fear, or ignorance, no man can be a bifhop without infinuating 
cc himfelf into his good graces by fimilar means. The common law of the 
" church confifts of the facred writings, the canons, and the decrees of the ho- 
" ly fee, when conformable to thofe." 

A. D. 996.] This difpute. with the pope was the laft event worthy of notice 
in the reign of Hugh Capet, who died the year after the diflblution of thefecorid 

council of Rheims, in the fifty-iixth year of his age, and the tenth of his reign* 
He is faid to have married Blanche, widow of Lewis, the laft king of the blood 
of Charlemagne. By her he had no children ; but by Adelaide, daughter, as 
it is fuppofed, of William the Third, duke of Guienne/he had Robert, whom 
he had alTociated with him in the empire ; Hadwige, married to Kegnier the 
Fourth, count of Hainault; Adelaide, whoefpoufed Pcegnaud the Firft, count 
<of Nevers ; and Gifelle, wife to Hugh the Firft, count of Ponthieu. 

A miftaken principle of delicacy, founded on refpeft to the reigning family, 
has induced the generality of the French hiftorians to fink the ujurpation of Hugh 
Capet, and to exaggerate his virtues ; as if the former could invalidate the ti- 
tle, or the latter enhance the reputation, of his defcendants. Even the abbe 
Veily, whofe fpirit and good fenfe moftly rife fuperior to the little arts of adu- 
lation, and lead him to exert the dignified privilege of an hiftorian, to enforce 
truth without regard to rank^ has, in this inftance, condefcended to faiittioii, 
by his authority, the general prejudice. — Though he {'corns to deviate from ve- 
racity, yet has he deigned to palliate a fa£t, by obferving — that u in that age, 
Hugh was, perhaps, confidercd as an ufurper." — That his acceflion. to the throne 
of France was flamped with the ni oft glaring and indelible marks of ufurpation, 
who is there will dare to deny 1 — To the crown he could have no poflible claim 
by ckjeent — and, with regard to ^/^7/(?;/,-he *dilIblved, by force, that parliament 
which had met for the purpofe of conferring it on the lawful heir. Hugh Ca- 
pet was, therefore, an ufurper in every fenfe of the word ; but that he lwayed 
1\iq • fceptre he had thus acquired with dignity, juftice, and moderation^ is 

* Tonvix. Concll. p. 744. Pod. Cone. Rhcm. p. 1461 
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equally certain. From the moment he aflbciated his fon to the regal authority, 
he abflained himfelf from the ufe of the enfigns of royalty ; and, as a modern 
writer has juftly obferved, if fome praife be due to the greatncfs of mind which 

fcorned the pageantry of power, more will always be afcribed to the clemency 
of a prince who transferred to . his family a crown unftained with blood, and 
who, in an age of violence, prelerved the reputation of unblemifhed humanity , 

The high idea which has ever been entertained of the wifdom of Hugh Capet, 

has led fome modern writers to make him the author of various eftablifhments, 
which owe their origin to the mutual confent of ihe fbvereign and his fubjefts. 
Such is the cuftom by which the younger fons of the crown are excluded from 
partaking in the fucceffion ; fuch alfo is that which , excludes natural children, 
even in defeat of lawful heirs* An example of the firft we have feen in the per- 
fon of Lothaire, who left no part of his dominions to his youngeft Con Charles ; 
and the fecond had become a law under the fecond race of kings, during whole 
reigns no baftard Succeeded to the throne. The emperor Arnoul may, indeed, 
be cited as an exception ; but he was rather indebted to force and ufurpation for 
the imperial dignity, than to any right of fucceffion. Hugh, then, did no more 
than comply with an eftablifhed cuftom, by excluding his natural fon, Gauilin T 
who was abbot of Fleury, and archbiftiop of Bourges, from any fhare in the 

kingdom. 

The infHtution of the peerage has likewife been afcribed to him ; but this is 
an error that has no foundation whatever in hiftory. The term peer (pair) is: 
as old as the monarchy ; it is derived from the Latin word/wr (equal). In 
this fenfe only was it ufed under the firft and fecond race.. The royal fons of 
Lewis the Gentle call themfelves/?m\r in the famous treaty of partition conclu- 
ded at Verdun. In the time of Charlemagne, Chrodegrand applied the appel- 
lation to bifliops and abbots ; and a century before that, it had been given to 
monks by Dagobert. Lewis the Gentle, in one of his ordinances, forbids the 
loldiers to force their peers to drink ; ut in hojlenemo parem Jinim bibere cogat*. 
It will be feen hereafter, that, when the cities had acquired the right of muni-., 
cipal jurifdi&ion, by what were called charters of community , they conferred 
on their judges the name of citizen-peers (paira-bourgeois). But infenfibly this 
title became confined to gentlemen who poffeffed hereditary and patrimonial fiefs. 

Peers then, properly fo called, were the vafTals who hekl under the fame lord,, 
not becaufe they were equal ta their feudal lord,, but becaufe they were peers 
among themfelves, holding their fiefs under the fame perfon, in the fame man-, 
ner, and by the lame obligation of paying faith and homage, of ferving their 
lord in the wars, of attending him in all great ceremonies, and, finally, of 
affifting him to hold his court of jufticet; for the peers were judges through-* 
#ut the extent of that lordfhip of which their peerage was holden.. But' the. 

■ 
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law did not permit them to fit as judges when they were parties concerned* 



oured 



but they 



could not prevail, as it was deemed that, in defending his own rights, he de- 



fended thofe of the crown. 



cumftances we may 



peerages 



in the kingdom as there were fiefs immediately holden of one certain lordfhip 
But all peers were not holden in equal confederation. * Thofe of the king, who 
paid an immediate homage to the crown, were regarded as men of fuperior 
dignity to thofe of the count of Champagne, who were only fub-vafials. Theie 
were excluded from the national parliament, arid from a feat among the nobles 
of the realm ; while the former, being judges in all matters of ftate, compofed 
what was called, the court of France, the king's court, or the court of peers. 

The number was neither fixed, nor yet confined to the dukes and counts : 
all barons, who held immediately of the king, were equally peers of France, 
becaufe the immediate dependance always conitituted the elfence of the peerage. 
In the hiftory of Saint Lewis we read, that that prince having adopted a regu- 
lation with regard to the Jews*, it was ratified and approved by the barons and 
peers , who fubferibed it indifcriminately ; which feems to prove, that the pre- 
cedency of the twelve peers was not thoroughly eftablifhed at the commence- 

of that monarch's reign. It was not till about the fourteenth century that 
the feudal dignity of barons began to be confldered as inferior to that of duke or 
count . 

The appellation of peer was not originally a title of dignity, for which rea- 



ment 



aflume 



They did not take that title till the number of peers were reduced 
though at what period the redu&ion took place has been the ftibje 
controverfy, and has never been precifely afcertained. Some pi 
this inftitution was eftablifhed fo far back as the reign of Charlemagn 



of much 



Tur 



pin. Others afcribe it to Hugh Capet ; but thefe can produce no authorii 
their opinion. Favin imputes it to king Robert, who, he tells us, formed' a fe~ 
cret council, compofed of fix of the principal nobles and fix ecclefiaftics, whom 
he honoured with the title of peerst. He, doubtlefs, did not recolleft, that at 



commencement 



The 



Noyon, and Chalons-upon-Marne, did not belong to their bifhops. 
ty of Langres was not united to the bifhopric till the reign of Lewis the Seventh. 
Du Tillet is of opinion that this reform in the peerage was effe&ed by Lewis 
the Young, at the coronation of his fbn Philip-Auguftust. The king, fays he, 

in order to prevent confufion at that Iplendid ceremony, felefted, from among 

* Chantereaib preuves du traite des fiefs, p. 209. + Theatre d'Honneur et de Chevalerie,- 

t Recueil de Rangs* chap, de Pairs de France, 



4 



2JQ HISTORY OF FRANCE, [99$' 

the vaft number of prelates and nobles who attended as immediate vafials of the 
crown, the twelve who have ever fince been diftinguilhed for this iUuflrious 
function. The diftin&ion, however, by no means detracted from the dignity 
of the ancient baronies of the kingdom : thefe have ever continued to be real 
peerages of France ; though their poffefTors no longer enjoy the fame privileges 
as before the redu&ion took place. The twelve peers, on the contrary, have 
always pofTeiTed, in virtue of their peerage, a feat in the parliaments, in the coun- 
cil-chamber, in the beds of juftice, and in all great ceremonies, 

France, from its difmembered ftate, was involved, during the reign of Hugh 
Capet, in poverty and barbarifm. While Greece and Italy were famous for 
their beautiful manufactures, the French were unable to imitate them ; fince 
their cities were unprivileged, and their country difunited. Internal commerce 
was fcarcely known ; and the inhabitants of one province were frequently Gran- 
gers to the diftance and fituation of the next. Such was the ignorance which 
prevailed, that few people could read, and fUll fewer write. There were no 
title-deeds of eftates, and no deeds or regifters of marriages. Hence the dan- 
ger of contracting . an alliance within the prohibited degrees was great ; and this 
fircumftance gave rife to numerous divorces and fcandalous feparations, . 
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A. D- 996.] ROBERT, on the death of his father, had juft entered his 
tvyenty-fcventh year. . As his fubje&s were already accuftomed to fee him hold 
the reins, of ..government, they acknowledged him for their fovereign without 
oppofition or murmur* But though the commencement of his reign was, by 
this means, exempt from domeftic commotions, his happinefs was interrupted 
by the intrigues of the fovereign pontiff. The court of Rome was highly dil> 
pleafed at the treatment of archbifhop Arnoul, who, though reftored to his 
fee by a decree of the council, was ftill regarded as a ftate priforier. *\s a 
markdf his difpleafure, the pope evinced a difpofttion to annul the marriage of 
Robert with Bertha*, widow of Eudes, count of Chartres and Blois, and 
daughter of Conrad, king of Burgundy. His pretext was, that Robert had flood 
godfather to a child of that princeis ; and that he was her coufm in the fourth 
degree — two impediments to a legal marriage, which a difpenfation alone, could 

remove. 

A. D. 997-3 Robert, who was extremely fond of his wife, took every means 
to prevent a reparation, in which his love and his honour were equally hlterefted. 
He thought by reftorihg Arnoulf, a confirmation of that union in which his hap- 
pinefs was centred might be more eafily obtained from the pope; but this 1 
had no effeft on Gregory the Fifth, who was the creature of the emperor Otho 
the Third, to whom he was related, and was wholly fwayed by that monarch, 
and by Gerbert, who were both enemies to the reigning family. This pontiff 
had been expelled from his church by Crefcenst, conful of Rome, who caufed 



John the Sixteenth, a Greek monk, named Philagathes, tabe elefted in his place: 
but Gregory was no fooner reftored to his dignity, than, after ordering the eyes 
of his competitor to be pat out, and his nofe and tongue to be cut off, he affem- 
bled a council]], in which he annulled the marriage of the French monarch*. . 
t Robert, enraged at his infolence, refufedtofubmit to a fentence which he juft- 
ly regarded as an attack upon the majefiy of the throne. Gregory, however, per- 



. * Hift. Franc. Frag. Duch. torn. iv. p. 85 
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fifted, and by an infamous abufe of power excommunicated the king, and laid 
the kingdom under an interdict ; by which means* the celebration of divine fer- 

vice was flopped .throughout the realm, the adminiftration of the facrament 

fufpended, and the burial of the dead, in confecrated ground, forbidden. 

This was the firft inftance of a fimilar fentence being enforced in France ; and 
the nation was fo alarmed., and fo blinded by a degrading fpirit of fbperftition, 
that the monarch was abandoned by his courtiers, and even by his domeftics* 

The murmurs of the people, the defection of the nobles, and the well-foun- 
ded dread of a general revolt, at length compelled the king to fubmit, and to 
difmifs his wife, who ftill preferved, notwithftanding, the title of queen. 
After their feparation, Robert being defirous of heirs, married Conftance, 
daughter of William the Firft, count of Provence, a woman of extraordinary 
beauty, but whofe perfonal charms concealed a mind polluted by pride, vanity, 
and caprice. Brought up in a country where the warmth of the climate, by 
affording a powerful ftimulus to the impulfes of nature, ftrongly invited to vo- 
luptuous enjoyments, her retinue was compofed of dancers, farce-players, and 
youthful libertines of rank, who infenfibly introduced luxury and debauchery 
into a court, which had hitherto been diftinginfhed for its gravity, fimpli- 
city, and modeflyt. The arrival of this princefs may alfo be confidered as 
the epoch in which a tafte for poetry firft prevailed in France ; a tafte that was 
afterwards improved by the Troubadours, and which has fince attained to as 
great a degree of excellence as the language will admit. The fplendour of her 
charms, and the afcendancy which they gave her over her hufband, rendered 
the new queen fo arrogant, that,* in time, fhe became infupportable to tire whole 
nation, even to her own children. Hugh de Eeauvais, count Palatine, and 
prime minifter, enjoyed the gpnfidence of his mafter ; and to him the king com- 
municated the anxiety and uneafineft he experienced from the impropriety of 
his wife-s conduft, This was fufficient to make that nobleman an objed: of her 
hatred and revenge ; fhe accordingly had him aiTaffinated In the prefence of her 
hulband, who, in vain, endeavoured to fave the life of his favourite?. 

The internal tranquillity which the kingdom had enjoyed for fome time, was 
interrupted by Eudes the Second, count of Champagne, a fon of Bertha, by 
her firft hulband. This politic and ambitious prince, being defirous to open a 

communication between the county of Chartres and La Erie, by fecuring a paf* 
fage over the Seine, caft his eyes on Melun, which Hugh Capet had given to 
count Bouchard. That nobleman kept but a '{mall garriion in the place, under 
the command of a vifcount, named Gautier, who had a pretty and intriguing 
wife{|. Eudes feigned a violent paflion for this lady ; and being a handfome 
young man, his fuit was fuccefsful, By her ineans he bribed the hufband to 
'deliver the town into his hands. 

* Hift. Franc. Frag. loc. cit. ^ + Glabcr. 1. iii. c. 9. p. 38 and 39. £ Idem, Ibid, c. iu 

gg. Duchefue. torn, ft* JJ GuUl, Qeqeti 1, v. g. 1^ " 
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Count Bouchard complained to Robert, who undertook his defence ; and, be- 
ing joined by the forces of Richard the Second, duke of Normandy, Mel 



mar 



was inverted, and, in a few days, reduced. Eucles found means to efcap 

but Gautier and his wife were taken, and hung on a lofty mountain in fight of 

the town. Gentlemen formerly were not capitally puniftied for rebellion or 
felony: treaf on alone could incur the penalty of death.' * 

A. D. 1000 to 1006.] This war wasfucceeded by another of greater impor- 
tance, and longer duration. Henry, duke of Burgundy, uncle to the king, and 
brother to Hugh Capet, had married Gerberge, countefs of Dijon, widow to 
Adelbert, king of Italy. w _ 

one natural child, named Eudes, to whom he afllgned the county of Beaune: 
Robert was the lawful heir to the duchy ; but the duke, previous to his 
death, had adopted for his heir Otho William, the fon of his . wife by her 
firft, marriage, who was already count of Burgundy. That nobleman, fup- 
ported by Landri, count of Nevers ; Bruno, bifhop of Langrefs ; and Eudes, 
count of Champagne ; took poffeffion of the difputed territory ; while Robert, 
determined to enforce his pretentions, had recourfe to arms ; and his forces were 

ftrengthened by the troops of his kinfman, the duke of Normandy- Though re- 
pulfed in his firft attempt on Auxerre, that town afterwards capitulated; its 
example was followed by Sens ; and the walls of Avalon are reported to have 
fallen before the viftor. Yet even the moft credulous muft allow, that the cru- 
elty, of the monarch ill-deferved the interpofition of Divine Providence. The 
favour of heaven was ill-repaid by the inhumanity of the king; and the wretch* 
ed inhabitants were doomed to expiate their refiftance by exile and death. 
More than five years were confumed in the gradual reduction of Burgundy ; 
Otho William was at length compelled to abandon his vain hopes, and to re- 
linqjiifti whatever places he had occupied ; Eudes acquiefced in the peaceable 

enjoyment of the county of Beauvais ; and Robert, to gratify the Burgun- 
dians, who were defirous of an independent prince, and to foothe his own va£- 

fals, who were jealous of their power in the aggrandizement of the crown, be-, 

rtowed the duchy of Burgundy on his fecond fon Henry, with the title of 
Duke. 

A. D, 1006 to 1020.] But few events of importance occurred during the 
long fpace of fourteen years. After an expedition into Flanders, where the 
king promoted an accommodation between the emperor of Germany and the 
heirefTes of Charles of Lorraine, with refpeft to the territories of that prince, 
he refolved, with the advice of his minifters, to aflbciate to the throne his 
eldeft fon Hugh, who, though but in his eighteenth year, had defervedly ac- 
quired the appellation of Great. The ceremony of his coronation was per- 
forated at Compiegne, in the year 1007. About the fame time a fett of here- 
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They 



defpifed the facraments : 



condemned marriage ; treated the accounts of the creation of the world, con- 
tained in the Old Teftament, as fo many dreams ; and neither believed that 
virtue would meet with any future reward, nor the moft criminal pleafures 
incur punifhment. They ii fed to alfemble in private houfes, during the 
night, where they recited a kind of littany in honour of evil Ipiritst, and did 
not ceafe their invocations till they faw a demon appear amongft them, when 
they immediately put out the lights, and each man, taking the firft woman lie 
could lay hands bn, proceeded to the enjoyment of thoie pleafures for which 
they deemed any lawful permiflion unnecelfary. 

: For reprefling this licentioufnefs, the king convened a council at Orleans, 
and the leaders of this voluptuous feft being arrefced, they were taken before 
the biihops, who defired to be informed of their religious tenets. But they 
ftudioufly avoided any direct anfwers to the queftions propofed to them ; till 
Arefaftef, a Norman gentleman, who had revealed the whole fecret, reproached 
them with their cowardice, and explained the impiety of their fyflem. They 
then declared, that fuch was their firm belief ; in vain did the prelates advert 
to the doftrines of chriftianity ; in vain did they talk of the immaculate con- 
ception ; of the birth and death of our Saviour ; the only anfwer they could 
obtain from thefe obftinate heretics, was — u We were not prefent j we cannot 
believe that to be true."'" 

The council, finding them incorrigible, condemned them all to be burnt alive ; 
as they proceeded to the place of execution they betrayed evident iymptoms 
of gaiety and pleafure ; but when they felt the effefts of the flames, their enthu- 



exclaimed 



deceived. The 



the latter thruft out the eye of her confefibr, who was one of the heretics, with 
her cane. 

Two years after this execution, another fet of thefe heretics appeared at Ay- 
*as ; but the bifliop,' Gerard, a man whofe fervent piety was regulated by rea- 
ibn, and tempered by charity, inftead of having recourfe to threats, convinced 
them of their error by argument and perfuafion, and brought them to a public 
abjuration. So true it is, that the throne of truth is not erefted on afcaffold ; 
and that mildnefs will lead where feverity difgufts. 

The king, finding tranquillity eftablifhed throughout the realm, refolved on a 
journey to Rome, in order to vilit the tombs of the apoftles. He was accompa- 
nied by feveral of the prelates, and every place he pafTed through experienced 
the effe&s of his munificence. On his return, he dedicated the church of St. 
Agnan, at Orleans, which he had recently built, and to which he afterwards be 
queathedthe treasures of his own chanel: and. amono- a varietv of other cuvi 
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ous articles, an enormous bell, which he had ordered to be folemnly baptifed by 
the name of Robert . 

A. D. 1022 to 10 3 1.] In the following year an interview took place between 
Robert and the emperor, on the banks of the Meufe, for the purpofe of fet- 
tling fome trifling matters of difpute, which, if neglefted, might have led to a 
ferious rupture. The magnificence difplayed on this occafion is fpoken of in 
terms of rapture by the ancient writers ; but the conclufion of an amicable trea- 
ty between the royal vifitors afforded a better theme for national congratulation. 
This excurfion was fucceeded by a circumftance that threatened the kingdom 
with all the calamities of a civil war : Hugh fecretly withdrew from court ; 
and, being joined by feveral of the young nobility, erected the ftandard of re- 
volt. His motive for this retreat was the pride and feverity of his mother, who 
obftinately refufed to eftablifli his houfliold, or to let him have any fhare in 
that government to which he had been formally aflbciated. Fortunately the in- 
furrecHon was fpeedily quelled ; and Hugh, returning to his duty, was pardon- 
ed by his father, and admitted to a participation of his throne and authority. 

The prince never after tranfgrefled the rules of propriety, but obferved the 
moft perfeft fubmiflion to the will of his parent and his fovereign. If the au- 
thors of fhefe times may be credited, (and there is no reafon for impeaching 
their veracity), he was a father to the poor, a protestor of the church, an advo- 
cate for the people, and the friend of virtue. The poffeffion of thefe nume- 
rous perfections rendered his name fo celebrated throughout Europe, that Ita- 
ly, at the death of Henry the Second, invited him to wear the imperial crown. 
But, in a fhort time after this flattering offer was made, Hugh, to the great for- 
row of all France, was taken off in the flower of his youth. He was interred 
in the church of St. Corneille at Compiegne. 

On the death of Hugh, it was natural that Robert fhould afTociate his next 
fon, Henry, to the dignity which he had imparted to his deceafed brother ; but 
the juftice of this nomination was oppofed with indecent warmth and deter- 
mined obftinacy, by Conftance ; and her partiality for her younger fon, Robert, 
agitated the court with all the fury of contending factions. Yet neither the ie- 
cret arts of intrigue, nor the open violence of the offended queen, could fub- 
due the inflexible integrity of her hufband. In an aflcmbly at Rheims, Henry 
received the crown from the impartial juftice of his father ; and Robert, his 
younger brother, refufmg to join ia the daring meafures of Conftance, became 
equally the objeft of her hatred and perforation.— The two princes, harrafted 
by the inccflant enmity of their implacable mother, retired from, court, and en- 
tered into an alliance for their mutual defence ; the eldeft pofTeffed himfelf of 
the caftle of Dreux, and the younger feized Avalon, in the duchy of Burgundy. 
The unnatural paflions of a female, had already enkindled the torch of civil com* 
motion ; and the gloomy flame was beheld with horror throughout the kingdom 
France. But an explanation enfuing between the king and his children, the, 
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piinces, returned to their duty, were again reftored to the confidence of their 
father, and the force which had been aflembled to extinguifli the diflenfions of 
his family, was happily employed by Robert in humbling the haughty noble 
of Burgundy, who haclprefimied to withhold the homage due to their fovereign. 
The remainder of this reign, during which the kingdom enjoyed more years 
of peace and prosperity than it had known for forae centuries, was employed 
by Robert in the ereftion of pious edifices^ in reforming the manners of 
the clergy, and in other works of devotion, private and practical. In the year 
log 1 , this virtuous monarch was feized, at Melun, with a violent diforder that 
foon brought him to the grave. He expired in the fixty-firfi year of his age, 
and the forty-fifth of his reign. His body was conveyed to Saint Denis, where 
it was depolited in the royal vault, without an epitaph, or any other fepulcural 
embellifhment. — -Robert had three wives: — Ludgard or Rofale, widow to Ar- 
noul, count of Flanders ; Bertha, widow to Eudes, count of Chartres andBlois; 
and Conftance, daughter of William count of Provence. By the laft he had 
Hugh, who died before his father ; Henry, who facceeded to the throne ; Ro- 
bert, to whom was allotted the duchy of Burgundy ; Eudes, who, according to 
dome writers, was bifliop of Auxerre ; Adelaide, wife to Renaude, count ofNe- 

vers ; and Adela, firft married to Richard the Third, duke of Normandy, and 
•afterwards to Baldwin, count of Flanders. 

Robert was equally diftinguifhed for his pietjr, moderation, and prudence ; 
wifely ftudious to avert the calamities of war, and anxious to promote the feli- 
city and welfare of his fubje&s, who were never difturbed by the oppreffions 
of domeftic tyranny, or the devaftations of foreign armies. The rigour with 
which he punifhed, in the reduction of Burgundy, the fpirited refiftance of the 
inhabitants of Avalon, had caft a flight fliade on a reign of unprecedented cle- 
mency 5 yet a people, whofe annals have hitherto difplayed almoft a conftant 
fucceffioh of fanguinary and ferocious princes, might well exclaim, on the death 
vf Robert, cc We have loft a father, who governed us in peace, beneath whofe 
iC authority we dwelt in fecurity ; who fuffered not in others that oppreflion 
" which he himfelf difdained j who commanded our affeftions, and who banifh- 
cc ed our fears." 

In his conduft to the poor, his humanity and his charity were eminently 
confpicuous ; the latter, indeed, almoft degenerated into weaknefs, fince, by 
encouraging a ipirit of indolence in the lower clafs of people, it muft certainly 
have tended to mar induftry, and to impede thofe agricultural improvements, 
which an enlightened monarch fhould ever attend to, and the neceflity of which 
was never more evident than in the reign of Robert. — He -daily diftributed food 
to three hundred poor people, and fometimes a thoufand. Every Holy Thur£- 
day he ferved them on his knees ; and, being clothed in fackcloth, wafhed their 

&et*.. JiCJice originated the cuftom that has ever fince been obferved by th& 
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French mottarchs, of wafhingthe feet of twelve poor people on Holy Thurfday^ 
and of waiting on them at table, aflifted by all the princes of the blood, and 
the principal nobility. Robert's compaffion for the poor would fometimes be- 
tray him into afts of injufti'ce; for, wc are told, that when he had no money 
to give them, he would tell them to go and fteal, and be angry if they were 
prevented fromfo doing. Helgaud, the monk, fays, that rogues, under pretence* 
of begging,* would frequently follow him into his apartment, and take from him 
whatever was worth taking, either in his pockets or in his clothes. One of then! 
having cut off the half of a piece of gold fringe, was about to take away the 
reft, when the king mildly requefted him to be contented with what he had, 
and to leave the reft to fatisfy the; wants of his companions. — The difpofition of 
his queen, Conftance, being very different from his own, he was under the 
neceility of performing his acts of charity in fecret ; — and his gifts were gene- 
rally accompanied by this caution: u Be Jure you don't let Conftance know it. yr 
As he was going one day to church, he furprifed two perfons in the aft of for- 
nication ; the horror, fays the abbe Velly, which he experienced at the fin, did 
not extinguifh his compaflion for the finner 5 he threw his cloak over them, and 
went ftrait to the altar to pray for their converfion ; he then lent one of his at- 
tendants to fetch another cloak, forbidding him^ wider pain of his dijpleajure, 
to rnentionthe circumftance to any one, but more particularly to the queen. 

Notwithftanding the efforts of this prince to render his fubje&s happy, he 
had the misfortune to fee his kingdom a prey to the horrors of famine, at feveral 
different times. The firfl was general throughout Europe ; but the fecond was 
confined to France, where it was attended with circumftances peculiarly horrid. 
There were* people, raging with hunger in fuch a dreadful degree, that they 
dug up the dead bodies to eat ; others feized upon the children ip. the ftreets r 
or way-laid the travellers in the fields andwoods*.- At Tournus, in Burgundy,, 
a butcher expofed human fiefli to public fate ; but this inhuman traffic was put a 
flop to, and the brute who carried it on, juftly condemned to the flames. Ano- 
ther man, who kept a public houfe in a forcft near Macon, murdered his guefts 
and eat them. He was : dete&ed by two paffengers, a man a,nd his wife, who 
were lucky enough to eifett their efcape j and when his houfe was fearched, 
eight-and-forty human heads of men, women, and children, whofe bodies 
he had devoured, were found. The barbarous wretch experienced the fame 
punifhment as the butcher. Such was the fear city of food that people were 
reduced to the neceflity of making bread with a kind of white earth, refembling 
pipe-clay, mixed with a very fmall portion of flour or bran. This dreadful 
famine was followed by a peftilence, during which the people were fo weak' 
from want of fuftenance, that they were unable to affift each other* Thus the- 

£ck. remained without relief, and the dead without burial,- 

m 
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It is in vain that we feek for the probable caufe of thefe calamities in any of 
the French hiftorians, either ancient or modern ; the former, infread of at- 
tempting to account for what muft have had a natural caufe, recite the fuper- 
ftitious tales of the times, and tell us of fhowers of blood, and other dilmal 
tokens of divine vengeance, by which they were preceded ; while the latter 
repeat thefe tales, and, though they treat them with the derifion they merit, 
yet withhold the information we leek for. Had any violent drought, or other 
extraordinary circumftance occafioned the famine, it could not, we apprehend, 
have efcaped the attention of contemporary writers : we are therefore of opi- 
nion it muft have been occafioned byafhameful negleft of agriculture, which ap- 
pears the more probable, as the kingdom was evidently infefted with crouds of beg- 
gars, from the numbers which the king himfelf maintained, and confequently 
encouraged. Perhaps the early Franks, like the ancient Germans*, deemed the 

cultivation of their lands too ignoble and laborious employment for them ; yet 
the monks, we find, fet an example of agricultural improvement, in the lands 
belonging to their convents ; and the time was peculiarly favourable for fuch 
exertions, as the nation enjoyed a perfedl ftatc of tranquillity for a long feries of 
years. 

From the cuftomthat prevailed with the firft monarchs of the Capetian race, 
of aflbciating their el deft fons with them in the empire, we muft not infer, ei- 
ther that the crown was ele&ive by the nobles of the realm, or that it was necet 
farily entailed on the eldeft fon of the kingt ; under the firft race we have feen 

the crown invariably hereditary in the family of Meroveus, and all his defen- 
dants fucceed to it without interruption, for upwards of three hundred years. 
It is true, indeed, that fometimes the kingdom was divided between all the 
fons, and, at others, one reigned alone, to the prejudice of the reft ; fome- 
times even a prince of a diftant branch was preferred to the children of the 
deceafed monarch. But what inference muft we draw from thefe facts ? That 
the crown, always hereditary in the reigning family, was only ele&ive with 
regard to the different princes of that family. 

Under the fecond race we will find the fame cuftom and the fame form of 
government prevail^ u Such is the cuftom of tkc French nation" fays Foulques, 
archbifhop of llheims, in a letter to the emperor Arnoul, u that the nobles , 

* c without any dependance, chufe a prince of the royal family to Jucceed the king) 
" when he is dead." Though Robert and Rodolph acceded to the throne with- 
out any previous eleftion, no conclufion is to be drawn from thence, any more 
than from the elevation of Gondebald on a fhield, during the firft race. The 
ftorm was foon difpelled : Lewis the Stranger was recalled from England; " and 
all the nobles " fays a contemporary writer)), cc elededhim to reign over them 

* Tacit, de Morb. German, cry. + Mem, de Utterat. torn, iv. p, 673% % Flod. Hift. E<;<& 
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" bv the' hereditary right which he had to the crown"- This is an apparent con- 
tradiftion of terms; but the difficulty is folvcd by referring to the double 
right, by which the ancient monarchs of France held their crown vizV by 
their royal birth/ and by the choice of the nation. 1 

The circumftances attending the affociation of Henry the Firft to the regal 
dignity, prove, that, at the commencement of the third race; the monarchy 
was ftill governed by the fame fpirit, and the fame maxims. They prove, that 
the hereditary right was inconteftably .eftabliflied in the family that laad been re- 
cently placed on the throne. This then was the general law, and the invaria- 
ble cuftom of the realm. 

Still an elcdlion always took place: but, as during the two firft races, the 
choice was confined to the children of the king. 4 With regard to the corona- 
tion of Henry the Firft, The king" fays Glaber*, u after the death of prince Hugh, 
" began to conjider within himfelf which of his three furviving Jons would bemoji 
u capable of \fucc ceding him in the throne" This could never have been an ob- 
ject of deliberation, had the throne devolved by right, to the el deft foil of the 
reigning monarch. The bifliops, influenced by the queen, who r did not: like 
her eldeft fan, whom, the king betrayed an inclination to favour, u demanded" 
fays another contemporary writert, u that no decifion might take place, o?z this 
" important affair, at leaf, during the life of Robert" She flatered herfelf 
with the idea that, after the king's death, her intereft would prove fuperior to 
that of her eldeft fon, "whom flicaffefted to repi'efent as a weak; efFemi- 
" nate : , and cowardly prince." But what became of thefeiherhbpes, if the laws 
of the realm had neceflarily influenced the decifion of the electors in favour of 
the eldeft of the royal family? Notwithftanding her oppofition, prince Henry's 
party prevailed, and, continues Glaber, u The fang's choice, fitpported by the con- 
" currence of the nobles, at length placed him on the throne of France " ; 
• Thefc remarks folve all the difficulties that prefent themfelves with regard to 
the hereditary right of the reigning family to the throne of France. On one 
fide, they (how, that a fncceflion, which was always hereditary, did not exclude 
a real right of eleftion ; and, on the other, that this right of election, though 
paffive with refpett to the family, was a8tuevr\t\\ refpett to the different mem- 
bers of that family ; in other words, the natioii had rdferved to itfelf the pow- 
er of chilling, from among the children of the.laft' monarch, that prince which 
fhould appear to it the moft capable of holding the reins of government, with- 
out regard to primogeniture. . i • • 

Thus, in affociating their eldeft fons to the throne, the fix firft monarchs of 
the Capetian race were not influenced by- £my views of fixing the crown in their 
family, but merely by a delire of avoiding thofe diiFentions which were but too 
common at elections. By degrees, thefc aflbciationsledtothe eftahlifhnient of the 
right of agnation, lineal and hereditary, which infenfibly annihilated the dec- 

* Glaber. 1. 3. c. v. p. 57. f Inter, Fulbert. Epift. 50. Duch. tom.iv. p. 19X, 



2$0 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ IC >3*' 

tive power. In fhort, the crown appeared to be fb well fc cured in the family 
of Hugh Capet, that Philip Auguftus did not think it neceflary to crown his fon. 
The right of primogeniture became a fundemental law of the realm, and has 
been obferved for more than feven centuries without the lmalleft rnterruption, 
either from the youngeft children, or from the eldeft of the younger branches. 

Several eccleflaflical councils were holden during the reign of Robert. By 
that of Selingftad*, priefls are ordered not to lay more than three maffes in "a 
day, and all men, except crowned heads, forbidden to enter the church with 
their fwords. The fathers of Limoges decreed, that nobody could receive pe- 
nance and abfolution from the pope without the leave of his bifiop. The council 
of Anfe was flill more flrenuous in defence of the liberties of the Gallican 
church : it declared a bull of the pope's, by which the monks of Ciuny were 
exempted from the jurifdiftion of their ordinary, to be null and abufive. The 
archbifiiop of Vienne having, in confequence of that-bull, ordained fome of the 
monks of Cluny, without the permiffion of the bifhop of the diocele, thought it 
neceffary to make an apology, and to promife, that, in future, he would never 
deviate from the rules of the national. church. 

But the moft remarkable of thefe eccleiiaftical aflemblies was that which was 
convened at Saint Denis, on the fubjeft of tythes, offerings, prefentations, and 
churches. We have already obferved, that ecclefiaflical property, even tythes 
- and church livings, had paffed into the hands of laymen, who could not fell 
them without the king's confent, to which was always annexed the condition, 
that curates and bifliops, if they chofe to become purchafers, fhouid have the firft 
offer/ At length the impropriety of thefe proceedings was univerfally acknow- 
ledged: Hugh Capet and Robert were the firft to fet the example of reftitution; 
which was fpeedily followed by the nobility, who haftencd to reftore thofe 
pofiefuons which their anceftors had ufurped from the church. The bifliops 
wiflied to monopolize the advantages arifing from this pious refolution, and e>i 7 
.erted their utmoft endeavours to exclude the monks from any participation in 
them!*. Abbo, abbot of Fleury, refifted thefe ungenerous efforts, and finding 
that the clergy, affemblpd at Saint Denis, were about to iffae a lentence to the 
prejudice of the monaftic ftate, he excited the monks and dependants of the 
abbey, tq rife up againft. them, and they accordingly attacked the prelates, who 
were obliged to decamp without coming to any decifion. Seguin, archbifiiop 
of Sens, a venerable gldmjin highly refpe&ed for his virtue, was wounded be- 
tween the fhoulders, by a blow from an axe, and with difficulty cfcaped, all co- 
vered with mud. Such fc^ndalous proceedings could fcarcely obtain credit, 
were they not attefled by contemporary writers ; but what muft appear ftillmort? 
monitrous, is, that a riot of this nature fhouid pals unpuniflied and unnoticed, 
gyen by the church. t . 

» if • 
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A. D. 1031.] THOUGH Henry had the choice of his father, and the fu£ 
frages of a majority of the nobles, to fecure and confirm his fuccelfion, yet Con- 
fiance, to whom he was an objett of averfion, had neither loft the defire, nor 
the hope of efFefting his depofition from that throne to which he had acceded 
in fpite of her machinations. Baldwin, count of Flanders, andEudes, count of 
Champagne, entered into her views ; and, being joined by many noblemen of 
France' and Burgundy, fupplied her with forces for the execution of her plans**. 
Dammartin, Senlis, Melun, Sens, Poiffy, Coucy, Puifet, and feveral other for- 
treffes declared in her favour, and hoifted the flandard of revolt. Thefe were 
places of great flrength in thofe days, andv their impoi^tance was considerably 
increafed by their vicinity to the capital, which waited for the event of the con- 
teft before it would come to a decifion. 

Henry, aftonifhed and incapable of refilling the torrent, left Paris, andefcap- 
ed, with only eleven faithful followers, into Normandy ; and, deferted by his 

flibjefts, threw himfelf on the generous friendship of duke Robert. That prince 
received him with all poflible honour, fupplied him with a powerful army, and 
fent orders to his uncle, count Mauger, who commanded in Corbeil, to declare 
war againft the infurgents, and lay wafte their pofleflions with fire and fword. 
Similar orders were likewife ifTued to all the governors of the frontier towns. 
It was a maxim with the duke, to fiiew no quarter to rebels ; to which feverity 
he was probably indebted for the name he acquired, of Robert the Devil. 

The king fixed his camp before the walls of Corbeil, where he was joined by 
a great number of his vafTals, accompanied by a formidable body of troops. He 
then proceeded to Poiffy, which he retook ; he next reduced Puifet, and thrice 
defeated the count of Champagne, who efcaped with difficulty the purfuit of the 
victor. 'This vigorous conduft difconcerted the projects of the queen-dowager 
and her partifans, who were compelled to acknowledge that the young mo- 
narch had been grofsly mifreprefented to them. But Conflance, ever implaca- 

_ * 
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ble in her hatred, refufed to liften to any propofals for an accommodation. In 
vain did her uncle, the count of Anjou, exhort her to be reconciled to her fon ; 
fhe had long fince abjured all the fentiments of nature, and (he now obftinately 
rejcfted the remonftrances of reafon. At laft, however, finding herfelf forfakcn 
by her friends and allies, flie was, reluctantly, perfuaded to enter into a fecrct 
treaty with the king : fortunately flie had no time to excite frefh intrigues, as 
Ihe died the following year, at Melun, and was interred at Saint Denis, by the 
fide of a huiband whofe repofe fhe had inceflantly difturbed. 

The fubmiffion of the queen was followed by that of prince Robert, whom 
Henry not only pardoned, but generoufly affigned him the duchy of Burgundy, 
the inveflure of which he himfelf had received from the king his father. From 
this prince fprang the firfl royal branch of the dukes of Burgundy, who reign- 
ed over that country for nearly four centuries. They .were fucceeded by Phi- 



John 



Rajh 



at 



which period this duchy was irrevocably annexed to the crown. 

A. D. 1032.3 Henry being now peaceably feated on a throne, of which, by 
his a&ivity, valour, and moderation, he had (hewn himfelf worthy, directed his 

attention to the renewal of thofe alliances which his father had contra&ed with 
the neighbouring powers*. For this purpofe he had an interview with the em- 
peror Conrad, whofe fitter, Matilda,, he elpoufed. His next care was to acknow- 
ledge and repay the obligations he was under to the duke of Normandy* To 

that prince he ceded the towns of Gifors, Chaumont, and Pontoife, with all that 
part of the Vexin which had hitherto belonged to the dominions of France. 

A.D. 1033 to 1036.] The death of Rodolph, who, with the title of king, 
ruled that part of Burgundy which comprehended the countries of Switzerland 
and Savoy, the counties of la Brefle, Dauphine, and the Lyonnois, kindled a war 
between Eudes, count of Champagne, and the emperor Conrad, who each claim- 
ed the fticcefhon, and fupported their pretenfions by arms ; but Eudes was com- 
pelled to yield to the fuperior force of his rival ; and, driven out of Burgundy, 

e, and pofTefTed himfelf of Bar. Before he could improve this 
advantage, he was encountered by Gothelon, duke of Lorraine ; the defeat of 

the count of Champagne, was rendered decisive by his death ; and king Henry, 
and the emperor Conrad, had equal fubjeft for rejoicing at the de/truftion of a 
turbulent vaflal, and an enterprifing neighbour. 

A. D, 1037 to 1040.3 Eudes left two fons, Stephen, count of Champagne, 
and Thibaud, count of Chartres, Blois and Tours. Both of them refigned all 
pretenfions to Burgundy, and turned their arms againft their fover-eign. The 
feudal law required, that before any vaffal could enter on pofTeffion of his ter- 
ritories, he fliould do homage to the king. The two counts refufed to comply 
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with this cuftom*, becaufe the king had not affifted their father againft the em- 
peror. In fa£t, the duty between the lord and his vafial was reciprocal. If the 
vafial was obliged to ferve his lord in the wars ; the lord was equally obliged 
to afiTift his vafial in defence of that fief which he held of him. But this reafon 
could not operate with regard to the count of Champagne. Conrad had not ta-* 



thofe 



h im 



himfelf had been declared fole heir. This then was only 3 pretext to which 
the infurgents had recourfe for the purpofe of concealing another defign. 

A. D. 1040 to 1044.3 Their real project was, to place prince Eudes, the 
king's brother, on the throne, under whofe name they expefted to be able to 
exert a defpotic fway. An ancient chronicle, quoted by Duchefhet, fays, that 
this prince was the eldeft of the fons of Robert, but that he was excluded from the 
fucdeflion, on the plea of infanityr But all other contemporary writers pofitively 
affirm, that he Was younger than either Henry or duke Robert. Be that as it 
may, Eudes, being left without territories or eftablifhment, was willing to liften 
to any plan which the enemies of his houfe might propole ; and as he was allu- 
red of a fpeedy and effectual fupport, he fummoned the king to admit him to a 
participation in the domains of his father- This was the fignal of war. Eudes, 
with his confederates, took the field, and committed dreadful devaftations on 
the French territories ; but they were foon routed by the royal army j Eudes 
himfelf was taken prifoner, and fecured at Orleans j the pardon of Thibaud was 

purchafed at the expence of Touraine ; the count of Champagne was happy to 
efcape by the ceffion of a conflderable part of his inheritance ; but Galpran, 
count of Melun, who had enliftcd. under the banners of unfuccefsful rebellion, 
was formally attainted ; and the forfeiture of his property and life, the firft ex- 
ample of the kind mentioned in hiftory, proclaims the power which the crown 
had imperceptibly acquired. 

A. D. 1045, 1046.3 Normandy, in the mean time, being governed by a child, 
was torn by inteftine commotions. The reign of Robert had been greatly di£- 
tinguifhed for its wifdom and fplendour. After reducing the duke of Brittany 
to pay that homage which he had long refilled to his liege-lord, he was ftricken 
with remorfe for the fins he had committed, and undertook a journey of peni- 
tence to the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem, which, according to the fuperftitious 
maxims of the age, was the moft infallible means of procuring pardon for the 
gteateft crimes. But, previous to his departure, he deemed it necefiary to ap- 
point a fucceHbr to the throne. He had no children by the fifter of Canute, king of 
England, whom he had married from policy, and repudiated from averfiont. He 
therefore affembled the ftates of the duchy 3 and, informing them of his defign, 
engaged them to fwear allegiance to his natural fon William, a child of nine* 
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years, whom he had by Harlotta, daughter of a tanner in Falaife. As he was 
a prudent prince, he could not but forefee the great inconveniences which mull 
attend this journey, and the fettlement of his fucceffion, arifing from the perpe- 
tual turbulency of the great, the claims of other branches of the ducal family, 

and the power of the French monarch. But all thefe confiderations were fur- 
mounted* by the prevailing zeal for pilgrimages ; and, probably, the more im- 
portant they were, the more would Robert exult in facrificing them to what he 
imagined to be his religious duty. 

This prince, as he apprehended, di^d in his pilgrimage ; and the minority of 
his ion was attended with all thofe difbrders^ which might naturally be expefted 
in that fituation. The licentious nobles, freed from the awe of foverign au- 
thority, broke out into perfonal animofities againft each other, and made the 
whole country a fcene of war and devaluation . Roger, count of Toni, and 
Alain, duke of Brittany, advanced claims to the dominion of theflate; and the 

king of France thought the opportunity favourable for reducing the power of 
a vaflal, who had long appeared formidable to his fovereign. 

The fir ft expedition of Henry into Normandy fpread terror and confternation 
throughout the country ; and the regency eftablifhed by Robert exerted their 
utmoft endeavours to avert the vengeance of a king, whofe enmity might prove 
fatal to their youthful ward. In confequence of their remonftrances, intereft 
gave way to gratitude ; and, mindful of the obligations he had received 
from the late duke, Henry now refolved to march to the afliflance of his ion 
who was threatened with a formidable confpiracy of the nobles. At the head 
of this rebellion was Guy, fon of Renaud, count of Burgundy, by a daughter 
of Richard the Second, duke of Normandy. This young nobleman, when his 
family was in difgrace, had retired to Rouen, where he was brought up with 
duke William, who had juft created him count of Vernon and Brienne. But 
thefe marks of kindnefs were infufficient to command a grateful return ; he new 
joined the rebels, and in the valley of Dunes, between Caen and Argentan, was 
\met by the forces of Henry. The rebels maintained their ground with otfK- 
nate valour; the king himfelf was expofed, and thrown from his hoifc by the 
powerful arm of Haymon, a celebrated warrior, and was only preferved bytlie 
immediate fuccour of his attendants. But his vitfory was glorious and deci- 
five ; and the battle of Dunes fixed the fceptre'in the hands of the duke of Nor- 
mandy. 

The acquifitions of the Normans were not confined to their fettlement s in 

France ; independent of their exertions in defence of which, they had recently 
revived their ancient fame, by the moft hazardous exploits, and the mod won- 
derful fuccefTes, in the other extremity of Europe. A few Norman adventur- 
ers, in Italy, had acquired fuch an afcendant, not only over the Italians and 
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Greeks, but the Germans arid Saracens, that they expelled thofe foreigners, pro- 
cured to themfelves ample eflablifhments, and laid the foundation of the opulent 
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily*. Whether their progrefs in Italy had alarmed 

the vigilant Henry, or that he had early difcerned the lofty genius and unboun- 
ded ambition of William ; that monarch foon after" violated the friendfliip he 
had newly profeffed, and feem^ed conftantly to repent of the afliftance he had af- 
forded to the duke of Normkndy. William de Arques, count of Tello, and 
fon, by a fecond marriage, of Richard the Second, the predeceffor of Robert 

the Devil, no longer concealed his pretentions to the ducal title, in which he 
was ftrongly fupported by his brother Mauger, archbifliop of Rouen, The pow- 
er which this dignity conferred, in thofe days, on prelates, over their epifcopai 
city, appeared to iecure him the fufFrage of the capital. William had juft mar- 
ried Matilda, daughter to Baldwin, count of Flanders, by x\dela, daughter of 
king Robert, and fitter to Henry. As the princels was related to him, it was 
neceffary to have a difpenfation, which was then regarded as a violation of the 
facred canons; the pope, however, did not fcrupie to grant it, on condition that 
the duke Ihould found four hoipitals to contain four hundred poor people. Mau- 
ger, lefs moved by zeal for the difcipline of the church, than by a defire of ex- 
citing fedition, favourable to the defigns of his brother, excommunicated the 
new-married couplet. The fovereign pontiff, enraged at his audacity, caufed 
him to be depofed by an afTembly of prelates at Lifleux j and the duke baniihed 
him to the ifland of Guernfev. 

A. D. 1047.3 The count of Tello, in order to facilitate the execution of his 
project, had erefted a flrong fortrefs on the hill of Arques, where, being certain 
of ailiftance from the king, he hoifted the ffcandard of rebellion, and refvifed to 
pay to William the Bartard that homage which was due to him as his liege-lord. 
The fortrefs was accordingly belieged by the duke, and the army which Henry 
had deftined to co-operate with his ally, was compelled to retreat with dis- 
grace ; a confiderable detachment, in their march towards Rouen, had incauti- 
ouliy preffed before the main body ; between Efcoucy and Mortimer, their neg- 
ligence was chaftifed by the arms of the Normans ; and few efcaped to relate 
the niL.uiicholy fate of their companions. Henry himfelf, with the remainder of 
his forces, retired towards Paris, indignant at his difgrace, and impatient to 
revenge his defeat by the dellruftion of his rival ; while William, who had 
triumphed over his revolted fubjects, was equally determined to purine, with 
eternal enmity, the perfidy of the French monarch. 

That prince had formed a new alliance with the duke of Guienne and the count 
of Anjou, and engaged again to invade the territories of the Norman ; his pre- 
parations were fuitable to the greatnefs of the enterprife, and two armies,' which 
had diligently levied, threatened the deitruttionof the young duke : the one 
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was led by. Henry in perfon 5 the other he entmfted to his Brother Eudes r 
whom he rcleafed for that purpofe from prifon. But the fuperior number of 
his troops, only ferved to augment his confufion ; thofe led by himfelf were 
continually harafled and repeatedly iurprifedj while the anhy commanded by 
his brother was defeated in a decifive aftion^ in the Pays de Caux, with great 
flaughter. PrelTed or broken on every fide, the French were compelled hafti- 
]y to evacuate a countiy which they had unjuftly invaded; and the terms of 
peace, which foon after followed, were dictated by the vi&orious duke of Nor- 
mandy. 

. A. Dr 1054, 1055.3 This unfuccefsful war was followed by a general peace, 
which lafted fbme years ; when it had nearly been interrupted by the conduce 
of count Thibaut, who, having been deprived of Touraine, fought and obtain- 
ed the protection of the emperor, Henry the Third, who made him his knight, 
and gave him the title of Count-Palatine ; a title to which no oflice was annex- 
ed, but which has, notwithstanding, been enjoyed ever fince by the counts of 
Champagne. This proceeding of Thibaut was confidered as a violation of that 
duty and fubmiflion which a vaflal owed to his lord. The kirig accordingly 
complained to the emperor ^ but could obtain no fatisfaftion or redrefs. It is 
laid that he font him a formal challenge to meet him in fingle combat, but it was 
not accepted. — If the French monarch fliewed the greateft courage, the empe- 
ror difplayedthe greateft prudence. 

A. D. 1059.] The conftitution of Henry being vifibly impaired, though 

more from infirmities than from age^ he thought itneceflafy to provide for the 

fafety of the. kingdom, by the aflbciation of his foil Philip, a young prince on- 
ly in his eighth year, to the throne. With this view, he convened a numerous 
aflembly of the nobles and prelates at Rheims* " The king," fays Mezeray, 
cc having reminded the aflembly of thefervices he had rendered the ftate, rc- 
u quefted them all collectively, and each of them individually, to acknow- 

cc lege his el deft fon Philip for his fucceflbr, and to take an oath of fidelity to 
" him." The whole aflembly were unanimous in their compliance, and the 
young prince was immediately crowned by the archbifliop of Rheims. 

The mod remarkable circumftance attending this event, was the attention 
jhewn by the clergy to promote an augmentation of their prerogatives.- The 
legates — Hugh, archbifliop of Befancon, and Hermenfroy, bifliop of Sion, pro- 
tected againft the coronation, which, they pretended, could not take place with- 
out the pope's confent. Their proteft, however, was treated with the con- 
tempt it deferved. The archbifliop of Rheims alfo profited by the occafion to 
infift on a confirmation of all the privileges of his church, as well temporal as 
Ipiritual. That artful prelate made a long fpeech to prove, that the right of 
anointing the kings of France belonged to the archbifliop of Rheims, in confe- 
quence of a decree of pope Hormifdas, in the time of Clovis j a decree that 
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known during the firft race. 

The archbifhop then adminiftered the following oath to the young prince, 
which betrays a greater zeal for the private advantage of the prelacy, than for 
the general good of the nation ; though the latter is not totally overlooked. 



cc 
cc 

CC 



am 



promife, in the prefence of the Lord and his faints, to preferve to every one 
of you, in particular, and to your churches, your canonical privileges ; to 
obferve the laws ; to adminifter juftice to you, and, with the affiftance of the 
Almighty, to protett you to the utmoft of my power, as far as a prince ought 
to proteft the bifliops of his realm, and the churches which are entrufted to 
their care, according to equity and reafon. I alfo promife the people over 

deftined to rule, to enforce, by my authority;; the obfervance of 



" the laws*." 

A. D. 1060.] Henry did not long furvive the coronation of his fon. A 
dofe of phyfic, adminiftered at an improper time, put an erfd to his exiftence 
at Vitrie in Brie, in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and the thirtieth of his reign. 
He was interred at Saint Denis . He was a warlike prince, of heroic valour, 
and exemplary piety. A friend to virtue — merit was the beft recommendation 
to his efteem ; and, ■ 
authority refpe&ed. 



knew how to make 



Matilda 



■ 

he had no children. But by his fecond, wliofe 
name was Anne, he had Philip, who fucceeded him in the throne j Robert, 
who died young ; Hugh, who, by his marriage with Adelaide, daughter of 
Herbert, became the chief of the fecond branch of the counts of Vermandois ; 
and the princefs Emma, whofe fate is unknown. Queen Anne was daughter 
to Jarafiau, prince of Mufcovy, to whom the Europeans gave the title of Duke, 
and who was called by the Ruffians Tzaar, fince corrupted into Czar. 

It is remarkable that the regency was not entrufted to the queen-mother, al- 
though there were many precedents in her favour. It is even faid that fhe ad- 
vanced no claim to that dignity. Finding herfelf without fupport, and with- 
out authority, in a country where fhehad fcarce any relations, reafon more than 
necefilty made her refign her rights without hefitation or repugnance. This 
honour appeared to be referved for Pvobert duke of Burgundy, but he was too 
powerful. His connexions with the nobles of France, his former pretentions 
to the throne, and the fear of expofing him to new temptations, all operated to 
his exclufion. Baldwin, count of Flanders, a wife prince, highly renowned 
for his courage and refolution, was appointed regent of the kingdom, with the 
title of Marquis of France. The event demonftrated the wifdom of the choice. 

J3$ldwin difcharged the duties of his ftation with punctuality and honour j he 

1 
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took care that\his pup£l fliould have a proper education, and governed his king- 
dom with great pruderfce. 

During a part of this reign, the Roman church was governed by three anti- 
popes, who had all procured their election either by violence or bribery* Thefe 
three pontiffs*, by a convention hitherto unexampled, agreed to divide the re- 
venues of the church equally between them, and to live in perfect union. 
This harmony fubfifted as long as they had money to pay for their pleafures ; 
but when that failed, each of them Ibid his part of the papal dignity to dean 
Gratian, a man of wealth and quality, whom Glaber, a contemporary writer! , 
calls a good and pious prieft, of known fanftity. It was determined, however, 
that the gift of 'Peter-Pence, which was received from England, fliould be a£ 

. figned to young Benedict the Ninth, "who had been elefted to the chair of Saint 
Peter when only t\^elve years old and long before the other two. 

Simony was extrentely prevalent at this .period. In a council, holden at Ly- 
ons, five-and-forty bifhops, and twenty-three priefts, publicly acknowledged 
themfelves guilty* of that crime, and refigned their benefices. The celibacy of 
priefts, though eftabliihed in the weftern church, was but illobferved, particu- 
larly in the provinces bordering on Germany, in Brittany and Normandy.- 
Some of the clergy publicly kept women addicled to every fpecies of debau- 

• chery 5 and others had concubines, or chambrieres as they were then called. 
There were fome who even formed alliances by civil contracts, from the pcrlita- 
fion that it was better to have lawful wives than to live in a ftate of fornication. 
In vain did the councils and popes, armed with all the thunders of the church, 
deprive them of their livings, lay them under an interdict, excommunicate them, 
and forbid laymen to attend their maffes ; they could notreprefs this licentiouf- 
nefs, till they permitted the nobles to fieze and fell for flaves all the children 
who fprang from thoie illicit marriages. That feverity at length had the defi- 
red affeft ; and, if the clergy did not become more chafte, at leaft they became 
more circumfpeft in their condu<ft. 

During this reign the do&rine of tranfubftantiation was ftrongly combated 
in France, and the real prefence of Chrift in the facramcnt formally denied: 
this oppofition the abbe Velly calls — "the fad fruits of the vain fubtilities of 
philofophy."— We, however, muft give it a different charafter, and affert it to 
be the triumph of reafon over fuperftition. But a deputation on points of faith 
would be idle, becaufe ufelefs ; thole whom we believe to be in error are 
equally certain that the error is with us ; and, fince all the arguments that have 
been employed for ages have proved inadequate to produce conviction on either 
lide, we fee no good that could poifibly accrue from a continuation of the con- 
ieft ; but if a ftruggle mult be obferved between the contending parties, let it 
be a ftruggle of virtue — whofe weapons are benevolence, charity, and brother- 



* Qaft, I.. in,. Dialog. Sxc, 4. a&a Bened. t, ii. p. 461.. +. Glaber, 1. v. p.. 58 




**** 

***** 



1 



I . * 




PHILIP THE FIRST? .389 

ly love. Let a fpirit of emulation fubfift ; but let its objeft be to reconcile 
principle to practice, and to prove the juftice of the one by the reftitude of the 
other * 

The chief fupporters of this heretical oppofition, as it was then called, were 
Ratramne, a monk of Corbie ; Berenger, archdeacon of Angers ; and the ce- 
lebrated John Scott Erigena*, the friend and inftru&or of Charles the Bald. 
The do&rine they attacked was defended by Lanfrance, abbot of Saint Ste- 
phen's, at Caen, who afterwards accompanied William the firft to England, 
where he was promoted to fee of Canterbury. Fortunately the conteft was 
attended with no ferious confequences. 



PHILIP THE FIRST. 



■ 

From 1061 to 1066.] THE firft years of the minority of Philip were diftur- 
bed by a revolt of the Gafcons, who refufed to acknowledge the authority of 
the regent. But the vigour and prudence difplayed by Baldwin in reducing 

the rebels to fubmiflion, not only gave new luftreto his reputation, but fecured 
him univerfal obedience, the more durable, as it was founded onefteem. The 
territories of Geoffrey Martel, count of Anjou, were difputed by his two ne- 
phews, Geoffrey and Fulk, and the cautious integrity of the former was enfna- 
red by the perficlions artifices of the latter. Baldwin, however, intent on pre- 
ferring tranquillity in the dominions of his wards, forbore to interfere in their 
quarrel, on the termination of which, Fulk, the fuccefsful competitor, fought 
to obtain the protection of Philip by the ceffion of the Gaftinois. 

But, notwithftanding the attention of Baldwin to the interefls of the king, 
and the general welfare of the nation, his adminiftration has not tptally efca- 

, * The abbe Velly has fallen into the fame miftake with William of Malmfbury and Hoveden, with rer 
gard to the fare of this learned man. They affirm that, after the death of his patron* Charles the Bald, he 
came over to England, at the invitation of Alfred ; that he taaght fome time in the univerfity of Oxford, 
from whence he retired to the abbey of Malmlbury, where he was murdered by his fcholars with their pen- 
knives* But thefe writers appear to have confounded John Scott Erigena, with another John Scott, an Eng- 
lifliman* contemporary with Alfred, who taught at Oxford, and was flain by the monks of the abbey of 
EtheHngy , of which he was abbot. ( Affcrius in vita AlfredL) It is mod probable that Erigena ended his 
$ays in France. Histoire Literaire d$ France, fiecle g» 
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ped cenfure. He has been accufed of neglett, in fufFering fo dangerous a neigh- 
bour as the duke of Normandy to extend the limits of his dominions, and to 
achieve the important conqueft of England. It was fcarcely ppffible however, 
that Baldwin could forefee the fatal confequences of this event ; nor dp we 
think that he could have been juftified in expofing the nation to the inevitable 
dangers of war, by an attempt to prevent the Norman prince from acqui- 
ring a new kingdom, which, it was natural to fuppofe, would render him lefs 

anxious to extend his native dominions* Be that as it may, the reduction of 
England by William gave rife to a feries of bloody and deftruftive contefts 
which always contributed to exhauft, and frequently threatened to fubvert, the 
monarchy of France. As from this revolution the wars and negociations of the 
French and Englifh have been indiffolubly blended, and form one great and com- 
plicated fyftem of politics, it will be neceffary to take a curfory view of its rife, 
progrefs, and accomplishment. 

In England the extinction of the Danes, and the reftoration of the Saxon line, 
had been effected by the acceffion of Edward the ConfefTor, who was fon to 
Ethelred, by Emma, fifter to Richard, duke of Normandy. This weak but 
pious monarch had, in the year 1043, married Editha, daughter to the potent 
earl Godwin ; but the hatred which he bore to the father was unfortunately 
transferred to the unoffending child ; and, though Editha is reprefented by con- 
temporary writers as poffeffed of all the graces of perfonal beauty, and endow- 
ed with every virtue that can adorn the female mind, fhe never could acquire 
the confidence andefteem of her unnatural hufband. It is even aflerted, that he 
never confummated the marriage ; but abflained from all connexion with his 
wife, in confequence of a pretended vow of chaftity, which excited the praife 
and admiration of the monks, and contributed not a little to procure him the ti- 
tle of Saint and ConfefTor. 

This ftrange and unjuftifiable conduct was attended with fatal efTe&s ; Ed- 
ward having no children, the ambition of the Englifh nobles was roufed ; and 
Harold, the brother of Editha, who was equally diftinguiflied for his power 
and talents, fecretly formed the moft judicious fchemes for fecuring his fuccef- 
fion to the throne. But the king, apprifed of his intention, and inexpreffibly 
hurt at the idea of being fucceeded by the heir of a family whofe power had 
been built on the ruins of regal authority, adopted a plan which feemed to pro- 
mife an efFeftual difappointment to his projects. Though his natural affection 
for the Normans — among whom he pafTed his youthful days — had led him to 
wifli that duke William might fucceed him, he was now fearful thatfuch an 
appointment would prove favourable to the pretenfions of Harold, by affording 
the people, who were averfe from the domination of foreigners, a fpecious 
pretext for fupporting the claims of their favourite. For this reafon y he judged 
it more prudent to fix on his nephew Edward, furnamed the Exile, the fon of 

Edmund Ironfide. for his fuccefTor, who was the only remaining heir of the 
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Saxon line, and whofe title could not have admitted of a dilpiitc, fmce it was 
preferable to that of Edward hitnfelf. This prince, indeed, would have fuc- 
ceeded to the throne on the death of Hardicanute, had he not, by his continual 
refidence, from his infancy, in a country fo remote as Hungary, fo entirely 
eftranged himfelf from the Englifh, that they regarded him as a foreigner, and 
therefore gave the preference to Edward the ConfefTor. He arrived in his na- 
tive country in the year 1057, after an abfence of forty years, but unhappily 
died within a month after his arrival, leaving an infant fon, named Edgar Athe- 
ling- 

Thus the fears of the king, which had been dilpelled by the arrival of his ne- 
phew, were renewed by his death, and he was conftrained to look out for ano- 
ther fuccefTor, as he plainly perceived that the. youth and inexperience of Edgar 
would be able to form but a feeble oppofition to fo popular and powerful a ri- 
val as Harold. In this extremity, he again caft his eyes on William, duke of 
Normandy, whofe talents and power, he waS induced to hope, would enable 
him to furmount every obftacle that might be oppofedto his fucceffion. 

At this period, William had, by his valour and perfeverance, expelled all da- 
ring pretenders to the ducal crown, and reduced his turbulent and imperious ba- 
rons to due fubmiffion ; compelled them to facrifice their mutual animofities to 
the public tranquillity, and eftablifhed his fovercignty on the firmeft bafis. In 
a inoft rigorous adminiftration of juftice he dilplayed the natural feverity of his 
temper, which was well adapted to reftrain the impetuofity of fubjedts whom 
lenity could not foothe to obedience : but, from the fuccels which attended this 
plan of government in his Norman dominions, William was unfortunately led 
to Relieve, that its excellence was not local, but univerfal ; and therefore efta- 
blifhed, as a maxim, that inflexibility of conduit was the firft duty of a fove- 
r6ign. 

Though Edward was fixed in his determination that William fhould fucceed 
him, yet, fearful to promote difturbances by an open avowal of his intentions, 
he never put them in execution. Harold, whofe hopes, which had been damp- 
ed for a time, were now revived by the death of the lawful heir, openly proceed- 
ed to purfue the moil effective meafures for the increafe of his popularity, and 
the eftablifhment of his power. There was . one obftacle, however, in his way 
to the throne, which it feemed difficult to remove. . Earl Godwin, whenreftor- 
ed to his fortune and honours,, had given hoftages for his peaceful and loyal de- 
# m<£anour ; and, among the .reft, was a fon named Ulnoth, and a grandfon named 
Haquin, whom Edward, for greater fecurity, had configned to to the cuftody of 
the duke of Normandy, at whofe court they were ftill detained. 

Though Harold did not know that the duke was his competitor, yet he was 
ftill anxious to procure the liberation of his brother and nephew, from an ap- 
prehenfion, that William might, in favour of Edgar Atheling, retain thefe pledges 

t9 operate as a check on the ambitious pretentions of any other claimant. Hq 
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therefore reprefented to the king, that as Godwin was dead, there could be no 
reafbn for their farther detention ; particularly as his own conduit had afforded 
the ftrongeft teftimony of unfeigned fubmifllon to royal authority, and the 
moil perfect attachment to his prince, and devotion to the fervice of his coun- 
try. But Edward, though inceffantly importuned on the fubjeit, fleadily refut- 
ed to comply with his entreaties, alledging, that his application fliould not be 
addrefTed to him, but to the duke of Normandy, in whole pofleflion the hoftages 
were ; and Harold, at length, perceiving that all attempts to obtain a more fa- 
tisfa&ory anfwer would prove unavailing, defired the king's permiflion to make 
a voyage to the continent, that he might have an opportunity of foliciting the 
duke in perfon, and endeavour to obtain from him the releafe of his kinfmen. 
The requeft was perfectly confonant with the king's wifhes, who did not doubt 
that William would find fome fpecious pretext for detaining him in Normandy, 
or at leafl that he would take fuch meafures as would effectually prevent Ha- 
rold from oppofmg any obftacle to his defign. 

Having obtained the king's confent, Harold, wholly ignorant of his inten- 
tions in favour of William, and confequently unfufpicious of the danger he 
was about to incur, made immediate preparations for his departure, and em- 
barked for Rouen, with a numerous and fplendid retinue ; but, being driven by 
a tempeft on the coaft of Picardy, be was compelled to take refuge in a port, 
fituated in the territories of Guyv Count of Ponthieu ; who, being apprifed of 
his quality, ordered him to be detained as a prifbner, and demanded an exor- 
bitant price for his ranfbm. Fortunately Harold found means to convey intel- 
ligence of his fituation to the duke of Normandy ; to whom he reprefented, that 
the avaricious difpofition of the count of Ponthieu had compelled him to take an 
unfair advantage of a misfortune which had befallen him, as he was proceed- 
ing to the court of Normandy in execution of a. commifiion from the king of 
England, 

The importance of this incident immediately ftruck William in the moft for- 
cible point of view. He forefaw, that, if he could once gain Harold, either 
by threats or promifes, he fliould encounter no farther obftru&ions in his way 
to the throne ; and Edward might then execute, without fear of danger, or 
dread of oppofition, thofe intentions which he entertained in his: favour ; he, 
therefore, difpatched a meffenger to the count of Ponthieu, to demand, in a 
peremptory tone, the liberation of his prifbner j and that nobleman, not dar- 
ing to incur the difpleafure of fo powerful a prince, delivered Harold into the 
hands of his emiffary, who conduced him to Rouen- 
William received Harold with every poffible demonftration of refpeit, and the 
moft cordial marks of friendftiip ; but, being acquainted with his ambitious proje&s,- 
he was at a lofs in what manner to proceed ; whether to deftroy him as a dangerous^ 
competitor, or to fecure him as a powerful friend. By the adoption of the firft 

3nea&re ? he. mull have made a premature declaration of his own views, .whkJi; 
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it was his intereft to conceal: befides, the deftruttion of a noblehian, fo univer- 
fally efteemed, might have occafloned a rupture between the Englifh and Nor- 
mans, which muft have entirely fruftrated any meafures the king might wifh to 
purfue, in order to enfure him the fucceffion ; and had Edward died, during a 
war, it was even impoflible he fhould leave the kingdom to a prince by whom 
it was actually attacked. Harold, moreover, being entrufted with the govern- 
ment of Weffex and Kent, all the forts in the fouthern parts of the ifland were 
in pofTeffion of his immediate dependants, who would doubtlefs defend them to 
the laft extremity againft his affaffin ; a circumftance alone fufficient to create a 
formidable obftruftion to the defigns of the duke. 

Thefe conflderations, added to the uncertainty of the advancement which 
Harold had made in the affe&ions of the Englifh, and, confequently, of the pro- 
bability that exifted of fucceeding in his attempts, induced William to adopt the 
lefs defperate mode of endeavouring to enfnare his friendfhip, though it was 
liable to objections equally valid, and was attended with equal danger: for, by 
communicating his intentions to Harold, he afforded him an ample opportunity of 

defeating them. He was willing, however, to believe, that, by fo extraordinary 
a proof of his confidence, he fhould excite the generofity of Harold to make a 
fuitable return ; and, therefore, after evincing a difpofition to comply with his 

requeft, in delivering up the hdftages, he took an opportunity of difclofing to 
him the important fecret of his pretentions to the crown of England, and of the 
will which Edward intended to make in his favour. This dilcovery was fol- 
lowed by the exprefliori of an earrieft defire that Harold would affift him in efla- 
blifliing his claims ; and by a folemn afTurance that, in return for fb great an* 
obligation, he would comply with the fuggeftions of unbounded gratitude in 
fupporting the prefent unrivalled grandeur of Harold and his family ; which, he 
remarked, would with difficulty fuftain itfelf againft the jealous and inveterate 
averfion of Edward, but could not fail to receive a confiderable increafe from 
a fueceflbr who would be fo highly indebted to him for his elevation. He gave' 
him to underftand, at the fame time, that he was not unacquainted with his own 
ambitious views ; and endeavoured to imprefs his mind with a juft fenfe of the 
extreme difficulty with which an attempt to obtain his ends would be infallibly 
attended. To divert Harold from his purpofe, he expreffed to him, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the determined oppofition he muft naturally expett to incur, as 
well from Edgar Atheling, as from the Englifh nobility, who would not fail to 
regard his ambition with an eye of jealoufy. He made ufe of an argument ftill 
more forcible, by plainly telling him that, fhould fortune prove fo far favourable 
as to enable him to furmount every other obftacle, he would ftill find a refolute 
_ enemy in himfelf, who was amply pofTeffed of every requifite for undertaking 
a long and obftinate conteft, and whom no confi deration of danger or difficulty 
could deter from enforcing a claim which he conceived to be founded in juftke.- 
Xafhoxt, he obferved to him, that by affording his affift^nce he might fecurean, 
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extent of power equalled by none but the royal authority ; whereas, if he re- 
jected his proffered friendfhip, he hazarded the lois of a certain and eftablifhed 
advantage, for an uncertain and precarious profpeft of aggrandilement. 

Harold, though infinitely furprifed at the duke's declaration, poflefled fiifficient 
prefence of mind to be fenfible of the danger he fliould incur by a peremptory 
refufal to favour his pretentions ; he therefore feigned to be convinced by the 
reafons which the duke had alledged to deter him from the puriuit of his pro- 
ject; and, affuming a tone of hypocrify juftly adapted to the occafion, confetfed 
to William, with a plauiive appearance of candour, that, before the arrival of 
prince Edward, as the king was without heirs, he had indeed entertained hopes 
of iucceeding to the crown, from a confeioufnefs that there was no nobleman in 
England whole wealth and lervices could give him fo juft a claim to the affeftion 
and obedience of the people : that, in confequence of fuch hopes, he had even 
proceeded to take certain meafures, which had afforded him the faireft proipeft 
of fuccefs ; but that the arrival of the lawful heir to the throne had induced him 
to change his intentions, as he had been anxious to receive the crown as the free 
gift of the people, and not to feize it as an ufurper. He added, that, fxnee he 
was acquainted with the pretentions of William, and the pleafure of his fove- 
reign, he fliould think it his duty to promote them ; as he would much rather that 
the kingdom fliould fall under the dominion of a prince who was able to defend 

it, than under that of a child, whofe infant imbecility gave but little hopes of 
improvement- 

William, to attach him more firmly to his inter eft, offered him one of his 
daughters in marriage ; but the princefs not being yet arrived at years of matu- 
rity, the confummation of the marriage was deferred to a future period. He 
alfo required Harold to take a folemn oath to adhere flriclly to the promife he 
had made ; and, in order to render it more facred and binding, had recourfe to 
an artifice which conveys a juft idea of the ignorance and fuperftition of the 
times— he ordered the relics of fonxe of the moft revered martyrs and faints to 
be privately conveyed beneath the altar on which Harold had confented tofwearj 

and, when the oath was taken, expofed them to his view, with an earneft exhor* 
tation to obfervemoft religioufly an engagement contracted under fuch aufpices, 
and ratified by fo tremendous a fan&ion : the duke then difmilfedhim, with great 
profeflions of friendfhip and future protection ; having firft delivered to him his 
nephew Haquin, and promifedto bring over his brother Ulnoth, when he fliould 
go to England himfelf. 

Harold was no fooner at liberty, than he conceived himfelf authorifed to vio- 
late an oath, which had been extorted by fear, and which, if fulfilled, might tend 
to operate the fubjeftion of his native country to the domination of a foreigner- 
He determined to take advantage of the confidence that had been repofed in 
him, the. more effeftually to fruftrate the defigns of the duke of Normandy. He 
exerted the utraofl diligence andafikluity in increafing the number of his j>artizanSj 
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and fpared no pains to fecure the efteem of the people. If, hitherto, he had 
really experienced any fcruples of co.nfcience from an attempt to ufurp the crown, 
to the exclufion of the lawful heir, he now conceived himfelf to be totally ex- 
empt from any imputation of injuftice to Edgar Atheling ; as, even fhould he 
forego his pretentions, the fucceliion of that prince would be effectually impeded 
by the interpofition of William. He, therefore, ftrenuoufly endeavoured to re- 
concile the minds of the Englifli to his own elevation to the regal dignity: he re- 
vived their ancient averfion to the Normans, and, by an oftentatious difplay of 
his influence and power, fought to deter the wavering and timorous Edward 

from executing his intended will in favour of his Norman competitor. 

The king, advanced in years and opprefled with infirmities, made no attempt 

projects. Accordingly, on his death, which happened at the 
commencement of the year 1066, the crown was, by the unanimous voice of the 
people, conferred on Harold, who proved himfelf worthy to wear it, by a dis- 
play of wifdom, vigour, moderation, and juftice, that promifed to fecure the 
happinefs of his fubje&s, andthe welfare of the ftate. The duke of Normandy, 
enraged at the fuccefs of his rival, made a vow, that he fhould experience the 
moft dreadful effefts of his indignation ; but, that his attempt might be fanftioned 
by fome colour of juftice, he fent ambaffadors to England, to reproach Harold 
with a violation of his oath, and to demand, in a peremptory tone, the immedi- 
ate refignation of the throne which he had ufurped, threatening him with imme- 
diate war in cafe of a refufaL To this infolent fummons, Harold juftly replied, 
that William could have no poflible pretenfions to the crown of England; that, 
if the late king had really made a will in his favour, it could be of no effeft, as 
the laws of the land exprefsly forbade him to difpofe of the liberties of his fubje&s 
according to thefuggeftions of his own caprice ; and that they had exprefsly pro- 
vided againft the fucceflion of a foreigner : that, for his part, the crown had been 
conferred on him by the unanimous fuffrages of the people, whofe favour he 
fhould deferve to forfeit, were he capable of betraying the deareft interefts of 
the nation, which had been configned to his care; that, with regard to the oath, 
with the violation of which his ambaffadors had dared to upbraid him, it had 
been extorted by a well-grounded fear of perfonal violence, and could, there- 
fore, never be regarded as obligatory. Finally, he gave the duke to underftand, 
that, if he made any attempt to enforce his claim, he would find the Englifli 
ready to defend their liberties to the laft extremity, under a monarch who, con- 
fcious of the importance of the truft repofed in him, was determined that his 
reign fhould end but with his life. 

William, on receiving this rcfolute anfwer, made the moft formidable prepa- 
rations for war. Though fully aware of the clangers that muft inevitably attend 
this important enterprife, he fuffered the voice of prudence to be filenccd by 
the diftates of refentment; and, fubftitu ting ambition for juftice, determined to 

furmount every obftacle that fhould be oppofed to his progrefs* 

1 
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' He found his hopes of fuccefs on the confideration, that the long period of tran- 
quillity which England had enjoyed,for the fpace of near half a century, mufthave 
cfTentially enervated its inhabitants ; that the Englifh foldiers muft be confe- 
quently devoid of difcipline, and the officers of experience. He knew that the 
kingdom was wholly unprovided with fortified towns, which afforded an oppor- 
tunity of prolonging a war ; and that one decifive attion muft, therefore, de- 
termine its fate. He was, moreover, willing to believe, that, as Harold had af- 
cended the throne in dired oppofition to the will of the late monarch, he was 
not fo firmly feated on it, but that the lead commotion might occafion a revolt 
that would prove fatal to his authority. 

ImprefTed with thefe ideas, he haftened the equipment of his fleet ; and the 
fame of the intended invafion being already diffufed over the neighbouring 
kingdoms, great numbers of powerful noblemen, allured by the reputation which 
William had acquired by his military conduft, repaired to his ftandard, accom- 
panied by their vafTals and dependents. But Conan, count of Brittany, who 
was the avowed enemy of William, embraced this favourable opportunity ot 
advancing a frivolous claim to the duchy of Normandy, which he prepared to 
enforce by marching a powerful army into the Norman territories. 

The duke, aware that a defeat at the prefent critical period muft: effectually 
fruftrate his defigns upon England, propofed terms of accommodation to the 
count ; but thefe being reje&ed with difdain, William was compelled to prepare 
for deciding the difpute by the fword ; and as the two armies were nearly equal 
in numbers, a defperate engagement was expetfed to enfue, when the death of 
Conan, who died fuddenly, very opportunely prevented the efiufion of blcod. 

Some hiftorians affirm that this nobleman waspoifoned by his chamberlain, at 
the inftigation of William ; an afTertion which acquires a great femblance of 
probability from a due confideration of all the relative circumflances ; though 
it is not fufficiently afcertained to enable us to vouch for its authenticity. 

Hoel, the brother-in-law, and flicceffor of Conan, deviated from the prudent 

policy of his predeceffor, and not only concluded a peace with the duke of 

Normandy, but fcnt his eldeft fon, Alain Fergeant, to join him with a body of 

five thoufand Bretons. The counts of Anjou, Poiftou, Maine, and Boulogne, 

alio engaged to fupply him with troops and tranfports, on condition of being 

repaid for their fervices by a flipulated portion of land, after the conqucft with 
England- ' 

William had even the audacity to apply fpr aff fiance to France ; and Bald- 
win, rather through fear than friendfhip, permitted him to levy troops in the 
dominions of Philip, and even fupplied him with a fnm of money. Kenry the 
Fourth, emperor of Germany, not only gave permiffion to his vafTals to embark 
in this expedition, on which the eyes of all Europe were fixed, but folemnly 
engaged to protect the duchy of Normandy from infult or invafion during the 
abienceof William^ who was thereby enabled to employ his whole force in 
<pnter|)rife, - ■ . . • - ■ ' 
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But an ally of flill greater importance, whom William had found the means 
of winning over to his interefl, was the pope, whofe influence on the minds of 
the people, in thofe days of darknefs and fuperftition, was imrnenle. Far from 
confining his cares to the due performance of his fpiritual duties, and the falu- 
tary regulation of his church, this afpiring prelate affumed the right to inter- 
pofe in all fecular tranfattions, and to aft as a defpotic arbiter in the difputes of 
monarchs ; not merely with a laudable view, of enforcing 'harmony, but, too 
frequently, for the malignant purpofe of lighting the torch of difcord, and affor- 
ding a fanftion to injuftice. Alexander the Second, who now enjoyed the pa- 
pal dignity, highly pleafed by William's appeal to his tribunal, and his offer to 
hold the kingdom of England as a fief of the apoflolic fee, determined to e£ 
poufe his quarrel ; hoping too, by that means, to extend his influence to Eng- 
land, which flill maintained a certain degree of independence in its ecolefiafti- 
cal government, and had, hitherto, ftrenuoufly refilled thofe exorbitant claims 
by which the grandeur of the papacy was fupported. Urged by thefe potent 
confiderations, without giving himfelf time to invefligate the juflice and validity 
of William's claim, he openly declared in favour of it ; and, to infpire the 
Normans with confidence, fent the duke a confecrated banner, a golden Agnus 
Dei, and one of Saint Peter's hairs fet in a ring ; while, on the other hand, he 
attacked his adverfary, Harold, with the artillery of the church, denouncing ex- 
communication againfl him and all his adherents. 

Though this concurrence of favourable circumflances had removed many ob- 
ftacles which had oppofeel themfelves to William's defigns, by affording a colour 
of juflice to his proceedings, and thereby difpelling the doubts of fome, who 
were deterred, by fcruples of confciencc,- from engaging in his caufe; yet one 
elTential difficulty flill remained to be obviated : this confifted in the means of 
raifing a fufficient fum of money to defray the enormous expences df So vaft an 
undertaking. He, at fir ft, had recourfe to the ordinary mode of convening an 
afTembly of the flatesof Normandy, which, accordingly, met at Lillebonne ; but, 
when he demanded their permiffion to raife the neceflary fupplies by means of a 
general impoft, they unanimoufly refufed to comply with his requeft, from a 
judicious preference of the happinefs and repofe of their country to the dange- 
rous gratification of their fovereign's ambition ; for they plainly forefaw, that, 
if William fucceeded in his defigns, Normandy would infallibly become a pro- 
vince of England; and that, if he failed in his attempt, the duchy muft long 
feel the effefts of his defeat. They therefore reprefented to him that the late 
wars having nearly exhaufled the principality, both of men and money, they 
were fo far from being able to attempt new conquefls, that they fhould even 
find great difficulty in defending their own territories againfl the attacks of any 
powerful invader. They added, that though the claims of William might be 
founded in juflice, they were not aware of any advantage that could poffibly 
accrue to their country from the enterprife : nor were they obliged to ferve ia 
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foreign expeditions, in which the intereft of Normandy was not immediately 
concerned* 

The duke, finding there- was no probability of fucceeding with the ftates, re- 
folved on a feparate application to the mod wealthy individuals of the province ; 
and, beginning with thofe in whom he could place the firmeft reliance,. obtained, 
by degrees, the requifite fum for the equipment of his armament. 

The counts of Longueville and Mortaigne afforded him great affiftance in this 
negociation. Odo, bifhop of Bayeux, brother to the duke, fitted out forty vef- 
fels at his own expenfe ; William Fitz-Ofborne, count of Breteuil, and confta-' 
ble of the duchy, provided a fimilar number, and the bifhop of Mons fupplied 
him with thirty. The example of thefe noblemen was followed by many others ; 
and the ftates, finding it in vain to perfift in refufmg the required affiftance, as 
without it he would be enabled to put his project in execution, at laft confented 

to grant his requefK 

William had, by this time, collefted a fleet of three thoufand vefTels, and af- 
fembled an army of fixty thoufand chofen men; among which were more thaa 
five thoufand noblemen, four hundred and fifty of whom were of the firft rank. 
The moft celebrated were Guy, count of Ponthieu ; Alain Fergeant, count of 
Dol ; Amaury, vifcount of Thouars ; the lords of Vetre, Chateaugiron, Gael y 
<and Loheac ; all of them Bretons.. The chief of the Normans were Odo, bi- 
Ihop of Bayeux ; the count of Mortaigne and his fon, GeofTry de Rotrou ; Roger, 
count of Beaumont, and his fon Robert ; the count of Longueville ; with the 

lords of Avranches, Touques, Etouteville, Arques, Gournay, and Saint Sauveur 
de Cotentin, an bid general of eighty 7 who. was. refolved to terminate a life of 
glory in the field of honour. There were alfb Euftace, count of Boulogne ; 
Hugh, count of Eftaples William Fitz-Richard, count of Evreux; William 
de Warrenne; Hugh de Grantmefnil ; Charles Martel; Roger de Montgomery, 
;and Walter Giffard. To thefe courageous chieftains William promifed the 
fpoils of England,, as a reward for their valour j and, pointing to the Britifli 
coaft, told them that was the field in which they muft render their names in>- 
mortal, and procure to themfelves honourable eftablifhments. / 
, William had collefted his fleet early in the fummer of 1066, but was pre- 
vented from failing by contrary winds, and different incidents,, till the month of 
-September, when it fet fail from the harbour of Saint Valori ; and, after a fortu- 
nate pafTage, arrived at Pevenfey, in SufTex, on Michaelmas-day, when the army 
was difembarked without the fmalleft oppofition, as a large fleet, which Harold 
• had afTembled, and which had cruized off thelfle of Wight during the fummer,, 
had been difiniffed, on a falfe report that William had difcontinued his pre- 

- parations. 

After publifliing a manifefto, as falfe as his claims were frivolous, lie advanc- 
ed to the vicinity of Haftings, where he was met by the Englifh army, undexr 

tjsjp command pf Harold and his valiant, brothers ; the fatal battle was fought om 
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the fourteenth of O&ober, and, after an obftinate and bloody conflict, which 
lafted from morning till night, William, by an artifice, fecured that viftory, 
which decided the fate of England. The death of Harold left this foreign 
ufurper in pofleffion of the field — and of the kingdom ; and the fceptre of Bri- 
tain, which had been fwayed by the Anglo-Saxons for more than fix hundred 
years, was now transferred to the hand of a Norman. 

A.D. 1067.] Thepowerwhich William acquired by this new conqueft, afforded 
jiift fubjeft of alarm to all the neighbouring princes, who. repented, when too 
late, their own weaknefs, in ijot oppofmg his efforts. King Philip, young as 
he was, conceived that a crowned vafTalwas an objeft of apprehenfion ; and he 
loudly cenfured the regent, who had aflifted the duke of Normandy with mo- 
ney and troops. But Baldwin did not long furvive this event : his death was 
a. great lofs to the kingdom which he governed with confummate prudence ; and 
a flill greater to the youthfnl monarch, who now became his own mafter, at 
an age when the underftanding is- generally weak, and the pafiidns are ftrong. 
Philip was then but fifteen ; and, according to the ancient law of the realm, 
the king was not of age till he was twenty-one. It does not appear, however, 
that any other regent was named. The firft expedition of the new monarch 
was into Flanders, whither refped for the memory of Baldwin reduced him to 
carry his arms. 

It had long been a cuftom with the counts of Flanders to re£pe& the rights of 

primogeniture, fo far as to leave all their dominions to the eldeft fon, to the 

total exclufion the younger children. The regent left two fons, Baldwin the 
Sixth, who fuccecded him ; and Robert, who, according to the romantic ideas 
of the age*, was fent to feek his fortune on the Spanifh coaft. He landed in 
Gallicia ; and, after making a confiderable booty, was compelled to retreat to 
his {hips, and return home. He then went, as a pilgrim, to Conftantinople, 
whither he was invited by fome Norman gentlemen, who had formed a defign 
of making themfclves mailers of Greece. But their project being detected,' 
Robert turned back, with" a firm refolution of eftablifhing himfelf in the vicini- 
ty of Flanders. He accordingly collected what troops he could, and made an 
attack upon Friezeland, which was then governed by Gertrude- of Saxony, wi- 
dow to count Florent, and guardian to her infant fon, Thierri. The Flemifh 

prince, though twice repulfed, renewed his attacks with fuch determined cou- 
rage, that the countefs, fearing that he muft finally fucceed, offered him her 
hand, with the county of Friezeland ; which he accepted, and from thence 
acquired the appellation of Robert the Frifon. 

A. D. 1070.] Such was the ftate of Flanders at the death of the regent of 
France, a prince of ftrong talents, and inflexible integrity. Baldwin the Sixth v 
his fuccefTor, either from jealoufy, ambition, or antipathy to his younger bro- 

* Lambert AflchafF. de reb. Germ, 

Ppa 
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ther, refolvedto deprive him of an eftablifhment, for which he Wasfolely in- 
debted to his courage and good condutiv In vain did Robert fiie for peace,, and' 
folicit his friendfhip *; bent on war, he had recourfe to arms; and a battle en- 
fuing, he paid for his unjuft aud criminal attempt with his life. His t^o fons^ 
Arnoul and Baldwin, being ftill in. their infancy, were incapable of {topping 

the progrefs of the viftor, who eafily made himfelf mafter of his brother's, 
principality. Defpoiledof their inheritance, they fled, with their mother, Ri- 
childe of Hainault, to the court of France, and implored the protection of Phi- 
lip,, who. received them with kindnefs ; and, raifmg an army, advanced 
againft the ufurper . But, in a decifive battle, near Caflel, the French were de- 
feated;, and the young? count, . Arnoul, periflied in the action. Robert, by no 
means elated with his victory, was ftill eager to obtain the friendftiip of Philip ; 
who accepted the profFerred alliance, and even confented to marry. Bertha 7 
daughter to his wife Gertrude, by Florent, count of Friezeland. Young Bald- 
win being thus abandoned by France, was compelled to content himfelf with 
the.diftrift of Hainault, and the title of count, and to leave his uncle in the 
peaceable enjoyment of Flanders. 

A* D. 1073.] The church of Ron^e was, at this time, governed by the fa- 
mous Hildebrand, a man of low extraction, formerly a monk of Cluni, after- 
wards a cardinal, and at length, on the death of Alexander the Second, pro- 
moted, to the papal, digpity, under the appellation of Gregory the Seventh. 
This turbulent and alpiring pontiff, . not content with the arbitrary, exercife of 
his ipiritual authority ,. laid claim to univerfal dominion ; norfufFered his enter- 
prifing. genius to be reftrained by fear, decency, or moderation. His impious 

zeal engendered more infurredtions, andcaufed a greater effufion of blood, than 

the ambition of the moft fanguinary tyrants. u He neglected nothing*," fays 
Pafquier, 6 c which, either arms, the pen, or fpiritual cenfures, could, effedt, hi: 
u order to promote the advantage of the papacy, and the difadvantage of fo- 
u vereign princes," He was thefirft who dared to advance the dangerous doc- 
trine, that the pope had a right to depofe emperors, and to abfolve fubje&s from 
their oaths of allegiancet. At leaft, fuch is the dodtrine, contained in the fa- 
mous publication known by-the name of, dtiiatus papat, becaufeit gave- the par- 
ticulars of the pope's inftru&ions • to his legates. All the circular letters of 
this, pontiff breathe the fame fpirit of arrogance; they contain repeated aflertions . 

* Pafqueir, Recher. de la Fran. c. viii. et xiv. p. 190 et 219. + Epifh 55. Greg. vii. lib. ii. 

J That candour and impartiality by which an hiftorian fliould never ceafe to be fwayed, compel us to 
obferve, that many able critics, particularly Pagi and Father Alexandre, have been decidedly of opinion, 
that the treatife^ entitled, Di&atus Papa;, was not theproduftion of Gregory ; but written by fome of his 
enemies, in order to render him. odious. At this diftance of time, it is almoft impoflible to verify the faft ; 
but we muft remark, that all the circular lettcrs f fent by that pontiff to the different biftiops, breathe the* 
fame fpirit, and contain the fame pernicious doftrinc of fpiritual authority over temporal concerns ; and 

certain it is, that the conduft of Gregory was well calculated to imprcfs a belief, that the publication in 

queftion was really compofed by him, 
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that bifhops are fuperior to kings, and are made to judge them ; a precept to 

which his praftice was ftriftly conformable. 

He excommunicated and depofed Bolefiaus, king of Poland, and even took 
from that country the title of kingdom. The emperor of Conftantinople alfo 
received an order from the imperious pontiff* 'to abdicate a throne which he had* 
ufurped. The princes of Calabria, in order to avoid the thunders' of* the 
church, were compelled to take an oath of fidelity to the pope, and to hold their 
territories as fiefs of the holy feet. Iii his letters to -Man afles, archbifh'op of 
Rheims, and to fome other French prelates, he fays — " Your king is a tyrant, 
u unworthy to fway the fceptre: his life is palled in infamy and crimet." 
Thefe infolent expreflions are followed by his ufual threat of excommunication. 
But this was only the prelude to his daring attempts upon France. His legates 
foon received- orders to exa A from the French an annual tribute|| of a filver de«* 
nier, for every houfe in the kingdom, which was equivalent to the Peter-Pence 
paid by- the Englifh. Philip,' however, treated this audacious demand with the 
contempt it deferved. 

Spain - was- treated with ftill greater arrogance. " You cannot hit know%'" 
faid he, in his letters to the chriftian princes of that country, " that Saint Peter 
u is liege lord of all your petty /rates , a?zd that they are the Jble property of the holy 
u apoflolic fee. They had better be in the hands of the Saracens^ than- not pay 
u due homage to the vicar of J ejus Chrijl. Toumufl have learned from your fa- 
C4r thers^ y (tpeaking to Solomon, king of a country but juffc converted to chrifti- 
anity) u that Hungary is a domain of the church of Rome. Be affiired^ you will ' ex- 
c c perienceher indignation^ unle/s you acknowledge that you derive your authority from * 
" the pope " The duke of Bohemia paid him an annual tribute of a hunched 
marks of filver, for permiffion to wear a mitre. Sardinia; Dalmatia, and Ru£- 
fia, were, he maintained, all fiefs of the triple crown. u Tour Jbnf* fays he, in 
a letter to king-Demetrius*^, " has declared that hewifhes to receive the crown 
u [from our hands ; this deynand appearing to us to be founded' in juftke, we hccve 
u given him your kingdom on the part of Saint Peter." 

But Henry the Fourth, emperor of Germany, was more haraffed by the dar- 
ing pretenfions of this turbulent prieft, than any of the other princes. 'Under a 
pretence that he fold ecclefiaftical benefices and dignities, the pope fummoned 
him to appear at Rome, to anfwer the accufations that were preferred againffc 
him. Henry had juft returned from a glorious expedition into Saxony, when 
he received this ftrange citation. Inftead of anfwering it, he afTembled a fynod 
at Worms, at which the pontiff was condemned and depofed. Gregory, on his* 
part; convened <a council, and pronounced the following anathema; u On the 
u 'part of the Omnipotent God^ I forbid Henry to govern the kingdoms of G er- 

■ 

* Mabill. Praef. 2, torn. ix. p. 28. f L. viii. Epift. Greg. Poft. Primam Epift. % Epift. 32. 3 c. 1. ii. 
11 Greg. Epift. 23. § L. i. Epift. 6. 7. 1. 6. Epilt. 28. 5 L. ii. Epift. 28. _** L. vi. 'Epift. 24. 
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fuch was the darknefs and ignorance of the age I— to arm the whole empire a- 
gainit its chief. Henry foon found himfelf furrounded by an army of rebels, 
who, with the pope's bull in their hand, compelled him to promife, that he would 
retire to Spires, and there live in the capacity of a private citizen, without at- 
tempting to dif charge any of the funftions of royalty, till fuch time as Gregory 
fhould repair to Augfbourg, in order to prefide at the court of princes and pre- 
lates who were to try their fovereign. To avert a fentence fo degrading, the 

emperor refolved to afk abfblution of the pope ; who was then at Canofla, near 



Reg 



imper 



Henry 



accordingly repaired to that fortrefs, wholly unattended, with his feet naked, and 
his body enveloped in fackcloth. He was flopped at the gate, and ordered to 
faft for three days. At length he was admitted to kifs the pontiff's feet, on con- 
dition that he would fhow a perfect fiibmiffion to his will, and repair to Augf- 
bourg, there to wait his pleafure. 

But the Lombards, moved at the ftate of humiliation to which this young 
prince, who had frequently fignalized his courage and conduct in the field of vic- 
tory, was reduced by the impious arrogance of an afpiring piieft, promifed to 
aflifl him in the recovery of his dignity, provided he would break the difgrace- 
ful engagement he had juft contrafted. In confequence of this unexpected flic- 
cour, the face of affairs was fpeedily changed, and Gregory was befieged in the 



fortrefs 



inflexible 



vifh of his threats and excommunicationst, and had even fuflicient credit to pro- 



mote 



whom 



tin verfe, containing a fhipid play upon words .-r 

* 

cc Petra dedit Petro, Petrns diadcma Rodolpho. 



9> 



As foon as Henry was apprifed of this revolt, he haftened into Germany, 
where, notwithftanding the fpiritual thunder of the pope, who condemned him to 
have no Jlrength in battle, and to gai?i no vifioryX^ he fought and defeated his ri- 
val. The ufurper, being mortally wounded by Godfrey of Bouillon, acknow- 
ledged, Qn his death-bed, that he was juftly puqifhed for having taken up arms 

ggainft his lawful fovereign, 

f D^mbert, p. 240. + Hift. Bel, Sax. p. 135. J Tom. x, Cone, p, 38U 
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The emperor then returned to Italy, and laid (lege to Rome. He took with 
him a new pope, who had been elefted under his aufpices, at Mayence. This 
was Guibert, archbifliop of Ravenna*, afterwards known by the appellation of 
Clement the Third. The city was taken ; but Gregory efcaped and went to end 
his days in exile at Salerno. Had this fpiritual Alexander, whofe ambition foar- 
ed beyond the fcanty limits of the world, lived in a more enlightened age, it i^ 
probable that he would either have been confined on the plea of infanity, or that 
his criminal enterprifes would have met their juft reward on a fcaffold* 

In times of darknefs and fuperftition, that the moll atrocious crimes, when 
veiled beneath the fpecious mafic of piety, acquire a different complexion, and 
are confidered as worthy of imitation and praife, is a fa& that rather incurs 
pity, than excites aftonifhment ; but, when the film of prejudice is removed, 
when the judgment ceafes to beobfcured, and the mind is no longer bound by 
local ties, or private partialities, that then the infamy, which for ages has attached 
to vicious characters, fhould be done away by the mere fdrce of words, and 
the powers of fophifhy, is a matter of deep concern, that leads us to lament the 
depradation, or, at leafl, the grofs mifapplication of genius and ability. Hilde- 
brand and Becket, have both found a champion, in the eighteenth century ! ! I 
A champion who has devoted his fplen did 'talents, not to the mere tafk of palli- 
ation, but to the converilon of abfolute crimes into a<5tive virtues. With regard 
to Hildebrand, it has been urged, that he aimed at univerfal dominion, for the' 
fole purpofe of promoting a reformation of manners, 'which was generally 
wanting, and of enforcing and extending the precepts of chriftianity and the 
practice of piety. Admitting this to have been his motive, his conduct was Jb 
far laudable * f ftill, however, the means he adopted for the execution of his plan, - 
were inconfiftent with his ftation, and deteftable from their immediate effe&sY 
Befides, how can his endeavours to extend a defpotic authority over all temporal 
concerns be reconciled with the exprefs declaration of that Being, whofe vicar* 
he profefled himfelf to be — that his kingdoms as not of this world f or how will the 
- arrogant and prefumptuous language of Gregory be made to fquare with the 
meeknefs and humility of Chrift \ Can treafon, perjury, rebellion, and murder,, 
be proper inftruments for enforcing obedience to a God of mercy and peace f 
But, we are told, what we now confider as vice had formerly a different de- 
nomination, and that in appreciating crimes, we fliould always confider the age 
and country in which they were committed — to this we reply — that truth and 
virtue are fixed and immutable ; confined to no age ; peculiar to no* foil ; attach-* 
ed to no party. Their precepts are plain and fimple ; eorre&ly defined, and- . 
eafily underftood ; though fophiftry may difguife, it can never fubvert them. 
Their nature ever was, is, and ever will be the fame. Were it poffible to 
change it, the firmeft bond of fotial harmony would be difTolved ; and every 

* Acla ap. Boll. c. jii. torn 1 7.- 
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crime admit of juftification. The abbe Velly has obferved, not unjuftly, that 

the misfortunes of Gregory may be chiefly afcribed to his ignorance of the pro- 
per boundaries of fpiritual authority, and to his having arrogated to himfelf a 
power over temporal matters, that Jems Chrift never granted, either direclly 
or indirectly, to any of his difciples. This bold affumption gave rife to nume- 
rous wars, that were attended with a vaft eftufion of blood, and a long train of 

calamities both to church and ft ate. 

The difpute between the emperor and the Sovereign pontiff induced all the 
fovereigns of Europe to take proper precautions againft the daring and dange- 
rous power of the pope*. Such precautions, if Pafquier may be credited, had 
long been adopted in France. " We have had/' fays that author, cc from the 

three proportions which have ferved us as a fhield. The firft 
is, that the king of -France cannot be excommunicated by the authority of 
the pope: the fecond, that the pope has no jurifdi&ion or power over the 
" temporalities of kings: — the laft, that the general and univerfal council is 

* c fuperior to the pope K" . 

An infurre&ion of the inhabitants of Mans, called William the Norman from 
England, to reduce the rebels to fubmiflion. This talk was no {boner accom- 
plilhed, than he was obliged to turn his arms againft Ralph de Guader, a Bre* 

ton, -who had taken refuge in the city of Dol, whither William purfued him, 
and laying liege to the place, fwore that he would not delift till he had . taken 
it, and. gained polTeffion of his enemy. But he was compelled to violate his 
oath, for the king . of France, together withHoel count of Brittany, having fent 
a formidable body of troops to the affiftance of Ralph, he was obliged to raife 
,the fiege, and relinquilh his enterprife. Nor was this the only repulfe which 
•William-experienced ; an event that occurredabout this time was attended with 
much greater difgr ace and mortification . 

-Robert, his eldeft fon, furnamed Gambaroti, or Conrt-hofe^ from his Ihort legs, 
was a prince who inherited his -father's courage without his diffimulation. Be- 
ing impatient of controul, he was prompted to alpire to an early independence; 
and fever al circumft an ces : had occurred to favour his defign. When William, 
received the lubmiffions of the province of 'Maine, he had promifed the inha- 
* bitantsthat he would appoint Robert to govern them ; and, previous to his firft 
' embarkation for England, while he was Soliciting fuccours from the French, he 
had exprefsly declared, that if his defigns upon that country met with fuccefs, 



him in the duchy of Normandy. This artful 



■ 



ration was intended to quiet the jealoufy of his neighbours, who were fearful 
that he would acquire too great an extent of territory : but when Robert, after 
the acceffion of his father to the. throne of England, had demanded the perfor 



William anfwered, that th 



of 



* Fcf? Daniel, torn, ii. p. 472, t Rechwhcs tfe la France, 1, iii, c, 16, p, 224, 
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his 



him 



part with his hereditary dominions, to which he might , perhaps, be finally, com- 
pelled to retire. This evaiive anfwer ferved his purpofe for a time ; but all 

thole pretended obftacles being now removed, he was compelled to lay afide his 
diflimulation, and to confefs to his fon, that it was his determination not to refign 
any part of his territories during his life. This explicit avowal increafed the 
difcontent of Robert, who made no attempt to conceal his difpleafure ; and 
was ftrongly fufpetted of having inftigated Philip and the count of Brittany to 
that oppofition which had compelled him to raife the fiege of Dol with iuch 
precipitation . 

A. D. 1079.] At length the fignal for war was given ; the young nobility of 

money by his mother 



Normandy and Maine 



Matilda, and thereby enabled to fupport an unnatural cpnteft, which, during 



j 1 

ed his domeftic repofe. 



ominions of William 



foment the divifion, and to 



enlarge the breach which fubfifted between father and fon. 

William, finding his authority in Normandy confiderably diminiflied by the 
attachment of the Norman nobility' tg his fon, was compelled to have recourfe 
to England, where his tyranny had eftablifhed his power on a more folid balls, 
and where the do&rine of paffive obedience had been more fuccefsfully incul- 
cated. An Englifh army was accordingly trarifported' to the continent ; and 
Robert, unable to withftand fo formidable a reinforcement, was compelled to 
leave his father in pofleffionof Normandy, and to retire to the caftle of Gerbe- 
roy, in the Beauvoifis, a retreat which Philip had fecured for him. Here he was 
joined by a great number of French noblemen, who repaired thither with their 
vaflals, to fignalife their courage under the command of a prince who was 
efteemed one of the beft foldiers of- his time, .From thence they ravaged all 



e Vexin Normand, and 
William, to put a ftob 



, purfued his fon, and laid clofe 
great valour. Before the walls of 



beroy there pafled many rencounters, which more 



ments 



riume 



which 



himfelf 



to him ; and, making a furious thruft with his lance, wounded and difmounted 
him at the firft onfet. As he fell, he called out for affiftance, and his voice im- 
mediately difcovered him to be the king, Robert, ftricken with horror at the 
crime he was about to accomplifh, fprang from hishorfe; and, falling on his 
Juiees, moft earneftly entreated his father's forgivenefs. 

William, fturig. with fhame and indignation, did not anfwer the virtuous effu- 

fipns of filial refpeft with an equal return of tendernefsj but. mounting his fon's 
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horfe, departed for his camp, bellowing a malediction, where a. heart lefs fero- 
cious mud have pronounced a pardon. He foon after raifed the fiege, and re- 
turned to Rouen, where, by the importunities of the queen, and the Interpol- 
tionof his nobles, he was prevailed on to liften to a reconciliation with Robert : 
but he did not think it prudent to leave him in Normandy after his own depar- 
ture from that country ; and therefore took him with him to England, under 
the fpecious pretence of entrufting him with the command of an army, which 
he fentto repel the incurfions of the Scots, who had invaded England. . 
. A. D. 1087.] For fome years a perfeft peace prevailed between the French 
and Englifh monarchs ; which was at length interrupted by the account received 
by William of fome idle railleries with which Philip had indulged himfelf at his 
expence. William, who was become extremely corpulent, had been .confined 
for fome weeks to his bed by ficknefs ; which led Philip to exprels a hope, that 
his brother of England would be foon delivered of his great belly, and enabled 
to quit his chamber. This farcafm being reported to the king, threw him into 
a violent paffion, and made him fwear — cc by the fplendour and refurre&ion of 
" God," his ufual oath, that the firft time he fhould go abroad, he would light 
up as many torches at Saint Genevieve, to celebrate his recovery, as fhould give 
but little fatisfattion to Philip ; alluding to the ufual practice, at that time, of 
women after child-birth, who, when they were churched, always prefented a 
certain number of lighted candies. Nor did he fail to put his menace in execu- 
tion j for, immediately on his recovery, he entered the Ifle of France, at the 
head of a powerful army, at a time when the harvefl was ripe for gathering, and 
laid wade the whole country with fire and fword. He laid fiege to Mante 
and, having taken it by afTault, firft plundered the town/and then reduced it 
to afhes, with all the churches andmonafteries it contained. But the deftru&ive 
progrefs of thefe hoftilities was impeded by an accident, which foon after put an 
end to William's exiftence* His horfe, fuddenly ftarting, threw him on the. 
pommel of the faddle, by which he received a dangerous bruife ; and being ex- 
tremely heated at the time, and likewife in a bad habit of body, he began to be 
iipprehenfive of the confequences, and ordered himfelf to be conveyed in a litter 
to the abbey of Saint Gervais, at Rouen, where he expired on the ninth of Sep- 
tember, 1087, in the fixty-third year of his age and the twenty-firft of his reign. 

A. Dv 1 09 1. ] The death of this prince delivered Philip from a formidable 
enemy, and the dominions of the deceafed monarch were contefted by his three 
ions* Of thefe, the fecond, William Rufus, by the dying breath of his father, 
was recommended to the throne of England; but for the poffeffion of it,, he was- 
probably more indebted to the attachment of Eudes, the minifler of the late 
king, who delivered into his hands the royal treafixres,, than to the favourable 
opinion of a Co vereign who had never acquired the affe&ions of his fubje&s* 
Robert, the eldeft, fucceeded to Normandy and Maine ; and to Henry was onjy 

bequeathed a futn of money* Yet Rufas, not content with the awn which 
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Robert had a right to expett, invaded foon after the duchy of Normandy. The 
latter was faintly fupported by Philip of France ; and by theceffion of En, Fef- 
camp, and Cherbourg, purchafed adifadvantageouspeace, which permitted him 
to retain the remainder of his inheritance* 

A. D. 1094, 1095,3 While thefe tranfaftions were pafling in France, the 
kingdom of Spain was a prey to every fpecies of rapine and diforder. The 
Saracens were in pofTeffion of Lufitania, Murcia, Andalufia, Valentia, Grana*- 
da, and Torbofa ; and their territories extended beyond the mountains of Cat- 
tile and SaragofTa. The chriftians had only Auftria, apart of- Old Caftile, 
Barcelona, one half of Catalonia, Navarre, and a fmall portion Arrogon. Too 
weak to oppofe, by themfelves, the power of the Muffelmans, they frequent- 
ly implored the aid of France, and Philip fent feveral armies to their affiftance. 
William, duke of Aquitaine, and Hugh, duke of Burgundy, particularly fig- 
nalized their zeal and courage in thefe pious expeditions*, whence they return- 
ed laden with wealth and glory • But, of all the French princes who diftin- 
guifhed themfelves on this occafion, only one laid the foundation of a lafting 
eftablifhment. This was Henry, fon to Robert, duke of Burgundy, great 
grandfon to Hugh Capet, who difplayed fo much valour, and rendered fuch 
important fervices to Alphonfo the Sixth, king of Caftile that that monarch 
gave him one of his daughters in marriage, and ceded to him the county of 
-Porto , which the Spaniards had juft conquerecL from the Moors. From him are 
defcended the prefent royal family of Portugal, a name which was fiibftituted 
for Lufitania, and which was taken from the towns of Porto and Gale, both of 
•which were rebuilt by the French conquerer. _ 

The tranquillity which prevailed in France afforded ieifure to Philip to pur- 
fiie thofe pleafures to which he was naturally addicted ; unfortunately they were 
not calculated to amufe, but to enervate, the mind. The queen had, by 
this time, loft her powers of pleafing ; and the king, though he had feveral 
children by her, was refolved to procure a divorce. A diftant and doubtful 
degree of confanguinity afforded the pretence, and the unhappy princefs, ba^ 
niflied to Montr euil, expired of a broken heart. 

The king of France next demanded in marriage Emma, the daughter of 
count Roger, brother to Robert Guifchard, duke of Sicilyt. The lady, rich- 
ly adorned with jewels, and liberally portioned, was efcorted to the French 
court, but, to the difgrace of Philip does the hiftorian record, that Emma was 
difmiffed, and her fortune retained. His paffions had been inflamed by Ber- 
•trade de Montfort, the wife of Fulk, count of Anjou, who, with the affiftance 
of the king, had fupplanted his elder brother Geoffry. This woman was en- 
dowed with a great portion of fenfe j but her ambition was inordinate : fhe was 
imperious or fupple, grave or gay, prude or coquette, according to the tafte 

t Jiift. Franc. Frag, apud Duch, torn, iv. p. 88, 99. - f Hift. Robert Guifchard, p. 106. 
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of her lover. It was with the y gre at eft regret that fhe had confented to facri- 
fice her youth to an infirm old, man, h in temper morofe, and oppreffed with diC- 
cafe. The moment flie.was apprifed of the king's divorce, (he fent a perfon 
in whom flie could confide, with'aprppofal to her fovereign to carry her off and 
then marry. her* :' She 'relied for fuccefs on the fame of her charms ; and the 
event juftified her confidence. The bifhop of Bayeux was bafe enough to mar- 
ry them*, .and was richly rewarded .for the degrading tafk ; but, fo flagrant a 
violation ;of celery mord and ' civil tie, could not efcape the cenfure of pope 
Urban the Second. In a council holden at Autun, afehtence of excommunica- 
tion was pronounced againft the king, unlefs he parted from Bertrade j his rea- 
dy promiie of fubmiflion averted, or rather fufpended, the thunders of the Va- 
tican. But the death of Bertha induced him to recall Bertrade, who was fo- 

lemnly crowned by two French bifhops. Pafcal the Second, who had fucceed- 
ed Urban in the chair of St. Peter, immediately fent two cardinals into France 
.with orders; to affemble . a council at Poi&iers, for the purpofe of renewing the 
cenfures of the church. But the face of affairs was now efTentially chan- 
gedt; Philip had recovered his liberty by the death .of his wife the count of 
Anjou had acknowledged that his own marriage was defective ; the prelates 
exclaimed loudly againft the > arrogance of the fovereign pontiff, who afTumed 
an abfolute authority over the affairs of France ; and the nobles began to be 

aware of the danger that muft accrue to themfelves, if the court of Rome was 

permitted to extend her encroachments. William the Eighth, count of Poi- 
tiers and duke, of JVquitaine, who publicly kept ainiftrefs, was moft violent in 
his opposition to the proceedings .of the legates. He declared, before all the 
members of the council, that he would never fuffer his fovereign to be excom- 
municated in his prefence ; and, finding his endeavours to counteract their :de- 
figns fruitlefs and unavailing, he left the church, followed by a few of the^bir 
ihops, feveral of the nobles, and a part of the people, who treated the pope's mi- 
xiifters with great indignity. They even proceededto a<fts of violence : a Hone was 
thrown at one of the cardinals, which broke the head of aprieft that fat at his 
lide. All then was clamour and tumult. Moft of the bifhops fled with pre- 
cipitation; but fome remained, and the legates ftayed to pronounce the fentence 
of excommunication againft the king. 

It muft . not, liowever, be fuppofed, that, as fome authors have afTerted, the* 
throne was declared vacant, the French were abfolved from their oath of fide- 
lity, or that the kingdom was laid under aninterdift. This opinion was probably 
founded on the mode which then prevailed, of dating public deeds — done in the 
relg?i of Jefns Chrift, reigning in France ; but it has been demonftrated by wri- 
ters of exjiinencet, that, long before this divorce, Philip made ufeof this pious 
form 5 and that it was often employed as well before as finee his time. Sen- 

• Orderk. Vatal. p. 669. + Condi. Pia^torn. x. Condi. t Belli, Blbndcl, Mabillcm 
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vice was performed, as ufual, with the doors of the church. open ; the facra- 
nients were adminiftred ill public ; and the king had even obtained permiffion 
from the bifhops to have mafs faid before him. The only effect of this excom- 
munication was, (if a contemporary author* may be credited, who has given a 
very particular account of it), that the fervice was read in a low voice, and* 
when the king was prefent, with the doors fhut ; and, on folemn feftivals, be 
was no longer crowned by the prelates of his kingdom, except by thofe of Bel- 
gia, who would never confider him as an excommunicated perfont. Stilly how- 
ever, it afforded a plaufible pretext for revolt to fuch of his vafTals as were £0 

difpofed ; for which reafon he refolved to afTociate his fon, Lewis, to the throne 

- — a prince of nineteen, poiTefTed" of great courage, and endued with a portion of 
wifdom that is feldom to be* met with at fo early an age. 

A. D. 1 103, 1 104, 1 105.] While Philip pafTed his hours in the alternate 
enjoyments of love and wine, his kingdom was doomed, by her miferies, to atone 
for the vices of her fovereign. -The barons once more allumed the tone of in- 
dependence; the fcenes of anarchy and confufion, from which France had been 
refcued by the prudence of Hugh Capet, and his fuccefTors, were again prefent- 
ed in every province, and the dignity of the crown, which had been degraded 
by the follies of the father, was reftored by the virtues of the fon. From their 
fortified caftles the nobles iffued forth like a band of plunderers, and committed 
the moll: daring depredations on the public roads, laying all paffengers, without 

the fmalleft diicrimination of age, fex, or ftation, under a cruel contribution , 
It was no longer poflible to travel but in caravans ; .and even the king himfelf 
did not dare to pafs from Paris to Etampes, without a ftrong guard. The .capi- 
tal was in a manner blocked up by feven or eight fin all towns, the lords of 
which kept regular bodies of troops that fcoured the Unrounding country; and 
thefe tyrants became more formidable from their union, which was clofely ce- 
mented by the ties of blood, and the more powerful bonds of intereftt. Lewis 
deemed it necefTary to make every exertion for repreffingdiforders which tiireat- 
ened the kingdom with definition. With a finall, but welL-difcip lined force, 
he continually kept the field, and over-awed the nobles who had difdained the 
authority of his father. He razed their caftles, redrefTed the injuries of their 
dependants, and compelled them to relinquish the lands which they had ravifhed 
from the church. The banks of the Seine and the Loire alternately attefled his 
indefatagable zeal ; and the prefumption of a haughty nobility was reprefTed 

and chaftifedby a cautious yet enterprifing prince. 

* Thefe glorious achievements of Lewis not only eftabliflied his reputation, but 
rendered him highly formidable to the few barons who ftill refifted his power. 
Guy Trouflel, one of the moft determined plunderers in the kingdom, dreading 

the effefts of his refentment, offered to cede to him the caftle of Montlhery, on 

* 

f Orderic. Vital An. 1092, p. C99. + Mezerar, t. ii. p. 577. + Suger. Vita Lodov. Grofc* 
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condition that Philip, the king's fon by Bertrade, ftiould do him the honour to 
accept his daughter's hand. As this fortrefs was deemed impregnable, and the 
king had been long anxious to get pofleflion of it, the propofal of Guy was ac- 
cepted with joy; and Lewis became mafter of a place which had for years 
proved the terror of the furrounding country, and broken off the communica- 
tion between Paris and Orleans. • 

But of all thefe petty wars, the moft glorious for Lewis was that which he 
carried on with Guy, count of Rochefort. This nobleman being a great fa- 
vourite with Philip, had perfuaded the king to marry Lewis to his daughter 
Lucienne ; but, before the marriage was confummated, it was oppofed on the 
plea of confanguinity, and declared null, by the Roman pontiff, Pafcal the Se- 
cond, at the council of Troyes*. The father relented the facility with which 
Lewis acquiefced in the determination of the pope ; and, encouraged by Thi- 
baud, count of Champagne, erected the ftandard of revolt, plundered the tra- 
ders who were under the king's prote&ion, and.fecured his fpoils in the caftle 
Gournay upon the Marne. Lewis immediately affembled his little army, and 
advanced with a determination to lay fiege to the fortrefs. Having forced the 
pafTage of the river, where he met with confiderable refiftance, he drove the re- 
bels from their entrenchments, and compelled them to take refuge within the 
walls of the caftle. The garrifon, after fome time, beginning to experience a 
fcarcity of provilions, treated with contempt the remonftrances of Guy, and 
had refolved on capitulating, when the count of Champagne haftened to their re- 
lief with a numerous army. But Lewis immediately attacked him, and having 
gained a glorious and decifive victory, returned to the caftle, which furrender- 
ed ; and was transferred by the vi&or to the lords of Garlande. 

Lewis, either from curiofity, or to avoid the dangerous enmity of his mother- 
in-law, obtained permiffion to vifit England. He was received by Henry (who, 
on the death of his brother William Rufus, had poflefled himfelf of the fove- 
reignty of thatifland, to the exclufion of Robert of Normandy, who was abfenfc 
in Paleftine) with every mark of refpeft. Even here, if we can credit the tes- 
timony of concurring hiftorians, the implacable hatred of Bertrade purfuedhim ; 
and, by a letter fubferibed with the name of Philip, and fealed with the royal 
fignet, the king of England was requefted to retain his gueft in confinement, or 
extinguifh the dread of his return by death. But Henry, however addifted to 
cruelty and injuftice where his intereft or ambition was concerned, refufed to 
violate the facred rights of hofpitality, and delivered the letter which contained 
the fatal fecret to Lewis himfelf. The prince immediately haftened to his father, 
♦and throwing himfelf at his feet, told him he had brought him the criminal whom 
he had conflgned to deftru&ion. Philip was entirely ignorant of what had 

nafled, and exprefled his deteftation of the horrid attempt. But his love for 
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Bertrade made him rejcd his fon's demand of jufticc on her head; andLewi$;by 
this open difplay of his refentment, only increafed the inveterate enmity of an 
abandoned woman, who determined, at all events, to procure the gratification 
of her revenge. 

For this purpofe, fhe applied to a faithful fervant, who found means to adminifter 
poifon to Lewis*, the ftrength of whofe conftitution for a long time feemed over- 
powered with the violence of the noxious draught. At length, however, he was 
relieved from his fufferings by thefldll of an obfeure phyfician, who was treated 
as an ignorant quack by the faculty of Paris, but the effect of whofe medicines 
befpoke the extent of his*" knowledge. Lewis, juftly enraged at this new and 
delperate attack upon his life, would have immediately infli&ed on Bertrade, 
with his own hand, that punifhment which her crimes fo juftly merited, had he 
riot been prevented by his father, who again fucceeded in his attempts to pro- 
mote a reconciliation between them. In order to appeafe his rage, the king 
ceded to his fon the town of Pontoife, with all the Vexin Francoife, an advan- 
tage fo. confiderable, as engaged him to fmother his refentment. 

The pope, in the mean time, had come to France ; and Philip had fent to in- 
form him, that he was willing to fubmit to any penance he might think proper 
to impofe ; but on condition that he would grant him the neceflary difpenfation 
for rendering his marriage lawful and valid. A council was convened, for this 
purpofe, at Baugenci, where the king and Bertrade promifed to hold no farther 
commerce with each other, till the church had come to a decifion on the fub~ 
je«ft of their uniont. But the members of the council were afraid to deliver 
their fentiments; and, after difputing for a confiderable time, they feparated, 
Without coming to any determination on the bufmefs for which they had met. 

The king complained bitterly of the infulthe had fuftained ; and many of the 
French prelates wrote to th6 popet, who difpatched two legates with orders to 
.affemble a new council at Paris, at which Philip was, at length, abfolved from 
all cenfures, and his marriage confirmed)]. Such was the conclufion of an af- 
fair that threatened to interrupt the national tranquillity, but which only ferved 
to difplay the wifdom of fome of the French prelates, and to (hew the good 
qualities of Lewis. 

We now come to an event which occurred during the tranfaftions we have 
been relating, and which claims our particular notice, as well from its influ- 
ence on all the nations of Europe, as from the effential part taken in it by the 
French. 

The crufades, or expeditions formed for the purpofe of refcuing the Holy 
Land from the hands of the infidels, feemed to be the firft event that rouzed Eu- 
rope from the lethargy in which it had been long funk, and that tended to in- 
troduce any change in government or in manners§. 

* Soger. Vita Ludov. Grofs, + T. x. Ooncil. $ Pafcal. Enift. 55* II Chron. Mallear § Dr. Robatfon, 
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The human mind is naturally inclined to dwell, with a degree of enthuflaftic 
delight that borders on veneration, on thole places which are entitled to diftinc- 
tion, either as the refidence of fomc illuftrious character, or as the fcene of fonie 
glorious tranfa&ion. Hence proceeded that fuperftitious devotion with which 
the chriftians, from the earlieft ages of the church, were accuftomedto vifitthat 
country which the Deity had fele&ed as the inheritance of his favourite people, 
and in which the Son of God had accomplifhed the redemption of mankind. 

The great expence, fatigue, and danger, which neceffarily attended a pilgri- 
mage to fo diftant a country, confiderably added to the merit of the undertaking, 
and foon made it be confidered as a fufficient atonement for the moll flagrant 
offences. An opinion which was diffufed over Europe with an aftonifhing ra- 
pidity, about the clofeof the tenth and commencement of the eleventh century; 
and which obtained univerfal belief, caufed a wonderful augmentation of the 
number of credulous pilgrims, and iticreafed the ardour with which they under- 
took this ufelefs voyage. The thoufand years mentioned by Saint John, in the 
twentieth chapter of the Revelations, were now fuppofed to be accompliflied, 
and the end of the world to be, confequently, approaching. 

We learn from many of the ancient hiftorians, preferved by Martin Bouquet, 
a Benedi&ine monk, in his colle&ion of the hiftorians of France, that, about this 
period, mankind were feized with a general confirmation, that induced great 
numbers to relinquifli their pofleffions, and abandon their friends and families j 
to haften, with the utmoft precipitation, to the Holy Land, where they imagined 
that Chrift would very foon appear to fit in judgment upon the fins of the 
world. 

While the Arabians continued in pofTeffion of Paleftine, their caliphs encour- 
aged the refort of pilgrims to Jerusalem ; juftly deeming that {pedes of com- 
merce as highly beneficial to the country, which brought confiderable importa- 
tions .of gold andfilver, and exported nothing but ufelefs relics and colilecrated 
baubles. But the Turcomans, or Turks, a tribe of Tartars who had embraced 
the tenets of Mahomet, having, about the middle of the eleventh century, taken 
Syria from the Saracens, and made themfelves mafters of Jerufalem, pilgrim? 
were expofedto every kind of infult and outrage from thefe barbarians*. 

This revolution occurring at the very time when pilgrimages, from the caufe 
abovementioned, had become more frequent, filled Europe with indignation 
and alarm, The religious travellers, on their return from Paleftine, did not 
fail to relate the dangers they had experienced in vifiting the holy city ; and to 
defcribe the cruelty and vexations of the Turks, in' terms of exaggeration pro- 
portioned to the magnitude of their fears. 

When the minds of men were thus prepared, themifguided zeal of a fanatical 
jnonk, who conceived the idea of leading all the forces of chriftendom againft 

* 

* Jo. Dan. SSphpepflini dc faqris Gallorum in Oricntum expeditionibus, p. 4. Argent. 1726, Q^atfty 
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the infidels, and of effecting their expulfion from the Holy Land, was Sufficient 
to enforce the adoption of that wild enterprife. Gregory the Seyenth, had, in- 
deed, formed the defignof leading all the weftern chriftians againft the Mahor 
metans ; but the overbearing difpofition of that imperious prelate had created 
him fuch numerous enemies, and rendered every fcheme he propofed fo fufpici- 
ous, that he was able to make but little progrefs in the promotion of his plan, 
which was left to be completed by an inferior perlbnage, whole ftation of life 
prevented him from becoming an object of jealoufy or miftruft. 

Peter the Hermit (or Cucupietre, as he is called in the Memoirs of the princefs 
Anna, daughter of the emperor Alexis Comnena), a native of Amiens, the capital, 
of Picardy, had made the pilgrimage to Jerufalem, and witnefTed the dangers 
and inconveniencies to which the pilgrims were expofed. This infpirecl him 
with the idea of putting the chriftians in pofleffion of Paleftine ; and, to urge, 
them to the undertaking, he ran from province to province, with a crucifix in 
his hand, exciting both princes and people to this holy war ; and, wherever he 
came, he enkindled the fame enthuliaitic ardour for the expedition as glowed, 
within his own bofom*. The council of iPlacentia, fummoned, at the infligation 
of Peter, by, pope Martin the Second, where four thouland ecclefiaftics and thir- 
ty thoufand feculars were aJTemhled, pronounced the fcheme to have been fug-, 
gefted by the immediate infpiration of heaven. In a fubfequent council, hodden 

at Clermont, in Auvergnef, which was flill more numerous, and attended by 
the moli powerful princes, nobles, and prelates, of Europe, the queftion was no 
fooner propofed, than the whole aflembly exclaimed with one voice : cc It is the, 

" will of God— It is the will of God \" 

The contagion was fpeedily difFufed over perfons of all ranks : not only the 
martial barons of that age, with their warlike vaflals, whom the boldnefs of a 
romantic enterprife might have been apt to allure, but men in the jnore humble 
and pacific ftations of life, ecclefiaftics of every order, even women and children, 
engaged in an undertaking, which was deemed facred and meritorious. If we 
may credit the concurring teftimony of contemporary hiftoriansj, fix millions 
of perfons afTumed the crofs, which was the badge of union affixed to the right, 
fhoulder by all thofe who devoted themfelves to this holy warfare. 

This frenzy, which fuperftitious enthufiafm had engendered and fpread, was 
rendered durable by thofe extenfive immunities and privileges which were ac- 
corded to the crufaders. They were exempted from all profecutions for debt, 
during the time of their engagement in this facred fervice|j ; they were exempt- 
ed from paying mtereft for the money which they had borrowed§ ; they were ex- 
empted.^ either entirely, or at leaft during a certain time, from the payment of all 
national impofls^" ; they might alienate their lands without the confent of the 

* 

1 

* Gul. Tyrius, lib. I. c. ii. M. Paris, p. 17. + Concil. torn. x. Condi. Clarom. Mat. Paris, p. 16. 
M. Weft, p. 233. + Fulcheriu6 Carnotenfis, ap. Bongarfii Gcfta Dei per Francos, vol. i. 387. Edit* 
Han. 1 61 1. || Du Cange, voc. Crucis Privilegium, v. xii. p. 1194. § Ibid, 3, S Ibid.— Ordon« 
nances des Rois de France, torn. i. p. s 3. 
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fuperior lord of whom they held* ; their perfons and effe&s were taken under' 
the protection of Saint Peter ; and the anathemas of the church were denounced 
againft all who fhould moleft them, or carry on any quarrel or hoftility againft 
them, during their abfence on account of the holy wari ; they enjoyed all the 
privileges of ecclefiaftics, and were not bound to plead in any civil court, but 
were declared fubjeft to the fpiritual jurifdittion alonet ; they obtained a ple- 
nary remiflion of all their fins j and the gates of heaven were fet open to them > 
without requiring any farther proof of their penitence, than their engagement 
in this faered expedition, which tended to gratify their favourite paffion, the love 

of" war 

When both the civil and ecclefiaftical powers were thus ambitious to outvie 
each other, and to exhauft their fertile invention, for the purpofe of devifing. 
expedients to encourage, propagate, and confirm the fpirit of 1 uperftition, it is 
not furprifing that it fhould become fo univerfal as to inflict the ftigma of cowar- 
dice, and the mark of infamy, on every one who was pofiefled of fufficient pru- 
dence or philofophyto efcapethe general frenzy, and to decline engaging in the- 
holy war§. 

The multitude of the adventurers foon became fo great, that their more fa- 
gacious leaders, Hugh, count of Vermandois, brother to Philip ; Raymond, 
count of Touloufe ; Godfrey of Bouillon, prince of Brabant ; and Stephen, 
count of Blois^f, became apprehenfive left the greatnefs itfelf of the armament 
fhould difappoint its purpofe ; and they permitted an undifciplined multitude, 
computed at three. hundred thoufand men, to go before them, under the com- 
mand of Peter the Hermit, and Gautier the Moneylefs. Thefe men took the 
road towards Conftantinople, through Hungaria and Bulgaria ; and, trufting that 
heaven, by fupernatural affiftance, would fupply all their necelfi ties,, they made 
no provifion for fubfiftance on their march ; they foon found themfelves obliged 
to obtain, by plunder, what they had vainly expefted from miracles ; and the 
enraged inhabitants of the countries through which they pafTed, gathering toge- 
ther in arms, attacked the diforderly multitude, and put them to flaughter with- 
out refiftance. The more difciplined armies following after, and pafling the' 
Streights at Conftantinople, were muftered in the plains of Afia, and amounted, 
in the whole, to the number of feven hundred thoufand combatants*** 

Amrdft this univerfal phrenzy, which fpread itfelf by contagion throughout 
Europe, efpecially in France and Germany, men were not entirely forgetful 
of their prefent interefts, and both thofe who went on this expedition, and 
thofe who flayed behind, entertained fchemes of gratifying,, by its means, 
then* avarice or their ambition. The nobles who enlifted themfelves were mo- 
ved, from the romantic fpirit of the times, to hope for opulent eftablifhments 
in theeaft, the chief feats. of arts and commerce during thofe ages j and in pur- 

* Ord'onnances des Rois de France, torn. i. p, 33; + Du Cange, ih. Guibertns Abbas, ap. BbngaffiiY 
5. p. 480 — 482; % Du Cange ib. Ordon. des Rois, torn. i. p. 34,174, || Guibert. Abbas, p. 4800. 
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fait of thcfe Ghimerical projefts, they fold, at a very inadequate price, their 
ancient caftles and inheritances, which had now loft all value in their eyes. 



The greater princes, who remained at home, befides eftablifhing peace in their 
dominions, by giving occupation abroad to the inquietude and martial difpofi- 
tion of their fubjefts, took the opportunity of annexing to their crown many 
con fider able fiefs, either by pur chafe or by the extinction of heirs. The pope 
frequently turned the zeal of the crufades from the infidels againft his own ene- 
mies, whom he reprefented as equally criminal with the enemies of Chrift, 
The convents, and other religious focieties, bought the poffeflions of the ad- 
venturers ; and, as the contributions of the faithful were commonly entrufted 
to their management, they often diverted to this purpofe what was intended to 
be employed againft the infidels*. 

Apiong the leaders of the crufades was Robert, duke of Normandy, whole 
intrepid fpirit prompted him to embrace an expedition endeared by the profpeft 
of danger. For the trifling fum of ten thoufand marks, he mortgaged Nor- 
mandy, during his abfence, to his brother, who had already defrauded him of 
the crown of England ; and the inconfiderable pittance which he had raifed at 
the expence of the fcanty remnant of his father's ample territory, was freely 
dedicated to the fervice in which he embarked. 

The holy wars gave rife (among various other innovations of greater impor- 
tance both in commerce and manners) to the eftablifhment of the three religi- 
ous and military orders of knights Hof pit alters, Templars, and Teutonic knights ~ 

The firft of thefe, which ferved as a model to the others, had acquired a high 
degree , of celebrity, even before the capture of Jerufalem by the crufaders ; 
but a part of them being employed in receiving the faithful who went to vifit 
the holy fepulchre, and the reft attending on the fick, they were folely occupi- 
ed in works of charity, under the conduit of Gerard, the founder of the or- 
der'*. Ramond Dupuy, a gentleman of Dauphine, was the firft who, to their 
primitive ftatutes of hofpitality, added the obligation to take up arms againft 
the enemies of the chriftian religion. He divided his order into three 
claflest. The firft was that of knights, who, on account of their birth, and the 
rank they had formerly enjoyed in the army, were deftjned to make war againft 
the infidels. The fecond clafs confifted of thofc, who, neither being defcended 
from a noble family, nor attached to the church, were appointed to ferve the 
poor in the hofpitals, and the knights in their military expeditions, thefe were 
called ferving-br others . They were afterwards diftinguifhed by a different drefs 
from that of the knights. The third clafs was formed of priefts and chaplains, 
who, befides difcharging their functions at church, and with the flck^ 
were obliged to follow the army. All of them took vows of chaftity and obe- 

w 

* Padre Paolo Hift. dellg Ben'ef. Ecclefiaft. p. 128, + Hift. Hierof, Jacob, Vitiiaci, c. 74, 
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dience. The new members, in order to ctiftinguifli themfelves from the reft, 
afllimed the apellatioh of the Knights of Saint John, from the name of an hofpi- 
tal which they had in the city of Jerufalem ; and they wore a black drefs with a 
white crofs. This was that celebrated order, which, under the name of the 
knights of Rhodes and of Malta^ filled the univerfe with the fame of its ex- 
ploits, and of its vi&ories over the infidels ; — an order, fays the abbe Velly, 
not lefs efteemed for the peaceful virtues of religion, than for the fplendour of 

its military achievements. 

But all the Hojpit alters did not embrace the new iriftitution. The moft anci- 
ent, fo well known by the appellation of the knights of Saint Lazarus, refufed 
to take the vow of chaftity, and fep'arated from the reft, who formerly belong- 
ed to the fame order, and were fubjeft to the fame grand-mafter. They pledg- 
ed themfelves, however, in imitation of the others, to devote their lives to the 
defence of the holy city ; befides their vows of charity and obedience*, they 
Iwbre an eternal : promptitude to fight the enemies of chriftianity ; diflinguifhed 
themfelves from their former brethren by a green crofs ; and, like them, ren- 
dered iignal iervices to their kings, to the people, and to religion. Lewis the 
Young, on his return from Paleftine, brought fome of them with him into 
France, to exercife their charitable fun&ions ; for which purpofe he gave them 
tlie fuperintehdance and adminiftration of all the lazarettos in his kingdom, and 
ceded to then! tlie caftleof Boigni, near Orleanst, which, from that time, became 
their chief place of refutence. The fplendor of the order being greatly dimi- 
liidied by the misfortunes of the times, Pope Innocent the Eighth undertook to- 
fupprefs it, and to unite it, together with its poffeffions, to the order of St. 
John of Jerufalem. But all his bulls for that purpofe* , declared abufive by a 
decree of the parliament, were revoked by the popes Pius the Fourth and Pius 
the Fifth. It was not, however, till the reigns of Henry the Fourth and Lewis 
the Fourteenth, that, by the protection of thofe monarchs, the knights of Saint 
Lazarus were reftored to their primitive fplendour. Pope Pius the Fifth united 
them to the order of Our Lady of Mount Carmelj|, which had been recently in- 
flituted at the inftance of the French king.. They then afthmed, with their dou- 
Tsie title, a double crofs of gold with eight points,, and four Flenrs-de-Lys^ with; 
the image of the blefled virgin in the middle. 

The example of the knights hofpitallers was followed by many others . Hugh 
de Payens, Geoffrey de Saint Aldemar, and feven other French gentlemen, mo- 
ved by the dangers to which the pilgrims were expofed on their return to Jerufa- 
lem§, formed a little fociety among themfGlves for the purpofe of efcorting 




, . They accompanied them on their road to Paleftine, beyond the defiles 
vof the mountains and the moft dangerous paifes ; aud they met them at the fame 

+ 

* Bui. Alex. 4. Eul. Greg; g. + Belloy, c. g; % Chopin, de facr. pollt, I. ii. tit,. 6* 
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place on their return. This was at firft a fimple aflbciation, but, by the fane- 
tion of the council of Troyes, it became a religious and military order. Saint 
Bernard prefcribed rules for it, and gave it the white habit with a red crofs. 
The moft illuftrious princes and nobles fought under its banners ; they were 
called Templars, or knights of the temple, becaufe king Baldwin had affigned 
them apartments in his palace that were fituated near the temple. In a fliort 
time, thefe knights became ib powerful that their wealth exceeded that of the 
moil opulent monarchs. But thefe riches, the glorious reward of merit, proved 
the caufeof their ruin. 

* 

The eftablifhment of the Teutonic knights took place foon after that of the 
Templars. This new order derived its true origin from the fiege of Saint 
John of Acra. The German foldiers, when either lick or wounded, could not 
procure relief on account of their inability to fpeak a language that was un- 
der/lood*. Some gentlemen from Bremen and Lubec, touched with pity at the 
misfortunes of their countryment, made a large tent with the fails of their fhips 7 
whither they conveyed fuch of their acquaintance as flood in need of relief, and 
attended them with great care and kindnefs. Being fpeedily joined by forty 
noblemen of the fame nation, they formed themfelves into a religious and mi- 
litary order, which was fanftioned and confirmed by Pope Celefline the Third, 
They were called Teutonic knights of Saint Mary, from the name of an hot 
pital which a rich German had formerly built at Jerufalem for the reception of 
the fick poor of his own country. Their habit was white with a black crofs. 
They followed the rules of St. x\uguftine ; took the fame vows as the Holpi- 
tallers and Templars ; and obferved the fame military difcipline as the latter. 
Before they afTumed the habit, they were obliged to fwear that they were de- 
fcended from German parents, and born noble. 

A. D. 1 108.3 During thefe tranfaft ions in the eaft, Philip was bufily em- 
ployed in extending his dominions. Profiting by the fuperftitious rage of the 

times, he united feveral large fiefs to the crown, and, among others, the coun- 
ty or lordfhip rif Bourges, which Herpin fold to him for the purpofe of pro- 
curing money to defray his expences to the Holy Land. The kingdom enjoyed 
an uninterrupted ftate of tranquillity for fome years previous to the death of 
Philip, who expired at Melun, in the fifty-feventh year of his age, and the fif- 
tieth of his reign. He was buried, by his own defire, at the abbey of Saint 
Benedict upon the Loire. 

Though Philip was generally defpifed by his fubje&s, and not without rea- 
fon ; yet he poffefTed many good qualities and excellent endowments. He was 
intrepid in the field, and, when he applied to bufinefs, not unfkilful in the cabi- 
net ; his generofity was extenfive ; his companion ftrong ; and the courteous 
affability of his demeanour coinciding with the extraordinary graces of his per- 

* 

* Jac dc Vitr. c. 66* " + Bclloy, c* 15* 
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ion, all thofe who had immediate accefs to him were apt to forget, in the man- 
ners of the man, the vices of the monarch. 

Philip was twice married : by his firft wife Bertha, whom he bafely repudia- 
ted, daughter to Florent, count of Holland, he had Lewis the Sixth, furnamed, 
from his corpulence, theGrofs; Henry, who died young ; and a daughter, nam- 
ed Conftantia, who was firft married to Hugh, count of Troyes, and afterwards 
to Bohemond the Firft, prince of Antioch. His children, by the celebrated Ber- 
trade, of the illuftrious houfe of Montfort, were Philip, count of Mante and 
lord of Melun ; Fleuri ; Cecilia, who was twice married, firft to Tancred, ne- 
phew to Bohemond, and next to Pons de Touloufe, count of Tripoli 5 and Eu- 
ftatia, wife to John, count of Etampes. 

Several monaftic orders were inftituted during this reign. That of the Char- 
freux (Carthufians) was founded in 1086, by Bruno, a native of Cologne, who 
was firft a canon of the church of Saint Cunibert, and afterwards of Notre- 
Dame, at Rheims, the moft learned theologian of the age. A defire of per- 
fecting himfelf in the ftudy of divinity induced him to retire to a folitary re- 
treat in Dauphene, called Chartreiije, whence the order took its name. He was 
followed thither by fix of his companions, who joined him in his ftudies and 
a&s of devotion* ; they led a life of the greateft aufterity ; wore fackcloth next 
their /kin ; feldom ipoke to each other ; took nothing but bread and water on 
Wednefday and Friday in every week ; wine and vegetables on Tuefday and 
Saturday ; cheefe on Thurfday 5 and a fmall portion of fifh on Sunday, and on 
feftivalst. They were all bled five times a year, and fhaved only fix. No no- 
viciates were admitted under twenty, As they were precluded from (peaking, 
jthey were furnifhed with parchment, pens, and ink, in order to transcribe paf- 
fages from books of divinity. The founder of the order having been invited 
to aflift the pope, refufed the bifhopric of Reggio, and died in Calabria, at his 
monaftery of Squillace, which had been founded by Roger, count of Sicily, 

The abbey of Mpleme, in the diocefe of Langres, had been founded five-* 
jand-twenty years by abbot Robert, when an evident relaxation of difcipline mr 
duced the pious founder, with twenty of his monks, to retire into the deferts of 
Citeaux, five leagues from Dijont. The vifcount of Beaune having given 
them a part of the foreft, they cleared away the trees, and ere&ed a number of 
wooden cells, in which they paffed ten or twelve years in the exercife of thofe 
aufterities which had been originally praftifed by Saint Benediftj) ♦ As they had 
received no novices during this time, they began to dread the extin&ion of their 
order, when they were joined, in 1090, by Bernard, a gentleman of Burgundy, 
pf the illuftrious houfe of Chatillon — a man of ftrong fenfe and fuperior elo- 
quence. After this accelfton the fqciety flourished extremely; and the fanttity 

f Mabil. Prajf. N. 86. + Guibert de vita fua c. 21. I Vita S. Rober. Apud, Boll. 
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of its members afforded fome degree of excufe for the , prodigality 6f its bene- 
factors* It was foon enabled to ere£t the four celebrated abbeys of La Ferte i 
Pontigny, Clairvaux,zxt& Morimond, for the Maids ofCiteaux^ ovCifiertian nuns. 
The order took its name from the place where it was eftabliflied ; but of late 
it Jias been generally diftinguifhed by the title of the Bernar dines* 
The abbey of Fontevrault, in the diocefe of Poitiers, was founded about the fame 



multitude 



man or genius, and a great 
eoole of both fexes, who fl« 

lingular 



He was always 



golpel gave rife to caluminous reports* (it being faid that Robert, in order to 
put his virtue to the proof, conftantly flept between two of his female pupils), 
he refolved to lead his followers into fome retired lpot, where a feparate 
refidence might be eftabliflied for either fex. He accordingly fixed on 
Fontevrault for this purpofe ; where he eftabliflied two monafteries, fubjett to 
the rules of St. Benedict ; one for women, who were entrufted with fovereigit 
authority ; and the other for men, who were entirely dependant on the abbefs. 
Robert let the example of obedience to his fair fifters,and always called himfelf 



(homme d' affaires) 
was the firft over which a woman prefided. 



This 



of Fontevrault 
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A* D. iic>3/] THOUGH Lewis had already been crowned, on his tfflo* 
xiation to the throne, the' cuftom of the realm required him to undergo that- 
ceremony a fecond time, on his acceflion to the fofc authority of the kingdom.- 
It was accordingly performed at Orleans, by Daimbert, archbifhop of Sens, on 
account of a fchifm which prevailed in the church of Rheims, where the princes 
of the Capetian race (except Robert) had hitherto been crowned. Rodclphhad 
been elefted by the clergy of Rheims, andhad taken pofTeflion of the archiepifcopal* 
dignity) without waiting for the confent of Philip, who, in order to punifti hin& 
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for his prefumpiion, had nominated another, prelate, named Gervafe. Lev/k 
refufed to be anointed by the firft, becaufe, in conformity to the decrees of the 
popes, and of the council of Clermont, he refufed to do homage to the king ; 
nor would he fufFer the laft to perform that ceremony, becaufe his authority 
was not univerfally acknowledged* Rodolph had the preemption to oppofe 
his coronation, under the pretext that it muft he performed in his metropolitan 
church ; and lie thought, by this oppofition, to engage the king to abandon his 
rival. . But Ives de Chartres undertook to promote his reconciliation with Lewis, 
and that monarch confented to fufFer the archbifhop to pay his refpe&s to him 
at Orleans, and to attend the alfembly which he had ordered to be convened in 
that city. Here the grand queftion of inveftiture was difculfed* ! The whole 
kingdom was unanimous in reje&ing the arrogant pretentions of the fovereign 
pontiff, andinfupportingthe opinion of Saint Auguftin — that the church, hold- 
ing its temporalities of the king., could not pofftbly pofTefs them independent of 
him. Thus all the members of the affembly conjured the king not to confirm 
the election of the archbifhop, till he had done homage. Rodolph, finding it 
in vain to refill, at length complied, and fubmitted to the required mark of 
fubjeftion. 

When Lewis had fettled this important affair, he turned his thoughts towards 
the correction of thofe internal abufes which fprang from the turbulent diipofi- 
rion of the numerous and powerful vaffals of the crown. The royal authority, 
indeed, was chiefly confined to Paris, Compiegne, Melun, Etampes, Orleans, 
Bourges, and fome other places of little confequence ; and many of the nobles 
were able to bring a more formidable army into the field -than the -king himfelf, 
to whom they paid a vain and fterile homage, while they exercifed a defpotic 
fway within their own territories, and afTumed almoft every mark of fovercignty. 
But the fkill and courage of Lewis were fuccefsfully exerted in reprefiing the 
inroads and curtailing the power of thefe dangerous fubjedts.. He reduced num- 
bers of them to fubmiflion, deftroying their caftles, and confifcating their po£ 
feflions ; and among thefe was his brother Philip, count of Mante. 

A. D. 1 1 10.3 But the attention of Lewis was foon called to oppofe the in- 
creating power of a more formidable enemy. This was Henry the Firft, king 
of England, who had ufurped the. duchy of Normandy, to the prejudice of his 
brother Robert, and compelled the duke of Brittany to pay him homage. The 
French perceived, now it was too late, the fault they had committed in not op- 
pofing the conquefts of William the Firft; and they accordingly took up arms 
to fupprefs the dangerous encroachments of a power that threatened to deftroy 
their own. From this period to the reign of Charles the Seventh, there was a 
continual fixcceflion of war and peace between France and England. During 1 
that time more than one hundred and twenty treaties were concluded, which wer£ 
gU "broken almoft as foon as they were figned. 

* Ivon, Carnot, Epift. 60. ad Hug. arch* Lugdun, 
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The fubjeft of the fir ft difpute between them was thefortrefs of Gifors, fitua- : 
ted on the frontiers of France and Normandy, It had been agreed, that it fhould 
be put into the pofTeffion of a nobleman, who fhould not cede it either to an En-, 
gliftiman, a Norman, or a Frenchman ; or in cafe it fhould fall under the power, 
either of France or England, the fortifications fhould be razed within the fpace 
of forty days. The governor, either feduced by a bribe, or intimidated by- 
threats, furrendered the place to the king of England. Lewis, the moment he 
was apprifed of this circumftance, fent a meflenger to the Englifh monarch, de- 
firing he would comply with the terms of the agreement. In vain, however,-", 
did he urge hisrequeft ; it was rejefted by' Henry, who, to his '"propofal of decid- 
ing the difpute by fingle combat, replied : " That, if victorious, he could 
u but keep a place he already poffefled without fighting ; and that the king of 
" France hazarded his life, indeed, to obtain an important acquifition, while hi? 
u own would be flaked againft nothing." A battle was the confequence of this 
refufal, in which the Normans were defeated, and compelled to retreat tto 
Meulan. 

Henry, in return, endeavoured to excite an infurre&ion in France, that the 
king's attention might be confined to his own dominions. Themoft formidable 
of thte infurgents was Thibaud, count of BIqis, Chartres, and Champagne. En- 
raged with Lewis for having refufed him permiffion to ereft a fort on a fief of 
the crown, he entered into a league with the count of Poitiers, the duke of Bur- 
gundy, and feveral other of the king's vafTals,* and made a powerful diverfup in 
favour of the Englifh monarch. Lewis, whofe activity was ever equal to his 
courage, levied an army with the utm oft expedition, and, affifted by Robert, count 
of Flanders, one of the braveft warriors of the age, marched to attack the re- 
bels. The count of Blois was defeated in three different engagements, the firft 
at Meaux, the fecond near Lagny, and the third at a league from Puifet. Hen- 
ry, in the mean time, having remained in the capital of Normandy, a paflive 
fpeftator of the {laughter of his allies, Lewis fent a detachment to the very; 
gates of Rouen, whofe devaftations forced the Englifh monarch to take the field, 
• After a few trifling fkirmifhes, in which Henry had the advantage, a treaty 
of* peace was concluded between the two monarchs, in which all the rebels 
were included. The principal condition was, that William, the only fon of 
Henry fhould do homage to Lewis, in the place of his father, for the duchy 

of Normandy ; in confequence of which the caftle of Gifors was ceded to 
him. - 

A. D. in 2, 1 1 1 3 9 1114O No fooner was this war terminated, than Thi- 
baud, count of Blois, again difplayed the banners of revolt, and compelled the 
king to make an incurfion into his territories. But in this expedition he did not 
meet with his ufual fuccefs; for, being taken by furprife, he fuftained a defeat 3 
and his lofs was confiderably aggravated by the death of Robert, count of 

ypi» if s f 
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atii*. The king 

furre£Hons : and 



Flanders, \vho was thrown from his horfe, and trampled to d< 
of England was accufed of being the inftigator of thefe ii 
Lewis profited by the favourable difpofition of Fulk the Fifth, count of Anjou, 
to retaliate the injury. This nobleman had married Sybilla, the only daughter 
of Helie, count of Maine, and, by the death of his father-in-law, he had ac- 
quired pofleffion of that county. Won by the folkitations of the court of 

France, and afTured of effe&ual fupport, he refufed to do homage to Henry for 

his new domain ; and engaged feveral noblemen to efpoufe his caufe ; particu- 
larly Robert de Bellefme, and Hugh de Medavid. 

Henry, alarmed at this powerful confederacy, repaired to the continent, and 
took every method which prudence could fuggeft to avert the impending ftorm. 
During two years which he pafled in Normandy, he was continually engaged 
either in warsor negotiations. At length, finding that all his endeavours tofup- 
prefs the infurre&ion were vain, he fought to allure the count of Anjou, by a 
propofal of marriage between his own fon, William, who was the heir apparent 
to all his dominions, and the youngefi daughter of Fulk. This temptation prov- 
ed tooftrongto be refitted; the count, who had before contracted his daughter 
to William, the fon of Duke Robert, now broke that contract, on pretence of 
their confanguinity, and immediately affianced her filler to the fon of Henry, 
who ftood exaftly in the fame degree of relation to her. — The king of England 
formed a fecondalliance, which rendered him ftill more formidable to the French, 
marrying one of his daughters to Conan, fon and heir to the duke of Brittany. 



Their grandfon, Conan 
count of Thouars, Alix, wif 
Grofs. It was through thi 

period, re-united 



great-grandfbn to Lewis the 



Separated. 

A. D. 1 1 15, 1 116.3 About this time Lewis married Adelaide, daughter of 

Humbert, count of Maurienne and Savoy- The amiable qualities of this prin- 
cefs endeared her to the nobility, and her good fenfe and difcretion contribu- 
ted to finooth the rugged path which Lewis, throughout his reign, was deftined 
to tread. The relative fituation of the French and Englifli monarchs, and the 
contrariety of their interefts, were fuch, at this period, as to render the pre- 
lervation of tranquillity between them a matter of extreme difficulty- The 
turbulence of their vaflals afforded frequent opportunities for the open difplay 
of that enmity with which they were mutually imprefied. When a French 



Had any iubject for dri 
Norman wifiied to encourage 



prote&or. 



monarch 



the fupplicatiijg voice of a young prince, who, having in vain attempted to 



now 
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court of France. This prince was William, the fori of Robert duke of Nor 

grandfbn of William 



X 



inanity of Lewis to procure the liberty of his father, a prifoner to his brothe 
Henry. The king of France did not long hefltate to comply with a requeft, 
recommended by the powerful motives of pity and intereft. He advifed Wil* 

Normandy, and particularly to 



attach to his caufe the counts of Flanders and Anjou. The 



figned by 



heads of the confederacy, the count of Anjou refufed to confirm 
ment, unlefs the king would re-eft ablilh him in the office of grand fenefchal of 
France, which had been hereditary in his family from the reign of Lo* 
thaire. 

We have already had occafion to obferye, that this office was nearly the 
fame as that of grand maitre-d'hotel, with regard to the royal houfhold ; aS 
that of conflable in time of war ; and as that of count of the palace, in the ad- 
miniftration of juftice*. The chief vaflals of the crown refided fo little at 
court, that it was impoffible for the counts of Anjou to perform all the duties 
annexed to the office of fenefchal. For this reafon, they appointed a fubftitute 
who afted in their name ; the cuftom, indeed, of thus converting the great of- 
fices of the crown into fiefs, was not unfrequent. The office of fenefchal had 
been long filled by the Garlandes, minifters and favourites of Lewis the Grofs. 
Thefe noblemen, proud of the prote&ion of their fovereign, took advantage of 
the defection of the counts of Anjou, to refufe them that homage which it 
was ufual to pay to the proprietors of an hereditary office, and which gave it 
the complexion and nature of a fief. The prefent count, at firft, took no no- 



mark of difrefpe&f: but, beginning to fear 



now 



itfelf, to procure a cdnfirmation of it. This Lewis, who wanted his affiftance 
could not refufe, and Willaim de Garlande accordingly did homage to him to 



office-, and after him 



armies 



Montfort 



jnfli&ing capital punifliments — a circumftance hitherto unexampled. 

Every preliminary being now fettled, the plan of operations was immediate- 
ly laid. It was agreed to enter Normandy in^hree different parts. The king 

on the fide of France ; the count of Flanders, by 
tne rays de (Jaux ; and the count of Anjou on the fide of Maine. Lewis then 
fent to demand of the king of England the liberty of duke Robert ; and, on the 
refufal of Henry, war was declared. The armies of the confederates imme- 
diately began their march, and were joined by a great number of the Norman 
»obility and gentry, whom William had engaged to efpoufe his caufe* The 

• Du Cange. voce Scnefcallus. + Hugo de Cleriis Duch. t. iv. p. 320. 
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chief of thefe were William deGournay ; Stephen, count of Aumale ; Henry, 

count of Eu ; Euftache de Breteuil ; Richer de I/Aigle ; Renaud de Bailleuel, 
and Robert de Neuborg ; they all took up arms in favour of the young prince, 
and proclaimed him duke of Normandy. 

The king, in the mean time, took x\ndeley by furprife ; feized Gue Nicaifc, 
an important fortrefs on the river Epte, -and made himfelf mafter of the town 
of Aigle. The count of Flanders, likewiie, advanced into Upper Normandy 
where he laid wafte the country with fire and fword. Henry fent him word, 
that if he did not difcontinue his devaluations he would himfelf carry defola- 
tion to the gates of Brugus ; the count replied that he would fave him the trou- 
ble of fo long a journey. He accordingly marched fir ait to Rouen, where Hen- 
ry was, and fent that monarch a formal challenge to meet him in the field 3 but 
this being declined, and the town being too ftrong to be eafily reduced, he con- 
tended himfelf with burning the fuburbs, and then retired. The count of An- 
jou, in the mean time, laid fiege to Alencon, and took it in the prefence of Henry 
and the count of Champagne, who had haftened to its relief. Amauri de 



Montfor 



to furrender that town with its 



caftle ; which were eritrufted to the care of Philip and Fleuri, brothers to Lewis. 



No 



himfelf 



he at length effe&ed, not by pufillanimous conceflions, but by vigorous refiftance. 
Hitherto he had chiefly a&ed on the defenlive, as, from the fuperior force of the 
confederated princes, he had no hopes of fuccefsfrom the adoption of a contrary 
line of conduft, and he thought it poffible that fome favourable change might 
take place, and that his attempts to fow di vifion amongft his enemies might final- 
ly fncceed. Nor was he deceived in his conjectures. Baldwin, count of Flan- 
ders, one of his moft formidable adverfaries, received a wound at the attack of 
the caftle of Bures, in the Pays de Caux, of which he foon after expired. But 
the defection of the count of Anjouwas a circumftance of much greater impor- 



more fatal blow 



monarch. That 



vafTal 



— — —j " - — — — * — — — — 7 — — 

of the crown, and as an ally, and declared for his rival. 

The contefl being now rendered more equal, Henry determined to take the 
field ; and, having received intelligence that Lewis had formed a plan for furpri- 
fing the caftle of Noyon, near Andely, he marched to the relief of that place, 
and took the king of France, by furprife, on the plain of Brenneville. Afliarp 
conflict immediately enfued, in which prince William, the fon of duke Robert, 
who led the van-guard of the French, difpiayed the greateft bravery ; he broke 
through thefirft ranks of the Englifh, and penetrated to the {pot where his uncle 
was pofted, whofe life was in imminent danger, having received a wound on the 
head from William Crifpin, a gallant Norman officer, who had fallowed the 
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fortunes of the young prince. The French, however, thinking the vi&ory was 
already gained, broke their ranks in fearch of plunder ; while Henry, profiting 
by their confufion, reftored order to his troops, and attacked the enemy with irre- 
fiftible fury. The whole army fled with precipitation : William, being unhorfed* 
made his efcape with difficulty ; and Lewis himfelf had nearly been taken pri- 
foner. It is faid that an Englishman, feizing the bridle of his horfe, exclaimed 
u The king is taken! 77 — " Do not you know" replied that prince, fmiling, 
" that at chefs the king is never taken f " — 'at the fame time aiming a blow at hira 
with liis fabre, which laid him dead at his feet. He then gallopped towards a 
foreft, where he wandered about for a confiderable time, when he met with a 
woman who conducted him to Andely. 

This fkirmifli was rendered famous by the dignity of the combatants ; two 
kings,- two princes, and many noblemen of the firft rank, being engaged in it. 
The flaughter was trifling, only three men being flain. t This was partly owing 
to the heavy armour which was worn by the cavalry in thofe times, and partly 

to the earneft defire of making prifoners, in order to enrich themfelves by their 
ranfbm. 

A. D. 1 1 17, 1 1 18, 1 1 19.] Lewis, finding himfelf unable to wreft Normandy 
from the king by force of arms, had recourfe to the dangerous expedient of mak- 
ing application to thefpiritual power, and of affbrdingthe ecclefiaftics a lpecious 
pretence for interpofmg in the temporal concerns of princes. He prevailed upon 
pope Calixtus the Second, who was then in France, to convene a general council 
at Rheims, whither he carried William, the young Norman prince ; and, hav- 
ing prefented him to the affembly, expatiated largely on the manifeft ufurpatioh 
and flagrant injufticc of theEnglifh monarch, craved the affiftance of the church, 
for rc-inftating the true heir in his dominions ; and reprefented the enormity of 
detaining in captivity fo valiant a prince as Robert, one of the'moft diftinguifhed 
champions of the crufade, who, by his powerful exertions againft the infidels, 
was placed under the immediate prote&ion of the apoftolic fee. 
1 Henry knew how to defend the rights of his crown with vigour, and yet 
with addrefs. He had fent over the Englifh bifhops to attend this fynod ; but, at 
the fame time, had cautioned them, that if the fovereign pontiff, or the eccle- 
fiaftics, fhould be induced to advance any farther pretenfions, he was fully de- 
termined ftriftly to adhere to the laws and cufloms of England, and to main- 
tain, nndiminiflied, thofe legal prerogatives of royalty which had been trans- 
mitted to him by his predecefTors. u Go," faid he to the prelates at their de- 
parture, u falute the pope hvmy name; pay attention to his apoftolic precepts ; 
" but be careful to bring back none of his new inventions with you into my 
cc dominions." Finding, however, it would be a matter of greater facility to 
him to elude than to oppofe the efforts of Calixtus, he gave his ambaffadors 

ts and 



private inftruttions to gain the pontiff and his favourites by liberal preien 

tempting promifes • By a fugacious application of thefe convincive aigu 



iments ? 
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they found means to prevail on the council to treat, with neglect the well-found- 
ed complaints of the Norman prince, x 

Some time after, Calixtus went to Gifors, where he had a long conference 
with Henry, in which he intimated, that.it was the defire of the council, that 
Robert fliould be reftored to his dominions. Henry replied,, that it was not from 
his brother he had taken Normandy, but from a nefarious band of depredators, 
who were confuming the inheritance of his anceftors, which the imprudence of 
Robert had delivered into their hands ; he likewife added, that, in taking poflef- 
fion of that duchy, he ha.d not afted in compliance with the dictates of avarice 
or ambition, but in confequence of the earneft and repeated folicitations of the 
nobility, clergy, and people of Normandy, who had befought him, with the 
moft ftrenuous fupplications, to prevent the utter defolation of the church. 
Thefe ridiculous reafons he took care to ftrengthen with the fame arguments 
which had been employed by his ambafladors at the council of Rheims ; and 
they had fo powerful an effeft upon the pope, and the cardinals who attended 
him, that they declared, on their return, that, of all the men whom they had 
cqnver fed with in the whole courfe of their lives, the king of England was the 
moft eloquent and perfuafive. 

Calixtus having, by this means, been prevailed on to relinquifli the interefts 
of the Norman prince, exerted himfelf to effed: an accommodation between the 
two monarchs ; and, his endeavours being crowned with fuccefs, a peace was 
concluded at the commencement of the year 11 19. The terms of this treaty 
were, that all the caftles and fortified places which had been taken in the courfe 
of the late war, fliould be reftored on both fides, and that Henry fhould do ho- 
mage for Normandy, to the French monarch. But Henry, efteeming it a de- 
gradation of his royal dignity to do this homage in perfon, fent his fbn, prince 
William, to do it for him, who then received the inveftiture of that duchy from 

the hands of the king of France. 

A. D. 1 1 20.3 When Henry had reftored tranquillity to liis continental domi- 
nions, he embarked at Earfleur, on his return to England, on the evening of the 
twenty-fifth of November, and arrived on the Englifli coaft the next morning. 

One of the fineft veffels in the fleet, called the White Ship, was allotted to 
{lis fon, prince William, and his numerous retinue ; who, being detained by 
£bme accident, ordered three calks of wine to be diftributed to the (hip's crew, 
by which means many of them became intoxicated ; and the captain himfelf, 
Thomas Fitz-Stephens, was induced to exceed the bounds of fobriety. They 
failed about fun-fet, and, being in a hurry to overtake the king, crouded all their 
fails, as well as plied their oars ; when, through the careleflhefs of the pilot, 
the veflel ftruck on a funken rock, called the Catte-razze, with fuch violence 
that ftie ftarted feveral planks, and was almoft overfet. The boat was immedk 
ately hoifted out, and the prince, with fome of the chief nobility, entered it, 

aiidj having got clear ofthqfhip, might have reached the fhore, which was no% 
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far diftant ; but, affe&ed by the fhrieks of his natural fitter, Maude, countefs 
of Perche, he commanded the failors to row back, and attempt to fave her. 
When the boat, however approached the ftiip, where terror and defpair had 
deftroyed all diflinftion, and every one was a&uated by a natural impulfe of 
felf-prefervation, fuch numbers leaped into it, that it inflantly funk, and. all on 
board perifhed, 

On this occafion, befides the prince and his natural brother Richard, there- 
were loll eighteen ladies of the higheft rank, one hundred and forty young no- 
blemen, of the principal families of England and Normandy, with all their 
attendants, and fifty failors, A butcher of Rouen, named Bertoud, was the 
only one who efcaped from this dreadful difafter ; being a robuft man, and 
warmly clothed, he climbed to the top of the maft, which remained above 
water, and there (laid till the next morning, when he was taken up by fome fifh- 
ermen while he was in that perilous fituation, Fitz-Stephens, the captain, fwani 
up to him, and laid hold of the maft ; but, being informed by Bertoud, that 
prince William had periflied, he exprefled his determination not to furyive him 
and inflantly plunged into the fea*. 

A. D. 1 121, 1 122, 1 1 23.] This tragical event revived the hopes of the 
friends of William, the fon of Robert ; and the Normans, juftly regarding 
Henry as an ufurper, were anxious to transfer the ducal dignity to a prince 
whom they now confidered as the lafl reprelentative of their ancient dukes. A 
confpiracy was accordingly formed to put him in pofleflion of Normandy, and 
was joined by many of thofe noblemen, in whom Henry had repofed the great- 
efl confidence, and whofe fidelity he had attempted to fecure by a profufion §£ 
honours and rewards ; among thefe were Gualeran, count of Meulan, and his 
brother Robert. The confpirators, too, received confiderable encouragement 
by the accefiion of Fulk, count of Anjou, who, being releafed, by the death of 
his fon-in-law, from thofe ties which had attached him to the interefts of Henry > 
now embraced the party of William, and again promifed to beflow on him in 
marriage his daughter, Sibylla, who had formerly been contrafted to him . 

Henry was no fooner apprifed of the revolt, than he haftenedto fupprefs it. 
He failed from Portfoiouth in the fummer of 1123, and, arriving fafeon the 
Norman coafl, marched to attack the infurgents, before they were prepared to 
receive him j took feveral of their tallies, and defeated them in different fldr- 
miflies. 

A. D. 1124/] In the fpring of the fucceeding year, the Englifli monarch 
had the good fortune to take the leaders of the confpiracy by furprife, and to 
fecure their perfons. Difcouraged by this unlucky accident, all the other ba- 
rons, who had joined in the revolt, haftened to return to their allegiance^ and 
to make peace with him, on the befl terms they could procurer Henry, too, 

I 

* Orderic. Vital, p, 868, 869, 850. 
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foon after found means to detach the count of Anjou from the league ; that 
nobleman, feeing the confederacy in a great meafure diflblved, contented to 
be reconciled to him, and to diflblve the contrail of marriage that had been 



William 

anced, had never confummated the marriage. 



though twice affi- 



Still, however, the king of France continued to make the moft formidable 
preparations for war, and troops were collecting on every ficfe. Henry, 
aware of his intentions, was refolved to anticipate him, and therefore began 
hoftilities, by making incurfions on the domains of his rival. He alfo engaged 
his fon-in-law, Henry the Fifth, emperor of Germany, to make a powerful 
diverfion in his favour, on the fide of Champagne : that prince accordingly 
raifed a numerous army for the purpofe of forming the fiege of Rheims ; while 
Lewis, apprifed of his plans, ordered all the vaffals of the crown to meet him 
under the walls of that city on a particular day. 

It is neceffary to remark, on this occafion, the difference which fubfifted in 

_ A.i 1 _ t a.* i ~ j? _ _ r 4.1- ~ t • 1 . _ j .1. r»_ 



now 



of the king. When 



the promotion of his own 



imme 



diate domains of the crown ; but, -when the'general welfare of the nation was at 
flake, all domeftic diffenfions infiantly ceafed; every man flew to arms, and 
every vaffal marched with a certain number of troops, proportioned to the 
extent and dignity of his fief. But the kingdom had not, for a longtime, wit- 



an 



N 



diftrifts of 



Rheims and Chalons alone fuppliad more than fixty thoufand men j Laons and 



an 



lent the fame number into the field; even the counts of Champagne and Troyes 
joined the other vaffals of the crown, preferring the intcreft of their country to 
any advantage they might reap from an alliance with the king of England 
thefe noblemen commanded the fourth divifion of the army; the fifth, confifting 
of the Burgundians, was placed under the orders of their duke and of the count 
of Nevers. Rodolph, count of Vermandois, a prince of the blood-royal, di- 
vided his troops into two bodies: thofe of Saint Quentin, and Vermandois, arm- 
ed cap a pie, were placed on the right wing ; and thofe of Ponthieu, Amiens, 
and Beauvais, took their ftation on the left. The count 



fbldiers, who formed in the rear. 
Never, favs Suffer, abbot of S; 



thoufand 



king; 
The 



Champagne, and Picardy, are alone faid to have amounted to more than two 

hundred thoufand men. The emperor, alarmed at the immenfitv of thefe |>re^ 
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parations, repaired the Mofelle and the Rhine, with the utmoic precipitation. 
The foldiers, enraged at what they conceived to be a fymptom of cowardice, 
loudly demanded to be led into the German territories, that they might chaftife 
an enemy who had dared to interrupt the repofe of the kingdom. But Lewis, 
at the folicitation of the clergy, checked their impetuofity, and diibanded the 
army. He would molt willingly have employed it againft the king of England ; 
but the interefts of the prince and his vafTals were effentially different, as what 
tended to aggrandife the one, muftof neceffity weaken the other. Thofe very 
nobles who had taken up arms with fo much zeal againft a foreign prince who 
had threatened to invade the kingdom, would have refufed to march againft a 
vafTal whom it was their intereft to fupport, in order to balance the power of 
the crown. In that age they made a material diftin&ion between the wars of 
the nation and the wars of the fovetfeign. On this memorable occafion the ce- 
lebrated oriflamme^ the banner of Saint Denis, was firft unfurled. 

A.D. 1 1 25, 1 1 26, 1 1 27J While Lewis was thus engaged in Champagne, 
the incurfions of the Englifh monarch, on the fide of Normandy, were fucceff- 
fully oppofed by Amauri de Montfort, fupported by the troops of the Vexin ; 
and Henry, having appeafedthe troubles in Normandy, was conftrained to liften 
to terms of accommodation, and a durable peace was at length concluded. 

But no fooner had Lewis arranged the terms of accommodation with the king 
of England, than he was obliged to march to the affiftance of the church of 
Clermont, whofe bifhop having been forcibly expelled from his fee by the count 
of Auvergne, claimed protection and redrefs from his fovereign. He Ipeedily 
reduced to obedience his rebellious vafTal, and reftored the injured prelate to 
his juft rights. But though he was ever eager to defend the privileges andpofTef- 
fions of the church, he could neither fecure the gratitude nor refpedl of the 
clergy. They loudly complained that the king interfered in the nomination to 
vacant benefices, and infringed on their revenues. Their murmurs were carried 
to fuch a dangerous height, that Lewis, in order to reduce them to fubmiflion, 
was conftrained to have recourfe to violence ; and to feize upon fome lands be- 
longing to the archbifhop of Sens, and the bifhop of Paris. The laft, whofe 
name was Stephen, employed the thunder of the church againft that very fove- 
reign who had proved himfelf its mbft zealous protettor*. But Honorius the 
Second, who then filled the chair of Saint Peter, declared the fentence of ex- 
communication pronounced by Stephen to be abufive, and accordingly annulled 
it. The French prelates were highly offended at an interference thus hoftile to 
the authority they wifhed to alfume ; and Bernard, abbot of Clairvaux, warmly 
remonftrated with the fovereign pontiff on the impropriety of his condutft, 
" We hoped," faid he, " that the feverity of the prelate would have effected 
u the conversion of the prince. Your miip laced indulgence has deftroyed thofe 
^ hopes. All is loft, the prelacy di (honoured, and religion expofed to the infult* 

* Art. de verifier les dates, p. 490. 
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c - of libertines*. 99 But as this pompous epiftle produced no efFefl: on the mind 
of thefovereign pontiff, he wrote a iecond in a more peremptory fty le . The 
zealous abbot there obferves, that Lewis is " always ready to attack religion, 
" which he regards as the p eft of his dominions, and the enemy of his crown. 
cc He is afecond Herod, who feeks to deftroy Jefus, no longer an infant in the 
c< manger, but triumphing in his church ; he is a perfecutor, in fhort, whole 
" malignant fhafts are not lb much dire&ed againft the prelates of his kingdom, 
" as againft the ipirit of God, by which they are animated! This fpirit of 
fanaticifm was, in thofe days of ignorance, dignified by the appellation of re- 
ligious zeal ; but Lewis, notwithftanding this dangerous difplay cf prieftly arro- 
gance, condufted liimfelf with temper and moderation, and by that means fpeedi- 
ly concluded a peace between the mitre and the crown. 

Charles of Denmark, who had fuccceded his coufm Baldwin in the princi- 
pality of Flanders, fell a viftim to the difcontents of his fubjefts, and was a£ 
iaflinated at Bruges. Lewis haftened to punifh the aflaffins, and infii&ed on 
them the mod exemplary vengeance. As Charles had left no children, the va- 
cant earldom was difputed by various claimants. The chief of thefe were, 
Baldwin, count of Mons, one of whole anceftors had been unjuftly deprived 
of this country; Arnold of Denmark, fon to the lifter of Charles; Thierri, 
count of Alface, the fon of Gertrude, .filler to Robert the Frifianj Stephen of 
Biois, brother to the count of Champagne ; and William, fon to Robert duke 
of Normandy, The king was to decide the matter, becaufe Flanders was a 
fief of the French crown ; he therefore transferred the dukedom to William, 
probably with the view to render him a more formidable enemy to the king of 

England. 

A. D, 1 128.] ■ Henry, was fully aware of the defigns of Lewis.; and, in or- 
der to ftrengthen his own influence on the continent, and to diminifh that, of his 
rival, he determined to fecure the friendlhip of the potent but fickle count of An- 
jou. With this view he propofed an alliance between his daughter Matilda, 
widow to the emperor of Germany, and Geoffry, flirnamed Plantagcnet^ the 
eldeft fon of Fulk ; which being cheerfully accepted by a nobleman, who was 
too apt to facrafice bis honour to his intereft, the nuptials were celebrated at 
Rouen with great pomp and magnificence, in the fummer of 1128. But the 
Norman barons were highly difpleafed that, a ftep, in which the intereft: of 
their country were fo effentially concerned, fhould have been taken without 
their previous confent, and Henry had too fenlibly experienced the turbulence 
of their difpofition, not to dread the effects of their refentment.. It feemed 
probable that the party of his nephew might gain a confiderable acceflion of 
ftrength from the encreafe of the malcontents ; and the important addition of 
power which William had recently acquired rendered his pretentions ftill more 

* EpttUS. Barnardi, 13 and 14. ad. Honor. 2. + Ejufd. Egis. 49. ad. eumd. 
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alarming* ImprefTcd with thefe ideas, Henry rciblved to fupport the claims 
of Thierri of Alface, to the county of Flanders, which gave rife to a war in 
which William was generally victorious ; but having received a wound in the 
hand in a trifling Ikirmifh, a mortification unfortunately enfued, which put an 
end to his exilian ce, on the twenty-icventh of July, 1128, at the abbey of 
Saint Bertin. 

Ordericus Vitalis fays*, that, when he found his death approaching, he wrote 
to Henry, to exprefs his concern for the trouble he had caufedhim ; and to re-- 
queft, with an earncftnefs which evinced the goodnefs of his heart, that he 
would recieve into his favour Helie de Saint Saen, and a few other friends, 
whom no reverfe of fortune had ever induced to forfake him. The death of 
this unfortunate prince, whole urbanity of manners and undaunted courage 
had fecured him the love and efceem of all who knew him, releafed his ambiti- 
ous uncle from thofe jealous fears and anxious inquietudes, which, lince his 
ufurpation of Normandy, had never ceafed to difturb his tranquillity. 

A. D. 1 1 29.] The fatigues of war, more than the ravages of time, had 

vifibly impaired the health of Lewis ; who, in order to avoid thofe diffenfions 

which were but too common on the death of a king, followed the example of 
his predeceflbrs, in the aflbciation of his fon Philip to the throne. That prince 

was crowned at Rheims by archbifliop Raymond ; but he did not long furvive 
his elevation to the regal dignity* A fair from his horfe proved fatal to the 



young princet, and the favourable expectations of a future reign, which had 



been raifed by his early virtues, were blafted by his premature death. The 
lofs of Philip was followed by the coronation of his brother Lewis, who, at the 
age of twelve years, received the crown from the hands of pope Innocent the 



Second. 



1 1 go to 1137.] The kingdom now enjoyed a ftate of perfect tranquil- 
lity ; the inflexible juftice of the fovereign had fecitred his fubjefts from the 
opprellionof thofe petty tyrants who infeiled his dominions, on his acceffion to 
the throne; and the great vaflals of the crown, convinced, at length, thattho 
views of Lewis were honourable, were induced to repofe that confidence in 
him, which they had hitherto withheld from his predeceflbrs. But the approach 
of difeafe embittered the happieft moments of his life, and prevented him from 
enjoying, in that plenitude of gratification which he fo, richly merited, the glo- 
rious reward of his virtuous labours.- — He lived, however, to witnefs the ag- 

grandifement of his fon, by an honourable alliance, and an important addition 
of territory. 

William the Ninth, duke of Aquitaine, having refolved to undertake a pil- 
grimage to Saint James of Compoftella, declared his eldeft daughter, Eleanor, 
fole heirefs of his dominions, on condition that fhe fhould marry the king's el- 

f P« 885, 886. — M. Paris, p. 49, col. I. Gal. Gemiticen,!. vii. c f 16. i Suger, p. 313* 
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deft fbn. The marriage was accordingly celebrated at Bourdeaux with great 
magnificence ; and, the duke dying on his pilgrimage, young Lewis obtained 
immediate pofleflion of Poitou, Gafcony, Bifcaye, and a large traft of country 
extending to the Pyrenees, The new-married couple then repairing to Poitiers 
the prince was fblernnly crowned duke of Guienne, a title which he preferved 
after his acceflion to the throne. • 

r 

But the king had fcarce time to embrace his daughter-in-law, before he funk 
beneath theprefiTure of his difeafe, and expired at Paris (in 1137), in the thir- 
tieth, year of his reign, and the fixtieth of his age. 

Of Lewis the Grofs it has beenfaid, u He might have made a better king, he 
" could not prove a better man/' The eulogy is juft, and comprehends his 
character in a few words ; but ftill, that Lewis was an excellent monarch will 
not admit of a doubt : impartial in the adminiftration of juftice, vigourous in 
the fupprefFion of tyranny, and eager in promoting the welfare and happinefs of 
hisfubje&s — he difcharged the firft duties of fovereignty with propriety, wii- 
dom, and effeft. — That he entertained a juftfenfeof the nature and importance 
of the royal dignity is evident from his laft admonition, to his fon and fucceffor : 
cc Remember j my Jon " faid the expiring monarch, " that royalty is a public trii/l 7 
cc for the exercije of which a rigorous account will be exaCled from you y by him 
cc who has the jole clifpofal of crowns atzd JceptresJ* 

Lewis the Grofs had eight children by Adelaide of Savoy; Philip, who died 
before his father ; Lewis, furnamed the Young, who fucceeded him in the throne,. 
Henry, who firft affumed the monaftic habit at Clair vaux, was afterwards made 

bifliop of Beauvais, and next promoted to the archiepifcopal fee of Rheims ; 
Robert, founder of the houfe of Dreux, whofe grandibn Peter furnamed Man- 
clerc, acquired the county of Brittany by his marriage with the heirefs of that 

principality; Hugh, of whofe fate no mention is made in hiftory: Peter, who 
liad by Ifabella, heirefs of Courtenay, a numerous offspring, whofe defcendants 
are ftill in exiftence ; Philip, archdeacon of Paris; and Conftance, firft married, 
to Euftace, count of Boulogne, and afterwards to Raymond the Fifth, count of 
Touloufe, and duke of Narbonne* 

We have already had occafion to remark, that, in the early times of the. 
French monarchy, ecclefiaftics and military men were the only people in the 
kingdom who were free. The other inhabitants of cities, towns, and villages,, 
were all flaves, though not in an equal degree. They were divided into two 
clafles. The firft, called ferfs*, were attached to the /<?//, and transferred, 

with the trees that grew upon it, from one proprietor to another ; neither being 
able to marry, nor to change their refi den ce or profeflion, without the permiflion 
of their mailer — the whole produce of their labour was his, except he chofe to 
oreleafe them from this obligation, on condition of receiving a ftipuiated fum > at 



* M. Le Gendrey Moeurs des Francois,, p. zog. 
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ftated periods, as well for the ferf himfelf, as for his wife and children*. The 
lecond clafs, denominated hommes de poete, were not fo immediately dependant 
on their lord, who had no power over their lives or property. All their fervi- 
tude confifted in the obligation of paying him certain duties, and of repairing 
his roads and highwayst. But neither of thefe defcriptions of men had any 
other judge than the lord of the foil, nor any other law than what he chofe to 
enaft. Hence it was that fo many crimes remained unpuniftied ; fince the no- 
bles themfelves were, generally fpeaking, the immediate perpetrators of the nu- 
merous affaffinations, and other lawlefs proceedings, fo frequent throughout the 
kingdom. In fuch cafes, where juftice could not be obtained, in the ufual 
courfe, fince the judge, the legiflator, and the culprit, were centered in the fame 
perfon, the injured party had recourfe to the authority of the prince, who iffu- 
ed his orders to the lord, in whofe territory the crime had been committed, to 
fee that ftrift juftice was adminiftered. On his refufalto comply with the royal 
mandate, he fummoned the other vaffals of the crown to join him with their 
ftipulated number of men/ in order to reduce the rebel to fubmiffion. But of- 
ten the royal authority was not more refpefted than the laws ; even the towns 
within his own domain were frequently inexadt in fupplying their contingency. 

Lewis, in order to remedy thefe abufes, and at the fame time to create fomc 
power that might counterbalance thofe potent vaffals, who controuled or gave 
law to the crown, firfl adopted the plan of conferring new privileges on the 

towns fituated within his own domain. Thefe privileges were called Charters 
of CommunityX, by which he enfranchifed the inhabitants, abolifhed all marks of 

fervitude, and formed them into corporations, or bodies politic, to be governed 
by a council and magiftrates of their own nomination. Thefe magiftrates had the 
right of adminiftering juftice within their own precin&s, of levying taxes,, of 
embodying and training to arms the militia of the town, which took the field 
when required by the fovereign, under the command of officers appointed by the 
community. The great barons, by degrees, began to imitate the example of 
their monarch, and granted fimilar immunities to the towns within their territo- 
ries. They had expended fuch immenle fums in their expeditions to the Holy 
Land, that they were eager to embrace this new expedient for railing money, 
by the fale of thofe charters of liberty. Though the inftitution of communities 
was as repugnant to their maxims of policy, as it was adverfe to their power, 
they difregarded remote confequences, in order to obtain prefent relief jj. In 
lefs than two centuries fervitude was abolifhed in mod of the towns in France* 
and they became free corporations, inftead of dependant villages, without 
jurifdittion or privileges. 
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But, long before this inftitution of communities in France, charters of immu- 
nity, or franchife, were granted to* fome towns and villages by the lords on 
whom they depended, Thefe, however, were very, different from fuch as be- 
came common in the -twelfth and thirteenth centuries. They did not ereft thefe 
towns into corporations ; they did not eftablifh a municipal government ; they 
did not grant them the privilege of bearing arms. They contained nothing 
more than a munumiffion of the inhabitants from the yoke of fervitude; an ex- 
emption from certain fervices which were opprefiive and 'ignominious ; and the 
eftabliJhment of a fixed tax or rent, which they were to pay to their lord in 
place of impositions which he could formerly lay upon them at pleafure. Two 
charters of this kind, to two villages in the county of Rouffillon, one in the 
year 974, and the other in 1025, are ftill extant*. Such conceffions, it is pro- 
bable, were not unknown in other parts of Europe, and may be confidered as a 

ftep towards the more extenfive privileges conferred by Lev/is the Grofs on the 
towns within his domainst. The communities in France, never afpired to the 
fame independence with thofe in Italy, which alfo owed their origin to the fana- 
tical folly of the crufaders — fo often, by the wife and benevolent difpenfations 
of Providence, does good arifeout of evil 1 — They acquired new privileges and 
immunities ; but the right of fovereignty remained entire to the king or baron, 
within whofe territories the refpe&ive cities were fituated, and from whom they 
received the charter of their freedom. A great number of thefe charters, 
granted both by the kings of France, and by their great vafTals, are publifhed by 
M. d'Achery, in his Spicileghmi^ and many are to be found in the collection of 
the Ordonnances des Rois dc France. Thefe convey a very ftrikingreprefoita- 
tion of the wretched condition of cities previous to the inftitution of communities, 
when they were fubjeft to the judges appointed by the fuperior lords, of whom 
they held, and had fcarcely any other law but their will. Each conceffion in 
thefe charters muft be confidered as a grant of fome new privilege, which the 
people did not formerly enjoy ; and each regulation as a method of redreffing 
fome grievance, under which they formerly laboured. The charters of commu- 
nities contain likewife the firft expedients employed for the introduction of equal 
laws, and regular government. On both thefe accounts they merit particular 
* attention ; and, therefore, we {hall give our readers^ view of fome of the molt 
important articles in thefe charters, under two general heads: — 1. Such as re- 
fpe£t perfonal fafety. — 2. Such as refpett the fecurity of property. 

During that fcate of turbulence and diforder which the corruption of the feu- 



dal government introduced into Europe, perfonal fafety was the chief obje<ft of 



every individual 3 and, as the great military barons alone were able to givefuf 
iicient protection to their vafTals, this was one great fource of their power and 
authority. But, by the inftitution of communities, effectual provifion was 
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made for the fafety of individuals, independent of the nobles.— For, I. The 
fundamental article in every charter was, that all the members of it bound 
themfelves by oatli to aifift, defend, andftand by each other againft all aggref- 
fors ; and that theyftiould not fuifer any perfon to injure, diftrefs, or moleffc 
any of their fellow citizens*. — >2. Whoever refided in any town, that was made 
free, was obliged, under fevere penalty, to accede to the community, and to take 
part in the mutual defence of its memberst. — 3. The communities had the pri- 
vilege of carrying drms ; of making war on their private enemies ; and of exe- 
cuting, by military force, any fentence which their magiftrates pronouncedt. 
4. The practice of making fatisfaftion, by a pecuniary compenfation,. for murdur, 
affault, or other afts of violence, mod inconfiftent with the order of fociety, 
and the fafety of individuals, was abolifhed, and fuch as committed thefe crimes 
were punifhed capitally, or with rigour adequate to their guilt[|. — 5. No mem- 
ber of a community was bound to juftify or defend himfelf by battle or com- 
bat ; but, if he was charged with any crime, he could be convifted only by the 
evidence of witnefles, and the regular courfe of legal proceedings§. — 6. If any 
man fafpetted himfelf to be in danger, from the malice or enmity of another, 
upon his making oath to that efteft before a magiftrate, the perfon fufpefted 
was bound, under a fevere penalty, to give fecurity for his peaceable behavi- 
ours—This fpecies of fecurity is ftill known in Scotland under the name of 
law burroughs* '* ; in France it was firfl introduced among the inhabitants of com- 
munities ; and, having been found to contribute confiderably towards perfonal 

fafety, it was extended to all the other members of the focietytt* 

The provisions in the charters of- communities, concerning the fecurity of 
property, are not lefs confiderable than thofe refpetting perfonal fafety. By 
the ancient law of France, no perfon could be arrefted, or confined in prifon, 
on account of any private debttt, — If any perfon was arrefted on any pretext, 
but his having been guilty of a capital crime, it was lawful to refcue him out 
of the hands of the officers who had feized him||j|. — Freedom of arreft, on ac- 
count of debt, fcems likewife to have been enjoyed in other countries§§. — In 
fociety, while it remained in its rudeft and mod limple form, debt feems to have 
been confidered as an obligation merely perfonal: men had made fome progrefs 
towards refinement, before creditors acquired a right of feizing the property of 
their debtors in order to recover payment. The expedients for this purpofe were 

all introduced originally in communities, and the gradual progrefs of them may 
be eafily traced by an accurate obierver : — I. The fimpleffc and mod obvious 
fpecies of fecurity was, that the perfon who fold any commodity fhould receive 
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a pledge from him who bought it, which he reftored upon receiving payment. 
Of this cuftom there areveftiges infeveral charters of community*. — 2. When 
no pledge was given, and the debtor became refra&ory or infblvent, the credi- 
tor was allowed to feize his effe&s by force, and by his own private authority ; 
the citizens of Paris are warranted by the royal mandate, " ut ubicumque, et 
<c quocumque modo poterunt, tantum capiant, unde pecuniam, fibi debit am in- 
u tegreet plenarie habeant, et inde fibi invicem adjutores exiftantf /' This rude 
practice, fuitable only to the violence of a ftate of nature, was tolerated longer 
than one can conceive to be poffible in any fociety where laws and order were, 
in k any degree, known. The ordonnance authorifing it was ifliied in the year 
1 1 34; and that which corrects the law, and prohibits creditors from feizing the 
effefts of their debtors, unlefs by a warrant from a magiflrate, and under his 
inlpeftion, was not publifhed until the -year i35it. — It is probable, however, 
that mei> were taught, by obferving the diforders which the former mode of 
proceeding occafioned, to correft it in praftice long before a remedy was pro- 
vided by a law to that effect.' — New cuftoms are not always to be afcribed to 
the laws which authorife themjj . Thefe ftatutes only give a legal fanttion to 
fuch things as the experience of mankind has previoufly found to be proper and 
beneficial. — 3. As foon as the interpofition of the magiftrate became requifite, 
regular provifion was made for attaching or diftraining the moveable efFefts of 
a debtor ; and, if his moveables were not fufficient to difcharge the debt, his 
immoveable property, or eflate in land, was liable to the fame diftrefs, and was 
fold for the benefit of his credit or §. — As this, regulation afforded the moft com- 
plete fecurity to the creditor, it was confidered as fo fevere, that humanity 
pointed out feveral limitations in the execution of it. Creditors were prohibited 
from feizing the wearing apparel of their debtors, their beds, the door of their 
houfe, their implements of hufbandry, &c.^[. Upon the fame principles, when 
the power of diftraining effefts became more general, the horfe and arms of a 
gentleman could not be feized**. — As hunting was the favourite amufement of 
martial nobles, the emperor Ludovicus Pius prohibited the feizing of a hawk, 
on account of any compofition or debttl". But if the debtor liad no other move- 
ables, even thefe privileged articles might be feized. — 4. In order to render the 
fecurity of property complete within a community, every perfon who was ad- 
mitted a member of it was obliged to buy or build a houfe, or to purchafe lands 
within its precin&s ; or, at leaft, to bring into the town a confiderable portion 
of his moveables par qua juJHciari pqflit, Ji quid forte in eum querela evenerittt. 

5. That fecurity might be as perfect as poffible, in lbme towns the members 
of the community feem to have been bound for each other||||. — 6. All queftions 

* D'Ach.ix. p. i8{ ; xi. 377. + Ordon. &c. torn. i. p. 6. % Idrm. tom.ii. p. 438. 
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with refpeft to property were tried within the community, by magiftrates and 
judges, which the citizens elected or appointed. Their decifions were more 
equal and fixed than the fentences which depended on the capricious and arbi- 
trary will of a baron, who thought himfelf fuperior to all laws*. — 7. No mem- 
ber of a community could be burdened by any arbitrary tax ; for, the fuperior 
lord, who granted the charter of community, accepted of a fixed cenfus, or duty 
in lieu of all demands!. Nor could the members of a community be diflrefTed 
by an unequal impofition of the fum to be levied upon the community. Regu- 
lations are inferted in the charters of fome communities concerning the method 
of determining the quota of any tax to be levied on each inhabitant^ Saint 
Lewis publiflied an ordonnance concerning this matter, which extended to all 
the communities || . — Thefe regulations are extremely favourable to liberty, as 
they veil the power of proportioning the taxes in a certain number erf citizens* 
chofenout of eachparilh, who were bound, by a folemn oath, to decide accord- 
ing to juftice. — That the more perfeft fecurity of property was one great objedfc 
of thofewho inftituted communities, we learn, not only from the nature of the 
thing, but from the exprefs words of feveral charters, of which we fhall only- 
mention that granted by Eleanora, queen of England and duchefs of Guienne, 
to the community of Poitiers, " ut fua propria melius defendere pofiint, et ma- 
" gis integre cullodire§." — Such are fome of the capital regulations eftabliftied 
in communities during the twelfth and thirteen centuries ! Thefe may be con- 
fidered as the firft rudiments of law and order $ and contributed greatly to in- 
troduce regular government among all the members of fociety. As fbon as 
-communities were inftituted, high fentiments of liberty began to appear. When 
Humbert, lord of Beaujeu, upon granting a charter of community to the town 
of Belleville, exa&ed of the inhabitants an oath of fidelity to himfelf and fuc- 
celfors, they stipulated, on their part, that he fhould fwear to maintain their fran- 
chifes and liberties; and, for their greater fecurity, they obliged him to bring 
twenty, gentlemen to take the fame oath, and to be bound together with him^j". In 
the fame manner the lord of Moirens in Danphine produced a certain number 
of perfons, as his fureties, for the obfervation of the articles contained in the 
charter of community to that town. Thefe were bound to furrender themfelves 
to the inhabitants of Moirens, if their liege-lord fhould violate any of their 
franchifes; and they promifed to remain in cuftody until he fhould grant them 
redrefs**. If th<? mayor, or chief magiftrate of a town, did any injury to a 
citizen, he was obliged to give fecurity for his appearance in judgment, in the 
fame manner as a private perfbn ; and, if caft, was liable to the fame penalty! t. 
Thefe are ideas of equality uncommon in the feudal times. Communities were 

* » 
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fo favourable to freedom, that they were diftinguifhed by the name of liber* 
tates*. They were atfirft extremely odious to the nobles, who forefaw what a 
check they mufl prove to their power and domination. Guibert, abbot of No- 
gent, calls them execrable inventions, by which, contrary to law and juftice, 
flaves withdrew themfelves from that obedience which they owed to their maf- 
terst. The zeal with which fome of the nobles and powerful ecclefiaftics op- 
pofed the eftablifhment of communities, and endeavoured to circurnfcribe their 
privileges, was extraordinary. A ftriking inftance of this occurs in the contefis 
between the archbifliop of Rheims and the inhabitants of that community. It 
was the chief bufmefs of every archbifliop, during a confiderable time, to abridge 
the rights and jurifdi&ion of the community ; and the great objeft of the citi- 
zens, efpecially when the fee was vacant, to maintain, to recover, and to extend 
their own jurifdiftiont . 

Thefe obfervations concerning the ftate of cities, and the condition of their 
inhabitants, are confirmed by innumerable paflages, in the hiftorians and laws of 
the middle ages. It is not improbable, however, that fome cities of the firft 
order were in a better flate, and enjoyed a fuperior degree of liberty. Under 
the Roman government, the municipal government eftablifhed in cities was ex- 
tremely favourable to liberty : the jurifdi&ion of the fenate in each corporation, 
and the privileges of the citizens, were both extenfive||. There is reafon to 
believe, that fome of the greater cities, which efcaped the deflruclive rage of 
the barbarous nations, Drill retained their ancient form of government, at leafl 
in a great meafure. They were governed by a council of citizens, and by ma- 
giftrates whom they themfelves elefted. Very ftrong prefumptions in favour of 
this opinion are produced by M. FAbbe de Bos§. — It appears from fome of the 
charters of community to cities, granted in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
that thefe only confirm the privileges poflefTed by the inhabitants previous to the 
eftabliftiment of the community^]". Other cities claimed their privileges, as having 
poffefTed them without interruption from the times of the Romans**. But the 
number of cities which enjoyed fuch immunities was fo fmall as by no means 
to diminifli the importance of thofe charters granted by Lewis the Grofs, as me- 
ritorious innovations. 

The kingdom foon felt the advantages arifing from this beneficial change; the 
towns increafed in population ; the arts, theiciences, and commerce began to flour- 
ifh ; new villages were built ; lands hitherto uncultivated were rendered fertile ; 
and the emancipatedhind took farms on his own account, and laboured for hinifelf* 
The cities,, at length, became fo powerful and opulenttt, that, in order to en- 
gage them to contribute to the neceffities of the ftate with le&repugnance than 
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they ufually evinced, it was judged proper to admit their deputies into the gene- 
ral affemblies. They appeared there for the firft time in 1304: but merely 
for the purpofe of reprefenting their wants, and explaining their refources. 
The communities acquired greater honours, in proportion as they furnifhed a 
greater number of forces in time of war. Infenfibly they formed a third bodj^ 
in the kingdom, who enjoyed, in the national diets, an equal or even funerior au- 
thority to the nobility and clergy. It was denominated, The Third Eftate, (Tiers- 
Etat) an appellation unknown in preceding times*, when the nobles and eo 
clefiaftics alone enjoyed the privilege of voting in the affemblies or parliaments. 
Every thing then experienced a change ; as well the name of the affemblies, 
which were henceforth denominated States-General, or Affemblies of the Three 
Eftatesi, as their power and privileges, which were no longer the fame as in 
early times. They never aflembled but when the king pleafed; they never 
deliberated on queftions of peace and war ; they were only permitted to repre* 
fent the people's grievances, to regulate fubfidies and the mode of levying them* 
or to appoint a regent, when the deceafed monarch had negle&ed to name 
one himfelf. 

There is no point with refpeft to which (as an Englifh hiftorian of eminence 
has juftly remarked) the French antiquaries are more generally agreed, than in 
maintaining that the States-General had no fuffrage in the paffing of laws, and 

poflbfTed no proper legiflative jurifdiftion. The whole tenor of the French 
hiftory confirms this opinion. The form of proceeding in the States-General was 
this. The king addreiTed himfelf to the whole body aflembled in one place, 
and laid before them the affairs on account of which he had fummoned them. 
The deputies of each of the three orders, of nobles, of clergy, and of the third 
eftate, met apart, and prepared their caheir or memorial, containing their an^ 
fwer to the proportions which had been made to them, together with the repre- 
fentations which they had thought proper to lay before the king. Thefe anfwers 
and reprefentations were confidereel by the king in his council, and generally 
gave rife to an ordonnance. Thefe ordonnances were not addrefled to the 
three eftates in common. Sometimes the king addrefled an ordonnance to each 
of the eftates in particular. Sometimes he mentioned the aflembly of the three 
eftates. Sometimes mention is made only of the aflembly of that eftate to 
which the ordonnance is addrefled. Sometimes no mention at all is made of the 
aflembly of eftates, which fuggefted the propriety of enafting thelawt. Thus 
the States-General had only the privilege of advifing and remonftrating ; the 
legiflative authority refided in the king alone. 

It was at this period that a tafte for fophiftry was introduced into the fchools, 
Where it pafled from philofophy to theology, and gave rife to the difcuffionof 

* Gendre, ib. + The ancient name of parliament was transferred to thofe companies which werfc 
Cftabhfhed in the kingdom for the better adminiftration of juftice, Le Gendre, p. \x% % 
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a thoufand perplexing queftions, not lefs dangerous than fubtle. There was 

not a fingle mafter or profeflbr who taught any of the ufeful fciences, or the 
belles lettres ; all that laid pretence to wit, or that boafted of their underftan- 
ding, puzzled their brain with abftraft Ipeculations, and loft themfelves in the 
labrynths of metaphyfics. The flrft who gave lefTons in this kind of new logic 
was Rofcclin of Compiegne, a man rendered famous by the numbers and mag- 
nitude of his errors. The celebrated Abelard, who was not lefs diftinguifhecl 
for the fplendour of his genius, the elegance of his diftion, the fuavity of his 
manners, and the graces of his perfon, than for his ardent love and unparal- 
lelled misfortunes, was his difciple and fucceflbr. The high reputation which 
Abelard acquired, excited the envy of his contemporaries^ and the fubtility of his 
argunments procured his . condemnation by the council ofSoiffons*. He was accu- 
fed by fome of teaching that there were Three Gods ; and by others of not en- 
forcing aneceflaiy difcrimination between the three perfons of the Trinity. In 
vain did herequeft the pope's legate to order a juridical examination of his work ; 
in vain did he offer to corred whatever might be deemed reprehenfible 3 — it was 
. decided that the book fliould be condemned without any farther examination, 
and the unfortunate author was compelled to commit his own work to the 
flames. In order to juftify the irregularity of this proceeding, it was faid that 
the do&er's audacity, in reading his treatife in public before it had been appro- 
ved by the pope, was a fuflicient reafon for condemning it — as if any fault of the 
author could vitiate the work. 

Abelard had alfo ftudied under Anfelm of Laon, one of the greateft theolo- 
gians of the age ; and under William de Champeaux, afterwards bifliop of 
Chalons-upon-Marne, who was called The Column of the Dotiors. William for 
a long time taught rhetoric, logic, and theology in the cloifter of the cathedral 
at Paris ; he then retired to an old chapel dedicated to Saint Viftor, where he 
founded a community of regular canons, which eftablifhment was confirmed by 
letters patent from Lewis the Grofs, in 11 13, who was alfo liberal in his bene- 
factions to itt. 

There were two other celebrated orders likewifc inftituted during this reign ; 
one in the defert of Vofage, in the environs of Laon ; the other in a retired fpot 
near Muret> in the diocefe of Limoges. They firft aflumed the *-itle of Pre- 
montres, from a part of the defert, and the white drefs then worn by clerks ; 
the fecond took the appellation of Grandmont, with the black habit, worn by re- 
clufes. The Premontres wore nothing but woollen, eat only one meal a day, 
obferved a perpetual filence, and were very charitable to the poort. Their 
founder was a German gentleman, named Norbert, of illuftrious birth, and 
highly favoured at the court of Henry the Fifth, emperor of Germany. The 
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Grandmontains* were, at firft, neither priefts, monks, nor hermits, but a fimple 
community of penitents, who were often obliged to interrupt their devotions, in 
order to beg the common neceffaries. of life. They lived in a ftate of fuch ex- 
treme mortification, that, when the pope confirmed their inftitution, he was obli- 
ged to moderate its aufterity. Stephen, vifcount of Thiers, in Auvergne, was 
the founder of this order j and Grandmont, in the Limoufm, the chief place of 
its refidence. 



* 

■ 

LEWIS THE SEVENTH 

* 

SURNAME D THE YOUNG. 



A. D. 11 37 0 LEWIS was in Guienne, when he received the news of his 
father's death. He immediately repaired to the capital ; and, on his way thi- 
ther, infiitted an exemplary punifliment on the rebellious citizens of Orleans. 
When he arrived at Paris, he convened an alTembly of the prelates and nobles, in 
which fuch effectual meafures were taken for reprefiing that fpirit of fedition 
which was fo frequent at the commencement of a reign, that the national traiv- 
quillity remained wholly undifturbed. 

A. D. 1 1 38.] The kingdom, indeed, had not enjoyed fo perfed a calm as it 
now experienced for fome time- This was principally owing to the fatal divi- 
fions which prevailed in Germany and England. The emperor, Henry the 
Fifth, having died .without heirs, the Germans, to the number of fixty thou- 
fand, aflembled to appoint a fuccefTor. The diet being unable to come to any 
conclufion, on account of the difference of opinion which obtained, chofe ten 
ele&ors, who elefted Lothaire, duke of Saxony t. It is pretended that this e- 
lettion was influenced by Suger the monk, who is faid to have been the firft 
French minifter that gave rife to civil wars in Germany. He repaired to May- 
ence with the retinue of a fovereign prince, and, by a fuccefsful exertion of his 

■ 

* Vita S. Stephani, apud. Boll, t. iv. p. 205. + Hift, Ludovic. Duch. torn. i\r. p. 41 z> 413* 
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talents for intrigue, fucceededin his efforts to promote the exclusion of Frede- 
ric, duke of Suabia, who was nephew to the late emperor*. That young 
prince, urged by ambition, as weil as refentment againft France, protefted a- 
gainft the elevation of fo formidable a rival. A bloody war enfued, which las- 
ted till the death of Lothaire, and the coronation of Conrad, brother to the 

duke of Suabia. 

■ 

England and Normandy were equally convulfed. On the death of Henry 
the Firft, the throne of England was ufurped by Stephen, count of Boulogne, 
nephew to Henry, and brother to Thibaud, count of Champagne, to the preju- 
dice of Matilda and her infant fon. The clergy, profiting by the precarious 
fituation of the ufurper,- annexed this condition to their oaths of allegiance, 
viz. that they were only bound to oblerve it fo long as the king defended the 
ecclefiaftical liberties, and fupported the difcipline of the church. The barons, 
jn return for their fubmiflion, exafted terms of a ftill more pernicious tendency, 
equally deftruttive of public peace and of regal authority. Many of them in- 
fifted on the right of fortifying their caftles, and of putting themfelves in a pol- 
ture of defence ; and the king found himfelf in. no condition to withhold his 
confent from this exorbitant demand. The fatal effe&s of his compliance were 
foon vifible ; the whole kingdom was immediately filled with thole fortrefles, 
which the barons either garrifoned with their own vafTals, or with licentious 
hirelings, who flocked to them from every quarter. The moft fliameful extor- 
tions were pradlifed upon the people for the maintenance of thefe troops j and 
domeftic feuds and private animofities now raged with unbounded vioLence, and 
rendered England a continued fcene of riot and diforder. The nobles were con- 
ftantly engaged in wars with each other ; the barons even aflumed the diftin* 
guifhing marks of royalty, the right of coining money, and of exercifing, with- 
out appeal, every aft of jurifdiftion j while the inferior gentry, as well as the 
common people, finding the laws inadequate to their defence, during this anni- 
hilation of fovereign power, were compelled, for their own immediate fafety, 
to court the protection of fome neighbouring chieftain, by confenting to fubmit 
to his exactions, and to afiift him in his rapine upon others. The ereftion of 
one caftle caufed the building of another ; and even thofe who had not obtained 
the king's permiflion, thought that they were entitled, by the grand principle of 
feltprefervation, to put themfelves on a footing with their neighbours, who 
were -generally their enemies and rivals. Thefe cruel diforders, which prevail- 
ed in the neighbouring ftates, were favourable to the tranquillity of France, 
which was, at this time, agitated only by theological difputes, that were not car? 
ried to a fufficicnt heighth to difturb the national repofe. 

Abelard, though he had been compelled to burn his book upon the Trinity, 

jfliU perfevered in the fame fentiments which he had there promulgated. H§ 

* ^nn^l, de TEmpire^ tom# i. p. ig£ 
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confequently continued to teach the fame do&rine ; and even ventured to pro- 
pagate in his writings many bold propbfitions, -which hitherto he had contented 
himfelf with explaining to his pupils. Bernard, abbot of Clairvaux, in the coun- 
ty of Champagne, inftigated by William, abbot of Thierri, accufedhim of fol- 
lowing the example of Arius, in making diftin&ions between the three perfons 
of the Trinity ; of imitating Pelagius, in preferring free-will to grace ; and of 
agreeing with Neftorius, in dividing the perfon of Chrift. A council was ac- 
cordingly affembled at Sens, for the purpofe of taking thefe charges into confi- 
deration, at which the king and the count of Champagne were both preferit. 
The abbot of Clairvaux opened the bufinefs of the day, and difplayed a fund of 
eloquence that feduced his audience. By the applaufe which he received from 
the affembly Abelard was convined that his condemnation would he pronounc- 
ed. The embarraflment occafioned by this idea almoft deprived him of theufe 
of his faculties; it did not, however, prevent him from thinking of his perfon- 
al fafety, by making an appeal to the pope. The council, therefore, though' 
they proceeded to condemn his do&rine, were prevented from inflifting any pu- 
nifhment on him. 

Abelard fet out for Rome in order to purfue his appeal, and to juftify him- 
felf to the fovereign pontiff j but the abbot of Cluni prevented him from pro-* 
ceeding, and undertook to reconcile him to Bernard. Then the face of affairs 
totally changed, and the do£trine of Abelard was no longer called in queflion. 
He died two years after this reconciliation, overwhelmed with infirmities. He 
was doubtlefs the brighteft genius of the age in which he lived ; his misfor- 
tunes were owing to an excels of fenfibility, and to the fplendour of his reputa- 
tion. His wife Heloife furvived him near twenty years, atid, at her death^ 
was interred in the fame tomb with her hufband, at the abbey of Paraclete, 
which ftie had founded. 

A. D. 1 140.] Such was the ftate of France, when the king was led into a 
quarrel with the pope, on the election of a prelate to the fee of Bourges. On 
the death of Alberic, the chapter of Bourges had elected, without waiting the 
approbation of their fovereign, Pierre de la Chatre, a man of illuftrious birth, 
to the vacant archiepifcopal fee. The indignant monarch, determined to 
vindicate his infulted authority, commanded the chapter to proceed to a new 
cle&ion ; but the clergy firmly maintained their choice. The Roman pontiff 
efpoufedthe caufe of Pierre de la Chatre, obferving, that the king was a young 
??ian, who flood in need of inftradion^ and fliould be taught not to accujlom himfelf 
to Jimilar attempts ; — an obfervation equally indifcreet and indecent in a pre- 
late, who was indebted for his elevation to theprote&ion afforded him by France 
againft the faftion of Anaclete. The new archbifhop, fortified by the fuffrage 
of the court of Rome, haftened to take poffeffion of his diocefe ; but the inha- 
bitants of Bourges, faithful to the orders of their fovereign, refufed him ad- 

jniflion into their city ; he was therefore conftrained to take refuge with the count 



I 
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of Champagne, under whole prote&ionhe launched the thunders of the church 
againft that part of the royal domain, which was comprifed within the limits of 
his archbifhopric. The torch of difcord was kindled by this hafty fpark, and 
the deftruttive flame was fed by another incident, which equally difplayed the 
dangerous and encroaching fpiritof the court of Rome, nourifhed the arrogance 
of the count of Champagne, and provoked the refentment of the king of 
France* 

'A. D. i 141, 1 142.] Rodolph, count of Vermandois, who had fucceffively 
prefidedover the councils of Lewis and his father, had divorced from his bed, 
on the common and convenient plea of confanguinity, his wife, the near rela- 
tion of the count of Champagne* ; and had efpoufed Patranilla, the daughter 
of the late duke of Aquitaine, and the younger fifter of Eleonora, queen of 
France. The mind of Thibaud was deeply wounded by the indignity offered 
to his family ; the Roman pontiff readily embraced the caufe of the prote&or 
of Pierre de la Chatre j he declared the marriage of Petronilla void, and de- 
nounced the penalty of excommunication againft Rodolph, unlefs he recalled to 
his bed the wife whom he had unjuftly repudiated. But Lewis, doubly interefted 
in the fate of his kinfman, was not to be difmayed by the terror of fpiritual 
cenfure ; with a formidable army he entered the territories of Thibaud, and 
compelled that haughty chief to fue for peace. As the means of obtaining it, 
he promifed to intercede with the pope to revoke the excommunication of the 
count of Vermandois, and the interdift which Pierre de la Chatre had pronoun- 
ced againft the royal domain in the archbifhopric of Bourges. Yet the king 
had no fooner retired within his own dominions, than he was again aftailed by 
the hoftile weapons of the.apoftolic chair ; and, enragGd at the deceit of Thibaud, 
the fincerity of whofe fubmiffion he juftly iufpefted, he determined to avenge, 
on the innocent inhabitants of Champagne, the perfidy of their turbulent prince. 
He laid wafte the country with indifcriminate rage, and, having taken the town 
of Vitry by fur.prife, fet fire to the parifh church, in which thirteen hundred 
. perfons had taken refuge, all of whom miferably perifhed in the fiames. 

But fliame and repentance foon fucceeded thofe emotions of youthful rage and 
.impetuous refentment, which had urged the youthful mind of Lewis to the com- 
. miflion of fo inhuman a deed. Imprefled with the deepeft fentiments of remorfe, 
he reconciled himfelf to the count of Champagne, acknowledge Pierre as. the arch- 
biftiop of Bourges, and made a vow to undertake an expedition to Paleftine, which, 
in thofe days, was deemed afuflicient expiation of the nioft enormous crimes. 

A< D. 1 144, 1.1 45,] The diftrefs of the chriftian w,arriqrs in Paleftine called 
for immediate affiftance from Europe; and the falling fortunes of the Latins 
could only be propped by the immenfe preparations for the fecond crufade* 

The city of Edefla had been recovered from the chriftians by the valour of 

* SpiciL p. 400* 
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Zenghi, aTurkifh chief, who ruled, with independent authority, the Afiatic king- 
doms of Aleppo and Moful ; and the conqueft which had been achieved by the 
father was protested by the fame and fortune of, the fon. The name of Nou- 
re ddin (the Light) ftill gleams through the darkrtefs of Afiatic hiftory; and its 
meridian glory eclipfed the faint luftreof the unworthy fuccefTors of Godfrey* 
The throne of Jerufalem was then occupied by the inexperienced youth of Bald- 
win the Third, whofe tender years were protected by the counfels of his mo- 
ther, Milefenda ; while the principalities of. Antioch and Tripoli obeyed the, 
authority of the two Raymonds, counts of Poitiers and Touloule. 

Bernard, who had been employed to preach this fecond crufade, and whofe 
fervent eloquence had aroufed the fanatical zeal pf the Germans and Flemings, 
was earneft in his exhortations to Lewis to fulfil, with fpeed, the folemn vow 
he had made. Suger, abbot of Saint Denis, on the contrary, exerted his utmoffc 
efforts to dKTuade the king from an enterprife, from which there was everything 
to fear, and nothing to hope ; and which he might effectually afiift, by a contri- 
bution of men and money, while his prefence was requifite at home to fecure 
the tranquillity of his hereditary dominions. The king's efteem was fo equally 
divided between thefe two ecclefiaftics, that he long hefitated between the dif- 
ferent counfels which they, with equal eagernefs, enforced. They are both, 
indeed, reprefented by hiftorians as worthy of his confidence by the extent of 
their merit. The firft had, rather by a reputation for fan&ity, richly deferved 

and fully confirmed, than for any folidity of underftanding or brilliancy of wit, 
enfured a refpe<5t and confideration for his perfon, which have frequently more 
weight than authority itfelf ; the laft, by a fuperiority of genius, ftrengthened 
by comprehenfive talents and incorruptible probity, had acquired that degree 
of public confidence which does honour even to virtue • The abbot of Clair- 
vaux, with the air and enthufiafm of a prophet, had a prophet's inflexibility ; 
the abbot of Saint Denis, with a greater 'knowledge of the world, was more 
modeft in his addrefs, more infinuating in his manners, and his firmnefs was 
never carried to extremes. They were alike directed by important views, 
though of a different nature ; Bernard was earneft in his endeavours to promote, 
exclujively, the interefts of religion— at leaft what he deemed fuch ; whereas 
Suger, exempt from fanaticifm, though rationally devout, wiflied to make the 
profperity of the church coincide with the welfare of the ftate : but the enthu- 
fiafm of the prophet overcame the wifdom of the politician ; and Lewis, ftric- 
ken with remorfe for his cruelty at Vitry, determined to aflume the crofs, and 
repair to Paleftine. 

A. D. 1 146.] A parliament* was accordingly affembled at Vezelaiin Burgun- 
dy, anc\ it was fo numeroufly attended, that no building was found fufficiently 

* This is the firft time that the term parliament is applied, by French hiftorians, to an affembly of tlje 
isoblesand prelates. ..... 

Vol. I, 
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fpacious to contain the members, who therefore met in an open field. The elo- 
quence of Bernard was here fuccefsfully employed, who depicfted, in glowing 



internal 



holy warfare . The king received, 
had fent him from Rome ; and his example was followed by the queen 
numerous train of nobles, prelates, and gentlemen of inferior quality. 
The holy infe&ion fbon pafled fromthefe to the people ; and " Thecrofs 



o/s 



Such was the enthufiaftic ardour to engage 



in this pious enterprife, that the towns and villages were fo far ftripped of their 
inhabitants, that, in many of them, rione but women and children were left 
behind. It feemed as if the French, difgufted with the rich country which 
their anceftors had conquered, were defirous of feeking a new eftablifhment in: 
a different quarter of the globe*. A fpindle and diftaff were fent to all who 
had the ability to join the crufaders, but who wanted the will. Even the wo- 

vere ambitious to afTumethe crofs; and the generality of wives followed 



men 

their 



] The forces which affembled under the orifl< 



more 



The 



of government were, during the abfence of the king, entrufted to Rodolph, 
count of Vermandois, and to Suger, abbot of Saint Denis, whofe councils he 
Iiad rejefted, but whole prudence and judgment he efteemed. At the head of 
this unwieldv hoft. 



walls of ConftantinopL 



plains of Hungary, and 



poflibte honours by the emperor Manuel Comnenus. That prince was in the 
flower of his youth, poffefled of every perfonal accomplifhment, endued with 
prudence faperior to his years, with feducing eloquence, and inflexible courage* 
But thefe endowments were greatly counterbalanced by his numerous vices.. 
Indeed it has beenjuftly obferved, by a modern hiftorian, that the court of the 
more early Greek emperors feems to have refembled thofe of eaflern monarch*-, 
both in magnificence, and in corruption of manners. Manuel Comnenus rioted 
in every kind of luxury, and wantoned in every fpecies of debauchery. He 
openly fhared his bed with his mother, the princefs Theodora; he fup- 
ported his vices with fuch fuccefs of prodigality, that his fubje&s were 
overwhelmed with the moft oppreffive impofts ; and the well-earned fruits of 
their induftry and labour were applied to gratify the infatiate avidity of his eu- 
nuchs, and of the bafe minifters of his. guilty pleafures- Perfidious in the ex- 
treme, while he loaded the crufaders with carefles, he left no artifice unem- 
ployed to promote their deftruftion ^ Had this portrait of the emperor been drawn* 
by a French or by a German writer, we might have been tempted to call its 
jiiftice in queftion,, and to have fufpefted that the features had been difguifed.by 

* Abregc de l'Hift.Uniycrf. Eartii. jv Z i- 



II48.] LEWIS THE SEVENTH. 347 



Manuel* 



its truth ; particularly as, far from being partial to the crufaders, he inveighs 



them 



as barbarians, fierce, illiterate, impetuous, and favage ; and he gives an ac- 
count of the ferocity and devaftations of the crufadcrs in general, in terms not 
unlike thofe which preceding hiftorians had employed in defcribintr the incur- 
fions of the Goths and Vandalst. 



Manuel 



who were privately inftrufted, by the emperor himfelf, to lead them into de- 
files, where they were attacked by troops ftationed for that purpofe ; that he 
caii fed the gates of all the towns in his dominions to be ftiut againft them, 
and they could obtain no provisions, till they had previoufly depofited their mo- 
ney in bafkets let down from the walls to receive it, by which means they wera 
expofedto inceffant impolitions, as the Greeks frequently difappeared with the 
cafh, and brought them nothing in return ; that lime was mixed in the flour diftri- 
buted to the troops, which proved the definition of thoufands ; that the natives 
had fabricated a bafe coin, with which they always paid the crufaders, whene- 



take 



their own articles ; u that there was no wicked artifice, i 
u peror did not employ, or caufe to be employed, againft them, toferve as an 

'cendants, that might deter them from entering on the 



u Greek territories! 

A* D. 1 148.] But during the flay of Lewis at the court of Conftantinople 
he experienced from the artful emperor every mark of refpeft, friendfhip, and 
efteem. The French monarch, ever mindful of his own dignity, reflifed to 



grant precedency to the Greek ; but preferved, on all occafions, a perfeft 
equality. Of this becoming jealoufy aftriking inftanceis mentioned by Odo de 
Deuil, a monk of St. Denis, who was fecretary and chaplain to the king: he 
had already paffed the Bofphorus, with his army, when he received a meflage 
from Manuel, defiring a conference at Conftantinople; but Lewis fent him 
word, that, if he had any thing to communicate, he muft either come to him, 
or, at leaft, meet him half way on the fea, that they might treat on equal terms; 
a prppofal with which the emperor found himfelf obliged to comply, 

At Nice, Lewis met Conrad, emperor of Germany, his rival in the pious war- 
fare, returning wounded from a glorious, but unfortunate combat, in the defiles 
of mount Taurus, into which he had been betrayed by the perfidy of Manuel ; 
and feeking for fome vefTels to carry him to Paleftine by fea.. The king of 
France, however, unwarned by his misfortunes, prefTed forward to the banks 



Nicety Chon. in Manuel, 1. i. 397- # + Idem, ap. Byz. Script, vol. Hi. p. 302, &c, 
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of the Mcender, which he patted in fight of the Turks, whom he afterwards at- 
tacked, in their camp, and defeated, with great daughter*. But, in a few days,, 
he experienced a reverfe of fortune, and, by the negligence of his officers, was 
expofed to an attack that had nearly proved fatal to his caufe. 

It was an eftabliftied rule in the French army, that two of the principal no- 
bles fhould command, alternately, the van and rear-guards, and and fix on the 
ground where the troops fhould encamp. Geoffrey de Rancon, a powerful ba- 
ron of Poitou, led the van that day, carrying the royal ftandard- and preceded 
by the orifiamme of Saint Denis. It had been fettled, that he fhould fix his 
camp on the funimit of a mountain, in order to command the defiles ; but, find- 
ing neither forage nor water at the dcftined fpot, he defcended into a pleafant 
vale at the foot of the hill. The Turks, taking advantage of this imprudent 
ftep, attacked the rear-guard with fuch impetuous fury, that the firft rank was 
broken in an inftant. The fecond difplayed greater firmnefs, but, opp retted 
with numbers, and overcome with furprife, the whole army muft inevitably 
have been deftroyed but for the friendly intervention of night. 

The king was retiring with precipitation, after having fignalifed his valour in 
the field, when his golden fpurs attra&ed the notice of a band of Saracens, who 
refolved to.feize the glittering prize. They accordingly purfued Lewis, who, 
unable to effedl his efcape, placed his back againfl a large tree, where he defen- 
ded himfelf with fuch vigour againft his numerous, aflailants, that he foon had 
an opportunity of climbing to the top. The Saracens plied him with their ar- 
rows, but were unable to penetrate his armour ; they next attempted to afcend 
the tree, but the king ufed his fabre with fuch fkill and fuccefs, that, ignorant 
of his. quality, and intimidated by the oppofition they experienced, they at length 
left him in fearch of plunder that could be acquired with greater facility. He 
then left his poft ; and, mounting a ftray horfe, was lucky enough to find the 
defiles of the mountain, and to attain the camp of his van-guard, who, having 
recovered their fovereign, whom they imagined to be killed or taken,, confoled 
themfelves for the lofs of one half of the army. 

After this, difafter, Lewis proceeded to the fmall feaport of Attalia, on the 
coaft of Paraphilia, where he procured veflels to convey himfelf and a part of 
his troops to Antioch. There he was received with kindnefs and diftinftion by 
his uncle, Raymond of Poi&iers. But to public calamity fuceeeded the pangs* 
of domeftic mifery ; the charms of his wife had made a deep impreffion on the 
prince of Antioch ; and Eleanora, frail as fhe was fair, returned the affeftion of 
her kinfman, and bafely difhonoured her lord and fovereignt. Indeed fhe was 
prodigal of her favours :. a youthful Turk named Saladin, loadedher with pre- 
fcnts,. and received her carefles in returnt ; the. warmth of her* pafSons* over- 

* Geft. Ludov. vii. chap. xi. p. 398. Duch. torn. iv. + Gul; Tyr. 1. xvi; c. .70 
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came the diftates of honour ; and ihe fuffered her beauteous perfon to be pol- 
luted by the promifcuous embraces of her numerous admirers*. 

From Antioch, Lewis, accompanied by his relu&ant queen, fet fail for ^ 
falem, where he was joined by the emperor Conrad, Reinforced by the troops 
of Baldwin the Third, king of Jerufalem, they determined to form the fiege 
of Damafcus ; that city was ftrong both by art and nature, but the vigorous 
attacks of the chriftians overcame every obftacle, and their efforts muft have 
been finally crowned with luccefs, had not the jealoufies that prevailed among 
themfelves proved more fatal than the arms of their enemies. The report that 
Damafcus, when reduced, was to be given to the count of Flanders, difgufted 
the chriftians who were eftablifhed in Syria; and, induced by envy to betray 
the caufe in which they had embarked, they maintained a fecret correfpondence 
with the Turks ; in confequence of which the convoys were furprifed, the 
works were infulted, and Conrad and Lewis were at length compelled to relin- 
quifli the hopelefs enterprife ; and, having given fufficient proofs of their piety 
and courage, they embarked at a port in Syria, and returned to their refpeftive 
dominions. 

The French, in the mean time, bewailed, with .bitter lamentations, the mi£» 
guided zeal of their monarch, and the fatal effects of an expedition that had 
drained the kingdom of its wealth, and greatly diminifhed the number of its 
inhabitants * But the abbot of Clairvaux was the chief object of their indigo 
nation ; they accufed him of being a falfe prophet, and cenfured him loudly for 

interfering in matters that did not concern him, inftead of confining himfelf to 



the duties of his Ration. The 



hhii 



their lofles, with the fplendour of his promifes, and the magnitude of their dis- 
appointment. In vain did he attempt to juftify himfelf by the example of Mofes^ 
who, like him, had promifed the children of Ifrael, on the part of the Lord, 
to conduct them into a land of blefling, and who faw the firft generation perifli 
in the deferts. Like them, he obferved, the crufaders had, by their own abo- 
minations, forged the thunder that deftroyed them ; but the grief of the people 
was too poignant to bear with remonftrance where they had expected excufe, 
and the eloquence of Bernard having once fo fatally deceived them, had now 
loft its wonted efFctt*. But, while the ears of Bernard were thus aflailed by 
the curfes of his countrymen,, all France was unanimous in beftowing its bene- 
dictions on the abbot of Saint Denis, who had governed the ftate, during the 



the higheft commendations. 
A. D. 1 150, j mi 1 152.3 



ifdom 



om 



Normandy 



eignty aflerted their feparate claims 



*Mat. Paris, Ann, 11 50, p. in* 



350 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ II 5 2 * 

with equal fuccefs. — Geoffrey, count of Anjou, and his fon Henry PI ant a genet 

repaired to his court, and claimed his protection againft an u fur per who had de- 
prived them of their lawful inheritance. Policy coinciding with juftice, the 
king liftened to their fuit, and, having refolved to cfpoufe their caufe, railed a 
powerful army, with which he invaded Normandy ; and, having reduced that 
duchy, refigned it to prince Henry, who paid him homage for it, and, as a re- 
ward for a fervice fo important, ceded to him that diftrifr of country which lies 
between the rivers Epte and Andelle, and is diftinguifhed by the appellation of 



Normand 



The 



jou died foon after, leaving three fbns ; Henry, who fuc- 
ceeded to his dominions ; Geoffrey, to whom he bequeathed Chinon, Loudun 



William, who was inverted with the countv of Mor 



N 



minifters 



abbot of 



Saint Denis. And thefe were foon followed by the pious enthufiaft, Saint Ber- 
nard ; who, during his life, had founded no lefs than feventy-feven convents 

of his own order ; thirty-five in France ; eleven in Spain ; fix in the Low Coun- 
tries ; five in England; five in Ireland; five in Savoy; four in Italy; two in 
Germany ; two in Sweden ; one in Hungary, and one in Denmark ; and thefe 
abbies had given rife to as many more in the different countries in which they 
were fituated. 

The coolnefs that had fubfifted between the king and queen, ever fince the 
difcovery of Eleonora's infidelity at Antioch, daily increafed ; and the contra- 
riety of their difpofitions at length produced fo dreadful an antipathy between 
them, that they were unable to fupport each other's company. Lewis lamented 
in fecret the licentious conduct of a wife, who neither refpected his rank nor 
perfon ; while the queen affe&ed to bewail the cruelty of her own fate, in hav- 



married 



When 



they were thus mutually prepared for a feparation, a divorce was refolved on ; 
but the king, though deeply offended, was willing to fpare the reputation of his 
wife, and inftead of founding his pretenfions on her adulterous behaviour, 



fanguinity*. 



more 



affembled at Beaujenci, was 



declared to be valid, and the fentence of divorce was accordingly pronounced. 



With 



counties of Guienne andPoitou ; though his conduit, in thus eafily parting with 

i_u • -i i _ _ t it r _ii i • n • • , A 



d 



was 



juftic 



Eleonora was do fooner at liberty than fhe was addreffed by a variety of 



{tutors, whom 



• Geft? Lqdov, vii. c. 29, p. 41 1. Hiftor. ejufd.p, 415* 
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duced to overlook the defers of her mind, and the frailty of her conduct* 
Thofe who, from their birth and pretentions, had the faireft profpeft of fuccefs, 
were Thibaud, count of Chartres and Blois ; Geoffrey, count of Chinon ; and 
his brother Henry Plantagenet, duke of Normandy and count of Anjou, The 
two firft, defpairing of fuccefs, formed feparate plans for taking off the prin- 
cefs by force on her road to Guienne ; but fhe had the good fortune to efcape 
the fnares that were laid for her, and to reach her own dominions in perfect 
fafety. The moment fhe arrived there, fhe difpatched a faithful meflenger to 
the duke of Normandy, with the offer of her hand and fortune. The alliance 
was equally fuitable to both parties ; it gave to Henry the fineft duchy in France, 
while it fecured to Eleonora — to ufe the words of the reverend father Daniel 
" a prince in the bloom of youth, full of fire, gallant, brave, and vigorous; equally 
" capable of defending her dominions, and fatisfying her defires*.' 1 Henry 
accordingly accepted with joy the proffered prize, andheedlefsof thofe imper- 
fections in his bride which, it is probable, either his vanity or his ambition taught 
him to overlook, haftened to the completion of that ceremony which put him 
in full pofTeffion of the perfon and domains of Eleonora, within fix weeks after 
her divorce from Lewist. 

A. D. 1 This marriage was highly difpleaflng to the French, who 
could not fee, without alarm, the extenfive and important countries of Nor- 
mandy, Maine, Anjou, Guienne and Poitou, united under the domination of a 
prince whole perfonal merit increafedthe confequence he derived from the ex- 
tent of his territories. The king, in particular, was greatly incenfed, and not 
without reafon, for, by her marriage contract with Henry, Eleonara had difin- 
herited the two daughters which fhe had by Lewis. He begau to repent his fa- 
cility in having invefted Henry with the duchy of Normandy, and, in order to 
humble the pride of that prince, he entered into a league with the king of Eng- 
land ; his fbn Euflace ; the count of Blois ; and Geoffrey, brother to Henry?, 
who all fwore, that they would not lay down their arms till they had ftripped 
the duke of Normandy of a power, that at once excited their envy and alarmed 
their fears. 

But this confederacy was attended with no bad confequences to Henry, who, 
by his timely fubmiffion, regained the friendfhip of Lewis ; and the death of the 
count of Boulogne about thefame time called the attention of Stephen to another 
quarter j Henry had recently made a defcent upon England, where his progrefs 
was rapid, and his party powerful. After taking feveral important for trefTes, 
he threw fuccours into Wallingford, which the king had advanced to befiege 
with a fuperior force. At this place the two armies lay oppofite to each other 
three days, in continual expectation of a decifive aftion, when the nobility of 
either party, alarmed at the profpeft of farther bloodfhed, and the confufios 

* V. Daniel, t. ii. p. 605* f Le Gcndre, U iu p. J56. $ Chroa. Norn^ 
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that mu ft inevitably refult from a general engagement, for whichever fide victo- 
ry might chance to declare, interpofed their good offices, and offered terms of 
accommodation to the rival princes* A negociation was accordingly commenc- 
ed, the conciufion of which was greatly facilitated by the death of Euftace. 
The terms of this treaty were, that Stephen fhould enjoy the crown during his 
life ; that juftice fhould be adminiftered in his name, even in thofe provinces 
which had acknowledged the fovereignty of Henry ; that Henry fhould, on the 
demife of Stephen, fucceed to the kingdom ; and that William, Stephen's fou, 

fhould inherit Boulogne and his patrimonial eftate. Lewis, dreading the confe- 
quences of this accommodation, renewed his incurfions into Normandy, and, lay- 
ing (lege to Vernon, reduced that town to the neceffity of capitulating. 

A. D. 1 154, iiyy-] Such was the ftate of affairs in the rival kingdoms of 
France and England, when king Stephen died at Dover, in the fiftieth year of 
his age, and the thirteenth of his reign. Henry fucceeded to the throne with- 
out oppoiition ; and the En glifh nobles were happy to be governed by a monarch, 
whole perfonal merits they had witneffed, and the extent'of whofe foreign pop- 
feflions would, they conceived, afford additional fecurity to the crown. Nor- 
mandy, Anjou, Touraine, Saintonge, Poitou, and Guienne, acknowledged the 
authority of Henry, who, with the addition of power he had recently acquired, • 
might have continued the war with Lewis with the faireft profpeft of fuccefs ; 
but, impreffed with the fpirit of moderation, he forbore to profit by the flatter- 
ing advantage, and propofed terms of accommodation to Lewis. Thefe the 
French monarch accepted, and a peace was accordingly concluded between 
them, on condition that Henry fhould pay two thoufand marks of filver, in order 
to defray the expences incurred by Lewis during the war, and renew his ho- 
mage for all the territories he poflefled on the continent. The treaty was re- 
ligioufly obferved on both fides for five or fix years, daring which time Henry 

paid frequent vifits to Lewis, and the moft friendly inter courfe fubfifted between 
the two monarchs. 

About this time Lewis married Conftance, daughter of Alphonfo the Eighth, 
king of Leon and Caflile, who was accordingly crowned at Orleans by the 
.archbifhop of Sens. Soon after the celebration of his nuptials, the king under- 
took a pilgrimage to the tomb of St. James, at Compoftella, the capital of Gal-' 
Hcia*; and, during this devout expedition, he had an interview with his father- 
in-law, and with Sancho the Fifth, who filled with reputation and ability the 
throne of Navarre. On his return, Lewis affembled a fplendid council at Soif- 
fpns, diftinguifhed by the prefence of the duke of Burgundy, the counts of Flan- 
ders, Troyes, Nevers, and Soiflbns, and a long train of noble and powerful vat 
falst ; but flill more memorable by the influence of the fovereign, who engaged 
th£ haughty barons to fwear to a ten year's peace, and to fubmit their differ* 

f M«* r &n» I. xi, c r z% 'I Epift. Ludou, vii. 57. apud Duch. t. ^ p. 583* 
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fword. 



juftic 



] The 



Maine 



Anjou, "and had actually made incur fions into thofe provinces, and obtained 
pofleflion of a confiderable part of them ; but, on the approach of Henry> 
he was compelled to forego his claims on condition of retaining a part of 
his lands, and of receiving an annuity of a thoufand pounds in lieu of thofe 
which his brother obliged him to relinquifh. After this accommodation, 
Geoffrey retired to Nantes in Brittany, the inhabitants of which, having 
revolted from their lawful fovereign, invited him to affume the govern- 
ment of their diftrift. On the death of this prince, which foon occurred^ 
Henry, as his heir, laid claim to the territory, and repaired to the conti- 
nent, to fupport his pretentions by force of arms*. Conan, duke of Brit*" 
tany, who claimed Nantes as belonging .to his dukedom, from which it had 
been lately feparated by rebellion, had, immediately after the deceafe of Geof- 
frey, taken pofleflion of it. Henry's firft 'care, on his arrival in Normandy, was 
to fecure the friendfliip of Lewis, whofe interpofition in the controverfy he had 
reafon to apprehend ; he therefore paid him a viflt, in which it was fettled that 
prince Henry, the king's eldeft fon, and heir to his crown, fhould be affianced 
to the princefs Margaret, daughter of Lewis, by Conftance of Caftile ; though 
the former was only five years of age, and the latter ftill in her cradle. This 
alliance procured Henry an invitation to Paris, where he was entertained with 
the utmoft magnificence for feveral days ; and he fo far infinuated himfelf into the 
good graces of Lewis, that he granted him a commiflion, as count of Anjou 
and feneichal of France, to decide the important controverfy which had fub* 
filled for fometime between Eudes, count of Ponlievre, and Conan, duke of 
Brittany, about the right to that dukedom. 

Conan was no {boner informed of the power with which Henry was entrufted, 



Nantes 



was 



to pur chafe a favourable fentence, which he accordingly obtaxnedf . Nor 
this the only advantage which the king of England derived from this unexpetted 
incident. The duke of Brittany, harr ailed with the turbulent dilpofition of his 
fellow-fabje£ts, and defirous of fecuring to himfelf the protection of fo powerful 
a monarch, betrothed his daughter, and only child, who was yet an infant, to 
Geoffrey, the king's third fon, who was in his infancy likewife. Conan died 
.about feven years after this tranfadiofi, and Henry, being mefne-lord, and alio 
natural guardian to his fon and daughter-in-law, took pofleffion of that princi- 
pality, arid annexed it, for the prelent, to his other exteniive dominions, 

Henry's fuccefs in all his undertakings, and the additional power which he 
daily acquired, could not fail to excite the apprehenlions, and to roufe the jea-* 
loufy of Lewis, who fuffered no opportunity to efcape that could tend to 

* Robert de Monte, f GervasChron. Ann, 1 1 5 - — Chron, Noraan. p. 094, 
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ftrengthen his authority, or to extend his influence. His wife Conftancc dyin o» 
in child-bed, he complied with the entreaties of his nobles, feconded by his own 
concern for the tranquillity of his kingdom, and his dcfire to perpetuate the fcep- 
tre in the hands of his pofterity — to contrail: a third marriage, Adelaide, the 
daughter of Thibaud, count of Champagne, was theobjeft of his choice j and 
his alliance* with that princefs firmly attached to his intereft the different branches 
of that powerful family. In order to ftrengthen the more this prudent connec- 
tion, he married his two daughters by Eleanora to two fons of the count of 
Champagne : : — Mary, to Henry the Firft, count of Troyes ; and Alix, to Tlii- 
Laud, count of Blois. 

The king of England, in the mean time, not yet fatisfied with the acceflion 
of power which he had recently obtained by the acquifition of Nantes, now de- 
termined to revive the pretentions of his queen, Eleanora, to the county of 
Touloufe. Thefe were founded on the right of her grandmother, Philippa, 
duchefs of Guienne, who was the only ifllic of William the Fourth, count of 
Touloufe ; and who muft have inherited his dominions, had not that prince, 
from an anxiety to preferve the fucceffion in the male line, conveyed the prin- 
cipality to his brother, Raymond de Saint Gilles, whole grandfon of the lame 
name was now count of Touloufe. But when Lewis the Seventh married Elea- 
nora, he maintained that the conveyance was a mere coilufion between the two 
brothers to defraud the lawful heir; and that the confent of William the Ninth, 
count of Poitiers, the hulband of Philippa, which had been obtained by a fum 
of money, was infuflicent to render it valid: he therefore alledged, that the 
whole tranfaftion was illegal, and confequently null ; and that his confort, Elea- 
nora, was entitled to the inheritance of her grandmother, Philippa, on reim- 

burling the fum which had been paid to the count of Poitiers for the confirma- 
tion of the fiftitious conveyance*. 

Raymond, who was then in poffefiion of the county, in vain pleaded prelcrip- 
tion 5 Lewis was fufhciently powerful to enforce his pretenfions, and he threa- 
tened to invade the count's territories : but a negociation was entered into, 
which, terminating in the marriage of Raymond with Conftance, the lifter of 
Lewis, and widow of Euftace, the fbn of Stephen, induced the king to defift 
from his claims. Thefe pretenfions, however, Henry, by his marriage with 
Eleanora, thought himfelf authorifed to renew ; and, finding that Raymond was 
determined to oppofe them, and had engaged Lewis to fupport him, he impo- 
feda tax on his fubjecls, whereby he was enabled to raifc an army of foreign mer- 
cenaries, with which he refolved to invade the county of Touloufe. He ac- 
cordingly repaired to the continent, and, being affifted by Berenger, count of 
Barcelona, and Trine aval, count of Nifmes, whom he had gained over to his 
party, made an incurfion into Qucrcy, and took the town of Cahors* He then 

t JJcubr. p. 387 j Cliron. W. Honing, p. 494* 
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dire&ed his march toward Touloufe ; and, having taken Verdun, Cafllenau, 
and many other places of importance, prepared to inveftthe capital ; but Lewis, 
advancing before the arrival of the main body, threw himfelf into the town 
with a fmall rc-inforcement of troops. Henry v/as advifed by his minifters, 
and particularly by the celebrated Thomas a Becket, who was then chancellor 
of England, to profecute the fiege with redoubled vigour ; that, by making 
Lewis prifoner before the approach of his army, he might be enabled to impofe 
his own terms of accommodation. But theftrift attention which intereft promp- 
ted him to afford to the principles of the feudal government, to which he was 
indebted for the fecurity of his own extenfive pofleffions, compelled him to re-* 
jeel advice replete with political prudence, and to declare, in the moft pofltive 
terms, that no confideration fhouid induce him to attack a place that was defen- 
ded by his fuperior lord in perfon. Purluant to this declaration, he defifted 
from befieging the capital, and marched into Normandy ; to protect that pro- 
vince from the incurlions of Robert, count of Dreux, whom his brother, Lewis, 
had fent to invade it, in-order to divert the attention of Henry from his defigns 
upon the city of Touloufe-. 

Henry now profecuted the war with equal vigour and fuccefs. Having enter- 
ed the Beauvoifin, he took and demolifhcd the ftrong fortrefs of Gerberoy, and 
reduced feveral towns and villages to afhes.. He obtained pofleffion of all the 
cafiles of Simon de Montfort, count of Evreux, and fupplied them with nu- 
merous garrilbns, which extended their ravages to the vicinity of the metropo- 
lis ; and, by laying wafte the intermediate country, cut off the communication 
of Paris with Orleans and Etampes ; fo that Lewis was obliged to propofe a 
ceflation of arms, that was loon followed by a peace, which fecured to Henry 
the poflbflion of all the places he had fubdued in the county of Touloufe ; 
while his eldeft fon did homage to the king of France for the duchy of Nor- 
mandy t. 

A. D. 1 161, 1 162, 1 163.] A circumftance foon occurred to interrupt the 
tranquillity which this accommodation was intended to eflablifh. It had been 
ftipulated, in the marriagc-contradt between prince Henry and Margaret of 
France, that-the towns of Gifors, Neauftle, and Neufchatel, which were con- 
figned to the cuftody of two knights-templars, Tofte de Saint Omer, and Ro- 
bert de Pirou, as the dowry of that princefs,- fhouid be delivered into the hands 
of the king of England, immediately after the celebration of the nuptials; 
Henry, fearing that the French monarch might change his mind, and being ea- 
ger to obtain polfeffion of the dowry of his daughter-in-law, prevailed on the 
pope's legate to celebrate the marriage, though the prince was only fix years of 
age, and the princefs ftill younger. As foon as the ceremony was performed 

r 

Fits-Stephen, Vita S. Thom. Cantuar. p. 22 ; Joann. in Quadrilogo, c. 9 et 10; W. Neubrigen. L 
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the knights -templars, in. compliance with the ftipulations of the treaty, deliver- 
ed up the three towns to Henry ; which fo incenfed Lewis, that he banifhed 
them his dominions, and commenced hoftilities againft the king of England-. 

No event of any importance occurred during the operations of this war, 
which was fpeedily terminated ; for, after the two monarchs had been fome time 
in fight of each other, without difcovering the fmaileft inclination to decide their 
quarrel by a general engagement, the reftoration of tranquillity was effected by 
the interpofition of mutual friends, who perfuaded them to renew the terms of 
the late treaty, which were accordingly confirmedt. 

The eftablifhment of peace afforded the kings of France and England an op- 
portunity of attending to the affairs of the church ; and particularly to the vio- 
lent conteft for the papacy, that had taken place after the death of Adrian the 
Fourth, which happened on the firft of September, in the year 1159. The 
cardinals being divided in their choice, had nominated two different perfonsto 
the papal dignity ; O&avian, who afTiimed the appellation of Viftor the Fourth, 
was chofen by one party ; while the others, gave their voices in favour of Ro- 
land, who took the name of Alexander the Third. 

Lewis and Henry, after much deliberation, agreed to acknowledge the lat- 
terf, who had lately eftabliftied his refidence at Clermont, in Auvergne. This 
pontiff had an interview with the two kings in the autumn of the year 1 162, at 
the caftle of Torcy on the Loire ; and they treated him with fuch marks of 
condefcenfion and relpeft, that both difmounted to receive him ; and, each of 
them holding a rein of his bridle, walked by his fide, and, in that fubmiffivc 
manner, conducted him into the fortrejs||.< — cc A fight,''* exclaims Baronius in 

anecftacy, " worthy the attention of gods, angels, and men! and fuch an one 

* c as the world had never before experienced !" 

The jealoufy that continued to fubfift between Lewis and Henry, notwith- 
ilandingthe friendfhip and efteem they profeffed for each other, proved an ef- 
fectual bar to the continuation of peace. It may be eafily fuppofed, that in 
this difpofition of their minds every cafhal offence was magnified into an inten- 
tional infult ; and that, more anxious to irritate than to foothe, juftification was 
frequently attempted where redrefs fliould have been offered. The firft circum- 
itance that led to an open rupture was the proteftion offered by Lewis, to the 
celebrated Thomas a Becket. 

A. D. 1 162^ 1 163, 1164, 1 165.] This extraordinary man was fdn of a citi- 
zen of London, at which place he was born in the year 1 1 19 . Being of an ac- 
tive difpofition, andpoffeffed of fome talents, he attraftedthe notice of Theo- 
bald, primate of England, who obtained for him fome office and preferments, 
the profits of which enabled him, after the completion of his ftudies. at Oxford,, 

f W. Ncubrigen. h lu c. 24. — R. Hoveden, p. 282.— M. Paris, p. 68»— Ypodigma Neuftrias, anno n6o>* 
+ Chron. Norman, p, + w. Neubrigen. 1. ii. c. 9. jj Ghron. Norm. £. 99 8 ' 
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to travel for improvement in France and Italy. He refided fome time at the 
xiniverlity of Paris, from whence he repaired to Bologna*, where he applied 
himfelf clofely to the ftudy of the civil and canon law ; and, on his return to his 
native country, the proficiency he had made in thofe branches of learning, induc- 
ed his patron to promote him to the archdeaconry of Canterbury, an office of 
great truft and emolument. Being peculiarly qualified for the tranfa&ion of 
bufinefs at the court of Rome, he was employed in feveral negociations of great 
intricacy, which he conducted with fuch /kill and addrefs as endeared him {till 
more to Theobald ; who, on the acceflion of Henry the: Second, recommended 

him to that monarch as a perfon worthy of farther preferment. In confequencc 
of this recommendation, and of the king's knowledge of his fpirit and ability, 
he was appointed chanfellorof England, in 1158K 

This was an office not lefs important from the power it conferred, than the 
wealth it enfured 3 and, to increale both his influence and fortune, Becket re- 
ceived, in addition the place of pravoft of Beverley,and the deanery of Haftings m r 
he was alfo created conftable of the tower, and put in poffeflion of the honours- 
of Eye and Berkham, extenfive baronies, comprehending together three hundred 
knights' fees which had efcheated to the crown- To complete the grandeur of 
this afpiring fubjeft, the education of prince Henry, the king's eldeft fon, and 
heir to the throne, was entrufted to his caret.* But his expences increased in- 
proportion to the honours that were thus laviflied on him ; and his revenue, 
though immenfe, was inadequate to fupport his prodigality. His magnificence,, 
as defcribed by Fitz-Stephens, his hiftorian and fecretary, was almoft incredibly- 
great ; his drefs,. his furniture, and his retinue befpoke the pomp of fbvereignty ; 

he retained a prodigious number of knights in his fervice ; noblemen of the firft 
rank fent their fons to be educated as pages in his family ; and he employed two- 
and fifty clerks to keep the accounts of vacant prelacies, and of his own eccle- 
fiaftical preferments. His leifure hours were devoted to the fports of the field, 
and the martial amufements of the age ; expert in military exercifes, while he- 
fervedin Normandy, he unhorfed a French chevalier of approved prowefs, and 
led off his courfer in triumph. When he crolTed the channel, he was conftant- 
]y attended by five vefTels ; and when Henry undertook the expedition to Tou- 
loufe, Becket attended him with feven hundred knights, whom he maintained 
at his own charge. In the fubfequent wars on the frontiers of Normandy, he 
fupported, during forty days, twelve hundred knights, and four thoufand of their 
trainfl ; and when he was fent on an embafly to Paris> to negociate the marriage 
of the princefs Margaret, he aftonifhed the French court by the number and. 
magnificence of his retinue, which confifled of more than a thoufand perfons. 

* J. Brompt. apud. x. Script. Col, 10 J 2.— Gervas, ib. Col. 166S. + J. Brompt. Col. 10^7, 1 05$- 
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Such was the man whom Henry, on the death of Theobald, promoted to the 
primacy, in oppofition to the ftrenuous folicitations of his mother, the emprefs 
Matilda, and the carnefl remonftrances of many of its minifters, feconded and 
confirmed by the clergy and prelates of England*. No fooner was Becket in 
polfeffion of this dignified ftation, than his whole deportment and mode of life 
underwent a change the moft rapid and complete. He immediately quitted the 
luxurious gaiety of a courtier for the auftere folemnity of a monk, determined 
to acquire that character of fan&ity to which his paft life could afford him fuch 
flender pretenfions. He fent the feals to the king, who had not yet returned 
from the continent, under thefpecious pretext of appropriating his whole time 
to the clifcharge of his fpiritual duties ; but, in reality, with the view to eftab- 
lifti his independence, by breaking off all immediate connexions with his fove- 
reign. That pomp and magnificence which had hitherto diftinguifhed him were 
now laid afide as foreign from his purpofe, or were only to be feen in his retinue, 
which he retained in their ancient fplendour, as being well adapted to ftrike the 
minds of the vulgar with awe. With the fame view he practifed all the feve- 
rities of church-difciple, and fubje&ed himfelf to the moft rigid mortification. 
He wore fackcloth next his fkin ; and, by a ftudied affectation to conceal it, was 
careful to render it an object of remark to all the world* He changed his gar- 
ment fo feldom, that it was filled with dirt and vermin. His ufual diet was 
bread, and his drink water, which he made unpalatable by the infufion of unfa- 
voury herbs. His back was torn with ftripes, which he mflifted on himfelf* 
He daily waflied, on his knees, in imitation of our Saviour, the feet of thirteen 
beggars, whom he afterwards difinifled with prefentst. By his munificence to 
the convents and hofpitals, he fought to gain the afredtions of the monks ; and 
that his humility and devotion might become the fubjedt of public commenda- 
tion, he received all fuch as made the fmalleft profeflions of fan&ity, endea- 
vouring, by his converfation, to imprefs their minds with a deepfenfe of his own 
merits. His time feemed to be folely devoted to purpofes of religion, to tho 
recital of prayers and pious exhortations, or the perufal of religious difcourfes. 
His afpeCt wore the appearance of deep reflection and fecret devotion. In fhort, 
the whole tenor of his conduct convinced every man of penetration that he was 

meditating fome deep defign ; and that his ambition, diverted from its primitive 
courfe, had taken a more dangerous direction. 

Nor was it long before his defigns became manifeft ; though, previous to his 
elevation to the primacy, he was as well acquainted with the king's intentions! 
of retrenching, or rather confining within the ancient bounds all ecclefiaftical 
privileges, and had always fliewn a ready difpofition to comply with themj), he 
jiow ftood forth the determined champion of clerical immunities, and encourage 

* Epift. Divi Thomae, 1. i. — Epift, exxvi. p. 190. + Fitz-Steph. p. 2$. Quadril. p. ig# J FitZ? 
•gtcph. p. 17, (j Ibid. p. 23.— Epift. St, Thorn, p. 232. 
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eda dangerous ftruggle between the crown and the mitre. In enforcing an 
exemption of the clergy from all civil jurifdi&ion, he was particularly flrenu- 



OUS 



immediate 



trate, he ftrove to cftahlifhan independence that mufthave proved wholly del* 
truftive of every principle of good government. The confequence of this doc- 
trine was a dreadful augmentation of crimes ; on enquiry, it had been found 
that, in the firft nine years of Henry's reign, no lefs than a hundred murders 
had been perpetrated by ecclefiaflical ruffians, who, fcreened from the penalties 
of the law, were fuffered to pafs unpuniflied*. A clerk, having debauched the 
daughter of a gentleman in Worcefterfhire, proceeded to murder the father. 
A crime of fuch magnitude, exciting univerfal indignation, the king was induced 
to attempt the remedy of an abufe that had now become intolerable, and accord- 
ingly infilled that the criminal fliould be delivered to the civil magiftxate, that 
he might receive the punifhment annexed by law to his offence t: but Becket 
refilled to yield him up, and even fent him to the bifliop's prifon, to fcreen him 
from the purfuit of the king's officers ; maintaining, at the fame time, that no 
greater punifhment than degradation could be inflitted on himt. Another 
priefl, who had committed facrilege, by Healing a filver chalice from a church 
in London, was alfo demanded by the king, and refufed in a fimilar manner by 
the primate. 

Enormities like thefe aroufed the nation to a fenfe of its danger ; and, in the 
ftruggle which enfued between Henry and Becket, that turbulent prelate betray- 



rogance and preiumption that rendered him 



* J 

the laws and cuftoms of th 



lengtl 



Confiiia 



tio?is of Clarendon^. But he foon repented of his condefcenfion, and being ab- 
folved from the obligation he had formed by the omnipotence of the fovereign 
pontiff §, he loudly retraced his oath, and, again declaring war againfl his king, 
retired for protection to the court of Flanders, where his rebellious principles 
were ftrengthenedby the exhortations of the pope, and where he was honoured 



t>y a vmt rrom JL-ewis, wno, attorciing mm a late retreat to the monaltery of Saint 
Columbe, at Sens, after he had been driven, by the menaces of Henry, from 
the convent of Pontigny, whither he had retired. 

Lewis, at this time was in high fpirits at the birth of a fon, who was chriften- 
ed by the name of Philip, to which the appellation of Dieu-do7ine (given by God) 
was annexed. This was the prince who afterwards acquired the title of Aitg-aJ- 
tus ; " a title," faysRigord, a contemporary writer, " which was conferred on 
" fuch of the Roman emperors as had encreafed. the imperial power ; from the 

* Neubr. p. 394. + Fitz. Stcpli. p. 3 3. Qaadril. p. 32. t Fitz-Steph. p. zq— Quadr. p. 33, 45, 

P- 492-—M. Paris, p. 72.— Diceto, p. 536, 537. Erompton. p. ioc8.— Gervafc, p. 1 5 ?L 
Jipift. St. Thorn, p. 208, 209. 11 Vita St, Thorns, 1. i. c. xxi. p. 39. § M. Paris, p. 71,72, 
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" word Aageo; who then can have better claims to this title than Philip, from 
* c the augmentation which he made in his finances, from his extenfion of the li- 
<c mits of his kingdom, and laftly from his birth, which occurred in the month 
of j4uguft, when plenty reigns in every quarter V 7 

A. D. 1 166, 1 167, 1 168, 1169.J A war now broke out between Lewis and 
Henry, whofe minds had been mutually irritated by the affair of Becket, to whom 
the former extended his protection and encouragement. In confequence of fome 
controverfy in which Henry was engaged with the count of Auvergne, a vaftal of 
the duchy of Guienne, he had invaded the territories of that nobleman, who had 
recourfe to Lewis, as his fuperior lord, for protection, and thereby engaged the 
two monarchs in hoftilities . But this war was, as ufual, no lefs feeble in its ope- 
rations, than frivolous in its caufe and object : armies were, indeed, raifed on 
both tides, and fome towns and fortrefTes taken and demoliflied. Thefe mutual 
depredations were, however, fufpended by a truce which was figned in the 
month of Auguft, 1167, and was to continue till the following Eafter j but, be- 
fore the truce was expired Lewis excited the factious barons of Poitouand Gui- 
enne to revolt, and, in order to fecure their fidelity, he exafted from them a 
mimber of hoftages. They foon, however, hadreafbn to repent of their teme- 
rity ; for Henry marched againft them at the head of a powerful army, took their 
caftles, deftroyed their towns, and, in ftiort, reduced them to the neceflity of 
declaring their willingnefs to fubmit to his authority, provided he could refcue 
their hoftages from the hands of Lewis, In order to remove this obftacle, Henry, 
having placed ftrong garrifons in the fortrelfes which he had taken, held a con- 
ference with the king of France between Mante and Pacey; but his attempts 

ages were ineffectual, Lev/is peremptorily refufingto reftore 
them ; and all Henry could obtain was a prolongation of the truce till Midfum- 
mer. In the mean time the barons of Poitou had again revolted ; and Henry 

was marching to reduce them, when his attention was called to Brittany, where 
the nobles, in imitation of thofe of Poitou, ftimulated by the king of France, 
to whom they alfo had delivered hoftages, had proceeded to open rebellion. 
But this revolt was as unfuccefsful as the former, as feebly fuftained, and as 
eafily quelled. The confequence of its fuppreffion was, a fecond interview 
between Lewis and Henry ; in which the former again refufingto deliver up the 
hoftages, the truce was luffered to expire without any attempt to prolong it ; 
and the war being in confequence renewed, was continued for fcveral months ; 
during which time no action occurred worthy hiftorical notice. The two mo- 
jiarchs being, at length, equally tired of a conteft from which neither honour 
jiqr advantage could be derived, a peace was concluded between them at Mont- 



Henry 



January, in the year 1169. On this occafion prince 



Maine 



formerly dgne for Normandy 
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* 

dnchy of Aquitainc. At the fame time his third fon, Geoffrey, did homage to 



grand 



his eider brother Henry, for Brittany, as a fief of the duchy of Normandy 
Prince Henry was alfo reftored to the offi 
hereditary in the counts of Anjotu ' 

At this laft interview, the imperious primate of England was induced to at* 



„ A , monk 

to whole interpofition and influence the peace there figned is in a great meafure 
to be attributed. To promote the reconciliation they were fo anxious to effett 
between Becket and his fovereign, they took infinite pains to perfuade the pri- 
mate to conduit himfelf with that humility and relpedt which appeared to them 

abfolutely necelfary to be obferved to a monarch he had lb grofsly offended ; 

and thefe worthy priefls, being now feconded by Lewis, and by all the princes 
and prelates who were prefent, in their efforts to facilitate an accommodation, 
at length prevailed upon the primate to liften to their remonftrances. Accord- 
ingly, when he was introduced to Henry, he fell upon his knees and offered to 
make his fubmiflions, but with afalvo to the honour of God and the liberties of 
the church*, expreffed in fuch ambiguous terms as would admit of any inter- 
pretation which, in future, he might find it moft convenient to adopt. This 
could not efcape the penetration of the Englifh monarch, whom experience had 
rendered cautious ; he therefore expreffed his difpleafure at the form of fubmi£ 
fion, and infilled that the primate fhould, without equivocation or fubterfuge, 
promife obedience to thofe laws and cuftoms which former archbifhops of Can- 
terbury had obeyed in the reigns of his predeceflbrs, and which Becket himfelf 
had alfo fworn to obey when he was raifed to that dignity. With this condi- 
tion he at firft refufed to comply ; but, the king refufing to difpenfe with it, and 
being flrongly urged by many of the nobles and prelates, he at length confent- 
ed to include in his fubmilfion, the promife required of him, though flill clogg- 
ed with his favourite falvo to the honour of God, and the rights of his order. 
Henry, provoked at his obflinacy, addreffed Lev/is in words of the following 
import: — " I am convinced, by the falvo on which this prelate infifts with 16 
u much pertinacity, that it is his intention to render the honours of God fubfer- 

" vientto his own caprice, and to conftrue every attempt to reftrain him with- 
u in the bounds of decency and moderation into a violation of the rights of his 
" order. But, to demonftrate the duplicity of his conduct, and the fincerity of 
" my own, I think it neceffary to make this public declaration — there have been 
many kings of England, before me, fome of greater, fome of lefs, authority 



w w i^J / * J J J 

than myfelf ; there have alfo been many archbifliops of Canterbury, diftin- 
guifhed for their piety and goodnefs, and entitled to universal relpedl and 
efteem : let Becket but obfervc to me tlie fame obedience which the greatcft 



c; fatisfiedt." 



* Epift. St. Thorax, 1. iv. Ep. 8. + Ibid, 1. ii. c. % c. 
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Lewis and the whole affembly were fo ftricken with the candour of this pro- 
pofal, that they could not refrain from declaring that the conceflions of the king 
were as great as could poffibly be expe&ed ; and they earneftly exhorted the 
primate to accept the terms now offered to him ; but Becket, with a determined 

obftinacy, that neither the threats of his enemies, nor the remonftrances of his 

friends, could induce him to depart from, adhered to his falvo, and thereby 
rendered the conference itfelf inefte&ual. This conduft infpired many of the 
French nobility with fuch unfavourable ideas of Becket, that they did not fcru- 
•pie publicly to condemn his pride as intolerable ; and to declare, that, fince he 
chofe to reject fuch reafonable terais, he was undeferving of protection, and 
ought to be expelled from the dominions both of France and England, Even 
Lewis himfelf withdrew his confidence and friendfhip from him for a time, 
though his jealoufy of the Englifh monarch foon induced him to renew their 
former friendly intercourfe. 

A. D. 1 170.] At length, however, a reconciliation was effe&ed between 
Henry and Becket, by the united efforts of the king of France, and pope Alex- 
ander the Third, when the primate returned to England, and once more, oc- 
cupied the fee of Canterbury. But, his arrogance being nnfubdued by advcr- 
fity, he launched forth the thunders of the church againft his former opponents j 
fufpended the archbifliop of York, and excommunicated the bifliops of London 
and Salifbury. Reginald de Warrenne, and Gervafe de Cornhill, two of the 
Icing's minifters, who were employed on their duty in Kent, allied him, on hear- 
ing of this audacious attempt, whether he meant to bringfireand fword into the 
.kingdom. But the primate, heedlefs of the reproof, proceeded to exert that 
tyranny which was congenial to his foul 5 and the fhameful manner in which 
he broke the terms of his reconciliation, (by his numerous afts of violence 
and fedition) openly violated the laws, and bade defiance to the royal authority,, 
fully juftified the fpirit of refentment that evinced itfelf in every part of the 
kingdom. Aware of the indignation he had excited, he at length retired to 
Canterbuiy, where he pafTed about a week in great folitude ; and, if the ac- 
counts of his biographers may be credited, he received daily intelligence of 
frefh infults offered to his friends, and depredations committed on his eftates, 
which induced him to remark, to one of his chief confidants, that he was con- 
vinced the conteft would not end without effufion of blood ; and that he was 
determined to die for the liberties of the church* ; a declaration which plainly 
demonftrated, that he preferred the gratification of his favourite paffions, even 
to the prefervation of his life ; and that his vanity extended its views beyond 
the limits of his exiftence. On Chriftmas-day, he mounted the pulpit of the 
cathedral, and delivered a fermon evidently compofed for the rebellious purpofe 
of inflaming the minds of his congregation, and exciting them to revenge 

? Stephanidcs Vita S. Thomx, p. 78- 
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againft all .fuch as had oppofed his meafures : thus rendering, by a fhameful de- 
pradation of his facred charafter, the duties of religion fubfervient to his own. 
infamous views, and bafely proftituting, to the promotion of difeord and gra- 
tification of pride, that place whence the benevolent precepts of peace and hu- 
mility fliould alone be delivered. At the end of his iermon he is faid to have 
predicted the near approach of his diffolution : but his conduit was ftrangely 
inconfiftent with fuch a belief ; for, inftead of having rccouric to thofe prepa- 
ratory ads of piety which a mind impreffed with a juft fenfe of futurity muft 
deem eflentially requilite at that awful period, he proceeded to thunder out his . 
anathemas againft the principal adherents of Henry, and to pronounce a formal 
fentence of excommunication againft Ranulph de Broc, his chief enemy, and 
his brother, Robert de Broc, who had been guilt)'' of no other offence, than 
that of having, the preceding day, cut off the tail of one of his fumpter-horfes ; 
and thefe cenfures were pronounced with the moft violent expreflions of anger,, 
both in his voice and countenance*. 

We cannot but afcribe thefe pernicious meafures of the primate (as we have 
elfwhere had occafion to remark) to his imperious and vindictive difpofition, 

notwithstanding the adverfe opinion of a celebrated hiftorian, who is willing to 

impute them to his fagacity, which enabled him to forefee the intentions of 
Henry to enforce the conftitutions of Clarendon, and to attempt to prevent 
their execution by thefe violent proceedingst. — To trace the fecret operations 
of the human mind, even when their effects are immediately before our eyes, 
is a talk of extreme difficulty ; but, when we are deprived, by a confiderable 
lapfe of time, of thofe collateral circumftances, which are fo materially nece£ 
fary to aid our obfervation, how much muftthe uncertainty of our investigation 
be enhanced 1 Fortunately, however, the prefent inftance is not one of thofe 
which demand any uncommon exertion to develope, as we concievc the opinion 
of the author we allude to, to have originated folely in his marked partiality 
to fpeculative wifdom, and in that ftrange defire, fo frequently to be obferved 
in philofophical writers, to afcribe the aftions of a diftinguiihed perfonage, to 
fome extraordinary caufe, as if fuch perfon ages were exempted, by their fitua- 
tion, from the frailties of human nature, and, by their rank, from the failings 
of their inferiors. Had Becket, in this inftance, deviated from the general te- 
nor of his conduct, we might, indeed, have been led to impute it to fome 
pax-ticular motive, and, perhaps, have been induced to admit that he was rather 
guided by his knowledge, than influenced by his paflions ; but his conduft, from 
the firft commencement of hoftilities between him and his fovereigri, had been 
invariably the fame : he had conftantly betrayed an averfion from pacific mea- 
fures ; impeded every attempt that had been made to promote a reconciliation ; 
fyftematically facrificed duty, moderation, nay, even intereft. itfeif, to the 

* Vita S. Thomae, 1. iii. c# 10, p. 118. + Hume's Hiftory of England, vol, i. p. 41 4, 
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gratification of pride, vanity, and revenge; and when, atlaft, he was compel- 
led to accept the conceffions of Henry, which, though lefs than his ambition 
had urged him to hope for, was greater than his penetration could fuffer him 
to expert, inftead of evincing an anxiety to cement the peace by the adoption 
of mild and conciliatory meafures, his thoughts were folely employed on the 
moft effcdlual means of fatiating his vengeance. On his arrival in England, he 
embraced the earlieft opportunity of putting his baleful projects in execution ; 
nay, even previous to his embarkation, he had found means to convey the fen- 
tences of excommunication to the prelates ; and thofe cenfures, which he now 
ifiueel, proceeded from the fame polluted fource: they were links of one conti- 
nued chain, unbroken, uninterrupted. It is evident, therefore, that Becket in 
this, as in almoft every circumftance in the whole courfe of his contefl with 
Henry, had fuffered his paffions to overcome his reafon ; nor can we indeed 
concieve any poffible difplay of fagacity in an attempt to deter his fovereignfrom 
the purfuit of a favourite objett by a frequent repetition of infults. Firmnefs 
and refolution may fometimes intimidate ; but infults and injuries can only ex- 
cite a defire of revenge. 

Advice of Becket's violent proceedings being fent to the king ?i , who then reft- 
ded at Bayeux in Normandy (where the archbifhop of York, and the bifhops of 
London and Salisbury had previoufiy arrived), and, probably, aggravated by 
the reprefentations of his courtiers — if meafures of fo pernicious a tendency 
could admit of aggravation — he burft forth into one of thofe paflionate excla- 
mations to which he was peculiarly addicted. The precife words of this effu- 
fion of anger have been varioully related by different hiftorians and biographers j 
they all, however, appear to agree in the more eftential point of their import, 
viz. — that they were ftrongly exprelfive of his indignation at the ingratitude of 
the primate, whom he had raifed from a ftate of obfeurity to the moft elevated 
ftation ; and demonftrative of the lukewarm zeal of his courtiers and fervants, 
who had fo long fuffered him to be infulted with impunity by a factious and tur- 
bulent prieft* . 

Henry, having thus given vent to the fir ft impulfe of his rage, thought no 
more of what he had faid ; but, unfortunately, the words of a fovereign are 
never fuiFered to fall difregarded : every trivial expreffion is eagerly watched 
by thofe courtly panders, whofe officious zeal, fcorning the tamer principles of 
pafjive obedience, is ever oh the wing to fupply food for the caprice of the mo- 
narch, to anticipate his wifhes, and to facraficc his honour to his frailty. 
Though this confideration mult inevitably lead to the moft melancholy reflec- 
tions on the unhappy 'ftate of royalty, it cannot be too firmly imprefled on the 
minds of princes, as it affords the moft powerful motives to prudent circum- 
ipecHon ; inculcates the neceffity of continual reftraint ; teaches^ that, to the 

* Geryafc, p. 14.14 ; Parker, p. 207 ; Vita S. Thomae, p. 1 19. 
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enjoyment of a fuperior flation, the difcharge of fuperior duty is invariably 
attached ; and, finally, enforces the ftrong difcrimination that muft ever fubfifl 
between the monarch and the man. 

The king's paffionate exclamation being mifmterpreted by- four of the barons 
who attended on his perfon/they immediately formed the refolution, either to 
awe Becket into fubmiflion by threats ; or, if thofe fhould prove ineffe&ual, 
which they were unwilling to believe, to free their fovereign from inquietude 
by putting him to death*. Having thus laid their plan, without imparting their 
intentions to any one, they withdrew from court at different times, and took 
different roads, in order to avoid fufpicion. On their arrival in England, they 
haftened to Canterbury, where they waited on Becket unarmed, and endeavour- 
ed to perfuade him to recall the fentences of excommunication he had nnjuftly 
ifflicd, and to make proper fubmiflion for the violence and illegality of his con- 
duct. The primate, however, remained inflexible ; alike deaf to entreaties 
and callous to threats, he rather fought, by taunts and abufe, to irritate, than 
by argument and reafon to foothe, thefe hoftile barons, whofe fatal. defigns he 
more than fulpefted ; in fhort, it appears probable, from ills behaviour in this 
inftance, when compared to his previous conduct, that his mind was inflated 
by the vain hope of procuring a place on the honourable lift of martyrs, — Pro- 
voked by his reproofs, and enraged at his obftinacy, the barons at length com- 
pleted their dreadful purpofe; the alter of the cathedral was ftained with the 
blood of the primate, and his afTafiins, conducted by a blind and impious rage, 
clove his fkull with repeated blows, and befmeared the hallowed pavement with 

his brainst. 

Such was the tragical end of Thomas a Becket. Of his murder there could 
be but one opinion ; but his conduct and character have been as varioufly repre- 
fented as any hiitorical event of the moft doubtful complexion. That he was 
a man of extenfive abilities we are not permitted to doubt, as the - concurring 
accounts of all the hiffcorians of thofe times evidently tend to confirm the fa<ft ; 
but the actions of his life molt certainly afford not the ftnalleft proof of fuperior 
wifdom. If we believe that, during his enjoyment of the high office of chan- 
cellor, his oftcntatious difplay of extraordinary pomp and magnificence, and 
his avowed fondnefs for fcenes of diffipation, were wholly affected, and that he 
had adopted a regular fyftem of hypocrify, in order to attain to that elevated 
itation to which he was afterwards promoted, we muft, indeed, allow him to 
have been poffeffed of acute penetration and confummate art : but, if from thence 
we are induced to admit the fincerity of his conduct as primate ; to believe that 
he was truly of opinion the caufe of religion could be promoted by the encou- 
ragement of clerical ufurpations, the protection of ecclefiaftical culprits, a con- 

* M. Paris, p. £6 ; Brompton, p. 1065 ; Benedift Abbas, p. jo. + Vita S. Thorny 1. iii. c. 14, 

i6» 17, 18; Stephanides Vila S. Thomae, p. 8/, 82, S3, 84, 85, 86, S7. 
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tempt for the laws of the realm, a violation of folcmn oaths, and an attempt 
to excite a rebellion; if we are led to fuppofe thatBccket could really entertain 
fucii fentiments, notv/ithilanding the prevalent fpirit of fuperftition, we muft 
ltreuuoufly maintain that he betrayed a weakness of mind incompatible with thofe 
endowments which his eulogifls have, with indifcriminate profuilon, conferred 
on him. On the other hand, if we transfer his hypocrify from the chancellor 
to the primate — for the fulpicion to which every fudden and violent tranfition 
is juftly expofed, renders it impofiible to exempt him wholly from the charge 
of diilimulation — we are equally at a lofs to difcover any veftige of his wifdem- 
In either cafe, we find that Thomas a Becket was deftitute of the grand requi- 
lite in every minifler, but more efpecially in the chief minifter of religion j that 
is, virtue. He was, however, pofleffed of thofe inferior qualities which, tco 
frequently, caufe the want of it to be overlooked. His perfonal accomplifti- 
ments were great : he was deeply Hulled, like molt of the dignified clergy of 
that age, in the theological chicanery of the fchools, in all the infidious aits of 
ibphiftry, which, being decorated with thefpecious embellifhments of erudition, 
wore the appearance, and had too often the effeft, of folid argument. He was 
endued with a confiderable portion of native cunning; his fpirit was lofty and 
imperious ; his courage no dangers could daunt : his defigns, though feldom adopt- 
ed with prudence, were, from his inflexible perfeverancc in their profecution, 
fometimes crowned with that fuccefs which fhould be folely confined to the ex- 
ertions of wifdom and integrity. His favourite fchemes were of a moft perni- 
cious tendency, being calculated to emancipate the minifters of religion from the 
necefiary reftraints of law, and to fubjeft his king and country to the domination 
. of a foreign power. His vanity was exceflive ; he was obfKnate and implaca- 
ble — equally unmoved by the entreaties of his friends, and the threats of his 



enemies. 



mar 



ftr 



anxious 



religious confolation. Among the numerous vices of this extraordinary man, 
his fignal ingratitude to his royal benefactor holds a confpicuous place, and has 
fixed an indelible ft ain upon that character which, ftripped of the vain garb in 
which the weak fons of fuperftition and prejudice had arrayed it, now ftands ex- 

pofed to pofterity in its native colours, and difcovers the finner in the faint*. 

* The abbe Velly obferves, (t. in. p. 197.) that « when the church canonized the virtues of the faint, 
<< it did not pretend to confecrate thedefefls and vices of the man." This remark appears to be tinflured 
with that fubtilty of diftin&ion which prevailed in the fchools, and which marked 'the difpatations and 
writings of the divines, of the middle ages. We can cafily difcriminate between the monarch and the 
^an j iincc we know that there are various aftions for which man, in his individual capacity, is entitled to 
commendation, and which, neverthelefs, incur cenfure when committed by a monarch. But what com- 
mendable action can a man commit that would difgrace a faint ? On the contrary, do not the virtues of 
the man conftitute the faint ? In other words — is not the juftice of a man's pretenfions to fanclity^, as dif- 

played in the tenor of his life, the only motive (independent of miracles) which is fuppofed to influent 
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A.D. 1172, 1173O The afTafilns of Becket efcaped the punifhment due to 
their crimes ; and Henry, having averted the formidable thunders of the Vati- 
can, by a timely fubmiflion to the pope, more politic than honourable, dire&ed 
his attention to the conqueft of Ireland. Lewis, in the mean time, {paired no- 
pains to interrupt his repofe, and to difturb his government. Henry had cau~ 
fed his eldeft fbn to be crowned in England, while Margaret, wife to the prince, 
and daughter to Lewis, was in France ; and the French monarch, to avenge the 
affront, turned his arms againfl the duchy of Normandy* But the prudence 
of the king of England extinguifhed this fpark of hoftility alinoH as foon as it 
was kindled, he promifed that the ceremony of the coronation fliould be repea- 
ted ; and Margaret was folemnly crowned at Winchefter with her hufband, by 

the archbifhop of Rouen, aflifted by the bifhops of Evreux and Winchefter. 
On the return of the young couple to Normandy, they" were permitted to vHit 
the court of France, where Lewis firft poifoned the mind of his fon-in-law with 
that ardent degree of independence, the origin of equal affliction to his father 
and himfelf. He perfuaded him that, by the ceremony of his coronation, he 
had acquired a title to fovereignty ; and that his father could not, without fla- 
grant injuftice, refufe to cede to him the whole, or at leaft a part of his domi- 
nions. 

Lewis was aflifted in his attempt to inculcate thefe extravagant ideas into the 
mind of young Henry by queen Eleonora, the mother of that prince, (who was 
enraged at her hufband on account of his -gallantries), by her uncle Ralfe de 
Faye, and, in fhort, by almoft every one who attended on the perfbn, or par- 
took of the favour of the prince. A confpiracy was formed by thefe infidious 
agents of rebellion, to dethrone the king of England, and invert his fbn with, 
regal authority. The plot was conduced with the utmoft fecrecy, and feveral 
foreign princes were engaged, by promifes of extravagant grants from young 
Henry, to promote its execution. When the plan was finally arranged, he left 
the court of Lewis, and, on his return, defired his father to refign to him the 
immediate pofleflion, either of the crown of England,, or of the duchy of Nor- 

his canonization ? And are not defefts and vices incompatible with fan&ity ? But Becket did not become 
a faint till after his death — what then, in the name of common fenfe, can the good abbe mean, by faying 
that the virtues of the faint were the objeft of canonization with the church ? Does he by virtues mean 
miracles ? Rut we know that the miracles faid to be performed by Becket were never fubmitted to a for- 
mal examination ; and that, without the ufual procefs, and contrary to the eftablifhed rules, he was canon- 
ized two yean afrer his death, on the fame principle,. probably, that the execution of certain criminals is 
accelerated. Admitting, too,, for a moment, that for virtues we are to read miracles — let us afk how the 
miracles of the faint could be canonized, when he could be no faint till the ceremony of canonization was 
performed ? But virtues are, in this cafe, evidently oppofed to vices, and therefore muft either mean the 
virtues of the archbifhop of Canterbury, or nothing at all. The abbe appears to have been confeious that 
the church flood in need of excufc for canonizing fuch a man as Becket, and was,. therefore, willing for 
once tofacrifice the candour of the hiftorian to the zeal of the divine. Many authors have efcaped cen~ 
lure by rendering themfelves unintelligible : it is poffible the abbe might, in this inftance, be tempted to 

make a firailar. effort* 
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mandy, together with the territories of Anjouand Maine. On the king's refu- 
fal to comply with this infolent demand, he openly expreifed his difcontent, 
Ipokeof him in the moft undutiful terms, and took the earlieft opportunity of 
effecting his efcape into France, where he hoifted the ftandard of rebellion. 
He was fpeedily joined by his brothers, Richard and Geoffrey, and by a conii- 
derable number of the factious barons of Normandy, Anjon, and Maine- 1 . 

Though fenfibly altered by the ingratitude of his children, and the revolt of 
many of his fubjefts who were indebted to his liberality for the affluence they 
enjoyed ; though prefTed on all fides by a multitude of foes, and almoft defti- 
tute of friends, Henry did not fuifer his courage to be diminifhed by the de- 
preffion of his fpirits, but fought to oppofe the dangers that threatened him, by 
an adequate exertion of wifdom, activity, and valour. He difpatched ambat 
fadors to the French court to remonftrate with Lewis on the impropriety of his 
conduct, in encouraging and fupporting the unnatural rebellion of his fons. 
He wrote accounts of his fituation to all the princes in Europe ; and even {eli- 
cited the pope to ifiue the cenfures of the church againft his undutiful children 
and their infamous accomplices ; he fent orders to all the governors of his towns 
and fortrefTes to be upon their guard, and to prepare for an attack ; and enjoin- 
ed all his barons, in whom he could repofe any degree of confidence, to be rea- 
dy to attend him with their followers. He likewife engaged in his fervice an 

army of twenty thoufand Brabanconst, a kind of mercenary banditti, who in- 
felled all the European ftatcs, fublifted upon plunder, and, like the modern 
Swifs, were ready to engage in the fervice of any prince who would pay them 
with punctuality. The event foon evinced the lagacity of thefe precautions; 
for, early in the fpring of 1 173, hoftilities commenced, and attacks were made 
on many different places at the fame time. The counts of Flanders and Bou- 
logne began their operations on the frontiers of Normandy, by laying fiege to 
Aumale, which was furrendered into their hands by the treachery of its gover- 
nor, the count of Aumale. They next belieged and took Neufchatel and Drien- 
court ; but the count of Boulogne, having received a mortal wound in the knee 
at the laft of thefe places, his brother, the count of Flanders, was fo much af- 
fected with his lofs, which he was inclined to regard as a punifliment for having 
engaged in an unjuft enterprife, that he immediately withdrew all his troops 
from Norman dyt. 

During this time the factious barons of Anjou, Maine, Aquitaine, and Brit- 
tany, had openly revolted, and laid wafte the royal demefnes in their refpec- 
tive provinces. Lewis had entered Normandy, with young Henry, at the head 
pf a-powerful army, and laid fiege to Vetneuil, then a ftrong town in the 
Perche. Nor was England undifturbed during this general commotion: the king 

■ 

* W. Neubrigen. L H. c. 27. i R. Hoveden. Annal. p. 306, 307 ; P. Blefins, Epift. 1 53 ; W. Ne^ 
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of Scotland invaded Cumberland, bcfieged the city of Carlifle, and defolated 
the adjacent country j while the vatfals of the earl of Leicefter, and other re- 
bellions noblemen, appeared in arms in the centre of the kingdom*. 

Henry, having checked theprogrefs of the Flemings, now marched to the 
relief of Verneuil, which had been vigorously defended by Hugh de Lacy and 
Hugh cle Beauchamp, the governors : but, after a month's fiege, the gar- 
rifon had been compelled to capitulate through want of provifions ; and had en- 
gaged, if not relieved within three days, tofurrender the town, and retire to 
the citadel. On the laft day the king of England appeared with his army on the 
height above Verneuil ; which induced Lewis, who had beleived him to be at 
a confiderable diftance, to raife the fiege, and retire with fuch precipitation, 
that. his camp was left a prey to the Englifli. The vafTals of the crown being 
difgufted with the ill fuccefs they had experienced, and their time of fervice 
being now expired, difbanded, and retired into their feveral provinces!. 

After the retreat of Lewis, Henry dilpatched a body of Brabancons to fup- 
prefs the infurrections in Brittany, where the revolt had been more general, 
and attended with greater mifchief, than in the other provinces r thefe overtook 
the rebel army near Dol, when an a&ion enfued, in which the infurgents were 
completely defeated ; fifteen hundred of them being killed on the fpot, and 
their leaders, the earl of Chefter and the count de Fougeres ? compelled to take 
fhelter in the town of Dol. 

On the reception of this pleafing intelligence the Englifli monarch left Rouen, 
<md, marching all night, arrived at Dol the next morning, and preffed the 
fiege of that place with fo much ardour, that he obliged the governor and gar- 
rifon to furrender at difcretiont. By the adoption of thefe vigorous meafures 
the infurre&ions in Brittany were entirely quelled, and Henry, in the courfe 
of a few months, found the infidious projects of his numerous' enemies totally 
difconcerted. 

Thefe confiderations induced Lewis to propofe a conference, to which 
Henry, hoping that the advantages he had obtained would, at leaft, enfure him 
reafonable terms, willingly confented: and the two monarchs accordingly met 
between Trie and Gifors, where the king of England had the mortification to 
fee his three fons in the retinue of his rival and his foe. As Lewis had no other 
pretence for war than that of lupporting the claims of the young princes, Hen- 
ry made them fuch offers as children ought to be afhamed to infift on, and as, 
nothing but excefs of parental affe&ion could poifibly have extorted from him. 
He infilled only on maintaining the fovereign anthority in all his dominions; and 
offered to young Henry half the revenues of England, with fome places of 
ftrength in that kingdom, or, if he rather chofe to refide in Normandy, half the 
revenues of that duchy, with all thofe of Anjou. To Richard he propofed to 

* Benedict. Abbas, p, 54. + R, Hoveden ; W. Neubrig. ubi ante cit^t. ± Idem. ibid. I.H. c f 20. 

Vol. I. A 3 a ' 



w 



37O HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ U 74* 

cede half the revenues of Guienne, with four important fortre£Tes ; and to Geof- 
frey he promifed to refign Brittany ; and, if theie conceflions were not deemed 
fuiScient, he offered to make fuch additions as the pope's legates, who were then 

prelent, fhould think i-equifite*. 

The earl of Leicefter, who attended the conference, either from the impe- 
tuoflty of his temper, or — which is more probable — from the fear that propo- 
sals fo generous would not be reje&ed, and that his own perfonal fafety or in- 
tereft might be affedted by a reconciliation between the Englifh monarch and 
his fons, broke forth into themofi violent reproaches againft Henry, and even 
put his hand to his fword, as if he intended to make an attempt on the life of 
his Sovereign ; which threw the affembly into fuch confufion, that it immedi- 
ately broke up> and put an end to the negociationt. 

A. D. 1174O Henry, by this means, being once more expofed to the dan- 
gerous combination of his foes, thought it neceffary to remove every fhadow of 
doubt frorm the minds of his clergy, and from thofe of his fubjefts in general, 
as to the fincerity of that violent grief which he had evinced on the murder of 
Becket. For this purpofe he repaired to Canterbury, and, when he came in 
light of the cathedral, at a diftance of three miles, difmounted, and walked 
barefoot towards it, in a road that was fo full of fharp pointed ftones, that his 
-feet were foon ftained with blood. On his arrival, he proftrated himfelf be- 
fore the flirine of the reputed faint, fubmitted his bare fhoulders to the fcourge 
of the monks, and paffed a day and a night in abftinence and prayer, near the 
tomb of Becket. It is difficult to fay whether the conduct of Henry, in this 
particular, was influenced bymotiv.es merely political, or by a fpirit of unaf- 
fected though miftaken piety- Strong reafons might certainly be adduced, in 
fupport of either conje&ure. As he was indifputably a prince of confummate 
wifdom, he could not be infenfible to the defpotic influence of fuperftition over 
the weak minds of the multitude ; and, as he found a fpirit of rebellion prevail 
throughout his dominions, he might be juftly apprehenfive that his enemies had. 
availed themfelves of the only circumftance of his reign that had excited a An- 
gle iiiurmur of difcontent, to promote a general difaffe&ion $ and that the 
minds of his people being poifoned by their artful infinuations, they had been 
induced to miftruft the fincerity of his fbrrow on the death of the primate, and 
to entertain fir oiig doubts of his innocence. At this critical conjuncture it was 
effentially requifite to remove fufpicions fo pregnant with danger ; and the 
mode he adopted for that purpofe would afford the moft complete demonftra- 
tion of his political wifdom. If, however, we believe him to be folely influen- 
ced by motives of policy, we muft cfertainly think him obnoxious to cenfure 
•as an affq&at*on of piety, for whatever purpofe it be affumed, is an infult to the. 
Peity* 
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But, in the prevailance of fuperftition, in the times we are now delineating, 
v/hich not only inferred the minds of the vulgar, but fhed its dreary influence 
over all ranks of men, we might find great reafon to believe, that the conduct 
of Henry originated in afpirit of unaffe&ed devotion. Thus influenced, though 
innocent of the murder of Becket, he might deem it necefTary to impofefome ex- 
emplary penance onhimfelf, as a punifhment for yielding to that impulfe of paflioa 
which occafioned his death. In this cafe, though the luftre of his wifdom might 
be fomewhat tarnifhed, he would be exempt from the more ferious cenfure of 
religious profanation. Whatever might be the effeft of the interceffion of Sainfc 
Thomas, Henry foon triumphed over his numerous enemies ; in England he 
defeated and took the king of Scots ; and the rebellious earls of Leicefter and 
Chefter experienced a fimilar fate j nor were his efforts on the continent lefa 
luccefsful. 

Lewis, at the head of a numerous army, had made an irruption into Norman- 
dy, and formed the fiegeof Rouen*, where he was joined by prince Henry and 
the count of Flanders, with a powerful body of Flemings, that had been collec- 
ted for the purpofe of invading England. The place was defended with great 
vigour by the inhabitants*'*, and by feveral of the Norman barons, who, having 
preferved their fidelity to the king of England, had thrown themfelves into the 
city, with their vafTals ; and Lewis, defpairing to take it by open Orce, had re- 
courfe to a ftratagem that was juftly deemed diflionourable : — on the eve of St* 
Laurence, he proclaimed a cefTation of arms in his own camp for the next day, 
under pretence of celebrating that feftival ; and the citizens of Rouen, glad to 
procure a fhort refpite from the incredible fatigues they had experienced during 
the fiege, obferved it in perfect fecurity, in full confidence of the fmcerity of 
the French monarch. While they were enjoying this temporary relaxation, by 
diverting themfelves with tilts and tournaments, on the fbuth fide of the river, 
in fight of the enemy, fome priefts had afcended the tower where the alarm- 
bell hung, in order to indulge their curiofity with a view of the enemy's camp. 
The flillnefs that prevailed over all their quarters firft excited their furprife ; 
but, foon perceiving detachments moving from different places to one particu- 
lar fpot, they began to fufpeft fome aft of treachery ; and their fufpicions were 
fpeedily confirmed by difcovering a number of ladders, and other necefTary im- 
plements for an aflault. ¥ They immediately rang the alarm-bell, and gave war- 
ning to the inhabitants, who ran to their feveral ftations. The French, who, 
on hearing the alarm, haftened their attack, had already applied their ladders, 
and mounted the walls in different places ; but, being repulfed by the enraged 
citizens, were obliged to retreat with confiderable lofst. 

This fcheme was probably concerted in order to anticipate the diligence of 
Hemy, who, having quelled the infurreftions in England, haftened to the relief 

* Brompton, p. 1 026. + Diccto, p. 57 8. t Brompt. p. 1 396 ; W. Neub. p. 41 7 ; Heming, p. 503, 
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of his continental dominions. He landed at Barfieur in the month of Auguft, 
with his Brabancons, and a thoufand Welfli troops, and entered the city of Rou- 
en in triumph, to the great joy of the inhabitants. The morning after his arri- 
val he fent out a fcouring. party, which intercepted a confiderable convoy of 
provifions deftined for the French camp. Lewis, now defpairing to reduce the 
city, and finding himfelf in an enemy's country, deftitute of fupply, began to 
be anxious for his own fafety ; and, in order to extricate himfelf from the dan- 
ger that menaced him, had recourfe to a fecond artifice, ftill lefs jullifiable than 
the firfl : — he fent ambafiadors to propofe a conference atMalauny, and a truce 
of two days, as preparatory to the adjuftment of a general peace, which he 
knew Henry was anxious to obtain. The propofals being accepted, Lewis, un- 
der the protection of the truce, marched his army through the Green Foreft j 
but, inftead of haulting atMalauny to attend the conference, purfued his march, 
with great precipitation, into his own territories*. 

Though Lewis had efcaped from a perilous fituation by this difhonourable 
ftratagem, he began to be apprehenfive of the eftefts of Henry's refentment ; 

who, being now victorious in every quarter, and abfolute m after of his extcn- 
live dominions, might exatft a fevere vengeance for the dangers and difquietudes 
to which the arms and intrigues of France had expofed him. Henry, on his 
fide, was anxious to terminate an unnatural contefi, in which he had been fo 
long engaged with his own children. Thus the neceflity of an accommodation 
being felt by both parties, a conference was propofed by Lewis and accepted 'by 
Henry: a ccflation of arms was the immediate coniequence ; and the two mo- 
narchs repaired to the appointed place, between Tours and Amboife, on the twen- 
ty-ninth of September ; where a peace was concluded, by which the formida- 
ble conlpiracy againft the king of England was diffolved, and all thole who had 
been engaged in it releafed from their oaths. The terms which that monarch 
•granted to his fons, though lefs advantageous than thofe he had formerly offer- 
ed, were ftill more favourable than their conduct had given them reafon to ex- 
pert. He afligned them ftipulated penfions for their fupport, and foitie caftlcs 
for their relidence ; and granted them an indemnity for all their adherents, who 
were reftored to their eftates and honours, except the king of Scots, and the 
earls of Leicefter and Chefter, who were detained till the conclufion of a fcpa- 
rate peace*. A mutual oblivion of injuries was agreed on ; and prince Henry 
confented to confirm all the grants which had been made by his father durin 
the war; . 

Thus finifhed a war the commencement of which had threatened definition 
to the power of Henry, but in the condudt whereof he had difplayed the pru- 
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dence of a fage, and the courage of a hero. The peace now concluded produ- 
ced a fmcere reconciliation between the twomonarchs : the one was averfe from 
war as well by inclination, as by the dread with which the difobedient conduce 
of his children had infpired him ; the other, whofe health was daily declining, 
earneftly wiftied to leave his dominions in a ftate of perfeCl tranquillity, as the 
tender age of his fon was ill adapted to the tumult of arms. What trifling dis- 
putes afterwards occurred between them were amicably fettled by arbitration - 
One, indeed, of a more ferious complexion, took place ; which muft inevitably 
have produced a rupture, had not the dictates of refentment been filenced by 
the iuggeftions of policy. 

A. D. 1 1 77. 2 Alice, the youngeft daughter of Lewis, was betrothed to Ri- 
chard, the fecond ion of the king of England. One of the conditions of the 
marriage-treaty was, that the princefs fliould be brought up at the court of her 
father-in-law till fuch times as fhe arrived at years of maturity. Having now' 
attained that period, Lewis infilled that the confummation of their marriage 
fliould no longer be protracted. Henry, however, who had already experienc- 
ed the evil effects of an alliance with France, in the conduct of his eldeft fon, 
evinced a reluctance to comply with the requefl of Lewis, which no motives 
of prudence nor policy could induce him to forego. The king, finding ail his 
remonftrances ineffectual, made application to the pope, who interpofed his au- 
thority, by threatening to lay all the dominions of Henry under an interdict, if 
he did not allow the marriage to be immediately confummated. To avert the 
impending danger, he thought it neceflary to repair to the continent ; and, em- 
barking at Portfmouth in the month of Auguft, arrived fafe in France. A con- 
ference took place between the two monarchs, in the following month, at which 
.a legate from the pope was prefent ; and Henry found means to prevent the in- 
terdict, and likewife to elude the immediate confummation of his fon's marri- 
age, on condition that he fliould aflume the crofs, and accompany Lewis in an 
expedition to the Holy Land* The reluCtance evinced by the king of England 
to fulfil this article of the treaty has been afcribed, by feveral hiftorians, to an 
affection which he is faid to have himfelf conceived for the deftined confbrt of 
his fon ; and raoft of them intimate that the young princefs was feduced to com- 
ply with the king's criminal defires. But he had fo many motives, founded in 
juftice and policy, to influence his condtiCt in this particular, that it is needlefs 
to feek for an extraordinary caufe ; befides, his advanced age, and confummate 
prudence, render it highly improbable that he fliould have been guilty of an ac- 
tion that muft have expofed him to univerfal deteftation. 

A treaty of peace and alliance was concluded between Lewis and Henry at 
this interview, the preamble of which is remarkable — " We wifli all the world 
ic to know, that fuch is, and fuch in future ever will be, our friendfhip, that 
u each of us will defend the life, the limbs, the dignity, and the poflefflons of 

" ti^ other, I 3 Henry, will afliftLewis^ king of France (my lord) with all my 
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cc forces : — I, Lewis, will affift Henry, king of England, (my man and my vaf- 
" fal) with all my power ; faving, neverthelefs, the faith which we reciprocal- 
iC ly owe to our vafTals, fo long as they ihall remain faithful*." The two mo- 
narchs afterward adopted fuch meafures as they thought neceffary, not only to 
cnfure fuccefs to their expedition againft the infidels of Paleftine, but to pro- 
tect from infult their relpe&ive dominions during their abfence. Neither of 
them, however, embarked in the perilous undertaking ; the ardour of Lewis was 
cooled by his former misfortunes, and the nobility of France ftrongly remon- 
ftrated againft the hazardous and unprofitable enterprife ; while the embarra£. 
fed fituation of his affairs rendered the prefence of Henry neceffary in his own 
kingdom • 

A. D. 1 179.] An anxious regard for the fuccefllon of his crown, and the tran- 
quillity of his kingdom, had induced Lewis to beftow his hand on his prefent 
confort ; and the birth of his fon Philip had crowned his hopes and wifhes. But 
his fears were foon alarmed for the fafety of the young prince, whole horfe ran 
away with him, as he was purfuing the chafe, in the forefl: of Compiegnet. Se- 
queftered from the fearch of his attendants, the heir of France was condemned 
to pafs a tedious night, opprelfed by folitude and defpair. His feeble mind 
was incapable of fuftaining the horror of his fituation ; and, when found in the 
morning, a dangerous fit of illnefs was the effeft of his fright. 

The king, in the midft of his grief, recollected his good friend Thomas a 
Becket, at whofe tomb he was affured numbers of miracles were daily per- 
forming. He therefore determined to folicit the interposition of a faint who 
had experienced his earthly prote&ion ; and accordingly repaired to England, 
accompanied by Philip, count of Flanders ; Baldwin, count of Guines ; Henry, 
duke of Louvain ; William, count of Mandeville ; and by fever al other no- 
blemen. He was received at Canterbury by Henry with royal hofpitality and 
magnificence ; and he there fought to conciliate the favour of Becket, not 
only by humiliation and prayer, but by fplendid gifts and princely offerings* 
He left at his flirine a cup of gold of admirable workmanfhip, and granted to 
the cathedral an annual tribute of a hundred hog/Jieads of wine y to be fent from 
the royal manfion of PoifTy, at his own expence. He alio granted an exemp- 
tion to the monks belonging to the church from all duties on whatever articles 
they might purchafe in France ; which was confirmed by a charter, to which 
he made his chancellor, Hugh de Puteaux, affix the great feal. 

On the return of Lewis to France, finding his health materially afFefted by 
the agitation he had experienced, he refolved to- haften the coronation of his 
fon, who had perfectly recovered from his late illnefs. He was difabled, howe- 
ver, from attending the ceremony, by a fudden ftroke of apoplexy ; which 
was followed by a paralytic affe&ion in his right fide, that announced his fpeedy 

* Hoveden 4 apod Duchefne, t. iv. p. 433, + Rigord, apod Dach. t. v. p. £. 
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diflblution . Philip, neverthelefs, was crowned in the prefence of Henry, 
fon to the Englifh monarch, who, as duke of Normandy, bore the royal dia- 
dem j of the count of Flanders, who carried the fword of ftate ; and by the 
other great valfals and officers of the crown. It is faid, that Lewis, for the 
purpofe of eftabliftiing better order and greater regularity at the ceremony, 
chofe twelve peers of the realm to attend it, who afterwards formed that body,, 
fo celebrated in hiftory under the appellation of the Twelve Peers of France, 
and who compofedthe chief council of the nation ; and had, in thefequel, the 
exclufive right of fitting in the parliament, or chief court of juftice, of attend- 
ing the beds of juftice , and all other public ceremonies • At the fame time the 
archbifliop of Rheims had fufficient influence to fecure, for his church, the ex- 
clufive right of anointing the kings of France ; a prerogative which, was confirm- 
ed by a bull of pope Alexander the Third. 

The coronation of Philip was fucceeded by the celebration of his marriage 
with Ifabella, the daughter of Baldwin, count of Hainault. That princefs 
was defcended, in a direft line, from Hermengarde, the eldeft daughter of 
the unfortunate Charles, duke of Lorraine, brother to Lothaire the Second, 
and uncle to Lewis the Fifth. The French ftill revered the memory of the 
Calovingian princes, whom they generally diftinguiftied by the honourable ap- 
pellation of The Great Kings. This re-union of the royal families, this alli- 
ance of the blood of Charlemagne with the blood of Hugh Capet, gave them 
inexpreffible pleafure. Philip of Alface, count of Flanders, uncle to the new 
queen, ceded to her hufbandthe county of Artois, together witii all his preten- 
tions to that of Hainault. 

A. D. 1180.3 The tranquillity of Lewis was eftabliftied too late, and the 

progrefs of difeafe could not be checked by-the profpedt of happinefs. He died 
at Paris, in the fortieth year of his age, and the forty-fourth of his reign ; and 
was interred, in his royal robes, at the church belonging to the abbey of Bar- 
beau, two leagues from Melun, which he had founded and richly endowed. 

The char after of this prince has been varioufly reprefented by different hiftori- 
ans : by fomehe is faid to have been juft and upright in his conduct,, but, in geni- 
us, below mediocrity ; bold in conception, but irrefolute in execution ; in danger 
timid, even to cowardice ; and in manners fimple,. even to meannefs* — Others 
reprefent him as a king devoid of malice, a fufpicious hulband, a turbulej^ 
neighbour, and a too credulons mant. — But the more ancient writers give A in * 
a very different charafter ; one, in particulart , aifigns him all the -ysS4Wlt 
qualities of an honeft man, united to the prudence and moderation of a fage; 
little fldlled in literature, but generous, beneficent and juft ; the protestor of the 
laws, and the father of his people.— The reftoration of Fieai^'s dower* 

w 

* Pere Daniel* torn. 5. p. 654, 655. + Le Gendrc, torn. it. p. 2*$.. * Gbro * *S»& 

Duch, torn* iv. p. 444* 
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though mentioned by fome as a mark of imbecility, was certainly a ftrong proof 
of his juftice. Buc his conduct, with regard to Henry, whofe tranquillity he 
difturbed, by exciting his fons to rebel, appears to be a well-founded fubje&of 
cenfure and reproach ; though it is neceffary to obferve, that the faft is not 
mentioned by any of the French hiftorians. Upon the whole, his virtues great- 
ly overbalanced his defefts ; nor can that character be regarded as doubtful, 
in which humanity and piety form the leading features, 

Lewis had three wives : Eleanora of Guienne, whom he repudiated ; Con- 
ftance of Caftille, who died in child-bed ; and Adela, or Alice, of Cham- 
pagne, who furvived him. By the firft he had two daughters: Mary, wife to 
Henry the Firft, count of Champagne ; and Alice, married to Thiband, count 
of Blois, and brother to Henry. The fecond gave birth to two princeffes: 
Alice, who died in her infancy ; and Margaret, who firft married Henry, fon to 
the king of England, and afterward Bela, kingof Hungary. By his third wife, 
he had Philip, who fucceeded to the throne ; and two princeffes, Adela, or 
Alice, betrothed to Richard, fon to the Englifh monarch, but married to Wil- 
liam, count of Ponthieu ; and Agnes, who was firft affianced to Alexis Comne- 
nus, emperor of the Eaft, afterwards married to Andronicus, who murdered 
that prihce, andufurped his throne ; and laftly wife to a private gentleman, na- 
med Theodore Branas, with whom fhe firft lived, during a confiderable time, 
3s his miftrefs • 
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Ar D« 1181.] WHEN Philip affumed the reigns of government he was but 
in his fifteenth year. The count of Flanders,^ the uncle of his queen was fuf- 
fered to enjoy the name and honours of regent ; but, although his councils might 
influence, his authority was never permitted to controul the inclination of the 
youthful monarch, who foon difplayed the moft evident fymptomsof an un- 
bounded thirft for dominion, and a zealous defire to extend the royal preroga- 
tive, From his birth, vdiich eftabliflied the peaceable fucceflion to the crown* 
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of France, Philip attained the expreflive furname of The gift of Cod. As he 
advanced in life, his vanity was gratified by the appellation conferred on him by 
his courtiers, of Conqueror, and the Magnanimous ; and, after his death, the furname 
of \A11guft11s was added to his other titles. The firft and laft of thefe names might 
be due to the aufpicious moment in which he entered the world, and the manner 
in which he conduced himfelf through it ; but his rage for conqueft was op- 
portunely checked by the perlbnal valour of Richard of England ; and his mag- 
nanimity is but ill attefted by the envious perfidy, with which he defertedthat 
prince on the hoftile fhores of Paleftine. 

Lewis imagined he had taken every neceflary precaution for the prevention of 
iliforders in the kingdom on the acceffion of his fon ; but the jealoufy and am- 
bition of the nobles rendered -thofe precautions fruitleSs. The princes of 
Champagne, uncles to the young monarch, were envious of the influence and 
authority of the count pf Flanders ; the queen-mother joined in their com^ 
plaints, and loudly infifted that her claims to the regency were infinitely prefer-* 
able to thofe of a foreigner, whofe intereft in the welfare of her fon fhe repre- 
fented as feeble and doubtful. The count Qf Sancerre was the firft to hoift the 
ftandard of rebellion ; but the youthful ardor of Philip gave a timely check to 
his progrefs, by reducing his caftles, ravaging his eftates, and laying wafte his 
poffeflions with fire and Sword, 

The queen-dowager next difplayed her refentment, and, by her retreat to 
Normandy, involved the whole kingdom in confufion. She experienced a fa- 
vourable reception from the Englifh monarch, who willingly confented to grant 
the afliftance flie required, and, repairing to Normandy, advanced with a nu-> 
merous army to fecond her demands, But Philip was already prepared to en- 
counter a prince, whom he regarded as his hereditary foe ; and the king of En- 
gland, either doubtful of the event, or influenced by thofe fentiments of equity 
and moderation, by which his conduct was generally a&uated, confented to 
iiften to terms of accommodation. Even in the arts of negociation, Philip dis- 
played a degree of caution, vigour and wifdom, far beyond his years : averfe 
from either extreme, he rejefted the prefumptuous claims of the rebels, and 
the advice of the count of Flanders, to decide the difpute by the fword. Though, 
to his mother, he profefled a proper degree of duty, as a fbn ; he aflerted, ne- 
verthelefs, the independent authority of a Sovereign ; he offered a free pardon 
to the nobles who had engaged in the revolt; and Henry urging them to Submit, 
an accommodation took place, in which the former peace between the crowns 
Qf France and England was confirmed. - 

The return of the queen-dowager to Paris proved fatal to the authority of 
the regent ; that prjncejfs, Seconded by two of the king's favourites, the lords of 
Gouci and Clermont, incefTantly remonflrated with her fon, on the impropriety 
of entrufting the reins of government to a nobleman, whole power was already 
io extenfive, by the poffeflion of So many rich and fertile provinces 5 they repre* 
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fentedhim as a prince of a violent difpofition, incapable of reftraint in the grat- 
ification of his paffiqns, either by the duties of religion, or the dilates of ho- 
nour. In fhort, fuch was the impreflion which their caluminous aflertions made 
on the mind of the young monarch, that the count foon perceived a very fenfi- 
ble change in his conduft; but, far from feeking to ftem the torrent, he pru- 
dently withdrew from the fcene of contention, and reth-ed to his own dominions,, 
without uttering a flngle expreffion of refentment. 

The management of affairs was then entrufted to Robert Clement, of Mentz, 
to whom the education of Philip had been confided by the late king. He is 
fpoken of, by hiftorians, as a man of ftriCt integrity, and poffefTed of every 
quality that could fit him for a fltuation fo arduous, and delicate j great hopes 
were confequently formed of his adminiflration ; but thefe were fpeedily de- 
flroyed by his fudden death. He was fucceeded in. his office and dignities by hi 
brother, Gilles Clement; but he .too died in a few months after his elevation, 
and made way for the cardinal of Champagne, brother to the queen-dowager, 
who was appointed to the prefidency of the council, and the poft of prime mi- 
nifter. The commencement of this prelate's adminiflration was marked by an 
act of rigour, which has been alternately commended as. prudent and politic, 
and cenfured as cruel and unjuft — this w:as the banifhment of the Jews. 

That people, in whofe difpofition induftry and. avarice were infeparably 
blended, had, by oppreffive ufury, acquired, if ancient authors may be credited, 
one third of the landed property throughout the dominions of Philip. The im- 
probability of this circumftance is confiderably diminifhed, when we confider 
that the nobles themfelves were not afhamed to encourage their practices, and 
to partake their profits*. The protection they had thus acquired, emboldened 
them in the purfuit of their infamous, traffic, and increafed their infolence to 
fuch a degree, that when a debtor was unable to pay their exorbitant demands, 
they compelled him to renounce his liberty, and become their flave. Philip, 
willing to relieve his fubjeCts from fuch oppreflion, had recourfe to a hermit 
named Bernard, who refided in the wood of Vincennes; by whofe advice he 
refolved to expel all the Jews from his territories. He accordingly iffued an 
edi£t, by which they were ordered to quit the kingdom in three months ; all 
their real property was confifcated, and the debts that were due to them declar- 
ed null, on condition that the debtors fhould pay a fifth part of the fbm they 
owed to the king. Their moveable effects and ready money they were permit- 
ted to take with them ; but even this indulgence was in a great meafure ren- 
dered futile, by the fhort time allowed them to profit by it. After the expira- 
tion of the term prefcribed by the ediCt, every ipecies of violence was exercifed 
againft them. Their fynagogues were all converted into churches 

Though the conduCt of the Jews indifputably required correction, both fpee~ 
dy and effectual, yet furely it was not neceffary to fubftitute cruelty and.oppre£ 
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{Ion for rigid and impartial juftice. The feverity of the decree admits not of 
excufe 5 it was evidently di&ated by fanaticifm, and the circumftances attend- 
ing its execution afford the moft inconteftible evidence that the feverity of Phi- 
lip was influenced by motives of intereft. To exonerate debtors who had long 
groaned beneath the oppreffive exa&ions of avarice mights be proper ; but to 
appropriate to his own ufe a fifth part of the debts that were due to others, was 
to fanftion that injuftice which he pretended to condemn. In a political point 
of view too his condudl was highly cenfurable, fince he deprived himfelf of a 
number of fubje&s, whofe labours,* when directed in a proper channel, and 
fubmitted to the falutary reftraints of law, might have proved highly beneficial 
to the ftate. Confined muft be the comprehenfion, (hallow the judgment, and 
feeble the talents of that politician, who knows not how to convert the channel 
of abufeinto afource of utility, and who prefers deftru&ion to reformation. 

A. D. 1182, 1183/] The other regulations which Philip adopted at this 
period, are more worthy of commendation. He enlarged his capital, by en- 
cloling within its walls the neighbouring villages, ftrengthened its fortifications, 
increafed its buildings, and eftabliflied rules, notleis wholefome than neceffary, 
for the prefervation of order and cleanlinefs. He diminifhed the number of 
thofe unfortunate women who infefted the ftreets, and made places the moft fa- 
cred the fcene of their proftitutions. A worthy prieft, named Peter de Roiffi, 
undertook to convert them, and by the piety of his precepts, and the ardour 
of his exhortations, he fo far fucceeded as to render many of them ufeful mem- 
bers of fociety — numbers were afterwards married, and difcharged the duties 
of wives and mothers with a ftriftnefs and propriety that befpoke the fmcerity 
of their converfion ; while not a few of them took the veil in the convent of 
Saint Anthony at Paris, which was founded about this time, for the purpofe of 
affording them a fafe and comfortable retreat. 1 Nor was Philip lefs attentive to 
the welfare and profperity of the provinces : the mercenary foldiers, who had 
ferved in the wars of his father, had fpread themfelves over the defencelefs 
country, and indulged in every fpecies of wanton outrage 3 the king fent a nu- 
merous army to repel thefe marauders, and his orders were executed fo effec- 
tually, that not one of them efcaped the fury of the troops. 

A. D. 1 184.] Such was the fituation of affairs, when aferious difpute arofe 
between the king and the count of Flanders. That prince had married Eliza- 
beth, grand-daughter to Hugh the Great, in whofe right he enjoyed the counties 
of Vermandois, Valois and Amiens. The princefs dying without children, 
Philip fummoned the count to reftore thofe rich domains : u offering to prove 
" by the teftimony of the archbifhops, bifhops, counts, vifcounts, and other 
u princes, that thefe three counties belonged to him by right of fucceffion*." 
The count, on the contrary, maintained that the late king had given him a fimple 
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and unconditional grant of them, which grant had been confirmed by Philfo 
himfelf. But the king replied, that no monarch of France could alienate the 
poffeffions of the crown ; and that as the count only enjoyed the territories in 
queftion, in virtue of his marriage with Elizabeth of Vermandois, his right of 
courfe ceafed on the death of that princefs. It was not likely that a matter of 
fuch importance could be decided by argument or reafon; recourfe was accord- 
ingly had to the lex ultima regum: and the count of Flanders in vain endeavour- 
ed to allure the barons to his ftandard, by reprefenting the injury as general, 
and the caufe as common. Almoft alone and unfupported, his efforts were im- 
potent and unfuccefsful j and after a fliort ftruggle, diftinguilhed by no remark- 
able occurrence, and in which he neither gained honour nor advantage, he liften- 
ed to the voice of prudence ; fubmitted to the king, and reftored the counties 
of Vermandois and Amiens, together with that of Sancerre, which were ac- 
cordingly re-annexed to the crown. 

•The queen, during this conteft, influenced by motives of gratitude, inoppo 
fitionto conjugal duty, had imprudently exprefled a wifli, that her uncle, the 
count of Flanders, might fucceed in his attempts. The king, enraged at her 
conduit, peremptorily commanded her to quit his court ; and gave orders to a£ 
fenible a iynod, that his marriage might be diffolved, on the ufual pretext ef 
confanguinity. Every thing feemed favourable to his wiflies ; both prelates and 
courtiers, with a fervile adulation, repeated the reafons urged by their fovereign, 
and wei^e loud in their cenfure of the unfortunate Ifabella. The bifhop of Sens 
was the only perfon who had fufftcient virtue and refolutionto item the torrent 
of inve&ive, and to oppofe the rafli refolution of the monarch; a witnefs to 
the virtue of the princefs, he undertook to efpoufe her eauie, and, by his inter- 
pofition, the fentence of divorce was impeded. The count of Hainault, inform- 
ed of the misfortune that threatened his daughter, haftened to Fontoife, where 
ftie was confined, and, by his paternal remonftrances perfuaded her to write an 
affectionate and fubmiflive letter to the king. A reconciliation accordingly took 
place; Ifabella was reftored to favour; and her charms and her virtues {pec- 
dily effaced the remembrance of her paft mifconduft, and recovered the affe&ions 
of her offended hufoand. 

# 

A. D. 11 85*, 1186, 1 187.] During thefe tranfaftions in France, the king 

of England had flrittly obferved the late treaty, and forbore to interfere in the 
domeftic difputes of a rival, whofe tranquillity he might have difturbed, and 
whofe authority he might have fliaken. The turbulence of his children was a 
continual fouree of trouble and affliction to the aged monarch; prince Henry 

had renewed his pretenfions to the duchy of Normandy ; but, on receiving an 

augmentation of his income, withdrew his claims, and fubmitted to his father. 
After this accommodation, Geoffrey, by the king's defire, did homage to his 
cider brother, for the duchy of Brittany ; Richard was requefted to do the fame 
for Aquitaine, but he rejected the propolal with fuch evident marks of difdain> 
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and refentment, as occafioned an immediate and moft violent animofity between 
him and young . Henry. Equally impetuous, they had recourfe to arms to decide 
their difpute ; and the conteft was purfued with fuch malevolent fury, tliat no 
quarter was (hown on either fide. Their father, at length, with gre at difficulty, 
compofed this difference, and prevailed on the contending parties to fign a treaty 
of peace, near Limoges ; but he foon found that his eldeft fon was engaged in a 
conlpiracy, and preparing to take arms againft himfelf. 

While young Henry was planning thefe criminal projedls, he was feized with 
a fever at Mattel, a caftle in the vicinity of Turenne ; and, when his phyficians 
informed him that they entertained not the Imallefi hope of his recovery, he 
was ftricken with that deep remorfe for his ungrateful conduft to the beft of 
fathers, which repeated a£ts of generofity and indulgence had never proved 
lufficient to excite. He immediately fent a mefTage to the king of England, 
expreifive of his repentance, and earneftly entreating a vifit. Henry, greatly 
atfe&ed with his fon's fituation, was about to comply with his requeft ; but his 
friends reprefentingthe danger of trufting his perlbn to thofe flagitious conlpi- 
. rators, who attended on the lick prince, he took from his finger a ring, well 
known to his fon, and fent it to him by the archbifhop of Bourdeaux, as a token 
of his forgiveneis. The prince received it with great emotion, and, prelUnc- 
it to his lips, foon after expired. His widow, the daughter of the late king of 
France, by his fecond wife, Conftance, having no children by him, Philip now 
claimed Gifors, and fome other dependencies in Normandy, which had been 
allotted as the dowry of Margaret ; but Henry, unwilling to part with them, 
offered to conclude the marriage between Richard, now become heir to the 
crown, and Alice, the filter of Philip, provided he was fuffered to retain the 
difputed territory: the propofal was afquiefced in, and the two menarchs part- 
ed with mutual profeflions of efteem and friendfhip. 

This interval of tranquillity was employed by Philip in the internal regula- 
tion of his dominions, and inrepreffing the formidable enterprifes of the duke 
of Burgundy. But the calm produced by the late peace was of fhort duration, 
and the fubje&s of Philip and Henry were again expofed to the horrors of war - 
The marriage of Alice with Richard w T as ftill ftudioufly. delayed j Geoffrey, the 
.fecond fon of Henry, and duke of Brittany, had revolted from his father, and 
acknowledged himfelf the vaflal of France ; but his undutiful defigns were in- 
terrupted by death, and he expired of a fall from his hor£e at a tournament. 
Philip, however, retained from Henry, his widow, Conftance j.his infant daugh- 
ter, Eleanor; and apofthumous fon, named Arthur; and aflerted his claim to 
protect and watch over the offspring of his vaflal. Richard had alio refufed to 
yield homage to the king of France, for the counties of Guienne and Poitou. 

Philip, enraged at this proof of difobedience in the prince, and difpleafed 
with Henry for delaying the promifed union, declared war againit father and 

Ton, and, entering Berry, took IfToudun, Creflac, and feveral other ftrong places j 
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after which he laid fiege to Chateauroux, on the banks of the Indre. The fpi- 
rits of the garrifon were animated by the prefence of Richard and John, the 
fons of the En glifli monarch ; and Henry himfelf alarmed for the fafety of the 
princes, haftily collected his forces, and advanced to their relief. The hoftile 
armies awaited, in anxious fufpenfe, the fignal of battle; but the confiift was 
averted by the legates of pope Urban the Third, who threatened with the pe- 
nalty of excommunication whoever fhould begin the engagement. This menace 
had the defired effect ; the monarchs laid down their arms, and a truce for two 
years was concluded between them. 

The joy which the kingdom experienced at this unexpected accommodation 
was confiderably heightened by the birth of a prince, on the fifth of September, 
1 1 87. The hopes of feeing the blood of Charlemagne once more eftablifhed 
on the throne of France infpired the people with the molt enthufiaftic pleafure. 
The biihop of Tour nay performed the ceremony of baptifm, and gave to the 
royal infant the name of Lewis; while Philip found, in the birth of an heir, a 

new caufe for efteeming a princefs, who had the belt title to his afFe&ions. 

But the rejoicings occafioned by this happy event were fuddenly interrupted by 
the reception of fome difmal intelligence from the chriftians in Paleftine. 

After the departure of Lewis the Seventh from the Holy Land, the crufaders 
experienced a fucceffion of calamities that reduced them to the laft extremity. 
But the frequent repetition of difafters, which had nearly depopulated the weft- 
em world, and exhaufled its treafures, were yet inefficient to check the folly 
of thefe lpiritual knights-errant ; and a new occurrence, rekindling the torch of 
fanaticifm, inspired the adventurers, both ecclefiaftical and military, among the 
Latin Chriftians, with additional fury. 

Saladin, a prince equally diftinguifhed for perfonal courage and greatnefs of 
foul, having, on the death of the caliph Alad, eftablifhed himfelf on the throne of 
Egypt, began to extend his conqueft over the eaft. After the reduction of Syria, 
Arabia, Perfia, and Mefopotamia, finding the fettlement of the chriftians in 
Paleftine an invincible impediment to the progrefs of his arms, he exerted all 
his valour and political fkill to fubdue that territory, which, though barren, 
and of little extent, was, to him, of the utmoft importance. Profiting by the 
defection which prevailed among the champions of the crofs, and having cor- 
rupted the fidelity of the count of Tripoli, who commanded their armies, he 
invaded the frontiers with an army of fifty thoufand men. A defperate aftion 
enfued at Tiberiade, which was difputed with great obftinacy for two whole 
days, when Saladin obtained a complete victory, that totally annihilated the 
force of the kingdom of Jerufalem, whofe monarch, Guy de Lafignan, was ta- 
jken prifoner. After this celebrated battle, in which the chriftians had to lament 
the lofs of the real crofs on which our Saviour was crucified, that fell into the 
hands of the infidels, the city of Jerufalcm furrendcred to the victorious Saladin. 

The kingdom of Antioch was almoft entirely reduced ; and, except a few jna* 
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ritime towns, but little remained of thofe boafted acquifitions which, near a 
century before, it had required the efforts of all Europe to obtain*. 

This dreadful reverfe of fortune threw all the weftern chriftians into the uf> 
moft confternation and alarm. Pope Urban the Third was fo much affefted; 
with the news, that he is faid to have died of grief ; and his fucceffor, Gregory 
the Eighth, employed the whole time of his fhort pontificate in urging all the 
chriftians^ who acknowledged his authority, to take up arms, and haften to re- 
pair the difgrace they had fuftained. The general cry was, that thofe were un- 
worthy of enjoying any inheritance in heaven who did. not refcue from the domi- 
nation of the infidels the inheritance of God upon earth, and deliver from fer- 
vitude that country which the prefence of their Redeemer had rendered (acred* 

A. D. 1 1 88.] William, archbifliop of Tyre, ambaffador from the Chris- 
tians in the Holy Land, having procured a conference between Philip and Hen- 
ry near Gifors, on the twenty-firfl of January, enforced thefe various topics \ 
gave a pathetic defcription of the ftate of the eaflern Chriftians ; and employed , 
every argument that could rouze the ruling paflions of the age, fuperltitious 
Zeal, and the fpirit of chivalry.. The two kings immediately took the crofs 
from the hands of the archbifhop;- the counts of Flanders and Champagne, with 
many other powerful noblemen, followed the example ; and, as the emperor,. 
Frederick theFirft, joined the confederacy,, fome well-grounded hopes of fuc- 
cefs were entertained; and men; flattered themfelves that an enterprife which 
had failed through the difcord of independent leaders, or the temerity of im- 
prudent princes, might, at laft, by the joint efforts of monarchs fo potent, be, 
brought to a happy termination. 

Philip, without lofs of time, convened an aflembly at Paris, at which (eve- 
r.al ordinances were enafted, as well for the purpofe of providing for the expen- 
ces of the war, as for preventing thofe diforders which had occafioned the fai- 
lure of the laft crufade. It was decreed that all thofe who jfhould not affume. 
the crofs, whether ecclefiaftics or laicst, fhould contribute the tenth part of their 
revenues and moveable effects towards the relief of the Chriftians in Paleftine- 

♦ 

The only exceptions were in favour of the Ciftertian Carthufian monks, the, 
monks of Fontevraud, and thehofpital for the reception of Leperst. This tax 
was called Saladin's tythe, from its being exafted for equipping an armament 
againft that fultah. Some regulations alfo with regard to difcipline were here 
adopted ; the foldiers were forbidden to blafpheme, or to play at dice ; the 
knights to wear gaudy habiliments ; men of opulence to have more than two 
bought difhes on their table at a meal ; and women to follow the army, except a 
few wafher-women, advanced in years, and pure in reputation. No intereft 
was to be paid, during this expedition, for money borrowed; and all the cru- 
fadersj even the ecclefiaftics, were authorifed to receive three years of their 

? M. Paris, p. iqo* f Rigord, J Tom. Cpncik> p. 1763. 
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revenue in advance, that every perfon might be enabled to fupport the expence 
of the voyage, 

A. D. 1 1 89.] Every thing was ready for the expedition to Paleftina, when 
the flames of war again burft forth in Europe, and induced the rival monarchs 
of France and England to turn thofe arms againft each other which had been 
deftined to oppofe their mutual enemy, Philip, jealous of Henry's power, en- 
tered into a private conference with young Richard ; and, working on his am- 
bitious and impatient temper, perfuaded him, inftead of fupporting and aggran- 
dizing that monarchy which he was one day to inherit, to leek prefent power 
and independence, by difturbing and difmembering it. In order to afford a 
pretext for hoftilities between the two kings, Richard invaded the territories of 
Raymond, count of Touloufe, who immediately complained of this violence to 
the king of France, as his fuperior lord. Philip remonftrated with Henry, but 
received for anfwer, that Richard had confeffed to the archbifhop of Dublin, 
that his enterprife againft Raymond had been undertaken by the approbation of 
Philip himfelf, and was conduced by his authority. Philip, who might have 
been covered withftiame and confufion by this detection of his perfidy, ftill pro- 
fecuted his defign, and invaded the provinces of Berry and Auvergne, under 
colour of revenging the quarrel of the count of Touloufe*. Henry re-> 
taliated by making inroads upon the frontiers of France, and burning Dreux, 
As this war, which deftroyed all hopes of fuccefs in the projected crufade, gave 
great fcandal,* the two king's held a conference between Trie and Gifbrs, in 
order to find means of accommodating their differences. But this interview 
only fervedto increafe their enmity; and Philip, to fliew his difguft, ordered 
at great elm, under which the conferences had been ufually holden, to be cut 
jdownt ; as if he had renounced all defire of accommodation, and was deter- 
mined to carry the war to extremities againft the king of England. But his 
own vafTals refilled to ferve under him in fo infidious a caufet ; and he was obli- 
ged to have a fecond conference with Henry, and to offer terms of peace. 

Thefe terms were fuch as entirely opened the eyes of the king of England, and 
fully convinced him of the perfidy of his fon, and of his fecret alliance with 
Philip, of which he had before only entertained fome fuipicion. The king of 
France required that Richard fhould be crowned king of England in the life- 
time v of his father, fhould be invefted in all his continental dominions, and 
fhould immediately efpoufe Alice, Philip ? s fitter j|. Henry had experienced fiich 
fatal effefts, both from the crowning of his eldeft fon, and from that prince's 
alliance with the royal family of France, that he rejected thefe terms ; and Rich- 
ird, in confequence of his fecret agreement with Philip ? immediately revolted 
from him§, did homage to the king of France for all the dominions which Hen-> 
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ry held of that crown, and received the inveftitures, as if he had already been 
the lawful poiTeffor. This unexpected occurrence being naturally productive 
of infinite confufion, the conference broke up. 

Cardinal Albeno, who had been fent by the pope to effeCfc a peace between the 
two monarchs, excommunicated Richard, as the chief obftacle to the treaty ; 
and this prelate dying, the fovereign pontiff, who was anxious to accelerate the 
expedition to Paleftine, inverted the cardinal Anagni with the legatine power, 
and gave him inftruCtions to promote a reconciliation ; but the unprincipled ob- 
ftinacy of Richard rendered all conciliatory endeavours ineffectual. The chief 
barons of Poitou, Guienne, Normandy and Anjou, being attached to the young 
prince, and finding that he had now received the inveftiture from their fuperior 
lord, declared for him, and made inroads into the territories of fuch as ftill ad- 
hered to Henry, who, difquieted by the daily revolts of his mutinous fubjeCts, 
and dreading ftill worfe effects from their turbulent difpofition, had again re- 
courfe to papal authority; and engaged the cardinal Anagni to threaten Philip 
with laying all his dominions under an inter diCh But Philip defpifed the me- 
nace, and told the legate, that it belonged not to the pope to interpofe in the 
temporal difputes of princes, mtich lefs in thofe which fubfifted between him 
and his rebellious vaflal. He even proceeded fo far as to reproach him with 
partiality, and with receiving bribes from the king of England* ; while Rich- 
ard, ftill more outrageous, offered to draw his fword againft the legate, and 
was only prevented by the interpolation of the company, from -committing vio- 
lence uponhimt. 

The war was now renewed with additional vigour ; Ferte-Bernard was firft 
reduced by the victorious arms of the French ; Mons was next taken by affault, 
and the king of England, who had thrown himfelf into that place, efcaped with 
fome difficulty t. Amboife, Chaumont, and Chateau-de-Loire, opened their gates 
on the appearance of Philip and Richard ; Tours was menaced ; and Henry, 
who had retired to Saumur, and had daily inftances of the cowardice or trea- 
chery of his governors, expeCted the moft unfavourable iffue to all his enter- 
prifes. While he was in this ftate of defpondency, the count of Flanders, the 
duke of Burgundy, and the archbifhop of Rheims interpofed with their good 
offices ; and the intelligence which he received of the taking of Tours, made 
him fully fenfible of the defperate fltuation of his affairs, and fo fubdued 
his fpirit, that he fubmitted to all the rigorous terms which were impofed upon 
him. He agreed that Richard fhould marry the princefs Alice j that he fhould 
receive the homage and oath of fealty of all his fubjeCts both in England and 
his tranfmarine dominions ; that he himfelf fhould pay twenty thoufand marks to 
Philip towards defraying the expences of the war 5 that his own barons fhould 

* M * P a "s, p. 104. Bened. Abb. p. 542. Hoveden. p. 652. + M. Paris, p. 104, J Idem* 
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engage to make him obferve this treaty by force ; and, in cafe of his violating 
any of the articles it contained, fliould promife to join Philip* and Richard againft 
him; and that fuch of his own vaflals as had fupported the caufe of Richard 
fliould be indemnified for the offence*. 

But the mortification which the king of England, who had been accuftomed 
to give the law in moft treaties, experienced from being obliged to fubmit to 
fuch humiliating conditions, was the leaft he felt on this occafion. When he 
demanded a lift of thofe barons whom he had confented to pardon for their 
treafonable connexions with Richard, he was aftonilhed to find, at the head of 
them, the name of his fecond fon, John, who had always been his favourite ; 
whofe interefts he had ever been anxious to promote ; and who had even, on 



afcendant over him 



more 



grateful 



:ited the jealouly of Richard. The 
affeftion, the more he refented the 
four fons had fucceffively made 



to his paternal care ; and this laft event, by depriving him of every comfort of 
life, quite broke his fpirit, and threw him into a lingering fever. 



The 



from 



his bed, and foon after expired. The next day Richard came to fee the dead 
body of his father — which had been conveyed by Geoffrey, natural fon to Henry, 
to the nunnery - of Fontevraud — and was feized with horror and remorfe at the 
fight. Thefe, indeed, were conliderably augmented by an accident which the 
fuperftition of the times conftrued into a preternatural omen. . At his approach, 

* 

M. Paris, p. 106; Bened. Abb, p. 545, Hoveden, p, 653. 
It is neceffary to obferve, that the French hiftorians give a very different account of the motives which 
gave rife to this war; they deny all collnfion between Richard and Philip, and reprefent the hoftilities 
between the former and the count of Touloufe as the confequence of a real difpute, in order to juftify 
Philip from the imputation of perfidy which he defervedly incurred. But the author, on whofe fole au- 
thority they found their affertions, is by no means worthy to be oppofed to thofe writers whom we have 
had occafion to quote. The writings of Rigord are fo ftrongly tinclured with the marvellous, that they 
bear a greater femblance of romance than of hiftory. We are aware, indeed, that the monkifh wri- 
ters of the dark and middle ages were generally infefted with a love of the marvellous, which, though it 
difgraced their works, did not impeach their integrity — of this the venerable Bede affords a ilriking example* 
I3ut there is a difcrimination to be made between the marvellous writers of thofe times, who may be di- 
vided into two claffes-— the firft were influenced by an excefs of credulity ; the fecond, by a defire to ex- 
cite wonder at the expence of truth one muft raife pity, the other miftruft. In the former clafswe muft 
place Bede, in the latter Rigord. As a proof that our opinion of this author is well founded, we need 
only quote two of his affertions — After the taking of the crofs by the infidels, at the battle of Tiberiade 
he gravely tells us, all the children who were born throughout chriftendom had only twenty, or two-and- 
twenty teeth, inftead of thirty or two-and-thirty, which was their former complement. With equal affu- 
rancc, he folemnly affirms, that about this period, during his refidenceat the monaftery of Argenteuih one 
moon-light morning, a little before the break of day, the moon, which was then in the full, quitted its 
ftation in the firmament; defcended upon the earth, and, after refting there fome time, as if to recover 
its ftrength, turned very leifurely to the place affigned it by the Creator ! — p. 17, Thefe are not marks or 
credulity, but impudent deviations from truth, which render any affertions of the fame author — uncor- 
roborated by any kind of proof— juftly liable to fufpicion. 
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the blood iffued from the mouth and noftrils of the corpfe*, which induced 
him to exclaim that he was the murderer of his father : and to exprefs at t the 
fame time a juft, though tardy, repentance for that conduft which had brought 
fo indulgent a parent to an untimely grave L He affifted at the funeral with 
marks of the deepeft contrition ; and, after the obfequies were performed, re- 
ceived from Geoffrey the great feal of the kingdom, which had been carefully 
depofited under the feals of all the barons who were prefent at his father's de- 

ceafe. 

The death of the Englifh monarch had been preceded by that of Ifabella, 
queen of France, who died in child-bed, after giving birth to two princes. 
Her lofs was deeply deplored by Philip, who had learned to entertain a juft 
fenfe of her value ; and the whole kingdom fympathifed in his ibrrow. The 
royal infants furvived their mother but three days. 

• Richard's firft care, after his acceflion to the throne, was to releafe his mo- 
ther from the confinement in which fhe had been long detained ; he then be- 
flowed on his brother John the mod unbounded marks of his affection and mu- 
nificence, by conferring on him the county of Mortaigne, in Normandy^ by 
granting him a penfion of four thoufand marks a year ; marrying him to Avifta, 
the daughter of the earl. of Gloucefler, by whom he inherited all the poffeffions 
of that opulent family ; and by other extenfive grants and conceffions. He then 
renewed the former treaties of friendfhip and alliance with Philip, to whom he 
ceded Creffac, Iflbudun, and all the- fiefs he held in Auvergne, in return for 
the reftoration of the two provinces which that monarch had conquered in the 
late war. The two kings being equally intent on repairing to Paleftine, Rich- 
ard afTembled at Rouen the ftates of Normandy, who granted him a confidera- 
ble fuccour both in men and money. It was here that Fulk, curate of Neuilli, 
a zealous preacher of the crufade, who thought fanaticifin an excufe for info- 
lence, inveighed againft his vices, and advifed him to part with his pride, ava- 
rice, and fenfuality, which he termed the king's three favourite daughters : 
<c You counfel well," replied Richard, "I have already provided hufbands for 
" them all. — I give my pride to the Templars ; my avarice to the monks ; and 
<c my fenfuality to the clergy." 

A. D. 1 190, 1 19 1 .] Philip and Richard had an interview at Nonancourt, in 
which the final arrangements for their voyage to Paleftine were adoptedt. 
They fwore an eternal friendfhip to each other, promifed mutual affiftance, and 
agreed that if one of them fhould die on the voyage, the other fhould 
become mafter of his troops and treafures, to be employed for the relief of the 
Holy Land. After thefe precautions, they fixed the general rendezvous in the 
plains of Vezelay, in Burgundy, where they arrived towards the end of June. 
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Here Philip declared that he left the government of his kingdom, and the care 
of his fon, to the queen-mother and the cardinal of Champagne. From Veze- 
lay, the combined army, which amounted to a hundred thouland men*, decamp- 
ed on the firft of July, and marched in one body to Lyons ; but, finding it ex- 
tremely inconvenient to proceed in the fame order, the two kings parted at that 
city : Philip went to Genoa, the place deftined for his embarkation ; and Ri- 
chard to Marfeilles, whither he had appointed his fleet to meet him- They put 
to fea, and nearly about the fame time arrived at Meffina, where they wintered: 
Philip, with his army, remained in the city; and the king of England eftablifli- 
edhis quarters in the fuburbs. 

The laft king of Sicily and Naples was William the Second, who had marri- 
ed Jane, fitter to Richard ; and who, dying without ilfue, had bequeathed his 
dominions to his paternal aunt Conftantia, the only furviving defcendanc of Ro- 
ger, the firft fovereign of thole ftates who had been dignified with the title of 
king* Henry the Sixth, the reigning emperor, had efpoufed this princefs iu 
expectation of her fucceeding to this rich inheritance ; but Tancred, her natu- 
ral brother, having acquired the affection and obtained the fupport of the barons, 
had, in the abfence of Henry, taken poffeffion of the throne, and refilled all the 
efforts of the Germans to depofe him . The approach of the crufaders, howe- 
ver, naturally infpired him with apprehenfions for his unliable government j 
nd he knew not whether he had molt reafon to dread the prefence of the French 
or of the Englifh monarch. Philip was engaged in a ftritt alliance with the 
emperor, his competitor ; and Richard was difgufted with his feverity to the 
queen-dowager, whom the Sicilian prince had confined in Palermo, becaufe fhe 
had oppofed, with all her intereft, his fuccelfion to the crown. Tancred there- 
fore determined, if poffible, to avert the animofity of thefe powerful monarchs ; 
nor were his endeavours unfuccefsful. He found means to perfuade Philip, 
that it was highly improper for him to interrupt his enterprife againft the infi- 
dels, by turning his arms againft a chriftian ftate. He likewife appeafed the 
refentment of Richard byieleafing the queen-dowager; paying twenty thou- 
land ounces of gold, in lieu of a valuable legacy, bequeathed by the late king 
of Sicily to his father-in-law, Henry the Second ; by contracting one of his 
daughters in marriage to Arthur, duke of Brittany, whom Richard declared 
his heir, in cafe he fhould die without ilTue ; and by depofiting twenty thouland 
ounces of gold, as her marriage-portion, to be reftored provided the marriage 
ihould not take effe<ft. 

But, previous to the arrangement of thefe amicable terms, Richard, equally 
jealous of Tancred, and of the inhabitants of Melfina, had, as we have before 
obferved, taken up his quarters in the fuburbs ; and he had alio pofielfed himfelf 

of a imall fort which commanded the harbour. The citizens took umbrage at 

* Gaufred, Vinifauf, Iter Hierofol. I, iu c. 9. 
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thefe proceedings, which wore an appearance of hoftility ; this produced feveral 
fldrmifhes between them, that only tended to augment their mutual animofity. 
Philip, anxious to promote an accommodation, held a conference with Richard 
in the open, fields : but, while they were converfing on the fubjett, the Meffinefe 
made afudden fall y from the town, and attacked thequarters of Hugh leBrun, 
one of Richard's barons, with great impetuofity. The king of England, en- 
raged at this infult, returned the attack, drove them into the city, and, entering 
the gates with them, erected the ftandard of England on the walls, in token of 
his viftory j though he reftrained his troops from exercifing any violence on the 
defencelefs inhabitants. 

Philip, who regarded the whole city as his quarters, exclaimed againft the 
infult which he pretended was offered to him, and ordered fome of his troops to 
pull down the ftandard ; but Richard informed him, by a meffenger, that though 



h 



ground 



he would not faffer it to be done by any other perfon ; but would oppofe any 
attempt to infult him fo grofsly with his whole force. Philip, therefore, thought 
it prudent to countermand his orders ; and the difpute was apparently adjufted, 
though the feeds of difcord were thereby implanted in the breafts of the two 



eigns 



In order, however, to prevent the multiplication of jealoufies and complaints, 
they at length propofed to obviate all future differences by a folemn treaty. But 
this expedient gave rife to a new fubjeft of controveriy, which was more diffi- 
cult to adjuft, as thehonom 



more 



When Richard, in every treaty with his father, had ftrenuoufly infifted on being 
permitted to confummate his marriage with the princefs Alice, he had only 
fought a pretence for quarrelling; it having never been his intention to take to 
his bed a perfon fufpefted of a criminal connection with his own father. This 
was evident from his never having mentioned the fubject after Henry's death : 
he even took meafures for elpoufing Berengaria, daughter to Sanchez, king of 
Navarre, for whom he had conceived a paffion during his abode in Guienne* ; 
and, when he had fet out on the prefent expedition, he had prevailed on hi3 



mother 



Napl 



arrived in the month of February, 1191, under the efcort of the count of Flan- 
ders, and from that time had taken up their refidence at Brindifi, and were 
now daily expefted at MefTinat. When Philip, therefore, renewed his applica- 
tions to the Englifli monarch for celebrating his nuptials with his fifter Alice, 
Richard was obliged to give him an abfolute refufal. 

Hoveden, and fome other hiftorianst, pretended that he was able to produce 
fuch pofitive proof of the incontinence of Alice r and even of her having borne 
a child to Henry, that Philip defifted from his application ; and chofe to. conceal 
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the dishonour of his family, by configning the whole tranfadHon to oblivion. 
Whatever were his motives, it is certain from the treaty itfelf, which may be 
feen in Rhymer's Feeder a*, that he confented to the marriage of Richard with 
Berengaria, and, having fettled all farther fubj efts of difpute with that prince, 
Philip fet fail for the Holy Land, on the thirtieth of March. The day after 
his departure, the mother of Richard, with the princefs of Navarre, arrived at 
Meflina, at which place the former only remained four days, and then embarked 
for England ; but the latter was committed to the care of the queen-dowager 
of Sicily, who had refolved to accompany her brother in his expedition to Pa- 

lefHnet. 

* The city of Ptolemais-, indifcriminately called Acre, and Saint John of Acre, 
had been invefted. two years by the united forces of all the chriftians in the 
Eaft, and had been defended by the utmoft efforts of Saladin and the Saracens, 
The remains of a German army, condufted by the emperor Frederic — (who 
had been killed foon after his arrival, by imprudently bathing in the coldftreara 
of the Cydnus, during the raging heat of the dog-days) — and the feparate body 
of adventurers, who continually poured in from the Weft-, had enabled the king 
of Jcrufalem to form this important enterprifei : but Saladin, having thrown 
aflrong garrifon into the place, under the command of Caracos, his own mailer 
in the art of war, and molefting the befiegers with continual attacks and fallies, 
had protra&ed the fuccefs of the enterprife, and wafted the force of his enemies. 
The arrival of Philip and Richard infpired new life into the chriftians ; and 
thefe princes, afting in concert, and partaking the glory and danger of every 
a&ion, gave ftrong hopes of obtaining a. final victory over the infidels. The 
plan of operations which they agreed on was this : that one day the king of 
France iliould attack the town, and the Englifh guard the trenches ; and the 
next, the Englifh monarch fhould conduct the affault, and the French undertake 
to defend the afTailants. This fpirit of emulation between thofe rival kings, 
and rival nations, produced extraordinary a&s of valour : Richard, in particu- 
lar, animated with a more precipitate courage than Philip, and more agreeable 
to the romantic fpirit of that age, drew to himfelf the general attention, and ac- 
quired a great and fplendid reputation)}. But this harmony was of fliort du- 
ration, and occafions of difcord loon arofe between thefe jealous and haughty 
princes. 

The family of Bouillon, which had been firft placed on the throne of Jerufa- 
lem, ending in a female, Fulk, count of Anjou, grandfather to Henry the Se- 
cond of England, married the heirefs of that kingdom, and tranfmitted his title 
to the younger branches of his family. The Anjevin race ending alfo in a fe- 
male, Guy deLufignan, who had married Sibylla, the heirefs, had fucceeded to 

* Rymer, vol. i. p. 69. Chron. Dunft. p t 44. + Bened. Abb. p. 644. 
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the title ; and though he loft his kingdom by the invafion of Saladin, he was 

{till acknowledged by all the chriftians for king of Jerufalem*. But as Sibylla 
died without iffue, during the fiege of Acre, Ifabella, her younger filter, put in 
her claim to that titular kingdom, and required Lufignan to refign his preten- 
tions to her hufband, Conrad marquis of Monferrat. Lufignan, maintaining that 
the royal title was unalienable, and indefeafible, had recourie to the protection 
of the king of England, whom he engaged to embrace his caufet. This was a 
fufficient inducement to Philip to efpoufe the party of Conrad j and the oppofite 
views of thefe potent monarchs brought faiftion and difTenfion into the chriftian 
army, and retarded all its operations : the Templars, the Genoefe, and the 
Germans, declared for Philip and Conrad; the Flemings, the PHnns, and the 
Knights of the Hofpital of Saint John, adhered to Richard and Lullgnan. But, 
notwithftanding thefe difputes, as the length of the fiege had reduced the Sara- 
cen garrifon to the laft extremity, they furrendered the city on the twelfth of 
July, on the following conditions : — that the garrifon fhould be allowed to march 
out only in their fhirts, leaving all their arms and baggage behind them; that 
Saladin fliould reftore the true crofs, with two thoufand five hundred chriftian 
prifoners of the greateft note ; that he fhould caufe to be paid to the two victo- 
rious monarchs two hundred thoufand pieces of gold, called Byfantines, for the 

ranfom of the garrifon, the whole of which were to be detained as* hoftages 
till thefe conditions were performedi. 

. Thus ended this celebrated fiege, which had engaged the attention of all Eu- 
rope and Afia for two years, and had cofl the lives of three hundred thoufand 
men; befides thofe of fix archbifhops, twelve bifhops, forty earls, and five 
hundred barons||. Among the nobles who fell on this memorable occafion, on 
the part of the French, was Ralph de Coucy : being mortally wounded, he re- 
tired to his tent, wrote a farewel letter to a married lady of the name of Du 
Fayel, of whom he was dcfperately enamoured, though no criminal intercourfe 
had ever fubiifled between them ; and, after ordering his faithful efquire to 
carry his heart to the objeft of his love, expired in a few minutes. The gen- 
tleman, faithful to the commands of his deceafed lord, repaired to the caflle 
where the lady refided ; at the gates he met the hufband, whofe jealoufy led 
him to fearch the meffenger, when he found the fatal prefent. Enraged with 
his wife, he gave the heart of her lover to his cook, and had it placed on the 
table before her ; when fhe hadfeaftedon it for fome timie, the favagc difclofed 
to her the deadly fecret. Seized with horror inexpreifible, the lady fwore that 
after a meal thus precious, no other nourifhment fhould ever enter her lips ; — fhe 
kept her word, and in a few days expired§. 

After the reduction of this important place, Philip, inftead of purfuing the 
hopes of farther conquefl, and of redeeming the Holy City from flavery, which 

* Viiufauf, p. 28 1. + Trivet, p. 134. Vinifauf, p. 342. W. Heming, p, 524. t Ecned. Abb* 
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was the chief object of the expedition, began to intimate his defign of return- 
ing to Europe. Though he afcribed his defire to quit the fcene of glory to the 
ill ftate of his health, the real motives of his departure were founded on pro- 
jects of ambition and revenge. The fuperior fplendour of Richard's achieve- 
ments, which had totally eclipfed his own inferior fame, infpired him with fenti- 
ments of hatred againft that monarch; and he expected, by repairing to Europe, 
to find an opportunity of affording them the moll ample gratification. He like- 
wife flattered himfelf with the idea of being able to obtain the fucceffion of the 
count of Flanders, who had died during the fiege of Acre, and had left no iffiie. 
Urged by thefe powerful inducements, all efforts to retain him in Paleftine proved 
ineffectual : -Richard, therefore, confented to his departure, on his taking a pub- 
lic oath that he would not only abftain from all hostilities againft his territories, 
during his ftay in the Holy Land, but that he would even protect them againft 
the attempts of all invaders. It is faid, however, that Philip on his return paid 
a vifit to pope Celeftine the Third, and requefted that pontiff to abfolve him 
from the obligation he had thus contracted, but that his holinefs rejected the 
requeft with difdain*. Be that as it may, having left ten thoufand of his troops 
to co-operate with Richard, under the command of the duke of Burgundy, he 
emfrarked at the port of Acre for Naples, then repaired to Rome, and from 
thence to France, where he arrived about Chriftmas 119 it. 

Each tranfaftion betrayed the ahimolity which Philip bore to his royal rival. 
The marquis of Montferrat had been publicly ftabbed in the ftreets of Tyre, 
by two men, who, for that purpofe, had enlifted themfelves in his fervice. 
They were fubjefts of a petty Saracen prince, whofe territories lay in the 
mountains of Phoenicia, and who w : as commonly diftinguifhed by the appella- 
tion of The old Man of the Moantai?i%, He was a man of confummate art, and 
knew how to render the fuperftition of Mahometanifm fubfervient to his own 
private advantage. Being unable to defend himfelf from the encroachments of 
Jiis powerful neighbours by open force, he adopted a more effectual expedient 
for revenging, if not averting, their attacks. He had acquired fuch an afcen- 
dency over the minds of his fanatical fubjefts, that they paid the moft implicit 
obedience to his orders, though fraught with the moft imminent danger, from a 
full perfuafion, that, ftiould the execution of them prove fatal to their lives, the 
joys of paradife would be the infallible reward of their devotionjj. Thefe he 
occafionally difpatched to murder fuch princes as had incurred his refentment ; 
and, being influenced by fuch powerful motives, their invincible perfeverance 
in the purfuit of their objedt, rendered the accomplifhment of it certain ; fo 
that almoft all the potentates of that part of Afia ftood in awe of this prince of 
the Afjaffins ; for that was the name of his people— whence the word has pafTed 
into moft of the European languages. 

* G. Vinifauf, l.v. i, 2. + Bene<J. Abb. p. 667, 670 ; W. Neubr. 1. iv. c. zz\ Honing, 
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The inhabitants of Tyre, who were governed by Conrad, had' put to death 
one of this fed, whom ftrefs of weather had compelled to take refuge in the 
harbour. The prince demanded fatisfa&ion of Conrad, who treated his mef- 
fengers with difdain. In revenge, therefore, for this outrage, which was atten- 
ded with fome aggravating circuniftances, the afiaffins were difpatched ; and 
they executed their orders with deliberation and effeft. When they were ap- 
prehended and applied to the torture, they triumphed in the midft of agony, 
and exprefTed their joy at being deftined to fuffer in To juft and glorious a caufe. 

Every one in Paleftine knew from what hand the blow came. Richard was 
entirely free from fuipicion ; though that monarch had formerly maintained the 
caufe of Lufignan againft Conrad, he had become fenfible of the bad effects, at- 
tending thofe diflentions, -and had voluntarily conferred on the former the king- 
dom of Cyprus, on condition that he fhouid refign to his rival, all pretenfions to 
the crown of Jerufalem*. Conrad himfelf, with his dying breath, had recommen- 
ded his widow to the prote&ion of Richardf . The prince of the aflaffins avowed 
the aftioh in a formal narrative which he fent to Europe? ; yet, on this foundation, 
Philip thought fit to build the moft egregious calumnies, and to impute to Ri- 
chard the murder of the marquis of Montferrat, whofe elevation he had once? 
openly oppofed* He filled all Europe with exclamations againft the crime ; appoin- 
ted a guard for his own perfon, in order to defend himfelf againft afimilar at- 
tempt^ ; and endeavoured, by thefe fhallow artifices, to cover the infamy of at- 
tacking the dominions of a prince, whom he himfelf had deferted, and who 
was engaged, with fb much glory, in a \v*ar, univerfally acknowledged to be 
the .common caufe of chriftendom. 

The king of England, after obtaining as much honour as could poffibly be 
-derived from the difplay<of extraordinary courage, united with great, military 
fkill, was prevented from purfuing his vi&orious progrefs, by the treacherous 
-conduct of the duke of Burgundy, who, in order to ingratiate himfelf with 
Philip, took all opportunities of mortifying and oppofing him§. Richard, there- 
fore, concluded a truce with Saladin, and ftipulated that Acre, Joppa, and other 
fea-port towns of Paleftine, Ihould remain in the hands of the chriftians 5 an4 
that every one of that religion fhouid have liberty to perform his pilgrimage 
to Jerufalem unmolefted* This truce was concluded for three years, three 
months, three weeks, three days, and three hours ; a magical number, which had 
probably been devifed by the Europeans, and which was fuggefted by a fuperfti-* 
tion well fuited to the objett of the war^f. 

The liberty in which Saladin indulged the chriftians to perform their pilgrim 

mages to Jerufalem, was an eafy facrifice on his part ; and the wars which he 

■ . 
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waged in defence of the barren territory of Judea, were not with him, as with 
the European adventurers, the refult of fuperftition, but of policy. The ad- 
vantage, indeed, of fcience, moderation, and humanity, was, at that time, en- 
tirely on the fide of the Saracens ; and this gallant emperor, in particular, dis- 
played, during the courfe of the war, a fpirit and generofity, which even his 
bigotted enemies were obliged to acknowledge and admire. The Englifh mo- 
narch, equally martial and brave, was more mercilefs and ferocious, and, by 
his babarity, tarniflied the luftre of his victories. When Saladin refufed to ra- 
tify the capitulation of x\cre, the king of England ordered all his prifoners, to 
the amount of five thoufand, to be butchered ; and the Saracens found them- 
felves obliged to retaliate upon the chriftians by a fimilar cruelty*. Saladin 
died at Damafcus fbon after concluding this truce with the princes of the cru- 
fade. It is memorable, that, before he expired, he ordered his winding-fheet, 
to be carried, as a ftandard, through every flreet of the city ; while a cryer 
went before him, and proclaimed, with a loud voice, This is all that remains to 
the mighty Saladin, the conqueror of the Eaft. By his laft will he ordered cha- 
rities to be diftributed to the poor, without diftin&ion of Jew, Chriflian, or 
Mahometan. 

After the truce was concluded, the king of England, having nothing to de- 
tain him in Paleftine, haftened to Europe, where his prefence was required. 
As he dared not to pafs through France, having too much reafon to dread the 
perfidy of Philip, he failed to the Adriatic ; and, being fhipwrecked near Aqui- 
leia, attempted to trayerfe Germany in tlje dilguijfe of a pilgrim. Purfued by 
the governor of Iftria, he was compelled to leave the direct road to England, 
and pafs by Vienna, when he was difcoveredby Leopold, duke of Auftria, who, 
glad of fo favourable an opportunity to revenge an affront he had fuftained 
from Richard during the fiege of Acre, and being equally deaf to the diftates 
of honour, and regardlefs of the ties of humanity, ordered him to be arretted 
and thrown into prifon. He afterwards fold his royal captive to the emperor,, 
Henry the Sixth, for the fum of fifty thoufand marksf . Thus a monarch, who 
had filled the whole world with his renown, found himfelf, during the moft cri- 
tical ftate of his affairs, confined in a dungeon, and loaded with irons, in the 
heart of Germanyt, and entirely at the mercy of his enemy,, the bafefl: and moft 
fordid of mankind. 

The expedition of Philip had terminated more fuccefsfully : on his return to 
France,- he found the regents of the kingdom had difcharged their truft with 
honour and diligence ; the whole nation was tranquil and flourifhing ; and he 
had nothing to interrupt his repofe, but his own ambition and thirft for con- 
queft. * The firft thing that excited his attention was a crime imputed to feme 

* Hoyeden, p. 697 ; BenecL Abb. p. 673 ; M. Paris, p. j 15 ; Vinifauf, p. 546 ; W. Heming, p. $%U 
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Jews, who, it was pretended, had, with the perm i flion of the conntefs of Cham- 
pagne, feized a chriftian, placed a crown of thorns upon his head, and, having 
feverely fcourged him, nailed him to a crofs, and there fuffered him to expire** 
Philip, on being apprifed of this circumftance, haftened to the caftle of Bray- 
upon-Seine, where the crime was faid to be committed, and ordered eighty 
Jews to be burnt alive. The guilt of thefe unfortunate viftims appears to be 
a matter of doubt, fince no mention is made of any punilhment inflided on the 
countefe of Champagne, who was certainly an accomplice in the crime, if there 
was really any crime committed. Philip's next care was to extend his domini- 
ons — an objeft that was ever uppermoft in his thoughts ; for which purpofe he 
took the neceflary meafures for uniting to the crown not only the county of 
Artois, his late queen's dower, but the county of Flanders, which he pretended 
the death of Philip of Alface, who left no male iflue, had rendered vacant. In 
vain did Baldwin the Fifth, who, as nephew and heir to the count, had taken 
pofTeflion of the territory in queftion, prove to him, by a thoufand recent ex- 
amples, that this province was not fubjeft to the falique law ; his ambition was 
deaf to the claims of juflicc, and he refolved to fubftitute force for right. Both 
parties were preparing for war, when the interpoGtion of fome mutual friends 
effetted an accommodation which had appeared impracticable K A treaty was 
figned at Peronne, by which Baldwin was acknowledged for count of Flanders, 
and did homage for his principality to the French monarch. Philip had Ar- 
tois, and, as that county was his wife's dower, he made his fon Lewis aflame 
the title of count of Artois. But his ambition led him to infift on the ceffion 
of the fovereignty of Boulogne, Guines, Saint Pol, and L'Ifle, which gave rife 
to that inveterate animofity, and thofe cruel wars, which afterwards prevailed 
between the French and Flemings. 

A. D. 1 193.] Philip had no fooner regulated all neceflary matters relating 
to his new acquifitions, than he received the news of Richard's detentiont ; 
when, forgetful of his oaths, he determined to facrifice his honour to his inter- 
eft, and to convert the misfortune of his rival into a fource of advantage to 
himfelf. He made the emperor the moft flattering offers to induce him to deli- 
ver his royal prifoner into his hands, or, at leaft, to detain him in perpetual 
captivity H . He even formed an alliance with the king of Denmark, by eipou- 
Gng his filler. Ingeltiurga ; defired that the obfolete claim of the Danes to the 
crown of England fhould be transferred to him ; and folicited a fupply of {hip- 
ping to enforce it. But the moft fuccefsful of his negociations was with prince 
John, who, on the firft invitation, fuddenly left England, had a conference 
with Philip, and concluded a treaty, theobje&of which was, the ruin of a bro- 
ther, to whom he was bound by every tie of honour, allegiance, and. grati- 
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tude: he agreed to cede to the king all the Vexin Normand, a great part of 
the duchy of Normandy, of Tours, Mont-Trichard, Amboife, Loches, Mont- 
bafon, and Chatillbn upon the Indre*. When this treaty, which fixed an in- 
delible infamy on the contracting parties, was concluded, the king invaded 
Normandy, took Gifors, Neufie, Neuchatel, Ivry, Evreux, and Aumale, and 
proceeded to form the fiege of Rouen : here, however, he was repulfed with a 
confiderable lofs ; and the check he experienced induced him to liften to the 
propofals of the Norman barons ; and, on condition of being paid a large fum 
of money, to fign a truce for fix months* 



ga 



mar 



quious council, aflembled at Compiegne, favouring his views, pronounced the 
marriage null, on the ufual grounds of confanguinity. The unfortunate queen 
appealed to the pope, who, moved by her complaints, and the ferious remon- 
flrances of her brother, fent two legates into France, to examine the validity of 
- the divorce; but, to ufe the language of Rigord, u They were two dumb 
u dogs who feared for their fkm y and therefore did not dare to bark/' 



The 



annul the fentence of the council of Compiegne, to contract a new marriage, 
afked and obtained the hand of Agnes, daughter to the duke of DaJmatia, a 



and illuftrious birth. But the fate of Ingelburga exci- 

Third to the 



The 



where, notwithftanding an -appeal to Rome, the commifTaries of the court laid 
all the dominions of Philip under an interdict. The bifhops who were prefent 
fubmitted to the fentence, although fome of them had attended the council of 
Compiegne, and had, confequently, fanftioued, with their approbation, that di- 
vorce which was now declared null. Philip, enraged at. their conduft, feized 
oh their temporalities,, confifeated the pofieffions of all- the canons and other 
ecclefiaftics in their diocefes, fent foldiers into the parfonage-houfes, and confi- 
ned queen Ingelburga in the caftle of Etampes. The murmurs of the laity at 
the difcontinuation of divine fervice werepunifhed by the moft oppreffive exac- 
tions ; the citizens, and peafants were obliged to fubmit to the moft enormous im- 
ports ;«and'.a tax of one third of their revenues was impofed on the nobility- 
This unprecedented feveritv only ferved toincreafe the murmurs of difcontent : 



>m 



tinuance. No external forms of religion appeared, no facrament was admin H- 
tered, no public devotion performed.; the churches were every where fliut, sffitf 
the dead remained without burial . 
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The king, fearful of the confequences, was at length compelled- to fubmit, 
on condition that other legates and other judges fliould be appointed to determine 
the matter. Innocent accordingly fent two cardinals, who affembled a council 
at SoifTons*, where the queftion of the divorce was again examined with the 
moft fcrupulous attention. Philip employed feveral advocates to fpeakfor him, 
but not a foul dared plead the caufe of Ingelburga, till a poor curate, whom 
nobody knew, arofe, and fpoke fo ably and fo learnedly in her defence, that 
he excited the admiration of all who were prefent. The council found the . 
pretext of confanguinity frivolous, and were on the point of annulling the fen- 
tence of divorce, when the king, who was apprifed of their fentiments, put a 
flop to their proceedings, by declaring his convi&ion of the validity of his for- 
mer marriage, and his determination to acknowledge Ingelburga for his wife. 
He accordingly repaired to the place of her confinement, placed her behind 
him on his horfe, and haftened with her to Paris. The mind of Agnes was 
too fenfible of difgrace to furvive this degradation, and, though her rival en- 
joyed but the mere title of queen, without the rights of a ivife\, and was even 
ibon fent back to her former place of confinement, fhe funk beneath the weight 
of her grief ; but the court of Rome legitimated the two children fhe had by 
the king, viz. Philip, count of Clermont in Beauvaifis, who married the coun- 
tefs Mahaut, heirefs of Boulogne and Dammartin ; and Mary, firft married to 
Philip of Hainault, count of Namur-, and afterward to Henry the Firft, duke of 
Brabant. It is remarkable, however, that this princefs was only diftinguifhed 
by the appellation of Madame, inftead of the title of Qiieen, which had always, 
been enjoyed by the daughters of France, even when married to noblemen of 
inferior rank. The equivocal birth of the princefs Mary, it is faid, operated 
a change in the eftablifhed etiquette! ; and, fince the reign of Philip Auguflus, 
the daughters of the French monarchs, and of their eldeft fbns, have always 
been called fimply, Me/dames. . . ' . 

Richard, in the mean time, though expofed to every infult and indignity In 
his German prifon > did not fuffcr his courage to be deprefled by * the rigour of 
his confinement. Though thrown into a dungeon, whence no man had ever 
efcaped with his life, loaded with irons > and continually furrounded* with arm-: 
ed ruffians, he preferved the ferenity of his countenance, and the, clieerfulnefs- 
of his mind(|. The emperor, in order .to do away fome part of that pcGiim. 
whichhis injuftice to Richard had naturally incurred,, produced 'him- before f the. 
princes and prelates of the empire, in a diet hoi den at Worms r on the thirteen tli 
day of July; and attempted ajuftification of his condu& r by accufing that prince 
of various crimes and mifdemeanours ; of having afforded prote&ion to Tarucred, 
the ufurper of the crown of Sicily;, of having made war on the emperor of 

i 
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Cyprus, a chriftian prince, when. his prefence was requifitein Paleftine; of hav- 
ing obftrufted the progrefs of the chriftian army, by compelling the king of 
France, by a repetition of injuries, to retire from the Holy Land ; of having 
affronted the duke of Auftria before the walls of Acre ; of aflaffinating Conrad, 
marquis of Montfcrrat ; and of having concluded a truce with Saladin on dis- 
advantageous terms, and leaving Jerufalem in the hands of the Saracens*. 
Richard, far from finking beneath the weight of his misfortunes, proceeded 
with firmnefs andprecifion to anfwer thefe c aluminous and ill-grounded accusa- 
tions, after premifmg that he was exempted, by his dignity, from fubmitting to 
any jurifdi&ion, except that of heaven. The eloquence and fpirit of his defence 
made fo ftrong an impreffion on the German princes, that they loudly cenfurcd 
the condud: of the emperor. The pope, too, threatened him with excommu- 
nication ; and Henry, who had been induced to liften to the bale propofals of 
Philip, and prince John, now found that it would be impoffible to favour the 
accornplifliment of their treacherous defigns by a longer detention of the king 
of England ; he, therefore, agreed to accept one hundred and fifty thoufand 
marks of filver for his ranfom; one hundred thoufand marks of which were to 
be paid before he received his liberty, and fixty-feven hoftages delivered for the 
remainder!. The emperor, too, to glofs over the infamy of this tranfaftion, 
prefented to Richard, at the fame time, the kingdom of Aries, comprehending, 
among other provinces, Provence, Dauphiny, and Narbonne, over which the 
empire hadfome antiquated claims ; but this prefent the king of England very 
wifely negle&ed. 

A. D. 1194O When the requifite fum was collected, queen Eleanora and 
the archbifhop of Rouen fet out with it for Germany a few days before Chrift- 
mas ; paid the money to the emperor and the duke of Auftria, at Mentz ; deli- 
vered them hoftages for the remainder, and freed Richard from captivity, on 

the fourth of February. His efcape was very critical. Henry had been detect- 
ed in the afTaflination of the bifhop of Liege, and in an attempt of a fimilar na- 
ture on the duke of Louvain; and thefe flagitious practices having rendered him 
obnoxious to the princes of the empire, he had determined to fecure himfelf 
from the effefts of their hatred, by entering into an alliance with the king of 
France ; to detain Richard, the enemy of Philip, in perpetual confinement; and 
to gratify his own avarice by keeping the money which he had already received 
for his. ranfom, and by the extortions of frefh fums from Philip and prince John 
who had' made him an offer of one hundred and fifty thoufand marks of filver, 
on condition that he would keep his royal captive only one year longert. For 
this purpose he ifTued orders to purfue and arreft Richard ; but that prince, fuf- 
pe&inghis intentions, had travelled with the utmoft expedition ; fo that when 
the emperor's meflTengers arrived at Antwerp, he had already embarked at the 
mouth of the Scheld, and was out of fight of land. 

* M. Paris, p. 12X ; W, Heming. p. 536. + Rymer Feed, t. i. p. 72—78. J Hovcden. p* 418% 
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As foon as Philip heard of Richard's deliverance from captivity, he wrote to 



his confederate John 
" the devil is unchained*." The 



"Take care of yourfelf, for 



cefTity of this caution ; for, after he had regulated his domeftic affairs, refumed all 
the exorbitant grants which he had been neceflitated to make before his depar- 
ture for the Holy Land, and taken poffeflion of all prince John's eftates in Eng- 
land, which had been confifcated in a great council of the barons, he prepared 
toexaft a fevere vengeance for the perfidy of Philip. That monarch, apprifed 
of his defigns, immediately commenced hoftilities, and had already invefled 
Verneuil, when he was alarmed with the intelligence that John had reconciled 
himfelf to his brother, maffacred the French garrifon in Evreux, and delivered 
it into the hands of the king of England ; and that Richard himfelf, with a for- 
midable force, had landed at Barfleur, and was rapidly advancing to the relief 
of Verneuil. Philip, with a band of chofen troops, repaired fecretly, by a forc- 
ed march, to Evreux, which he retook byfurprife ; mafTacrednot only the Eng- 
lifh garrifon, but the native inhabitants, whofe habitations and whole churches 
he reduced to aflies. But this, exaftion of indifcriminate vengeance was produc- 
tive of little advantage : on his return he found that the troops he had left 
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and he himfelf narrowly efcaped thepurfuit of his rival. 



confufion 



The 



from 



different caufes, in the breafts of the hoftile monarchs, urged them to increafe 
the horrors of war, by needlefs devaluations, and unprofitable cruelty. After 
reducing the caftle of Lochis, the king of England advanced to give battle to 
Philip. The two armies met in the vicinity of Freteval, between Chateaudim 
and Vendome ; but Philip was ftill defirous of avoiding a decifive battle, and 
concealed his intentions of a retreat by fending a defiance to Richard, importing, 



That 



But his rival was not fb 



eafily deceived ; he returned a fpeedy and refolute anfwer, which was no fooner 
delivered than the French were furprifed by the approach of the Englifh army. 



The 



The 



difperfed by the aftive and intrepid valour of the lion-hearted Richard ; and 
Philip was difgraced by an ignominious flight. His baggage and his military 
cheft were taken, together with his cartulary and recordst, which commonly at 
thai: time attended his perfon : thefe laft, which Richard would never confent to 
reftore, were but imperfectly fupplied by the memory of his minifters, and the 



A. D. 1195.I 



whom 



ant 



him in all quarters. Near Vaudreuil- the hoftile armies came in fight of each 
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other, when Philip propofed a negotiation, which he artfully prolonged, to give 
•his troops an opportunity of undermining the walls of that fortrefs. The kino- 
of England did not difcover his treachery till he was furpx'ifed, during a con- 
ference with his rival, by a dreadful noile, occafipned by the fall of a confide- 
rable part of the caftle. Inflamed with refentenent, he haftened to colleft his 
troops, that he might infiift a juft chaftifement on his perfidious foe j but the 
French army, having made previous preparations for their retreat, fled with 
fuch precipitation, that his utmofl efforts to overtake them proved fruitlefs*. 



The war was 



months 



+ * — — *w 

fuccefs, but without producing any general action or important event ; and was 
at length terminated by a treaty of peace, concluded between the two kings, iu 
aperfbnal interview, on the fifth of Decembert. 

A. D. 1 196, H97-3 But the voice of humanity was again filenced by the 
clamours of refentment ; and, in lefs than fix months, the peace was broken, 
and the definitive flames of war again raged with unabated violence, Richard 
ftrengthened himfelf by an alliance wftli the counts of Flanders, Touloufe, Bou- 
logne, Champagne, and other confiderable vaflals of the crown of France. But 
he loon experienced the infincerity of thofe princes, and the inability of his ef- 
forts to made an impreflion on a kingdom governed by a monarch fo vigourous 
and a&ive as Philip. This war, like the laft, was diftinguiftied only by the 
capture of a few iniignificant towns and fortrelfes, by the devaftation of the 
open country, and by afts of unheard-of cruelty, The bifhop of Beauvais, 
a martial prelate, of the family of Dreux, ,and coulin-german to the king, be- 
ing taken in battle, Richard, who hated him for having been the means of in- 



confinement 



and 



loaded him with irons ; and when the pope demanded his liberty, and claimed him 
as his fon, the Englifli monarch fent to his holinefs the coat of mail which the 
prelate had worn in battle, and which was ali befmeared in blood ; accompanied 



we 



:he words which the fons of Jacob employed to 
found j know whether it be thy fon's coat or not/ 

A. D. 1 198.I The interpofition of a legate from 



■" This have 



mediatory 



ye 



ing peace, that the two kings might be enabled to undertake a lecond expedi- 
tion to Paleftine ; but, before this falutary purpofe could be accomplilhed, an 
event occurred that put an end to the negotiation. A considerable treafure, 
confifting of ancient coins and medals, had been found in the lands of Vidoxnar, 
vifcount of Limoges, a vaffal of the king of England, who claimed it as a 
treasure-trove^ which, when found in the earth, became the property of the fu- 
perior lord. His claim being rejefted, he prepared to enforce it by an attack 

f W? Neub. 1. v, c, 153 Chron. J. Brom. col. 1 267. .+ W. Ncub. 1. v. c. j 7 j Ryraer Feed. U I p. 91. 
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.on the cattle of Chalus, near Limoges, where the treafure was fuppofed to be 
concealed; but, during the fiege of that fortrefs, he received a wound from an 
arrow, which, being unfkilfully treated, put an end to his exiftence. 

A. D. 119.9* 1 2oo.«3 On the death of Richard, his brother John fucceeded 
to the throne of England, though Arthur, duke of Brittany, was thereby de- 
feated of his claim, as, by right of reprefentation, he flood in the place of his 
father Geoffrey-, John's el deft brother- But the doftrine of reprefentation ap- 
pears, at this time, to have made a greater progrefs on the continent than in Eng- 
land. All the prelates and barons of Anjou, Maine, and Touraine, fupported 
the pretentions of Arthur, who was now only in his thirteenth year ; acknow- 
ledged him as their liege-lord; and, by an aft of their affembly, eftablifhed him 
in the poffeflion of the government. The young prince was placed by his mo- 
ther Conflance, under the protection of Philip, to whom he did homage for all 
the continental dominions of his deceafed uncle ; .and Philip, whofe enmity to 
the Englifh was uniformly inveterate, by whatever monarch they were govern- 
ed, willingly embraced his caufe, in the hope of embarrafling John, and dis- 
membering his dominions*. That monarch made an irruption into Normandy, 
reduced the territory of Evreux, and advanced as far as Mons, where he met 
♦he du chefs of Brittany andherfon Arthur. From hence he battened to Tours ; 
hut his progrefs was flopped by the approach of John, who inverted the capital 
of Maine, and after taking it, razed the fortifications, and demolifhed the walls 
.of the city. 

This war, however, proved of fhort duration ; the two monarchs met be-* 
iween Vernon and Andely, and the terms propofed by the Englifh prince appea- 
red fo advantageous to Philip, that he accepted them without hefltation. To 
Lewis, the eldeft fon of Philip, John offered his neice, Blanche of Caftile, and 
with her the baronies of Iflbudun and Gracai, and other fiefs in Berri ; and to 
Philip himfelf he ceded the Vexin-Normand. Nine barons of the king of 
France, and as many of the king of England, were guarantees of this treaty ; 
And all of them fwore, that, if their fpvereign violated any article of it, they 
would declare themfelves againfl him, and embrace the caufe of the injured 
jnonarcht. One principal inducement with Philip to the conclufion of a peace 
with John was the conduct of Conflance, mother to Arthur, who, jealous of 
his power and defigns, had carried her fbn fecretly off from Paris, put him 
into the hands of his uncle, reflored the provinces which had adhered to the 
young prince, and made him do homage for the duchy of Brittany, which was a 
rere-fief of Normandy. 

The marriage of prince Lewis with Blanche of Caftile was celebrated in 
Normandy, becaufe the interdift impofed on the kingdom of France, on ao- 

* M. Paris, p. 1 33, f Norm* Duch. p. 1055 ; Rymcr, vol. i. p, 117, ct Sequ. ; Hovedcn, p. 8*4 j 
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count of the king's feparation from Ingelburga was ftill4n force. The recon- 
filiation between the rival monarchs bore every mark of fincerity on both fides; 
John paid a vifit to Philip at Paris, and, during his refidence at the French 
court, he was treated with all the honours clue to his rank, and at his departure 
was loaded with prefents. But this pieafing profpeft Ipeedily difappeared, and 
the incontinence of John, the ambition of Philip, and the difcontent of young 
Arthur, occafioned a new rupture. The king of England, during a progrefs 
he made into Guienne, for thepurpofe of receiving the homage of the barons 
of that province, became enamoured of Ifabella, the beautiful heirefs of Ay- 
mar TailiefFer, count of Angouleme. His queen, with whom he had received 
the earldom of Gloucefter, and many other extenfive poftelfions, was ftill alive; 
and Ifabella was married to Hugh le Brun, count de la Marche, and already 
configned to his care ; though, by reafon of her tender years, the marriage had 
not been confummated. Theie obftacles, however, to a prince of John's di£ 
pofition, appeared.trivial : he found^means to perfuade the count of Angouleme 
to decoy his daughter from her hufband; and, having, on fome frivolous 
pretence or other, procured a divorce from his own confort, he was married to 
Ifabella by the archbifhop of Bourdeaux*. This marriage, not lefs imprudent 
than criminal, created him many enemies, and excited the refentment of thfi 
injured hufband, who foon found an opportunity top unifli his powerful and info- 
lent, rival. 

The count de la Marche, and his brother the count D'Eu, excited commo- 
tions in Poitou and Normandy ; when John marched againft them, and took 
from the latter the fortress of Driencourt, now called Dan court. The two 
counts then applied to Philip for protection, and demanded juftice on his vafTal; 
an application which was favourably received by the court of France which 
was eager to embrace any opportunity for humblrhg^s rival. 

A. D. 1201, 1202.3 At a conferrence between the two monarchs, Philip, 
confeious of his fuperiority, reprimanded John, in a tone of feverity, that, by 
intimidating, induced him to promife whatever was required of him. He even 
engaged to go to Paris, in order to do homage for Poitou, Anjou, and Aqui- 
taine, and to appear before the peers of France to anfwer to the various charges 
that were exhibited againft him by the barons ; he likewife promifed to furren- 
der to Philip thefortreffes of Tillieres and Boutavant, as a fecurity for perfor- 
mance ;vbut all thefe engagements he violated. The king then determined to 
commence hoftilities ; and the war which was now begun, continued with lit- 
tle interruption, for the long fpace of fifty-fix years. The two fortrefles, 
%vhieh ought to have been furrendered, were fuccefsfully attacked, and, with 

Lyons, Arqueil, Mortemer, and Gournay, fubmitted to the victorious arms o£ 

France* 
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In the mean time Conftance, duchefs of Brittany, having died at Nantes, 
her fon Arthur repaired to Rennes, took poflbjffion of the duchy, and received 
the homage of the nobility- This young prince, who was now rifing to man's 
eftate, being animated with a juft refentment againft his uncle, who had not 
only deprived him of his lawful fucceflion, but — if fome contemporary writers 



may be credited 



defign 



re- 



complaints of the barons of Guienne, and demanded juftice of Philip, with 
eard to his own pretentions to that fief, as well as to thofe of Normandy and 
Anjou. The king of France, incenfed at the little regard that had been hi- 
therto paid to his remonftrances, refolvcd to pufh John to extremities. He in- 
verted Arthur with the territories of Poitou, Anjou, Maine, andTouraine, and 
gave him troops to enable him to reduce them* But that young prince, with- 
out waiting for the reinforcements which were haftening to join him from Brit- 
tany, Berry, and Burgundy, inverted the caftle of Mirebeau, in Poitou, 
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refided, under the protection of a weak garrifon. The 



John 



fo much vigour, that the queen was compelled to retire into one of the towers, 
and to furrender the reft of the fortrefs to the viftor. John, having received 
advice of his mother's fituation, flew to her relief with an. army of Englifh 
and Brabancons ; he attacked Arthur's camp by furprife, and, by fuperiority 
of numbers, obtained a decifive victory — every man in the army of that prince 
being either killed or taken prifoner. Among the captives were Arthur himfelf, 
the count de la Marche, Geoffrey de Lufignan, and the moft confiderable of 
the revolted barons, who were all loaded with irons, and confined in different 
prifons in Normandy and England*. The unfortunate duke of Brittany was 
lent to Falaife, and from thence to Rouen, where he fuddenly difappeared. 
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; of the manner in which his 
to the machinations, if not to 



The Britons, enraged at the murder 
s death ; and, when John, in co 



y, as guardian of Eleanora, Arthur's fifter^ whom 
he had feized and carried to England, they received his propofal with horror. 
The ftates of the duchy immediately aflembled to fix the fucceflion of their go- 
vernment, and chofe for their fovereign, Alice, a younger daughter of Con- 
ftance, by her fecond hufband, Guy de Thouars; and they appointed that no- 
bleman to beJher guardian, and to govern the duchy during her minority. 

* M. Paris, p. 144, 14$; Annal. Waverlien, p. 767 ; Ypodigma Neuftri£,p, 458. + Ann. Margan, 
p. 13 ; Chron. T. Wikes, p> 36 ; Chron. W. Heming, 1« ii. c. 94; M. Paris, p. 145; Hen, Knighton, 
p. 2414, 
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Finding all their folicitations for the releafe of Eleanor a treated with negleft 
they proceeded to draw up articles' of impeachment againft John, which they* 
prefented to Philip, as lord paramount of all that monarches continental terri- 
tories. The king received this, application with pleafure, and accordingly fum- 
moned John to appear and anfwer to the charges ; and, on his non-appearance 
pafled a fentence, with the unanimous concurrence of the peers, couched m 
the following terms : — " Whereas John, Duke of Normandy, forgetting his 
u oath to king Philip, his lord, has murdered the fon of his elder brother, who 
was an homager of the crown of France, and the king's kinfman-j and perpe- 
trated the crime within the feigniory of France ; he is found guilty of felony 
and treafon 7 and adjudged to forfeit all the territories* which he holds by 
homage*/' 

A. D. 1203.]- Philip now prepared to execute his fentence by force of arms 
and, having no longer the found policy of Henry, nor the martial and adtivc 
difpofition of Richard to contend with, adopted the refolution of expelling the 
Engli'fh from all thofe valuable fiefs which had been fo long difmembered from 
his crown. For this purpofe he affembled a powerful army, and, directing hi 
march towards x\njou, was joined by almoft all the barons of that province, 
as well as by thofe of Poitou. AH the. great vaflalsof the crown 4 , whole jea- 
loufy might have urged them, to obftruft his progrefs, were either inclined to 
aflift him from difguft to John,, or were not in a fituation to oppofe him. The 
counts of Flanders and Blois were engaged in thecrufades ; the count of Cham- 
pagne was an infant,, and under the guardianfhip of Philip, Theftates of Brit- 
tany feconded all. his meafures with vigour ; and the general defection of John's 
vaflals- rendered every enterprife that was undertaken againft him eafy and fuo 
cefsful. In lefs than fix months, either by force or ftratagem-, Philip obtained 
poffeffion of mod of the towns in Upper Normandy ; the rapidity of his vifto* 
xious- progrefs was unexampled 1 . in the martial achievements of an age in which 
the art of war was but little underftood ; Nonan court and Conches opened* their 
gates at his" approach ; Andely was compelled to capitulate ; Radepont was taken 
by afTault ; and Vaudreuil, Pont-a-l'Arche, and Montfort furrendered after a 
trifling rcfiftance. Chateau-Gaill'ard, a caftle ere&ed by Richard, on the brink 
of a precipice on the banks of the Seine, near Andely, and fuppofed to be im 
pregnable, was alfo reduced, after an obftinate defence of fix months. 

John, during thefetranfa&ions, remained at Caen in. a ftate of inactivity th^t 
aftonifhed his enemies, and difpirited his friends ; when, apprifedof the progrefi? 
of the French arms — " Let them proceed," faid he, " I will retake more pla- 
ces in. a day than they will have reduced in a yearf /' But, previous to the 
reduftion of Cbateau-Gaillard, he made a feeble and fuccefslefs effort for its re 
lief, then battening to London, left Philip to complete the conqueft of Norman^ 
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tfy at his leUure. The king did not fufferfo fair an opportunity to efcape: after' 
allege of feven days, Falaile fubmitced to his arms ; Domfront, Caen, Coutance. 
Bayeux, Lifieux, and Avranches opened their gates to the conqueror. Rouen, 
Arques, and Verneuil were the only places that now remained, of all that rich 
and extenfive duchy, under the domination of the EngMi. Thefe towns were, 

indeed, ftrongly fortified, and fupplied with numerous- garrifons, but, at the ap- 
proach of Philip, they all engaged to furrender, if not relieved before the ex- 
piration of thirty days. 

A. D. 1204, 1205.] The term being expired, and no fupplies* arrived, the 
three towns fubmitted to the viftor. Thus was this important territory, the 
ifloft rich and fertile-province in all the French dominions, re-united to the crown 
of France, about three centuries after the firft ceffiori of it by Charles the Sim- 
ple, During that time it had been governed by fixteen dukes.- <c Rollo the 
tc Dane," fays Mezeray, cc who, from a barbarian became a chriftian and a vir-' 
cc tuous man, was the firft; and John, who, from a chriftian became more 
" wicked than infidels and barbarians, was the laft 1" After the reduftion of 
Normandy, Philip foon completed the conqueft of Anjou r Maine, Touraine, 

a:nd a part of Poitou — important acquifitions, which were, however, attained 
lefs by the courage and- conduft of that monarch, than- by the indolence and 
cowardice of his adverfary, and a fortunate combination of unforefeen events. 

A. D. 1206.] Ronfed at length- by the clamours of his fubje&s, the pufilla- 
nimous king of England made ierious preparations for the recovery of his cap- 
tured provinces. Guy de Thouars, who had been appointed to the govern- 
ment of Brittany, became jealous of the vaft increafeof territory , acquired by 
his ; ally, the king of France, who had not only conquered the adjoining pro- 
vinces, but had al-fo formed a ftrong party among the Bretons. This induced that 
nobleman to wiftr for the re-eftablifhment of John in the dominions he had loft, 
that fome balance might be formed againft the exorbitant power of Philip. He 
had conferred off this- fubjeft with his brother Ainiery, vifcount of Thouars, 
whom* Philip- had- created fenefchal of the province * 7 and, finding his opinion 
coincide with his own, they entered into an afFociation with fome barons", who* 
favoured their views, and invited John to- affift them in the execution of a plan,- 
in which he was fo materially interefted. A treaty was accordingly concluded,, 
and the* king of England, having raifeda numerous army, landed at Rochelle on 



the ninth of July*.. But,infteadof attempting to attain the objeft of his expe- 
dition by a regular plan of judicious operations, he marched to Montauban in 
Quercy, which- belonged to his brother-in-law, the count of Touloufe, who< 
had efpoufed. the caufe of Philip, and, inverting the place, took it by affault^ 
On this occafion the Englifli are faid to have fignalifed their valour in an extra- 
ordinary manner 3 and they were rewarded bytheacquifition of a confiderable: 

* M. Paris* p. 149. 
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booty, and the capture of a great number of prifbners of rank. This enter- 
prife, however, was attended with no beneficial effe&s ; and, after the reduction 
of fome other places of little importance, the approach of Philip infpired him 
with fear, and induced him to make propofals of peace, to which the king ac- 
ceded, and appointed a place for a perfonai interview, that the terms of accom- 
modation might be fettled. Bat John, inftead of keeping his engagement, pri- 
vately retreated with his army to Rochelle. Notwithftanding this affront, Phi- 
lip was induced, by the mediation of the pope, whofe interpofition John had 
folicited, to confent to a truce for two years, which was accordingly concluded 
at Thouars, on the twenty-feventh of O&ober*. 

One principal motive for the pope's eagernefs to promote a peace between the 
rival monarchs, was the defire he had to engage them in a new fpecies of cru- 
fade, for the purpofe of checking the progrefs of herefy. Infe&ed by the 
metaphyfics of Ariftotle, which had been lately tranfmitted from Constanti- 
nople, Aimery de Chartres, an enthufiaft of ftrong fenfe, but ftronger paf- 
fions, became the founder of a new fe&, whofe principal tenets confifted 
in the rejection of a heaven and a hell; in maintaining that the only para- 
dife man could know refulted from the efrefts of doing good, and his only pu- 
nifhment from ignorance and crimet. Being fummoned to appear before the 
pope, in order to anfwer for his doftrine, Aimery found himfelf reduced to the 
neceflityof retra&ation, and died foon after through fhame and regret ; but his 
principles did not die with him ; they wei*e fuccefsfully propagated by his pupils, 

who, being joined by many other feels, formed a numerous body, and were difthv 
guifhed by the appellation of The Alhigenfes, either from the council of Albi, 
where their errors were anathematifed, or becaufe the inhabitants of that town 
and its environs were more particularly infetted with thofe errors. They were 

reproached with being addicted to that deteftable fin which caufed the deftruo 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah^ On the tomb of Alice, countefs of Bigorre, is 
an infeription, by which the reader is informed, that fhe was the daughter of 

Guy de Montfort, who died in defending the true faith againft the B- and 

Albigenfesjj . ' 

The idea which contemporary writers give us of the do&rine and manners of 
this united feft, has fomething in it fo abfurd, and, at the fame time, fo horrid, 
that we are almoft tempted to fufpeft them of exaggeration. We are told§, 
that the Albigenfes believed in two gods ; one, a beneficent being, author of the 
New Teftament, who had two wives, Collant and Colibant, and was father of 
feveral children, and, among others, of Chrift and the Devil ;— the other god 
was a malevolent being, a lyar, and a deftroyer of men, author of the ancient 
law, who, not content with having perfecuted the patriarchs, during their lives, 



* Rymer Foedera, t. i. p. 141. + Rigord, p. 56. % P. Daniel, t. xu p. 109. " || Id. ib.~ The 
word is expreffed at full length in the epitaph. ^ § Hifh Albig. Duch. t. ax, p. 556, 557. 
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had confignecl them all to damnation after death. They alfo acknowledged two 
Chrifts ; one wicked, who was born at Bethlehem, and crucified at Jerufalem, 
and who kept, as his concubine, Mary Magdalen, the ivomanjb well /mown for 
having been caught in the ati of adultery : the other Chrift, all-virtuous and in- 
vifible, never inhabited the world, but fpiritually in the body of Paul. They 
reprefented the church of Rome as the fcarlet whore mentioned in the Revela- 
tions ; they regarded the facraraents as frivolous things, confidered marriage as 
a ftate of proftitution, the Lord's fupper as a chimera, the refurre&ion of the 
fiefli as a ridiculous fable, and the worfhip of images as deteffcable idolatry** 
Had all their tenets been equally rational with the !aft, they would not have 
been obnoxious to much cenfure. They were divided into two claiTes^— the 
Perfects and the Believers. They all openly profefled great purity of manners, 
and fecretly pra&ifed the moft infamous voluptuoufnefs, on the principle, That 
from the waifl downwards man is incapable of fin. 

The mad zeal with which thefe fe&aries endeavoured to propagate their er- 
rors, at length awakened the fpirit of oppofition in the clergj% Pope Innocent 
Tent two fimple monks, of the Bernardine order, to bring the Albigenfes to 
trialt ; to thefe delegates he gave the power not only of excommunicating 
them, but of conffcraining the barons, under the penalty of ecclefiaftical cen- 
fures, to confifcate their property, to banifh them from their territories, and 
even to punifh them with death, in cafe they dared to appeal from their deci- 
fions. This was the firft foundation of the inquifition, Thefe delegates, or 
legates, were Peter de Caftlenau, and Ralph, both monks of Fontfroide, in the 
diocefe of Narbonne. Arnaud, abbot of Citeaux, was afterwards aflbciated to 
them. They all three began by preaching fermons that were never attended 
to, and in the courfe of which they were inceffantly interrupted by a thoufand 
inveSives againft the luxury of the clergy . In fait, the miffionaries had laid 
themfelves open to fuch an attack, by the fplendour of their equipages, the va- 
riety of their drefles, the number of their fervants and horfes, and their expen- 
five way of livingt. A Spanifti prelate, named Diego de Azebez, advifed thenY, 
if they wifhed to convert heretics, to lay afide this pomp, to travel on foot, to 
lead a life of aufterity, and to combat the affefted virtues of the Albigenfes by 

a difplay of true piety. They followed this advice, and made a few converts, 
but ftill the majority continued obftinate under the protection of Raymond, 
count of Touloufe. 

This nobleman, endued with the true fpirit of toleration, permitted to every 
fed the free exercife of their religion, fb long as they excited no troubles nor 
commotions in his territories^. Such conduft could not fail to difpleafe the 
inquifitors, and Peter de Caftlenau, in compliance with the dictates of a blind 

* Chron, Mag^Guil. de Pod, c. ix. p. 672* 675. + Holland. Mart. t. yi. p. 41 x, $ Hift, Albig* 
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and impetuous zeal, excommunicated the count. The monk being aflaffinated 
foon after, Raymond was accufed of the murderous deed : and the pope, not 
lefs impetuous than his legate, immediately iflued a new fentence of excommu- 
jiication againft him, without hearing what he had to urge in his defence ; ab- 
solved all his fubjetts from their oaths of allegiance* ; gave his territories to 
the firft perfon that could obtain pofleffion of them ; and finally invited all chris- 
tians to take up arms againft him, promifing them the fame indulgences which 
had been formerly granted to the crufaders in Paleftine. The precipitation and 
temerity of Innocent aftoniflied the generality pf fovereigns, but they were 

ftill more furprifed at the alacrity with which a great number of barons, and 

people of all ranks and conditions, enlifted in the fervice of the pontiff, and 
placed the crofs on their bofom, to diftinguifh themfelves from thofe who went 
to the relief of the Holy Land. The firft army of thefe new crufaders is faid 
to have amounted to near five hundred thoufand men. The principal leaders 
were Eudes, duke of Burgundy ; Hprve, count of Nevers, and Simon, count 

f>f Montfort. 

A. D. 1209, to 121 3.] The count of TGuloufe, aware of the fatal effe&s of 
the pope's refentment, fought to avert the impending ftorm, by the moft abjeft 
fubmiffion to the will of the arrogant pontiff ; and, as a pledge of his fincerity, 
Jhe furrendered to the holy fee feven ftrong fortrefles in Provence. This was 
but a prelude to the humiliation he was doomed to experience. Being fum- 
anoned to attend the council of Saint Gilles, he appeared in his fliirt, at the 
.church gate, and thrpwing himfplf at the feet of Milo, the pope's legate, fwore, 
by the holy facrament, to obferve whatever the court of Rome fliould prefcribg 
to him-, after which he received abfolutiont. The legate then threw his ftole 
round his neck, led Jiim with one hand, and with the other fcourged him ; and, 
in this ftate, he was conducted to the great altar. This firft mortification was 
followed by a fecond ftill more degrading. He was compelled to afTume the 
crois againft his own fubje&s, to join the army of the crufaders, and to affift 
them to the utmoft pf his power, in the conqueft of his dominions ! — It is with 
ainthe hiftorian records tjtiis dreadful inftance of ecplefiaftical tyranny, and 
uman degradation ! 

At this time there were five confiderable fiefs holden under the count of Tou- 
loufe : the barony pf Mojitpelier ; the county of Foix ; the county of Quercy, 
including Rodez ; the vifcounty of N&rbonne ; and the vifcounty pf JSeziers, to 
which Raymond Roger, the count's nephew, had annexed the counties of Albi 
and CarcafTonne, Tl)is prince, poffeffing more fpirjt than his uncle, had boldly 
jrefufedto comply with the imperious mandates of the Roman pontiff, and open- 
ly prpte&ed the new doftrines. Beziers, his capital, was accordingly attacked^ 
j?y an army of five hundred thoufand men, who immediately took it by affaujt? 

9 Split ' InnQc. apud Duch.t, x. p. 563, + Hift. Albijg. c. 12^ 
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The vigors flaughtered, with indifcriminate rage, men, women, and children, 
whether heretics or not*. Sixty thoufand of the wretched inhabitants perifh- 
ed by the fword ; of thefe fevcn thoufand were mafTacred in the Magdalen 
church, whither they had^fled for refuge. — And Peter de Vaux-Sernai, the im- 
pious and fanatical hiftorian of the Albigenfes, reprefents this butchery as a juft 
punifhment for the blafphemies which the unfortunate victims had vomited forth 
againft the bleffed faint to whom that church was dedicatedt. Before the at- 
tack was made, the crufaders afked the abbot of Citeauxhow tbey were to aft, 
as it would be impoflible to diftinguifli the heretics from the catholics ; v/hen 
this worthy minifter of Chrift, with true chriftian charity, replied: "Kill 
them all ; God knows his ownt." 

It would be a tafkno lefs painful than fuperfluous to detail all the tranfa&ions 
of a war, in which rapine, cruelty, and murder, had enlifted under the banners 
of fanaticifm. It is fufficient to obferve, that the crufaders continued their de-* 
ftru&ive progrefs, with varied fuccefs, for upwards of four years, during 

which time the pope, who had hoifted.the fignal of perfecution, conduced 
himfelf in a manner that equally difgraced his name and ftation: one moment 
lifteningto the dilates of juftice, and commanding his fanatic band to forbear 
from opprefllng the unfortunate count of Touloufe, and the next launching 
forth the thunders of the church, and the artillery of ecclefiaftical inventive* 
againft that noblemen, who, during the difgraceful conflift, was, through the 
prevarication of the pontiff and the infamy of his legates, defpoiled of his ter- 
ritories, and expofed to every fpecies of oppreffion, 

Philip, in the mean time, had received from the count de Montfort, the.ge-^ 
neral of the crufaders, the offer of one half of the conquered territories of the 
count of Touloufe, on condition that he would enfure to the conqueror the quiet 
poffeflion of the remainder. He was certainly inclined to accept this propo^ 
fal, as he had fecretly given permiflion to his fon Lewis to join the papal army; 
but his attention was now called to another quarter, where his arms, he imagi-? 
ned, might be employed to greater advantage. The king of England was en- 
gaged in a difpute with the pope, relative to the promotion of cardinal Langtpn 
whom Innocent had the prefumtion, of his own accord, to nominate to the fee 
of Canterbury. The ufual weapons of the church were, on this occafion, 
employed, and the dominions of John were laid under an interdift, himfelf ex- 
communicated, his fubjedts abfolved from their oath of allegiance, and his 
throne declared vacant. But, in order to render his fentence of depofitioi* 
effectual, fomething more than ecclefiaftical cenfure wasrequifite ; the fovereign 
pontiff, therefore, applied to Philip to put it in execution ; and offered him, be- 
fides the remiflion of all his fins, and a great variety of other Ipiritual advan-? 
tages, the property and pofTeffion of the kingdom of England, as the reward of 
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his labour. Philip had neither the wifdoni nor virtue to refift a temptation that 
promifed fuch ample gratification to . his ambitious mind. Seduced by the flat- 
tering prolpecfh of prefent intereft, he condefcended to become the tool of a 
turbulent prieft, and to acknowledge an authority, which, if ever he fhoulcl 
be urged to oppofe its boundlefs ufurpation, might be employed to operate his 
own depofition. This new champion of the church levied a powerful army ; 
fummoned all his vaflals to attend him at Rouen ; collefted a fleet of fev en- 
teen hundred veflels, of different fizes, in the ports of Normandy and Picardy* ; 
and, in fliort, prepared a force that appeared equal to the accomplifhment of 
his important fcheme. 

John, who was never backward in inaking vigorous preparations, though defli- 
fute both of courage and fldll to employ them to advantage, being apprifed of 
Philip's intentions, feemed determined to give him a fuitable reception. He ac- 
cordingly iffued out writs, requiring the attendance of all his military tenants at 
Dover, and even of all men capable of bearing arms, to unite in defence of 
the kingdom at this dangerous conjuncture, A great number obeyed the fum- 
mons; and he felefted a body of fixty thoufand men, who, had they been infpi- 

fed by a generous fpirit of patriotifm, and animated with an affection for the 

perfonof their fovereign, might have proved invincible : but John, being anathe- 
matized by the pope, was univerfally regarded as an object of horror by the peo- 
ple. The barons, too, equally awed by fuperftitious fears, were difgufled by 
his tyranny, and were fufpetfted of maintaining a treafonable correfpondence 

the enemy ; and the incapacity and cowardice of the king himfelf, una- 
ble to cope with extraordinary difficulties, feemed to afford thefaireft profpeft of 
fuccefs to the promifed irivafion. 
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Dover; \vhich was readily granted. There the artful legate reprefented the 
power of Philip in fuch ftrong coulours, and afforded him fuch convincive 
proofs of the general difaffe&ion of his people, and the fecret combination of 
his barons^, that, ftrickeri with confternation at the dangers which furrounded 
him, he declared his willingnefs to fubmit to any terms which the pope might 
think proper to impofe. Pandulf, among other conditions equally degrading, 

promife that he would acknowledge Langton for primate ; that he 
would reflore all the clergy and laity, who had been banifhed on account of the 
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outlawed or htiprifoned, for his adherence to the pope, fliould be immediate- 
ly received into favour. This difgraceful treaty was figned by John y on the 
thirteenth of May, 12 13*. 

Bufthe wretched monarch was ftill deftined to experience a Rill greater mor- 
tification. As he hadfworn to pay implicit obedience to the pope, Pandulf re- 
quired that he fliould refign his kingdom to the church ; which, he perfuaded 
him, would prove the mod effectual fecurity againft the proje&ed invafion of 
the French, as he would then be placed under the immediate protection of the 
apoftolic fee . With this daring requeft, unparalleled even in the annals of pa- 
piftical infolence, John was bafe enough to comply: he pafled a charter, in 
which he declared that, not conflrained by fear, but of his own free will, and 
by the common advice and confent of his barons, he had, for the remiffion of 
his own fins, and thofe of his family, refigncd England and Ireland to God, to 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, and to pope Innocent and his fuccefTors in the papal 
dignity. He confented to hold thefe dominions as fiefs of the church of Rome, 
by the annual payment of one thoufand marks — feven hundred for England, 
and three hundred for Ireland. And he farther ftipulated, that, if either he or 
his fuccefTors fliould ever prefume to revoke or violate any of the articles qf 
this charter, they fliould inftantly, except they obtained the pope's .pardon by a 
fpeedy repentance, forfeit all right to their dominionst. In confequence of 
this ignominious agreement John .performed the requifite ceremony at Dover, 
on the fifteenth of May, where he did homage to Pandulf, as the. reprefentative 
of the pope, with all the* forms of fubmiflion required of vaffals by the feudal 
law : he came unarmed into the legate's prefence, who was feated on a throne ; 
he fell on his knees before him ; lifted up his joined hands, and placed them be- 
tween thofe of Pandulf, fwore fealty to the pope ; and paid part of the promis- 
ed tribute. The legate, elated by this unexpe&ed triumph of ecclefiaftical ar- 
rogance, forgot that moderation which common prudence fhould have dictated, 
and evinced the moft indecent fymptoms of prieflly exultation :.he trampled. op 
the money which was laid at his feet, as a token of the fubje&ion of the king- 
dom ; an infolence of which, though a marked infult to every Englifhman prq- 
ient, no one but the archbifhop of Dublin dared to take any noticet 

Pandulf, having thus effeftually accomplifhed his defigns upon England, repair- 
.-eclto France, and told Philip, that as the.purpofe he meant to promote by tak- 
ing up arms had been obtained by negociation, he.might now difmifshis troops[(. 
But, as the cpndudl of Philip had not been influenced by religious motives, all 
.the .perfuaftons of the legate were inadequate to deter him from the purfuit .of 
.his projeft. Having convened an affembly of the nobles, he openly accufed 
the pope of duplicity, and charged him with facrificing every earthly t duty to 

Rymer. vol, i. p. 170; M.Paris, p. 163. + Rymer, ibid. p. 176 ; M.Paris, p. 165. $Idem. 
ibid. Knighton, 1. xi, c. 1.5. p. 2419. || M f Paris, ibid* Chron, Dunft, vol. i. p. 56. 

•Ff f 2 



412 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ I2l 4* 

' the aecompliflinient of his own ambitious views. His barons, convinced by ex- 
perience of the truth of his afTertion, exprefled a willingnefs to comply with 
his defires, by immediately undertaking an invafion of England. The count of 
Flanders alone, who had previoufly formed a fecret treaty with John, expreff. 
*ed his difapprobation of an enterprife which he deemed impious and unjuft • 
/and, finding his oppofition of little avail, he withdrew his forces, and retired 
to his own territories. Philip, determined not to leave fo dangerous an enemy 
behind him, immediately marched into Flanders, took fever al of the ftrongeft 
towns, and threatened to lay wafte the whole country. In this extremity the 
count made application for affiftance to the king of England, who ordered his 
fleet, confifting of five hundred fail, under the command of his natural brother, 
the earl of SalHbury, to attack that of the French, though greatly fuperior in 
number. The two fleets accordingly met off the port of Dam, when the Eng- 
lifh obtained a moll decrfive viftory, taking three hundred fhips, and deftroying 
a. hundred more ; and Philip, finding that the reft muft inevitably fall into the 
hands of the vi&orious enemy, ordered them to be burnt*, and, by that means, 

rendered it impoffible for him to proceed any farther in his projected invafion 
of England. 

A. D. 1214O The ambitious fpiritof Philip, which could neither be grati- 
fied by any moderate fuccefs, nor yet damped by defeat, induced the neighbour- 
ing powers to enter into a league, in order to check the dangerous and deftruc- 
tive plans of conqueft which that monarch had formed. The emperor Otho the 
Fourth, the king of England, and the count of Flanders were the chiefs of this 
confederacy; and, confident of fuccefs, they already divided, in imagination, the 
dominions of France. Prince Lewis was fent to oppofe John, who had landed, 
with a powerful army, at Rochelle, on the fifteenth of February, and reduced 
feveral towns in Poitou and Anjou. Thefe, however, were fpeedily retaken by 
Lewis ; and the cowardly monarch, after abandoning his conquefts, fhut himfelf 
up in Partenay, in the hope that his allies would prove more fuccefsful than 

"himfelf. Philip, in the mean time, had marched to meet the confederated army 
of Flemings and Germans ; and, near the village of Bouvines, between Lille and 
Tournay, the hoftile forces approached each other. The emperor was accoxn- 
v ~panied by the earl of Salifbury ; Ferrand, count of Flanders ; Renaud, count of 

'Boulogne ; Otho, duke of Limburg ; William, duke of Brabant j Henry, duke 
of Lorraine ; Philip, count of Namur; and many other princes and barons* 
The principal officers in the army of France, which amounted to fifty thoufand 
men, (while that of the enemy was greatly fuperior,) were Eudes, duke of Bur- 
gundy ; Robert, count of Dreux, and his brother, Philips Peter deCourtenay, 
count of Auxerre and Nevers; Stephen, count of Sancerre ; John, count of 
Poaithieu ; Gaucher, count of St. Paul ; and the biftiop of Senlis. The battle: 
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began about noon: the conflift was fierce, bloody, and, for along time, doubt* 
ful; the fortune' of France and Germany alternately prevailed ; Philip himfelf, 
wounded in the throat, and dragged from his horfe, was in danger of being tram- 
pled to death; Otho was furrounded and captured by his enemies, and refcued 
with difficulty: but the valour of the French triumphed over every obftacle; the 
fun, which fhone on their backs, dazzled the eyes of their adverfaries ; the con- 
federates, preffed on all fides, were obliged to give way ; the flight foon be- 
came general, and, at fix in the evening, Philip remained matter of the field. 
Thirty thoufand of the enemy are faid to have been killed* ; and the counts of 
Flanders, Holland, and Boulogne, with the earl of Salifbury, and about one 
hundred and forty other counts and barons, were taken prifonersf . This de- 
cifive victory confirmed the power of Philip, who had now no enemy to con- 
tend with. 

A. D. 1215, 1216, 1217.] The Englifti monarch, having purchafed a truce 
for five years, by the payment of fixty thoufand pounds, was permitted to re- 
turn to his own dominions, where the barons had ere&edthe ftandardof oppo- 
fition. Urged by the tyranny of John to a vindication of their rights, they en- 
forced by arms, what perfuafion had failed to effe&: and this ftruggle, between 
a tyrannical king, and his no lefs tyrannical nobles, fortunately terminated in 
favour of civil liberty, by producing that celebrated charter, the bulwark of 
Englifti freedom, which has fince been diftinguiftied by the, name of Magna 
Chart a. But the king of England made no fcruple to violate a deed which he 
had been compelled to fubfcribe; and, after taking every method he could devife 
for ftrengthening his power, in oppofition to that of the barons, he difpatched 
a mefTenger to Rome to lay the great charter before the pope y and to complain 
of the violence he had fuftained in having been obliged to fign it. 

When the charter was read by the fovereign pontiff, he expreffed the highefl 
refentment at its contents ; and fwore by Saint Peter, that he would not fuffer a 
monarch, who bore the fign of the crofs (which John had recently afTumed), 
and was a vaflal of the holy fee, to be treated in that ignominious manner with 
impunityt. To put his threats in execution he iffued a bull, in which, from 
the plenitude of his apoftolic power, and from the authority which God had 
committed to him, to build and deftroy kingdoms — to plant and overthrow — he 
annulled and abrogated the whole charter, as unjuft in itfelf, as extorted by 
force, and as derogatory to the dignity of the apoftolic fee j and, in a fecond 
bull, iffued foon after, he prohibited the barons from exa&ing the obfervance* 
of it : he even forbade the king himfelf to pay the fmalleft regard to it ; he ab~ 
folved him and his fubjefts from all oaths which they had been conftrained to^ 
take to that purpofe j and he pronounced a general fentence of excommuniGa.- 
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tion again ft- every one. who fliould perfift in maintaining pretenfions fo pregnant 

with treafbn and iniquity*. 

But thefe fpiritual cenfures and prohibitions could not induce the barons to 
defilt from defending their liberties ; John therefore hired a band of foreign 
mercenaries to oppofe them, and, with their afliflance, he ravaged his kingdom 
from one extremity to the other. One continued fcene of the molt deplorable 
mifery every where prefented itfelf to the fight : nothing was to be feen but the 

flames of villages and caftles reduced to allies ; the ccnlternation and wretched- 
nefs of the inhabitants ; tortures inflifted by the lbldiery to enforce the difcove- 
ry.of concealed treafures ; and reprifals, equally deitru&ive, committed by the 
barons, and their partifans, on the royal demefnes, and on the eflates of fuch 
as ftill adhered to the crown. 

At length the barons, reduced by the triumphant progrefs of John to the 
verge of deftrufrion, menaced with the total deprivation of thofe rights and li- 
berties they had been fo anxious to fecure, their eftates ravaged, and their lives 
in the mod imminent danger ; hadrecourfe to a remedy as defperate as the evil 
it was intended to correct: they difpatched their leader, Robert Fit z-W alter, 
together with Saker, earl of Winton, to the court of France, with an offer to 
acknowledge prince Lewis, the fbn of Philip, for their fovereign, on condition 
that he would afford them protection from the violence of their enraged mo- 
narch. This was a meafure that could onlv be iuftified unon the nrint inle nf 
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cc their fouls, curfed both the king and the popet." 

. Philip accepted with joy an offer lb flattering to his ambition ; but, being fen- 
fible of the danger of entrufting his fon and heir in the hands of men who might, 
in cafe of neceffity, make peace with their lawful fovereign, by facrificing a 
pledge of fo much value, he exa&ed from the barons four-and-twenty hofiages, 
according to Mezeray's accountf, of the moft noble birth in the kingdom ; and 
having obtained this fecurity, he fent them an immediate reinforcement of feven 
thousand men||, to enable them to make head againft the king, till his fon could 

join them with a more confiderable force, which was ordered to aftejnble in the 
different parts of France. 

The pope, being informed of Philip's intention, fent Gualo, as his legate, to 
the French .court, to menace him with inter dift s <and excommunication, if lie 
dared to invade the patrimony of Saint Peter, or attack a prince who was un- 
der the immediate prote&ion of the apoftolic fee § : but the king, being affured 
pf .the obedience, of his own ^vaffals, changed his principles with the times, and 
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them with refpeft. He accordingly proceeded in the equipment of his arma- 
ment ; and the preparations were conducted with fo much vigour, that prince 
Lewis embarked his troops on board a fleet of fix hundred fail ; and, arriving 
at the Ifle of Thanet, landed without oppofition at Sandwich, on the twenty- 
third of May, 1 2 16. On his approach John retired from Dover to Winchef- 
ter, having left a ftrong garrifon in the caftle, under the command of Hubert 
de Burgh, a brave loyalift, of approved fidelity. In this retreat the Englifh 
monarch met the pope's legate, juft arrived from France, who publifhed a fen- 
tence of excommunication againft Lewis, by name, and againft all his follow- 
ers and abettors. Lewis had endeavoured to pacify the legate, and to avert 
thefe cenfures, by the employment of fuch arguments as had been fuggefted to 
him by the Englifh barons, which were in fubftance as follow — they affirmed 
that John was incapable of fucceeding to the crown, by reafon of the attainder 
pafTed upon him during the reign of his brother, though that attainder had been 
reverfed, and Richard had, even by his laft will, declared him his fucceffor ; 
they pretended that he was already legally depofed, by the verdi&of the French 
peers, on account of the murder of Arthur, though the effecft of that fentence 
mnfl neceffarily have been confined 'to his continental dominions, which alone 
he held as a fief of the crown of France ; they averred, with a degree of plau- 
fibiiity, that he had elfeft his own depofition by doing homage to the pope, 
changing the nature of his fovereignty, and refigning an independent throne for 
a fee under a foreign power : and, as Blanche of Caftille, the wife of Lewis, was 
grand daughter to Henry the Second, they maintained, (though in the order of 
liicceflion many other princes had a preferable claim) that, in chufing her hut- 
band for their fovereign, they full adhered to the royal family. 

Thefe arguments, however, having proved inefficient to convince the le- 
gate, the cenfures were promulgated ; and Lewis refolved to bid defiance to 
the pope. He marched immediately againft the caftle of Rochefter, which he 
took on the thirtieth of May ; and then proceeded to London, where he arrived 
on the fecond day of the following month, and was received with the loudeft 
acclamations, by the citizens, the barons, and their followers, who acknowledg- 
ed him for their fovereign, did homage to him, and exa&ed apromife, confirm- 
ed by an oath, that he would reftore them to all their poffeflions, and protett 
them in all their privileges*. MezerayafTerts, that Lewis wasfolemnly crowned 
king of England ; but this afiertion is evidently falfe, though he exercifed the 
fovereign authority, under the title of Domini Regis Frcmcu Primogenitus , gran- 
ted charters for lands and honours, and created Langton, the primate, his high- 
chancellor. The prince faw the number of his partifans daily encreafe, while 
that of John diminifhed in proportion ; for, his foreign troops being moftly le- 
vied in Flanders, and other provinces of France, refufed to ferve againft the 
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Ireir of their monarchy*. The Gafcons and Poiftevins alone, who were ftill 
John's fubje&s, adhered to his caufe ; but they were not fufficiently ftrong to 
maintain that fuperiority in the field which they had hitherto fupported againft 
the confederated barons : his caftles, therefore, daily fell into the hands of the 
enemy; and Lewis, in a few months, had reduced all the fouthern parts of the 
kingdom, except Dover, which he inverted on the twenty-fecond of July. Bat 
this important fortrefs was defended with fuch (kill and bravery by Hubert dc 
Burgh, and a fpirited garrifon, that he was repulfed in all his attacks with con- 
fiderable lofs ; and was fo continually harafled by the well-condudted fallies of 
the befieged, that he fwore, in a transport of rage, he would not quit the place 
till he fhould have taken the caftle, and hanged all the garrifon ; an oath as ill 
kept as rafhly taken ! 

While Lewis was wafting his time in this fruitlefs enterprife, the king of Eng- 
land having recruited his army, committed dreadful devaftations on the eftates 
of the revolted barons, fome of whom now began to difcover their error, in 
claiming the protection of a prince who evinced a difpofition to opprefs them. 
Lewis had imprudently afforded fuch unequivocal proofs of his partiality to 
his own countrymen, and of his averfion to the Englifli, that the earl of Salis- 
bury, William Marefchal, Walter Beauchamp, and many other nobles, who 
had joined him on his arrival, now deferted him, and their defection infpired 
him with fufpicions of the fidelity of thofe that remained. Thus actuated by 
jealoufy and refentment, he is faid to have formed a plan for the gratification of 
"his revenge, which was difcovered to the barons by the vifcount de Melun, one 
of his chief confidents. That nobleman, being attacked at London by a dan- 
gerous diforder, and his recover difpaired of, expreffed a defire of feeing fome 
of the Englifli barons ; and told them that he could not die in peace until he 
Ihould have difcharged his confcience, by difcovering an affair in which they 
were deeply interefted. He then gave them to underftand, that Lewis had re~ 
lolved to exterminate all the Englifli nobles who had fought in fupport of his 
caufe, fince he confidered them as traitors to their natural prince, and could not, 
therefore, rely on their fidelity to himfelf ; and it was his intention to beftow 

their eftates and dignities on his native fubjetts, in whom he could repofe a 
greater degree of confidencet. This ftory, whether true or falfe, was current- 
ly reported, and obtained univerfal credit ; and, as it correfponded to other cir- 
cumftances that rendered it credible, it proved greatly detrimental to the inte- 
refts of Lewis, who was now threatened with a fudden reverfe of fortune. 

At this conjuncture the king of England died, and was fucceeded by his in- 
fant fon Henry ; the regency of the kingdom being beftowed on the earl of Pem- 
broke, a nobleman of approved courage, extenfive talents, and incorruptible 
j>rpbity. This event proved fatal to the hopes of Lewis ; the nobles had no ob? 
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je&iors to offer their infant prince ; their averfion to the French daily increa- 
fed , and the fentence of excommunication againft Lewis, which was repeated 
by the legate every Sunday, and in which they themfelves were included, had 
no fmall influence on their minds : for, however the proud barons might have 
afFe&ed to delpife the thunders of the Vatican, when their paffions were railed 
by hope, and inflamed by refentment, and when their opposition was fupported 
by the vigorous union and fpirited meafures of a ftrong confederacy ; thefe 
powerful motives had now loll their principal force, and their xonfciences were 
again open to the pangs of remorfe, and awake to the horrors which, in thofe 
fnperftitious times, were continually attached to the cenfures of the church. 

Lewis had long lince loft the affe&ion of the barons, and he now became the 
object of their contempt. He had frequently attempted to corrupt the integri- 
ty of Hubert de Burgh, the brave governor of Dover caftle ; but ftill found 
his honour and courage equally invincible. On the death of John he again 
fummoned him to furrender ; and reprefented, in a parley, that as he was now 
difen gaged from his oath of allegiance, he ought to acknowledge a prince whom 
his countrymen had received as their fovereign, and who would be ftudious to 
reward his bravery by the molt lignal marks of his favour. The governor, 
however, replied, that the late king had left a fon and fucceflbr, whom it was 
his duty to obey, and whom he would ferve while he had life j and, as to the of- 
fers of Lewis, he obferved, that the efteem of a magnanimous prince could ne- 
ver be purchafed by fuch infamous treachery. Lewis, finding him incorrupti- 
ble, changed his battery, and threatened to take away the life of his brother, 
whom he had in this power ; but his refource proving equally inefficacious, he 
railed the liege, and repaired to London; from whence, having taken every 
neceflary precaution for fecuring his intereftin that capital, he marched to Here- 
ford, and attacked the caftle, which furrendered after a faint refiftance. The 
government of this fortrefs belonged, by hereditary right, to Robert Fitz-W al- 
ter, who accordingly laid claim to it ; but he had the mortification not only of 
hearing his claim rejected with fcorn, but of feeing the caftle bellowed on a 
Frenchman, and garrifoned with foreigners. This aft, in which deliberate in- 
falt was added to flagrant injuftice, excited a great clamour among the Englifli, 
who plainly perceived that they were to be excluded from every truft, and that 
foreigners had monopolized all the confidence and affedlions of the man whom 
they had been weak enough to acknowledge for their fovereign. 

Though Lewis, about this time, went over to the continent, and brought 
back a reinforcement of troops ; he found, on his return, that his party was 
confiderably weakened by the defertion of moft of the Englifli barons ; and 
that the death of John, from . which he had prognofticated the greateft fuccefs 
to his caufe, was likely to'render all his projects abortive. The earls of SaliA 
bury, Arundel, and Warrenne, together with William Marefchal, the eldeft 
fon of the earl of Pembroke, had embraced the party of their lawful fovereign ; 
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and all thofe who did not immediately return to their allegiance were evident- 
ly watching for an opportunity to do it with fafety. The regent was To much 
ftrengthened by thefe acceflions, that he ventured to detach the earl of Chef- 
ter with a body of troops, to inveft Mount-Sorel, in the county of Leiccfter, 
which was in the poffeflion of the French : but, on the approach of the count 
dc Perche, with a f uperior army, that nobleman was compelled to retire ; while 
the French general advanced to Lincoln, and, having obtained admittance into 
the town, laid fiege to the caftle. Pembroke refolved to fuccour this important 
place, though at the rift of an engagement ; he therefore afTembled 
his forces with fuch diligence and fecrecy, that he had marched as far as New- 
ark before the count de Perche received the imalleft intimation of his approach* 
The army of the regent was fo fuperior in numbers to that of the French, that 
the latter determined to fhut themfelves up in the town, and aft merely on the 
defenftye ; but the garrifon, having received a ftrong re-inforcement, made a 
Tally on the befiegers ; while the Englifh army, by concert, affaulted them, at 
the inftant, from without, mounted the walls by fcalade, and, bearing down all 
reliftance, entered the city, fword in hand. In this aftion, which took place 
on the nineteenth of May, 12 17, the French fuftained a total defeat 5 their 
commander, the count de Perche, was killed ; and many Englifh barons of that 
party, together with four hundred knights, and a great number of common 
foldiers, were taken prifoners*. 

Lewis had re-commenced the fiege of Dover caftle, in which he w r as employ- 
ed when he received the unwelcome news of this fatal difafter. He immedi- 
ately deiifted from his enterprife, and haftened to London, to repair, if pol- 
llble, the lofs he had fuftained ; when the intelligence of a frefli misfortune put 
an end to all his hopes. A French fleet, with a ftrong reinforcement on board, 
colle&ed by the vigilant aftivity of his confort, Blanche of Caftile, had appea- 
red on the Kentifh coaft, where they were attacked by the Englifh, under the 
command of William cFAlbiney, and were dilperfed with conflderable lofs, 
D'Albiney is faid, upon this occafion, to have employed a ftratagem, which 
greatly contributed to the victory : — Having gained the wind of the enemy, he 

came down upon them with violence ; and, throwing in their faces a quantity 
of *quick lime, which he had provided for the purpofe, fo blinded them, that they 
were unable to make the finaileft refiftancet 1 

Lewis, now defpairing of fuccefs, entered into a negociation with the regent, 
who granted him more favourable terms than he had any right to expeft. A 
pqace was accordingly concluded ; and he engaged to evacuate the kingdom, 
on condition that all his adherents fliould be fully indemnified, and reftored to 
their honours and fortunes, together with the free and equal enjoyment of thoie 

* M. Paris, p. 204 ; Chron. Dunfh p. 8 1. + M. Paris, p. 206 ; Ann. Waved, p. 183 ; W. Heming. 

p. 563 : Trivet p. 169 ; M f Weft. p. 277 ; Knyghton, p. 2428, 
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liberties which had been fecured to the reft of the nation*. After this treaty 
was figned, by which Lewis renounced all pretenfions to the crown of England, 
that prince embarked, with all his forces, for his native country. 

A. D. 1219, to 1222.3 The fentence of excommunication, which had been 
pronounced by the pope againft Lewis, on his invafion of England, was now 
repealed by his legate ; and Philip, after a fuccefsful attack on Rochelle, con- 
fented to another truce with the Englifh, for four years. Lewis then haftened 
to join the crufaders in Languedoc, where the flames of war, fanned by the 
pemferous breath of fanaticifm, ftill raged with incredible fury* 

The council of Lateran, far from reftoring peace and tranquillity, had eagerly 
fought to provoke difcord and to engender ftrife ; it had exhibited, in a ftriking 
point of view, the daring pretenfions of prieftly defpotifm, which afTumed the 
right of difpofing of principalities and empires. Four hundred and twelve bi- 
fliops, and eight hundred abbots and priors, with the pope at their head, affifted 
by the patriarchs of Conftantinople and Jerufalem, with feventy-one primates or 
metropolitans, unanimoufly decided, " That the lecular power fhould be bound, 
u under pain of excommunication, to fwear to exterminate heretics, to the ut- 
u moft of its power ; that the bifliops fhould iffue a thoufand anathemas againft 
u fuch as fhould difobey them; and fhould alfo inform the fovereign pontiff 
u thereof, in order that he might abfolve their vaflals from their oaths of fide- 
u lity, and fubjett their territories to the power of the firft catholic, who fliould 
" chufe to take pofleiBon of themt." This curious theory was foon reduced to 
praftice. The count of Touloufe, accompanied by his ion, and the counts of 
Foix and Comminges, prefented himfelf before the council, and demanded the 
reftitution of his domains. Several bifliops interceded for him, and reminded 
the pope, that he had ever been obedient to his will ; that he had given up his 
fortrefies when required fo to do ; that he had afTumed the crofs, and had even 
fought for the church againft his own nephew, the v if count of Beziers. Inno- 
cent appeared to be moved by his remonftrances ; but, fays the fanatic Peter de 
Vaux-Sernait, The council of dcliitophel did ?iot prevail. It was maintained 

that the catholic faith could not fubfift in Languedoc, fo long as Raymond re- 
mained matter of that province ; that he, therefore, ought to be banifhed from 
thence for ever, and, contenting himfelf with an annual income of eight hun- 
dred livres, to go and weep his fins wherever he could[j. 

This fame decree grants Touloufe, and all the territories fubdued by the 
crufaders, to Simon de Montfort§, a man deftitute of truth, honour, and hu- 
manity. That nobleman continued the fame line of conduvtt which had procu- 
red him this honourable diftinftion ; fome new inftance of his treachery or cru- 
elty daily occurred ; but, fortunately, his deftrudlive progrefs was foon inter- 

f Rymcr, vol. i. p. 221. + Cone. torn. li. p. 142 ct feq. J Hlfr. Albig. c. ?$. || Condi, c, si. p. 234. . 

§ Thref. des Chart. Bulks contre les Heretiques, p. 13. 
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rupced by the hand of death, before the walls of Touloufe. He was fucceed- 
ed in his title by his fon, Amauri de Montfort ; but the poffefiions he had ufurp- 
ed were fpeedily recovered by the aftive valour of the youthful Raymond, 
whofe fpirited efforts prince Lewis in vain attempted to check: after an impo- 
tent attack on the city of Touloufe, from whence he was compelled to retreat 
with ignominious precipitation, he withdrew his forces, and returned to Paris. 

A. D . 1 2 2 3 Amauri de Montfort, unable to oppofe the fkill and courage of his; 
rival, offered to refign his right to ail the territories beftowed on his father, by 
the pope, at the council of Later an, to the crown of France. This important 
offer was referred to an aflembly of the nobles and clergy, at Paris j and as 
Philip, whofe health had been rapidly declining for fome time, was repairing 
from Normandy to his capital, in order to be prcfent himfelf, he was arretted 
hy death, at the town of Mante, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, and the 
forty-fourth of his reign. He was interred in the royal vault at Saint Denis. 

In the delineation of the character of Philip x\uguftus, his biographers ami 
hiftorians feem to have been fo far dazzled by the fplendor of his conquefts, as 
to be totally blind to his defefts.- — Exulting in the effects of thofe conquefts, 
which increafed the revenues and extended the power of their country, the mo- 
tives on which they were undertaken, and the means by which they were at- 
chieved, have never been attended to in the appreciating the merits of the con- 
queror. In the different wars which Philip waged againft Henry of England, 
and his fon Richard, he unfurled the banners of cruelty, oppofed ambition to 
juftice, and treachery to honour ; his bafe defertion of the latter in Paleftine, 
and the fubfequent perfidy of his conduct to that prince in Europe, merit the 
fevereft reprobation ; nor do his endeavours to embitter the laft moments of 
Henry, by violating the facred ties of nature, and lowing diflenfion between 
parent and child, excite lefs powerful fentiments of difguft. In his treatment 
of the Jews, he fuffered the di&ates of equity to be fiienced by the fuggeftions 
of intercft ; and the execution of eighty of that unfortunate people, at one time*, 
affords a fufficient proof that he was not lefs inhuman than unjuft. The exa&ion 
of impofts the moft oppreffive and onerous, on every clafs of people, while the 
kingdom laboured under an interdict, fhows that he fuffered no opportunity to 
efcape for gratifying his rapacity. Yet has the abbe Velly ventured to aflert, 
that the aftions of Philip prove his merit to have been equal to his fuccefs — that 
all his fchemes were concerted with prudence — that he was economical, in order 
that his people might not be over-burdened ! — and, finally, that he was exaft in 
the adminiftration of juflice* ! — Thofe aftions, however, we have laid before 



* The fame luftorian, fpeakingof Simon de Montfort, the leader of the crufaders againft the Albigen- 
fes, obferves, '* That he would have been an incomparable man, had he been lefs ambitious, lefs cruel, lefs 

s. lefs choleric, and lefs vindictive." (vol. iiu p. C20). With th< 



" perfidious 



fafely fubferibe to his indiscriminate eulogy on Philip Auguftus* 



(vol. iii. p. J20). With the fame exceptions we roight 
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our readers, who are equally competent with ourfelves to decide on the juftice 
of this afTertion. 

That Philip was an able general, fertile in expedients, and aftive in the field, 
cannot be denied ; that an important extenfion of territory was obtained through 
his exertions, and the imbecility or infignificance of his adverfaries, is certain ; 
and that many falutary regulations were adopted during his reign, is equally 
true : but we defy the moft enthufiaftic of his admirers to adduce a fingle trans- 
action of his life which can juftify the epithet Magnanimous, conferred on him 
by the voice of adulation. — Though his mind was capacious and enterprifmg, 
his defe<fts were many, and his virtues few. 

Philip was the firft monarch of France, who was anxious to amafs treafures 
in order to fupport an independent and regular body of forces, which, though 

they may be neceflary ct for the purpofe of conqueft, fomethnes ferve to op- 
cc prefs the fubjeft, and to fubvert the laws of the realm*." No fovereign of 
the Capetian race had hitherto diftinguifiied his own interefts from thofe of the 
nation. u Till now (lays Velly) oar kings devoted the royal domains to the 
"fupport of the majefty of the throne." The ftate was careful to defray the 
expenfes of war; and the nobles and the people joined the monarch in reveng- 
ing the injuries fuftained by the monarchy. Many inconveniences, however, 
arofe from this mode of proceeding ; the vafTals of the crown were led to judge 
of. the propriety of thofe motives which had induced the fovereign to take up 
arms ; and, as they were deftined to bear the chief weight of the war, it may be 
fuppofed they were not always either prompt or juft in their deciflons. Hence 
confufion and delay, fo peculiarly fatal to all hoftile operations, were naturally 
produced: Philip, therefore, to obviate thefe numerous inconveniences, deter- 
mined to keep an army of his own. But as his revenues, though greatly aug- 
mented, were infnfficient to fupport the enormous expenfe of this new regula- 
tion, he not only increafed the taxes, but accepted of a confiderable fum offered 
him by the Jews, on condition of revoking the fentence of banifhment that had 
been pronounced againft themt. 

The univerfity of Paris, which was founded under the reign of Lewis the 
Young, received its firft ftatutes during that of Philip Auguftus. It had profcf- 
fors of the civil and canon law, of philofophy, phyftc, and theology. It was 
greatly frequented from the numerous privileges it enjoyed ; among which were, 
the right of fending deputies to the national and other councils, an exemption 
from all national impofts ; and the liberty of having all the caufes, in which it 



was concerned, tried by the provoft of Paris, who afFumed the title of Confer- 
vator of the Royal Privileges of the Univerfityt. The re&or had the power of 

licenfing preachers, as well as that of fupprciling them, whenever he had any 
grounds of complaint: he figned all treaties, and other public acts. 



' Abreg. deMezerai, fuit. du com. i. p. 603. + Rtgord, p. 42 ; Guill. Armor, p. 79. i Laun Ord, 
des Roisj t. i, p. 2$, 
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The ftyle of compofition, in the twelfth century, particularly in religious 
writings, was turgid and uncouth ; inflated by a redundancy of myftic expref- 
fions, refined metaphors, and ridiculous allegories — of this, the following ex- 
trails from the celebrated fermons of Saint Bernard, afford a curious fpecimen : 

tc Flos utique Alius virginis Flos campi, non horti, campus 

enim fine omni humano floret adn>iniculo, non feminatus ab aliquo, non dc-» 
folfus farculo. . . . Sic omnino, fie virginis alvus floruit, fic inviclata, 
integra, et cafta Marias vifcera, tanquam pafcua ceterni viroris florem protulere 



U 

LC 



cujas gloria in perpetuum non marcefcat." 



cc 



S. Bern. Serm.ii. in Adv.. Dom.Edit. D. Mabill.tom. /. p. 728, 729, 

c< Pluvia namque voluntaria quam fegregavit deus hsereditati fu:e, placide 
prius et abfque ftrepitu operationis humane, fuo fe quietiflimo illaplii virgi- 
c< neum demifit in uterum : poftmodum vero ubique terrarum diffufa eft per 
u oraprasdicatorum." Id. Ib. horn. ii. Juper mijjks eft, p. 745, 

u Ex Deo et homine cataplafme confe&um eft, quod fanaret omnes infirxni- 

u tates tuas. Contufcas funt autem et commixtas has duce lpecies in utero virgi- 

u nis, t am quam in mortariolo; Sanfto Spiritu, tamquam piftillo, illas fuavitur 

" commifcente." Id. Ib. Semi, tiu in vigil Nativ.p* 771. 

The Provencal poets were juftly celebrated at this period in moft of the coun- 
tries of Europe ; they were called Troubadours, or Finders, from, the fertility 
of their invention ; and were, in faft, the fathers of modern poetry. No 
bards ever received greater encouragement or protection : they were invited to 
the courts of the greateft princes, where they were equally re(pefted by the 
brave and the fair, as they celebrated the achievements of the one, and the 
charms of the other. So flattering was the applaufe they attracted, that fevc- 
ral crowned heads devoted their leifure hours to the mufes, became Trouba- 
dours, and compofed poems in the Frovencal language, which was then th® 
moft perfect of all the European languages. 

Some idea may be formed of the manners of the age, from the oppofition ex- 
perienced by Eudes de Sully, in his attempt to abolifh a ridiculous and impious 
ceremony, which had been hitherto tolerated, not only in the church of Paris, 
but in feveral other cathedrals in the kingdom. In the capital it was called, 
" The Fools' Feftival"— in other places, " The Feftival of the Innocents 
The priefts and clerks aflembled, elefted a pope, an archbifhop, or bifhop, 
whom they conduced in great pomp to the church, where they appeared array- 
ed in different whimftcal drefles, reprefenting women, animals, or buffoons, 
and dancing andfmgingobfcene fongs ; they converted the altar into a fideboard, 
where, during the celebration of mafs, they eat and drank, played at dice. 



* » 



burnt their old fandals inftead of incenfe, and ran and jumped about, exhibi- 
ting a variety of indecent poftures. Eudes, (hocked at the impious cuftoni 3 

* Du Cange GloflT. vcrbo Kalends. 
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publifhed an ordinance, by which he prohibited the folemnization of this feili- 
val, under pain of excommunication. It was accordingly fufpended for a time 
but it was afterwards revived, and continued to be obicrved till the middle of 
the fifteenth century. 

There was another feftival in vogue at this time, called u The afTes' Fefti- 
val:" it was thus celebrated at Beauvais — the inhabitants feledledthe moft beau- 
tiful young girl in the town, whom they placed, with a pretty child in her 
arms, on an afs richly caparifbned*. Thus equipped, and followed by the bi- 
fiiop and the clergy, fhe went in proceffion from the cathedral to theparhh-church 
of Saint Stephen, where, as foon as (he had entered the fanftuary, and placed 
herielf near the altar, the mafs began. The introit, the kyrie, the gloria, the 
credo, and all thofe parts of the fer vice which are fun g, were terminated by 
the exclamation of hinham , hinham — words, which, when pronounced in French, 
referable the braying of an afs. The pro/?, half Latin and half French, ex- 
plained the excellent qualities of that animal. Each ftrophe. concluded with 

this kind invitation — Sing, good Mr. Afs ; open your beauteous mouth ; you 
cc fliall have plenty of hay, and oats to fow I" They then, on their knees, 
exhorted the animal to forget his accuftomed food, in order to repeat inceffant- 

ly, Amen, Amen! The prieft inftead of Ha miflh, eft, repeated three times, 
hinham, hinham, hinham! which was re-echoed by the people ♦ 

There is a ftatute enacted by the fame Eudes de Sully, who abolifhed u The 
" Fool's Feftival/' ftill extant, by which ecclefiaftics are forbidden not only to 
play at chefs, but even to have a chefs-board in their houfes ; probably becaule 
they were apt to pay too much attention to the game, and to lofe at it the mo- 
ney which they ought to have given to the poort. In fa£t it is difficult to con- 
ceive any other motive for fuch a prohibition ; fince, of all games of fkill, chefs 
is the game which requires the greateft mental exertion, and is, therefore, 
the moft worthy the attention of a man inclined to meditate and reflect. Some 
authors have gone as far back as the fiege of Troy, to difcover the origin of 
this game. The princefs Anna Comnena, in her Alexiad, afcribes the inven- 
tion of it to the Affyrianst. The Perfians and Chinefe acknowledge that they 
had it from the Indians. The circumftances which gave rife to it are worthy of 
notice. 

At the commencement of the fifth century, there lived in India a young 
prince whofe power was extenfive, but wh©fe pride was inlupportable|j • In 
vain did his minifters feek to inculcate in his mind the falutary -doftrine, that all 
the ftrength and power of a fovereign confift in the love of his fubjefts. Thefe 
fage remonftrances were received with difdain, and thofe who made them con- 
signed to deftrudiion. A Bramin, who was anxious to enforce the fame whole- 

* Du Cange Gloff. verb. Fcftum Afinorum. + Odo. Ep. Par. in Preceptor. Synod, i;o,. 

% Alex* 1. xxii. || Mem. de L'Acad, des Bel. Let. t. v. p. 25a. 
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fome precepts withoutfexpofing himfelf to fimilar danger, invented the game of 
chefs*, in which the king, although the moft important of all the pieces, i 



impotent in attacking, and even in defending himfelf againft his enemies, with- 
out the affiftance of his fubje&s and foldiers. The monarch, "being endowed 
by nature' with a good underftanding, made a proper application of this ufeful 

leffon, and, by an immediate change of conduit, averted the misfortunes with 
which he was threatened. Grateful for the fervice that had been rendered 
him, he fuffered the Bramin to chafe his own reward ; he accordingly required 
as many grains of corn as the fixty-four fquares on the chefs-board would pro- 
duce, by receiving one for the fir ft, and doubling the number at every fquare 
up to the fixty-fourth, inclufive ; his demand, being deemed moderate, was 



immediately granted without any examination : but, when they proceeded to 



calculate the quantity, they found it fb immenfe, that all the treafures of th 
prince would be infnfficient to purchafe, and his dominions, though extenfive, 
to fuppiy itt. The Bramin then embraced the opportunity to reprefent to bis 
fovereign the necelfity that exifted for kings to be conftantly on their guard 
againft thofe by whom they are furrounded, and to convince him how much 
their beft intentions were liable to be abufetl. — This anecdote was foon diftufed 
over the country, and extended to the remoteft regions, whence the game of 
chefs was tranfmitted from India to all parts of the globe. 



LEWIS THE EIGHTH 



SURNAMED THE LION. 



A. D. 1223.3 THE accelfion of Lewis the Eighth, who was now in his 
thirty-feventh year, experienced no kind of oppofition j though his father had 
negle&ed to affociate him to the throne, he had left him in pofleffion of an ar- 
my that was better calculated to eftabliih his authority, than the celebration of 
a vain ceremony. The new monarch was crowned at Rheims by William c!e 
Joinville, archbifliop of that diocefe, and the moft unequivocal proofs of joy 

* Otherwife called « the king's game « Scbak,' in Perfian, and c Schek/ in Arabic, fignify King or 
lord. Hence the term < Check-mate/ from the Perfian * Schakmat,' — < the King is taken/ 

+ On making the calculation it has been found, that, to fuppiy the neceffary quantity of corn, It would 

require 13, 584 towns, each of which ftiould contain 1014 granaries, each granary 174,762 raeafures; and 
jsach meafure 32,768 grains. Mem. de l'Acad. Ibid, 264. 



LEWIS THE EIGHTH. 425 

and fatisfa&ion were exhibited, on the occafion, from one extremity of the king- 
dom to the other. He was no fooner feated on the throne than Henry the" 
Third, of England, demanded, by a folemn embafly, the reiteration of Nor- • 
xnandy, and of the other provinces which had been wrefteel from his father ; 
but Lewis replied, that thofe territories had been formally confifcated by a fen- 
tence of the peers, the validity of which he was prepared to defend ; and, as 
the truce of four years was on the point of expiring, he determined on renew- 
ing the war by an irruption in Poitou. The pope, apprifed of his intentions, 
fought to divert him from his purpofe ; but the king neglefted hisremonflrances^ 
and, being fenfible of his own power, refolved to exert it. 

A. D. 1224, 1225, 1226.] Accordingly, in the enfuing fpring, having 
previoufly ftrengthenedhimfelf by an alliance with Frederic, emperor of Ger- 
many, Hugh de Lufignan, count de la Marche, who had married the queen- 
dowager of England, and feveral other powerful barons, he entered Poitou 
with a numerous army, took the towns of Niort, and Saint Jean d'Andely, 
and, advancing as far as Rochelle, formed the fiege of that city, which he re- 
duced after a vigorous rcfiftance*. Having fubdued all the places which the 
Englifh pbiTefled in Poitou, and received the homage of their inhabitants, he re- 
turned in triumph to Paris. 

The king of England, in the mean time, had levied a confiderable army, 
which he fent to France under the conduA of his brother, prince Richard, on 
whom he had beftowed the title of count of Poitou. The inhabitants of Poi- 
tou, flattered by the prefence of a prince of the blood-royal, crouded to his 
ftapdard ; the fpirit of oppofition was revived ; the career of Lewis was check- 
ed; and that monarch, impatient to engage in anew enterprife, confented to a 
truce for three years. 

Urged by the folicitation of the fovereign pontiff, and flill more by the dic- 
tates of intereft and ambition, Lewis refumedthe crofs, and once more marched 
againft the Albigenfes. The old count of Touloufe was dead, and though* 
previous to his deceafe, he had made every fubmiffton the church could require 
for his imaginary crimes, and had proved himfelf a moll worthy man and a good 
chriftian, yet did the implacable enmity of the fovereign pontiff extend beyond 
the grave, and the rights of fepulture were denied to his body. His fon and 
fucceffor, endued with every quality that could fecure affection, or conciliate 
efteem, was equally fubmiflive, and was treated with equal feverity and inju£ 
tice. Neither his piety could recommend him to the pope, nor his virtues to 
the king; fanaticifm had deluded the one, and, ambition the other; hence they 
were both bent on perfecution, and, from the formidable preparations that were 
made, the deftru&ion of Raymond appeared inevitable. 

* 

* Gefta Lud. viii. Ducli. t. v. p. 
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Previous to his departure from Paris, Lev/is thought fit to accept the offer 
of Amauri de Montfort ; and, in return for the ceffion of the claims which he 
derived from the liberality of the Roman pontiff, Montfort received the pro- 



mife of the poft of conftable, as foon as it fhould become vacant. The kino- 
dire&cd his march along the banks of the Rhone, and inverted Avignon with 
fifty thoufand men. The inhabitants fet his threats at defiance, repelled his 
attacks with the nioffc determined valour, made feveral fuccefsful fallies, in 
which the French were routed with confiderablc fiaughter, and at laft compelled 
Lewis, after tlie lofs of the braveft of his troops, to grant thofe terms of capi- 
tulation which he had at firft refufed. 

After the reduction of Avignon, the king entered Languedoc, and extended 
his devaluations within four leagues of Touloufe ; but, the feafon being too far 
advanced to form the fiege of that important place, which Raymond had been 
careful to provide with every poffible means of refiflance, he refolved to re- 
turn to Paris. With this view he repaired to Clermont in Auvergne, and 
from thence proceeded to Montpenfier, where he was feized with a diforder 
that put an end to his life, in the fourth year of his reign, and the fortieth of 
his age. He was interred at Saint Denis. 

Lewis the Eighth pofTefTed the courage, vigilance, and activity, but not the 
prudence andcircuiufpe&ion, of his father; like Philip, too, he was turbulent 
and ambitious, eager to extend his dominions at the expence of his neighbours, 
and proi^gt^to engage in wars, at the call of intereft, in defiance of juftice. 
He has been called a great prince* ; but, neither the fplendour of his military 
exploits, nor his concern for the welfare and felicity of his fubjedts, gave him 
the fmalleft title to that flattering appellation, which, though many have acquir- 
ed, but few have defer ved. 

Of eleven children which Lewis had by his wife, Blanche of Caftille, fix only 
furvived him j Lewis, Robert, John, Alfonfo, Charles and Ifabella. This laft 
founded the monaflery of Longchamp. By his will, the king bequeathed all 
his dominions to his eldeft fon Lewis, except thofe appanages which he intended 
for his brothers ; to his fecond fon he affigned the county of Artois ; Anjou and 
Maine to his third ; Poitou and Auvergne to his fourth ; the fifth was deftined 
for the churcht . 

Such was the licentioufnefs that prevailed at this period among the troops, 
that one army, about the end of the twelfth century, was attended by fifteen 
hundred concubines, who were all drefled in a moft expenfive manner?. This 
ftyle of drefs frequently caufed them to be miftaken for women of fafhion* 
Queen Blanche, confort to Lewis, having one day received the kifs of peace||, 
at mafs, returned it to a woman who flood near her, whofe appearance befpoke 

* Vdljr, vol. iv. p. 60. t Geft. Ludov. vm. apud Duch. t, v. p. 324, et fcq. $ Memo.irc$ far 

PAnciennc Chevalerie. |J Dw Cange* verb. Ofculum Paris, 
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her a perlbn of rank, but who proved to be a woman of the town. Being after- 
wards informed of this circumftance, flie was fo enraged at her miftake, that 
flic obtained from the king an edift*, prohibiting all courtefans from wearing 
gowns with trains and capes, and gilt belts. But as good regulations were often 
ill-obferved, the edidl was feldom enforced, and things went on in their ufual 
way. The model!: women confoled themfelves for this neglett with the tefti- 
mony of their confcience, and the goodnefs of their reputation, of v/hich they 
were continually boafting, by obferving, that — " Bonne renomm^e vaut mieux 
u que ceinture doree;" — CC A good name is better than a gilt belt." Which 
faying became a proverb that is ftill in ufe. 

The relaxation that obtained in the adminiftration of juftice, was well calcu- 
lated to promote licentiouihefs. It appears from the archieves of the cathedral 
at Beauvais, that a canon of the church had carried off the wife of a citizen, 
who demanded juftice for the injury he thereby fuftained. The crime was no- 
torious; the culprit acknowledged his guilt; and the whole neighbourhood bore 
teftimony of the faft : — the judges, after mature deliberation, decreed, " That 
u the ravifher fliould reftore the woman in & fortnight which was according- 
ly done — thus the canon went unpunifhed, and the citizen unredrefled. 

It was at the commencement of this reign, that pope Honorius the Third 
confirmed the celebrated order of the Minors, the firft mendicants : they were 
diftinguifhed by the appellation of Cordeliers, from the cord which they wore round 
their waiftt. Thele monks refigned all earthly property, and devoted their 
lives to preaching penitence, and to continual mortification and prayer. The 
inftitutor of the order was John Bern ar don, originally of x\ffize in Umbria, who 
was furnamed Francis, becaufe he had learned the French language in a very 
fhort timet. He is reprefented as a man of great fimplicity, almoft uneducated, 
but leading a life of uncommon aufterity, and following, in all things, the pu- 
reft diftates of humanity. To him may be applied, fays Hainault||, what has 
been faid of Zeno, the founder of the fe<ft of ftoics: — he taught how to bear with 
hunger and thirfi ; and he met with dijciples. In fa#, he had foon a numerous. 

train of all ranks and conditions, and of either fex. He divided them into 
three claffes : the firft, doomed to celibacy, affmned the appellation of freres 
minenrs ; the fecond, confiftingof married people, were called freres de la peni- 
tence ; and the third, who were widows, were diftinguilhed, in Italian, by the 
name of povere donne (poor women), and, in French, by that of Clarifies, from 
Saint Claire. 

* Pafq. Rech. de la France, t. i. p. 783. + Vita San&i Franc, per S, Bonav. c. 4. % Chofy, Hift* 

de l'Eglife, torn, vi. p. 301. U Abrege Chronol, de V Hift. dc France, p. 2 14, 
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COMMONLT CALLED SAINT LEWIS. 



A. D. 1226.] QUEEN Blanche was deeply affefted at the death of her 
hufband; but, infteadof wafting her time in deploring his lofs, flie immediately- 
proceeded to adopt thofe vigorous meafures, which were eflential to the wel- 
fare of the ftate, and the fafety of her fon. Lewis, on his death-bed, had ap- 
pointed her to the regency, in the prefence of the archbifhop of Sens, and the 

bifhops of Beauvais and Chartres*, Though a foreigner, with five fons ftill in 
their infancy, ffiehad the courage to venture on an office at all times trouble- 



fome, but peculiarly difficult to fill in a kingdom where women were regarded 



as incapable of holding thereins of government. Her firft care was to fummon 
the nobles to attend the coronation of her fon ; but moft of thefe fa&ious barons, 
far from obeying the citation, excufed themfelves on various pretences, all indi- 
cative of their difpofition to revolt. Some, who were anxious to preferve ap- 
pearances, pleaded the excefsof their grief at the recent lofs they had fuftained, 
which incapacitated them from attending a ceremony that fhould be marked by 
general expreffions of joy ; others, more bold, infifted that, previous to the co- 
ronation, all the vafTalsof the crown ftiould be releafed from confinement; par- 
ticularly the count of Flanders, and the old count of Boulogne! ; forae even 
demanded the reftitution of certain poffeffions, of which they had been unjuftfy 
deprived during the two laft reigns, fince, by the laws of the realm, a previous 
verdift of the peers was indifpenfably requifite to eftablifti the validity of the 
forfeiture. 

But, notwithftan ding this oppofition, the young king was crowned atRheims, 
the archiepifcopal fee of which was then vacant, by the bifhop of SoifTons j and 
all the nobles and prelates who were prefent took the accuftomed oath of allegi- 

m 

. * Thref. des Ch. Layette des Regentes, 4 M.Paris; An. 1226. 
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anceto Lewis as their fovereign, and to Blanche, as the regent of the kingdom, 
during the minority of her fon. The queen's chief minifters and adviferswcre, 
the chancellor Guerin, a man refpeftable from his age, abilities, and virtue, 
but rude in manners, and accuftomedto offer his advice in thefiylc and language 
of reprimand ; and the cardinal de Saint Ange, the pope's legate in France, a 
prelate, who, to the natural advantage of a good perfon, united the molt en- 
gaging addrefs,-and manners the moft infinuating. The regent herfelf is faid 

to have been a woman of extraordinary acconipiifhments, both mental and per- 
fonal ; of a fpirit undaunted ; in beauty unrivalled. 

It was not long before her fkill and refolution were called forth into 
a&ion. The counts of Champagne, Brittany, and laMarche, had, during the 
late reign, entered into a fecret league, againfl all men living and to cct;:e ; the 
treaty is ftill extant*. Thefe were the three firft noblemen in the kingdom 
the count of Brittany was a prince of the blood ; the count of Champagne was 
defcendeci from a daughter of Lewis the Young ; and the count de la Marche 
was father-in-law to Henry of England. At this critical conjuncture they re- 
newed the late treat)', and bound themfelv^:- by an oatlx, to obey no orders that 
fhould come from the king, dire&ly or indirettly, during his minority. Their 
influence was fo great that numbers, who had no fubjett of complaint, were 
induced to efpoufe their caufe. The king of England, anxious to recover Nor- 
mandy, and the other provinces which had been wrefted from his father, pro- 
mifed them a powerful fuccour ; and, had he kept his word, and profited by 
the confufion that now prevailed throughout the kingdom, there can be little 
doubt but he would have accomplifhed his purpofe j but weak, indolent, and 
irrefolute, Henry was not defigned by nature either for conqueft or command. 

Before the confederates openly difplayed the banners of revolt, they renewed 
ther demand for the reflitution of thole eftates, which, they pretended, had 
been ttfurped during the two preceding reigns ; a demand which it was impoffi- 
ble for the queen to comply with, both becaufe fuch compliance exceeded the 
power of a regent, and becaufe apart of the lands in queftion had been fince 
alienated from the crown. Yet her refufal was deemed a fufficient motive for 
the commencement of hoftilities. The count of Brittany began by fortifying 
two places, the command of whichhad been conferredon him by the latekingf* ; 
viz. Bellefme in the Perche, and Saint James de Beuvron in Normandy; while 
Richard, brother to the Englifh monarch, paffed the Garonne, ravaged the ad- 
joining country, and betrayed a difpofition to infult Rochelle. 

Blanche, in the mean time, fought to ftrengthen her power by fecuring the 
affe&ions of the people ; and fhe difcributed her favoursand rewards in fo judi- 
cious a manner, as to infure attachment without exciting envy. Philip, count of 

Boulogne, uncle to the young monarch, was the nobleman whofe enmity or friend- 

Chant. Aft. 169) 170. t Gefta Lud. ix. apud.Duch. U v. p. 327. 
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fhip was of the greateft confequcnce to her ; flie accordingly (pared no pains to 



engage him in her intereft ; with this viev/ fhc reflored Mortain and Lifiebonne, 
which the late king had detached from the appanage of Philip; and alio ceded 
to him the fovereignty of the county of Saint-Pol, as a fief of the county of 
Boulogne. Ferrand, count of Flanders, notwithftanding the felicitations of the 
Roman pontiff, flill remained a captive in the Louvre ; as his wife, who had 
no affection for him, pleaded inability to pay his ranfom. It is faid that their 
hatred arofe from play, at which they inceflantly quarrelled ; the count being 
enraged at the idea of being beaten by his wife at chefs, and the countefs refil- 
ling to indulge him by fuffering him to win*.' Their animofity was even car- 
ried to fuch a length, that the countefs was on the point of procuring a divorce, 
in order to marry the count of Brittany : to prevent this alliance was an objeft 
of importance to the French king, fince it would have greatly augmented the 
domains of one of his moft feditious vafTals, and would have afforded that vafTal 
a fair opportunity for gratifying his ambition, and for difturbing the repofe of 
his liege-lord. That confideration had determined Lewis the Eighth to facili- 
tate the releafe of Ferrand, which was to have taken place at Chriftmas, in the 
prefent year. The regent, in order to attach the count more firmly to her in- 
tereft, prudently refolved to grant him terms more favourable than thofe which 
had been prefcribed by her hufband. By the firft treaty, he was to have paid 
fifty thoufand livres, at two different payments, and to have given Douai, Lille, 
£nd PEclufe as a furety ; whereas now but half that (um was exa&edfrom him, 
on condition that he fhould leave the young king in pofleflion of the citadel of 
Douai for ten years. This indulgence was repaid by Ferrand with perfevering 
fidelity; and, though he had frequent opportunities of repairing the loffes he 
had fuftained, he regularly perfifted in iacrificing intereft at the flirine of gra- 
titude. 

A. D. 1227.] After thefe fuccefsful negociations Blanche collected her 
troops-; and, accompanied by her fon, by the pope's legate, and the counts of 
Boulogne and Dreux, advanced as far as the Quarry of Courcett. There the 
count of Champagne, who had openly profefled himfelf the queen's admirer, 
aftonifhed at her progrefs in the depth of a fevere winter, threw himfelf at her 
feet, and implored her mercy. Lewis, at the inftigation of his mother, received 
with kindnefs his repentant vaffal, and this happy commencement infpired him 
with the moft fanguine hopes of a fpeedy and fuccefsful termination to the re- 
volt. Nor was he difappointed in his expectation, for the counts of Brittany 
*ind la March?, finding themfelves more vigoroufly oppofed than they had rea- 
fon to expeft, gave him the meeting at Vendome, and accepted the terms of 

accommodation which he had prppofbd to them. 

* Chios, de Fland* + Gcft. Lud, ix. Duch, u v, p. 327, 
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A treaty was accordingly concluded, by which it was fettled that prince John, 
brother to Lewis, to whom his father had bequeathed the counties of Anjou and 
Maine*, fhould marry the daughter of the count of Brittany; that, during the 
minority of the prince — who was now only in his eighth or ninth year- — the 
count fhould keep pofledion of the towns of Angers, Beauge, Beafifort, and 
Mans; that he fliould give his daughter, as a dower, Bellefme, Saint-James dc 
Beuvron, Chantoceaux on the Loire, Brie-Comte-Robert, and fome other places, 
which, neverthelefs, he fliould be differed to retain during his life ; that the 
princefs fliould, within a few days, be delivered into the hands of the count of 
Boulogne, and the conftable Montmorenci ; and, Anally, that the count of Brit- 
tany fliould form no alliance with the king of England, or the duke of Guienne* 
As for the count de la Marche, he not only promifed to hold no farther corre- 
Ipondence with the enemies of the crownt,to reftore all the lands and pofleflions 
he had ufurped, and to repair all the injuries he had committed ; but he even 
ceded to the young king all the grants which he had obtained during the late 
reign, together with his pretentions to Guienne, in right of his wife, who was 
widow to John of England. t In return for thefe conceffions Lewis afligned. 
Him, during the term of ten years, apenfion of ten thoufand five hundred livres ; 
allowed him to f cleft, from among the friends and allies of France, fuch guardians 
as he fliould chufefor his children ; engaged to conclude neither peace nor truce 
with England,, without his approbation ; and confented to ftrengthen this alli- 
ance between them by a double marriage — that of Alfonfb, the king's brother, 
with Ifabella de la Marche, and that of Hugh de la Marche, with Ifabella of 
France ; but neither of thefe marriages took place. The two counts did ho- 
mage, and delivered hoftages to Lewis, while Matthew de Montmorenci, con- 
itableof France, fwore, by the king's Jbul^ to obferve the treat)'. 

A. D. 1229.3 But the national tranquillity, which thus appeared to be 
eftabliflied on a folid foundation, was Ipeedily interrupted by the intrigues of 
the count of Boulogne, the king's uncle, who afpired to the regency ; and, as 
he was generally and defervedly beloved, his party foon became formidable. 
A plan was laid for feizing the king's perfon : butThibaud, count of Champagne, 
again betrayed the defigns of the conlpirators to Blanche ; and the failure of 
their project only ferved to convince them how much their fovereign was be- 
loved by his fubje&s. In revenge for the treachery of Thibaud, they aflembled 
all the troops they could collect, and, entering his territories, laid wafte the 
country with fire and fword. The count, unable to impede their progrefs, had 
recourfeto the king for protedion; and Lewis, after ordering the rebels to lay 
down their arms, puthimlelf at the head of a powerful army, and marched to 
his relief. Under the walls of Troyes he was joined by Thibaud, and Matthew 

* Thref. des Ch. Laette de Bretagne. t lb. regift. 22. and 26. % Receuil des Rangs its Grand* 
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the Second, duke of Lorraine ; when the regent again ordered the rebels to 

quit Champagne, promifing to do them juftice if they had any reafonable grounds 
of complaint*. But the haughty barons returned an info lent anfwer, importing 
that they had taken up arms to do themfelves juftice, and not to afk it at the 
hands of a woman, who openly protected the aflaffin of her imibandt. 

This boldnefs, however, was only affumed for the purpofe of concealing the 
weaknefs of their caufe ; on the king's approach the confederated nobles retired 
Into the county of Nevers, and fhewed no difpofition to come to a decifive en- 
gagement. The queen feized the moment of fuccefs to negociate with the count 
of Boulogne ; fhe convinced him that his real intereft was, to maintain the au- 
thority of the king, his nephew ; fhe unfolded the fecret defigns of the confede- 
rates ; and plainly proved, that, while they flattered his ambition with the prof- 
peft of royalty, their inclinations were unanimoufly directed towards Enguer- 
rand de Coucit, a nobleman confpicuous above his contemporaries for his vir- 
tues and abilities. Induced by thefe confiderations, Philip confented to ex-, 
change his vifionary hopes of a crown, forthefolid emoluments of apenfion. 

The objed which next engaged the attention of the regent, was the ftate of 
affairs in Languedoc, where Raymond, count of Touloufe, profiting by the death 
of Lewis the Eighth, had made a confiderable progrefs in the recovery of his 
paternal dominions. Beaujeu, the king's general, after taking the towns of 
Becede, Cabaret, Grave, and Montech, mafia cred all the inhabitants in the moft 
cruel and inhuman manner|| . But Raymond, having defeated him three times in 
the courfe of one campaign, retaliated his barbarity, and taught him, by the 
only means that could affe£t a mind diftorted byfanaticifm, to refpeft the f acred 
rights of humanity. 

The fuccefs of the count of Touloufe revived the zeal of the pope, who ear- 
neftly preffed§ the young king and his mother to arm in the caufe of religion, 
whole rights he pretended to enforce by rapine and murder. The bifhops of 
the province accordingly afTembled atNarbonne ; and, after ordaining that the 
Jews fliould be diftinguifhed by the figure of a wheel, fix inches in circumfer- 
ence, placed on a confpicuous part of their drefs^f, they enacted that every Sun- 
day, and on every feftival, the fentence of excommunication againft Raymond 
frnd all his adherents fhould be publicly read in the churches — a pitiful refourcc 
againft the attempts of a youthful hero, who maintained his rights with glory 
and fuccefs. There were fome other canons pafTed at this council, worthy of 
notice, By the fifth it is decreed, that no will fhall be valid, unlefs anecclefiaf- 
cic be prefent when it is made, in order to afcertain the religious faith of the 

* Chr. FI. p. 49. 

+ They had propagated a report that the count of Champagne, who had withdrawn his forces from the 
fiege tff Avignon, had poifoned the late king. 

t L' Mon. Hift. de Couci, L Hi, || M. Paris ; An. 1 228. § MSS. Colb. p. 266^ S Cone, 
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teftator ; by the thirteenth, the eftablifhment of new tolls is forbidden ; the 
fourteenth regulates thejnftitution of inquifitors in every parifti, and the fifteenth 
and the fixteenth, by declaring all perfbns convicted or even Jiifpeded of herefy 
incapable of holding any office, make a direct attack both on the rights of , the 
fovereign, and on thofe of the fubjett. 

By the exhortations of the pope, and the remonftrances of his legate, the re- 
gent was induced to fend a frefh fupply of troops into Languedoc. The war 
was then renewed with additional vigour, and was conduced by Beaujeu in a 
manner truly worthy of the caufe in which he had embarked. Every morning 
(fays a contemporary writer)*, at dawn of day, the troops attended mafs, 
and prayed moll devoutly j they then partook of a flight repaft ; and, after 
pofiing guards in different parts of the town to keep the inhabitants in awe, 
three feparate detachments were fent to fcour the country, — the firft were arm- 
ed with pick-axes, for the purpofe of dernolifhing the houfes ; the fecond with 
ipades, for digging up the vines in the vineyards ; and the third with fcythes, 
for mowing down the green corn, and every thing elfe that they met with in 
the fields. This fyfteni of definition was regularly pnrfued in the environs of 
Touloufe for three months. 

The count of Touloufe, finding his fubje<5te in the utmoft confirmation, and 
aim oft driven to defpair, by the lofFes they had fuftained through this barbarous 
mode of waging war, was at length compelled to lifien to the overtures of 
peace that were made him by the cardinal de Saint *\nge. The terms impofed 
on him were oppreflive; but, abandoned by his fubje&s, he was obliged to fub- 
init, and to pur chafe an exemption from ecclefiaftical tyranny and perfecution, 
by the ceftion of his hereditary dominions to the king of France, and by the 
payment of a confiderable fum of money to different churches and monafteries. 
The motives which fuperinduced the commencement of this war, and infiuen-: 
cecl its continuance, were rather founded, fays Vellyt, on a defire to defpoil 
the count of Touloufe of his dominions, than from any wifli to put his ortho- 
doxy to the proof. In vain did that unfortunate prince repeatedly fue for peace 
to the church, and offer to pay an implicit fubmiffion to the orders of the Roman 
pontiff ; fo long as he perfifted in his refolution to maintain his juft pretenfions. 
to the patrimony of his anceltors, he was deemed an incorrigible heretic, and 
an objeft of excommunication : but, no fooner did he confent to refign a great 
part of his dominions, than he became a good catholic ; his fentiments were 
declared to be orthodox; and not the fmalleft abjuration of his errors was re- 
quired! So dreadful was the infatuation, under which men laboured at this dif- 
graceful period, when the practice of chriftianity was, by defigning priefts, and 
interefted monarchs, made to confift in a violation of its precepts 1 
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againft the Albigenfes, after a cruel and fan- 



Thus 



guinary war of twenty years, during which all the malice of perfonal hatred 
and the mad rage, of ambition andfanaticifm, were, to the difgrace of humani- 
ty, alternately difplayed. By this treaty of peace, which was figned at Pari., 
Lewis acquired all that extent of territory which had belonged to the counts of 
Touloufe, beyond v the Rhone* ; comprehending: the duchy of Narbonne Hi* 



counties of Narbonne, Beziers, Agde, Maguelonne ( 



Ufez, and Viviers ; a part of the Touloufai 
geois, comprehending, exclufive of the diocefe of Cafcres, that part of the 
archbifhopric of Albi, which lies to the left of the Tarn ; and, laftly, the vifcomi- 
ty of Grezes, with all the pretenfions of Raymond to the ancient counties of 
Velai, Gevaudan, and Lodeve. The domains thus ceded, are fuppofed to have 
produced an annual revenue of fix thoufand livres Tournois, which was a very 
confiderable fum in thofe days. They were all annexed to the crown, and 
placed under the authority of two royal fenefchals, one of whom refkled at 
Beaucaire, and the other at CarcafTonne. The firft had the command of the 
diocefes of Maguelonne (now Montpelier), Nifmes, Ufez, Viviers, Mende, and 
Puy, with that part of thofe of Aries and Avignon, which is fituated beyond 
the Rhone: the jurifdiftion of thefecond extended over the diocefes of Carcaf- 
fonne, Beziers, Lodeve, Agde, Narbonne, a part of the Albigeois to the left 
of the Tarn, and a part of the Touloufain. — Thefetwo diftri&s, with the terri- 
tory of Touloufe, which Raymond 
afterwards denominated Languedoc \ 

The count of Touloufe Surrendered five of his caftles to the king's troops, 
as a furety for his compliance with the terms of the treaty ; and his daughter 
Jane was, according to agreement, immediately affianced to Alfonfo, the bro- 
ther of Lewis. Raymond remained fome time at the court of Paris, where 
he acquired the efteem and friendfhip of the king, who fent him back to his own 
dominions loaded with honours and prefents. 

During thefe negociations a council was holden at Touloufe, by which the 
formidable tribunal of the inquifition was eftablifhed on a permanent bafist ; 
the biflhops were ordered to appoint one ecclefiaflic and two or three laymen in 
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from 



fubterraneous pafTages in which they might take refuge ; threatening the inferi- 
or magiftrates with the moft fevere punifhments, in cafe of a refufal to enforce 
thefe tyrannical mandates)] ; and confifcating the pofTeflions of fuch noblemen y 
as fhould permit thefe unfortunate objefts of perfecution to fix their refidence 
within their domains. All heretics, who fhould become voluntary converts, 

f De Vaifiette, Hift. de Languedcc, torn. Hi. p. 375. + Cone. torn. xi. p. 727 et feq.. % Can, r, 2, 3% 
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were prohibited from refiding in fufpe&ed places j and ordered to inhabit only 
catholic towns ; they were to wear two croiles, one on either fide of their bo- 
fom, of a colour different from that of their clothes ; and they could not hold 
any public office, without a particular difpenfation from the pope or his legate. 
Such heretics as fear alone had induced to profefs the true faith, were condem- 
ned to perpetual imprifonment, to be fupported by thofe who fhould profit by 
the confifcation of their effedls. Every perfon, who had attained the age of 
maturity*, was bound to promife aftrift adherence to the catholic faith, and to 
fwear that he would inform againft heretics ; which oath was to be renewed 
every two years. Every layman was forbidden to keep either the Bible orTe£ 
tament in his houfet, and was only permitted to have the Pfalter, the Breviary 
or the Book of Prayers, in Latin, but not in the vulgar tongue : — this is the firffc 
inftance of a fimilar prohibition in the eccleliaftical hiflory ; the abbe Velly 
afcribest it to a defire of preventing heretics from making an improper ufe of 
the fcriptures ; itwwould certainly have been more candid to impute it to the 
true caufe, awifh to keep the laity in a ftate of ignorance on all religious mat- 
ters, in order to extend the influence, and to encreafe the emoluments, of the 
clergy. By the thirty-eighth canon it was forbidden to conftruft any new for- 
treffes, to rebuild fuch as had been demolifhed, and to ere£t any new tolls 5 all 
barons, knights, citizens, and peafants, were likewife prohibited from entering 
into any league or combination, except againft the enemies of the church ; it was 
laftly ordained, that juftice fhould.ybe adminiftered gratis, and that the judges 
ihould publifh thefe ftatutes four times a year. 
Lewis, about the fame time, publifhed an ordonnance, which tended to fanc- 

: It enacts, 

that the churches of the province of Languedoc fhall enjoy all the privileges, 
immunities, and liberties of the Gallican church ; that fuch as are convifted of 
herefy fhall be puniihed without delay, according to their deferts ; that whoe- 
ver fhall favour them fhall be holden unworthy to fill any office, incapable of 
fucceeding to any eftate, and fhall likewife forfeit all his property, real and 
perfonal : that the barons and officers of juftice, under pain of confifcation 
and corporal punifhment, fhall exert themfelves to the utmoft, in order to di£ 
cover heretics, that they may be furrendered into the hands of the ecclefiafti- 
cal judge, who fhall chaftife them without refpeft to perfons ; that the effefts of 
thole who. fhall remain a whole year under a fentence of excommunication, fhall 
be feizpd by the officers of the crown, and the culprits fhall not recover them, 
till they have fatisfied the church, and received an exprefs order from the king 
for that purpofe. The king's youth is the only poffible excnfe that can be of- 
fered for this arbitrary edift ; though, as he fuffered it to remain in force during 
thirty years, without any attempt to modify its tyrannical provifions, or to 



tion and encourage thefe fliameful encroachments of the church 
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reprefs its evil efFe&s, his conduct, in this refpeft, certainly merits reproba- 
tion. 

A. D. 1230.3 While the policy of the regent was highly commended for 
the extenfion of territory which had been acquired by the treaty with Ray- 
mond, the count of Brittany once more erefted the ftandard of revolt, and en- 
gaged Henry of England to elpoufe his caufe: that monarch accordingly em- 
jbarked at Portsmouth, with his army, on the laft day of April, and arrived 
fafe at Saint Malo, where he was received by his ally, w T ho furrendered feve- 
ral places of ftrength into his hands j and a great number of the nobility did 
homage to him as their fovereign. 

Lewis, apprifed of their intentions, had already taken Angiers, in the vicinity 
of which his army was polled, to obferve the motions of the Englifli, and to 
oppofe their entrance into Poitou 5 but, feeing that Henry remained at Nantes, 
in a ftate of ina&ivity, he advanced towards Amiens, which he inverted and 
took, together with feveral places in the vicinity of Henry's*quarters, without 

having experienced the fmalleft interruption from that prince, who, far from 
making thofe exertions which were necelTary to infure fuccefs to* his undertak- 
ing, devoted his whole time to feftivity and pleafure. 

Lewis, however, being compelled to draw his troops from Anjou to reprefs 
an infurreftion of the nobles, who, in the hope of being fuftained by Henry, 
had embraced the opportunity afforded them by the abfence of their monarch, 
to excite frefh commotions. The king of England, had he pofTeffed fkill and fpi- 
rit fuflicient to avail himfelf of the favourable conjuncture, might, probably, 
have been able to recover the dominions which his predecelTors had loft. The 
French forces were all employed in another quarter ; and the Normans were ear- 
neft in their felicitations to him, to go and take poffeffion of their country: 
but, inftead of complying with their requeffc, he marched into Poitou, and re- 
duced the Tmall town of Mirebeau ; then repaired to Guienne to receive the 
homage of the Gafcon barons 5 and, laftly, returned to Brittany, where he re- 
lapfed into his former indolence, and fuffered Lewis to complete, without in- 
terruption, the pacification of his kingdom. He foon after left the continent, 
and, by the advice of his minifters, was induced to fubferibe a truce for three 
years ; in which the count of Brittany was included. 

The king profited by this interval of tranquillity to fortify his frontiers, and 
to renew the ancient treaties of alliance with the emperor and his fon. He alfo 
publiftied a fevere ordonnance againft the Jews, who were alternately banifliecl 
arid recalled, in order to gratify the rapacity of the fovereign. It appears by 
various edifts, that the efFe&s of all Jews who were fettled in the kingdom*, 
belonged to the barons within whofe domains they had fixed their refidence. 
They were forbidden by the law to change their abode without the permifftan 

* Laur, Ordon. des Rois de Fr. t. i. p. 1 6. ■ r 
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of their lord, who was empowered to follow and claim them, as fugitive flaves, 
even in the royal domains. It even appears that this unfortunate people were 
regarded as an objeft of traffic- ; they were transferred, with the land, from 
one proprietor to another, and were fometimes fold feparately, in the fame man- 
ner as negroes are now fold in the Weft-India iflands ; their value being efti- 
mated according to their talents and iriduftry. The fpirit of perfecution was 
carried ftill farther ; for if a Jew became a convert to chriftianity, the whole of 
his property was confifcated to the kingt : thus the abjuration of error was, by 
a ftrange and impious inconfiftency of oppreflion, made to incur as fevere a pu- 
nifhment as could be inflifted for the commiflion of a crime ! 

Even Lewis, whofe piety procured him the appellation of Saint^ could fb far t 
miftake or pervert the precepts and the fpirit of chriftianity as not only to fane- 
tion and confirm, but even to extend thefe oppreflive laws. * He compelled the 
Jews to wear feme diftinguifliingmark; and if they appeared in public without 
it, they were fined ten livres, and their garment was forfeited to the informer. 
The chriftians were forbidden to have any commerce with them ; they could 
not take a Jew into their fervice, nor rent a farm of him, nor employ him as a 
phyflcian or furgeon, nor take his child to nurle. When a Jew appeared in evi- 
dence againft a chriftiant, he was compelled to fwear by the te?t names of Gpd, 
and his oath was accompanied by a thoufand imprecations on his own head, if ' 
he deviated from the truth- The perfon, too, who adminiftered the oath, thus 
a'ddrefled him: — u May the Lord God fend you a continual fever, or ague, if 
u you are guilty of perjury; may he deftroy you in his anger ; you, and your 
a family, and your effe&s : may your enemies feize your pofTeifions, and ravifli 
a your wife : may the fword, and death, fear and inquietude purfue you on all 
cc fides: may the earth fwallow you up like Dathan and Abiron : may all the 
" fins of your parents, and all the maledictions contained in the law of Mbfes, 
c< fall on your head I" To this chriftian-like invocation thefe miferable obje&s 
of public execration were compelled to anfwer three times — So be it. A chris- 
tian, convifted of a criminal connexion with a female Jew, was burned alive: a 
contemporary author juftifies the feverity of this punifhment, by afTerting, that 
the commiflion of fuch an ad with a Jew, is a crime equal to that of beftiality |j ! 

A. D. 1 23 1 to 1233.] Lewis was more worthily employed in checking the 
arrogant prefumption of his prelates, who, on the fmalleft fubjeft of difcontent, 
afTumed the right of laying their diocefes under an interdict. In order to remedy 
the inconveniences arifing fromfo flagrant an abufe of authority, the king feiz- 
ed their tempoi^alities ; which mode of proceeding, in a few years, produced 
the defired effeft. Having attained his nineteenth year, he was perfuaded by 
His mother, to beftow his hand on Margaret, the eldeft daughter of Raymond 

* Laur. Ordon. des Rois de Fr. t. i. p. 48, + Du Cangc, Gloff. verbo Judiei, J Id. ib. t. v. 

P- 47 l * || Velly, t, iii. p, 157. 



438 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



^37' 



Berenger, count of Provence, a princefs of extraordinary beauty and rare a<> 
complifhments, though fhe had not yet completed her fourteenth year. The 
nuptials were celebrated with great magnificence at Sens, where the young queen 
was crowned a few days after the marriage. The three lifters of Margaret were 
married foon after; Eleanor, to Henry the Third of England; Sancia, to prince 
Richard, brother to that monarch ; and Beatrice, to Charles, brother to Lewis* 
who fucceeded to the title of count of Provence, in right of his wife, and by his 
own valour and conduit became king of Sicily. 

A. D. 1234, 1235.] The truce with England being nearly expired, Lewis 
deemed it necelTary to make the moft formidable preparations for renewing the 
Var. Determined to chaftife the count of Brittany, who had already commen- 
ced hoftilities, he marched into his territories at the head of a powerful army ; 
and though his vanguard was attacked and defeated by the count, he advanced 
into the interior parts of the country, and committed the moil: dreadful devafta- 

tions; his turbulent vafTal, alarmed at the rapidity of his progrefs, demanded a 

truce till November, when he engaged, if the king of England did not in the 
interim come in perfon to aflift him, to furrender Brittany into the hands of the 
king. This propofal, being accompanied by a conflderabie fum of money, was 
accepted ; and Henry not having appeared within the apppointed time, the count, 
at the expiration of the truce, fulfilled his engagement. He repaired to Paris, 
did homage to Lewis, renounced all the advantages which had been accorded 

him by the treaty of Vendome; furrendered to the king, for the term of three 

years, the caftles of Saint Aubin, Chantoceaux, and Marceuil* ; promifed, as 
loon as his fbn fhould come of age, to ferve five years in Paleftine, at his own 
expenfe ; arid, laftly, bound himfelf to re-eftablifh the nobles of Brittany in all 
their ancient rights, privileges and immunities, 

The fubmiflion of the count of Brittanny, and the vigorous conduft which 
had produced it, kept the other great vafials of the crown in awe. In order to 
reduce their power within proper bounds, Lewis adopted a regulation, which 

precluded the nobles from marrying their daughters to foreigners, and retrain- 
ed them from increafing their influence by connections and alliances with the 
neighbouring powers. \ 

A. D f 1236, 1237.] The king having now attained his one and twentieth 
year, took the reins of government into his own hands ; but though Blanche 
ceafed to bear the title of regent, Iheftill maintained her former afcendancy; 
and by her acute penetration and prudent counfels, greatly aflifted her Ion in 
fupporting with dignity and eafe the burden of royalty. Thibaud, count of 

Champagne, having fucceeded to the crown of Navarre, had promifed not to 
marry his only daughter, Blanche, without the king's confent ; but faithlefs to 

his oaths, he fecretly married her to John deDreux, fon to the count of Britta* 

? Duch» t. v. p, 60 2, 
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ny, giving her the county of Perche as a dower, and fettling on her the king- 
dom of Navarre, to the exclufion of any children he might afterwards have*. 
Lewis was no fooner apprifed of this alliance, than he fent to demand the three 
places which Thibaud had promifed to furrender, in cafe he broke the engage- 
ment he had contracted j but the king of Navarre, inftead of complying with 
thefummons, entered into a league with the counts of Brittany and la Marche* 
prepared to refift by arms the attempts of Lewis, fortified his towns, aflembled 
his troops, and endeavoured to engage the pope in his intereft. As a new cru- 
fade had been recently publifhed, and Thibaud had alfumed the crofs, the fove- 
reign pontiff, Gregory the Ninth, did nothefitate in efpoufing his caufe. With 
that view he wrote a peremptory letter to the French monarch, commanding 
him to defiftfrom all hoftilities againft a prince who, being aboutto repair to the 
Holy Land, was placed under the immediate prote&ion of the apoftolicfee. But 

Lewis, defpifmg the threats of Gregory, colle&ecl his army, and was on the 
point of making an incurfion into Brie and Champagne, when Thibaud, alarm- 
ed at the vigour of his preparations, fuddenly changed the martial tones of war, 
for the humble language of fupplication. Lewis granted him the peace he fo 
earneftly folicited, on condition that he fhould deliver up the towns of Bray- 
upon-Seine and Montereau-Faut-Yonne, till fuch time as he fhould have fulfilled 
the promife he now made to repair to Paleftine with all convenient expedition, 
and not to appear again in France till the expiration of feven years. 

Languedoc was flill in a ftate of confufion ; though the inquifition had 
been eftabliflied three years in that devoted province, it had not over- 
come the numerous obftacles which reafon and juftice oppofed to it. The 
confuls of Touloufe ftarted many obje&ions to the proceedings of the inquifi- 
tors, and Raymond infifted on their obfervance of certain formst. This was 
fufficient to excite the clamours of the devotees, and to draw down the vengeance 
of the church upon his head. He was accufed of affording protection to here- 
tics ; and the ecclefiaftical thunders were accordingly launched againft him. 
The prince, juftly incenfed at the infolence of the priefts, forbade his ftibje&s 
to appear before the inquifitors : war was thus declared, and the clergy and 
monks of Touloufe were the firft to feel its effects ; they were compelled to 
leave the city ; and the Jacobins in particular, as the heads of the inquifition, 
were properly expelled with every mark of ignominy!. The new tribunal was 
not better received at Narbonne. The archbifihop of that diocefe, having in- 
fiituted a procefs againft fome people who were fufpe&ed of herefy, the inha- 
bitants of the Lower Town flew to arms, broke open the houfe of the Freres 
Precheurs y feized the regifters of the inquifition, and tore them in pieces: thefe 
proceedings gave rife to a civil war; which, however, was fpeedily fupprefled 



* Reg, des Chartres de Champ. + Gufl. de Pod. c. 41, apud. Duch. t. viii. p. 694. 
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by the authority of the king, who ordered both parties to prefer their com- 
plaints, and feek for redrefs, by application to his fenefchal, at CarcafTone. 

But Raymond did not experience the fame equity from the court of Rome„ 
whither the news of the commotions at Toulouie had been carried by the arch- 
bifliop of Vienne, who officiated as legate for the pope*. Gregory wrote a 
threatening letter to the count, in which he ordered him to make fuch repara- 
tion for his conduct as his legate (hould.prefcribe ; to compel the confuls to fub- 
mit to the authority of the inquifition; to.afliime the crofs, and repair in the fol- 
lowing fpring to the Holy Land, there to remain five years. The fbvereign 
pontiff wrote to the king at the fame time, defiring he would arm againft the 
heretics, conftrain the count of Touloufe to repair to Paleftine,. and give the 
adminiftration of Languedoc to prince Alfonfo, who was to marry the count' 
daughter. Lewis, however, was in no hafteto comply with the intreaties of an 

infblent and arrogant prieft, who fet both juftice and humanity at defiance: on 

the contrary, he ventured to remonftrate with Gregory on the impropriety of 

his conduct, and at length induced him to revoke the fentence of banifhment, 
which he had pronounced againft Raymond, and to leave the decifion of the 
matter to his own difcretion. — About this time the marriage of Alfonfo, brother 
to Lewis, with Jane, the only daughter of Raymond ; and that of Robert, 
.another of the king's brothers, with Matilda, fifter to the duke of Brabant, 
were celebrated at Paris, with great magnificence. 

A. D. 1239 to 1242.] The tranquillity of the kingdom feemcd now to be 
eftablifhed on a permanent bafis ; and a lapfe of three years occurred without 
any tranfa&ion worthy of hiftorical notice. The fa&ious nobles, baffled in their 
fucceflive enterprifes, had aflumed the crofs, and fignalifcd their iueffe&ual va- 
lour in the plains of Paleftine. The pope, engaged in a difpute with the em- 
peror Frederic, had the audacity to depofe his enemy, and to offer his throne to 
Robert, brother to Lewis ; but the French monarch was too wife to rifle a cer- 
tain good for a precarious advantage, or to acknowledge the right of the Ro- 
man pontiff, to difpofe of crowns at his pleafure. By this prudent coriduft he 
£e cured to his fubjefts the blellings of peace ; which they continued to enjoy 
till the count de la Marche hoifted the ftandard of revolt. 

* 

The county of Poitou had recently been conferred by Lewis on his brother 
Alfonfo ; and, as the count de la Marche held fome confiderable fiefs in this pro- 
vince, he was fnmmoned to do homage to the prince. With this citation he 
reluftantly complied ; and, immediately after, at the inftigation of his wife, 
flew to arms, infulted Alfonfo, and prepared to wage war againft his fbvereign. 
The rebellious vafTal invoked the afliftance of the king of England, who accept* 
tsd his invitation, and repaired to France, the fcene of his former difgrace? 
Lewis, *n the mean time, difplayed his accuftomed vigour: having afTembkd 

* Rafoald. An, 1236, 



f 



1242.] LEWIS THE NINTH. 44 1 

his army, he attacked the ftrong fortrefs of Frontenay, on the confines of Sain- 
tonge and Poitou, which, after a fiege of fifteen days, was taken by affault. He 
next reduced the towns of Villiers, Breic (or Preic), Saint Gel ais 9 andMantac, 
with the caftleof Auterne. Tonnay-Boutonne, Thoron, and Taillebourg > threw 
open their gates at his approach ; at this laft place he fixed his camp, in a mea- 
dow watered by the river Charente, on the oppofite fide of which the Englifh 
army was pofted* The ftream was narrow, but deep, and over it was a finall 
bridge of ftone, which would only admit four men a-breaft, and which was de- 
ended by fome towers in the pofTeffion of the Englifh. This dangerous pafTage 
the king determined to force ; and, after two unfuccefsful attacks, in which he 
was repulfed with confiderable lofs, he at length effected his purpofe*. A battle 
then enfued, in which the enemy was worfted, and the Englifh monarch, quitting 
the field with precipitation, fled to Saintes ; thither he was followed by the conque- 
ror ; and, before the walls of that city, a more bloody and more decifive engage- 
ment took place. The conflift was long fuftained between the rival monarchs 
with equal fury, and with equal fuccefs ; the French were anxious to maintain the 
glory they had acquired on the preceding day, and the Englifh were equally foli- 
citous to elface the difgrace they had then fuftained ; great courage and refolution 
were difplayed on both fides ; but, at laft, vi&ory again declared in favour of 
Lewis: Henry was the firft to flyt, and the whole army fbon followed his exam- 
ple. A few French knights having purfued them with more ardour than prudence, 
entered the gates of Saintes at the fame time, and were taken prifoners. That 
very night, however, the town was evacuated by the Englifh, and taken poffef- 
fion of by the king. -The count de la Marche, no longer able to refift the florin 
which he had raifed againft himfelf, had recourfe to the clemency of Lewis, 
who confented to an accommodation, on condition that the count fhould refign. 
all pretenfions to the places which had been reduced during the war 5 and that 
he fhould do homage for the reft of his dominions. 

• When the treaty was drawn up, the count, according to agreement,, repaired 
to the king's camp, accompanied by his wife and children, in order to fign it. He 
there threw himfelf at the feet of Lewis, and, burfting into tears, thus ad-? 
dreffed the monarch : " My lord and fovereign, you fee at your knees a wretch, 
u who owns that he is unworthy of all favour, becaufe he has joined infolence 
u to injuftice; but forget his crime, and let juftice give way to mercy, from 
(C which alone he can expe<5t his pardon! " This abjett fubmiffion excited the 
king's pity, who immediately raifed up the count and his wife, and contented 
himfelf with exafting a promife from the former to accompany him in an expe- 
dition he was about to undertake againft the count of Touloufe. 

That nobleman, forgetting the fupport he had received from Lewis, when 
threatened with the vengeance of the pope, had not only declared war againft 

* Joinville, p. zu r Guil.Guiart. p. 138. 1 % GuikNang. p. 339, 
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his protedlor, but even againft his own daughter and her hufband. — The defire 

of recovering what he had loft by the treaty of Paris effaced from his mind the 

recollection of paft favours. Having received a promife of affiftance from the 
kings of Navarre, Caftile, and Arragon ; from the vifcount Trencavel ; from 
the counts of Foix, Armagnac, Comminges, and Fvodes j from the vifcount s 
of Narbonne, Lautrec, and Lomagne ; and from other powerful noblemen, he 
had concluded a treaty of alliance, offenfive and defend ve, with the count de la 
Marche, whofe daughter, Margaret, he was difpofed to marry, and, enraged at 
having been forced to give his own daughter, Jane, to the count of Poitiers, he 
refolved to difinherit her. 

Taking the field with all the troops he could colleft, Raymond entered the 
king's domains, which he laid wafte with fire and fword ; he then defeated a 
body of troops that were fent to oppofe him ; took poffefiion of the Rafez, the 
Miner vois, the Termenois, and the circumjacent diftrifts ; reduced the Carcaf- 

fez ; took Albi by afTault ; and feizing Narbonne, and its territory, re-a(Tumed 
the title of duke of Narbonne, which he had formally refigned. Lewis, on 
the news of this revolution, detached the old count of Brittany, and the count 
de la Mar eke ^ with a part of his army, to check the rapid progrefs of Ray- 
mond ; but the particulars of this expedition are not recorded in hiftory. 

A. D. 1243.3 The king, at length, found means to weaken the power of 
Raymond,, by • corrupting his allies ; and that prince, alarmed at the general 
defection, was compelled to fubmit to a confirmation and renewal of the treaty 
of Paris, reftoring all the places he had reduced, and furrendering to the king, 
for the term of five years, the caftlesof Puicelfiin Albigeois, of Najac in Rou- 
crgue, of Laurac in the Touloufain, and of Penne in Agenois. While this 
peace was nego dating with the count of Touloufe, the king of England had fled, 
firft to Blaye, and afterwards to Bordeaux. He there iifued orders for levying 
troops ; but, being pillaged by theGafcons, who took his money, and brought 
him no men in return, and abandoned by thofe on whofe invitation he had re- 
paired to France, he folicited a truce, arid offered to pay five thoufand pounds 
to defray the expences of the war. Thispropofal was accepted by Lewis ; and 
a truce for five years was accordingly figned by the two monarchs* ; after 
which Henry returned to England, not crowned with laurels, but covered with 
difgrace. The joy experienced by the French, on the "happy termination of a war, 
which had appeared to be pregnant with the mod ferious confequences, wa 
confiderably heightened, on the return of Lewis to his capital, by the birth of 
a prince, who was chriftened by the archbiftiop of Paris, and received the name 
Qf his father. 

On the death of Gregory, Sinibald, a noble Genoefe, was elected by the 

cardinals to fucceed him in the papal chair; this pontiff, who aflumed the title 

* 
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of Innocent the Fourth, had been the particular friend of the emperor Frede- 
ric ; but, elated by his promotion, he renewed the arrogant pretentions of his 
predeceffbr, and, by his conduft, extended the definitive fiames of civil war, 
which had too long ravaged the fertile plains of Italy. The fentence of ex- 
communication againft Frederic was renewed, and every ecclefiaftic through- 
out Europe had orders to read it in the pulpit. A clergyman of Paris, whofe 
piety, though fincere, was not tinftured with fcholaftic gloom, afcending the 
pulpit with the bull of pope Innocent in his hand, thus addrefled his congrega- 
u tion : You all know, my brethren, that I have received orders to fulminate 
u an excommunication which has been launched againft Frederic ; Why I know 
" not — all that I know is, that violent difputes, and an irreconciliable hatred 
cc fubfift between that prince and the Roman pontiff ; God only knows which 
" of the two is in the wrong; wherefore I excommunicate, with all my pow- 
ic er, that perfon who has injured the other; and I abfolve him, who, to the 
" great offence of all the chriftian world, has fuftained the injury*-" This 
plealantry became a fubjett of laughter to all Paris ; the emperor, who was 
foon informed of it, fent confiderable prefents to the facetious preacher ; while 
the pope, who, probably, felt the force of fuch raillery, punifhed his indiscre- 
tion by the infliction of a fevere penance. 

Lewis, about this time, finding the extreme inconvenience arifing from the 
circumftance of vaflals being fubjeft to the authority of two fovereigns, enfor- 
ced a regulation, which compelled all vaflals of the crowns of France and Eng- 
land to determine to which fovereign they would yield homage ; and, finally, 
aboliihed the dangerous cuftom of adhering to either, as their caprice or intereft 
fuggefted. Yet even in this edift, the juftice of Lewis was confpicuous, in in- 
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view, Lewis was earneftly folicited to grant a refuge to Innocent within his own 
dominions ; but, by the advice of his barons, he prudently' refufed to comply 
with the requeft, and to receive a firebrand, that would foon have fet his king- 
dom .in a flame. His example was followed by all the other monarchs, to 
whom a fimilar application was made ; and the pope, enraged at the negle£l 
with which he was treated, exclaimed: " We muft either -confent to an accom- 

f * modation with Frederic, or drive him to defpair. When we fhall have 

* M. Paris, p. 575. + Joinv. p. 170, 

Kkk 2 



4 

* 



444 HISTORY OF FRANCE. L I2 45* 

cc critflied or tamed this mighty dragon, all thefe little ferpents will no longer 
cc dare to hold up their heads ; and we Ihall trample on them without fear*." 
Such an exclamation could not fail to offend the fovereigns of Europe ; but they 
were too much under the influence of prejudice, to treat this arrogant priefl as 
he deferved. 

A. D. 1244, 1245.3 While the vicar of Chrift was pioufly employed in 
forming plans of revenge, Lewis was feized with a dangerous diforder that re- 
duced him to the verge of the grave ; his difTolution, indeed, was actually fup- 
pofed to have taken place, and the attendants were preparing to lay him out, 
when a deep figh proclaimed their error ; and foon after he is faid to have ex- 
claimed: " The light of the Eafl:, by the grace of God, flione upon me from 
cc the heavens, and reftored me to lifet." He immediately fent for the bifhop 
of Paris, and, making a vow to repair to the relief of the chriftiansin the Holy 
Land, received the crofs from the hands of that prelate. The joy which his 
fubjefts experienced at the unexpected recovery of their fovereign, was, by this 
fatal vow, fpeedily converted into fbrrow, which the birth of a fecond prince, 
named Philip, did not altogether remove. 

The pope, in the mean time, had holden a general council at Lyons, at which 
he difplayed the moft indecent warmth, and the moft unchriftianlike rancour. 
Though Frederic offered to exert his utmoft efforts, in proof of his religious 
zeal, for uniting the Greek and Roman churches ; to attack the infidels, where- 
ver he fhould find them ; to repair inperfon to Paleftine, in order to fupport and 
proteft the chriftians of the Eaft ; and, finally, to reftore to the apoftolic fee 
$1 the places he had taken, and to repair all the damages he had caufed durin 
the war ; yet thefe offers were infufficient to fatisfy the arrogant pontiff, who 
accordingly rejefted them with difdain ; and, foon after, pronounced the follow- 
ing fentence againft the emperor: cc I am the vicar of Jefus Chrift; all that I 



0* 



fhall bind upon* earth will be bound in heaven, according to the promifeinade 
by the Son of God to Saint Peter ; wherefore, after having deliberated on 
the fubjeft with our brethren, and with the council, I declare Frederic to be 
^ c attainted and convi&ed of facrilege and herefy, to be excommunicated and 



depofed ; I abfolve from their oaths, for ever, all fuch as have fworn fealty 
" to him: I forbid all perfons, under pain of excommunication (incurred by the 
" very attitfelf), to obey him in future; and, laftly, I order the electors to 
u chufe another emperor, referving to myfelf the difpofal of the kingdom of 
" Sicily/' 

At this famous council, Velly juftly obfervest, the dignity of the prelacy, the, 
rights of nations, and the majefty of kings, were equally invaded, by the haugh- 
ty pontiff ; yet Lb blind were the fovereigns to their own intereft, that they re- 
mained pafliye fpeftators of that conduft, which, founded on a violation of all 
laws, both human and divine, ftruck at the very root of focial order, and ten- 
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ded to eflablilh the reign of anarchy, violence, and murder. Lewis^indeed, was 
highly difpleafed with Innocent ; and, at an interview, which took place at the 
abbey of Cluni, is faid to have expreffed his difpleaftire to the pope himfelf, and 
to have endeavoured to reftore peace between the empire and the apoflolicfee*. 
But his efforts were fruitlefs, and the pontiff, far from evincing a pacific difpo- 
fition, fought to engage the king to declare war againfl the Englifh, who had 
offended him by remonflrating, with equal freedom and juflice, againft the op- 
preflive exactions of the court of Rome. s 

On the king's departure from Cluni, he fent a! detachment of troops into Pro- 
vence, in order to enforce a meafure which had been fbme.time in agitation, 
though hitherto kept iecret. The count of Provence had died, and, by his will, 
declared his youngefl daughter, Beatrice, fole heirefs to4iis dominions, to the 
exclufion of her three fillers, two of whom were queens. The young countefs 
had, during her father's life, been promifed to Raymond, count of Touloufe, 
and they had only waited for a difpenfation from the pope, to celebrate the mar- 
riaget. The king of Arragon alfo, being anxious to obtain her for one of his 
fons, had put a body of troops in motion, in order to fupporthis pretenfions. It 
being the intereft of France to oppofe both thefe alliances, Lewis threatened the 
inhabitants of Provence to fupport the claims of his wife, who was the eldeft 
daughter of the deceafed count, at the head of fifty thoufand men. — This threat 
had the deflred effe<ft ; the Provencals, alarmed left their country fhould be ex- 
pofed to the horrors of war, perfuaded the princefs to retraft the engagement 
jhe had formed with the count of Touloufe, and to beftow herfelf on prince 
Charles, the youngefl brother of the French monarch. Lewis, contented with 
this offer, withdrew his pretenfions, and the nuptials between Beatrice and 
Charles were accordingly celebrated, by which the latter acquired the title of 
count of Provence. 

A.D. 1246-] Thefe different occupations did not prevent the king from making 
every neceffary preparation for his voyage toPalefline, notwithftanding the fire- 
nuous folicitations of the queen-mother, who exerted her utmofl efforts to diffuade 
him from the adoption of a meafure, which fhe conceived to be pregnant with 
danger to the flate. She reprefented to him, that a vow, made in the time of 
fickncfs, when a man is not in full poffefTion of his faculties, could not be bind- 
ing ; that a concern for the welfare of his fubjefts, was alone fufficient to abiblve 
him from the obligation, without any difpenfation whatever i j that the fituation 
of affairs, both external and internal, rendered his'prefence at home an objeft 
of neceffity ; that he ought to relief on the infidelity of .the Poiiftevins, who 
bore the yoke with impatience; on the diiturbances in Languedoc, which, 
though hufhed for the prelent, were expected to break out with additional vio- 
lence; on the animofity of England ; the irre con cile able enmity between , the 

t 
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pope and the emperor, _which fet all Germany and Italy in flames ; the interefts 
of his people, which ought not to be lefs dear to him than the chriftians of the 



m 



calamities ; and, laftly, on the grief 



fhort time to live, could not expert to fee him return. Thefe arguments were 
all enforced by the principal nobles and prelates of the realm, who were fully 
convinced of their juftice ; but the fuggeftions of reafon proved impotent in op- 
pofing the dictates of miftaken zeal ; the king's refolution was not to be fhaken; 
and his fubje&s having difcharged their duty by their attempts to difFuade him 
from this rafli undertaking, now difplayed their obedience in accelerating the 
preparations . 

At a parliament holden at Paris, great numbers of the chief nobles and gen- 



realm 
king' 

Brittany, and his fon John 



"William 



pierre, count of Flanders ; the valiant count of Saint Paul, and his nephew Gau- 
cher de Chatillon ; Hugh de Luiignan, count de la Marche, and his eldeft fon, 
Hugh leBrun ; the counts of Dreux, Bar, SoifTons, Rethel, Montfort, andVen- 
dome ; the conftable, Imbert de Beaujeu ; John de Beaumont, chamberlain ; 
Philip de Courtenai; Archambaud de Bourbon; Ralph de Couci; John des 



Noailles, and John, lord of Joinville 



Mailli 



the prelates were the archbifhops of Rheims and Bourges, with the bifliops of 
Beauvais, Laon, Orleans, Clermont, and Soiflbns, It was decreed by the aflem- 
bly, that all private wars fhould ceafe during five years; that no procefs could 
be inftituted againft the crufaders, on account of debts, for the term of three 
years; and that the clergy fliould pay the king one tenth of their revenues. 
" This laft regulation/ 1 fays a modern hiftorian*, u excited great murmurs 
u among the clergy, who had hitherto highly applauded thecrufade, but whofe 
a zeal was not always proof againft intereft." They complained loudly of the 
burden thus impofed on them, and were particularly offended at the tax being 
levied by the pope's commiffioners, who, at the lame time, exa&ed another con- 
tribution for thefupport of the war againft the emperort. One of thefe mini- 
fters of extortion, meeting a village-clerk, with ibme pieces of bread, which 
he had colle&ed in carrying holy water from houfe to houfe, infilled on know- 
ing how much his profits, in that occupation, amounted to in a year; and being 
told that they produced about twenty fols, he immediately infiftedon the pay- 
ment of two fols for the pope, which the poor man was obliged to comply 
witht . 

But the exa&ions of Innocent experienced confiderable oppofition from the 
jipbles, who, enraged at the fhameful extortion of his minifters, and moved by 
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the complaints of ah oppreffed people, were ftrongly difpofed to proceed to ex- 
tremities againft the author of fuch calamities*. They even proceeded to di£ 
cufs this queftion — -Whether a pontiff, whofe conduit was fo repugnant to 
the fpirit of chriftianity ought to be confidered as the vicar of Jefus Chrift, and 
the fucceflbr of Saint Peter ? — They proceeded ftill farther, till at length a re- 
gular and determined oppofition was formed to the j urifdiftion aflumcd by the 
church, which interrupted the adminiftration of juftice in the fecular courts. 
The nobility aflembled, entered into a league for defending their rights againft 
the clergy, enacted ftatutes, which they fwore to obferve, eftablifhed funds for 
their fupport, and nominated four of their body as chiefs of the confederacy. 
The king is faid to have authorifed this aflbciation for repreffing'ccclefiafticai 
ufurpations, which was, of courfe, loaded with anathemas by the court of Rome; 
he, neverthelefs, granted his prote&ion to the clergy, againft the infatiate avi-\ 
dity of the pope. • The permilfion to levy troops for the fovereign pontiff was 
alfo revoked, Lewis being refolved not to impoverifh the church of France, in 
order to fupport a war againft chriftians. In vain did Innocent requeft he might 
be permitted to borrow from the bifhops ; the king remained inflexible, and per- 
fevered in his refufal to facrifice the welfare of his fubje&s to the ambition of a 
turbulent prieft. 

A. D. 1247, 1248.3 Previous to his departure to Paleftine, which was fixed 

for the ninth of June, 1248, Lewis adopted every poffible precaution for the 
tranquillity of his kingdom, during his abfence; he engaged the turbulent counts 
of la Marche, and Brittany, to accompany him to the Holy Land. In conformity 
to the general pra&ice, he published that he was ready to redrefs every injury 
he had offered j and the king of England demanded by his brother, the earl of 
Cornwall, the duchy of Normandy, and the reft of thofe territories in France, 
of which he had been unjuftly defpoiled. To the bifhops of that duchy he re- 
ferred the application, and their defigns coinciding with his intereft, the demand 
of Henry was rejefted ; yet that monarch confented to renew the truce between 
the two kingdoms ; and Lewis, after inverting his mother Blanche, with the fo- 
vereign authority, prepared for his embarkation. 

On the twenty-fifth of Auguft, the king embarked at the port of Aigues-Mor- 
tes,with the queen and the countefs of Anjou, who were refolved to accompany 
their hufbands in this perilous expedition. The fleet was compofed of eighteen 
hundred veflels, containing nine thoufand horfe, and one hundred and thirty 
thoufand foot : with favourable winds they reached the- coaft of Cyprus, on 
whofe friendly flioresthe troops were difembarked ; and, during the fe verity of 
the winter, their ftrength was recruited, and their health reftored by the plenty 
of that ifland. 

^ A. D. 1249 to 1254.*] Lewis, on his arrival at Cyprus, had afTembled a coun- 
cil of war, for the purpofe of fixing his plan of operations 5 fome of the, 
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crufaders were of opinion that he fhould dire£t his courfe to the port of Acre, in 
Paleftine, from the perfuafion that the kingdom of Jerufalem, the recovery of 
which was the principal objedl of the expedition, might be eafily fubdued. 
Others, on the contrary, maintained, that though the conqueft of that kingdom 
would not prove an objed of difficulty, yet it could not be maintained againft 
the power of thefultan of Egypt ; that, before all the towns and fortreffes could 
be put in a proper ftate of defence, the majority of the crufaders would return 
to Europe; that it would, therefore, be moft prudent toftrike at the root of the 
evil, by an attack on Damietta ; as the reduftion of Egypt would prevent any 
farther oppofition to their attempts on the Holy Land. Thefe reafons appear- 
ed plaufible to Lewis, who accordingly determined to repair to Egypt. 

Early in the fpring the fleet caft anchor at the mouth of the Nile, and, after 
a vigorous rcfiftancc from the Saracens, the whole army made good their lan- 
ding, with Lewis at their head, clad in complete armour, preceded by the ori- 
damme, and accompanied by the pope's legate, bearing an elevated crofs. 
The ftrong city of Damietta, which had formerly withftood the aflaults of the 
chriftians for lixteen months, was now abandoned by the infidels, ere it was at- 
tacked ; but that town was the firft and laft of the king's conquefts. A rui- 
nous delay fruftrated that fuccefs which the expedition mull have enfured ; the 
Saracens, recovered from their confternation, prepared for a vigorous defence; 
and the progrefs of the French, who directed their march towards Cairo, the 
capital of Egypt, was impeded by an unfeafonable inundation of the Nile. Un- 
der the eye of their intrepid monarch, the barons and knights of France difplay- 

cd their invincible contempt of danger and of difcipline ; the count of Artois 

with about two thoufand of the flower of the army, pafled the river, at a ford 
which a faithlefs and mercenary Arab had pointed out, forced the enemy's camp, 
defeated the Saracens with great daughter, and rufhing forward with inconfide- 
rate valour, ftormed the neighbouring town of MafToura, But the momenta- 
ry confternation of the inhabitants was difpelled by the intelligence that the 
main body of the French was ftill at a diftance. The flying infidels weye ralli- 
ed by a foldier, named Bondocdar, who deferved, and who afterwards ufurped 
thefceptre; and before the chriftians could arrive to the fupport of their van- 
guard, the count of Artois and his fearlefs companions had effaced, by a glori- 
ous death, the fatal error of impetuous courage. The battle was with difficul- 
ty reftored, and, after an obftinate and bloody conteft, in which Lewis per- 
formed prodigies of valour, the Saracens were, at length, compelled to rclin- 
quifh the field to the daring warriors of France, 

But this unprofitable viftory ferved only to augment the diftrefs of the 
French, by diminifhing their numbers, while thofe of the enemy were daily 
.mcreafing ; and they foon learned, to their eoft, that the utmoft exertions of 
military dull and valour were of little avail. By thefe efforts, their fcite might 
|pp procraftinated, but it could not be averted. From the increafing numbers 
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of the infidels, they were obliged to flicker, themfelves in a ftrong camp, while 
the Nile was commanded by the Egyptian gallies, and the open country by 
the Arabs. All provifions were intercepted ; each day displayed the rapid pro- 
grefs of difeafe.and famine ; and a fliower of Greek fire was inceffantly poured 
on their heads by the furrounding Saracens. The moment the French deter- 
mined to retreat, they difcovered that it was impra&icable : — the oriential wri- 
ters confefs, that. Lewis might have efc aped by fea, if he would have deferted 
his fubje&s ; and policy would have juftified the prudent, though inglorious 
flight. But his magnanimous mind preferred the thorny path of honour; and, 
with his brother, the count of Anjou, the.greateft part of his nobles, and the 
fhattered remnant of his army, the king of France became the captive of the 

victorious Saracens. 

The conquerors fullied their triumph by their cruelty ; the captive monarch 
was loaded with chains, and fuch of his fubjefts as were unable to purchafe their 
liberty, and unwilling to profefs Mahomet anilin, were inhumanly maffacred, 
and their heads expofed on the walls of Cairo. But the ftrength of Damietta 
proved the fecurityof Levvis; the Saracens being unable to reduce that city, 
which contained his royal confort and his treafures, confented to releafe him 
and his troops, on condition that he, fhould deliver it into their hands, and pay 
eight hundred thou land pieces of gold, called by/knthies* '. 

After fulfilling the conditions of the treaty, with fcrupulous integrity, Lewis, 
with his queen, Margaret, and about fix thoufand foldiers, the war-worn relics 
of his former hod, embarked on board the gallies of Genoa, for the port of 
Acre, in Paleftine. It might have reafonably been expected, that, after his. 
late misfortune, he would have refigned all thoughts of conqueft in the Eaft, 
and returned to the government of his native kingdom : but he was unwilling to 
revifit his dominions without glory ; and he confided in the wifdom and vigilance 
of his mother. But grief for the captivity of her fon, joined to the natural in- 
firmities of age, brought that princefs to the grave, after a tranquil and profpe- 
rous adminiftration, in the month of December, 1253. 

The news of her death was immediately difpatched to her fon 5 and, in the 
mean time, the reins of government were entrufted to the feeble hands of prince 
Lewis, who had not yet attained his thirteenth year. The king, fenfible that 
his prefence was now neceflary in France, determined to quit the Holy Land, 
where he had pafled four years without having been able to vifit Jerufalem, or 
to achieve any conqueft worthy of hiftorical notice. He accordingly embarked, 
at the port of Acre, on the tenth of July, 1254, arrived on the coafl of Provence, 
where he landed ; and, after a fhort delay, proceeded to Paris, where he was re- 
ceived with the acclamations of his people, whofe joy, however, experienced 
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no inconfiderable diminution when they faw the crofs flill affixed, to his drefs- 
a fure fign that he intended to revifit the plains of Paleftine. 

Immediately after his return, Lewis aflembled a parliament, in which he 

publiflied an ordonnance, for enforcing a- rigid and impartial administration of 

juftice throughout the kingdom ; he alio renewed and confirmed the edift againft 
the ufury, blafphemy, and witchcraft of the Jews, and ordered their talmud 
nnd other impious books, to be burnt wherever they might be found : an edift 
was palTed at the fame time, for expelling proftitutes from all towns and vil- 
lages, for feizing their effects, and ftripping their perfons of their upper garments 0 
whoever fhould let them a houfe, was condemned to forfeit one year's rent. 
The game at chefs, and all games at dice, were forbidden, and even the fabri- 
cation of dice was prohibited throughout his dominions. 

The predecefTors of Lewis had been accuftomed to fend commiffioners into 
the provinces, to receive complaints and adminifter juftice; before his voyage 
to Paleftine, Lewis had regularly followed their example ; but, fearing that this 
cuftom might not be fufficient to enfure the happinnefs of his fubjefts, he now 
refolved to vifit the provinces in perfon. He accordingly made the tour of Pi- 
cardy and Flanders, and from thence repaired to Soiflbns, where he had an in- 
terview with Joinville, the friend of his heart, and the partner of his dangers. 
That nobleman was employed to afk the hand of Ifabella, the king's daughter, 
for Thibaud the Fifth, count of Champagne, and king ? of Navarre, a young- 
prince of the moftpromifing hopes. But Lewis refufed to liften to the propo- 
fal, till the young monarch Ihould have done juftice to his filter, the countefs of 
Brittany, who had advanced fome claims which he had refufed to grant. 

The king of England had, during the abfence of Lewis in Paleftine, vifited 
Gafcony, where his proteftion had been claimed by the barons, againft an inva- 

fion which the king of Caftile had made upon that territory. Having appeafed 
the troubles that prevailed there, he was now defirous to return home* and 
for that purpbfe afked the king's permiflion to pafs through his dominions. 
This was readily accorded; and Henry was every where received with thofe 

marks of diftin&ion that were due to his rank. At Chartres he had an interview 
with Lewis ; and from thence the two monarchs repaired to Paris, where the king 
of England was entertained with the utmoft magnificence and hofpitality- Mat- 
thew Paris affirms, that, during Henry's ftay at Paris, Lewis frequently teftified 
to him his defire of refloring the duchy of Normandy: "But," faid he, " my 
cc twelve peers and my barons would never confent to it." The treaty that 
was now concluded between them, gives an air of probability to this anecdote*; 
by which we learn that the number of peers was, at this time, reduced to twelve, 
and that the kings of France did not think themfelves authorifed to diipofe of 
any part of their dominions, without the confent of the peers and nobles of the 
realm . 
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Lewis accompanied the king of England a part of the way on his journey to 
Calais 5 and, on his return, he aflembled a parliament, in order to fettle the di£ 
pate between the king of Navarre and his filter, the countefs of Brittany. This 
arrangement appeared to be a matter of difficulty. The late count of Cham- 
pagne (who died while the king was in Paleftine) had, by his firft wife, Agnes de 
Beaujeu, one daughter named Blanche ; and, when that princefs married the 
count of Brittany, he had fettled on her the kingdom of Navarre, to the exclu- 
clufion of any male heirs which he might afterwards have. Subfequent to this 
marriage, he had, by Margaret de Bourbon, twofons, Thibaud and Henry, who, 
by the above fetllement, appeared to be excluded from the throne of their father. 
The people, however, on the death of the king, acknowledged the eldeft of 
thefe princes for their fovereign, andfent afolemn deputation to inform him of 
their refolution. Blanche protefted againft this ufurpation ; and, befide the refti- 
tution of Navarre, flie claimed herfhare in the county of Champagne. Interefts 
thus oppofite feemed to let retonciliation at defiance; but, as the countefs was 
not in a fituation to enforce her claims, fhe at length confented to refign her 
pretenfions to the king her brother, on condition of receiving an annual pen- 
non of three thoufand livres for her dower, and the nuptials were celebrated 
with great folemnity at Melun*. 

A. D. 1255.] The Romifh church, taking advantage of favourable incidents, 
had reduced the kingdom of Sicily to the fame ftate of feudal vaffalage which 
fhe pretended to extend over England 3 and which, by reafon of the diftance, 
as well as high fpirit of the latter kingdom, fhe was notable to maintain. After 
the death of the emperor, Frederic the Second, the fucceffion of Sicily devol- 
ed on Conradine, grandfon of that monarch ; and Mainfroy, his natural fon, 
under the pretence of governing the kingdom during the minority of the prince, 
had formed a fcheme for eftablifhing his own authority. Pope Innocent trans- 
ferred his animofity from Frederic to Conradine, againft whom he ftill continued 
hoftilities ; but, being difappointed in all his fchemes, by the aftivity and artifices 
of Mainfroy, he found that his own force alone was not fufficient to bring to a 
happy ifTue fo great an en terprife. He pretended to difpofe of the Sicilian 
crown, both as fuperior lord of that particular kingdom, and as vicar of Chrift, 
to whom all kingdoms of the earth were fubje&ed ; and he made a tender of it 
to the count of Anjou ; but Charles, either deeming the conjuncture unfavour- 
able, or the conditions of acceptance too hard, rejected the offer. It was then propo- 
fed to Richard, earl of Cornwall, brother to the king of England, whofe itn- 
menfe riches, the pontiff flattered himfelf, would be able to fupport the military 
operations againft Mainfroy. As Richard, alfo, had the prudence to refufe thepre-r 
fent, he applied to Henry himfelf, whofe levity and thoughtlefs difpofition gave 
Innocent more hopes of fuccefs ; and he offered him the crown of Sicily for his 
Second fon Edmond. Henry, allured by fb magnificent a prefejit, without 

* Inv. dcs Char. t. n. Chap. vi. p. 126* 
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fleeting on the confequences, without confulting cither with his brother or the 
parliament, accepted the infidious propofal, and gave the pope unlimited credit 
to expend whatever fums he thought neceffary for completing the conqucft of 
Sicily. Innocent, who was engaged by his own intercfts to wage war with 
Mainfroy, was glad to carry on his enterprifes at the cxpenfe of his ally. Alex- 
ander the Fourth, who fucceeded him in the papal throne, continued the fame 
policy • and Henry was furprifed to find himfelf on a fudden involved in an im- 
menfe debt, which he had never been confulted in contracting. 

A difpute which occurred about this time between the count of Anjou, and a 
private gentleman, one of the count's vafTals, afforded Lewis an opportunity of 
dilplaying his impartiality in the adminiflration of juftice. The caufe was tri- 
ed before the officers of the prince, who, of courle, decided it in his favour ; 
but the gentleman appealed to the king's court, which fo enraged Charles, that 
he immediately threw him into prifon. The king, apprifed of his brother's 
conduct, ordered him to repair to court without delay. When he came into 
the royal prefence — : cc Do you fuppofe," faid Lewis, with a fiern counte- 
nance, u that there ought to be more than one fovereign in France, or that, 
<c becaufe you are my brother, you are above the laws*? " At the fame time 
he ordered him to releafe his vaffal, that the law might have its courfe. The 
count obeyed ; but the gentleman could not find a fmgle attorney, or barrifter, 
who had fufficient fpirit and honefty to undertake his caufe. When the Idttjj 
was informed of this circumflance, he appointed an agent for that purpofe, 
from when he exacted an oath of fidelity. The queftion was accordingly dit 
cuffed with the moil: fcrupulous impartiality : the vaffal was reftored to his pot 

feffions, and the king's brother cafh 

The tranquillity which prevailed in his dominions, enabled him to adopt fucli 
regulations as were effential to its welfare ; the felicity of his fubjects appears, at 
this period, to have been the firft objeft of his care ; he appointed officers for 
the purpofe of examining into the usurpations of his predecefibrs, and he made 

reftitution to the heirs of the lands which had been unjuftly taken from their 
anceftors. where no heirs could be found, the property was difpofed of, and 
the produce diftributed to the poort. 

A violent quarrel broke out between the mendicant friars and the univerfity 
of Paris, oc'cafioned by the ufurpations of the former, on the rights and pri- 
vileges of the latter, with refpeft to keeping fchools. As the difputes between 
them arofe to a dangerous height, an appeal was made to pope Innocent ; and 

, ___^yr _j j . t...n r- c ^ — e fs the 



that pontilf endeavoured, by a bull in favour of the univerfity, to reprc 

omVnfinn nf thp mpnrlirnnf*;. whn had PvinrPrl a difnnfitinn to aboliih the B1€J> 
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archy* ; but Alexander the Fourth, on his acceflion to the pontifical ^ throne, 
annulled the bull of his predeceffor. The pretext he offered for fo doing inuft 
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doubtlefs appear Angular in the mouth of a pope: — " That bull," 'faid he, "was 
u the cffeft of prejudice, and a v/ant of deliberation*." — What then become 
of the boafted infallibility of the pope ? The protection thus afforded by^ the 
lbvereign pontiff gave frefli courage to the mendicants, and for fome time the 
moft inveterate animofity prevailed between the contending parties. The 
monks were affailed by fatires and epigrams, and the members of the univer- 
fity by bulls and papal cenfures. — It is extraordinary that the king ihould not 
have interpofed his authority to put an end to a conteft that interrupted the 
peace of the church, and inflamed the minds of his fuhjedls \ it was at length 
terminated in 1263, by mutual conceffions. 

The piety of Lewis was ftrongly tinftured with enthufiafm ; and that cir- 

cumftance may poffibly be deemed fufficient to account for his conduit, in for- 
bearing to interfere in a difpute in which the fovereign pontiff had become a 
party concerned. The king ufed frequently to vifit the Jacobins 5 and, con- 
vening with them one day on the happinefs of the virgin, in bearing the Son 
of God in her unpolluted wombt, one of the monks, more forward than his 
brethren, faid to him — cc Sire, would not you wifh to hold in your hands, what 
" the virgin bore in her womb ?" u Doubtlefs," faid the king. ct You 
" know," replied the monk, " what is faid in the Scriptures — If any one quits 
a his father, his mother, his children, or his poffeflions, for love of me, he 
" fhall receive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal life — Dare then^ Sire, to 
" afpire to that fnmmit of perfection. You have heirs capable of well-govern- 
u i"g your kingdom ; you have hitherto made your happinefs confift in fuffer- 
a ing for God ; twenty times has your life been expofed for the glory of his 
a name j nothing remains for you, but to give up every thing in order to at- 
a fume the crofs, that is, our habit. By that means you will, by degrees, at- 
" tain the dignity of priefthood, and acquire the honour of receiving Jefus 
u Chrift into your hands." The king, ftricken with this difcourfe, remained 
motionlefs, for fome time, loft in meditation ; he reflected, we are told, on 
the dangers of the world, the important duties of royalty, and the fweets of 
monaftic retirement. At length he replied — u If what I hear be true, as in my 
u heart and mind I believe, I will follow your advice; but I can do nothing. 
cc without the queen's confent. Her virtue, and my engagements with her, 
" equally forbid me to come to any determination, without her knowledge and 
cc advice." 

• He then left the convent, and, returning to the palace, went to the queen's 
apartment, and imparted his resolution of refigning his crown to her and her 
children ; obferving, that when he was a monk and a prieft, his prayers fhould 
be incefTantly offered up to the Lord for their happinefs, and the welfare of the 
ftate ; and conjured her, by all that (he held facred upon earth, not to oppofe 

5 Boulay, p. 270* + Chron, Senon, 1, iv, t, 2. — Spied, p. 64. i> 
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a projed which he faicl was infpired by heaven. Margaret, aftoniftied at this 

intelligence, made no reply*; but, calling her children, afked them, in the pre- 
sence of the count of Anjou, whether they would prefer being called the chil- 
dren of a prieft, or the fons of a king ? The princes being at a lofs to conceive 
the purport of fuch a quefHon, fhe proceeded to inform them that the Jacobins 

had fo far fafctnated the mind of their father, that he was refolved to abdicate 
the throne, and turn prieft. When the count of Anjou heard this, he flew into 
a violent rage, abufed his brother, and fwore vengeance againft the monks, 
againft whom he immediately caufed an edi£t to be ilTued, forbidding them to 
preach throughout his dominions, and prohibiting his fubjetts from giving them 
alms. Lewis, the king's eldefl fon, was equally violent ; he launched out into 
fuch virulent abufe againft the Jacobins, that Lewis is faid to have filencedhim 
by a blow. " Sire/' exclaimed the young prince, " I {hall never forget the 
refpeft which I owe you: in faft, no one, except my father and my fove- 
cc reign, could have ftricken me with impunity; but, fliould Providence ever 
u place me on the throne, I fwear, by my lord Saint Denis, our patron, that 
cc I will expel all thofe preachers from the kingdom!" — 'The king, aftonifhed 
to meet with fuch oppofition to his plan, began to fear that his inclination for 
a nionaftic life rather proceeded from his love of tranquillity, than from any 
heavenly infpiration : he was well acquainted with the queen's affeftion for him ; 
he knew the impetuous pride of his fucceftbr, the violent temper of the count 
of Anjou, and the attachment of his ftibjecfts to his perfon: thefe conflderations 
t length induced him to believe that God would not require a facrifice, that 
muft equally affedt the honour of his houfe, and the happinefs of his people. 

The life of a Saint , when written by a Prieft, muft naturally be expefted 
to contain a variety of incidents, trivial in themfelves, and wholly uninterefi> 
ing to pofterity. Thus the French hiftorians have fpun out the reign of Saint 
Lewis, to a difproportionate length; the moft unimportant occurrences are 
dwelled upon with enthufiaftic energy, and every a&ion is viewed through the 
telefcopeof admiration. Though we cannot confent to disfigure our hiftory by 
an imitation of their prolixity, we fhall, with pleafure, record the virtues of 
their favourite king, atteft his piety, and applaud his attention to thefirft duties 
of a monarch. Now that he was relieved from the burdens of war, heAimh 
nifhed the national imports, and fought, by every means in his power, to pro- 
mote the welfare and felicity of his fubjefts. To thofe young women whofe 
poverty expofed their virtue to danger, he gave ample dowers to procure them 
hufbands ; for the poor he eftabiilhed extenfive and durable charities ; and for 
all cpnverts to chriftianity he made a liberal provifion. 

A. D. 1258.] The tranquillity which the kingdom had for fome time enjoy- 
ed was on the point of being interrupted by a difference which arofe between 

* Chrpn, Senon, 1. iv f t. 2. Spied, p. 641% 



a 



■ > 



\ 



1258,] LEWIS THE NINTH. 455 

the kings of France and Arragon. Lewis claimed the fovereignty of Catalonia 
and Roufli lion, which had been acquired by the arms of Pepin and Charlemagne^ 
and which the king of Arragon had ufurped ; while James, on his part, demaiw 
dedthe reflitution of various domains, which were in the poffeflion of Lewis : 
the two princes entertained a mutual efteem for each other ; and, though both 
of them had dilplayed their fkill and courage in the field, yet they were equally 
defirous to preferve peace between the two kingdoms. After many propofals 

irty, the following terms were at length agreed 

James, and his fucceflbrs, all his right to the 
u counties of Barcelona, Urgel, Bezalu, Rouflillon, Empuries, Cerdagna, Con- 
" flaut, Girona, and Aufone. King James, on his part, renounces, in favour of 
" Lewis, and his fucceffors, all his pretenfions to CarcafTonne and the Carcaflez ) 
" to the town and territory of Rafez ; to Laurac and the Lauraguais ; to Tcr- 
u mes and the Termenois; to Beziers and the vifcounty of that name; to MI- 
' nerve and the Minervois; to Agde and the x\gadois ; to Albi and the Albie- 
gois ; to Rodez and the Rouergue ; to Cahors and the Ouerci ; to the town 

Narbonne : to Puilaurens, Queribus 
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" Fenouillet and the Fenouilledes ; to Pierre-Pertufe and the Pierre-Pertufez 5 
to the town and county of Milhaud ; to Gevaudan and the vifcounty of Gre- 
zes ; toNifmes and the Nemaufois ; to Touloufe and all its dependencies 3 
to the county of Saint Gilles, the Angenois, and the Venaiffin ; and to all the 
" other domains belonging to the late count Raymond, father-in-law to Alfonfo, 
u count of Poitiers/' This treaty was ratified fome months after it was firft 
figned, by the king of Arragon, at Barcelona, in prefence of Raymond-Gauce- 
lin Lunel, whom Lewis had fent thither as his ambaifador. That nobleman was 
alfo charged with another commifTion of importance. It had been fettled, by a 
feparate claufe of the treaty, that Philip, the fecond fon of Lewis, fliould mar- 
ry Ifabella, daughter to the king of Arragon. TJie Spaniih prince cheerfully 
confented to confirm this articlet, and promifed to obtain a difpenfation from 
the pope for that purpofe. The marriage was accordingly celebrated four years 
after, and a fifth part of the territory that her hufband was to have as his appa- 
nage was fettled on Ifabella. 

A. D. 1259.3 Another negociation, begun about the fame time, though not 
brought to a coiiclufion till the following year, with the king of England, was 
lefs favourably received by the fubjetts of Lewis. His council exerted their 
titmoft efforts to diffuade him from a meafure which they deemed impolitic, and 
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pofition to the will of his barons. 
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For more than half a century that the French had been at war with the Eng- 
lifh, all attempts to conclude a treaty of peace between the two powers proved 

* Thr. des Ch. Montp, fac. ii, n. 27* + Spicih torn, iii, p. 6341 
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ineffectual. — Henry, however, did not defpair to recover, by negociation, what 
his father had loft by his infamy and cowardice. With this view he had vifited 
* v Paris, where he endeavoured to perfuade Lewis to comply with his demands; 
but whatever difpofition to favour him he might have remarked in that monarch, 
he mufthave perceived that he flood in fear of his barons : but, little discoura- 
ged by the inutility of his firft attempt, he endeavoured to get his name infcrib- 
ed on the lift of thofe to whom the king reftored the domains. which had been 
ufurped by his anceftors ; in this., however, he failed. Still perfevering in Im 
defign, he had recently fent his brother-in-law, thcfa&ious and enter priling ear t 
of Leicefter*, with feveral other noblemen, again to demand that reftitution 
which had been fo frequently refufed. The crown of Sicily beftowed on his 
fon Edmond, the ele&ion of his brother Richard, as king of the Romans, and 
the protection of the court of Rome hsd revived the hopes of Henry. Embol- 
dened by this imaginary increafe of confequence, he ventured to reprefent to 
Lewis, that the truce being nearly expired, the reftitution of the confiscated pro- 
vinces could alone prevent the renewal of a war that muft prove equally fatal 
to the welfare and happinefs of either nation ; that it was unjuft to punifh a fon 
for his father's crime ; and that the crime itfelf, enormous as it was, had been 
fufficiently expiated, by fo long a privation of fuch valuable pofTeffions. The 
ambaffadors of Henry were accompanied by others from the king of the Romans, 
who laid claim to the county of Poitou. Lewis received them with kindnefs ; 
but the princes of the blood, the nobles who attended the court, and even the 
people themfelves, took every opportunity of (bowing their refentment, and of 
treating them with contempt, Difpleafed with the reception they experienced, 
and difcontented with the anfwer they received from the king, who refufed to 
come to a decifion till the enfuing Lent, when the parliament was to aflemble, 
they returned to England, leaving only the abbot of W eftminfter to conduft 
the negociation. 

O 

It is not known what arguments were employed by that prelate to fuperinduce 
a compliance with the demands of his fovereign ; whatever they were, they 
appeared convincive to Lewis, who at length figned a treaty, by which he ceded 
to Henry the Limouftn, Querci, and Perigord, enfured to him the peaceable pof- 
feffion of Guienne, agreed to pay him a large fum of money for the fupport of 
five hundred knights, which he was to take with him to the Holy Land; while 
Henry, in return for thefe advantages, only made a final ceffion of Normandy, 
and the other provinces, which he could never entertain any hopes of recover- 
ing by force of arms, This ceffion was ratified by Henry, by his two fons, and 
two daughters, and by the king of the Romans, and his three fonst. — Immedi- 
ately after the conclufion of the treaty, Lewis, the king's eldeft fon, was feized 

* Mat. Pans, p. 955, 958. + Rymer, vol. i. p. 675; M. Paris, 566; Chron. T. Wykcs, F* 5 8 * 
Trivet, p, 208 ; M, Weft, p. 37^ 
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with a diftemper that put an end to his life, in the feventeenth year of his age. 
He was buried at Royaumont. 

A. D. 1 26 1. 3 Lewis having removed every probable ground of dilpute be- 
tween France and the neighbouring kingdoms, convened an aiTemhly of the pre- 

3ates and nobles, in order to deliberate on the affairs of Paleftine. That un- 
fortunate country, long harafled by the arms of the Saracens, and enfeebled by 
inteftine divifions, now trembled at the approach of the Tartars, Three years 
before this period, thofe barbarians, under the condudl of the celebrated Ho- 
lagou, brother and lieutenant to Mangoukan, their fourth emperor, had redu- 
ced the city of Bagdad, that peaceful and charming abode of pleafure and the 
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fciences. The town was pillaged by the conquerors ; its immenfe treafurcs 
were fcattered about ; all its nobility deftroyed ; eight hundred thoufand inha- 
bitants of all ages, and of either lex, inhumanly maflacred ; and the Saracen 
cmpfre annihilated for evei\ All the neighbouring kingdoms, even Moful itfelf, 
the moil power fid of them all, fubmitted without refiftance. The fultan of 
Aleppo was the only chief who ventured to take up arms in defence of his coun- 
try; but his fuccefs was not equal to his fpirit ; his capital was reduced, and 
its fortifications were demolifhed. Damafcus and all Syria experienced a fimilar 
fate, except that part which was in pofleflion of the chriftians. The objeftof thefe 
ferocious conquerors of the Holy Land* is differently reprefented by hiftorians. 
By fome we are afTured that they wiihed to annex it to their own empire ; while 
others pretend that they only fought to reduce it in order to give it up to the 
chriftians; but this laft fuppofition is grofsly improbable, and wholly devoid of 
foundation. In fad we find, from hiftory, that, after the capture of Bagdad, 

:ars fent meflengers into Paleftine, as into other parts, to exatf: tribute 
and obedience. At the fame time they committed depredations in Poland arid 
Hungary, both of which were inhabited by chriflians. They even fent to 
Francet, to fummon Lewis to acknowledge their fuperiority, if he wifhed to 
avert their vengeance. The king laughed at the extravagance, of the em- 
bafly, ordered the ambafladors to be well-treated, and difmifTed them without 
an anfwer. 

When thefe circumftances had been confidered by the afTembiy, it was or- 
dained that the wrath of God, which had been excited by the fins of the world, 
fhould be firft appealed. For this purpofe prayers, proceffions, and fafts were 
ordered ; blafphemers — againft whom fome very fevere laws already exifted 
were treated with additional feverity; all fuperfluities in the articles of food 
and drefs were retrenched, and tournaments and games of chance were pro^ 
hibited. No new import, however, was levied on the people; the king con- 
tenting himfelf with fending a fum of money, from his own treafury, to the 
relief of the chriflians in Paleftine. 
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A.D.i 26**2 The affairs of Sicily next engaged the attention of the monarch, 

Pope Alexander the Fourth, unable to carry on the v/ar againft Mainfroy, preffed 

the king of England to fulfil the engagements which he had contracted, on ac- 
cepting the crown of Sicily for his lbn Edmond. But Henry, who had already 
paid dearly for this imaginary dignity, finding the conqueft of Sicily as* remote 
as ever, at length became fenlible of the cheat ; he began to think of breaking 
off the agreement,' and of refigning into the pope's hands that crown, which it 
was not intended by Alexander that he or his family fhould ever enjoy*. At 
this conjuncture the fovereign pontiff died; and was lucceeded in the papacy by 
James, patriarch of Jerufalem ; a Frenchman by birth (the lbn of a cobler of 
,Troyes in Champagne) who aflumed the appellation of Urban the Fourth. The 
new pope adopted the projects of his predecelfor, by entering into a negociatiou 
with Elizabeth, the mother of Conradine ; while Mainfroy endeavoured to re- 
cure a powerful ally, by marrying his daughter Conftantia, to Peter, the eldeii: 
fon of the king of Arragon. This alliance, which the court of Home had in 
vain oppofed, induced Urban to offer the crown of Sicily to the king of France, 
for one of his lbnst. The 'offer, was tempting, and Lewis was fully aware of all 
the advantages that might be derived from the pofleflion of that kingdom, either 
in fending fuccours to the chriftians in Paleftine, or in affording relief to the 
French, who had been recently expelled from the city of Conftantinople. But 
he was apprehenfive that what the pope qualified with the title of a lawful 
gift, was, in fa£t, an ufurpation, either on Conradine, the natural heir, or on 
Edmond, of England, who had received the inveftiture of the kingdom from 
the fovereign pontiff. If Home had the right to difpofc of the dominions of 
Frederic — which he was far from being willing to admit — the Englifli prince 
was the lawful fovereign of Sicily; if, on the other hand, Frederic could not 
be defpoiled of his domains, without an infraction of all laws, human and divine, 
they neceffarily devolved to his grandfon. Look which way he would, he could 
fee nothing but iniquity in the tranfaftion, and he,, therefore, virtuoufly rejefted 
the offer. — -The pope then addrefTed hixnfelf to the count of Anjou, who, hav- 
ing more ambition and lefs probity, than his brother, joyfully accepted the prof- 
fered crown ; but, being engaged in a war with the inhabitants of Marfeilles, he 
deferred his attempts to recover his new dominions till a more favourable op- 
portunity. 

That reftlefs people, impatient of the yoke which they had reluctantly borne 
for five years, fuddenly flew to arms ; and, expelling from tbe^town fuch of the 
citizens, as they knew to be attached to the count, feizedthe citadel, and maf-- 
iacred thegarrifon.. They immediately ereCted a new fortrefs, and, began to 
make every neceffary preparation for fupporting their rebellion. But the aftive* 
vigour of Charles marred all their projects ; having haftily alfernbled a powerful 
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army, he advanced to attack them, reduced all the places that lay on his road, 
ravaged the Surrounding country, and laid liege to Marfeilles by fea and land* 
The rebels were fpeedily, by the dread of approaching famine, forced to ac- 
knowledge their error, and to fue for pardon, Charles accepted their proffered 
fubmiffion ; and, after he had punifhed with death the leaders of the revolt, con- 
lefcended to redrefs their grievances. Caftellane, who had protected them, 



was purfued from place to place ; his lands were confifcated, and his cafHes de- 
moliftied. This victory kept the enemies of the count in awe, and increafed 
his reputation for valour and military fkill. 

The king, at this time, was at Clermont in Auvergne, with his principal nobi- 
lity, in order to attend the celebration of his fon's marriage with Ifabella of 
Arragon. The father of that princefs was alfo there, with all the grandees of 
his kingdom ; but the news of his treaty with Msrinfroy had nearly prevented 
the projected alliance, though on the point of completion. Lewis, who had 
juft received the intelligence, openly declared that he would never fuffer his fon 
to marry a princefs, whofe father was fo clofely conne&ed with the moft inve- 
terate enemy of the pope and the church. The two courts were loft in afto- 
nifhment at this unexpected declaration, which certainly did no credit to the king ; 
llnce, in the very affair of the Sicilian fucceffion, he had recently acknowledged 
the injuftice of the pope's conduct. To ftigmatife a prince, therefore, as an 
enemy to the church, for oppofing the unjufl pretenfions of the Roman pontiff, 
betrayed a degree of fuperftitious weaknefs (to fay no worfe of it) that cannot 
admit of juftifi cation. The Arragonian monarch, however, at length fuggefted 
a means of removing his ridiculous fcruples. He declared, by an authentic 
deed*, that, in marrying his fon to the daughter of Mainfroy, he did not mean 
to contraft any engagement hoftile to the interefts of the Romifh church, nor to 
derogate-, or, in any wife, detract from the force of that alliance which he had 
entered into with France. By this means all objections were done away, and 
the nuptials were celebrated with the utmoft magnificence, amidfl the acclama- 
tions of the nobles of either nation, James, faithful to his word, made no at- 
tempts in favour of Mainfroy ; but his fucceftbr, inftigated by his wife, com- 
menced thofe fanguinary wars, which proved fo fatal to the ho ufe of xAnjou. 

When the rejoicings to which this happy event gave rife were* terminated, 
Lewis again applied himfelf, with unremitting diligence, to the final eftablifh- 
ment of a good police, and to the extenfion and fecurity of commerce. No crime 
that was prejudicial to fociety paired unpunifhed ; fpecific penalties were annex- 
ed to ufury, to adulterating the current coin, to felling by falfe weights, and to 
every fpecies of monopoly! . He divided all tradefmen and artifans into fepa- 
rate corps or communities, revifed their fir ft ftatutes, and enafted thofe falutary 
laws, which lerved as a bafis for all fubfequent regulations with regard to eor- 

* Invent, des Chart, t. v, Arragon, 1. P. Ann. 1262. + Trait, dc la Police, 1, i. tit. viii. p. 114% 
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porations and other commercial eftablifhments. He .endeavoured to promote a 
purity of manners throughout the kingdom, by profcribing, under the fcvereffc 
penalties, everything that tended to licentioufnefs. Theatrical amulements 
were tolerated,, but all indecent or. indelicate {allies 'were carefully excluded.. 
Writings, religious and philofophical, poems, hiftories, and romances appeared 
during this reign ; but no publication that breathed {edition, impiety, fanati- 
cifin or libertinifm was fufrerecL Lewis, however, found it ncceflTary to revoke 
the fentence of banifhment which he had pronounced againft women of the town*; 
but though compelled to tolerate, he flill fought to cover them with infamy, by, 
afilgning them a particular drefs, obliging them to retire at a fixed hour, and 
confining their refidence to particular ftreets. 

The king did not content himfelf with the mere adoption of wholefbme re- 
gulations ; with equal vigilance he fuperintended their execution ; by which 
means the practical part of his, government was rendered conformable to its the- 
ory. The natural effe&s of good order in the flate became every where vifible j 
peace and tranquillity produced plenty and happinefs ; and, while the kingdom 
fiourifhed, the revenues of the crown increafed in proportion.. 

A. D. 1263, 126.4.] The high reputation which Lewis now defervedly bore 
for juflice and integrity, produced an appeal from Henry the Third of England, 



media 



between them . This 



could fafely have been entrufled with fuch an authority by a neighbouring nation, 
had never ceafed to interpofehis good offices between the Englifli factions ; and 
had exerted his utmoft endeavours in order to accommodate the differences be- 
tween Henry and the factious earl of Leicefter ; but found,, that the fears and 
animofities on both fides,, as well as the ambition of Leicefter, were fo violent 
us to render all his efforts* ineffectual . But, when this folemn appeal, ratified by 

the oaths and fubfcriptions.of the leaders in both factions, was made to his judg- 
ment, he was not difcouraged from purfuing his honourable purpofet. He. 
fummoned the flates of the kingdom at Amiens ; and there, in the prefence of 
this afTembly, as well as in that of the king of England, and Peter de Montfort, 
Leicefter's fon, he brought this great caufe to a trial and. examination. It ap^ 



peared 



by which the whole power of the 



ftate had been wrefted from the king,, and lodged in the hands of twenty-four 
barons^ — even had they not been extorted by force, had they not been. fo. exor- 
bitant in their nature, and fubverfive of the ancient conftitution,. were exprefsly 
eftablifhed as a temporary expedient, and could not, without- breach of truft, be.- 
rendered perpetual- by the barons. He therefore annulled thefe provifions j 
reftored to the ■ king the poffeflion of thofe caftles which had been taken from 



aim 



rebels^ and the power of nomination- to the gr.eat.-omc 

* TmU dc la .Police, 1, iii, tit, v. p, 490, i Hume,, vol. iL-g. .200, 



t 




1264.] LEWIS THE NINTH* 46* 

him to retain what foreigners he pleafed in his kingdom, and even to confer on' 
them places of truft and dignity ; and, in a word, re-eftablifhed the royal power 
in the fame condition in which it flood before the meeting of that parliament by 
which the above provifions had been enforced. But, while he thus fuppreffed 
dangerous innovations, and prefer ved unimpaired the prerogatives of the Eng- 
lifli crown ; he was not negligent of the rights of the people ; and, befides order- 
ing that a general amnefty fhould be granted for ail paft offences, he declared, 
that his award was not any wife meant to derogate from the privileges and liber- 



former conceffions. or charters of the 



crown* 



This equitable fentence was no fooner known in England, than Leicefter and 
his confederates determined to rejeft it, and to have recourfe to arms, in order' 



mor 



The 



was again expofed to the flames of civil war, and the moft deftru&ive depre- 4 
dations proclaimed the reign of anarchy and difcorcL After various fuccefs, a 



fham 



1265, 



when the royalifts proved viftorious ; Leicefter himfelf, with his eldeft fon, 
Hugh le Defpenfer, an>d about an hundred and fixty knights, and many other* 
gentlemen of his party, were fkinin the action. 

A total vi<ftory of the fovereign over fo extenfive* a rebellion commonly pro- 
duces a revolution in government,, and ftrengthens, as well as enlarges, for feme 
time, the prerogatives of the crown; Yet no facrifices of national liberty were 
made by the Englilh on this occafion ; the great charter remained ftill- inviolate ; 
and the king, fenfible that his awn barons, by whofe afiiftance alone he had- 
prevailed, were no lefs^ jealous of their independence than the other party, 
feems thenceforth to have more carefully abftained from all thofe exertions of 
power, which had afforded fo plaufible a pretext to the rebels. The clemen- 
cy of this viftory is alfo remarkable.- no blood was fhed on the fcaffold : ni? 



were 



gh a parliament,. afTembled at Winchefter 



had borne arms againft the king, eafy compofitions were made with them for 
their landst and the higheft fum,. levied on the moft obnoxious offenders, ex-* 
ceeded not five years rent of their eftate- The mild difpofition of Henry, and* 
the prudence of his fon, prince Edward, tempered the infolence- of victory, 
and gradually reftored order to the feveral members of the ftate, disjointed by 
folonga continuance of civil wars and commotions. 



O — 7 — - " — 

his, fifth fon , Peter, count of Alencon, and; J 
counties, of Blois and Chartres, and to many ctl 
dy. and Flanders.. The princefs had but juft 



mar 



Picar 
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county of Chartres, Brie-Comte-Robert, and Bonneval, were given her as a 
marriage portion, and the king fettled on her an annual penHon of twelve thou- 

. fand livres*. 

The attention of all Europe was fixed, at this period, on the fovereign pon- 
tiff, who was negociating a treaty with the count of Anjou, relative to the crown 
of Sicily. Three material obftacles prefented themfelves to the conclulion of 
this famous treaty — the inconteftible right of Conradine to the Sicilian throne ; 
the donation which had been made of it by Alexander the Fourth, to prince Ed- 
mond of England ; and, laftly, the dignity of a Rom an- fenator, which had been 
recently conferred on the count of Anjou, and which he had fworn to preferve 
during his life :■ — this dignity, which was extremely prejudicial to the authority 
of the Roman pontiffs, had been inftituted almofl a hundred and twenty years 
before, in order to check the daring enterprifes of Innocent the Second, who 
look every means of opprefling the citizens of Rome. The power it conferred 
was precarious and unfixed, depending on the ftate of affairs, and on the har- 
mony that fnbfifled between the people and the pope. It was generally beftow- 
<ed on a Roman nobleman, and the term of its duration was two years. But 
the citizens, difcontented with the conduct of their countrymen, expelled all 

the nobles from their city, and looked out for a foreign prince, fufficiently pow- 
erful to preferve order and juftice among them. Their choice fell upon the 
count of Anjou, whofe laft victory had greatly enhanced his reputation,. and 
they accordingly elected him for their perpetual fenator. Charles accepted, 
without hefitation, a title that conferred on him a kind of fovereignty in the 
capital of the chriftian world ; he engaged, by oath, to repair to Rome within a 
given term, and, in the mean time, fent them a body of troops, under the com- 
mand of Gaucelin, a native of Provence, whom he appointed his vicar. Urban 
was greatly chagrined at this circumftance, which totally annihilated the little 
authority he enjoyed, during his abfence from Rome ; for, during the troubles 
which prevailed in Italy, the popes feldom refided in their capital, but took up 
their abode at Agnani, Viterbo, or fome other place in the ecclefiaftical domi- 
nions. Thus the count, far from having any reafon to hope for a crown from 
the friendfliip of the fovereign pontiff, might have expefted to feel the effefts 
of his refentment, llnce he had violated one of the firft conditions propofed to 
him 5 that of not accepting the office of fenator, if it fhould be offered him by 
the citizens of Rome.' Yet all thefe difficulties were fpeedily furmounted by 
the intrepid zeal of the pope, who fent the cardinal Saint Cecilia as his legate, 
to complete a negociation which his nuncios had fuccefsfully begun. 

The new minifter, a man of deep penetration and confummate art, had or^ 
ders to conclude nothing without the king's confent j to clear up the doubts of 
Lewis on the legality of Conradine's depofal ; to calm his fcruples as to the 

m 
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rights of prince Edmond ; not to betray any kind of eagernefs in the bufinefs to 
the count, only to exprefs, in general terms, the pope's affeftion for him and all * 
the royal family, and even to ftart difficulties in the way of any accommodation; 
that might be propofed in order to bring him, by degrees, to confent to fuch re- 
ftriftions as were deemed necefTary for preferving the authority of the holy fee ; 
and, laftly, to enter into no pofitive engagement with regard to the inyeiiiture 
till all the preliminaries had been finally arranged. He had alfo received written 
inftru&ions as to the relaxation he might make in his demands of an annual impoft, 
or tribute, of a thoufand ounces of gold, which the pope required from the new 
fovereign of Sicily ; on the limitation of the fucceffion, and on the number of 
troops which he was to employ on this expedition. The legate was farther 
charged with levying a tenth, which the fovereign pontiff had exacted on this 
occafion, from the French clergy ; to exert himfelf with the queen in order to 
perfuade her to an immediate accommodation with her brother-in-law, againfl 
whom fhehadfome grounds of complaint; to reprefent to that prince that he 
could not keep the office of fenator without expofing himfelf to eternal damna- 
tion; in a word, to exhort the king to exaft an oath from his brother that he 

would refign that dignity within five years at the iatefi ; by which he would not- 
p injure himfelf, becaufe the oath he had already taken to the citizens- of Rome, 

would be virtually revoked by that which he fhould take to the fovereign pon- 
tiff. <c Strange morality \" exclaims Velly — " but the popes, in thofe times, 

u affumedthe right of abfolving people from the moft facred promises, when- 
" ever thofe promifes tended to invade their own authority, or to attack the in- 
" terefts of the holy fee*." 

The commiffion with which the legate was entrufted was of a delicate na- 
ture; but being endued with all the necefTary qualifications for an able negocia- 
tor, he difcharged it with punftuality and addrefs, and overcame difficulties 
apparently infurmountable. Though Lev/is could not poffibly aflent to the juf- 
tice of the pope's conduct, in depofing the family of the emperor Frederic, yet- 
he tacitly fubmitted to the authority of the council of Lyons. As to the rights 
of Edmond of England, they were eafiiy over-ruled, by the negledt of that 
prince to comply with the conditions on which thofe rights were exprefsly 
founded ; befides, the king of England had publicly renounced all pretentions 
to the throne of Sicilyt. Charles, on his part, feduced by the {plendid tempta- 
tions of a crown, and impelled by the lolicitations of his wife Beatrice, who a£* 
pired to the fame dignity to which her three fitters had already attained, con- 
fent ed to every propofal, and fubmitted to all the humiliating conditions which 
the pope chofe to impofe on him. 

Nothing remained but to fign.the treaty, when pope Urban was feized with 
diforder that proved fatal: he was fucceeded in the papacy by GuyFulcodi, & 

1 
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Frenchman, who aflumed the appellation of Clement the Fourth. This pontiff 
being well acquainted with the difpofition of the count of Anjou, renewed the 
negociation which had been carried on by his predeceffor. The firft ufe he made 
of his authority* was, to pronounce, with the confent, and by the advice, of the 
cardinals, the throne of Sicily vacant by the felony of Conradine and Mainfroy, 
and by the renunciation of prince Edmond ; to declare that the church of R.ome 
had an undoubted right to difpofe of it at its pleafure ; and that (lie could he- 
flow it as a fief on, or entruft the government of it to, whomfoever flie chole. 
The principal difficulties being removed, the whole matter was fpeedily fettled, 
and the treaty, confuting of thirty-five articles, drawn up, and figned. Some of 
thefe fecured the liberty of the dominions of Rome from the enterprifes of fu- 
ture monarchs j others adopted means for preventing the re-union of Sicily to 
the empire ; fome fettled the degree of dependence in which that kingdom was 
Jto remain on the holy fee ; and others regulated the fucceflion after the death of 
Charles, and the meafures to be purfuedfor wrefting the fceptre from the hands 
of Mainfroy. — -They are all expreffive of the arrogance of the Roman pontiff, 
who dared to impofe the moft rigorous and humiliating conditions ; and of the 



fe 



As foon 



as the treaty was figned, a tenth was levied on the clergy of France, by the 
cardinal Saint Cecilia, to fupport the count of Anjou in the acquifition of his 
new dominions. 

The pope now ordered a crufade to be preached throughout France againft 
Mainfroy, whom he called, the execrable branch of a curjed flock^ which ought 
to bebroke?i and beat 'e?i to pieces like the Jlatiie of Nebuchadnezzar. The ban- 
ner of the crofs was unfurled againft the domeftic enemy of the Vatican ; and 
Charles, at the head of the chivalry of France, on the plains of Beneventum, 
defpoiled Mainfroy of his crown and life. The death of the ufurper awakened 

from obfeurity the pretenilons of Conradine ; but the juilice of his claims could 

neither fecure him from the unjuft enmity of the pope, nor the ambitious cruel- 
ty of the count of Anjou, The young prince was met by the enemy in the vi- 
cinity of Tagliacozzo, near the lake of Celano ; a bloody conflift enfued, in 
which the French were at firft routed, but, having recourfe to a ftratagem, they 
at length put the troops of Conradine to flight, and took him prifoner. The 
"unfortunate youth was conveyed, by his ferocious conqueror, to Naples, where 
he was bafely maflacred, in cool blood, upon a fcaffold ; and his death was at- 
tended with every circumftance that could aggravate the guilt of the affafTin, 
whofe eftablifliment on the throne of the two Sicilies gave rife to what the 
French have ftiled the firft race of Anjou. 

A. D. 1266, 1267.] During thefe iniquitous tranfaftions in Italy, Lewis was 
fecretly planning a fecond expedition to the Holy Land. The wifdom of bus 

* Spicil f torn. iii. p. 649.. 
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regulations had eftablifhed tranquillity in his dominions ; his treatures were re- 
cruited, his finances augmented, and his hopes expanded. He now imparted 
his refolution to the Roman pontiff', who, at firft, evinced a difpofition to dif 1 
fuade him from a fcheme which he wifely confidered as impolitic ; but, his opi- 
nion fpeedily changing, he wrote to the king in a very different ftyle, expreffed 
his admiration of his wifdom, and ftrenuoufly exhorted him to haften the exe- 
cution of an enterprife, which, .he faid, muft have been infpired by heaven. 
The chriftians in Syria were, at this period, reduced to the moft diftrefted fitu- 
ation: not lefs harraffed by inteftine divifions, than by the attacks of a powerful 
and inveterate foe, their final expulfion from Paleftine appeared to be at hand. 
Bondocdar, who, from the obfcure ftation of a private foldier, had attained to 
the regal dignity, now occupied the united thrones of Egypt, Jerufalem, Da- 
mafcus, Aleppo, and Arabia: enraged at a breach of faith, on the part of the 
chriftians, he affembled an army of three hundred thoufand horfe, with which 
he entered Paleftine, ravaged the open country, and, having taken Nazareth, 
reduced it to a heap of ruins. He next attacked Cefarea, which he carried by 
alTault ; and, the citadel having furrendered by capitulation, all the inhabitants 
were expelled, and the fortifications, which had been raifed by Lewis, were to- 
tally demoliihed*. Caiphas experienced a fimilar fate ; the pilgrims' caftle, in- 
deed, repelled the attacks of the proud conqueror, who immediately wreaked 
his vengeance on Arfuph, an important place, in defence of which, no lefs than 
ninety of the knights-templars loft their lives. At the fortrefs of Mont fort, Bon- 
docdar experienced a fecond difapp ointment ; but at Sapheto he reduced the in~ 
habitants to the neceflity of capitulating, and, though he agreed to grant them 
their lives, he inhumanly maffacred all fuch as refufed to embrace mahometan- 
ifm, and fent the reft into Egypt. He then advanced to Saint John of Acre ; 
laid wafte the environs, and threatened to lay fiege to the town itielf, as foon as 
he fhould have received his battering machines from Cairo. 

This rapid fuccefs of the infidels alarmed the chriftian world, and awakened 
the zeal of the crufaders. The pope exhorted all the chriftian princes either to 
repair in perfon to the relief of Paleftine, or to contribute fuch fuccours as their 
circumftances would admit of. Councils were holden, tenths exacted from the 
clergy, public prayers ordered, and, in proportion as the evil increafed, the 
care to provide a remedy redoubled. In this fituation of affairs it was natural 
to fuppofe that Lewis would not remain ina<ftive ; having taken his final refolu- 
tion, he fummoned all the nobles of the realm to repair to Parisf , in order to 
deliberate on a matter of importance. He there reprefented to them the 
wretched ftate of the chriftians in Paleftine, which called for relief, immediate 
and effettual ; that relief, he faid, he was refolved to grant, and he trufted that 
his example would be generally followed by the affembly. The reafons urged 
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by the king were enforced by the pope's legate, who gave the crofs to Lewis 
and his three eldeft fons, Philip, John, and Peter ; to the counts of Flanders 
and Brittany; toBeaujeu, lord of Montpenfier, the count d'Eu, Guy de Laval 
and to a great number of barons and gentlemen. 

As foon as the king's intentions were made known through the kingdom, 
fbldiers haftened to his ftandard from all quarters. The king of Navarre, and 

his brother, prince Henry, with a numerous train of knights, aflumedthe crofs; 
the young count of Artois, nephew to Lewis, and fon to that count of Artois 
who was killed at Maflbura, relblved to attend his uncle, in order to revenge 
the death of his father ; the duke of Burgundy, too, expreffed a fimilar refo- 
lution. In fliort, almoft all the nobility of the kingdom appear to have been 
animated by the fame fpirit of enthufiafin. — The mofb confiderable of thefe were 
the counts of Saint Paul, Vendome, la Marche, and Soiflbns ; Gilles and Har- 
douin de Mailly ; Ralph and John de Nefle ; the lords of Fiennes, Nemours, 
Montmorenci, and Melun ; the count of Guifnes ; the lord of Harcourt ; Mat- 
thew de Roye ; Florent de Varennes ; Ralph d'Etrees ; Gilles de la Tournelle; 
Maurice de Craon ; John de Rochefort ; the Marelchal de Mirepoix ; Enguer- 
rand de Bailleul ; Peter de Saux ; and John de Beaumont. 

A» D. 1270.] Having fettled all the affairs of his kingdom, and the future 
eftablilhments of his children, he entrufted the reins of government, during his 

abfence, to Matthew, abbot of Saint Denis, who was defcended from the noble 
houfe of Vendome ; and to Simon de Clermont, lord of Nefle — both men of ap- 
proved probity, and confummate prudence. The crufaders atfembled at 
Aigues-Mortes, a fmall fea-port in Languedoc, near the mouth of the Rhone, 
.where they had embarked on their laft expedition. 

Now, as before, opinions were divided as to the courfe they fhould fleer ; 
fome infilled on the neceflity of proceeding immediately to the relief of Saint 
John of Acre, which was the only place of ftrength now pofleffed by the chrif- 
tians in Paleftine ; others, undifmayed by the calamities which the laft crufa- 
ders had experienced in Egypt, maintained the policy of firft fecuring Alexan- 
dria ; while a third fet, and that the moft numerous, gave their voices in fa- 
vour of an expedition to Tunis, the monarch of which place (whofe name is, 
by fome, faid to have been Muley-Mortanga, by others Omar) had profefled 
his inclination to abjure the tenets of Mahomet for thofe of Chrift. This laft 
advice, ftrange as it may appear, prevailed ; the religious enthufiafm of Lewis 
%vas highly gratified by the idea of converting a king, and the immenfe treafures 
which Tunis was faid to contain, flattered the avarice of the more interefted 
-crufaders : the fleet accordingly failed for the coaft of Africa, on the firft of 
July, and effected a landing in the vicinity of Tunis ; but, inftead of a willing 
convert, in the king of Tunis, Lewis was deftined to encounter an aftive and a 
formidable foe. The caftle of Carthage was the firft objeft of attack ; it v/a 
foon taken by aflault, and the town, which had no fortifications, Tubmitted of 
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courfe. Here Lewis refolved to wait for the arrival of his brother, the king 
of Sicily, before he attacked the city of Tunis, which was ftrongly fortified, 
and defended by a brave and numerous garrifon. But the exceflive heat of the 
climate, the want of water, the badnefs of their provifions, and the fhowers of 
burning land raifed by the machines of the Saracens, and blown by the wind 
into the faces of the chriftians, foon brought on a peftilential diforder, which, 
in a very fhort time, deftroyed one half of the army*. The king himfelf, at 
length, caught the infe&ion, and, after giving the moft falutary advice to his 
fon and luccefTor, and exhibiting the firongefl proofs of chriftian patience and 
fortitude, he religned his breath on the twenty-fifth of Auguft, in the fifty-fixth 
year of his age, and the forty-fourth of his reign. . .. 

This monarch, as it has been juftly obferved by an Engliftrhiftoriant, united 
to the mean and abjeft fuperftition of a monk, all the courage and magnanimity 
of the greateft hero ; and, what is perhaps more extraordinary, the juftice and 
integrity of a difinterefted patriot, the mildnefs and humanity of an accompliftied 

philofopher. — The few errors into which he fell, arofe principally from an ex- 
cefs of religious zeal ; and they were fo greatly exceeded by his numerous vir- 
tues, that it would be invidious to dwell on them* 

In reciting the tranfa&ions of this reign, we have had frequent occafion to 
notice the ftriift attention of Lewis to a prompt and impartial adminiftration of 
juftice. He greatly encouraged the pra&ice of appeals, and frequently admi- 
niftered juftice in perfon with all the ancient limplicity. u I have often feen 
" the faint," fays Joinville, u fit under the {hade of an oak, in the wood of 
tc Vincennes, when all who had any complaint freely approached him. At other. 
" times he gave orders tofpread a carpet in a garden, and, feating himfelf upon. 
u it, heard the caufes that were brought before him.t" 

For facilitating the accomplifhment of an objeft which he had thus conftantly 
in view, he undertook to eftablifh an uniformity and certainty in all legal pro- 
ceedings ; for which purpofe he compiled that code of laws which are known by 
the appellation of Eftabliffemens cle Saint Louis, and which contain a large col- 
leftionof cuftoms, and regulations, divided into two hundred and ten chapters ; 
they were publiflied in the year 1270, juft before his departure for Tunis. Thefe 
eftablifhments, though well adapted to ferve as general laws to the whole king- 
dom, were not publiflied as fuch, but only as a complete code of cuftomarylaw 
to be of authority within the king's domains. But the wifdom, the equity, and 
the order, confpicuous in that code of Saint Lewis, procured it a favourable 
reception throughout the kingdom. The veneration due to the virtues and good 
intentions of its author, contributed not a little to reconcile the nation to that 
iegiflative authority, which the king began to affume. 
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Lewis did not difplay his wifdom more in the adoption of new regulations 

than in the abolition of fuch oldcuftoms as were repugnant to reafon and hu- 
manity. In order to check the exercife of private war, which threatened the 
diffolution of government, he publifhed an ordonnance, in 1245, prohibiting 
any perfonto commence hoftilities againft the friends and vafTals of his adveria- 
ry, until forty days after the commiffion of the crime or offence which gave 
rife to the quarrel, declaring, that if any man prefumed to tranfgrefs this fta- 
tute, he fhould be confidered as guilty of a breach of the public peace, and be 
tried and puniflied by the judge ordinary as a traitor*. This was called the 
royal truce ^ and afforded time for the violence of refentment to fubiide, as well 
as leifure for the good offices of fuch as were willing to compofe the difference!. 

Lewis alfo aboBfhed the abfurd and barbarous cuilom of trial by combat, en- 
deavouring tointroduce a more perfeft jurifprudence, by fubftituting the trial 
by evidence in its place- But his regulations, with refpeft to this, were confin- 
ed to his own domains ; for the great vaffals of the crown pofleffed fuch inde- 
pendent authority, and were lb fondly attached to the ancient practice, that he 
durft: not venture to extend it to the whole kingdom. Some barons voluntarily 
adopted his regulations. The fpirit of courts became averfe to the mode of 
decifion by combat, and difcouraged it on every occafion. The nobles, never- 
thelefs, thought it fo honourable to depend for the fecurity of their lives and 
fortunes on their own courage alone, and contended with fo much vehemence 
for the prefervation of this favourite privilege of their order, that the fuccef- 
{brs of Saint Lewis, unable to oppofe, and afraid of offending fuch powerful 
fubje&s, were obliged not only to tolerate, but to authorife the pra&ice which 
lie had attempted to abolifh. 

It was ufual^ at this period, for hufbands not to fleep with their wives the 
three firft nights after the celebration .of their marriaget. The inhabitants of 
Abbeville, juftly enraged at this unreafonable prohibition, refufed to comply 
with the cuftom ; the mayor and aldermen of the town accordingly prefented 
a petition to parliament, and obtained a decree, by which it was finally deter- 
mined,, that the hufbands might freely Jleep with their wives , the three firft nights 7 
;zvithout the permiffion of the bifhop and his officers^. 

Another cuftom, ftill more ftrange, obtained in France, which it is furprifing- 
Lewis did not abolifh : this was the right of prelibation, or markette^ claimed 
by the nobles, which confifted in fleeping with fuch brides as were their vafTals 
the firfl night of their marriage ; even bifhops and abbots enjoyed and exerted 
this privilege, in their capacit)^ of fuperior barons. The learned Papebroch, 
fays Velly, informs us, that even now that right is enforced by noblemen over 
their peafants, in fome provinces of the Low Countries of Friezeland, and of 

* Ordon. U i. p. 56, + Robertfon. J Bibl. Univ. xix. Mar. Ann. 1409. || Thaumas de la. 
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Germany*. It is certain, from a variety of exifting records, that it was exert- 
ed with great rigour in France. In a title-deed, in 1507, relating to the reve- 
nues of the barony of Saint Martin, we read, that the count d'£u has right of 
pre lib at ion in the f aid place in cafe of marriage t. Boethius relates a lingular 
fact on this fubjedt : " I have been prefent (fays he), at the Metropolitan 
" court at Bourges, when a caule was tried by appeal, on the part of a curate, 
cc who claimed the right of fleeping with every young bride, the firft night, 
according to eftablifhed cuftom." The claim, however, was rejected with 
indignation, the cuftom unanimoufly profcribed, and the prielt condemned to 
pay a fine. 



The exorbitant pretenfions of the court of Rome, at this peidod, werefuchas 



to become an object of cenfure to the clergy, as well as to the^fSity./If we open 
the hiftories of thole times, fays Velly,we fhail find it reprefente#as iT ^ie feat of ava- 
rice and ambition; the pope is depicted by contemporary writers as an abfolute 
defpot, who facrificed the rights of bifhops, whom he confidered as his flaves, 

to his own caprice ; as a prelumptuous judge, who, thinking himfelf above the 
law, imagined his will alone fufficient to render lawful what from its very nature 
was an objett of profcriptiont* One while he is reprefented as a tyrant, who 
cares little for the happinefs of his fubjefts, but feeks to enrich his relations, by 
appointing them legates, with full power, fays Pafquier, to rifle all the ecclefiafti- 
cal benefices in the kingdoms whither they are fentfl ; for, the right of vifitation^ 
as it was then called, founded in deipotifm and cupidity, was carried to themoft 
fhameful cxcefs. Hence the jufl indignation expreffed by the clergy, under the 
reign of Robert, when the Roman pontiff ordered a church to be confecrated in 
the diocefe of Tours, not only without the leave, but even againft the will of 
the archbiftiop: "It is a defpicable thing (fays a contemporary author§), that. 
u a man, feated on the apoftolic chair, fhould, with facrilegious prefumption, 
u violate the ordonnances and ftatutes of the apoftles." Hence, too, the pa* 
thetic exclamations of St. Bernard^", againft a tribunal at which riches prevail- 
ed over merit and capacity; u Where," fays he, "limony, and concubinage, and 
u inceft are fure to find favour, if their fblicitations be accompanied with pre- 
cc fents." It was this made the monk of Moliens remark**, " That at Rome, 
u when gold murmurs the law is filent ; and right bows down at the found of 
" money." Hence, too, the reproaches of the fame St. Bernard to cardinal 
Jourdain, the pope's legate, who, he tells us, had traverfed Germany, France, 
and Normandy, u filling allthofe regions, not with the gofpeL but with facri- 
" legions proceedings, and fhameful exactions, plundering the churches, and 
u conferring ecclefiaftical dignities on young men, who were better verfed in. 
" the fcience of the world, than in that of religiontt." 



* In Vit. S. For. Abb. Walciod. f Laur. Gloff. de Droit. Franc, au mot. < Cullage.' % S, Bernards 
Epi. 53* ad Pafch. || Recher. de la Fr. I. ii.c. 21, p. 34. § Rad. Glab.Lii. 5 S. Bern. Epift* 
ad Eng. ** Rom.MSS. intit, Dc Charite 3 DuCange Obf. fur Join v. p. loo. if- St. Bernard r Ep. 2*90. 
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In order to put a flop the encroachments of the' pope, and the licentious con- 
duct of his minifters, Lewis iffued that famous oE r donnance, fo well known by 
the name of the Pragmatic Sanction; he there confirmed the prelates, and all 
the patrons of livings, in the full enjoyment of their rights j lecured the liber- 
ties of the Gallican church from the invafions of the court of Rome ; banifhed 
fimony from the kingdom, as apeft highly prejudicial 'to religion ; ordered all 
promotions, collations, provifions, and difpofals of prelacies, dignities, livings, 
or ecclefiaftical offices, to be made according to the rules eftablifhed by the com- 
mon law, by the facred councils, and by the ancient fathers ; and, finally, for- 
bade the court of Ronie to levy, in future, any of thofe imports which had inv 
poverifhedthe kijgdom, without his exprefs permiflion, and the confent of the 
Gallican clnjrchl^This wife edift was paffed in 1268. 

Two orde^-p^monks, both mendicants, the Auguftins and the Carmes, were 
fettled in Paris during this reign* The Auguftins were a fociety compofed of 
feveral hermits, who had refided in different parts, worn different drefles, and 
were governed by different rules* — They were united under one fuperior by 
pope Alexander the Fourth, who fubjefted them to the rules of Saint Auguftin, 
and gave them the drefs of that order. — Lanfranc was their firft general: they 
foon quitted their deferts, and eftablifhed their refidence in the great towns. In 
the year 1259, they came to Paris, and had a houfe in the Rue Montmartre, near 
to that which is ftill called, after them, by the name of the Reux des Vicux Au- 
guftins . 

The order of Carmes originated in Syria, and was compofed of a great num- 
ber of weftern pilgrims, who were diiperfed in different hermitages in Pales- 
tine, where they led a life of great aufterity. But, as they were inceffantly ex- 
pofed to the attacks of the infidels, Aymeri, the pope's legate, and patriarch of 
Antioch, collected them all together on Mount Garmel, towards the end of the 
twelfth century. In 1205, a native of Amiens, named Albert, who was defen- 
ded from Peter the Hermit, the firft preacher of the crufades, eftablifhed rules 
for them, which were confirmed, in 1227, by pope Honorius the Third. Saint 
-Lewis brought fome of them with him from the Holy Land, and built a church 
and convent for them on the banks of the Seine, where the Celeftins afterwards 
refided. It was not till the reign of Philip the Fair, that they removed to the 
Place Maubert, in order to be nearer the univerfity. 

Lewis alfo founded and endowed many other convents and hofpitals, as well 
at Paris as in the provinces. Among thefe were the Mathurins at Fontainbleau ; 
the Jacobins and Cordeliers at Paris ; the abbies of Royaumont, Longchamp, 
Lis, and MaubifTon ; Vauvert, a refidence of the Carthufians at Paris ; and, in 
different towns, feveral convents of women, called Beguines, either from the 
name of their veil, or from that of their founder, Lambert le Begue (the Stam- 
merer.) The famous college of the Sorbonne was eftablifhed for the ftudy of 
theology, in the year 1253, by an ecclefiaftic, named Robert, fprimg fro«i ?fc 



4 
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fcure parents, who redded at Sorbonne, a fmall village in the Rhetelois. The 
poor mafterS) as the firfi dolors of the Sorbonne were called, were indebted, 

for the houfe in which they redded/ as well as for many other advantages, to 

the liberality of Lewis . 
About the year 1260 a fingular fpecies of fanaticifin. appeared in Europe*, 

which was neither ordained by authority nor excited by eloquence : u When 
all Italy was fullied with crimes of every kind," fays the monk of Saint 
fuftina, in Padua, "a certain fudden fuperftition, hitherto unknown to the 



" world, firfl feized the inhabitants of Perufa, afterwards the Romans, and then 



u almoft all the nations of Italy. — To fuch a degree wefe they affe&ed with the 
" fear of God, that noble, as well as ignoble perfons, youngL and old, even 



u children of five years of age, would go naked about the^lReetg, with only 
u their private parts covered, and, without any fenfe of ftian3fe^||fas walked in 



cc 



u public, two and two, in the manner of a folemn proceffion. ^Every one of 
cc them held in his hand a fcourge made of leather thongs, and with tears and 
" groans they laflied themfelves on their backs, till the blood ran, all the while 
u weeping and giving tokens of the fame bitter affliction as if they had really 
" been fpe&ators of the paffion of our Saviour, imploring forgivenefs of God 
and his mother, and praying that he who had been appealed by the repentance 
of fomany finners, would not difdain theirs. 

u And not only in the day time, but like wife during the night, hundreds, 
thoufands, and ten thoufands of thefe penitents, ran, notwithftanding the ri- 
gour of winter, about the flreets, and in churches, with lighted wax-tapers 
in their hands, and preceded by priefts, who carried erodes and banners along 
with them, and with humility proftrated themfelves before the altars : the 
fame fcenes were exhibited in fmall towns and villages ; fo that the mountains 
" and theiields feemed to refound alike the voices of men who were crying to 
God. 

All mufical inftruments and love-ibngs then ceafed to be heard. The only 
cc mufic that prevailed, both in town and country, was that of the mournful 
voice of the penitent, whofe forrowful accents might have moved hearts of 
flint ; and even the eyes of the obdurate finner could not refrain from tears. 
" Nor were women exempt from this general fpirit of devotion ; for, not only 
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thofe among the common people, but alio matrons and young maidens of not 
ble families, would modeftly perform the fame mortifications in their own 
rooms. Then thofe who were at enmity became friends. Ufurers and rob- 
bers haftened to reftore their ill-gotten wealth to the right owners. Others, 
who were contaminated with different crimes, confeded them with humility, 
" and renounced their vanities. Gaols were thrown open, prifoners were re- 
" leafed, and thofe who were banifhed permitted to return to their native habi- 
tations. So many, and fuch great works of fanctity, infhort, were then per- 
formed both by men and women, that it feemed as if an univerfal apprehen- 



cc 
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fion had feized mankind, that the Divine Power was preparing either to con- 
fume them by fire, or deftroy them by earthquakes, or fome other of 
4C thofe means which Divine Juftice knows how to employ for avenging crimes. 

u Sucfr a fudden repentance, which had thus diftufed itfelf all over Italy, 
a and had even reached other countries, not only the unlearned, but wife per- 
" fons alfo admired. They wondered whence fuch vehement fervour of piety 
" could have proceeded ; efpecially fmce fuch public penances and ceremonies 
" had been unheard of in former times; had not been approved by the fove- 
" reign pontiff, who was then refiding at Anagni ; nor recommended by any 
" preacher, nor perfoftof eminence, but had taken their origin among iimple 
i£ perfons, who|kexample both learned and unlearned had alike followed*. ;; 



This fed&of c l?Tagella?2ts was excluded from Sicily by the prudence of Main- 



froy, who f<fjpe® ? that fome defigning chief might take advantage of their en- 
thufiafm, to breed difturbances in his kingdom. In Germany they were treated 
with contempt ; in Poland they were threatened with imprifonment ; and, in 
France, where the enthufiafm of fuperftition had taken another direction, there 
appeared no difpofition to receive them : though, at a fubfequent period, under 
the reign of Henry the Third, the flagellants were not only tolerated, but openly 
protected by the king. They adopted the cuftom of flagellating themfelves in 
public, from a ftrained interpretation of the paffage in the Pfalmift — " Ad fla- 
" gella paratus fumt." 



PHILIP THE THIRD 



SURNAME D THE HARDY. 



A. D. 1270.] THE death of Lewis diffufed an univerfal confteraation 
throughout the chriftian camp,; and that monarch had no fooner refigned his 
breath than the founds of trumpets announced the arrival of his brother, the 
king of Sicily. Charles, aftonifhed to find his falute unanfwered, began to be 
alarmed ; and, leaving his troops to the care of his officers, galloped towards 
the royal tent, where the firft objeft that prefented itfelf to his fight was the 
corpfe of his brother, extended on thofe afties which the pious monarch had cho? 
fen for his death bed. Shocked at the fpeftacle, he threw himfelf on the ground, 

f 

f De Lolme, Hift, of the Flagellants, p. 347, ct feq. f Id, ib. p. 357, 
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luffed the cold feet of Lewis, and gave vent to his forrow in a torrent of tears. 

When the firft guft of grief was over, the princes made the neceflary difpofltion 
for purfuing with vigour the war againft the infidels. Philip, however, previ- 
oufly received the homage of his new fubje&s, and difpatched meflengers to 
France, with letters confirming the regents of the kingdom in their authority, 
and all the minifters and governors of provinces in their refpe&ive offices. 

The Saracens, who frequently appeared in great numbers in the vicinity of 
the camp, were worfted in every fkirmifh ; and, in two general engagements, 
they fuftained a total defeat, attended with confiderable flaughter. But ftill 
he numbers they loft by this means were fpeedily replaced, while the army of 

the chriftians daily diminifhed ; and, to add to the diftreft of ^eir fituation, the 
peftilential difeafe, which had deftroyed their king, continued jto rage with una- 
bated violence. Induced by thefe confiderations, Philip judged^it prudent to 
accept the terms proffered by the king of Tunis, and a truce for ten years was 
accordingly concluded, on the following conditions : 

" That the port of Tunis fhould in future be open for the reception of mer- 
chandife, without being liable to thofe heavy duties which they had hitherto 
paid ; that, in lieu of fuch duties, only a tenth of all merchandife fhould be ex- 
acted ; that all the chriftians who had been imprifbned on the approach of the 
French army, fhould be fet at liberty ; that the free exercife of their religion 
fhould be allowed them, with full permiflion to build churches, and to make as 
many converts from Mahometanifm as they could, without hindrance -or moles- 
tation ; that the king of Tunis fhould bind himfelf, by oath, to pay the ao- 
cuftomed tribute to the Sicilian monarch ; and that he fhould defray all the ex- 
pences incurred on account of the war, as well by the king of France as by his 
barons, which amounted to two hundred and ten thoufand ounces of gold ; one 
half of which was to be paid immediately, and the other in two years*." 

Hoftilities ceafed on the firft of November, and foon after the whole army 
embarked for Trapani, where the kings of France and Sicily, with all the princes 
and barons, entered Into a folemn engagement, to meet at any place that 
fhould' be appointed, at the expiration of four years from the end of July fol- 
lowing^ in order to repair to Paleftine. 

A. D. 127 1.] At Trapani the king loft his brother-in-law, Thibaud the 
Fifth, king of Navarre, a prince univerfally efteemed for his excellent qualities 
both of heart and head. Dying without children, he was fucceeded in his do- 
minions by his brotfher Henry. The queen of Navarre died four months after 
her hufband. From Trapani Philip proceeded to the court of Sicily, and from 
thence to Calabria, where he was deftined to experience a ftill greater lofst. 
The queen, who was pregnant, pafiing the river Savuto, near Martorano fell 

from her horfe ; and the hurt fhe received, together with the fright fhe expert 
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cnced, produced a mifcarriage, of which fhe died at Cozenza, greatly and de« 
fervedly lamented. The king, to relieve the anxiety of his mind, repaired to 

the court of Rome ; and, purfuing his journey through the principal cities of Ita- 
ly, repofed a fliort time at Lyons, and entered his capital amidft the acclama- 
tions of his people. Yet France had reafon to lament the deftruftive confe- 
quences of the enterprife from which he returned : befides the namelefs multi- 
tude that perilhed on the coaft of Africa, in the ifland of Sicily, and in hispro- 
grefs through Italy, Philip loft his father Lewis, his brother John, his queen 
Ifabella, his brother-in-law and fifter, the king and queen of Navarre, his un- 
cle and aunt, the count and countefs of Poittiers, who were all, except the 
queen of France, victims of the fame contagious diforder. 

The firft moments of his return were dedicated to the pious care of his fa- 
ther's funeral; the next to the important ceremony of his own coronation, which 
.was performed at Rheims, in the month of Auguft, by Milo, bifliop of Soiflbns, 
As Alfonfo, count of Poi&iers, and his wife, had left no pofterity, Philip has- 
tened to take pofTeffion of the counties of Poitou and the Touloufain, which 
efcheatedto the crown* ; the firft, as having been ceded by Raymond the Se- 
venth, father to the countefs, who was the laft of the illuftrious family of the 
• counts of Touloufe. This fucceffion confiderably augmented the royal do- 
mains. Already had Saint Lewis acquired the counties of Perche, of Clermont 
,in Beauvaifis, of Macon, of Beaumont upon Oife, and of Namur ; the vilcoim- 
ties of Beziers, CarcafTonne, Avranches, and Peronne ; the lordfliips of Beau- 
.mont-le~Roger, Brionne, Loches and Chatillon upon the Indre; the caftles of 
.Belefme, Mortagne, and Ferte-Alpes in la BeaufTe ; and, laftly, all the rights of 
.Turcavel, to Lombers, and a gi*eat number of lordfliips, in the bifliopricks of 
Narbonne, Agde, Maguelonne, Nifmes, Albi and Touloufei . Though thefe ac- 
quifitions were doubtlefs important, they appeared but trivial, when compared 
to what Philip now acquired by the death of his uncle Alfonfo — viz. Poitou, 
Auvergne, a part of Saintonge, and the country of Aunis, -together with the 
greater part of the county of Touloufe, that part of the Albigeois, which lies to 
the right of the Tarn ; Rouergue, Quercy, Agenois, and the Venaiffin. But 
thefe provinces were not properly united to the crown, till the year 1361 ; till 
that time the kings of France governed them as counts of that particular diftrift. 

The king was no fooner in pofTeffion of the ftates which he inherited from the 
countefs of Poi&iers, than the king of England fent to demand the reftitution 
of the Agenois and Qiierci, in compliance with the treaty which had been con- 
cluded between Henry and Saint Lewis * Philip, however, was in no hafte to 
fulfil the engagement contra&edby his father ; x\genois, in confequence, was not 
united to the duchy of Aquitaine till the year 1279, when. Edward, the fonana 
iucceffor of Henry, prevailed on him to give it up. As to Querci, the king pro- 

* Geft. Philip, liii, p. p6. f Saint Martlie, fur la fin du regne de St. Louis j L. P. Daniel, t. iv* 
p. 571,572. 
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mifed to inftitute an inquiry, in order to learn whether it had been affigned as a 
dower to the princefs Jane of England, on her marriage with Raymond the Sixth. 
The affair was not terminated till the year 1286, when Philip the Fair purchafed 
the rights of the Englifli to that province, for an annual penfion of three thou- 
fand livres Tournois. The Venaiffin had been bequeathed to the king of Sici- 
ly ; Philip, however, took pofleffion of it, though, in 1274, he ceded it to pope 
Gregory the Tenth ; and, from this period, the fovereign pontiffs have continued 
to rule that part of the principality of Touloufe. 

A. D. 1272.] At the commencement of this year the king made a tour through 
his new dominions, and took the neceffary meafures for quelling the only revolt 
that occurred during his reign, Geraud the Fifth, count of Armagnac, laid 
claim to the fovereignty of the caftle of Sompuy, in the diocefe of Auch* ; 
while Geraud de Cafaubon, lord of that fief, maintained that he held it imme- 
diately of the king, as heir to the rights of the counts of Touloufe. The dis- 
pute grew warm between them ; and, after feveral challenges, on both fides, they 
prepared to decide it by the fword. The count firft took up arms, and, repairing 
to Sompuy, at the head of his troops, dared his enemy to come forth ; Cafaubon 
accordingly fallied from the caftle, attacked the count's rear-guard, killed his 
brother Arnaud Bernard, and put his foldieis to flight. The count, enraged at 
the affront he had fuftained, and ftill more^&^he lofs of his brother, exhorted all 
the noblemen of his family to affift him in thc-itifli&ion of vengeance. His bro- 
ther~in-law,Roger Bernard, count deFoix, accordingly raifed an army, and vowed 
to effect the defolation of the caftle of Sompuy, or perifh in the attempt. Cafaubon, 
unable to refift the united forces of this powerful family, put himfelf under the 

king's protection, delivered his caftle, with all his domains, into the hands of 
the fen efchal of Touloufe, and furrendered himfelf prifoner to Philip, fubmh> 
ting to the judgment of the king's court, and confentingto the confifcation of his 
lordfliip, in cafe he Ihould fail to juftify himfelf with regard to the death of Ar- 
naud Bernard. The king's officex^s, in confequence of this furrender, took po£- 
feflion of the fortrefs with all its dependencies; they hoifted the royal ftandard, 
and forbade any one to attack a fubjeft who Had demanded juftice from his fo- 
vereign. But the count of Armagnac, paying no attention to thefe orders, laid 
fiege to the caftle, which he carried by affault, then reduced it to aflies, maffa- 
cred the inhabitants, and laid wafte the domains of Cafauban, with fii*e and fword. 

The king was juftly incenfed at this daring a£t of outrage and difobedience ; 
and, being fenfible of the importance of afting with fpirit at the commence- 
ment of his reign, he refolved to inflidt fuch a punifhment on his rebellious vat 
fals, as fhould ferve for an example to the reft of the barons. With this view 
he colle&ed a powerful army, and cited the two offenders to appear before him, 
in order to anfwer for their conduft* Geraud d' Armagnac obeyed the citation, 
fueel for mercy, and obtained it, on condition of paying a fine of fifteen thou^ 

* 
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fand livres Tour nois . But the count de Fqix, perfifting in his revolt, defpifed 
the order of his fovereign, and prepared for a vigorous defence. He depended 
on the advantageous fituation of his little territory, which was furrounded by 
lofty mountains, and defended by a great number of caftles, ftrongly fortified 
both by art and nature. Fully imprefled with an idea that he was in perfeft 
lafety,. he ventured to attack the fenefchal of Touloufe, who was peaceably 
palling through his country, and, putting his men to flight, took fever al prifon- 
ers, and plundered his baggage. The king, apprifed of this outrage, fent a 
detachment of troops into the county o£Foix, who took feveral of the principal 
fortrefTes, and fcoured the open country ; but the count, retiring to the moun- 
tains, ftrengthened his fortifications, and, notwithftanding the check he had re- 
ceived, flattered hirafelf that he fhould fiill be able to oppofe the whole power 



of France. 



Tours 



May 



Touloufe 



vafTals of that province, and of the circumjacent country. Philip placed him- 



towards 



father 



met by James 



and to ob- 



tain a pardon for the rebel. But, when the king had confented to the terms pro 

poied, the count refufed to fubmit to them ; hoftilities, therefore, were immc- 



mar 



caftle 



The diffi- 



them 



tance ; but Philip having taken an oath not to quit the place till he had obtained 
pofTeflion of it, either by force or capitulation, the workmen were ordered to 



which 



Animated by the 

prefence of their fovereign, they difplayed fo much ardour in proceeding with 

yield : he therefore 



meir 



fought to avert the refentment of Philip, by a timely furrender; and, repairing 
to the royal tent, threw himfelf at the king's feet, and fued for pardon. But he 
had proceeded too far to be fo foon forgiven ; the king confined him in a tower, 
in the city ofCarcofTonne, andfeized all his territories, except a fin all part which 
was claimed by the king of Arr agon, but which that monarch afterwards ceded, 
in order to accelerate the releafe of the captive count. After placing flxong 
garrifons in the different fortreflcs, the army was difmifled, and the countefs de 
Foix,; Margaret de Montcade, was taken to the court of France, where flie was 
treated with all the refpeft due to her rank. The count, after a year's imprifon- 
ment, was indebted for his liberty to the generofity of his fovereign ; he then re- 
paired to Paris, and,, exprefling his contrition for his paft conduft, was received 
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A. D. 1273^ 12^4-3 During thefe tranfa&ions, Henry the Third of England 
died, and was fucceeded in the throne by his fon, Edward, who went to Paris, 
and did homage to Philip for all the territories he pofTeffed in France. About 
the lame time it was deemed neceffary to afiemble a general council, to adopt 
means for the relief of the Holy Land, and for&the reformation of manners* 
Gregory the Tenth had convened it, in the city of Lyons, which, according to 
Father Daniel, was not yet reduced under the domination of the French kings. 
He acknowledges that Saint Lewis*, before his departure for x\frica, held a 
court of juftice there, but this he afcribes to a particular agreement with the 
chapter, which was only to be in force till the election of a new archbifhop. 
Philip, however, refufed to furrender it, till the archbifhop eleCt had taken the 
oath of fidelity to him ; and this was afterwards pleaded in the fubfequent reign, 
as one of the titles, on which the right of uniting the Lyonios to the crown was 
founded. The council w T as attended by five hundred bifhops, feventy abbots,- 
and more than a thoufand other eeclefiaftics ; the pope prefided in perfon, ac- 
companied by fifteen cardinals. Some time before the council was opened,- 
Philip went to falute the Roman pontiff, with whom he had a long conference ; 
he affured him of his zeal for the recovery of the Holy Land, and left a body 
of troops, as well to guard the perfon of the "pope,, as to protedt the members 
of the council from infult. 

It was decreed, that a tenth of the revenues of all churches fhould be levied, 
during fix years, for the fupport of the holy war; an impoft that was rigor- 
oufly exacted. This was the laft effort made by France for expeditions fo pre- 
judicial to the ftate,. as well from the enormous expence with which they were 
attended, as from the numbers of people who perifhed in them. *\lready had 
the French, with more piety than policy, engaged in five crufades : the firft,- 
under Philip the Firft, was the leaft unfortunate ; the fecond, under Lewis the 
Young, proved highly difaftrous ; the third was productive of little glory to 
Philip Auguftus the fourth involved Saint Lewis in captivity ; and the fifth 
deprived him of his- life. They are faid to have coft the kingdom more than 
two millions of its inhabitants, and two hundred millions of livres, fuppofing 
that each crufader who loft his life carried with him only a hundred livrest. 
The expedition to Tunis was fortunately the laft. The nation at length became 
fenfible of its true interefts ; and, difgufted by a fucceflion of unfortunate events^ 
its entbufiafm gradually fubfided. In vain did the Roman pontiffs endeavoup 
to roufe the torpid zeal of the French ; all their efforts for that purpofe proved 
ineffectual ; and the Holy Land, deprived of all fuccour from Europe, became 
a prey to the rage of the infidels. In the year 1291, the fultan Calib took the' 
city of Acre, the firmeft rampart of the eaftern chriftians, by afTault ; and, after-* 
the reduction of that important place, the final expulfion of the crufaders be- 
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came a matter of facility. Paleftine was abandoned to the Saracens ; and the 
wretched enthufiafts, who had 'quitted their native homes iii queft of imaginary 
glory, were now— fad effefts of miftaken zeal ! — compelled to wander, defti* 
t ute and forfaken on the face of the earth, in fearch of thqfe real comforts 
which they had vainly facrificed to viiionary hopes. 

In order to provide a remedy for the inconvenience occafionedby the. interval 
which'' generally occurred between the death of a pope and the election of a 
fucceflbr, the council determined*, that, in future, immediately after the death 
of the fovereign pontiff, the cardinals fhould aflemble in the fame chamber, 
without any feparations by walls or curtains, and, in every reipeft, fo well 
fecured, that no perfon could enter or leave the room without the confent of 
all prefent, and, except in cafe of ficknefs, under pain of being deprived of 
his vote. — 'Such is the origin of the term conclave, which was invented for the 
purpofe of expreffing a place in which feveral perfbns were fliut up, under one 
and the fame key. If the cardinals, in three days after their firft meeting, had 
not agreed in their choice of a pope, it was determined, that for the five fol- 
lowing days they fhould have but one difh at each meal ; andy at the expiration 
of that term, fliould be confined to bread, wine, and water, till a new pon- 
tiff was elefted. The cardinals inveighed loudly againft a ft at ute which was 
calculated to fupprefs, in a manner £o humiliating, their ambition and avarice* 
It was farther decided, that, during the vacancy, they fhould not interfere in 
any other bufinefs, than that of the ele&ion j that they fliould not recieve any 
thing from the apoftolic chamber, nor touch any of the revenues of the church 
of Rome. The utmoft exertions of Mil and intrigue were employed to avert 
this fatal edid ; but Gregory had previoufly fecured the bifhops in his intereft ; 
they all fub'fcribed the decree, affixed their feals to it, and publiflied it in their 
refpe&ive diocefes ; by which means it received the authority of a law. 

Before the council feparatcd, a proper example was made of Henry de Guel- 
drest, bifhop of Liege, an ignorant, vain, and profligate prelate, who did not 
even underftand his breviary ; who wore a fcarlet drefs with a filver girdle ; 
expofed livings to fale ; had taken for his concubine an abbefs of the order of 
Saint Benedict ; debauched another abbefs in his diocefe ; publicly kept a young 
nun ; and boafted at a feaft that he had had fourteen children in the Ipace of 
two-and-twenty months. The pope, before he proceeded juridically againft 
the offender, afked him, whether he chofe to refign his bifhopric, or to abide 
by the decifion of the church : Henry, expelling to obtain favour by fubmiffion, 
gave his paftoral ring to Gregory, who kept it, and qbliged him to abdicate his 
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of Brabant, one iff the mod beautiful princefTes of the age. But, though eve- 
/y; cir cumftance that could enfure attachment fubfifted between the royal couple, 
r their felicity was fpeedily troubled by the intrigues of Peter de la Broffe, a native 
of Touraine, who, from the obfcure fituation. of a provincial furgeon,. had,, 
through the king's partiality and favour, been promoted to the firft offices in the 
ftate. Such was the afcendancy which this man had acquired over the mind of 
his fovereign, that all applications for places or. preferment were made to 
him ; and even the dignity of chamberlain, which had never before been enjoy- 
ed by any but perfons of the higheft rank, was conferred on him. His brother- 
in-law, Peter de Benais, was made bifhop of Bayeux, and all his children pro- 
cured ample eftablifhments, and fplendid alliances. The king's affection for his * 
young wife alarmed this artful favourite, who dreaded a diminution of his own 
credit ; he therefore determined, if poflible, to deftroy a paflion that was foun- 
ded on the beft of motives. 

At the age of twelve years, Lewis, the king's eldeft fon, fuddenly expired ; 
and a report was induftrioufly propagated, that his death had been occafioned by 
poifon. La Broffe, eagerly feized on this cir cumftance to inftil into the mind of 
Philip fufpicions unfavourable to his virtuous confort. He artfully infinuated 
that the queen had committed this crime ; and that fhe had formed a plan for 
getting rid of the two furviving princes, in order* to pave the way for the accef- 
fion of her own children (in cafe fne fhould have any) to the crown of France. 
Mezeray affirms*, that he even fuborned a traitor, who publicly accufed Mary 
of having adminiftered poifon to the prefumptive heir of the throne. The 
queen, in confequence of this accufation, was actually in danger of being burnt 
alive ; but her brother, the duke of Brabant, fent a knight to juftify her inno- 
cence by an appeal, to the fword ; and the accufer, not daring to fupport his 
charge by a judicial combat, was declared guilty of calumny, and expiated his 
crime by an ignominious death. The king, however, was greatly embarrafTed : 

the report that prevailed, though wholly devoid of foundation ; the artful infi- 
nuations of his favourite ; the intereft of Mary in the death of his fbns by Ifa- 
bella of Aragon ; all contributed to favour thofe ideas which la BrofTe had been 
ftudious to excite. In order to clear up his doubts, he refolved, agreeably to 
the fuperftition of the age, to confult a nunt, a Begnine of Neville, who pro- 
feifed, or believed, herfclf infpired. The bifhop of Bayeux, brother-in-law to 
his favourite, and the abbot of Saint Denis, were entrufted with this Angular 
commiffion : the former arrived firft, and engaged the pretended prophetefs to 
impart to him in confeflion, whatever God had revealed to her on the fubje<ft of 
the prince's death ; when the abbot came to interrogate her, fhe refufed to an- 
fwer his queftions, obferving that fhe had told all fhe knew to his colleague; 
On the return of the commiffioners, the king defired the bifhop to let him know 
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what information he had been able to colle<ft: " Sire (replied the prelate), the 
cc nun refuted to converfe with me, except in confejfion^ and it is not in my 
" power to difclofe what has been entrufted to me in fo folemn a mariner." The 
artifice was too grofs to impofe even on the credulous Philip, who told him in 
a rage, that he had not been fent to confefs the nun, but to inveftigate the truth 
of a circumftance in which he was deeply interefted. — u I have other means 
u (exclaimed the king) of difcovering that truth ; and woe be unto thofe who 
u who have dared to deceive me \" He immediately difpatchedThibaud, bifliop 
of Dol, andArnaud de Vifemale, a knight-templar, to Nivelle ; thefe men had 
no intereft in eftablifliing the guilt of the queen j they were favourably received 
by the nun, and brought back a clear and .unequivocal anfwer: — " Tell the 
* c king (faid the prophetefs), that he ought not to give credit to thofe who 
" fpeak ill of his illuftrious confort ; {he is innocent of the crime imputed 
" to her ; he may fafely rely on her fidelity, as well to himfelf as to his chil- 
dren.^ ' 

This adventure greatly increafed the queen's credit, and detracted from that 
of her unprincipled enemy. The king was now confirmed in the fufpicions 
which he had begun to entertain of his favourite ; but he was compelled to di£ 
femble for a while, as he had imprudently entrufted him with the moft fecret and 
important affairs of the ftate. His treachery, however^ in that refpeft, was 
Toon rendered manifeft : — One day, when Philip was at Mel un, a monk earneflly 

defired to be admitted to a private audience* ; and, when his requeft was gran- 
ted, he delivered a fmall box, which he had received from a traveller, who di- 
ed at his convent, with exprefs orders to. give it into the king's own hands. 
Philip immediately aflembled his council, when the box was opened, and found 
to contain feveral letters fealed with the chamberlain's feal. The contents of 
thofe letters are not known ; but in a fhort time la Brofle was apprehended, 
and hanged at Paris, in the prefence of the count of Artois, and the dukes of 
Burgundy and Brabant, The nobles, from jealoufy, applauded the juftice of 
his punifliment ; Jrat the people murmured, fays Velly, parce qu'il eft penple. 
-The fecrecy obferved with refpeft to the crime for which the chamberlain was 
executed made them forget their natural averfion to favourites, and led them 
to conclude, that he had been unjuftly facrificed to appeafe the indignation of 
the queen. The objects of his protection were involved in the difgrace of 
their patron : the bifhop of Bayeux fled to Rome, where he remained a long 
time in exile, under the protection of the fovereign pontifft. 

Although Philip was defirous of cultivating peace, he never fhrunk from tjie 
dangers of war. He was now induced to take up arms in favour of a young 
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princefs, his. relation, who was opprefTed by her ambitious neighbours, and 
defpoiled of her kingdom by her rebellious fubjefts. Henry the Firft, king of 
Navarre, and count of Champagne, died in the prime of youth, leaving an in- 
fant daughter, whom he declared fole heirefs to his dominions ; and appointed 
his wife, Blanche of Artois, niece to Saint Lewis, and daughter to his brother 
Robert j who was killed at Maflbura, to be her guardian ; recommending her to 
marry her child to none but a French prince. This pointed exclufion of the 
natives gave great offence to the nobles of Navarre, who, in contempt of the 

laft will of their fovereign, chofe Don Pedro Sancho de Montague to be lieu- 
tenant-general of the kingdom, till fuch time^ as the princefs fhould have at- 
tained the age of maturity* This bold affumption of power could not fail to 
excite a deadly hatred between the nobles and the court. It alfo occafioned 
foreign powers to revive their obfolete pretenfions to a crown which tottered 
on the head of a child but three years old : the king of Arragon laid claim to 
it, as the adopted heir of Sancho the Seventh; and the king of Caftille.advanced 
his pretenfions, derived from Sancho the Third. — Both thefe monarchs prefer- 
red their claims before the ftates of Navarre, affembled at Puente-la-Reina. 
Montague, the leader of the faftion, gave his voice in favour of the king of 
Arragon, whofe title was frivolous and unfounded ; others declared for the 
king of Caflille, whofe anceftors had formerly fwayed the fceptre of Navarre. 
This difference of fentiment gave rife to, commotions, which made the queen 
tremble for the fafety of her daughter ; flie therefore fecretly left the kingdom, 
with her child, andtook refuge at the court of France. Incenfed at her evafion, 
the Navarrefe paffed a formal refolution not to acknowledge the princefs Jane 
for their queen, unlefs fhe married Alphonfo of Arragon, grandfon to James 
the Firft ; at the fame time they requefted the father of that prince to employ all 
his forces, in order to prevent a French prince from afcending the throne of 
Navarre. Such was their averfion to the French, that they engaged to fupply 
him with two hundred thoufand marks of filver — a prodigious fum in thofb 
days — to defray the expences of the war. 

Philip received the two queens with every poflible mark of attention and re- 
fpett: aware of the advantage to be derived from their prefence, he refolved to 
profit by it, and to marry one of his fons to the young princefs. As Blanche 
ardently wifhed for this alliance, it was fpeedily concluded j one obftacle, 
however, prefented itfelf — Jane and the French prince were relations within 
the third degree; it was therefore neceffary to obtain a difpenfation, which 
the pope might poffibly refufe. The king fpared no pains to engage him in his 
intereft ; he reprefented to him, that Navarre, a Spanifh province, being uni- 
ted to Champagne and la Brie, which were fituated in the centre of France, 
if thofe territories fhould pafs into the hands of a foreign prince, already 
formidable from his own native ftrength, it would inevitably give rife to 

perpetual wars* Gregory was. well difpofed to favour Philip 5 but, on tti§ 
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other hand, he was urgently folicited by the two Spanifh monarchs, who repre- 
sented to him that all Europe would be h? danger, if the royal family of France 
already fo powerful from the extent of their hereditary dominions, fhould feek 
for farther aggrandifement by the acquifition of another crown. The Roman 
pontiff, fenfibleof thejufticc of theie remonftrances, purfued a middle courfe 0 



The 
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Fair ; and Charles, count of Valois. Gregory refufed to grant a difpenfatiori 
for the firft/ but gave it to the fecond, who, being confirmed in the pofleffion 

of Navarre, Champagne, and Brie, did not appear likely to caufe much unea- 
fmefs. — Thetreatv of marriage was accordinoiv fisned at Orleans. 
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plied with, Philip fent Euftache de Beaumarchais, 
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Navarre in his name. This officer 



prevailed. among the Navarrefe, fecured a great number of places, which he 
garrilbned, made himfelf mafter of the caftle of Pampeluna, the capital of the 
country, where he raifed ftrong fortifications.- — Every thing wore a favourable 
afpeft, and the French party was on the point of prevailing, when the impru- 
dence of the governor excited a general infurre&ion . Euftache, from a mifta- 
ken zeal, which fhould never be exerted on a change of government, undertook 
to abolifti certain cuftoms, which appeared to him unjuft : all the nobility imme- 
diately revolted, and the people, following their example, flew to arms. The 
governor was befieged in the caftle of Pampeluna; Montague attempted to quell 
the revolt— no longer hoping to derive any advantage from the Spanifh monarchs, 
he was anxious to be reconciled to the king of France. He had already enter- 
ed into a negociation with the principal infurgents, when he was aflaffinated by 
Don Garcias Almoravid: hoftilities were then renewed with additional fury ; 
and Beaumarchais, preflcd on all fides, applied for immediate fuccours. Az 
length a powerful reinforcement of twenty thoufand men arrived, under the 
command of Robert, count of Artois, and the conftable Imbert de Beaujeu r 

their prefence gave a new turn to affairs ; and the befiegers were themfelves 
befieged in the town of Pampeluna. 

Don Garcias, and the chief promoters of the infurreftion, finding it impofii- 
ble to hold out long, in a town badly fortified, againft a regular army, and dread- 
ing to incur the punifhment their rebellious conduct deferved, refolved to pro- 
vide for their own fafety. But, concealing their defigns, they informed the citi- 
zens that a general fally would be made the next day ; and, having thus lulled 
them into fecurity, they efiefted their efcape during the night. The wretched 
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ftable Beaujeu was already drawing up the terms of capitulation, when the count 
of Foix and the vifcount of Bearn, observing that nobody appeared on the walls. 
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ed the walls without oppofition . A cruel and indifcriminate flaughter enfued ; 
neither fex nor age was refpe&ed ; women and virgins were openly violated by 
the fbldiery ; the temples were profaned, and the manfions of the dead facrilegi- 
oufly plundered. Asfoon as the count of Artois entered the town, he endeavoured 
to ftop this fhameful violence, and, by kind treatment, to confole the affrighted 
citizens. He granted them their liberty, confirmed them in all their privileges, 
and caufed their effe&s to be reftored. The fate of the caftle fuperinduced the 
fubmiflion of the other towns and fortreffes ; the revolt was fpeedily quelled, 
and the whole kingdom of Navarre fubmitted to the conqueror. 

A. D. 1280.3 During thefe tranfadtions, Philip had affembled an army for 
the purpofe of attacking the dominions of Alfonfo the Tenth, king of Caftille. 
That monarch, when he married his fon, Ferdinand de la Cerda, to the princefs 
Blanche, daughter of Saint Lewis, entered into a folemn engagement that the 
children which fhould fpring from this marriage, fhould fucceed to the throne 
of Caftille, even though Ferdinand fhould die before his father. Ox> this condi- 
tion alone did Lewis confent to refign the pretenfions of his mother to that 
crown, which arefaid to have been well founded. Blanche had two fons, Alfon- 
fo and Ferdinand ; but, on the death of their father, Alfonfo, in violation of his 
promife, transferred the fucceffion from his grand children, to hisfecond and fur- 
viving fon, Sancho. 

The injufUce of this condiuft, together with the perfecution experienced by 
his fitter, after the death of her hufband, determined Philip to redrels the wrongs 
of his family. But he lirft fent an ambalfador to Alfonfo, to try the effecT: of 
remonftrance ; all the good, however, he derived from this meafure, was, per- 
mHfion for Blanche to return to her native country, where fhe palled the re- 
mainder of her days. War was now refolved on, and the necefTary orders 
were given for carrying it into execution . The general rendezvous of the 
troops was fixed at Sauveterre in Bearn, where a more numerous army affem- 
bled than had been feen in France for many years : but, when they were about 
to march, it was difcovered that both provifions and forage were wanting. 
The winter was approaching ; the heavy rains which began to fall rendered the 
roads impalfable, and the king was reduced to the necelfity of poftponing this 
expedition till the enfuing fpring. 

The king of Cafrillein the mean time, alarmed at thefe immenfe preparations, 
had requefted a conferrence with the count of Artois, who, having previoufly 
obtained the permiffion of Philip, repaired to Spain. Alfonfo earneftly befought 
him to mediate a peace between France and Caftille, profeffing at the fame time 
that he was not actuated by fear in his anxiety for the prefervation of tranquil- 
lity, becaufehe had certain intelligence that Philip was already on his return to 
Paris ; in fliort, he gave him to underftand that he was no flranger to the mofl 
fecret tranfaftions of the French court. Robert, who was ignorant of the king's 
retreat, was loft in aftoniftiment ; and could not refled without horror on the 
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danger to which Philip mud have been expofed, had he continued his march, 
His Tufpicionshnmediately fell on the chamberlain; he accordingly returned to 
Navarre, and having exacted a new oath of fidelity from the Navarrefe, andre- 
flored the command of the army to the fenefchal deBeaumarchais, battened to 
Paris, where he imparted what he had heard to the king. It was then that the; 
myftery of the box of papers delivered to Philip by the monk was explained ; 
and the perfidious favourite la Brofle paid for his treachery with his life. 
^ A. D. 1 28 1.] The farther profecution of this war was impeded by an order 
from the pope, who forbade the two monarchs to decide their difpute by arms ; 
an order which the dignity of Philip fliould certainly have induced him to re- 
fill, but which his partiality to peace, and the attention he was obliged to pay 
to the ftate of affairs in Sicily, urged him to comply with. 
. The ambition of the Sicilian monarch knew no bounds. As fenator of Pvome, 

and vicar oi the empire, his authority in Italy was almoft abfolute. He had 
recently purchafed, for a penfion of four thoufand livres, the rights of Mary of 
Antioch to the kingdom of Jerufalem, which, though in pofieflion of the Sara- 
cens, Hill conferred a title that was deemed highly honourable by the chriftians : 
and he had laid a plan for fecuring the imperial crown of Constantinople. He 
would, probably, too, have fucceeded in the attempt, had his prudence been 
equal to his courage. But, incapable of reflection, in the management of hia 
enterprifes he invariably difplayed more pride than circumfpe&ion . His v'aft 
projects, of which he publicly talked ; the augmentation of his forces by fea 
and land ; his courage ; his reputation ; all confpired to alarm the princes of 
Europe, many of whom entered into a confpiracy for reprefling that ambitious 
ipirit, which they deemed equally hoftile to their private aggrandifement and 
to the general welfare. Rome v/as the firft to difplay her enmity : Gregory 
the Ninth, had paid him little refpeft ; Innocent the Fifth had been more fa- 
vourable, but his reign was fhort ; Adrian the Sixth did not live to be confe- 
crated, and John the Twenty-firft died foon after his elevation to the papal 
throne. The death of this pontiff was highly detrimental to the Sicilian king, 
. who had received from him the.moft unequivocal marks of affe&ion. 

John Gaetano, of the noble family of Urfini, had no fboner fucceeded to the 
pontifical dignity, under the appellation of Nicholas the Third, than he under- 
took to humble the pride and power of a prince, whom he confidered as the prin- 
cipal obftaclc to the execution of thofe ambitious projects which he had formed 
for the elevation of his own kinfmen ; and againft whom he had alfo fome pri- 
vate ilibj efts of complaint. Charles is faid to have caufed the hulband of a 
Biece of Nicholas to be beheaded, for having, with more loyalty than prudence, 
declared for Conradine. But what had moft enraged the fovereign pontiff, was,, 
the arrogant refufal he experienced when he afked the hand of a grand-daughter 
of the king of Sicily, for one of his own nephews*. Thus ftimulated, he tool; 
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advantage of the difpute which fubfifted between that prince and the emperor 
Rodolphus, procured himfelf to be appointed arbiter between them, and fenten- 
ced Charles to refign the dignity of vicar of the empire. The monarch obey- 
ed, and gave in his refignation, which encreafed the pride of the pontiff ; who 
ibon after fent him an order to refign alfo the office of fenator of Rome, in 
compliance with the treaty concluded with Clement the Fourth ; in this inftance 
too, the pope experienced the fame docility on the part of the king, which made 
his ambaffador remark, that Charles poflefled all the fidelity of the French in 
the execution of treaties, all the fineffe of Spanifh policy, and all the prudence 
of the court of Rome — " We may get the better of others," faidhe, " but as 
u for this man, we fhall never manage him." In fa&, the pope only waited for 
a pretext to defpoil him of the crown of the two Sicilies ; bold as. he was, he 
did not dare openly to deprive him of a throne to which his predeceffors had 
raifed him ; he therefore confined himfelf- to a fecret engagement with the king 
of Arragon to affifl him with men and money* 

Don Pedro, king of Arragon, a prince who pofTefTed more cunning than ge- 
nerofity, had an apparent claim to the throne of Sicily, in right of his wife Con- 
fiance, who was daughter to Mainfroy ; but, as Mainfroy himfelf was a baflard, 
and an ufurper alfo, to the prejudice of Conradine, the lawful heir, it was main- 
tained, that he could not poffibly tranfmit to his children a right which he had 
never pofTefTed himfelf • Charles was on the point of embarking on fbme im- 
portant enterprife, for which he had made the moft formidable preparations ; 
according to Nangis the object of this expedition was the recovery of Pal eftine ; 
but moft of the Spanifh, Greek, and Italian writers affirm, that it was his inten- 
tion to depofe Michael Paleologus, emperor of Conftantinople. Be that as it- 
may, Don Pedro maintained a fecret correfpondence with all the towns of Italy,, 
whofe inhabitants were eager to fhake off the yoke of the French, whofe tyran- 
ny had become infupportable. In the exertion of a defpotic fway, they neither 
refpeftedthe rights of humanity, nor the laws of religion and honour*. The 
people were oppreffed by onerous exaftions, and expofed to the infolence of a- 
licentious foldiery. Such as ventured to complain only experienced an accu- 
mulation of infult ; and there was fcarcely a fingle family exempt from perfe-- 
cution, for a pretended attachment to the caufe of Conradine, which ferved as 
an eternal excufe for oppreflion. Fathers could not difpofe of daughters in 
marriage without the confent of the government, who compelled them, when' 
rich, to take French hufbands. Neither the privileges of cities, nor the prero- 
gatives of the clergy, were refpe&ed. The Sicilians were excluded from all: 
ecclefiafticah benefices, which were invariably bellowed on the children of their 
conquerors. But the fhameful treatment which the women experienced, enra- 
ged, even more than thefe inftances of oppreffion, (flagrant as they were), a peo~ 

§ 
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pie naturally difpofedto jealoufy. It is faid, that the French governors order- 
ed the young brides to be brought to them, and did not fend them back to their 
hufbands till they had pafled the firft night with them. The foldiers, too, un- 
der pretence of executing the king's .orders, forced an entrance into private 
houfes, and took the moft indecent liberties with the wives and daughters of the 
citizens. In fhort, fcarcely a day pafTed without the commiflion of a rape or an 
att of adultery*. - * 

All attempts to procure redrefs for thefe intolerable grievances proved inef- 
fe&ual ; Charles, intoxicated with power, reje&ed the cries and prayers of his 
fubjefts, and treated with contempt thofe murmurs and thofe menaces, which 
'Jie conceived to be impotent j he foon, however, learned, from fatal expe- 
rience, this important lefTon — That no monarch, however mighty, can long 
oppi;efs with impunity ; that the obligation between prince and people are mu- 
tually binding ; that, lb long as the former exerts his authority to promote the 
general happinefs, by maintaining the laws in .their full vigour, by a ftrict and 
impartial adminiflration of juftice, his rights are facred, and any attempt to in- 
vade them is unjuft and tyrannical ; but, when he neglects thofe duties which 
#re impofed on him by his ftation, when he employs the power vefted in his 
hands for the oppreflion of his fubje&s, when, in fhort, he openly violates thofe 
laws which it is his firft duty to protect and enforce, then (and then only) does 
he forfeit all claim to allegiance ; the Original Compact, to which alone all fu- 

bordination in a government can be rationally afcribed, is then diflblved, and 
the people are juftified in refilling what, in vain, they have attempted to remedy 
.by lenient and pacific meafures. — Among the Sicilian nobles was one, who en- 
gaged the univerfal efteem of his countrymen ; a man of talents and refolution ; 
a good foldier, an able captain, a fkilful negociator ; artful, infmuating, fertile 
in expedients, in deliberation cautious, in execution prompt, he was fully ca- 
pable of conducing a political intrigue ; in the prefent inftance his patriotic ar- 
dour was inflamed by a thirft of revenge ; the French had clifhonoured his wife, 
and their prince, on the defeat of Conradine, had confifcated his property. 
This man, fo famous in the annals of Sicily, was John de Procida, fo called, 
from a fmall ifland in the vicinity of Naples, of which Charles had defpoiled 
Jaim for his fleady attachment to the houfe of Suabia. 

Procida was now at the court of Arragon, where he was conrteoufly received 
by Don Pedro, who, by the advice of his wife, had given him fome valuable 
pofleflions in the kingdom of Valencia. In return for thefe favours, from re~ 
fpett to the blood of Mainfroy, and from averfion to the tyranny of Charles, he 

refolved to place the crown of Sicily on the head of Pedro. In the difguife of 

a Cordelier he vifited Malta, Sicily, Conflantinople and Rome, . and his nego- 
cijitiqns at thofe different places were attended with fuccefs. The Greek em- 
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peror promifed to affift him with money ; the foyereign pontiff, bribed by a 
confiderable fum*, of which his nephew Grfo largely partook, urged, , more- 
over, by a lively reientment againft Charles, not only approved the confpi- 
racy, "but wrote very preffing letters to the king of Arr agon , exhorting him to 
perfevere in the purfuit of his plan. 

~ut the death of Nicholas, during thefe negociations, had nearly put an end 
to the confpiracy. He was fucceeded in the pontifical throne by the cardinal 
Saint Cecilia, the fame prelate who had been employed in fettling the terms 
on which Charles accepted the kingdom of Sicily- The friendfhip of Martin" 
the Fourth — that was the title affumed by the new pontiff — for the king of 

, was as ftrong as the enmity of his predeceffors had been violent. He 
foon gave unequivocal proofs of his attachment, by reftoring to Charles the 
office of fenator of Rome, which had been taken from him by the late pope ; 
by excommunicating, at his requeft, the Greek emperor, who had failed to 
execute the conditions prefcribed by the council of Lyons ; and by prohibiting, 
under the pain of ecclefiaftical cenfures, all perfons whatever from holding 
any commerce with that prince. 

A. D. 1 28 1 to 1284.] The death of Nicholas fbmewhat damped the ardour 
of the king of Arragon ; but it had a very different effeft on Michael Paleolo- 
gus, who difpatched Procida with thirty thoufand ounces of gold as a prefent 
to Don Pedro. This perfuafive argument carried conviction to the mirid of 
that monarch, who immediately gave orders for collecting a powerful arma- 
ment, under pretence of waging war againfl the Saracens. Philip, whofe firft 
wife was fifter to Don Pedro, apprifed of his preparations, fent to afk him to 
what quarter he meant to direct his forces, offering, at the fame time, to affift 
him with men and money ; but the only anfwer he received was, that the king 
of Arrogan had it in contemplation to revenge the infults which the chriftian re- 
ligion had fuftained during the reign of Saint Lewis ; and that he fhould be glad, 
if, to forward his purpofe, Philip would lend him forty thoufand livres Tour- 
nois ; a requeft which was inftantly complied with. The Sicilian monarch was 
equally credulous ; he fupplied Don Pedro with twenty thoufand ducats to aid 
the equipment of a fleet that was deflinedto be employed againft himfelf. The 
pope, Jhowever, was wifer ; to him the proceedings of the king of Arragon 
wore a doubtful afpeft; he therefore difpatched amonk to the court of Arragon 
to forbid him, on his peril, to make war on any chriftian prince. 

Such was the fituation of affairs, when the inhabitants of Palermo, onEafter- 
Monday, propofed to attend vefpers at the church of the Holy Ghoft, fituated 
at a fmall diftance from the city. Though there was nothing uncommon in thefe 
parties of devotion, a report prevailed that fome grand project was in agitation ; 
and that every precaution, therefore, was neceffary, in order to prevent its ex- 

* Vcll» t. vi. p. 358. 
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ecution. — With this view the governor of the place gave orders to have all 
perfbns examined as they went to the church, to fee that they were unarmed. 
Thefokliers took advantage of the circumftance to infultthe women; one, in 
particular, flopped a young lady of extraordinary beauty, and, under pretence 
of examining whether fhe had not a poinard concealed beneath her clothes, 
proceeded to take the moft indecent liberties*. Her cries called her father and 
hufband to her aflxftance ; thefe were joined by their friends; the tumult be- 
came general through the city ; the foldiers were attacked, overpowered, and 
maflacred.' Eight thoufand of the French are faid to have perifhed in this ge- 
neral flaughter, which obtained the name of the Sicilian Vejpers. 

- The fignal of revolt was now given; the different towns of Scicily haftencd 
to follow the example of Palermo ; and the French were every where expelled 
with great flaughter. The numbers that fell on this occafion are varioufly rela- 
ted ; fome making the.m to amount to twenty-eight thoufand ; while others re- 
duce them to fourteen. Be that as it may, the infurredlion was general, and 
thefuccefs complete. 

Charles was at. Monte-Fiafcone, tranfafting fome bufinefs with the pope, 

when he received intelligence of thefe fatal events ; his pafiion was, for fome 

time, too ftrong for utterance ; when he recovered his fpeech, the violence of 
his exclamations was equal to the magnitude of his lofs ; he talked of nothing* 
but death and retribution ; and fwore that he would tranfmit to pofterity a 

terrible example that fliould make all future rebels tremblet. But his prudence 

was blinded by his paflion; though he had a powerful fleet and army prepared 
for his intended expedition to Conftantinople, he refufed to follow the ad- 
vice of the pope, and to employ them in fuch a manner as was moft like- 
ly to enfure fuccefs. He laid fiege to Meflina, indeed; but, intent on ven- 
geance, rejefted the proffered fubmiflion of the inhabitants, and, by urging 
.them to a defperate refiftance, defeated his own purpofe. The king of Arra- 

* Nichol. Special. Rer. Ital. Script, torn,, x. chap. 4. p. 925; Malefp. ibid, torn* viii. p. 1029; Gio\ r . 
Villain, 1. vii.c. 61 > p. 205. 

t After mentioning this threat, the abbe Yelly obferves : " II le devoit ; les Sicilians etoient des traitrcs 
5* abominables, qui ne meritoient aucune grace." (He ought to have put his threats in execution ; the Si- 
cilians were abominable traitors, who defcrved no favour.) What ! when this unfortunate people had fo 
long laboured under ever) r fpeciesof oppreffion; when for years they had oppofed patience to infult, meek- 
nefs to outrage, obedience to tyranny ; when every attempt at remonftrate had only produced an augmen- 
tation of mifery : and when, at laft, their refiftance, as the abbe himfelf admits, was not the refult of pre- 
meditation, but proceeded from the commiflion of injuries the moft grofs and intolerable — injuries, the fuf- 
fering whereof, wopld be a degradation of human nature : — Wives and daughters raviihed in the jnefrnce 
of their hufbands and their parents, .who were mafTacred for endeavouring to defend them from violation! 
If fuch afts of violence were not fufficient to plead the excufe of the Sicilians, fo far as to fcreen them 
from the barbarous effefts of a tyrant's revenge, oppreflion muft be lawful, and cruelty juft! Humanity 
judders at the thought! We are ftrenuous advocates for that rational fubmiifioji, which, in a fecial liate, 
every man is bound to pay for the protection he receives; but the diitance between fuch fubmiflion and 
paffive obedience, is, thank heaven! immenfe; — the bond of fociety is conditional : withhold the confix 
deration^ the obligation ceafes of courfe. 
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rron, in the mean time, had arrived at Palermo, where he was received amidft 
the acclamations of the people, and unanimoufly proclaimed king of Sicily. By 
the advice of Procida he fenthis fleet to Meiflna, and compelled Charles toraife 
the fiege, and retire with difgrace. 

Charles, however, foon received a powerful reinforcement, which, with pro- 
per conduit, might have enabled him to retrieve his affairs ; but, inftead of lead- 
ing his troops againfi: the enemy, he was induced, by an artful challenge from. 
Pedro, to decide their quarrel by a combat between a hundred knights on either 
fide, led by their refpeftive monarchs, to remain in a ftate of fatal inactivity. 
The firft of June was the appointed day, and a plain near Bourdeaux the place 
agreed on for this fingular combat: Charles was punctual ; but his adverfary 
rather chole to fubmit to the imputation of cowardice than to rifle a certain 
good for a precarious advantage. — Charles had now recourfeto that line of con- 
duct which, purlued in time, might have prevented the calamities he had expe- 
rienced, and the difgrace he had incurred. He propofed to his fubjedts to 
make every reformation they cpuld require in the government ; fo abolifh eve- 
ry fpecies of oppreflion ; and to reftore the laws that had been eftabliflied under 
tlieir favourite monarch, William the Good. Thefe propofals had a great ef- 
fect on the Sicilians, many of whom evinced a difpofition to return under the 
domination of the houfe of Anjou. — The thunders of the Vatican were launch- 
ed a-new againfi the enemies of Charles; and Michael Paleologus, the firmeft ■ 
ally of Pedro, had juft expired : thus his affairs feemed once more to wear a fa- 
vourable alpeft — when one fatal and irreparable action blafled all his hopes : 
His fon Charles, prince of Salermo, was left at Naples (while he was in Pro- 
vence preparing a frefh armament) with orders not to rift an action, but pati- 
ently to await the arrival of his father. The youth, however, provoked by 
the infults of the fleet of Arragon, hazarded an engagement, in which he was 
defeated, with the lofs of forty-two vcffels, and taken prifoner by the enemy. 

A. D. 1285.] Charles, in the mean time, returned with a powerful fleet and 
a ftrong reinforcement of troops : when informed of the defeat and captivity of 
his fon, he exclaimed : u Woulcthe were dead, flnce he difobej^ed my orders I" 
Entering Naples, where the inhabitants had fhewn a difpofition to revolt, he 
ordered one hundred and fifty of them to be hanged; he then advanced towards 
Pveggio, in order to confult with the count of Artois on the plan of operations, 
but the feafon was too far advanced to embark in any enterprife of importance, 
A prey to forrow and defpair, the life of Charles became burdenfome ; at "Fog- 
gia he was attacked by a violent fever, which foon brought him to the grave, in 
the fixty-fixth year of his age, and twentieth of his reign, as king of Sicily. 

Pope Martin the Fourth died foon after, and was fucceeded by James Savel- 
H, a noble Roman, who aflbmed the appellation of Honorious the Fourth, 
The new pontiff followed the maxims of his predeceffor ; and, almoft immedk 
ately after his elevation, granted to Philip the tenth of the revenues of thedio* 



Vol. L O 

^^^^^^^ 



490 HISTORY OF FRANCE. C 12 ^, 

I 

cefes of Liege, Metz, Verdun, and Bafle ; exhorting him, at the fame time 
to haften the equipment of an armament, which he hoped might frill effeft the 
reftoration of the houfe of Anjou. The king of France had alfo another mo- 
tive for complying with the injunctions of the pope ; the late pontiff having, 
when he excommunicated the king of Arragon, bellowed his fceptre on Charles 
of Valois, a younger fon of Philip ; that monarch, therefore, to eilablifh the 
pretenfions of his fon, levied an army of one hundred and twenty thoufand 

men, with which he paffed the Pyrenees, and, penetrating into Catalonia, 

laid (lege to Gironne. The town, furrounded by rocks, was ftrong both by 
nature and art ; the inhabitants defended themfelves with vigour ; and the be- 
iiegers were farther harafled by Pedro, who had left Sicily on the news of this 
invafion, and placed himfelf at the head of his troops. The French fleet lay at 
the neighbouring port of Rofez, and fupplied the army with provifions ; a confi- 
derable convoy was to be forwarded to the camp on the clay of the Affumption, 
of which Pedro being apprifed, he placed himfelf in ambufh, at a convenient 
ipot, with five hundred horfe and two thoufand foot : Philip, by means of a 
ipy, was informed of his plan ; he accordingly difpatched Ralph de Nefic, 
with five hundred picked men, who, taking the Spaniarckby furprife, threw them 
into confufion, killed the greater part, and wounded the king himfelf, who died 
foon after. 

The confequence of this viftory was the furrendcr of Gironne by capitula- 
tion ; but the exceflive heat of the weather, in a climate always fultry, occafioiv- 

ed an epidemic diforder that proved very deftruftive to the, troops; this circum- 
ftance determined the king to repafs the Pyrenees, and fpend the winter in his 
own dominions : but, before he decamped, he permitted a great part of his fleet 
to return to France ; and thefe Ihips being met by the Spanh'h admiral, with a 
iuperior force, a defperate aftion enfued, in which the French were totally de- 
feated, with the lofs of thirty velfels : thofe which were left behind experien- 
ced a fimilar fate ; they were attacked by furprife in the port of Rofez, when 
the crew were afiiorc, and not a fingle (hip efcaped. The inhabitants of Ro- 
fez having favoured the attack, the French fet fire to the town, and reduced it 
to afhes. This misfortune, which deprived the army of its accuftomed iup- 
plies, haftened the king's retreat. When he had advanced as far as Villeneuve, 
he began to experience a v/ant of provifions ; the heavy rains that fell about 
this time rendered the roads almoftimpaffable ; and, to add to his diftrefs, the 
Arragonians had feized the principal paffes of the Pyrenees, and inceffantly 
harafled the troops on their march. All the baggage fell into the hands of the 
enemy; and, ere the king could quit the country, he was feized with the lame 
fatal diforder that had made fuch ravages in his camp. Unable to bear the mo- 
tion of a horfe, he was placed in a litter ; and, having with difficulty forced 
the paffage of the Pyrenees, arrived at Perpignan, where he expired, on the 
fifth of Oftobeiv in the forty-firft year of his age, and the fixteenth of his reign. 
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Fhilip was liberal, munificent, and humane; attentive to the happinefs of his 
people, he was careful not to burden them with opprefllve imports ; aware of 
the calamities produced by war, he difplayed a laudable anxiety for the pre- 
fer vat ion of peace, except towards the conclufion of his reign, when he fuffer- 

to, filence the fuggeftions of prudence. By accep- 
ting from the pope a crown which belonged to another, he tacitly acknowledged 
the right of the fovereign pontiff to difpofe of thrones at his pleafure ; and en- 
gaged his fuccelfor in a conteft, from which neither honour nor advantage couid 

bereafonably expe&ed. Why the appellation of Hardy was conferred on him 
we know not, as no tranfaftion of his life could give him a claim to that epithet. 
Though Philip pofTelfed no fplendid endowments, he had many amiable quali- 
ties, which rendered hislofs anobjeft of lamentation to his fubjefts. 

Philip was twice married : by his firft wife, Ifabella of Arragon, he had 
Lewis, fuppofed to be poifoned ; Philip, furnamed the Fair, who fucceeded 
him in the throne ; Charles, count of Valois ; and Robert, who died in his 
infancy. By his fecond wife, Mary of Brabant, he had Lewis, count ofEvreux; 
Margaret, who was afterwards married to Edward the Firft, king of England ; 
and Blanche, wife to Rodolphus, duke of Auftria, eldeft fon of the emperor 
Albert the Firft. The domains of the crown were augmented, during this 
reign, by the acquifition of the county of Touloufe, the port of Barfleur, fome 
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A. D. 1285 to 1 29 1.] PHILIP the Fourth, the beauty of whofe face, and 

the graces of whofe perfon, had acquired him the appellation of The Fair, was 
but in his eighteenth year when his father died ; yet, with a fpirit fuperior to 
his ability, he undertook to accompliih all the fchemes of his predecefTor — to 
feat his brother Charles of Valois on the throne of Arragon ; to aflert the claims 
of the Infants de la Cerda to that of Caftille ; and to conftrain the rebels of Si- 
cily to renew their fubmiffion to the houfe of Anjou. Before he entered on the ' 
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execution of his plans, he repaired to Rheims, where he was crowned with his 
confort Jane, who, in her own right, was alio queen of Navarre: and who, 
with her hand, had bellowed on her hulband the important counties of Cham- 
pagne and Erie. 

A very fliort time fuffked to convince the young monarch, that the fchemes 
he had undertaken'were far beyond his power, and to fliew him the folly of his 
vifionary projects. After many vain and unfuccefsful attempts on the territo- 
ries of the king of Arragon, he was compelled to liften to an accommodation. 
By abandoning the interefts of the Infants de la Cerda, he adjafted the difputcs 
with Caftille ; and the terms of peace between Alfonfo, who had fucceeded his 
father Pedro in the throne of Arragon, and Philip, were fettled by the media- 
tion of Edward the Firft of England. At the interceffion of that monarch, 
Charles, prince of Salermo, furnamed The Lame, was releafed from captivity ; 
part of his ranfom was paid by the generofity of Edward himfelf ; and Charles 
confented to renounce his claim to Sicily, and to prevail on Charles of Valois 
to withdraw his pretentions to Arragon ; to this the brother of the king of 
France readily affented, on receiving the hand of Margaret, eldeft daughter to 
Charles the Lame, and the valuable dowry of the important counties of Anjou 

and Maine. 

A. D. 1292 to 1294J But the tranquillity eftablifhed by this accomodation 
was fpeedily interrupted by a difpute with England ; a dilpute more ferious in 
its nature, and more dangerous in its confequences : — A Norman and an Eng- 
lifh veflel met off the coaft near Bayonne, and both of them having occaflon for 
water, they fent their boats to land, and the feveral crews came at the fame 
time to the fame fpring ; a quarrel enfued, when a Norman, drawing his dag- 
ger, attempted to ftab an Englifhman 5 who, grappling with him, threw his ad- 
verfary on the ground ; and the Norman, as was pretended, falling on his own 
dagger, was {lain*. This fcuffle between two feamen about water, foon kin- 
dled a bloody war between the two nations, and involved a great part of Europe 
in the quarrel. The mariners of the Norman fhip carried their complaints to 
the French king ; and Philip, without inquiring into the fatf, without demand- 
ing redrefs, bade them take revenge, and trouble him no more about the mat- 
tert. The Normans, who had been more regular than ufual in applying to the 
crown, needed but this hint to proceed to immediate violence : they feized an 
Englifh fhip in the channel ; and hanging, along with fome dogs, feveral of the 
crew on the yard-arm, in prefence of their companions, difmiffed the veffelT, 
and bade the mariners inform their countrymen that vengeance was now taken 
for the blood of the Norman killed at Bayonne. This injury, accompanied 
with fo general and deliberate an infult, was refented by the mariners of the 

* Walling, p. 58; Heming. vol. i. p. 39. + Walfing, p, 58. t Heming. vol. A p. -49-3 ■ 
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Cinque Ports, who, without carrying any complaint to the king, or waiting for 
reelrefs, retaliated, by committing fimilar barbarities on all French veffels with- 
out diilinftion. The French, provoked by their loifes, preyed on the fhips of 
all Edward's fubjecls, whether Englifh or Gafcon : the lea became a fcene of 
piracy between the nations : the fovereigns, without either feconding or re- 
preffing the violence of their fubje&s, feemed to remain indifferent fpe&ators :• 

the Englifh made private affociations with the Irifli and Dutch feamen ; the 

French with the Flemifli and Genoefe*; and the animofity of the people on both 
fides became every day more violent and barbarous. A fleet of two hundred 
Norman veffels let fail to the lbuth for wine and other commodities ; and in 
their paffage feized all the Englifh fhips which they met with, hanged the fea- 
men, and took pofTefiion of the goods.- The inhabitants of the Englifh fea-ports, 
informed of this incident, fitted out a fleet of fixty Tail, flronger and better 
manned than the others, and awaited the enemy on their return : after an ob- 
flinate battle, they put them to the route, and funk, deftroyed, or took the 
greater part of themt. No quarter was given ; and it is pretended that the 
lofs of the French amounted to fifteen thoufand men, which is accounted for by 
this circumftance, that the Norman fleet was employed in tranlporting a confi- 
derable body of foldiers from the fouth.- 

The affair was now become too important to be any longer overlooked by the' 
fovereigns. On Philip's fending an envoy to demand reparation and reftitution,- 
the king difpatched the bifhop of London to the French court, in order to accom- 
modate the quarrel. He firft faid, that the Englifh courts of juftite were open 
to all men ; and, if any Frenchman was injured, he might feek reparation by' 
courfe of lawt. He next offered to adjuft the matter by private arbiters ; by 
a perfonal interview with the king of France ; or by a reference either to the' 
pope or the college of cardinals, or any particular cardinals agreed *on by both 
parties|| . The French, probably the more difgufted, as they were hitherto 
lofers in the quarrel, refufed all thefe expedients :' the veffels arid the goods of 
merchants were confifcated on both fides : depredations were continued by the 
Gafcons on the weft em coaft of France, as well as by the Englifh in the chan- 
nel. Philip cited Edward, as duke of Guienne, to appear in his court, at Paris, 
and anfwer for thefe offences^ and the king of England, apprehenfive of danger 



to that province, fent John Saint John, an experienced foldier, to Bourdeaux, 
and gave him dire&ions to put Guienne* in a pofture of defence§. 

In order-, however, to prevent a final rupture between the nations, Edward 
difpatched his brother Edmond, earl ofLancafter,to Paris ; and, as this prince had- 
efpoufed the queen of Navarre, mother to- Jane, queen -of France, he feemed, on* 
account of that alliance, the moft proper perfon for finding expedients to accom*~ 

* Heming, vol, i. p. 40. + Walfing. p. 60, Trivet, p. 7.74 ; Chron. Dunft, vol* ii. p. 609.- 

% Trivet, p. 275. |).. Idem> ibid. § Idem. p. 27/St- 
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modate the difference. Jane pretended to interpofe with her good offices ; Ma- 
ry, the queen-dowager, feigned the fame amiable difpofition : and thefe two 
princefles told Edmond, that the circumftance molt difficult to adjuft was the 
point of honour with Philip, who thought himfelf affronted by the injuries com- 
mitted againft him by his fub-vaffals in Guienne : but, if Edward would once 
confent to give him feifin and poffeflion of that province, he would think his 
honour fully repaired, would engage to reftore Guienne immediately, and would 
accept of a very eafy iatisfaftion for all the other injuries. The king of England 
was confulted on the occafion ; and,- as he then found himfelf in immediate 
danger of war with the Scots, which he regarded as the more important con- 
cern, this politic prince, blinded by his favourite pallion for fubduing that na- 
tion, allowed himfelf to be deceived by lb grofs an artifice* : he lent his bro- 
ther orders to fign and execute the treaty with the two queens. Philip folemn- 
ly promifed to execute his part of it ; and Edward's citation to appear at the 
court of France was accordingly recalled. But, no fooner was Philip put in 
pofleffion of Guienne, than the citation was renewed ; Edward Was condemned 
for non-appearance ; and Guienne, by a formal fentence, was declared to be 
forfeited, and annexed to the crownt, 

* Rymer, vol. ii. p. 619, 620; Walling, p. 61.; Heming. vol. i. p. 42, 43 ; Trivet, p. 277. 
+ Rymer, voL ii. p. 62c, 622 ; Waif. p. 6( ; Trivet, p. 278; Hume. 

Such is the account of the rupture between the two monarchs as given by all the EngHlh hiftorians. The 
French writers, however, differ from them mod effentially ; the abbe Veil)*, in' particular, confiders the 
circumftance of the treaty figned by the earl of Lancafter and the two queens as entirely fabulous; here 
jedh the teftimony of Edmond, as that of an intereftcd evidence ; and regards the ncgkft to produce the 
treaty, either at the time, or at any fubfequcnt period, as an infallible proof that it never exifted, — In 
the fcuffle between the two failors, he makes theEngliihman the aggreifor, nbferving, that his inability to 
cope with his adverftry induced him to draw his knife and (lab him ; he is fuont as to the application of the 
Norpians to Philip for rcdrefs; and makes Edward a party in the depredations afterwards committed on 
tbcfubjefts of France ; he denies the ceflion of Guienne by the king of England, and affirms, that that 
duchy was reduced by Philip, in confeqaencc of Edward's rcfufal to appear in the court of his fupcrior 
lord : nay, farther, he afferts that Edward connived at its reduction, u becaufe he had Ion? been forming 




* c re-conqucred it by force of arms, he fhould no longer hold it as a fief of the French crown, but enjoy it 
« l by the right of war, and in all fovcreignty." In confequence of this rcfolution, he tells us, Edward font 
two friars to Philip ro declare that he no longer acknowledged him for his fovereign, and fhould not in fu- 
ture pay him homage. With regard to the aifertion of William de Nangis, it is not only uncorroborated 
by any contemporary hiftorian, but is flatly contradidlcd by the accounts of all other writers, and by the 
whole tenourof Edward's conduft. Had Edward really had fuch a projeft in contemplation, would he 
have exerted himfelf in the manner he did to fettle the affairs of Sicily, and tocftablith a peace between 
France and Arragon ? Would he not rather have widened the breach between the two monarchs, in order 
to profit by their diffention for the more eafy and efFeftual accompliihment of his own plan ? To have 
ftrengthened the hands of an adverfary whom he was about to attack, would have difplayed a degree of jm- 
becilityiiighly repugnant to the known charafterof Edward : this affcrtxon, therefore, muft, in our opini- 
on, fall to the ground* As to the circumftance of the fcuffie between the failors, and the conduct of the 
two kings upon this occafion, the abbe Velly, with all the other French writcrs/derives his intelligence folely 
from die author of theSpicilegium, whofe fingle teftimony is certainly inefficient to overturn that of the 
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A. D. 1295.] The two monarchs now prepared for war, and each fought 
to ftrengthen himfelf by forming alliances with the neighbouring powers. Ed- 
ward, fenfible of the difficulties he fhonld encounter in the recovery of Gafcony, 
where he had not retained a ilngle place in his hands, endeavoured to compen- 
fate that lofs, by attaching to his caufe fever al princes who, he projected, 
ihould attack France on all quarters, and make a diverfion of her forces. Adol- 
phus de Naflau, king of the Romans, entered into a treaty with him for that 
purpofe* ; as did alio Amadous, count of Savoy ; the archbifhop of Cologne ; 
the counts of Gueldres and Luxembourg; and the duke of Brabant and the 

count of Bar, who had married his two daughters, Margaret and Eleanor. 
Philip, on his fide, concluded a treaty with John Baliol, king of Scotlandf ; 
and alfo engaged, as allies, Albert duke of Auftria, fon to the emperor Pvo- 
dolphus ) Humber, dauphin of Vienne ; and Hugh de Longwy, and James de 
Chatillon, lords of Leufe and of Conde. The count of Flanders had not yet 
declared himfelf, though his intentions were ftrongly fufpected by Philip, who, 
having drawn him to Paris, on fome pretext or other, arretted him and his wife, 
and imprifoncd them both in the Louvre! , for having violated their duty as va£ 
fals. It was in fa<tt, fays Velly, an eftabliftied law of the realm, that the no- 
bles who attended the court, and thofe who held immediately of the crown, 

■ 

different hiftorians we have quoted in the text, and on whofe authority the Englith writers have founded 
\ their narrative of the tranfaftions. 

The abbe Velly *a attempt to juftify Philip from the charge of treachery, with regard to the ceflion of 
Guicnnc, is not more fuccefsful. — The non-exiftance of the treaty, fa id to be fig ned by the two queens, 
is by no means to be inferred from its not having been produced ; fince it docs not appear that any period 
occurred, during the reign of Philip, at which its production was requifite. — His objection to the tcftimo- ' 
ny of the earl of Lancatter, merely becaufehe was the brother of Edward, is neither liberal nor folid. — 
On what grounds is the authority of Walter Hemingford and Nicholas Trivet to be rejected ? They were 
both contemporary writers ; the latter, in particular, was well qualified to write on French affairs, fince 
he tMlsasj in his preface (Nicolai Triveti Annales, edit, Oxon. 1 7 xg> p. 2,) that » he ftudted at Paris, 
" where he read thehiftorics of France and Normandy with great care; and faithfully extracted cut 6£ 
g< them everything that related to the Knglifh nation/' From thefe extracts, from what came ro his 
own knowledge, and from what he learned from the information of men worthy of credit, he telis us, he 
compofedhis work- He was not, therefore, a man likely to be impofed upon by popular reports, or to 
be fwayed by popular prejudice : indeed his < Hiftorical Annals' betray no marks either of partiality, pre- 
cipitation, or innacuracy, Velly refts folely on the improbability of the circumftance, and on the non- 
production of the treaty; he adduces no proof, no authority, in fupport of his opinion: evidence thus 
vague and presumptive (if indent "it can be called evidence) cannot furely be oppofed to the pnfitive tefti- 
mony of contemporary writers. Velly frequently accufes Matthew Paris and Rapin of prejudice and par- 
tiality ; how far fuch accufations become him, will befl appear from the following preface to his account of 
the prefent tranfaftion. 

" If prudence forbid us to pay implicit belief to the French, who alwavs ch&rifhed honour as their dea- 
" reft idol, greater credit is certainly not due to the Engliih writers, who, as we learn from daily expe- 
fC rience, do not fcruple to advance fafts, that owe their exiftence but to their own prejudice/'' Such an 
author mult be read with caution, on all matters in which the oppofite interefts of the rival kingdoms are 
concerned ; and his authorities muft be carefully confulted ! 

m * Hearing, vol. i, p. + Rymer, vol, ii. p* 680 ; Pyrpne'ft Colledt. vol. iii. p. 602 ; Heming, vol, 

*♦ P* 7 6 > 77- X Spicil. t. iii. p, 150. 
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could not marry, themfelves, nor give their children in marriage, without the 
king's confent. The count, by promifing his daughter to the eldeft fon of the 
king of England, had violated this hidiipenfable duty ; and Philip became judge 
in his own caufe, and punifliedhim without a trial. To obtain his liberty, 
Guy was willing to promife whatever was required of him ; the king, there- 
fore, infilled on his daughter being left with him as a hoftage for the fidelity 
of her father ; and, on that condition, he releafed his noble captives. 

A. D. 1296.] At length hoflilities commenced ; the En glifh fleet entered 
the Garonne, landed a large body of troops, under the command of John de 

Bretagne, earl of Richmond, and other officers of reputation*, who made 
themfelves matters of the town of Bayonne, as well as of Bourg, Blaye, Reole, 

Saint Severe, and other places, which ftraitened Bourdeaux, and cut off it 

communication both by fea and land. The favour which the Gafcon nobility 
bore to the Englifli government facilitated thefe conquefts, and feemed to pro- 
mife ftill greater fuccelfes ; but this advautage was foon loft by the mifcondutt 
of fome of the Englifnofficerst. The French army, under theconduft of th 
king's brother, Charles de Valois, having laid fiege to Pondenfac, a fin all for- 
trefs near Reole., obliged Giffard, the governor, to capitulate ; and the articles 
though favourable to the Englifh, left all the Gafcon prifoners at difcretion, of 
whom about fifty were hanged by Charles as rebels ; a policy, by which he 
both intimidated that people, and produced an irreparable breach between them 
and the Engliflit. That prince immediately attacked Reole, where the earl of 
Richmond himfelf commanded ; and, as the place feemed not tenable, the En- 
- glifli general drew his troops to the water-fide, with an in intention of embark- 
ing with the greater part of the army. The enraged Gafcons fell upon his rear, 
and, at the fame time, opened their gates to the French, who, befides making 
themfelves matters of the place, took many prifoners of diftinftion. Saint Se- 
vere was more vigoroufly defended by the carl of Oxford j but was, at laft, 
obliged to capitulate. Philip, not content with thefe fuccefles in Gafcony, 
threatened England with an invafion ; and, by a fudden attempt, his troops 
took and burnt Dover|J ; but, though they were fufilciently ftrong, faysthe/%^ 
cions William de Nangis, to conquer the whole Englifli monarchy — they foon 
after retired. 

■ 

Thus the war was confined to Guienne, whither Edward fent a frefh army of 
feventhoufand men, under the command of his brother, the earl of Lane after. 

That prince gained, at firft, fome advantage over the French at Bourdeaux; 

but he was foon after feized with a violent diftemper, of which he dted at Bay- 
.01111 e. The command devolved on the earl of Lincoln, who, unable to cope 
with the fuperior forces of the count of Artois, was obliged to remain in a ftatp 
of inaftivity§. 

f -Trivet, p, 279. f Hume, vol. ii. p. 264. $ Heming. vol. i. p. 49. || Trivet., p. sSjj 

Chron. Dunft, vol, ii, p. 642. § Heming. vol. i. p. 72* 73, 74, 




5296-] PHILIP THE FOURTH. 497 

The king of England, however, being refolvcd to recover the. ancient pa- 

trimony of his family, laid a plan for carrying the war into a quarter where 
Philip was lefs prepared for refiftance. With this view, he married his daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth, to John count of Holland, and, at the fame time, contracted an 
alliance with Guy, count of Flanders, flipulated to pay him the fum of feven- 
ty-five thoufand pounds, and proje&ed an invafion, with their united forces, 
upon Philip, their common enemy*. He hoped, that .when he himfelf, at the 
head of the Englifh, Flemifli, and Dutch armies, reinforced by his German allies 
(to whom he had promifed or remitted confiderable fums), fhould enter the 
frontiers of France, and threaten the capital itfelf, Philip would, at laft, be 
obliged to relinquifh his acquifitions, and pur chafe peace by the reftitution of 
Guiennef. 

The numerous enemies which Philip had to encounter demanded the whole 
ftrength of the kingdom : he therefore publifhed an ordonnance, by which he 
forbade aULprivate wars, and fufpended thofe which were already begunt . All 
noblemen who were engaged in hoflilities, received orders to conclude truces, 
or to give fureties that they would not attack each other, till the king's war was 
terminated. During that period alfo, tilts, tournaments, and judicial combats, 
were profcribed ; and fuch as were injured were compelled to apply for redrefs 
to the eftabliflied courts of juftice. Creditors were forbidden to.feize the arms 
and horfes of knights for debt, by which means many were induced to join the 
royal ftandard, who would other wife have been afraid to appear. 

About this time Celeitine the Fifth refigned the triple crown, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Boniface the Eighth, a man of a violent and enterprifmg fpirit:, who, 
inftead of promoting the interefts of religion, fought to ufurp a temporal fove- 
reignty over all the monarchs of Europe ; arrogating to himfelf the right of di£- 
pofing of crowns. — Already had he fixed, in an arbitrary manner, the fucceffion 
to the throne of Hungary, and bellowed Sardinia and Corfica on the king of 
Arragon ; he next caft his eyes on France and England, and fent two legatesj], 
Berard, bifliop of Albany, and Simon, bifliop of Palefline, with orders to nego- 
tiate a peace between the two monarchs ; or, fhould they fail in that, at leafi 
to make them, under pain of excommunication, conclude a truce. Philip, juft- 
ly offended at this dictatorial method of proceeding, told them, that a king of 
France was not accuftomed to receive orders from any one with refpefl: to the 
government of his. dominions ; that his difpute with England was not a matter 
of religion ; that the pope, on fuch an occafion, fhould confine himfelf to exhor- 
tations, and not prefume to iffiie commands, which muffc neceffarily be treated 
with contempt. This proper exertion of fpirit enraged Boniface, who determi- 



ned to embrace the firft opportunity of being revenged ; and a circumftance foon 



occurred, which he thought favourable for his purpofe. 

* Rymer, vol. ii. p, 761 ; Walfing. p. 68. + Hume. ± Ordon. des Roisde France, torn, i. 3*8, 

[| Rap. An, 1295, n. 46; 1296, n, 18, 
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The count of Flan der s , unable to obtaip from Philip the releafe of his daugh- 
ter, had fent to Rome, to defire that the matter might be examined before the 
tribunal of the fovereign pontiff*; the appeal flattered the vanity of Boniface 
and, at this period, was peculiarly pleafing to him : his firft care was to order 
the bilhop of Meaux to fummon the king to do juftice to the count ; or, if he 
fhould perfift in his refufal, to cite him to appear at the foot of the pontifical 
throne/ where his fentence would be pronounced. The prelate did not forget 
a fingle circumftance of his commiffion ; and, perceiving that the king treated 
his citations with proper contempt, he thought to intimidate him, by declaring, 
that the pope was refolved to employ even the thunders of the church, in order 
to enforce obedience to his mandates, Philip, more enraged at the audacity, 
than alarmed at the threats of the pontiff, anfwered, like a prince who enter- 
tained a juft fenfe of his own dignity, u That he thought it ftrange that Boni- 
" face fhould prefume to talk in fuch a lofty ftyle on a matter which was fo- 
reign from his jurifdidtion ; that he had a court of his own, in which his fnb- 

jetts and his vaffals were tried ; that he acknowledged, in temporal concerns, 

no fuperior but God, to whom alone he was obliged to give an account of 

" his conduct ; that he advifed the pope to fave himfelf fo much ufelefs trou- 
<c ble, iince all his menaces would prove inefficient to introduce popifh maxims 
a into the French empale. " 

Boniface, more angry than difcouraged at the inutility of his efforts, made 
one other attempt, which, though it caufed a great difturbance, proved equally 
unfuccefsful. The king, furrounded by powerful enemies, againft whom he 
was compelled to make immenfe preparations, which, of courfe, were attend- 
ed with confiderable expence, found himfelf under the neceffity of impofmg ad- 
ditional taxes on his fubjefts. — The firft impoft to which he had recottrfe was 
oppreffive, becaufe partial ; it confided in the exa&ion of a hundredth, and af- 
terward a fiftieth, part of all property belonging to people in traded The evil 
effe&s of fuch a tax ibon became manifeft ; when the king, infteadof dividing 
it, as equally as the nature of his government would admit, on every clafs of 



cc 

cc 



people, transferred the whole of it from the tradefmen to the clergy. Thi 
was certainly an attempt to avoid one aft of injuftice by the commiffion of ano- 
ther, and betrayed either a fhameful want of political knowledge, or a culpa- 
ble inattention to one of the firft duties of a monarch. The, mode, however, 
by which fome part of the clergy fought to obtain redrefs, was equally inexcu- 
fable : they appealed from the edid of their fovereign to the authority of the 
pope ; the Roman pontiff was happy to embrace any opportunity for humbling 
the pride, and checking the power, of a refra&ory monarch ; and he thought, 
that, by undertaking to defend the immunities of the clergy, he fhould excite 
an infurreftion that might fhake the throne of Philip. 

* Demeles, p, 24; P, Dan, torn. iii. p. 41. f Spicil. torn, iiu p. 52* 
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With this view he publiffied the famous bull, which is fo well known in hiP 
tory by the appellation of Clerkis Laicos — a bull equally terrible to princes who 
exaft fubfidies from the clergy, and to ecclefiaftics who fubmit to fuch exac- 
tions. It begins by a ftrong and pathetic declamation on the ancient enmity of 
the laity to the clergy ; on the fhameful conduct of fovereign princes, who, in 
times of public neceffity, afTumed the power of impoflng taxes on the tempora- 
lities of the church j on the weaknefs of prelates, wbo, timid .and groveling, 

ftirunk before kings, who had no pozver either over their perfbns or their proper- 
ty, authorifing, by their filence, fuch deteftable abufes : it concludes with this 
curious decifion — u That no clerk, prelate, or monk, fhall pay to the tempo- 
" ral power, on any . account whatever, either a tenth, a twentieth, a hun- 
a dredth, or any other tax, under the name of aid, loan, voluntary gift, grant, 
u or fubfidy, without the exprefs permiffion of the fovereign pontiff. All thofe 
cc who fhall attempt to exaft any impoft — kings, princes, minifters, officers, 
" and clerks — are loaded with the anathemas of the church: all univerflties 
" who fhall prefume to confent to it are laid under an inter ditt ; and fuch pre- 
cc lates as do not oppofe it to the utmoft of their power are degraded." 

The prohibition was general, and the penalties announced by the bull were 
equally levelled at all fovereigns, without any particular mention of France : 
Philip, neverthelefs, thought the bull was principally directed againft himfelf ; 
he knew that fome of the clergy had complained to the pope of the new impoft ; 
he imagined that the general terms of the bull were calculated to conceal fbme 
artifice ; he was apprehenfive that Boniface intended, by degrees, to render all 
the princes of Europe vaffals of the holy fee, or, at leaft, to ufurp the fame au- 
thority over them, as he exerciled over the petty ftates of Italy ; and he, there- 
fore, determined to make reprifals ; and, for that purpofe, iffued two edifts, 
which, without mentioning Rome, affe&ed that court moft fenfibly*. The firft 
contained an order to all his revenue officers and others, not to fuifer the expor- 
tation of gold, filver, jewels, precious ftones, horfes, provifions, arms, or am- 
munition, without a pafsport figncd by himjelf. The fecond forbade all foreign- 
ers to enter the kingdom, or fettle there, for the purpofe of carrying on com- 
merce. Both edifts were general j and confiscation of property was the penal- 
ty annexed to a violation of them . 

The intention of Philip could not poffibly efcape the notice of Boniface, who 
took the earlieft opportunity of expreffing his refentment ; he ordered the bifhop 
of Viviers to deliver to the king a new built, more replete with pride, pre- 
emption, and arrogance, than the former : " If it was the intention of thofe who 
" framed the two editf:s," fays the pontiff, " to extend them to ecclefiaftics, it 

was not merely an imprudent, but a mad fcheme : that pretention alone, if it 

ever entered your thoughts, fubjefts you to the anathemas pronounced againft 

* Preuv, Diff. p. 13. + Ibid. 15 ; Rayn. n. 25, 
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£C thofe who invade the liberty of the holy church, which was made to com- 
cc mand, and not to be commanded. Learn, O king! that neither you nor any 
iC fecular prince, has the leaffc authority over the clergy." Boniface then en- 
tered into an explanation of his laft bull, which, he declared, was neither meant 
to deprive the king of thofe fervices which certain prelates were bpund to pay 
him, as vafFals ; nor even to oppofe imports upon the clergy, when levied with 
the permiflion of the holy fee : he next proceeded to the mod bitter reproaches, 
and reminded Philip, that the oppreffive taxes which he had impofed on hi 
fabje&s had caufed a fenfible diminution of their affections for him ; that he had 
given rife to the war which ruined his people ; that the decifion of that difpute 
belonged to the holy fee, fince the point to be decided was, whether he could, 
without being guilty of a (in, retain thofe places which he had taken from Ed- 
ward in Guienne, as well as the fovereignty of the county of Burgundy, which 
he had ufurped from Adolplius ; that it was fhameful in him to rejedi: the au- 
thority of a tribunal, which poffefled an univerfai jurifdi&ion, and by which 

even the cwo kings, his enemies, had confented to be judged ; he finifhed with 
the accuftomed threat of reducing him to obedience by means of excommuni- 
cations, interdicts, and all the ecclefiaftical artillery of the Vatican. 

Philip, undifmayed by the menaces of his fpiritual adverfary, anfwered his 
bull by a long manifefto, in which it was obferved, that, at all times, even be- 
fore the clergy formed an integral part of the French empire*, the kings of 
France poffeffed the right of publifhing ordonnances for the prefervation of the 
ftate, wjliich, he faid, was the only obje<ft he had in view in his late edicts (an ai- 
fertion, by the byej inconliftent with his dignity, as it was evidently falfe) ; that 
the church was an undivided whole, comprehending both laity and clergy, both 
alike entitled to the enjoyment of that liberty which was procured for them by 
the Holy Founder of their faith ; that particular privileges or immunities, gran- 
ted by the pope to ecclefiaftics, with the permiffion of their fovereigns, ought 
not to be prejudical to the welfare of the ftate ; that the clergy were members 
of the ftate equally with other fubjefts, and confequently ought to contribute, at 
leaft with their money, to its defence — an obligation which became more indif- 

penfable, in proportion to the extent of their poffeffions ; that the) were them- 
felves unable to defend thefe poffeffions from pillage; and that, in order to fe- 

cure them from invaiion, the nobles and the foldiers daily expofed their lives ; 
that it was contrary to the law of nature to forbid them, under the fevereft pe- 
nalties, to accede to fuch contributions, while they were permitted to diffipate 
their revenues, with impunity, in equipages, feafting, rich furniture, plays, and 
a thoufand worldly vanities, to the great prejudice of the poor ; that it was 
fnameful in the chief minifter of religion, to iffue anathemas for preventing the 

^payment of a tribute to Ceefar, which Jefus Chrift himfelf, and his apoftles in 

* Preuv. Diff. p. 22* 
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imitation of their mafter, paid to the princes in whofe territories they refided ; 
that the king paid a juft adoration to the Deity, and honoured the minifters of 
the church, but that he was not to be intimidated by the unjuft threats of men ; 
that he had feized Guienne, a fief of his crown, becaufe the king of England, 
his vaflal, refufed to appear in his court, whither he had been fummoned ; and 
that he had conquered the county of Burgundy, becaufe he had been provoked 
by the pride and mifconduft of Adolphus. 

At the fame time, Peter Barbet, bifhop of Rheims, wrote to the pope, in con- 
cert with the bifhops and abbots of his diocefc*, to entreat he would put a ftop 
to the confufion occafioned by his bull, with regard to ecclefiaftical immunities ; 
he reprefented the dangerous difcontents to which it had given rife in France ; 
obferved that the attempts- of his holinefs to extend the rights of the clergy might 
prove fatal to that body ; and that, by feeking to obtain for them new preroga- 
tives, it expofed them to the lofs of thofe privileges which they already pofTelTed.; 
that the princes and nobles, moft of whom had ecclefiaftics for vaffals, were as 
much offended with the proceedings of the court of Rome, as the king himfelf ; 
that it was in agitation to convene an affembly of prelates, who were chiefly 
vaffals to the king, in order to adopt meafures for maintaining the liberties of 
the kingdom, the honour of the fovereign, and the independence of the crown ; 

that all his brethren earneftly bef ought him torefpetf: the engagements they had 
contracted, and to have recourfe to mild and conciliatory meafures for enfuring 
the tranquillity of the Gallican church, which muft depend on its union with 
the king, princes, and nobles of the empire* The archbifhop fentfbme prelates 
of his diocefe with this letter to the fovereign pontiff, who were likewife defir- 
eel to point out to his holinefs the urgent neceffity of immediately revoking the 
bull in queftion, or elfe of explaining it in fuch a manner as would fatisfy the 
king and the nation. 

Philip, in the mean time, had tried to fbothe the pope by fufpending the exe- 
cution of his late edi&s ; but, convinced by experience of the inutility of fub- 
mifliont, he again put them in force, and gave the moft pofitive orders for the 
rigorous enforcement of the penalties annexed to a violation of them. Boni- 
face complained bitterly of his conduit, in a brief, in which he repeated the 
ftale maxims of the court of Rome : u That the king has neither right nor pow- 
cc er over the clergy ; that he can neither difpole of their property nor their 
u perfons ; and that, if he be rafh enough to attempt it, he incurs the penalties 
cc inflitted by the canons." The king, however, perfifted in his refolution ; and 
the pope, aftoniflied at the vigorous oppolition he experienced, even from thofe 
who, he expe&ed, would have efpoufed his caufe, at length confented to pub- 
Hfh fuch an explanation of his bull, as would, in his opinion, remove the prin- 
cipal objections to it. This curious manifesto is addrefTed to Philip! ; it de- 

* Preuv. Diff.p. 26. + Ibid. p. 24, 25. % Rayn. n, 49,. 
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clares, in fubftance, cc That his holinefs is willing that the clergy of France 
cc fhould pay fome contribution to the king, provided it proceed from their own 
u free will, under the name of a voluntary gift or a loan, not as a duty or im- 
cc poll levied by the authority of the fovereign ; that he does not comprehend 
cc in the exemptions fpecified in the bull, either thofe who hold fiefs of the crown, 
u or married clerks, or fuch as affume the clerical habit, for the mere purpofe 

cc of exempting themfelves from public taxes; that he permits the king, or his 

" officers in his name, to have recourfe to the holy fee, on prefling occafions, 
"for obtaining permiffion to levy fubfidies on the other prelates, or members 
cc of the clergy, who are, by their flat ion, exempt, privileged, independent of the 
" Jhcular authority, and the royal jurifdi&ion" 

Such a declaration as this was not likely to produce the defired reconciliation ; 
and fome of the proceedings of the pope, about this time, rendered the breach 
Itill wider : he publiflied a brief, by which the king was enjoined to forward 

the money which had been colle&ed from the clergy, as a fubfidy for the Roman 
pontiff; and all thofe who fhould oppofe its exportation from France, where it 
was fo much wanted, were threatened with excommunication* : the truce, too, 
which the pope had before ordered to be immediately concluded, under pain of 
anathema, was now publiihed, by the legates, ' throughout the kingdom, with- 
out the king's permiffion. Thus infulted by an ambitious prieft, Philip refolv- 
ed to affert his own dignity, and the independence of his crown ; he according- 
ly ifTued a proteft, by which he declared, that the care and adminiftration of 
the temporal power, in the kingdom of France, belonged to him, folely and ex- 
clufively ; that he neither acknowledged nor would fubmit to any fuperior ; that 
he was determined to exercife, with independence, the authority which heaven 
had given him over his fubjefts, an authority which he knew how to maintain 
pgainft all the efforts of the court of Rome ; that it had never been his inten- 
tion to fubmit to the pope in temporal matters, nor to partake with him a jurif- 
diftion for which he was indebted only to God and his fword ^ but that, in fpiri- 

tual concerns, he was always ready, in imitation of his predecefTors, to pay 

fuch obedience to the holy fee, as a true child of the church could and oughtt. 

A. D. 1297c] After this proteft had been circulated throughout the king- 
dom, Philip aflcmbled his army, and, marching towards Flanders, repulfed 
the troops who were deftined to guard the frontiers*, and pufhed forward to 
Lille, where Robert, fon to the count of Flanders, commanded in per ion: the 
king laid fiege to this important town, which was ftrongly fortified, and defen- 
ded by a numerous garrifon ; while the count of Artois made an invafion into 
the circumjacent country, and at Furnes obtained a fignal victory over the Fle- 
mings. The furrendei\of Furnes, Caifel, and all the neighbouring forts, was 
fhe conference of this defeat : another detachment repelled the troops of the 

*. Rap. p. 27. + Velly, vol. vii, p. 123, 
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count of Bar, who had entered Champagne, and, purfuing them into their own 
territories, laid wafte the country, with fire and fword. Philip, in the mean 
time, had prefled the fiege of Lille with vigour, though with little effeft ; he 

at length, indebted to the treachery of the inhabitants for the pofTeffion 
of the place j and Robert, the governor, was fuffered to march out with his 
troops, and retire to Bruges. The victorious progrefs of Philip was next 
diftinguifhed by the capture of Courtray ; but the king of England, who arri- 
ved in Flanders with an army of fifty thoufand men, was able to flop the ca-' % 



was 



This diipofition in 



reer of his victories ; and the French monarch, finding all the weak refources 
of the kingdom already exhaufted, began to dread a reverfeof fortune, and to 
apprehend an invafion of France itfelf. Edward, on the other hand, difap- 
pointedof afliftance from Adolphus, king of the Romans, which he had pur- 
chafed at a very high price, and finding many urgent calls for his prefence in 
England, was defirous of ending, on any honourable terms, a war, which fer- 
ved only to divert his force from the execution of more important fubjefts*. 

both monarchs foon produced a cefTation of hoftilities for 
two years; when Philip was left in pofTefli on of Lille, Courtray, Fumes, Caflfel, 
and Bruges, which advantage was chiefly owing to a powerful faftion which 

then prevailed in Flanderst. 

The pride of Boniface was, by this time, fomewhat humbled : the kings laft 
proteft, with the remonftrances of the clergy of Rheims, and the general mur- 
murs of the whole kingdom, alarmed the afpiring pontiff. Another bull was 
now publiflied, by which the former one received new modifications and expla- . 
nations, and in which the pope, at length, declared fully and unequivocally 
" That the bull, entitled Clericis Laicos, did not relate to France ^ and that the 
king and his fucceffors, might, for the defence of the ftate, in times of ne- 
ceflity, receive fubfidies from the clergy, without afking the permiffion or 



u 
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obtaining the confent of the fovereign pontiff ; that the necefiity of the cafe 
was to be -decided by the monarch and his privy council ; and, finally, that 
he never inte?ided to invade the liberties, franchifes, or cuftoms of the king- 
dom, nor the rights of the king, his counts and barons." — This declaration, 
which, bearing a falfhood on the face of it, might more juftly be termed a re- 
tratlation, was read in a general aflembly of the prelates of France ; but, not- 
withftanding the powpr-thus acknowledged to be veiled in the king, of levying 
taxes on the clergy by his own authority, Velly obferves, that till the reign of 

Francis the Firft, no tenths were impofed on them without the pope's confent ; 
but this circumftance is afcribed by the French hiftorians folely to the piety of 
their monarchs, difplayed, doubtlefs, in their refpeft for the head of the church* 
Boniface did not flop here ; aware of Philip's love of money, he granted him 
, a tenth of the revenues of the clergy for three years ; he alio promifed to ex- 
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t Meyer, 



504 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ I2 99* 

ert his influence in order to promote the elevation of his brother, the count of 
Valois, to the imperial throne ; and, farther to flatter him, he canonized his 
anceftor, Saint Lewis, after fixty-three miracles had been duly verified : u A 
* c canonization (fays the pope in one of his panegyrics on that monarch) which 
£C produced more writings than ah afs could carry. 



] But thefe amicable proceedings, on the part of the pope, pro- 
ceeded lefs from friendfhip than policy : he was anxious to obtain the produce 
of the tenth which had been levied on the clergy, and which the edift for pro- 
hibiting the exportation of money had hitherto prevented him from receiving. 
The king now fuftered this fum to be fent him ; and, at the fame time, ac- 
cepted his mediation for concluding a peace with England ; but Philip and Ed- 
ward, equally jealous of papal claims, took care to infert in their reference, 
that Boniface was made judge of the difference, by their confent, as a private 
perfon, not by any right of his pontificate ; and the pope, without feeming to 
be offended at this mortifying claufe, proceeded to give a fentence between 
them, in which they both acquiefced*. He brought them to agree that their 
union fhould be cemented by a double marriage : that of Edward himfelf, 
who was now a widower, with Margaret, Philip's fitter ; and that of the prince 
of Wales with Ifabella, daughter to the king of Fraricet j Philip was likewife 
willing to reftore Guienne to the Englifh, which, indeed, he had no good pre- 
tence to retain ; but he infifted that the Scots, and their king, John Baliol, 
ihould, as his allies, be comprehended in the treaty, and reftored to their liber- 
ty. The difference, after feveral difputes, was compromifed by their making 
mutual facrifices to each other : Edward agreed to abandon his ally, the count 
of Flanders, on condition that Philip ihould treat, in like manner, the king of 
Scots. The profpeft of conquering thefe two countries, whofe fituation made 
them fo commodious an acquifition to the refpe&ive kingdoms, prevailed over 
11 other confiderations ; but the final dil appointment, which both of them ex- 1 

the treacherous defertign of 



their allies. 



A- D. 1 299. J No fooner was the truce expired than the count of Valois 
led a French army into Flanders, at whofe approach Douay and Bethune open- 
ed their gates?. In vain did Robert, the fon of Guy, attempt to impede their 
progress; he fuftained a total defeat; after which Dam was taken, and all the 
neighbouring country reduced, except Ghent, whither Guy himfelf had reti- 



red. The 
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unable to refill: the power of Philip ; he knew likewife that his treacherous 
i lib] efts were fecretly negociating with the enemy for the furrender of his capi- 
tal; he therefore refolved tofue for peape: to his applications for that pur pole 

9 P.ymer^ vol. ii. p. 8175 Heming, vol. i. p. 149; Trivet, p. 310, + Rymer, vol. ii. p. 8?|, 
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he received for anfwer, that the only poflible means of obtaining pardon, was 
to repair to Paris,, with his two ions, Robert' and William, and throw himfelf 
on the king's mercy* ; on condition, that if he could not fettle the terms of ac- 
commodation within a year, he fhould be at liberty to return to .Flanders.- 
Abandoned by his ally, defertedby his own fubje&s, Guy was compelled to ac- 
cede to thefe hard terms ; he accordingly went to Paris with his Ions ; but 
the. imperious Philip received his fubmiflion with fcorn, and, treacheroufly re- 
fufing to ratifiy the treaty concluded with his brother, pronounced a fentence 
worthy a tyrant. — He firft made a merit of not putting thefe unfortunate vic- 
tims to death; v he then ordered Guy and his two Ions, with forty Flemifii no- 
blemen, who had accompanied them, to be confined in different prifons ; and 
declared the count's territories to be forfeited to the crown. Having thus a£led 
as judge in his own caufe, he proceeded to the execution of his fentence, by 
taking pofleffion of Flanders, which he declared to be united to the crown. 
The government of this important province was entrufted to Peter de Cha- 
tillon, the queen's uncle, whofe mil condudt punifhed Philip for his tyranny. 

The king of France having thus become matter of the dominions and perfon 
of an enemy who was highly formidable, as well from the fituation of his coun- 
try as from the protection he received from the court of Rome, fought far- 
ther to ftrengthen himfelf by forming alliances that might enable him to.oppofe 
more fuccefsfully the attempts of the fovereign pontiff. With this view he had 
a conference with Albert, the new king of the Romans, at Vaucouleurs, when 
the ancient alliance between France and the empire — which had been interrup- 
ted by Adolphus — was renewed. They engaged to defend the dominions" of 
each other, and to maintain the rights of their refpeftive crowns. It is preten- 
ded alfo, that the king of the Romans refigned all pretentions to the kingdom 
<of x\rles ; and that Philip, on the marriage of his fifter Blanche with Rodol- 
phus, the eldefl fon of Albert, ceded his rights to Alface and Lorraine. The 
Jtepey.who, notwithftanding thepromife he had given to the count of Valois, had 
ftrehuoufly feconded the promotion of x\lbert, in the hope of counterbalancing, 
by his means, the overgrowing power of France, was extremely enraged 
when he heard of this alliance. The king of the Romans, appearing the lefs 
formidable enemy of the two, was the firft to experience the effects of the pon- 
tiff's refentment. He refufed to confirm the eie&iori of Albert, and threaten- 
ed to deprive him of the dignity he enjoyed ; but that prince, heedlefs of his 
menaces, and affured of the protection of France, continued to purfue fuch 
, meafures as he thought mod confident with his own dignity, and the welfare 
.of his kingdom. 

A. D. 1 3c 1. 3 Philip and the pope, mutually irritated againft each other, 
could not longpreferve even the appearance of harmony. Ronifate appointed 

w 
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Bernard, bifhop of Pamiers, a prelate who was peculiarly difagreeahle to the 
kino-, his legate in France; and he had orders to exhort Philip to enter into a 



league with the'Perfians, for the expulfion of the infidels from Palcftine, and 
alfo to urge him to reftore the count of Flanders to liberty*. The legate,, 
in fulfilling his commiffion, dilplayed all the pride and arrogance of his maf- 
ter ; but he foon had occaiion to perceive, that the imperious tone he affum- 
ed only ferved to excite contempt. He then gave way to the natural impe- 
tuofity of his temper, and, lofing fight of that refpeft which he owed to his 
fovereign, told Philip before his council, cc that he held nothing of him; that 
u although his epifcopal town was fituated within the kingdom of France, he 
" was the fubjeft of no man ; he acknowledged no other power than that of 
" of the pope, as well in temporal concerns as in fpiritual matters/' He car- 
ried his infolence fhill farther, by telling the king, that his conduct to Boniface 
richly defer ved that punifliment which had been too long deferred ; and that, 
in a ihort time, he would fee his kingdom laid under an interdict, and afentence 
of excommunication pronounced againft himfelf. He then began a long di£ 
courfe to prove the temporal fuperiority of the pope over all the princes of 
ehriftendom ; when Philip, whofe patience was totally exhaufted, very properly 
drove him from his prefence, and ordered him to repair to Rome, to give an 
account of his embafly to the pope. Boniface, accuflomed to difappointment, 
was by no means difcouraged ; he commanded the prelate to return to his dio- 
cefe without delay, being convinced that his turbulent difpofition would focn 
urge him to excite cabals againft a prince whom he hated : nor was he de- 
ceived in the man : Bernard, prefuming on the protection of the fovereign pon- 
tiff, fpared no pains to render the king odious to his fubje&s. 

He conducted himfelf, however, with fo little caution, that it foon became 
neceffary to take ferious notice of his conduit ; the king, therefore, appointed 
fix commiffi oners to repair to his diocefe, and fecretly to inveftigate the falls of 
which he was accufed* Thefe commiffloners accordingly heard a variety of 
evidence, which tended to eftablifli the guilt of Bernard, who was, in confe- 
quence, cited to appear in the king's court ; a citation which he thought it pru- 
dent to obey* The charges preferred againft him were, that he had been heard 
to fay, that Saint Lewis had told him, that, under the reign, and through the 
mifcondudt, of his grandfon, the kingdom would be deftroyed, and irretrieva- 
bly reduced under the dominion of foreigners ; that Philip had no one good 
quality t ; that he was neither fprung from Charlemagne, nor was he of the true 
blood of the kings of France ; that he was defcended from baftardst ; that he 
was neither man nor beaft, but a phantom, a beautiful image,, fit for nothing 

* Bail!, p. 79, 80 ; P. Daniel, t. v. p. 63 ; Du Puy, Hift. du Diff. de Bonif. p. 9. 

t Marten. Anec. p. 1330 et fuiv. ; Hift. de Lang. t. iv. p. ioi, 102 ; Preuv. du diff. p. 632 et fuiv* 
653 et fuiv. Baill. p. 81 ; P. Dan. t. v. p. 64, 65. $ The bifhop alluded to the kings of Arragon, 

who were all baftards, arid from whom Ifabella> the kingjs mother, was defcended^ 



*3 



oi.] 



PHILIP THE FOURTH. 



507 



ted 



but to look and be looked at 5 that the only title he deferved was that of coiner; 
that he did all the evil he could to the inhabitants of Touloufe, who groaned 
beneath the tyranny of his extortions ; and, finally, that he had no authority in 
the town of Pamiers, which was wholly independent of France. Various other ac- 
cufations were preferred againft the bilhop, who denied them all, and protefied 
againft the proceedings ; affirming, that the witnefles had been led, by the fear 
of being applied to the torture, to depofe againft him. As the council could 
come to no decifion, he was configned to the care of his metropolitan, the arch- 
bifhop of Narbonne, who, after much hefitation, confented to take charge of 
him, declaring, however, at the fame time, that he would never fulfer him to be 

kept a prifoner, nor to fubmit to any punilhment. 

The king, perceiving that this affair might be attended with ferious confe- 
quences, refblved to ferid an ambaffador to Rome, in order to explain to the 
pope the juftice of his proceedings. The inftru&ions drawn up on the occafion, 
fet forth, that, being deflrous of gaining more ample information with refpe£t 
to the charges exhibited againft Bernard de Saiflet*, he had fummoned all the 
witnefles to appear in his court, who, on a fecond examination, had difcovered 
circumftances of a ftill darker nature than thofe which they had before impar- 
; that feveral of them, men of weight and credit, affirmed that the pre- 
late had advanced opinions, that were fcandalous, erroneous, and heretical ; 
for example— cc that the facrament of penitence was a mere human invention ; 
u that fornication, even in perfons admitted to holy orders, was no fin ; that 

cc the moft holy father our lord, pope Boniface, was a devil incarnate, who, 
cc againft God, Truth, and Juftice/had canonized SaintLewis, who was in hell 
that, although it had been decided, in the council of the nobles of the realm, 
that his majefly ought to punifh this, prelate as a convifted traitor, a crime 
which fet afide all privileges and dignities, and that he had alfb a right to pro- 
ceed againft him by depriving him of his temporalities, yet, neverthelefs, from 
refpeft for the church, from regard to its minifters, from deference to the holy 
fee, he had thought proper to make his holinefs acquainted with the circum- 
ftances ; that all France encouraged the hope that the fov ereign pontiff would 
the more willingly punifh the culprit, as he was obliged to revenge any infult 
offered to God, as the author of all lawful power 3 to the king as a fon of 
the church j to the kingdom, as forming a confiderable part of the chriftian 
world ; that, therefore, his holinefs was earneftly entreated to deprive him of 
his epifcopal dignity, and to declare he had forfeited all his clerical privileges, 
in order that the king might be enabled to bring him to condign punilhment, 
fince there was no probability of a reformation, having been bad from his youth, 
It is uncertain whether this embaffy took place or not ; the pope, however, 
was made acquainted with the foregoing inftru&ions, but, inftead of granting 
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the king's requeft, he employed all the thunders of the Vatican, to revenge an 
affront which he conceived was offered to himfelf, in the perfon of the bifliop 
of Pamiers. 

Bull after bull appeared, all dated on the fame^ day T but each more violent 
than the preceding one. The fir ft contained a declaration, cc that princes had 
4i no power over the perfons of ecclefiaftics* an order to the king to fuffer 
Bernard de Saiflet to repair to Rome, and to reftore allliis effeds; and, laftly, 
an intimation, that, unlefs he had good reafons to offer in juftification of his con- 
duct, with regard to that prelate, he had incurred the penalty, impofed by the 
canons on thole who fliould raflily lay their hands on a bifliop. So imperfectly 

were fovereigns, in thefe days, acquainted with their own rights, or rather 
lb much was their reafon blinded by fuperftition, that a bull of this nature 
involved them in the greateft perplexity. Philip was for fome time at a lofs 
how to aft. At length, a fecond bull, enjoining the archbifliop of Narbonneto 



imprifon Bernard, by authority of the holy fee, to inveftigate all the circum- 
ftances of the cafe, and to fend them to Rome, together with the dcpofitions* 
&c. under a lure guard, induced him to give up the pro fee ution, and to deli- 
ver the culprit into the hands of the legate, with orders, however, to quit the 
kingdom immediately. The dilpute with regard to the temporal authority of 
the pope daily growing warmer, the king, wholly employed by that important 
objeft, appears to have forgotten the prelate, whole pofTeflions and effe&s, how- 
ever, he took care to feize. Bernard, thus reduced to poverty, was obliged to 
remain at Rome till the conclufion of this famous quarrel ; he then returned 
to France, and, by fubmiffion, obtained a pardon, together with the reftitution 
of his temporalities. 

A. D. 1 301, i'302, 1303.] The renewal of hoftilities between Philip and Bo- 
niface was, announced by a bull from! the latter, which fufpended all the 
privileges granted by his holinefs, not only to the king and his fucceffors, but 
even to the ecclefiaftical and other members of his council ; revoked the fa- 
vours obtained from the holy fee, for defraying the expences of the war in 
which France was engaged ; and, finally, prohibited the clergy to grant either 
tenths, or fubfidies, to the crown, without the exprefs permiffion of the court of 
Rotnet. This fingular mandate, however, failed of its effeft; it was defpifed 
by the nation, and the public tranquillity remained undifturbed. 

' The pope next appointed the archdeacon of Narbonne as his nuncio, and or- 
dered him to deliver another bull to Philip, in which he explained himfelf 'more 
clearly than he had hitherto ventured to do. The bull is conceived in thefe- 
termst, " Boniface, bifhop, fervant of the fervants of God, to Philip, king of 
kC - the French. Fear the Lord, and keep his commandments. We would have 

* Preuv. Diff. p* 661. f Ibid. p. 42. % Glo, in Concih gener. Conftit. de Eleft in 6 5 Pr. du: 
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iC you to know, that you are fubje& to us as well in temporal matters as in {pi- 
" ritual concerns; that the collation to livings and prebendaries does no wife 
" concern you; and that if the care of churches, during a vacancy, be- com- 
<r mitted to you, it is only for the purpofe of enabling you to rcferve the pro- 
u ducefor thofe who fhall be elefted. If you have appointed to any livings, 
" we declare fuch appointments, null in law$ and revoke all tranfactions of a 
a fimilar nature. Such as fhall maintain a different opinion, fhall be reputed 
cc heretics/' 

The king anfwered in the fame ftyle — u Philip, by the grace of God, king 
of the French, to Boniface, the pretended pope, little or no health. Be it 
iC known to your fuperlative folly that we are fubjeft to no one in temporal mat- 
" ters; that the appointments to livings and vacant fees belong to us by the 
rights of our crown ; that the revenues of vacant churches are ours ; that 

the appointments we have made and may make, are valid, for thepaft as for 
the future, and that we will fuppor/t, with all our power, thofe whom we 

have appointed, and thofe whom we fhall appoint. Such as fhall maintain a 
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different opinion, fhall be reputed fools and madmen*. 
The pope ftill perfifled, and a fourth bull appeared : It began' thust, 
tend, O my fan, to the precepts of your father ; open your heart to the inr- 
fixu&ions of a matter, who holds the place of him who is the fole Matter 
u and Lord ; receive with docility the advice of the holy church, your mo- 
ther; execute her orders with fidelity, and fubmit with refpecft to her will, 
u which is ours/' Boniface next proceeded to make a faife quotation from 
fcripture, by faying, that God had fet him over the kings and the kingdoms, to 
root out, and to deftroy, to difperfe, and to build, .and to plantt. Then, ex- 
horting the king not to encourage the idea, that he has no fuperior upon earth, 
and that he is not fubjett to the head of the ecclefiaftical hierarchy, he declares, 
that fuch an opinion would fubjeft him to the imputation of folly, madnefs, .and 
infidelity. Adverting to the fituation of the kingdom, he obferves, that Philip 
" oppreffed his fubjefts by a multiplicity of onerous imports, and by a frequent 
adulteration of the coin ; that he tyrannized- over the clergy, by forcibly 
compelling them to appear at his tribunal ; by exacting from them tenths 
and fubfidies, although no layman could have any power over the church ; 
by forbidding them to employ the fpiritual fword. againft fuch as offended 
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* This letter is ftill to be feen among the manufcripts in the library of the Vatican, whence a copy of it 
has been taken 1 by M. de Saint Palaye of the French academy.— Velly. 
+ Preuv. du Diff. p. 48, et fuiv. 

J The text runs thus : «■ See I have this day fet thee over the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root 
" out, and pulldown, and to deftroy, and to throw down, and to build, and to plant," (Jcr. i. 10). Befides,. 
as M. Fleury has juftly obferved, (Hift. Eccl. t. tfix. 1. 80, p. 16) the order given to Jeremiah, « to root out 
•^and to plant," related only to his miflionas a prophet, and to his commiflion to predidl the revolutions o£ 
kingdoms: it was, therefore, grofsly abfurd in Boniface, to quote this paflage as a confirmation of his powers 
ever temporal as well as fpiritual mattery 
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them, and to exercife their jurifdittion over the monafleries, which he pre- 
" tended were fubjeft to himfelf ; by haralfmg in the mod defpotic manner 
u the noble church at Lyons, although it was not within his kingdom ; and by 
" treating it fo cruelly that it found itfelf reduced to a ftate of poverty the 
" jnoft wretched ; that he- gave offence to all the nobles of the realm by his 
" violent proceedings, by refilling to grant, them juflice when they afked it, 
and. to acknowledge the competence of any court to decide between them 
and their fovefeign ; and that he appointed to vacant livings, in contempt of 
the holy fee, which alone had the right to difpofe of them/' Befidcs thefe 
grounds of complaint Boniface enumerates a long lift of grievances of a fimilar 
nature, and concludes by citing Philip to appear, either in perfon, or by a re- 
presentative, at the court of Rome, "in order to hear God's judgment and his 
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By a fifth bull, which followed clofe upon the preceding one, the. arrogant 
pontiff fummoned all the clergy of France to attend a council, which he had 
convened at Rome, for the purpofe of adminiftering a remedy to the dreadful 
disorders which, he faid, prevailed in the kingdom. 

Philip committed to the flames the raoft offcnfive of thefe bulls, and expelled 
the legate from his prefence. But the fuperftitious reverence which the peo- 
ple were wont to pay to the fovereign pontiff rendered it neceffary to aft with a 
certain degree of caution : he therefore fought to intereft his fubjefts in his 
caufe, and to ftrengthen himfelf with their approbation, in oppofing the unjuft 
machinations of the pope. — -With this view he convened the nobles and prelates 
of the kingdom ; two deputies from each town, community, chapter, and uni- 
verlity, with the fuperiors, or heads, of religions houfes. — This was the firft 
time that the commons were fummoned to attend thefe national afiemblies. 
The members all met, on the tenth of April, 1302, in the church of Notre- 
Dame, at Paris ; and, after duly inveftigating the conduft and pretenfions of 
the pope, were unanimous in their opinion-, that Philip fliould perfevcre in the 
fame line of condudl he had hitherto purfued, in order to preferve the rights 
and franchifes of the kingdom from all illegal invaiions and foreign encroach- 
ments : the clergy, indeed, defired permiflion to obey the fummons they had 
received from Boniface, to attend the council ; but this the king and nobility 
protefled they would never allow ; many of them, however, notwithftanding 
the prohibition, repaired to Rome, where the council was holden, on the thir- 
tieth of October, The pope there exprefled his determination of enforcing the 
claims he had already advanced — new difputes were the confequence; and all 
the thunders of the Vatican were launched againfl Philip, who, in revenge, 
formed a project for feizing the perfon of the fovereign pontiff, at Anagni : the 
plan was conducted with fecrecy, and executed with fuccefs ; but the pity of 

operated in his favour, and releafed him from captivity. The 
flUfirrel continued to rage with unabated violence j and the pope haftened to 
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Rome, in order to prepare freflbt cenfures for his perfevering foe ; but foon a£- 

ter his arrival, the anxiety occafioned by the infults he had fuftained threw him 
into a fever, which put an end to his exiftence, on the eleventh of O&ober, 1303. 

During thefe tranfa&ions the king and queen had made the tour of Flanders, 
and endeavoured to reconcile the Flemings to their new mafters ; but the op- 
preflive conduft of the count of Saint Paul, to whom tlie government of that 
province had been entrufted, rendered their efforts ineffedlual, and roufed the 
latent {parks of freedom which glowed in the bofoms of the natives. This no- 
bleman paid an implicit obedience to the orders of Peter Flotte, chancellor of 
France, whofe ingenuity was inceflantly exerted in the invention of new taxes, 
without any regard to the ability of the people to bear fuch additional burdens ; 
not content with renewing all the impofts which had been taken off by the king, 
he levied a confiderable fum, for the purpofe of building citadels at Bruges, 
Courtray, CafTel, and Lille, to keep the inhabitants in awe. The patience of 
the Flemings being at length exhaufted, they publicly difplayed the banners of 
revolt ; and chofe for their leader one Peter le Roi, a weaver, a man advan- 
ced in years, and fmall in ftature, but endued with a daring fpirit, a ftrong un- 
derftanding, and a mind every way capable of taking the lead in any intricate 
and arduous enterprife. Le Roi was affifted by John Breyel, a butcher, who 
had recently diftinguifhed himfelf by a fuccefsful attack on a body of French 
troops, who had been fent to feize his perfon, for having killed, in a fcuffie,* 
the fervant of the governor of Male. 

The firft fymptoms of revolt appeared at Bruges ; where the citizens were 
enraged at the partiality (hewn in the diftribution of a tax, which had been le- 
vied for the purpofe of defraying the expences incurred by the king's vifit to 
that place*. Peter le Roi, as one of thofe who had betrayed the greateft di£* 
content on the occafion, was, with five and twenty of his companions, arret- 
ted and thrown Into prifon ; but they were foon releafed by the people. Cha- 
tillon, inftead of foothing the minds of the citizens, thought to fecure obedi- 
ence by fe verity ; he approached the town with five hundred . horfe and the 
found of a particular bell was to be the fignal for the magiftrates to fly to arms 
and, after fecuring the different pafTages, join him in putting all the infurgents 
to the fword. The inhabitants, however, being apprifed of their intentions, 
made every preparation for giving them a vigorous reception ; and, having, 
laid their plan with great fecrecy, fixed on the fame fignal as their enemies ; 
accordingly, when the fatal bell rang, they iflued from their houfes, attacked 
the French party, and killed a great number of them. Chatillon, informed of 
what was paffing in the town, kept aloof with the cavalry, till he was joined 
by a ftrong reinforcement, under the command of his brother : he then inverted 

the place 5 but, through the mediation of the magiftrates, a capitulation was 

■ ' * Meyer, Annal. p. 89, 
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concluded, by which it was agreed, that the principal infurgents fliould leave 
the town, and the remainder throw themfelves on the mercy of the governor. 

A proper exertion of lenity might probably have ftifled the revolt in its in- 
fancy ; but the foul of Chatillon was, a itranger to all the milder virtues ; he 
proceeded to demolifh the fortifications of this devoted town, to pull down its 
gates, to load the citizens with new taxes, and, finally, to deprive them of all 

their rights and privileges. In vain did their deputies appeal to Philip for re- 
drefs ; all their remonflrances were treated with difdain, and their only hope 
of relief was founded on their own refolution. Driven to defpair, they at 
length fummoned their exiled champion to their aid ; and the retui'n of Peter le 
Koi, who had been negociating at Namur, with two of the fons of Guy count 
of Flanders, was fignalifed by the expulfiorl of the French from Bruges; Ghent, 
Dam, Ardembourg, and Male, nextfhcokof the yoke of opprefiion ; but the 
appearance of Chatillon, with a formidable body of troops, occafioned a tem- 
porary change in the fituation of affairs ; the brave Peter le lloi, deferted by 
his faithlefs countrymen, was compelled to return to Namur, while Bruges con~ 
fented to capitulate, on condition that the infurgents might have liberty to re- 
tire whither they chofe; and that the governor would only enter the place at 
the head of three hundred horfe. The terms of capitulation w T ere rigoroufly ol> 
ferved on the part of the citizens ; but Chatillon, enraged at a fuccefsful attack 
on Oftbourg, where the French garrjfon was put to the fword, marched into 
Bruges, with feventeen hundred, horfe, and infultingly difplayed two hogfheads 
of ropes, the inftruments of the executions he impatiently meditated. The 

danger to which the people were reduced revived their courage ; they invited 
their exiled comrades to return ; and Peter le Roi accordingly arrived, during 
the night, with feven thoufand of his countrymen, and maffacred all the French- > 
Fifteen hundred horfe,. and two thoufand foot are faid to have perilhed on this 
memorable occafion ; but Chatillon had the good fortune. to efcape in the di£ 
guile of a prieft, and, repairing to court, fheltered his own imprudence beneath 
the influence and authority of his niece. 

This event proved fatal to the authority of Philip ; the Flemings, being join- 
Jed by Guy, one of the Ions of their captive count, bore down all before 
them; Furnes, Bergue, Vindale, the town of Courtray, Oudenarde, and 
Ypres furrendered to their arms ; and, fuch was the rapidity of their progrefs, 
that the king deemed it necefTary to oppofe them with an army of forty thoufand 
foot, and feven thoufand horle, under the command of the count of Artois, an 
able general, but obftinate, imperious, - and violent*. He advanced againft the 
enemy ; and the hatred he bore them leading him to hold them in two great 
/contempt, he neglected thofe precautions which prudence fliould have fuggefted. 
The Flemings, who were now commanded by Peter le Roi, were ftrongly eu- 

* Contin, Nang, ; Spicil. t, p. 15 5 Meyer, p. 93* 94* 
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trenched between Bruges and Courtray, covered by the river Lis to the north, 
protected on theeaft and weft by deep ditches, and defended on the fouth by a 
large canal. The conftable de Nefle, and fome other officers of note, were 
of opinion, that they ought not to be attacked in entrenchments that were almoffc 
inacceffible ; but that an attempt fliould be made to reduce them by cutting off 
their provifions : the count, however, regarding them as a vile rabble, undis- 
ciplined and inexperienced, deemed all fuch precautions ufelefs ; and, accufing 
the conftable of a wifh to fpare the feditious mob, becaufe he had married his 
daughter to a fon of the count of Flanders, gave orders for the attack : 44 You 
4 4 fliall fee, (replied the brave warrior) that I am no traitor j you have only to 
44 follow me — Fll lead you fofar, that you'll never return." — The event verified 
the prediction. 

The French rufhed forward to the attack with more impetuofity than order, 
not doubting but that the enemy they fo much defpifed would fly at their ap- 
proach* ; they were, however, miftaken in their conjectures ; the Flemings, 
infpired by the love of freedom, ftood their ground with firmnefs and refolu- 
tion ; and, fuch was the vigorous reception which the French experienced, that 
they were foon obliged to fly with precipitation, leaving, according to fome his- 
torians, twenty thoufand men dead on the field. Among thofe who fell were, the 
count of Artois ; Chatillon ; the conftable de Nefle, who refilled quarter, though 
repeatedly prefled to accept it ; his brother Guy de Nefle, a marefchal of France : 
Peter Flotte, keeper of the feals ; Godfrey of Brabant, and his fon ; the counts 
of Eu, Aumale, Dammartin, Dreux, and Soiflbns ; John, fon to the count of 
Hainault ; the count of Tancarville, grand chamberlain ; Renaud de Trie ; 
Henry de Ligni ; Alberic de Longueval ; the count de Vimeu ; Simon de Me- 
lun, a marefchal of France ; near two hundred knights, and a great number of 
efquires. 44 It is a certain fadt," fays Mezerayt, with greater confidence than 
truth, 44 that France never received fuch an affront as this." Their lofs, in- 
deed, muft have been very great, fince four thoufand pairs of gilt fpurs, the 
fpoils of as many gentlemen, were taken by the Flemilh, who lufpended five 
hundred of them in the church at Courtray. The entire conqueft of Flanders 
was the refult of this victory ; the citadel of Courtray, which made a brave 
refifiance, was at length compelled to furrender at difcretion ; Ghent followed 
the example ; and the caftle of Caflel, with the important cities of Lille and 
Douay, next fubmitted to the conquerors- Thus the whole province, except 
Dendermonde, which held out till the middle of winter, was loft to the French ; 
and John, count of Namur, fon to the count of Flanders, by his fecond wife, 
was proclaimed lieutenant-general of Flanders, till fuch time as his father or 
eldeft brother fliould be releafed from captivity. 

* Com, Nang. p. 55; Me}cr,ibkl. t Mezeray, torn. ii. p. 132* 
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Philip, enraged at this fecond difafter, refolved.to raife fuch an army asfliould 
amply fuflice for the recovery of the places he had loft, and for the chaftifenient 
of thofe who had dared to oppofe his authority. But, as his treafury was ex- 
haufted, he was obliged to have recourfe to extraordinary means for railing the 
money he wanted ; a tax, therefore, of one fifth of his revenue, was impofecl 
on each individual, and fuch as had to the amount of five hundred livres in 
moveables, were made to contribute five-and-twcnty. The value of money 
was alfo enhanced a third ; without making any alteration in the weight, each 
coin was made to pafs for a third more than it had paffed for in the preceding 
reign — an oppreffive regulation that excited great murmurs both in and out of 

the kingdom. 

By refources thus ruinous to his people, the king was enabled to collect an 
army of eighty thoufand men j but, though the Flemings advanced with an in- 
ferior force, within a league of the French camp, Philip neither dared to attack 
them, nor to make any attempt for avenging the difgrace which his arms had 
recently fuftained. This inactivity is, indeed, afcribed to the artful policy of 
the Englifh monarch, who, beholding with concern the clanger of his allies, im- 
parted, as a fecret to his queen, a feigned correfpondence of the^ nobles of France 
with the hoftile court of Rome, Margaret communicated the intelligence to 
her brother Philip, and. the king, diftruftful of the fidelity of his army, difmif- 
fed his troops, and returned, without glory, to his capital*. 
0 But, neither the war in Flanders, nor the inclinations of the pope, could fo 
-far engrofs the attention of Philip, as to make him ncgleft the internal govern- 
ment of the flate. A famous ordinance- appeared, on the eighteenth cf March, 
1303!, by which fevcral abufes, that had crept into the adminiftration, were 
abolifhed ; regulations, in particular, were adopted, for enforcing a ftrift and 
impartial adminiftration of juftice, and for putting a ftop to the venality of 
judges. But the moffc remarkable article of this edict is the fixty-feconcl, which 
gave rife to the inftitution of parliaments in France ; it appointed that of Paris 
io be holden twice a year. It is the ancient court of the king's palace new mo- 
delled, rendered fedentary, and inverted with an extenfive and afcertained ju- 
rifdiftion. This regulation, however, did not take place till the following 
year, or the year 1305. The officers and members of the parliament were atfirffc 
nominated by the king, were paid by him, and, on feveral occafions, were re- 
moved by him at pleafure* The parliament was originally compofed of the 
mod eminent perfons in the kingdom. The peers of France, ecclefiaftics of the 



higheft order, and noblemen of illuftrious birth, were members of it, to whon- 
were, afterwards added, fome clerks and counsellors learned in the lawk 

The Flemings, intent on the total expulfion of the French, laid fiege to Tour - 
nay, which Philip had garrifoned previous to the difmiffion of his troops j and 

* Meyer, p. 96. ^ + Laur. Ord. torn. s. p. 357, et fuiv. % Pafquier Rcch. de la Fra. p. 44*&&J 
Encyclopedic* ton?, >:H. (Art, Parlement), p, 3 et 5; 
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though, by two different fallies, they had loft three thoufand men, they per fe- 
vered in their attack, and reduced the place to the laft extremity j the king, ap~ 
prifed of this circumftance, collected a frefli army-, but, when he had advanced 
as far as Peronne, he was prevailed upon, by the duke of Savoy, to conclude a 
truce with the Flemings for eight months, during which time attempts were made 
to fettle a lading peace. For this purpofe, the old count of Flanders was re- 
leafed from prifon, and fent to negociate with his former fubjefrs ; but, elated 
by their recent fucceffes, the Flemings refufed to fubmit to Philip, and Guy y 
unable to accomplifh the objeft of his miflion, returned to his prifon at Com- 
piegne, where he foon after died. 

A. D, 1304.3 The truce being expired, both parties prepared for renewing 
the war. John of Hainault had lately fucceeded to the county of Holland, by the 
death of count Florent, and his fon John, The Flemings, pretending that that 
principality was a fief of the county of Flanders, made incurfions into Zealand, 
defeated William the count's fon, took his uncle, the bifhop of Maeftricht, pri- 
foner, and reduced a great part of the province. William, however, had the 
good fortune to efcape, and fliut himfelf up in a ftrong fortrefs ; and, as the 
houfe of Hainault, had conftantly adhered to the French, Philip equipped a na- 
val armament, which he fent, under the command of Grimaldi, a noble Geno- 
efe, to his relief. The fleet was ordered to fleer toward Zuric-Zee, which was 
befieged by an army of fifteen thoufand Flemings, affifled by fbme rebel Zea- 
landers, commanded by Guy of Flanders. After an obftinate a£tion theFlemilh 
fleet was difperfed, Guy taken prifbner, and Zuric-Zee relieved. % 

The king, in the mean time, entered Flanders, at the head of fifty thoufand 
foot and twelve thoufand horfe, accompanied by his two brothers, Chaises, 
count of Valois, and Lewis, count of Evreux, with all the chief nobles of the 
realm. The enemy, under the conduct of Philip of Flanders, who had left 
Sicily, where he had extenfive poflTeffions, to come to the afiiftance of his coun- 
try, was encamped between Lille and Douay, at a fmall diftance from Mo?js- 
cn Pnelle or Pevelle^ their camp was haftily fortified with their carriages ; it 
was attacked, however by the French, who, after fecuring fome of the bag- 
gage, retreated. But the Flemings, eager to revenge this affront, followed 
them to their own camp, which they endeavoured to force, when a fierce con- 
flict enfued ; for fome time fortune appeared to favour the Flemings, who put 

the count of Valois, with the braveft of the nobility, to flight, and even pene- 
trated to the royal tent ; but, animated by the example of their fovereign, the 
French foon rallied, when the Flemings were compelled to retire, and to aban- 
don their camp with precipitation. Their lofs, on this occafion, is faid, by 
Veil} , to have amounted to fix thoufand men ; but Mezeray alflrms, with lefs 
probability indeed, that fix-and-thirty thoufand Flemings, among whom was 

* SpiciL t. iii. p, 56. 

T t t 2 



516 



HISTORY OF FRANCE, \\ 



307- 



William de Juliers, grandfon to the old count of Flanders, were left on the 
field. On the part of the French, five hundred gentlemen, and feveral noble- 
men of diftin&ion, were flain. 

Still undifmayed, and refolved to die fooner*than refign their liberty, the 
Flemings fpeedily returned, to the number of fixty thonfand. Philip was then 
engaged in the liege of Lille, the garrifon of which had already confented to 
furrender, unlefs relieved before the firft of Oftober. After a defeat fo recent 
and deftruftive, he was aftonifhed at the fight of an army thus numerous, and 
could not forbear exclaiming, " Shall we never have done f — / verily believe it 
<c rains Flemings I" But his furprife encreafed on the arrival of their heralds, 
who came to offer him the choice of an immediate battle, or an honourable 
peace : the king, doubtful of the event, wifely preferred the latter. He con- 
futed to releafe Robert, the eldeft fon of the count of Flanders ; to receive his 
homage for the county ; to give up all the Flemifh prifoners ; to accept of two 
hundred thoufand livres as an indemnification for the expences of the war, for 
the payment of which fum he was to retain Lille, Douay, Orchies, andBethune*. 

A. D. 1 305, 1306, 1307.] The acceflion of the archbifhop of Bourdeaux to 
the papal throne, under the title of Clement the Fifth, gave Philip an opportu- 
nity of procuring a reconciliation with the church. As he had been inftrumen- 
tal in the elevation of that prelate, Clement immediately took off all the cen- 
fures which had been infli&edon the king and the kingdom by pope Boniface ; 
granted him* a tenth of all the revenues of the church of France during five 
years ; and created ten cardinals, nine of which were either Frenchmen or 
Gafcons, and all of them friends, creatures, or fubjefts of Philip. It is pre- 
tended, indeed, by Villanit, that the king had made a previous treaty with the 
prelate, and infilled on his compliance with fix requefts he had to make, before 
he would confent to his promotion ; and thefe friendly meafures are cited by 
Vellyt as a confirmation of Villani's affertion ; — but, as that author allows that 
the conference between them took place in a wood, (the foreft of St. Jean d'An- 
geli) to prevent a poffibility of being overheard, and that either party took an 
oath of fecrecy ; and confidering, moreover, that, independent of an obliga- 
tion fo facred, they were both interefted in concealing a tranfaftion by no means 
honourable — we cannot but regard the account of Villani, which difplay s all the 
particulars of this fecret interview, as doubtful, if not fabulous. Be that as it 
may, Philip had no longer occafion to fear the thunders of the Vatican ; the 
pope was his friend, and every afliftance the church could afford him, he had. 
reafon to expert. 

But, though the kingdom was releafed from the dread of foreign attacks, or 
ecclefiaftical cenfures, the conduft of Philip had excited a fpirit of difcontent 
among his fubjefts that evinced itfelf in frequent murmurs. During the late 

f Vdljr, torn. vii. p. 352, f L. viii, c, 8o>. % Tom.vii, p. 374* 
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wars, he had not only recourfe to the dangerous and impolitic pra&ice of de- 
•baling the coin, and of railing its value ; but, finding a fcarcity of filver, he 
compelled* all his fubjefts, except the barons and prelates, to carry one half of 
of their filver plate to the mint ; he alfo forbade the exportation of gold and 
filver, and commanded all men, under the moll fevere penalties, to receive 
the bafe coin which he put in circulation ; this was naturally attended with, 
great detriment to the national commerce, and with various other inconveni- 
ences that rendered him odious to the people. In fhort, fuch was the confufion 
it occafioned, that, in 130^, the prelates of the kingdom offered the king two 
twentieths of their revenuest, on condition that neither he nor his fuccefTors 
would debafe the coin, unlefs it fhould become indifpenfably neceffary ; which 
neceflity fhould be certified by the privy-council, and confirmed by an afTembly 
of nobles and prelates ; and the moment it fhould ceafe, the coin fhould be re- 
ftored to its primitive purity. This propofal, however, was reje<5ted, which 
fufficiently proves, that the king preferred his own intereft to the welfare of his 
fubje£ts~. The excefs to which this fhameful debafement of coin was carried, 
may be known from the price of filver : at the commencement of Philip's reign 
the mark of filver was worth fifty-five Jo Is fix deniers ; in 1305, it was worth 
eight livres ten Jbls; and, in 1306, one denier of the old coin was worth three 
of the new. 

The king's inattention to the remonflrances of the people on a circumftance 
in which their intereft was fo materially affe&ed, at length produced an infur- 
re&ion at Paris J where Philip was befieged in his palace, and expofed to every 
kind of infult and indignity ; with the afliftance of his troops, however, he con- 
trived to quell the tumult, and eight-and-twenty of the infurgents were hanged 
at the gates of the city. In Normandy, too, the people revolted, in confequence 
of an oppreflive tax, which the king found himfelf obliged to repeal. The uni- 
verfal clamours that began to prevail in the kingdom, at length induced him to 
think of finding a remedy for a grievance that was produftive of fo many dif- 
orders ; he accordingly affembled the ftates, and made feveral regulations for 
reftoring the coin to its ancient ftandard, but they were never enforced, and 
the evil was fuffered to continue during his whole reign. 

Nor was the oppreffion of his fubjefts the only inftance in which Philip dis- 
played his Capacity 5 the Jews, alternately banifhed and recalled, encouraged 
and perfecuted^ offered him a rich harveft, which he haftened to reap, by the 
publication of an ordinance, in confequence of which they were all arretted on 
the fame day, banifhed the kingdom, forbidden to return under pain of death, 
and all their effefts confifcated. Some of them, indeed, efcaped by receiving 
baptifm ; many died on the road, from fatigue or vexation j and all of them 

Laur. Ord, lorn. i. p. 482, 372, 379% + Le Blanc, Traite des Monnoies, p. 1S7- 
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were reduced to a ffcatc of poverty, as they were only permitted to carry with 

them as much money as would defray their expences to the frontiers. 

On the death of Edward the Firfi: (who died in July, 1307) his fon Edward 
the Second fucceeded to the throne of England. This prince was betrothed to 
Ifabeila, the daughter of Philip ; and, in conlideration of his marriage, he endea- 
voured to obtain from the king the fovereignty of Guienne. But Philip was too 
jealous of his authority to fuffer the fmalleft diminution of it ; Edward, there- 
fore, was compelled to do homage for his continental dominions, and having 
celebrated his nuptials at Boulogne, took his queen with him to England-, 
About the fame time, Philip's eldeft fon, Lewis Hutin, who was king of Na- 

it of his mother, (who died on the fecond of April, 1305) was 
crowned at Pampeluna, amidft the acclamations of the people. Iirtmediatelv 
after the ceremony v/as performed, he advanced againft Don Fortunio Almora- 
vid, who, having been entrufted with the government of the kingdom, had 
formed a powerful faftion, and even afpirecl to the throne. Lewis, however, 
foon reduced him to obedience 5 and, having re-eftabliflied tranquillity in his 
own dominions, returned to his father's court. 

A. D. 1308, 1309, 1 310.] The imperial throne becoming vacant by the 
death of Albert, who was affaffinated by his own nephew, John duke of Suabia, 
Philip was anxious to procure the eleftion of his brother Charles of Valois, as 
king of the Romanst. It is pretended that he had previoufly fecured the inte- 
reft of the pope, by exa&ing from him a folemn promife to comply with a re- 
queft which he would not then mention, but which flioulcl be made known to 
him in due time. He therefore aflembled his council, to whom he communi- 
cated his intentions,, and they were unanimous in their opinion, that an imme- 
diate application fhould be made to the fovereign pontiff. Clement, who was 
fecretly apprifed of the king's defigns, forefaw the danger to which the holyfe 
would be expofed, from fuclvan accellion of power to a family, whofe influence 
was already fb extenflve ; on the other hand, his obligations to Philip rendered 
him extremely cautious of offending that monarch. In this dilemma, he appli- 
ed to the cardinal di Patro, who advifed him fecretly to dilpatch couriers to 
the different ele&ors, in order to apprife them of Philip's intentions, and fire- 
nuoufly to recommend, as an object worthy of their choice, Henry of Luxem- 
bourg, whofe courage and integrity were known to the whole world i". The in- 
trigue was conducted with lb much fkili and fuccefs, that, in the courfe of a 

week, the eleftors afTembled, and unanimoufly eie&edthat nobleman king of the 

* Nothing can more ftrongly prove the ignorance, or the prejudices, of the French writers, on nl! mat- 
ters relating to England, than the aiTcrtion of the abbe Velly with regard to Ifabdln, wife to Edward the 
Second ; who, he has the confidence to tell us, torn. vii. p. 387* was highly refpected and beloved by the 
Englifh, though (lie is known to have dithonoured the bed of their fovereign, and is ftrongly fufpcftcdoi 
paving been an accomplice in his murder. 

t YiUani^ 1, via. c, xoi* • t Soicil. t, iii.p, 62, 
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Romans. Philip was greatly enraged at the disappointment ; and, gueffing from 

whence the blow came, displayed the moft lively refentment againft the pope, 
who in vain attempted to excufe himfelf, by pleading ignorance of his defigns; 
they were apparently reconciled indeed ; but, in their future connections, true 
friendfliip was fuperfeded by artifice and diflimulation. 

A. D. 1312.] it was neceffary for Philip to maintain a good correfpondence 
with the pope, iince he had a projeft in view, in which the affiftance of the fo- 
vereign pontiff was indHpenfably requifite ; viz. the abolition of the order of 
knights -templars. This order had been eftablifhed at Jerufalem, in the year 
1 1 18, by Hugh des Payens, Geoffrey de Saint Omer, and feven other French 
gentlemen, who took a vow of chaftity and obedience, and devoted their lives 
and fortunes to the fervice and defence of chriftian pilgrims. Alike famous for 
their piety and their valour, they excited the admiration and gratitude of the 
chriftian world, and foon acquired, from the generous devotion of the faithful, 
ample pofleffions in every country of Europe, efpecially in France- Their great 
riches, joined to the courfe of time, had, by degrees, relaxed the feverity of 
thefe virtues ; and the templars had, in a great meafure, loft: that popularity, 
which firft railed them to honour and diftin&ion. Acquainted, from experi- 
ence, with the fatigues and dangers of thofe fruitlefs expeditions to the eaft, 
which had given birth and ftrengtli to their order, they rather chofe to enjoy in 



eafe their opulent revenues in Europe : and, being all men of- birth, educated, 
according to the cuftotn of that age, without any timfture of letters, they fcorn- 
ed the ignoble occupations of amonaftic life, and paffed their time wholly in the 
fafhionable am ufements of hunting, gallantry, and the pleafures of the table. 
To the laft they were peculiarly addifted, and a French proverb isftill in 
ufe — Boire comme tin templier (to drink like a templar), which attefts their 
attachment to the bottle. Their rival order, -that of Saint John of Jerufalem, 
whofe poverty had as yet preferved them from like corruptions, ftill diftinguifh- 
ccl themfelves by the enterprifes againft the infidels, and fucceeded to all the 
popularity which* was loft by the indolence and luxury of the -templars. But, 
though thefe reafons had weakened the foundations of this order, once fo cele- 
brated and revered, the immediate caufe of their deftru&ion proceeded from 
the cruel and vindictive fpirit of Philip, who, having entertained fome private 

difguft againft fome eminent templars, determined to gratify at once his avidi- 
ty and revenge, by involving the whole order in an undiftinguiftied ruin. 

As it was neceffary, however, to preferve fome colour of juftice in his pro- 
ceedings, he waited for a favourable opportunity, before he would lignify his 
intentions ; but, as his enmity to the templars was fufficiently known, it was not 
likely he fhould be kept long in fufpence. We are told by the author of the 
life of Clement the Fifth, that a citizen of Beziers, named Squin de Florian, 
being confined in the fame prifon with an apoftate templar, whofe life, like 
his own, was juftly forfeited to the offended laws of his country, propofeel 
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to his fellow-prifoner, that they fhould confefs their fins to each other, a cir« 

cumftance by no means uncommon in thofe days, when a criminal was never 
allowed to have a confeffor ; accordingly, having heard the confeflion of the 
templar, he fent to a magiftrate, and informed him, that he had a fecret to 
impart of more importance to the king than the conqueft of;, a new kingdom ; 
but that he would not difclofe it to any other perfon than Philip ; impatient to 
difcover this myftery, the king ordered- the culprit to be conveyed to Paris, 
and, when he was brought into his prefence, he allured him, that if he fpoke 
the truth, he might rely on not only obtaining a pardon, but on being amply 
rewarded. Squin, who had previoufly formed the plan of his accufation, 
then charged the whole body of templars with crimes fo atrocious and abfurd, 
that, as an Englifli hiftorian has juftly remarked*, they were of themfelves 
fufficient to deftroy all the credit of the charge ; though Velly obferves, that 
they are fo well attefted by authentic records that it would be imprudent to call 
the truth of them in queflion. 

It was pretended, that every one whom they received into their order, was 
obliged to kifs the fuperior on the mouth, navel, and breecht ; that they em- 
ployed exhortations, menaces, and even tortures, to make him renounce his 
Saviour, and fpit three times on a crucifix that was prefented to himt — a cuftom 
adopted by one of their grand-mafters, who, having been taken prifoner by an 
eaftern fultan, could only obtain his releafe on condition of fwearing to intro- 
duce it into the orderjj ; that, at their nofturnal meetings,- the knights worfliip- 
ped a gilded head§ ; that they were forbidden to have any criminal connexion 
with women, left the obje&s of their amours (hould caft retteftions on the order ; 

but, in return for thefe facrifices, they were permitted to indulge in vices the 
moffc ihockingto human nature : that if, by chance, a templar had commerce 

with a girl, and a child was the refult of their connection, it was brought to 

their aflemblies, when the knights ranged themfelves in a circle, and tofTed the 

infant from one to the other, till it expired : they thenroafted it, and, with the 
fat that iffued from the body, they anointed the head and whifkers of their idol 
which was covered with a human fkin ; that, when a templar died, his body 
was burnt, and the afhes mixed with a beverage which the knights drank, in 
the hope that it would increafe their intrepidity, and render them more faithful 
to each other : that when the priefts of the order celebrated the mafs, they 
omitted the words of the confecration ; and, finally, that, having fecretly 
abjured their religion, and embraced the tenets of Mahomet, they had fold the 
Holy Land to the infidels. 

Philip mentioned thefe accufations to the pope in the month of May, 1307; 

* Hume, vol. ii. + Du Pny, Hift. des Tern. p. 17 et fuiv. J Chron. de S. Denis, in la Vie 

tie Phil, le Bel. ; Walfing. p. 73, j| Rob. Gaguin. Hill. p. 12 ; Bzovius, An. 1 308, p. 103 ; GuiI. 

Paradin. Hilt, de Savoie. 1. ii. c. 106. § Noftrad. Hift. dc Prov. p. 324 ; Hift. de Malthe, 1. 1. p 4 

509 ; Spicil. torn. Hi. p. 69* 
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but it does not appear that Clement was difpofed to favour his iniquitous pro- 
jefts, fince, by a bull dated the twenty-fourth of Auguft in the fame year, he 
declared the crimes afcribed to the templars appeared to him to be not only in- 
credible, but impofllble ; that the heads of the order, informed of the charges 
exhibited againlt them, demanded juftice on thole who had caluminated them, 
in cafe the accufation fhould prove to be falfe, and fubmitted themfelves to 
the moftfevere punifhments fliould they be found guilty; that, in confequence, 
he was about to enter into a juridical examination of the matter, for the fatif- 
faction of the king, whom he requeued to fend him all the proofs he had collec- 
ted, that could tend to cftablifii the charge- But a trial of this folemn and pub- 
lic nature would not have anfwered Philip's purpofe ; the proceedings of juftice ^ 
were, he pretended, too flow for him ; he, therefore, had recourfe to a violent 
exertion of authority : he iffued a fecret order, which was executed on the thir- 
teenth of Oftober, 1307, to arreft, in one day, all the templars in France, and 
throw them into prifon ; he then took polfeffionof the temple, their place of re- 
sidence at Paris, and feized all theiV property. In order to juftify this aft of 

violence, he affembled all the canons 6f the cathedral of Notre-Dame, and the 
doftors of the univerlity, to whom he imparted the motives for his conduft ; 
two days after this, -the clergy and their parifhioners were fummoned, by found 
of trumpet, to attend in the garden of the palace, where the long lift of charges 
againft the perfecuted templars was read to them. The credulous mob was 
impofeel upon ; but every man of common fenfe faw through the fhallow ar- 
tifice. 

Philip would fain have had the templars tried by his own officers ; but, on con- 
futing the univerfity, he was told, that no fecular judge could take cognizance 
of herefy, unlefs required to do fo by the church* ; that the templars, as belong- 
ing to a religious order, that had been confirmed by the holy fee, were exempt 
from all civil jurifdittion ; and that their poireffions ought certainly to be pre- 
fcrved, that they might be appropriated to thofe purpofes for which they were 
deftined by the donors. The king, on this decifion, ordered William de Pari^, 
a Dominican, his own confeffor, and a member of the inquifition, to interrogate 
the prifoners, in the prefence of feveral of the nobility. — The monk executed 
the commiflion with a degree of zeal that he knew would be highly agreeable 
to his mafler. 

The imprifonment of the knights-templars excited a general furprife through- 
out the chriftian world ; the pope, in particular, expreffed his indignation at the 
conduft of Philip, and regarded the proceedings of the inquifitor as an encroach- 
ment on his own authority! ; in the firft heat of patfion he fufpended the pow- 
ers of William de Paris, and forbade the French prelates to take cognizance of 
$n affair, the decifion of which he refcrved to himfelf. He wrote to the king, 

* Du Puy, p, 10 ; Hift. de Mai the* t. i. p„ 515, + Du Puy> p. I h 
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at the fame time, to complain of his conduit in imprifoning a fet of men who 
were folely dependent on the fee of Rome ; and informed him, with fome warmth 
that he had fent two cardinals, into whofe hands he defired the perfons and ef- 
fects of the templars might be immediately refigned. 

The king, enraged at thefe obftacles to the completion of his fanguinary pro- 
jects, arrogantly replied, that he had done nothing but at the requeft of the iii- 
quifitor, who was an officer of the court of Rome ; that, by fufpending the pow- 
ers of that monk, and of the prelates of the kingdom, who were the aftual 
judges in points of doctrine, he did a great prejudice to religion; that the 
templars would not fail to avail themfelves of that circumftance ; that they al- 
ready began to vary in their depofitions ; that they even flattered themfelves 
with the idea of being fupported by the court of Rome ; that it was fliameful 
in a fovereign pontiff to difplay fuch tardinefs in feconding a prince in the pur- 
fait of fo juft a caufe ; that God detefted lukewarm minds ; that, not to punifli 
a crime with fufficient promptitude, was, in fome degree, to approve of it ; that, 
far from prohibiting the prelates from difcharging thofe functions attached to 
their dignity, he ought, on the contrary, to excite their zeal for the extirpation 

of an order fo corrupted ; that, after all, the bifhops were appointed to partake 

with him the care of the church of God ; that it would be* a flagrant injuftice 
to deprive them of a power which they had received immediately from jefus 
Chriffc ; that they had not deferved fuch treatment, nor would they endure it 5 
and that he himfelf could could not, confiftent with his coronation oath, fuffer 
it to pafs unnoticed ; he concluded his letter with fome threatening expreffions 
to the pope, and many profeflions of his own difintereftednefs ; as a proof of 
which, he confented to furrender the templars and their property into the cus- 
tody of the pope's minifters ; but they (till continued to be guarded by his own 

fubje&s. . 

Philip had convened the ftates of his kingdom, at Tours, in the month of 
May, 1308, when the meeting was very numerous: heprefided in perfon v and 
his chancellor was ordered to detail all the various proofs that had been collec- 
ted in fuppqrt of the charges preferred againft the templars*. From thence 
the king repaired to Poitiers, where he had a private interview with the pope, 
at which it was fettled — that the knights fhould be kept in the king's cuftody,, 
in the name of the pope, the prelates, and the church ; that the two powers 
fhould engage, in cafe the order was abolifhed, to devote their property to the 
defence of the Holy Land ; that their revenues fhould be employed fdr no other 
purpofe, and that they fhould be immediately configned to the care of fome 
trufty perfons chofen by the Roman pontiff. This regulation, however, pro- 
duced but a trifling change in the affairs of the templars ; among thofe who were 
appointed to take charge of their property were two of the king's domeftics^ 



* Du Puy, p. 37, &c ; Hift. de Malthe, p. 508. 
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William Pidoue and Rene Bourdon ; and, at Philip's felicitation, his confeflbr 
was fuffered to exercife thofe functions which the pope had fufpended, and to 
conduft theprofecution, or rather perjecation, againft the knights. 

The pope, however, continued to manifeft a miftruft of .Philip, and difplay- 
ed, in the different bulls he .published on the qccafion, an anxiety to prelervc 
the property of the templars from the avidity of that rapacious prince. Such 
precautions could not fail to enrage the king, who accordingly exprefTed his re- 
fentment very freely* j and Clement, intimidated by his threats, appears to 
have facrificed his own fentiments of propriety, to the gratification of his vin- 
dictive fpirit. All obftacles being thus removed, the tyrant proceeded to the 
examination of the devoted victims. Tortures were employed to extort a con- 
feflion of their guilt ; feveral, to procure immediate eafe, in the violence of 
their agonies, acknowledged whatever was required of them ; forged confel- 
Jions were imputed to others ; but many of them preferved their fortitude 
in the midft of pain, and bravely refufed to pur chafe eafe by the promulga- 
tion -of a falfhood. 

The pope, in the mean time, inftigated the different powers of Europe to imi- 
tate the example of Philip ; and the templars were every where thrown into 

prifon- u They confefTed, ,> fays Vellyt, cc in England and Provence, at Ra- 
" venna, Pifa, and Florence, all the abominations of which they had been accu- 
u fed in France." But this afTertion is evidently falfe ; Hume, with a greater 
regard to truth, obfervesf , that, though their conduit underwent a ftritSt fcru- 
tiny, and the power of their enemies flill purfued and oppreffed them, no 
where, except in France, were the fmalleft traces of their guilt pretended to 
be found : ^England, fays that author, Jent an ample tejibnony of their piety and 
morals. In Arragon, the knights retired to their own fbrtrefles, which they 
had ere&ed for defending the country againft the incurfions of the Moors. From 
thence they wrote to the fovereign pontiff, to repel the bafe imputations that 
had been urged againft them ; they infilled on the purity of their faith, in de- 
fence of which they had fo often fhed their blood ; they obferved, ,that a great 
number of the templars were then prifbncrs with the Moors, who daily offered' 
them their liberty on condition that they fhould abjure their religion ; that it 
was fliameful to burn thofe knights as infidels, whofe brethren, flaves to the 
enemies of their God, - were inceflantly expofed to the mofl cruel punifhments 
as chriftians ; that, if fome individuals of the order had acknowledged them- 
felves guilty of crimes, whether they had really committed them, or had been 
induced to fay fo from the pain of the torture, they deferved punifhment, either 
as criminals, or as cowards who had belied their confcience j but that an ho- 
. nourable order, which, for two centuries had deferved well of the church, 
Dught not to fuffer for the guilt or prevarication of a few of its members j that 

* Puy, p. 15, 168. t Tom. vii. p. 436, J-Hift, of England, vol, ij, 
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it was eafy to perceive their great wealth was the true caufe of the perfection 
they experienced ; they entreated his holinefs either to grant them his protec- 
tion, or elfe to fiiffer them, according to the cuftom of the times, to defend their 
innocence with their fwords. It is not known what reply Clement made to this 
fpirited requcft ; but the king of Arragon befieged the knights in their c allies 

and, having taken them prifoners, confined thenf in different places, till they 
could be tried by the bifhop of Valencia, who had received the pope's orders 
for that purpofe, 

In France, they were preparing to continue the proceedings againft them, 
when, to the aftonifhment of the judges, raoft of the knights di fa vowed their 

confefiions*, which they declared had been extorted from them by the violence 
of their agonies. This retractation embarrafled the king who was at alofs how 
to proceed; but, as one iniquity too frequently leads on to another, it was focti 
determined that fuch as difavqwed their fir ft co'nfeflions fhouid be confidcred as 
relapfed heretics — by which wife decilion herefy was made to confift in an adhe- 
rence to the do&rine of chriftianity ; fifty-nine of thefe unhappy victims, 
among whom was one of the king's chaplains, were accordingly condemned 
to the ftaket ; and, in a field near the abbey of Saint Anthony, in the fuburbs 
of Paris, they were all confnmed by a flow fire. In the midft of the flames, 
they called aloud upon their God, and ftedfaftly refufed to accept the pardon 
that was offered them on condition of abiding by their firft confeffions. Num- 
bers perifhed, in the fame cruel manner, in different parts of the kingdom; but 
not one of them could be prevailed on to pur chafe his life by retracing his laft 
affertion. 

Though all the knights had been tried, the grand queftion, with regard to the 
abolition of the order, as well as the trial of the gran d-m after, and the princi- 
pal officers, ftill remained to be decided ; as the pope had referved this decifion 
for himfelf, he appointed eight commiflioners — all ecclefiaftics — who cited the 

whole order to appear before them at Paris. When the gran d-m after came into 
their prefence, he was afked what he had to offer in defence of the order; he 
replied, that the order having been confirmed by the holy fee, it was ftrange 
they fhouid think of abolifhing it without mature deliberation ; that, for bis 
part, he was unable to undertake the defence of fo large a body of men, who 

had been grofsly caluminated, but that the obligations he had received from 

them were fuch, that he fhouid be a wretch indeed were he not to exert his 
ntmoft efforts for that purpofe ; he therefore would engage to defend their in- 
ter efts, difficult as was the tafk in his fituation — a prifoner to the pope and the 
king, with no afliftance but that of a fingle domeftic ; unable either to read or 
write, and plundered of all his money except four deniers ; he concluded by de- 
manding the afliftance of council. 

? Ex Sccunda vita Clem, v. p. 37. + Chron. de S. Denis, An, 1309, 
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His judges, however, informed him that in trials for herefy, no advocate 
was allowed ; they advifed him to reflect ferioufly before he embarked in fuch 
an undertaking; and reminded him of the confelfion he had made at Chinon, 
which was immediately read to him. The unhappy knight evinced the utmoft 
furprife ; twice he crofled himfelf, and then exclaimed, that if the three cardi- 
nals, who had fubferibed his interrogatory, were of a different profeflion, he 
jfhould know how to talk to them. On being admoniihed that prelates could not 
accept a challenge, he affirmed, that what he had faid had been grofsly miftated. 
When prefled to explain himfelf farther, he was unable to contain his refent- 
ment, and declared that fuch men defer ved the punifhment infli&ed by the Sa- 
racens and Tartars, on liars and forgers ; — u They rip up their bellies," faid 
he, u and cut off their heads. " 

At a fubfequent examination, the grand-mafter defended his order with great 
fpirit j but ftill perfifted in his demand for farther afliflancc, and the king, afraid 
to prefs a fentence thus important, without obferving at lcaft foxnc appearance 
of juftice in his proceedings, iffued letters-patent (on the twenty- iixth of No- 
vember, 1309) authorifing fuch of the templars as were confined in the pro- 
vinces, and chofe to ftand forward in defence of their order, to repair to Paris. 
Seventy-four knights accordingly appeared before the judges in the month of 
March following, when -the pope's commiffion, and the articles on which they 
were to be interrogated, were read to them ; after which they were remanded 
to prifon, whilft notaries were fent to take their defence in writing. Peter de 
Boulogne, a prieft, who was attorney-general to the order, dictated, in the 
name of them all, a fhort apology, in which he obferved, " That the templars 
" had a chief, without whofe permiffion they were unable to appoint agents j 
u that, neverthelefs, they were ready to appear before the commiffaries of his 
u holinefs, in order to juftify themfelves with regard to the crimes of which they 
cc had been accufed; that the charges fent by the pope were infamous, detefta- 
a ble, abominable, horribly falfe, fabricated by impofters who were their ene- 
tc mies ; that the religion of the temple was pure and unpolluted, exempt from 
" the abominations which had been falfely afcribed to it ; that thofe who dared 
cc to maintain the contrary, fpoke like infidels and heretics ; that they were-re- 
" folved to defend the honour of their order at the rifk of their lives: that. 
cc for this purpofe, they required to be fet at liberty, and permitted to attend 

u the general council, or at leaft to entruft their caufe to fuch of their brethren 
u as might be fuftered to go thither; that thofe knights who had advanced fait 
cc hoods for truth were either cowards, who had been induced, through the fear 
" of tortures, to make fuch confeflions; or elfe wretches that had been bribed 

by money, won by folicitations, or intimidated by threats ; whofe. depofitions 
cc could not, of courfe, be fuftered to operate to the prejudice of the order." 

Some time after, a frefh apology appeared, in which the knights renewed 

their complaints of the .violence of the proceedings again! t them, tuiaccompa- 
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nied by any of the ufual forms of juftice. They reprefented to the commifla- 
ries that the moll unfair methods had been employed to extort a confefiion of 
the crimes laid to their charge ; that they had been allured the abolition of their 
order had been refolved on, and that it was to be folemnly confirmed by the 
pope, at the council of Vienne ; they had been fliewn letters-patent, with the 
king's feal annexed, by which they were offered their lives and their liberties, 
together with an annual penfion, if they would but make the confeflion requi- 
red of them ; that fuch as had refilled thofe temptations, had been put to the 
torture ; that it was a matter of aftonifhment, that the depofitions of a few men, 
who, unable to withftand pain, had confefTed w r hatever their tormentors had 
required of them, fhould receive more credit than the affirmations of thofe ge- 
nerous warriors, who had fupported the fevered torments fooner than advance 
a falfhood ; that many of thefe unfortunate knights had expired in obfcure dun- 
geons ; that their brethren requefted their gaolers and their executioners might 
be examined, to know in what fentiments they had died, and whether it was 
pot true, that in thofe moments when man has nothing farther to hope or to 
fear, they had perfifted in maintaining their own innocence, and the purity of 
their faith to the laft ; that it was not to be fuppofed any man of common fenfe 
would enter or remain in a fociety which led to the deftru&ion of his foul ; that 
their order was compofed of gentlemen of the firft families in Europe ; and it 
was not probable that fo many men of illuftrious birth would have been filent, 
had they known, feen, or heard, the abominations with which they had been 
"charged „ They concluded by appealing to the pope, from all the decifions of 
the provincial fynods. 

As this profecution, however, was not conducted according to the ufual forms 
of juftice, the appeal was rejected, and matters went on as before ; two hun- 
dred and twenty-one depofitions were taken in different parts of the kingdom, 
between the month of Auguft, 1309, and May, 131 1 ; when the examinations 
were fmifhed, two copies of them were drawn up, one of which was forwarded 
to the pope, and the other depofited in the treafury of the cathedral at Paris. 

A. D* 13 1 3, 1 3 14O All the proceedings having been read in full council, 
the pope afked the fathers, feparately, if they did not think it proper to fupprefs 
an order againft which more than two thoufand witneffes had been heard ; an 
order which had been guilty of fuch flagrant abufes, and fuch enormous crimes. 
All the prelates, and the moft celebrated doftors, unanimoufly replied, that, 
previous to the abolition of fuch an illuftrious fociety, which, fince its firft infti- 
tution had rendered fuch eftential fervice to religion, it would be necefTary to 
hear what the grand-mafter, and principal officers, had to urge in its defence ; 
this juftice .required, this humanity enforced*. All the bifliops of France, Italy, 

Spain, Germany, Denmark, England, Scotland, and Ireland, were of the fame 

* Ex fecunda vita Clem. v# p. 43* 
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opinion, except one Italian prelate, and the archbifliops of Rheims, Sens, and 
Rouen : thefe four, againft every principle of natural equity, pretended, that 
the templars had had fufficient opportunities of defending them felves before the 
commiflaries appointed by the holy fee ; that there was nothing new to fay, and 
that they had now a perfect knowledge of the whole affair. Though Clement 
himfelf inclined to this latter opinion, he was fearful of a<tting in dirett oppofi- 
tion to the general fentiments of the council ; fix months therefore were paffed, 
not fo much in deliberation, as in fecret negociations on this important objedt ; 
the purport of which intrigues was to perfuade the prelates that, in a caufe 
which appeared fo clear, the ufual forms of juftice fhould be overlooked. It is 
even affirmed*, that the pope, enraged at the remittance he experienced from 
all the members of the aflembly, petulantly exclaimed, that the plenitude of 
his pontifical power fliould fupply any defeft in form, and he was refolved to 

condemn the templars at any rate, /doner than offend his dear foil, the king of 
France. In fadt, having aflembled the cardinals, and fcveral of the prelates 
whom he had brought over to his fide, he pronounced, on the twenty-fecond 
of March, 1312, in a fecret confiftory, the fatal fentence, which broke, fup- 
preffed, and annulled the riiilitary order of the Temple ; a fuppreflion which 
he publifhed in the fecond feflion of the council, April the third, in prefence 
of the king, the princes, (fons to Philip) and the whole court of France. Al- 
though, faid he, it could not be done according to law, we fupprefs it provifionally, 
and by apojlolic authority, rejerving to our J elves and to the church of Rome, the 
difpojal of the perjons and pojfeffions of the templar s\* This provifional fentence 
was definitive; the order was finally profcribed and aboliftied ; and the riches 
belonging to it were beflowed on the knights-hofpitallerst. 

The fate of the grand mailer, and the principal officers, ftill remained to be 
decided ; the pope, who had referved to himfelf the right of pronouncing their 
fentence, had refolved only to condemn them to perpetual imprifonment ; but, 
in order to convince the people that the numerous executions they had witnefTed 
were founded in juftice, he wiftied to extort from them a confeffion of the 
crimes imputed to their order. Two cardinals were deputed to affift at the 
ceremony, and, on a fcaffold eredted before the cathedral of Notre-Dame at 
Paris, the four great officers of the order were brought into their prefence 
thefe were James de Molay, grand matter, who had flood godfather to one" of 
the king's fons ; Guy, commander of Normandy, brother to the dauphin of 
Auvergne j Hugh de Peralde, grand-vifitor of France ; and the grand-prior of 
Aquitaine, who^ previous to his imprifonment, had been minifter of the finan- 
ces. The confeflions which they had before made of the abominations of their 
order, and the fentence of perpetual imprifonment, were read to them ; one of 
the legates then made a long harangue which he finifhed by calling on the 

f Hift. de Malthe, t. i. p. 530. + Du Puy, p, 106. X Ibid- p. 184. 
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grand matter to renew in public the confeffion which he had privately made be- 
fore the pope ; but he was greatly furprifed, when this refpe&able perlbxiao-e 
fhaking the chains with which he was loaded, advanced to the front of the leaf- 
fold, with a fteady countenance, and, raifmg his voice, pointing to the pil 
which the executioners were preparing in order to burn him fhould he retract 
what had been extorted from him, thus addreffed the furrounding multitude: 
u The horrid fpe&acle now prefented to my fight can never make me confirm 
my Srffc deviation from truth, by the utterance of a fecond falfhcod — I have 
belied my confeience ; it is time that truth fhould triumph in her turn — I 
" fwear, then, in the face of heaven and earth, that all which has been now 
faid of the crimes and impiety of the templars is a horrible calumny j it is a 
holy, juft, and orthodox order ; I deferve to die for having, at the /dilata- 
tion of the pope and the king, dared to" accufe it. Why cannot I expiate thi 
crime by a punifhment ftill more dreadful than that of fire ? It is the only 
means now left me for obtaining the compaffion of men and the mercy of 
" God- !" Guy, brother to the dauphin, held nearly the fame language ; and 
iblemnly aflerted the innocence of their brethren. The other two were lcis 
courageous ; they perfifted in their former confeflions, and were treated accoi> 
dingly. 

The embarraflment into which the legates were thrown by this unexpected 
incident could only be equalled by their difappointment. At alofs how to pro- 
ceed, they adjourned the bufinefs to the next* day ; and, making the unfortu- 
nate noblemen defcend from the fcaffold, they delivered them into the hands 
of the provoft of Paris. The king, informed of their retractation, immedi- 
tely alterable d the lay-members of his councilt, and, in the evening of the 
fame day, James de Molay, and Guy, brother to the dauphin of Auvergnc, 
were conduced to a fmall ifland on the Seine, fituated between the king's gar- 
den and the convent of the Auguftins, where they were confumed by a How 
fire. In the midft ®f the flames they evinced the fame firmnefs they had dis- 
played in the morning, and renewed the proteftations which they then made ; 
with their laft breath they aflerted the innocence of their order, and acknow- 
ledged, with the utmoft humility and contrition, that they had deferved death, 
for having maintained the contrary in the prefence of the pope and the kingt. 
The eyes of the people were now opened ; terrified at the fcene of initrder be£ov 
them, and aftonifhed at the refohition of the victims, they lamented their cruel 
fate with tears, and did that juftice to their memory which they had refufedto 
their conduft. 



Thus finifhed that dreadful perfecution which reflefts an eternal difgrace on 
the memory of Philip, and brands with infamy the name of Clement — the firft 

3 Villani, 3. viiL c, 92 ; Pap, Mafs. in Phil. Pul. • Paul. EmiL in enmd. ; Mariana, t- iii* 1. 1 J> ?• 53 *» 

+ Spicil. t, iii. p. 67. % Pap. Mafs. 1. iii. p. 393. 
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as the projector, the fecond as the inftrument, of a plan, which, for its iniquity, 
is fearcely to be exceeded in the annals of human depravity. The king is faid, 
by Velly, to have received only one-third of the money and moveable effe&s 
belonging to the templars, in order to defray the immenfe expence of the pro- 
fecution ; but, as he neither tells us what was the amount of that property, 

nor of thofe expences, we may fafely admit the juftice of his aflertion, with- 
out, however, exempting Philip from the charge of rapacioufnefs, which the 
whole tenor of his conduft moft ftrongly corroborates. That the pope had 
been influenced, in this affair, by motives of avarice, has likewife been afferted j 
though it muft be confefTed that no proof has been adduced to eftablifti the ac- 
cufation* — but, whatever were their motives, the manner in which they con- 
ducted the profecution is alone fufficient to prove, that" they were not fwayed 
by any regard to juftice. The crimes, too, imputed to the templars, are, from 



numerous 



taken in behalf of the profecution, one only is preferved in hiftory — that of Ralph 
de Prefle, an advocate for* the king's court (quoted by Du Puy) ; and this does 
not furnifli the fliadow of a proof, fince it merely relates to a converfation which 
the deponent had with one of the knights, who told him that there were fo ma- 
ny ftrange things pafled at their meetings, that he would (boner loofe his head 
than reveal them ; and that, at their general chapter, there was one point, with 
regard to which fuch fecrecy was obferved, that, were any man by chance, to be- 
come acquainted with it, the knights would certainly put him to death. The 
extorted confeflions of the knights themfelves were, we have every region to 
believe, the principal grounds of condemnation ; and, by the fevere punifli- 



means 



were employed to procure them. Had any farther proofs exifted, it is fair to 
prefume, they would have been preferved either in the Vatican, or in the royal 

, Zurita, Vola- 



Walfi 

terran, Blondus, Belleforeft, Du Puy, and Father Daniel, conceive thefe to 
have been fufficient to juftify the execution of the knights, and the abolition of 
the order ; on the contrary, we fully fubfcribe to the opinion of thofe numerous 
writers, both ancient and modern, who confider the templars as objetts of an 
unjuft and unprincipled perfecution.— The vindictive Philip we regard as an in- 
human tyrant ; the fervile Clement as a faithlefs minifter of Chrift. 

A. D.-1313, 1 314.3 On the king's return from the council of Vienne, he 
conferred the honour of knighthood on his three fons, on which occafion there 
were great rejoicings at Paris, which lafted for fe'veral days j but the attention 

j 

\ ■ 

* Voltaire, indeed, (t. xii. p. 26S.) has gravely advanced, < c that the frank and precife Du Puy fays the 
" pope did not forget himfelf, in the divifion of thefpoil;" but, unfortunately for this faithlefs hiftorian, 
Tio fuch aflertion is to be found in the author he quotes ; nor, indeed, is it probable that Du Puy fhould 
have made fuch a remark, when it is well known that he wrote his account of this famous (or rather infa- 
mous) tranfaftion, for the exprefs purpofe of juftifying Philip and Clement, ' 
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of Philip was Ipeedily called from fcenes of joy to the difmal theatre of war. 
The count of Flanders having refufed to appear in the king's court, his domi- 
nions were confifcated, and declared to be annexed to the crown. An army 
was accordingly affembled to put this fentence in execution 5 and the troops had 
advanced as far as Courtray, when the count offered to fubmit to fuch terms 
as Philip fhould be pleafed to impofe. In confequence of this propofal, the no- 
bles of either army had a meeting, and it was fettled*, that the Flemings fhould 
pay the king the remainder of the fum that had bc^en fixed on at the la ft treaty 
of peace ; that the count fhould difmantle all his fortreffes, at fuch time as the 
king fhould appoint, beginning by Bruges and Ghent ; that the expences of thi 
demolition fhould be defrayed by the Flemings, in the prcfence of conimiffaries 
nominated by Philip ; and that, till the final execution of thefe articles, Cour- 

tray, with all its forts, fhould be furrendered to the French, together with the 
count's youngeft fon, Robert de CafTel. — The Flemings, however, embraced 
the firft opportunity of violating this ignominious treaty ; they flew to arms, 
and expelled the French governor of Courtray ; and, though Philip fent a frefli 
army to reduce them to obedience, he was glad to accept the propofals of the 
count of Flanders, to reftore the hoftages he had received, and to conclude a 
truce. By thefe indecifive meafures he exhaufted his treafury, without exten- 
ding liis dominions. 

The fituation of his kingdom, indeed, was not fuch as to juftify any attempts 
tit conquefl ; the people were loud in their complaints of the taxes which had 
been recently impofed ; a new debafement of the coin had almoft driven them 
to an open infurreftion * in Champagne, Picardy, Artois, Forez, and Burgun- 
dy, confederacies h^d been formed as 5 well for refitting the exaftion of impofte 
hitherto unknown, as for effe&ing the reftoration of certain privileges, of which 
the nobles pretended to have been unjuftly deprived ; in fhort, there was every 
reafon to apprehend a general revolt. Philip, to quiet the minds of the people, 
fuppreffed the taxes complained of, and endeavoured to throw all the odium on 
his minifters, by infinuating that they had impofed and levied them without his 
orders* 

The king's uneafinefs at the difpofition of his fubjech to refift thofe proceed- 
ings which they deemed tyrannical and oppreffive, was greatly increafed by a 
calamity of a more domeftic nature. He had three fons, Lewis Hutin, king of 
Navarre ; Philip the Long, count of Poitiers j and Charles the Fair ; they were 
air three married, and fo Angularly unfortunate had they been in the choice of 
their wives, that an accufation of adultery was exhibited againft each of them, 
about the fame time. Margaret, queen of Navarre, daughter to Robert the 
Second, duke of Burgundy ; and Blanche, the youngeft daughter of Otho the 
v Fourth, count palatine of Burgundy*!' 7 wife to Charles,, were convicted of the 



f Spic. t. iii. p. 66. + Chron. eavers de Godefroy de Pans ; MSS.. dn Roi. N. 68 m 
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crime, and imprifoned in a caftle at Andely, after undergoing the ignominious 
operation of having their hair cutoff, and their heads fhaved, the punlPmnent an- 
nexed by the law to the crime of adultery in females. The former was after- 
wards ftrangled by order of her hufband ; the latter, after remaining feven years 
in prifon, was removed to the caftle of Gauroy, near Coutances, and from 
thence to the abbey of Maubuiflbn, where fhe took the veil, and palTed the re- 
mainder of her days. Suipicions were equally ftrong againft Jane, counteis of 
Poitiers, eldeft fifter to Blanche, and heirefs of Burgundy ; but, after a ftri£t in- 
veftigation of the fafr, the caufe was tried by the parliament, in prefence of 
the count of Valois, the count of Evreux, and many other of the nobility, 
when the princefs was acquitted — Inculpabilis et omnxno innoxia judicature Her 
hurband was the firft to acknowledge her innocence : — u thus was he more 
u fortunate, or at leaft more prudent" fays Mezeray, 4C than his brothers." 

The objects of the princefles criminal attachment were two brothers — Philip 
and Gautier de Launai, gentlemen of Normandy, and officers of the houfhold 
to Lewis and Philip*. They were tried by an afTembly, purpofely convened 
by the king, at Pontoife ; and the fentence pafled on them favoured not a little 
of the barbarity of the age. They were firft flayed alive, then dragged through 
a ftubble field, - after which their private parts were cut off; and, laftly, their 
heads were fevered from their bodies. When dead, they were fufpended, with 
an uiher of the chamber, the confident of their amours, on a public gibbet. 
Many perfons of both icxes were involved in their difgrace, either as accom- 
plices, or as being fuipe&ed of having obferved a criminal fdence. Some of 
thefe were drowned, and others privately {mothered. A bifiiop, in particular, 
of the order of Saint Dominick, is faid to have been privy to the intrigue, 
but hiftorians differ as to the nature of his punifhment. They agree, how- 
ever, in blaming the king for making public an affair which a juft regard for 
the honour of his family fhould have induced him to bury in oblivion. 

Thefe various fources of anxiety proved fatal to Philip's conftitution ; finding 
his ftrength decay, he repaired to Fontainbleau, in the hope that his native air 
would prove favourable to his health ; but nature was too far advanced to ad- 
mit of recovery. He, therefore, thought of making a final fettlement for his chil- 
dren ; his fecond fon, Philip, had already received, as his appanage, the county 
of Poitiers ; Charles, the youngeft, he now inverted with the county of Marche, 
but on condition that, in cafe he fliould die without male heirs, it fhould revert 



to the crown. This was the origin of a new order of jurifprudence ; at the 



commencement of the third race of kings, appanages had been confidered as 
fees-fimple, they were then fubjefted to fome reftri&ions, afterwards limited to 
the heirs of the perfon to whom they were granted, and now they were confin- 
ed to the male heirs. The motive for thefe reftriftions was, to prevent them 



* Spicil. 1. 111. p. 63» 
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from paffing, by marriage, into the hands of foreigners ; a circumftance which 
endangered the tranquillity of the kingdom. 

A. D. 1 3 15*] On his death-bed, Philip caft a retrofpeftive eye on the vari- 
ous tranfaftions of his reign ; and, at that moment when the voice of adulation 
had loft its wonted power, he found his own gratifications had .ever been conful- 
ted, in preference to the welfare of his people. Stricken with remorfe, he foup-ht 
to repair, as far as in him lay, the mifery he had occafioned. To Lewis, his 
eldeft fon and fucceflbr, he gave the moft falutary advice : he ftriftly enjoined 
him to fupprefs the new taxes, and revoked, himfelf, all the edidts by which 
they had been eftablifhed ; he conjured his children to relieve his fubje&s from 
the oppreflion under which they laboured; gave orders for reducing the current 
coin to its juft value, and for repairing all the injuries he had committed. After 
he had made fome other juft* and pious regulations, he expired, at Fontainbleau, 
on the twenty-ninth of November, in the year 13 15, which was the thirtieth of 
his reign, and the forty-fixth of his age*. His body was conveyed to Saint De- 
nis, and his heart to Poifly. 

Philip is faid, by contemporary writers, to have been the handlomeft man of 
the age* but the beauties of his mind by no means correfponded to thofcof his 

perfon. Prodigal and ambitious, he facrificed the happinefs of his fubje&s to 
the gratification of his own deftruftive pafiions ; cruel and vindictive, the ob- 
jects of his hatred or revenge were expofed to perfecution the moft unprinci- 
pled and fanguinary his condutt to the templars was alone fufficient to ftamp 
him a tyrant. But while, in recording his defefts, we pay a tribute to juftice, 
candour requires we fhould notice his virtues as a hufband and a parent ; and 
beftow a juft commendation on his patronage of the fciences, and on the firm- 
nefs and vigour he difplayed in aflerting the rights of his crown againft the da- 
ring pretentions of Boniface the Eighth. 

Philip had, by his queen, Jane of Navarre, four fons and three daughters. 
Lewis, Philip, and Charles, who fucceflively attained to the regal dignity ; and 
Robert, who was affianced to Conftantia of Arragon, daughter of Frederic the 
Third, king of Sicily, but died in his twelfth year. His daughters were, Mar- 
garet, who was promifed to Ferdinand the Fourth, but who died ere the mar- 
riage was celebrated ; Ifabella, wife to Edward the Second, king of England ; 
and Blanche, who was betrothed to Ferdinand, Infant of Caftille, but died 
young. 

Philip was attached to the ftudy of the belles lettres, and extended his pa- 
tronage and proteftion to all who cultivated the fciences. He founded the uni- 
verfity of Orleans ; betides which fever al colleges were founded during his 
reign : that of Navarre, by his queen ; that of the cardinal le Moine 



bifliop of Narbonne. 



Montagu, by Gilles Aycelin de Montagu, arch,- 



* P. Anf, Hift. Gen. t. u p. 52. 
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Among the celebrated characters that flour iflied during this reign, were, 
William de Nangis, John de Meun, and William Duranti. The firft of thefe, 
who was a monk of Saint Denis, finiflied the life of Saint Lewis, which had 
been begun by one of his brethren named Gillon de Rheims ; he alfo compiled 
that of Philip the Hardy, and continued the hiftory of Sigebert, the monk of 
Gemblours, from 1 114 to 1300. John de Neun is famous for his continuation 
of the celebrated poem entitled, cc The Romance of the Rofe," which was be- 
gun forty years before by William de Lorris ; he was likewife author of a . 
French tranflation of the Epiftles of Abelard, and of fome other works of in- 
ferior note. 

William Duranti, a native of PuimifTon in the diocefe of Beziers, one of the 
moil learned lawyers of the age, was the firft law-profeflbr at Bologna and Mo- 
dena, then chaplain and auditor of the holy palace, governor of the patrimony of 
Saint Peter, general of the ecclefiaftical troops, legate to pope Gregory the Tenth 
at the council of Lyons, canon of Beauvais and Narbonne, dean of Chartres, 
and, laftly, bifhop of Mende. He has left feveral curious works ; his two prin- 
cipal publications are, Speculum Juris, by which he gained the appellation of 
Speculator; and Rationale divinorum, Officiorum* 

The celebrated John Duns Scotus, fo famous for his genius and learning, that 
England, Scotland, and Ireland have contended for the honour of his birth*, 
was commanded, by the general of his order, (the Francifcans) to remove from 
Oxford to Paris, in the year 1304, to defend the do&rine of the immaculate 
conception of the virgin Mary, which is generally believed to have been firft 
maintained by him, though Velly aflertst, that it had been taught by many of 
the Parifian "doftors before his time. Be that as it may, it was now impugned 
by the divines of Paris, who were fuccefsfully oppofed by Duns Scotus, before 
an affembly of the univerfity, called for the determination of that important 
queftion. The adverfaries of the immaculate conception colle&ed all their force 
on this occafion, and produced no lefs, it is faid, than two hundred objections to 
that doftrine. u Scotus heard them with great compofure ; and, in his reply, 
6C he recapitulated all their objections, and refuted them with as muctfeafe as 
" Sampfon broke the cords of the Philiftines ; after which he proved, by ma- 
u ny ftrong arguments, to the amazement and convi&ion of all who heard him, 
cc that the moft holy virgin conceived without the ftain of original fin. The 
" univerfity of Paris beftowed on him the title of the Subtle Dodor, as a reward 
u for his viftory in this famous difputet." One of the affembly, who was a 
ftranger to the perfon, but not to the fame, of Scotus, was fo highly delighted, 
that he exclaimed — u This is either an angel from heaven, a devil from hell, 
" or John Duns Scotus||." 

t Du Pin. Cent, xiv, p, 52. + Tom. vii. p. 500. $ Buloei Hiftt Univ, Paris, t. iv. p. 70; 

|| Hugo Cavillus in viia J,. Duns Scoti, 
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When Scotus had pafled about four years at Paris, he was fent, bvGonfalvo, 
the general of the Francifcan order, to Cologne, in the year 1308, "to found aa 
univerfity in that city, in imitation of that of Paris, and to defend his favourite 
do&rine of the immaculate conception againft the difciplesof Albert the Great*. 
He experienced a moft favourable reception at Cologne, but died, foon after hi 
arrival, in November, 1308. 

John Duns Scotus poflefled a great fertility of invention, a very retentive me- 
mory, an acute and penetrating genius, and an unremitting application to find) 
but his talents, from the falfe tafte of the age, were unfortunately mifapplied to 
the fubtilties of fchool-philofophy, and the abfurdities of fcholaftic theology. 
When the fhortnefs of his life is confidered, he was one of the moft voluminous 
writers that ever lived. Many of his writings have been feveral times publifti- 
gd ; but the moft complete edition of his works is that publifhed by Waddingus, 

at Lyons, in 1639, in twelve volumes foliot., • 

A great depravity of manners prevailed in the thirteenth century, particularly 
pmong the clergy ; it appears, by the afts of the council of Virlbourgt, which 
was holden in 1287, that the ecclefiaftics wore gaudy drefles, frequented public 
houfes, attended tournaments, and publicly kept miftrefles||. By another coun- 
cil, afTembled at Rouen, in 1299, we learn, that vicars and curates appeared in 
public with fhort coats and fwords by their fides ; that they took women of flif- 
picious characters to their houfes ; that they filled civil offices ; lent money on 
ufurous intereft, and were'grofsly addifted to the pleafures of the table, and 
every other lpecies of debauchery. In the annals of the counts of Oldemberg, 
it is related, that, in certain diocefes, the officials granted licences, for a ftipula- 
ted fum, to commit adultery during a year ; that, in other places, a perfon 
who had committed fornication was excufed on paying a quart of wine — a tax 
which was exa&ed for the remainder of his life— once inferibed on the regifter, 
his tribute was perpetual, although he ceafed to have the inclination, or ability, 
to commit that fin, for which it ferved as an abfolution. 

The vices and irregularities of the clergy were amply detailed in two memo- 
rials, prelented by two French bifhops, to the council of Vienne, in 13 12. Thefe 
may be feen in the ecclefiaftical hiftory of M. Fleury. After noticing thegrofs 
ignorance and depravity of manners which pervaded the different orders of the 
clergy, they obferved, that the archdeacons, in their vifitations, either from 
want of knowledge, or abufe of power, excommunicated pebple for the moft 
trivial offences ; one of the prelates afferted, that he had known /even hundred 
perfons under a fentence of excommunication in one parifh. The canons were 
accufed of behaving with the utmoft indecency during the celebration of divine 
iervice ; the monks quitted their cloifters to attend fairs and markets, where 
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they carried on a regularjrade, and gave themfelves up to the moft ftiamefnl 
vices. The nuns wore filks and rich furs ; dreffed their hair in the fafhionable 
ftyle ; went to balls, concerts, and all public places, and walked the ftreets, 
even at night. Rome is reprefented as the feat .of dfcfpotifm, cupidity, and li- 
centioufnefs ; where money alone could enfure preferment ; whence it was that 
men, deftitute of knowledge, and depraved in manners, obtained the belt liv- 
ings, and difhonoured religion by the irregularity of their lives. Incontinence 
was fo common, that brothels were eftablifhed clofe to the churches, and even 
near the - palace of the pope, the marftial of whofe court received a part 
of the wages of proftitution. The fovereign pontiff himfelf was accufed of an 
intrigue with a lady of quality ; and fome hiftorians* have made no fcruple to 
afcribe the removal of the holy fee to France (which took place at this period) 
to the pope's attachment to the countefs of Perigord, daughter to the count de 
Foix, a lady of exquifite beauty, from whom he could not bear to part. 

Daring the reign of Philip the Fourth, in 1293, a fumptuary law was paired, 
prefcribirig the number of difhes which a perfon was to have on his table at each 
meal ; the number of drefles he was permitted to buy every year, and the price 
of the Huffs of which they were compofed, with various other economical re- 
gulations. It enafted, that no perfon fhould give more than two difhes of meat, 
and a foup or ragout for fupper, which was the principal mealt ; and, at dinner, 
one difli of meat and an entremets. On faft days (when he had only one meal) 
he was allowed to have two difhes of herrings, and two of meat, or one of her- 
rings and three of meat — but never more than four difhes on faft-days, and three 
on otherst. But, left this law might be evaded, it was farther enabled, that 
no difh fhould contain more than one kind of meat or fifh — cheefe, however, 
was not confidered as meat, unlefs enclofed in a pafle, or boiled. The fame 
economical regulations which the kings prefcribed to their fubjefts they obfer- 
ved themfelves ; they never fuffered more than three difhes to appear at their, 
tables ; and never drank any wine but fuch as came from their own vineyards, 
which were all fituated in the Orleanois. 

By another part of this law it was decreed, that no duke, count, nor baron, 
poflefling a territorial revenue of fix thoufand livres, fhould have more than four 
robes a year, and their wives as many ; prelates and knights were reftri&ed to 
two, except fuch knights as had a landed eftate of three thoufand livres a year, 
who were allowed to have three ; an efquire, two ; a bachelor, one ; and every 
woman, fingle or married, who had lefs than two thoufand livres a year in land, 
one. It was ufual for noblemen to make prefents of their robes to their depen- 
dants ; thefe alfo were limited ; knights were forbidden to give more than two, 
and prelates more than one. The ufual drefs of the men, in thefe times, were 
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the long tunic, with a robe or a cloak, and fometimes both, over it ; the fiiort 
jacket, except in camp, was confined to fervants. At one time the robes had no 
fleeves ; and, when fleeves were introduced, they were at firft very tight, and 
afterwards very full and large. The cloak, particularly when trimmed with 
fur, was only worn by perfons of a certain rank. It was faftened with a dafp 
on the right fhoulder, fb as to leave the right arm at full liberty: tucked up on 
the left fide above the fword, and hung loofe behind as low as the ground* The 
different clafles of nobility were diftinguifhed by the breadth of the border of 
their cloaks, by the quality of the fur or ermine with which it was trimmed, 
the fize of the cape, and length of the train. The cloak of a duke, count, ba- 
ron, or knight, was made of fcarlet or violet cloth ; this laft colour was gene- 
rally ufed by the peers for their long court drefs. Hats were not yet known; 
caps were worn of velyet, or of cloth ; the firft, which were laced, were con- 
fined to kings, princes, and knights. Over the cap a kind of hood was worn 
with a cufhion at top, and a tail hanging down behind ; this part of the head- 
drefs, which was called a chaperon, was common to both fexes. The chaperons 
of people of diftincftion were larger than the others, and trimmed with fur ; thofe 
of the common people were plain, and formed like a fugar-loaf. 

With regard to the price of the different fluffs of which the robes were com- 
pofed, it was decreed, that no prelate or baron fliould wear a robe that coft 
more than five-and-twenty fous an ell ; the wives of barons were allowed to 
exceed this price, by one fifth. The knight-banneret could not exceed eigh- 
teen fous the ell ; the baron's fon, fifteen ; the efquire, ten ; the dignified clerk, 
or fon of a count, flxteen ; the fimple clerk, twelve and a half, and the canon 
of a cathedral, fifteen. Citizens who were worth two thoufand livres, were 
limited to twelve fous fix deniers the ell ; their wives allowed to go as high as 
fixteen ; others, lefs opulent, were limited to ten fous, and their wives to 
twelve . 

By an account of the expences of the king's houfhold in 1202, it appears, that 
the complete drefs of a page coft a hundred and feven Jons; that of a lady of the 
court, eight livres; of women of inferior rank, one third lefs ; of female do- 
mriftics, fifty-eight fous. The price of cloth for the fhifts of women of the high- 
eft rank, was fixed at onefold eight deniers the ell ; the fcarlet robe, which Phi- 
lip Auguftus wore at the feftival of Eafter, coft fixteen livres and a half; his 
tunics, each fifteen fous ; and the queen's beft robe and furred cloak, twenty- 
feven livres, feventeen fous. Another account of the year 12 17, ftates, that the 
robes of M. Lewis, the king's eldeft fon, and thofe of the princefs his wife, 
^mounted to a hundred and fixteen livres, eleven (bus — the richeft which the 
prince had/ in the month of September, coft nine livres , fifteen fous; there was 
one which coft only thirty-fix fous. 

, In thofe days, as in the prefent times, the citizen afFefted to ape his fuperiors, 
and to mimic the manners of the courtier ; like him he had his carriage, his 
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flambeaus, his rich dretfes, and brilliant trinkets. The new edict fought to re- 
train thefe abufes, and to make men live according to their refpe&iye fituations 
in life ; it was ordained, that no citizen's wife fhould have a carriage, or be 
lighted home at night with waxen torches ; that neither fhe nor , her hufband 
fhould wear ermine or any other expenfive furs, or gold, or precious, ftones, or 
crowns of gold or Jilver. 

. But no fumptuary law could fuffice to check the vanity of the times ; the 
fines annexed to a violation of the edift proved inadequate to enforce its execu- 
tion ; and, as foon as one article of luxury was forbidden, another was introdu- 
ced in its place. During the reign of Philip, the long fhoes, turned up at the 
toes, were introduced into France ; they are faid to have been firfl worn by a 
nobleman, who had a large fleftiy excrefcence at the end of his foot, for the 
purpofe of concealing that defeft. They foon became general, and thenceforth 
a man's rank was known by the length of his fiioes ; the fhoes of a prince were 
two feet and a half in length ; ttiofe of a baron two feet, while a fimple knight 
was reduced to eighteen inches, and a plain cit to twelve. Hence the French 
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againfl nature," "an infult to the Creator and the wearing/fuch fhoes. was 
very near being declared herejy*. Charles the Fifth, in order to pleafe the 
clergy, declared the cuftom to be " contrary to good manners, invented in de- 
" rifion of God and the church, by worldly vanity, and mad , prefumptiont 
to affeft its abolition, all thofe who followed it were fentenced to pay a fine of 
ten florins. This regulation had the defired effe£t ; but the long fhoes werefuo 
ceeded by large flippers, above a foot 

An abfurd and moft irrational credulity prevailed, in all the nations of Eu- 
rope, during the thirteenth century, not only among the vulgar,' but among 
perfons of the higheft rank and beft education. No prince engaged in any 
enterprife of importance till his aftrologers had confulted the ftars, and difco- 
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A. D. 1314*] ON theacceffion of Lewis to the throne of his anceflors, all 
Europe was convulfed by inteftine commotions. Edward the Second, of Eng- 
land, a weak but well-difpofed prince, was harafled by his factious and turbu- 
lent barons, for entrufting to others the weighty cares of government which he 
was unable to bear himfelf. His kingdom was divided into parties ; the ftan- 
dard of revolt was hoifted in every quarter ; and juftice and order gave way to 
violence and bloodflied. 

Germany, by the death of the emperor, Henry of Luxembourg, was equally 
convulfed by two contending fa&ionst. The princes, on whom the appoint- 
ment of a fuccefTor devolved, were divided in their choice ; and the want of 
a proper regulation to prevent diforder, on the deceafe of the fovereien, occa- 
fioned an interregnum of fourteen months, which was terminated by a double 
election; the particulars whereof are varioufly related by hiftorians. The moft 
common opinion is, that five ele&ors — the king of Bohemia, the archbifhops 
of Mayence and Treves, the duke of Saxe, and the marquis of Brandebourg, 
elefted Lewis of Bavaria, grandfon, by his mother's fide, to the emperor Rodol- 
phus the Firft ; and that the two others, the archbifhop of Cologne, and the 
count Palatine, proclaimed Frederic the'Handfome, fon to the emperor Albert of 
Auftria. They were both crowned j the firft at Aix la Chapelle, by the archbi- 
fhop of Mayence, and the laft at Rouen, by the archbifhop of Cologne* After 
their coronation, each of them prepared to aflert his right by force of arms ; 
which gave rife to thofe dreadful diforders, that defolated Germany during 
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eipht years. At length a battle, that was fought in the vicinity of Muhldorffy 
on the* twenty-eigth of September, 1322, in which the Auftrian was defeated 
and taken prifoner, fecured the crown to his competitor ; and Frederic was 
glad to procure his liberty by refigning his prctenfions to Lewis. 

Rome was expofed to the fame diforders, and from a flmilar caufe. The 
pontifical throne had been fometime vacant, by the death of Clement the Fifth, 
and the cardinals, affembled at Carpentras, could not agree in the choice of a 
fucceflbr. The Gafcons, who formed a powerful party in the conclave, wifhed 
for a pontiff of their own nation ; but they were ftrenuoufly oppofed by the 
French and Italians ; and, fuch was the equality between thefe two fa&ions, 
that neither could preponderate ; thus there was no profpeft of putting an end to 
the conteft. The Gafcons, tired with the length of their confinement, enga- 
ged their fervants to fet fire to the conclave, by which the cardinals were com- 
pelled to feparate ; they promifed, indeed, to meet again as foon as a conveni- 
ent place fhould be fixed upon ; but, as they firmly adhered to their refpeftive 
opinions, they were in no hafte to fulfil their engagement. Lewis, foon after 
hisacceffion, fent his brother, the count of Poitiers, to alfeft an accommodation 
between the different parties ; and, having affembled all the cardinals in a con- 
vent, at Lyons, he declared that they fhould not ftxr from thence, till they had 
given a head to the church. 

The Caftilians were engaged in a war with the Moors, whom, though they of- 
ten defeated, they could never reduce*. Their kingdom, in the mean time, 
was infefted with formidable troops of banditti, who plundered travellers, pil- 
laged the country, and committed a thoufand a&s of violence and outrage, 
which no care was taken to reprefs. The throne was filled by an infant mo- 
narch, and the princes of the blood, wholly occupied by projects of ambition, 
violated all laws, human and divine, in-order to obtain the regency. . . 

Such was the fituationof the neighbouring powers, when Lewis afcended the 
throne; nor was his own kingdom in aftateof greater tranquillityt. Moft of 
the provinces had either actually revolted, or were ready to revolt ; in that of 
Sens, a confpiracy, of a very fmgular nature, had been formed. - Many of the 
inhabitants, opprefTed by the fhameful extortions, and enraged at the uncon- 
trouled infolence of the officers of the archbifliop's court, ele&ed a king, a 
pope, and cardinals of their own ; and prepared to retaliate on their enemies 
by the commiflion of fimilar outrages. They pronounced fentences of excom- 
munication, gave abfolution, adminiftered the facraments, or elfe compel- 
led the priefts to adminifter them, by threatening them with death. They 
proceeded fofar that Lewis was obliged to interpofe his authority, and to put a 
ftopto the diforders, by configning the principal authors of them to condign 

punifhment. But a league between the people of Vermandois, Beauvaifis, 
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Champagne, Burgundy, and Forez, which had been formed during the prece- 
ding reign, and lately renewed, gave him more ferious apprehenfions . He lent 
his uncle, the count of Valois, to hear the complaints of the infurgents and 
to do them juftice. Charles, after many negociations, had at length tile good 
fortune to fucceed in quelling this dangerous revolt. He fatisfied the nobles 
by the re-eftablifhment of all the prerogatives which they had enjoyed under 
the reign of Saint Lewis, and he appeafed the people by repealing the taxes 
which occafioned their difcontent, and by facrificing tQ their refentment the 
life and honour of Enguerrand de Marigny, whom they had long been taught 
to regard as the author of their mifery. 

Enguerrand was defcended from an ancient and noble family in Normandy; 
the name of which was originally Le Portier, but his grandfather Hugh, lord 
of Rofey and Lyons, having married the heirefs of the count of Marigny, 
gave her name to his children. The moment young Marigny made his ap- 
pearance at court, he was univerfally admired for the graces of his perlon, 
the elegance of his wit, and the ftrength of his talents. The late king, find- 
ing him poflefled of much political knowledge, appointed him a member of 
his council, gave him the poft of chamberlain, created him count of Longue- 
ville, made him governor of the Louvre, mafter of the houfhold, fuperin- 
tendant of the finances, and prime minifter*. This accumulation of favours 
naturally excited the envy of the great, whofe enmity increafed in proportion 
to his merit. The imprudence, of Philip, in the multiplication of imports, 
rendered his minifter an object of public indignation. But of all his enemies, the 
count of Valois was the molt violent and implacable ; during the life of his bro- 
ther, however, he was under the neceffity of confining his animofity to his own 
bofom. x\ change of government, attended by a general infurreftion, appear- 
ed to him a proper feafon for revenge ; he therefore laid his plan of perfecu- 
tion, and veiled it under the Ipecious mafk of public good. 

Notwithftanding the immenfe fums which had been levied, during the late 
reign, on the king's deceafe the treafury was fo far exhaufted, that there was 
not fufficient money to defray the expence of a coronation! . cc Where then/' 
laid Lewis one day in full council, " are the .tenths which were levied on the 
4C clergy ? What has become of the numerous fubfidies exafted from the peo- 
a pie ? Where are the riches that muft have been derived from the debarment 
^ of the coin?" " Sire/ 7 faid the count of Valois, u Marigny was entrufted 
c; with ail this money, it is his place to give an account of it." Enguerrand 
protefted' that he was ready fo to do, whenever he fhould receive the king's or- 
ders for that purpofe. cc Let it be done, then, immediately," exclaimed the 
count. " With all my heart," replied the minifter ; " I gave you, Sir, a great 

^ part of it 5 the reft was employed in defray ing the expences of the ftate, and 
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u in carrying on the war againft the Flemings." " Ton lye !" faid Charles in 
a race. — u It is yourfelf, who are the liar, Sir," returned the minifter, with 
more fpirifc than prudence. The count immediately drew his fword ; Marigny 
put himfelf in apofture of defence, and the confequences muft have been feri- 
ous but for the interference of the council, who haftened to feparate them. The 
prince no longer placed any bounds to his refentment 5 all his credit was. exer- 
ted for the inftivftion of vengeance ; and his friends, the count of wSaint Paulj 
and the vidame of Amiens, were, in the mean time, ordered to intimate to the 
young monarch that the fuperintendant of his finances was the only vi&im capa- 
ble of affuaging the rage of the people. 

Some days after this incident, Marigny, relying too much on his own innocence, 
attended the council as ulual ; but he was arrefted as he entered the king's apart-* 
ment, and conveyed to the prifon of the Louvre, of which he was governor ; 
from thence, at the inter ceiiion of the count of Valois, he was transferred to 
the temple, and thrown into a dungeon*. Ralph de Preles, a celebrated advo- 
cate, the intimate friend of Marigny, was alfo arrefted, through fear that he 
might furnifh the minifter with fuch means of defence as might baffle all the 
efforts of his adverfaries. Some pretext, however, was necelfary to cover the 
iniquity of this proceeding ; he was therefore accufed of having confpired a- 
gainft the life of the late king ; and, by an inftance of unparalleled injuftice^ 
his effefts were immediately confifcated, and were not reftored even after his 
innocence had been eftablifhed. The king, indeed, on his death-bed, felt are- 
xnorfe of confcience, and did all that he could to repair this injury. In his laft 
will he ordered all the lands and effe&s belonging to Ralph de Preles to be re- 
ftored, whether they were in poffeffion of the crown or of individuals!. But 
it is not known, whether his orders were executed. 

* Many other perfons were involved in the difgrace of Marigny, particularly 
all fuch as had been any wife concerned with him in the adminiftration of the 
finances. Thefe were committed to different prifons ; fome put to the torture, 
for the purpofe of extorting from them fomething that might tend to criminate 
the minifter ; but, either from gratitude to their benefa&or, or from relpeft for 
truth, they bore the pain with fortitude, and made no confeflion. The count 
of Valois was highly difappointed ; nor did hefucceed better in a proclamation 
he iffued, inviting all perfons, whether rich or poor, who had any complaints 
to make againft the fuperintendant of the finances, to appear in the king's court, 
where they might depend upon having juftice done them — Not afoul appeared 3 
not s a fingle complaint was preferred^. 

The profecution, however, was carried on ; and, when every thing was pre- 
pared, Marigny was conducted to the wood of Vincennes, to hear the charges 
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affifted by a great number of nobles and prelates. The a 
merous ; but the- mod ferious were thefe — that he had debafed the coin ; bur- 
thened people with taxes ; artfully perfuaded the late king to make him pre- 
ients to an immenfe amount ; ftolen confiderable fums, that had been deftined 
for the ufe of Edmond de Goth, a relation of the pope's ; iflued various orders 
unauthorifed by the command of his fovereign ; and maintained a traiterous 
correfpondence with the Flemings. 

Such of thefe charges as were founded on fafts had beena&s of the king, and 
not of the minifter ; the reft were wholly unfupported by proof ; — nor, indeed, 
did the count of Valois attempt to bring any proof; fo little regard did he pay, 
even to the forms of juftice, that he refufed to hear what the party accuied had to 
urge in his own defence. Marigny's brothers, however, the bifhop of Beauvais, 
and the archbiftiop of Sens, ufed all their credit with the king, to obtain for him 
a permiffion, that had never been denied to the moft atrocious culprits — that of 
anfwering juridically to the various charges that had been brought againft him. 
The king, confcious that what he defired was juft, readily complied with it ; he 
went ftill farther ; enraged at finding nothing was produced againft the minif- 
ter but vague affertions, unfupported by proof, he exprefled his determination 
to do him juftice by immediately releafmg him from confinement ; but he was 
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count of Valois, and fome of the barons in wax*. In thefe days of ignorance 
and fuperftition, it was believed that any operations performed on fuch images 
would affefr the perfons they reprefented ; and in the ancient chronicle of Saint 
Denis, it is gravely afTerted, that fo long as thefe had lafted, the faid king 
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fently propagated that De Lor had hanged himfelf in prifon ; it is probable he 
had been privately ftrangled. . Be that as it may, his death was received as a 

proof of his guilt. Lewis was young, Ample, and inexperienced ; the waxen 
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images were fhewn to him ; the felf-inflidled punilhment of the magician was en- 
forced ; his credulity proved ftronger than his judgment ; he withdrew his pro- 
tection from Marigny, and configned him to the care and difpofal of his im- 
placable foe. 

The count of Valois, having now attained the fummit of his wifhes, affem- 
bled a few barons and knights, at the wood of Vincennes, ordered the accu- 
fations to be read to them, and fpared no pains to convince them of their 
truth — without hearing any evidence, without admitting the prifoner to fpeak 
in his defence, he was declared guilty of all the crimes that were laid to his 
charge, and, notwithftanding his rank, was fentenced to be hanged. This 
iniquitous fentence was executed on the thirtieth of April, 1315, at break of 
day, (the time at which all executions were then performed) and his body was 
afterwards fufpended on a gibbet at Montfaucon. 

Charles was difappointed in his expe&ations of applaufe ; nothing is more 
common in the minds of the people than fudden tranfitions from rage to com- 
paflion ; highly irritable, their refentment is eafily roufed 5 but, deftroy its ob- 
ject, it inftantly fubfides, and they are the firft to accufe themfelves ofinjufiice. 
This was precifely the cafe with regard to Marigny ; they had been dazzled by 
his fplendour, and had been eager to promote his downfall ; when that was ef- 
fected, they were moved by his misfortunes, and began to enquire into the jus- 
tice of his condemnation. What to refentment had feemed clear, to compaC- 
lion appeared myfterious ; the irregularity of the proceedings now ftruck them 
in a forcible point of view, and they loudly condemned thofe meafures which 
before they had, as loudly, commended. The count of Valois himfelf, On his 
death-bed, acknowledged the injuftice of his own conduft, and the innocence of 
Marigny, whofe family was, at a fubfequent period, reinftated in all the ho- 
nours and poffeflions of which he had been unjuftly deprived. 

A. D. 1 316.] A great famine prevailed at this time, occafioned by the hea- 
vy rains, which, falling inceflantly for four months*, rotted the corn upon the 
ground, and deftroyed the vines. Provifions of all kinds were fo dear that the 
poor, unable to pur chafe them, died with hunger in the ftreets. The evil was 
encreafed by the avarice of the bakers, who mixed all kinds of filth with their 
bread, in order to render it more weighty. Being detefted by the vigilance of 
a citizen of Paris, named Roger Bon-Tems, they were expofed upon wheels, 
to the infults of the populace, and then baniflied the kingdom. The nation was 
at length relieved from this dreadful fltuation, by the fupplies it received from 

Gafcony, where commerce was in a more fio unfiling ftate than any other part 
of France. 

Lewis having refolved to reduce the Flemings to fubjeftion, but being afraid 
of rifking a civil war by the exaction of new impofts, iflued an cdift r by which 

* Spicil. torn. Hi, p. 70, 71 ; Godefroide Paris, MSS.duRoi> N. 6812, fol. 88. col, 1* 
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he declared, that, as king of the Franks, he wiflied to have none but free men 
in his dominions 3 and that he would, therefore, emancipate from flavery all 
fuch of his fubjefts as would pay him a certain fum*\ As all the inhabitants of 
the country were in a ftate of feudal fervitude — the nature of which we have 
before had occafion to explain — it was expefted that the contribution would be 
confiderable. The greater part of the Jerfs^ however, preferring money to li- 
berty, he determined to force them to accept his proffered kindncfs. For this 
purpofe he iflued orders to his officers! to exaft from them fuch funis as their 
fltuation and fortune would admit of. But even this was found inefficient- 
recourfe, therefore, was had to another expedient. The Jews were permitted 
to return to France, on condition of paying a very heavy tax, and to remain 

there for twelve years, during which they were at liberty to enter into trade, 
or to live by the labour of their hands ; they were allowed, alfo, to fue for 
their old debts, two-thirds of which the king claimed for himfelf ; to purchafe 

their fynagogues, their burying-places, and their books, except the Thalmud. 
But the joy which this perfecuted people experienced on receiving a favour 
which they had fo long folicited in vain, was considerably damped by the hard 
conditions annexed to the acceptance of it. They were obliged to wear, as for- 
merly, a particular mark ; they were prohibited from lending money on ufurous 
intereft, or written obligations ; or, in fhort, on any thing but pledges ; and they 
were forbidden to difpute on matters of faith, either in public or private. 

Such was the fltuation of affairs when Clemence, daughter to the king of 
Hungary, who had been betrothed to Lewis, arrived in France* The king gave 
Jier the meeting at Saint Lie, near Troyes in Champagne, where the marriage 

was celebrated ; and, in a few days after, (on the twenty-fourth of Auguft) they 
were both crowned at Rheims. Lewis then placed himfelf at the head of the 
army which he had afFembled for the reduction of Flanders ; an army more nu- 
merous, and better equipped, than any which France had feen for fome time ; 
but the inclemency of the feafon marred all its operations. On the approach of 
the French, the Flemings, who were employed in the fiege of Marquette, retir- 
ed in diforder, and fled to Courtray, where they were inverted by Lewis. But 
the heavy rains which fell, without intermiffion, for a great length of time, pre- 
vented the befiegers from proceeding with their works. The whole army, od 
ficers as well as men, were up to their knees in mud ; to add to their diftrels, 
a dearth of provifions foon prevailed in the camp ; the roads being fo deep that 
thirty horfes were fcarcely fufficient to draw a ton of wine. The king, there- 
fore, was reduced to the neceffity of railing the fiege, and of abandoning his 
tents, and fetting fire to his baggage, to prevent it from falling into the hands 
pf the enemy. Enraged at having inconfiderately embarked in this cnterprife, 
againft the advice of his council, hefwore, that, if he lived till the.enfuing fun>? 



* Qjdon, des Rcis de France, t. i. p. 583* t Spici I • t. in. p* 707 
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mer, he would not grant a peace to the Flemings, until he had reduced them to 
unconditional fubmiffion ; but Robert de Bethune, count of Flanders, was in- 
volved in the fame diftrefs with the king ; his troops were expofed to the fame 
inconvenience as the French, and the ravages of famine excited them to mur- 
mur, and urged them to fubmit. Unable to quiet their difcontents, by remov- 
ing the difficulties that gave rife to them, the count was compelled to have re- 
courfe to the clemency of Lewis. Having attended a parliament which that 
prince had afiembled at Pontoife, he there fued for mercy, and, by promifingto 



fubmit to inch terms as the king fhould impofe, obtained it. But, no foonei 
had he reftored plenty to his dominions, by the affiftance of the French, than he 
broke through his engagements, and again hoifted the ftandard of revolt. 

On his return from this unfortunate expedition, Lewis received a variety of 
complaints from all parts of the kingdom, againft his officers, who took every 
opportunity of opprelfingthe people*. He lent commiffioners into the provinces 
to inveftigate the nature of the abufes complained of, and to inflift an exem- 
plary punifhment on thole who had committed them. But two only of the 
pooreft were hanged — Jeannot le Portier, and Renaut le Groliier ; thofe who 

were mo ft guilty had the beft means of bribing their judges, and therefore efc^ 
ped the fe verity of the law. 

While the king was thus employed in repreffing the diforders which prevailed 
in his dominions, and revolving new preparations for his projected attack upon 
Flanders, he was feized with a diforder that put an end to his life. It is affir- 
med, by fomet, that, having heated himfelf extremely in playing at tenis, at the 
wood of Vmcennes, he retired to a grotto, the cold air of which, by chilling his 
blood, proved fatal to him. Others pretend that he was poifoned ; but, as they nei- 
ther mention the author of the crime, nor affign any motive for it, their teftimony 
mu ft be rejected. Lewis was of a liberal and generous dilpolition, but wanted 
prudence and firmnefs , his concern for the welfare of his fubjefts was evinced 
by the repeal of thofe oppreffive taxes, which had been impofed during the pre-r. 
ceding reign ; his intentions, indeed, were generally good, but he had not al- 
ways fufficient refolution to put them in execution. Had his life been length-? 
ened, he might probably, have corrected his errors, and proved a good king. 
He only reigned a year and a half, and was interred, with regal pomp, at Saint 
Denis. In his will, he ordered all his debts to be paid, mid all the polfe/Hons he 
hadufurped to be reftored. He alio bequeathed a fufficient fum for the main- 
tenance of a hundred fcholars during ten years j four thoufand livres as a mar-? 
riage portion for young ladies who had no fortunes ; fifty thoufand for thereco-? 

the children of Marigny, as fome 



very of the Holy Land ; and ten thoufand to 1 

conjolation for the misfortune they had fuftained 



* Chron. MSS. de Godefroi de Paris. i Id, ib, 
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Three regulations adopted during the reign of Lewis, evince his attention to 
the public weal. Firft, he. ifflied an edidl* for enforcing a conftitution of the 
emperor Frederic, by which, among other prohibitions, it was forbidden, under 
any pretext whatever, to interrupt the farmers in their work, to leize their 
goods, their perfons, their implements of hufbandry, or their oxen. Secondly, 
he ifflied the moft pofitive orders, for enfuring the liberties of the church, the 
prerogatives of the nobility, and the happinefs of the people. Thirdly, he enac- 
ted feveral laws for remedying the abufes which prevailed with regard to the 
coin, which proved of great detriment to the kingdom. He would fain have 
abolifhed the privilege enjoyed by feveral nobles and prelates to coin money, 
but the oppofition was fo violent, that he was compelled to give up his inten- 
tions, and to content himfelf with prefcribing the form and impreflion of each 
coin. 




NTERREGNU M. 



Navarre 



] LEWIS the Tenth left no male child. By his firft wife, 
iad only one daughter, named Jane, who was afterwards queen 



oufnefs of her mother, acknowledged her for his childt. His fecond wife Cle- 



mence 



bring 'forth" a prince or a princefs, the throne was left vacant, and the regency 
deftined for the count of Poitiers* That prince, who was at Lyons haftening 
the ele&ion of a pope, repaired to Paris with the utmoft expedition, in order 
to take upon him the adminiftration of affairs. But, before he fet out, he fhut 



them 



On his 



arrival in the capital, he convened an affembly of the ftates ; : a precaution 
which he deemed neceflary; for though, by the cuftom of the realm, the 
crown was limited to the male heirs, yet, as, from the time of Hugh Capet, 110 
inftance had occurred in which it was neceflary to proceed to a formal exclufioii 
of the females, the friends and relations of the young princefs might polfibly, 
he thought, form intrigues in her favour, and perhaps feduce the people to 
follow the example of the great fiefs, moft of which devolved to the females, 

2 Orcton, des Rois, t, i, p. 610, 6*2» t God, de Paris, MSS. du Roi, N. 680 
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To obviate thefe difficulties, and the machinations of his fecret enemies, he 
wifhed to have his right to the regency confirmed by law. The twelve peers 
accordingly waited on him at the palace, and, holding a parliament, decreed, 
that, if the queen fhould bring forth a fon, Philip fhould enjoy the regency, 
and the guardianGiip of the young prince, till he Ihould have attained the age 
of eighteen ; or, according to fome, four-and-twenty ; that he fhould have 
the difpofal of the national revenue ; be prefident of all the councils ; have 
the right of making peace or war ; that, far from diminilhing the queen's dow- 
er, which had been fixed at twenty thoufand livres, he fhould add four thou- 
sand to it, to be taken out of the exchequer of Rouen ; and, laftly, that, if 
Clemence fhould have a girl, he fhould be declared king. It was farther de- 
creed, that he fhould have a particular feal, on which this infcription fhould be 
engraved : — " Philip fon to the king of the French, governing the kingdoms of 
u France and Navarre*." All the barons then fwore fealty to him, acknow- 
ledged him for Guardian of the State , and did homage to him as fuch. 

The utmoft exertions of the regent to maintain the tranquillity of the kingdom 
proved inadequate to prevent the renewal of a difpute, which had been former- 
ly decided by the king his fatherf, and which was not finally- fettled till long 
after the prefent period. The author of thefe difturbances may be regarded 

as the principal inftigator of the war which afterwards broke out between 
France and England, and raged with unexampled violence, for a hundred and 
' twenty years. The importance of this point of hiftory renders it necefTary to 
trace it to its fource. The county of Artois had pafTed into the royal family of 
France, by the marriage of Philip Auguftus with Ifabella of Hainault, who 
received it as a dowry from her uncle Philip, count of Flanders. Lewis the 
Eighth, fon to Ifabella, enjoyed it as an hereditary eftate. On his acceflion to 
the throne he annexed it to the crown ; and he afterwards affigned it as a dowry 
to his queen Blanche. At length it was given by Saint Lewis, as an appanage, 
to his brother Robert, who was killed at MafToura. Robert the Second, heir 
to that prince, had two children by Amicia de Courtenai — Philip who mar- 
ried Blanche of Brittany; and Maude or Matilda, wife to Otho the Fourth, 
count of Burgundy. Philip died, four years before his father, of the wounds 

he had received at the battle of Furnes, leaving one fon, Robert the Third, 

and four daughters, Margaret, Jane, Mary and Ifabella. His fifler Maude, 
authorifed by the cuftom of the country, claimed, on the death of her father, 
the greateft part of the fucceflion, as being his nearefl heir. Philip the Fair 
acknowledged the validity of her claim, and put her in poffeffion of the county 
of Artois, with a refervation, however, in favour of any rights to which her 
nephew and nieces, the children of Robert the Second, might pretend. Ro- 
bert the Third when he came of age, preferred his claim, and demanded the re- 

* Spicil, u ill p. 7 It + Ibid. Mem. de TAcad. des B, L. torn. viii. p. 670. torn, x. p. 572, 
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ftitntion of the county. After much altercation, both parties confented to leave 
their refpe&ive pretentions to the arbitration of Philip the Fair ; and engaged 
to pay a fine of one hundred thoufand livres in cafe they refufed to abide by 
his decifion. The fentence was again favourable to Maude, but the king de- 
creed, that fhe fliould pay her nephew, as well for his own claims, as for 
thofe of his fitters, and of his mother, Blanche of Brittany, a penfion of four 
thoufand livres, chargeable on the lands of Charny,. Chateau-Regnard, and 
other eftates then fpecified ; that fhe fliould, moreover, pay Robert, for his 
own ufe, an annuity of one thoufand livres, alfo chargeable on eftates ; and the 
net funi of twenty thoufand livres, payable in four j^ears. Robert confirmed 
this decifion • and, during the reigns of Philip the Fair, and his fon Lewis Ru- 
tin, it does not appear that he made any attempt to difturb the countefs Maude 
in the pofTeflion of Artois ; but the period of an interregnum appeared to him 
favourable for the execution of his defigns* 

The nobility of Artois and the Cambrefis, as well as thofe on the frontiers 
of Picardy and Champagne, difcontented with the government of Maude, who 
was wholly fwayed by the advice of Thierri d'Inechon, or de HerifTon, then 
provoft of Aire, but afterward bifhop of Arras, had entered into a confederacy 
for remedying the abufes introduced into the adminiftration of juftice, and the 
collection of the revenue. Lewis Hutin, aware of the confequences of thefe 
commotions, endeavoured to quell them, by ordering the countefs to enforce 
the obfervance of thofe laws and cuftoms which had prevailed in Artois, in the 
time of Saint Lewis. This regulation reftored tranquillity ; but Maude was 
not pun&ual in enforcing it ; and the death of her fon, together with that of 
the king, once more induced the infurgents to have recourfe to arms. Robert 
of Artois, eagerly embraced the opportunity of again advancing his own claims, 
and, placing himfelf at the head of the confpirators, proceeded to make him- 
dfelf mafter of the county. Hedin, Avennes, and Arras opened their gates to 
receive him: and Saint Omer, after fome refiftance, was compelled to furren- 
der. The regent, enraged at this daring attack on the royal authority, fun> 
moned the prince to appear in his court, to anfwer for his con dud: j and, as Ro- 
bert refufed to obey the citation,, he refolved to march againft him. 

With this view Philip affembled his troops, and, in the beginning of Novem- 
ber, advanced towards Artois ; but, when he had proceeded as far as Amiens, 
the infurgents, being intimidated at the magnitude of his force, haftened to 
meet him with offers of fubmiflion. The regent confented to pardon them, on 
condition that they fhould reftore all that they had taken from the countefs, and 
make proper conceflions for their mifconduft.. "With regard to the fucceffion, 
it was fettled, that the pretenfions of Robert fliould be fubmitted to arbitration ; 
that if the appointed umpires could not agree in their decifion, the matter fhould 
then be referred to the peers and principal nobles of the realm, who were the 

proper and natural judges of fuch an affair j that, in the mean time, every 
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thing fliould be put on the fame footing as on the. death of Robert's grandfather ; 

that the county fliould be fequeftered in the hands of the counts of Valois and 
Evreux, who fliould receive the revenue ; and laftly , that Robert himfelf fliould 
be kept prifoner till the bufinefs was formally fettled. The regent then retur- 
ned to Paris, where the count fur rendered himfelf, and was detained in prifon 
near two years. 

This difpute being deemed an objeft of importance, it was refolved to invef- 
tigate the pretentions of the different claimants with the utmoft care and impar- 
tiality. Every neceflary formality was obferved, and every delay, required 
by either party, accorded j and, after the moffc folemn deliberation, a fentence 
was pronounced (in the month of May, 1318,) by which it was determined — ' 
that the county of Artois, with all its dependencies, fliould remain in pofleffion 
of Maude, her heirs and fucceflbrs for ever ; that flic fliould confign to oblivion 
the paft mifconduft of her nephew ; that, in future, a good correfpondence 
fliould fubfift between them, both parties engaging to refer any difference that 
might occur to the decifion of the king ; and that Robert, for the better enfu- 
rance of tranquillity, fliould promife to get his prefent engagements ratified by 
his uncle, the count of Richemont, and his brother-in-law, the count of Na- 
mur. Both parties exprefTed their fubmiflion to this Sentence, and bound them- 
felves, by a folemn oath, to abide by it. Robert immediately figned letters of 
ratification, which were confirmed, not only by the counts of Richemont and 
Namur, but alfo by the princes of the blood — Charles of France, count of La 
Marche ; Charles, count of Valois ; Lewis, count of Evreux ; Lewis, count of 
Clermont 5 Philip of Valois, count of Mans ; and his brother Charles ; all of 
whom bound themfelves to fee this decifion duly enforced, and even to take up 
arms againft fuch as fliould prefume to attack it. Thus was finifhed, for the 
fecond time, the famous conteft for the county of Artois. To confole Robert 
for his difappointment, the princefs Jane, youngefl daughter to the count of 
Valois was given him in marriage ; he had already received from Philip the 
Fair the county of Beaumont-le-Roger, on which the privilege of beftowing the 
dignity of a peer was afterwards conferred ; but nothing could make him for- 
get a fucceflion to which his ambition led him to afpire, in violation of the law 
of the country. Under the reign of Philip of Valois, this difpute was revived^ 
and was attended with the xnoft ferious confequences to the kingdom** 



\ 




JOHN THE FIRST. 



A. D. 1 316.] On the return of Philip from his expedition to Artois, Clemence 
gave birth to a prince who was named John. But the grief flie had experien- 
ced on the death of her hufband gave rife to a diforder which proved fatal to the 
infant monarch, who lived but five days*. He was conveyed from the Louvre, 
where he was born, to the abbey of St. Denis, where he was interred at the feet 
of his father. The princes of the blood attended the funeral proceflion of John, 
who had been formally proclaimed king of France and Navarre ; a title by 
which he is diftinguiflied in all the ancient records, which are ftill extant in the 

treajury of the charters. The regent now became heir to the throne ; and, for 

the firft time fince the acceffion of Hugh Capet, the crown pafledfrom the dircft 
line of fucceffion. 




PHILIP THE FIFTH, 



SURNAMED THE LONG. 



A. D. 1 316.] ALTHOUGH Philip was the undoubted heir to the throne, 
he neverthelefs met with fome obftacles to his acceffion. Eudes the Fourth, 
duke of Burgundy, and his mother, Agnes of France, daughter to Saint Lewis, 
infifted, that, before Philip was proclaimed king, the pretentions of Jane, daugh- 
ter to Lewis Hutin, (hould undergo an examination ; and they were openly fe- 
conded, in this propofal, by feveral of the nobility, and fecretly, it is pretended, 
by the count of Valois*. Even the count of La Marche, brother to the new 
monarch, withdrew from Rheims the very morning appointed for the corona? 

* Spicil. U iii. p. 72* t Id. ib. 
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tion. That the princes of the blood, who were interefted in rejecting the de- 
mands of the confederates, fmce it eventually affefted their own right to the 
fucceflion, fhould, by their conduft, give encouragement to their fchemes, is a 
matter of aftonifhment — their perfonal enmity to the regent muft have overcome 
their concern for their own intereft ; though we are not told, by contemporary 
writers, whence that enmity arofe. 

- A. D. 1317O Thus a ferious oppofition arofe on all fides ; and the peers, 
particularly the bifhops, received a formal notice not to proceed with the coro- 
nation*, till the pretended rights of the princefs Jane had been duly difcuffed. 
This notice, however, was difregarded ; and, on the Sunday after the Epipha- 
ny, Philip and his queen were crowned at Rheims by Robert de Courtenay, 
archbifhop of that diocefe, in the prefence of Charles, count of Valois, and 
Lewis, count of Evreux. But the apprehenfions excited by the retreat of the 
count of la Marche, and the proteft of the court of Burgundy, induced the king 
to order the doors of the church to be kept fhut during the ceremony, and the 
guard to be doubled . 

Nofooner had the young monarch, who had juft entered his twenty-fourth 
year, returned to Paris, than he convened an affembly of the prelates, nobles, 
and citizens of the capital, who all fwore to yield him obedience as their law- 
ful fovereign, and, after him, to obey his fon, Lewis, who died, in a few days, 
at the age of feven months. At this alfembly an exprefs law was made, for ex- 
cluding females from the thronet. It was, indeed, only declaratory of that 
which had been in force from the commencement of the monarchy, though no 
occafion for calling it into a&ionhad ever occured ; fince all the fovereigns from 
Hugh Capet to the prefent time, that is, for the fpace of three hundred and thir- 
ty years, had fucceeded to throne, from father to fon. 

Philip's next care was, to quell the difcontents which prevailed in different 
parts of the kingdom, by the alternate exertion of force and addrefs. While 
his armies were calculated to operate on the fears of the infurgents, his offers 
were fuccefsfully applied to the paifions of their leaders. It had been already 
agreed, by a treaty concluded the preceding year, between the regent and the 
houfe of Burgundy, that, if the queen fhould give birth to a daughter, that 
princefs, and Jane, the late king's daughter by his firfi: wife, or the furvivor, 
in cafe either fhould die, fhould enjoy the kingdom of Navarre, with the coun-* 
ties of Champagne and Brie, of which Philip fhould have the government, 
until they had attained to years of maturity ; that, on their marriage, they fhould 
formally refign all their pretenfions to the reft of the kingdom of France, ^or r 
if they rather chofe to adhere to thofe pretenfions, the ceflion of Navarre 7 
Champagne, and Brie, fhould be null ; that Jane fhould be entrufted to the 

* Spicil. t. Hi. p. 72. f Tunc etiam declaratum fuit, quod ad coronaro regni Francis mulier non 

fuccedit j Contin' Chron. Guffl. de Nangis ; Spicil, torn, iii. p. 72, 
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care of her grandmother, Agnes, duchefs of Burgundy, but that (lie fhould 
not marry without the confent of the king, and the princes of the blood ; but 
that, if the queen fhould give birth to a fon, this agreement was to be void*. 
It was made in the prefence, with the confent and advice, of the princes 
of the blood, and the principal nobles of France, who fwore to obferve it. 

Philip, however, when he came to the throne, was unwilling to execute this 
treaty. Belleforet afcribes his refufal to the licentioufnefs of Jane's mother, 
which rendered her daughter's legitimacy doubtful ; but the fuppoiilion is ab- 
furd, fince by tlie preceding convention, he had formally acknowledged her to 
be the lawful child of king Lewis. The duke of Burgundy warmly efpouied 
the intereft of his niece, and entered into a league with the nobles of Cham- 
pagne, for thepurpole of compelling Philip to fulfil his engagements ; but, when 
hostilities were on the point of commencing, the evils with which the kingdom 
was threatened were fortunately averted by the conclufiori of a treaty between 
the contending parties. The duke, in the name of the princefs, gave up all 
pretenfions to the kingdoms of France and Navarre, as well as to the counties 
of Champagne and Brie, which laft, however, were to revert to her in cafe 
Philip fhould die without male heirs. The king, on his part, agreed to give 
her a penfion of fifteen thoufand livres, chargeable on the county of Angouleme ; 
and the fum of fifty thoufand, to be laid out in the pur chafe of an eftate. In 
cafe Champagne and Brie fhould revert to the princefs, fhe engaged to reftorc 
to the crown all the money fhe fhould have received by way of recompence for 
£he renunciation of her rights : but thofe two counties were to remain in the 
hands of the reigning prince till fhe fhould attain her thirteenth year ; nor was 
fhe to be put in full pofTeflion of them, till, in concert with her hufband, flic 
fhould have ratified the prefent treaty, of which the duke of Burgundy became 
the guarantee. If the princefs fhould die without children, they were to return 
to the crown, the penfion was to ceafe, and the lands purchafed to be reftored, 
Jane was then affianced to Philip, the eldefl fon of the count of Evreux; and 
it was refolved, in order to prevent any impediment to the projected alliance, 
that the marriage fhould be immediately celebrated, by words ( tc par paroles") 
if a difpenfation could not be obtained, which the tender age of the princefs 
rendered requifite, fhe being only in her feventh year ; and, laftly, that, as foon 
as the ceremony was over, Jane fhould be entrufted to the care of queen Mary, 
widow tp Philip the Hardy, and grandmother to the bridegroom* The treaty 
was fully executed, and, from this marriage, fprang Charles, furnamed the Bad. 

The infurgents were highly difcontented with the duke of Burgundy, who, 
they afTerted, had facrificed the intereft of his ward, to fome private fchemes 
pf ambition. In fad this foon appeared to be the cafe, for Eudes, fhortly after, 

* Tref. jes Ch. Nav. layette iii. piece 7 ; Du Puy, Tn de la maifon des Rois, p. 149 5 Leibnitz in Co^ 
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married the eldeft daughter of Philip, by which alliance he acquired the county 
of Burgundy in addition to the duchy, which territory belonged to his wife's 
mother. Philip had always recourfe to the fame means of quelling a revolt, and 
he always found it fuccefsfuL 

Ifabella, his third daughter, had been affianced to Alfonfo the Eleventh, king 
of Caftile ; but, from political motives, he now judged it prudent to break that 
engagement ; and to promife the hand of the princefs to Guigne the Twelfth, 
dauphin of Viennois and count of Albon. It is faid* that the lord of Saflenage. 
one of the dauphin's valfals, being fent to demand his bride, one of the king's 

. ^ u That fb beautiful a lady was not made for 

u fuch a great hog as the dauphin!" The ambalTador, enraged at the infulfc 
offered to his mafter, drew his fword, and killed the maitre d'hotel on the 
fpot ; he then took refuge with Amadeus of Savoy, who was, at that time, at 
the court of France ; and the count concealed him till he had found means to 
appeafe the king, and obtain his pardon. This fervicfe did not pafs unrewarded ; 
for Amadeus, at a fiibfequent period, having been taken prifoner in an aftion 
with the dauphin, the Savoyards haftened to his refcue, when SalTenage, who 
might eafily have repulfed them, not only forbore to oppofe them, but even 
carried his generofity fo far, as to make way through his own men, to facilitate 
the count's efcape. 

Margaret, the king's fecond daughter, was promifed to Lewis of Crecy, 
fon to Lewis, count of Nevers, and grandfon to Robert, count of Flanders. 
This young prince had fought an alliance with the houfe of Evreux, but the 
count of Valois interfered, and propofe&to him his own daughter, who was 
accordingly accepted. The day was fixed for the celebration of the nuptials, 
when the king, under pretence of removing every ground of jealoufy between 
the counts of Evreux and Valois, fupplanted them both, by giving the princefs 
Margaret to Lewis. But, previous to the ceremony, it was deemed necefTary 
to fetele the difturbances which ftill prevailed in Flanders ; where the inhabi- 
tants, accuftomed to regard the French as their enemies, had almofl forgotten 
that they were in any wife dependent on the king. Philip, at the commence* 
ment of his regency, had projected a treaty, by which the count of Flanders 
was to have been re-eftablifhed in his peerage, and the people reftored to their 
privileges ; but the conditions on which thefe indulgences were to be granted 
appeared too hard to a nation averfe'from every kind of reftraint. The trea- 
ty, therefore, being rejected by Robert, a frefh army was fent to reduce the 
Flemings, and, after their country had been laid wafte by the troops, they ob- 
tained from Philip a truce, after which the negociations for a peace were renew* 
ed, but without fuccefs. 
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A. D. 1 318, 1319, 1320.] It was agreed to leave the matter to be decided 
by the pope, but the Flemings entertained a proper miftruft of a pontiff, who 
befides being born a Frenchman, had particular reafons for wifhing to pleale 
the king. In vain did he employ both folicitations and menaces to make them 
fubmit to his arbitration j both were alike refilled for a confiderable time ; at 
length, however, the count of Flanders, finding his fubje&s fo ftrongly inclined 
to pacific meafures, that they refufed to follow him, when, by an attack on 
the territory of Lille he committed an infraction of the truce, repaired to Paris, 
attended by his eldeft fon, and by deputies from the principal towns in Flan- 
ders . 

When every thing was apparently fettled, and nothing remained but to fign 
the treaty, the count protelted that he would never confent to make peace, 
unlefs the towns of Orchies, Lille, and Douay were reltored to him. With 
this demand Philip peremtorily refilled to comply, and exafted an oath from 
the princes of the blood, and fuch of the barons as were prefent at the time, 
that they would never confent to the ceilion of thofe places. Robert efcaped 
from Paris during the night, with a full refolution to renew the war, bat the 
deputies fent after him, and pofitively declared, that they would not leave 
France till an accommodation had been fettled on a fblid bafis. He was 
therefore compelled to return and give his confent to the terms propofed. 

It was ftipulated that Orchies, Lille, and Douay, fliould remain in the king's 
poffeflion; that the Flemings fliould pay him a confiderable fum of money; 
according to fome, ninety thoufand livres ; according to others, two hundred 
thoufand ; that they fliould bind themfelves, by oath, to take up arms againft 
their prince, in cafe he violated any of the articles of the prefent treaty ; and 
that Lewis, fon to the count of Nevers, fliould marry Margaret of France, on 
condition that he fliould fucceed to the county of Flanders, even fliould his fa- 
ther die^before his grandfather. Thus finiflied a deftruftive war, which had 
lafted five-and-twenty years ; the Flemings were ferious in their profeifions of 



moderation 



hatred. 

While thefe tranfa&ions were pafling in France, Italy was the theatre of a 
cruel and fanguinary war. The two powerful factions of the Guelfs and the 
Ghibelines, had arifen in Germany during the contefts of pope Gregory the 
Eighth, with the emperor Henry the Fourth ; and, for fucceflive centuries, 
they divided and diftrafted the different ftates of Italy. The Guelfs fuppor- 
ted the pretenfions of the pope, the Ghibelines the rights of the emperor. 
The fchifm which now prevailed in Germany renewed their animofity— the 
.former efpoufed the caufe of Frederic of Auftria, while the latter declared 
for Lewis of Bavaria, whom the fovereign pontiff refufed to acknowledge* 
The pope's pretext for his refufal was, that Lewis had prefumed to exercife 
the fovereign authority, without his confent, who alone, he pretended, had 
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the right of confirming or annulling his eleftion. But the moft formidable par- 
tifans that appeared on either fide, were the Vifcomti. MafFeo, head of this 
family, had three fons, all deeply verfed in the art of war. Milan, Pavia, Pi- 
acenza, Novara, Vercelli, Alexandria, and feveral other places in Lombardy, 
owned his fway. The emperor, too weak to humble, feigned to protett him, 
and left him the title of his lieutenant. Proud of this diftinttion, which placed 
him at the head of the Ghibelines, he laid fiege to Genor ; and, to an order 
which he received from the pope to abandon his enterprife, he replied, cc That 
u that city was not within the dominions of the church, but of the empire, and 
cc that the pontiff, therefore, had no right to interfere." Such a declaration 
was fufficient to induce the inquifition to pronounce him a heretic. He was, 
accordingly, condemned as a wretch* who had abufed, flricken, and poifoned 
the pope's nuncios ; pillaged the churches ; firft whipped, and then expelled 
feveral bifhops and abbots ; burned the hofpitals and temples confecrated to 
God ; difturbed the ecclefiaflics, at their fynods, councils, or chapters ; de- 
bauched feveral young virgins ; feduced the married women ; ravifhed the 
nuns, and — what was ftill worfe — compelled the clergy to celebrate divine fer- 
vice, notwithstanding the interdifts pronounced by the holy fee ! He was alfo 
accufed of denying the refurreftion, or at leaft of calling it in queftion ; and, 
as a proof of this affertion, it was affirmed, that his grandfather, grandmother, 

and fifter had been burned as heretics. They next had recourle to excommu- 
nications, the frequent life of which, in thofe times of fuperftition, had ren- 
dered them almoft ineffectual ; a crufade, therefore, was determined on, to 
reduce this rebellious fon of the church, and the fame indulgences were gran- 
ted to thofe who would engage in it, as had formerly been accorded to the 
crufaders in Paleftine. 

At the fame time a difpute arofe, ridiculous in its naturet, and only worthy 
of hiflorical notice from the importance attached to it by a fpirit of party. 
The cordeliers, by the rules of their order, were compelled to renounce, by a 
folemn vow, all kind of property whatever, referving to themfelves only the 
fimple ufe of the things of this world. The full extent of this engagement 
was not at firft properly underftood, or at leaft, if underftood, was not atten- 
ded to ; and, although no diftinftion was made between a property in the arti- 
cles they confumed, and the ufe they made of thofe articles, the brethren of 
the order were fuffered to take their foup in peace, and without experiencing 
any qualms of conference. Thus things went on in their ufual train, fome ea- 
ting their bread as proprietors, others as fimple ufufru&uaries, exercifing the 
rights of the church of Rome, in which the property was exclufively vefted, 
3 ut certain cafuifts having taken it into their heads to lay it down as a maxim, 

f Spicil. t. ill. p. 73, f Ibid. p. 74 ; Hift. des Ouvrag. des Scav, An. 1700. p. 72, 73 ; kcttrea 

fur le Pech. Imagin. p. 22 and fuiv# 

A a a 3 3 

\ 



$$6 HISTORY OF FRANCE. ' [ I 320. 

that this mode of life approached the neareft to perfection, was the molt con- 
formable to the rules prefcribed by the gofpel, was the very life, in fliort 3 
which Jefus and his apoftles had taught and pra&ifed ; — the other religious orders 
thought themfelves infulted ; both fides grew warm in the difpute ; and, in a 
fhort time, it became a queftion in which the confcience and future falvation cf 
difputants appeared to be deeply affedled. The enemies to the new dogma rea- 
foned thus — It is evident that the cordeliers have a right to eat, but they can- 
not eat lawfully, without having a property in their food, a property which is 
infeparable from the confumption of it ; thus each morfel which they eat is an 
infraction of the rules of their order, a violation of their vow, consequently a 
perjury and v a mortal fin ; every cordelier therefore is evidently out of the 
path of falvation, and a public (inner. It is, in faft, impolfible to live without 

eating and drinking ; if then it be notorious that a cordelier lives, it is equally 
fo that he eats and drinks, confequently, that he habitually violates the confti- 
t ut ions of his order, and that he is habitually guilty of perjury and facrilcge; 
they carried this curious mode of reafoning ftill farther — to lay that a life pol- 
luted by mortal fins was the fame kind of life which Chrift and his apoltles led, 

was, they affirmed, a horrible blalphemy ; the cordeliers, therefore, who 

maintained that the life they led was the life which Chrift had led, were impi- 
ous blasphemers. Befides, it was mentioned in the fcriptures, they obfervcd, 
that our Saviour had fome money for the fubfiftence of his apoftles : it was 
then an eftabliflied article of faith that he was a proprietor: the cordeliers, 
therefore,- who deemed that to be the cafe, were heretics' 

Nothing could be more frivolous or abfurd than this difpute ; it was never- 
thelefs productive of .ferious confequences, by the difturbance and fchifms 
which it occafioned in the church. John the Twenty-fecond (who then filled 
the papal chair) difliked the cordeliers ; he did not thank them for their gift 
of a property whence he derived no emolument, and which neither added to 
the wealth of the holy fee, nor increafed the poverty of the monks ; he there- 
fore ifiued bulls, in order to render them, in fpite of themfelves and their 
rules, proprietors of the food they confumedt. Thefe bulls were publifhed 
in all the fchools ; it was forbidden, under pain of being deemed a heretic, to 
maintain a contrary doftrine ; and the pontiff burnt, without mercy, all the 
refractory Francifcans who fell into his hands. The perfecuted monks applied 
to the emperor, who, being already at variance with the pope, did not hefi- 
tate to afford them protection, and ftrenuoufly oppofecl the fevere cenfure which 
had been ifiued againft them. But, according to the cuftom of thefe times, 
not content with defending the friars, he wifhed to prove their adverfaries he- 
retics ; and pretended, " that the holy father could not, without a breach of 
* c the catholic and chriftian faith, fubvert a rule fo facred as that of the corde- 
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" liers ; a rule founded on the gofpel, and authorifed by the example of Chrift 
" andhisapoflles." The Ghibelines, too, flillmore from their hatred to the pope, 
than from their attachment to the emperor, declared in favour of the monks, and 
made incurfions on the lands which had been given to the church by the coun- 
tefs Matilda — a fatal prefent, which had become an eternal fubject of difpute, 
The pope, however, continued to fulminate his excommunications — arms, 
the impotency whereof was beft proved by the fuccefs of his enemies. He ap-, 
pliedtothe French, formed a treaty with the count of Mons, who afterwards 
fucceeded to the throne, under the title of Phillip of Valois, and appointed 
him lieutenant-general of the holy church, for defending it againft the Vi£ 
comti, the molt powerful of all the Ghibelines. The young prince accepted 
this dignity with joy, and fetout for Italy, accompanied by feveral gentlemen, 
at the head of whom was his youngeft brother Charles. He marched ftrait ta 
Vercelli, where he was received amidft the acclamations of the Guelfs, who, 
being matters of one part of the town, were engaged in continual Ikirmifhes 

with the Ghibelines, who had taken pofTeflion of the other. Thefe laft, not 
being fufficiently itrong to keep the field, fliut themfelves up within their 
walls, and prepared for a vigorous defence; but Philip, who had only fifteen 
hundred horfe, was unable to invert: the place, fo that provifions and other 
fuccours had a free paflage into the town, which, of courfe, impeded the pro- 
grefs of the fiege. A council was called ; and it was refolved, that the prince, 
while he waited for the reinforcements he expefted, fhould place himfelf in an 
advantageous fituation, on the great road, for intercepting all the convoys > 
This expedient fucceeded, and the befieged loon found themfelves fo deftitute 
of every thing that was necelfary for their defence, that they began to think of 
furrendering at difcretion. 

Maffeo, informed of their fituation, fent his fon Galleazzo to their relief, with 
aforce greatly fuperior to that of the French. Philip, apprifed of his arrival, fent 
to afk him, whether he meant to offer him battle. Heanfwered, that it was not 
his intention to attack any prince of France, but merely to defend his territo- 
ries and relieve his friends ; with that view he ftiould ufe his utmoft efforts to 
introduce provifions into the town ; and that, if any attempts were made to op- 
pofe him, he fliould defend himfelf with vigour. As the party was by no means 
equal, Galleazzo having ten times more troops than Philip, it became neceffary 
to negociate. The young prince, whofe impatience to fignalife his valour, had 
prevented him from waiting for the re-inforcements from Gafcony, Provence, 
Naples, Bologna, Vienna, and Florence, demanded a conference with Vi£ 
comti. The Italian, who had been knighted by count Charles of Valois, accepted 
the propofal, and both of them having advanced to fome diftance from their re- 
fpe&ive armies, they had a long converfation together, in which Galleazzo ap- 
pears to have had the advantage. Prayers, compliments, prefents — all were 
employed, and lb opportunely, that Philip, won by his profellions of rcfpetf: and 



558 



HISTORY OF FRANCE; 



1320; 



attachment, abandoned his enterprife, difinifTed his troops, and returned to 
France, without having achieved any thing either to the advantage of the fove- 
reign pontiff, or to his own reputation or glory. 

The tranquillity which the kingdom enjoyed at this period revived the project 
of a crufade. The king, who had bound himfelf by a vow to affume the crois*, 
during the reign of his father, Philip the Hardy, exprefled a great eager nels for 
the expedition. But the pope — with more wifdom than his predeceffors had 
difplayed in flmilar circumftances — endeavoured to moderate his imprudent 
zeal ; he reprefented to him that the time was unfavourable ; that peace, fo ei~ 
fential to the fuccefs of fuch an enterprife, was totally banifhed from the chris- 
tian world ; that all the horrors of difcord were combined to defolate Germa- 
ny* England, Scotland, the two Sicilies, Lombardy, Cyprus, and Armenia ; that 
the order of knights-hofpitallers, from whom the moft effettual affiftance might 
be expetted, were in debt, to the amount of three hundred and fixty thoufand 
florins ; but that if, in fpite of all thefe obftacles, he fhould ftill perfevere in 
his intentions, he ought fir ft to enquire into the expenceof fuch an expedition, 
and the means of providing for it, without attempting impoffibilities, as his pre- 
deceffors had done before him. This letter made fome impreflion on the king, 
though it did not prevent him from continuing his preparations. 

The execution of this plan, however, was retarded by the intervention of an 
occurrence that caufed no little confufion in the kingdom. The fhepherds and 
other inhabitants of the country, abandoning their flocks, affembled, with no 
other arms than a pilgrim's ftaff, and gave out that they were going to Jerufa- 
lem, the relief of the Holy Land being referved for themt. They marched in 
great bodies which daily encreaied, by the junction of all the idlers, vagabonds 
and rogues that met them on the road. They took with them children of fix- 
teen ; even women were led to imitate the example, and were not afhamed to 
leave their hulbands to follow them. They were called pafloureauxX ; their lea- 
ders were two profligate priefts, one of whom had been deprived of his living 
on account of his crimes, and the other was an apoftate monk of the order of 
St. Benedict, At firft, they obferved a ftridfc difcipline, marching in proceflion 
two by two, carrying a crofs before them, paying their devotion at all the prin- 
cipal churches, and begging a fubfiftence in a manner correfponding to the po- 
verty they profefled. The people fupplied them with great plenty of pro vi- 
rions, and the king himfelf, led away by the fanatical fpirit of crufading, encou- 
raged them with more zeal than prudence. But they foon contracted the habits 
of thoie vagabonds who had joined them, and began to commit every fpecies of 
depredation and outrage. Some of them being apprehended by an order from 
the magistrates, the reft haftened to the prifon, burft open the doors, and rcka* 
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fed the captives. When they arrived at the capital, they forced the Chatelet, 
threw the provoft of Paris, who had bppofed their entrance, down flairs, and 
refcued all their companions. From thence they repaired to a meadow near the 
abbey of St. Germain, where they drew up in order of battle, in expectation of 
being attacked ; but, nobody appearing, they marched off quietly, and neither 
the king nor his minifters took any ftep for preventing their infolence, or check- 
ing their rebellious proceedings. 

The Jews, in particular, were the objefts of their perfecution ; left to the 
choice of death or baptifm, they colle&ed their moft valuable effe&s,"and fled 
before this tumultuous rabble. A confiderable number of them having taken 
refuge in the royal caftle of Verdun on the Garonne, in the diocefe of Touloufe, 
were there befieged by the pajloureaux ; they defended themfelves with vigour, 
throwing large beams, ftones, and even their own children at the enemy; the be- 
fiegers, however, difplayed equal refolution, and at length fucceeded in fetting 
fire to the fortrcfs. The Jews, half fufEbcated by the furrounding fmoke, per- 
ceived there was no means of efcape ; and, to avoid falling into the hands of ^n 
enemy, they requefted one of their fellow-citizens, a young man of great ftrength, 
to put them all to death. The wretch accepted the fatal commiffion ; and, af- 
ter he had mafTacred five hundred, he prefented himfelf to the befiegers, with 
a few children whofe lives he had fpared, and demanded baptifm. This requeft 
however was rejeded, and he inftantly met the punifhment that was due to his 
barbarity*. 

From thence the pajloureaux palled into Languedoc, and had advanced near- 
ly as far as Carcaflbnne, when the fenefchal, Aymeri de Cros, publiflied a pro- 
hibition to commit any aft of violence on the Jews who belonged to the king, 
but this order being difregarded, he was compelled to aflemble troops, and 
adopt more vigorous and decifive meafures. A great number of thefe vaga-, 
bonds were apprehended and hanged in different places, particularly at Tou- 
loufe, where they had mafTacred all the Jews in the city ; the reft marched to- 
wards Avignon, but, finding the gates of the town fhut againft them, they were 
obliged to retreat, when many of them were killed ; others were taken and 
executed, and the whole body of them now meeting with a general refiftance, 
Ipeedily difperfed and retired to their refpefrive habitations. 

A. D. 1 321.3 The infidels, informed of this occurrence, imagined that 
the rage for crufading was revived in France! ; and, in order to avert the dan- 
ger with which they conceived themfelves to be threatened, they had recourfe 
to a ftratagem the moft treacherous and bafe. Knowing that the Jews, from 
the perfecution they had continually experienced in France, entertained an im- 
placable hatred againft the nation ; they applied to them to poifon all the wells 
and fprings in the kingdom, which would of courfe effeft the definition of 

* Villaret. torn. viii. p, ioi* & fuiv» + Spicil. torn. iii. p. 78, 79. 
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thoufands, and thereby prevent the king's intended expedition into Paleftine, 
The king of Grenada, urged on by the mahometans of Afia, and excited 
moreover, by his own refentment againft the chriftians, whole viftorious ar- 
mies had laid wafte his dominions, was the principal contriver of this detefta- 
bleplot. The Jews being clofely watched, were afraid to undertake a com- 
million fo pregnant with danger, but they promifed to ufe their utmofh endea- 
vours to prevail on the lepers, who were then very numerous in France, to 
execute the plan- Thefe unfortunate people, whofe malady was contagious, 
bore with impatience the humiliating degradation of being confidered not only 
as outcafts of fociety, but as objects of public execration and horror. They 
were eafily perfuaded that all who fhould drink of the poifoned waters, and es- 
cape with life, would be afflicted with the leprofy ; by which means the difor- 
der would become general, and no longer be regarded as ignominious. This 
flattering hope,, fo natural to man, of feeing others reduced to the fame 
wretched fituation with themfelves : and the farther inducement of a bribe, 
proved two powerful to be refilled ; all the waters in Upper-Guienne were poi- 
foned, and, in a fhort time, the country was almoft depopulated. But they 
did not conduit the matter with fuch fecrecy as to efcape fufpicion ; their mo- 
tions were watched ; and feveral of them being detected, avowed the crime, 

$n.d were burned alive. 

In Poitou, a fimilar attempt was made ; but it was fortunately difcovered 
ere the evil hadfpread, and an adequate remedy was applied. The authors of 
it were apprehended, and, full proof of their guilt being obtained, the king 
publiflied an edift, 
burned alive, and the 



commanding fuch of the lepers as fhould be convicted to be 
:he reft to be imprifoned for life ; and this edift was rigo- 
roufly enforced. As to the Jews, in many places they were burned without any 
difcrimination ; at Chinon, it is faid, a large fire was made in a deep hole dug 

for the purpofe, and one hundred and fixty of them were caft into the flames. 
Several, we are told, jumped into the fire of their own accord, and exhibited 
every fymptom of joy* ; the women, too, followed the example, and devoted 
their children to deftru&ion, through fear that' the chriftians might feizethem, 
and convert them to chriftianity. At Paris, the guilty were punilhed with equal 
fevcrity ; and the innocent were banifhed the kingdom ; the king, however, was 
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debts that were due to them, which he appropriated to his own ufe, together 
with all their efte&s, which were eftimated at one hundred and fifty thoufancl 
Hvres— a»confiderable fum in thofe. times. At Vitry, forty of this wretched 



be 



, determined to anticipate the execution- 
er. For this purpofe they felefted one of the oldeft among them, a man of high 
££RUte and great fanttity; he refufed, however, to undertake the office, unlefs 
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a young man was aflbciated with him. This being immediately done, the two 
executioners proceeded to maflacre their companions ; when they had accom- 
plished their fanguinary taflc, a difpute arofe between them, as to which fliould 
die the firft; at length the young man yielded,' and difpatched the old one. 
Left to himfelf, and alarmed at the profpeft of death, and tying the robes of 



untryme 



window 
and burned 



Though the fanaticifm of Philip had led him to connive, in a great meafure, 
at the diforders committed by the paftoureaux, he generally enforced a due 
obedience to the laws, and adminiftered juftice witk ftri&nefs and impartiality. 
Of this, a {hiking inftance is recorded in hiftory*. A rich citizen was confined 
in the prifon of the Chatelet, on a charge of murder, under the care of Henry 
Capetal, provoft of Paris, The crime was fo notorious, and the proofs were 
fo clear, that the culprit was unanimoufly convifted, and fentenced to die. 
But the provoft, tempted by -the offer of a confiderable fum of money, confen- 

ted to lave his life ; and, ordering a poor prifoner, who was confined on a falfe 
accufation to be hanged in his ftead, iuffered the rich criminal to efcape. This 
iniquitous tranfa&ion being communicated to the king, he appointed commifTa- 
ries to try the magiftrate, ahd the fatt being afcertained, very properly ordered 
him to be fufpended on the fame gibbet. 

A. D. 1322.] The king was employed, during the greater part of his reign, 
in the adoption of falutary regulations, as well for checking abufes in the admi- 
niftration of juftice, as for facilitating the internal traffic of the kingdom, by 
eftablifhing an uniformity of coin, weights, and meafures. But this laft defign, 
laudable as it was, had nearly excited a revolt! . A report was indifftribufly 
propagated, that, in order to indemnify thole who enjoyed the privilege of coin- 
ing, he hadrefolved to impofe a tax upon all his fubjefts, amounting to one- 
fifth of their property. Aflbciations were immediately formed in various parts 
of the kingdom : and the nobility and clergy joined the people in their efforts 
to refift an impoft, both onerous and unprecedented. Philip, therefore, was 
obliged to give up the fcheme ; but, fuck was the mifery occasioned by the de- 
bafement of the coin, that he refolved, at all events, to deprive the barons and 
prelates of that dangerous privilege. This meafure he enforced with equal fpi- 
rit and fuccefs, in Chartres, \Anjou, Clermont, and the Bourbonnois, and there 
is little doubt but he would finally have accomplifhed the total abolition of pri- 
vate mints, had he not been feized with a violent fever, accompanied by a dy- 
fentery, which put an end to his life. He expired at Long-Champ, on the third 
of January, 1322, in the twenty-eighth year of his age, and the fixth of his 
reign. His body was conveyed to Saint-Denis ; his heart, to the convent of the 

cordeliers, at Paris ; and his entrails to the Jacobins. " Thofe good fathers," 

■ 
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fays Mezeray*, u had, from the time of Saint Lewis, claimed a right of having 
" a part of the entrails of their fovereigns — lefs for the honour of the circum- 
cc fiance, than for the emoluments with which it was generally accompanied," 

Philip was a juft and virtuous prince, whofe only fault appears to have been 
an exorbitant love of money, which fometimes led him to the adoption of mea- 
fures, that were inconfiftent with the general tenour of his conduct. He \va& 
pious and devout ; ever faithful to his word ; vigilant, active, and refolute in 
all his undertakings ; but in manners mild, and poffeffed of a capacious and 
cultivated mind. Attached to the ftudy of the belles-lettres, he patronifed all 
who had the fame propenfity. Million, and Bernard Marquis, two celebrated 
poets, the firft of Poitou, the laft of Provence, were, in confideration of their 
talents, honoured with his friendfhip, and rewarded with places in his houfhold, 

Philip had, by his queen Jane, heirefs of Burgundy, one fon, named Lewis, 
who died in his infancy ; and four daughters — Jane, married to Eudes the 
Fourth, duke of Burgundy ; Margaret, wife to Lewis, count of Flanders ; Ifa- 
bella, who was firft married to Guigue, dauphin of Viennois, and afterwards 
to John, baron of Faucongney, in Franche-Comte ; and Blanche, who took the 
veil in the monaftery of Long-Champ* 

It was under this reign that the conftitutions of pope Clement the Fifth, vul- 
garly called Clementines , were publifhed ; that Thouloufe became a metropolis;, 
and that the biflioprics of Montauban, Saint Papojil, Rieux, Lombez, Lavaur, 
Mirepoix, Alet,.. Saint-Pons, Caftres, Condom, Sarlet, Tulle, Saint Flour, Va- 
bres,"Lucon, and Maillezais, were erected ; the laft was afterwards transferred 

to Rochelle. 

It was cuftomary, at this period, to admit children of eight years to take the 
' veilt; but they neither made the ufual vows, nor received the folemn benedic- 
tion \ if they afterwards left the convent, and married, which they were at li- 
berty to do, they were obliged to obtain letters of legiti?nation for their chil- 
dren, in order to render them capable of inheriting ; whence it would appear, 
that, without fuch letters, they would ' have been deemed baftards. "The 
" cafe was very different" — fays the prefident Henault — " two hundred years 
<c before, when Hugh, abbot of Cluni, fupported by the authority of the 
church, forbade the reception of any girl under twenty, at the abbey of 
ic Marcigny, which he had founded/' 

In thefe times, nuns were required to learn Latin, which had ceafed to be the vul- 
gar tongue ; this cuflom was obferved till the latter end of the fourteenth century, 
Philip, by a law, excluded the clergy from fitting in parliament, in order 
that they might have more leifure to attend to the duties of their profeflion, 
He revoked all the grants of crown-lands which had been made during the 
reigns of his father, Philip the Fair, and his brother, Lewis Hutin ; and, from 
that time, the domains of the crown became inalienable. 

f Hift. de Fr. t. ii. p. 36^ ■ • f Abreg. Chron. de THift. de F*. 
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A. D. 1322.3 PHILIP leaving no male iflue, his brother Charles , 'count of 
la Marche, fucceeded to the throne without oppofition* ; and was crowned at 
liheims, by Robert de Courtenai, archbifhop of that diocefet. His firft care 
was to procure a divorce from his wife, Blanche of Burgundy, who, for adul- 
tery, was ftill confined in the prifon of Chateau-Gaillard. He had recourfe to 
the ufual convenient pretext of confanguinity, which, in this inftance, howe- 
ver, was ftrengthened by a farther impediment, arifing from the circ 
of Maude of Artois, mother to Blanche, having flood godmother to 
A difpenfation from pope Clement the Fifth was indeed produced, in oppofi- 
tion to this plea, but the attorney-general undertook to prove its invalidity, from 
thcinfertion of feveral falfe fa&s, which had tended to impoie on the fovereign 
pontiff. The court of Rome being inclined to gratify his inclinations, readily 
admitted the ftrength of his reafons ; the divorce was accordingly pronounced. 



Charles « 



and Charles, foon 



Mary 



The 



John 



•which he made to undertake a crufade for the relief of the Cyprian and Arme- 
nian chriftians, who were cruelly haraffed by the infidels. But though confi- 
derable preparations were made for this expedition, to command which Amal- 
ric, vifcount of Narbonne, was releafed from prifon, while Berenger Blanc 
was appointed admiral of the fleet, it never took place ; Charles finding the 
immediate concerns of his kingdom fufficient to employ his attention, and to 
occupy his forces. The Lombards and Italians, to whom the adminiftration of 
the finances were principally entrufted, being accufed of malverfation and 
opp.refiion, were ftripped of their property, and fent back in a flate of pover- 
ty to their native country. Gerard Laguette, a native of Clermont in Au~ 
vergne, a man of low extraction, formerly matter of the mint, now receiver- 
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general of the revenues of the crown, died on the rack, to which he had been 
applied in order to extort from him a confeflion of the hidden treafures which 
he was fuj petted of pofTefTing*. His body was afterwards dragged through the 
ftreets, and fufpended on a gibbet at Paris. 

A. D. -1323.] Apprifed of the tyrannical proceedings of the nobility, who 
feized with impunity the property of their neighbours, and exerted the moft 
defpotic.fway over the country in which they refided, Charles fent commiffion- 
ers of approved integrity and known talents into the different provinces, as well 
to reprefs their licentious proceedings, as to check the abufes arifing from the 

venality and ignorance.of the provincial judges. The commifiioners had orders to 
fhew no favour to any one, but to adminifter juftice with the utmoft rigour and 
the ftrideft impartiality j having recourfe lefs to the exa&ionof pecuniary fines 
than to the inflitfion of corporeal punifhments. A gentleman of note, named 
Jourdain, lord of Lille, in Aquitaine, the moft confiderable of thefe petty ty- 
rants, the fcourge of the country in which he lived !', was cited to appear before 
the king, to anfwer to eighteen different charges that had been exhibited againft 
him, the leaft of which merited death. The criminal, knowing the king's fe~ 
verity, made application to the pope, to whom he was related by marriage ; and, 
the interceffion of John proving fuccefsful, he obtained a pardon for all his 
crimes: but, rather encouraged than difmayed by his recent efcape, he foon 
committed frefti enormities, and gave way to every fpecies of oppreffion and 
licentioufnefs — raviflied the virgins, putting to death alifuch as oppofed his ini- 
quitous proceedings, declaring himfelf the proteftor of thieves and public de- 
predators, and openly refifting the royal authority. Cited a fecorid time to ap- 
pear in the king's court, he had the temerity to flay the ufher of the council, 
who brought him the fummons and, even after this aft of violence, he prefu- 
med to appear, accompanied by the principal nobility of the province. Here- 
lied on the dignity of his birth, and the influence of the pope, who again inter- 
fered to refcue him from the hands of juftice ; but the vifconnt de Lomagne, 
and the'lord of Albret, his principal accufers, having eftablifhed the fatfts laid 
to his charge, he was committed to the prifon of the Chatelet, and, being tried 
and condemned by the Mayors of the PalaceX, was tied to a horfe's tail, drag- 
" ged to the place of execution, and there hanged. 

Charles was equally lev ere in.afferting his authority over the moft powerful 
vafTals of the crown. We have before obferved, that Philip the Long, when he 
married his daughter Margaret to Lewis, fon to the count of Nevers, infiftecl 
that the young prince fhould fucceed to the county of Flanders, even fhould his 
father die before his grandfather. The event juftified the precaution, as the old 
count furvived his eldeft fon two months. On his death, Robert de CafTel, his 
youngeft fon, laid claim to the fucceflion, and, affiftedby the count of Namur, 

• * Xe Gendre, Hift. de Fr. t. ii. p. 149. f Idem, Ibid. - % ViUaret, t.viii, p. 
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took pofleniorl of feveral forts. He founded his pretenfions on proximity of 
blood, being fon to the laft proprietor, whereas Lewis was only his grandfon. 
The king took upon himfelf the decifion of the affair, and forbade the rival 
claimants to proceed till he fliould have pronounced fentence. The Flemings, 
being ftrongly attached to Lewis, fent a deputation to Charles to requeft he 
would confirm the laft treaty, and to aflure him, that they would convert the 
country into an independent republic, if he attempted to give them any other fo~ 
vereign. The young prince, flattered by thefe profeilions of attachment, enter- 
tained no doubt of gaining his caufe, and, without waiting for the king's confent, 
received the homage of his new fubjedts. Charles, enraged at this a<ft of di£ 
obedience to his mandates, arretted Lewis, and confined him for fome days in 
the prifon of the Louvre ; but, appeafed by his fubmilfions, he reftored him to 
liberty, gave a fentence in his favour, received his homage, and exadled an oath 
that he would never require the ceflion of Orchies, Lille, and Douay. 

Lewis foon loft the affection of hisfubje&s, by the great confidence which he 
imprudently repofed in the abbot of Vezelay, fon to the famous chancellor of 
France, Peter Flotte, who was killed at the battle of Courtray. The Flemings 
compelled him to difmifs his favourite ; and his condefcenfion, in this inftance, 
encreafed their audacity ; having impofed a tax, which, though onerous in itfelf,. 
was rendered more fo by the extortions of the collectors, the inhabitants of 
Bruges took up arms, and maflacred all thofe tyrannical minifters of the court. 
Robert de Caffel, being fufpefted of giving birth to this infurre&ion, his death 
was refolved on, and the inhabitants of Warneton, where he refided, received 
orders to kill him. But, having received intelligence of their defign from the 1 
count's chancellor, he had time to effetft his efcape. Lewis, enraged at lofing 
his prey, ordered the worthy magiftrate to be apprehended ; when brought into 
his prefence, he was afked by the count, why he had betrayed his fecret ? — cc To* 
" p refer vc your honour," replied the intrepid minifter. Lewis, who had neither 
fufficient fenfe to perceive the dignity of the reply, nor fufficient merit to appre- 
ciate and reward the fentiments that influenced the conduct of his chancellor j 
threw him into prifon. — This incident occurred in 1325. 

Unimproved by experience, the count of Flanders continued to impofe new 

taxes on his fubjefts, who refilled them by the fame means as before. They 
again flew to arms ; and, in a pitched battle, Lewis was defeated, taken prifon- 
er, and confined in the prifon of Bruges. Robert de CafTel was then recalled^" 
and the whole country, except Ghent, acknowledged him for their prince. The 
king now interfered, and exhorted the Flemings to reftore their count to liber- 
ty ; but they rejected his felicitations, and refufed to fubmit ; but, alarmed at 
his formidable preparations for attacking them, they were at length induced to 
accept fuch conditions as he chofe to di&ate. After releafing Lewis, and re~e£ 
tablifhing him in his former dignity, they were compelled to difmantle Ypres 

and Bruges, and to demolifh all the other fortifications which had been recent- 
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ly erefted ; to renounce, under pain of death, all leagues and afTociations for 
oppofing the authority of their prince ; to pay four thoufand livres tournois, for 
founding a convent of Carthufians in the. diftrift of Courtray j and to repair 
all the damages done to the churches during the commotions. The inhabitant 



of Bruges and Ypx-es promifed to lend a hundred pilgrims to Saint-James, in 
Gallicia ; a hundred to Notre-Dame de Vanvert, and a hundred to Notre-Dame 
de Roque Madour, or elfe to pay the king ten thoufand livres tournois, in cafe 
he fhould incline to difpenfe with this engagement*. 

A. D. 1324.]] Charles, about the fame time, made his public entry into Toiw 
Joufe, accompanied by his queen, his brother-in-law, the king- of Bohemia, 
his uncle Charles of Valois, and Sancho king of Majorca, On his return to 
Paris, the queen, who was pregnant, oppreffed by the fatigue of the journey, 
was brought to bed before her time atlfToudun, of a fon, who only lived long 
-enough to receive baptifm ; and his mother. fur vived him but a few days. The 
king, before the expiration of the year, having procured a difpenfation of the 
pope, married Jane, daughter to Lewis, count of Evreux, his paternal uncle 3 
this princefs was crowned with great pomp, in the chapel adjoining the palace. 
The attention of Charles was now called to an objeft of lefs magnitude, from 
its immediate confequence, than from its probable effedts. A nobleman of Age- 
nois, named Montpefat, had ere&ed a fortrefs on aipot, which, he pretended, 
belonged to the king of England, as duke of x\quitaine, but which the king's 
officers maintained to be fituated on the domains of the crown. The difpute 
was earned before the parliament, who decided in favour of the French mo* 
march. Montpefat, enraged at a fentence which he believed to be unjuft, had 
recourfe to the fenefchal of Guienne, who fupplied him with troops, and, 
laying fiege to the fortrefs, which had been taken from him in confequence of 
the decifion of the parliament, carried it by affault, put the garrifbn to the 

fv/ord, and hanged fome of the officers. 

Charles, inftead of making reprifals, applied for reparation to the king of 
England, Edward promifed him fatisfa&ion, and even difpatched his brother, 
Edmond earl of Kent, to Paris, with full power to inveftigate the faft, and to 
decide on the nature of the reparation to be made to the French monarch ; who 
required that the fortrefs which had occafioned the difpute fhould be fnrreiw 
dered to him, and that Montpefat, with the fenefchal of Guienne, and all their 
accomplices, fhould be delivered into his hands, in order to be punifheel ac- 
cording to the magnitude of their offence. The earl of Kent, after a long ne- 
gociation, expreiTed his determination to comply with the demands of Charles ; 
and defired fome one might be fent to receive, in the king's name, the fortrefs 
?mdthe prifoners. John d'Arablay was accordingly appointed to accompany 
him, but, when they arrived on the frontiers of Gafcony, the earl difmifTed 
hm with derifion, threatening to kill him if he dared to advance any farthert, 

# V, Daniel, torn. v. p. z^* + Villaret, torn, viii.p* 148, 
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Charles, to revenge this yifult, fent an army into Gafcony, under the com* 
mand of his uncle, the count of Valois, who was attended by his two fons, Phi- 
lip and Charles, and by his fon-in-law, Robert of Artois. His firft attempt was 
on Agen, which immediately furrendered, and the other towns of the province 
followed the example of the capital. He then marched againft Reole, whither 
the earl of Kent had retired ; a party of volunteers, advancing to the gates of 
the city, dared the Englifli to come forth and give them battle ; the challenge 
was accepted, and they paid dear for their prefumption ; opprefled by fuperior 
numbers they were completely routed, and the lord of Florentin, with feveral 
brave knights, was left on the field. The count of Valois, apprifcd of this di£* 
after, haftened to remedy it ; but, before he arrived at the fcene of action, the 
Englifli had re-entered the town ; which, however, was foon reduced to the 
neceflity of capitulating. The for trefs which occafioned the war, was, in the 
mean time, taken and demolifhed ; and all Guienne, except Bourdeaux, Bayonne, 
and Saint Sever, was reduced by the French arms. In this fituation, the earl 
of Kent fued for a truce, which was accordingly granted till the oftave of Ea£ 
ter, 1325. It was ftipulated, that he fhould return to England, aiid engage 
his brother to repair to the court of France, to do homage to Charles, (a ce- 
remony which he had hitherto omitted) , as well as to prefer his claims, and 
exhibit his complaints before the peers ; but, in cafe Edward refufed to appear, 
the earl of Kent engaged to return and furrender himfelf a prilbner to the 
king. Four Englifli knights were left as hoftages, who confented to lofe their 
heads, fhould he fail to perform his engagements. 

A. D. 1 325.3 The king of England fent the bifliops of Norwich and 
Winchefter, the earl of Richmond, and Sir Henry Beaumont to Paris, in or- 
der to accommodate the difference between the two nations/ The firft thing 
they fettled was a prolongation of the truce till the twenty-fifth of July ; but, 
finding their negociations of little avail, they difpatched the bifliop of Win- 
chefter to London, to intimate to Edward that his queen Ifabella -was the moft 
likely perfon to procure favourable conditions from her brother Charles. The 
queen willingly accepted the commiflion j not, however, with any view to 
promote the intereft of her hufband, but to exhibit complaints againft him f 
and to forward her own flagitious fchemes. Her enmity had been chiefly pro- 
voked by a young man of the name of Spenfer, defcended from a noble, family, 
who now. enjoyed that portion of her hufband's confidence and favour, which 
flie thought only due to herfelf. Charles, moved by her affected forrow, vow- 
ed to aflift her in obtaining vengeance for the injuries fhe complained of ; but 
having convened an affembly of the nobles, they all difTuaded him from engag- 
ing in a war with England, merely on his lifter's account ; though they trea- 
cheroufly advifed him to grant hevjecret afliftance, by permitting her to levy 
troops iu the kingdom, - and by fupplying her with money for that purpofe* — a 
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mean and pitiful conduct, which, viewed either in a moral or political light 
muft appear equally deferving of reprobation, This advice, being conforma- 
ble to the views and wiflies of the monarch, was followed ; and the queen wa 
informed of her brother's determination by Robert of Artois. . 

Ifabella, contented with thefe affurances of protection, withdrew her oppofi- 
tion, and a peace was immediately concluded with the Englifh plenipotentiaries*. 
It was -agreed, that the duchy of Guienne fliould be fur rendered to the French 
monarch, who might appoint a fenefchal to govern it in his name, but without 
the power of changing the captains or commanders of fortified places ; that in 
the mean time, to prevent any interruption in the exercife of his authority, all 
the troops, belonging to either monarch fliould quit the country ; that Edward 
fliould repair to Beauvais, on the feftival of the Aflumption, to pay homage to 
Charles, who fliould then, through friendfhip to the queen his After, reftore 
all the places which had been furrendered to him in Guienne ; that Agenois, 
however, and the other territories which had been reduced, fliould not be com- 
prifed in this reftitution, but that the king of England fliould be at liberty to 
prefer Ms demands on this fubjecft before the court of peers ; that if the court 
decreed he fliould be put in poflefiion of that country, he fliould then difchargc 
all the expences of the war ; but if, on the contrary, they fliould declare his 
pretentions to be unfounded, no demand of that fort fliould be made on him ; 
and, finally, that after the publication of the peace, the prifoliers, on either fide, 
fnould be releafed. This treaty, which is dated the thirty-firft of May, 1325, 
was ratified by Edward, 

The article by which Edward obliged himfelf to repair to France, for the 
purpofe of performing homage, could not but prove highly difagreeable to his 
favourite, the younger Spenfer, who was afraid to remain in the kingdom, dur- 
ing the abfence of his fovereign, as he knew his enemies, who were numerous, 
would not fail to take advantage of an opportunity fo favourable for effecting 
his deftruttion ; and he was equally averfe from accompanying Edward to 
France, where the queen, (of whofe hatred to his family he was firmly con- 
vinced, though of late ftie had been ftudious to conceal it, by a difplay of the 

jmoft confummate hypocrify) was poflefled of fufficient power to accomplifh any 
projeft, which the native cruelty of her mind might fuggeft, and the inveteracy 
of her revenge induce her to execute. Urged by thefe powerful motives, he 
had ever ftrenuoufly oppofed the king's departure from his dominions ; and his 
oppofition to that meafure, fo pregnant with danger to himfelf, was now more 
violent than ever. But a parliament which aflembled at London, on the twen- 
ty-fifth of June, having advifed Edward to comply with the terms of the treaty, 
£hat prince made preparations for his journey, and actually fet out for Dover J 

lyijeii he arrived, however, at the abbey of Langton, in the vicinity of Dover, 

— 

* Rymer, vol. in p. 237? 



V 



1325-] CHARLES THE FIFTH* * 569 

a fieknefs, either real or pretended, impeded his progrefs, and impelled him to 
fend a meflenger to Charles, to acquaint him with his indifpofition, and to dc- 
fire that a more diftant day might be appointed for the performance of the in- 
tended ceremony*. 

At this crifis Edward received a new and unexpe&ed overture from the court 
of France — -probably, at the inftigation of Ifabella — purporting, that if he would 
refign his continental dominions to his fon — now thirteen years of age — Charles 

would accept the homage of the prince, and grant him the inveftiture of Gui- 
ennc and Ponthieu. This expedient, which feemed fo happily to remove all 
difficulties, was eagerly embraced, through the perfuafions of Spenfer, and exe- 
cuted with a rapidity almoft incredible. The deed of conveyance being figned 
by the king of England at Dover, on the tenth of September, the prince em- 
barked for the continent on the twelfth,, and performed homage to Charles, at 
Beauvais, on the fourteenth of the fame montht. Hence it is evident, that nei- 
ther the king nor his favourite was aware of the infidious fnare concealed be- 
neath this project ; and, indeed, the whole of this myfterious tranfattion was 
managed with fuch extreme caution, that a prince of much greater fagacity than 
Edward poifcffed, might have been equally impofed upon. 

It appears, that when Ifabella arrived in France, fhe there found a great num- 
ber of Englifh fugitives, who had been either banifhed their country for trea- 
fonable pra&ices, or had fubmitted to a voluntary exile, in order to avoid the 
punifliment that was due to their crimes. Thefe were the fhattered remains of 
the Lancaftrian faction ; and their common hatred of Spenfer proving a ftrong 
recommendation to the favour of Ifabella, they were admitted to the friend- 
jfliip of that princefs, who maintained a fecret correfpondence with them. 
Among the reft was young Roger Mortimer, one of the factious barcms who 
had been reduced to fubmiffion by Edward; and had been condemned for high 
treafon, but had received a pardon on condition of fubmitting to perpetual 
imprifonment in the tower, from whence, however, he was fo lucky as to effe£t 
his efcape into France. This nobleman being one of the moft confiderahle per- 

fons now remaining of the party, and being particularly diftinguiflied for the 
violence of his animofity againft Spenfer, was received by the queen with pecu- 
liar marks of attention. The graces of his perfon, and the elegance of his 

addrefs, foon made an impreflion upon her heart; he became her fole counfel- 
lor; flie adopted no meafure, however trivial, without his previous advice or 

approbation, and the gradation from an intimacy fo clofe and unreferved to a 
criminal entercourfe, being eafy and natural to a mind unbiafFed by the 

reftraints of virtue, or unawed by the rules of decorum, he at laft pre- 
vailed on her to yield to the dilates of paflion, and faerifice to its gratification 
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her honour and conjugal fidelity*. In confequence of her crime and its efFetts, 
Ihe willingly entered into the treacherous plans of her paramour, and, having, 
gotten the prince of Wales, the heir to the throne, into her pofTeflion, flic 
refolyed on the utter ruin of the king, as well as of his favourite. When 
Edward, therefore, on the conclufion of peace, required her to return, the 
purpofe of her journey being effefted, fhe peremptorily refilled to comply with, 
hisrequeft; declaring that fhe would never fet foot in England, till Spenfer was 
banifhed not only from the court, but the kingdom!. 

Mezeray pretends that as foon as Charles dilcovered the criminal connexion 
which fublifted between his fitter and Mortimer, he fhewed the ltrongeft marks 
of refentment to the former, treating her with great coolnefs, feldom feeing 
her, and fcarcely ever exchanging a word with her. This, however, rei'h 
folely on his own teftimony, and the affertion is too grofs to be credited; fince 
he is compelled to acknowledge, that, not withftan ding Charles's difapprobation 
of Ifabella's irregularities, he permited her to remain in France as long as flic 
pleafed, and promifed that, during her refidence there, flie fliould want for no- 
thing ; his previous conduit too, is alone fafficient to prove that if not the open 
accomplice, he was, at leaft, the fecret encourager of her nefarious praftices. 
When the queen's determination was made known to her hufband, he infor- 
med her brother, that fo far from her having juft ground of complaints againfi: 
Spenfer, he could juftify the conduft of his favourite by Ifabella's own teftimo- 
ny, fhe having written feveral letters to that nobleman, ilnce her departure from 
England, replete with profeflions of confidence and efteem — to fuch a heighth 
had this artful and malicious princefs carried her dillimulatiorj. Edward far- 
ther obferved, that he would never fuffer Spenfer, nor any other fubjeft, to 
fliow the fmalleft difrefpeft to the partner of his throne. The juftice of thefe 
remonftrances, however, had no weight with the queen ; and the conflerna- 
tion of Edward and his favourite was foon after greatly augmented by the intel- 
ligence brought them from the court of France, by the bhhop of Exeter. T hat 
prelate, who was equally diftinguifhed for his wifdom and loyalty, had been 
lent by the king of England, as guardian and counfellor to the prince of Wales ;: 
and having obferved that the court of Ifabella was daily filled with the fugitive 
partifans of the Lancaftrian fadlion, and having difcovered the criminal nature 
of her connexion with Mortimer, who now lived in the moft declared intimacy 
with her, he quitted Paris in difguife, and haftened home to impart thefe im- 
portant particulars to his injured fovereignt . 

Edward, alarmed at the difcovery, reiterated his orders to the queen and 

prince to return without delay ; and alfo wrote to Charles requefting he would 
haften their departure. He farther fummoned a council of his prelates and 
nobles, which met at Weftminfter on the tenth of November, and having afked 

* T. dc la More, p. 56S ; Adam Muremuth, p. 65. + Walling.- p. 1 zz ; Mon. Malms* p. 239, 

% Idem. p.. 240. 
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their advice, the bifhops all agreed to write, thcmfelves, to the queen, to de- 
fire fhe would immediately return with the prince*. But thefe importunities, 
as may eafriy be conceived, were treated with contempt ; Ifabella had advan- 
ced too far in infamy to think of retreating:- having injured the honour of her 
liufband, fhe determined to effeft the depofition of her fovereign. 

Hoftilities, in the mean time, commenced between France and England ; 
Edward deeming the countenance fhowed by Charles to his fifter an infraction 
of the peace, directed his officers to feize all the French fhips that fell in their 
wayf . Twenty veffels were accordingly feized by the Englifh in the ports of 
Normandy ; Xaintes was taken by afTault, and Charles found it neceflary to 
fend an army into Guienne, where the flames of war began to rage with more 
than ufual fury. In order to encreafe the animofity of the people, a report 
was purpofely fpread that Edward had mafia cred all the French who were in 
England, and feized their effects ; and, under this pretext, Charles ordered 
all the Englifh, refident in France, to be arretted and thrown into prifon, 
and their propet^ty to be fequeftered. Thefe orders were vigoroufly executed 
the fame day, (the day after the Aflumption) and at the fame hour, throughout 
the kingdom ; and though, when the report was proved to be falfe, the king 
was obliged to releafe his prifoners, yet he took care to keep their property — 
a circumftance, fays Villaret, which excited the indignation of all honeft men. 
Indeed the murmurs on this account were general ; and it was openly afferted, 
that Charles and his minifters were rather aftuated by motives of avarice, than 
by zeal for the glory of the thronet. 

A. D. 1326.3 Edward and his minifters were ftill urgent in their folicitations 
to the king to withdraw his protection from Ifabella; but, though callous to 
their entreaties, he was moved by their bribes, and the gold which they lavifh- 
ed on him and his council [|, at length effected what juttice and reafon proved 
inadequate to enforce. Charles forbade his fubjeds, under pain of banifhment, 
to afiitt the queen ; It ill, however, he neglected to urge her departure from the 
kingdom, till a letter from the pope, (produced, alfo, if the hiftorian we laft quoted 
may be credited, by Englifh gold) threatening him with all the cenfures of the 
church, by alarming his fears, compelled him to the adoption of that meafure. 

Ifabella was reduced to the neccflity of making application for afliftance to 
fome other power ; in this emergency fhe had recourfe to William, count of 
Hainault and Holland, who foon concluded a treaty with her, by which he en- 
gaged to fupply her with a fleet and a fmall body of troops, to enable her to make 
a defcent upon England ; and, in return for this favour, fhe affianced the prince 
of Wales, who was too young to forefee the confequences of fo imprudent an 
alliance, to Philippa, the count's fecond daughter. Having colleftecl a force of 
nearly three thoufand men, fhe landed at Orewell Haven, in Suffolk, on the 

r 

* Rymer, vol. iv.p. 180, i8r, 182 ; T. de la More, p. 598; Adam Muremuth, p. 6j. Mon.Malmf, 
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twenty-fourth of September - 1 , and foon found herfelf at the head of a formida- 
ble army. The forces of the royalifts were too weak to oppofe her progrefs ; 
the two Spenfers were foon taken, and executed without any previous trial ; and 
the unfortunate king himfelf, after the indignity of a formal depofition, and a 
fhort confinement, was barbaroufly murdered, in Berkley-caftle, by the orders 
of his lafcivious confort, and her infamous paramourt. 

A. D. 1 327.]] Charles, on the accefiion of Edward the Third to the throne 
of England, fummoned that monarch to do homage for his continental territo- 
ries ; but the unfettled flate of his kingdom was pleaded and accepted as an ex- 
cufe for delaying the ceremony ; and commiflioners were immediately appoint- 
ed for fettling the difputes between the two nations. A peace was accordingly 
concluded on the following terms — that all the places taken, by either party, in 
the courfe of the war, fhould be reftored ; that the king of England fhould pay 
the king of France fifty thoufand pounds fterlingJ, to defray the expences of the 
war; and that a general amnefty fliould be paffed. 

A. D. 1328.] Charles died foon after the conclufion o r this peace, in the thir- 
ty-fourth year of his age, and the feventh of his reign. He was a prince nei- 
ther diftinguifhed for any great virtues, nor remarkable vices ; avarice was his 
•chief defed:, but, where that did not lead him to a&s of oppreffion, he was care- 
ful to enforce a due obfervanceof order, and an impartial adminiftration of jus- 
tice. An impulfe of ambition had urged him to profit by the troubles in Germany, 
to depofe Lewis of Bavaria, and transfer the imperial diadem to his own brows ; 
but the pope was unable to afford the afliflance he had promifed, and Charles, 
duped by the German princes, failed in his enterprife. 

Charles had three wives ; Blanche, of Burgundy ; Mary, of Luxembourg ; 
and Jane, of Evreux. By the firft, he had a fon and daughter, who both di- 
ed in their infancy. The fecond gave birth to a prince who lived but a few 
hours. By the third, he had two daughters, Jane, who died when a year old^ 
and, Mary, who was cut off in the prime of her youth. At his death the queen 
was far advanced in her pregnancy; for which reafon, as foon as he was con- 
vinced of the impoflibility of his recovery, he fent for the principal nobles of 
his court, and told them, that if the queen fhould bring forth a prince, he had 
no doubt but that they would chearfully acknowledge him for their fovereign ; 
but if fhe brought forth a princefs, it would then reft with the chief barons of 
France to decide on whom the crown would devolve ; but that, in the interim, 
he appointed Philip of Valois regent of the kingdom. 

Charles the Fair was the laft of the immediate defcendants of Hugh Capet, 
who had fwayed, for near three centuries and a half, the fceptre of France*, 
which was now transferred to the Houfe of Valois. 

2 Walling, p. 12^; Anglia Sacra, vol. i, p. 336. f F. de la More, p. 603 ; Walling, p. I2?> 
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A. 

ABELARD, defcription of his perfon and do&rines, 
340; his high reputation ; oppreffed by the pope, 
and forced to burn his book on the Trinity, and 
retire to a convent, 341 ; Hill maintains the truth of 
his doctrines, 342 ; reconciliation between him 
and the fovereign pontiff, 343; his death, and 
ch a rafter, ib. 

RgideuS) bifhop, convicted of an attempt to murder 
young Chilperic, 72; his puniflimenr, 73. 

Albigenfesy their blafphemous doctrine, 406 ; invaded 
by Lewis the Eighth, 425. 

AUthem confpires againft Clotaire, 100 ; flies ; is ta- 
ken, and fentenced to lofe his head, jo/. 

Amnfmentsy common in France in the days of Pe- 
pin, 1 57, 158. 

Arthur i prince, murdered by king John, 403. 

*Affa]}hn> account of, and their prince, 392. 

Affes 1 feftivah ridiculous ceremony of, 423. 

Auguftmsy firft fettled in France, 470. 

B. 

Baketsy expofcd on a wheel, and banifhed the king- 
dom, for adulterating the bread at the time of a 
dreadful famine, 54.3. 

Batildcty a flave, married to Clovis the Second, 119; 
her exemplary character; retires to a monaftery ; 
dies, an i is canonized, 1 24. 

Bccketj Thomas a, fomc account of, 3 5 y ; raifed to 
high honours, his great magnificence, 356 ; 
aftonilhing change in that particular, ib. ; refufes 
to fubmit to the king's authority, ib. \ occasions a 
war between France and England, 360 ; his into- 
lerable obftinacy and arrogance, 362; a reconci- 
liation effected, ib, ; his future violent proceed- 



ings, 364; his affaflination, 365; character of, 
il>.; humiliation of Henry at his tomb, 370; his 

tomb vifited by the French monarch ; miracles at- 

cribed to, 374. 
Begnittt nun consulted refpecting the crime imputed 
to queen Mary, 479 ; her anfwer clears the cha- 
racter of that princeis, 489. 
Bernard) abbot of Clairvaux, the inftigator of the 

fecond crufade, 346 ; incurs the deteftation of the 
whole nation on that account, 349. 

Bernard^ bifhop of Pamiers, his infolence to Philip, 
506 ; his conduct productive of a terrible difpute 
between that monarch and the pope, 508 \ Ber- 
nard fent prifoner to Rome, ib % \ his fubmiffion, ib. 
Bertradey her abandoned character, married to Philip 
the Second, in the life-time of her hufband, 307 ; 
her inveterate hatred to his fon Lewis, 310; forges 
a letter to the king of England, to procure the 
death of Lewis, ib. ; Lewis poifoned by her emif- 
fary, though not effectually, 3 1 1. 
Bertn/de, queen of Clotairo the Second, infolent pro- 
pofal of Leudemond, bifhop of Sion, to her, iok 
(See the Plate.) 
Beziersj befieged by an army of 500,000 men, 408 5 
taken, and theimmenfe butchery which took place 
on that occafion, faid to amount to no lefs than 
60,000 fouls, 409; - 
Blanthty relict of Lewis the Eighth, regent of France 
in the minority of her fon, 428; her vigorous ef- 
forts in defence of the kingdom, 429 ; her death, 
44Q- 

Brejel, John, a butcher, heads the infurgents in Flan* 

ders, j 1 1. 

|l Brcjft, Peter de, the favourite of Philip the Thirds 
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his infamous accufatlon of queen Mary, 479 ; that 
princefs refcucd from the calumny;, and de Brofle 

hanged, 480. 

Brunekauty married to Sigebert, ji ;imprifoned, 57 ; 
again married toMcroveus, 59; various enormi- 
ties unjuftly imputed to her, Si, 89, 90, 91 ; her 
barbarous murder, by command of Clotaire, 93; 

■ feveral public edifices ercfted by her, 94. 

Bullde Cltricis Laicos published, 499. 

C. 

Cafetal, Henry, provoft of Paris, takes a bribe to 

fuffer a rich prifoner to efcape, and hangs a poor 

one in his (lead ; himfelf fufpended on the fame 

• gibbet, 561. 
Caribert proclaimed king, 50; marries Ingober- 

ga ; divorces her, and takes Marcovefa, who, in 
her turn, gives place to Theudegilda, 52; death 
and charade r, 53. 
Carloman joined with Lewis II. in the crown of 
France, 226 ; en the death of that monarch pro- 
claimed king, 230 ; grants peace to the Normans, 
ib. ; differences between the two powers accommo- 
dated, 231 ; the Normans again commit devafta- 
tions, ib. ; force Carloman to retire in diforder, 
and to pay a fine, ib.; death of Carloman, it,; 
(See the Plate) pious deceit pra&ifed by him to 
conceal the perfon who accidently caufed his 
death, ib. 

Caj)le?teau, Peter de, his impetuous zeal, 407 ; aflaf- 
finated, 408, 

Chace, regulations refpefting it, 108. 

Charlemagne, fucceeds Pepin, 160 ; defeats the 
duke of Aquitaine, 161; fubdues the Saxons, 
162 ; takes Verona, ib, ; confirms his father's do- 
nation to the court of Rome, with his viarh, 163 ; 
finally extinguishes the kingdom of the Lorn- 
bards, ib.; is crowned king of Lombardy, ib. ; 
again defeats the Saxons, and gives no quarter, 
165; defeated by the Saxons, 168; marches 
himfelf into Saxony, orders 4,500 of the infur- 
gents to be beheaded, ib.; fends magnificent pre- 
fents to the caliph of the Saracens, 170; his fon 
Pepin confpires againft his life, 171 ; aflemblesthe 
council of Frankfort, 173"; again marches againft 
the Saxons ; exafpe rated at their treachery, aban- 
dons the country to the foldiery, who flay above j 
3o,coo; extinguifhes the power of the Huns, ' 
1 1S '> P rotc fts P°pe Leo, 178 ; fuperb manner of 
giving audience to the Greek ambaffadors, 179 ; 
finally fubdues the Saxon?, 180; mcafures ad op- j 
ted to oppofc the Normans, 182 ; depredations of 
the Danes, 183; their prince aflaflinated, 184; 
death of Pepin and Charles, the two fons of 

Charlemagne, ib,\ refigns the crown tphisre- 



maining fon, Lewis, 385 ; dies, ih. ; his mau\;^ 

cent funeral, 186; character of him, and review 
of the afts pafled in his reign, 188, 190, 191. 
Charles, count of Valois, his unjuft perfection (••• 
Marigny, procures his execution, 543 ; his death- 
bed confefiion, ib. 
Charles Mattel imprifoned by his grandmother, 1 3S ; 
efcapes from his prifon, 139 ; engages Chilperk 
twice, and defeats him both times, 140 ; pro- 
claimed duke of Auftrafia, 141 ; his whole life j 
fcene of warfare, 143; his perfonalprowefs, 144- 
his death, 147 ; horrid vifion fuperilitiouily fau 
to be feen of him, ih. 
Charles the Second, on the death of Charlemagne, 
attempts the depofitionof his brother, 203 ; a diet 
aflemblcd to fettle the fucceflion, 204; joins Lewis 
againft Lothaire ; terrible engagement, in which 
1 oo,oco faid to be left dead on the field of bat- 
tle, ib. ; ftrengthens his alliance with Lewis by an 
oath, 205 ; drives Lothaire from his palace, 'ib.; 
Charles fecured in the poffeffiou of Neuftria, &t\ 
zc6; incurfions of the Normans, 207 ; their hor- 
rid enormities, ib* ; meanly fubmits to an accom- 
modation, 208 ; the Normans again make in- 
roads, are befieged, but permitted to retreat, 209; 
Germany laid wafte by them, 210; divers regu- 
lations during his reign, 21 1, 212 ; Charles de- 
feated and put to flight by the duke of Brittany, 
213 ; depofed by his brother Lewis, in conjunc- 
tion with an affembly of prelates, 214 ; his hu- 
miliating fpeech, ib. ; collects his troops, and com- 
pletely defeats the rebels ; reftored to his autho- 
rity, and Lewis excommunicated, ib.; arrogance 
of the clergy, 215; defcription, and remarks on 
the coins during this reign, 218; crowned em- 
peror of the Romans, 220 5 endeavours to fcize 
part of Lorraine ; is defeated, and faves himfelf 
by flight, 22 r ; ispoifoned by a Jew, his phyfi- 
cian, iby ; charafter of Charles, ib. 
Charles the Third fucceeds Carloman ; his weak- 
nefs, incapacity, cruelty, and treachery, 23 2, 233; 
Paris befieged ; bafely purchafes a peace, ib. ; me- 
rits the fcorn and contempt of his fubjefts ; his 
fuperftitious dread; dethroned, 234; driven 
friendlefs from his palace ; dies with grief, fom 

fay by poifon, 235. 
Charles the Fourth crowned, 240; haraffed by 
Rollo the Dane, conceffions made to that chief- 
tain, 241; Charles gives him his daughter to 
wife, ib. ; the weaknefs of Charles becomes con- 
fpicuous, ib. ; Robert crowned king, oppofed and 
flain by Charles, 242 ; the perfon of Charles few 
zed, ib. ; ends his days in confinement, ib. 

Charles the Fifth, fucceeds his brother Philip; 
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divorces ih wife Blanche for adultery* and mar- 
ries Mary of Luxembourg, 563 ; fends commif- 
fioncrr>to redrefs abufes; particular obftinacy of 
Jourdain, lord of Lille, his imprifonmcnt, death, 
and ignominious treatment of his body, 564.5 
commotions in Flanders, 569 ; death of queen 
Mary, and her infant fon, 566 ; war with Eng- 
land, 567 ; truce, peace concluded, 568; Charles 
fecretly protefts lfabella> queen of Edward IL 
king of England, 570; war with that power, 
twenty ftiips taken, Xantes taken, 571 ; all the 
Englifh relident in Fiance arretted on a falfe re- 
port, releafed, but their property confifcated, ib. ; 
peace concluded, 572: death and character of 

Charles, ib. 

Charters of Community inftitnted by Lewis the Sixth, 

33$ ; particular account of, 334, 355. 
Charters of Immunity, 

Chatilhny Peter de, appointed governor of Flanders, 
505 ; his feverity and cruelty, 511: is delcated, 
and cfcapes in adifguifr, 512 ; his death, 513. 
Chefs % fuppofed origin of the game of, 423, 424; 

its ufe forbidden, 450* 
Child F.Bert the Firft fucccceds Clovis the Firft, 
40; revenges the cruelties committed on his Af- 
ter by Amalarlc, her hufoand ; acknowledged 
king of Auitrafia ; in conjunction with the king 
of Soiffons, enters Spain, and ravages feveral pla- 
ces ; Spaniards affert the contrary ; Provence ce- 
ded to them by Jultinian, 45 ; death, and charac- 
ter of Childebert, 48. 
Childebert II. proclaimed and depofed* 121, 
Childebert the Third fucceeds Clovis the Third, 

135; death and character, 136. 
Chxldsric the Firft carried oft' in his infancy ; mi- 
raeuloufly refcued; extreme beauty of his per- 
fon ; feduces Bafina ; nobles enter into a league 
againft, and clioofe iEgidius king, 27 ; appears 
in Gaul, and, defeating iEgidius, regains poffef- 
fion of his throne ; followed by Bafina ; marries 
her; advances into Gaul; defeats Odoacer, a 
Saxon monarch ; takes Angers; kills the Roman 
general ; conquers Germany ; dies, and is buried 

at Tournayj 28 ; his tomb accidentally difcover- 

ed in 1663 > description of it, 29. 

Ciuldrric the Second afcends the throne; com- 
mencement of his reign devoted to the fupporc of 
the laws ; becomes indolent, debauched, and cru 
el, 126; his unjutt and indecent behaviour to Le- 
ger, biihop of Autun, and to Bouillon, 1 27 5 falls 
into univerfal coutcmpt ; maflacred, ib. 

Childbric the Third, and laft of the Merovingian 
race, reigns over Neuftria, Burgundy, and Pro- 
vence, 150 ; faid by fome voluntarily to ha\e ab- 



dicated the throne, 151 ; retires to a monaftay 

where he dies, ib. 
Children permitted to take the veil at eight years of 
age, 562. 

Chilperic the Firft, threatened with deftru&ion 
by his two brothers, 54; intrenches himfelf in 
the Chartrain./ fues for peace ; again takes up 
arms, and is forced to fly, 56; recovers his domi- 
nions ; acknowledged for fovereign, 57 ; makes 
his public entry into Paris, 58 ; repairs to Rouen, 
to puniih his fon Meroveus for marrying with 
Brunehaut; promifes forgivenefs to the young' 
couple; breaks his promifc, 59; 25,000 of his 

troops flain in an engagement ; at the inftigatioft 
of Fredegonda, appears as the accufer of Pretex- 
tatus; his extraordinary condufton that occafion, 
60 ; (huts himfelf constantly up in Cambray ; af- 
faffinated, 63 ; his character, ib. * 
Chilperic the Seco?;d comes to the crown, 140; 
oppofes Charles Marcel, forced to retire, ib. ; 
again engages Charles ; is again defeated, and 
purfued to the gates of Paris, 141; dies, 142. 

Clemejitiiies publifhed, 562. 

Clod i an the Hairy fucceeds his father Phara- 
mond ; driven from the throne by the Romans ; 
makes incurfions into Thuringia : a fecond time 
conquered by the Romans ; takes Tournay and 
Cambray; furprifed by the Romans, while ce- 
lebrating a marriage, and again driven from the 
conquered provinces; dies of grief, as is fuppo- 
fed, for the lofs of his fon, 23, 24.* 
Clodomh attacks the king of Burgundy, feizes his 
dominions, and puts him, together with his wife 
and children to death ; is himfelf flain by Gonde- 
mar, brother to that monarch, 41 ; his death 
revenged by the conqueft of Burgundy, ib. 
Clot aire the Firji 3 Sole King of France, afcends- 
the throne; forced to take up arms againft his 
fon ; defeats, and puts him to death, together 
with all his family ; pafies the reft of his life in 
the decpeft melancholy ; dies, 49. 
Clot aire the Second proclaimed king of SbiffonB, 
69 ; put in poffeffion of all his father's rights,- 
76; attacked by Childebert, whofe general is 
defeated, with the lofs of 30,000 men ; particu- 
lars of that memorable action, 77 ; Clotaire in- 
vades Burgundy ; defeated, 80; an irruption in- 
to the country between the Seine and Loire, his 
general defeated, and his fon taken prifoner, 81 ; 
feizes Dentelenus and Andernac, 90; plans to 
put Brunehaut and her two fons to death, 91 ; 
accomplices his bloody purpofe, 93 ; becomes 
fole king of the French, 99 ; quells a rebellion, 

and puts the confpirators firll to the torture, and 
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then to death, 100; affembles a parliament at 
Eonncuii, 103 ; upon an iiifurrettion of the 
Saxons takes the field ; defeats them ; with one 
ftroke cuts off the head of BertoaJd ; horrible car- 
nage, 106; death, and character, of Clotaire, 
107. 

Clotaire the Third fucceeds Clovis the Second, 

123 ; dies 124. 
Clotildh married to Clovis the Firft, 32, a miracle 

attributed to her, 45; dies, 46. 

Clovis the Firft afcends the throne in his 15th 
year ; defeats and beheads Syagrius ; takes Soif- 
fons; takes Angular vengeance on a foldier, who 
pillaged the church and took away the facred 
vafe claimed by St. Remigius, at Rheims, 30 5 
his dominions invaded by Bafinus, king of Thu- 
ringia, makes reprifals on Bafinus, and lays that 
monarch under a tribute, 31 ; marries Clotildis, 
32 ; together with his fitter Albofleda, and 3,000 
.of his fubjcfts, turn chriftians ; filly ftoiy relative 
to that event ; forms an alliance with the Arbo- 
rici, 33 ; invades Burgundy ; defeats Gondebald; 
enters into a treaty with the Armorician towns ; 
-renews the war againft Gondebald, whom he to- 
tally conquers, 35; defeats the Vifigoths, and 
kills Alaric, their prince, 36 ; is himfelf defeated 
at Aries ; his favage cruelty ; holds a council at 
Orleans ; principles of the regale take rife in this 
council ; his death and chara&er, ib. 

Clovis the Second fucceeds Dagobert the Firft ; roy- 
al authority ufurped, during his minority, by the 
mayors of the palace, 118; marries Batilda, a 
Have, 1 1 g ; Auftrafia fubmits to him, 121 ; dies ; 
his character, 122; crimes attributed to him by 
the monks, ib. 

Clovis the Third fucceeds Thierri; events of his 
reign, and length thereof, wrapt in obfcurity, 
fuppofed about four years, 133,* his death, 134. 

Coin, defcription of, and remarks on, 218 ; debafe- 
ment of, 517 ; raifed to its proper value, 532. 

Combat, trial by, abolifhed by Lewis IX. 468. 

CompQjttion, uncouth ftyle of in the twelfth century, 
ttriking examples of, 422. 

Coucubinage confidered as a legal union, 74. 

Conradine, king of Sicily, bafely maffacred, 464. 

ConJlable } that office firft of importance, 168. 

ConJlance y queen of Robert, her voluptuous charac- 
ter; procures the alTaflination of Hugh de Beau- 
vais, 272; her cruel behaviour to her confeffor, 
274; raifes a rebellion againft her fon Henry, 
281 ; forced to fubmit to a reconciliation with 
him, 282 ; dies, ib. 

Cordeliers firft instituted, 427; ridiculous difpute 
concerning, 555. 



Coucy, Ralph de, his death, horrid tranfaction confo- 

qucnt on that event, 391. 
Country-feats of the ancient kings of France, de* 

fcription of, 78. 
Cmfades, fee Holy Wars. 

D. 

Dagobert the Firft, on the death of Clotaire, ,if- 
fumes the crown, 109; commencement of hi 5 
reign remarkable for the vvifdom of its meafures, 
110; caufes Brunulf to be arretted and put to 
death, ib. ; repudiates Gomatrude, marries Nar> 
tilda ; his debaucheries ; his extreme magnifi, 
cencc, iii; by the death of Aribert, his brother, 
and his fon, fucceeds to immenfe treafures; a re- 
bellion excited in his dominions ; compromifed 
difgracefully, 113; appoints his fon Clovis his 
fucceffor, ib. ; Gafcons revolt ; are fubdued, j 14; 
Dagobert dies, ib. ; his character, ib. ; laws made 
in his reign, 115,116, 117. 

Dagobert the Third afcends the throne; loads a 
life of indolence, 137; roufed by the nobles, 
marches againft the Auftrafians ; gains a complete 
vi&ory; again finks into inaftivity, 138; dies, 

Depravity of manners in the 13th century, ftnking 
inftancesand humorous anecdote of, 536. 

Drefs, various revolutions in, 57 ; luxuries of the 
women, in the reign of Lewis the Eighth, curious 
anecdote of, 426; farther regulations refpefting 
it, 427 ; prices of drefs in 1202, 536. 

Droijfi, memorable aftion at, 76. 

Du fa/el, countefs, inhuman ufage of her hufband; 
eats the heart of her lover, Ralph de Cucy, dies, 

39 l * 

Durantiy William, the famous lawyer, fome accounc 
of > 534- 

E. . 

Ebroin, mayor of the palace, his dcreftable charac- 
ter, 124; raifes Thierri to the throne ; difgufls 
the nobility by his arrogant behaviour ; forced to 
fly; his polfelfions confifcatcd, 125; again appears 
at court, on the acceflion of Thierri ; gracious 
reception, 129; rebels, ib. ; his infamous projett 
ib. ; again declared mayor of the palace ; affaffi- 
nated, 131. 

Eleanora, married to Lewis the Seventh, S3 1 i 
companies him in the holy war, 346 ; her aban- 
doned behaviour at Antioch, 348 ; Lewis divor- 
ces her, 350 ; marries Henry duke of Norman- 
dy, 351. 

England, conqueft of, by William of Normandy, ac- 
curate account of that event, 280, 298. 
Erigena> John Scott, his aflafiination, 289, note. 

Euoes, his gallant defence of Paris, 233 ; called tq 
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* 

the crown oji the death of Charles III. defeats, 
with an army of i ,ooo s 20,000 Normans, 237; 
beficges and takes Lnon, 238 ; the reins of govern- 
ment fnatched from him, and given to Charles 
IV. ib. ; compels Charles to take refuge in Ger- 
many, 239 ; acknowledges Charles's fovcreignty, 
ib.; dies, 240. 
'Excommunication, firft inftancc of in France, 27 c. 

F. 

Famine, great, prevails in France, diftrefs of the in- 

habitants, 54.3. 

Fanaticifm, aftonilhing inftancc of, 469. 

Flagellants excluded Sicily ; after a length of time 
permitted to refide in France, 472. 

FUmwgs> various revolts of, 503, 514, 529, 544, 
54J> 553 ; lafting peace reftored, ^54.- 

Afrj.countde, his rebellion againft Philip the Third, 
47 j ; fleps taken by that monarch to bring him 
to obedience, 476; is pardoned, but breaks the 
treaty, ib. ; forced to fubmit, his territories feiz- 
ed, and himfelf imprifoned, but afterwards fet at 
liberty, and his poffeflions reftored, ib. 

Fools' Feftfrvalt impious ceremony of, 422. 

Frankfort) famous council at, 173; objetts of dif- 
cufion, 174. 

Franks, their ancient charaftcr, 8. 

Frechgwda fufpefted to be the murderefs of Gal- 
fwinda, 52 ; afterwards married to Chilperic, /£. ; 
procures the affaffination of Sigebert, 56 ; con- 
trives the murder of Merovcus, 58 ; has Pretex- 
tatus (tabbed in the middle of divine fcrvice ; 
procures falfe witnefs againft Clovis, who is ihort- 
]y after murdered in prifon, together with his mo- 
ther, 61 ; fuppofed to connive at the affaffination 
of Chilperic, her hufband, 63; inveigles Clotaire 
to defend her againft the vengeance of his brother, 
65 ; appointed regent, 66 ; various murders and 
other horrid enormities committed and encourag- 
ed by her, 68, 70, 72, 73, 77, 78 ; her heroic 
behaviour,-76 ; death and infamous charaftcr, 79. 

Frederic, emperor of Italy, opprefled, depofed, and 
excommunicated by the pope, 443 ; facetious 
fpeech from the pulpit on that occafion, ib. ; for- 
ces the pope to fly, ib.) arrogant fpeech, and 
haughty and indecent behaviour to the pontiff. 
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444> 445- 
French, their origin, 7 to 1 8 ;« 

the Field of Mars, 31. 

* G. 4 

Galfwinda, married to Chilperic, king of Soifibns 5 
her magnificent entry ; her marriage fettlement ; 
found dead in her bedj fuppofed to be murdered 
by Fredegonda, 52, 

t 
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Gauh its ftate when firft conquered by the Franks.? 

Gmidehald, the fuppofed fon of Clotaire the Firft, 
difowned ; brought forward to oppofe Gontran, 
67 ; caufes himfelf to be proclaimed king ; his 
ambaffadors furprifed, and compelled to difciofe 
the fecret of the confpiracy ; retreats ; takes pof- 
feflion of Cominges ; betrayed ; put to death, 67 ; 
his body treated with the greateft ignominy, 68 ; 
, punifhment inflicted on his adherents, 6g. 

Gontran, king of Burgundy, 50; his army cut to 
pieces by the Lombards, 55; attempt Kymirdrr 
him by Fredegonda, to whom he had been a firm 
friend, 72 ; dearti and character, 73. 

Gojlin, bifliop, his martial behaviour at the fiege of 
Paris, 233. 

Gnelfs and Ghibelines, terrible difputes of, 566. 

H. 

Henry the Firft, on his acceflion, the ftandard of 
revolt is hoitted, at the initigation of his mother 
Conilance, 281 ; efcapes into Normandy, where 
he raifes fuccours, reduces Corbeil, and feveral 
other places, 282 ; pardons the rebels, /£. ; makes 
an expedition into Normandv to affift the young 

duke, threatened with a confpiracy, 284; battle 
of Dunes, Henry's narrow cfcape, gains a victory 
and eftablifhes the young duke on his throne, ib. ; 

, Henry's change of fentiments with refpeft to that 
duchy, 285 ; marches to attack them, is forced to 
retreat difgracefnlly, ib. ; compelled to accept of 
a peace, at the difcretion of the conqueror, 286 ; 
affociates his fon Philip with him in the govern- 
ment, 287 ; remarkable oath taken by that prince 
on his coronation, ib. ; death of^Henry, ib. ; his 
charafter, and remarks on his reign, 288. 

Hairy the Firft of England, wars between him and 
Lewis the Sixth ; ufurps the duchy of Norman- 
dy, 321 ; his fpirited meffage to pope Calixtus, 
325; Ihocking accident in- his fleet, 326; revolc 
in that duchy quelled by Henry, 327 ; his im- 
menfe preparations againft Levvis, 328 ; peace, 

330. , 
Henry the Second of England, marries Eleanora, di- 
vorced by Lewis the Seventh, 351 ; lays claim to 
Thouloufe, 354 ; takes Verdun, Gerberoy, &c. 
355; makes peace with Lewis, ib. ; his difpute 
"with Becket, 359 ; war with Lewis, 560 ; rebel- 
lion of his fons, 36S ; war with France, ib. ; con- 
ference with the French monarch, 3^9; degrad- 
ing humiliation at the tomb of Becket, 370; 
peace with France, 372; fubfequent revolt of 
. his fons, 380 ; remorfe, and death of his fon Hen- 
ry* 381 ; war with France; and truce, for two 
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ytm agreed on, 382 ; treacherous conduft of his 

remaining forts, 3S3 ; war again breaks out, 384. ; 
ineffectual conferences, ib. ; treachery of his go- 
vernors, 385 ; makes peace on very humiliating 
conditions, ib.; his death, 386; extraordinary o- 
mcn faid lo be exhibited by his dead body, ib* 

Herbert, count of Vermandois, his treacherous con- 
duft towards Charles IV. 242 ; feizes the perfon 
of that monarch, ib. ; takes Eu, 243 ; threatens j 

vengeance on Rodolph, 244; accepts the propo- 
fitions offered by Rodolph, ib* ; joins Lewis the 
Fourth, 245; a war carried on by him for eigh- 
teen years, 249; his death, 2jo. 
Holy Thnrfday, prafticc of walhing the feet of the 

poor on that day, originated with king Robert, 
226. 

Holy War, the firft againft the Saracens takes place 
jn the reign of Philip the Firft, 311; leading caufes 
of that memorable event, 313 ; accurate account 
of its preparation and profecution, 314 ; the fe- 
cond, likewife againft the Saracens, in the reign 
of Lewis the Seventh ; who goes in perfon, 346 ; 
detail of the events in that crufade, 347, 348 ; 
another againft' the fame power in the reign of 
• Philip the Second, 384, hiftory of, 390, 395; an- 
other againft the Albigenfes, by Lewis the Eighth, 
425; another againft the Saracens, by Lewis the 

. the Ninth, ib. ; account of that expedition, 417, 
419; another by the fame monarch, 466; ano- 
ther attempted againft the Saracens, by Philip the 

Third, 477; projeft abandoned, ib, 
HoKomusand Theodosius reign over France 



when the Franks furprife the city of Treves, 19, 
Hugh Capet, founder of the Capetian race,ftate 
of the kingdom on his acceffion, 260, 265 ; Laon 
taken by Charles, 26 Hugh defeated before 
that place, and with difficulty efcapes, 266; at 
length gains a victory, ib.\ retakes Rheims, ib. ; 
raifes Arnoul to the fee of that city, 267 ; his per- 
fidious conduct, ib. ; gets his enemy, Charles, to- 
gether with all his family, into his poffeffion by a 
ftratagem, 268 ;■ convenes an ecclefiaftical coun- 
cil, memorable fpeeches of the bifhop of Orleans, 
ib. ; difpute with the pope refpecling the decifi- 

• ons of that counfel ; death of Hugh, 269 ; his 
character, 270 ; inftitution of the peerage falfely 
afcribed to him. 

I. and J. 

Jews expelled from France, 378; on account of a 

• crime falfely imputed to them, eighty burnt alive, 
3qf; banifhed France, but, on paying an exhor- 
bitant fum of money, are permitted to return, 
421 ; forced to wear a badge of diftinftion ; far- 
jhef oppreffed, 437 ; other edids againft that un- 



fortunate people, 4505 again banifhed, and their 

effects confifcated, 517; again terribly perfects 
ted by the pajionreaux, are befieged in Verdun, 
their vigorous defence, ib. ; maffacred, 5J9; ma- 
ny of them killed at Touloufe, ib.; engage in 
the diabolical fcheme of poifoning all.ihc water 
in the kingdom, 560 ; attempts for that purpofe 
at feveral places detected, horrid bloodflied confe* 
quent on that detection, 56 1 . 

Inqnifithn firft founded in France, 407 ; permanently 
eftablilhcd in that kingdom, 434 ; its powers and 
authority, 435. 

Interregnum of feven years, after the death of Tin* 

erri the Fourth, 1 46 — 150; another of fix months 
after the death of Rodolph, 245 ; another on the 
death of Lewis X. 546. 
John the Firfi born, lives but five days, 550, 
John king of England, wrefts the crown from Ar- 
thur, 401; war "with France, peace, 401; di- 
. vorces his queen, and takes Ifabella, who like- 
wife had a hufhand, 402 ; war with France again, 
ib. ; fuppofed to be the murderer of prince Ar- 
thur, 403 ; fuffers Philip of France to make the 
conqueft of Normandy, 404 ; takes Montauban, 
with a confiderable booty, 405 ; confents to a truce 
for two years, 406 ; his difpute with the pope, is 
excommunicated, 410; reconciliation, 411; re- 
figns his crown to the fovereign pontiff, ib,\ 
great naval engagement with the fleet of France, 
in which 300 fail are taken, and ioodeftroycd, 

412; tigns Magna Charta, 413; terrible difpute 
between him and his barons, 414 ; his death, 416. 
Jonas the monk, his affertions refuted, 86, 
Jjabdla$ queen of England, her perfidious and lafci- 
vious conduft, 567; leaves her hulband Edward 
II. and lives in open adultery at the court of 
France, 569; fecretly protected by the king 
of France, 570; occafions a war between 
thofe two powers, 571; forced to depart that 
kingdom, /£. ; repairs to Hainault, or Holland; 
with the afliftance of that power invades England ; 
depofition, imprifonment, and murder of Edward, 
ibid. 

he tot, kingdom of, eftablifhed, 45. 
Jitftke, adminiftration' of, in the feventh century, 



ioij 102, 103. 



K. 



King, title of, given by Clotaire the Second to his 
fon ; firft inftance of a fon's being affociated with 

a father in that dignity, 105. ( . 

Knights % various Orders of, on the commencement oj 
of the firft holy war, 315. 

Hofpitallen, 31 c. 

■ TemflarS) fee TemfbtPt 
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L. 



Lateran, council of, their decree againft heretics, 
419. 

teger, bifhop of Autun, his excellent character, 124 ; 
indecently treated by Childeric, 127; befieged 
in Autun ; furrenders himfelf ; his eyes put out, 
1 30 ; afterwards beheaded, ib. 

Lens ox Ek?ia, city of, a nuptial feaft there interrup- 
ted, and the bride carried off by the Romans, 23. 

(See the Plate.) 
Lepers, prevailed on by the Jews to attempt to poi- 

fonall the water in France, 55*9 ; that horrid at- 
tempt fruftrated, 960. 
Le Roiy Peter, heads the Flemifti revolters, 5 1 r ; im- 
prifoned, releafed, ib.\ his courage; defeats the 
French army with immenfe (laughter, 5 1 2, 
Lewis the Firjl proclaimed king and emperor ; ac- 
quires a reputation for piety, igi ; affembles a 
council for redrefs of grievances, 192 ; affembles 
another to regulate the canons, 194.; declares Lo- 
thaire his folc heir.-, ib. ; a confpiracy againft Lew- 
is, who repels it, and punifhes the confpirators, ib. ; 
other revolts, likewifc put an end to, 195; his 
fons revolt, ib. ; his perfon feized by them, 197 ; 
fet at liberty ; publicly pardons his fon Lothaire, 
198 ; they again revolt, ib.; their caufe efpoufed 
by pope Gregory ; arrogance of that pontiff, 199 ; 
is reproached by Lewis ; fuccecds, however, in 
corrupting the troops of Lewis, 200 ; that prince 
depofed, ib.; does public penance, ib. ; his death 

and charafter, 201. 
Lkwis the Second fucceeds Charles the Second, 223 ; 
- the ceremony of his coronation repeated, at his 

own defire, by pope John, 224; marches againft 

the marquis of Septimania, who had revolted ; 

feized with a violent diforder; dies, fufpe&ed to 

be poifoned, 225. - 
Lewis the Third and Carloman fueceed Lewis 

the Second, 226 ; their inauguration delayed; till 

the kingdom was properly divided, 227 ; the per- 

. fid bus behaviour of Bofon towards them; they 
march againft: the rebels ; are compelled to fepa- 
iate> 228; Lewis gains a complete vittory over 
the Normans, ib. his premature death, 229. 

Lewis the Fourth, on the death of Rodolph called 
to the throne, 246 ; a confederacy againft him, 
ib. ; oppofes fpiritual weapons to the confpirators, 
\vhich have thedefiredeffedi, and a reconciliation 
takes place, 247 ; firft treaty with England, ib. ; 
expels the biihop of Laon, ib.; is himfelf defea- 
ted near that place, 248 ; his extraordinary threat 

■ t0 young Richard, 249 ; is again defeated and 

taken prifoncr, ib. \ being fet at liberty marches 



at the head of 180,000 men againft the rebels* 

who decline the combat, 250 ; again has recourfe 
to the fpiritual authority. ; ah accommodation ef- 
fected by thofe means, ib.; his death, ib. 5 hia 
charadter, 251. 
Lewis the Fifth afcends the throne amidft the con- 
tempt of all his fubje&s, 255; dies, fuppofed to 
be poifoned, either by his mother or his wife, 
ib. ; by his death, the Carlovingian race extinft^ 
256 ; remarks on that race, ib. ; feftivals during 
the reign of that race, 257. 
Lewis the Sixth, horrid attempts on his life by his 
mother-in-law, 31 1, his coronation, 319; diftur- 
bance between him and Henry the Firft of Eng- 
land, followed by various commotions between 
thofe two powers, 32b; caufe of that " difputc* 
321; an infurreftion excited in France, quel- 
led by the courage of Lewis, ib. ; is himfelf de- 
feated, 322 ; marries Adelaide, ib. ; declares war 
againft England, and marches an army into Nor-* 
mandy, takes Andely, and feveral other places, 
324; oppofed by Henry, king of England ; bat- 
tle at Brenneville, Lewis is defeated, and narrow- 
jy efcapes being taken a prifoner 5 his fpeech, and 
heroic courage on that occafion, ib. ; peace con- 
cluded, 326; hoftilities again commenced be- 
tween thofe two monarchs, 327 ; immenfe army 
of Lewis, 328 ; peace again concluded, 329 ; dis- 
putes between him and the clergy ; fanatical let- 
ter of the abbot of Clairvaux to the pope on that 
occafion, tb.\ aflbciates his fon Philip to the 
throne, 331; death of Philip, ib. ; death of Lcw- 
* is, his charafter, ib. ; various laws and regula- 
tions eftabliflied in his reign, 332 — 336. 
Lewis the Seventh, his marriage with Eleanora, 331; 
punifhes the rebels in Orleans, 341 ; quarrels with 
the pope, 343 ; lays wade the country of Cham- 
pagne; takes Vitri, fets fire to the church there^ 
upwards of 130© fouls gerilhed in the flames, 344; 
fecond holy war began, ib. ; determines to affume 
the crofs, and repair to the Holy Land, 346 ; goes 
on that expedition, at the head of 200,000 troops* 
ib.; arrives at Conftantinople, duplicity and perfi- 
dy of the Greek emperor, 347 ; defeats the 
Turks with prodigious ilaughter, 348 j attacked 
by a band of Saracens, fmgly repulfes them, ib. ; 
(See the Plate) meretricious conduft of his wife 

Eleanora, ib. ; arrives at Jerufalem, lays fiege to 
Damafcus, forced to relinqunh the enterprife, re- 
turns to his own dominions, 349 ; divorces Elea- 
nora, 350 ; makes incurfions into Normandy* 
takes Vernon, 352; his marriage with Ccnftance, 
undertakes a pilgrimage to the tomb ofSc James, 
y< ib.; his wife Conftanee dies in child. bed. 35*4; 
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marries Adelade, invafion of Henry the Second 

of England, 355 ; P eace > 356 ; grand interview 
between Lewis, the pope, and the king of Eng- 
land, ib. ; war with England, 360 ; truce, peace, 
, ib. ; aflifts the fons'of Henry in a plot againft their 
father, 368 ; hoftilities again commenced between 
thofe powers, ib. ; Lewis lays fiege to Verneuil, 
369; forced to raifc the fiege, ib.\ conference" 
with Henry ineffectual, ib. ; attempts to take 
Rouen by a ftratagem, 371 ; difgracefully repul- 
fed, ib. ; another conference, peace concluded, 
372 ; remarkable preamble to the treaty, 373 ; 
vifits the tomb of Bccket, 374; has his fon Phi- 
lip crowned, ib. \ dies, his character, 375. 

Lewis the Eighth, crowned, 424; declares war a- 
gainft England, takes Poitou, and feveral other 
places, ib, ; his career flopped by the arrival of the 
Engliih army, contents to a truce for three years, 
426 ; refumcs the crofs, and marches againft the 
Albigenfes, 425; takes Avignon after a great 
flaughter, 426 ; proceeds to Montpelier, where he 
dies, ib,; his charadter, ib. 

Lkwis/£* Ninth) (furnamcd Saint Lewis,) crown- 
ed, 428; rebellion . breaks out, 429; rebels af- 
fifted by the Engliih, ib. rebellion quelled, 430 ; 
plan for feizing the young king's perfon- rendered 

431 ; another revolt quelled, 432 ; fane- 
tions the inquifition, 434; war with England, 
Lewis takes Angiers, Amiens, &c. 436; king of 
England withdraws his forces, truce for 3 years, 
ib. ; opprelfion of the Jews, ib. ; marries Marga- 
ret, 437 ; Englifh aflilt the count de la Marche 
in a rebellion, are defeated, and forced to fly, 
440; truce with England for five years, 441 ; 
Lewis, being feized with a dangerous diforder, 
"vows to repair to the Holy Land, 444; prepara-' 
tions for that expedition, 445; departs, with an 
immenfe fleet and army arrives at Egypt, and 
lays fiege to Damietta, 448 ; dreadful engage- 
ment, in which the French remain matters of the 
field, ib. ; diftrefs of the French army; Lewis is 
taken prifoner, and forced to purchafe his liberty 
by a heavy ranfmn, ib. ; departs for Paleftine, 
449; on the death of his mother returns to 
France, ib, ; interview with the king of England, 
450; impartial adminiftration of juitice by Lew- 
is, 4 5; 1 ; his enthufiafm, attempt of a Jacobin to 
mske him renounce the world, 493 ; the king's 
anfwer, ib. j-filences his fon Lewis by a blow, me- 
morable fpeech of the young prince on that oc- 
• cafion, 454; negoeiations and treaties, ib. ; hifto- 
rical account of the ftate of affairs in Sicily and 
p2leftine> 455, 456, 457, wholefome regulations 



adopted by Lewis, 460 ; hears and decides as 

appeal between the king of England and the earl 
of Leicester, ib. ; the decifion disregarded hy that 
turbulent nobleman; conquered by the kino- of 
England, and the rebellion totally quaihed, 461 • 
ftate of Sicilian affairs, 462,463; Lewis plans 
another expedition againft the infidels, 464; de- 
parts with a numerous retinue, 46; ; lands near 
Tunis, Carthage taken, death of Lewis, 467 ; his 
character, ib. ; regulations adopted in his reign, 
468, 472. 

Lewis the Tenths ftate of furrounding nations, on 
his acceflion, 536, 537 ; confpiracy in the province 
of Sens, 540; quelled, ib.; his unjuft conduct 
towards Marigny, 542; marries Clemence, daugh- 
ter of the king of Hungary, 544; lays fiege to 
Courtray ; diltreffes of the French army in this 
campaign ; Lewis forced to raife the fiege, ib.; 
grants the Flemings a peace, 545 ; again revolt; 
commiifioners fent into the provinces to remedy 
abufes; two of .the delinquents hanged, ib.; death 
of Lewis, ib.; his character ; leaves a great lega- 
cy as an atonement to the children of jVlarigny,:i. 

Lor, James de, and his wife and fervant, apprehen- 
ded for praclifing magic, his wife burnt, his fer- 
vant hanged, and himfelf fuppofed to be privately 
put to death, 542. 

Lo th aire, fuccceds Lewis the Fourth; reduces 
Arras, Douay, &c. 25:2 ; feizes Metz, 253; afib- 
ciates his fon Lewis with him ; dies ; his tomb ftill 
to be feen; poifon fuppofed to be the caufeofhis 
death, 254;- his chara&er, ib. 

Maimers, inftance of the ferocity of in a queen, 70. 

Manuel Comnemis, the Greek emperor, his luxurious, 
inceftuous, and perfidious character, 34.6 ; his trea- 
cherous conduft towards Lewis the Seventh, 347- 

March, count de la, raifes a commotion, 440; his 
defeat, and abjecT: fubmifiion, \\\. • 

Marig?iy, Euguerrand de, great honours heaped oil 
him, 540; becomes an objeft of public indigna- 
tion; hatred borne to him by the count of Valois, 
ib.; unjuftly accufed, his noble defence ; imprifon- 
ed, and his effects confifcated, ib.; articles of the 
profeeution exhibited againft him, 541 ; unjuft 
mode of proceeding againft him, ib.; mock trial, 
witnefies fuborned, Marigny condemned, and exe- 
cuted, 543 ; his body treated with indignity, ib. 

Martel, Charles, fee Charles MaricL 

Mayor of the Palace, that officer firft mentioned in 
the reign of Sigebert, king of Auftrafia, 51. 

Meals, number of difhes at, regulated by law, 535. 

Mekoveus fuccceds Clodian, after a conteft witjj 
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his fon, founder of the Merovingian race ; his 
beautiful perfon, 2 5 5 dies in the tenth year of his 

reign, 26. • 
Merovingian race began, 2?; extinft, 152. 

Menu, John de, the poet, 533. ^ < 

Mijji dominkh a name given to commiffioners fent by 
the French kings, 193; their powers, [94. 

Monafteries erefted, 94; greatly rcforted toby peo- 
ple of the firft rank, 99, 96. 

Monafik orders inftituted, 319, 340,, 427, 467. 

MoHtftrrat, marquis of, affafiinated, 392. 

Mortimer, Roger de, his adulterous connexion with 
Ifabella, queen of England, 569. 

N. 

Navgis, William de, the famous hiftorian, fome ac- 



count of, 533 



O. 



Oaf b f ancient manner of verifying circumftances, 68 ; 

curious one taken by Lewis, 205. 
Or'tjiamme, firft made ufe of, 332. 

P. 

Pallium, defcription of the, 84. 

Parih only afmaUifland, 233; befteged; manfully 

defended, ib. 

church of, foundation of, afcribed to Childe- 

bert the Firft, 48. 

univerfity of, receives its firft ftatutes, 421. 
Pafloureetux * fed of religious fo called, their ridi- 
culous and fanatical conduct, 558; perfecutethe 
Jews, occafion the maflacre of 500 of that people, 
559; at laft difuerfed, after committing various 

depredations, ib. 

Peerage, inftitution of, falfely afcribed to Hugh Ca- 
pet, 269; fome account of, 270,271. 

Pepin appointed duke or governor of Auftrafia, 1 30 ; 
bis amazing extent of power, 131; fubdues th> 
Bavarians, Saxons, and the Stievi, 1 32 ; dies, i 38. 

Pepin, fon of Charles Martel, and firlt of the Car- 
lovingian race ; crowned at Soiflbns, in a very 
fplendid manner, 153 ; defeats the Saxons, 1545 
affemblcs a parliament, ib,; makes a large dona- 
tion to the church of St. Peter, 155; puniflies 
Aftolphus by a heavy tribute, ib.; extends his 
proteftion to the pope, 156; his death and cha- 
racter; remarkable anecdotes of him, 1^-7. 

Peter the Hermit, the inftigator of the firft holy war, 

Phauamond, king of France ; events of his reign 
uncertain \ had two, fons, Clodian and Clenus, 
their hiftorv likewife involved in obfeurity, 19. 

Philip the Firft, fucceflbr to Henry f be Firft, 289 ; 
his firft expedition into Flanders, 29$; his army 
defeated nearCaflel; accepts an alliance, which 

is ftrengthened by his marrying Bertha ; daughter 
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of Robert, 300 ; fends feveral armies to the atfift* 
ance of the Spaniards ; who return laden with glo- 
ry and riches, 307 : divorces his queen, who dies 
broken hearted, ib.; demands in marriage Emma, 
daughter of the duke of Sicily, that lady arrives 
at the court of Philip, who meanly difmifles her, 
and retains her fortune, ib.; marries Bertrade, al- 
ready a married woman, 308 : threatened with 

for his condudt : the pope's mi- 
nifters treated with the greateft indignity, ib.; 
Philip is excommunicated, the effects of the ex- 
communication, 309 : becomes vicious and indo- 
lent : alarming ftate of the kingdom, ib.; his fon 
Lewis takes meafuresfor repreffing the tumults, 
which he accomplilhcs, ib.; the marriage of Phi- 
lip with Bertradc confirmed, 311; firft holy wac 
takes place in his reign, 312 : circtimftances pro- 
ductive of that event, ib. — 316: his death and 
character, 317. 
Philip the Second^ his fright in the foreft of Com- 
piegne, 374: his coronation, ib.; marriage with 
Ifabella, ib.; various fumames, 377 : a rebellion 
breaks out in Flanders, which, he fpeedily fup- 
preffes, ib.; difpute, and accommodation with 
England, ib.; his cruel treatment of the Jews, 3 78 : 
another revolt of the county of Flanders, fpeedily 
quelledi 379 : rupture with his queen, and lading 
reconciliation, war with England, 380: truce 
concluded for two years, ib.; prepares for an ex- 
pedition to Paleftine, 382 - r war with England, 
384; takes Ferte-Bemard, Mons, and feveral 
other places ; peace with England : humiliating 
terms impofed on Henry, king of England, 386: 
fets off, accompanied with 100,000 troops, or* 
his expedition, 390 : befieges and takes the city 
of Ptolemais, 391 : his duplicity to Richard, king 
of England, 392 : returns to France, ib.; orders 
eighty Jews to be burnt alive, 395 : breaks his 
oath of friendmip to Richard, and invades Nor- 
mandy, where he is repulfed, ib.; figns a truce, 
ib*; marries Ingelburga, ib.; divorces her, and 
marries Agnes, 396: forced to take Ingelburga 
again, and fend back Agnes, 397 : war againft 
England, Evreux taken, and the garrifon mafia- 
cred by Richard, 399: Philip rerakes Evreux, 
and malTacres the Englifli and inhabitants, 
defeated at .Freteval) and forced to fly, ib.; his 
_ perfidy at Vaudreuil, again defeated, 400 : peace, . 
ib/; again broken, ib.; peace again, 402 : con- 
ference with John, king of England, 403 : the 
treaty broken by John, ib.; John obtains a vic- 
tory, ib.; Philip takes feveral towns in Upper Nor- 
maridv, 404; his rapid fuccefs, 40;: a truce for 

two y ears agreed on, 406 : his propofed invafion of 



1 N t> 



England : Englifti obtain a complete viftory by fea, 
412: battle of Bovines, hislife in imminent danger, 
gains the viftory : 30,000 faid to be flain,^^ : 
invited by the Englifh barons to take part in their 
- caufe againft John, 414 : fends his fon Lewis with 
7,000 troops for that purpofe, 415: oppofed by 
the pope, and Lewis excommunicated, ib. : Lew- 
is marches in defiance of the pope, takes Rochef- 
ter, ib. : acknowledged king of England by the 
nobles, ib. : fubdues moft part of England : his at- 
tempts onDover ineffeftual,4i6: lofes the affefti- 
ons of the barons, who take up arms againft him, 
ib. : defeated by theEnglifh,4i 8 : French fleet like- 
wife difperfed with great lofs, ib. : makes a peace, 
evacuates England, and returns to France, 419; 
Philip grants a truce for four years; ib. : death of 
Philip, 420 : his character, ib. 
Philip the Third) engaged in a cru fade when his 
father died, 472 ; grants a truce for ten years, 
and returns to France ; accidental death of his 
queen Ifabella, 473; takes a tour through his 
dominions, and quells a revolt, 475; receives 
the homage of the king of England, 477 ; pre- 
parations for a renewal of hoftilities againft the 
infidels, diftreffed ftate and final expulfion of the 
chriftians from Paleftine, ib. ; project abandon- 
ed, ib. ; Philip marries Mary, 478; diffentions 
: of the Navarrefe, 48 1 ; Pampeluna taken, shock- 
ing maffacre, ib.; rebellion quelled, 482; war 
againft the king of Caftille, 483 ; impeded by 
an order from the pope, ib. ; Gironne befieged, 
and taken, 490 ; French totally defeated at fea, 
and 30 (hips taken, ib. ; retreat of Philip, ib. ; 
his death and character, 491. 
Philip the Fourth, fucceeds Philip the Third, ib. ; 
difpute between a Norman and an Englifh failor 
productive of a rupture between France and 
England, 492 ; cruel proceedings of both na- 
tions by fea, 493 ; another account of the caufe 
of that rupture, 494 ; ?iote ; war commenced, 
. 495 5 Englifh take Bayonne, and feveral other 
places, 496 : Podenfac taken by the French, 
and 50 of the prifoners hanged, ib, ; Dover ta- 
ken and burnt, ib. ; his fpirited refiftance to the 
meafures of pope Boniface ; account of the pro- 
ceedings of both parties in that memorable dif- 
pute, 497 — 498 : difpute terminated by the 
death of that pontiff, 511 : truce with Eng- 
land, 504: marches againft the count of Flan- 
ders, takes Douay and Bethune, ib. ; takes pof 
feffion of Flanders, ib. ; rebellion in that coun- 
try, 511 : Bruges taken, ib.; maflacre of the 
French troops there, 512 ; engagement between 

Sruges and Courtray, 30,000 French, and ma- 



ny of their principal nobility, left dead, : 
Flemings befiege Tournay, a truce for ei*ht 
months concluded, 514: war • re-commences 
terrible action takes place, in which the 
Flemings are defeated with confiderable lofs 
515:8 peace agreed on, ib. ; oppreflion of the 
prelates by Philip, 516: debafes the coin, 51 * 
518: infurrection in Paris, twenty-eight of the 
infurgents hanged, it. ; his fhameful treatment 
of the Jews, ib. ; unjuft proceedings againft the 
knights templars 519 : total extinction of their 
order, 527 : another difpute with Flanders 
truce agreed on, ib. ; dome flic calamity, the 
wives of two of his fons convicted of adultery, 
ignominious death of their paramours, 530 : 
death of Philip, 532 : his character, ib.: ac- 
count of eminent men who lived in his reign, 

533- 

Philip the Fifth appointed regent, 547 • quells a 
revolt in Artois, 548; crowned king, $p. 
agreement between Philip when regent, and tie 
houfe of Burgundy, 5C1 ; revolt in that coun- 
tr y> 55 2 I quelled, ib. ; fends an army into Flan- 
ders, ^53; an end , P ut t0 the wars with the 
Flemings, 554; religious difputes, 55 j; pro- 
duflivc of a war between the Vifcunti and the 
pope, 957 ; that pontiff affifted by Philip, 559- 
tcrmination of the difpute, ib.; preparations for 
another crufade, put a Hop to by intettine confu- 
fion, 561 ; attempts the reformation of various 
abufes, his death, ib.; character, 562. 

Placita, or ambulatory-parliaments, held by Go* 
taire, 101. 

Pope Boniface the Eighth, his memorable contcft- 
with Philip the Fourth, 498; particulars of that 
affair, and the fpirited oppofition of that mo- 
narch, 497 — jn ; curious letters, bulls, and 
remonftrances to Philip, 501, 502, 504, 509? 
jfo ; Boniface feized, his death, jn. 
Pope Gregory > the firft fovereign pontiff who had afty 
. connection with the affairs of France, his death, 

83. 

Pope Gregory the Fifth expelled from the holy fee, 
... 271; re-afcends it, 272 ; his barbarous treat- 
ment of his competitor, annuls the marriage of 
Robert, excommunicates him, and forces him 
to fubrnit to the fentence of divorce, ib. 

Poy Gregory the Seventh* his turbulent and afpiring 
conduct, 300 ; excommunicates, and depofes 
"the king of Poland, 3015 his infolent letter to the 
archbifhop of Rheims, his arrogance toward 
the Spaniards, to the emperor of Germany, with 
his infamous anathema againft that monarch; 

ibt} degrading humiliation of the emperor; 
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302 ; Gregory befieged, and efcapes, and at 

laft ends his days in exile, 303 ; his charafter, 

and remarks on his condu£i, ib. 
Pope Nicholas the Firft, writes to-Lothairc, kin<* of 

Lorraine, refpcfting the divorce of his wife, 

237; infolence of his envoy, ib.; dies, ib% 
Pragmatic Sanclion, firft iflued, 468. 
Prelibation, ftrange cuftom, fo called, (commonly 

known by the name of the law of Lombard? J 

468. 

Princejfes of the firft race, fome account of their 
rank, 75. 

Procida 9 John de, his inveteracy againft the French, 
486; confpires againft Charles, king of Sicily, 
hiftory and fuccefs of that tranfaftion, 488. 

Prodigies, three obferved by Clovis, previous to his 
engagement with Alaric, 35. 

Proftitutes, attempt to convert them by Peter de 
Roifli, partly fuccefsful, 379. 

Protades, murdered by the enraged foldiers, 83. 

Ptolemais, city of, taken, after a fiege of two years, 

and at an immenfe expence of blood and trea- 
fure, 390. 

. R. 

Rancingus affaflinated, 72. 

Raymond* count of Touloufe, fufpefted of the mur- 
der of Philip de Caftlcnau ; excommunicated, 
408 ; his degrading humiliation, ib. 

Regale, enjoyed by the firft French monarchs, ac- 
count of, 38. 

Regents, their power, 66. 

Richard the Firft) king of England, his farcaflic 
reply to the curate of Neuilli, 3S7 ; accompa- 
nies Philip to the holy war, ib. .; take Meffina, 
3S8 ; made prifoner, and loaded with irons, 
394; his undaunted behaviour, ib. ; releafed, 
ib. ; determines to punifli the French monarch 
for his perfidious conduft, 397; dies, ib. 

Riguntha, her diflblute life, 7 c. 

bert, fon of Hugh Capet, afcends the throne, 
371 ; the pope diffolves his marriage, 372 ; 
refilling to fubmit to that fentence, is excommu- 
nicated, and forced to acquiefce, ib. ; re-marries, 
ib. j takes count Bouchard under his proteftion, 
takes Melun, Auxerre, Sens, and Avalon, 273 : 
upwards of five years confumed in the reduftion 
of Burgundy, ib. : a horrid k£t of heretics ap- 
pears, their fuppretfion and execution, 274: af- 
fociates his fon Hugh with him in the govern- 
ment, who raifes a rebellion, afterwards fub- 
mits^ is forgiven, and dies, 275 : Robert oppo. 
fed in his intention of joining his fecond fon 
Henry in the' government, by his queen Con- 

fiance; perfifts, and crowns Henry, dies, 



ib. ; his excellent chara&er, ib. ; his humani- 
ty and charity, 276: obfervations on the prac- 
tice which obtained of monarchs afibciating their 
eldeft fons with them, 27g : ecclefiaftical coun- 
cils held during his reign, 2 So. 

Rodoi.ph comes to the crown, 243; his whole 
reign employed in reprefiing domeftic feuds and 
foreign invafions, ib. ; Herbert, count of Ver- 
mandois, leagued with others againft him, 244 ; 
compromifes with that nobleman, ib. ; his deaths 
245. • - , 

Rollo, the Dane, invades England, haraffes France, 
and impofes his own terms on king Charles, 240 ;. 
marries the daughter of that monarch, 241 ; his 

conversion to chriftianity, ib* ; receives the name, 
of Robert at his bhptifm ; barbarity to his wife, 

ibid. 

Romans make incurfions into Gaul, 10. 

S. 

Saladin, caliph of Egypt, takes the real crofs from 
the chriftians, 282 ; his death, and the memora- 
ble proclamation previous to that event, 294. 
Salic Law, inftitutedby Pharamond, account of, ig« 
Samo excites a revolt, chofen king by the infurgents, 
his arrogant behaviour to the ambaffadors of Da- 
obert, 112; Urbians and Sorabians go over to 
im ; an accommodation takes place, 1x3. 
Saxons, various wars and commotions with, 162, 

165, 168, 169, 176, 181 ; fee Charlemagne, 

Scoti.s, John Dun, fome account of, 533, 
Sc7iefchal of France, defcription of the duties of that 
office, 323. 

Showers of blood, and other portents, faid to 'precede 
the enormities committed by Fredegonda, 62. 

Sicilian vefpers, horrid maflacre fo called, 488. 

Sicily, Charles king of, his unbounded ambition, his 
controverfy with the pope, 484; fhameful treat- 
ment of the Sicilian women by the French gover- 
nors, 486 ; confpiracy againft Charles, ib. ; hor- 
rid maflacre of the French, 487 ; Charles dif- 
gracefully compelled to retire, 488; orders 150 
of the inhabitants of Naples to be hanged, ib. \ his 
death, 49 r, 

Sigebert, king of Auftrafia, heroic intrepidity of, 
51: marries Brunehaut, ib.; takes arms againft 
the-Huns, J4; affaflinated at Vitri, at the infti- 
gation of Fredegonda ; his excellent charatter, 
56. 

Simony, very prevalent in France, 85 ; again 21 8* 
Sneezing, various ancient opinions refpefting, 98, gg» 
Sophiflry, firft takes rife in thefchools, 393, 
Stephen, king of England, his death, 352, 
Surnames^ their origin, 260, 
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Templars, Knights, their eftablifti men t, 3i5;hanifa- 
ed France, 355 ; abolition of their order firft pro- 
jefied, 519; motives for that procedure, horrid 
and abfurd crimes and tenets attributed to them, 
ib>\ atifeized at once, and imprifoned, 520: in- 
terrogated by the inquifuion, 521 : tortured to 
extort confeflion, 523: fpirited appeal to the 
pope, ib. : deny tlieir confeffions extorted by 
torture, and fifty-nine of them burnt in a flow 
fire, ib. : noble behaviour and fpcech of the grand 
juafter, 526: the order profcribed and aboliflied, 
and all their effe&s confifcated, 527 ; the grand 
ifiafter and a nobleman burnt alive, 528 ; remarks 
on thofe proceedings, 529. 

Theobald, king of Auftrafia, forms an alliance with 
Jufiinian ; breaks it ; dies, 47. 

Thierri, king of Auftrafia, his charatter, 43. 

Thierri the Third fuccecds Childeric the Second; 
his conduft towards Ebroin, 130 : his perfon feiz- 
ed, 131 : his- death, ib. 

Thierri the Fourth, the kingdom governed during 
:moft of his reign by Charles Martel, 142, 143 : 
his death, 144. 

Tiers Etat (Thirl Eftate,) origin of, 338. 

Toukufe, Raymond, count of, ecclefiaftical tyranny 
exercifed againft, 432 : lingular method of con- 
ducing the war in his dominions, 433 : compel- 



to fubmlt, ik: again refills the authority of tfis 

church, 440: behaviour of the king of France 
on that occafion, 441." rehels againft the king 
of France, fubdued, and compelled tofign a trea- 
ty, 442. 

Tranfubjianiiaiion, difputc concerning the doftrine of, 
288. 

Troubadours, fathers of modern poetry, 422. 
Twelve Peers of France, firft chofen to aifift at the 
coronation of Philip the Second, 375. 

Tyre,, William, archbifhop of, enforces the neceffity 
of the third crufade, 383. 

w; 

ffiarrock, earl of Brittany, betrayed and flain, 73. 

William of Norma?2dj eftablilhes himfelf in the duke- 
dom, 291 ; account of the circumftances which 
gave rife to the conqueft of England, by that 
prince, 290 ; circumftantial detail of that event, 
298 — 305 : befiegeshia fon Robert in Gerberoy, 
ib. : narrowly efcapes being killed by that prince? 
ib. : his ferocious behaviour on that occafion, ib. : 
raifes the-fiege, 306 : a reconciliation efFefted be- 
tween him and his fon, ib. : vows revenge againft 
the king of France, for a jocular fpeech reflecting 
on him, lays fiege to, and takes Nante, ib. t the 
definitive progrefs of his arms put a ftop to by 
his accidental death, ib* 
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PHILIP THE SIXTH 
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SURNAMED THE FORTUNATE. 



A. D. 1328.3 WE have feen the French monarchy, founded by Clovis, 
extend its limits by the conquefts of his fons ; comprehending two thirds of 
Europe, during the fplendid reign of Charlemagne ; its luftre diminilhed un- 
der the feeble defcenclants of Lewis the Gentle ; afliiming a new form from, 
the vigorous policy of Hugh Capet ; reftored to its former fplendor under Phi- 
lip-Auguftus ; become an objeft of envy to its neighbours from the flourifhing 
ftate to which it attained beneath the benignant influence of Saint Lewis ; and 
finally enlarged by the fourth and fifth Philips. Under fucceeding monarchs* 
the pi&ure we have to exhibit will be ftill more varied, marked with ftronger 
features, the'fhade more gloomy, the light more glaring. We fhall fee the 
kingdom alternately elevated and deprefTed j rifmg from the brink of deftrudtion 
to the fummit of fplendor, 

Charles the Fair had, as we have before obferved, on his death-bed, nomi- 
nated Philip of Valois to the regency, in the prefence of feveral noblemen 
who were then at court*. It is not known what anifwer they made to the king 
on this occafion, but certain it is, that, foon after his death, the principal 
nobility afTembled in order to deliberate on the matter. The. regency was 



juftly confidered as a ftep towardS^mb regal dignity ; fince whoever obtained it 
might, from having the whole fofce of the kingdom at his ^ifpofal, eafily 
procure himfelf to be proclaimed king, in cafe the^queen flaould give birth to a 
daughter; great precautions therefore were deemed neceffary in making; this 
important choice, and great intereft was made to become the objeft of it* 
Two princes laid claim to the regency — Edward the Third, king of England^ 
eldeft fon of Ifabella of France, who was fifter to the three laft monarchs ; 
and Philip of Valois, fon to Charles of France, their paternal uncle. — Edward 

lent ambafladors to Paris to enforce his claim ; and thele pleaded his caufe be* 



* Spicil. torn, iii. p. 

A 2 



4 1 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1328. 

fore the court of peers ^ and before all the barons- of the realm*. They were 
prodigal of gold and promifes, and employed all the arts of feduftion to ac- 
complifh their purpofe, but in vain ; the barons, convinced of the validity of 
Philip's pretenfions, confirmed the choice of their late monarch, and promoted 
that prince to the regency. Indeed, the claim of Edward was too frivolous to 
admit of a debate ; we have feen, v that, for eleven fucceffive generations, 
that cuftom invariably obtained, which excluded females from the throne of 
France, and it had recently been confirmed, under Philip the Fifth, by an ex- 
prefs law, propofed by the ftates-general of the kingdom ; tofuppofe, therefore, 
that thefe objeds of exclufion could convey a right which they did not poiTefs 
themfelves, was as grofs an abfurdity as folly or ambition had ever engendered, 
Befides,. had the fons of excluded females been deemed competent to fucceed, 
Charles, king of Navarre, being defcended from a daughter of Lewis Hutin, had 
a fuperior claim to Edward. 

Philip diftinguifhed the commencement of his regency by a juft and fpirited 
exertion of authority ; great abufes prevailing in the collection of the revenue, 
he ordered a ftridt investigation to be made, in order that an adequate remedy 
might be applied. Peter Remy, fuperintendant of the finances, was, in confe- 
quence, arretted ; and, being convicted of peculation, was fentenced to die, and 
accordingly expired on a gibbet ; all his property, amounting to the enormous 
fum of twelve hundred thoufandlivres, was confiscated. The queen, duringthefe 
tranfa&ions, was delivered of a daughter, who was named Blanche, and who, in 
the fequel, married Philip, duke of Orleans. The regent was immediately pro- 
claimed king, amidfl: the acclamations of the people, and, with his wife, was 
crowned at Rheims, by the archbifliop, William de Trie. 

Immediately after his acceffionto the throne, Philip was called upon to decide 
a difpute, fomewhat flmilar to that which h&d occurred between him and Ed- 
ward, though it was to be determined on very different principles. The reader 
muft recollect, that Eudes the Fourth, duke of Burgundy, had, in the name of 
his neice Jane, daughter to Lewis Hutin, renounced, in favour of Philip the 
Long, all her pretentions to the kingdom of Navarre, andlikewile ceded, on cer- 
tain conditions, her rights to the provinces of Champagne and Brie, which, how- 
ever, were to revert to the princefs, in cafe the king, her uncle, fhoulddie with- 
out male heirs, which proved to be the cafe ; but his fon and fucceflbr Charles 
the Fair, by the conclufion of a fimilar treaty t, fecured to himfelf the fame ad- 
vantages. That prince, however, likewife died without leaving a male heir. 
Thus, according to the laws of Spain, which admitted the fucceflion of females 
to the throne ; and alfo, according to the common law of France, where women 
fucceeded to the great fiefs, Navarre, Champagne, and Brie, inconteftibly be- 
longed to Jane, now countefs of Evreux, as daughter and fole heirefs to the 

* ViUaret. t Prcuv. de l'Hift. d'Evf, 
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deleft fon of Jane, queen of Navarre. Her right, however, was difputed by 
the daughters of Philip the Long, and of Charles the Fair, under pretence that 
their fathers were pofieffed of thofe territories at the time of their death. Ed- 
ward of England too advanced his claim*, as fon to a filler of the laft monarch, 
and he fpared no pains to feduce the council of Pampeluna. Philip afTembled 
the barons and principal nobles of the kingdom, and, with their advice, pro- 
claimed the count of Evreux and his wife Jane, king and queen of Navarre ; 
an aft of juftice that gave his fubjefts a favourable opinion of his difpofition and 
principles. 

But Philip, unwilling to part with the provinces of Champagne and Brie,* 
propofed to the new monarch of Navarre an exchange, which, in confideration 
of the fervice he had rendered them, they confented to accept. By the deed 
of ceffton, the king and queen of Navarre renounce — cc purely, generally, ab- 
" folutely, perpetually, and for ever I" — in favour of the French monarch, his 
heirs and fncceifors, all the rights which they have or may have, to Champagne 
and Brie ; they make a full, pure, and true ceflion of the fame, without any 
reftriftion, and with a folemn engagement to make no future demand thereon* 
The king, in return, gave to the queen Jane the counties of Angouleme and 
Mortain ; a penfion of five thoufand livres tournois, to be paid out of the royal 
treafury, to her and her heirs forever ; a fecond penfion of three thoufand 
livres, alfo payable from the treafury, but flnce made chargeable on Benon, 
and-other lands in the diftrift of Aunis and in Saintonge ; and, laftly, the fum 
of feventy thoufand livres Parifis, for which he confented to pay her feven 
thoufand livres Parifis, per anniipi, from the royal treafury. Two conditions, 
however, were annexed to thefe ^grants : — Firft, that the princefs fhould hold 

them en Baronie-Pairie, as a fief, for which (lie was' to pay fealty and homage 
in the fame manner as for the territorial grants of Angouleme and Mortain : 

Secondly, it was ftipulated, that, if ftie fhould die without children, or if her 
children fhould leave no pofterity, thefe various grants (lion Id revert to the 
crown ; but that, if her hufband fhould furvive her, whether flie left children 
or not, he fhould enjoy for his life one half of what the king granted by the 
prefent treaty. _ , 

The prodigious difference, in the value of land, between the times we are 
now delineating and the prefent, here ftrikes us in a forcible point of view. 
The annual revenue of Champagne and Brie, was then eftimated at thirty thou- 
fand livres, fo that, reckoning according to the ufual mode of purchafe in thofe 
times, the two counties were worth three hundred thoufand livres. In the war 
of 1698, Champagne alone paid yearly to the king, exclufive of a poll-tax'of 
two hundred thoufand livres, two millions one hundred and fixty thoufand li- 
tres, for the land-tax ; befides which they paid, for various other taxes, tlie 

f fcynjer ; p. 3 and ?o» i Mem, de 1'AcacL des B. L. torn. xvii. p. 3085 et fuir, 
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furn of two millions five hundred and ninety-fix thonfand one hundred and 
eighty-four livres, nine fob* ; at the time this calculation was made (in 1762) 
the produce of the taxes, in the province of Champagne, amounted to more 
than double that fum ; a difference which could not polfibly arife from the in- 
tri nil c diminution of the value of money. In 1329, the mark of filver wa 
worth four livres, four fous ; in 1762, it was worth forty-eight livres ; confe- 
quently, the value of the livre had encreafedin the proportion of nearly twelve 
to one j according to which eftimation the revenue of the two counties ought 
not to exceed three hundred and fixty thoufand livres ; and, deducting a third 
for that of Brie, Champagne fhould yield two hundred and forty thoufand. 
This enormous augmentation cannot pofiibly be accounted for by any additional 
expence in guarding and defending the province ; it mull chiefly be afcribed to 
an excels of luxury in the fubjefts, and a want of economy in the fovereign 
The provinces were equally well defended in thofe days, and the people were 
Jefs oppreffed. * 

Such was the treaty which had been projected and determined in an alTemhly 
of the principal nobles of France and Navarre; but it was not ratified by the 
neceffary afts till the year 1336, when queen Jane attained her twenty-fifth 
year. That period muft be confidered as the true epoch of the annexation of 
the provinces of Champagne and Brie to the crown of France ; though the ex- 
prefs ordinance for that purpofe was not enafted till the reign of John, in the 
month of November, 1 36 it • 

The kings of Navarre, .indeed, continued to prefer a claim to thofe counties 
for fome time after, and, under the reign of Charles the Sixth, they obtained 

the ceffion of the duchy of Nemours, in lieu of their pretended rights, which 
were never again mentioned. 

While the king of France was occupied with this important affair, Lewis, 
count of Flanders, Nevers, and Rethel, came to do him homage for his terri- 
tories, and, at the fame time, to claim his protection againft the attempts of hi 
rebellious fubjefts, who had expelled him from his dominionst . Philip promif- 
ed him effectual afliftance ; but the feafon was already fo far advanced, that it 
feemed prudent to defer the intended expedition till the fpring. The king, 
however, fummoned a council, the members whereof, being averfe to a 
Flemifli war, which had hitherto been always productive of difgrace to the no- 
bility, were almofl unanimous in their opinion on the neceffity of delay. But 
Philip, burning with impatience to fignalife the commencement of his reign by 
fome aCt of eclat, call afignificant look at Gaucher de Chatillon, and exclaimed, 
in an expreffive tone of voice — " And you, Lord Conftable, what think you of 
cc all this ?— Bo you think it neceffary to wait for % more favourable feafon?" 

- M» de Bouhinv, Etat de la France, torn* iii. p. 533} et firiv. + Ordon. des Rois de France, torn* 

i\\ p. 212. J Spicii, torn, iii, p. 88 et feq. 



s 



I 



PHILIP THE SIXTH 




328.] 

Chatillon was an old nobleman, who had grown grey in the fervice : apprifed 

of his mailer's intentions, he did not, like the reft, enter into a long defence- 
of his opinion, but laconically replied — u Sire, -the feafon is never unfavourable 
u to the man who has a found heart." Philip, delighted with his anfwer, feized 



towards Cafiel, which he inverted, and ravaged the circumjacent country 



the aged warrior in his arms, crying out — u Let thofe who love, follow me I" 
An order was immediately iffued for the nobility to affemble forthwith under 
the walls of Arras ; and thofe who were either unable or unwilling to obey the 
citation, paid for their abfence by a pecuniary contribution. 

Philip, having paid his refpefts to the holy relics preferved at the abbey of 
Saint Denis, and obferved the fuperftitious ceremonies of the times, with the 
view to fecure the fmiles of the God of Peace on fcenes of rapine and bloodfhed, 
took the orifiamme from thence, and, advancing to Flanders, dire&ed his fteps 

The 

French army amounted to" thirty thoufand men, of which thirteen or fourteen 
thoufand were men at arms. Amongft the noblemen who accompanied the 
king on this expedition were, his brother Charles, count of Alericon; Philip of 
Evreux, king of Navarre ; the duke of Lorraine j the count of Bar ; the duke 
of Burgundy ; the dauphin of Vienne ; the count of Savoy ; the duke of Brit- 
tany ; Robert of Artois ; Gaucher de Chatillon, conftable of France j Lewis of 
Bourbon ; Miles de Noyers ; the count of Flanders, and his brother the count 
of CafTel ; William, count of Hainault, with his fon William, and his brother 
John ; Thierri de Brederole, and Alard d'Egmont. The rebel army, much in- 
ferior in numbers, was wholly compofed of infantry, confifting of peafants, fifli- 
ermen, and artifans, who had chofen for their general a fifhmonger named Co- 
lin Zannequin, or Dannequin, a man of a bold and enterpriflng fpirit, whofe 
courage and cunning, appeared to fupplyhis want of military experience. Such 
was the champion oppofed to a powerful monarch and fuch the troops whom 
as illuftrious a band of nobles as Europe could produce, was deftined to encoun- 
ter. But men fighting in the caufe of freedom difdain the vain trappings of 
rank, and fix their hopes of fuccefs on a far nobler foundation. The proud bat- 
talions of France looked down with fupercilious contempt oh their undifciplined 
foes, who, undifmayed by their fuperiority of numbers, prepared to meet them 
with undaunted refolution ; and, had not their valour been too precipitate, Phi- 
lip would have been compelled to retreat without glory or advantage. The 
Flemings had chofen a moft advantageous port, on an eminence, in the front of 
CafTel j on one of the towers of that town they hoifted the ftandard of defiance, 
on which was reprefented the figure of a cock, with the following couplet be- 



JiSath ; 



funnel re coq chante aura 



c Lc Rot CaJJel conquer er a* " 



f #.Whea tins cock fings, the king will reduce Cafjel/' 
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Zannequin, in the mean time, was bufily employed in forming a fcheme for 
fecuring by ftratagem a victory which he could not hope to obtain by open 
force. lie every day went to the French camp with filh, which he fold at a 
moderate price, in order to conciliate the confidence of the army, and to pro- 
cure greater liberty for obferving what patted-. He remarked, that the French 
remained a long time at table ; that, after their meals, they played and danced, 
and flept the during heat of the dayrthefe obfervations, together with the 
carelefsnefs of the different guards, induced the bold plebeian to form the de- 
flgn of carrying off the king. At the eve of St. Bartholemew, about two in 
the afternoon, an hour which he knew the French devoted to repofe, he divi- 
ded his troops into three bodies, one of which he ordered to march without 
noife to that quarter of the camp where the king of Bohemia commanded; a 
fecond was direfted to bend its courfe againft the part that was fubjevft to the 
orders of the count of Hainault ; and, placing himfelf at the third, he entered 
the camp in filence, and penetrated as far as the royal tent, which was negli- 
gently guarded. When the Flemings approached, the French imagined that it 
was a reinforcement come to join the king ; and Renaud de Lor, a noble cheva- 
lier, imprefTed with this idea, went out to meet them, and gently chided them 
for thus difturbing the repofe of their friends ; but, inftead of a reply, he recei- 
ved a wound from a javelin, which ftretched him on the ground. This was 
thefignal for battle; the Flemings inftantly drew their fwords, and cut down 
all before them. 

The alarm was immediately fpread throughout the camp, and confufed ex- 
clamations announced the danger to which the army was expofed. The firft 
who warned the king of his fituation was his confeflbr, a Dominican friar, 
whofe imagination Philip, at firft, conceived to be deranged by fear. He was 
foon, however, convinced that the danger was real ; and, having with difficulty 
procured fome one to arm him, all his knights and efquires having fought for 
fafety in flight, he mounted his horfe, and would fain have advanced to attack 
the enemy: but, being perfuaded by Miles de Noyers to wait till he had rallied 
his troops, that brave knight fixed the royal ftandard on a riling ground ; 
when all the cavalry haftenedto defend it. The Flemings were now attacked 
in their turn ; and, being completely furrounded, by the fuperior numbers of the 
French, they were all cut in pieces. " Not a man efcaped," fays Froiffard, 
u not a man fled, they were all killed, and lay one upon another, without ha- 
" ving ftirred from the fpot where the battle began. " The king, in a letter 
which he wrote on the fubjeft to the abbot of Saint Denis, makes the number 
of the flain, in this expedition, as well in the battle, as in different Ikirmifhes, 
amount to nineteen thoufand eight hundred. The French, it is faid, loft only 
feventeen men (an affertion fcarcely credible) though a conftderable number of 
horfes were deftroyed. 
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•Flanders now remained at the mercy of the conqueror, who, having taken 
the town of Caflel, reduced it to afhes.' Ypres, at the king's approach, deman- 
ded to capitulate, but Philip infilled on unconditional fubmiffion. The citizens 
were compelled to give five hundred hoftages, who were fent to Paris ; to ba- 
nifli all the principal infurgents, and to difmantle the city^ A prieft having en- 
deavoured to diffuade the people from fubmitting to fuch rigorous terms, was 
cowardly attacked by the French officers, when he took' refuge in a neighbour- 
ing houle, with fourteen others ; the houfe was immediately fet on fire 5 and the 
prieft and his companions periftied in- the flames. Bruges delivered a thoufand 
hoftages, and the other towns in proportion. The fortifications were every 
where deftroyed, and the privileges of the Flemings were demolished ; thefe, 
however, were reftored at a fubfequent period, though with confiderable modi- 
fications. The leaders of the revolt were then tried, when ten thoufand of 
them were condemned to die ; a fentence that was rigoroufly enforced in the 
courfe of three months*. The French hiftorians fpeak in terms of exultation 
of Philip's fuccefs in this expedition ; they triumph in his triumphs, and fuffer 
his barbarity to efcape without a (ingle reproach. But every friend to humani- 
ty muft fhudder at the indifedminate flaughter which tarnilhed the fplendour of 
his victories ; in the heat of battle, the principle of felf-defence may naturally 
rife predominant over every other confideration, and forcibly impel us to de- 
ftrdy where it might be pofiible to fpare ; but, without any fuch fHmulus, and 
in cool blood, to promote the fame mafTacre of our fellow creatures, dilplays 
a-favage ferocioufnefs of mipd, that every faithful hiftorian fhould hold up to 
the execration of pofterity. *The officers who attacked the unarmed prieft, ac- 
ted, in the firft inftance, as cowards ; in the feconcl, as affaffins; and the mo- 
narch who authorised fuch cQnduft, became an accomplice in their crimes, 
though his own barbarous proceedings were fo fuperior in magnitude, that, to 
fay he was an accomplice in mfurder, is to treat him with unmerited lenity. 

After the final reduction of Flanders, Philip fent for count Lewis, and thus 
addreffed him in prefence of the principal nobles in his army, whom he had pur- 
pofely afTembled — " Fair coufin, I came here at your requeft. Perhaps- you 
" gave rife to the revolt, by your neglett to render to your people the juftice 
" which is due to them j but that .is a point which I will not now examine. I 
" was obliged to incur a great expence for this expedition ; I have, confequent- 
" ly, aright to claim fome recompence ; but, I acquit you of all obligations 
u whatever, and reftoreyour dominions in a*ftate of peace and fubmiffion. Be 
" careful how you make me return for the fame purpofe ; ftiould your bad ad- 
" miniftration compel me to take up arms a fecond time, it would be lefs to pro- 
" mote your intereft than my own." Thus did Philip, by his own confeflion, 
rufti headlong into a war, without any previous enquiry into the merits of the 
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caufe he had undertaken to elpoufe ; and even ventured to punifli as rebels 
thofe whom he probably ought to have protected as oppreflcd vafTals ; for, by 
the feudal iyftem, every liege-lord was bound to extend the fame protection to 
his fub-vaflals, as to his immediate vafTals; and, indeed, the fub-vaflals had no 
other means of obtaining redrels for injuries, than by an appeal to the fupcrior 
lord. His conduct, therefore, in this inftance, independent of his cruelty, mud 
be confidex-ed as tyrannical and oppreffive. Yet could his hiftorian* exultingly 
exclaim, that he returned to his capital — all covered iviih glory ! and the monarch 
himfelf could prefume to vifit the churches, and infult the Deity with longs of 
triumph, mock profeflions of humility, and hymns of praife ! 

A. D. 1329.] Inflated with fuccefs, the king refoived to make his authority 
equally refpe&ed by all the valfals of his crown. Edward of England was now 
fummoned to do homage for his continental dominions, a ceremony which hi- 
therto he had omitted ; but his pride revolted at the idea of (hewing any de- 
gree of fubmiflion to a prince whom he confidered as his equal ; he therefore 
refufed an audience to the French ambafladors, and fent word to Philip, through 
his mother, Ifabella, that the fon of a king would never humble himfelf before 

the fon of a countt ; an anfwer which was deemed infolent, and was therefore 
puniflied by the feizure of his revenues arifing from the countries of Gafcony 
and Ponthieu. The king then fent frefli envoys to warn him, that, if he perfii- 
ted in his refufal to pay the required homage, all his fiefs in France would be 
forfeited to the crown. Edward was at a lofs how to aft j but the ftate of his 
affairs rendering it highly imprudent to engage in a war -with a prince fo power- 
ful as Philip, he fubmitted to the prefent neceffity, and wrote a refpe&ful let- 
ter to the kingt ; and, in compliance with the promife he there made, he appear- 
ed in the cathedral at Amiens, on the fixth of June ; but the pomp he displayed 
on this occafion fnfficiently ihewed, that his appearance was lefs intended to do 
honour to Philip, than to make a parade of his own wealth and power. He was 
drefled in a long robe of crimfon velvet, embelliflied with golden leopards!) ; he 
wore his crown, his fword, and Ipurs of gold j his retinuewascompofed of three 

bifhops, four earls, fix barons, and forty knights* 

The king, on his part, had omitted nothing which could add to the fpIciH 

dor of the ceremony. He was feated on a magnificent throne, with a crown 
enriched with precious ftones on his head, and a fceptre of gold in his jtyand* 
Standing at his fide, were the kings of Bohemia, Navarre, and Majorca ; with 
the dukes of Burgundy, Bourbon, and Lorraine ; the counts of Flanders, and 
Aleucon ; Robert of Artois • the conftable, Gaucher de Chatillon ; the grand 
chamberlain, John de Melun ; Matthew de Trie, and Robert de Bertrand, 
Hiarefchals of France ; John de Macigny, bifhop of Beauvais, keeper of the 

> 

* Villaret. + This is Villa ret's account of the tranfaflion ; but the continuatorof Nangisj with, 
greater appearance of juftxccj afcribes this reply to Ifabella herfdf. J Rymer, vol, iu p. 23- B ixCh 
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feals ; the bifhops of Laon and Senlis ; the abbots of Gluni and Corbie ; feveral 



other prelates, a numerous train of nobles, and all the chief olticers of the 



crown. 

As foan as the Englifh monarch approached the throne, he was commanded, 
by the grand chamberlain, to take off his crown, his {word, and his fpurs, and 
to place himfelf on his knees before the king — though his proud foul recoiled 
at the idea of fubmitting to this humiliating ceremony, he had advanced too 
far to recede ; but the workings of his mind were ftrongly depifted in his looks. 
The fame officer then laid — cc Sire, you acknowledge yourfelf, as duke of Gui- 
cc enne, liege-man of my lord the king, who fits here, and promife to bear him 
u faith and loyalty." The pride of Edward could no longer contain itfelf ; he 
peremptorily refuted to fay Yes, and maintained that he did not owe liege-ho- 
mage to Philip. After much altercation, the king confented to receive his ho- 
mage in general terms, on his promife to~confult the archives of his kingdom, 
immediately after his return, for the purpofe of difcovering what kind of ho- 
mage he ought to pay, and to fend over letters, under the great feal, explain- 
ing himfelf fully on the fubje£L The chamberlain then, altering the form of 
his addrefs, faid — u Sire, you own yourfelf a valTal of my lord, the king of 
u France, for Guiennc and its appurtenances, which you acknowledge to hold 
u of him, as a peer of France, according to the form eftablifhed by the differ- 
a ent treaties of peace concluded between his predeceflbrs and your own, ac- 
" cording to what you and your anceftors have done for the fame duchy to 
cc the former kings of France." Edward anfwered in the affirmative. " If 
" that be the cafe," faid the vifcount of Melun, "-the king, our fire, receives 
c< you, faving his protections and reftri&ions." Philip anfwered, u Yes," 
and kitted the laid king of England, whofe hands he held within his own, on 
the mouth. Thus finifhed this degrading ceremony, the mortifications attend- 
ing which the proud lpirit of Edward was ill calculated to fupport ; andthefe, 
together with the temptations arifing from the fplendour of the court, and the 
fertility of the country, led him to adopt the refolution of alTerting, the firft 
convenient opportunity, his prepofterous claim to the throne of France. 

A. D. 1330.] The attention of Philip was now called to a difpute which 



iubfifted between the nobility and clergy, concerning the limitations of then 



refpeftive rights*. Tired with liftening to the complaints, that were perpe- 
tually laid before him, of the encroachments of the bifhops, he began to fuipe& 
that thofe complaints might proceed from a fpirit of envy, excited by the fu- 
perior wealth of the clergy. In order, therefore, to inveftigate this matter, 
3s well as to remedy fome abufes in the church, he ordered them to repair to 
Paris, on the oftave of Saint Andrew, in the year 1330, in order to .defend 
their caufe. Twenty prelates accordingly , attended j viz. the archbifbops of 

* SpiciL Contin. Nangis ; Froiffard, 
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Bourges, Auch, Tours, Rouen, and Sens ; and the bifhops of Beauvais, Chalons, 
Laon, Paris, Noyon, Chartres, Coutances, Angers, Poiftiers, Meaux, Cambray, 
Saint-Flour, Saint-Brieux, Chalons-upon-Saone, and Autun. 

The king, being feated upon the throne, attended by the princes of the blood, 
the peers and barons of the realm, and the members of his council ; Peter de 
Cugnieres, who, on this occafion, difcharged the funfrions of kingVcounfel* 
lor and attorney-general, opened the caufe in a long fpeech, prefaced — as was 
ufual, in thofe times, in all orations, facred or profane — by a text from fcrip- 
ture: " Render unto Cefar, the things that are Cefar's ; and unto God, the 
c< things that are God's whence he took occafion to expatiate on the refpeft 
that was due to the princes of the earth, and on the neceffity of diftinguiftting 
between the temporal and fpiritual powei^s, the firft of which, he obferved, in- 
conteftibly belonged to the king, and the laft to the bifhops. He remarked 
that the clergy ought to confine their thoughts to the falvation £>f fouls; and 
being fufficiently occupied with the arduous duties of their profeifion, they 
fhould leave all temporal matters to the decifion of the fecular judges. Thus 
far Peter de Cugnieres had fpoken Latin ; but, fearing he fhould not be under- 
Hood by the nobility, and by a part of the prelates, fome of whom were not 
much verfed in that language, he continued his fpeech in French : — he faid, it 

his majefty's intention to rc-eftablifh the temporal power, and to coi>- 
fine each jurifdi&ion within its proper bounds. He then proceeded to exhibit 
fixty-fix charges againft the clergy ; the chief of which were the following 
.That the officials were guilty of ufurpation, in fubmitting to the decifion of the 
"bifhops' courts thofe queftions of property and poffeffion which were folely cog- 
nizable by the civil tribunals ; that, when a layman cited a clerk to appear, for 
a trefpafs on his property, before a fecular judge y the official prohibited the 
judge and the plaintiff from proceeding with the caufe, under pain of excom- 
munication, and a pecuniary fine ; that the officials fummoned laymen to appear 
before them, in matters>merely temporal, on the demand of either party, and 
refuted to fend them before the temporal judges ; that they often compelled lay- 
men to appear before them, at the fuit of ecclefiaftics difturbed in the pofTeflion 
of their paternal eftates ; that they eft ablifhed on the eftates of laymen, ecclefi- 
aftical notaries, who received contra&s, even in temporal affairs ; that, when a 
debtor, who was excommunicated on account of his debts, neglected to pay 
them, the fentence of excommunication was renewed, with additional penalties* 
and an injun&ion iffued to the fecular judge to conftrain the debtor to merit 
abfolution by paying; and, if the lay-judge did not obey, with fufficient promp- 
. titude, he incurred the fame cenfures himfelf, from which he could not obtain 
abfolution without paying the debts of the infolvent ; that the prelates, in order 
to > extend the ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion, admitted into- holy orders, indifcrimir 
lately, children, Jeffs ^ baftards, and married men, ignorant and unlettered, who 

had recQiirfe t;o the church in order to avoid a prifon, and the punifhment due 
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to their crimes ; that, when a thief was apprehended with the ftolen property 
about him, if be proved to be a clerk, the bifhop always reclaimed him, and 
compelled the fecular judge, under pain of excommunication, to deliver into 
the hands of the clerical judge the things ftolen, which had been ordered to be 
reftored to their right owners that, when a criminal, without any marks of an 
ccclefiaftic about him, who had been arrefted and detained by order of the 
king's officers^ in a prifon belonging to the fecular jurifdiftion, declared himfelf 
a clerk, the official immediately claimed him, without farther enquiry, and 
compelled the officers of the crown to give him up to the ecclefiaftical judge 5 
that criminals of this defcription, whether theives or affafiins, w 7 ere, notwith* 
{landing the cleareft proof of their guilt, conftantly acquitted, and, by favour 
of this dangerous privilege, efcaped the feverity of the law ; that the officials 
arrefted ecclefiaftics, in all places whatever, without applying to the judge of 
the cliftrift, and that, if any one attempted to oppofe them, he was threatened 
with excommunication ; that excommunicated perfons could not obtain abfo- 
lution from the officials without paying an arbitrary fine, which caufed many 
of them to remain in a ftate of excommunication ; that the prelates, by promo- 
ting clerks to be judges in their bailiwicks, exempted them from punifliment 
for malverfation in office ; that the clerical officers of juftice iflued prohibitions 
to all perfons indifcriminately, forbidding them to work for any one who was 
excommunicated, whether juftly or unjuftly,. by which means it often happened 
that the land remained uncultivated ; that the officials cited thirty or forty per- 
fons to appear before them, from whom they exacted pecuniary fines, under 
pretence that they had frequented the company of excommunicated perfons ; 
that, by means of ecclefiaftical cenfures and interdicts, often infli&ed on ac- 
count of fome private difpute, a whole province was thrown into confufion, 
and deprived of the confolation of public devotion, The orator flnifhed this 
long lift of grievances, by complaining that the officials arrogated to themfelves 
the right of taking inventories when any perfon died inteftate (though within 



they 



drawing up wills, and had officers folely for that purpofe, refufing to acknow- 
ledge the validity of fuch wills as had been confirmed by the proper civil offi-* 
cer, unlefs they themfelves had previoufly approved thera,- 

In anfwer tothefe charges, the clergy replied, by the mouth of Peter Ber- 
trandi, bifhop of Autun ; — 'that, when a clerk was attacked by a layman, whofe 
property he had invaded, he became the defendant, and it was right and law- 
ful that the fecular plaintiff fhould apply for redrefs to the natural judge of the 
defendant ; that it was on account of the fins committed by the man who refu- 
fed to reftore what he unjuftly detained, or to pay what he owed, that the offi- 
cials cited laymen to appear before them in perfonal actions ; that it was on ac- 
count of the facrilege committed,, by an attack on the perfou or property of the 
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clerk, of which none but the church could take cognizance, that the ecclefiat 
tical judges fummoned laymen to appear before them, at the requeft of a clerk • 
that the church had a right to take cognizance of contra£&r patted in a fecular 
court, particularly in cafe of the violation of an oath, or a breach of faith ; that* 
when the church had done all jfhe could with her fpiritual arm, {he was not on- 
ly authorifed but commanded, by every law, both human and divine, to employ 
the fecular arm — and, if the temporal judge negle&ed the admonition, and for- r 
bore to conftrain the excommunicated debtor to fatisfy the demand againfc him, 
fo that, by fuch negleft, the creditor loft what was due to him, no'pofuble in- 
convenience could arife from proceeding againft the judge himfelf ; that, with 
regard to the admiffion of two many perfons into holy orders, inflead of being 
a fubjeft of complaint, it was an objetf: of public utility, fmce, by increafing 
the number of God's fervants, he would, of courfe, be better fcrvcd ; that 
when the king's officers delivered up a thief to the fpiritual judge, they ought., 
of courfe, to. deliver up the thing ftolen, as that would principally Jead to efta- 
blifli the guilt of the culprit ; that a clerk, apprehended in a fecular drels, did 
not forfeit his privilege, if it was notorious that he was a clerk, and when his 
identity was a matter of doubt, the care of his perfon belonged to the ecclc- 
fiaftical judge, and the cognizance of his crime to the church $ that frequent- 
ly when a layman delivered up to the fpiritual power a clerk, whom he had 
caufed to be apprehended, he did not mention his crime to the judge, for 
which reafon he could not confeientioufly detain him ; that prelates and their 
officials were authorifed by laws^ both divine and human, to feize clerks when- 
ever they found them, fin ce the fpiritual jurifdi&ion knew no bounds j that as a 
fentence of excommunication was never iflued but for a mortal fin, the penance 
impofed ought always to include a corporal punifhment or pecuniary fine; 
that juflice was better adminiftered by clergymen who were verfed in the law, 
than by ignorant and unlettered laymen, for which reafon clerks were pre- 
ferred as provofts to others ; that all kind of- commerce with an excommunica- 
ted perfon was a mortal fin, and that, if the officials for fuch an offence, cited 
one or more laymen to appear before them, it was juft they fhould inilift a cor- 
poral punifhment or pecuniary fine for the fatisfattion of God and the church ; 
and laftly, that every prelate had a right to draw' up wills in his own diocefe, 
and, confequently, to take inventories, and diftribute the property bequeathed; 
and that it was the cuftom , withfeveral churches of the kingdom, not to ac- 
knowledge the validity of any will" that was drawn up by a notary of the arch- 
deacon's court, or any inferior court, unlefs it had been approved by the prin- 
cipal judge of the diocefe, becaufe, by trufling to fuch notaries, many forgeries 
and other abufes might occur, 

The bifhop of Autun wasafked, by the king's orders, for a copy of this re- 
ply ; but the prelates, after deliberating on the fubjeft, would only cdnfent to 
give in a memorial, containing the fubftance of their claims, in which they 
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requefted the king to fupport them. The aflembly was then difmiffed; and 

the following week, the bifliops repaired toVincennes, to know the king's inten- 
tions, when they were told by Peter de Cugniercs, that he meant, to fe cure, to 
them all their rights ; but this general declaration not contenting them, they 
returned two days after, when the king afTured them, by the mouth of the- 
archbifhop of Bourges, that they had nothing to fear ; that he promifed them 
they fhouldlofe nothing during his reign ; and that he would never fet the ex- 
ample of attacking the church. The archbifhop of Sens, after thanking Phi- 
lip, in the name of the clergy, complained of certain proclamations which ten- 
ded to infringe on the ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion : when the king himfelf replied, 

that thofe proclamations had been iifued without his orders, and that he disap- 
proved of them. The archbifhop was flill anxious to obtain a more clear and 
latisfattory anfwer ; but Peter de Cugnieres finally told him, in the king's name, 
that if he corrected thofe abufes which flood in need of correftion, the king 
would willingly wait till Chriftmas ; but that if, during that interval, no fleps 
fhould be taken for that purpofe, the king would apply fuch a remedy as would 
be agreeable to God and the people. 

On this occafion the king leemed to favour the clergy ; but the prefent dis- 
pute between the temporal and fpiritual powers became the foundation of all 
thofe quarrels which afterward occurred with regard to their refpe&ivejurifdic- 
tions, and the effeft of which was the confinement of the ecclefiaftical jurif- 
diftion within limits lefs extenfive. This reduction of the exorbitant power of 
the clergy might, indeed, be afcribed to another caufe, viz. the negleft of the 
bifhops to affemble provincial fynods, in which the body of the clergy combined 
to coniblidate their authority ; while the parliaments, being rendereclfedentary, 
confirmed their powers by never feparating 

Hitherto the reign of Philip had been profperous and happy, and the meafures 
he adopted for enfuring the felicity and welfare of his fubjefts feemed well cal- 
culated to give liability to his government. But Providence had placed on the 
throne of England a prince who was deflined to interrupt the profperity of 
France, and to caft a thick fiiadeover thefe pleafing profpe&s. The imperious 
diipofition of the two monarchs, rivals in glory as in intereft, joined to their 
mutual hatred for each other, laid the foundation of a. war, deftru&ive in its 
progrefs, and fatal in its eirefts. Edward, glowing with the fire of youth and 
ambition, beheld, in the king of France, a fuccefsfiil competitor who, not con- 
tent with having fecured a diadem which he was anxious to place on his own 
brows, and with having reduced him to the humiliating condition of a vaflal, v 
had endeavoured to add to the weight of feudal fervitude, by prefcribing the 
very terms of the homage he exacted from him. The king, well-knowing, what 
fentimerits fuch conduft mull infpire in the proud mind of Edward, and con- 
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vinced that nothing but a favourable opportunity was wanting to induce that 
prince openly to declare himfelf, determined to make him feel his dependence 
' on every occafion. A fhort time after the conditional homage paid by Edward 
at Amiens, he was preffed to give a clear and precife declaration of the nature 
of that homage ; and the duke of Bourbon, and the counts of Harcourt, Tan- 
kerville, and Clermont, were appointed, with fome other noblemen, to repair to 
England, > in order to receive this declaration in a formal and authentic manner. 
It was fome time, however, before the Englifh monarch could be prevailed oi> 
to give the required fatisfaftion ; though, at laft, he was compelled by a deed 
(which is preferved in Rymer'sFcedera) to acknowledge that he owed liege-ho- 
mage to the king of France for the duchy of Guienne, and the counties of Pon- 
thieu and Montr euil. 

This deed was delivered, - by Edward himfelf, to the king at Saiitt-Chriftopk? 
e?iHalate* ; and, in return, he received letters, of acceptance from the chan- 
cery of France. At this interview the Englifti monarch, notwithstanding his 
youth, acquired anafcendancy over Philip, which he ever after maintained, even 
in tlie moft intricate negociations. The two kings had agreed between themfelves 
on the marriage of a daughter of France with the infant Prince of Wales ; and 
Edward, on his return to England, fent ambafTadors to Paris, to fettle the terms 
of this alliance, which, however, never took place. 

The king's attention was now called to the ambitious attempts of his brother- 
in-law, Robert of Artois. That prince, as we have before {hewn, had fre- 
< quently enforced his claims to the county from whence he derived his name ; 
but the fuperior pretenfions of his aunt Maude had been confirmed by repea- 
ted fentences. Still, however, Robert perfifted in his efforts, and, on the 
death of the late monarch, he flattered himfelf that a fair profpett of fuccefs 
opened to his view. The friendlhip of the king, whofe fifter he had efpoufed, 
the fervice he had rendered him, in fupporting with all bis power and eloquence 
his right to the regency and to the throne, confirmed him in his hopes. Al- 
though two folemn verditts had fully eftablifhed the Validity of his aunt's pre- 
tenfions, he had theprefumption to fuppofe, that the authority of the laws would 
- bend before his influence, if he could give but the fmallefl colouring of juftice 
to his demand. ' 

But as he had no legal titles to prefer, he was induced to fupport his claim 
by forged deeds and falfe witijeffes.. Though hurried on by ambition, he did 
not at firfl purfue thefe degrading meafures with the fteady refolution of a vo- 
luntary culprit ; led, by faithlefs advifers, from error to error, through a fe- 
ries of intrigues, the origin of which was carefully concealed from him, he was 
not aware of his fituation till he had reached the brink of the precipice, and ho 
fi&d then advanced too far to retreat. 

• * Vjllaret, torn. viij. p. z6i* 
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jane de Divion, a native of Bethune, a woman of licentious conduct, who 
had facrificed her reputation to the gratification of her infamous paflions, was 
the author of this iniquitous myftery. She had been accufed by the public 
voice of having maintained a criminal intercourfe with Thierry d'Irechon, bi- 
fhop of Arras, minifter to Maude, countefs of Artois. The prelate, at his death, 
bequeathed her fome property which the countefs, his executrix, not only re- 
fufcd to deliver to her, but, at the fame time, banifhedher the province/ Di- 
vion upon this repaired to Paris, breathing vengeance j and, having procured 
admifDon to the countefs de Beaumont, wife to Robert, fhe told that princefs, 
that the bifhop of Arras, urged by remorfe, had, on his death-bed, delivered 
to her feveral letters which, confirmed the rights of her hufband to the county 
of Artois. The countefs, however, giving no credit to the tale, fhe applied 
to Maude, to whom fhe offered to reveal fecrets of the greateft importance; but 
this application proved as unfuccefsful as the former. She therefore changed her 
battery, and had recourfe to Robert himfelf, to whom (he made the fame over- 
tures as fhe had before made to the princefs. This falfe confidence having re- 
vived his ambition, he called upon her to fulfil her promifes, afluring her, at 
the fame time, that a reward for a fervice fo important, fhould even exceed 
her moft fanguine hopes. She immediately repaired to Arras, from whence fhe 
brought the paper in queftion, which was a letter, which, fhe affirmed, the bi- 
fhop of Arras had, in his laft moments, entruffced to her care, with orders to 
deliver it, after his death, to prince Robert. In this letter the prelate befbught 
his forgivenefs for having concealed, during his life, what would fully have 
eftablifhed the validity of Robert's claims to the county of Artois ; he confeffed 
that he had in his poflefllon certain deeds, th? duplicates whereof had been re- 
giftered in the proper court, but that a powerful nobleman of *\rtois having 
thrown them into the fire, they were afterwards erafed from the regifters : 
thefe deeds were — the marriage-contvatt of Philip (Robert's father) with 
Blanche of Brittany, by which the count of Artois (Robert's grandfather) fettled 
the county on his ion, and his ion's heirs ; — a ratification of this fettlement by 
the count of Artois ; — and letters patent of Philip the Hardy, confirming the 
preceding deeds. 

Robert having this pretended letter of the bifhop of Arras in his pofleflion, 
was convinced of the juftice of his caufe, nor had he the finalleft doubt of fuc- 
ceedingin the attempt, when he reflected that the king had frequently told him, 
if he could produce any aft whatever, tending to prove a donation, on the part 
of the late count of Artois, to his ion Philip, and, in cafe Philip fhould die be- 
fore him, to his heirs, he would immediately order the county to be delivered 
up to him. Hitherto, the conduct of Robert appears to have been ftrittly pro- 
per, as he had not the leaft fufpicion that the letter was forged. Having. pub- 
licly declared his intentions of renewing his claims to the county of Artois, the 

countefs Maude, alarmed at the report, caufed the fervants of Divion to beap* 
Vol. II, G 
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vinced that nothing but a favourable opportunity was wanting to induce that' 
prince openly to declare himfelf, determined to make him feel his. dependence 
on every occafion. A fhort time after the conditional homage paid by Edward 
at Amiens, he was prefled to give a clear and precife declaration of the nature 
of that homage ; and the duke of Bourbon, and the counts of Harcourt, Tan- 
kerville, and Clermont, were appointed, with fome other noblemen, to repair to 
England, ♦ in order to receive this declaration in a formal and authentic manner. 
It was fome time,- however, before the Englifh monarch could be prevailed on 
to give the required fatisfaftion ; though, at laft, he was compelled by a deed 
(which is preferved in Rymer'sFoedera) to acknowledge that he owed liege-ho- 
mage to the king of France for the duchy of Guienne, and the counties of Pon- 
- ; thieu and^MontreuiL 

This deed was delivered,- by Edward hi$nfelf, to the king at Saint-Chriftophe 
enHalate* ; and, in return, he received letters, of acceptance from the chan- 
cery of France. At this interview the Englifti monarch, notwithstanding his 
youth, acquired anafcendancy over Philip, which he ever after maintained, even 
in the moft intricate negotiations. The two kings had agreed between themfelves 
on the marriage of a daughter of France with the infant Prince of Wales j and 
Edward, on his return to England, fent ambaffadors to Paris, to fettle the terms 
of this alliance, which, however, never took place. 

The king- s attention was now called to the ambitious attempts of his brother- 
in-law, Robert of Artois. That prince, as we have before {hewn, had fre- 

* quently enforced his claims to the county from whence he derived his name ; 
but the fuperior pretenfions of his aunt Maude had been confirmed by repea- 
ted fentences. • Still, however, Robert perfifted in his efforts, and, on the 
death of the late monarch, he flattered himfelf that a fair profpeft of fuccefs 
opened to his view. The friendfliip of the king, whofe fitter he had efpoufed, 
the fervice he had rendered him, in Supporting with all his power and eloquence 
his right to the regency and to the throne, confirmed him in his hopes. Al- 
though two folemn verdifts had fully eftabliftied the Validity of his aunt's pre- 
tenfions, he had the prefumption to fuppofe, that the authority of the laws would 

* bend before his influence, if he could give but the fmalleft colouring of juftice 
to his demand. 

But as he had no legal titles to prefer, he was induced to fupport his claim 
by forged deeds and falfe wituefles.. Though hurried on by ambition, he did 
not at firfl: purfue thefe degrading meafures with the fteady refolution of a vo- 
luntary culprit ; led, by faithlefs advifers, from error to error, through a fe- 
jies of intrigues, the origin of which was carefully concealed from him, he was 
pot aware of his fituation till he had reached the brink of the precipice, and h9 
^d then advanced too far to retreat. 

• f Vjllafet, torn. viii. p# a(Sx» 
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Jane de Divi<?n, a native of Bethune, a woman of licentious condutt, who 
x had facrificed her reputation to the gratification of her infamous paffions, was 
the author of this iniquitous myftery. She had been accufed by the public 
voice of having maintained a criminal intercourfe with Thierry d'Irechon, bi- 
fliop of Arras, minifter to Maude, countefs of Artois. The prelate, at his death, 
bequeathed her fome property which the countefs, his executrix, not only re- 
fafed to deliver to her, but, at the fame time, baniflied her the province. Di- 
vion upon this repaired to Paris, breathing vengeance j and, having procured 
admiflion to the countefs de Beaumont, wife to Robert, {he told that princefs, 
that the bifhop of Arras, urged by remorfe, had, on his death-bed, delivered 
to her feveral letters whicK. confirmed the rights of her hufband to the county 
of Artois. The countefs, however, giving no credit to the tale, {he applied 
to Maude, to whom fhe offered to reveal fecrets of the greateft importance 3 but 
this application proved as unfuccefsful as the former. She therefore changed her 
battery, and had recourfe to Robert himfelf, to whom {he made the fame over- 
tures as fhe had before made to the princefs. This falfe confidence having re- 
vived his ambition, he called upon her to fulfil her promifes, aflliring her, at 

the fame time, that a reward for a fervice fo important, Ihould even exceed 
her moft fanguine hopes. She immediately repaired to Arras, from whence {he 
brought the paper in queftion, which was a letter, which, {he affirmed, the bi- 
fliop of Arras had, in his laft moments, entrufted to her care, with orders to 
deliver it, after his death, to prince Robert. In this letter the prelate bfcfbught 
his forgivenefs for having concealed, during his life, what would fully have 
eftablifhed the validity of Robert's claims to the county of Artois ; he confeffed 
that he had in his pofleflion certain deeds, th? duplicates whereof had been re- 
giftered in the proper court, but that a powerful nobleman of Artois having 
thrown them into the fire, they were afterwards erafed from the regifters : 
thefe deeds were — the rnarriage-contraft of Philip (Robert's father) with 
Blanche of Brittany, by which the count of Artois (Pvobert's grandfather} fettled 
the county on his fon, and his fon's heirs ; — a ratification of this fettlement By 
the count of Artois ; — and letters patent of Philip the Hardy, confirming the 
preceding deeds. 

Robert having this pretended letter of the bifliop of Arras in his poffeflion, 
was convinced of the juftice of his caufe, nor had he the fmallefl doubt of fuc- 
ceeding in the attempt, when he refleftcd that the king had frequently told him, 
if he could produce any aft whatever, tending to prove a donation, on the part 
of the late count of Artois, to his fon Philip, and, in cafe Philip fhould die be- 
fore him, to his heirs, he would immediately order the county to be delivered 
up to him. Hitherto, the condutt of Robert appears to have been ftri£tly pro- 
per, as he had not the leaft fufpicion that the letter was forged. Having. pub- 
licly declared his intentions of renewing his claims to the county of Artois, the 
countefs Maude, alarmed at the report, caufed the fervants pf Divion to be an-, 
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prehended. Divion, apprifed of this circumftance, preferred her complaint 
to Robert, to whom (he infinuated that the objed of Maude, in arrefting her 
fervants, was, to get polfeffion of thofe deeds which wotold eftablifli his claims * 
the prince accordingly applied to the king, who ordered them to be releafed • 
but, during their detention, the countefs of Artois had difcovered a part of the 
intrigues of their miitrefs* 

The king, being determined to inveftigate the matter, appointed commifEon* 

ers for that purpofe, who examined feveral witnefTes, moft of whofe depofitions 
were* favourable to Robert. But an affair of this kind could not poffibly be de- 
cided on fuch authority ; the deeds mentioned in the letter of the bifliop of Aiv 
ras were alone adequate to eftablifli the validity of Robert's claim; and, when 
thefe were called for; Divion being unable to produce them, was compelled 
to acknowledge the impofture. Robert, enraged at finding himfelf impofcd 

upon by this intriguing woman, threatened her with inftant death 3 but, having 
proceeded thus far, he was afraid to retreat ; the dictates of true honour were 
fllenced by the fuggeftions of a falfe fhame ; and, though hitherto he had only 
been the dupe of her art, he now confented to become the accomplice of her 
crime. It was determined between them, that the neccflary deeds muft be 
forged, and Divion undertook to procure them. 

The countefs of Beaumont, wife to Robert, who was equally ambitious with 
her hufband, had recently had an interview with the queen, when an explana- 
tion on the fubjeft of that prince's claim had taken place ; and a difference of 
opinion prevailing between them, the difpute was maintained with warmth on 
.both fides, and they parted with mutual difcontent. This circumftance indu- 
ced the countefs to fecond the fcheme of the forgery, and both (lie and her 
hufband became earneft in their folicitations to Divion, which were occafion- 
ally enforced by threats, and ftrengthened by promifes : they even furniftied 
her with copies of the deeds they wanted : it was an ealy matter to get them 
tranfcribed, but the grand difficulty was in affixing .the necelfary feals to 
them . 

During thefe tranfaftions, Robert, who had obtained permiffion to purfue his 
claims, always eluded the produ&ion of his written proofs*. In the interim 
Maude, counted of Artois, diedt, and a report prevailed that {he had been 
poifoned ; and the fufpicions of the public were thought to be confirmed by the 
death of her daughter and heirefs, Jane, widow to Philip the Long, which hap- 
pened foon after, and was afcribed to the fame caufe. Robert, and his accom- 
plice, Divion, were accufed of the crime ; but the accufation appears to have 
been unfupported by any kind of proof. Jane, grand-daughter to Maude, and 
her hulband, Eudes, duke of Burgundy, were then admitted to do homage for 
the eounty of Artois, notwithftanding the oppofition of Robert. 

? Spicil. Contin, Nangis j Ann. 1330* i Mezeray* 
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The forged deeds being now ready for production, Robert firft fliewed them 
to the king, who immediately exprefled his doubts as to their authenticity, and 
advifed him, in a friendly mariner, not to make life of them ; fince they would 
infallibly cover him with confufion, and caufe him to be ftigmatized as the ac- 
complice of a forgery. The count warmly anfwered that he was no impoflor, * 
and that he was ready to maintain his innocence againft: any one who fhould pre- 
fame to attack it. Philip, imagining this challenge to be addreffed to himfelf, 
inftantly replied, in a clecifive tone, " Thefe deeds are forged ; I know it well, - 
" and will caufe the authors of the forgery to be punifhed*." But Robert, 
though detected, determined to perfift ; and, in order to avoid the imputation 
of dUhonour, refolved to become more criminal. 

When the deeds were produced before the parliament, they were eafily difco- 
vered to be forged ; and the king, eager to fave the count from the ignominy of 
a public condemnation, fent for Divion, under pretence of confulting her on 
certain difficulties which he wiftied to be removed ; fhe accordingly haftened 
to Paris, and, being examined in the prefence of Philip, her confidence forfook 
her, and (he fubfcribed a confeffion of her guilt ; which (he confirmed before 
Robert himfelf. Still, however, that prince refufed to acknowledge himfelf in 
an error ; and a formal decifion of the parliament was requifite to declare the 
deeds, on which he founded his pretentions, to be forgeries. When the fen- 
tence was pronounced, the attorney-general afked Robert, if it was ftill his in- 
tention to maintain the authenticity of thofe deeds . After deliberating fome time 
with his council, he anfwered in the negative. Philip, yet willing to hope that 
he would be brought to a juft fenfe of his dUhonour able condutt, flopped all far- 
ther proceedings for five months. But finding that, inflead of repentance, the 
difappointment which Robert had experienced, only gave rife to indignation 
and reproach, he ordered the attorney-general to proceed ; when the count was 
fummoned to appear before the parliament, and a criminal fuit was inftituted 
againft Divion and her accomplices. On the eighth of April, 1331, fentence 
was pronounced. Robert of Artois was condemned to lofe his life, and his pro- 
perty was confifcated to the crown ; Divion, and her fervant were fentenced 
to be burned alive ; and the falfe witnefTes were punifhed with the pillory. 

A. D. 1331, to 1337.ll Robert, who had fled from Paris, and embarked his 
treafures at Bourdeaux for England, was at BrufTels, when he received intelli- 
gence of his condemnation. Inflamed with rage, he is faid to have formed the 
defperate defign of murdering the kingt ; but the aflaffins, whom he hired for 
that purpofe, alarmed at the danger of the enterprife, returned, when they had 
proceeded half way to Paris; He then went back fecretly to France, in order to 
found the difpofition of his friends and partifans, and, -after pafling fome days 

with his wife, left the country with precipitation. It appears that the king was 
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apprifed of his motions, and that he entertained fome fufpicions of the fidelity 
of leveral of the nobility who favoured the pretentions of Robert ; for which 
reafon he exafted an oath from the princes and chief barons of the realm, con- 
taining a formal difavowal of the conduct of the count, and a promiie to grant 
him no affiftance, and to fhew him no favour. The countefs was arretted and 

confined in the caftle of Chinon, and her children in that of Nemours*. The 

whole family were involved in the fame difgrace ; the count of Foix had ini- 

prifoned his mother, who was Robert's filler, under pretence that her licentious 
conduft difhonoured all that were related to hert ; but every body was con- 
vinced that he had been led to this aft of violeuce by the perfuafion of Philip. 

Robert himfelf, exiled, profcribed, and purfued from place to place, at 
length put in execution a plan which he had long meditated. He repaired to 
London, in the difguife of a merchant, and was fortunate enough to elude the 
numerous emiffaries w T hom Philip had employed to apprehend him. On his ar- 
rival in England, he was favourably received by Edwardt, and was foon ad- 
mitted into the councils, and fhared the confidence of that monarch. The 
king, incenfed at his efcape, publifhed a manifefto, by the advice of the prince 
and barons of the realm, declaring Robert u A mortal Enemy to the State," and 
threatening every vafTal of the crown, whether within or without the kingdom, 
who fhould afford protection to that traitor, with fmiilar penalties ; — a menace 
that could not be miftaken. 

Although the laft treaty concluded by the kings of France and England, ap- 
peared fufficient to eftablifh a good underflanding between them, ftill fome ar- 
ticles remained open for future difcuffion. That which related to the reditu- 
tion of thofe places in Guienne which had been taken in the preceding reign, 
was well calculated to afford a fpecious pretext for a rupture whenever art op- 
portunity fhould offer. The pope, who was anxious to promote a crufade for 
the relief of the chriftians in Paleftine, ftrenuoufly folicited the Englifh mo- 
narch to fecond the zeal of the king of France. Edward, who only wifhed to 
gain time, continually promifed to fend ambafladors to Paris, as well to adopt 
the neceffary arrangements for that purpofe, as finally to fettle the affairs of 
Guienne, and to conclude the conditions of marriage between the prince of 
~" " ^s and the daughter of Philip. By thefe fubterfuges he always evaded a 
decifive anfwer, which it was never his intention to give, and endeavoured to 
fecure the confidence of Philip by fruitlefs negociations, which left matters in 
the fame fituation as before. 

But no fooner had Edward accomplifhed his defigns on the kingdom of Scot- 
land, whofe inhabitants had been fecretly fupported by Philip, in their ftruggle 
for independence, than he began ferioufly to Men to the fuggeftions of Robert 
of Artois. That nobleman laboured with treat earneftnefs to nerfuade the king 
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of England that his title to the crown of France was indifputably valid; and 
that a prince of his valour and abilities might certainly render his claims effec- - 
tual. As a man is eafily perfuaded into the belief of what is agreeable to his 
wi/lies, Edward acknowledged the juftice of Robert's arguments, and came to 
a final determination to attempt the conquefl of a kingdom which he either be- 
lieved, or pretended to believe, was his undoubted right. With this view he 
endeavoured to form alliances in the Low Countries, and on the frontiers of 
Germany, the only places from which he either could make an effeftual attack 
upon France, or produce fuch a diverfion as might preferve the province of 
Guienne, which lay fo much expofed to the power of Philip. 

He began with communicating his defigns to the count of Hainauit, his fa- 
ther-in-law; and, having engaged him in his interefts, he employed the good of- 
fices and counfels of that prince in fecuring the alliance of the other fovereigns 
of thofe parts. The duke of Brabant was induced, by his mediation, and by 
large remittances of money from England, to promife his fupport : the archbi- 
fhop of Cologne, the duke of Gueldres, the marquis of Juliers, the. count of 
Namur, the lords of Fauquemont and Baquen, with fome others, were engaged, 
by fimilar methods, to embrace the caufe of Edward. 

Thefe negociations, though conducted with all poffible fecrecy, were fully 
known to the court of France ; and Philip, at length, roufed from the lethargy 
in which he had hitherto appeared te be plunged, began to imitate the example 
of his enemy in fecuring allies. He concluded treaties with the kings of Bohe- 
mia and Navarre, the dukes of Brittany and Bar, and the count of Flanders ; 
but, on this laft, he could place little reliance, as he pofTelTed but little authority 
in his own dominions. 

Lewis, count of Flanders, after the victory of Caflel had reduced his fubje&s 
to obedience, continued to alienate their affeftions by feverity, inftead of ieek- 
ingto conciliate their confidence and efteem by a mild and liberal conduct. Mofb 
of the towns in Flanders were deprived of their privileges ; their principal in- 
habitants were put to death, and thofe that furvived were opprefTed by exac- 
tions the mod onerous and tyrannical. This rigorous- treatment revived the 
animofity of the Flemings againffc their count; and William Chanu, a citizen of 
Bruges, was deputed by his countrymen, to repair to the court of Brabant, and 
endeavour to engage the duke to declare war againft Lewis. The duke, who, 
at that time, was intcrefted in preferving the friendship of France, declared 
that he could do nothing in the bufinefs without the previous advice and con- 
fent of Philip. He therefore feized Chanu, who was fent to Paris ; where, be- 
ing applied to the rack, he revealed the names of all the leaders of the confpi- 
racy. When he had been tortured in the moft cruel manner, both his hands 
were cut off at the wrifts ; he was then ftretched on a wheel, dragged alive at 
the tale of a cart, and, at length, hange t d. This punifliment, which reflects dis- 
grace upon Philip, and all who were concerned in it, lafted two days. The 



* 



22 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ I 337 i 

Flemifli confpirators left their country with precipitation, and the whole province 
once more wore the appearance of fubmiflion ; but hatred and revenge lurked 
beneath the fpecious mafk. Juftly enraged with the king of France, whom they 
confidered as the author of all their calamities, they eagerly feized the firft 
^opportunity that occurred for difplaying their refentment. When that prince, 
forefeeirig the rupture with Edward, endeavoured to engage the Flemings in 
his intereft, they replied, that their commercial concerns would not permit them 
to declare in his favour, and that the wool of England was more elfential to 
them than the friendfliip of France*. 

As the Flemings were the firft people in the northern parts of Europe that 
cultivated the arts and manufactures, the lower ranks of men among them 
had attained to a certain degree of opulence, which none of their ftation had 
acquired in other countries. Privileges and independence naturally followed 
an acquifition of wealth, and hence it was, that the Flemings began to emerge 
from that ftate of flavery to which, by the feudal inftitutions, the common peo- 
ple were univerfally reduced ; from this independence arofe an averfion from 
every fpecies of government that was tinftured with defpotifm ; and, by an ea- 
fy gradation in minds unapt to reafon, and unreftrained by falutary laws, the 
fpirit of liberty fpeedily degenerated into licentioufnefs. Factions and tumults 
were the confequence. The count of Flanders being deprived of his authority, 
through his own oppreflive conduft, and the unjuftifiable cruelty of Philip, the 
people delivered themfelves over to the guidance of a " feditious leader, who 
fought to fecure the duration of his power by encouraging the commilfion of 
violence, and the promotion of diforders. 

Their prefent leader was James d'Arteville, a rich brewer of Ghent, who 
governed them with a more abfolute fway than had ever been afTumed by the 
mo ft tyrannical of their lawful fbvereigns ; but, when the people enjoy the pri- 
vilege of chufing an idol for themfelves, oppreflion ceafes to be burdenfome, 
and defpotifm to be odious. This demagogue afTumed the power of placing 
and difplacing magiftrates at his pleafure ; and was accompanied by a guard, 
who, on the leaft fignal from him, inftantly aflalTinated any man who had been 
£o unfortunate as to incur his difpleafure. He had fpies in all the cities of Flan- 
ders ; and whoever gave him the fmalleft offence was fure to be punifhed with 
immediate death. The few nobles who remained in the country lived in a ftate 
of continual apprehenfion ; he feized the eftates of allthofe whom he had cither 

baniflied or murdered ; and, after beftowing a part on their wives and children, 
converted the remainder to his own uffet. This was the firft popular defpot that 
.was feen in Europe ; nor was his government lefs violent than thofe of the feudal 
tyrants, whofe example he, probably, endeavoured to imitate. To this man the 
king of England applied, and through his influence attached the Flemings to his 
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inter efts, and procured from them an invitation to land an army in their terri- 
toriesi 

Father Daniel, with a degree of candour that does him honour, remarks that 
neither Edward nor Philip could be juftly deemed the fole aggreflbr in this unfor- 
tunate conteft ; each of them, he obferves, had juft grounds for complaints ; 
and each of them could juftify his own conduit on plaufible grounds. To us, 
however, Edward appears to have been the principal aggreflbr. Philip, indeed, 
had favoured the revolt of the Scotch, and received with hofpitality and kind- 
nefs their exiled monarch ; but the previous conduct of Edward, in advancing 
a claim to the crown of France, juftified this meafure, and rendered it neceftary 
to guard againft any augmentation of power, which would certainly be employed 
to enforce that pretenfion. All the proceedings of Edward, with regard to Phi- 
lip, had been marked with duplicity ; his negotiations were all delufive ; and 
it was evident, from the commencement of his reign, that he was determined, 
whenever an opportunity fhould occur, to undertake the conqueft of a kingdom, 
the extent of whofe power he regarded with a jealous eye. 

The king, convinced of the importance of diftrefiing the Flemifh allies of Ed- 
ward, fent a ftrong reinforcement of troops to the count of Flanders, in the 
hope of enabling him to reduce to obedience his difcontented fubje&s. But 
thefe, being attacked by a body of Englifh, under the command of the earl of 
Derby, in the ifland of Cadfand, near the mouth of the Schelde, fuftained a to- 
tal defeat, and more than three thoufand of them periflied in the aftion ; the 
earl then re-embarked his men, and returned to England with a considerable 
booty. 

No formal declaration of war preceded the commencement of hoftilities. The 
French fleet, commanded by Nicholas Bahuchet, committed depredations on 

the Englifh coaft, and took and plundered the ifland of Guernfey ; while the 
enemy retaliated by reducing the fortrefs of Palencourt in Saintonge, the gover- 
nor whereof being fufpe&ed of treachery, was tried by the parliament, and 
fuffered decapitation. In vain did the pope interpofe his good offices to ftop the 
farther effufion of blood ; Edward treated his remonftrances with difdain, and 
having completed his preparations, failed from the port of Orwell, in Suffolk, 
on the 1 6th of July, in the year 1338, with a large fleet, and a powerful army* 
But when he arrived on the continent, he found his allies but ill-prepared to 
fecond his attempts ; they had neglected to furnifh their ftipulated quota of 
troops ; and, alarmed at the flrength of the enemy they had to encounter, they 
were anxious to find fome caufe for retracing their engagements. Thefe unex- 
pected difficulties reduced Edward to the neceflity of appropriating to negocia- 
tion a confiderable portion of the time which he had deftined for a&ion. In 
order to fatisfy the fcruples of the German princes, he obtained from Lewis of 

Bavaria, who was then emperor, the title of " Vicar of the empire which, 
though it was merely nominal, gave him an apparent right to command the in* 
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ferior potentates of Germany. The Flemings affe&ing fimilar fcruples, in re- 
gard to waging war againft their liege lord ; Edward, by the advice of d'Arte- 
ville, affumed, in his commiflions, the title of " King of France and, in vir- 
tue thereof, claimed their affiftance to dethrone Philip of Valois, whom he term- 
ed, The Ufurper of his lawful Inheritance • He was not perfuaded to adopt ths 
meafure, the danger whereof he had fufficient penetration to forefee, without 
much reluctance and hefitation ; and it would have been happy, not only for 
himfelf, but his pofterity, had he perfevered in his oppofition to fo hazardous a 
ftep ; as from hence we may date the commencement of that ftrong national 
animoflty which has ever fince fubfifted between the two kingdoms, and which 
has occafioned fuch an infinite effufion of blood. In all preceding times, fubfe- 
quent to the acceflion of the firft William to the throne of England, whenever 
hoftilities had occured between the rival crowns, they had fprung merely from 
fortuitous events ; their effe&s confequently had been but temporary, and the 
animofity they had excited, fubfided with the caufe that gave rife to it. The 
Englifh nobility and gentry valued themfelves on their French or Norman ex- 
traction ; the language of France had been fafhionable and almoft univerfal in 

England j and both the Englifh court and camp being always full of French no- 
bles, a more intimate connection had prevailed between thefe two people, du- 
ring fome centuries, than between any two diftinft nations whom we meet with 
in hiftory. But the fatal and ill-grounded pretenfions of Edward the Third 
broke off this mutual intercourfe, and left the feeds of difcord and hatred in both 
countries, which continued to thrive, with the moft deftruftive vigour, till blight- 
ed by the- fun of liberality, whofe effulgent beams irradiate the prefent oera of 
refinement with unexampled fplendour. 

A. D. 1339.] Though the king of England had exafted a prom ife from his 
allies to meet him in the field with their refpe&ive troops at the commencement 
of July, 1339? when that time approached he ftill found them irrelblute; fo 
that he was not able to open the campaign till late in the month of September ; 
and even then he was obliged to allure his German allies, by a promife of 
commencing his operations with the fiege of Cambray, a city of the empire, 
which had been garrifoned by Philip. Finding, however, upon trial, the ex- 
treme danger and difficulty of the enterprife, he conducted them to the fron- 
tiers of France ; when the count of Namur, and even the count of Hainault, his 
brother-in-law, (for, the old count was dead) refufed to advance any farther, 
and immediately retired with their forces. Edward, however, notwithftan- 
ding this defection, had ftill an army of forty thoufand men; with which he en- 



tered the French territories, and encamped on the plains of Vironfofie, about 
two leagues from Capelle. 

Philip, in the mean time, had made every neceflary preparation for repel- 
ling the attacks of this formidable enemy ; a fleet which he had afTembled for 
the pyrpofe of waging war againft the infidels was now employed in the defence 
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of his own kingdom'; and all the naval forces of France were collected, with 
the view of ravaging the coafts and deftroying the fleet of England. It was 
not poffible to maintain a war thus important without incurring a very con- 
fiderable expence. The people, at firft, fubmitted, without a murmur, to 
the neceffary contributions ; but as they perceived, fays Mezeray, that their 
burdens encreafed in proportion to their efforts to fuftain them ; that the na- 
tion, was taxed beyond what it could bear ; and that the privileges of the church 
and of the nobility were violated, they had recourfe to the fame remedy which 
they had employed with fuccefs under Philip the Fair. The Normans were 
the firft to mutiny, and having fecured the affiftance of the prelates and ba- 
rons, they obtained a decree of the ftates,' purporting that no impoft fhould in 
future be levied without their confent, and for the welfare of the ftate, unlefs 
in cafes of abfolute neceffity. 

Philip, having affembled his forces, marched from Saint-Quint in, and pitch- 
ed his camp at VironfoiTe, at a fhort diftance from that of the Englifh. He 
was attended by a fplendid train of princes and nobles ; the chief of thefe 
were the kings of Bohemia, Scotland and Navarre ; the dukes of Normandy, 
rittany, Burgundy, Lorraine and Athens'; the count of Alencon, brother to 
the king ; the count of Hainault (who had left the Englifh army the inftant 

they fct foot on the French territories, and joined. Philip, with five hundred 
lances.) The counts of Flanders, Bar, Foreft, Foix, Armagnac, Auvergne, 
Longueville, Etampes, Vendome, . Harcourt, Saint-Pol, Guynes, Boulogne, 
RoufTy, Dammartin, Valentinois, Auxerre, Sancerre, Geneva and Dreux. 
Thefe princes and noblemen were attended by a confiderable number of knights 
and efquires. The army was formed in three divifions, each of which con- 
tained fifteen thoufand men at arms, and twenty thoufand infantry. A general 
engagement was daily expefted to take place; but the Englifh monarch — whole 
forces did not amount to half the number of the French — was averfe from en- 
gaging on fuch unequal terms ; and Philip being unwilling to run any unnecefTa- 
ry hazard, the two armies lay oppofite to dach other for fevered days without 
coming to a&ion ; and after mutual defiances had patted between them, Ed- 
ward at length retired into Flanders, where he fent his troops into winter 
quarters^'. 

^ Although the conduft of the count of Hainault was fuch as fhould have fa- 
tisfied Philip, yet that monarch could never forget that he had once enlifted 
under the banners of his rival. Reje&ing . the fiiggeftions of policy and the 
dictates of juftice, he gave orders to his generals to ravage the territories of 
the count ; and his orders were obeyed witlvthe moft rigorous fcrupulofity. 
The count, therefore, who had hitherto evinced a difpofition friendly to the 
Frejich, was now compelled, in his own defence, to join the adverfe 'army ; 
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he fent a defiance to the king by the Abbot Thibaut de St. Crepin, to which 
Philip replied, that his nephew the count of Hainault %v as a madman. The count 
revenged himfelf for the king's injuftice, by the capture of Aubenton in Tiera- 
che, which he reduced to aflies ; Mauberfontaine, Aubeceuil, Seigny, and fe- 
vera!" other towns and villages, experienced a fmiilar fate, while the open 

country was ravaged, and the inhabitants fubjededto every fpecies of violence 
and outrage. The French fleet, in the mean time, cruifed off the Engiifh 
ports, and intercepted all the veffels that failed from thence ; one large Clip in 
particular, called the Saint-Chriftopher, laden with wool for the Low Coun- 
tries, was deemed a valuable prize. 

, Philip, anxious to fecure the Flemings in his intcreft, offered to give up 
certain funis, which, by the laft treaty, they had engaged to pay him, and 
likewife to procure the reftoration of feveral of their privileges* ; but mindful 
of the injuries they had fuftained, they were neither to be moved by promifes 
nor threats. He then complained to the pope, who attacked the Flemings 
with all the thunders of the church ; and the excommunication he pronounced 
againft them was fo pofitive and terrible, that no one dared to celebrate divine 
fervice. The Flemings, alarmed, had recourfe to the king of England, who 
told them not to be frightened, for the firffc time he crofTed the fea lie would 
carry over with him plenty of Engiifh priefls, who would fay mafs for them 
in fpite of the pope. 

* D'Artevelle, at the head of a body of Flemings, having made an incurfum 
into the Tournefis, the earls of Salifbury and Suffolk left Ypres, where they 
were in garrifon, with a view to join him ; but they were furprifed on the 

road, and taken prifoners by a detachment from the garrifon of Lille. 

A. D. 1340.] The king being apprized of the time fixed for the departure 
of Edward, for a fecond invafion of his dominions, increafed the fleet which 
was deftined to intercept him to four hundred fail. He gave orders to his ad- 
mirals to cruife off the Flemifh ports, in order to oppofe -the debarcation of 
the Engiifh ; adding, that if Edward fliould effeft a landing through their 
milmanagement, their heads fhould pay for their negletft. v 

When the Engiifh monarch had completed his preparations, he failed from 
Orwell, on the twenty-fecond of June, 1340, with a fleet of two hundred and 
forty fail. The next day he fell in with the French fleet, off Sluys, and im- 
mediately prepared for action. The manoeuvre of the Engiifh to gain the wind 
of the enemy, and have the fun on their backs, was afcribed by the French to 
fear, a circumftance which fliows their extreme ignorance of maritime affairs 
but they foon changed their opinion when they faw them bearing down upon 
them on full fail. This a&ion was the fevereft that had been fought fince the 
commencement of the monarchy; though the French had a fuperiority of 
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numbers, the Englifli had the advantage of being commanded by an intrepid 
monarch, who, in the dilpofition of his fleet, dilplayed all the fkill and fore- 
fight of an experienced captain, and, ever foremoft in the poll of danger, 
evinced all the courage and magnanimity of a hero. Animated by the example 
offuch a leader, the Englifli fought with more than ufual intrepidity — The 
French long oppofed them with equal courage, and the aftion had continued 
for a confiderable time, without any decifive advantage on either fide; when 
the Flemings defcrying the battle, hurried out of their harbours, and brought 
a reinforcement to the Englifh*", which, coming unexpe&ediy, had a greater 
dfeft than could have been fuppofed from its power and. numbers. 

The French hiftorianst acknowledge the lofs of thirty thoufand men, and 
ninety fhips, in this adtion ; but the Englifli! make the fliips that were taken 

amount to two hundred and thirty. But admitting the lofs to be exaggerated on 
one fide, and diminifhed on the other — which is probably the cafe — the vittory 
was Iplendid and decifive. This misfortune was afcribed by the French to the 
mifunderftanding which prevailed between the three admirals, Kyriel, Barbe- 
vere, and Bahuchet ; the laft 

by the orders of Edward, fufpended on a maft, in revenge for the depreda- 
tions he had committed on the Englifli coafts'* 

The day after the aftion, Edward entered the harbour of Sluys in triumph, 
and immediately repaired to Ghent, where an alliance offenfive and defenfive 

was concluded between the ftates of Flanders, Brabant, and Hainatiltg. Early 
in the month of July, the Englifli monarch found himfelf at the head of an army 

of one hundred thoufand men, which he led to the frontiers of France, while 
Robert of Artois, with forty thoufand Flemings, laid fiege to Saint Omer. 
But the Flemifli troops, chiefly confiding of tradefinen and manufacturers 
wholly unufed to arms, were routed by a judicious fally of the garrifon, under 
the command of the duke of Burgundy^" ; four thoufand of them were killed,' 
and the reft were feized with fuch a panic, that, notwithftanding the exertions 
of their gallant commander, they could never more be brought to appear in 
the field. The attempts of Edward, though lefs inglorious, were not more 
fuccefsful. For the gratification of his Flemifli allies, he had, the preceding 
year " ~ 



was, 



Tournay 



in Flanders, containing above fixty thoufand inhabitants, all well-affe&ed to 



camp before the place. 



The garrifon was numerous and well-appointed j the governor, Godemar du 
Fay, a man of courage and experience ; and the troops were farther animated 
by the exhortations and example of the count of Eu, conftable of France, who, 
with many others of the French nobility, had thrown himfelf into the town, on 
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the firft news of its being inverted. The Englifii monarch, by this means, ex- 
perienced fo vigorous a refiftance, that he foon found the neceffity of conver- 
ting the fiege into a blockade. Philip, in the mean time, having aflcmbled his 
forces in Artois, marched from Arras, and encamped on the plains between 
Lille and Douay ; he foon, however, changed his fituation, and, in order to 
be nearer the enemy, pafled the bridge of Bovines, and advanced within two 
leagues of Tournay. 

The king of England, perpetually harafled by the French troops, and vex- 
ed at the frnall progrefs he had hitherto made, fent a herald to Philip, daring 
him to decide their claims to the crown of France, either by fingle combat, 
or by an attion of an hundred againft an hundred, or by a general engage- 
ment ; but Philip replied, in a manner equally decent and dignified, that 
though it ill became a vaffal to challenge his fuperior lord, yet he was willing 
to wave that confideration ; and if Edward would, in order to render the 
terms equal, flake the kingdom of England againft that of France, he would 
readily meet him hand to hand. 

When things were in this fituation, and the fiege of Tournay had continued 
about two months, a powerful mediatrix appeared to prevent the farther effii- 
fion of blood. This was Jane, countefs-dowagcr of Hainault, mother-in-law to 
Edward, and lifter to Philip, who had retired to the monaftery of Fontenelles 1 
ifluing from her facred retreat, flie employed all her pious efforts to allay thofc 
violent animofities which prevailed between perfons fo nearly related to her, 
and to each other. Philip was apprehenfive that the city of Tournay could not 
hold out much longer, and was, moreover, actuated by that prudent policy 
which had hitherto led him to avoid an aiftion ; while Edward, on his fide, began 
to dread a want of provilions, and to fufpeft the fidelity of his allies* ; fo that 
the propofals of the countefs were favourably received by either monarch. A 
ceffation of arms for three days was firft agreed on ; and a truce was afterward 
concluded, on the twenty-fifth of September, 1340, for nine months, by which 
both parties were left in pofTeffion of their preient acquifitions, and all farther 
hoftilities in the Low Countries, in Guienne, and even ip Scotland, were imme- 
diately flopped. A negociation was foon after opened at Arras, under the me- 
diation of the pope's legates ; but Edward infilling that his French dominions 
fhould be freed from all claims of feudal fuperiority, and Philip refufing to treat 
till that prince had laid afide the title and arms of king of France, and renounced 
all pretentions to the French crown, the negociations were rendered fruitlefs, 
and all the commiffioners could effect was a prolongation of the truce to the 
twenty-fifth of June, in the year 1342I*. 1 

After the departure of the Englifh, the king haftened to reward the courage 
-and fidelity of the citizens of Tournay, by the reiteration of their ancient laws 
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and privileges, and by giving them. the power of chufing their own governor. 
At the fame time he found means to detach the emperor, Le\vis of Bavaria, 
from the inter eft of England, by promifing to reconcile him to the Holy See* 
That prince accordingly embraced the opportunity afforded him by the late 
truce, which had been concluded without his participation, to inform Edward 
that he now conceived himfelf to be releafed from all his engagements ; in con- 
fequence whereof, he recalled the title which hq had formerly conferred on him, 
of c Vicar of the Empire/ 

A. D. 1 341 - J As the king of England laboured at this time under a compli- 
cation of difappointments, both foreign and domeftic ; haratTed by his prelates 
and nobles at home ; forfaken by his allies on the continent ; perplexed at the 
failure of his firft expedition againft France ; and fomewhat moved — it is to be 
hoped — with the injufiice of his pretenfions on that kingdom, we may fairly pre- 
fume that he was inclined to relinquifh a claim he was unable to enforce. But, 
unfortunately, the intervention of an unexpected occurrence, by furnhhing him 
with an opportunity of attacking Philip in the centre of his dominions, with lefs 
expence, and a fairer prolpedt of fuccefs, revived his ambitious hopes, and 
gave his enterprifing genius a full fcope for exertion. 



John 



who had fucceeded his father Arthur the 



Second, perceiving the rapid decline of his health, beneath the weight of years, 
and the prefTurc of infirmities, and having no ifTue, was anxious, during his life, 

fo to fettle his dominions, as effectually to obviate the dangers attending a dis- 
puted fucceilion. His younger brother, Guy, count of Penthievre, had left 
only one daughter, named Jane, whofe title was thought, by John, preferable 
to that of the count of Montfort, who, being his brother by a fecond marriage, 
was male heir to the principality. This preference arofe from the right of fe- 
male fucceilion, which was eftablifhed in the duchy, and to which the family of 
John had been indebted for their elevation. But forefeeing that I^tpntfort would 
be induced to affert his claim, unlefs that of his niece was iecurecl'ty fome pow- 



Montfort 



to that monarch ; and all his valfals, even 
Charles and his confort, as their future fovereigns. 



Margaret 



j 



But on the death of John, 
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king) to his own dominions, the count of Montfort 



(whither 



right to the fucceilion, and declared his determination to enforce it. While 
Charles of Blois was attending the court of France, for the purpofe of perfor- 
ming homage and receiving inveftiture, Montfort, either by force or intrigue, 
got pofTelfion of Nantes, where the treafures of the late duke were kept, - and 
there caufed himfelf to be declared heir to his brother's dominions, and lawful 
foverciga of Brittany. He then fummoned all the deputies of the towns, and 
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the chief nobles of the duchy, to fwear fealty and to do homage to him*. He 
repaired, in the mean time, to Limoges, where he found fome confiderable fums 
which had been depofited there by John. Returning to Nantes, on the day he 
had appointed for receiving the oaths of the nobility and commons, he had the 
mortification to find but a fingle nobleman, Henry de Leon, willing to acknow- 
ledge his authority!. Still undifmayed, he purfued his plan withfpirit and per- 
feverance, and applying the treafures he had feized to the collection of troops, 
he foon reduced Ereft, Rennes, Hennebonne, Auray, and fever al other towns 
of inferior note. 

Senfible, however, that, notwithftanding the rapidity of his conquefts, he 
fhould be unable to preferve his acquifitions againfc a majority of the Bretons, 
(combined with the whole power of Philip, who was preparing to fupport the 
claims of his nephew) without fome potent ally, he caft his eyes on the king of 
England, who, from inclination and ability, he conceived, was moft likely to 
iecond his defigns. He therefore made a voyage to England, under pretence of 
folicitingthe earldom of Richmond, which had devolved to him by his brother's 
death ; and there offering to do homage to Edward, (as king of France,) for 
the duchy of Brittany, he propofed a ftritt alliance for the fupport of their 
mutual pretenfionst. Edward had indeed acknowledged, during the life of 
John, the validity of his niece's claim, by afking her in marriage for his bro- 
* ther ; but, ftricken with the advantages to be derived from a 

9 

Montfort, he facrificed all other confederations to the profpecl: of prefent emo- 
lument ; and thus a treaty was immediately concluded between the two princes, 
who, though their pleas with regard to the preference of male or female fuc- 
ceffion were diredlly oppofite became intimately connected by the frrongefl of 
all human ties — the bond of mutual intereft. 

The fame oppofition of claims, however, prevailed between Philip and 
Charles of Blojs ; fin ce the firft was indebted for his elevation to the exclusion 
of the female* line, while the pretenfions of the lait were founded on the right 
of women to fucceed to the government. But this difference arofe folely from 
the different cuftoms which obtained in Brittany and France ; in the latter, the 
Salic law was in force ; in the former, the right of reprefentation, or heredita- 
ry right was eftablifhed. The king, having taken the advice of his peers on 
the fubjecr, fummoned Montfort to appear, in order that his claim to the du- 
chy might be fully inveftigated. He was weak enough to obey the citation, 
and repair to Paris, attended by four hundred nobles of Brittany. The re- 
ception he experienced convinced him that his caufe was prejudged ; after a 
reproof from Philip for his late conduct, he received an order not to leave Pa-, 
ris before the expiration of a fortnight. Fully aware of the danger to which he 

r 

* Bvmer, vol xu + Froiffanh ± Ibid, 1. i. c. 65* ; D' Argent re Hift, de Bret. 1. x, c. 42, 1. xi ? 
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had imprudently expofed himfelf> by accepting an enemy for a judge, he re- 
iblved to embrace thefirft opportunity of effecting his efcape. For fome days 
he diffembled his fears with {kill and fucccfs, and difplayed a full confidence 

in the juftice of his caufe; then fuddenly feigning an illnefs, he left Paris in 

the night, and Philip was ignorant of his evalion till he had reached Nantes. 

The king enraged with Montfort for having eluded his vigilance, and efca- 
ped thefnare which had been laid for him, reje&edhis application for a delay, 
and haftened the termination of the caufe. On the feventh of September, 1341, 
the court of peers accordingly pronounced a verdidl in favour of Charles 
of Blois ; and John, duke of Normandy, tke king's eldeft fon, im- 
mediately entered Brittany, for the purpofe of carrying the fentence into exe- 
cution. Accompanied by Charles, he marched to Angers, where the troops 
had affembied, and where he was met by the count of Alencon, brother to 
Philip ; the count of Blois ; the duke of Burgundy ; the duke of Bourbon, 
with his brother, James of Bourbon ; the count of Penthievrq ; Lewis d'E£ 
pagne ; the count of Eu,' conftable of France ; the vifcount of Rohan, and ma- 
ny other noblemen. After the- reduction of Chantoceaux, the army laid fiege 
to Nantes, which, though able to make a vigorous refiftance, was delivered, 
by the treachery of the citizens, into the hands of the duke of Normandy, who 
took Montfort prifoner, and fent him to Paris, where he was confined in the 
tower of the Louvre. 

This important controverfy now appeared to be decided, and the pretentions 
of Montfort to be wholly deftroyed ; but his affairs were unexpectedly retrieved 
by the magnanimity of his confort. Jane, countefs of Montfort, and fifter to 



the count of Flanders, one of the moft illuftrious heroines that ever flood for- 
ward in the lift of fame, was roufed by the unfortunate captivity of her hu£- 
band, from the domeftic occupations to which hitherto fhe had folely confined 
her attention ; and, aftuated by the fierceft ardour of conjugal affe&iori, joined 
to a fpirit of patriotifm, that would have dignified the breaft of a Cato, coura- 
geoufly undertook to fupply the place of her lord, and to avert the misfor- 
tunes which threatened her family. When {he received the fatal intelligence^ 
inftead of giving way to defpair, the failing of weak minds, fhe inftantly af- 
fern bled the .inhabitants of Rennes, w r here fhe then refided, and taking her in- 
fant fon in her arms, conjured them to extend their protection to the laft male 
heir of their ancient fovereigns. She expatiated on the refources that were ftill 
to be derived from the powerful affiftance of England, and entreated them to 
make one daring effort againft an ufurper, who, being allied to France, would 
facrifice their ancient liberty as the price of her affiftance. In fhort, fhe ha- 
rangued them in a ftrain at once fo bold, and fo pathetic, that it fpoke to their 
hearts, infpired therewith a portion of her own enthufiaftic ardour, and im- 
pelled them to declare they would devote their lives and fortunes to the defence 
Ox her family. The countefs having made a progrefs through ail the other 
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fortrefles of the duchy, reduced them to the adoption of firhilar fentiments ; 
fhe vifited all the garrifbns, encouraged them by her exhortations; provided 
them with every neceffary article of fuftenance ; and concerted the proper plans 
of defence. After fhe had fecured the whole province againft furprife, flic 
fhut herfelf up in Hennebonne, where fhe waited with impatience for the arri- 
val of thofe fuccours which the Englifli monarch had promifed to fend her. 
Meanwhile, fhe fent her fon over to England, not only with a view to put him 
in a place of fafety, but to engage Edward, by fuch a pledge, to embrace with 
zeal the interefts of her family, 

A. D. 1 342.^ The feafon for aflion had fcarcely commenced, when Charles 
of Blois opened the campaign, in full expectation of fhortly terminating a war, 
that was only fupported by the feeble efforts of a woman. He firft laid fiege 
to Rennes, which the countefs had entrufted to the care of William de Cadou- 
dal ; and as the expefted reinforcement from England was delayed by contrary 
winds, the inhabitants revolted againft the governor, and f urrendered the 
town. Charles next proceeded to Hennebonne, where the brave countefs com- 
manded in perfon. This was the ftrongeft fortrefs in Brittany, and the gar- 
rifon, actuated by the prefence and example of their incomparable heroine, 
prepared for a vigorous defence. The countefs herfelf performed prodigies 
of valour ; affaults the moft violent and inceffant fhe fuftained without fhrink- 
ing ; clad in complete armour, fhe flood for em oft on the breach, and repelled 
with irrefiflible courage all the attacks of Charles ; with adtive vigilance the 

flew from poft to poft, and in the encouragement and fupport of her troops, 

fhe difplayed a degree of fkill that would have done honour to the moft experi- 
enced general. 

Perceiving one day that the befiegers, occupied in a general attack, had left 
their camp unguarded, fhe immediately fallied forth by a poftern, with a body 
of five hundred horfe ; fet fire to their tents, baggage, and magazines ; and cre- 
ated fo univerfal an alarm, that the enemy defiftcd from the affault, in order 
to cut off her communication with the town. Finding herfelf intercepted, (he 
inftantly took her refolution, and gallopped off towards Auray, which place fhe 
reached in fafety. Five days after, fhe returned with her little army, cut her 
way through a part of the camp, and entered the town in triumph. 

At length, however, lb many breaches were made in the walls by the reitera- 
ted attacks of the befiegers, that the place was deemed no longer tenable ; and 
the bifhop of Leon, in ipite of the prayers and remonftrances of the countefs, 
had determined to capitulate. He was accordingly engaged in a conference 
with Charles of Blois, for the purpofe of fixing the terms, when the countefs, 
who had afcended to the fummit of a lofty tower, and was cafting an eager look 
towards the fea, defcried a fleet at a diftance. She inftantly ran into the ftreet, 

and exclaimed, in a tranfport of joy — cc Succours, fuccours ! The English 

f< fuccours ! No capitulation !" Nor was fhe miftaken j .the Englifli fleet, fooi} 
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after, entered the harbour ; and the troops (which confifled of a body of hea- 
vy-armed cavalry, and fix thoufand archers, under the command of Sir Wal- 
ter Manny, one of the -braveil captains of England) being landed, immediate- 
ly faliied from the city, and attacked the camp of the befiegers, which was once 
more reduced to afhes, after a great number of thole who defended it had been 
put to the fvvord. On Sir Walter's return from this fuccefsful expedition, cc The 
u countefs," fays Froiflard, went forth from the palace to meet him with a joyful 
" countenance, and kiffed him and his companions two or three times, like a 
u valiant lady." 

Lev/is dfEfpagne, who had been left by Charles of Blois to continue thefiege 
of Hennebonne, while he himfelf went to invert Auray*, deeming it imprudent, 
after the check he had received, to remain any longer before a place, which the 
arrival of the Englifh. had rendered impregnable, decamped in a few days, and 
took pofieffion of Dinant and Guerande. With fbme veflels which he found in 
thofe parts he committed 'depredations on the coaft of Brittany, and, landing a 
part of his troops, laid wafte the environs of Quimperlay. But, being puriu- 
ed by Sir Walter Manny, the, foldiers whom he had left to guard the veffeis 
were mafTacred, and his {hips deftroyed; and the Englifh general then landing 
his troops, met with Lewis d'Efpagne returning to the lea-fide, when a defperate 
action enfued, in which the French were completely defeated ; Lewis, however, 
by an uncommon exertion of valour, made his way through the enemy, and, 
feizing a fmall veflcl that lay clofe to the fhore, effected his efcape in fight of the 
Englifh fleet, which in vain attempted to purfue him, • 

But thefe gallant achievements, and partial victories, rather tended to pro- 
long than to terminate the war, which now raged, with extended fury, through- 
out the duchy of Brittany. The countefs of Montfort applied to the Englifh 
monarch for farther afliflance, which Edward promifed to fend her as loon as the 
fituation of his affairs would permit him ; jn the mean time he advifed her to 
procure, if pofHble, a ceffation of arms. The Britifh nobles, on either fide, 
willingly acceded to the propofal fhe caufed to be made for that purpofe, and 

Charles of Blois was conflrained to accept it. ' 6 

The countefs took advantage of the truce to repair to London ; fhe could 
not have chofen a more propitious moment for her voyage, fince fhe arrived at 
the very time when the truce which had been concluded between the kings of 
France and England was on the point of exph^ngt. Edward, burning with im- 
patience to renew the war, immediately granted her a confiderable reinforce- 
ment under Robert of Artois, which embarked on board a fleet of forty-five 
fhips. In their voyage they were met by a French fleet off Guerftfey, comman- 
ded by Lewis d ? Efpagne. An engagement enfued, in which the countefs dis- 
played her ufual courage, charging the enemy fword- in hand ; but the hoftile 

Argentre. + Froiflard \ Argentre, 
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fliarp action, which continued till night, were feperatcd by a f 
;he French into the Bay of Bifcay, and carried tbeEnglhh int 



r torni 



o the 



fleets, after a 
which drove the 

river at Hcnnebonne. 

Robert of Artois, as foon as he had landed his troops, formed tlie {lege of 
Vannes, which was taken by alfault, and the inhabitants, as well as the gar ri* 
fon, were put to the iword. The four noblemen, to whom the defence of 
the town had been entrufted, efcaped the general maiTacre, and, in order to 
wipe out the difgrace they had incurred, they collected a body of twelve thou- 
fand men, and, returning to Vannes, attacked the place with inch vigour and 
impetuofity, that it was carried on the lecond aflault. Robert of Artois re- 
ceived a wound in the attack, of which he foon after died at fea, on his return 
to London-, u efteemed," fays le Gendret, " by the Englifh, but iteteflcd by 
the French. " 

Edward now undertook in perfon the defence of the countefs of Montfort j 
and, having failed from Sandwich on the fifth of O&ober, landed at Morbian, 
near Vannes, with an army of twelve thoufand men. With this force, in- 
coniiderable when compared with that of the French, he imprudently commen- 
ced four important iiegesi at the fame time ; that of Vannes, of Nantes, of 
Rennes, and of Dinant. By this divilion of his troops, all his efforts were 
feeble, and, confequently, unfuccefsful ; and, by that means, he afforded time to 
his enemies for making every neceffary preparation againft him. Charles of 
Blois had fhut himfelf up in Nantes to wait the arrival of the duke of Norman- 
dy, who foon entered Brittany, with an army of forty thoufand men. When 
Edward was apprifed of his approach, he recalled his troops from Dinant, which 
they had taken and facked, and collefted his whole army in the vicinity of V an- 
nes. Thither the duke of Normandy marched to attack him ; but, finding that 
he had ftrongly entrenched his camp, he contented himfelf with following his 
example, and the two armies remained in that fituation till winter. Edward 
was now hemmed in, as it were, by a ftrong garrifonon one fide, andafuperior 
army on the other ; that army too was well fupplied with provifions, while he 
himfelf was obliged to draw a precarious fubi'iftance from England ; thus cir- 
cumftanced, he willingly acceeded to the mediation of the pope's legates, the 
cardinals of Paleftine and Frefcati, who interpofed their good offices, and effec- 
ted a truce of three years between the twomonarchs and their refpe&ive allies. 

By the articles of this truce, a mutual releafe of prifoners was to take place; 
and all the towns and fortreffes in Brittany, and clfewhere, were to remain in 
the hands of their prefent poffeffors, except the city of Vannes, which was to 
be fequeftered, during the truce, in the hands of the legates, who were after- 
wards to deliver it to whomfoever they pleafed||. The kings of France and 

* Jxoiffard, I, i, c , 94. + Tom. ii. p. 471. J Argentre : Froiffard : Villaret. || Rymer, vol, v, 
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the treaty (hould be rigidly obferved. 

A. D. 13435 1 344-3 ^ he folemnity of the engagement, however, proved in- 
fufficient to enforce its obfervance ; and but afliort time elapfed, before frequent 
violations of the truce g^verife to mutual complaints. Oliver de Cliflbn, attach- 
ed to the party of Charles of Blois, had been taken by the Englifh at the fiege 
of Vannes, and conducted to Hennebonne, where he was exchanged againft an 
Englifh noblemen. The preference which Edward (hewed on this occafion to 
Oliver, over Henry of Leon, who was equally defirous of being exchanged, 
created fome doubts of his fidelity. He was accordingly apprehended in Britta- 
ny, by an order from the king, and conveyed to Paris, where, in a few days, 
he differed decapitation, without any previous trial, or even formal accufation. 
At the fame time, ten other noblemen of Brittany were feized; viz. Geoffrey 
de Maleftroit ; and his fon John ; -John de Montauban ; Alain de Quedillac; 
Denis Dupleffis; William de Brieux, and two of his brothers ; John Mallard 
and John de Senedavy. Thefe were all executed at Paris, in the fame manner 
as Oliver de Cliflbn, and their heads fent into Brittany. Henry de Maleftroit, 
brother to Geoffrey, was alfo apprehended ; but, being a clerk, he was delivered 
over to the eccleliaftical judge, who, obfequious to the king, condemned him 
to perpetual imprifonment. Geoffrey of Harcourt, brother to the count of that 

faved his life bv a timely evafion ; but three Norman knights— -William 



name, 



■Teflon 



having favoured his efcape, were beheaded, and their heads were fent to Saint- 
Lo in the Cotentin. Theie fanguinary executions, for unknown crimes, dift 
fufed terror and confternation throughout the kingdom. The nobility could not 
behold, without indignation, fo many of their equals fentenced to die, on vague 
accufations of treafon, unfupported by proof, and without the obfervance of 
thofe previous forms for ale ertaining their guilt, which the laws required to be 
obferved towards the lowef t and moft abandoned criminals. The people were 
loud in their cenfures; and the cruelty and injuftice of Philip became the fub- 
jecl of univerfal reprobation, asjuft as it was general. From this time,, a vifi- 

ble change in his temper was remarked ; he appeared reftlefs, gloomy, and fuf- 
picious ; and, believing himfelf to be furrounded by traitors, the fmalleft cir- 
cumftance excited his miftruft, and ferved as a pretext for exertions of cruelty 
and revenge. 

Edward complained of this feverity to the nobles of Brittany, as an infrac- 
tion of the truce ; but, as they were profefledly attached to the party of Charles 
of Bio is /( their execution, however, unjuft, could not poflibly be confidered as a 
violation of the treaty. As the Englifh monarch, however, w r as in< 
new the war, -lie was not very fcrupulous in- his feleftion of circumftanccs for 
the juftific ation of his conduct. He threatened to retaliate the cruelty exerted 

on Oliver de Cliflbn, on Henry de Leon, who was his prifoner j but^ being di& 
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fuaded from following fo bad an example, he contented himfelf with exacftin 
from that nobleman a promife to repair to the court of France, and tell Philip^ 
that, as he had violated the truce by the execution of the nobles of Brittany, he, 
from, that day, confidered him as his enemy, and would treat him as fuch. On 
this condition, which he faithfully fulfilled, three-fourths of his ranibm were 
remitted, and he was reftcred to liberty on paying only ten thoufand Hvres. 

A. D. 1345.] When the king of England had thus publiihed^his realbns 
for renewing the war before the expiration of the truce, he difp&tched a fmall 
force into Brittany, under the conduit of Sir Thomas Dagworth, to affift and 
encourage the gallant countels of Montfort, and her adherents ; and then lent 
an army into Guienne, under the command of his uncle, the earl of Derby, 
for the 'defence of that province* The French governor, the count of Lifle- 
Jourdain, immediately aflernbled his troops ; and, being joined by the counts of 
Comminges, Perigord, Carmain v Villemur, Valentinois, Mirande, Duras, and 
la Borde ; the vifcount of Chatillon ; the lords of Pin cornet, Chateau-Neuf, 
and D'Eftain, and by many others of the nobility, he fhut himfelf up in Eergc- 
rac, a flrong poft on the Dordogne, in order to oppofe the paflage of the Eng- 
lifh, who intended to penetrate into the Perigord. But, after two attacks, con- 
duced with equal fkill and fpirit, and doubting his ability to fuftain a third, the 
governor thought proper to decamp, and leave the inhabitants at liberty to ca- 
pitulate. .This advantage was followed by the entire reduction of the Perigord. 

The count de Lifle, who had retired to Reole, having collected an army of 
ten or twelve thoufand men, nowinvefted Auberoche, which had fallen into the 
hands of the Englifh, and profecuted the fiege with fuch vigour that the garri- 
fon was reduced to the.lafl extremity. Derby, apprifed of their diftrefs, mar- 
ched privately from Bourdeaux, with only a thoufand cavalry; and, his approach 
being concealed by a wood, he took the French by furprife, attacked them with 
irrefiftible ardour, and obtained a moft complete viftory. Great numbers pe- 
rifliedin theaftion; and two hundred knights and ten counts, in which number 
was the count of Lifle, v were taken prifoners. The lord of Duras, and Lewis 
of Poitiers, were among the killed. After this victory the earl of Derby redu- 
ced all the places in Guienne which had been taken by the French, with the fin- 
gle exception of Blaye, which he inverted during ten weeks, when the courage- 
ous defence of Guichard de Langle and William de Rochechouart, who com- 
manded in the town, compelled him to raife the fiege. The governor of Ai~ 
guillon, a fortrefs w r hich, in thofe times,- was deemed impregnable, furrender- 
ed before lie was attacked ; but he foon met with the punifhment that was due 
to his perfidy; for, when he arrived at Touloufe, he was fcizedand hanged by 
the inhabitants. 

While the Englifh obtained thefe advantages in Guienne, the war was carri- 
ed on in Brittany with varied fuccefs. In compliance with the articles of the 

truce concluded between the kings of France and England, and their refpeftive 
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allies, the count of Mont fort had been releafed from confinement, but on con- 
dition that he (hould not return to Brittany till the expiration of the truce. 
Imagining, probably, that Philip had no right to ixnpofc this reftriiPJon, he re- 
ently withdrew from Paris, and repaired to the Englifli court,where, having dene 



homage to Edward for his duchy, on the twentieth of May, 1345, he returned 
to the continent in the following month with a (upply of Englifh troops, which 
enabled him to open the campaign*. Charles of Blois, in the mean time, took 
the town of Ouimpercorentin, and put the garrifon and the inhabitants', with- 
out diftin&ion of age or (ex, to the (word. Among the heaps of dead and dy- 
ing perfons, an infant was found in the arms of its murdered mother, with its 
lips prefled to thebreaft in fearch of that nourifhment which was now mingled 
with blood. This horrid fight di(armed the ferocity of the conqueror, who 
t immediately put a flop to the daughter} but the cruelty praftifed on this occa- 
(ion, though faid to be foreign from the foul of Charles, who is reprefented as 
an humane and generous prince, did an irreparable injury to his caufe. Mont- 
fort haftened to retake Quimpercorentin, but was repulfed with lofs ; he reven- 
ged, however, this affront by the redudion of Dinant; foon after which he was 
(eized with a fever at Hennebonne, that put an end to his exflencc on the 
twentieth of September. He left onefon, named John, whofe intereftsthc king 
of England undertook to fupport. 

A. D. 1346.] The little oppofition which the Englifli had hitherto experien- 
ced was owing to the exhaufted ftate of the French treafury ; but Philip, ha- 
ving at length remedied this inconvenience, by the impofition of an onerous 
duty upon fait, he levied an army of one hundred thqufand ment, which, 
marching into Guienne, under the conduft of the duke of Normandy, who was 
attended by the duke of Burgundy, and many of the chief nobility, threatened 
the total reduction of that province. The Englifli general, unable to oppofe 
a force fo fuperior in the open field, was conftrained to aft merely on the de- 
fenfive ; fo that the duke marched unmolefted to Angouleme, which he imme- 
diately inverted. This place was commanded by John, lord Norwich, who, af- 
ter a vigorous defence, finding it impoffible to fave the town, had recourfe to a 
ftratagem, by which he prevented the garrifon from becoming prifbnersof war. 
He demanded a parley with the duke of Normandy, who, obferving that he fbp- 
j-jofedit was his intention to capitulate, "By no means," replied Norwich, "but 
" as to-morrow .will be the feaftof the Virgin, for whom I know, Sir, that you 
' as well as myfelf entertain a proper degree of refpeft, I defire a ceffation of 
arms for that day." The duke, having fignified his affent to the propofal, the 
governor ordered his troops to prepare their baggage, and, on the next day, 
marched out of the town, and advanced towards the French camp* The be- 
fiegers feeing the Englifli approach, inftantly flew to arms, when Norwich fent 



• 
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no occafion could be prevailed on to break his word, exclaimed, u The govcr- 
" nor, I fee, has outwitted me; fb we muft e'en content ourfelves with obtain- 
cc ing pofleffion of the town j" and tfie Englifli were allowed to pals through the 
camp unmolefted. 



Nor 



fi 



from 



cations which the Englifli had recently thrown up, was in a condition to make 
a long refinance. The attack was con du&ed with determined vigour; each 
day four regular aflaults were given ; and the duke of Normandy, having ta- 
ken a rafti oath, not to decamp till he had taken pofleffion of the place, fpared 
no pains to reduce it. Four different bridges were conftrufted over the Ga- 
ronne, and immediately deftroyed by the a&ive courage of Sir Walter Manny, 
who, with the earl of Pembroke, commanded the forces in the town. Every, 
effort was exerted that ingenuity could devife, or valour execute, but in vain; 
the Englifli were conftantly under arms, and, although prefled on every fide, 
defended themfelves with luch fkill and refolution, that the duke at length de- 
fpairing to fucceed by force, converted the flege into a blockade, with a view 
to reduce them by famine, 

Edward apprifed of his intention, and aware of the importance of preferring 



Aigi 



having colleded a powerful army, 



reibived to repair in perfonto the relief of Guienne. He accordingly embark 
ed his troops on board a fleet of one thoufand fail; but, being detained more 
than a month at Portfmouth by contrary winds, he was, during that time, 
prevailed upon to change his plan of operations, and dirett his courfe to Nor- 
mandy, where the French were unprepared to receive him* This plan had 
been fuggefted to him by Geoffrey of Harcourt ; who, compelled by the tyran- 
ny of Philip to abandon his country, had repaired to the Englifli court, where 
he was favourably received by Edward. In compliance with the advice of 
this nobleman, the king of England failed from St. Helen's, on 'the tenth of 
July, 1 346, accompanied by his el deft fon, the prince of Wales, who had now 
attained his fixteenth year, and by all the principal nobility of the kingdom.— 
After a voyage of two days, he landed at La Hogue, with his army, which 
confuted of four thoufand men at arms, ten thoufand archers, and eighteen 
thoufand infantry. 

nt of the Englifli fpread terror and difmay throughout the fertile 
Normandy, which had long been exempted from the terrors of 



The 



war. 
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The open country was ravaged, and the towns, being ill fortified, and 

worfc defended, were fpeedily reduced, Karfleur was pillaged without rem- 

fcance j while Cherbourg, Montebourg, Valognes, Carentan, and Saint-Lo, 

were all reduced to allies. The news of this fudden and unexpected iuvafion 

was received with aftonifhment by the court of France, The king, however, 
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flattered himfelf that the town of Caen might hold out, and, by checking the 
progrefs of the invaders, give him time to affemble his forces. He therefore 
lent the count D ? Eu, conftable of France, and the count of Tancarville, with 
what arms and men he could colleft, to reinforce the garrifon. One fide of 
the town was defended by a caflle, guarded by three hundred Genoefe. The 
inhabitants, at firfl, displayed fo much reiblution that it was refclved to give 
up the original defign of abandoning the fuburbs, and confining themfelves to 
the defence of the city ; but, when they were attacked by the enemy, their cou- 
rage foon forfook them ; they fled at the firft onfet, and the Englifli, following 
them into the town, a dreadful maflacre enfued. The pillage is faid, by Froi£ 
fard, to have continued three days ; the jewels, plate, and mo ft valuable eft'e&s 
were referved for Edward, and the reft were bellowed upon the army. The 
whole was embarked on board the fleet, and fent over to England, together 
with three hundred of the moft wealthy citizens of Caen, whom the king in- 
tended to detain till they fhould be able to pay their ranibm. 

From Caen, Edward advanced to Evreux, but that town being well fortifi- 
ed he marched on to Louviers, which he took and burned. When he came 
to Rouen he found that Philip had been there before him,. and had broken down 
the bridge over the Seine, wherefore he changed his courfe, and purfued his 
march along the banks of that river towards Paris, laying wafle 'the whole 
country, and deftroying every town and village that lay in his way. In this 
definitive progrefs Pont-de-PArche, Vernon, Mante, and Meulan were re- 
duced to allies. The king, in the mean time, left Rouen, and, marching along 
the op polite fide of the river, arrived at Paris juft as Edward reached. Poiify, 
A detachment of the Englifli army penetrated into the Chartrain ; and, on their 
return, pillaged and burnt Saint-Germain-en-Laye, Nanterre, Reuel, Saint- 
Cloud, ISIeuilly, and the tower of Montjoye, which had been recently re- 
paired.. 

Edward intended to pafs the river at Poiffy, but he found Philip, who had 
collefted his forces, prepared to oppofe his paifage ; and the bridge at that 
place, as well as all other bridges over the Seine, broken down* He extri- 
cated himfelf, however, from this perilous fituation, by making a feint march 
towards Paris, and then haftily returning, when he repaired the bridge with 
incredible celerity, having fecretly provided materials for that purpofe ; and, 
pafling over his army, advanced by quick marches towards Flanders. His van- 
guard, commanded by Geoffrey of Harcourt, fell in with the commons of Pi- 
cardy, who were going to join their fovereign, and defeated them with great 

llaughter. After this vi&ory, the Englifli" entered the Beauvoifls, where they 
committed the fame ravages as. had hitherto marked their, progrefs. It appears 
ftrange, fays M. de Boulainvilliers*, that Edward, who had formed apian for 

* Boulainvil. Hift, de France* 
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the conquefl of France, fliould have contented himfelf with .laying waflc the 
country ; in fa£l, a nation is fooner fubdued by afts of moderation, than bv ex- 
ertions of cruelty; but fuch was, at this period, the wretched condition of the 
common people in moft parts of Europe,, and fuch the barbarous mode of v>>?~ 
ging war. The principal reward of the troops confifted in the plunder tiiev 
were able to make ; and the leaders themfelvcs could feldom reflrain the difbr- 
dcrs which were authorifed by cuftom. Nor was the refpeft due to religion 
fufficiently powerful to preferve the churches from the licentious rage of a vic- 
torious foldiery. The rich and magnificent abbey of Saint Luciah, at Beau- 
vais,* founded by Chiideric — one of the moft ancient monuments of kingly pie- 
ty then extant in France— was firft pillaged, and then reduced to afhes. Ed- 
ward, on this occafion, ordered one of his foldiers to be hanged, for having 

prefumed to tranfgrefs the exprefs prohibition he had ilfued not to commit the 
fmallefl outrage on the fandtuaries of religion*. 

Philip was greatly enraged when he found Edward had efcaped ; and he has- 
tened to purfue him with the utmoft ardour and difpatch . The Englifh monarch, 
when he arrived on the banks of the Somme, was reduced to the fame difficul- 
ty from which he had fo lately difengaged himfelf: all the bridges on that river 
were either broken down, or rendered impaiTable by the ftrength of the detach- 
ments flationed to protcft them: in vain did he attempt to force thofc of Pe- 
quignay and Kemy ; he was repulfed at both places, and his fituation daily be- 
came more critical. The French army, advancing with rapidity, he found him- 
felf on the point of being compelled to engage on unequal terms, with troops 
haraflTcd by forced marches, encumbered with booty, and greatly inferior in 
numbers. In this extremity he oifered a reward of one hundred nobles to any 

one who fliould conduft him to a ford. A French peafant, named Gobin Agacc 
allured by theprolpeft of gain, was {educed on this occafion into an aft of trea- 
chery ; and informed Edward of a paflage, between Abbeville and the fea, 
fufficiently broad to admit twelve men a-breafr, where, at low water, he might 
pafs the river in fafety. Preceded by his guide, the king of England continu- 
ed his march during the whole night, and, on the morning of the twenty-fourth 
pf Auguft, arrived at the ford of Blanchetaque ? the only place in Ponthieu where 
the Somme was fordable. His defign, however, being anticipated by Godemar 
du Fay, that nobleman appeared on the oppofite banks, with a fir on g detach- 
ment of twelve thoufand men, ready to dilpute his paifage. But the neceflity 
of the cafe did not admit of deliberation ; Edward, therefore, jumped into the 
river, fword in hand, drove the enemy from their ftation, and purfued them to 
ft diftance on the plain ; Frbiflard fays, that Godemar du Fay displayed, on this 
occafion, his ufual courage, and that his repulfe was folely owing to the cow- 
ardj.ee of his troops, who were chiefly undifciplined militia, andfied at the firft 

* Yijlaret, 
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onfet : the continiiator of Nangis, a contemporary writer (but frequently par- 
tial and in cor reft) aflerts, on the other hand, that he did not make the Imalleft 
refiftance, but drew off his troops the moment the Englifli approached. 

The van-guard of the French army arrived at the ford when the rear-guard 
of the Englifli were palling, and fome of the laft ranks that ftill remained on the 
fide were taken prifoners. When Philip came up with the reft of his troops, 
and faw the enemy on the oppofite banks of the Somme, hurried on by anger 
and the third of revenge, he would fain have pafled the rifing ftream ; but the 
return of the tide had rendered it impoffible ; he was therefore obliged to take 
his route over the bridge at Abbeville, by which fome time was loft, Edward, 
after palling the night at Noyelle, had, in the morning, proceeded to the ftnall 
village of Grecy ; though he had hitherto furmounted every obftacle to his pro- 
grefs, he was fully aware that the fuperiority of the French, particularly in ca- 
valry, muft materially incommode his march over the open plains of Picardy, 
which would afford him but little opportunity for the exertion of military Mil 5 
he therefore prudently refolved to wait for them in his prefent fituation, the lo- 
cal advantages of which might, in fome meafure, compenfate for his inferior 
numbers. He chofe his ground with great judgment, on a gentle afcent, which 
commanded the village, where he drew up his army in three lines. The firft, 
confiding of eight hundred men at arms, four thoufand archers, and fix thou- 
land Welfh infantry, was commanded by the young prince of Wales, aflifted 
by the earles of Warwick and Oxford, by Geoffrey of Harcourt, and by the 
lords Stafford, Chandos, Holland, Clifford, and the flower of the Englifli nobi~ 
lity. The earls of Aurundel and Northampton, with the lords of Willoughby, 
Roos, Baffet, and Sir Lewis Tufton, led on the fecond line, which was compoC- 
ed of eightjhundred men at arms, four thoufand halbardiers, and two thoufand 
archers. The third line, which was meant as a corps de referve, either to fa- 
cilitate a retreat, in cafe of neceffity, to fupply the other two lines with occafi- 
onal fuccours, or to fecond any advantage they might gain over the enemy, was 
commanded* by the king in perfon, attended by the lords Mowbray and Morti- 
mer, Sir Thomas Dagworth, Sir .Hugh Haftings, and others of the nobility. 



This line was r s &ged on the fummit of the hill ; and confifted of feven hun* 



dred men at armlf£five thoufand three hundred bill-men, and fix thoufand ar- 
chers. Edward had taken the precaution to fecure his flanks by trenches ; while 
his rear was defended by a wood, in which he placed his baggage; and he fur- 
rounded the whole by an intrenchment. When the army was drawn up in this 
excellent order, the king of England rode along the ranks ; and, by his chear- 
ful countenance and animating exhortations, infpired his troops with a degree 
of courage and confidence not inferior, to his own. He then ordered his caval- 
ry to difmount, and his whole army to repofe themfelves a while on the grafs, 
and refrefh themfelves by food, that they might be prepared to receive the en? 
my with more fpirit and vigour/ 
Vol. 1L 
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The king, eager to overtake the Englifli, marched from Abbeville with a pro- 
digious army, at break of day, on the twenty-fifth of Auguft, 1346*. When 
he had advanced about three leagues on his road to Crecy, he fent four knights 
to reconnoitre the fituation of the enemy ; on their return, fearful that the re- 
fult of their obfervations might prove difplealing to Philip, they forbore to 
fpeak — till one of them, an experienced officer in the fervice of the Bohemian 
monarch, being prefled by the king, thus addreflcd him: u Sire, I will Ipeak 
u under the correction of my companions, fince fuch is your pleafure. We 
" have obeyed your orders, and obferved the lituation of your enemies ; know, 
they are drawn up in three lines, and are waiting your approach. Where- 
fore, it is my advice, with fubmiflion to thofe who are able to give better 
council, that your troops remain where they are, in the fields, till to-morrow ; 
for, by the time your rear fhall have reached this fpot, and the whole be 
drawn up in order of battle, it will be late; belldes, your men will be tired, 
u while the enemy will be frefli and vigorous. To-morrow morning you may 
a draw up your troops in proper order ; and, in the mean time, you will have 
a leifure to confider on what fide it will be beft to attack the Englifh, for, be 
u aflured, they will wait for you." 

The king appeared convinced of the propriety of this advice, and immedi- 
ately told the knights to order the van of his army to hault ; they accordingly 
galloped on, calling out to the ftandard-bearers — u Stop ; in the name of God, 
" and of Saint Denis, flop I" Thofe who were moft forward halted ; but the 
corps that followed, under the command of the count of Alencon, obftinately 
refuting to difcontinue their march, they foon refumed their progrefs, In vain 
did the king fend reiterated orders to halt, they were all difregarded, and the ar- 
my arrived at Crecy in fuch confufion, that it was impoflible to reduce them into 
proper order. Even Philip himfelf, as foon as he perceived the enemy, hurried 
on by refentment at the infults he had fuftained, forgot every thing but his oath 
not to let Edward efcape without bringing him to aft ion. He ordered his van, con- 
lifting of fifteen thoufand Genoefe crofs-bowmen, under the command of Antonio 

Doria and Carolo Grimaldi, to begin the attack ; but a fliower of rain, which had 
fallen a little before the engagement, having moiftened and r f ehfxed the firings of 
their bows, their arrows fell fhort of their mark ; whereas thofe of the Englifh, who 
kept their bows in cafes, did infinite execution among the Genoefe, and foon 
threw them into diforder. The king, feeing them fall back, ordered his men 
at arms to ride over them, exclaiming, " Kill that rabble, for they flop our 
" way without any reafon." The cavalry, in attempting to obey his orders, 
broke their own ranks ; whereas, had they opened a paflage for them, all con- 
fufion would have been avoided, and they might eafily have rallied behind the 
horfe. But, notwithftanding this firft check, the count of Alencon advanced 

m 
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with great fu^y againft the body conducted by the prince of Wales, who recei- 
ved him with aftonifhing intrepidity ; at the fame time, an impetuous attack was 
made by a chofen body of French and German knights on the Englifh archers, 
who were driven from the ranks, fo that the prince was in imminent danger of 
being (unrounded. In this emergency, the earl of Warwick difpatched a mel- 
fenger to the king of England, entreating him to advance to the relief of his 
fon. Edward had fixed his ftation in a windmill, on the fummit of the lull, 
from whence he fur v eyed in tranquillity the fcene of aftion. When the met 
fenger accofted him, he enquired, whether the prince was flain, wounded, or 
unhorfed ; and, being anfwered in the negative — cc Return," faidhe, u to my 

"fon; tell him lam confident he will prove himfelf worthy the honour of 
" knighthood, which I fo lately conferred on him ; and that I am determined 
u the glory of this viftory fhall be wholly referved for him and his brave 
cc companions. " This anfwer being reported to the prince and his followers, 
it infpired them with frefli courage, and impelled them to more vigour ous ex- 
ertions. The archers recovered their ftation ; the earls of Arundel and North- 
ampton had advanced to fupport the prince, and enabled him to repel the at- 
tacks of the count of Alencon, though ftrengthened by continual fupplies. The 
conflift was long fuftained, with equal refolution, on both fides ; but, at length, 
many of the principal nobility being flain, the two firft lines of the French 
army were thrown into confufion, and driven from the field. Philip, who e* 
vinced the moft fignal courage, on this important day, undifmayed by the 
{laughter of his troops, and the lofs of his beft officers, advanced with the line 
under his own command, and made an impetuous attack on the Englifli ; .but, 
ftricken with a panic, his men fled with precipitation, and left him expofed to 
the enemy v with no other fupport than that of five knights, and fixty followers ; 
ftill, however, he refufed to fly ; his horfe being killed under him, the count 
of Hainault affifted him to mount another ; though wounded in two places, all 
exhortations to retreat were difregarded ; till, at length, the count, finding 

him deaf to folicitation and remonftrance, feized his horfe's bridle, and literally 

forced him off the field. 

Such was the fate of this difaftrous day, in which the French flgnalifed their 
courage at the expence of order and difcipline. To the blind fury of the lea- 
ders, and the want of fubordination in the troops, this defeat muft be chiefly 
afcribed ; though the (kill and valour of their foes muft not be forgotten ; the 
prince of Wales particularly diftinguifhed himfelf ; ftimulated by every incite- 
ment that could 'animate the generous bofom of youth; he flgnalifed his firft 
feats of arms in a manner that would have done honour to the moft experienced 
veteran ; aftive and intrepid, he was foremoft in every danger, and, by his own 
conduct, rendered his troops invincible. The old king of Bohemia, blind through 
age, accompanied Philip ; and, being determined to fet a worthy example to his 
followers, he ordered the reins of his bridle to be tied on each fide to the horfes 
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of two of his mofl valiant knights. ' His body, with thofe of his attendants, 
was found among the flain, with their horfes ftanding by them, ftill tied toge- 

gether. 

The victorious Edward, on the morning after the battle, detached a ftrong 
party in purfuit of the fugitives ; who, meeting with a body of French troops 
from Rouen and Beauvais, on their march to join the main army, defeated them 
at the firft onfet. The archbifhop of Rouen, and the grand prior of France, 
advancing with a frefh reinforcement, were likewife defeated and llain, with 
two thoufand of their followers. 

The numbers that fell in the memorable battle of Crecy, and on the fubfe- 
quent day, are varioufly reprefented ; but it appears, by the mofl: moderate 
computation, that the French loft twelve hundred knights, eighty bannerets, 
and thirty thoufand men ; many of the principal nobility ferved to iwell the lift: 
of the flain — viz. the counts of Alencon, Blois, Sancerre, Flanders, Auxerre, 
Vaudemont, Aumale, and Saint Poll ; the dukes of Lorraine and Bourbon ; and 
the two noble Genoefe, Grimaldi and Doria. The ftandard of the Bohemian 
monarch, who afted as a volunteer, was taken and carried to the prince of 
Wales j on it was his creft, three oftrich feathers, with the motto, in Ger- 
man — ct Ich Dien — Iferve" which the prince of Wales and his fucceflbrs adop- 
ted in memorial of the viftory . It has been aflerted that artillery was firft em- 
ployed on this occafion ; that the Englifli, in the heat of the action, made ufe of 
fix pieces of cannon, and that the terror they infpired determined theviftoryin 
their favour*. But this invention was not unknown to the Frencht ; fince it ap- 
pears from an ancient regifter of the chamber of accounts, for the year 1338— 
eight years before the battle of Crecy — that Bartholomew de Drach, treajurer 
for the wars, gives an account of the money advanced to Henry de Famechon for 
powder and other materials neceffary for the ca?i7ion employed in the fiege of Pay 
Cuillaume. 

The king, in defpair at feeing the vi&ory fnatched from him, as it were, by 

the difobedience and infubordination of his own troops, haftened to the caftle of 

Broye, where he arrived about the middle of the night. When the governor 
aiked who was at the gate, " Open it," faid Philip, " it' is the fortune of France." 
After refting himfelf a few minutes, he proceeded to Amiens. In the firft tranf- 
, port of anger, he ordered Godemar du Fay to be hanged ; but the count of 
Hainault moderated his rage, by reprefenting to him that the affe&ion of his. 
fubje&s was already too much eftranged, and that a mifplaced exertion of ri- 
gour would only tend to irritate them more, u It is not to be wondered at/' 
laid that noblemen, cc that Godemar du Fay fhould have been unable to refift 
u the power of the Englifh monarch, when the united forces- of France have 

" in vain attempted to fubdue him/' After the battle, the king wilhed to colled 

* 
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his fcattered troops, and try the fate of a fecond action ; but, fuch was the 
terror that diffufed itfelf throughout the army, that his commands were disre- 
garded, the men refilled to join their flan dards, and haftenedto their refpeftivc 
homes*. He was therefore conftrained to return to Paris, and to defer hjs re- 
venge till a future opportunity. 

Edward, in the mean time, refolved to profit by his victory ; and, as he had 
long been anxious to fecure a commodious pofl, by which he rfiight, at all times, 
have an entrance into France, without being obliged to the Flemingst, he mar- 
ched through the Boulonnois, to Calais, which he inverted on the eighth of Sep- 
tember. The governor of that city was John de Vienne, a valorous knight of 
Burgundy, who was determined to difcharge the trufl repofed in him with vi- 
gour and fidelity; to Edward's citation to furrender the place to him, as king 
of France, he bravely anfwered, that he acknowledged no other king of France 
than Philip, in whofe fervice he was refolved to live and die. The Englifh 
monarch, fenfible of the impracticability of reducing the place by affault, con- 
tented himfelf with blockading it in the mofl effectual manner. He chofe a fe- 
cure flation for his camp, which he furrounded with ftrong entrenchments ; 
raifed huts, which he covered with flraw or broom, to preferve his foldiera 
from the inclemency of the weather ; and ftationed a fleet at the mouth of the 
harbour, to prevent the introduction of provifions into the town. The gover- 
nor, perceiving his intentions, difmiffed all the ufelefs mouths from the garrifbn r 
to the number of feventeen hundred ; and Edward had the generofity to allow 
thefe unhappy people to pafs through his camp ; and even provided them with 
money to defray the expences of their journey. 

The king now recalled the duke of Normandy, who was ftill engaged in the 
fiege of Aiguillon, which he was obliged to raife in obedience to the order of 
his father, notwithflanding the oath he had taken not to quit the place till he 
had reduced the town. Edward, at the fiege of Vannes, had made a fimilar 
vow, thus laying himfelf under the neceffity of furmounting every obflacle, as 
if the will of man, with the aid of an oath, could rife fuperiorto all difficulties,, 
and dire'd the courfe of events. The earl of Derby, by the duke's retreat, 
being left mafler of the field, foon recovered all the towns that had been taken 
in Guienne ; he even pufhed his conquefls as far as Poitiers, which he reduced, 
and, paffing a fortnight in the place, exacted from the inhabitants an oath of 
allegiance to the king of En gland * 

While the kingdom was thus haraffed at either extremity, the war was car- 
ried on with equal ardour in the diflrafted province of Brittany. The countefs 
of Mont fort, aflifted by the Englifh, having reduced the fortrefs of Roche-de- 
rien, Charles of Blois repaired thither with a confiderable army and inverted the 
place 5 but the countefs, reinforced by a body of troops under Sir Thomas Dag- 

* Chron de Fland* + Spicil. Cont. Nang. Froiffard, 
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worth, attacked him during the night in his entrenchments, A bloody conflict 
enfued, in which Charles himlelf was dangeroufly wounded and takea prifoner. 
Moft of the nobility who accompanied him were killed. The vilcount of Ro- 
han ;-the lord of Laval, Chateaubriand, Rays, Tournemine, Rieux, Boifboiffel, 
Machecou, Rofternen, Loheat, andLaJaille, were found among the flain. 

France exhaufted in men and money ; the people groaning beneath the weight 
of imports ; the nobility difcouraged by the fatal defeat at Crecy ; the king a 
prey to fulpicion and chagrin — fuch was the melancholy pi&ure now exhibited 
by this late flourifhing kingdom. Every expedient which the necefllty of affairs 
required, and the mifery of the inhabitants would admit of, was adopted ; new 
duties were laid upon fait, new taxes upon every fpecies of merchandife, new 
imports upon the citizens ; but of all thefe refources, that which excited the 
greateft murmurs among the people, and proved leaic ferviceable to the ftate, 
was the adulteration of the coin, and the augmentation of its current value. 
New money was coined, in weight and purity inferior to the old, which was 
now called in. The variations in the coin during this reign were infinite : the 
people, who at firft were not aware of the difadvantage arifing from thence, 
preferred this mode of fupplying the wants of the ftate, to that of levying im- 
ports, which they more immediately felt. They were foon, however, made 
ienfible of their error ; each augmentation of the current value of money pro- 
duced a confiderable incrcafe in the price of provifions, which never fell in pro- 
portion when the value was diminifhed.j new ordinances continually occafioned 
frefh confufion ; and thofe changes became fo frequent that people were uncer- 
tain, whether the money of the day would be current on the morrow. The 
evil was rtill heightened by the adulteration of the metals ; thofe who had any 
of the ancient coin were compelled to carry it to the clerks appointed to cut it 

through the middle ; and thefe clerks exacted for their trouble a duty upon 
each piece of money, which the proprietor was afterwards obliged to change 

for bale coin, with an enormous lofs upon its intrinfic value*. In the conrfe 
of this reign, the price of the mark of diver experienced more than fifty varia- 
tions, from fifty-five fols to thirteen livres ten fous. The price of a mark of 
gold varied, in proportion, from forty livres to one hundred and thirty-eight 
livres. At one time the evil had arifen to fuch an alarming heigh th, that the 
value of mone)^ became entirely arbitrary ; and a piece of gold pafTed, in trade, 
for a half, fometimes a quarter, (or even lefs) of the value affixed to it by the 
king's edift, Befides the profits which Philip derived from this deftrudive re- 
source, he levied a tenth on all ecclefiaftical propertyt; but, the more money 
was thus extorted from the people, the poorer the king became ; it was all ab- 
sorbed by the nobles and military men, who {pent, in frivolous gratifications, 

and in games of chance, thofe fums which they had received for the fervice of 
phe king, and the defence of the ftate. 




f Pucauge £d verb, Moneta et Marca. 
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Philip now attempted to detach the Flemings from their alliance with Ed- 
ward. Lewis, count of Flanders, who was killed at the battle of Crecy, left 
only one fon, in his fixteenth year*. Young Lewis had been brought up in the 
court of France, and his attachment and fidelity might the more fafely be relied 
on, as he had conceived a violent hatred againft the Englifh, whom he conll- 
dered as the aflaffins of his father. Edward wifhed to make him his fon-in-law ; 
and, having communicated his wi flies to theFlemifh deputies, his propofals were 
accepted with joy — but the count's confent was necefTary, and he then refided 
at the French court. The duke of Brabant, who had the fame views with Ed- 
ward, fecretly traverfed the negociations of that monarch, and Philip was en- 
gaged to favour his dcligns, by a promife from the duke to gain over the Flem- 
ings to his intereft. The young count, at the requifttion of his fubjefts^. was 
fent into Flanders ; and his marriage with the daughter of the duke of Brabant 
was concluded ; when the king of England, apprifed of a treaty fo prejudicial 
to his own intereft, exerted himfelf with fuch fuccefs that the Flemings once 
more changed their refolution. They now declared that they would never fuf- 
fer their prince to marry the duke's daughter, and gave Lewis to underftand 
that he muft confent to efpoufe the daughter of the Englifli monarch. The 
count appearing indifpofed to comply with their wifhes, they feized and confi- 
ned him ; reduced to this extremity he found the neceflxty of diflimulation ; ex- 
preffed his determination to accede to their propofals, and repaired to Bergues- 
Saint-Winoch, where the king of England (who was then before Calais) went 
to meet him, with his daughter, the princefs Ifabellat. The young couple were 
betrothed to each other, to the great content of Edward, and the apparent fa- 
tisfadtion of the future bridegroom ; but Lewis foon took an opportunity ta 
elude the vigilance of his guards, and, efcaping to France, there married, be- 
fore the expiration of the year, Margaret of Brabant. 

The king had flattered himfelf with the vain hope that the inclemency of the 
feafon would compel Edward to raife the {lege of Calais ; and that the irruption 
of the Scottifh monarch, at the head of a powerful army, would induce him to 
return to England ; but Edward having, previous to his departure, made every* 
neceffary arrangement for the fafety of his dominions, refolved not to quit the 
place till he had accompliflied the objeft of his enterprife. Fortune, indeed, 
feemed to favour all the defigns of this prince. The queen of England, having 
collefted a body of twelve thoufand troops, which fhe entrufted to the command 
of lord Percy, came up with the Scotch army at NevilleVcrofs, near the city 
of Durham, on the twelfth of (Mober, 1346. An a&ion enfued, in which the 
Scots, notwithstanding their fuperiority of numbers, fuftained a total defeat ; 
fifteen or twenty thoufand of them were {lain, and their monarch, with many 

of the nobles, was taken prifoner, and fent to the tower of London, Philippa 

* Froiffard, Spicil, Cont. Mang« + Rymer, vol. i.p. 4* 
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haftened herfelf to the Englifh camp before Calais, to take the news of this 
victory to her hufband. 

John de Vienne, the brave governor of Calais, ftill cherifhing hopes of re- 
lief, pertinacioufly refufed to furrender the town, though the inhabitants were 
reduced to the great eft diftrefs. At length Philip, informed of their condition, 
determined to make a laft effort in their favour. With this view he aflembled 
an army of fixty thoufand men, at the head of which he approached the camp 
of the befiegers ; perceiving the impoflibility of forcing their entrenchments, 
he fent the lords of Charny, Ribaumont, and Nefle, with the marefchal' de 
Beaujeu, with a challenge to Edward, who replied, that he was there to take 
Calais, and that, if the king was anxious to fight, it was his place to find out 
the means of- bringing him to a&ion. Before he difmifTed the mefTengers he 
made them examine every part of his camp, that they might give an exaft 
account of its ftrength to their fovereign, Philip now experienced the extremes 
of fhame and indignation ; loth to retreat, but ftill more loth to rifk the lofs 
of his army, and. the ruin of his ftate, by imprudently liftening to the dilates 
of defpair. 

A. D. 1347.3 The pope fent two cardinals to effeft an accommodation be- 
tween the rival crowns; but all their efforts for this purpofe proved fruitlefs. 
The king, therefore, at length compelled to yield to the lav/ of necelfity, which 
is fuperior to all human power, drew off his troops, and left the faithful citi- 
zens of Calais to their fate. The wretched inhabitants beheld his departure 
from the walls, and gave themfelves up for loft. They were now reduced to 
the laft extremity ; their provifions had long been gone ; and not a dog, horfe, 
cat, nor any fpecies of vermin that was eatable, however unpalatable, remain- 
' ed in the town. The governor, therefore, finding that his hopes of relief from 

the army of Philip were all vanifhed, refolved to furrender a fortrefs he was 
wholly unable to preferve. He accordingly appeared on the walls, and, making 
a fignal to the .Englifh centinels that he defired a parley, Edward fent Sir Wal- 
ter Manny to receive his propofals: — cc Brave knights/' faid the governor, cc I 

have been entrufted by my fovereign with the command of this town: it is 
* c almoft a year fince you began the fiege ; and I, and thofe under me, have en- 
? c deavoured to do our duty ; but, you are acquainted with my prefent condi- 
cc tion: we have no hopes of relief ; we are perilling with hunger ; I am wil- 
<c ling therefore to furrender ; and defire, as the fole condition, to enfure the 
^ lives and liberties of thefe brave men, who have fo longfhared with me eve- 
* c ry danger and fatigue*." 

Manny replied, that he was well acquainted with the intentions of his fove- 
reign, who,' enraged at the long refiftance he had experienced, was determined 
pq take exemplary vengeance on thofe .who had occafioned it ; and would not 

* Froiflar^l. i. 14.6, 
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therefore liflen to any terms which fhould preclude him from inflifting fuch 
punifliment as he fhould think fit on the objects of his refenttnent. " Confi der/' 
replied Vienne, " that this is not the treatment to which brave in 



en are enti- 



tled: if any Engiifh knight had been -in my fituation, your king would have 
" cxpefted the fame conduct from him. The inhabitants of Calais have done 
" for their fovereign what merits the efteem of every prince ; much more of 
u fo gallant a prince as Edward. But I inform you that, if we muft perifti, we 
u fhall not periQi unrevenged ; and that we are not fo reduced, but that we 
" can fell our lives at a high price to the viftors. It is the intereft of both 
fides to prevent thefe. deiper ate extremities ; and I expedt that you yourfelf, 



u brave knight, will interpofe your good offices with yoilr prince in our behalf. 

Manny was ftricken with the juftnefs of thefe fentiments, and reprefenting 
to Edward the danger of reprisals in cafe he fhould commit any aft of cruelty, 
that monarch was at length perfuaded fo fai* to recede from his determination, 
as to grant their lives to all the inhabitants and garrifon, except to fix of the 
principal citizens, who, he infilled, fhould bring the keys of the town to his 
camp, bare-headed and bare-footed, and with ropes round their necks. Intel- 
ligence of this declaration being conveyed .to the inhabitants of Calais, they 
were thrown into the utmoft confternation ; 4 all was tumult and confufion ; and 
every one- was at a lofs how to ad j till Euflace de Saint-Pierre, one of the 
molt opulent citizens — whole name moft richly deferves to be recorded in hiflro? 
ry — boldly Iteppcd forward and offered himfelf a voluntary victim, to the fafer 
ty of liis friends and companions. An example fo noble foon excited a Ipirit of 
emulation ; and five of the borgefles joined him, in devoting themfelves, to vo- 
luntary deftruftion. The names only of three of thefe generous martyrs have 
been preferved; John Daire, and James and Peter Wifant, two brothers. The 



them 



Walter 



caufe with his fovereign. When they came into the prefence of the Englifh 
monarch, they prefented him with the keys of the town. The nobility who 
attended the king could not refrain from giving vent to thofe emotions of pity 



and admiration with which fuch an inflance 



agnamm 



nothing but axonfuied murmur- — the offspring of compafRon^— was heard around 
the prince. Edward alone appeared inflexible : he looked on them with an air. 
of fe verity ; and ordered them to be led to the gibbet. Such cruelty in a fo- 
vereign hitherto renowned for his generofity, is truly aftonifhing. He remain- 
ed deaf to the felicitations, the prayers, and the tears of his courtiers ; even the 
entreaties of his favourite fon % the prince of Wales, who threw himfelf at his 
feet, and begged aloud for mercy, were rejetted; blinded by rage, and callous 



orders for conducing the victims 

fens of misfortune had been loft 
Vol, IL x 



G 
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glory been totally eclipfed, but for the intervention of his queen Philippa, 
That virtuous princefs entering the tent, threw herfelf on her knees, and con- 
jured her hufband by every principle of honour, humanity, and religion, not to 
fully the fplendour of his arms by fo flagrant an aft of inhumanity. The king 
caft down his eyes ; and, after a moment's filence, exclaimed, u Ah, madam 
" I could have wifhed you had been any where but here : your prayers are fo 
cc forcible, that I cannot refift them. To you, then, I give them up." Having 
obtained her requeft, flie led the fix patriots to her tent, where {he ordered a 
repaft to be fet before them ; and, after making them a prefent of money and 
clothes, difiniffed them in fafety*. 

The Englifli monarch took pofleflion of Calais, on the fourth of Auguft ; and, 
in order to fecure a conqueft which had coft him fo much trouble to acquire, 
he expelled all the inhabitants, and re-peopled the town with Englifli ; an aft 
of policy which, though it favoured of cruelty, was certainly juftifiable, as men 
who had exerted fo much courage in refitting the attacks of a foreigner, could 
never be fuppofed to bear his government with patience. Edward made Ca- 
lais the ftaple of wool, leather, tin, and lead, the chief commodities of his 
kingdom, for which there was any confiderable demand on the continent. 
Through the mediation of the pope's legates, a truce was concluded between 
the French and Englifli, foon after the furrender of Calais, to continue till the 
eighth of July, 1348, and which was afterward prolonged, by different treaties, 
till the conclufion of the reign of Philip. 

A. D. 1348O No fooner were the people releafed from the horrors of war, 
than they had to encounter the more dreadful aflaults of peftilence and famine, 
A general contagion, unexampled in the annals of hiftory, fpreadover the face 
of the globe ; and, having ravaged Afia and Africa, purfued its definitive pro- 
grefs through the different countries of Europe ; in fome of which icarce a 
twentieth part of the inhabitants efcaped its fury. It continued to rage in France 

■ 

* Such is the account of this extraordinary tranfaftion as recorded by Froiflard ; but it fliould be re- 
membered, that itrefts on the lingle teftimony of that author>whofe frequent errors and mifreprefentations, 
arifing either from credulity or a love of the marvellous, are univerfally acknowledged. Robert de Avef- 
bury, alfo a contemporary writer, fays not a word on the fubjett; yet 'he is particular in his narration ol 
? the furrender of Calais, and his whole Hiftory of the Reign of Edward, up to the year 1356, bears evi- 
dent marks of candour and fiheerity ; and, from the original papers which it contains, affords the ftrongeft 
ground for belief, that he had consulted every fource of authentic information : a circumftancc fo (taking 
and notorious, had it really occurred, could not indeed be unknown to him, and his forbearance to record 
it can only be afcribed to a want of fidelity, the refult of prejudice or fear, repugnant to the general cha- 
racter of his work. From thefe confiderations, and from the known difpofttion of Edward to a6h of ge- 
nerofity, humanity, -and mercy, fo recently exemplified in his conduct to the exiled inhabitants of Calais, at 
the commencement of the fiege, we ftrongly incline to fufpett the veracity of Froiflard's account. It is 
poffible that Edward, exafperated by the obftinacy of their refiftance, might endeavour to excite the 
fears of the inhabitants, in an unjuftifiable manner, by promulgating a pretended refolution to facrifice fix 
of their principal citizens; butftronger teftimony, than the unfupported affertion of a fingle hiftorian, mult 
be adduced to convince us that he feriou fly intended to punifh with death an uncommon exertion of courage, 

when 3 at other times, deeds of extraordinary valour formed the chief objeft of his praife and admiration* 
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for more than a twelvemonth ; during which time five hundred bodies were 



from 



the Innocents. The 



by the peftilence, that not a fufficient number efcaped to bury the dead. The 



niafTacred and burned 



j 



kingdom. 

The king of England, during this time, had nearly loft the important fortrefs 



— — 7 j j 
courage, but devoid of honour. 



Amerie of Pavia, a man 



Charny 



(who, it is affirmed, by the French hiftorians, em 
barked in this enterprife without the knowledge of his fovereign) he had enga- 
ged, for a bribe of twenty thoufand crowns, to deliver the town and caftle to 
the French. Edward, informed of his perfidy by his fecretary, fummoned 
Amerie to London, on fome other pretence, and there, having convinced him 
that he had fufficient proof of his guilt, offered to remit the punifhment due to 
his crime, on condition that he would implicitly follow the inftruftions he fhould 
receive. The Italian joyfully confented to redeem his forfeited life, on fuGh 

eafy terms ; and, having returned to Calais, informed Edward of the day which 
he had appointed for the admiffion of the French. That monarch accordingly 
departed fecretly from London, accompanied by the prh^e of Wales, taking 
with him eight hundred men at arms, and one thoufand archers, under the coma 
xnand of Sir Walter Manny ; and arrived, unperceived, at Calais the night be~ 
fore the plot was to be accompliflied. Having made every neceflary difpofition 
for the reception of the enemy, at the appointed time a hundred of the French 
were admitted at the poftern, and, after they had paid the ftipulated fum, were 
fuddenly furrounded by the Englifh troops, who put fome of them to the fword, 
and furrounded the reft. " During this time, Charny, with aftrong body of for- . 
ces, had advanced to the gate of Boulogne, where they remained in eager ex- 
pedlation of being admitted into the town; but they were greatly furprifed, 
when the gates opened, to fee an EnglHh army march out to attack them. Soon, 
however, recovering from their aftonifhment, they defended themfelves with 
great bravery ; and a bloody conflict enfued, which continued till break of 
day ; when the king of England, who wore no particular badge of diftin&iotf, 
and who fought as a private man under the ftandard of Sir Walter Manny, re- 
marking a French knight, named Euftace de Ribaumont, who was giving the : 
moft fignal proofs of extraordinary valour, conceived a defire of encountering 
him in fingle combat. As he knew Ribaumont, he challenged him by name, 
and a defperate aftion took place. Edward was twice beaten to the ground, 
and twice recovered himfelf ; equal courage and fkill were exerted for fbmp 



by both parties ; but 
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ledge the fuperiorifcy of Edward ; and yield up his fword to him • The defeat:' 

became general, and all the party were either (lain or taken prifoners. 

The French officers were conduced to Calais, where Edward ordered a mag- 
nificent rep aft to be prepared for them in the great hall of the caftle ; and du- 
ring the banquet made his appearance, difcovered to them the antagonift with 
whom they had had the honour to be engaged, and treated them with great re- 
gard and courtefy. Charny, indeed, he gently reprehended for the infidiouf- 
nefs of his attempt ; but on Ribaumont he bellowed the higheft encomiums ; he 
declared him to be the mod valorous knight he had ever been acquainted with; 
and acknowledged that he himfelf had never been expofedto fuch imminent dan- 
ger as daring his combat with him. He prefented him with a chaplet of pearls, 
laying — ,cc Sir Euftace, this prefent I beftow on you as a fmall teltimony of my 
" efteem for your bravery. I entreat you to wear it for my fake ; and, as I 
" know you to be of a gay and amorous difpofition, delighting in the com- 
cc pany of ladies and damfels, let them all be told from what hand you receiv- 
cc ed it. You arc no longer a prifoner : I acquit you of your ranfom ; and to- 
u morrow you will be at liberty to difpofe of yourielf as you think proper*," 

The king's uneafinefs at the lofleshe had experienced during the war, and at 
the mifery of his people, was conficlerably encreafed by misfortunes of a do 
meftic nature. Jane, his queen, daughter to Robert, duke of Burgundy, died 
at the Hotel de Nefle, the ordinary refidence of the French monarchs at this 
period, of the contagious diftemper which prevailed throughout the kingdom, 
and which flie caught by pioufly attending the fick, and bellowing on them fuch 
afliftance and confolation as their fituation required. . Her death was fincerely 
regretted by the nation, as well as by Philip himfelf, to whom fhe was juftly en- 
deared by every virtue that can embellifh and dignify the human mind. The 
duchefs of Normandy died Icon after, and was interred at the abbey of Mau- 
buiffbn which file had founded ; the body of the queen was conveyed to Saint 
Denis, and her heart to Citeaux. 

It was about this time that the pope annexed the city and county of Avignon 
to the fee of Rome. After the death of Robert, furnamed the Sage, his grand- 
daughter jane fucceeded to the kingdom of Naples. This princeis had been 
"married, when very young, to her coufin Andrew, brother to Lewis, king of 
Hungary ; but the difference of their tempers gave rife to continual difputes, 
and proved finally produftive of crimes and calamities. Charles di Durazzo, 
brother-in-law to the queen, perfuaded her to get rid of a hufband that thwar- 
ted her inclinations- and deftroyed her repofe ; Jane was bafe enough to Jiften 

The cpnduft of Edward, on this occaSon, tends to corroborate the opinion we have advanced in the 
preceding note : though the human mind may be replete with contradictory fentimenfs, and fuhjcci to 
continual changes that baffle the power of argument, and the .efforts of reafon ; It is fHH difhciut to con- 
ceive, that the^prince who could adt thus generoufiv, ihould be guilty of fuch flagrant barbarity as is laid 

to the charge of Edward ia his behaviour to the fix citizens of Calais* 
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to the treacherous advice, and the wretched Andrew was accordingly ftrangled 
in a room adjoining her apartment. In a fhort time after his death, fhe married 
the prince of Tarentum ; but a crime fo atrocious was not. fufFered to pafs un- 
punished ; Lewis the Great, king of Hungary, haftened to revenge the murder 
of his brother. His arms proved every where fuccefsful ; Charles di Durazzo 
was arretted, and fufFered the fame death which he had caufed to be infii&ed on 
his fovereign. Jane then fled into Provence ; and the pope — fays Mezeraj 
" refiding on her territories, paid her great honour j but, profiting by her fitua- 
u tion, he drew from her the town and county of Avignon. For this acquifition 
' "he paid only eight thoufand Florentine florins of gold'; but his approbation 
c of her marriage with the prince of Tarentum was thrown into the bargain." 
'The purchafe was confirmed by the emperor Charles the Fourth, who entirely 
releafed this country from all kind of fubje&ion to the empire, of which it was 
bolder), as afub-fief of the ancient kingdom of Aries, 

The want of money compelled the king's minifters to have recourfe to every 
expedient that could tend to recruit the royal treafury, exhaufted by a war 
equally tedious and unfortunate. On thefe occafions the financiers were the 
firft objects of perfecution ; and, as they were always found guilty of malyerfa- 
tion, it is fair to prefume that their fovereigns connived at their enormities 
till fuch time as they flood in need of their affiftance* Peter des Effarts, 
treafurer to the king, was now condemned to .the reftitution of one hundred 
thoufand florins of gold ; but he had fufficient influence to procure a mitiga- 
tion of the fentence to one half of the fumv All the Italian and Lombard usu- 
rers who had either farmed, or been appointed to receive, different branches 
of the revenue, were conftrained to give an 1 exaft account of the exorbitant 
funis which they had extorted from the neceflity of the ftate and the wants of 
the fovereign. Their conduit was fcrutinized with the utmoft rigour, and 
though they obtained from the king letters of fufpenfion, which ought to have 
put" a flop to the proceedings againtl them, ft ill the chamber of accounts purfu- 
ed them ; they were finally compelled to quit the kingdom, and the fums they 
had advanced were confifcated to the crown. 

Ever fince the year 1343, Philip had been engaged in a.negociation for the 
acquifition of Dauphiny, which was not brought to a conclulion till 1349. 
Humbert the Second, dauphin of Vienne, being inconfolable for the death of 
his only fon Andrew, who was killed by a fall from a window, had formed the 
relblution of quitting the world. With this view he treated with the king, 
and agreed, in cafe he died without heirs, to tranfmit his dominions to the 
duke of Orleans, Philip's fecond fon, or if the duke fhoukl die before him, to 
any one" of the children of the duke of Normandy, or of his defcendants, that 
the king and his fucceffors fhould chnfe to appoint, to be holden in perpetuity, 
and on the exprefs condition that the perfon who fhould be appointed, fhould 
afTume the title of dauphin, and bear the .arms of Dauphiny quartered with 
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thofe of France j and that this country fhould never be incorporated with the 
kingdom unlefs France and the empire fhould. become fubjedl to the fame fo- 



vereign. This 



from 



09 ~ 

In return for 



this ceflion, Philip engaged to give the dauphin the fum of one hundred and 
twenty thoufand florins of gold, payable in three years, befides one annuity for 
his life of ten thoufand livres, and another, in perpetuity, of two thoufand.— 
By a new deed, figned on the feyenth of June, in the following year, the 
dauphin transferred the ceflion of his dominions to the duke of Normandy or 

one of his children. Nothing, however, could be more uncertain than the ex- 
ecution of thefe treaties, although the dauphin had adtually received from Phi- 
lip a part of the ftipulated fum. Humbert was ftill young, and the death of 
his wife, Mary of Baux, which happened two years after this period, far from 
taking away all hopes of an heir, gave reafon to apprehend that he would be 



marry again. The 
to this prince, even advifed him 
children. The dauphin-, roufed 



wife bv whom 



j 



Bourbon;, but the king, who kept a watchful eye on his motions, contrived to 
break this laft alliance, by marrying Joan to Charles, el deft fon to the duke of 
Normandy. Humbert at length gave up all thoughts of marriage, and finally 
refigned to Charles, on the conditions above fpecified, Dauphiny ; the duchy of 
Champfour ; the principality of Brianconnois ; the marquifate of Cefanne ; the 
counties of Vienne, Albon, Grayfivodan, Ebrionnois, and Gapencois j and the 
baronies of la Tour, Valbonne, Fucigny, Meuillon and Montalbin. In confe- 
quence of this ceflion, which was figned on the thirteenth of March, 1349, the 
duke of Normandy repaired to Lyons with his fon Charles, where the cere- 
mony of the inveftiture was performed. On the fixteenth of July the dauphin 
made a formal refignation of his domains to Charles. In the deed of ceflion it 
is exprefsly faid — " That the title and arms of the dauphins fhall be preferved 
4C for ever by thofe who fliall fucceed them ; and that their dominions, although 
" forming, from this time, a part of the kingdom of France fliall be holden by 
c • their fucceflbrs, Separately, and by a different title ; unlefs they fhould happen 
" to govern the empire "at the fame time*." There can be no doubt — fays 
the author of the Hiftory of Dauphiny— but that the kings of France have 
always deemed themfelves bound to obferve thefe conditions ; whence it is, 
that in all their declarations and letters addrefled to the inhabitants of Dau- 
phiny, they only exa& obedience to their orders, in their capacity of dau- 
phins ; and thofe orders are all fealed with the arms of the ancient dauphins. 
Their ordinances, alfo, although binding throughout the kingdom, are only 
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received in this province as in a feparate ftate, and when fan&ioned by the title, 
and fealed with the arms, of the dauphin of Vienne. The province has always 
preferved a particular feal, which is kept by the chancellor, whereas all the 
other provinces loft their diftinttive marks on their annexation to the crown. 
The eldeft fon of the king of France has, from this period, always aflumed 
the title of dauphin, although not^ bound fo to do by the conditions of thefb 
treaties, as fome writers have pretended. 

The day after the ceremony of the inveftiture, Humbert took the habit of a 
Dominican friar ; and, the following year, being admitted into orders, he was 
firft made patriarch of Alexandria, and afterward created perpetual adminiftra- 
tor of the archbifhopric of Rheims. He died at Clermont, in 1355. His body 
w'&s conveyed to the convent of the Jacobins at Paris, and was interred in the 
choir of their church, where his tomb, and that of queen Clemence, fifter to 
Beatrice of Hungary, his mother, are ftill to be feen on either fide the great 
altar. The king had before acquired Rouflillon and Cerdagna, with the lord- 
fliip of Montpelier, from James, king of Majorca, who was firft expelled from 
his dominions, and afterwards maflacred.by Pedro, king of Arragon, juftly fur- 
named The Cruel*. 

A. D. -1350.] Blanche, daughter of Philip, king of Navarre, who died in 

1343, had been brought to the court of France, as the intended wife of the 
duke of Normandy. But the king had no fooner feen this princefs, who was 
one of the mod accomplifhed women of the age, than he became deeply ena- 
moured of her ; and, changing his firft defign of marrying her to his fbn,- re- 
folved to efpoufe her himfelft; and to procure for the duke of Normandy the 
hand of Jane, . countefs of Boulogne, widow- to Philip of Burgundy, who loft 
his life at the fiege of Aiguillon. Thefe two marriages were celebrated nearly 
at the fame time ; that of the king at Brie-Comte-Robert ; and that of the duke 
of Normandy at Saint Genevieve, near Saint Germain-en-Laye. In the month 
of April, in the following year, Charles, the new dauphin, married Joan, eldeft 
daughter to Peter, duke of Bourbon, grand chamber er (chambrier) of France!. 
This dignity, one of the firft in the gift of the crown, had paffed from the lioufe 
of Burgundy into that of Dreux, and afterwards into the Bourbon family. 

The grand-chamberer was entrufted with the care of the king's chamber, or 
apartment, and private treafuryjj , There were feveral important privileges 
annexed to this office j it had an exclufive authority over the furriers,* fadlers, 
glovers, and other trading companies at Paris, the members of which could 
not exercife their profeffion without buying their freedom of the chamberer* 
This dignity was fuppreffed by Francis the Firft, on the death of Charles, duke 
of Orleans, who was the laft perfon that enjoyed the title of chamberer. 

• Mem, Humb. Palat. Ann. 1345. + Spicil. Cont. Nang. Froifiard. % Mem, Huinb, Pal. Arm* 
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Philip had j uft prolonged the truce with England for three years, when he 
fell fick at Nogent-le-Roi, where he died in a few days, on the twenty-fecond 
of Auguft, 1350, On his death-bed, he fent for his two Ions, the dukes of 



Normandy and Orleans ; and, having lliewn them the decifionsof the dodtors of 
law and divinity, confirming the validity of his own title to the crown, and the 
injuftice of Edward's pretentions, he exhorted the duke of Normandy, as his 
fucceflbr, to defend the ftate, after his death, againft all its enemies ; obferving, 
that although the defenders of a juft caufe were not always fuccefsful, yet God 
never fufFered them to fink beneath their misfortunes 3 but always made jufticc 
prevail in. the end. He expired in the fifty-fevcnth year of ' his age, and the 

twenty-third of his reign. 

Few monarchs have, been more praifed by hiftorians than Philip of Valois, 
though few, it muft be confeffed, have had lefs claims to commendation ; he 
was endued, indeed, with great perfonal courage, and was pofTefTed of a ftrong 
mind, that funk not beneath the preffure pf misfortune: but, though bold, he 
was not magnanimous ; though profufe, not liberal ; though devout, not pious. 
The man of piety is equitable, merciful, and mild ; the man of magnanimity 
turns with horror from deeds of cruelty, and rejects, with difguft, the dark 
diftates of revenge ; the man of liberality, though not, perhaps,' over-nice in 
felefting the objefis of his bounty, is ever fcrupuloufly juft in the means' ; he ne- 
ver opprefles his dependents to enrich his favourites. Villaret has falfely afcri- 
bed the odium incurred by Philip to the perfidy and ingratitude of his fubjeftsj 
the fourceof that odium he might furely have difcovered, in the tyranny and op- 
preffion under which thofe fubje&s too frequently laboured. Stern, cruel, imperi- 
ous, vindictive, and inflexible, the people of Flanders and the nobles of Brittany 
experienced the fatal effects of his pride and revenge. With few qualities to 
command refpeft, with ftill fewer to conciliate affection, Philip lived unbeloved 
and died unlamented. Plis unexpected acceffion to the throne had, in the early 
part of his reign, procured him the appellation of Fortunate — -a title which but 
ill-accorded with the many reverfes of fortune he experienced towards the clofe 
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the mind contracts in the fetters of flavery ; but the nation had not yet made a 
fufficient progrefs in the acquifition of ufeful knowledge, to derive, from their 
new exiftence, all the advantages which it . was calculated to enfure. The arts 
were ftill in their infancy ; commerce, totally negle&ed by the natives, was 
abandoned to the avidity of foreigners, Italians, Spanifh, and Flemings. The 
produce of a few manufactures, badly planned and worfe conduced, was in- 
fufficient to eftablifh an internal communication between the various parts of 
the kingdom. Yet even here luxury was known ; 
as the child of opulence and refinement, fhe here fprang from the womb of mi- 
fery, difplayed her pomp by the fide of ignorance and floth, and grew into vi- 
, gour by the unnatural nourifliment of public calamity* Ridiculous fafhions 
were already introduced, and had become the obje&s of attention to the nobi- 
lity, and of ambition to the common people. A head loaded with feathers, a 
long beard, chains round the neck, a drefs fo tight and fhort asfcarcelyto con- 
ceal from the fight thofe parts which modefty forbids to fhew ; fuch was the 
habiliment newly invented by the knights, efquires, and other fafhionable 
men, and adopted by their fervile imitators, the citizens. The kings and 
princes of the blood were the only perfons who refifted the torrent of innovation, 
and preferved the decent gravity of the ancient modes. This tafte for fu- 
perfluities, which vanity can only be allowed when induftry facilitates the 
means of gratification, prolonged the dreary reign of indigence, notwithftan- 
ding the fertility of the foil, and the number of inhabitants. Thefe defeats 
\i\ the economy of the ftate proved a continual obftacle to the raifing fup- 
plies, either for the execution of works of public utility, or for refilling 'the » 
efforts of an enemy. The mod moderate impofl became an infupportable bur- 
then to an indolent and impoveriflied people ; it is no wonder, therefore, that 
the frequent and onerous exactions which it was found necefTary or expedient 
to levy, fhould excite the murmurs of the citizens, whofe ideas of patriotifm, 
moreover, were yet fo imperfect as to preclude the conception, that the wel- 
fare of the individual was infeparably blended with the fafisty of the ftate. 
The evil was farther augmented by the ufurious intereft extorted by the Flo- 
rentine and Lombard merchants, or bankers. The rapid fortunes acquired by 
thefe foreigners formed a dreadful contraft to the public mifery. Some idea of 
their rapacioufnefs may be. formed from the account of the funis which were 
due to them when banifhed the kingdom ; they had advanced only four hun- 
dred thoufand livres, and the intereft amounted to no lefs than two millions \ 
In thefe wretched times the moft monftrous diforders openly prevailed. The 
general corruption of manners which obtained was not even difguifed by that 
external femblance of decency, beneath which, in more polifhed ages, vice con- 
ceals her deformity. This depravity gave rife to every enormity of which the 
human heart is capable ; the extremes of avarice and prodigality were alike en- 
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dy, violence, and revenge were univerfally exercifed ; nor were thefe vices 
confined to the people ; among the nobles and the great did the country find its 

moft dangerous enemies. 

The fuperftitious credulity of the age is ftrongly exemplified in the conduit 
of Philip, during the illnefs of his fon, the duke of Normandy. He was fo 
thoroughly perfuaded that John would not recover, without the intervention of 
fupernatural means, that he allured the queen, in cafe he fliould die, he would 
not fuffer him to be buried, from a full convi&ion that God would bring him 
to life again. The clergy of Paris, and the monks of Saint Denis, followed 
by an immenfe crowd of people, went in procefiion with their feet naked, to 
Taverny, where the duke lay, apparently, at the point of death. They car- 
ried with them the crown of thorns which had been placed on the head of our 
Saviour, one of the nails which had ferved to faften him to the crofs, and a fin- 
ger of the apoftle of France. Thefe precious relics were depofited in the 
prince's chamber, who, in a few days, to the aftonifhment of all prefent, per- 
fectly recovered his health. This miraculous cure — lays the continuator of 
William be Nangis — was attefted by the king, the queen, the princes of the 
blood, all the nobility, and even by the phyficians thetnielves. The king, from 

w -atitude,. performed a pilgrimage from Taverny to Saint Denis,, 
accompanied by the whole court. After paifing a day at the abbey, and re- 
maining two hours fhut up in the tomb of Saint Denis, he returned to the 

capital. 

The generality of writers have fixed the origin of the tax upon fait, in France, 
called the gabelle * , in the reign of Philip of Valois. " In this fame year, 1 342," 
(according to an ancient manufcriptt) " the king impofed a duty upon fait 



motives of g 



which is called gabelle, whereby he acquired the indignation and ill-will of 
u all his people, both great andfmall." It is, nevertheless, certain that Philip 
of Valois was not the inventor of this impoftt. So early as the reign of Saint 
Lewis, a fimilar tax was levied in many of the provinces.. That monarch, by 
an edift ifTued in 1 246, exempted the town of Aiguemortes from the falt-gabelle. 
Philip the Long alfo laid a duty upon fait. Philip of Valois, at the commence- 



dom 



magazines or iait, in different parts or rne k 
.ward gave him the appellation of, Author of 



Salic Law (Auteur de la Loi Salique;) and Philip in return called his rival, 
The JVool Merchant, in allufion to the fupplies of that article fo frequently 
granted him by the parliament. . On the remonftrance of the ftates, who were. 

- * The term < gabelle 3 is derived either from the Saxon word < gapol/ or < gape!,' which fignifics f tribute ;* 
or elfefrom the Hebrew word < gab' which has the fame fignification. It was always made ufe of in France,- 
to defignate any kind of import whatever. The wine-gabelle, fifh-gabelle, cioth-gabelle, falt-gabelle, tec* 
were common expreffions ; and all the colle&ors of thefe different duties were indifcriminatcly called ga* 
iellatores/ f gahellators/ Du Cange GIofTar. ad verb. Gabella. 
f job* Abb. Laud, in fpecul. Hift. lib. ix. cap. 17* £ VUlaret, 

" Cham, des Comp, Mcmor. B, fol. 1 56, 
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fearful that this impoft might become perpetual, the king, by an edi<ft, bearing 
elate the fifteenth of February, 1345S promifedto abolifh it at the conclufion of 
the war. His fon John, by an edift of the twenty-eighth of September, 1 355, 
renewed the tax with the confent of the ftates of the kingdom. After the bat- 
tle of Poiftiers, the duty was augmented; the price of fait in Paris, in 1358, 
was fixed at fixty crowns of gold the hogfhead, twenty-fix of which were paid to 
the vender, twenty-fix to the king, and eight to the town ; the fame year it was 
railed to a hundred crowns ; twenty-fix of which were for the vender, fifty-fix 
for the king, and eighteen for the town ; it foon after experienced a ftill greater- 
augmentation. This duty, which, in the fequel, became arbitrary and perpetual, 
was firft farmed out by Henry the Second, who, in the month of January, 1548, 

let it on a leafe for ten years. 
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A. D. 1350.] THE ads of rigour and fe verity which had marked the pre- 
ceding reigns, had laid the foundation of a general revolution in the manners 

and genius of the nation. The kings, folely intent on giving to the fbvereign 
authority its primitive force, had formed projects — often counteracted, though 
fometimes fuccefsful — the fole objeft of which appeared to be, the fe.curity of 
the regal prerogatives; but, in feeking to confolidate their power, they had ne- 
glected to define its bounds ; the rapidity of its progrefs had prevented the efta- 
bliGiment of a proper balance, which, by retraining its abufe, could enfure its 
duration. The people, but recently emerged from a ftate of flavery, were ftill 
more ignorant than their manarchs of the nature and extent of their duties ; in- 
capable of diftinguifliing the precife limits which feparate liberty from licenti- 
oufnefs, they foon began to exert their freedom for the deftru&ion of that autho- 
rity which, properly modified, conftitutes its beft fecurity. The nobles, dis- 
contented with their fovereigns, who were anxious to humble their pride and „ 
curtail their power, and impatient of the yoke which they fought to impofe on 
them, deplored in fecret the lofs of their ancient privileges j they beheld with 
indignation an emancipated people forming a body in the ftate, whofe credit at_ 
lead counterbalanced their own, by its influence in objefts of public delibera- 
tion. The conflict between thefe oppofite borders had been hitherto fufpended 
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lefs from motives of policy than from ignorance of their refpeftive ftrength. 
A weak adminiftration was well calculated to encreafe the bu riling of that ftorni 
which had been gathering under the reftraint of a violent government. Under 
fuch dangei'ous circumftances did John afcend the throne of his anceftors. With 
the dominions of his father, he inherited his defefts ; and to his imprudence, 
temerity, and inflexibility of temper, he added, a boundlefs prodigality, and 
all the weaknefs of a narrow mind. 

The new' monarch and his queen were crowned at Rheims on the twenty-fixth 
of September ; and, on the fame day, John conferred the dignity of knighthood 
on his three fons, Charles the dauphin, and the counts of Anjou, and Alencon ; 
on his brother, the duke of Orleans ; and on Philip, duke of Burgundy, Ion to 
his wife Jane ; he likewife conferred the fame honour on the counts of Eftam- 
pes and Dammartin ; the vifcount of Touraine, nephew to the pope ; the lord 
of Efcun, and on feveral princes and noblemen, among others, on John of Ar- 
tois, (fon to the unfortunate Robert of Artois) who, in the preceding reign, 
had been involved in the difgrace of his father. 

The pope was no iboner informed of the death of Philip of Valois, than he 
wrote to the kings of France and England, exhorting them to peace*. Edward, 
adhering to thofe maxims of policy which he had adopted at the commencement 
of his reign, appeared willing to accept the mediation of the fovereign pontiff; 
but he could only be brought to confent to a confirmation of the truce conclu- 
ded in the preceding reign ; a truce which was prolonged, at different times, 
for the fpace of three years. 

The refpe&ive fituations of the two kingdoms ftill remained the fame ; the 

Englifli. monarch had not given up his fchemes of conqueft ; his ambition only 
feemed to repofe in order to acquire frefh ftrength ; and unfortunately for France, 
the difpofition of the king, — who, though he poffefled many virtues, was never- 
thelefs violent, fufpicious, and vindictive — was fuch as to afford the faireft prof- 
peft of fuccefs to the dangerous machinations of his formidable foe. 

Before the authority of John was fully eftablifhed, he had recourfe to one of 
thofe violent exertions of power, of which his father had fet him the example, 
and which, by difgufting the nobility, encreafed the number of his domeftic ene- 
mies. Ralph, count of Eu and of Guifnes, had been taken prifoner by the king 
of England at Caen ; for the purpofeof negociating his own ranfom, as well as 
that of feveral of his fellow captives who had been taken at the fame time, he 
had been permitted to pafs feveral times between France and England, during 
£he preceding reign. On the death of Philip of Valois, he went to Paris to fo- 
licit the new monarch to facilitate the means of his releafe j and he was com- 
mifiioned at the fame time by Edward to negociate the confirmation and pro 
longation of the truce. 

* Rymer, vol* iii. Chambre des Comtes,. Memorial c. fol, 145, 
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Among the nobility who had inftnuated themfelves into the confidence of the 
king, Charles de la Cerda, brother to Lewis D'Efpagne, held a diftinguifhed 
placed. Proud of his birth and the credit he enjoyed, his ambition led him to 
afpire to the firfl: dignities in the ftate, the attainment of which he thought a ne- 
cefTary confequence of the blind friendfhip which his infatuated fovereign en- 
tertained for him. For fume time he had exercifed the office of conftablein the 
abfence of the count of Eu ; and, being anxious to acquire this important place 
for himfelf, he is fuppofed to have contributed to the deftruftion of that no- 
bleman. He gave the king to underftand that the fole object of the conftable's 

frequent voyages to France was, to promote difcord between the princes, and 
to efFeft a revolution in favour of Edward, to whom he was rather a friend 
than prifoner. The doubtful conduft of the count at the fiege of Caen," was 
recalled to the mind of John, and reprefented in the moft odious colours m y in fhort, 
nothing which the artful ingenuity of interefted malice could devife was ne- 
glected to tarnifli his reputation, and to effeft his ruin. The king, naturally in- 
clined to fufpicion and miftruft, foon fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded that the 
conftable was a traitor ; he accordingly iffued orders to apprehend him, and the 
count was feized as he left the palace, and thrown into prifon. His friends 
loudly exclaimed againft the king's injuftice, while fuch as were difinterefted in 
the matter, waited, in filence, the developement of a myftery, which there was 
no intention of difclofing to them. The court of peers was the only tribunal 
which could take cognizance of the crime imputed to the conftable ; and it was 
not probable that fuch a refpe&able body could be induced, through a fcryile'coxxir 
plaifance to the king, to difhonour itfelf by a precipitate judgment. As the aft 
of eluding.the laws was not yet known, the only alternative was, to fufferthem 
to take their courfe, or openly to violate them ; this laft meafure was adopted, 
as beft fuited to the occafion. The unfortunate count was taken from prifon, 
during the night of the thirteenth of November, and, without undergoing any 
previous trial or examination, was beheaded, by the king's orders, in the Hotel 
de Nefle, in the prefence of the duke of Burgundy ; the counts of Armagnac 
and Montfort ; Gaucher de Chatillon ; the lords of Boulogne and Ruel, and of 
feveral other noblemen and knights. , 

Such an abufe of arbitrary power could not fail to difguft all ranks of people, * 
and paaticularly the nobility. The conftable was now regarded as the vi&im 
of his rival's ambition, and his fovereign's injuftice ; his innocence was univer- 
fally acknowledged j and the accufations preferred againft him were confidered 
as an odious calumny, the offspring of darknefs and iniquity. In fa<ft that prince 
was a juft objeft of indignation, who could put to death the firfl fubjefl: in the 
realm, without deigning to confult the laws, or even preferving an appearance 
of juftice, by conforming to thofe (acred rules which were prefcribed. by the* 

* Hift, Gen, de la Maifon de France* torn, i, p. 536. 
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conftitution of the kingdom, which were ever deemed inviolable, and which 
formed the only fecurity for the lives and liberties of the people. Nor did 
John pay a greater refpeft to the rights of nations, lince the count Eu, being; 
only releafed on his word, was ftill a prifoner to the king of England, of courfc 
he was dead in the eye of the law, and, during his captivity, could not be 
confidered as amenable to the tribunals of France*. 

The fpoils of Ralph were divided among the favourites of John ; Charles 
de la Cerda obtained the poft of conftable ; and the county of Eu was given 
to John of Artois. The county of Guides was re-annexed to the crown till 
the reign of Lewis the Eleventh, when it was conferred on Anthony de Croui. 

A. D. 135*1, 1352.3 Though the truce with England had been renewed, 
the mutual animofity which prevailed between the two nations fuperinduced its 
violation, whenever an opportunity occurred. Frequent incurfions were made 
both by the Englifli and French governors on the territories of each other; 
which, as ufual, gave rife to mutual complaints, but no event occurred of fuf- 
ficient importance to be recorded in hiftory, except an aftion on the plain of 
Maurpn, near Rennes, in Brittany, which took place on the fourteenth of Auguft, 
1352, between a body of Englifli troops under the command of Sir Walter 
Bendy, and a French army conduced by the marfhal de Nefle ; in which the 
former, though taken by furprife, and greatly inferior in numbers to the ene- 
my, obtained a "complete vi&ory. The marefchal was flain, with eighty knights, 
and five hundred gentlemen j and one hundred and fixty knights and gentlemen 

were taken prifoner?* 

The kingdom, in the mean time, was again harafled by a general famine, at- 
tended with the raoft dreadful effedls.The fcarcity of corn neccflarily prodnc- 
- ed fuch an augmentation of its price, that none but the mod opulent could pof- 
fibly afford to purchafe it ; and the mifery of the people was fo great, that the 
wretched inhabitants of the country were conftrained to feed on the roots of 
the earth, and even on the bark of trees. In this fituation, John, far from be- 
ing able to levy new imports on his fubjefts for the renewal of the war with 
England, was under the neceffity of flopping the collection of certain taxes, 
which had been granted by particular provinces, in the laft year of the reign of 
Philips In vain did he feek to derive fome affiftance from thofe who had been 
cntrufted with the administration of the finances. The inveftigation of their 
accounts, though ftrifl: and fevere, was productive of no advantage. . The cul- 
prits, indeed, were arretted and punifhed, but no money could be obtained from 
fchem, and thofe violent remedies were not calculated to ftrike at the root of m 
evil which the government wanted vigour to fupprefs. 

Yet, notwithflanding the wretched ftate of his kingdom, John rejected the 

pifer of Edward, who gave inftruftions to his plenipotentiaries, the archbifliop 

ft Villaret, torn. he. y. z$> 
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of Canterbury, and the earl of Derby (now duke of Lane after) to propofe the 
entire refignation of his pretenfions to the French crown, on condition that the 
king of France would, in return, give up to him the abfolute fovereignty of 
Guienne, Aquitaine, and the town and marches of Calais. Policy fhould have 
induced the king to accept thefe terms ; by this means he would have got rid 
of a formidable enemy, and procured leifure to regulate the internal economy 
of the kingdom, which, weakened as it was by frequent and unfuccefsful exer- 
tions, and convulfed by domeftic feuds, required the moft delicate and the moll 
judicious management. 

The elevation of Charles de la Cerda to the office of conftable had, as we 
have before obferved, excited an inveterate fpirit of difcontent ; the embers of 
faftion lurked beneath the murmurs of indignation, and the minds of the people 
appeared to be in that ftate of ferment which only required the appearance of 
fome powerful, leader, to promote a general infurre&ion : that leader foon ap- 
peared in the perfon of Charles, king of Navarre, on whom the epithet Baa\ 
or IVicked, had been juftly beftowed. This monarch was poflefTed, in an emi- 
nent degree, of wit, penetration, eloquence, and generofity — fpecious endow- 
ments which give a. luftre to virtue, and render vice more dangerous*! The 
pofleffions which he inherited from his mother, who was the daughter of Lewis 
Hutin, were confiderable ; and his pretenfions, as being defcended from the 
blood-royal of France, were ftill greater. John, aware of the danger to be 
apprehended from a prince of his turbulent difpofition, refolved, if poffible, to 
attach him firmly to his interefts ; and, for that purpole, gave him his own 
daughter, Jane, in marriage. But experience foon convinced him, that the 
mind which is deaf to the precepts of morality will alwaj^s be found callous to 
every impulfe of gratitude : where the ties of religious duty cannot deter a man 
from the commiifion of evil, the more feeble bonds of affinity muft ever prove 

infufficient. 

A. D. 1353.] Jealous of the influence which the conftable pofieffed over the 
mind of his fovereign, an influence which he deemed highly prejudicial to his 
own ambitious views, Charles foon refolved on the deftru&ion of that noble- 
man. After long waiting, in vain, for an opportunity to affaflinate him at Pa- 
ris, he was at length apprifed that the conftable had made a journey to Aigle ; 
upon which he immediately hired a band of armed ruffians, who followed 
him to that place, and mafTacred him in his bed. Far from feeking to conceal 
the part he had*taken in this infamous deed, he gloried in the aft, fwearing to 
prote<5t his accomplices, and to accept no pardon whence they fhould be exclu- 
ded. As he was convinced the king would not fuffer a crime fo atrocious to 
pafs unpunifhed, he adopted fuch precautions as he thought neceflary to fcreen 

him from the effete of his refentment. .With this view he publiftied a mani- 
fefto containing a juftification of his conduct, and difplaying the pretended ne«- 
ceffity under which he lay to commit this ad of violence > 
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The duke of Lancafter, who was then in Flanders, being informed of the 
murder of Charles de la Cerda, immediately conceived that the king of Na- 
varre would be conftrained to throw himfelf on the protection of England. He 
therefore difpatched a meflenger to that prince, requefting he would fend to 
ibme confidential perfon, with whom he might treat on the fubje£t. The king 
accepted the propofals, and fcnt his chancellor to the duke, accompanied by a 
knight, named Friquet* ; at the Tame time he difpatched two other of his" of- 
ficers to Bruges, in order "to borrow money upon his jewels. The duke pro 
mifed the meffengers of Charles to grant their m after all the affiftance. he re- 
quired, as well for the prelent, as the future, and affured that prince that all 
the forces of England would be ready to fecond him ; he even prefled the chan- 
cellor of Navarre to go with him to London. f The firft fuccour to be fupplied 
was a body of five hundred men at arms, and two hundred* archers, who re- 
ceived' orders to hold themfelves in readinefs to march at the fhorteft notice. 

During thefe negociations Charles fortified his pofleflions in Normandy, col- 
lected troops from all quarters, endeavoured to fecure what allies he could, 
and made every preparation for war ; but, either for the purpofe of gaining 
time, or in the. hope' of ftill being able to appeafe the king's indignation, hefent 
the count of Namur to Paris, in order to found the diipofition of the court, 
where he had a number of fecret partifans. 

When the king was informed of the murder of the firft officer of the crown, 
who was, moreover, a prince of the blood, his friend and his favourite, he 
gave way to fuch immoderate grief, that, for four days, he would fuffer no one 
to fpeak to him. In the firft tranfports of his rage, he vowed vengeance againft 
the affaffin ; but the prefent fituacion of his affairs neither fuffered him to liften 
to- the fuggeftions of refentment, nor even to* purfue the dictates of juftice. 
The- king of" Navarre was a powerful prince ; and his pofTeflions on the coaft of 
Normandy, were fo fituated, that, if driven to defpair, he could introduce the 
Englifh into the heart of the kingdom; and as the towns of Mantes, Melun, 
and Pontoife were his, he could even bring them to the gates of the capital. 
Thus circumftanced, John was conftrained to lend a . favourable ear to thefo- 
licitations of Jane of Evreux, widow to Charles the Fair, and to the earned 
entreaties of Blanche, widow to Philip of Valois, and fifter to the king of Na- 
varre. The interceffion of thofe princefTes was feconded by the cardinal of 
Boulogne, and by feveral other noblemen and prelates. At this period the 
count of Namur arrived at Paris, in order to obtain for Charles a pardon, which 

This Friquet was arretted fome time after, when the kingfecured the perfon of Charles of Navarre, 
and feveral of his knights, at Rouen.- Eriquet underwent feveral examinations, copies of which are ilili 
extant; he was put to the torture, and would, probably, have fuffered death, but for the addrefs of ms 
fervant, who enabled him to efFedt his efcape from the pr/ifon of the Chatelet. Thefe examinations con« 
tain the particulars of the murder of the conftable, and of a plot which the king of Navarre hadfcrniectj 
irjd in which he had perfuaded the dauphin to engage. ViIIaret ? 
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it was not deemed prudent to refufe. The cardinal of Boulogne and Peter de 
Bourbon were, with lb me other commiffioners, appointed to treat with the king 
of Navarre and his accomplices. 

The treaty concluded on this occafion affords a ftrong proof of the weaknels 
of the government ; of the wretched condition of the prince and of the ftate ; 
and of the perfidy of the minifters. By a convention figned at Mantes, on the 
twenty-fecond of February, 1353, John granted to the king of Navarre, the 
county of Beaumont-le-Roger, and the lordfhip of Conches and Breteuil, which 
belonged to the duke of Orleans, but the polTeffion of which that nobleman re- 
figned to Charles. The king alfo ceded to him Port-Audemer, the Cotentin, 
and the vifcounties of Valognes, Coutances, and Carentan. Some farther pri- 
vileges and indulgences were fecured to the regal afTalfin, who, in return, gave 
up the town of Pontoife, and his pretenfions to Beaumont-upon-Oife, and to 
Anccnes. A general amnefty was publifhed for the king of Navarre, and all. 
his adherents. To complete this ignominious tranfa&ion, the king's fecond fon 
was given him as an hoiluge for the fafety of his perfon, while he repaired to 
court to afk pardon for the violence he had committed. 

But while fuch a criminal as Charles was rewarded for his crimes, a culprit 
of inferior diftinftion was puniQied with fe verity. A gentleman of Poitou, na- 
med Regnault de Preffigny, had become the tyrant of the country in which he 

lived, and exercifed every fpecies of opprefiion over his vallate and dependants. 
He feized the inhabitants, and, if they refilled to pay the ranfom he demanded, 
he threw them into prifon ; if they periifted in their refufal, he put them to 
death. He even attacked the monks, and imprifoned them, to extort a ranfom 
from the convents ; and, when he releafed.thcm, he put out one of their eyes, 
and plucked their beard up by the roots. The inhuman wretch was at length 
apprehended, committed to the Chatelet, tried by the parliament, and fentenced 
to be hanged — -a punifhnicnt fcarcely adequate to his crimes ! 

A. D. 1354O Thofe dark machinations and intrigues, which produced con- 
fequences the moft fatal to the welfare and tranquillity of the kingdom, now 
began to appear. The count of Harcourt and his brother Lewis, who had al- 
ways been firmly attached to the king of Navarre, became luddenly reconciled 
to the French monarch, without any apparent caufe for a meafure lb extraordi- 
nary and unexpected. It was faid that thefe noblemen were to reveal many 
important fecrets to the king, and, among others, the particulars of the plot 
which had been formed againfl Charles de la Cerda. The effects of this difco- 
very were foon made vifible. The cardinal of Boulogne, who had openly tar- 
mflied the glory, and betrayed the interefts, of his fovereign, in the difadvan- 
tageous treaty concluded at Mantes, with Charles of Navarre, was difgraced, 
and retired to Avignon. Robert de Lorris, chamberlain to the king, eluded 
the vengeance of his m after by a timely evafion. Entrufted with the fecrets of 

his prince, he had the bafenefs to betray them to the king of Navarre ; and he 
FoLlL I & 
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had been privy to the defign formed againft the life of the conftable, long be- 
fore it was put in execution ; a circumftance which excited the refentment of 

John more than any. other initance of his treachery. In fa& he could never 
cordially forgive thofe who were concerned in the affaffination of his favourite, 
though he was compelled to defer his vengeance till a more favourable oppor- 
tunity. 

The king of Navarre, who was informed of every thing that paffed in the 
privy council, having received intelligence that meafure3 were adopted for ar~ 
retting his perfon, fecretly withdrew from court, and fl^dto Normandy; but, 
hearing that John had alfembled a body of troops at Rouen, and the neighbour- 
ing towns, he left that province, and repaired to Avignon, where the confe- 
rences for a peace between the crowns of France and England were then hold- 
ing. During his flay there, he concealed himfelf in the manfions of the cardi- 
nals of Oftia and Bologne, and every night paid a vifit to the duke of Lancafter, 
Edward's plenipotentiary ; and exerted all the refources and manoeuvres which 
his reftlefs and turbulent mind could fuggeft for breaking off the negociations, 
But, though the two cardinals, who were the pope's minifters, were fufpefted 
of favouring his plan, he could not prevent a prolongation of the truce for one 
year. 

At length the king determined openly to purfue a prince whofe con du ft fully 
juftified every exertion of feverity. With this view he repaired to Caen, and 
ordered all the poffeffions of the king of Navarre to be feized ; but Charles had 
taken care before his departure to fortify his towns, and fupply them with nu- 
merous garrilbns y the orders of John were therefore delpifed ; and the prin- 
cipal towns, fuch as Evreux, Pont-Audemer, Cherbourg, Gauray, Avranches, 
and Mortagne, refufed. to open their gates.* The governors of thefe places 
told the officers who were fent to take polfeffion of them, that they would fur- 
render them to no one but the king of Navarre, their fovereign, . who had en- 
trufted them to their care.. 

Charles, in the mean time, negociated a treaty with the duke of Lancafteiy 
who was entrufted by Edward with full powers for that purpofe* ; and, having, 
collected a body of troops in the kingdom of Navarre, he landed at Cherbourg 
with two thoufand men at arms. It would have been an eafy matter for the 
king, by uniting all the forces of France,, to crufli this turbulent prince, before 
he could poflibly have put himfelf in a ftate of defence.. But John was ever 
too apt to temporife ; ignorant of the wife policy of prevention, he neglefted 
fuch precautions 3s circumflances fecmed to require; and feldom made the ne~ 

ceffary preparations for attacking his foe v till the moment of aftion arrived.- 
Alarmed at the vigorous refiftance of Charles, who committed ravages in his 

Norman territories, and retook Conches, the only place that had been reduced 

* ' Rymeiyvoliiiir p. 13 Chron. M,S. Eroiffard^.&cv 
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ppearancc of the duke of Lane after 



oif the Hies of Jerfey and Guerniey, who feemed waiting for an opportunity to 
co-operate with the king of Navarre, he conferred to purchafe an ignomini- 
ous peace. James of Bourbon, count of Ponthicu and conftable of France, 
and the duke of Athens, being appointed to treat with Charles, repaired to 
Valogne, where an accommodation was concluded- John agreed to grant a 
peneral pardon to Charles atid all his accomplices, to the number of three 
hundred; in this lift, which was delivered in by the king Gf Navarre himielf, 
were included the noblemen who had figned the treaty of Mantes ; the duke 
of Bourbon ; the cardinal of Boulogne ; Geoffrey de Charny ; Robert de Lor- 
ris ; and Le Cocq, bifliop of Laon ; Charles, on his fide, promifed to renew 
his protections of obedience and fidelity to the king, and to afk pardon for his 
offences, in prefence of the princes of the blood, who were to bind th em f elves 
by oath to enforce a ftrift obfervance of the treaty ; and- the king's minifters 

were like wife compelled to fwear that they would never advife their fovereign 

to any violation of it. Such articles of t] 

intereft of Charles, and had not been fulfilled, were renewed in the prefent 
treaty ; and the funis due to him from the king were eflimated at a hundred 



Mantes 



thoufand crowns. 



A. D. The truce between France and England, which had been fo 

repeatedly prolonged and fo frequently violated on both fides, finally expired at 
Midlummer ; when Edward refolved on an immediate renewal of hoftilities, and 
projefted an invafion of France, at either extremity of the kingdom, at the fame 
time ; he according landed at Calais with a numerous army, in the month d£ 
Oftober, laid wafte the Boulonnois, and Artois, and penetrated as far as Hefdin, 
on the frontiers of Picardy*. The king, in the mean time, having appointed a 



narch. Hiftorians differ in their accounts of the motions of the two fovereigns ; 



John fled before the arms of Edward ; while the 

John. It is 

certain, however, that the Englifli monarch, after he had ravaged the country, 



French writers affirm, 



j £3 

quired to repel a threatened invafion of the Scots. 



nee 



Wales 



made an irruption into the fertile province of Languedoc ; he prefented him- 
felf before Thoulonfe, pafled the Garonne, burned the fuburbs of CarcafTonne; 
and, after a moft deftruftive courfe, in which five hundred villages, and many 
confiderable towns, were reduced to aflies, he returned about Chrifhnasto Bour- 
deaux, with a vaft booty, and put his army into winter quarterst. During thefe 
depredations, the prince did not experience the finalleft oppofition, though the 

f Froiffard. Spicil. Cont. de Nang. &c. + Avefbury, p. 210 to 227. 1 Knighton, z6o8, 
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French army, in thofe parts, was fuperior to his own, owing to the mifmxler- 
ftanding which prevailed among the generals, who were, James of Bourbon 
conftable of France ; the marefchal de Clermont ; the count of Armagnac ; and 
Gafton Phoebus count of Foix. 

It was the misfortune of France to be expofed, at the fame time, to the pow- 
erful attacks of a foreign enemy, and to the treacherous machinations of do- 
meftic foes*. The king appeared wholly occupied in making the neceflary pre- 
parations for defending his dominions againft the incurfions of the Englifh, plac- 
ing an implicit reliance on the fidelity of thofe to whom he had entrnfted the ex- 
ecution of his defigns, when he was fuddenly roufed from this fecurity, by the 
difcovery of a dangerous plot. 

1 Immediately after the conclufion of the treaty of Valogne, the king of Na- 
varre began to form frefh intrigues ; and he unfortunately found means to infw 
nuate himfelf into the good graces of the dauphin, John's eldeft fon, who was 
then in his eighteenth year.. The youth of this prince, the mildnefs of his dif- 
pofition, and the generofity of his mind, joined to his inexperience, rendered him 
fufceptible of any impreffions, which defigning malice might wifh to inculcate. 
Seduced by deceitful profefflons of confidence and friencHhip, he liftened to the 
treacherous advice of Charles the Bad, who gave him to underftand that he was 
an objedt of hatred to the king, his father ; he endeavoured to fupport this after- 
tion, by remarking to the prince, that John had never given him any appanage, 
although he was already in pofleffion of Dauphiny, the government whereof was 
adminiftered in his name. The credulous dauphin, notwithftanding the abfur- 
dity of the charge, fuffered himfelf to be convinced that his father was an un- 
natural parent, who only fought to thwart his hopes, and interrupt his felicity j 
and, yielding to the fuggeftions of Charles the Bad, he formed a defign fecretly 
to withdraw from court, and claim the protection of his uncle the emperor, 
Charles the Fourth, fon to John^ king of Bohemia, who was killed at the battle 
of Crecy. The day was fixed for his evafion y and he wrote to the king of Na- 
varre, who was then in Normandy, to defirc he would fend him fome confiden- 
tial fervants to affifl him in his efcape.. Charles the Bad, rejoiced at the fuccefs of 
his plan, haftened to Mantes, that he might be at hand to forward its execution ; 
every thing favoured his views, and thirty men at arms were ftationed at Saint 
Cloud, to wait for the heir-apparent to the throne, and to deliver him into the 
hands of the bafeft of mankind. Fortunately the dauphin became fenfible of 
his danger ; and, fhuddering at his own imprudencet, revealed to his father the 
advice of Charles, and of his own intentions.. John^. lefs aftonifhed at the crimi- 
nal audacioufnefs of the king of Navarre,., than moved by. the repentance of his 
fon, not only pardoned him, but, at his cequeft, extended his forgivenefs to all 
who had had any concern in this projedi.. The king and the dauphin were alike 

* Pieces Jufiif, rag. dans les Mem de Litt. Proces. M, S,.du Roi de Navarre.. t Knyghton* 
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ignorant of the extent of the plan that had been formed againft them, nor was 
it till fome time after that they difcovered the particulars of this iniquitous 
myftery. Friquet, a dependent of Charles the Bad (whom we have already had 
occalion to notice) having been arretted and thrown into prifon, was put to the 
torture ; when he confelfed that his matter had intended to feize the king's per- 
fon, and put him privately to death. The king of Navarre had concealed his real 

defigns under pretence of pitying the dauphin's hard fate, and of inducing him 
to apply to his uncle for protection and redrefs. He had laid a plan for fur- 
prifing the king on his journey to the abbey of Grandpre in Normandy, whi- 
ther he was going to perform the office of godfather to a child of the count of 
Eu. The joy which Charles experienced at the idea of having both father and 
fon in his pofleffion, could only be equalled by his aftonifliment at the failure of 
his plot. The dauphin entered into no explanation with him, but fimply fent 
him word that he need not fend any body to meet him, as he had changed his 

mind. 

The king reprefented to the danger to him which his imprudence would have 
expofed him, had he put himfelf in the power of a prince who was not alarmed at 
the commiflion of crimes the moft atrocious, and who had a vifible intereft in 
lowing dittenfion between him and his children. After thefe paternal remon-" 
flrances, John, though convinced of the fincerity of his fon's repentance, de- 
termined to remove all future pretence for feducing him from his duty, by in- 
verting him with the duchy of Normandy. The dauphin accordingly did hc- 
mage to the king for that territory, in the houfe of Martin de Marie, canon of 

Notre-Dame. 

The failure of this enterprife induced Charles the Bad to have once morere- 

courfe to the king's clemency. The dauphin (whom we fliall henceforth diftin- 
guifh by the appellation of the duke of Normandy) had fo little idea of the ex- 
tent of his guilt, that he was the firft to folicit, in favour of the parties concer- 
ned in the plot, the forgivenefs of his father, who, himfelf, deceived by ap- 
pearances, made no difficulty to grant the pardon he defired. Letters of abfo- 
lution were accordingly publifhed, in which the dauphin himfelf was, at his own 
requeft, included. They run thus — " *\s it has lately been reprefented to us 

Ci that our deareft fon, Charles, duke of Normandy, intended to leave the king- 
dom without our permiflion, and repair to the court of our deareft brother 
the emperor, &c. ; we, after being made acquainted with the full extent of 
his defigns, pardon our faid fon, and all thofe who were to accompany him 
" to the emperor's court, for every thing relating thereto." By the terms of thefe 
letters it is evident, that the real intentions of Charles the Bad were equally un- 
known both to the dauphin and the king. When, however, the whole extent 
of this nefarious plot had been revealed to John, he determined to feize the firft 
favourable opportunity for the infliftion of exemplary vengeance — a gratifica-- 
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tion, which, at prefent, the critical fituation of his affairs, and the ftrength and 
influence of Charles compelled him to forego. 

HarafFcd by the perievering lpirit of Edward ; diftrefled by domeftic feuds ; 
and deftitute of the means of oppofing his enemies, the king,, agreeably to the 
,cuftom, on like occafions, in the preceding reigns, convened a meeting of the 

flates general. * As the principal buhnefs of theie aftemblies was, the diicoverv 
of rcfources to fupport a war, and as the chief burden generally fell upon the 
third eftate, the fullrages of the deputies of the people, muft naturally have had 
a considerable influence on the deliberations. Hence the third order began, bv 
degrees, to take advantage of the neceifity of the times ; and, after forming a 
balance to the credit of the nobility, it at length ventured to difcuis the rights, 
and 4 attack the limits of the iovereign authority. The firil lymptoms of this 
fpirit of freedom appeared at the meeting of the flates now aTembled by John; 
and the king's declaration, in confequence of their remonftrances, has, by ionic 
writers, been compared to the Magna Charta of England ; it therefore requires 
particular notice. 

The kingdom of France was, at this time, divided into two parts ; one ofthefe 
was called La Languc tfOyl*, or the Cuftomary Country, from being governed 
by the cuftomary law ; it comprehended all the northern provinces : while the 
iouthern provinces of which the other divifion confifted, were termed La Languc 

d'Oc; here the flatute or written law prevailed. The Lyonnois formed the on- 
ly exception to this rule ; for, though it was fubjedt to the written law, it he- 
longed to the cuftomary country. The two divifions were feparated by 
the Garonne. As Guienne, and fome of the neighbouring provinces were in 
pofleflion of theEnglifli; the Langue d'Orwasthe fmalleft part, containing only 
the prefent province of Languedoc, with the addition of Oiiercy and Rouergne; 

The affembly, cpmpofed of the deputies of the Langue d'Oyl, met on the fe- 
cond of December, 1 355, when the feflion was opened \n the king's name, by 
Peter le Foreft, archbifhop of Rouen, -and chancellor of France. After having 
explained to the^aflembly the fituation of the kingdom, and the wants of the 
prince, he told them, from the king, that they were to confult among themfelvcs 
on the beft means of providing for the neceffities of the ftate, and the defence 
of the country. He added, that the king being informed that his fubjefls were 
grievoufly opprefled by the frequent changes and grols adulteration of the coin, 
he was willing to make a fufficient quantity of good money, and to eftablifh a 
a proper ftandard, on condition that they would iupply him with every necefla- 
. ry afliftance for fupporting the war. 1 Whea the chancellor fat down, thofe 
members who were deputed by the three orders to anfwer him : viz. John de 
praon, archbifliop of Rheims, by the clergy ; Gauthier de Brienne, duke of 

■ ■ 

* This term is (aid to be derived from the word Oyl which the inhabitants of thofe provinces ufed fo? 
Qui; Oc being ufed in the fame fenfe by the inhabitants of the northern provinces, procure^ for then* 
the appellation of < La Langue d'Oc/ Du £ange ad verb> L'impia. 
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Athens, by the nobility ; Stephen Marcel, 'provoft of Paris, by the third eftate 
protefted that they were all ready to devote their lives and their fortunes to 
the fervice of the king. They then begged the king's permiflion to confer among" 
themfelves on the neceffary expedients to be adopted, in the prefent fituation 
of public affairs, and on the reprefentations which they wifhedto make with re- 
gard to various abufes which had been introduced into the government. The 
feflion was accordingly adjourned till the next day, when the conferences com- 
menced. 

The firft article they agreed on, and which they laid down as a general max-' 
fan, was, that the unanimous confent of the three orders was indifpenfably re- 
quifite to give to any decree the force of a law ; and, that the decifions of two 
of the orders could not be deemed binding on the third. By this preliminary 
arrangement, fome idea may be formed of the degree of influence to which the' 

third eftate had attained at this period. 

The authority of the affembly being thus defined, they proceeded to xlelibe- 
rate on the different objects of difcuffion. It was determined to oppofe the ene- 
my with an army of ninety thoufand men, independent of the militia ; a force 
fufficient to fecure the kingdom from every infult. In order to raife the ne- 
ceffary fupplies for the fupport of thefe troops, they laid a duty upon fait, and 
impofed a tax of eight deniers per livre on all articles expofed to fale, except 
eftates of inheritance. No pei'fon was exempted from this impoft ; and in or- 
der to take away every pretext from fuch as might feek to elude it, the king 
and queen, with their children and the princes of the blood, were equally bound- 
to pay it. The ftates referved to themfelves the power of chufing commiffion- 
ers to luperintend the colle&ion and appropriation of the money thus granted ;. : 
though the king, and his council, ftrenuoufly oppofed a determination which 
tended to deprive them of the privilege they had ever enjoyed- of difpofing of 
the fupplies deftined to defray the expences of the war. 

The king fanftioned with his approbation the proceedings of the ftates, and 
paffed an or don nance conformable to their wiflies. This ordonnance prefcribes- 
the collection of the imports, and the appointment, by the ftafes, of nine fuper-- 
intendants-general, three of each order ; the nomination of particular depu- 
ties in the provinces to regulate the diftribution of the taxes granted by the 
ftates, with the form of the oath to be taken by the fuperintendants. The king 
engaged that the produce of the- taxes fliould not be appropriated to any other 
purpofes but thofe for which the taxes were impofed ; and, in cafe of any orders 
being iffued repugnant to this engagement, the deputies were bound by an oath 
t : o refift them to the utmoft of their power. The decifion of any difputes that 
might arife between the fuperintendants was referred to the parliament ; and the 
examination of the accounts of money received and expended, to the members 
of the council. As the new taxes were only granted for a year, the ftates were 
Summoned to meet again at the expiration of that periods Such was the regu-*- 
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lation concerning the collection and employment of the fubfidy granted for car- 
rying on the war. 

The king, in return, fulfilled his promife of coining a fufficient quantity of 
good money, and of eftablifhing a regular ftandard for afcertaining its weight 
and purity; he alfo renounced for himfelf, his family, and principal officers, 
the right which they had hitherto enjoyed of exacting from the people, when- 
ever they travelled, wine, provifions, horfes, carriages, and, in fliort, every 
thing of which they flood in need. And he farther engaged never more to ex- 
tort loans from his fubjefts againft their wills. 

All creditors were forbidden to transfer their debts to perfons in power, or 
to privileged officers, under pain of forfeiture and an arbitrary fine ; all the 
debts due to the Lombard bankers, (who were always termed ufurers) were 
declared to be void at the expiration of ten years ; and, with regard to all law- 
ful debts, it was decreed that no debtor could be fued before any other than 
the judge of his diftrift. 

By the fame edi£t, the king ordained that all jurifdi&ion fhould be confined 
to the proper judges ; and that no man fliould, in future, be cited to appear 
before the officers of the crown ; many other abufes with regard to privileges 
claimed, and fees exa&ed by fuch officers, were abolifhecl ; for the encourage- 
ment of trade, all members of the council ; prefidents and counlcllors of the 
parliament ; m afters of requefts ; mafters of accounts ; treafurers of France ; 
receivers ; mafters of the mint ; fenefchals ; king's fecretaries ;/and, in gene- 
ral, all judges and officers, were forbidden to carry on any kind of traffic, 
direftly or indire&ly, under pain of confifcation of their merchandizes, and 
arbitrary punifhment ; the king promifed never to convoke the arriere-ban, 
without an - evident and urgent neceffity, nor without the advice of the de- 
puties of the three eftates, unlefs an impoffibility of affembling them fliould 
fubfift ; and all former imports were to ceafe fo long as the new taxes fliould 

. continue. 

The other parts of this ordonnance confifted of military regulations, tending 
to fecure the inhabitants from being molefted by the troops on their march ; 
and to prevent an impoiition, then frequent, of exacting payment for men who 
were not with the army by getting others to anfwer for them when their names 
were called over ; the fame impofition too was pradHfed with relpeft to horfes, 
which were, therefore, ordered in future to have fome particular mark, that 
the fame horfe might not appear twice, and fo produce a double falary to his 
owner. The ordonnance concluded with a promife from the king to e^ert his 

titmoft efforts for bringing the war to a fpeedy termination, and not to conclude 

any peace or truce without the advice of a committee of deputies from the 
three eftates. This ordonnance was dated the twenty-eighth of December,. 
*355> fealed on the eighteenth of January following, and puhlifhed on tfc§ 

twenty-fecond of the fame month, 
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Such is the fubftance of that famous declaration, which formed a fubje£ of 
exultation to contemporary writers, and has even been fpoken of in terms of 
triumph by later hiftorians. To people long accuftomed to a ftate of abje£t 
fubmitfion, this participation of power muft have proved highly flattering ; 
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furprife ; the power of appropriating the fupplies, granted by the ftates, fliould 
certainly, from refpedfc to the throne, as well as from motives of expediency, 
have been confided to the king's minifters, under the neceflary refponfibility ; 
and the right of making peace formed an eflential prerogative of royalty, ves- 
ted in the monarch for the wifeft and moft obvious reafons. No danger * could 
be apprehended from a repetition of the abufes by which the kingdom had been 
bar afTed during the preceding reign ; for, fince the ftates had, very properly, 
aflumed to themfelves the power of granting fupplies, the monarch would na- 
turally be careful not to incur their difpleafure by a wanton prodigality, or the 
conclufion of a diflionourable peace. By fecuring that power, the ftates had 
eftablifhed the moft effectual and falutary check to the definitive ambition of 
their monarchs ; and, at the fame time, had opened an eafy road to the acqui- 
fition of other privileges, and the abolition of other abufes : had they adhered 
firmly to this point, arid atted moderately in other refpefts ; had they endea- 
voured to ftrengthen themfelves without degrading their fovereign ; all the ca- 
lamities in which the kingdom, was, afterward, involved, might eafily have 
been avoided, and this bafis of a free conftitution have given birth and fupport 
to a fabric ftrong, ufeful, and durable. 

The meafures adopted by the ftates for procuring the neceflary fupplies pro- 
ved ineffectual and unproductive ; many of the provinces i:efufed to fubmit to 
the new taxes, and to furnifh their ftipulated quota. The king had exprefled 

his apprehenflons of this failure, and had ftrenuoufly recommended the adop- 
tion of a poll-tax; but the ftates, jealous of their newly-eftabliflied power, 
had refufed to liften to his fuggeftions. They were at length, however, 
pelled to have recourfe to this meafure, and a general poll-tax was accordingly 
impofed on all fubjefts indifcriminately, without even excepting the princes of 

was fixed at four per cent, on thofe annual incomes which 
amounted to one hundred livres or upwards ; two per cent, on thofe which ex- 
ceeded forty, and did not amount to a hundred ; and one per cent, on all un- 
der forty. But this tax proved moft burdenfome and oppreflive to the poorer 
clafs of people, fuch as workmen, labourers, &c. whofe wages, when they 
amounted to a hundred fols, were taxed at the rate of ten per cent. ; a fure 
proof that the ftates were not guided by the beft principles in the exercife of 
their new privileges. All moveables were taxed at four livres in the thonfand, 

* Ordonn. des Etats. MS, 
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Widows, minors, nuns, cloiftered monks, and mendicant friars, were alone 
exempted from the import. 

While thefe preparations were making for repelling the attacks of a foreign 
enemy, the firfb fymptoms of internal commotion appeared. An infurreftion 

of the populace took place at Arras ; and the nobility, in their attempts to 

quell the revolt, were defeated by the rebels, and compelled to quit the city, 
with the lofs of twenty perfons of note. This attempt, however, foon met 
with the punifliment due to its enormity ; the marefchal d'Andreghen, enter- 
ing the town without any {hew of hoftility, feized a hundred of the principal 
infurgents, twenty of whom were publicly beheaded ; this well-timed exertion 
of fe verity had the defired efFeft \ and tranquillity w T as, for the prefent, re- 

ftored. 

The king now refolved to execute a plan which he had long had in contem- 
plation. If we may credit the teftimony of contemporary writers, he had ne- 
ver forgotten the death of his favourite Charles de la Cerda, and had deter- 
mined to inflitt an exemplary vengeance on the authors and accomplices of his 
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quent injuries he had fuftained i 
their continual intrigues to thwart hisprojeftsj the confpiracy in which they had 
engaged the dauphin ; the confequences of that plot, which had been fince dif- 
covered ; the pardon which he had been conftrained to grant them ; their efforts, 
in the aflembly of the ftates-general, to prejudice the three orders againft the 
government ; all thefe circumftances tended to nourifh and ftrengthen that re- 
fentment to which the murder of his favourite had given birth. 



John 



dilguifed his feelings ; and, notwithstanding 



the violence of his indignation, his defire of obtaining a more complete ven- 
geance had enabled him to overcome the natural impetuofity of his temper. 
The duke of Normandy contributed to the accomplifliment of his fcheme ; for 
what paffed, on this occafion, will not permit us to doubt that he entered into 
the views of his father. That prince was then at Rouen, the capital of his 
new appanage. His court was brilliant and numerous ; and he had found means 

to induce the king of Navarre, with whe 
fpondence, frequently to attend it. The noblemen, in the retinue of Charles 
the Bad, generally accompanied their m after on his excurfions from Evreiix to 
Rouen. The dauohin one dav invited that monarch to a grand repaft : this in- 
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faithful adherents. 



Manneville 



dred men at arms : among whom were his fon, the count of Anjou ; his bro- 
ther, the duke of Orleans ; John of Artois, count of Eu, with his brother 

* Froiflard j Spicil. Cont, de Nangis ; Grande Chronique i Chron. MS. du Roi Jean, 
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Charles of Artois ; the count of Tancarville ; the marefchal d'Andreghen, and 
feveral other noblemen. He arrived at the gates of Rouen, at the very hour 
of dinner ; and, palling round the outfide of the walls, entered the caftle by a 
private door, and presented himfelf in the room where the guefts were afTem- 
bled. The moment he appeared, every body arofe from their feats ; a goblet 
of wine was immediately offered him, but he refufed to take it, and exclaim- 
ed, with a countenance inflamed with rage, " Let no one ftir, under pain of 
u death \" He immediately went up to the king of Navarre and fecured him. 
The count of Harcourt attempted to efcape, but was inftantly flopped. All 
the nobles and knights, in the retinue of Charles the Bad, attempted to force 
a paflage ; fome few of them efcaped, but the greater part were feized and 
confined in different parts of the caftle. The king then fat down to dinner ; 
and, when he rofe from table, he ordered the count of Harcourt, the lord of 
Graville, Maiibue de Mainemars, knight, and Oliver Doublet, efquire, to be 
put into two carts ; when he mounted his horle, and, attended by his fon, the 
dauphin, and his men at arms, he conducted the prifoners to a field near the 
town, called The Field of Pardon, where he caufed them to be beheaded. A 
contemporary hiftorian* relates, that, as the fatal proceflionwas palling through 
the ftreets of Rouen, the inhabitants, aftoniflied at a fight fo extraordinary and 
unexpected, attempted to liberate the prifoners, but the king pulling off his 
helmet, and making himfelf known, they immediately defifted. At the fame 
time John took from his pocket a deed, from whence feveral feals were fu£- 
pended, and affured the people it was a treaty concluded with the king of 
England. The fame author adds, that the count of Harcourt, and the three 
other noblemen, denied to the laft the exiftence of fuch a treaty. 

On coolly confidering the king's conduct on this occafion, we cannot but de- 
plore that dangerous impetuofity of temper, which, leading him to follow the 
inconfiderate dictates of rage, gave an air of injuftice to all his anions, degra- 
ded the dignity of the monarch, and the majefty of the throne ; while he might 
eafily have gratified a refentment founded in juftice, by fan&ioning his proceed- 
ings with the authority of the law. The four bodies were fufpended on the 
public gibbet, and their heads placed on lances, fixed for the purpofe. John 
difmiffed all the other prifoners, except the king of Navarre, Friquet, and a 
gentleman named Vaubattu. Charles the Bad was conduced to the Louvre at 
Paris ; or, according to fome, to the fortrefs of Gaillard, near x\ndely, and 
from thence to the Chatelet,t where he underwent an examination, as we 
learn, from the certificate of the king's fecretary, annexed to the copy of Fri~ 
quet's examination. 

A. D. 1356.] The imprifonment of Charles the Bad, and the execution of 
the nobles of Navarre, far from extinguishing the zeal of his partifans, only 
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ferved to light the torch of revolt in a part of the province of Normandy. 
Philip of Navarre, brother to that prince, aflembled all the friends of his 
houfe, fortified the towns and caftles in his brother's dominions, placed ftrone 
garrifons therein, and exprefled a determination to defend himfelf to the laft 
extremity. At the fame time, he wrote to the king*, declaring, that he would 
never ceafe to wage war againft him, fliould he prefume to offer any violence 
to his brother. The feizure now attempted to be made of the domains of the 
king of Navarre, proved as ineffectual as on a former occafion prior to the trea- 
ty of Valognes ; his troops that were Jftationed in the Cotentin, refilled every 
effort to reduce them. The nobility, too, and molt of the inhabitants of 
the Norman towns, being difaffeCted to the government, either embraced 
the caufe of the king of Navarre, or obferved aftriCt neutrality. Geoffrey of 
Har court, who, during the preceding reign, had directed the Englifh arms to 
the reduftion of Normandy ; and, who, after the battle of Crecy, had been re- 
conciled to Philip, now, from refentment for his brother's death, proved him- 
felf -*he moft bitter enemy which the king had to encounter. 

Not content with having taken proper meafures for oppofing the firft attack 
of John, Philip of Navarre and Geoffrey of Harcourt determined to apply for 
the afliftance of a foreign power, under whofe banner the enemies of the ftate 
might, at all times, rally. They addreffed themfelves to the king of Englandt, 
who, lending a favourable ear to their remonftrances, fent over a pafsport to 
their agents, to enable them to repair to London. He went ftill farther ; as 
John, when he arrefted the king of Navarre, and caufed the four noblemen to 
be executed, had accufed them of a confpiracy againft the ftate, and of ha- 
ving concluded a treaty with England, Edward undertook to deftroy the repu- 
tation of his rival, by convicting him of falfhood, in the face of all Europe, 
With this view, that monarch addreffed a manifefto to the pope, the emper- 
or, and to all the other princes and nobles of Chriftendomt. " The prudent 
" men of the age/ 7 faid Edward, in this manifefto, " endeavour to difguife their 
- own faults, by attacking the innocence of others : we believe it to be con- 
cc form able to our duty to God and man, to tear the veil which covers the face 
of truth, and to expofe it naked, by wiping away, through the means of a 
public teftimony, thofe falfe colours which ferve to obfeure it. Every body 
knows that John of France, aCtual poffeffor, in fpite of God and juftice, of 
that kingdom which belongs to us, he having ftrengthened by an oath his 
u reconciliation with the king of Navarre, and having promifed that prince to 
<c forget all paft fubjeftsof difcontent, which he might have, either againft him 
or his adherents, has, neverthelefs, feized the count of Harcourt, and feve- 
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ral other noblemen, and has treated them in a manner which our refpeCl fo 

i c the honourable profeffion of arms forbids us to explain. But, as the faid John 
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iC of France, in order to juftify his condutt, pretends, as we are told, to have 
" in his pofTeffion certain letters of the king of Navarre and his nobles, by which 
u it appears, that they had conipired againft him, and had promifed to join us* 
u and to furrendertheprovin.ee of Normandy into our hands ; fearful, left (lieu 
u reports fhould injure our honour, and that of the king of Navarre, and wifh- 
u ing, from the ties of blood by which we are united, to clear the faid kin 
u of Navarre from this falfe imputation, we declare, on the word of a king, 
u and before God, that the king of Navarre and his friends never concluded 
" any treaty with us, never favoured our caufe, and that, on the contrary, we 
" have ever regarded them as our enemies." Signed at Weftminfter, on the 
fourteenth of May, 1356. 

The king's enemies did not fail to circulate this manifefto, andfucceeded but 
too well in accelerating the progrefs of faftion, and encreafing the number of 
malcontents. The prince of Navarre went to England, accompanied by Geof-^ 
frey of Harcourt, in order to prefs the conclufion of the treaty*. The latter, 
yielding to the dictates of refentment, immediately after his arrival at London, 
acknowledged Edward for king of France and duke of Normandy, did homage 
to him as fuch, and confefled that he held of him the lordfhip of Saint-Sauveur- 
le-Vicomte, and other confiderable eftates in ' Normandy, and finally decla- 
red him heir to all his pofTefllons. Edward in return, made him lieutenant in 
Normandy. Philip of Navarre likewife did homage to the king of England- 
In the deed of homage are inferted the terms of that alliance, the principal con- 
dition of which is the war againft France which the contracting parties bind 
themfelves to continue till Edward fhall have effe&ed the entire conq.ueft of the 
kingdom, and procured the liberation of the king of Navarre. They farther 
engaged to conclude no truce nor peace without the confent of all parties. 

The duke of Lancafter, had, in the mean time, entered Normandy with a 
confiderable re-inforcejnent of Engliftit, which, joined to the troops of Navarre 
formed a body of forty thoufand men at arms, befides infantry. A fhort time 
before his arrival, the count of Tancarville, conftable of Normandy, and king's 
lieutenant of that province, had taken the town and caftle ofEvreux, which 
were firft pillaged and then reduced to afhes. The duke of Lancafter having, 
formed a jun&ion with the forces of Philip of Navarre, took pofleluon of Bre- 
teuil, which he fortified, and from thence committed depredations on the cir- 
cumjacent country. He then penetrated into Perche, and reduced Verneuil 
which he difmantled, and partly burned. 

As foon as the king was informed of the irsvafion of Normandy by the duke 
of Lancafter, he affembled his troops, and took the road to Verneuil, where 
he expefted to meet the enemy ; but he found that they had altered their courfe 
and directed their march towards the town of Aigle. Thither he accordingly 

* Rymer, vol, iii. p, j2z. f Fxoiffard. Grande Chronique* 



r 



y 



* 



1 



7§, HISTORY OP FRANCE, [ J 35& 

repaired, but, on his arrival, he found the Englifli fo ftrongly intrenched in the* 
neighbouring forefts, that, fearful of falling into an ambufcade, he thought it 
prudent to retreat. On his return, he took and garrifoned the caftle of Tilliers, 
and afterwards reduced Breteuil, after a fiege of two months. 

Thefe tranfaftions in Normandy were but the prelude to the operations of 
this campaign, although the feafon was fo far advanced that there appeared to 
be but little time left to undertake any enterprife of importance. An enemy 
more formidable than the Navarrefe and the duke of Lancafter threatened the 
oppofite extremity of the kingdom. While John was employed in the fiege of 
Breteuil, the prince of Wales was laying wafle the fouthern parts of France. 
After palling the Garonne, he penetrated into Auvergne and the Limoufin, 
which he over-ran with the rapidity of a torrent. He then entered the province 
of Berry, and made an unfuccefsful attack on the towns of Bourges and Iflbu- 
dun. Preffing forward with incredible celerity he arrived on the frontiers of 
Touraine, when he thought of proceeding to join the duke of Lancafter in 
' Perche, but he was informed that all the bridges of the Loire were broken down, 
all the paflages carefully guarded, and that the king was at Chartres with a for- 
midable army. He therefore refolved to haften back to Guienne through Tou- 
raine and Poitou. 

John had not been informed of the irruption of the prince of Wales till his 
return to Paris, after the redu&ion of Breteuil. The moment he received the 
intelligence he fwore, that he would march againft him, and bring him to ac- 
tion wherever he fhould find him*. All the nobility of France had orders to 
march, and the general rendezvous of the troops was appointed on the frontiers 
of Touraine and the Blefois. While the army was aflembling, the king dis- 
patched the lords of Craon and Boucicaut, with the hermit of Chaumont, to 
Iiarafs the prince's troops. The French formed an ambufcade in a kind of de- 
file, near Romorantin, where they furprifed a body of two hundred knees, 
whom they attacked with great fury. The Englifli, however, defended them- 
felves with fuch vigour, that the prince of Wales had time to come to their at 
fiftance. The French were then obliged to retreat, and to take refuge in the caf- 
tle of Romorantin, the town not being in a ftate of defence. The prince de- 
termined to revenge this affront, appeared to forget for a time the necefKty of 
xifing the utmoft difpatch in his return to Guienne. He fummoned the three 
noblemen to furrender at difcretion, and, on their refufal, laid liege to the 
place, which he reduced in a few days. 

The delay, however, occafioned by this important attack, had nearly prov- 
ed fatal to the Englifli. The king, having collected his troops, left Chartres, 
reached Blois the firft day, and, in two days more, arrived at Loches, where 

lie learned that the enemy had entered Touraine. The prince purfued his route 
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to Poi&iers, and endeavoured, by forced marches, to recover the time he had 

loft before the caftle of Romorantin. As the two armies advanced towards 
Poi&iers the diftance between them gradually diminifhed. Already had the 
French patted the fmall river Creufe by the bridge of Chauvigny, and, march- 
ing round a wood, within two fliort leagues of Poictiers, pitched their camp 
near the village of Maupertis, when the Englifh arrived at the fame fpot, from 
the oppofite fide of the wood. Here the prince learned, from fome prifoners, 
that the king of France, with his whole army, were before him, and that it was 
impoflible either to advance or retreat without coming to a&ion. He fent a de- 
tachment of two hundred men at arms to reconnoitre, and, on their return, he 
firft learned the ftrength of the enemy he had to encounter. But his courage 
feemed to encreafe with the danger that threatened him ; u God's will be done I 
laid he, u nothing remains but to know how we fhall fight them to the beft ad- 
u vantage." It was on Saturday the feventeenth of September, 1356, that the 
two armies came in fight of each other. The Englhh employed the night in 
fortifying their camp ; the ground which the prince had pitched on was a fmall 
plain, gently inclining, furrounded by woods and vineyards, and acceflible only 
by a narrow defile in front, which v/as enclofed with thick hedges on either 
fide. 

But neither the courage of the prince, nor the prudence he difplayed in the 
choice of his ground could poifibly have availed him in this emergency, had 
John known how to profit by the prefent advantage. The Englifh army, fa- 
tigued with a long and toilfome march, had, for fome days, experienced a want 
of provifions and forage, from the neceffity of returning through a country 
which they had before laid wafte. Enclofed on all fides by an army more nu- 
merous than their own in the proportion of at leaft eight to one*, a delay of 
three clays muft have forced them to lay down their arms, and furrender at 
difcretion. The war would then have been finifhed ; the capture of the 
prince of Wales would have obliged the king of England to fubmit to almoffc 
any terms that his rival might wifh to impofe. But the blind impetuofity of 
John deprived the kingdom of this advantage, and proved a fource of endlefs 
misfortune to himfelf and his people. 

At dawn of day the king and his officers attended mafs, which it was always 
ufual to celebrate previous to an aftion. He then called a council of war, 
which was attended by the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon j the count of Pon- 
thieu ; James of Bourbon ; the duke of Athens, conftable of France ; the 
counts -of Sallebrache, Dammartin, and Ventadour ; marefchal d'Andreghen ; 
the lords of Clermont, Saint-Venant, Landas, Fiennes, Chatillon, Sully, Nefle, 
andDuras; Euftace de Ribaumont, Geoffrey de Charny, and many other no- 
blemen- Whether the members were apprifed of the king's intention, and 
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were afraid to oppofe them, or whether the fmali number of the enemy infpi- 
red them with a blind confidence, there was not one m^n, among this crowd 
of princes and knights, the flower of French chivalry, endued with fufficient 
fpirit or prudence to give the only advice that ought to have been purfued. 
The attack of the enemy's camp was unanimoufly refolved on ; and the troops 
accordingly received orders to hold themfelves in readineis. While Euftace 
de Ribauxnont, John deLandas, and Guichard de Beujeau were employed in 
reconnoitring the enemy, the king, mounted on a white courfer, rode along 
the ranks and thus addrefied his men — u Soldiers, when you are at Paris, 
Chartres, Rouen, or Orleans, you threaten the Englifh, and wifli to be in 
their prefence with your helmets on ; now you are in their prefence, yonder 
they are : if you wifli to take vengeance for the injuries you have fuftained, 
and to punifh your enemies for what they have made you fuifer, now is your 
cc time, for we {hall certainly fight them." The foldiers replied to this laco- 
nic harangue by proteftations of courage and fidelity, 

John now commanded one of the firft armies that France had produced for a 
long time ; it amounted to more than fixty thoufand men, among whom were 
three thoufand knights bannerets. The four fons of the king, the princes of 
the blood, and all the men of diftinftion in the kingdom, able to bear arms, 
were aflembled at Maupertuis. To this formidable army was oppoled a body 
of eight thoufand men, not more than three thoufand of which were Englifh, 
the refc were chiefly Gafcons ; but weak as it was in comparifon with the enemy 
whofe attack it was deftined to fuftain ; it had the advantage of being com- 
manded by the gallant prince of Wales, the celebrated hero of Crecy. 

The French army was formed into three divifions, each containing fixteen 
thoufand men at arms, befides infantry. The firft was commanded by the 
king's brother, the duke of Orleans ; the fecond by the dauphin, attended by 
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naud de Cervolle ; the king referved the command of the third divifion for 
himfelf, attended by his favourite fon, Philip, then about fourteen years of 
age. The 



enemy's pofi- 



tion, brought him word that the prince of Wales 



poft ; and that, in order to attack him, it would be neceflary to pafs through 
a defile, fo narrow as fcarcely to admit four men abreaft, and well guarded by 
thick hedges that afforded a complete fhelter to the enemy. The king allied 
Euftace de Ribaumont, which was the beft mode of beginning the attack ; and 
that nobleman advifed him to difmount all the men at arms, except three hun- 
dred of the braveft and beft mounted, who fliould lead the way, and endea- 
your to force a pafTage through the Englifh archers. This advice being ap~ 
proved, orders were given accordingly ; all the men at arms difmounted, ex- 

rent the three himrlrpH that wpvp tn hecrin the. otfarlv' nnrlfir the command of 
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marefchals Clermont and D'Andreghen, and the German cavalry who were 
deflined to fupport them. The men at arms were ordered to take off their 
fpurs, and to cut their lances down to five feet, for the greater convenience of 
engaging in clofe fight. 

As foon as the troops began to move, they were flopped by the appearance of 
the cardinal de Perigord, the pope's legate, who having learned the approach 
of the two armies to each other, had haftened to prevent, if poffible, the effu- 
fion of blood. By John's permiffion, he repaired to the prince of Wales, 
whom he found fenfible of his dangerous fituation ; and indeed, willing to liften 
to any terms of accommodation that were not inconfiflent with his own honour, 
and with that of England : he even offered to pur chafe a retreat, by a ceflion of 
all the conquefts he had made in the courfeof that and the preceding campaign 5 
by reftoring all the prifoners and booty he had taken ; and by engaging not to 
bear arms againfl France forfeven years.; But John peremptorily infilled, that 
the prince fiiould furrender himfelf prifoner, with a hundred of his knights : 
the negociation, therefore, was broken off, Edward declaring, that he would 
never accede to fuch difhonourable 1 terms ; and that, whatever fortune might 
attend him, England fhoiild never have his ranfom to pay. 

Both fides now prepared for adlion, though the day was fo far advanced, 
that it was found neceffary to defer it till the next morning ; and, during the 
night, the Englifli prince flrengthened, by additional entrenchments, the pofl 
he had fo judicioufly chofen. Early in the morning of the nineteenth of Sep- 
tember, the two armies were drawn up in order of battle ; the French were 
difpofed as before ; and the prince of Wales had, in imitation of his adverfary, 
alfo divided his army into three lines ; the van was commanded by the earl of 
Warwick, the main body by the prince himfelf, and the rear by the earls of 
Salifbury and Suffolk. The lords' Chandos, Audley, and many other brave 
and experienced officers, were at the head of different corps. Edward had al- 
fo taken the precaution to place the captal de Buche, with three hundred men 
at arms, and as many archers, behind an elevated fpot, at the foot of whicli 
the dauphin's divifion was ported ; and he lined the hedges on both fides of the 
defile which led to his camp with a body of his bell archers. 

Juft before the aftion began, the cardinal de Perigord, being refolved to 
make one final effort for an accommodation, again appeared at the head of the 
French army ; but the king and his generals told him they would liflen to no 
terms, and advifed him to make a hafty retreat, or he might perhaps have rea- 
fon to repent his forwardnefs. He then took his leave of John, and riding up 
to the prince of Wales, faid, " My fair fon, do your befl, for you muflfight.^ 

" It is our intention fo to do," replied Edward : " and may God aflifl the 

juft* 1. » > 
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The fignal for battle was given about nine in the morning, when the three 
hundred men at arms, under the conduit of marefchals D'Andreghen and de 
Clermont, entered the defile, in order to clear the paflage for the reft of the 
troops j but the Englifli archers plied their arrows with fuch effeft, that the 
lane was, in a manner, flopped up with the bodies of men and horfes, fo that 
the laft ranks were unable to advance. The two marefchals, however, and 
fome of their belt-mounted followers, forced their way to the end, and attack- 
ed the van of the Englifli with great intrepidity ; but their courage was inef- 
fectual ; overcome by numbers, they were almoft inftantly furrounded, and 
either killed or taken. Marefchal de Clermont was flain by lordChandos, who, 
having had fome altercation with him on the preceding day, "determined to de- 
cide the quarrel, the moment they fhould meet in battle* ; and D'Andreghen 
was felled to the ground by the lord Audley, who took him prifoner. This 
firft check, trifling as it appeared, decided the fate of the day : the men at 
arms,- who had been prevented from reaching the end of the defile, turned 
the heads of their horfes, and flying back with precipitation on the dauphin's 
divifion, threw it into confufion* Thofe who were difmounted, quitted the 
ranks, and ran towards their horfes ; and at that moment the captal de Buche 

his ftation, .and attacked them in flank with great fury. The no- 
blemen who attended the dauphin and his two brothers, inftead of attempting 
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dy of twenty thoufand, gave way to the fiiggeftions of fear, and taking the 
young princ<3s off the field, fought to conceal their own cowardice beneath the 
fpecious pretext of preferving the hopes of the ftate. The duke of Orleans, 
who commanded the fecond divifion, a&ed ftill more cowardly, by fetting an 
example of flight to his men, even before he had drawn his fword. The prince 



Wale 



in the French army, 



mounted his horfe, and gave orders to fuch of his men at arms as had hitherto 
fought on foot to follow his example. Lord Chandos, who was near him dur- 
ing the whole a£tion, faid, cc Come along, Sir, the vittory is our own ; no- 



comman 



martial 



I know 



by a coat of mail, embellifhed with golden fleiirs de lis^ he exclaimed, 
cc that his courage will prevent him from flying ; fo, with the aid of God and 
" St. George, we fhall foon have him in our power." cc Come along, Chan- 
" dos," replied the prince, " no one, this day, fhall fee me retreatt." He 
then advanced to attack the king's divifion, which ftill remained entire, 
though fomewhat difmayed by the flight of their companions, and was far fupe- 
rior in numbers to the whole Englifli army. 

The battle now hersmi* fprinns ? the kinc nf France, enraged at the defertioD 
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of his two firffc divifions, determined, by his own conduct, to fet a worthy ex- 
ample to his remaining troops : never did monarch difplay a greater intrepidity 
of foul than John evinced on this memorable occafion. Had a fifth part of thofe 
that accompanied him exhibited the fame determined courage, the fortune of 
the day might probably have been changed. He gave his orders with the ut- 
iiiofl: tranquillity, arranged his troops, and prefented a firm front to the enemy/ 
The fhock was dreadful ; neither party could claim a fuperiority of valour in 
the bloody fray ; equal refolution appeared on both fides ; and the ground, 
fire wed with the bodies of the dead and dying, was now dtfputed inch by inch. 
That a whole nation may not be involved in difgrace for the cowardice of a 
few, the names of thofe brave men, who, by their fpirited, though fuccefsleJts 
efforts, preferved the fame they had juftly acquired, and did honour to their 
country, ought to be recorded in hiftory. The chief of thefe were the duke 
of Bourbon ; James of Bourbon ; John and James of Artois ; the duke of Athens ; 
John de Melun, count of Tancarville, with his three fons, William, archbifhop 
of Sens, and John and Simon de Melun ; x\rnaut Chaveau, bifhop of Chalons, 
in Champagne; the lords of Pons, Parthenay, Damp-Marie, Montabouton, Sur- 
geres, Rochefoucault, Saintre, L'Angle, Argenton, Linieres, Montandre, Ro- 
chechouart, Aulnoy, Beaujeu, Chateau-Villain, Montpenfier, Ventadour, £er- 
volle, Mareuil, La Tour, Charenton, Montagu, Rochefort, La Chaire, Apchon, 
Linal, Norvel, Pierre-Buffiere, Merle, Raineval, Saint-Dizier, Charny, Hely, 

Monfantand Hagnes. 

This worthy band of valorous knights, crowding round their prince, long 
enabled him to refill: the impetuous attacks of the enemy. A body of German 
cavalry, commanded by the counts of Sarbruck, Nydo, and Nafiau, being 
placed in the front, the prince of Wales rufhed on them with great fury, foon 
routed them, killed two of their leaders, and took the third prifoner. Still, 
however, the French, animated by the prefence and example of their fovereign, 
made a defperate refiftance. But the duke of Athens being flain,- his brigade 
gave way, and left the king to luftain the undivided fury of the Englifo. His 
fon Philip, fighting by his fide, difplayed an intrepidity fuperior to his age ; 
whenever a blow was aimed at his father, he rufhed forward to catch it ; and 
the wound he received, in thus nobly difcharging the duties of a child and a 
hero, was the mod glorious of any that was inflifted that day. The duke of 
Bourbon was by this time flain, and the ftandard of France lay proftrate on the 
ground, clafped in the lifelefs arms of the valiant Charny, who had refufed to 
quit .the precious charge. The ranks were thinned ; the carnage was dreadful • 
but the king feemed to rife fuperior to misfortune, and rallying round his per- 
fon the few furviving nobles, determined, by a defperate effort, to retrieve, 
ifpoflible, the fortune of the day. Wielding his axe with .amazing ftrength 
and dexterity, he dealt deftruftion to all who dared to approach him ; in vain 
{lid his enemies exhort him to yield ; he feemed intent on death or victory, 
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But exhaufted, at length, by fuch violent and continued exertion, and having 
received two wounds in the face, from the lofs of his helmet, which had fallen 
off in the heat of the a&ion, a French knight, who had been expelled his coun- 
try for a murder committed in a private war, approached him, and again exhor- 
ted him to furrender. " To whom fliall I furrender ?" faid the king, u where 
cc is my coufin, the prince of Wales ; could I fee him, I might confent to fur- 
<c render." cc The prince," anfwered the knight, " is not here, but furrender 

u to me, and I will conduct you to him." " Who are you \" replied the 

king : cc Sire," faid he, cc I am Denis de Morbec, a knight of Artois ; I ferve 
cc the king of England, becaufe I cannot return to France, having fpent my 
u fortune." John then threw down his gauntlet, faying to Denis, " To you I 
" yield my felf." 

The prince of Wales, who had purfued the fugitives to lome diflance, find- 
ing the field entirely clear on his return, had ordered a tent to be pitched, that 
he might repofe himfelf after the fatigue of the battle. Having enquired after 
the king of France, and found that he had not fled, he difpatched the earl of 
Warwick, and lord Cobham, in fearch of him ; and thefe noblemen arrived juft 
in time to fave the life of the captive prince, which was in as much danger after 
, he had furrendered, as it had been during the heat of the a&ion ; from a violent 
altercation which had arifen between a party of Englifli andGafcon foldiers, who 
had taken him from Morbec, and were dilputing about his ranfom. When 
Warwick and Cobham appeared, their prefence put a flop to the contention : 
they approached the king with the greateft demonftrations of refpeft, and offered 
to conduct him to the prince of Wales. 

France loft on this difaftrous day, fix thoufand of her braveft citizens; among 
the nobles who fell in the a&ion were, the marefchal Clermont ; Peter, duke 
of Bourbon; Robert de Duras ; the duke of Athens; Geoffrey de Charny; Ri- 
chard de Beaujeu ; William de Nefle ; the lords of Surgeres, Rochefoucatilt, la 
Fayette, Laval, Humieres, Urfe, F Angle, Dammartin, Pons, Montagu, Cham- 
bly, la Heufe, la Tour, Ribaumont, and the bifhop of Chalons*. There was 
fcarcely a noble family in the kingdom, but had to deplore the lofs of a relation. 
The prifoners were ftill more numerous than the flain ; for belldes the king and 
his fon Philip, there were taken three princes of the blood, the counts of Eu, 
Ponthieu,and Tancarville ; one archbifliop ; feventeen counts; and fifteen Iran* 

* As^this prelate, and the archbifliop of Sens, were both prefent at the battle of PoidHers, it is evident 
that the feudal laws, which compelled the ecclefiaftics to perfonal fervice in the wars, ftill fubfifted in fede- 
ral parts of France. The laws of the church exprefsly condemned this cuftom, to which the clergy were 
rendered fubjeft by their temporal poffeffions. The contradiftion which prevailed in this refpeft between 
the French government and the national, religion, continued to obtain,, in. its full force,, till the reign o£ 
Francis the Firft ; who, by an edift of the fourth of July, 1541, exempted the clergy from the obligation 
of perfonal attendance in the field, on condition of paying a certain, fum in lieu of it. By a contraft pai- 
fed on the twenty-ninth of April, 1636, under the reign of Lewis the Thirteenth, they were totally r&~ 

leafed from the duties of military feryice, Villaret, t. ix. p. 1 89, 
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dred barons, knights, and gentlemen, befides feveral thoufand men alarms*. 
Among the prifoners, the three fons of the count of Tancarville ; the lord of 
Pompadour ; the, counts of Vaudemont and Vendome, Graville and Etampes • 
John of Saintre, who was efteemed the braveft knight of his time ; James of 
Bourbon ; the two princes of Artois ; the lords of Rochechouart, Damp-Marie 
Parthenai, Montandre, Brunes, Malval, Pierre-Buffiere, Sauverac, and Gren' 
ville. 

All hiftorians unite in declaring that the generofity difplayed by the conquer- 
ors after the battle, added a new luftre to their victory. Minds the moft bru- 
tal may be endued'with courage! and ignorance of danger may impel the cal- 
lous and unfeeling foul to exertions of valour; hut the virtues of moderation 
and humanity are indifpenfably rcquifite to the formation of a hero ; and never 
did mortal pofTefs thofe virtues in a more eminent degree than young Edward. 
Though furious amidft the din of battle, he was now all mildnefs and humility. 
When the captive monarch approached his tent, the prince went forth to meet 
him, with a countenance that befpoke the fympathetic feelings of his mind ; he 
received John with every pollible mark of tendernefs and regard ; attempted to 
foothe him by the moft confolatory language that dignified compaffion could fug- 
ged ; paid the tribute of praife that was due to his valour ; afcribed his own 
fuccefs to accident, that often, he obferved, overturned the beft concerted 
plans •, and, finally, affured him he had fallen into the hands of thofe who knew 
how to honour his virtues, and. to refpeft his misfortunes- John V conduct, on 
this trying occafion, fhewed him worthy the generous treatment he experienced ; 
he fufFered no mean depreflion of Ipirits to render him forgetful of his own dig- 
nity; or to fink the fovereign in the captive- More affected by the liberality 
of Edward, than by his own calamities ; he confefled he was confcious that the 
defeat he had fuftained could not be afcribed to any impropriety of conduct in 
him, nor could polllbly convey the fmalleft reflexion upon his honour ; and he 
expreffed his fatisfaftion that, fince he was doomed to captivity, he was fo for- 
tunate as to be prifoner to the moft gallant and generous prince in the univerfe. 

Young Edward ordered a repaft to be prepared in his own tent for the royal 
captive, and aflifted in ferving him : he constantly refufed to be feated at table, 
declaring that he knew too well the diftance between a fubjeft and a fovereign 



to be guilty of fuch an impropriety- The 
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rofity and moderation ; regarding the prince as a being of fome ftiperior fpecies, 
their admiration was mingled with reverential awe; and the veneration they 

manifefted for the great qualities he difplayed, was only checked by the reflec- 
tion that their country was reduced to a fituation more pregnant with danger 5 
from being expofed to the refentment of an enemy pofTeiTed of fuch extraordi- 
nary endowmentst. 

* Pf Emil ' P* l 91 1 R» d'Avefbury, p. 252 to 255 5 Knyghton, col, 2613. + Froiffard, 1. i. c. i£g* 
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This calamitous event was productive of the moft fatal confequence to the 
welfare. and tranquillity of France. The prince of Wales having continued 
his march to Bourdeaux, the dauphin, inftead of rallying his troops and attack- 
ing him on the road, when encumbered with booty, returned to Paris. But 
his appearance in the capital by no means diminifhed that confirmation which 
the dreadful intelligence of the defeat at Poi&iers had univerfally diffufed. The 
fafety of the ftate appeared wholly to depend on him ; and his paft conduft was 
not calculated to infpire confidence. His inconfiderate engagement in the con- 
spiracy formed by the king of Navarre had induced people to conceive a very 
unfavourable opinion of him ; and his hafty retreat from the late battle, where 
he had failed in his duty to his father, his king, and his country, rendered his 
courage more than fufpe&ed. Thefe firft impreffions contributed not a little to 
difturb the commencement of his adminiftration . He experienced contradic 
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tions which put his fpirit to the teft ; but his genius being compelled to develope 
itfelf by the obftacles he encountered, he became inured to bufinefs from habit 
and neeeffity. He gained by application the efleem he had loft by his weaknefs ; 
and finally acquired, by the prudence of his conduft, the flattering appellations 
of fage, and reftorer of the monarchy. 

The firft abjeft of Charles, on his return to the capital, was to calm the 
minds of the people, and to give fome confiftency to the government, which 

:afure, without a guide. Some time 
f Norman dv had been created lieu- 
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and September, in which he afTumes that title. The 
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which that office conferred is not afcertained ; but, whatever it might be, it was 

certainly infufficient to fanftion the free and unreferved exercile of the fovc- 
reign power. In that capacity, however, Charles haftened the convention of 
the ftates, which, accordingly, met on the feventeenth cf October. 

The firft adt of this afTembly was the acknowledgment of the authority of the 
heir apparent as lieutenant-general of the kingdom. He did not afTume the ti- 
tle of Regent till two years after, when he had attained the age of twenty-one; 
for, according to the laws of France, no minor could be appointed to the regen- 
cy. This was doubtlefs one of the principal motives which engaged Charles, 
on his acceffion to the throne, to ifTue^that edift, by which the kings of France 
were declared to be of age at fourteen. He wiflied to prevent the inconveni- 
ences arifmg from the too long minority of princes ; inconveniences. which he 
liimfelf had experienced ; for it is certain, that, could he have afTume d th? qua- 
lity of regent, immediately after the battle of PoiAiers, that title Juperior to 
the rank of lieutenant, would have rendered his power more efficient, and havf? 
■ enabled him to refrain his fubjefts within the bounds of their duty.' . ~ 
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The members of the ftates evinced a difpofition very different from that which 
the prefent fituation of affairs required. While the kingdom flood hrneed of 
immediate relief, they talked of nothing but abufes and reform : inftead of re- 
eftablifhing the finances, they wafted their time in complaints againft thofe who 
had formerly been entruftcd with the adminifiration' thereof. A cordial union 
of all the orders was neceffary to oppofe the powerful efforts of the formidable 
enemy they had to encounter ; but a general diviilon appeared among them, and 
in nothing were they unanimous, except in murmurs of difcontent* 

The nobility who, fince the commencement of the war with England, had 
fufFered confrderably, now found their credit and influence reduced almoft to 
nothing ; the battle of Crecy had diminifhed their numbers, and the defeat at 
Poiftiers had completed their ruin. The braveft noblemen and gentlemen had 
either loft their lives or liberties on that difaftrous day j and fuch as had difho- 
noured themfelvcsby an ignominious flight, become objects of general contempt 
or deteftation, did not dare to fhew their faces in publicv Thofe who were not 
prefent at the battle were minors whofe tender years incapacitated them from 
hearing arms. Moft of the furviving nobility augmented the odium under 
which their order laboured by an ill-timed difplay of oftentatiori and luxury. 
. Gaming, and every fpecies of debauchery were now at the heighth. The peo- 
ple were enraged at feeing the money which they had granted for carrying on 
the war, confumed in fuperfluous expences. It was then that the inhabitants 
of the country thought themfelves entitled to retort on the nobles the injurious 

appellation of Jacques Bonhomine, with which they ftigmatifed fuch as were 

accufed of having deferted their fovereign at the battle of Poitiers. It is not 
furprifing. that, under thefe circumftances, the people fhould have acquired a 
fuperiority in the affembly of the ftates j what ufe they made of that advan- 
tage will foon be feen. 

The affembly, compofed of eight hundx-ed membei^s, was opened by the 
chancellor, who, in the prince's name, explained the prefent fituation of the 
kingdom, and afked advice and affiftance, as well for the defence and govern- 
ment of the realm, as for the releafe of the king. The three orders then 
defired time to deliberate on thefe matters, before they fhould be called on to 
make any propofals ; this requeft was made by John de Craon, archbifhop of 
Rheims, in- the name of the clergy j by the king's brother, the duke of Or- 
leans, in -the name of the nobility; and by Stephen Marcel, provoft of the 
niercliarits of Paris, in the name of the commons, or third eftate. The dau- 
phin, '^having given his confent, the conferences were opened the next day, at 
the convent of the cordeliers, where the three orders affembled in feparate 
apartmenb|- J \ Some members of the king's council had been appointed to at- 
tend the conferences ; v but as their prefence operated as a reftraint on the free- 
dom of debate, the deputies infifted they fhould retire. 

After H week paffed in ufelefs difcuffion > on various fubjetts, without any 
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fixed objecft in view, they found it necefTary to appoint a committee of fifty per- 

fons, taken from the three orders, to draw up a project of reform, to be pre- 
fented for the approbation of the general aflembly. The choice, as might na- 
turally be expedled from the temper of the times, fell upon feveral members 
to whom the dauphin and his council had the ftrongeft objections. When they 
had drawn up feveral articles, the aflembly requeued Charles to go to the Cor- 
deliers -5 where, before they delivered the refolution they had come to, thev 
wifhed to exa£t from him an oath of fecrecy. This requeft, however, the prince 
with becoming fpirit reje&ed as injurious to his dignity ; they then prefented to 
him the heads of thofe demands which were the refultof their conferences. 

Robert de Coq, bifhop of Laon, who was appointed by the members to com- 
municate their fentiments, obferved that the caufe of all the calamities with which 
the kingdom was affli&ed, was to be .found in that vicious adminiftration which 
called for an immediate remedy : that the minifters and counfellors, by whom 
the king had been hitherto furrounded*, had been guilty of the moft henious 
offences ; that they ought, therefore, to fuffer degradation, to be deprived of 
their places, and to have their effefts confifcated j that as fome of them were 
exempt, by their profeffion, from the temporal jurifdiftion, the dauphin ought 
to write himfelf to the pope, to requeft permiflion of his holinefs for the ftates 
to appoint commiflioners who might be author ifed to pafs a definitive fentence 
on fuch ecclefiaftics as fhould be found guilty of malverfation in office. 

Le Coq then gave in a lift of profcriptions, which contained the names of 
twenty-two perfons. At the head of the lift was Peter delaForeft, chancellor 
of France, and archbifhop of % Rouen ; then followed Simon de Buffi, firft pre- 
fident of the parliament 5 Robert de Lorris, chamberlain to the king ; John 
Chamillart, and Peter d'Orgemont, prefidents of the parliament ; Nicholas 
Braque, maitre d'hotel to the king; John Poilvillain, mafter of the mint: En- 
guerrand da Petit Cellier, and Bernard de Fermont, treafurers to the war de- 
partment ; Stephen de Paris, Peter de la Charite and Ancel Coquart, m afters 
of requeft s ; Robert Deipreaux, king's notary or fecretary ; John Turpin, 
knight of requefts in the parliament ; John d'Auxerre, mafter of accounts ; 
John de Brechaigne, king's valet de chambre ; Borgne de BeaufFe, mafter of 

the ftables ; Geoffrey le Mazanier, cup-bearer (the three laft belonged to the 
dauphin's houfhold) and Regnaut Mefchin, abbot of Falaife. — The ftates ac- 
cufed thefe minifters and officers u of having flattered the king, of having paid 
no regard, in their advice, either to the fear of God, the honour of the fove- 
reign, or the mifery of the people ; of having confined their attention folely 
to the acquifition of wealth, the extortion of exceffive donations, and to the 
" procuring for themfelves or their friends, dignities and places J and efpecially 
h of having concealed the truth from the king." 
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After thefe general rcprcfentations, which might, with equal juftice, be ap- 
plied to almoft any minifters, of any country , the members proceeded to ftatc 

the projeG they had formed for remedying fuch difordcrs. They declared the 
necellity of chuftng, from among themfelvcs, reformers, authoriied by exprefs 
commiilions, to repreis all malverfations in public officers ; they maintained, 
that the dauphin ought to form a council comprifed of four prelates, twelve 
knights, and twelve members of the third eftate ; and that nothing fiiould be de- 
cided without the advice and approbation of thefc twenty-eight counfellors. The 
deputies concluded their remonftrance by demanding the releafe of the king of 
Navarre ; a demand which plainly proved that their conduit was actuated by 
very different motives from thofe of patriotifm, and concern for the welfare of 
the people, John de Pequigny, for the nobility ; Nicholas le Chanteu, advo- 
cate, and Stephen Marcel, for the third eftate, confirmed all that the bifhop of 
Laon had advanced, in the name of the aflembly. 

The dauphin, notwithftandinghe had reafon to fufpett the difaffe&ion of the 
ftates, never imagined they would venture to make fuch proposals as thefe* 
Surprifed at the boldnefs of the members, he replied, that he would examine, 
in concert with his council, the nature of their demands. In the mean time, 
he expreffed a wifli to know what affiftance the ftates could afford in the prefent 
conjuncture. The members anfwered, that, if their demands were complied 
with, they would engage to maintain thirty thoufand men at arms; and that, in 
order to raife the neceflary fupplies for their fupport, they would eftablifli a 
tax of one tenth and a half, or of three twentieths on all annual incomes, as 
well of ecclefiaftics as of the nobles ; and that the third . eftate would pay for 
the equipment and fupport of one thoufand men at arms, for every twenty 
hearths. They then delired, in order to afcertain how far fuch an impoft 
would luffice for the fupport of the propofed number of troops, that the af- 
fembly might be prorogued till the commencement of the third week after 

Eafter. . • 

The prince's council were, for fome time, divided, as to the propriety of 
accepting or rejecting thefe propofals ; thofe who were included in the lift of 
profcriptions naturally inclined to reject them. Some of thefe fecretly nego- 
ciated with the members of the atfembly, in the hope of obtaining fbme modi- 
fication of the conditions propofed; but they remained refolute. At length it 
Was refolved, by a majority of votes, that the dauphin fhould comply with the 
demands which had been preferred to him. Charles was aware of the confe- 
quence of fuch a condefcenfion, which muft finally prove fatal to his own au- 
thority ; but, unwilling to aft in contradi&ion to the opinion of his council, he 
feigned a compliance with the refolution adopted by the ftates, and promifed 
to .attend the aflembly, on the eve of the feftival of All-Saints, in order to 
ive his formal confent to the various articles. 

But, while the dauphin openly flattered the deputies with the hope that theft 
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projects would be crowned with fuccefs, he fecretly adopted meafures for dif. 



concerting them. The 



by his council, the mem- 



bers whereof finally decided, that the prince was deeply interefled in promo- 
ting the diflblution of an aflembly, who fought to annihilate the royal authori- 
ty, and, profiting by the critical fituation of affairs, endeavoured to feize the 
reins of government. On the day appointed for the publication of the or don- 
nance decreed by the ftates, the deputies aflembled. The people, collecting 
in crowds about the gate of the palace, awaited the effedt of the dauphin's* 
promifes, which had been induftrioufly circulated throughout the city. His 
arrival, however, foon deftroyed all their hopes ; the moment he arrived at 
the palace-gate, he fent an order to the ftates to depute nine of their members, 
whom he named, to attend him — thefe were, the archbifliops of Lyons and 
Rheims, with the biftiop of Laon, from the clergy ; Valeran de Luxembourg, 



John 

MarceL provoft of the mer 



from the 



man, and Nicholas 
Duties from the prin 



the principal towns. When they came into the prince's 
prefence, he told them, in the hearing of all prefent, that he expected news 
from the king, without whofe orders he could come to no decifion ; and that 
he had likewife refolved to confult his uncle, the emperor ; for which reafon 
lie required a farther delay, and with that view adjourned the aflembly till the 
Thurfday following. The ftates began to murmur, but the duke of Orleans 
exerted his eloquence with fuccefs, in juftifying the condudl of the dauphin, 



tumult. The 



deputies 



members 



is matter would terminate, or elfe being, 
, withdrew from the capital and returned 
to their refpe&ive homes. Two days after this, the duke of Normandy fent 
for fome of the deputies, to whom he declared his intention, which he defired 



would 



them to retire till far- 



would 



proper ; that at prefent he could come to no refolution till he knew his father's 
intentions j and had confulted his uncle whom he meant to vifit immediately* 

After this concife declaration of his will, he difmifled them. 

Many of the deputies exprefled their difapprobation of the dauphin's con- 
duit ; but, as there was no pretext for prolonging the feflion, they were obliged 
to fubmit. Previous to their diflblution, they drew up an account of their 
debates, a copy of which was delivered to each member,, that they might be 

(aid, to juftify their conduft. 

le ftates of the Langue d'Oil, aflembled at Paris, were thus engaged 



they 
While 



in fo w 
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convened by the count of Armagnac, king's lieutenant of thofe provinces, gave 
the mod ftriking proofs of their fidelity and attachment. They afTembled at 
Touloufe, where they unanimonfly agreed to raife and fupport five thoufand 
men at arms, with at lead two horfes for each, one thoufand archers on horfe- 
back, and two thoufand infantry. Not fatisfied with having granted this vo- 
luntary aid, in proof of their loyalty, the ftates ordained, that neither men nor 
women fhould wear gold, filver, pearls, rich furs, or other coftly embellifti- 
ments, for the fpace of a year, unlefs the king fhould recover his liberty be- 
fore the expiration of that term ; all minftrels and farce-players were forbidden 
to follow their profeffion during the fame period. The count of Armagnac 
fent a deputy from each of the three orders to Paris, to impart the decrees 
of the ftates to the dauphin, who immediately confirmed them. 

The refolution adopted by the ftates-general, previous to their diffolution, 
to draw up an account of their proceedings, was chiefly the work of Robert 
le Coq, and Stephen Marcel, two of the moft dangerous characters of the 
age*. The firft, a meddling prieft, who, having infinuated himfelf into the 
good graces of kings Philip and John, was firft raifed from the ftation of pri- 
vate advocate, to the more important charges of counfellor and advocate-ge- 
neral ; and was afterwards promoted to the dignities of bifliop and duke of 
Laon ; loaded with the favours of his fovereigns, he became one of their moft 
bitter enemies, without the ability to adduce a fingle circumftance, that could 
either juftify or palliate his ingratitude. Stephen Marcel was one of thofe men, 
whom almoft every nation has, in times of tumult and diforder, produced ; 
a fpecious demagogue, who aflumed the appellation of man^ in order to be- 
come mafter, of the people; who talked loudly of the majefty of the people, 

with a view to reduce them to a ftate of humiliation the moft abject ; who 
taught the people to lord it over their fuperiors, that he might tyrannife over 
them ; who flattered their paffions that he might gratify his own ; who- render- 
ed their vanity the inftrument of his pride, and made their boafted rights pro- 
ductive of mifery to themfelves, and fubfervient to his own ambitious pur- 
pofes. Artful, vindictive, treacherous, and overbearing, his cruelty was only 
equalled by his infolence ; dead to honour, and callous to remorfe, his abjeCt 
foul was marked by none of thofe ftriking features which even villainy, of fu- 
perior magnitude, not unfrequently exhibits. His dark intrigues, his open 
profeffions, and his place of provoft of the merchants of Paris, all contributed 
to fecure that? extraordinary degree of popularity, which it was his grand ob- 
ject to acquire, as the only poffible means of elevation for a man of his birth 
and principles. The honour recently conferred on him, of being appointed 
chief of the deputies of the third eftate in the laft general affemblies, confider- 
ably augmented the credit he already enjoyed. That credit he exerted to the 
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degradation of the fovercign authority: with a mad rabble at his heels, whom 
he had feduced from their duty, he was frequently fben to brandifh the torch 

of fedition, and to give the fignal for murder- He wilhed to overturn the 
whole fabric of government, and raife himielf upon its ruins. That he had 
Jong meditated this defign is certain. He had entered into the confpiracy pro- 
jected by the king of Navarre, with whom he maintained a clofc correfpon- 
dence. He had been at Evreux, where he remained concealed for fome time, 
duiing which he had many private conferences with Charles the Bad. Thclc 
intrigues were, probably, not difcovered, fmce he was afterwards promoted 
to the office of provoft of the merchants. 

The ftates not having granted any fubfidy, previous to their diffolution, the 
dauphin made feveral applications to Marcel and the aldermen, in the hope of 
obtaining fome affiftance ; but they rejected his requefts without ceremony, de- 
claring they would grant, nothing unlefs the eftates were affembled. As the 
prince had ftrong reafons for not confenting to this propofal, he had recourle 

to another method ; he fent the members of his council to the different towns 
of the kingdom, to exhort the inhabitants to contribute to the defence of the 
ftate. While he was waiting to fee the effect of thefe deputations, he repair- 
ed to Metz, where his uncle, the emperor, then reflded. 

Charles the Fourth, fon to John, king of Bohemia, had been chofen king of 
the Romans, fo early as the year 1346. He fucceeded to the kingdom of Bo- 
hemia on the death of his father at the battle of Crecy, where he himielf was 
wounded*. It was this prince who, to induce the pope to favour his promo- 
tion to the empire, was weak enough to fign an agreement, by which lie enga- 
ged never to enter Rome, but on the day of his coronation, without the per- 
miflion of the fovereign pontiff; a mean condefcenfion which rendered him an 
objeft of contempt to moft of the German princes and nobles, and even to the 
Italians ; and procured him the appellation of emperor of the priejls. 

Charles poilefTed fo little power, and was fo extremely poor, that he was 
arretted at Worms, by his butcher, and would not have been fuffered to leave 
the city, had not the bifhop of the diocefe difcharged the debt. Armed with 
bulls and decrees he difputed the empire with more perfeverance than fuccefs, 
during the latter years of Lewis of Bavaria, after whofe death his party ac- 
quired a fuperiority ; and, having purchafed the claims of his competitors, he 
was, at length, received as emperor by the ele&ors. Charles was the author 
of that celebrated conftitution, called the Golden Bull, formed after a model 
drawn up by Bartholo, the moft famous lawyer of the age ; it contains thirty 
chapters, the object of which is to regulate the form of government, the elec- 
tion of the emperors, the fucceffion of the cle&ors, the privileges of the 

members of the- empire, the afTemblies or general diets, the ceremonies of the 

1 
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imperial court, the fundtions of the electors, and the fervice of the emperor's 
table, on the day of his coronation, and on other public days. The fir It part 

.of this bull was publifhed at Frankfort in 1356, and the laft at Metz, on Chrift- 
nias clay, in the fame year, the very day on which the dauphin reached that 

city. 

The dauphin, before he left Paris, had appointed his brother, the count of 
Anjou, to prefide over the capital in quality of his lieutenant ; and, as he had not 
been able to procure any afliftance from the ftates, he thought of adopting the 
old mode of procuring money by adulterating the coin. The completion of 
this project was left to the count, but the publication of an ordonnance for that 
purpofe excited univerfal difcontent, which was ftudioufly fomented by the 

enemies of the ftate. 

Hitherto the Parifians had not departed from that zeal and attachment to their 
fovereign, which had ever marked their conduft from the fir ft foundation of 
the monarchy ; but they were now about to exhibit a very different fcene ; to 
forget that relpeft to their luperiors and that fpirit of fubordination without 
which no government can long fubfift j to hoift the ftandard of rebellion, and 
give way to the moft criminal excelfes, under the fpecious pretext of concern 
for the welfare of the ftate, and the liberty of the people. Marcel and his 
partifans were fenfible that the delign of the duke of Normandy was to procure 
money by a new coinage, in order to exempt himfelf from the neceflity of fub- 
mitting to the rigorous terms which the ftatss endeavoured to impofe. As it 
was ncceilary to their views to deprive him of this refource, they openly refil- 
led to fuffer the circulation of the new coin. This was the fignal of revolt ; 
the provoft of the merchants, accompanied by fever al of his adherents, repair- 
ed to the Louvre, where the count of Anjou refided, inlifted on the revocation 
of the edift, and protefted, in the name of the people, that the money in ques- 
tion fhould never become current. The count replied, that he muft confult his 
council before he could come to any decifion on the fubjedt ; the next day Mar- 
cel and his gang again made their appearence, and received a fimilar anfwer. 
By thefe delays the count hoped to gain time till the return of his brother, to 
whom he had fent intelligence of the oppolition he experienced ; but the provoft 
of the merchants, whofe infolence daily encreafed, went to the Louvre with 
inch a ftrong body of infurgents, that the fear of a general revolt compelled 
the council to fufpend the execution of the ordonnance, and to await the arrival 
of the duke of Normandy. This firft attempt of Marcel being thus crowned 
with fuccefs,* that faftious demagogue acquired frefh confidence, and became 
more enterprifing. Proud of having compelled the fovereign authority to bend 
before him, he thought himfelf in a fituation to proceed to extremities. 

The Parifians were now folely employed in intrigues and difputes concerning 
the form of government which it would be moft eligible to adopt. To fee the 

avidity with which the oppoftte parties grafped at the fovereign authority, every 
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one would have fuppofed that the captivity of John had left the throne vacant*. 
The war meanwhile continued in Normandy ; Geoffrey, of Har court, cantoned 
in the Cotentin, laid wafte that province by continual incurfions, which no one 
attempted to repel, till the duke of Normandy and the ftates fent eight hundred 
men at arms to oppofe him. Robert de Clermont, the duke's lieutenant, had 
no fooner received this reinforcement, than he entered the Cotentin, where 
Geoffrey of Harcourt, rejecting the advice of his friends, afTembled all his forces, 
and offered him battle ; Robert gained a complete victory ; the troops of Geof- 
frey were routed ; many of them being killed, the reft fled, and their unfortu* 
nate leader foon found himfelf wholly deferted. Scorning to owe his fafety 
to flight, he determined to fell his life as dear as he could. He knew that if 

taken he muft expert to perifh on a fcaffold ; and he deemed it more glorious to 
die nobly in the field. ItnprefTed with thefe ideas, he feized a battle-axe, and 
put himfelf in a pofture of defence ; being endued with extraordinary ftrength, 
he defended himfelf for a confiderable time, killing all that ventured to ap- 
proach him. His blows were fo fatal, fays Froiflard, that no one dared to en- 
counter him ; till, at length, two men at arms mounted their horfes, and 
couching their lances, gallopped furioufly towards him ; the (hock was too vio- 
lent to fuftain ; Geoffrey was thrown on the ground, and inftantly difpatchecL 
The cardinals of Perigord and Saint-Vital had been ordered by the pope to 
attend the interview of the duke of Normandy with the emperor at Metz ; 
where they endeavoured in vain to promote a pacification between the hoftile 
crowns of France and England. Edward, elated with his paft fucceffes, was 

ftill difinclined to liften to any reafonable terms, and the confufion which at 
prefent prevailed in the kingdom, was well calculated to favour the accom- 
plifhment of his ambitious defigns. Charles returned to the capital, accompa- 
nied by Peter de la Foreft, who had recently been promoted to the dignity of a 
cardinal ; but the Roman purple proved inadequate to protect him from the 
vengeance of the oppofite fa&ion, which daily acquired frefii ftrength. 

Charles, on his return, found the minds of the Parifians leis favourably di£ 
pofed towards him, than before his departure. A few days after his arrival he 
commiffioned the archbifhop of Sens (who had been taken at the battle of Poic- 
tiers, and releafed on his parole) the count of Rouffi, the lord of Renel, Robert 

de Lorris, and fome other members of his council, to confer with the provoft 

of the merchants, at a houfenear Saint Germain PAuxerrois. Marcel attended, 
with a train of armed followers ; and, on the commiffioners preffing him to for- 
bear all farther oppofition to the circulation of the new coin, a violent difpute 
enfued ; the provoft, not contented with rejecting their demand, had no fooner 
quitted the houfe, than he excited an infurre&ion of the people, as well by his 
pwn exhortations as by thofe of his emiflaries \ he caufed the ftiops to be flint, 

t F/oiffard; Spicil. Cont. de Nang'j Chron, MS,; Chron. do Saint Denis j Mcmoirc de Literature, 
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and all the labour and bufinefs to ceafe j and, at the fame time, gave orders to 
the citizens to take up arms. 

The prince's council, having affembled in great hafte, unanimoufly decided 
that it was abfolutely necefTary, for a while, to give way to the torrent. Charles, 
accordingly, repaired the next day to the palace, where he declared, in prefence 
of Marcel, and the chief leaders of the infurgents, that he pardoned every at- 
tempt againft his authority, and particularly the riots and disorders of the pre- 
ceding day ; hefupprefled the new coin ; and, finally, confented to the difmiffion 
and imprifonment of the officers profcribed by the ftates. The" chancellor, 
and Simon de Bufly, firft prefident of the parliament, who were among the num- 
ber, had been appointed by the king to attend him at Bourdeaux, in the capacity . 
of negociators ; but Marcel infilled that the commiffibn ftiould be revoked, with 
refpeft to the latter ; and Charles was obliged to comply. The provoft of the 

merchants did not flop here ; he extorted from the dauphin an order, which au- 
thorifed him to feize the^effefts of BufTy, Nicholas Prague, Enguerrand du Pe- 
tit Cellier, and of John Poillevilain, fovereign mailer of the mint. 

A. D. 1357.] Charles was at length reduced to the neceflity of confentingto 
aflemble the ftates, which accordingly met on the fifth of February ; when the 
laflblow was given to the fovereign authority. In proportion as their power 
encreafed, it was eafy to perceive that they would rife in their demands ; and 
the poflibility of refufing to confirm their proceedings no longer fubfifted. They 
affumed to themfelves the privilege of aflembling whenever they fhould think 
proper; inflead of twenty eight of their members, which, according to their 
former plan, was to form a council for the prince, they now chofe thirty-fix, to 
whom they delegated the management of public affairs, and the adminiftration . 
of the finances ; leaving to the dauphin not even the fliadow of authority, unlefs 
the vain formality of confirming the delpotic decrees of the ftates, by an ordon- 
nance publiflied in his name, may be fo called , This ordonnance contained 
many articles which had been previoufly difcufled by that afTembly of the ftates 
which had met before the battle of Poi&iers. To thefe feveral other regulations 
were added ; fuch as, the revocation of all exceflive gifts, and alienations of 
the domains of the crown, fince the time of Philip the Fair ; an exprefs prohi- 
bition, in all criminal cafes, to receive any compofition for the offence ; an abo- 
lition of all State Letters^ the objeft of which was to fufpend the operations of 
juftice ; and an order to all fubaltern judges, who left caufes undecided (from 
the fear of incurring the penalty to which they were liable whenever their de- 
cifions were corre&ed by the fuperior judges) to bring them to a fpeedy conclu- 

fion, and to pronounce fentence without delay, under pain of arreft and depo- 
fition. 

Moft of thefe regulations were juft and equitable ; but, unfortunately, the 
ftates were not influenced by proper principles in the promulgation of fuch laws ; 

they only wifhed to impofe on the people, by an appearance of concern for their 
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welfare- Their principal object was, to arrogate to themfelves every fpecies of 
authority, under the fpecious pretext of promoting order and enforcing econo- 
my. The difpofal of the fubfidies which had been decreed for the fupport of 
thirty thou fan d men at arms, was left to themfelves ; by which means themoft 
eflential part of the government became vefted in their own hands. In order to 
render themfelves ftill more formidable, they obliged the prince to infert in his 
declaration, that every member fhould be allowed an efcort of fix armed men. 
Thefeflion was terminated by afeditious harangue, appropriate to the occafion, 
pronounced by the bifhop of Laon. 

In order that nothing might be wanting to complete the degradation of the 
fovereign power, the dauphin was compelled to fufpend, or rather to diflblvc 
the two fuperior courts of parliament, and the chamber of accounts* ; fo that 
Paris was exempt from all jurifdi&ion till fuch time as the ftates chofe to replace 
them. The members of the new council appointed the new judges of the par- 
liament, whom they reduced to fixteen, including prefidents, and they were 
careful to feleft fuch only as were wholly devoted to themfelves. They alfo 
reduced the chamber of accounts, and compofed it entirely of their own crea- 
tures ; but the new officers had fuch little knowledge of the bufinefs they were 
appointed to tranfaft, that they were under the neceffity of calling in feme of 
the old members, in order to give them the neceflary inftr u&ion . 

During thefe tranfa&ions, the king remained at Bourdeaux, whither young 
Edward had conducted him after the battle of Poicliers. Several attempts to 
promote an accommodation had been made ; and the cardinal of Perigord, who, 
as pope's legate, adted in the character of mediator, found the prince of Wales 
not averfe from liftening to reafonable terms ; but the ambitious policy of his 
father led that monarch to expeift from his late vi&ory all thole advantages it 
was calculated to infure. He had given his fon,"previous to his departure from 
England, full power to conclude a treaty of peace or alliancet, but, at that 
time, the king of France was at liberty. Affairs were now changed ; he rejec- 
ted, therefore, every project of pacification that was prefented to him, and re- 
quired that John fhould be conducted to London. He would only confent to 
the conclufionof a truce for two years, and that merely from motives of inte« 
reft, that he might convey the captive monarch with fafety to England, 

This truce was figned on the twenty-third of March, about a month after the 
prorogation of the ftates. The archbifhop of Sens then returned to the capital 
with his father the count of Tancarville, and the count of Eu ; and thefe no- 
blemen brought with them a letter from the king!, which annulled all the de- 
crees of the ftates, and exprefsly forbade the levying of the fubfidy- The dau- 
phin publifhed this letter on the fifth of April, which difconcerted the new go* 
yernorsjwho were thereby deprived of the opportunity of enriching themfelves by 

* Mem, de h Charobre dej Comptcs. t Rynier. $ Froiflard ? 
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the produce of the new imports. They bad the art, however, to perfuade the peo- 
ple, that this' fuppreffion of a tax was an infringement on their rights ; and Paris 
now exhibited the unprecedented fcene of an enraged populace calling aloud for 
the collection of a burthenfome inlpoft with the fame fymptoms of indignation 
and impatience, as, at any other time, they would have evinced in urging the 
repeal of a fimilar tax. The counts of Eu and Tancarville, and the archbi- 
fhop of Sens, were obliged to leave the capital, in order to elude the eftetts of 
their refentment. The duke of Normandy, again conftrained to yield to fit- 

perior force, publifhed an ordonnance, by which, notwithftanding the prohibi- 
tion of the king his father, he prorogued the flates and commanded that the 
fublidy fhould be levied. This condefcenfion appeafed the tumult for a while, 
and a fhort calm was reftored to the metropolis. 

But Marcel and his adherents entertained views that were wholly incompa- 
tible with even the femblance of public tranquillity ; they propagated a report, 
that the counts of Eu and Tancarville, and the archbifhop of Sens, were em- 
ployed in raifing troops, in order to inflift vengeance on the inhabitants of Pa- 
ris, for the infult they had fuftained in being compelled to leave the city. — ■ 

The people were alarmed ; they immediately flew to arms ; eftabliftied corps- 
de-gardes and placed centinels, in different parts of the town ; kept all the 
gates clofed except three, in the vicinity of the great bridge, (now the Pont- 
au-Change) and, during the night, thofe alfo were fhut*. For the firft time 

they placed iron chains acrofs the ftreets ; the weftern walls of the town they 

enclofed with a ditch, as well as the eaftern fuburbs ; they built parapets, 

raifed redoubts, and fixed cannon and other warlike machines on the ram- 
parts. A great number of beautiful edifices were deflroyed, in order to make 

way for the new fortifications ; and the proprietors fuffered this demolition 
without a murmur ; though, when Philip wifhed to remove a few houfes for a 
fimilar purpofe, when the king of England lay encamped at PoifTy, the attempt 
had almoft produced a general infurre&ion. But the times were changed ; 
" The fpirit of revolt," fays father Daniel, " on this occafion, made the 
u Parifians forget their private interefts, to which, ten years before, they had 
" nearly facrificed the fafety of the whole kingdom." 

After the conclufion of the truce, the prince of Wales made the necefTary 
preparations for conveying his royal prifoner to London ; but, apprehenfive that 
an attempt might be made to intercept him in his pafTage, he prudently kept 
fecret the time of his departure, and embarked in the night of the twenty- 
fourth of April ; he arrived in England the beginning of May, when he was 
received, by his father, and the people, with the honours that were due to 
his merit, and to the rank of the captive who accompanied him. The lord 
mayor of London was commanded to raife triumphal arches on his road, anc\ 

* Spicil. Contm, Nane. ; Mem. de Literature ; LaMyrre, Traite de la Police, t ? i, 
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to regulate the procefiion which was appointed to attend him. That niagif. 
trate, accordingly, met the prince in South wark, followed by the aldermen 
all adorned with the infigma of their office, and one thoufancl of the principal 
citizens. The captive monarch was arrayed in royal robes, and mounted on a 
jfuperb white courier, confpicuous from its fize and beauty, and the magnifi- 
cence of its furniture j while his princely viftor, fimj)ly habited, rode by his 
fide on a black palfrey, whofe figure and trappings belpoke that humility which 
dignified and adorned the mind of its mailer. The houfes were hung with 
tapeflry and military weapons, and the ftreets were lined with an infinite con- 
courfe of people. In this fituation, more glorious than that of a Roman em- 
peror in the hour of triumph, infnlting the misfortunes of his (hackled cap- 
tives, did the prince proceed to Weftminfler-hall, where his father defcended 
from his throne, and advanced to meet the king of France, whom he received 
with the fame refpeft and cordiality, as if he had voluntarily repaired to his 
court, for the purpofe of paying him a vifit of friendflhip*. When the cere- 
mony of reception was over, John and his fon were conducted to the palace of 
the Savoy, where they were entertained in the moft fumptuous and hoipitable 
manner. 

France, in the mean time, was expofed to all the horrors of fedition ; the 
conduift of the new reformers foon made the wifer and more virtuous part 
of the nation regret the lofs of the old minifters* The fpecious veil of public 
good was drawn afide, and avarice and ambition appeared in their native co- 
lours. Marcel, more vicious and afpiring than his colleagues, had ufurped the 
chief authority. That faftious prelate, Robert le Coq, had exerted his ut- 
rmoft efforts to (educe the clergy from their duty ; and John de Pecquigny had 
made a limilar attempt on the fidelity of the nobles; but thefe two orders, 
more prudent and circumfpetf: than a mad populace, refufed to yield to their 
remonftrances. Even fuch of them as had been chofen members of the new 
council of reformation difdained to partake, with fuch aflociates, an authority 
that was raifed on the ruins of the conftitution. They abandoned the reins of 
government to thole fubaltern tyrants, from a conviction that their power, if 
left to itfelf, would foon operate its own deftruttion. Many of the third 
eftate, too, refufed to become the accomplices of Marcel and his adherents ; 
fo that, of the thirty-fix reformers, who had been placed by the flates at the 
head of affairs, there were but ten or twelve, chiefly aldermen and citizens of 
Paris, who would confent to take a part in the government. 

The fubfidy which the people were fo eager to have collected, produced 
much lefs than was expetted ; the nobility and clergy refilling to pay it, the 
whole weight fell upon the third eftate. The chiefs of the faction had ap- 
pointed colleftors, who were creatures of their own ^ and they paid them fuch 

? Froiffard, h i. c. 12J» 
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exorbitant falaries, that no inconfiderable part of the produce was abforbedby 
that means ; the reft, the provoft of the merchants, and the reformers, appro- 
priated to their own ufe. Marcel thus accumulated confiderable fums, while 
no money could be found for railing and paying theftipulated number of troops. 
The Parifians, themfelves, began to be difpleafed with the new adminiftra- 
tion. The brother of the king of Navarre had taken Evreux by furprife ; and 
his troops, extending towards the confines of Normandy, made incurftons into 
the vicinity of the capital, which now found itfelf threatened with a dangerous 
neighbour, without an army to oppofe him. The eyes of the people were at 
length opened; and the chimerical projects of order and economy, with which 
they had been flattered, fpeedily disappeared, and left their authors expofedto 
merited contempt. 

The dauphin feized this favourable opportunity to fhake off the yoke which 
had been impofed on him. The provoft of the merchants, Charles Confac, and 
John Delifle, aldermen, with other chiefs of the fedition, were ordered to at- 
tend him at the Louvre. The prince alfuming, for the fir ft time, that air of 
authority which became his birth and ftation, told thefe fa&ious demagogues 
that he was refolved, in future, to govern without the aid of guardians ; for- 
bidding them, at the fame time, on his own authority, to interfere in matters 
of l'tate, the fuperintendance of which they had hitherto lb monopolifed, that 
greater obedience was paid to them than to himfelf. Marcel, alarmed at this 
addrefs, which he had not expected, was obliged to fubmit. He was too well 
aware of the diminution of his influence to venture on refiftance ; and he and 
his partifans retired in confufion. The bifliop of Laon, who alfo had loft his 
boldnefs with his credit, left the capital, and repaired to his diocefe. 

A little time after this exertion of authority, the dauphin vifited many of 

the provincial towns, in order to folicit that afliftance which the prefent fitua- 
tion of the ftate required. But it is probable he reaped but little advantage 
from this excurfion, as, at the end of fix weeks, he returned to Paris, and again 
put himfelf in the power of Marcel and his accomplices. 

During the fhort abfence of the duke, the oppofite faction had ferioufly re- 
flected on their paft conduit ; their leaders became fenfible of the confequences 
to which the profecution of the meafures they had purfued muft finally 
tend ; but they had advanced too far to retreat. They now had recourfe to 
fuch expedients as they thought beft calculated to avert the impending danger ; 
and, having covered thefe precautions with an impenetrable veil, they deputed 
fbme of their party to the duke, to engage him, by the moft flattering offers, 
to return to Paris. They promifed to fupply him with money in abundance, 
and no longer talked either of difmiffing the minifters, or of liberating the king" 
of Navarre ; they even appeared to have totally forgotten that prince. They 
only requefted, as a favour, that deputies from twenty or thirty of the princi- 
pal towns might be fumxnoned to aflemble at Paris, to aft in concert with them* 

N 2 
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The dauphin, feduced by this appearance of fubmiffion, yielded to their feli- 
citations, and returned to the capital. The infincerity of the provoft and his 
partifans, however, foon appeared ; when called upon to fulfil their promiles 
they faid, they could come to no decifion, till the ftates-general were affem- 
bled. Though experience had fliewn the inefficacy of compliance, Charles once 
more confented to convene the ftates ; which were, accordingly, fummoned to 
meet on the feventh of November. Marcel had the infolence to write, in his 
own name, to the principal towns, and to fend his letters of invitation with the 
prince's fummons. Le Coq hefitated fome time, but, prefled by the folicitations 
of the provoft, he at length difmifled his fears, and determined to obey the 
citation. 

The ftates had no {boner met than they received intelligence that the king of 
Navarre had effected his efcape* ; all virtuous men fhuddered at the news ; 
while Marcel, le Coq, and their faftious adherents, triumphed. This event 
had been planned and executed with the utmoft fecrecy and addrefs. John de 
Pecquigny, governor of Artois, attended by thirty men at arms, furprifed the 
caftle of Arleux en Pailleal, on the frontiers of Picardy and the Cambrefis, 
where the king of Navarre was confined, during the night ; and, releafing that 
prince, conducted him to Amiens. The long captivity of Charles the Bad, far 
from foftening the native ferocioufnefs of his mind, only ferved to redouble his 
implacable hatred. When he arrived at Amiens, he aflembled the inhabitants, 
and, in a public harangue, inveighed againft the government, and complained 
of the feverity with which he had been treated during his confinement ; ftudious 
to fecure the attachment of the populace, he caufed the doors of all the prifons 
to be thrown open ; and the emancipated culprits, enlifted in his fervice, pre- 
pared to evince their gratitude, by any aft of defperation which their abandoned 
leader might command. 

As foon as his partifans, at Paris, were informed of his efcape ; they began 
to conciliate the affe&ions of the Parifians, and to prepare every thing for fecu- 
ring him a favourable reception in the capital. Pecquigny, le Coq, and Mar- 
cel, had the infolence to go to the dauphin, and, with all the boldnefs of fuc- 
cefsful villainy, demanded a fafe-conduft for the king of Navarre ; while the 
prince, aftonifhed at their audacioufnefs, had not the courage to refufe what, 
indeed, he had not the ability to prevent. From that moment the bifliop of La- 
on placed himfelf at the head of the dauphin's council-, without even afldng his 
confent; and dictated and delivered all his anfwers. Charles the Bad,, having 
received his fafe-condu£fc, haftened to Paris ; and, in the different towns through 
which he pafTed, endeavoured, by feditious harangues, to excite the people to 
revolt. At his approach moft of the deputies from the principal towns, parti- 

* Spicil. Cont, Nang.; Mem t de Literature; Mem. pour fervir- a THiftoire du. roi de Navarre, parM> 
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cularly from thofe of Champagne and Burgundy, haftily retired, to avoid any 
fufpicion of being concerned in his efcape. John de Meulant, bifhop of Paris, 
went to meet him as far as Saint Denis ; and this unprincipled monarch, whofe 
machinations had ever been dire&ed againft the repofe and tranquillity of the 

ftate, made his triumphal entry into Paris, with all the pomp of a conqueror, 
attended by John of Pecquigny, theprovoft, and the aldermen, and was recei- 
ved by the people with the fame tokens ot refpeft, and fymptoms of joy, as if 
he had come to releafe them from llavery. He paraded the ftreets of the city, 
and alighted at the abbey of Saint Germain-des-Pres, where apartments had been 
prepared for his reception. The day after his arrival, he harangued the people ; 
profefled his attachment to their interefts 3 and artfully alluded to his own 
right to the crown of France. This allufion, being reported to Edward, con- 
firmed that prince in the refolution he had adopted never to afford Charles fuf- 
ficient affiftance, to give him a decided fuperiority over his enemies. The peo- 
ple, ever fond of novelty, liftened to his harangues, which were calculated to 
roufe their feelings, and inflame their paffions, with incredible fatisfaftion. 

Marcel, emboldened by the fuccefs of his firft attempt, went to the palace, 

and begged the dauphin to redrefs thofe grievances of which the king of Na- 
varre complained. The bifhop of Laon, without waiting for orders, immedi- 
ately replied, that the prince would do ample juftice to the king, and treat him 
as one brother ought to treat another. The dauphin, compelled to yield to the 
importunities of a council that was wholly devoted to his enemies, confented 



to 



Navarre, at 



j 



whither he repaired with a fmall retinue : but the king was attended by a nu- 
merous body of armed men, who obliged the duke's attendants to retire, and 
placed themfelves at the door of the apartment where the two princes were to 



meet. 



mutual 



turally gave rife to mutual diffimulatiom 

It was now determined by the council to grant all the demands of Charles the 
Bad ; fome members > indeed, who were not abfolutely fold to the faftion, ven- 
tured to remonftrate, but their oppofition was fet afide by a majority of fuffrages* 



mer 



nance to their proceedings, faid to him,. Sire, amicably graift the king of 
<c Navarre all that he requires ; for it is proper it fhould be fo." It was there- 
fore decreed, that Charles fhould be reftored to all his poffefTions, eftates, and 
fortrefles ; that the bodies of the count of Harcourt,. the lord of Graville, 
Mainemars, and Doublet, fhould be taken down from the gibbet, and delivered 
to their friends or relations, to be honourably interred ; and that their effe&s 
fhould be reftored to their heirs. With? regard to the fums winch the king of 
Navarre pretended were due to him, the difcuffton of that article was referred 

to the next affembly of the ftates, which was convened for the fifteenth of Janu- 
ary following. 
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But nothing can convey fojuft an idea of the cruel fit u at ion to which the dau- 
phin was reduced, as his compliance with the iaft condition exadted by the king 
of Navarre. That monarch, inured to- crime, and willing to fecure the attach- 
ment of men whofe fouls were congenial with his own, infiftecl that all the pi> 
fons in Paris fliould be thrown open*. The dauphin was, in confequence, obli- 
ged to ifTue a declaration by which, at the requefl of the king of Navarre, he 
ordered the provoft of Paris to releafe prifbners of every defcription — Thieves, 

nurdercrs, highwaymen, coiners , forger s feducers , ravifiers of women ^ dijiurbers 
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of the public repoje, a fafjins, forcer ers, vAiches, poifoners^ &c. The king, him- 
lelf, furnilhed this lift of crimes. Similar orders were alfo iffued to the abbot 
of Saint Germain-des-Prest, to releafe all the criminals confined in the priibns 
within his jurifdidlion. The king's debtors were comprifed in the general libe- 
ration ; and the provoft of Paris, and the other heads of the different jurifdio 
tions, were ordered to apply to the creditors of fuch as were confined for pri- 
vate debts, to confent that they fliould be releafe d ; and, in cafe of refufal, other 
means were to be adopted. 

The kingof Navarre remained fome time at Paris ; during which the dauphin 
nd he often met and dined together feveral times, as well at the palace, as at 
the refidence of queen Jane, and at the houfe of the bifhop of Laon. It is fup- 
pofed to have been at one of thefe repafts that Charles the Bad found the means 
of adminiftering poifon to the dauphin, which was lb violent in its operation, 
that, notwithflanding he had immediate afijftance, his nails and his hair fell off, 
and he felt the effefts of it all the reft of his life. The circumftances attend- 
ing this horrid tranfaftion are but imperfeftly explained by the ancient hiftori- 
ans ; and it is probable that the king of Navarre had taken his meafures with 
fuch fecrecy, that nothing like a proof could be furniflied againft him, particu- 
larly as no mention was made of the tranfa&ion during the criminal procefs 
that was inftituted againft him, in the reign of Charles the Sixth. 

When Charles the Bad prefented himfelf before thofe towns, which, accor- 
ding to the late treaty, were to be reftored to him, moft of the governors ree- 
fed to give them up ; obferving, that, as they had beenentrufted to them by the 
king, to the king alone would they furrender them. This refufal ferved as a 
pretext to the king of Navarre, for complaining of a violation of the treaty, 
and confequently for levying troops, in order to enforce its execution ; for which 
purpofe he had, before he left Paris, been fupplied, by the chiefs of thefedition, 
with confiderable fums of money. The governors of fuch places in Norman- 
dy as ftill acknowledged his authority had a private conference with him at 
Mantes, when they received inftruftions as to their future conduct. 

The reception which his brother experienced at Paris, and the influence 
Which that monarch pofieffed in the capital, could not induce Philip of Navarre 

* 

* Tref. des Chart. Reg. 89. Piece 254. + lb. Reg. So. Piece 288, 
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to truft himfelf to the mercy of a wavering and inconftant populace. So little 
rcfpeft, too, did he pay to the late treaty, that his troops advanced to within 
five leagues of Paris, on the fide of Trappcs and Villepreux, where they laid 
wafte a confiderable extent of country, took Maule-fur-Mauldre, which they 
fortified, and from thence continued their depredations. Peter de Villiers left 
the metropolis with a body of militia, in order to attack him, but he returned 
either from fear or difaffedtion, without effecting the objedt of. his fally 5 and 

the unprotected inhabitants of the country, to efcape the fury of Philip, were 
compelled to retire within the walls of the capital. 

The dauphin, anxious to reprcls thefe definitive incurfions, gave orders to 
aflemble a body of men at arms* ; but the factious leaders of the people gave 
him to underftand, that the Parifians difapproved of his intentions to introduce 
troops into the capital. In vain did he urge the integrity of his defigns, and the 
neceflity of fuch a force; they placed guards at the different gates, with orders 
to fuifer no armed man, that was unknown to them, to enter the city. The 
king of Navarre continued his preparations unmolefted, and the nation was 
threatened with all the horrors of a civil war. 

Marcel and his accomplices, at length, determined to lay afide even the fmall 
appearance of refpedt for the government which they had hitherto preferved, 
and openly to declare themfelves, by giving to their party a ft amp of indepen- 
dence, and a public badge of diftinftiont. The badge they adopted was a kind 
of cap refembling a monk's hood, compofedof red and blue cloth, embellifhed 
with a filver enamelled clafp of the fame colours, bearing this infeription, A 
bonne fint — when the rebels had hoifted this fignal of revolt it was dangerous to 
appear in the ftreets without the party-cap, fo that even thofe who condemned 
their proceedings, were compelled to wear it. The univerfity alone — to its ho- 
nour be it fpoken ! — evinced its loyalty and attachment to the laws ; the reftor 
iffucd a prohibition to all ftudents and others belonging to the univerfity, to 
wear any mark of faction ||. 

^ The dauphin, anxious toftifle this fpirit of fedition, and to conciliate, ifpof- 
fible, the affections of the Parifians, invited the people to meet him in the mar- 
ket-place, that he might have an opportunity of explaining his intentions. In 
vain did the bifhop of Laon and the provoft of the merchants feek to dilfuade 
him from this attempt ; he repaired to the appointed place, accompanied by a 
fmall retinue. This proceeding made a vifible impreflion, on the populace who 
attended in great numbers. The prince affured them it was " his wifh to live 

and die with them that his fole object in aflembling troops, was to employ 
them s in their defence ; that he fhould already have repelled the definitive 
meafures of the enemy, which defolated the neighbouring country, had he po£- 

* Chron. MS, + Spicil. Cont. de Nang. ; Froiffard.; Grande Chronique. % For a good furpofe, 

|j Hiftoire de l'Uriiverfite, t. iv % p, 336* 
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fefled the neceflary power ; but that thofe who were en tr lifted with the admins 
fixation of the finances, had feized the produce of the taxes, with the defign of 
appropriating it to their own private ufe ; that he hoped, however, he fhould 
one day be able to make them anfwer for a conduct fo prejudicial to the welfare 
of the ftate. This fpeech was received with great applaufe ; all prefent were 
affefted at feeing the heir- apparent condefcend to juftify his conduct to his fu- 
ture fubje&s, and to call on them to be the judges of his a&ions. 

Marcel, alarmed at this fudden change, fummoned the people to meet him the 
next day at St. Jacques de PHopital ; where the duke of Normandy, who had 
been apprifed of his intentions, alfo attended. John de Dormans, chancellor 
of the duchy of Normandy, addrefled the people in the prince's name, and re- 
peated the fame remarks and proteftations which Charles had made the preced- 
ing day ; which were received with the fame marks of fatisfaftion. When he 
had finiihed, Charles Confac, an alderman, attempted to fpeak, but was preven- 
ted by a general murmur. As foon, however, as the duke had retired, imprefled 
with the idea that his triumph was complete, the emiiTaries of the provoft and 
the bifhop of Laon, difperfed among the crowd, inlifted that Confac fliould be 
heard. He accordingly made a long fpeech in which- he inveighed bitterly 
againft the duke's officers. Marcel next fpoke, and affirmed, with an oath, that 
the money arifing from the taxes had neither been touched by him, nor by any 
of the deputies chofen by the ftates. An advocate, named John de St. Onde, 
one of the fuperintendants of the revenue, declared, that the greateft part of 
the produce of the new impofts had been employed for bad purpofes ; and that 
there had been delivered to different knights, by the duke's orders, fumsto the 
amount of fifty thoufand moutons of gold*, as could be proved by the accounts. 
Confac then pronounced an eulogy on Marcel, who was prefent, protefting that 
he had never done any thing but with a view to the general good ; and obferv- 
ing, that, if the Parifians forbore to proteft their provoft of the merchants, he 
muft feek for fome other afylum, where he could be fcreened from the danger 
to which he had expofed himfelf by his ftrenuous exertions in the caufe of li- 
berty. This appeal had the defired effect ; the inconftant multitude, who but 
a moment before had declared themfelves in favour of the dauphin, now embra- 
ced the oppofite party with the fame facility ; they unanimoufly exclaimed, that 
Marcel was in the right, and they would defend him againft every one. Thus 
terminated this ridiculous fcene, in which the fovereign pleaded his own caufe 
before the people, againft a band of audacious rebels; u but the worft part of 

the ftory," fays father Daniel, " is, that he loft it." 

In the midft of this tumult, the new deputies arrived at Paris ; but the ro 

* The Mouio?i d*Orwa$ a piece of money bearing the impreflion of a lamb, with this infcription, " Ag* 

n$s Dei, qui tollis feccata mund'h mi/erere vobis and on the reverfe, a crofs with thefe words, " Chrijius reg* 

pat* Chrijius imperat" Fifty- 1 wo of thefe pieces were equal to a mark of fine gold, Du Cavge, Glofar^ 
$d verb* Muttones. 
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prefentatives of the third-eftates, and fome.of the clergy, only attended. The 
nobility difdained to appear in an afTembly, where the principal authority was 
ufiirped by thofe who had the fmalleft pretentions to it. No bufinefs was tran£ 
afted ; the members agreed to meet at Mid-Lent, and, in the interim, ordered 
a new coinage, lefs pure than the former ; one-fifth of the profits arifing from 
thence was appropriated to the duke of Normandy, for his own private ex- 
pences, and the remainder was referved for defraying the expences of the war, 
But a few months before, the very attempt to adulterate the coin had nearly 

excited a general infurrettion. 

An incident which occurred about this time, though of no great confequence 
in itfelf, ferved to difplay, in a ftronger light, that fpirit of revolt and inde- 
pendence which marked the prefent period. A low fellow, named Perrin Marc, 
ftabbed John Baillet, treafurer to the duke of Normandy ; the murder was com- 
mitted in the Rue Neuve St. Merry, and the culprit took refuge in the church 
of that name. The duke, being informed of the circumftance, gave orders to 
John de Chalons, marefchalof Champagne, to feizethe aflaflin. The marefchal, 
accompanied by William Staife, provoft of Paris, and a body of armed men, 
broke open the church-door, which was fhut againft him, and apprehended Per- 
rin Marc, who was publicly executed the next day, after having his hand cut 
off at the fpqt where the crime was committed. The body of this villain' was 
claimed by the biftiop of Paris, as that of a clerk^ and, being conveyed, to the 
church of Saint Merry, was there interred with the fame pomp as if he had 
died a martyr ; the ceremony was attended by the provofl of the merchants, 
andfeveral of the citizens ; and the fuqeral fervice was performed at the fame 
time as that of the murdered treafurer, at which the dauphin affifled. 

* Charles, with a view to intimidate the leaders of the faftion, propagated a 
report that peace was on the point of being concluded between the crowns of 
England and France, when the king would be reftored to liberty ; but their 
intelligence was too good to fuifer them to be deceived by fuch a ftratagem : 
John de Pecquigny was now difpatched to Paris, by the king of Navarre, to 
complain that the articles of the laft treaty had not been fulfilled : but the dau- 
phin, at a public audience, formally denied the aflertiqn, and told Pecquigny, 
that though he could not himfelf cope with a man of fuch Inferior rank, he had 
many knights in his court, who were ready to fupport the charge of falfhood 
which he had juft preferred againft him. The bifhop of Laon, however, inters 
rupted the difcourfe, by obferving, that the duke would confult with his coun- 
cil on the propriety of granting the king's demands, and would fpeedily give a 

fatisfa&ory aniwer. 

1 Some days after this, the Parifians, at the inftigation of Le Coq and Marcel, 
fent a formal deputation to the duke, to engage him to fatisfy the king of Na- 
varre. Simon de Langres, general of the order of Saint Dominic, was at the 
head of the deputies, and acted as their orator. This audacious monk had the 
Yol IL O 
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impudence to tell the prince, that he and his colleagues had afTembied, and de- 
creed, that the king of Navarre fliould prefer all his demands at once ; that, as 
foon as he had made them, all his fortrefles fliould be reftored ; and the other 
articles taken into immediate confideration . When hehadfaid this, the orator 
paufed : but another monk (the prior of Eflbne near Corbeil) exclaimed — cc You 
u have not told all." He then addrefTed himfelf to the duke, and gave him to 
underftand, that it was the unanimous determination of the Parifians to declare 
themfelves either againft him or the king of Navarre, if either of them fliould 
refufe to fubmit to their decifions. As foon as thefe rebellious monks had ful. 
filled their commiffion, they withdrew, with their followers, without waiting 
for an anfwer. 

A. D. 1358.] Matters were now come to a crifis, and the chiefs of thefe- 
dition refolved, by the deftruttion of their principal enemies, to remove every 
obftacle.to the accomplifliment of their defigns. On the twenty-fecond of Fe- 
bruary, Marcel affembled the greater part of the Parifian artifans, in the vici- 
nity of the church of Saint Eloy. As the populace was repairing, in arms, to 
the appointed place of rendezvous, Regnaut d'Acy, the advocate-general, was at- 
tacked, on his return from the palace, near the church of Saint Landry, and 

"purfued as far as that of the Magdalen. The mob overtook him juft as he en- 
tered a paftry-cook's fhop, with the view of efcaping their rage ; and inftantly 
put him to death. The pro v oft of the merchants then led the furious rabble to 
the palace, . and entered, without ceremony, the dauphin's apartment, who be- 
trayed fymptoms of fear, when he faw fuch a multitude come into his room. 
cc Sire," faid Marcel, " do not be aftoniflied at any thing you fee ; for it is fo 

4C ordained, and it is proper, it fliould be fo." . Then, turning to his follow- 
ers ; " Come," faid he, " and quickly dilpatch the bufinefs you came about." 

He had no fooner faid this, than the mob rufhed on the marefchals of Cham- 
pagne and Normandy ; the firft of whom, who was the lord of Conflans, was 

inftantly murdered in the prefence of the dauphin, whofe cloaths were ftaincd 

with his blood. The other, Robert de Clermont, ran into an adjoining clofet ; 
but the ruffians followed him, and maflacred him without mercy. All the duke's 
officers, alarmed at thisfcene of blood, left the palace with precipitation. It is 
faid that the prince himfelf, forfaken by every one, and expofed to the mercy 
of thefe lawlefs aflaffins, befought Marcel to (pare his life : to which the villain 
replied, "Sire, be not afraid." Then taking off his cap, the badge of faftion,- 
he placed it on the head of Charles ; and took the prince's in return $ which lie 
wore in triumph the reft of the day. 

The bodies of the murdered noblemen were dragged through the room where 
the dauphin was, down the fteps of the palace, and placed on a piece of marble, 

immediately before the window of his apartment, where they remained till night, 

when, by command of the provoft, they were carried to the convent of Saint 

Catharine du Valdes-Ecoliers. But the monks durft not inter them, till they 



JOHN THE SECOND, IOJ 

had received an exprefs order from Marcel, who told them, in that fefped they 
might comply with the duke's orders. Charles, at a lofs how to aft, defired 
they might be interred without any ceremony. When they were about to ren- 
der them the la/t fervice, the bilhop of Paris forbade them to beftow the rites of 
fepulture on Robert de Clermont, who had been excommunicated for appre- 
hending Perrin Marc, in the church of Saint Merry. The two marefchals, 
therefore, were privately buried, together with Regnaut d'Acy, (who had been 
murdered the fame day) by two fervants, who were rewarded for their trouble 
with one of their cloaks. 

From the palace Marcel repaired to thetown-houfe, from one of the windows 
of which he harangued the populace ; telling them that what he had jufl done 
was folely with a view to the public good ; that the noblemen who were killed 
were falfe, wicked, and treacherous ; and that it was neceflary the people fhould 
fcreen him from the confequences of an aftion which had their welfare for its 
objeft. This fpeech was anfwered by a general acclamation, followed by an 

afftirance that they would live and die with him. Elated with this proof of po- 
pular favour, he returned to the palace, and repaired, with a chofen party of 
his followers, to the dauphin's apartment, who fully expe&ed he was come to 
put him to death. The mangled bodies of his attendants, which were ftill 
before his eyes, encouraged this idea. The provoft of the merchants infulting 
that grief, which any but a villain inured to crime mull have relpe&ed, brutal- 
ly told him, that he ought not to grieve at what had happened, as it had been done 
by the will of the people, in whofe name, he now came to demand his approba- 
tion of all that had patted ; and, at the fame time, to requeft: that he would enter 
into a clofe union with the Parifians. The dauphin, aware of the inutility of 
refufal, granted all his requefts. He begged the inhabitants of Paris would be- 
come his friends, and afTured them that he would be theirs. That fame night, 

the provoft fent him two pieces of cloth, one red and the other blue, to make 

caps forhimfelf and his officers. 

Such of the members of the ftates, as had repaired to Paris, afTembled pre- 
vious to thefe tranfa&ions, and decreed that a fubfidy fhould be levied of half a 
tenth, on the revenues of the clergy; and that the walled towns fhould fupply 
one man at arms for every fixty-five hearths ; and the inhabitants of the country 
one man for every hundred hearths. After the murder of the marefchals, 
Marcel requefted the deputies to meet at the convent of the Auguftins, where 
lie extorted from them an approbation of his conduft. 

Every day prpduced fome new fcene of violence and diforder, The chiefs 
of the fedition paid the dauphin a vifit, at which they infifled that he fhould 
confirm the decifions of the deputies ; fuffer them' to hold the reins of govern- 
ment as they had hitherto done ; difmifs fome of the members of his council, 
and replace them with three or four citizens whom they named. All refiflance 

being fruitlefs, they obtained whatever they afked, 

O 
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During thefe tranfa&ions the king of Navarre arrived at Paris, with a nume- 
rous train of armed followers. Relying on the prefent difpofition of the peo- 
ple and the impotence of the -dauphin, he came to encreafethe trouble and con- 
fufibn which prevailed in the capital. The very day of his arrival he had a 
long conference with theprovoft of the merchants, at the hotel deNefle, where 
. he eftablifhed his refidence : and the dauphin was conflrained to fubmit to an ac- 
commodation with this treacherous prince, the conditions of which were drawn 
up by Marcel and Coq. 

While the capital exhibited a fcene of murder, treachery, and revolt, the 

provinces were expofed to defolation, though proceeding from a different caufe. 
After the battle of Poiftiers, the troops, who, from the deficiency of pay, 
were no longer retained in difcipline, threw off all regard to their officers ; 
fought the means of fubfiftence by plunder and robbery ; and, aflb dating to 
them all the diforderly people, with which that age abounded, formed nume- 
rous bands, which infefted all parts of the kingdom. They defolated the 
open country ; burned and plundered the villages ; and, by cutting off all means 
of communication or fubfiftence, reduced even the inhabitants of the walled 
towns to the moft extreme neceflity. As a part of thefe troops were fecretly 
encouraged by the king of Navarre, all travellers were compelled to obtain a 
paflport from that prince, to which more refpetf: was paid than to thole which 
were figned by the duke of Normandy. 

When the king of Navarre had fettled his projects, and eftablifhed a proper 
correfpondence with the chiefs of the {edition, he left Paris to purfue the fame 
meafures in other parts. The day after his departure, the duke of Normandy, 
who, fince the captivity of his father had only borne the title of lieutenant, 
aflumed that of regent of the kingdom. Charles had then completed his twen- 
ty-firft year ; the age required by the laws to enable him to hold the reins of 
government*. Hitherto all decrees of parliament, and other edifts, had been 
iffued in the king's name, although the king was abfent ; but henceforth the 
prince's new title of " Charles, eldeft fen to the king of France, and regent 
" of the kingdom/' was prefixed to all editts, declarations, &c. 

In none of the ancient hiftorians is the fmalleft: trace to be difcovered of any 
oppofltion to the dauphin's affumption of the regency ; although the power of 
that prince was never, at any period, fo limited and confined, no one prefu- 
med to difpute his right to a title which lawfully belonged to him as heir appa- 
rent to the throne. Thefe circumftances combined, clearly demonflrate that 
his minority was the only obftacle which prevented him from affuming it be- 
fore, or from engaging the ft ates of the kingdom to confer it on him. But 
though, by the acquifition of the regency, the whole fovereign power became 

f Trefordes Chartres; Regiftres du Parlement ; Mem.de la Chambre des Comtes; Receuil de$ 

Ordonnances, 3 yoI.j Conferences des Ordonnances ; Chron. MS.; Grande Chronicle, 
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vefted in Charles, he was not fuffered to enjoy any greater extent of -authority. 

The lawful augmentation of his power only tended to encreale his real depen- 
dence. The leaders of the faftion compelled him to admit into his council 
three aldermen of Paris ; Robert de Corbie, Charles Coniac, and John de 
L'Ifle ; without whofe confent, and the previous approbation of the provoft of 
the merchants, and the bifhop of Laon, no meafure was adopted ; the regent 
even loft his perfonal liberty ; furrounded by a defperate banditti, all his mo- 
tions were watched. 

At len'gdi the yoke, under which he groaned, became fo intolerable, that he 
refolved to fhake it off. The perpetual contradictions he had experienced, for 
the laft eighteen months, had inured him to conftraint ; and the obftacles he 
had encountered had inftrufted him in the arts of government. In concert 
with the king of Navarre, and his partifans, he had convened an affembly of 
the nobles of Picardy, at Senlis ; which gave him an opportunity of leaving 
the capital without alarming the Parifians. From Senlis, the regent, inftead 
of returning to Paris, repaired to Compiegne, where he was met by numbers 
of the nobility: Several deputies of the three orders, for the province of 
Champagne, aflembled at Provins, in obedience to his citation ; but the king 
of Navarre, who had promifed to attend, did not appear. The Parifians, 
who began to be alarmed at the ablence of the prince, lent Arnaud de Corbie, 
an alderman, and the archdeacon of Paris, to confer with the deputies for 
Champagne. 

The regent explained to thefe deputies the fituation and wants of theftate ; 
pointed out the neceffity of a ftritt union between the prince and the people to 
preferve the kingdom from deftru&ion at this critical conjuncture ; and con- 
cluded by obferving, that the two deputies for Paris would communicate the 
intentions of the inhabitants of the capital. The other deputies, however, 
refufed to admit the Parifian envoys to the private deliberation which they re- 
quefted to hold among themfelves ; and the refult of which was made known 
to the prince the next day by Simon de Roufly, count de Brefne* That no- 
bleman allured the regent, in the name of all the inhabitants of Champagne, 
that they were ready to give him proofs of their zeal and fidelity as their fo- 
vereign, and to fupply him with all neceflary affiftance ; requefting, at the 
fame time, that he would appoint another afTembly at Vertus, to deliberate on 
the nature of fuccours the moft fpeedy and effectual ; and declaring that the 
deputies for the province were determined never more to attend at Paris. 

The count of Brefne, turning towards Arnaud de Corbie, and the archdea- 
con, told them that he had no anfwer to make to them ; then addreffing him- 
felf to the regent, he afked him, in the name of his countrymen, whether he 
had ever found the lord of Conflans, marefchal of Champagne, guilty of any 
bafe or criminal aft, which merited that death which the Parifians had thought 
proper to inflift on him, obferving, that he did not fpeak of the maflacre of 
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Robert de Clermont, marcfchal of Normandy, becaufe he was convinced that 
province would take care to revenge it, The prince replied, that the two 
marefchals had always proved themfelves faithful fervants and able counfellors. 

The count then threw himfelf on his knees, and faid, " My lord, we, the in- 
" habitants of Champagne, who are here aflembled, return you thanks for 
" this declaration j and we expedt that you will inflift a proper punifhment on 
cc thofe who put your friend to death without caufe." 

On this delicate occafion, where it was necefTary to foothe both parties, 
Charles difplayed that confummate prudence, which, in the fequel, -gave him 
the fuperiority over his enemies ; and procured him the char after of the 
greateft politician of the age. To betray a partiality to either party was equal- 
ly dangerous ; had he difgufled the deputies for Champagne, he would have 
loft thofe fupplies which were abfolutely necefTary to the accomplifliment of the 
plan he had in contemplation ; and, had he openly declared for them, he would 
have given the rebels of Paris to underftand what they had to fear. To ex- 
tricate himfelf from this difficulty, he exhorted the former to confent to an 
union, without explaining the nature of that union which the latter wiflied to 
contrail with them ; and he only fpoke of the murder of his officers in general 
terms. This conduct produced the defired effeft ; it encreafed the indigna- 
tion of the inhabitants of Champagne againft the citizens of Paris, and urged 
them the more flrongly to gratify his private refentment, which he had pru- 
dence to conceal. 

On the difTolution of the flates the regent haftened to Meaux, where his 

confort had taken refuge, and which the Parifians had formed a plan for redu- 
cing. Finding their project fruftrated, they wrote letters to Charles, couched 
in terms of infolence, and containing what was tantamount to a declaration of 
war. When the regent left Paris, he was followed by all the nobles in the 
place, and this general defertion of the firft order of the ftate had excited the 
fears of an inconftarit and timid populace, whofe minds receive, with equal 
facility, the impreffions of fallacious hope, and of fudden terror. Marcel wifli- 
ed, by fome bold enterprife, to diffipate the confter nation into which they were 
thrown. With this view, he feized the caftle of the Louvre, which was theu 
fituated without the walls of the city, and placed in it a ftrong garrifon, com- 

pofed of men who were entirely devoted to his fervice. He there found a large 

collection of arms and weapons of all kinds, which he diftributed in the different 
quarters of the town. By this fhow of hoftility, he flattered himfelf he fliould 
render it impoffible for the Parifians to procure a reconciliation with the regent, 
and that, confequently, they would preferve their attachment to him, from m- 
tereft and neceffity. 

The ftates of Vermandois, prefided by the regent, affembled at Compiegne 



and granted a fimilar fubfidy to that which was voted by the ftates of Cham- 
pagne, which met at the fame time, at Vertus. Thefe fubfidies confifted of a 
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tenth of all ecclefiaftical revenues ; a twentieth of the revenues of the nobles 

and their vafTals ; the fupport of a man at arms for every feventy hearths in the 
towns, and for every hundred in the country. This impoft even extended to 
people in a ftate of fervitude, who were compelled to furnifh and fupport one 
man at arms for every two hundred hearths. 

The time now approached for the convention of the ftates-general of the king- 
dom at Paris. The regent, having fecured thofe of Champagne, Vermandois, 
and of fome other provinces, ventured to change the place of meeting from the 
capital to Gompiegne. The conduft of the fa&ion had fo far difgufted the grea- 
ter part of the kingdom, that the majority of the deputies were highly pleafed 
with the alteration. At their firft fitting, the ftates entreated the prince to ex- 
pel from his council and prefence Robert le Coq, who was confidered, by eve- 
ry honefi: man, as a traitor, and as one of the chief conipirators and promoters 
of thofe diforders with which the kingdom was affii&ed. This prelate, who had 
become an object of univerfal hatred and contempt, was happy to efcapethe 
indignation of the nobles, who threatened him with an exemplary punifhment ; 
he fecretly withdrew from Compiegne, and, repairing with precipitation to 
Paris, arrived in that capital under the efcort of a numerous guard, whom his 
friends had difpatched to meet him on the road. 

Hitherto Charles had been reduced to the neceffity of running from province 
to province, in order to folicit afliftance from each Separately; but he had now 
the fatisfa&ion to fee moll of the towns, which had not been infefted with the 
fpirit of revolt, unite their fuffrages in his favour. The ftates-general, aflem- 
bled at Compiegne, regulated their grants by the fubfidies accorded by Cham- 
pagne and Vermandois. All the proceedings of the ftates holden at Paris in the 
preceding year were generally condemned, as well as the conduft of the Pari- 
fians and others who had followed their example, while Charles received the 
praifes of the afTembly, which, in the name of the nation, thanked him for not 

having defpaired, in thofe tempeftuous times of trouble and calamity, of faving 



the kingdom from deftru&ion. 



Navarre 



meeting 



accordingly, met him at Clermont in Beauvoifis. Charles the Bad, wifhing to pe- 
netrate into the prince's defigns, talked to him of a reconciliation with the Pari- 
fians ; the regent replied, that he was attached to the city of Paris, and knew 
it contained many loyal citizens, and good patriots ; but that he never would 
enter it again, till the authors of the revolt, and of the diforders and excelTes 

with the nuniftiment due to their crimes. This" 



met 



Marcel 



ger which threatened him, and accordingly made fome efforts in the capital to 
place Charles the Bad at the head of the party ; but, as this difpofition was not 

general, that prince left the town, after paffins; fome days there, 
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The provoft of the merchants now perceived, by the regents prefent conduft 
that he had been greatly miftaken in the ideas he had formed of his talents and 
genius ; he was forry he had proceeded fo far ; but it was difficult to retraft, 
He attempted, however, to avert the florin . For this purpofe the re&or of the 
itniverfity, attended by feveral of its members, was prevailed on to repair to 
Compiegne, in the hope of efFe&ing fome kind of accommodation. The prince 
received them with kindnefs, and told them, as he had before told the king of 
Navarre, that he was willing to grant a general amnefty to the Pariftans, pro- 
vided they would return to their duty, and deliver into his hands ten or twelve 
or even five or fix of the moft criminal, whofe lives hepromifed fhouldbe fafe- 
adding, that without this proof of fubmiflion they had nothing to expeft from 
him. Marcel, who formed his opinion of others from the ferocioufnefs of his 
own mind, thought it impoffible that the prince could poflefs fo much genero- 
fity, as to fpare his life, if once he had him in his power. He was fenfible alfo 
that his crimes were lb atrocious — as hehimfelf acknowledged to the monk who 
continued the Chronicle of William de Nangis* — as to be wholly undeferving 
of pardon. At once tormented by the confcioufnefs of guilt and the dread of 
punifhment, he faw nothing but the moft difmal profpeft before him ; loft to 
hope, and devoid of confolation, defpair fupplied the place of courage in his 
guilty breaft. Refolved, at leaft, to protraft the hour of deftru&ion, he dou- 
bled the fortifications, as if he intended to bury himfelf beneath the ruins of the 
capital. He introduced a body of Englifh and Navarrefe troops into Paris ; or- 
dered foldiers to be raifed in all quarters, and even fent as far as Provence to 
purchafe arms. Thefe arms were bought and forwarded, but the count of 
Poiftiers feized them and fent them to his brother, the regent. The bifhop of 
Laon, reduced to the fame fituation with his infamous colleague, adopted th 
fame precautions, and fortified his diocefe. 

The Parifians, viftims of their own obftinacy, were foon reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of confining themfelves within their new fortifications. The irregular 
troops of marauders that had fpread themfelves over, the country extended 
their ravages to the very walls of the capital ; the nobles too, whom they had 
jxritated and defied, took up arms, and treated them with the fame feverity. 
Foulques de Laval, at the head of a body of Bretons, laid wafte La Beaufle, 

while another troop facked and burned the town of Etampes. The interior 
parts of France formed one continued fcene of defblation by fire, pillage, and 
murder, the towns and villages were deftroyed, and the wretched inhabitants 
periftied. The regent, meanwhile, continued, with the afliftance of the no- 
bility of thofe cities which had preserved their loyalty, to colled a fufficient 
force to reduce the rebels to fubmiflion. 

m 

Though evils of this magnitude appeared fcarcely fufceptible of augments 
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lion, yet a new fpccies of calamity fprang up, which involved tlie nation in 
ftill deeper mifery, and feemed, for a while, to fufpend the animofities of party 
and the turbulent rage of rebellion*. The country being expofed to all the 
horrors of war* and the inhabitants fubjeft to continual depredations ; the pea- 
fants forfqok their labours, and left their fields and habitations to the mercy of- 
thofe barbarous plunderers, againft whom they were unable to protect them- 
felves. Conftantly infulted, indifcriminately opprcfled by the oppofite faftions ; 
compelled, notwithftan cling their extreme poverty, to purchafe an exemption 

from imprifonment ; defpoiled of their property, and their griefs daily in creating, 
without any profpedt of relief, they at length bade adieu to hope, and became fu- 
rious from defpair. The fir ft {park of this revolt, which fooncaufed a general con- 
flagration, appeared in the Beauvoifis, -where a few peafants affembled, and 
fwore to exterminate the nobility and gentry, under pretence that they were a peft 
to the kingdom, and that they who would deftroy them all would accomplifh an 
object of great national utility. They immediately armed themfelves with 
loaded bludgeons, and attacked the houfe of a gentleman in the neighbourhood; 
having forced open the doors, they feized the gentleman, his wife, and children, 
and maffacred them all ; they then pillaged the houfe, and fet fire to it. All the 
environs of Paris, and the Ifle of France ; the provinces of Picardy, the SoiC- 



fonnois, and the Beauvoifis ; in fliort, all the northern parts of the kingdom, 
were infefted by numerous bands of armed ruftics, who even flew fuch of their 
brethren as refufed to join them. This infurre&ion took place, in different 
parts, on the fame dayt ; and, what is fomewhat extraordinary, there never 
was any reafon to believe it was the refult of a premeditated plan : moft of the 
peafants were unconnected with each other, they \<xd never quitted their ufual 
employments, no public meetings had taken place, and they had never inter- 
fered in the affairs of government. Several of thefe troops uniting, foon form- 
ed a considerable body ; and a contemporary hiftorian aiferts, that if they had 
beep all collected together, they would have compofed an army of a hundred 
thoufand ment. The moft formidable of thefe troops appointed chiefs, one of 
whom was William Caillet, an inhabitant of the village of Mello. The appel- 
lation of Jacques was given to thefe ruftic infurgents. 

The excelfes they committed furpafs every thing which the moft unprincipled 

revenge, and the moft atrocious barbarity, could imagine. The chronicles of 
the times relate an inftance of their inhuman rage, which almoft exceeds be- 
lief, though, unfortunately, it bears fuch marks of authenticity, as not to ad- 
mit of a doubt. A band of thefe ruffians having forced an entrance into a no- 
bleman's houfe, tied the matter of it to a poft, ravifhed his wife and daughters 
before his face ; then impaled him, and, after roafting him by a flow fire^ compel- 

* Mora, dc Litt. Chron. dc St. Denis. + Trcfor des Chartres. reg, S6. piece 3S7. J FroiffarJ, 

Cent, dc Nane. Chron. MS* 
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led his family to eat of his flefh, and concluded the horrid fcene by murdering 
them all, and burning the houfe*. Upwards of two hundred country feats 
were pillaged and reduced to afiies. When they were afked — fays Froiffard — . 
what could urge them to the commiffion of fuch abominable a ft ions, they repli- 
ed, that cc they did not know, but they did what they faw others do, and they 
cc thought it was their duty to deftroy all the nobility and gentry in the world." 

This unexpe&ed revolt, at firft, produced a general confternation ; every 
body fled before the Jacques. The nobility took refuge in the walled towns, 
or elfe in caftlcs fufficiently ftrong to refift their attacks. The duchefles of 
Normandy and Orleans, with feveral ladies of the fir ft diftinction, were com- 
pelled to fly for fafety to Meaux ; for their fex and rank would rather have fo- 
mented the rage, than fuperinduced the forbearance, of thefe ferocious lava- 
ges. Asfoon as the nobility had fomewhat recovered from their firft alarm, they 
met together ; while the gentry applied for afliftance to the neighbouring prin- 
ces ; when they were joined by many foreign knights from Brabant, Flanders, 
Hainault, and Bohemia. They then went in fearch of the Jacques, and at- 
tacking them in feparate bodies, exterminated the greater part, and compelled 
the reft to return to their habitations. 

It is a matter of aftonithment that the- king of Navarre fliould have been ac- 
tive in fuppreffing this dangerous infurreftion, fmce it was apparently his intc- 
reft to encourage a war, the profefled object of which was the definition of the 
nobility, moft of whom were attached to the regent. It is true, indeed, that 
by fo doing, he revenged a perfonal injury which he had fuftained by the maf- 
facre of William and Teftard de Pecquigny, knights of Artois, brothers or 
relations of John of Pecquigny, one of his moft zealous partifans. This prince 
killed three thoufand of the Jacques in one day, near Clermont in Eeauvoifis, 
and hung their leader, William Caillet. When the nobles found themfelves 
fufficiently ftrong to take the field, they fallied forth, laid wafte the coun- 
try, and maffacred indifcriminately all the peafants they met, guilty or innocent. 

Such of the country people as had not joined the infurgents, fortified their 
churches by furrounding them with a ditch, and fupplying the towers with ftones 
and other miffile weapons, to throw down on the enemy, while they fixed a 
man at the top, who kept watch night and day. As foon as an enemy approach- 
ed, the centinel gave the fignal by ringing a bell, or founding a horn, when 
all thofe who were at work in the fields or in their houfes, immediately took 
refuge in the church. In fhort, a civil war fo eccentric in its objeft, fo de- 
finitive in its effets, the annals of nations cannot produce; an epidemic fu- 
ry appears to have prevailed throughout the kingdom, or rather the wild ftate 
of nature, in which men are wholly independent on each other, and ftrength 

* Villaret. t. ix. p, 41* 4^ 
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and cunning are the fole ftandards of juftice and of right, feems to have been 
renewed. 

The regent, in the midft of thefe diforders, aflembled the principal nobility, 
vifited the provinces, won over to his party many of the towns that were yet. 
uncorrupted by the fpirit of fa&ion, confirmed others in their fidelity, "and em- 
ployed every refource which a wife policy could fuggeft for recovering the 
falling fortunes of the flate. The gentry, avowed enemies to the rebellious 
citizens of Paris, enlifted under the banners of Charles. Some of them had 
engaged in the fervice of the king of Navarre, when he marched againft the 
ncafants, but fpeedily convinced that his defigns were not favourable to the 
tranquillity of the kingdom, they left him to join the regent. Marcel and his 
faction, in the mean time, though abfolute mailers in Paris, were not exempt 
from inquietude. They were aware that many of the moft refpedtable citizens 
were hoftile to their views, and only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
declare themfelves. At this very time an attempt was made to introduce fome 
men at arms belonging to the regent into the city, which muft have convinced 
them that the prince had more than one partifan, among the people. The plot 
being difcovered, one of the king's carpenters, and the matter of the bridge, 
were apprehended and executed in the Place de Greve. 

Marcel and his adherents 
formed a plan for taking that city, where the duchefs of Normandy and her 
daughter, with Ifabeila, fifter .to Charles, and many other ladies of rank, had 
retired for fafety. With this view, three hundred armed citizens 
from Paris, under the conduft of Peter Gilles, a grocer, who were joined on 
the road by fome ftraggling companies of peafants. On their arrival at Meaux, 
the mayor and inhabitants opened the gates to him, in violation of the oath of 
allegiance they had recently taken to the regent ; but the ladies were faved 
from the brutal treatment to which, if taken, they would have been expofed, 
by the courageous conduft of Gafion, count of Foix, and of the captal de 
Buche, who, though in the fervice of England, flew to their refcue with all 
the generofity and gallantry of a true knight, and not only defended the cita- 
del with fuccefs, but Tallied forth and beat off the Parifians and their ruftic al- 
lies, with great (laughter. The garrifon, enraged at the perfidious conduct of 
the mayor, immediately hanged him, and put a great number of the inhabi- 
tants to the fword ; they then let fire to the town, which continued burning 
for a fortnight. Upwards of feven thoufand men perifhed that day. The pea- 
fants, who accompanied the Pariiians, were almoft wholly deftroyed. This 
defeat annihilated the faftion of the Jacquerie^ which never more appeared in 
the field. Young Enguerrand, lord of Coucy, placing himfelf at the head of a 
feleft troop of gentlemen, pnrfued the fugitives, and maiTacred them without 
mercy wherever he found them. 

The check which the Parifians fuftained at Meaux, confiderably cooled their 
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courage- Marcel, equally intimidated by the enemies who threatened him 



4 
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from without, and by the divifions which prevailed within the city, refolvcd 
to call the king of Navarre to his afliftance, and to revive the zeal of his pai 
tifans by the pretence of a powerful chief, who, having troops at his com- 
mand, was able to fupport the tottering faction. That monarch obeyed the 
iummons ; and, on his arrival in the capital, harangued the people j he was fol- 
lowed by alderman Confac, who faid, the Hate being ill-governed, wanted 
fome one who would govern it better, and that the king of Navarre was the 
only prince whofe birth and perfonal endowments qualified him for the impor- 
tant office of captain-general. 

If, in the courfe of thefe tumults, 'the king of Navarre ever conceived the 
defign of afcending the throne of France, as many of his meafures teemed to 
indicate, the folly of his pretenfions muft now have ftricken him, in a forcible 
point of view. Moft of the gentlemen who had been feduced to join him by 
his falfe profeflions of re&itude, no fooner difcovered his ambitious projects 
than they immediately abandoned him. Great numbers, too, of the nobles of 
Burgundy, who had followed him during the prcfent campaign, now left him, 

difdaining to terve under a captain of rebel-citizens. By thefe deiertions the 
regent's party acquired ftrength ; and that prudent prince took care to profit 
by all the faiiefteps of his enemies. 

The nobility having exterminated the Jacques, haftened to join the regent, 
who, by this time, had colle&ed a body of three thoufand men at arms, with 
which he advanced towards Paris, reiblved to make the inhabitants of the ca- 
pital feel the weight of his refentment. The troops, difperted in the environs 
of the town, pillaged and burned the country-houfes of the Parifians. The 
king of Navarre, their new captain-general, fallied forth with fix thoufand. 
men, but he did nothing deferving of the title they had conferred on him. — 
He went firft to Goneffe, and then approached Senlis, on "which a detachment 
of his army made an unfuccefsful attempt. The regent, in the mean time, 
had "advanced to the abbey of Chelles, within four leagues of Paris, where 
fome propofals for an accommodation were made and rejefted ; after which he 
inarched from Chelles, and pitched his camp in the vicinity of Vmcennes, Con- 



flans, and Charenton. Marcel 



haftened the comple- 



tion of the new fortifications. Ke had introduced into the city feveral bodies 
of Englifh and Navarrefe troops, lefs with a view of adding to its fafety, than 
of giving authority to his party, which began to decline. Some of the noble- 
men in the regent's army, approaching the walls, defied the Parifians to come 
forth* ; but they refuted to accept the challenge, faying, " Their defign was 
" not to take up arms again ft their lord ; but if they were attacked, they were 

u refolved to defend themfelves." 



* Spicih Cont, Nang. 
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The regent, yielding to the felicitations of queen Jane, confented to an in- 
terview with the king of Navarre 3 for which purpofe a pavilion was ere&ed 
between the town of Vincennes and the abbey of Saint Anthony-. The rc- 
•ent's army, amounting to twelve thoufaud men, was encamped in four divi- 



in 



lions. The troops of the king of Navarre, confiding only of eight hundred 
men at arms, occupied a hill between Montreuil and Charonne. Both armies 
kept at a diftance from the place where the conference was holden. . An ac- 
commodation was concluded between the two princes ; the claims of Charle 
the Bad were eftknated at four hundred thoufand florins, which the regent 
confented to pay by inftalments, and farther to grant him land of the yearly 
value of ten thoufand livres. The king, in return, engaged to join the re- 
gent, and induce the Parilians to fubmit, and to contribute three hundred 
thoufand crowns towards the king's ranfom, on condition that the regent ftiould 
grant a general amnefty. After the conclufion of this treaty, the bifhop of 
Lifieux celebrated mafs, in prefence of the nobles and of the two princes, who 
fwore to fulfil the treaty, on the /acred body of God, which the bifliop held in his 
hands. But, when the confecrated wafer was prefented to the king of Navarre, 
wicked as he was, he fhucidered at the idea of profaning a ceremony thus fa- 
cred, and pleaded his having broken his faft as an excufe for refilling the 
proffered facrament. 

When the two princes parted, the king went to Saint Denis, and the prince 
returned to his camp, feebly convinced of the fincerity of his enemy, who very 
foqn manifefted his real fentiments. Two days after he left the regent, he went 
to Paris, under pretence of procuring a ratification of the treaty ; but, in faft, 
to renew his alliance with the rebels, and to leave them the troops he had brought 
with him. His plea for thus violating the facred engagement he had fo recent- 
ly contracted, was the conduit of the regent, in attacking and defeating a par- - 
ty of the Parifians, who had made a fally from the town ; this, he pretended, 
was a breach of the treaty, and of courfe operated as a releafe to him from the 
oath he had taken. 

The troops were fo difpofed as greatly to incommode the inhabitants of Paris* 
A bridge had been thrown over the Seine below Corbeil, by means of which a 
communication was eftabliflied that enabled detachments of the army to extend 

their incurfions along the river, and to prevent any fupplies from entering Paris 
on that fulet. Marcel, in order to infpire the citizens with confidence, made 
a fally from the town, at the head of twelve hundred men, and deftroyed the 
bridge. Another fally, which was made a few days after, under the conduct 
of the king of Navarre, proved lefs -fuccefsful. That prince contented him- 
felf with leading his men fo near to the enemy as to hold a conference with 
ionie of the nobles, and then led them back again without making any attack. 

Chron, MS, du roi Jefin. \ Grande Chronique, ; Spicil, Cont. Nang. 
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This conduct rendered him fbfpe&ed, and he thenceforth became an ofojett of 
contempt to the citizens, whom he had prevented from fignalifing their cou- 
rage ; they imagined, too, that he maintained a fecret correfpondence with the 
nobiiity, whom they regarded as their enemies. Having withdrawn their con- 
fidence, they next deprived him of the title of captain-general j and, finding 
his influence insufficient to fecure him the power he wifhed to obtain, he left 
the capital in difgufl, and retired to St. Denis. 

At the in {ligation of queen Jane, the regent was weak enough again to linen 

to propofals of peace from that treacherous monarch, and his no leis treache- 
rous adherents, the chiefs of the fedition. Conferences were hoi den near v> 
try, and all the terms of accommodation were fettled ; but the faithlefs Farifi- 
ans laughed at the credulity of their prince, and difmifled with threats and 
contempt the officers whom he fent, agreeable to the treaty, to take poiMion 
of the town. - 

Marcel and his accomplices now plainly perceived the impoffibility of hold- 
ing out much longer without effectual afliftance from the king of Navarre, on 
whofe protection alone they relied, not merely for the fuccefs of their fcherncs 
"but for the prefervation of their lives. With him, therefore, they held fre- 
quent conferences, in which they difplayed the moft abject fubmiffion, and ear- 
neftly befought him to extend his favour to them who had only become crimi- 
nal in order to forward his intereft, and promote his views. The king, ever 
profufe of oaths and promifes, replied " Certainly, my lords and friends, no 
* c harm ffiall ever happen to you of which I will not partake. While you have 
lc the government of Paris, I advifeyou'to provide yourfelf with plenty of gold 
f c andfilver, fince you may ftand in need of it. You may .place a confidence in 
Ci me, and fend me all you colletf: to Saint Denis, where I will take good care of 
cc it, and fecretly employ it in the fupport of men at arms, and companies of foot, 
" which willferve to defend you againflyour enemies/' Marcel's fears, in this in- 
fiance, overcame his avarice, and, flattering himfelf with having fecured a power- 
ful protection in Charles the Bad, he continued to fend regularly twice a week 
two cart-loads of florins to St. Denis. - 

Invain.did theprovoft of the merchants endeavour, by thefe precautions, to 
ward off the impending blow. His credit daily diminifhed, and his partifans be- 
gan to lofe their courage with their hopes. An incident which occurred at this 
time tended to accelerate his ruin, by compelling him to have recourfe to the 
moft dangerous expedients which rage and defpair could fuggeft. Eeftdes thofe 
troops w.hich attended the king of Navarre, there were fome other companies of 
Englifh, which the inhabitants of Paris retained in their fervice. The people 
difcontented with the conduftof Charles the Bad, and of thofe faftiotis dema- 
v gogues by whom they had hitherto fubmitted to be governed, fighedin fecret for 
£he return of their lawful prince. The fight of the Englifh reminded the citi- 
zens of their Sovereign's captivity 5 the calamities which defolatedthe kingdom 
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excited their indignation ; unable any longer to fulFer their enemies to triumph, 
as it were, in the midft of the capital, they infulted the Englifli troops, who 
endeavoured to defend themfelves, but, overcome by fuperiority of numbers, 
fixty of them were killed ; and though Marcel favoured the efcape of the reft, 
he was compelled to confent to the imprifonment of one hundred and fiftv. 
The king of Navarre having exprefTed his difpleafure at this outrage, the pro 
voft, obedient to his will, went next day to the Louvre, where thefe prifoners 
were confined, and effected their releafe, notwithftanding the reflftance of the 

Parifians. 

Thefe troops took revenge for the ill-treatment they experienced by com- 
mitting the mod dreadful devaftations in the environs of the capital, whofe 
inhabitants they dared to come forth and engage them. The Parifians accep- 
ted the challenge, and the provoft of the merchants was compelled to make a 
fally at the head of twelve hundred men; but he was careful to divide them 
into two bodies, and to lead that which he commanded himfelf to a quarter 
where he was certain no enemy would be found ; the other body fell in with the 
Englifli near St. Cloud, and fuftained a total defeat ; fix hundred of them were 
killed, and the reft purfued to the gates of Paris. 

The king of Navarre remained a tranquil fpeftator of thefe difafters ; and 
was pleafed to fee his refentment againfl the Parifians fo completely gratified. 
He moreover flattered himfelf with the hope, that the inconveniences they expe- 
rienced would, finally, induce them to refign themfelves entirely to his difcre- 
tion*. It was impoffible that things could remain in their prefent fituation ; 
the confufion was two great to continue; and the crifis was fo violent that it 
muft fpeedily terminate in a complete revolution. Marcel, having forfeited all 
claims to mercy from the regent, being detefted by the majority of that very 
people whofe idol he had fo recently been, and abhorred by all good citizens, 
was no longer under the neceffity of keeping up appearances. His' only alterna- 
tive was to bury himfelf beneath the ruins of his faftion, or eife to abandon 
himfelf without referve to the king of Navarre, who held him in contempt,, 
and only confidered him as the vile inftrument of his own ivickednefs. He 
now paid that monarch a private vifit, when they concerted fuch a projeft, as 
might be expefted from men fo loft to every principal of virtue, juftice and 
humanity. It was agreed that the provoft of the merchants fhould furrender 
the capital to the king, whofe troops, in conjunction with the rebels, after fecu- 
ring the Baftille, and the principal gates of the city, fhould maffacre all the 
friends of the regent, whofe houfes were already marked for that purpofe; 
and when by this means they fhould have overcome every obftacle to their wifh- 
es, Charles the Bad fhould be crowned king of France. The new monarch 
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would then have ceded to Edward fuck provinces as lay contiguous to his own 
territories, and have clone homage to him for the reft of the kingdom - 

The provoft of the merchants having taken every precaution which he dee- 
med necefTary for fecuring the accompliftiment of his icheme, fent word to the 
king of Navarre that all was ready, and he had only to haften the approach of 
his troops to the town ; and, at a fignal which they had agreed on, the gates were 
to be opened. Marcel accordingly repaired to the gate of St. Anthony, in the 

night of the laft of July, and having difmiffed a part of the guard, and repla- 
ced them with fuch as were devoted to his fervice, he took the keys of the pate 

from the officer to whofe care they were cntrufted. Hitherto he had met with 

no obftacle j and the town was on the point of being furrendered to Charles the 
Bad, when John Maillard, a loyal citizen — whofe name merits a d ifti n gu ifh ed 
place in the annals of France— arrived with a party of his friends, and ieizing 
Marcel, favedhis country. Firmly attached to his lawful fovereign, he had only 
waited for a proper opportunity to difiplay his zeal ; notwithftanding the fecrccy 
with which the fchemes of Marcel had been conducted, he had found the means 
of detecting them. When he came up to the traitor, he exclaimed, u * Stephen, 
u what are you doing here at this hour?" u John," faid Marcel, u what is 
Ci that to you? I am here to take care of the town, of which I am governor." 
cc By heavens 1" replied Maillard, " that js not the cafe, you are not here at 
cc this hour for any good ; and I will (hew you," addrelling himfelf to his 
companions, " that he has got the keys of the gate in his hand for the purpofe 
cc of betraying the city." " John, you lie!" faid the provoft — cc You are the 
cc liar!" returned Maillard, in a tranfport of rage; then gracing his battle-axe 
he purfued Marcel, who attempted to fly, and with one blow laid him dead at 
his feet. His companions immediately attacked the troops who attended the 
provoft, killed fome of them and lecured th,e reft. Maillard then haftened to 
the gate of Saint Honore, which was alfo to have been opened for the admiffion 
of the Navarrefe, and, as he marched through the city, he awakened the inhabi- 
tants, and relating what he had donp, called upon them to defend the common 
caufe ; when he arrived at the gate, he killed all fuch as attempted to refift, and 

led the reft to prifon, whither moft of the accomplices of Marcel, having been 
Seized in their beds, were conducted before morning - . 

The people roufedby the cries of " Monjoye Saint Denis /" u Long live the 
u king and the regent I" aflembled in crowds. _ The ftreets were inftantly fil- 
led with an armed multitude, who maftacred all the partifans of the provoft 
and his facftion that came in their way. Even thole who attempted to efcape 
their fury, by keeping within doors, were forced from their habitations and 
thrown into prifon. One only of the moft criminal eluded their vigilance 1 

the bifhop of Lacn, that feditious and turbulent prieft, who had been the chief 
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inftigator of the prefent diforders, efcaped from the city, while the populace 
were engaged in wreaking their vengeance on the body of his accomplice, Mar- 
cel, who, with four of his partners in iniquity that had joined him in the af- 
iaflination of the two marefchals, was dragged through the ftreet, and, co- 
vered with blood and dirt, thrown on the tombs of thofe noblemen, and there 
expofed, as expiatory vi&ims, to the indignation of an enraged populace. 
At dawn of day, Maillard aflembled the people in the market-place* where 

he pronounced a pathetic harangue on the calamities to which the city had been 

expofed fince the commencement of the revolt ; and explained the motives 
which had urged him to kill the provoft of the merchants. His {peech was re- 
ceived with general applanfe ; and all prefent called for the immediate- punifli- 
ment of the traitors who had confpired againft the fafety of the town, the 
rights of the king, and the authority of the regent. The partisans of Marcel 
were accordingly tried by a felect council of citizens, who fentenced numbers 
of them to- die, and previoufly to be applied to the torture. 

The people, who, but a few days before, did notdare to pronounce the name 
of the regent, now ardently wiflied for his return ; all badges of party 'difap- 
peared ; and the principal leaders of rebellion were either dead or in prifon. 
Among their mifguided adherents, were fomc refpe&able citizens, whofe paft 
lives had been irreproachable ; bat who were feduced, either by the example 
of their friends, the threats of the provoft, or the intrigues of the king of 
Navarre, to take an active part in the fedition. One of thefe unhappy men, an 
objed of general efteem, exclaimed, as they led him to the place of execu- 
tion, " Wretch that I am 1 O, king of Navarre, would that I had never feen 

" nor heard you." 

Simon Maillard, with two counfellors of the parliament, John Alphpns, 
and John Paftourel, were deputed to waft on the regent whom they found at 
Charenton*. They gave him an account of what had patted, and befought 
him, in the name of the Parifians, to complete, by his prefence, the reftor ac- 
tion of tranquillity. Charles received them with kindnefs, promifed to follow 
them as foon as poflible, and defired them to afTure the inhabitants of the ca- 
pital of his affe&ion and mercy. A few days after, he entered Paris, accom- 
panied by the marefchal d'Andreghen, the lord of Roye, and a numerous re- 
tinue of knights and nobles. He was received by the people with ; every de r 
monftration of joy ; and, the day after his arrival, he repaired to the town-hallt, 
when the ftreets were crowded with the inhabitants, who invoked benedi&ions 
on his head, and made repeated proteftations of fubmiffion and fidelity. At the 
town-hall, he publicly explained the particulars of the confpiracy, which had 
been recently fruftrated ; he convinced the people that the defign of Marcel, 
the bifliop of Laon, and their accomplices, was to furren der the town to the 

* Chron. dc Saint Denis ; Chron. MS. • + Chrift, dc Pifan, MS. part, u chap, ?cxiv. p. j6 ? 
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Englifh and Navarrefe, to maffacre all thofe who were known to be attached 
to their fovereign, and then to beftow the crown on Charles the Bad. All thefe 
circumflances had "been collected from the confeflions of the criminals, who 
had been applied to the torture, and from Thomas de Ladit, chancellor to the 
king of Navarre, who was apprehended, in attempting to make his efcape in 
the difguife of a monk ; and executed fome time after. The prince finiflied 
his fpeech by an affurance that he would bury in oblivion all pafl tranfaftions, 
and fimply confine the effefts of his juftice to the authors of the revolc, who, 
by their violence and intrigues, had corrupted the fidelity of their fellow- 
citizens. 

As a proof that this promife implied no exceptions that could alarm fuch as 
had been feduced to partake in the fedition, he granted, at the felicitations of 
Gentien Triftan, the new provoft of the merchants, and of the aldermen and 
principal citizens, general Letters of Grace, excluding only thofe who had 
been guilty of high-treafon, which crime he explained to be an attempt to 
prevent the liberation of the king ; a defign on the life of the king and of the 
regent ; or to keep them in perpetual imprifenment, and to declare the king of 
Navarre, king of France. The Parifians, fatisfied with this explanation of his 
intentions, vowed an inviolable attachment to him. 

The night on which Marcel was to furrender the city, the king of Navarre 
prefented himfelf at the gate of Saint Anthony* ; but, finding it fhut, he began 
to fear that fome unexpe&ed event had fruftrated his fchemes ; and the tumult 
he heard encreafing his inquietude, he difpatched mefTengers to difcover the 
faft, who feon brought him a true account of the fituation of affairs. He then 
attempted to remedy this difappointment by an attack on the town ; but, being 
repulfed with lofs, he retired to Saint Denis, tranfported with rage againft the 
Parifians \ the effects of which were difplayed in ravaging the environs of the 
capital* In a few days, he received the news that his treaty with the king of 
England was concluded ; it was figned on the firft of Auguflt, the very day on 
which Marcel was to have given him pofiTeflion of Paris. By this treaty it was 
ftipulated that the king of Navarre fhould affift Edward with all his power in 
conquering France ; that, in cafe they fucceeded, Charles fhould -have the 
counties of Champagne and Brie ; the county of Chartres, and the bailiwickof 
Amiens ; and that all the other provinces fhould belong to the king of England^ 
with a permiffion, however, to Charles, to'eftablifh his pretenfions to the du- 
chy of Normandy. 

The king of Navarre, now firmly connected with England, from, whence he 
expefted to obtain effectual affiftance, and having nothing farther to hope from 
the Parifians, fince the detection and punifhment of his accomplices, no longer 
fought to keep up appearances with the regent, whom he had hitherto amufed 

* Chron, de St, Denis.; Chron.MS.j Villain, , + Rymer* 
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with negociations and treaties, always violated as foon as formed'. Before he 
left Saint Denis (which he pillaged in return for the fhelter it had. afforded 
him) he fent him an open defiance*. He then marched to the town of Melun, 
into which he was admitted by his fifter, queen Blanche, to whom it belonged; 
buthe could only obtain pofTeffion of one part of the town, the other having 
been previoufly fortified andfecuredby the regent's troops. Philip of Navarre, 
at the fame time, entered Normandy, and placed flrong garrifons in Mantes 
and Meulan, by which means he commanded the courfe of the Seine, and 
was enabled to makeincurfions into the Chartrain, and even to extend his de- 
predations to the vicinity of the capital. The Englifh troops, too, joined the 
Navarrele more openly than they had hitherto done; fo that Edward, not- 
withftanding the truce, continued hoftilities under the name of the king of 
Navarre. He hoped, by this policy, to weaken the kingdom, by fecretly fo- 
menting the divifions that preyed upon its vitals. 

Every day was productive of fome frefh calamity. The befi: fortified towns 
were not exempt from the general terror, and the utmoft vigilance was requi- 
fite to avert the evil effe&s of their groundlefs apprehenfions. It was at this 
period that a prohibition was ifTued to ring the bells of the churches in Paris, 
from the hour of vefpers till day-light, through fear of interrupting the at- 
tention of the centinels, who werepofted on the walls to give notice of the 
enemy's approach. The garrifons, ftationed in the towns and fortrefTes, for- 
med fo many independent troops of marauders, who fuffered no opportunity 
of pillage to efcape. All communication, not only between the different pro- 
vinces, but between the different towns of the fame province, were flopped. 

The high-roads were covered with grafs and brambles ; the caftles, churches, 
monafleries, in fhort, every building which would admit of a fortification, was 
either filled with troops, or devoted to definition by either party, The 
Englifh and Navarrefe demolifhed them from enmity; and the troops of the 
regent, that they might not afford fhelter to the enemy* The convents were 
forfaken ; the cities were filled with monks and nuns, who repaired thither 
for fecurity againft the horrors of war. The inhabitants of the country were 
expofed to every kind of outrage ; and, after paying tribute to the different 
troops, in order to preferve their habitations from fire and pillage, they were 
finally conftrained to renounce the cultivation - of their lands ; and the fields 
ndw became the receptacles of foldiers and banditti. 

The principal objeft of the king of Navarre, was, to cut off all .communi- 
cation with the capital, in the hope of reducing it by famine. With this view 
he had fecured all the pafTages of the different rivers by which provifions might 

.be conveyed thither. The pofTeffion of Creil gave him the command of the 
O.ifej Lagny made him matter of the Marne, and he fecured the Seine, berth 

* Trcfor des Chart res, Reg, 96, p. 219, 
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above and below Paris, by the garrifons of Melun, Mantes, and Meulan ; 
while the fortrefles. of Argenteuil, Franconville, and Croifly, which he had 
reduced, enabled him to blockade the town on that fide. The regent, in the 
mean time, aflembled troops ; and was obliged to enlift in his fervice feveralof 
thofe companies of banditti which infefted the kingdom. The flate of his fi- 
nances not permitting him to pay them with regularity, they committed the 
mod dreadful devaluations in all the places where. they were ftationed j fome 
of their leaders even engaged in a confpiracy with the enemy, which was for- 
tunately difcbvered. The punifhment of thefe traitors caufed their troops to 
defert, and join the Navarrefe ; fo that Charles the Bad, who was enabled to 
pay them by the fums he had received from Marcel, faw the number of his 
adherents daily encreafe. 

The towns of Picardy and Vermandois, on application from the regent, fur- 
iriftied a body of troops, under the command of the bifhop of Noyon, and the 
lords of Coucy, Ravenal, Chauny and Roye, who laid fiege to the caftle of 
Mauconfeil, a place from its fituation important. John de Pecquigny, apprifed 
of the danger to which this fortrefs was expofed, haftened to its relief, at the 
head of the garrifon of Creil ; and, entering, by favour of a fog, the camp of 
the befiegers, took them by furprife, and put them to flight. Moft of the no- 
blemen were either killed or taken ; among the laft was the bifhop of Noyon. 
The enemy made a confiderable booty, as well by the pillage of the camp, as 
the ranfom of the prifoners ; and, fuch as had not money to pay their ranlbm, 
were compelled to ferve, for a certain time, in the Navarrefe army. 

The king of Navarre, who kept up a fecret correfpondence in moft of the 
towns which acknowledged the regent's authority, made an attempt upon 
Amiens, the reduction of which fome of the citizens had engaged to facilitate. 
When every thing was prepared for the introduction of his troops, Pecquigny 
went thither by night, and took polTeffion of one part of the fuburbs ; but, ne- 
glecting to improve this advantage with fufficient celerity, he gave the inhabi- 
tants of the town time to prepare for refiftance. The conftable de Fiennes, and 
the count of St. Paul, arrived at this conjuncture, and entered the town on 
the oppofite fide ; the troops they brought with them repelled the attacks of 
the Navarrefe, who were forced to retreat to the fuburbs, which they aban- 
doned,, after having pillaged and fet fire to it. Three thoufand houfes* were 
reduced to afhes* Thofe . citizens who had been concerned in the plot, were 
arrefted the next day, and feventeen of them, among whom was the mayor, 
were executed. A fimilar attempt was made, at the fame time, on the town 

* It appears ftrange that one of the fuburbs of Amiens mould, at this period, have* contained three 
thoufand houfes, when all the houfes in the four fuburbs do not now amount to eight hundred. Yet all 
the chronicles of the' fourteenth century agree in the number; and, as it is not written in cyphers, there 

can be no miftake. Amiens, therefore, muft have formerly been a city of much greater extent than it 1* 
at prefent. Villaret* 
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of Laon, which the bifhop wiftied to furrender to the Navarrefe, but the con- 
fpiracy was fortunately detected, though the prelate efcaped the punifhnient he 
deferved by a timely evafion. 

Even the capital itfelf was not exempt from confpiracies ; the regent having 
received intelligence of a plot for introducing the troops of Charles the Bad into 
Paris, ordered feveral of the citizens to be arretted, and thrown into prifon. 
The people aflembled and infilled that John Culdoe, provoft of the merchants, 
fliould folicit the prince to releafe them, but that officer refilled to comply with 
their requefl. The next day the regent, attended by a numerous efcort, went to 
the Place de Greve, where he harangued the people, and aflured them, he had 
certain proofs that thofe he had arretted were partifans of the king of Navarre. 
A citizen then prefent, who had himfelf been connefted with Charles the -Bad, 
having confirmed the truth of the prince's declaration by oath, the people were 
appealed ; but the regent, wiftiing to conciliate their affe&ion by afts of cle- 
mency, pardoned the culprits, after he had eftabliflied their guilt by a fair 
trial*. 

The cardinals of Perigord and Urzel, who had been appointed by the pope 
to negociate an accomodation between the regent and the king of Navarref y 

were compelled to return to Avignon, without accomplifhing the objeft of their 
million. Thefe ecclefiaftics had been equally unfuccesful in their attempt to 
negociate a peace between the crowns of England and France, for which pur- 
pofe they had made a voyage to London. The war continuing, a troop of Englifli 
and Navarrefe, not exceeding one thoufand men, took Auxerre, though defen- 
ded by a garrifon of one thoufand. The town was pillaged, and the 'booty was 
eftimated at five hundred thoufand moutons of gold. The Navarrefe, after paf- 
fing a week in the place, threatened to burn it, unlefs the inhabitants would 
confent to pay a ranfom of forty thoufand moutons of gold, and forty pearls, 
eftimated at a fourth of that fum. Plundered of all they pofTefled, they were 
unable to furnifli the money ; and were therefore obliged to give the plate and 
jewels belonging to the church of St. Germain, the only place that had efcaped 
pillage, as a pledge to the enemy ; engaging to pay an annual rent of three 
thoufand florins to the church in cafe they fliould fail to redeem it. The Englifli, 
notwithftanding, remained in the town, the gates and fortifications whereof 
they demolifhed, while fame of the citizens were gone to Paris to folicit the 
regent's confirmation of the treaty, to which they had been conftrained to fub- 

mit, and to obtain fome pecuniary affiftance. On their return, the money they 
had procured was forcibly taken from them* 

Villani* in his account of the confpiracyj in which he involves, the counts. of Etampes and Rouffy,-(two 
noblemen who had given repeated proofs of their loyalty) fays, that the regent caufed the citizens to be: 
Vill Ute ^ * n; * P arc * one< * ^ e counts 5 but his teftimony is pofitively contradifted by all the French hiitorians*. 

+ Ch:on, de. Saint Denis. Mem, de Litterature* 
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The courage difplayed by the conftable de Fiennes, and the count of St. Paul 
in the defence of Amiens, had fecured them the confidence of the troops who 
flocked to their ftandard*. In a fhort time they found themfelves at the head of 
two thoufand men at arms, and twelve thoufand militia, with which they formed 
the fiege of St. Valery, which capitulated after a moft vigorous defence. The 
French had fcarcely taken pofleflion of the town, when Philip of Navarre, 
with the counts of Harcourt and Pecquigny appeared before it ; but, finding the 
place already reduced, and the enemy ftronger than they expected, they re- 
treated with precipitation. The conftable purfued them, and, but for the delay 
occalioned by the refufal of the inhabitants of St. Quentin to fuffer his troops 
to pafs, they muft certainly have been overtaken. That delay, putting a flop to 
the purfuit, the Navarrefe returned to Normandy, where they continued their 

wfual depredations. 

A. D. 1359-] The regent dilplayed equal patience and perfeverance in fur- 
mounting the numerous obftacles he had to encounter ; while his mildnels and 
moderation conciliated the affeftion of the people, and fecured univerfal efteem. 
Having no farther occafion to conceal his real fentiments, he refolved to evince 
the generofity of his mind, and the rettitude of his intentionst. He went to the 
parliament, and there publiflied an ordonnance, by which he declared that he 
had ever confidered, as faithful and affe&ionate fubjefts, the two and twenty 
officers .whom the ftates of 1357 had compelled him to difmifs ; that the appre- 
henfion of ftill greater misfortunes could not have induced him to yield to the 

importunities of the enemies of the government, if he had not entertained a 

hope that, in happier times, heftiould be free to follow the di&ates of juftice; 

that the time was now arrived for reftoring to their places, and clearing the 
reputation of thofe officers who had only been perfecuted on account of their 
attachment to the real good of the public, and the honour of their fovereign; 
that he, accordingly, reftored them to their dignities and poflellions, and 
ordained that their falaries fhould be paid them in the fame manner as if they 
had continued to difcharge the duties of their refpe&ive offices. The prince 
concluded by expreifing a defire that this declaration might be communicated 
to the pope, the emperor, and the different towns of the kingdom, that, by fuch 
an authentic teftimony, every fufpicion which the difmiflion of thofe officers 
might have excited to their prejudice, might be effectually removed. 

This meafure ferved to ftrengthen and confirm thofe fentiments of love and 
refpeft which the French were accuftomed to entertain for their fovereigns. It 
was not long before the prince received an unequivocal proof of the zeal and 
attachment of the nobility, and of the inhabitants of the principal townst. At 

an affembly of the ftates general, holden at this time, the nobles, befides the 

*Froiffard. Chron. MS. du roi Jean. +Mem. de la Chambre des Comptes. reg» D. fol. 19. 
J Chambre des Corpptes, Mem. D. Recueil des Ordonnahces. Chron. de Saint Denis. 
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ufual fubfidy, agreed to ferve a whole month at their own expence ) the city of 
Paris offered to maintain fix hundred men at arms, four hundred archers, and 
one thoufand companions ; the other cities, making proportionable efforts, fur- 
niflied twelve thoufand men at arms. This was a very large fupply, when we 
confider the wretched ftate of the country, the deftru&ion and pillage of fo 
many towns, and the neceffity under which they all laboured to provide for 
their own private defence againft the multitude of enemies which furrounded 
them on all fides. 

In order to profit by the prefent difpofition of the troops, it was refolved to 
lay fiege to Melun, which, from its fituation on the Seine, enabled the Na- 
varrefe greatly to incommode the capital*. It moreover contained within its 
walls, three fovereign princelTes; Jane, widow to Charles; Blanche, widow to 
Philip of Valo'is, and the queen of Navarre. It was at this fiege that Bertrand 
da Guefclin, who had lately entered the regent's fervicet, firft difplayed his 
courage in the French army. The regent, who was prefent, witnefled his 
intrepidity, in firft mounting the walls of a tower, which he would have 
taken, had not the ladder on which he flood been crufhed by a barrel of ftones. 
The folidity of his armour faved his life, but he was thrown into the ditch, 
from whence he was taken fenfelefs and motionlefs. The prince, who had kept 
his eyes on him the whole time, haftened to his affiftance, and conceived the 
higheft efteem for him. As foon as du Guefclin had recovered his fenfes, he 
returned to the attack, flew feveral of the enemy with his own hand, and con- 

ftrained the reft to retreat behind the drawbridge. Night coming on, the afTail- 
ants retired to their tents. 

A frefh aflault was to have been given the next day ; but, during the night, the 
garrifon propfed terms of accommodation. Queen Jane and her council enga- 
ged to furrender the city, and the preliminary conditions of the new treaty of 
peace with the king of Navarre were agreed upon. The prince, in the mean 
time, withdrew his troops, and returned to Paris, fully relying on the queen's 
promife that the Navarrefe fhould evacuate Melun ; 

While the agents of the two princes were employed at Vernon, in difcufling 
the articles of peace, the regent was defirous of given his fubje&s a proof of 
the confidence he placed in their affections. The members of his council repair- 
ed to the parliament, where the provoft of the merchants was appointed to 
attend, with the principal citizens, in order to give their opinion of the treaty 
now in agitation; They were unanimous in advifing the prince to accept the 
terms propofed. The deputies of the king of Navarre were accordingly invited 
to come to Paris ; and,, when every thing was fettled, the regent went to Pon- 
toife, where Charles the Bad was to meet him, in order to ratify the treaty. 

The king of Navarre, before he left Mantes, required that the duke of Bour- 

* Chron, MS, du Roi Jean, Froiflard, Spicil, Cent, de Nang. + Vie du Connetable du Guefclin, MS. 
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bon, Lewis of Harcourt, the lords of Montmorency and Saint Venant, William 
Martel, le Bau drain de la Heuze, the provoft of the merchants, and two of the 
principal citizens of Paris, fhould be delivered to him as hoftages. He arrived 
with a guard of one hundred men at arms hut y on perceiving the regent, who 
went out to meet him, he difmifled a part of his attendants. The two princes, 
fter reciprocal profeflions of friendfhip, entered the town of Pontoife by the 
light of flambeaux. When they came to fettle the terms of the treaty, fuch 
objections were ftartcd by the king of Navarre as appeared to be infurmounta- 
ble ; and the regent a Anally fent to inform him by the count of d'Etampes, 
that, if he perfilted in refufing the conditions he had propofed, an accommoda- 
tion was impoflible, and he was ready to have him conducted in fafety to the 
place at which he had received him. 

All hopes of a peace thus feemed to be fruftrated, when Charles the Bad 
fuddenly changed his fentiments, or rather his language, for his objeft was Hill 
the fame, though he found it neceflary to alter the mode of attaining it. His 
profeflions were now the very the reverie of what they had hitherto been; in- 
ftead of advancing exorbitant claims, he difplayed the mod perfect difintereft- 
ednefs. He fent for the council of the regent, to whom he declared his refolu- 
tion of terminating the calamities of the flate, of becoming the friend of the 
king and his fon, and of ferving them to the utmoft of his power*. lie pro- 
tefted that he refigned all pretenlions to a pecuniary fatisfaftion, or territorial 
grant, and only wiihed to obtain the reftitution of what lawfully belonged to 

him; he 'added, that it was his intention to declare thefe fentiments before the 

people. 

The* regent, agreeably furprifed at this unexpected change, exclaimed, in a 
tranfport of joy, that u if the king of Navarre really thought as he fpoke, he 
<£ muft certainly have been infpired by heaven/' But Charles the Bad, more 
dangerous as a friend than formidable as an enemy, did not fuffer him to re- 
main long in an error. That fame day, however, before the people of Pontoife, 
affembled for the purpofe in the hall of the caftle, he renewed the declaration 
he had made to the regent's council ; and farther promifed to evacuate all the 
fortrefles which either he or his allies had taken during the war. He kept his 
word with regard to fome ; fuch as PoifTy, Chaumont en Vexin, Joui-la-VilJe, 
and Chanville. But this apparent candour had its fource in a principle which it 
is necelfary to develope. 

A great part of the troops which the king of Navarre had hitherto' employed 
were compofed of independent companies of Englifh and other maurauders, who 
ravaged the kingdom. Mofl of the leaders of thefe^companies, after they had 
ftripped the provinces, were anxious to fecure the fruits of their depredations 

* Chron. de St. Denis. Cbron. MS. du roi Jean. Mem. de Litterature. Hift. do Charles le Mauvais, 

Trefor desChartres, reg. 87, and 107. Chambre des Coroptes, Mem. D. 



* 



I 



359-3 



i 



JOHN THE SECOND. 



12.9 



— _ • A * * 

in fome place of fafety. Several of them even fold the towns they had feized 
without confulting the king. The Englifti, in particular, wifKed to return 
with their wealth to" their native ifle ; and many, of them were recalled by Ed- 
ward, who was collecting forces for the execution of a project he then had in 
contemplation. What then did Charles the Bad rifk by concluding a peace X 
He got rid of a war which began to'be onerous, at the fame time that he re- 
ferved to himfelf the advantages to be derived from it through the means of 

^Navarre, who refufed to accede to the treaty, declaring 



N 



himfelf 



S9 



The 



„ — ^ 7 — - — — 

extremely circumfpefb in granting 



hoped, by renewing the "war at a future period, to. be able to obtain* better 



terms from that monarch ; 



op- 



portunity of eftablifliing an intercourfe with the regent, that might facilitate 
the accompliftiment of- his perfidious fchemes. Such were the motives which 
influenced the condudt of Charles the Bad, who continued to infinuate himfelf 
into the confidence and good grades of the regent, till the dete&ion of a con- 



formed compelled him once more to throw off the mafk 



Although it had been exprefsly ftipulated by the treaty that that part of the 
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M'elun, which was in the poffeffion of the Navarrefe 



0 

converted 



rendered, the place was not evacuated. The kin^ of Navarre had 
the war into another fpecies of depredation, attended with lefs danger, and 



productive of greater emolument 



goods 



led under the bridge of Melunto go to Paris, were made fubjefr to enormous 
duties. A ton of wine paid fix crowns of gold; a hogfhead of corn two 
crowns, and every thing elfe in proportion. The produce of thefe duties, it 
was pretended, was to pay the arrears due to the troops which the king; of 



Melun 



Mantes 



was praftifed; fo that, by commanding the navigation of the river, the king of 



means 



of waging war. 

The regent, at the folicitation of Charles the Bad, who had private reafons 
for wifhingto return to- Paris, aflTembled the principal citizens in the chamber 
of the parliament^. /After he had read the treaty, he told' them that the king 
of Navarre was anxious to obtain permiflion to return to the capital, but that 



mares 



grant it contrary to the inclinations of the inhabitants. .John' 

aflembly 



were highly obliged to the regent for the peace he had concluded ; and that 
they would not oppofe the return of the king of Navarre, provided he would 
not bring with him certain traitors, whom he named, and the. chief of whom 



Vol. 
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I30 HISTORY OF FRANCE. * L^O. 

* 

was the bifhop of Laon. The prince replied, that the wifhes of the aflembly 
were perfectly conformable with his own ;_and that he had repeatedly refufed 
to grant the pardon of thofe traitors to the prayers and remonftranccs of the 

Navarrefe monarch. 

ut, notwithftanding the late treaty, hoftilities ftill continued in different 
parts of the kingdom ; the only, difference was this, that a part of the fame 
troops carried on the war under another name ; Philip of Navarre was the 
oftenfible enemy in Normandy, and Edward in the other provinces; while the 
chiefs of the companies, fometimes ferving one party, fometimes the other, 
but, in faft, always fighting for themfelves, completed the gratification of their 
avidity, on the few remaining fpoilsof the kingdom. 

Euftace d'Auberticourt, one of the leaders of banditti, laid wafte the fine 
province of Champagne, at the head of feven hundred lances. Animated by 
love, his courage was enthufiaftic; and, had it been exerted to a laudable end, 
might have entitled him to a diftinguiflied place in the lift of heroes. He had 
conceived a. violent paffion for Ifabella de Juilliers, daughter to the count of 
that name, and widow to the earl of Kent. The lady, flattered by the adora- 
tion of a v warrior, whofe achievments formed the theme of general commen- 
dation, returned his paffion with equal ardour; and, after bellowing on him 
repeated marks of her favour, and exhorting him to continue in the path of 
glory, or rather, in the path of plunder , lhe gave him her hand. The devalua- 
tions he committed called for the ferious attention of the regent, .who could 
find nb other meai>s of reprefling them, than by oppofmg to him an adverfary 
of the fame ftamp. 

i" Brocard de Feneftrange, chief of the banditti of Lorraine, was the perion 

he employed on this occafion, and he promifed him a confiderable reward in 

cafe he executed his commiffion with zeal and fuccefs. Feneftrange having 
affembled his troops, which amounted to five hundred men at arms, was joined 
by feveral noblemen and gentlemen from Burgundy and Champagne. He car- 
ried by alfault the caftle of Hans, which belonged to Auberticourt, whom he 
overtook near Nogent-upon-Seine. Feneftrange, who was a man of experience, 
drew up his little army in three divifions ; he placed himfelf at the head of the 
firft, aflifted by the bifliop of Troies ; John of Chalons, and the count of Joui 
/commanded the fecond ; and the third was entrufted to the count of Joinville* 
The combat was long and bloody; but* Euftace d'Auberticourt, having recei- 
ved a dangerous wound from a lance which broke three of his teeth, fuftained 
a total defeat, and was compelled to furrender himfelf a prifoner to Feneftrange. 

But the calm which this vicftory reftored to the provinces, proved of fhort 
duration* Feneftrange had been promifed thirty thoufand crowns, which it was 
Bot poffible to pay him. Difappointed in his expectations of reward, he had 
the audacity to fend a defiance to the regent, and to declare war againft \vm y 

and the whole kingdom of France. He did not confine himfelf to threats* but 
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foon proved himfelf an enemy more formidable than Auberticourt. He com- 
menced hofKlities by the reduction of Bar-upon-Seine,, whicl} he pillaged and 
reduced to aflies; he then over-ran Champagne with fire and fword ; and, in 
his deftruftive progrefs, diiplayed greater inhumanity than any of his prede- 
ceflbrs of the fame defcription. The weaknefs of the government prevented 
the regent from restraining .thefe excefTes, or punilhing their authors ; and he 
was finally compelled to purchafe the forbearance of Feneftrange, by paying 
him to the full extent. of his demand . * 1 

Edward now thought the kingdom reduced to that fituation which would 
juftify any attempts to profit by circumftances fo favourable to his ambition. 
Hitherto he had never openly explained himfelf on the conditions he meant to 
impofe. Since the king's captivity, many attempts had been made to conclude 
a treaty*; but Edward artfully prolonged the negotiation, and rendered them, 
all unfuccefsful . The truce being expired, hoftilities and conferences for a 
peace were renewed at the fame time. The archbifliop of Sens, with his bro- 
ther, the count of Tancarville, the count of Damartin, and the marefchal d'An- 
dreghen, who were prifoners in -England, had made feveral journies to Paris, 
with the view to promote an accomodation, but all to no purpofe. 

John, in the mean time, not withftan ding the efforts of his conquerors to foften 
his captivity, became impatient to recover his liberty. He flattered himfelf that 
he could obtain from Edward more advantageous terms if he treated with him 
inperfon; than if he employed an agent ; but he was miftaken'in this idea ; the 
matter was of too great importance to fuffer any impulle of generofity to Silence 
the dictates of policy. The king of England profited by his good fortune to 
prefcribe the moft rigourous terms ; and John, anxious to return to his domini- 
ons, confented to all he propofed. The treaty, figned by the two monarch's, 

by the prince of Wales, and the duke of Bourbon, was fent to France for the 
regent's ratification. That prince regarded the conditions as too difndvari- 
tageous to France to be cpmplied with ; but, apprehenfive that he might be 
accufed of not {hewing fufficient anxiety for the releafe of his father, he would 
not venture to give a refufal, that might be fubjeft to mifinterpretatipn,- with- 
out the previous advice of the ftates general, who were accordingly fummoned 
to meet on the occafion. 

The aflembly were unanimous in their advice to the duke to rejeft the treaty, 
and to continue the war, rather than make peace upon fuch terms. When the 
regent heard this, he repaired to the palace, and, ftanding ; on the fteps in the 
court, (hewed himfelf to the Parifians, while William de Dormans, .the advo- 
cate-general, read the treaty aloud. John agreed, to cede to. Edward the 
duchies of Normandy and Guienne, Xaintonge, Aunis, Tarbes, thePerigord, 

^uercy, the Limoufin, Bigorre, Poitou, Anjou,. Touraine, the counties pf 



*Frbiffaid. Chron/de Sj. Denis, Chron. MS, 
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Boulogne, G tunes, and Ponthieu, Montreul-fur-Mer, and Calais, without any 
obligation of homage or fealty, on the part of the Englifh monarch ; to whom 
he likewife ceded the fovereignty of the duchy of Brittany, and engaged to pay 
four million crowns of gold, for his ranfom. The people burft forth into a 
general murmur of indignation ; and unanimoufly exclaimed, that they would 
never fubmit to fuch terms, but would continue the war againft England. 
When the regent's anfwer was delivered to the two kings, John, who did not 
expect a refufal, evinced the greateft difpleafure ; while Edward protefted, 
that, before the winter was over, he would enter France with fuch a formida- 
ble army, that the regent would be compelled to accede to any terms he fhould 

chufe to.impofe 5 and that he would not difarm till France was totally fubdued. 
He immediately made the neceffary preparations for putting his threats in exe- 
cution ; and, on the twenty-feventh of Oftober, failed for Calais with a fleet 

of eleven hundred fail, on board of which were his four el deft fons, all the 
principal nobility of England, and an army of one hundred thoufand men. 

.On the fourth day of November, the Englifti began their march from Ca- 
lais 5 five hundred men preceded the army in order to clear the roads; and 
the troops were attended with fix thoufand waggons, which carried their bag- 
gage, provifions, and artillery*. Edward had taken the precaution to pro- 
vide them with portable ovens and mills, as well as with corn for their nou- 
rifhment; for France was now defolated by famine, and the continual depre- 
dations to which it had been expofed, had deftroyed all its refources. The re- 
gent deemed it imprudent, with the fhiall force he was mafter of, to truft the 
fafety of the kingdom to the doubtful event of a battle ; he therefore contented 
himfelf with ftrengthening the fortifications of fuch towns as would admit of 
defence, and with fupplying them with ftrong garrifons ; abandoning the open 
country to the difcretion of the enemy. Thus the king of England was enabled 
to purfue his march without oppofition, through the provinces of Picardy and 
Artois, till he came to the city of Rheims, where he propofed to be inverted 
with the royal diadem of France ; the archbiftiops of Lincoln and Durham at- 
tended him in order to perform the ceremony. The place, however, wasvi- 
goroufly defended by the arehbifhop of the diocefe, John de Craon y aflifted by 
the count of Porcien and his brother Hugh, with the lords of Bone, Cannency^ 

Dannpre and Lore. *■■";*• 

While Edward was engaged in the fiege of Rheims, a confpiracy was formed 
in the capital, which, had it fucceeded, muft have rendered him mafter of the 
whole kingdom. The king of Navarre, in concluding the late treaty, had only 
fought to fecure a free accefs to the regent, with the view of obferving 011 
which fide he might be attacked with the greateft profpeft of fuccefs. He lived 
on the moft intimate terms with the prince ; who confulted him on all occafioi% 

$ 

■ 

* -Spicil. Cont, de Nang. Froiflard. Chron. MS,- ■ 
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though, at the fame time, he kept a watchful eye on his conduft, and fuffered 
none of his motions to efcape his notice*. The regent had recently returned 
from an excnrfion to Rouen,- in order to be prefent at the nuptials of Catherine 
of Bourbon, filler to his confort, with John of Harcourt, fon to that count of 
Harcourt who had fuffered decapitation, which were celebrated at Paris. The 
king of Navai're, who attended the ceremony, had procured a fafe conduft for 
the captal de Buche, his relation, who made ufe of it to reduce the caftle of Cler- 
mont, in Beauvoifis. Although it was certain that this enterprife had been for- 
med in concert with Charles the Bad, yet the regent pretended ignorance 
of the matter; and, by continuing to treat him with the fame marks of friend- 
fliip and confidence which he had ever fhewn him, fince his refidence at Paris, 
he encouraged him to hope that a diabolical plot he had proje&ed would be 
crowned' with fuccefs. A citizen of Paris, named Martin Pifdoe^ an old friend 
and accomplice of Marcel, was at the head of this confpiracy. Though he had 

been included in the general amnefty, yet he had ever retained a defire of 
revenging the death of the provoft, which he could only hope to do by exciting 
a revolution. With this view he attempted to corrupt two other citizens, John 
le Chavenatier, and Denis le Paumier, who immediately apprifed the regent of 
his defigns; when they received orders from that prince to difTemble their 
refentment, the better to difcover the nature and extent of Pifdoe's intrigues. 
The plan, which he told Chavenatier had been concerted with the officers of 
the king of Navarre, was this ; men at arms, in difguife, were to be privately 
introduced at the different gates, and ftationed in different parts of. the. city; 
when a fufficient number had been collected they were to feize the regent, at 
the Louvre, malfacre all that oppofed them, and take polfeflion of the pi'in- 
cipal fquares, in order to prevent the people from affembling ; by this means^ 
the confpirators would have made themfelves matters of the capital. .The 
execution of the projeft was fortunately prevented by the vigilance of the 
regent ; Martin Pifdoe was apprehended, and, being put to the torture, dr£- 
clofed all the particulars of the confpiracy; after which he fuffered the pufcifh- 
ment due to his crime; and his body, divided into quarters, was expofed on 
the four principal gates of the city. The king of Navarre at firft appeared 
wholly unconcerned, but, when he found that Pifdoe was to be tortured, lie 
thought that Paris was no longer a place of fafety for him ; and the precipitation 
with which he fled ferved to confirm his guilt. ■ 

A. D. 1 360.3 As foon as Charles the Bad reached Mantes/ he threw off the 
maflc, declared war againft the regent, and renewed hoftilities by the capture' 
of Rouboife, a'ltrong fortrefs on the Seine. .Edward, in the mean time, was 
compelled to raife the fiege of Rheims, after -laying three months before the 

* 

Chron, deSt. Denis. - Trefor des Chartres reg. 90. p. 352. Mem. de Litt. Hill, du Charles le Mas- 

■ yaist Hift, Generate de la Maifon de France* 
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town. Kc then directed his march into Burgundy; the dates of which pro- 
vince agreed to pay him two hundred thoufand moutons of gold , at four inftaU 
mcnts:, in confidcration of which he granted them a truce for three years. 

Edward, after the conclufion of this treaty, left Burgundy, and proceeded 
towards the Nivernois, which, faving itfelf by a fimilar compofition, hetrant 
ferred his ravages to Brie and the Gatinois. After a long and deftru&ive march 
he arrived at, the gates of Paris, on the laft day of March ; and, taking up hfe 
quarters at Bourg-la-Reine, extended his army to Long-jumeau, Mont-rouge, 
andrVaqgirard. He tried to provoke the regent to hazard a battle, by fending 
him a defiance, but could not induce that prudent prince to change his plan of 
operations. Paris was fafe from the danger of an aflault by its numerous gar- 
rifon, and thc>ftrength of its fortifications, for which it was principally indebted 
to.. the rebel Marcel ; and from that of a blockade by its well-fupplied mgazines. 
• A body of twelve hundred villagers from the vicinity of Chatrcs (now Ar- 
pajon) having taken refuge in a monaftery, belonging to Saint Maur-des-Fofles, 
find converted the church into a kind of fort, furrounded by a ditch, and top- 
plied with warlike machines, were attacked by the Englifii. The captain of 
this band finding himfelf expofed to danger, retired, with a few regulars that 

he had with him, tq a tower that lay contiguous to the church, leaving the pea- 
fantsto fuftain theaflaults of the enemy. Thefe laft, unable to defend them- 
felves, reproached him with his perfidy, and determined to furrender ; to pre- 
vent which, the favage fet fire to the church, and the wretched inhabitants all 
perifhed in the flames. He was foon, however, punifhed for his cruelty ; for, 
the fire reaching the tower, he experienced a fimilar fate. 
. The inhabitants of Thoury, a place of fome importance, between Etampes 
and Orleans, deftroyed their habitations and carried all they poflefled into 
wooden barracks which they had conftrufted round a ftrong caftle, that was 

fituated in the .middle of the town. When the enemy approached, they per- 

ceiyed that one houfe had, by chance, been left {landing; to this they fet fire, 
and the wind blowing ftrong towards the barracks, the flames were carried to 

the roofs, and fpread with fuch inconceivable rapidity, that not a foul had time 

to efcape. The cries of men, women, and children were heard by the Eng- 
iifh, who were unable to afford them the fmalleft afliftance ; they all perifhfed, 
and the whole town was reduced to aflies. Montlhery and Long-jumeau; $?ffe 
likewife burned; and the conflagration was feen from the ramparts t^frParis, 

The impoflibility of procuring fubfiftence for fuch a numerous^ army, in a ,- 
country already wafted by foreign and domeftic enemies, and left empty alfo c 
by the precautions of the regent, compelled Edward to remove his quarters j 
and he led his troops into the provinces of Maine, Beaufle, and the Chartraine, 
which were abandoned to the fury of their devaluations. After refrefhing his 
firmy, it was his intention to proceed to Brittany, and to renew the fiege of 
Pari? early in the fpring. But, while the war was carried dp in this ruinpus 
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manner, the negociations for a peace ftill continued; though the fe verity of the 
terms Edward wifhed to impofe feemedto deftrqy all hopes of accommodation* 
Still the rage of neither party began to abate ; France was reduced to the laft 
extremity, and the Englifh themfelves, fatigued with a toillbme march through 
provinces rendered fterile by the calamities of war, and their ftrength farther 
impaired by the hardfhips of a winter campaign, were anxious to obtain an 
interval of repofe. Edward, too, could not but perceive that his immenfe army 
had procured him no other advantage, than that of fpreading defolation around 
him ; while not a iingle place of importance had acknowledged his power. 
Thefe reflections muft have contributed not a little to incline him to lend a 
favourable ear to the exhortations of the pope's legates, and the remonftrances 
of the duke of Lancafter. 

The duke infifted, that, notwithftanding his paft fuccefles, which muft have 
greatly exceeded his hopes and expectation, he was now no nearer the accom- 
plifliment of his objeft — if the acquifition of the French crown was his objeft 
than at the commencement of the war ; or rather he was placed at a greater 
diftance from it by thole very vi&ories and advantages, which feemed to lead 
to it. That the claim of fucceffion had not, from the firft, procured him one 
partifan in the kingdom ; and the continuance of thefe deftru&ive hoftilities 
had united every Frenchman in the moft implacable animofity againft him. 
That though inteftine faction had debilitated the government of France, it was 
abating every moment ; and no party, even during the greateft heat of the 
conteft, when fubjeftion under a foreign enemy ufually appears preferable to 
the dominion of fellow-citizens, had ever adopted the pretenfions of the king 
of England. That the king of Navarre himfelf, the only ally of the Englifh, 
inftead of being a. cordial friend, was Edward's moft dangerous rival, and, in 
the opinion of his partifans, poffefled a much preferable title to the crown of 
France. That the prolongation of the war, however it might enrich the En- 
glifh foldiers, was ruinous to the king himfelf, who bore all the charges of the 
armament, without receiving any folid or durable advantage from it. That if 
the prefent difbrders of France continued, that kingdom would foon be redu- 
ced to fuch a ft ate of defolation that it would affor d no fpoils to its ravagers ; 
if it could eftablifh a more fteady government, "it might, from the chance of 
war Jn its favour, and, by its fuperior force and. advantages, be able to repel 
the prefent vittors. That the regent, even during his greateft diftrefles, had 
yet conducted himfelf with fo much prudence, as to prevent the. Englifh from 
acquiring a fingle foot of land in the kingdom ; and it were better for theidng 
to accept by a peace what he had in vain attempted to acquire by hoftility, the 
fuccefs of which had by no means been adequate to the expences ; and that 
Edward, having obtained fo much glory by his arms, the praife of moderation 
Was the only honour to which he could now .afpire, an honour fo much the 
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greater,, a: it was durable, was united with prudence, and might be attended 
with the moft iblid: advantages*. .-. ■: * 

Thefe remonftrances, the wifdom of which is manifeft, could not fail to 
make a deep impreiuon on the mind of Edward ; who is faid to have been far- 
ther difpofed to peace, by an accident which happened during his march. At 
the diftance of about two leagues from Chartres, his army was overtaken by a 
dreadful ftorm of hail, the ftones of which was of fuch a prodigious fize as to 
kill fix thoufand horfes and one thoufand ment. The king, . frightened at the 
horrors of the furrounding fcene, threw himlelf proftrate on the ground ; and, 
extending his arms towards the church of Chartres, made a folemn vow no lon- 
ger to jejeft the offer of peace, if he could obtain it on reafonable terms. Vol- 
taire, alluding to this circumftance, archly obferves, that " feldom have the 
" will of fovereigns, and the fate of kingdoms, been decided by a fhower of 
rain.t" Be that as it may, a peace -was concluded at Bretigny — a finall town 
fituated about a league from Chartres — on the eighth of May, 1360. By the 
articles of this treaty (forty in number) it wasHipulated that, exclufive of the 
abfolute fovereignty of Guienne and Ponthieu, the following territories fliould 

be ceded to Edward — the county of Poidtiers ; the fief of Thouars ; the pro- 
vinces ofPoiftou, Xaintonge, Agenois; and Perigord ; the Limoufin, Quercy, 
Bigorre, Gavre, Angoumois, and Rouergue ; Calais, Guines, and Montreuil; 
with the lordftiips of Merch, Sangate, Coulogne, Homes, Wall, and Oye. The 
full fovereignty of all thefe provinces and territories was to be veiled in the 
crown of England ; and France agreed to renounce all title to feudal jurifdio 
tion, homage, or appeal from them. It was farther fettled, by the fourteenth 
article, that the king of France fliould pay Edward three millions of crowns of 
gold for his ranfom (equal to fifteen hundred thoufand pounds of our prefent 
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* Froiffard, 1. 1. c. 21 r. + Id, ib. 

J Efai fur U Hjftoire Generale y t. ii. ; p. 132. This is one of tbofe frivolous remarks with which even 
the ferious works of this writer abound. The influence of fortuitous calamities on the human mind, in the 
produftion of important events, may form a fubjeft of ridicule to the pbilofipker in his ftudy, who, exulting 
in the ftrength of man's faculties, is anxious to trace each effedl to an adequate caufe. But, if we reflcft 
that the imprefiions of terror are ftrong and.durable, and that the mind of Edward, at this junfture, pre- 
pared as it was by previous fcenes of defolation and carnage, of which he was the- author, was peculiarly 
open. to. their reception, we mall not incline to accufe of credulity thefe ancient hiftorians who aflign the 
temped as the caufe of this fudden accommodation. The inconfiftency of Voltaire, too, is here forcibly 
linking, fince any one converfant in his works may recur to various paflages, in which he afcribes the moft 
important effects to caufes the moft trifling ; in his hiftory of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth (chap. 22* 
p. 243) he afcribes the.peace with England (in 1712.) to the caprice of the duchefs of Marlborough. On 
which oecafion, he fays, tc un petit caufe produit des tres grands changemens." And again, fpcaking ot 
the circumftance which induced marefchal Villars to attack prince Eugene at Denain, (ibid. p. 253) * lc 
remarks, that it ferves to prove, " par quelles fecrets et faibles rcfforts les grandcs affaires de ce mondc font 
f ' fopvent dirigees," 




! 



i > 



/a/ie.Cott/ttf/} of \lfo/iffort in cem/j/etc ylrmeur 



/V/Anf." jPttMijfb'tf (v J«f Stewart &" (V . 1At/\ JO ™ J JO? 



I j60.] . JOHN THE SECOND. t£j: 

liberty after the firffc payment, and the reftitution of Rochelle and the county 

of Guines, on delivering, as hoftages to Edward^ his Ton Philip ; the counts 
of Eu, Longueville, Ponthieu, Tankerville, Joigny, Sancerre, Dammartin, 
Ventadour, Sallebruch, Ancasurs, and Vendome, with the lords of *lGraon> 

Derval, Odenham, and Aubigny ; who had all been, made prifoners at the bat- 
tle of Poiftiers ; — likewife his two fons, Lewis, count of Anjou, and Jphn, 
count of Poitiers ; his brother, Philip duke of Orleans ; the duke of Bourbon ;~ 
the counts of Blois, or of Alencon, or their brothers ; the. counts of. Saint Paul, 
Harcourt, Portien, Valentinois, Brenne, Vaudemont, and Forez ; the vifcount 
of Beaumont ; the lords of .Coucy, Fiennes, Preaux, Saint Venant and Garen- 
cieres ; the dauphin of Auvergne; with the lords of Hangueft, Montmorency, 
Craon, Harcourt, and I^igny. Befides thefe noblemen, it was agreed, by the 
eighteenth article, , that John, three months after he had recovered his liberty, 
fhould deliver, as hoftages, forty-two citizens, that is, four citizens of Paris, 
and two frompach of the following towns — Rouen, Saint Omer, Arras, x\miens, 
Beauvais, Lille, Douay, Tournay, Rheims, Chalons, Troyes, Chartres, Tou- 
loufe, Lyons, Orleans, Compiegne, Caen, Tours, and the Bourges. In return 
for thefe important conceflions, Edward agreed to refignhis claim to the French 
crown, and to the provinces of Normandy, Maine, Touraine and Anjou, which 
had been poflefled by his anceftors, as well as to the fovereignty of Brittany. 
By the thirty-fecond article, John renounced his alliance with the Scots, and 
Edward diflblved his confederacy with the: Flemings . By the twenty-firft it was 

ftipulated, that the difpntes relative to the fucceffion of Brittany, between the 1 

houfes of Blois and Mountfort, fhould be left to the decifion of arbiters, to be 
appointed by the two kings j but, fhould every attempt to promote an amicable 

termination- of them fail, either party was left at liberty to eftablifh his claims 
as he could,, and his friends were allowed to aflift him"*-. By the twelfth article 
of the treaty, it was fettled, that the two kings fhould agree between themielves 
on the time and place for making their reciprocal renunciations. -I. ■ 

Six Englifh knights, deputed by Edward and the prince of Wales/ repaired 
to Paris the day after the conclufion of the treafryt, to procure the regent's ra- 
tification of it. That prince fent for the provoft of the merchants, and . the 
principal citizens of Paris, in <vhofe prefence he ordered . all the articles of peace 
to be read by John Defmares ; after which William derTVJelun, archbifhop of 
Sens, celebrated mafs, in the hotel de Sens, where, the regent refided. During 
the celebration, the prince left his oratory ; aridj walking up tothe altar, placed 
one hand on the miffal, and the other on the holy facrament, and fwore, in pre- 
fence of the Englifh knights, to obferve, inviolably, all the Conditions of the 
treaty. As foon as he* had taken the oath, an officer .opened one of the win- 
dows of the duke's apartment, and announced the news of the peace to thepeo* 

■ 

Rymcr, vol, vi. p. 178. Froiffard, 1. i. c. 2 12. + Chron. MS, du roi Jean* 
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pie, who were, aflemble'd in the court-yard.. The regent then went to the ca- 
thedral to return thanks to God- for the reftoration of tranquillity. 

.The printe of Wales took a fimilar oath, in the cathedral at Louvres, in pre- 
sence 'of 'fix. deputies from,th t e regent. After the treaty had received this con- 
firmation, Edward and his fon returned to England. On the eighth of July 

the king of France was. brought over to Calais, whither Edward, alfo, foon af- 
ter repaired ; and there both princes folemnly ratified the treaty, on the twen- 
ty-fourth of October. Next day, John fet out for Boulogne, and Edward ac- 
companied him to the diftance of a mile from Calais, where they parted with 

the moft cordial profeflions of mutual amity and efteem. The regent had, in the 
ijiean time, begun: to levy the fubfidies which had been^ granted for paying the 
king's- ranfom. The city of Paris fupplied eight thoufand florins of gold for its 
part of the fir ft payment, and opened a loan for one hundred thoufand nobles, 
which was filled by the nobility, clergy, and opulent citizens. 

The fame; day on which the treaty of Bretigny was confirmed at Calais, an 
accommodation was concluded, through the mediation of Edward, with the 
king of Navarre, in confequence of which John granted a general amnefty, as 
well to. Charles the Bad, as to all his adherents. * The king of Navarre was al- 
lowed the privilege of naming three hundred of his partifans, to whom particu- 
lar letters of grace, were to be accorded by the French chancery, including a 
pardon for every fpecies of crime*. The firfl on his lift was Robert le Goq, 
biftiop of Laon, a. prelate who merited the levereft punifhment which the offen- 
ded laws of his country could inflift ; though John had confented to pardon him, 
lie very properly infifted that his kingdom, fhould no longer be fubject to the 
intrigues of fuch a turbulent prieft; Le Coq, therefore, retired into Spain, 
where he was promoted to the biftiopric of Calahorra. Charles the Bad enga- 
ged to fwear fealty to the king, on condition of receiving twelve perfons of 
different diftindtton, as hoftages for his fafety. The places occupied by the 
Englifti, in the dominions of the king of Navarre, were to be reftored, and, it 
any one fhould wage war againft that monarch, John promifed to obferve a 
a ftrift neutrality. All the articles, agreed upon by the duke of Normandy 
and queen Blanche, were confirmed by the prefent treaty, which was ratified 
by the oaths of Edward and John, in the prefence of the duke of Orleans, the 
biftiop of Terquane, the count of Tancarville, and the other plenipotentiaries 
of the French monarch, and of Philip of Navarre, the biftiop of Avranches, 
the captal de Buche, and the lord of Pecquigny, who attended on the part of 
Charles the Bad. 

After a captivity of four years, John once more entered his capital, on the 
thirteenth, of December. On this occafion, the Parifians feemed to have for- 

* Afts MS. concernant le Traite de Bretigny, £ la Biblothique du roi. Rymer. Mem de Litt. pour 

fervir a l'Hift. de Charles le Mauyais, par Mt Secoufle, Trefor des Chartres lay.iv, de Navarra. Charo- 
"bre des Comptes Mem, D. 
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gotten their paft misfortunes ; the prefencc of their fovereign erafed them from 

their memory. The ftreets and fquares, through which he paffed, were hung 
with tapeftry, while the people were regaled with wine that flowed from nu- 
merous fountains. Before he re-affumed the reins of government, he confir- 
med all the a£fcs of fbvereignty performed by the regent during his abfen ce from 

the kingdom*. This confirmation, which was then deemed jndifpenfably nece£ 

fary, (hews the material difference there was between a regency adminiftered 
during the abfence or ilinefs of the fovereign and that which takes place during 
a minority. In the laft cafe, the ratification of the prince, when he comes of 

age, is not deemed necelfary ; becaufe, being called to the goviernment of the 
ftate by the laws of the realm, thofe fame laws are fuppoled to confirm every 

aft of power which he* performs in conference of the authority delejgated to 
him. 

The mifery to which the people were reduced by the war, and by inteftine 
commotions, rendered the execution of the articles of peace extremely burden- 
fome ; it was fcarcely poffible to procure money for the payment of the king's 
ranfom. The pope had granted two tenths of the revenues of the clergy ; mod 
of the large towns had taxed themfelves ; many of the adminiftrators of the fi- 
nances had been feized and imprifoned with a view to extort money from them ; 
and, in (hort, neceffity had impelled the adoption of almoft every expedient 

that could be thought of. The adulteration of the coin was the only refource 
left unemployed at this jun&ure, when it would have been more excufable thaii 
at any other period. It will, doubtlefs, appear Arrange, that, fo far from having 
recourfetothis expedient, a new coinage wasiffued, in weight and purity fupe- 
rior to the laftt ; but the tenths and other imports were to be paid with this mo- 
ney ; and the king of England would probably have refufed it for the ranfom, 

had it been reduced below the proper ftandard. 

The Jews thought this was a favourable opportunity to procure tlieir recal* 
Exiled and proscribed in the preceding reigns, and even labouring under a 
fimilar difgrace fxnee the apceflion of the prefent monarch^ their refidence in 
the kingdom had rather been connived at than tolerated. During the king's 
captivity they had made feveral propofals to the regent, who evinced a difpofi- 
tion to grant them a favour which they offered to purchafe at a very high price. 
Soon after his releafe, John publiihed a declaration, by which he permittedthem 
to return, and to remain in the kingdom for twenty years§. Letters were an- 
nexed to the .declaration, committing, the care and confervatlon of their privi- 
leges to the count d'Etampes, a prince of the blood, of the branch of Evreux. 
Befides the futh which this perfecuted people—who, though gerierally^cpnfider r 
fid as outcafts of fociety, exert their induftry with fuceefs in the actiuifitibh of 

• * Du fillet, Recueil des rois de France, Annot. . Rcgift. du Parlero. . Cot& A. ibl. $u G. des^Ctiaifc 
^ m 'defol. 14. . Ordonnances des rois de France., * jv 

, t Chron. MS. du roi Jean. % Recueii des Or&onrianccs, '§ Trcfor des Char.'reg. 89; 
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wealth — -advanced for the pcrmiffion to return, every m after of a family paid 
twelve Florentine florins of gold on his entrance into the kingdom, and fix flo- 
rins yearly for the liberty of refiding there ; and a general poll-tax was alfo le- 
vied on them of one florin per head. The king, thinking it neceffary to put 
fome check on their avarice, and to moderate the exorbitant intereft which they 
exafted from his fubje&s, they were forbidden, in future, to take more than 
four deniers per livre, per week ; . fuch flagrant ufury (by which the intereft 
would, in fourteen months, amount to as much as the principal) author ifed by 
an edidl from the throne, affords a ftrong proof of the wretched ftate to which the 
kingdom was, at this period, reduced. 

* Six times had the Jews been banifhed the kingdom; and, under Charles the 
Sixth, a feventh fentence of banifhment was iffued againft them ; they ftill, how- 
ever, continued to be privately tolerated, though fubjeft to inceflant perfec- 
tions, till the year 16 15*, when they were finally and abfolutelyprofcribed by Lew- 
is the Thirteenth. The Jews of Metz were alone excepted from the general 
profcription. It appears to have been a matter of doubt whether this people 
were moft ufeful or moll dangerous to the nation. Their ufurious exaftions 
were, in fome meafure, counterbalanced by their fkill in the management of 
commerical affairs. The French, at this time, wholly neglefted trade, and eve- 
ry occupation which called for exertions of induftry ; while they encouraged a 
tafiefor awkward luxury, and unrefined diflipation. The Jews enabled them to 
gratify this tafte : by fupplying them with money ; and, by thus adminiftering to 
their paffions, accelerated their ruin.. Every thing relating to the finances was 
imperfe&ly underftood in France, which afforded an opportunity to the Jews, 
who were fkilful calculators, and could, in an inftant, perceive the advantages 
to be derived from any propofal to purchafe the revenues of the crown, to ac- 
quire great and rapid fortunes. They were the only bankers and money-lenders 
in .the kingdom, till the Lombards came to partake with them thofe lucrative 
profefiions. But as trade, encreafed this defcription of perfons encreafed in 
proportion, and every country in Europe now abounds with , native ufurers, 
equally rapacious and more dangerous than the unfortunate Jews. 

.The king, immediately after his return, began to take proper meafures for 
fulfilling the. obligations he had recently contracted.. His minifters, vvhofe fen- 
timents of honour were lefs refined than his own, ftrenuoufly urged him to elude 
the execution of a treaty fo difadvantageous to France. But John replied 

that though honour and good faith were banifhed from every other place, 
" they ought always to find an afylum in the bofom of princes a fentiment 
which fhow^d him worthy his elevated ftation, and which ought to be engraven 
-in indelible charafters, on every throne ! Many of the French governors, how- 
ever ^ ftill refufed, in oppofition to the orders of their fovercign, to evacuate 
the places entnifted to their command. The affection of the people for their 

\ing, which had long lain dormant, now burft forth with renovated vigour j 
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the inhabitants of the provinces, ceded by the late treaty, and particularly the 
heads of many illuftrious families, long refilled to acknowledge the authority of 
the Englifli monarch ; and the mo ft urgent felicitations and remonftrances of 
John were neceflary to perfuade them to facrifice their private inclinations to the 

public tranquillity. 

It was at this time that John beftowed the hand of his daughter on Ifabella 
on John Galeas Vifconti, fon to the duke of Milan ; the princefs received as a 
dower the county of Sommieres in Languedoc, with an annuity of three thou* 
fend livres* ; the former was afterwards exchanged by Galeas for the county of 
Vertus, this is all we know, from authentic records, of the circuniftances of 
this marriage, which feveral hiftorians have neverthelefs prefumed to afcribe to 
motives of avarice in the king, who bartered, they fay, the hand of his daugh- 
ter for a fum of money, which he wanted to discharge a part of his ranfom. 
But aflertions of this nature, unfupported by proof, rauft be rejected as calum- 
nies, and the whole tenor of John's conduit ferves to exculpate him from an 
imputation of fo hienous a nature. 

A. D. 1361.J But, while the king was careful to fulfil to the utmoft the terms 
of the treaty of Bretigny, Edward is accufed, by the French hiftorians, of ne- 
glecting to enforce the pofitive orders he had given to his governors, to reftore 
the places of which they were in pofTeffiont ; the ceffion of which, they aver, 
John was compelled to purchafe, at the expenfe of two millions of livers. Be 
that as it may, he at length obtained them. The kingdom, however, far from 
having recovered that tranquillity which it was expected the treaty would pro- 
duce, was now expofed to more ferious calamities than during the war with 
England. The many military adventurers who had followed the ftandard of 
Edward, being difperfed in the feveral provinces, and pofTefTed of ftrong holds, 
refufed to lay down, their arms, or relinquifh a courfe of life, to which they 
were now accuftomed, and by which alone they could gain a lubfiftencet. They 
aflbciated themfelves with the banditti, who were already enured to the habits 
of rapine and violence ; and who, as we before have had occafion to obferve, 
affumed the name of the companies and companions, and became a terror to all 

the peaceable inhabitants. 

Thefe new enemies firft entered Champagne and Burgundy, where they were 
•guilty of the moft cruel excefTes. They feized the cattle of Genville, whicfi 
•they gave up, on receiving a hundred thoufand livers, after they had ravaged 
the environs of Verdun, Toul, and Langres, and levied contributions on the 
inhabitants. Befancon, Dijon, and Beaune, experienced a fimilar treatment; 
and their numbers having increafed to fixteen thoufand, they refolved to 

fc * Trefor des Chartres. + Du Tillet. % We purpofely fortjear to notice the other accufations preferred 
againft Edward, by Villaret and his predeceffors, with regard to the non-accompli(hment of the obliga- 
tions he hadcontra&ed by the treaty of Bretigny ; as we fhall haYe occafion, in the reign of Charles the 

Wife to enter into a full difcuffion thereof, ~ 
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fome enterprife 



fee 



them to bend their courfe towards the city of Avignon ; directing their march 

through the Maconnois and the Comtat. Thefe provinces, being expofed to the 
moft dreadful depredations, addrefTed their complaints to, the king's council; 
and France was threatened with a general defolation, unlefs the progrefs of this 
banditti was fpeedily checked. 

But the difficulty of finding money and troops threw the government into the 
utmoft confternatidn. On this emergency the king had recourfeto James of Bur- 
bon, who was employed in furrendering to lord Chandos, whom Edward had 
appointed his lieutenant, the different places that were to be reftored to Eng- 
land. This nobleman was highly efteemed by his countrymen fpr the many 
amiable qualities he polfelfed ; fo that he had no fooner fignified the orders he 
had received from the king, than all the gentlemen of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces flocked to his ftandard. Followed by this chofen band he marched 
thi'pugh the Lyonnois to the province of Foreft, the count of which, who was 
recently dead, had married his fitter. Being joined by his nephews, and his 
army daily increafing, he haftened foward in purfuit of the enemy, who were 
then employed in ravaging the environs of Chalons-upon-Saone. The compa* 
nies , being apprifed of the approach of the French, called a council to decide 
on the propriety of waiting for them; and, having counted their troops, which 
were found to amount to fixteen thoufand men, they determined to rilk an 
aftion. " If fortune favours us," faid they, (C we {hall all be enriched for along 



fhall 



we 



•if we 



<c are beaten, we. know the worft." 

As fopn as they had taken this refolution, they advanced to meet the French 
£.rmy . Quitting the Maconnois, and traverfing a part of the provinces of Foreft 
and the Beaujplois*, which they laid wafte ; they reduced the caftle of Brig- 
nais, in the Lyonnois, fituated on the fmall river pf that name, about three 
leagues from the Rhone. When Tame: 



them battle. Thefe 



pofed chiefly of veteran foldiers, and experienced leaders, had taken poll on a 
hill, at the foot of which, though ftrongly fortified by nature, they had thrown 
up fome entrenchments that confiderably encreafed the difficulty of-approach- 
ing it, They had alfb reqourfe to a ftratagem, by concealing their beffc? 



their ftrength. This 



im 



j 



men 



— •) . 

all badly armed. In confe 



guence of this falfe report it was refolved to force their* in tr en chmen is 
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attack was conduced with fpirit, but the French had no fooner furmounted the 
difficulties that prefented themfelves at the foot of the hill, than the troops that 

were concealed behind it rufhed forward, and, in a fliprt time, threw them into 
confufion; the viftory was complete; mod of the noblemen, in the French 
army were either killed, taken or wounded; among the laft was James of 
Bourbon, who died of his wounds, three days after the a&ion ; his fon, Peter 
of Bourbon, did not long furvive him; and his nephew, the young count of 
Foreft, alfo loft his life. Regnaut de Forez, paternal uncle to the count; the 
count of Ufez, Robert de Beaujeu, and Lewis de Chalons, were made pri- 
foners. Such was the event of the battle of Brignais, the lofs of which was 
more fenfibly felt at this calamitous period, than it would have been at any 
other time. 

After the vi&ory, the companies continued to pillage, and ranfome the pro- 
vinces of Lyons, Foreft, and Beaujolois. One part of them, under the con- 
duct of Seguin de Badefol, a gentleman of Navarre, took pofleffion of the 
fortrefs of Ence, about a league from Lyons ; while the reft, having appointed 
a leader, who ftiled himfelf the friend of God, and the enemy of the whole 
world \ renewed their firft defign of paying a vilit to the pope and cardinals. 
They took by furprife the town of Pont-Saint-Efprit, which they pillaged, 
after maffacring the greater part of the inhabitants, and committing the moft 
dreadful 'diforders. From this place they carried their incurfions to the gates 
of Avignon, laying wafte all the intermediate country. 

When the news of the defeat at Brignais was received in France, a numerous 
band of adventurers, of different nations, the refufe of Edward's army, evacu- 
ated the towns they had hitherto refufed to furrender, and haftened to join the 
companies. The reduction of Avignon, and the pillage of the whole country 
of Provence, were the objefts they had in view. Thele banditti, ftimulated 
by the hopes of plunder, and familiarifed with every fpecies of crime, commit- 
ted the moft horrid diforders. They raviflied the women, whether young or 
old, without diftin&ion of age or condition, while they maflacred the men and 
children; — their fury knew no bounds. Houfes and churches were levelled 
with the ground, and fuch of their contents as could not be carried away, 
were configned to the flames. An emulation in vice prevailed among them ; 
and the moft cruel and moft impious were holden in the higheft eftimation. 

The pope and his court were thrown in the greateft confirmation ; in vain 
had his holinefs recourfe to his fpiritual arms ; the thunders of the church 
were of little avail with men who had fet all kind of religion at defiance. A 
crufade was preached, and abfolution promifed by the pope to all who would* 
take up arms in his defence. The cardinal of Ofbia was appointed chief of the 
crufaders,^ and Carpentras was fixed upon as the place of rendezvous ; where 
iuch as wifhed to fave their fouls, by obtaining a general remiflion of their fins, 

^paired to enlift under the banners of the holy fee, But the zeal of new cru- 
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faders fpeedily abated when they found that the cardinal could only pay them 
with indulgences : moil: of them returned home, fome went into Lombardy, 
and not a few joined the companies. 

Innocent and the prelates of his court were at a lofs how to avert the florin 
that threatened them, when the marquis of Montferrat offered, for the payment 
of a confiderable fum, to draw off the objetts of their fears into Italy, where he 
was engaged in a war with the duke of Milan. He accordingly negociated an ac- 
commodation with the companies, who agreed to follow him, on condition of 
receiving fixty thoufand florins, and abjolution for their fins, which the pope 
mod t cheerfully granted. The marquis found them. of great fervice to him, 
in the reduction of feveral towns and fortreffes which he took from the enemy, 

But, though the departure of thefe adventurers afforded fome confolation to 
the French, there ftill remained fufficient to harafs the kingdom with their 
depredations*? Seguin de Badfol, after he had laid wafte the Lyonnqis, 
entered Auvergne, where \\o took Brionde, which he retained upwards of a 
year, during which, he ravaged the circumjacent country, nor could he be induced 
to evacuate it, till he had been paid the fum of one hundred thoufand florins, 
Loaded w r ith the fpoils of the kingdom, this leader of banditti, retired into 
Guienne with immenfe riches. On his evacuation of Brionde, he had engaged 
never more to bear arms againft France; byit the king of Navarre, who was 
now forming new projects of hoftility, endeavoured, foon after, to allure him 
into his fervice, by offering to give him a confiderable property in land. 
Tempted by his offers, Seguin confented to the propofals of Charles the Bad ; 
the only difficulty that occurred between them was this — the king infifted that 
the lands he meant to confer on him fhould be in Normandy, and the other 
would have them in Navarre. But, as both of them were obftinate, this diffi- 
culty could nqt be furmounted; and, as Seguin was acquainted with the fecret 
intention of Charles, that prince determined to get red of him. When lie had 
adopted this refolution, he invited him to dinner, having previoufly taken the 
precaution to order one of his fervants to place before him a difti of preferved 
oranges and pears: Charles himfelf prefented the fruit to SeguXi, and boafted 
of its excellence; but he had not: long tafled them when he fell from his feat, 
and was feized with the moft excrutiating pains. The king of Navarre, without 
any appearance of confufion, coolly ordered him to be carried home, where 
he died in a few days. 

The attempts to reconcile the rival houfes of Montfort and Blois, by pro 
pofing a divifion of the duchy of Brittany, had proved unfuccefsful : and war 
was on the point of breaking out, with renovated vigour, when the humane and 
friendly interference of the duke of Lancafter produced a truce, which was 
afterwards prolonged till Michaelmas, 1363. Had that nobleman lived, a final 

* Hift. dc France du P. Daniel. Proces M. dq roi de Navarre. 
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accommodation might, perhaps, have been effe&ed; but he was unfortunately- 
taken off, foon after the peace of Bretigny, by a dreadful peftilence which pre- 
vailed in London ; his death was univerfally lamented by the people, who juftly 
paid him that tribute of refpeft and efteem which his numerous virtues fo 
richly deferved. 

Some time after his return from England, the king invited the celebrated 
Bertrancl du Guefclin, a knight of Brittany, to enter his fervice, and Bertrand 
accepted his invitation, andfpoketo him with that franknefs and candour which 
he difplayed on all occafions. " Sire," faid he, " war is my profeflion ; I have 
u obtained the friendfhip of many brave and worthy knights, my countrymen j 
" if you will enable me to maintain them, they will do you loyal fervice/' "I 
u defire no other teftimony of their valour than your own," replied the king; 
" I give you the command of an hundred lances, by which means you will 
u have it in your power to provide for them*." Du Guefclin compofed his 
company of gentlemen of Brittany, mofl of them his relations or friends, and 
all men of valour: they accompanied him in every expedition. 

Several adventurers from Brittany, expefting the fame honours as thofe confer- 
red on du Guefclin, entered France, and committed depredations on Poitou, An- 
jou, and other provinces. The government refufed to remedy thefe diforders, 
and feemed to encourage them. When the citizens of Paris complained to the 
council, that thefe depredations extended even to the gates of the capital, they 
were forbidden to interfere, and told to conduft their own affairs as well as they 



could. 

happinefs of the people. 



feemed to conipire againft 



A variety of taxes had been impofed, more burdenfome to the people than 
profitable to the ftate. The want of Amplification in the mode of collefting 
them gave rife to heavy expences ; to avoid which the king abolifhed them all, 
and fubftituted in their place a tax of twelve deneirs per livre on all merchan- 
dife; a duty upon fait, of one-fifth of its price; and one on wines and other 
iiquors of a thirteenth. Thefe taxes were farmed out to the Jews and Lom- 
bards. The king revoked all the grants of crown-lands, made lince the reign of 
Philip the Fair, x except the appanages of the princes of the blood, and the 
donations to the church. • 

While the French were lamenting the difmemberment of their empire, by 
the lofs of thofe provinces that were ceded by the treaty of Bretigny, their 
hopes were fuddenly revived by the unexpe&ed acquisition of Burgundy. The 
young duke of Burgundy, Philip de Rouvre, died in the Ipring of 1 361, in- his 
fixteenth year. He was one of- the hoftages delivered to Edward, who had 
permitted him to return to France. He had efpoufed Margaret, daughter and 
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T Each lance, or man at arms, was attended by three archers, a cotitilltW, and a page : a company of a 
t_ _ „ hundred lances compofed fix hundred men, Villaret* 
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heirefs to Lewis, count off Flanders ; but the tender age of both parties had 
hitherto prevented the confummation of the marriage. 

This prince was fon to Philip of Burgundy, who was killed at the liege of 
Aiguillon, in 13 16; and whofe widow, Jane of Burgundy, married king John, 
Eudes, duke of Burgundy, grandfather to Philip de Rouvre, furvived his fou 
three years. Eudes had acquired, by his marriage with Jane of France, the 
counties of Artois and Burgundy, and the lordfhip of SalinSr His fon Philip 
married Jane of Boulogne, heirefs to William the Third, count of Boulogne 
and Auvergne. By thefe marriages, Philip de Rouvre inherited the firft fu C - 
ceffion in Europe, in point of opulence and extent, after the fovereign princes. 
In him ended the firft royal branch of Burgundy. 

Philip, on his return from England, had made a will, by which he divided 
the fuccefllon of his domains into three parts. Boulogne and Auvergne were 
bequeathed to John of Boulogne, uncle to queen Jane, the young duke's, 
mother; Burgundy and Artois devolved to Margaret of Flanders; and the 
duchy of Burgundy, reverted to king John. But for the will left by Philip, 
the king of France's right might have been contefted by the king of Navarre, 
.whofe grandmother, Margaret of Burgundy, was filler to Eudes, and the elder 
lifter too j but to this pretention John oppofed the advantage he had over the 
king of Navarre, of a degree of proximity, as hufband to Jane of Burgundy. 
The king took poffeffion of Burgundy, in virtue of his right of proximity, as 
he declared in the letters by which he re-annexed that province to the crown*. 
In thofe letters, he enjoined his fon and fucceftbrs never more to detach from 
the * royal domains the provinces of Touloufe, Champagne, Brie, and Nor- 
mandy. 

The king of Navarre did not fail to advance his claims, as being related to 
Philip de Rouvre ; and he fent deputies to demand juftice from the king, who of- 
fered to refer the decifion of the matter to the pope. Charles the Bad wifhed to 
open a negociation, in the hope of embarrafling the court, and of procuring fome 
compenfation ; but all his meafures proved fruitlefs. Finding that there was no 
pofpeft of fuccefs, he was obliged to defift; and this pretended refufal to do 
him juftice afterwards, ferved as. a pretext to juftify a war w 7 hich, even now, he 

was fecretly preparing. 

A. D. 136.2.3 Immediately after the re-annexation of Burgundy, the king 
repaired thither in perfon, in order to take polTeffion of the province. He next 
repaired to Avignon, to perfuade the pope to oppofe the projected marriage of 
Edmund, earl of Cambridge, fon to the king of England, with Margaret of 
Flanders, widow to Philip de Rouvre, by which Edward would have acquired 
a farther extenfion of territory in the vicinity of France. In accomplifhing 
this objeft, John difplayed a degree of political prudence which he feldoiu 

+ 

f Chambres des Com, Mem.. D, fol. 40, Rccueil des Ordon. torn. iv. p. ziu 
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exerted; but, feduced by the example of the king of Cyprus, he received the 

crofs from the fovereign pontiff, and engaged in two years, to march to the 
relief of the chriftians in Paleftine ; a projed which would have effe&ually com- 
pleted the ruin of his kingdom. 

A. D. 1363.] Edward, in the mean time, finding his new fubj efts on the 
continent ftill averfe to the Englifh government, placed them under the imme- 
diate command of the prince of Wales. The prince had lately married, by 
virtue of papal difpenfation, his coufin Jane, daughter and fole heirefs of Ed- 
mund Plantagenet, earl of Kent : when his father had conveyed to him the 
county of Poitou, with all the provinces in his pofleffion, from thence to the 
Pyrenees; Edward, now further inverted him with the dignity of prince of 
Aquitaine, accompanied by a grant of part of Gafcony, and of all other ter- 
ritories which he enjoyed in France, fubjedt to feudal homage, and an annual 
tribute of an ounce of gold. 

The prince of Wales fixed his refidence at Bourdeaux, where he arrived in 
February, 1363. The nobles of that country immediately took the oath of 

fealty ; and, by an equitable adminiftr^tion, he conciliated the affe&ions of the 
people. 

The dukes of Orleans, *\njou, Berry, and Bourbon, who had been delivered 
ashoftages to Edward, gave him to underftand, that, if removed to Calais, they 
might be able to defeat thofe obftru&ions which delayed the furrender of cer- 
tain places, that had been ceded by the treaty of Bretigny. The king of Eng- . 
land exafted from them fuch terms as he thought would promote the obje<ffc 
which they had engaged to accomplith. He promifed to releafe them entirely, 
on condition, that, before the firft of November, he fhould receive two hun- 
dred thoufand florins, together with the territory of Belleville, and the county 
of Gaurre ; that, in the mean time, the princes fhould deliver to him, as a 
pledge, certain caftles, with all the eftates pofTefled by the duke of Orleans, in 
Poitou and Xaintonge, and the diftrift of Beaurayn, in Ponthieu ; and that, in 
cafe they fhould fail to procure the furrender of Belleville and Gaure, they 
fhould return to London, but the lands given as a pledge fhould remain to Ed- 
ward. The princes complying with thefe terms, were conveyed to Calais. 

This convention had been ligned during John's refidence at Avignon. He 
confirmed it, but fent it to the dauphin, whom he had appointed his lieutenant 
during his abfence. That prince, having taken the advice of the prelates, 
nobles, and members of his council, reprefented to his father, that it was im- _ 
poffible to accept a treaty fo prejudicial to France, with the only view of pro- 
curing the liberation of the princes, who ought already to have been releafed. 
This refufal prevented the princes from complying with the terms of the con- 
vention. The duke of Anjou broke his parole, and efcaped to Paris. 

When the. king was informed of his fon's conduft, he reproved him, and 
refolved to repair to England in perfon, to concert meafures with Edward for 
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the accomplifhing of the treaty, * In vain did his mhiifters reprefent to him the 
danger and imprudence of fuch a ftep* ; he remained fteady to his purpoie. At 
this jun&ure, John inverted his fon Philip with the duchy and county of Bur- 
gun dy . ' 

The king, after he had put Philip m pofTefli'on of his new appanage, repaired 
to Amiens, where he had convened an. aflemble of the ftates general of the Lan- 
gue d'Oyl, as well for the purpofe of regulating the mode of colle&ing the im- 
port:, that had been granted for the payment of his ranfom, as for the abolition 
of various abufes that had crept into the kingdom, during the late calamitiest. 
All princes, noblemen,, towns, and communities were forbidden to levy, in 
future* any arbitrary tolls or duties, on goods and merchandife palling through 
their refpettive territories.. This prohibition had become highly necertary, fince 
all internal commerce was nearly deftroyed, from the goods being liable to be 
flopped at every town, and at every bridge. As the king of Navarre was evi- 
dently preparing for hoftilities, all private wars were forbidden throughout the 
- kingdom.- Soon after the prorogation of the ftates, John repaired to London, 
where he arrived about Chriftmas, 1363, and was received by Edward, and 
the nobility of England, with all the refpeft that was due to his rank and 

char after- 

But, though the motive which induced the king to quit his dominions was 
highly laudable, yet his prefence was never more necertary than at this period. 
He had been long apprifed of the hoftile defign. of Charles the Bad. The captal 
de Buche, on whom the king of Navarre had conferred the title of his lieute- 
nant, had engaged feveral of the companies in his fervice, entered Touraine, 
and directed his courfe towards Normandy. Hisoflicers publicly boafted that they 
were going to wage war with the king of France The companies, which were left 
inLanguedoc, hoifted the ftandard of Navarre, and commenced hoftilities in the 
name of Charles the Bad., The irruption wa,s fufpended by the illnefs of the 
captal, during which, a part of his troops difkandedj. but. the king of Navarre 
purfued his plans with unremitting .vigour. 

. A. D. 1364.]: The duke of Normandy, who adted as lieutenant-general of 
the kingdom in the abfence of his father, did not behold with tranquillity the 
motions of Charles. He fent John de Chalons, count of Auxerre, and Bertrand 
du Guefclin, to attack the places belonging to the king of Navarre in Nor- 
mandy! . Du Guefclin took the town of Mantes by ftratagem, laid fiege to the 

, ** Charles, at the time of making this obfervatibn, muft have known it to be founded on falfehood, 

fince it was exprefsly ftipulated that the hoftages ihould remain in England, till all the art kit s of the treaty 
had been fulfilled; it being even provided, that, in cafe any of them fliould die y or efcape, others (houlct 
be fent to replace them. And, it is certain,, that but a fmall portion of the ranfom had yet been paid; 
and alfo, as it appears from this very convention, that all the places agreed to be ceded had not yet been 
Surrendered. 

i liefer des Chartres, reg. gr, pie'ee 1 30. Reg, et du Parlem. fol. 53. Receuil des Ordinances* 

t. iii, p. 646, % Froiffard, SpiciU. Cont t .de Nang. Chron, MS.. 
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aflault. Meulan being taken fbon after 



of the Seine, below Paris, was fecured. 
On the eighth of April, 1364, the da 



k Mantes, 
age*, and 



his 



John died, at London, m the 
fifteenth of his reign. 

John, at the commencement of 
tive; the fplendour of his power feems for a while to have dazzled his judg- 
ment ; and his father had fet him examples of cruelty and injuflke which he 
was but too ready to follow. His difpofition experienced a moft falutary change ; 
and, during the latter years of his reign, he was meek, humble, and humane. 
His virtues flione forth in all their native Inftre ; generous, frank, liberal, and 
pious ; heroically brave ; inviolably faithful to his word ; conftant in his attach-* 
ment ; the friend, in fhort, of honour, truth, and juftice. His conduft met its 



affe&ion of his fubietts* and the efteem and 



enemies 



theEnglifti. The 



John was celebrated with great fplendour 



thofe of his predeceflbrs, in the abbey of St. Denis. John had, by his firffc 
wife, Bonne of Bohemia, four fons and four daughters ; Charles, Who fucceeded 
him in the throne; Lewis, duke of Anjou; John, duke of Berry; Philip, duke 
of Burgundy ; Jane, queen of Navarre ; Mary, duchefs of 
of Galeas Vifconti ; and Margaret, a nun at Poifly. 

John was fond of literature, and extended his proteftion and bounty to its 
profeflbrst. * He had caufed a great part of the Bible and feveral other pious 
works, to be tranflated into French. The firft tranflation 



and 



Cosfar 
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A. D. 1364.] BEFORE we enter on the events of the prefent reign, it 

anay not be amifs to take a flight view of the political and civil government of 
the kingdom. The principal ftrength of the French armies confifted in their 
•cavalry. Every foldier, by profeflion, fought on horfeback. The knights were 

? Father Anfckm, Villaret* + Mera, de Litt, voir 17..* 
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•held in tlie higheft efteem : befides all pofls in the army, and in adminiftration 
they held the principal places in the courts of law. Every poflible honour 
was paid them ; all games, plays, and feflivals, had fome relation to their infti- 
tution. Their privileges were innumerable, nor could they be degraded from 
their dignity, unlefs for fome aft of infamy.. Even a knight who had taken holy 



orders was permitted to marry. 
The 



The feu- 



.1 



dal ftate confifted of perpetual war, rapine, and anarchy. Til 
armed were continually expofed to infults or injuries. The power of the fove- 
reign was too limited to prevent thefe wrongs-; and the adminiftration of jut 
tice was too feeble to redrefs them. There was almoft no protection againfi: vio- 
lence and oppreffion, but what the valour .and generofity of individuals affor 
ded. The fpirit of enterprife which prompted fo many gentlemen to take arms 
in defence of the oppreffed pilgrims inPaleftine, incited others to declare them- 
felves the patrons and avengers of injured innocence at home.. When the final 
reduftion of the Holy Land, under the dominion of infidels, put an end to thefe 
foreign expeditions, the latter was the only employment left for the activity and 
courage of adventurers. To check the infolence of overgrown opprefTors; to 
fuccour the diftrefTed ; to refcue the helplefs from captivity j to proteft, or to 
avenge women, orphans, and ecclefiaftics, who could not bear arms in their own 
defence ; to redrefs wrongs, and to remove grievances ; were deemed afts of 
the highefl prowefs and merit. Valour, humanity, courtefy, juftice, and honour, 
were the chara&eriftic' qualities of chivalry. To thefe were added religion, 
which mingled itfelf with every paffion and infritution during the middle ages ; 
and, by infufinga large proportion of enthufiaftic ze^l, carried them to romantic 
excefs. ' Men w£re trained to knighthood by a long previous dilcipline ; they 
were admitted into the order by folemnities devout and pompous ; every perfon 
of noble birth courted that honour ; it was deemed a diftinftion fuperior to 
royalty ; and monarchs were proud to receive it from the hands of private gen- 
tlemen*. % ' 

■ 

The faults of knights were punifhed with greater feverity than thofe of other 
men. If they chanced to become the objefrs of judicial reprehenfion, more 
heavy fines were impofed on them than on fimple efquires. Their military 
fervices were doublet. Ever in a&ion, their lives feemed to be one continual 
combat ; they engaged in any enterprife either ufeful or honourable ; and the 
opportunities that occurred for fignalifi 
yet inefficient to fatisfy their thirft for 

This inflitution, in which valour* o*a 



glory 



■ 

Robe.rtforv's Hift. of the reign of Charles the Fifth, vol. i. p. 8 3, 84. Differt. fur 1'ancienpe cheya- 
leriej par M. de la Curne de Sainte-Palaye. 

+ The knights, in 141 1, at the fiege of Dun-le-Roy, were ordered to carry eight fafcines, while the 
inquires were only obliged to carry four, Mem. de X/tt/tom.xx, pi 267. M* de Sainte-Palaye, ubi fupia* 
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adapted to the tafte and genius of martial nobles ; and its effe&s were foon vi* 
llble in their manners. War was carried on with lefs feverity, when humanity 
came to be deemed the ornament of knighthood. Some exceptions, indeed j 
will occur to this obfervation, in the military tranfaftions- of the times which 

we are delineating ; but ftill, in its general application, it will be found to be juft. 
More gentle and poliflied manners were introduced, when courtely was recom- 
mended as the moil amiable of knightly virtues.- Violence and opprefiion de- 
creafed, when it was efteemcd meritorious to cheek and to punifh them. A 
fcrupulous adherence to truth,- with the molt religious attention to fulfil every 
engagement, became the diftinguifhing chara&eriftic of a gentleman 5 becaufe 
chivalry was regarded as the fchool of honour, and inculcated the moft delicate 
fenfibility withrefpeft to that point.- Perhaps, the humanity which often accom^ 
panies operations of war* the refinements of gallantry, and the point of honour y 
the three chief circumftances which diftinguifli modern from ancient manners,* 
maybe afcribed, in a great meafure, to this inftitution. The fentiments which 
chivalry infpired had a powerful influence on manners and conduct during the 
twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries. They were fo deeply 
rooted, that they continued to operate after the vigour and reputation of the in- 
ftitution itfelf began to decline* * 

But though fuch were the political and permanent efTe&s of the fpirit of chi- 
valry, yet, long before the completion of that period during which its beneficial 
eonfequences were mod fenfibly felt, many abufes had crept into the inftitution 
and many local and temporary inconveniences were experienced from it. One 

principal caufe of its degradation and decline, was the ignorance to which its 

profeffors habituated themfelves.; The knights, in the primitive purity of their 

order, were compelled to ftudy letters as well as arms ; unfortunately, the for- 
mer part of their education became infenfibly neglefted, and military exercifes 
were fufTered to form their only occupation. The moft learned of them could 
fcarcely read ; any degree of literary knowledge was deemed incompatible with 
the chara&ep of a gentleman ; and almoft confidered as a certain indication of 
piebianifm-. This negleft was productive of imprudence and jn docility ; and 
knights were foon led to rejeft all reftraint, but what was impofed on them by 
the conventional laws of their fraternity. Their religion degenerated into fii- 
perftitious- pra&ices,, degrading in their nature, and often prejudicial in their ef- 
fefts. 

Diffipatiori,- alike produced by the extremes of ignorance and refinement,- 
t hough not in an equal degree, ruined the fortunes of the knights, to repaid 
which they had recourfc to every expedient not abfolutely repugnant to the rules 
of chivalry. A fpirit" of plunder thence became prevalent ; and courage, which 
fhould only proceed from principles of honour, was excited by avidity of gain- 

*' Robertfoo,- 
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Another caufe of the decline of chivalry, was a deviation from its original in- 
ftitution, in the facility with which knights came to be created, and in the num- 
bers that by this means gained admifTion into the order. It became cuftoniary 
to confer the honour of knighthood, in the field of battle, before the adtion 
began. 

Thefe frequent abufes had already rendered too common that title, which, 
in order to preferve its original luftre, fhould have been heftowed with circum- 
fpeftion. The- inftitution of the order of the Star, conferred on whole cities, 
fuch as Paris and Rochelle, and proftituted to farce-p^ers, buffoons, and 
minftrels, greatly diminished the fplendour of knighthood in France- 
One of the greateft vices of chivalry was, the cuftom introduced of making 
private excurfions into foreign countries, for the purpofe of fignalifmg their 
valour, It was chiefly fuch as were newly admitted that fallied forth in queft 
of adventures. The avowed qbje£l of thefe knights-errant, whofe wild ex- 
ploits have been treated with proper ridicule, was, to protetf: innocence, to" 
redrefs wrongs, and particularly to devote themfelves to the fervice of the la- 
dies, The fuperior beauty of their miftreffes they offered to maintain againft 
all fuch as dared to difpute it. Among thefe pilgrims, many made no fcruple 
to profit by the refpett in which their profeffion was held. The hope of booty- 
proved a powerful incitement to their courage. The horfes, arms, and whole 
ipoils of the vanquifhed became the prey of the viftors. Thus ftimulated, ma- 
ny gentlemen turned highwaymen, levied contributions on the inhabitants of 
the country, and plundered travellers. A few foldiers of fortune, and people 
of the lower, clafs, in imitation of their fuperiors, affumed the mafk, and en- 
cafed themfelves with iron, in violation of the laws of chivalry, which forbade 
fuch armour to all but knights, Thefe new plunderers- formed affociations 
among themfelves, and foon became fo formidable, that monarchs were forced 
to purchafe their fervices or forbearance. The honour of knighthood could 
not be refufed to men who had fuch means of enforcing refpeft. 

The habits of independence in which the knights were educated, rendered 
them more fit forfingle combats than for general a&ions, werefuccefs depends 
as much on the unanimous co-operation of the whole, as on the courage of in- 
dividuals. In battle, their valour was exerted lefs with the view to decide the 
victory in favour of their own party, than with that of achieving fome fignai 
exploit, or of taking fome illuftrious prifoner. To difplay their courage, or to 
encreafe their fortune, was then their only obje<ft. They were often feen to 
quit the ranks in order to attack fome warrior more confpicuous than the reft ; 
and, if they made him furrender, they immediately difappeared, through fear 
of lofing their prey. To the perpetual diforders occafioned by thefe irregular 
motions muft be. added the confufion caufed by the efquires who .accompanied 
their mafters in the field, as quiet fpeftators of the battle, in order to carry 

tb P eir arms, to hold their horfes, and to aflift them in remounting whenever 
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they were unhorfed . When an army thus encumbered was once broken, the 
confufion mull have been dreadful, and an attempt to rally them fruitlefs. 

The Englifh had, in thefe refpefts, no advantage over the French, but the 
{kill of their archers gave them a decided fuperiority. To thefe troops, which 
the fpirit of chivalry held in contempt, were they principally indebted for their 
victories of Crecy and Poiftiers. The French archers were fo unfkilful, that 
the nation chofe to hire foreigners. The Englifh, on the contrary $ encouraged 
archery as much as poffible, and the archers had attained to a degree of ex- 
cellence which it was difficult to furpafs. The French were aware of their fil- 



ar ms 



they 



mour. 

Such was the flate of the French troops in the fourteenth century ; it is need- 
lefs to mention the militia, who were all raw troops, undifciplined, and almoft 
unarmed. They marched into the field under the banners of their refpeftive 
parHhes, and were almoft certain; of being cut to pieces by the enemy. 

The offenfive arais were nearly the fame as had been ufed for a long time ; 
fuch as the lance, thefword, the poignard, the battle-axe, the club, the bow, 
the crofs-bow, &c. Shields of different dimenfions formed the chief defenfivc 
arms. Halberts had fallen into difufe. No material change had taken place 
in the attack or defence of towns. Though gunpowder and cannon were 
known, they were feldom employed, from a w T ant of fkill' to ufe them with ef- 

feft, or from attachment to more familiar weapons. 

France was better peopled in thofe times, than in the prefent age. At the 
commencement of the reign of Philip of Valois, there were no lefs than two 
millions five hundred thou fan d hearths, in the king's demefnes only, which 
were fubjeft to the tax. Thefe demefnes did not conftitute near a third of that 

fpace which formed the late kingdom. It may be affirmed, without exaggera- 
tion, that France, at that period, contained eight millions of hearths ; fo that, 
reckoning three perfons to each hearth, there muft have been twenty-four 
millions of inhabitants, without counting the fecular and ecclefiaftical lordfhips, 
which were not included in the enumeration. When to thefe exceptions are 
added the ferfs, the clergy, confiding of an immenfe multitude of ecclefiaftics/ 
nuns, and friars ; the univerfities ; and the whole body of nobility, all of whom 
were exempted from the tax, the human fpecies will appear to have diminifh- 
ed in the fpace of four centuries. 

Much pairis had been taken, during the late reigns, to cor reft abufes and to 
reform errors, by many falutary edifts, and prudent regulations, yet the kingr 
dom was not in a more flourifhing ftate than before. Juftice appears to have 
been tolerably adminiftered by the parliaments, but the inferior jurifdiftions 

were not famous* for their attention to the rules of law and principles of equity. 
Vol. II, V 4 7 
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In the preceding reigns, the value of money had undergone innumerable va- 
riations*. The monarchs, tempted by the facility of this refource, had too 
frequent recourfe to it, everpromifing that each change fhould be the laft. The 
king always fixed the price of gold and filver, by a royal edict. Thus, if a new 
coinage were ordered when the mark of filver was worth eight livres five fols, 
and the old money received at the mint, at the rate only of lev en livres the 
mark, the king had a profit of twenty-five fols. In one year there were no lefs 
than eleven new coinages ; fo that the king mull have gained thirteen livres fif- 
teen fols per mark, on all the money that was coined throughout the kingdom. 
Numerous inconveniences attended this deftru&ive mode of raifing money ; 
fuch as thefudden augmentation or diminution of the value of the current coin; 
the malverfation of officers, and the frequent adulteration, the fecret of which 
was confined to the mafters and workmen of the mint, who were bound to ob- 
ferve it under the fevereft penalties. Such continual breeches of faith deftroy- 
ed all credit, public and private ; annihilated commerce ; and encouraged coin- 
ers. Foreigners introduced falfe coin into the kingdom, and enriched them* 
felves with the fpoils of France. Money difappeared, the people became poor, 

and, by a necefTary confequence, the fovereign partook of their indigence. 

While the new monarch repaired to Rheims to celebrate his coronation, 
liis troops, under du Guefclin, reduced the caftle of Rouboife, which open- 
ed the communication by water between Rouen and the capital. The king 
of Navarre, in the mean time, lent for the captal de Buche, who arriv- 
ed in Normandy, and put himfelf at the head of his troops : while Charles 
dilpatched a body of men at arms, to reinforce du Guefclin, who had now the 
command of twelve hundred ; a force which determined him to go in queft of 
the enemy. The captal, being equally eager to engage, kept along the Jcftfide 

of the river Eure, and drew up his troops on a rifing ground, not far from Co- 
cherel . 

Du Guefclin extended the front of his little army, to make it appear more 
numerous than it really was ; for which reafon, the captal refolved to wait for 
a reinforcement of four hundred lances, which were on their march to join him. 
The French were expofed to the heat of the fun, and in great want of provi- 
lions, while the Navarrefe, fliaded by a wood, had abundance of every thing. 
Du Guefclin, ordered a retreat to be founded ; and, fending the baggage over 
the river, put his troops in motion. The enemy, concluded that victory was 
their own ; and, rejecting the- advice of their leader, who faw through the 
llratagem, haftened into the plain, where the French fuddenly turned about ; 

and, as' it was impoffible to recover their llation, a general action enfued. Du 
Guefclin, animated his men by his exhortations and example; and the captal dis- 
played equal courage and prudence, in attempting to remedy what he had been 

► 

* Rccucil des Ordonn, Mem, dc h Chambrc des Comptes, 
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unable to prevent. Attacked, however, by thirty knights of Gafcony, who 
had affb dated for the purpofe of taking him prifoner, he was furrounded; and, 
after an obftinate refiftance, compelled to furrender. The capture of their 



leader d 



N 



were feverely punifhed for their want of fubordination. This battle was 
fought on the nineteenth of May, 1364, three days before the coronation of 

Charles. 

Charles, on his acceffion to the throne, confirmed the appanage beftowed by 
his father on his youngeft brother Philip, of the duchy of Burgundy ; that 
prince accordingly did homage to him for that territory, and, at the fame time, 
refigned the duchy of Touraine, with which he had been inverted three years 

before. 

The authority of the courts of juftice ceafed the moment that the king died ; 
and the magiftrates could not re-affume their functions without the confent of 
the new monarch ; Charles, therefore, as foon as he was informed of his father's 
death, haftencd to confirm all the judges and other officers of juftice in their ' 
refpeftive ftations. By an edift, iffued foon after his acceffion, all advocates 

and attornies were exprefsly enjoined to affift the poor with their advice, and 

to plead for them, without requiring any fee ; and the officers of the court of 
requefts were ordered to carry on, gratis, the caufes of fuch as were unable to 

pay the cxpences of a law-fuit. It was impoffible to carry fuch an edift, into 



pra&ice. 



Longueville 



on 



The 



r X 7 _j , the Navarrefe 

were ftill matters of the cattle of Longueville, which he reduced. When du' 
Guefclin fet out on this expedition, he affured the king that he was determined 
to clear the kingdom of all its eneinies ; and particularly of thofe bands of ad- 
venturers which ftill continued to infeft it. But he enco.uraged his own troops 
to commit depredations in Normandy, and to levy contributions, indifcri- 
minately, on friends and enemies*. 
As the late king had fubmitted the pretentions of the king of Navarre to the 

duchy of Burgundy, to the arbitration of the pope, Charles gave inftruftions to 

his ambaffadors, at the court of Avignon, to conform to the intentions of his 
father, and to affiire his holinefs, that his brother Philip would abide by his 



decifion. 



Nor 



1 — — ^ t — j — + * 

tnoufand men at arms, which the duke of Burgundy divided into three bodies ; 
the firft, and the moft confiderable, he referved for himfelf, and the two others 
he entrufted to du Guefclin, and John Bureau de la Riviere, the king's favou- 
rite, and adminiftrator of the finances. 



* Villaret, t. x. p. 43. 
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While 



places occupied by the Navarrefe; la Riviere laid wafte the. diftrift of Evreux, 
and du Guefclin fpread terror throughout the Cotentin*. The cattle of Va- 
lognes was the only place that made the fmalleft refiftance. Du Guefclin bat- 
tered the walls with all the machines that were then in ufe, but could make 
little impreflion; the garrifon, at length, confented to capitulate. But, as they 



were 



apitul 



Eight Englilh 



knights, who were with the garrifon, enraged at this illiberal treatment, re- 
entered the fort, to defend it to the laft extremity : they difplayed the moft 
defperate courage in refitting the attacks of the befiegers ; but, at laft, they 
were conftrained to yeild, when du Guefclin caufed them all to be beheaded. 

The rapidity with which the French purfued their conquefts appeared to 
promife a fpeedy termination to the war ; but the king was prevented from 
improving the advantages he had gained, by two unexpected events 1 . The 
count de Montbelliard, having entered Burgundy, Philip was compelled to leave 
Normandy, in order to defend that duchy from infult; and, about the fame 
time, the prefence of du Guefclin was required in Brittany, where the conteft 
between the rival houfes of Blois and Montfort was renewed, with additional 
fury. At length, a peace was made between the parties. It was agreed, that 
both the competitors fhould enjoy the title and prerogatives of the duke of 
Brittany j--and that Rennes and Nantes ftiould be the capitals of their refpe&ive 
territories. Hoftages were interchanged; peace was proclaimed; and joy was 

thus diffufed throughout the province. 

countefs of Penthievre, fpoule to Charles of Blois, was exafperated at 
this treaty. By hei* inftigation, Charles, inftcad of his ratification of the treaty, 



The 



Montfor 



He 



* 4 



Nor 



j y j f 

thofe cpnquctts we have related above. 

Both parties prepared once more to decide their quarrel by arms. At the 
expiration of a fhort truce, which had been concluded between them, they 
both took the field. Montfort, after he had reduced fome fortrelfes, inverted 
Auray ; and Charles, being apprifed of the danger to which that place was 
reduced, alfembled his troops, with a view of forcing his rival to raife the fiege. 

Montfort, by the advice of the, nobles of his party, fent a herald to Charles, 
to demand the execution of the late treaty, and to proteft, that he fhould 
think himfelf jnftified, before God' and men, with regard to any evils which a 

When du Guefclin approached, every body fled before him; the inhabitants of the country took re- 
fuge in the waited towns, and called aloud to the centinels to ftiut the gates, for the devil <was coming* Yie 
MS, de du Guefclin. 

+ Chron, MS, Froiffard, D'Argcntrc Hift, dc Bret, Spicil. Cont, Nang, 
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refufal, to comply with a demand fo reafonable, might produce. Charles of 
Bio is difmifled the herald without an anfwer, and pitched his camp within 
fight of the enemy. 

The two armies were feparated by a meadow, interfered by a rivulet. The 
lord of Beaumanoir made a laft effort to promote an accommodation, but it 
proved fruitlefs, and each fide prepared for a&ion. Charles's army was left to 
the conduft of du Guefclifi ; the right wing of which was commanded by that 
nobleman, the left by the counts of Auxerre and Joigny, and the centre by 
Charles himfelf. The difpofition of Montfort's army being left to lord Chan- 
dos — who had been fent to his relief by Edward, with a fmall body of Englifh 
archers and men at arms — he placed Sir Robert Knolles oppofite to du Guefclin ; 

oppofed Oliver de Clifton to the count of Auxerre ; put Montfort at the head 
of the main body ; and entrufted the corps-de-referve to the condudl of fir 
Hugh Calverly. Chandos ftationed himfelf near Montfort, but took no par- 
ticular command, that he might be the better enabled to fuperintend the mo- 
tions of the wliole body. The army of Montfort confifted of fixteen hundred 
men at arms, and from eight to nine hundred archers; that of his. opponent, 
of two thoufand five hundred men at arms, and from a thoufand to twelve 
hundred archers*. 

When the two armies were on the point of engaging, Montfort ordered the 
treaty of the Landes to be read aloud, requefling all the noblemen of his party 
freely to decide on the equity of his claims, and declaring that he would imme- 
diately renounce all his pretenfions, if it were there opinion that he ought fo to 
do. He was interrupted by a general acclamation ;.and the whole army pro- 
tefied they would fight for him to the laft. After thanking them for this proof 
of their atfeftion, he threw himfelf on the ground, and addreflcd a fervent 
prayer to heav en . 

On the twenty-ninth of September, 1364, was the fate of Brittany decided, 
by the battle of Auray. But, though greater fury was never di{played in any 
battle, no troops were ever lefs eager to engage. The. nobles were fatigued 
with a war, as tedious in its progrefs, as fatal in its effefts. Montfort offered to 
purchafe a peace by ceding one half of his claims, and Charles of Blois would 
willingly have acepted the propofal, had not his affettion for an ambitious wife 
overcome every other consideration. 

The two armies awaited, in filence, the fignal. Lord Chandos prevented his 
troops from advancing the firft; and Montfort", reftraining his native impetu- 
ofity, followed the advice of the Englifh general. Du Guefclin could not obtain 
the fame influence over Charles of Blois ; that prince, led*away by his courage, 
was deaf to the fuggeftions of prudence ; he put the body which he comman- 
ded in motion, and, palling the rivulet, compelled the reft of his army to follow 

* 

w 

f Cont, de Nang, p. 901, & fuiv, Froiffard, p. 226; 227^ 
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him. Montfort feeing him approach, advanced to meet him, but flowly and in 
good order. As the troops were ranged very ciofe together, and covered with 
their fhields, the archers could do little or no execution with their arrows ; and 
after the firft dif charge, they retired into the ranks, and mingled with the men 
at arms. The aftion then became general ; the whole line of either army being 
engaged at the fame inftant. Where Montfort and Charles commanded in 
perfon, the battle raged with uncommon fury ; thofe princes, indeed, had the 
moft powerful motives for exertion, as not only their fortunes but their lives 
depended on the event of that day; for the Bretons had come to a rcfolutioa 
to ackowledge for their duke whichever fliould prove victorious, and to ter- 



minate the war 



Montfor 



attendants wear armour exactly fimilar to his own ; Charles, deceived by his 
appearance, attacked him with impetuofity, laid him dead at his feet, and 



exclaimed aloud 



Montfor 



error. Charles, however, renewed his attack with fuch vigour, that the ftan- 
dard of his rival was beaten down, and his main body compelled to retire. 



moment 



Montfort 



t unity of rallying his divifion, which being effected, the former retired to his 
firft ftation, Chandos and Clifton, in the mean time, ran from rank to rank, ani- 
mating their troops by exhortation and example ; while du Guefclin fought to 
counteract their meafures, by the moft lignal exertions of valour and fkilL Vic- 
tory long remained doubtful ; but the count of Auxerre being wounded and ta- 
ken prifoner, the body he commanded was thrown into confufion ; and Oliver 
de Clifton, attacking them with great fury, put moft of them to the fword, and 
drove the reft off the field. Calverly then made a circuit, and fell upon the flank 
of the main body, which was Ipeedily routed and difperfed ; Charles, in vain, 
endeavoured to rally them. At length an Englifh knight plunged his fword in- 
to his throat \ his laft words were — u I have long waged war againft my confer 
ence." — His natural fon, John of Blois, was flain at his fide. 



The 



Montfort 



0+ J 

uate competitor felt their ardour relax, from defpair of fupporting a party that 
had now loft its chief. Du Guefclin, though covered with wounds, and wea- 
kened with lofs of blood, continued to fight, till lord Chandos approached and 
exhorted him to furrender. The battle then ceafed. 

The lofs on Montfort's fide is faid not to have exceeded twenty men ; but, 
when the fury of the combatants be confidered, fuch an affertion appears incre- 
dible. 



The 



The 
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vince inclined to fubtnit to the conqueror. By the mediation of the king of 
France, and the advice of the king of England, a treaty was foon figned. 

By this treaty the widow of Charles of Blois renounced her pre tenfions to 
the duchy of Brittany ; in return fhe was permitted to retain the county of Pen- 
thievre, and vifcounty of Limoges ; and a penfion of ten thoufand livres tour- 
nois to her and her heirs, together with a life-annuity of three thoufand livres, 
were fettled on her*. In confequence of this renunciation the duchy of Brh> 



Montfort 



In default 



of pofterity, it was to defcend to the houfe of Penthievre ; with an exprefs ex- 
clusion, however, to females, as long as there were males capable of fucceed- 
ing. Montfort farther engaged to procure the releafe of John, fon to Charles 



of Blois 
furnifli 



him 



to 



people of Brittany ; but this laft article was never fulfilled. The 



by taxes on the 



a „ w Wales, and the 

duke of Anjou. 

Montfort fent Oliver de Cliffon to Paris, to defire that the king would per- 
mit the ceremony of performing homage to be deferred till the enfuing Mid- 
iumme'r ; when it took place with all the ufual forms. Soon after, the new 



Mary 



of Wales 
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f that monarch, Jane, 
Sir Thomas Holland, 



whom 



encounter was the kjng of Navarre. The widows of Charles the Fair, and 
Philip of Valois, fHll interpofed their good offices in his favourt ; and the cap-' 
tal de Buche fuccefsfully exerted, in his fervice, the credit and influence that 
he derived from the friendfhip and efteem with which he was honoured by the 



king 



Norm 



lengtl 



the renunciations of the ancient claims of the houfe of Evreux, on Champagne 
and Brie, were renewed and confirmed ; and the difcufllon of the rights of the 
king of Navarre to the duchy of Burgundy was referred to the pope. By one 
of the articles it was ftipulated, that the captal de Buche ftiould be relealed 
without a rapfom : the king, anxious to retain that gallant leader in his fervice, 
beftowed on him the lordfhip of Nemours ; but the captal, by the advice of 
his friend and patron, the prince of Wales, reftored the gift, and, at the fame 
time, retraced the homage he had done for it. 

Froiffard. Argentre. Spicil. Cont. de Nan°> Chron. MS. de Charles le Sage* Trefor de.s Char, 

Layette. Britan> 2 ? 4 . , 

+ Trefor des Char, Lay. 4 de tfavana* Mcw# de Litt, Froiflard, Chron, MS, &c ? 
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The general peace had been attended, as ufual in thofe times, with an evil 
not lefs alarming than the calamities of war. The kingdom was again expofed 
to the depredations of a defperate banditti, whofe numbers were prodigioufly 
encreafed j to France they gave the name of their chamber , becaule it was the 
ufual place of their refidencc ; and it was no eafy matter to diflodge them, as 
the battle of Brignais had iufticiently demonltrated the folly of oppo fin g raw re- 
cruits — and France could now furnifh no other — to veteran troops, regularly 
trained to the profefiion of arms, which formed the fole occupation of their 
lives, and the only means of their fubfiflence. 

Different expedients had been tried, without fuccefs, for removing this alarm- 
ing evil. Lewis, king of Hungary, would have allured thefe co??jpanies into his 
fcrvice, as he was then at wax\with the Wallachians^ Tranfylvanians, Croats, 
and Tartars. With this view he wrote to the pope, the king of France, and 
the prince of Wales, who propofed the] expedition to their principal leaders, 

with a promife to fupply them with money, and every thing requifite for their 

journey. But, after deliberating among themfelves, they rejected the propo* 
fal. The attempt to engage them in a crufade to Palefline, projected by the 

king of Cyprus, proved equally unfucccfsful. 

The evil, in the mean time, far from diminifiiing, daily acquired frefli force. 
The compa?ties were no longer compofed merely of thieves and adventurers; 
they were now joined by a vaft number of knights and gentlemen, and even by 
noblemen of the firft diftinftion, who were not afliamed to degrade their rank 
and character by deeds of violence and outrage. The miftaken policy of fove- 
reigns had contributed, in no fmall degree, to perpetuate this evil. They had 
been long accuftomed to grant penfions to military men, for fupplying them 
. with a certain number of men at arms, when they might, at lefs expence, have 
maintained regular bodies of. troops, more ufeful in war, and lefs dangerous in 
peace. As foon as a man at arms had acquired a reputation for valour, he fct 
up his fervices to fale, became the chief of a company, which he difpofed of at 
his pleafure, and acquired the privilege of fighting for whichever party would 
pay him beft. No commilfion was requifite to enable him to raife or augment 
his troop ; fuch levies not being made in the king's name, it was not in the 
power of the fovereign to difmifs them at his will. 

: After pillaging Champagne, the Barrois, and Lorraine, the companies pene- 
trated into Alface^ and extended their depredations even** to the frontiers of 
Germany. They then returned the fame way, and prepared to carry their in- 
curfions into the heart of the kingdom. Charles found himfelf reduced to the 
neceffity of making application to the king of England, who, by one of the 
articles of the treaty of Bretigny, was bound to alfifl him. Edward made im- 
mediate preparations for an expedition into France; but Charles, alarmed at 
the number of his forces, and fearing that, inftead of affording him protection, 

they might be employed for purpofes of hoftility, fent him word that his aflH- 



I 



CHARLES THE WISE. 



161 



365.] 

tance was no longer neceftary. Edward, though j uftly offended at a meffage 
which betrayed fuipicions of his honour, difbanded his army-. The embar- 
raffinent, in which the king and his council were involved, was fortunately re- 
moved by the arrival of Henry, count of Tranftamare. 

Pedro, king of Caftile, had incurred the univerfal hatred of his fubje&s, by 
a continued repetition of violent and barbarous actions. Three natural fons of 
Alphonfo the Eleventh had periflied by his hand ; he had lavifhed the blood of 
his nobles; and there was fcarcely a duty, either moral or religious, that he 
had not frequently violated. Infligated by Mary de Padilla, he confined his 
wife, Blanche de Bourbon, fifter to the queen of France, in the caftle of Xc- 
res, and foon after poifoned her, that, by her death, he might be at liberty to 

marry his miftrefs. ^ ' 

Henry, count of Tranftamare, his natural brother, took up arms agakift him ; 

but, being foiled in the attempt, he took refuge in France, and propofed to the 
king to conclude the treaty which had been projected in thelaft reign; by which 
he offered to enlift all the companies in his fervicct: This propofal was gladly , 
accepted by Charles ; and Bertrand du Guefclin, who was ftill a priforier at war 
was appointed to command thefe defperate adventurers. Lord Chandos requi- 
red a hundred thoufand livrctf for his ranfom, forty thoufand of which v/ere paid 
by the king and the pope, and the Caftilian prince furnifhed the reft. 

The care of engaging the companies , who then lay encamped in the environs 
of Chalons-upon-Saone, to the amount of thirty thoufand men, to pals into 
Spain, was entrufted to du Guefclin, who undertook, for a certain fum, to 
make them all leave France. He fent a herald to alk a fafe-conduct from their 
leaders, and the moment he received it he haftenedto their camp. To have 
employed the arts of negociation with men who were folely actuated by prefent 
interefr, would have been ufelefs. Guefclin, therefore, contented himfelf with 
expatiating, with the blunt franknefs of afoldier, on the diforders of their life, 
u Both you and I" faidhe, u have done Jiifficient to damn our fouls, and you may 
" even boaft of having done more than me; it is now time, therefore, to honour 
Cod, and leave the devil! 97 This laconic exhortation was accompanied by ar- 
guments more perfuafive; he allured them by the profpeft of plunder : held 
out to their view the treafures of the Caftilian monarch, delivered to their di£ 
cretion ; and made them an offer of two hundred thoufand livres, to be imme- 
diately paid by the king of France : he concluded his harangue by announcing 
his intention of conducting them to Avignon, to pay a vifit to his holinefs, be- 
fore they entered on the Spanifh territories. Thefe temptations were too pow- 
erful to be refifted. The treaty was immediately concluded ; and the chiefs 
of the companies repaired to Paris to pay their refpe&s to the king, who paid- 
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them the ftipulated fum, treated them with magnificence, and loaded them 
with prefents at their departure. 

As foon as the projected expedition to Spain was made public, the companies 
were joined by feveral knights and noblemen. The young count de la Marclie, 
John de Bourbon, was appointed by the king to command the expedition, but 
he was only the' nominal general, as he had orders, to follow, in every thing, 
the advice of du Guefclin. 

Du Guefclin took the road to Provence. Pope Urban had no reafon to ex- 
ped this vifit ; and, when the army drew near to Avignon, he fent a cardinal 
to menace them with excommunication, unlefs they immediately left the terri- 
tories of the church. The cardinal was told, by du Guefclin, that his foldiers 
maft fir ft have abfolution, and two hundred thoufand livres ; the prelate an- 
fwered that they might have as many pardons as they chofe ; but, as for money, 
that was a different affair. Bertrand replied, that his men preferred gold to ab- 
folution, and that he would do well to bring the fum required without delay. 
The pope then extorted the money from the inhabitants of the city, and neigh- 
bourhood, and offered it to du Guefclin ; but, being informed in what manner it 
was raifed, exclaimed " It is not my purpofe to opprefs innocent people. The 
" pope, and his cardinals, can themfelves well fpare me that fum from their own 
iC coffers. This money, 1 infill:, muft be reftored to the owners ; and, fliould 
" they be defrauded of it, I fhall myfelf return from the other fide of the Pyre- 
iC *nees, and oblige you to make them reftitution." The pope paid him the two 
hundred thoufand livres from his treafury* 5 after which the army proceeded 
on their expedition, 

A. D. 1366.3 Du Guefclin led his troops through Languedoc, and the foil- 
thera provinces of France, into Arragon, where they fpeedily reduced the 
places which had been taken by the king of Caftile from the Arragonian mo- 
narch!. Being joined by Henry of Tranftamare he entered Caftile, where 
the fubje&s of Pedro crowded to the ftandard of his enemies. Pedro found 
himfelf totally forfaken ; he had fcarcely time to fecure himfelf, his family and 
treafure at Corunna ; from whence he fled with precipitation to Bourdeaux, leav- 
ing Henry in pofTeffion of his dominions : and that prince was crowned king of 
Caftile, and acknowledged as fuch by all the cities and nobility in the kingdom. 

A, D. 1367 to 1369.3 Pedro, on his arrival at Bourdeaux, applied for aflil- 
tance to the prince of Wales. The prince, having obtained his father's confent, 
gave a general invitation to the military adventurers of every country, who 
flocked to his ftandard. Even the companies who had enlifted in the fervice of 
Henry of Tranftamare, in obedience to his fummons, deferted that prince, and 
repaired by thoufands to Bourdeaux* From thefe troops, Edward fele&ed an 

army of thirty thoufand men, with which he fet out on his enterprife. He was 
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accompanied by his younger brother, John of Gaunt, created duke of Lan- 
cafter, on the death of the good prince of that name, who died without any 
male iflTue, and whofe daughter, an heirefs, he had married. He was likewife 
attended by the kings of Caftile and Majorca, and by a fplended train ofEnglifli 
and Gafcon nobles, at the head of whom was the gallant lord Chandos. But, 
as the kings of Arragon and Navarre, who ftill adhered to the interefts of 
Henry of Tranftamare, barred his paflage into Caftile, it was deemed expedi- 
ent to fend ambaffadors to the latter monarch, Charles the Bad, who perfua- 
ded him to a conference with Pedro and the prince of Wales at Bayonne; 
where, in confideration of a large fubfidy, and the ceffion of Guipufcoa,. Vit- 
toria, Alava, Logrogno, Guduzen, Calahorra, and Alfaro, he not only renoun- 
ced his engagements with Henry, but undertook to aflift Pedro with three 



While 



grant 



Tranftamare adopted every precaution that could poffibly tend to maintain his 
acquifition. His extreme munificence to the Caftilians had already obtained him 
the epithet of Liberal ; and his continued exertions of benevolence effectually 
fecured the love and efteem of his new fubjetts. From thefe advantages he 
was enabled to bring one hundred thoufand men into the field. Encouraged by 
a fuperiority of numbers, apparently fb decifive, Henry refblved to come to 
attion with all polfible fpeed, in oppofition to the advice of du Guefclin, and 
all his principal officers, and particularly to that of the marefchal d'Andreghen, 
who ftrenuoully urged him to fecure the paifage of the Ebro, and by that 
means, cut off the enemy's proviflons. 

The two armies met on the third of x\pril, 1367, between Najara and Na- 
varette, when a defperate engagement took place, in which the conduft and 



Wales 



Henrv 



thoufand gentlemen. The 



troops 



among them were, du Guefclin, the marefchal d'Andreghen, the grand prior 
of the order of Saint Jago, the grand-mafter of Calatrava, and two thoufand 
French and Spanifh knights. The lofs of the Englith was inconfiderable. 

Pedro, in compliance with a favage impulfe of revenge, would have put all 
the prifoners to the fword, had he not been reftrained by the remonftrances of 
the prince of Wales ; who farther prevailed on him to publifh a general offer 
of pardon, to fuch of his fuhjeete as would immediately return to their obedi- 
ence, This offer was univerfally accepted ; and Pedro replaced on his throne 
without farther trouble. 

Though Edward had added to his military fame by this expedition, he foon 
found reafon to repent his connection with a tyrant like Pedro ; who, not lefs 
ungrateful than cruel, refufed the ftipulated pay to the army that had reftored 
,mm to his dignity 5 and the prince, having palled the whole fummer in Caftile, 
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finding his troops daily periflfing by the exceffive heat of the climate, and his 
own health confiderably impaired, was compelled to return to Bourdeaux 
without receiving fatisfaft ion. ' - ' 

The barbarities exercifed by Pedro over his unfortunate fubje^s, whom he 
now regarded as vanquiflied rebels, revived the animofity of the CafUlians and 
determined them to effect his deftru&ion. Henry de Tranftamare, accordingly, 

prepared to fecond their endeavours; and, railing anew army, again entered 
Caftile, reduced Calahorra and Burgos, and threatened the whole kingdom 
with a fpecdy fubje&ion. Du Guefclin, in the mean time, was kept prifbner 
at Bourdeaux ; and, as the prince of Wales had refufed to releafe him, it was 
infinuated to him, that his refufal was fufpe&ed to proceed from his fear of a 
man whofe fuperior courage and prudence had rendered him formidable. Ed- 



ward, piqued at this reproach, ordered the warrior to be brought into his 
prefence. " Mr. Bertrand," laid he, " it is pretended that I dare not releafe 
" you, becaufe I am afraid of you I" u There are people who fay as much," 
replied du Guefclin ; u and I think myfelf highly honoured by the opinion they 

" entertain of me*". The prince immediately told him to fix his own ranfom, 
when he named the fum of one hundred thoufand florins, which he faid he 
could eafily obtain from the kings of France and Caftile, the duke of Anion 
and the pope. The priricefs of Wales, who was then at Bourdeaux, being 
anxious to fee du Guefclin, invited him to dinner; and, as an unequivocal proof 
of the efteem fhe entertained for him, on account of his valour fhe offered to 
pay twenty thoufand livres towards his ranfom. Du Guefclin, bending his knee 
before her, faid, " Madam, I have ever thought myfelf the ugliefl knight that 
" the world could produce, but I now find that I no longer ought to hold myjdf ^ 
u in fiic ft low eflimation" Edward was pleafed with the liberality of his con- 
fort; lord Chandos, too, offered his purie to du Guefclin, and moft of the 
general officers evinced the fame friendly difpofition towards him. Edward 
permitted him to go upon his parole, in fearch v of money; but, though he 
received twenty thoufand livres from the duke of Anjou, and as much from the 
,popet, he returned without a fou. The king of France, however, relieved 
him from his embarraffment, by fending him afuflicient fum to make up, with 
what he had received from the princefs of Wales, the ftipulated fum. 

The firft ufe which du Guefclin made of his liberty, was, to raife a body of 
two thoufand men at arms, with whom he haftened to the affiftance of Henry 
of Tranftamare, whom he found engaged in the liege of Toledo. Before that 
city-a league often five and defenfive was formed between Henry and the king of 
France, who had difpatched ambaffadors to him for that purpofe. By this 
treaty,^ the Caftilian engaged to affift his ally with* the whole naval force of his. 

* Vie- MS. de du Guefclin. Argentre, Froiflkrd. fViilaret, . . • 
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kingdom, and always to fupply double the number of fhips which Charles him- 
felffhould equip. 

Pedro attempted to ftop the progrels of Henry ; and, being defeated in battle, 
he fled to the caftle of Montiel. In his attempt to efcape from thence he was 
feizcd by a French officer, who conduced him. to his tent, where he was mur- 
dered by his brother. Henry, again mounted the throne of Caftile, which he 
tranfmitted to his pofterity. During thefe tranfaftions, the king of France had 
been employed in recruiting his finances, and in regulating the internal police 
of his kingdom; the continuation of the taxes, after the caufe for which they 
had been impofed was removed, had excited an infurreftion of the citizens of 
Tournay. Charles fent Edward de Renty, a knight of Picardy, to reduce them 
to fubjeftion ; and, having quelled the revolt, he punifhed the inlurgents by 
depriving the city of its municipal rights. At the expiration of three years, 
its privileges were reftored. 

The pope having been induced, at the inftigation of king John, to oppofe the 
marriage of the earl of Cambridge, fon to Edward of England, with the heirefs 
of Flanders, Charles now procured the hand of that princefs for his brother, 
the duke of Burgundy. Although Lewis, count of Flanders, had never openly 
evinced a repugnance to the alliance of his daughter with the fon of Edward, 
from the apprehenfionof dilpleafing the Flemings, whofe commercial inter- 
courfe with the Englifh very naturallyied them to prefer that connexion, yet 
he was always fecretly inclined to favour France. When the pope had pub- 
licly declared his determination never to grant a difpenfation to the Englifii 
prince, Lewis liftened to the king's propofals in behalf of his brother. Urban 
granted the neceflary difpenfations for this marriage, the conditions of which 
were fettled at Ghent, by depixties from the king and the count of Flanders* 
Charles, on this occafion, ceded to the count the diftri&s of Lille, Douay, and 
Orchies, on condition that they fhould revert to the crown, in default of heirs 

male of the bodies of Margaret and Philip*. By granting fuch an augmen- 
tation of territory to his brother, who, by his alliance -with Margaret, was 
about to become one of the moft powerful princes in Europe, Charles feems to 
have deviated from his ufualfyftem of policy; but we are toldt, that this cef- 
fion, made with the view of fatisfying the count of Flanders and his fubjedrs, 
was only collujive ; fince he ftipulated, by a private treaty, with the duke of Bur- 
gundy, that, on the count's death, thefe diftrifts fhould be immediately reftored. 
But Charles dying firft, the duke eluded the treaty during the minority of his 
nephew. About this time the queen was brought to bed of a fon, who was 
named Charles ; and, as he was the firft male heir, his birth was celebrated with 
great rejoicings. 

The prince of Wales, in the mean time, began to feel the efFe&s of thofe 

* Chron de Flanders. Trefor des Chartres. Annates des Flanders* t ViUaret, torn. x. p, 148, 
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troubles, in which he had involved himfelf, by his fplendicl, though imprudent, 

expedition into Caftile. He had not only exhaufted his treafury in levying and 
paying the army which he had led into Spain, but had contracted an immenfe 

debt, which he knew not how to difcharge. In this emergency, the bifhop of 
Rodez, whom he had appointed chancellor of Guienne, advifed him to levy, 
with the confent of the flat es, an impoft of one livre upon every hearth in his 
dominions, for five years only. The deputies from Poitou, the Limoufm, Xain- 
fconge and Rouergue fubmitted to the tax ; but it was oppofed with great vio- 
lence by many of the Gafcon nobles, who embraced this opportunity to revive 
the ancient prejudice of the people againft the Englifh government. The counts 
of Armagnac, Cominges, Albret, and Perigord, with many others, repaired 
to Paris, and publicly appealed to Charles, as lord paramount of Guienne, 
though they well knew r that the feudal fuperiority of France over that princi- 
pality had been formally given up by the treaty of Bretigny. In this appeal, 
Charles, who was unwilling to forfeit his pretenfions to political wifdom by imi- 
tating the virtuous conduct of his father, artfully replied: cc Certainly , 7?iy lords , 
cc it is our wifli always to maintain the jurijditiion of the French crown, but ivc 
cc have/worn to obferve certain articles into which we will examine " The mat- 
ter was accordingly difcufled by the council, who, as might be expefted, deci- 
ded agreeably to the wiflies of the fovereign ; or, to fpeak more properly, who 
implicit^ obeyed the will of a m after whofe ambition they dared not to thwart. 
The appeal of Edward's fubje&s was received by the court of peers : and that 

prince was cited to appear at Paris, on the firft of May, 1369. Edward retur- 
ned an anfwer, that, fince Charles requefted his company at Paris, he would 
repair thither at the head of fixty thoufand men. But, before we proceed tore- 
late the confequences of this conduct on the part of the king of France, it will 
be neceflary to examine fome provifions of the treaty of Bretigny and to confi- 
:der the juftice of theaccufations preferred againft Edward for his non-obfervance 
of that treaty. 

By the twelfth article of the treaty of Bretigny, it is ftipulated, " That the 
* c king of France, and his eldeft fon, lhall exprefsly renounce all kind of foye- 
reignty and right which they have or may have in all thofe territories which 
by this treaty ought to belong to the king of England. And, in like manner, 
he (Edward) and his eldeft fon, fhall exprefsly renounce all their pretenfions 
to the kingdom of France, and to the title of king of France, and to the ho- 
mage and fovereignty of the duchies of Normandy and Touraine, the coun- 
ties of Anjou and Maine, the duchy of Brittany, and the county of Flanders; 
and the two kings fhall agree, at Calais, on the time and place for making 
their refpe&ive renunciations." But, when the treaty was confirmed at Ca- 
lais, this article was omitted. Du Tillet, and fome other writers, are of opi- 
nion that the omiffion was a ftroke of policy in Charles (then duke of Norman- 
dy) who wilhed for anexcufe to annul a treaty fo difadvantageous to -the king-^ 
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dom ; but father Daniel judicioufly remarks, that fuch an omiflion could not 

have efcaped the attention of Edward and his minifters. 'Thus thefe hiftorians 
are evidently of opinion, that, if any collulion took place it muft have been to 
the difadv ant age of the Englifli monarch. - . 

But though the twelfth article of the treaty was omitted, yet Villaret ftill ac- 
knowledges the neceflity of a mutual renunciation ; and he tells us, that a day 
was. actually appointed for receiving it at Bruges, but that Edward never appea- 
red, nor even fent his renunciation, though frequently cited by John fo to do ; 
and hence he infers, that the treaty became void. The true ftate of the cafe, 
however, is this — that it was found neceffary to defer the mutual renunciations 
for fome time, as Edward was not yet in pofleffion of all the territories ceded to 
him by the treaty of Bretigny ; and it was agreed that the parties, meanwhile, 
ftiould make no ufe of their relpe&ive claims againft each other*. It is cer- 
tain, that the failure in exchanging thefe renunciations had proceeded from 
Francet, and that apologies had been made to Edward, who was juflly fuppo- 
fed to be the only perfon who could be injured by fuch delay. The Englifli 
monarch, notwithftanding, quitted the title of king of France immediately af- 
ter the treaty was figned, and ceafed to quarter the arms of France with thofe 
of England. 

Again, Edward is accufed, of having violated the treaty, by negle&ing to 
employ force in expelling the garrifons from thofe places which he had agreed 
to furrenderJ. It is acknowledged that he gave the moft pofitive orders for 

that purpofe ; and he would willingly have enforced them by arms, had John 
wiftied him fo to do ; fince, at a fubfequent period, we have feen him inftant- 
ly obey the fummons of Charles, on a fimilar emergency. It is evident, there- 
fore, that John, probably at the inftigation of his fon, preferred bribing the troops 
to evacuate the towns and fortrefTes, to the introduction of an Englifh army into 
his dominions. - 

A third accufation is preferred againft Edward by Villaret. By creating the 
duchy of x\quitaine into a principality, fays that author |), the king of England 
performed a premature aft of fovereignty, which amounted to a formal^breach 
of the treaty of Bretigny, fince he had not yet put himfelf in a fituation to re- 
ceive John's renunciation of the fovereignty of that territory — confequently he 
could have no right to dilpofe of it. The "delay in exchanging the renuncia- 
tions was occafioned by John himfelf ; this charge, confequently, falls to the 
ground; befides, did not the king of France, by the very aft of furrendering 
the ceded provinces to Edward, renounce their fovereignty ? The French wri- 
ters themfelves acknowledge that John ftriftly fulfilled all the conditions of the 
treaty ; he, therefore, muft have renounced the fovereignty of Guienne, Aqui- 
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taine, &c. If the ere&ion of i^quitaine into a principality had been deemed an 
infraction of the treaty, John, who was then alive, would certainly have re- 
lented it J but lie well knew that Edward was authorifed to difpofe of that 
territory as he pleafed, and he had to,o much honour to defcend to the mean- 
nefs of equivocation. The exa&ion of a ranfom from Tome of the hoflages i 
advanced as another violation of the treaty. The face is,, that the hoflages were 
bound to remain in England till the terms of the treaty were wholly fulfilled ; 
but fome of them, anxious to regain their liberty, made propofals to Edward 
to releafe them on certain conditions ; the duke of Orleans procured his free- 
dom by granting fome lands to Thoinas of Woodilock, one of Edward's fons; 
the duke of Bourbon offered twelve thoufand crowns for his liberty ; and Guy 
de Blois purchafed his by the furrender of SoifTons. But thefe were voluntary 
offers on the part of the hoflages, which Edward had certainly a right to ac- 
cept, as by releafmg them he weakened the only fecurity he pofTefTed for the 
payment of John's ranfom. 

; It has been afferted*, that fufiicient reafons for fetting afide the treaty of Bre- 
tigny might be deduced from the conftitution of the monarchy, which forbids 
the difmemberment of any part of^the fovereignty, and inceflantly recalls fuck 
parts as are forcibly detached for a time, to the main body. If this afTertion 
has any fignification it mull mean, that the king, when three parts of his domi- 
nions have been wrefted from him by an enemy fuperior in flrength, or favour- 
ed by fortune, muffc fooner rifk the lofs of the remaining fourth, however una- 
ble to maintain the contefl, than confent to purchafe thereftitution of what had 
been conquered by ceding a portion of it, however fmall. The whole hiftory 
of France tends to prove that an idea fo prepoflerous had never been adopted; 
Jince it exhibits, both before and after the time of Charlemagne, a perpetual 
variation in the extent of the empire, fucceflively enlarged by conquefls, and 
contracted by defeats. Moft of the provinces, ceded by the treaty of Bretigny, 
had formerly belonged to the anceftors of Edward, who pofTefTed them, not 
defpotically, by the right of conqueft, but, lawfully, by that of inheritance. 

Such are the pleas, which have been urged in juflification of Charles's con-r 
duft. Never was any treaty more explicit than that of Bretigny ; nothing was 
left open to future difcuffion ; and the greateft pains were taken to avoid equi- 
vocation. Charles could not be deceived; he mult have been fully aware of 
the confequences ; yet did he confent to ratify the treaty, in the moft folemn, 
in the moft facred manner, and to bind the obligation he had contracted by all 
that was awful in religion. On the altar, and (according to his ideas) in the 
adual prefence of his God, were his vows made to maintain it inviolate ;« — yet 
could he coolly and deliberately refolve to break oaths thusftrongly confirmedtt 
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The prince of Wales prepared to put his menaces in execution, and retained 

the companies which he had brought with him from Spain, and which were 
now difperfed along the banks of the Loire, in his fervice ; but a general in- 
furreftion of the Gafcons prevented him from advancing againft his enemy, 
with that alacrity which he wifhed. 

Charles obtained exaft information of the (late of the prince's health, which 
had been gradually declining fince his return from Spain ; and he was, by this 
time, fo weak as to be unable to fit on his horfe. The phyficians were of opi- 
nion that it was incurable, and that it would infallibly terminate in a dropfy. 
Charles rejoiced at the illnefs of a foe whom he did not dare to.face in the field. 
He fummoned the peers to affemble ; and that proftituted court, fanftioned, 
with their approbation, the perjury of their ibvereign. War was accordingly 

declared againft England, and a mefTenger difpatched to convey the news to 
Edward. 

A. D. 1370.] Charles, confcious that his addrefswas fuperior to his courage:, 
relied chiefly on intrigue for the fuccefs of his fchemes. All the arts of cor- 
ruption were exerted with fuccefs ; the governors of feveral towns and fortrefTe? 
both in Ponthfeu and Guienne, were bribed to violate their oaths, and to betray 
the interefts of their lawful fovereign. The citizens of Abbeville opened their 
gates to the French j thofe of St, Valory, Rue and Crotoy, followed their ex- 
ample ; the gallant lord Chandos was flain in a ikirmifh, on the bridge of Leufac 
near Poitiers, on the firft of January 1370 ; and, the prince of Wales being 
unable to head his troops, the French purfued their advantage with aftonifhing 
rapidity. 

This fuccefs made the people cheerfully contribute to the fupport of the war. 
The ftates-general being afTembled at Paris, the cardinal de Beauvais, chan- 
cellor of France, afked, in the king's name, their advice with regard to the pre- 
fent conteft ; they refolved to maintain it, and granted the neceffary fupplies for 
that purpofe. It was decreed, that the import of twelve deniersper livre, and 
the falt-tax, fliould be fet apart for the fupport of the king's houfhold ; and that 
. a tax of four livres upon every hearth in the towns, and thirty fols in the 
country, fliould be levied for defraying the expences of the war. A new duty 
upon wines was impofed at the fame time, the common wines, commonly cal- 
led French, only paid one half of the duty that was levied on Burgundy ; while 
the wines of Beaune and Saint Pourcain paid triple. 

The king foon after held a bed of Ju/lice, at which Edward and his ion the 
prince of Wales were declared rebels ; and, in confequence of their felony, the 
duchy of Guienne, and the other territories which they poffefled in France, 

yet his ambitious condu&, in preferring a frivolous and abfurd claim to the French crown, calls for the 
fevcreft reprobaticm ; and he may juftly be charged with all the calamities confequent thereon, and with 
the vaft effufion of blood which his unprincipled attempts to enforce his pretenfions occafioned. 
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were confifcated to their fovereign\ this fentence was pronounced by Charles 
himfelf, who could difplay greater refolution in the cabinet, than in the field*. 

The duke of Anjou, and his brother the duke of Berry, prepared to enforce 
the fentence by entering Languedoc and the Limoufin at the fame time. Du 
Guefclin, who had lately been recalled from Caflile, inlpired the troops with a 
degree of confidence, and their fuccefs was proportioned to it. The towns of 
Moifiac, Agen, Porte-Sainte-Marie, Thonnins-upon-Garonne, and Montpezat 
opened their gates at their approach. Sir Walter Manny, governor of Aguillon 
was unable to fuftain a fiege of five days, in a place, which, in the reign of Phi, 
lip of Valois, had withftood, for fix months, the attacks of an army of fixty thou- 
sand men, commanded by the duke of Normandy. Thefe rapid conquefts alarmed 
the Englifii j the prince of Wales no longer thought himfelf in fafety in Angou- 
leme ; and, hearing it was to be inverted, he repaired to Cognac, which he fixed 
upon as the. general rendezvous of his troops. The captal de Buche, fliut up 
in Bergerac, was left to cover Guienne on that fide. By his refolution and 
prefence of mind he faved the town of Linde, which Thomas de Badefol, had 
agreed to furrender to the enemy. Juft as the gates were about to be opened 
to the French, the captal arrived; and, feizing upon Badefol, exclaimed, u Ah 



it 



lajl attempt at perfidy thou J1\ 



his fword into his body ; and the French, finding their plot detected, retired. 

_ ~ " in Guienne, the duke of Berry was 



While 



equally fuccefsful in the Limoufin, where he was attended by the principal 
nobility of the kingdom. Having overrun the province, he laid fiege to Li- 



moges, the capital, whofe inhabitants revolted, and, at the.infiigation of their 
biftiop, furrendered the town to the French. The prince of Wales, having ex- 
pended a confiderable fum in fortifying this city, was greatly enraged at the lols 
of it ; and he fent word to the inhabitants that, if they did not return to their 
duty without delay, and expel the enemy, he would level the place with the 
ground, and put all the citizens to the fword. The prince collefted a body 
of forces ; and, placing himfelf in a litter, being unable to ride, conducted them 
to Limoges, and laid fiege to the city ; but, fenfible that the place was fuffi- 

ciently ftrohg to refift any attempts to take it by aflault, he prudently began by 

undermining the walls ;.and having by that means effected a practicable breach, 
he entered It at the head of his troops, and maflacred the whole garrifon, toge- 
ther with three thouland of the inhabitants. As Edward was gentle and hu- 
mane, this inftance of cruelty was the more aftonifhing. He was prevailed on 
to fpare the life of the bifhop, who, having been the primary caufe of the 
revolt, ought to have been the firft victim of his own perfidy. 
. A. D. 1 37i*3 The reduction of Limoges was the laft military achievment 

* Txefor des Chart. Rcgiftre Verd. fol. 109. Reg. des Anc Ordonn. du Pari. fol. 1 10, Reg. des 

Plai day ers de & Cour commence en J369. Du Tillet, Recueil des Tiaites* 
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of this gallant prince, who, finding his ftrength inadequate to fuftain the fatigues 
of war, firft retired to Bourdeaux ; but, being led by his phyficians to believe 
that his native air would greatly facilitate his recovery, he determined to quit 
the continent. Accordingly, having exacted a promife from all the nobels who 

yed their loyalty, that they would pay obedience to his brother, John 



of Gaunt, 



j 



ary, with his only furviving fon, Richard, and arrived fafe at Southampton. 

A. D. 1372.] Du Guefclin, who had lately received the conftable's fword, 
from the hand of Charles, now purfued his conquefts without interruption ; the 



W ales 



them 



cefsful. The duke of Lancafter having refigned his command in Guienne, the 
earl of Pembroke was appointed to fucceed him ; but, on his voyage to Ro- 
chelle with a fleet of forty fail 9 he was intercepted by a Spanifti fquadron of 
fuperior force, fitted out by Henry, king of Caftile, who had warmly efpoufed 
the inter eft of Charles. The two fleets met on the morning of the twenty- 
third of June, when the attion immediately commenced, and continued, with 
unremitted ardour, till night put an end to the combat^ which was, however, 
renewed on the enfuing morn with equal fury. The viftory was at length de- 
cided in favour of the Spaniards, who, befides being ftronger, had the advan- 
tage of cannon, with which the Englifh were wholly unprovided. The earl 



of Pembroke, and 
moft of his fliips were taken or funk. 



made prifone 



Montmor 



garrifon to the fword ; he then reduced Chauvigny on the river Creufe, Lenfac, 
and Montcontour. St. Severe was obliged to capitulate, and Poi&iers was 
furrendered by its inhabitants. But the Englifh fuftained a ftill greater lofs in 
the capture of the captal de Buche, who was taken prifoner in a fkirmifh. He 
was conveyed to Paris, and thrown into prifon. Charles, who, deftitute of 
valour himfelf, could only relpeft it in another when exerted in his own fer- 
vice, having in vain attempted to corrupt his fidelity, configned him to perpe- 
tual confinement. All the offers of Edward to ranfom him were reje&ed, and, 
after a captivity of five years, he fell a prey to laflitude and grief. 

The caftle of Soubife, and Taillebourg, were reduced by the French.. 
Xaintes was furrendered by the inhabitants; Rochelle was betrayed by the 
mayor; moft of the towns in Aunis, Xaintonge, and Poitou, experienced a 
fimilar fate'. Benon, and fever al other fortreffes were taken by affault, or fur- 
rendered. Part of the garrifon of Benon were put to the fword, and fuch as 
fell into the hands of the French were hanged ; becaufe David Olegrane, 

governor of the place, had cut of the nofes and ears of feveral of the citizens 
of Rochelle, who happened to be at Benon when Rochelle was betrayed by 
the inhabitants • The reft of the garrifon retired to the caftle, but were 
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reduced to furrender at difcretion. ClHTon, who was prefcnt at the fiege, deflred 

that the prifoners might be left to his difpofal ; and his requeft being granted 
he placed himfelf at the gate of the tower, and mafTacred the Englifh as they 
came out ; fwearing, that he would ferve all their countrymen in the fame man- 
ner, wherever he ftiould meet with them. The firft fifteen he clove down the 
fkull with his battle-axe ; whence he acquired the appellation of Butcher. 

To complete the entire reduction of Poitou, Thenars alone remained to be 
fubdued. It was a place of great ftrength ; and all the Poi&evin nobility, 
who ftill preferved their allegiance to Edward, had taken refuge there; but, 
it being inverted by a powerful army under the command of du Guefclin, who 
battered the^walls with cannon, the garrifon were reduced to the neceffity of 
capitulating *j and their -offer to furrender, if not relieved by the king of Eng- 
land, or one of his fons, before Michaelmas was accepted, Edward, apprifed 
of this circumftance, determined to haften in perfon to the relief of Thouars, 
with an army which he had aflembled for an invafion of France on the fide of 
Picardy ; but the elements warred in favour of Charles : the Englifli monarch, 
having been detained nine weeks, by contrary winds, was obliged to forego his 
enterprife, and return to England. After the reduction of Thouars, the army 
feparated, and the princes and general officers repaired to Paris, to fettle the 
plan of operations for the enfuing campaign. 

Charles employed this interval of tranquillity, in taking proper meafures for 
reftraining the licentioufnefs of the troops* All foldiers were ftriftly enjoined 
to return quietly to their habitations, without committing any diforders on the 
road ; and every officer was prohibited from railing companies in future, with- 
out obtaining an exprefs commiffion from the king, the princes of the blood, or 
the commander in chief ; the commanders of companies were made relponfiblc 
for the conduct of their fubaltern officers, and private men j each company was 

to confift of a hundred men at arms ; and the commanders of fuch companies 
were to receive a hundred livres a month. 

Charles made, about this period, the acquifition of the county of Auxerre; 
which he pur chafed from John de Chalons, count of Tonnere, for thirty thou- 
fand livres of gold. The king united that county to the royal demefnes. 

A. D. 1373.] The enfuing campaign was opened by fir Robert Knolles, 
who, with thirty thoufand men, marched from Calais, and extended his ra- 
vages to the gates of Paris. But Charles baffled every attempt to bring his 
troops to a decifive aftion; and reftrained the native impetuofity of the 
French, to which were principally owing the defeats at Crecy and Poiftiers. 
The Englifh continued their march to the provinces of Anjou and Maine, which 
they laid wafte ; but a part of his troops having revolted and forfaken him, 
Knolles was defeated by du Guefclin. The fmall remains of the Englifh forces, 
inftead of reaching Guienne, were compelled to take flicker in Brittany. 

A fimilar attempt was afterwards made by the duke of Lancafter, who ipr- 
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died from Calais, with an army of equal for ce, on the 20th of July, 1373; 
and, having ravaged Artois and Picardy, purfued his route through Champagne, 
Burgundy, Beaujolois, Forez, and Auvergne, into Guienne ; and arrived 
at Bourdeaux about Chriftmas, with barely one half of his army, without ha- 
ving befieged a fingle town, or fought a fingle battle. 

The-duke of Brittany, in the mean time, having evinced a difpofition to fa- 
vour the interefts of Edward, the nobles, feduced frdm their duty by the in- 
trigues of Charles, threatened to renounce their allegiance, and difown him. 
This tendency to revolt confirmed Montfort in his defigns j and he admitted 
Engliflx garrifons into his principal towns, to preferve them from the attempts 
of his fubjefts, The nobility made application to the king of France, and 



felony 



duke*. While their meflengers were at Paris, they openly hoift 

of rebellion. The duke attempted to ftem the torrent of revolt, and, with a 
ftnall body of troops inverted Saint-Mahe ; but while he was engaged in the 
fiege of that place, he daily received intelligence of foxne new defe&ion. 

The king lent a favourable ear to the application of the infurgents ; but be- 
fore he commenced hoftilities he fummoned the duke of Brittany to fulfil the du- 
ties of a vaflal of the crown, by refufing a paflage to the troops of his enemies, 
by abftaining from receiving them into the towns and fortreffes of Brittany, 
and by affiiting his fovereign in the war againft Englancl. To this the duke 
replied, that he would, in future, refufe a patfage to the Englifh troops, but 
that it was impoffible-for him to affift the king of France, againft his ally the 
king of England. He fanftioned this refufal by a private article in the treaty 
of Bretigny, which exempted him from bearing arms againft Edward ; and he 
offered to produce letters, fignedby the king r and the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy. But Charles, without deigning to liften to the excufe, gave orders to 
the conftable to enter Brittany with the troops under his command. 

Du Guefclin prepared to ravage his native country with fire and fword. He 
was received at Rennes by the lord of Laval, and received a confiderable ac- 
celfion of force by the junction of all the leaders of the revolt. The duke dis- 
played a degree of courage and generofity that did honour to his heart. Ha- 
ving colle&ed a body of about feven hundred men at arms, he kept the field for 
fome time, though oppofed by an army greatly fuperior in numbers; The 
xioiz prudent members of his council advifed him to avert the threatening 
ftorm, obferying that, by pretending to renounce his alliance with England, he 

would take away all pretext from the king of France to attack him, and from 

the nobles of Brittany to perfift in their revolt. Had Montfort's honour been 

like that o£ Charles, he might have profited by this advice j but, he rejedled 
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The expences which the duke had been obliged to incur for refitting the at- 
tacks of the French, rendered it neceffary to impofe new taxes on his fubjefts ; 
which gave the nobles an opportunity of exciting the people*to revolt. Thus 
deftitute of money and troops, andfurrounded by enemies on all fides, he refold 

ved to embark for England; with this view he conduced his confortto Auray 
the governor of which place was almoft the only officer in his fervice on whofe 
fidelity he could rely ; he then repaired, to Concq, where he took (hipping, and 
landed fafe at Portfmouth, having left Sir Robert Knolles in the capacity of lieu- 
tenant-general of Brittany. 

The duke's departure was followed by the reduction of moft places which 
ftill acknowledged his authority. The conftable laid fiege to Hennebonne, 
The walls were battered with cannon, and the conftable refolved to carry the 
place by afTault. The Englifh garrifon, aflifted by the inhabitants, defended 
thenifelves with courage and vigour. Du Guefclin, having approached fuffici- 
ently near to the walls to be heard from the ramparts, thus addrefted the citizens: 
4C Hark ye, friends, it is certain we' fhall conquer you all, and fup in the town 
" this very night ; but, if any one of you fhall dare to throw a ftone or any 
ic thing elfe, by which the meaneft of our men or boys fhall be flain, I vow to 
" God that Til put you all to death." The inhabitants forbore all farther re- 
fiftance ; and the defence of the town was left entirely to the Englifh, who 
were unable to guard the fortifications, which were very extenfive ; they were 
repulfed in every part, and put to the fword. 

From Hennebonne the conftable repaired to Breft,. which was defended by a 
ftrong garrifon, under fir Robert Knolles. Clifton, at the fame time, formed 
the fiege of Roche-upon-Yon, in Poitou. Breft made fuch a vigourous refin- 
ance that the French defpaired of taking it by afTault ; and, to make a diver- 
lion, 'they laid fiege to Derval, which was the property of Knolles, who, as 
they hoped, would fly to its defence, while the rebel nobles of Brittany in- 
verted Becher el. After the redu&ion of Roche-upon-Yon, Clifton joined the 
French troops before Derval, and the garrifon fearing it would be impoffible to 
hold out much longer, confented to furrender the place, if not relieved before 
the expiration of two months ; the governor delivered hoftages for the perfor- 
mance of his promife. 

During the fiege of Breft, the conftable went to Nantes, expecting to meet 
with no more oppofition than he had experienced in moft of the other towns ; 
but the inhabitants ftiut the gates againft him, and refufed to receive the French 
on any other terms than as guardians of the city, which was to be furrendered 
to the duke as foon as he fhouldeffeft an accommodation with the king of France. 
They farther required that the public revenue fliould befequeftered in the hands 
of the citizens, till their fovereign fliould come to claim it. The terms were 
accepted. 

The fiege of Derval had the defired effed upon -Knolles, who, anxious to 
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preferve a fortrefs which belonged'to himfelf, agreed to furrender Breft, if not 

relieved by a fuperior army in forty days. Thefe terms were the more readily 
accepted by the French, as they knew that there were not troops fufficient in 
Brittany to annul the treaty. Knolles, freed from the care of attending to the 
fafety of Breft, haftened to Derval, with a determination not to comply with 
the terms to which the governor had, in his abfence, confented. Molt of the 
French troops were then ordered by Charles to leave Brittany. 

Du Guefclin waited with patience till the expiration of the limited time for 
the furrender of Breft ; but lord Salifbury fruftrated his hopes by landing a 
body of troops fuperior in number to the French. That nobleman left afup- 
ply of men and proviiions in the town, and then fet fail. As foon as Knolles 
arrived at Derval, he fignified to the duke of Anjou, and the conftable, who 
were at Nantes, that he did not think himfelf bound to obferve the engage- 
ment contra&ed by his officers, who, by promifmg to furrender the place, had 
exceeded the bounds of their authority. The duke immediately repaired to 
Derval; and, having waited till the term had expired, he fummoned Knolles to 
give up the caftle ; and, on his refufal, threatened to put the hoftages to death. 
Knolles treated his threats with contempt, and replied, that he was refolved 
to keep the fortrefs ; and that, if the duke facrificed the hoftages to his refent- 
ment, he would retaliate on the French knights who were in his power, and 
for whofe ranfom he had refufed one hundred thoufand livres*. Oliver de 

GlifTon told the duke of Anjou, that he would lay down his arms if he did not 
order them to be executed, adding, that the fiege of Derval had coft upwards 
of fixty thoufand livres, and that it was juft their enemies iliould be puiiifhed 
for their dijloyalty. The duke told ClifTon to do what he pleafed with the ho£», 
tages ; he accordingly ordered the unfortunate vittimsto be led to the caftle walls,, 
where they were beheaded, in the fight of the garrifon. The executioner had no 
fooner performed his talk, than a fcaffold, which had been previoufly prepared, 
appeared, projecting from one of the windows of the fortrefs, and three knights 
and one efquire were beheaded, and their heads thrown among the befiegers* 
This bloody fcene was followed by a vigorous fally, in which the French were 
repulfed with great flaughter, and ClifTon received a dangerous wound. The 
fiege was foon after raifed, and the French troops were recalled to defend the 
kingdom from the attacks of the duke of Lancafter. 

A. D. 1374.] The Englifh, having now loft all their continental pdflcffions, 
except Bayonne, Bourdeaux, and Calais, liftened to the riiediation of the pope* 
conferences were accordingly opened at Bruges. for the purpofe of .effecting an 
accommodation ; and, on the eleventh of February, 1 374, a truce was concluded^ 
Which was to continue till Eafter ; but, before its expiration, it w^s prolonged 
to the firft of May, 1375, Previous to the conclufion of this tru<5e> the duke 

* Froiflard, 
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of Brittany, having received a fupply of money from Edward, colle&ed a body 
of two thoufand men at arms, and three thoufand archers ; and, accompanied 
by the earl of Cambridge, and feveral of the Englifli nobility, embarked at 
Southampton, and landed at Saint-Mahe. As he carried the citadel by affault, 
and put the garrifon to the fword^ the town immediately furrendered. He then 
took and fa.cked Saint-Paul de Leon. The duke, purfuing his conquefts, formed 
the fiege of Saint Brieuc, which had been newly fortified by Oliver de ClifTon, 
and was defended by a numerous garrifon. ClifTon, and the lord of Laval, 
.commanded in Brittany after the departure of the conftable, and were then at 
Lamballe. Kimperlay, a town of confiderable importance, being greatly incom- 
moded by a neighbouring fortrefs, which John of Evreux, one of the duke's 
officers, had receiitly repaired, the garrifon fent to Lamballe for affiftance. 
-ClifTon and Beaumanoir accordingly joined them, and they were on the point 
of reducing the fortrefs, when the duke of Brittany, being apprifed of their 
motions, raifed the fiege of Saint-Brieux, and haftened to its relief. ClifTon 
.was employed in giving orders for an aflault, when news was brought him that 
the Englifh had advanced within two leagues of his camp. He fled with pre- 
cipitation to Kimperlay ; he was purfued by the duke, who inverted the place, 
and took every precaution to prevent his efcape. The fiege was prefTed with 
vigour.; ClifTon and his affociates, knowing their fit uation to be defperate, de- 
fended themselves with intrepidity ; but, deprived of all hopes of relief, they 
at length afked to capitulate. The 
cretion, and granted them a ceffation of arms for a week. This fhort armi- 
stice was* on the point of expiring, when two noblemen arrived in the duke's 
camp with news of the tru.ce, concluded at Bruges, in which Brittany was ex- 
prefsly included ; he therefore raifed the fiege, and ClifTon efcaped. 

During this interval of peace, Charles pafTed an edidt, fixing the majority of 
the kings of France at their entrance into their fourteenth year, contrary to the 

regulation of Philip the Hardy, which ^continued their minority till they had 
attained fourteen complete*. His conftitution was impaired by inceflant at- 
tention to bufinefs, but flill more by the effects of the poifon which had been 
adminiftered to him by the king of Navarre, while he was dauphin. The tender 
years of his ddeft fon Charles gave him ferious inquietude, as he was alarmed 
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and Burgundy^ with the dangerous 

have been perfectly acquainted. 

The majority of the kings of France had, fince the firft eftablifhment of the 
monarchy, experienced feveral variations. The period of their majority was 
fc determined by their ability to fupport the fatigues of military fcrvice. The 
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their children, of courfe, were able to bear them when very young ; hence 

their majority was fixed at the completion of their fifteenth year. Childebert the 
Second was not older, when Goutran declared him of age by putting a javelin 
in his hand, according to the cuftom of the times, in prefence of the national*, 
aflembly. The mode of waging war changed during the fecond race; the 
armies* were almoft wholly compofed of cavalry, and the complete armour 
worn by the men required the ftrength of maturity to fupport it ; the majority, 
therefore, was protrafted till the age of twenty-one. This cuftom fubfifled 

when the king paired his edift ; but he knew that a monarch might govern his 
kingdom without fighting. 

In this year, the appanage of Lewis, the king's fecond fon, was fixed at 
twelve thoufand livres a year*, in land, in addition to which he was to receive^ 
when at age, the fum of forty thoufand livres, for the eftablilhment of his 
houfhold. The king, at the lame time, fettled the marriage-portions of his- 
daughters. The el deft, the princefs Mary, was to have one hundred thoufand 
livres, befides furniture, clothes, and jewels, fuitable to her rank. The other 
princeffes were to have, each of them, fixty thoufand livres, with furniture, &c. 

When he had thus lettled his family affairs, Charles took necefTary nieafures 
for the fafe government of the kingdom at his death. He conferred the office 
of regent on his elder.brother the duke of Anjou ; and, in cafe of his death or 
abfence, on the duke of Burgundy ; no notice whatever was taken of his fecond 
brother, the duke of Berry, with whole condu& the king was difpleafed. The 
powers of the regent received certain modifications ; he was prohibited from 
alienating the domains of the crown, under any pretext whatever. The duke 
fvvore to obferve all the conditions impofed on hirii. 

As the regent was exempted from giving any account of his adminiftration, 
when his power expired, the king entrufted the guardianlhip of his children, 
and the cafe of the public revenue to the queen, aflifted by the dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Bourbon ; and, in cafe of her death, the two princes were to take 
that important truft upon themfelves ; he ordered, at the fame time, that the 
furplus of the revenue, after defraying all the neceftary expences, fhould be de- 
pofited in the hands of Bureau de la Riviere, the firft chamberlain, to be paid 
to the king, as foon as he fhould come of age. A council was appointed to aflift 

the queen and the two princes. This council, compofed of the principal men 
of the three orders of the ftate, was well calculated to balance the power of 
the regent, .in cafe he fhould incline to abufe it. The queen, princes, nobility, 
prelates, and chief officers of the ftate, fwore to obferve thefe regulations. 
A. D. 1375 to 1377/] Some farther attempts were now made to effect a 

peace between France and England ; but the pretenfions of the rival moriarchs- 

* * 

When the difference in the prices of every article of confumption be confidered, which, by the beft 
computation, appears to be as five to one, the prince's fettkment was equal to fix hundred thoufand li- 
vres, or about twe.nty.five thoufand pounds ftcrling. 
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were fo widely oppofite,that it was impoflible to reconcile them. Charles demand- 
ed the reftitution of fourteenhundredthoufand livres, which had been paid towards 
his father's ranfom, and the demolition of the citadel and fortifications of Calais, 
Edward infifted that the treaty of Bretigny fliould be fully enforced* The king 
declared thefe conditions inadmiflible, being diredly contrary to the oath which 
he had taken on his accejjion to the throne. All, therefore, that the pope's legates 
could obtain, was a farther prolongation of the truce to thefirftof April, 1377, 
All the taxes which had been impofed during the war ftill continued to be le- 
vied ; and Charles having, by this means, filled his coffers, began to provide 
for the future fecurity of the kingdom, by encreafmg his navy, which had been 
almoft wholly neglected, fince the reign of Saint Lewis. The advantage of a 
powerful fleet had been demonftrated in the late conteft, when that of Spain 
fruftrated the plans of the Englifh for recovering their continental poffeflions, 
A number of veflels were conftrufted on the coaft of Normandy ; and eclifts 
were publiftied for preferving the forefts, which fupplied timber for building 
them . 

. The demefhes of the crown were encreafed by the death of Philip, duke of 
Orleans, who expired in September, 1375*. This prince, the king's paternal 
uncle, had married Blanche of France, poflhumous daughter of Charles the 
Fair, Charles -immediately re-annexed the duchy of Orleans to the crown, 
and took every means in his power to prevent its future alienation ; but his com- 
mands, on this occafion, were no more regarded than his other arrangements, 
with refpeft to the regency. 

At this period the,Englifti fuftained an irreparable lofs in the death of their 
favourite the prince of Wales ; who, after a lingering illnefs, died at Weftmin- 
fter, on the eighth of June 1376, in the forty-fixth year of his age, to the inex- 
preffible forrow of his father, and the fincere regret of the whole nation. The 

death of Edward was lamented even by his enemies ; Charles honoured his me- 
mory with every mark of relpeft ; he ordered a funeral fervice to be perform- 
ed in the chapel belonging to his palace, at which he affifted, accompanied by 
all the great men of the kingdom. The king of England furvived his fon about 
a year, when he expired at Shene, in Surry, on the twenty-firft of June, 1377 ; 
leaving his throne to Richard fon to the Black Prince, who was crowned in lefs 
thari a month after the death of his grandfather. As the truce was now expire 
ed, Charles thought the conjun&ure highly favourable for renewing the war 
with England. He fet five armies on foot at the fame time ; and his troops pur- 
fued their conquefts, almoft without oppofition, while a French fleet, under the 
command of John de Vienne, admiral of France, ravaged the Englifh coafts, 
burnt the towns of Rye, Haftings, Portfmouth, Dartmouth, and Plymouth, and 
defeated a body of men whom the prior of Lewes had haftily affembled to flop 

lh«ir depredations. 

* TrSfor des Chart t reg. 109. p« 20, Receuil des Ordonnances, t, 6. 
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The French had hitherto made little progrefs in naval affairs ; the navy flou- 

riflied during the reign of Charlemagne, but was neglected by his fucceffors. 
The firft monarchs of the third race, poffefling but few maritime provinces, had 
no occafion for naval forces ; little attention, therefore, was paid to fhip-build- 
ing till the time of the crufades. The almoft inceffant wars which afterwards 
broke out between France and England compelled the French to make efforts 
for difputing the empire of the fea. Numerous fleets iffued from their ports ; 
but they, were chiefly trading veffels, the owners of which lent them to the king 
in time of war, for a ftipulated fum. Befides this refource, the Caflilians and 
Genoefe, then deemed the moftfkilful mariners in Europe, were called to their 
affiftance. The French and Englifti courted the alliance of thefe powers ; and 
the fquadrons of Genoa fought alternately for both nations. Charles was the 
firft French monarch of the third race who formed a plan for a fleet of his own. 
With this view, he ordered a great number of veffels to be built in the ports 
of Normandy, folely for the purpofe of war. They were larger than thofe 
which were generally ufed ; though not to be compared, either for fize or con- 
venience, with the {hips of the prefent times. Indeed, a modern vefTel, of a 
middle fize, could not have entered the beft harbour the French then poffeffed*'. 
The largeft veffels were called gallies ; they were worked with oars and failst, 
and fupplied with low towers, whence ftones and other mifiile weapons were 
thrown on the enemy ; they had alfo machines neceffary for grappling and boar- 
ding. To the prow was fixed a long thick poll, cafed with iron, for the pur- 
pofe of crufhing the fides of the enemy's (hips. Other veffels, though fmaller 
in bulk, flood higher in the water j thefe were never worked with oars unlefs 
when it was attempted to gain the wind in time of aftion j large fhips were 
ufed for tranfporting the men at arms, called huiffiers^ from the huys^ or door 5 

through which the horfes were admitted. 

An army affembled by the duke of Burgundy, on the frontiers of Picardy, 
formed the fiege of Ardres, which capitulated after an obftinate defence j as did 
the fortrefs of Ardiwich, and the caftle of Vauclingun. The reduction of thefe 
three places reftrained the depredations of the garrifons of Calais and Guines, 
which had been accuftomed to extend their incurfions to the gates of Boulogne. 

The duke of Anjou was equally fuccefsful in the Ibuthern parts of the king- 
dom, where he reduced all the towns and fortreffes which ftill remained inpof~ 
feffion of the Englifh, except Bayonne and Bourdeaux ; while Cliffon completed 
the fubjection of Brittany, leaving only to its lawful fovereign the fingle town 
of Breft,, which was likewife invefted by the French. During thefe operations 
the king of France received in his capital the emperor Charles the Fourth, and 
his fon Wenceflaus, king of the Romans. The emperor created the dauphin 

vicar-general of Dauphiny, and ceded to him the caftle of Pompet, in that pro- 
vince, 

•* Villaret. - + Hift. dc la Milice Francoifei t, z. 
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Soon after the departure of his uncle, Charles loft his queen, jane of Bour- 
bon, who, after giving birth to a prin cefs , had the imprudence, contrary to the 
advice of her phyficians, to bathe ; flie had no fooner entered the bath, than flie 
was feized with a diforder that terminated her exiftence in a few days. While 
the king was indulging his lbrrows for the death of this princefs, he was alarm- 
ed by fecret intelligence of a defign againft his own life. Sufpicions immediately 
fell upon Charles the Bad. On the apprehenfion of his chamberlain, who was 
then at the French court, the fufpicions were confirmed, and it appeared on the 
trial, that that monarch had endeavoured to bribe a Jewifh phyfician, named 
Angel to poifon the king; but the Jew, refufmg to be concerned in luch a 
plot, he caufed him to be thrown into the fea. He then ordered a fubtle poifon 
to be prepared, under his own infpeftion, by a female Jew ; and entrufted it to 
a valet-de-chambre, who was to gain accefs to the palace, by means of a rela- 
tion who held a poft in the king's kitchen, and there to wait for a favourable 
opportunity to adminifter it. On the difcovery of this plot, Charles gave orders 
to feize all the places belonging to the king of Navarre, in Normandy ; and, at 
the caftle of Bern ay, one of that monarch's fecretaries was taken and brought to 
Paris. His name was Peter du Tertre ; he underwent a clofe examination, but 
though privy to all the political manoeuvres of his matter, he perfevered in de- 
claring his total ignorance of the plot. As a prifoner of war, Charles could 
poffibly have no other pretext for bringing him to trial ; he was, however, con- 
demned, together with the chamberlain, and they were beheaded in the mar- 
ket-place at Paris. 

A. D. 1378.] While the duke of Anjou was depriving Charles the Bad of 
all the places he poflefled in Languedoc, the duke of Burgundy and the con- 
ftable du Guefclin went to feize his Norman poiTeffions ; and, as the Navarrefe 
governors made an obftinate refiftance, the king himfelf went to Rouen to fiv- 
perintend and direft the military operations. All his towns and fortrefleswere 
reduced and difmantled, except Cherbourg,, which he delivered to the En- 
glifh, for a fin all lupply of troops which they agreed tofurnifh him. 

The Englifh had not been long in pofleflion of Cherbourg before it was in- 
verted by du Guefclin. But the ftrength of its fortifications, and its nume- 
rous garrifon, refilled every attack. Though the fiege was prefled with all 
poffible vigour, the conftable was unable to make the finalleft impreflion. In 
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a fleet, and failed with a body of troops to the afliftance of the duke of Britta- 
ny. He laid fiege to Saint Malo, a place of great ftrength, and, after remain- 
ing fometime before the town, perpetually harafled by the garrifon on one fide, 
and by the French on the other, he was forced to return to England. He was 

followed by the duke, who concluded a treaty with the court of Lpndon, and 
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obtained a promife of more effectual affiftaiice, on condition of delivering Breft 
to the Englifh. They now poflefTed the four principal ports in the kingdom, 
Calais, Cherbourg, Breft, and Bourdeaux. 

For the reduction of this laft place, the king had permitted the duke of Anjou 
to levy a general tax upon the inhabitants of Guienne. The duke received the 
produce of the tax, which he appropriated to his own ufe. The inhabitants of 
Montpellier, incenfed at this oppreflion, revolted, feized the duke's officers, 
and put them to death. Eighty perfons are faic} to have fallen viftims to the 
rage of the populace. The duke, colle&ing a body of troops, haftened to 
quell the infurreftion ; but the tumult had fubfided before he reached the town, 
and the citizens implored his mercy. He condemned them to lofe their pri- 
vileges, their univerfity, their archives, and municipal jurifdidtion ; to forfeit 
one half of all their property ; to pay a fine of one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand livres ; to found a church ; and to demolifh the gates, walls, and forti- 
fications of the town. Two hundred citizens were condemned to be beheaded ; 
two hundred to be hanged ; two hundred to be burnt; and their pofterity was 
doomed to fervitude and perpetual infamy. From the execution of this inhu- 
man fentence the duke was difluaded, though with great difficulty, by the car- 
dinal d'Albani, and a Dominican friar. All the punifhments were remitted ex- 
cept the pecuniary fine, and a farther exa&ion of fix thoufand livres, for expences , 
Towards the end of this year, the king fent a reinforcement of troops to all 
the fortrefles in the vicinity of Cherbourg, and ordered William de Bordes to 
enter the Cotentin, and keep the garrifon in awe. Des Bordes, fixed his quar- 
ters at Montbourg,. and fcoured the neighbouring country. About the lame 
time, fir John Harlefton failed from Southampton, with three hundred men at 
arms, and the fame number of archers, and landed at Cherbourg, where, being 
joined by apart of the garrifon, he took the field, and meeting with des Bordes 
a defperate acftion enfued. The two commanders, each armed with his battle- 
axe, difplayed equal bravery ; victory long remained doubtful ; Harlefton was 
once thrown to the ground, but, having recovered his arms, he obtained, after 
an obftinate conqueft, a complete viftory : every one of the French was either 
killed or taken V Des Bordes was among the prifoners. 

The king, when informed of this difafter, fent a frefli body of troops to take 
pofleflion of Montbourg. But the Englifli .maintained the fuperiority they had 
acquired; and, as Charles had another projeft in view,, he foon ordered his 
troops to evacuate the Cotentin ; the inhabitants expofed, by this means, to the 
mercy of tlie Englifh^ left their houfes, and, taking their families with them,, 
fixed their refidence in fome other part of the kingdom. The Cotentin, one of 
the moft fertile diftrifts in the province, became wholly depopulated. Charles, 
had long been anxious to obtain Brittany, and the enmity of the duke, whom 

he had conftantly perfecuted, was deemed a fufficient plea for that meafure, 

The treaty of Guerrande was as little refpefted as that of Bretignyj having 



1 82 • HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

1 

fecured, as lie imagined, the attachment of the. Breton nobility, he thought 
that the mere fignification of his intent was fufficient to annex that duchy to 
his crown. On the twentieth of June, 1378, Montfort was cited to appear 
before the court of peers, to anfwer againft the charge of rebellion. The forms 
of juftice were neglected ; the citation was not ferved Jipon the duke, nor even 
fent to Breft, the only town that ftill acknowledged his authority. 

The fourth of December was the day appointed for the trial ; and, on the 
ninth of the fame month, the king held a bed of juftice, at which all the peers 
of France were fummoned to attend. Charles pleaded his own caufe ; and, after 

ftating the accufations againft Montfort, he propofed that that prince fliould be 

declared guilty of lefe-majefty and incur the punifliment due to fucli a crime ; and 
that, in confequence thereof, the duchy of Brittany, and all other territories 
which he pofTefled in France, fliould be confifcated and annexed to the crown. 
The peers, who aflifted at this bed of juftice, pretended that they ought to be 
the fole judges in a caufe in which one of their body was the defendant, and 
not the king, who was a party in the caufe ; and they required, in cafe they 
proceeded to condemn the duke of Brittany, that Charles fliould grant them 
letters-patent, declaring that this trial flipuld never be confidered as a prece- 
dent? prejudicial to their ancient rights. The king promifed the letters, but 
never kept his word, 

As Charles had fome reafbn to miftruft the zeal of his fubjefts in the profecu- 
tion of a war which was generally confidered as unjuft, he ftrengthened himfelf 
by forming connexions with foreign princes and noblemen. To moft of thefehe 
granted annual penfions, for which they were to perform military fervice, and 
to furnifti a ftipulated number of men. In the treafury of the chartres at Paris, 
there are an infinite number of written obligations of this nature, figned by- 
warriors of all ranks from crowned heads down to Ample knights, who were al- 
lured, by the gold of France, from the frontiers of Flanders, from Brabant, 
from the banks of the Rhine, and from the interior parts of Germany. This 
cuftom, which had long obtained, .offered but a feeble and precarious refonrce 
to the ftate, while the penfions occafioned a heavy and certain expence. Thofe 
whofe penfions were made chargeable on the treafury did homage for them; 
but little reliance could be placed on thefe vaflals. The introduction of pecu- 
niary fiefs could only be ufeful when confined within the limits of the kingdom* 
William,, duke of Julliers and Gueldres, acknowledged himfelf vaflal of the 
king, to whom he did homage, fwearing to ferve him againft all men, in con- 
iideration of a perpetual penfion of feven thoufand livres ; and his two fons 

followed th<e example of their father, for an annual gratification of two thoufand 
livres*. , ' 

The news of the proceedings againft the duke was iiQt received by the Bre- 
tons To favourably as the court had imaginedt. The people had begun to murr 
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mur, when Charles, who had never loft fight of his projett, fent orders to the confta- 
ble, de Cliffon, Rohan and Laval, to repair to Paris. When they arrived, theking ex- 
plained his conduit as to Montfort, ordered the fentence by which he was con- 
demned and the duchy confifcated, to be read in their prefence, and declared 
his intention of fending an army into Brittany* All this the Breton noblemen 
had expected, but the king told them, that he hoped they would furrender the 
fortified places in Brittany which they had in their poffeffion, that he might de- 
fend them from the Englilh. They replied, " that they would do all which was 

41 pqffible to ferve him." Cliffon was the only one of the four, who could be 

prevailed on to fecond the intentions of the king. His implacable hatred to 
Montfort overcame every other confideration, and induced him to make the 
promife required of him. 

A few days after this conference, Laval convened an aflembly of the Bretort 
nobility at his own houfe, when, after exprefling his furprife at the king's 
propofals, he protefted that it was his intention to oppofe the defign to the 
utmoft of his power, and that neither he nor any that belonged to him 
ftiould incur the reproach of having betrayed his country, his kinfman, or his 
lord. This fpeech was applauded by the company. DuGuefclin had not been 
invited to attend, not becaufe they doubted his fidelity, but the office of con- 
ftable which he held was deemed fufficient to exclude him from fuch an afTocia- 
tion. Having taken a vow to remain true to their country, they feperated, 
with a determination to retire from court, left an attempt might be made to 
fecure their perfons. They left Paris the next day, and repaired to Brittany* 

After the failure of this firft attempt, it was eafy to perceive that if the court 
of France could not engage fuch of the nobles of Brittany as had been moft fa- 
voured by the king, to fecond their views, thofe who had no fuch motives for at-* 
tachment would be ftill lefs favourably difpofed* In fail, the king's refolution 
was no fooner made public, than confederacies were formed in all quarters, as 
well of the people, as of the nobility ; the members of which bound themfelves 
by an oath to preferve inviolate the ducal right ', againft all' who fhould attempt 
to take pofTeflion of the duchy, without any other exception of perfons, than of 
him who was, by birth, the lawful fovereign thereof. Meafures were taken 
for a vigorous refiftance, in cafe of attack ; a tribute of twenty fbls upon eve- 
ry hearth was levied to pay the troops ; and general officers were appointed to- 
command them. The public revenue was fequeftered in the hands of admi-- 
niftrators ; and the Bretons, not contented with providing for the fafety of the* 
province, refolved to recal their duke. It was with concern they obferved, that 

thofe of the nobility who had engaged to fupport the interefts of the king a- 
gainft Montfort, had, at the fame time, deprived the province of the prefence 
of its ibvereign. Thus Charles, by an ambitious defire of extending his do- 
mains, loft, in a moment, the friendfhip of moft of the partifans which his po- 
licy. o r munificence had acquired 3 and this defection effectually deprived him o£- 
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thofe fervices, which, on other occafions, he had aright to expeft from them. 
Even the countefs of Penthievre herfelf, though flic was attached to France by 
the firmeft ties ; though fhe had the moft powerful reafons for hating Montfort 
who had fupplanted her family ; though (he was mother-in-law to the duke of An- 
jou, and was ftill more connefted with that prince by friendfhip than affinity- 
exerted her utmoft efforts to difcoricert the projects of Charles. 

Three envoys were appointed to wait on the duke, and engage him to return 
to his dominions. Montfort did not place an implicit reliance on thefe firft affii- 
rances of repentance and fidelity. He received the deputies with thofe marks 
of kindnefs and diftinftion which the news of a change fo happy and unexpec- 
ted deferved ; but, taught by experience, he declared, that notwithftandingthc 
confidence he repofed in the afle&ion of his fubjefts, which he confidcred as an 
infallible fecurity for his fpeedy re-eftablifhment, and his convittion of the fin- 
cerity of their promifes, he was neverthelefs determined to await till he faw a 
greater degree of certainty in the execution of lb laudable a project. He charged 
them at their departure to exhort his fubjefts to perfevere in their good inten- 
tions ; adding, that by their future conduft alone he fliould judge of the fince- 
rity of their attachment ; and that he flattered himfelf, if their return to their 

duty was as fin cere as they wiftied to perfuade him it was, they would be 

anxious to make their anions correlpond to their profefiions. 

The deputies returned to Brittany with this ahfwer; and found the people 
already in motion in different parts of the duchy. The king had deferred the 
execution of his project till the fpring ; and the court, in the mean time, were 
ignorant of what was paffing in Brittany ; they had only received information 
that various meetings were held, the refult of which was kept a profound fecret. 

A. D. 1379.3 The lord of Bourbon, in the mean time, with the marefcbal 
de Sancerre, John de Vienne, and la Riviere, had, in obedience to the king's 
orders, joined the duke of Anjou, to whom the chief management of the enter- 
prife was committed. The -king's favourites exerted their influence to prevent 
the conflable from being appointed commander in chief, a poft which, in this 
inftance, he evinced no anxiety to obtain. He was fent therefore into Brittany, 
with a very fmall body of troops, to guard thofe towns which had embraced 
the party of France ; he accordingly fortified Saint-Malo, where he remained 
during the commencement of the campaign. Whether Charles imagined that 
he fhould meet with but little refiftance, or whether he wiflied to found the 
difpofition of the people before he ferioufly embarked in an enterprife which 
he, probably^ began to confider as hazardous ; his efforts were greatly difpro- 
portioned to the importance of the undertaking. He muft certainly at this 
period, have been under the influence of infatuation ; for, inftead of attempt- 
ing to conciliate the affeftions of the Bretons, by a mild and moderate conduft, he 
already treated them as a conquered people, by fnbjefting their country to the 
ialt-gab&le, and other onerous exactions, from which Brittany was wholly ex- 
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cmpted. Thcfe exactions, the attempt to impofe which, had been one of the 
principal caufes of Montfort's difgrace, were juftly confidered as ftill more in- 
tolerable, on the part of a prince, whom the people regarded, as a .foreigner. 

The Bretons being determined to refift thefe efforts, newaflbciations were 
daily formed; troops were levied on all fides; and deputies were again fent to 
Montfort, from the nobility and principal towns, to prefs his immediate return 



to Brittany. Montfoi 



Englifh court, and em 



barked at Southampton, accompanied by fir Robert Knolles, fir Hugh Caverly, 
fir Thomas; Percy, 



men 



and two hundred archers. With this trifling force, but with the promife of 
more effectual affiftance, he failed irom England, and entered the mouth of the 



Malo 



*379 



As foon as the news of his intended return was made public, an immenfe 
crowd of people, from all parts of Brittany, flocked, to the banks of the Ranee, 
and even plunged into the water, as if anxious to haften the moment that was 



efteemed. He affured the 



Seek 



and 



a lawful prince, and the oppreflive fway of . an ufurper • 



mild 



Montfort 



fh 



^ ^ a ^ ^ 

Gaftilians endeavoured to intercept the tranfports, on board of which was a 
confiderable fupplyvof provifions and ammunition,'- befides the duke's treafure; 
and they were on the point of accomplifhing their objeft, when fir Hugh Cal- 
verly, having fir ft leen the prince in fafety, compelled Jhe pilot of his ownflfip 
to turn her head tow.ards the enemy. The Spaniards, furprifed. at an attack 
they had fo little Yeafori to expeft, were thrown into.cpnfufion, andTqon aban- 
doned the. purfuit.qf the tranfports, which took that opportunity of haftening ^ 
into port, '^vjjik,' the; . Englifh^ .archers engaged the- attention of the enemy, by 
pouring in upton" them .a,- flip werpf, arrows? As foon as. Calverlyfaw his little 
fleet in fafety he ;retreated in goqd order, and \\ren£ to receive the thanks and 
congratulations of - Montfort, who never forgot this important fervice. 



principal nobility of the duchy. • Tfre coqftable of Rennes joined him with a 
body of troops. r Tlie vifcount. of- Rohan,, formerly one of the moft zealous 
partifans of Charles of -Blois, fiaftened to liis 'affiftance, at tjie head of four hun- 
dred lances,^ The countefs.of Penthievre . had an interview with Montfort, 
whom, till then, fhe had regarded as an ufurper ; they conferred frequently toge- 
ther; and fhe partook in the joy which his .return, had occasioned. Thefe 
favourable fymptoms engaged the clake to declare, at the firft aflemhly that 
'vyas held at Dinan, his intention of anticipating the French, by attacking them 

firft ; a declaration received with unanimous applaufe.- The nobles then fcpa- 
Vol. II, Aa 
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rated, to make the neceflary preparations. Vannes was fixed upon for the ren- 
dezvous of the troops. 

Charles now perceived that he had alienated the affeftions of the Bretons, 
whom nothing but force could reduce to acknowledge his authority ; but pride 
continued the conteft which ambition had begun j and the duke of Anjou 
received orders to approach the frontiers of Brittany, while the conftable re- 
turned from St. Malo to Pontorfon, where he endeavoured to colledt a body of 
troops. But the duke of Anjou was more intent on a reconciliation than on 
hoftilities. Du Guefclin felt a fecret repugnance in difcharging the duties of 

his office, as conftable of France. He obeyed, however, the orders he had 
received, though the king foon put it out of his power to ferve him with effeft. 
The good fortune of du Guefclin in attaining to the firft dignity of the realm, had 
allured to his fervice a prodigious number of noblemen, moft of whom were his 
relations or friends, and all of them his countrymen. Many of thefe^ as foon as 
war was declared againft their fovereign, refigned their coinmiffions in the 
French army, and haftened to join their native ftandard. The king, piqued at 
their defertion, publiftied an ordonnance enjoining all the Bretons, who would 
not efpoufe his caufe, and take up arms againft Montfort, immediately to quit 
his dominions. The conftable, by this means, found himfelf abandoned by a 
great number of brave warriors, and officers of merit. Clifton, indeed, re- 
mained ,* but he himfelf was forfaken by thofe partifans whom he imagined 
moft firmly attached to him. The firft proof of this defection he experienced, 
on a fecond attempt which he made to get pofleflion of Nantes* ClifTon, having 
been refilled admittance into Guerrande, and finding the whole province in 
arms, went to join the conftable at Pontorfon, where the French troops, that 
were deftined for the invafion of Brittany, had aflemblcd^ with the dukes of 
Anjou and Bourbon at their head. 

The rendezvous of the Breton army had been appointed at Vannes. When 
the troops had aflembled, they advanced to meet the enemy at Pontorfon. But,, 

on the news of their approach, the French army, dilbanded, and the duke of 

Anjou propofed a truce for a month, which was accepted by Montfort. It was 
agreed that this interval of peace fliould be employed in bringing about an ac- 
commodation, the terms of which were left to the arbitration of the duke of 
Anjou, the count of Flanders,, the lords of Laval,. Rohan, Montafilant, and 
Beanmanoir* This compromise was figned by the countcfs of Penthievre, her 
fon Henry, and the Breton lords*. The duke of Anjou engaged to procure 
the king's confent to fubmit to the decifion of the arbitrators. His promife was 
guaranteed by Charles of Navarre, the duke of Bourbon, and the conftable, 
but the king thought proper to difavow it. 

La Riviere accufed the conftable of having fecretly favoured the duke o£ 
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Brittany; Charles gave credit to the accufation, and wrote an infulting letter 
to du Guefclin, reproaching him with infidelity; on the receipt of which that 
nobleman refigned his fword of office. His difgrace was no fooner known, 
than a murmur of indignation was heard throughout the kingdom ; the nation 
appeared fenfible that to his Cervices France had been indebted for her prefer- 



vationand glory. Th 



principal nobility, who 



had witneffed his military exploits, remonftrated with the king on the lofs 
which the ftate was about to fuftain. Charles, convinced of his error, haftened 
to repair it ; he difpatched the dukes of Anjou and Bourbon to Pontorfon : and 
thofe princes, with great difficulty, prevailed upon du Guefclin to refume his 

dignity. 

The conftable was now recalled from Brittany, and fent with a body of troops 
into the fouthern parts of France, which were much harrafTed by the incur- 
fions of the Engiifti. 

Du Guefclin entered Guienne, and reduced feveral places. At the commence- 
ment of the enfuing campaign he crofted the Bourbonnois, and, entering Au- 
vcrgne, laid fiege to a fmall fortrefs fituated a few leagues from Mende. The 
conftable prefled the fiege with extraordinary vigour, when he was attacked 
with a diforder that was judged to be mortal. He beheld the approach of death 
with that firmnefs and intrepidity, which never forfook him. On the news of 
his death, a general affliftion prevailed throughout the camp ; both officers and 
men deplored the lofs of their leader, their father, and companion ; even the 

enemy, who admired his courage, did juftice to his ^ u zr ~~~ 

had promifed to fiirrender the place to the conftable. 



memory. The 



fpecific time. The Englifh governor, followed by the whole garrifon, repaired 
to the tent of du Guefclin, and bending before the coffin, laid the keys of the 
fortrefs at the feet of the dead warrior. 
During this time the war had been renewed in Brittany, and though Charles 



lengtl 



decifion of the count of Flanders, 



Montfort 



to excite, once more, a fpirit of revolt among his fubjedls. He alfo inftigated 
pope Urban to threaten with excommunication fuch of the Bretons as fhould 
admit the Englifh forces into their towns or fortrefTes ; and the people, thus 
awed by a prieft, confented to violate the oath of allegiance they had fo re- 
cently confirmed. 
A. D. 1380.] At length the fuccours 



from 



march 



of July, and proceeded through the Boulonnoisto the river Somme, which he 
patted at Clery : then traverfing the Vermandois, the Laonnois, and the Soiffon- 
nois, the Englifh entered the fertile province of Champagne, and committed 
the moft dreadful devaluations in the environs of Rheims ; where, in one week, 
they are faid to have reduced to afhes Jixty villages.. But thefe ravages did not 
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induce Charles to deviate from that cautious policy which ever led him to avoid 

a decifive aftion. The town of Vertus was next burned, and the enemy purfu- 
ing their march, forded the Seine, and prefented themfelves in order of battle 
before the city of Troyes, where the duke of Burgundy awaited their arrival 
with two thoufand knights. This prince, however, refufed to accept a chal- 



1 



lenge fent him by the duke of Buckingham, who continued his route througl 
the Gatinois and la Beaufle, with the intention of croffing the province of 
Maine to Brittany. The EngliQi were purfued by a fuperior army, under the 
command of the dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon, who daily difpatched cou- 
riers to Charles to entreat his permiflion to bring them to action. Irritated, at 
length, by the repeated refufals of that monarch to grant their requeft, they de- 
termined to difobey his orders, and to engage the Englifh before they had paffed 
the river Sartre, which feperates Anjou from Maine ; but the news of the king's 
illnefs diverted them from their plan, by calling their attention to objefts more 

interefting to their ambition. 

The laft advice of Charles to the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, and Bourbon 

was, to proceed to the coronation of his fon ; to ftrengthen the alliance with 
Germany, by uniting him in marriage to a princefs of that country 5 to termi- 
nate the war with Brittany, and to conciliate the affeilions of the Bretons, from 
whom he acknowledged to have received the mod eflential fervices ; and laftly 
to abolifh the imports, for the more Ipeedy accomplifhment of which he order- 
ed an edift to be drawn up, which he ligned the very day of his death*. 

As a friend to the arts, as a patron of the fciences, as the promoter of many 
ufeful regulations of internal police, Charles is entitled to praife ; at his death, 
his treafure amounted to feventeen millions of livres, equal in value to one 
hundred and feventy millions of the prefent moneyt, and in effeft, to eight 
hundred and fifty ; or, upwards of thirty-five millions fterling! When we con- 
fider that, on his acceffion to the throne, the kingdom was greatly impover- 
iflied, and that this enormous fum was faved during a long and expenfive war, 
we may conclude, that the neceflity of confulting the happinefs of the people 

formed no part of his political creed. 

Charles left three children, by Jane of Bourbon ; Charles, the dauphin, who 
fucceeded him in the throne ; Lewis, duke of Orleans ; and Catharine of 
France, married to John of Berry, count of Montpenfiere, fecond fon to the 
duke of Berry. The funeral obfequies of Charles were not performed till the 
fourth of Oftober. 

Befides the territorial acquifitions already noticed during this reign, the king 
acquired the ifles of Oberon and Re, which he annexed for ever to the crowirf- 
he obtained from the count of Savoy, for fixteen thoufand florins of gold, the 
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ceffion of all the caftles and domains in his pofTeflion, on the French fide of the 
river Ifere. That river was thenceforth confidered as the limit which feparated 
Savoy from Dauphiny. 

The times were unfavourable for the encouragement of commerce, yet it 
was not wholly negle&ed. There were feveral manufactures in France, which, 
had not luxury introduced a tafte for foreign productions, might have fufficed 
for the confumption of the kingdom. Coarfe cloths were fabricated at Paris, 
Rouen, Amiens, Tournay, Rheims, Carcaflbnne, Marvejols, Saint Omer, 
Dourlens, Chalons, Terouane, Beauvais, Louviers, and at feveral other places. 
The mode of preparing wool, indeed, as praCtifed in Flanders was unknown; 
and all the fine cloths, worn by the nobility and gentry, were brought from 

BrufTels. Fine filks were imported from Italy, though filk-worms had been 

long introduced into the fouthern provinces of France. 

The tradefmen and artifans in the great towns had long been united in com- 
munities, diftinguifhed from each other by their particular privileges, cuftoms, 
and ftatutes. The Angularity of fome of thefe cuftoms is a fure proof of their 
antiquity. In the laws of the draper's company at Paris, is a claufe, by which 
it is ordained, that a difli fliall be provided for the king, at all public fcafts* ; 
whence it is probable that the French monarchs ufed formerly to attend thefe 

meetings. 

The metropolis continued almoft daily to encreafe in fize. As the king, the 
princes of the blood, and the chief nobility, had made it their principal reft- 
dence, the number of its inhabitants experienced a prodigious augmentation, 
which induced Charles to extend its limits. But, as the people were ftill crow- 
ded together in houfes ill conftru&ed, and of a great height, while the ftreets 
were extremely narrow, Paris became very unwholefomej and the air was 
farther corrupted by the uncleanlinefs of the inhabitants. An attempt was 
made to remedy this laft evil by fubje&ing to a fmall fine fuch citizens as ne- 
glected to clear the filth from before their doors once a week ; but the feverity 
of the edift was loudly complained of, and as much pains were taken to elude it, as 
to avoid the payment of an opprefiive tax, fo that the ftreets were frequently 
impaflable* To this muft be afcribed moft of thofe epidemic diforders which 
were fo prevalent in thofe times. Inftead of deflroying the fource of the di£ 
order, the people were accuftomed to apply for relief to fome particular faint, 
who thenceforth became the patron of that contagion he was fupplicated to re- 
move. Hence " the Divine, or Sacred fire/' " the fire of the Holy Virgin," 
" the fire of St. Ambroife," &c. — St. Anthony's fire had long been known. In 
the eleventh century a gentleman of Dauphigny, named Gafton, founded an 
order of perfons deftined to attend on thofe who were afflidted with it j the di£ 
tin&ive mark of this order was a T, affixed to the drefs. 

* Tre'for des Char, Reg. 94, Livrc Rouge da Chatelef, p. 78, Recueil des Ordonnances, 
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As Charles was fond of literature, he extended his prote&ion to all who cul- 
tivated the fciences. The tafte for ftudy, which had been encouraged by Char- 
lemagne, ceafed under his defcendants, and was but juft revived. The literary 
monuments of that age, which are ftill extant, give us no very favourable 
idea of the wifdom of the clerks, fo highly efteemed by Charles ; they oniy ap- 
pear to advantage when compared with the more ftupid productions of preceed- 
ing ages. The king had fpared no expence to procure the beft' collection of 
books that could be had; and, as the art of printing was not yet invented, not 
only a very great expence, but great trouble alfo, muft have been incurred in 
collecting even a fmall library. In faCt, a manufcript was a precious thing; 
and often bequeathed as a confiderable part of the fucceffion. Margaret of 
Sicily left a breviary to her father, the king of Sicily*. It was common to fee 
a breviary carefully prefer ved in the churches, in an iron cage, for the conve- 
nience of priefts who had no books of their own : it was placed in a part of the 
church where there was moft light, that feveral priefts might recite their office 
at the fame time. 

^ The prefident Henaut fays, that Charles may be juftly confidered as the true 
founder of the royal libraryf . John had not more than twenty volumes ; but his 
fon encreafed them to nine hundred; a collection then juftly confidered as im- 
menfe. Under the regency of the duke of Bedford, the nine hundred volumes 
were valued at two thoufand three hundred and twenty-three livres, four fols ; 
but that prince bought them for twelve hundred livres, and fent them to Lon- 
don. Some of thefe volumes, however, are ftill to be feen in the king's library 
at Paris ; thefe muft either have been at fome of the royal manfions, at the 
time of the purchafe, or elfe have been fmce bought up in England, and fent 
over to France. Such was the commencement of the royal library, which was 
corifiderably augmented by Lewis the Twelfth and Francis the Firft ; but it was 
principally indebted to Lewis the Fourteenth and Fifteenth for that degree of 
magnificence, which renders it one of the moft extenfive and valuable collec- 
tions in Europe. 

Among the books collected by Charles was a number of treatifes on judicial 
aftrology, which, during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, was regarded as 
the climax of human knowledge. Charles caufed all the books which had any 
relation to it to be tranflated. This fcience was held in fuch high eftimation, 
that every phyfician became an aftrologer. The father of the king's phyfician 
had a wonderful knowledge of the influence of the ftars on the difeafes of the 
human body, and on all the affairs of this world. " A learned mafter-afi 
" tronomer" had foretold that the dauphin u would have much to do in his youth, 
* c and would efcape great dangers and adventures a prediction which made the 
Jung very uneafy on his death-bed. Charles founded a college for the ftudy of 
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phyfic and aftrology, in favour of Gervafe Chretien, who was a great adept in 
thefe fciences. The college was plentifully provided with aftrolabes, quadrants, 
fpheres, and other neceflary inftruments. 

Had Charles confined his encouragement of the fciences to the prote&ion of 
judicial aftrology, the nation would have been little indebted to his tafte ; but, 
following the example of his father, he caufed feveral of the ancient claflics to 
be tranflated into French. The chief of thefe were Suetonius, Valerius Maxi- 
mus, and Jofephus ; with a new and more correct tranflation of Livy. The 
ethics and politics of Ariftotle were tranflated by Nicholas'Orefinus, and his 
problems by Evrard de Contis, phyfician to the king. John of Antioch trans- 
lated Cicero's Rhetoric, and the bifhop of Meaux undertook the Metamorphefes 
of Ovid, -at the requeft of Jane of Bourbon, wife to Charles. St. Auguftine's 
" City of God" was alfo tranflated during his reign ; as were the bible, the ho- 
milies and dialogues of pope Gregory, the decretals of the popes, and the infti- 
tutes of Juftinian. Theftatutesof different monafteries were " done into French 
verfe," for the convenience of monks who did not underftand Latin, .though 
that language was taught not only in the univerfities, but even in fome monafte- 
ries. Elizabeth, daughter to Charles count of Valois, taught Latin in the con- 
vent of Dominican nuns at Poifley*. 

Moft of thefe tranflations were faithlefs and incorrect. A contemporary writer 

reprefents the original authors as complaining of the ignorance of their tranflators, 
who made them fay things which they had never thought of. He. then adds, " Oh, 
" how happy would have been the fate of books, had there . been no tower of 
" Babel j for then there would have been but one language on the earth, and 
u no word would have flood in need of tranflationt I" 

The library of Charles contained many geographical chartst, illuminated 
with different colours, according to the tafte of the times. The knowledge of 
the loadftone had enabled French navigators to undertake long voyages. The 
inhabitants of Dieppe traded on the coaft of Guinea, fo early as the fourteenth 
century, A Dominican miflionary, who had pafled the line, addrefled his dis- 
coveries to Philip of Valois ; but, the ignorance in which the nations of Europe 
were then plunged, prevented this firft difcovery of a new world from attract- 
ing attention. The monk affirmed that the chriftians did not form a twentieth 
part of the inhabitants of the globe, and alfo the exiftence of the antipodes . 
The contrary opinion ftill continued to prevail, and thofe were treated as heri- 
tics, who believed that the globe could be equally peopled. Although geogra- 
phical knowledge would have been of great utility to Charles in his aftroxio- 
mical refearches, it made but little progrefs during his. reign. Such a difpofi- 
tion then prevailed to confound moral with phyfical objects, that the unh 
of Paris, in fome remonftrances they made to the pope, obferved that ■-' 
Ihould not be conficlered as a part of Europe, becaufe it was a fehijmxri 

* Bibl. Chart. Mem. de Litt. + Richard de Bun', Philobibl f--„, ■ . 
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The multitude of chronicles compofed in this century, moft of which are 

ftill extant in the libraries of France, prove, that the ftudy of hiftory was not 
neglefted, though it does not appear that the hiftorians of thofe times profited 
from the examples aiforded them by the writers of Greece and Rome. FroifTard 
was the only one whofe works were at once pleafing and inftru&ive ; notwith- 
ftanding their barbai'ous ftyle, they are ftill interefting. They contain nume- 
rous miflakes and mifreprefentations, FroifTard was a poet as well as an hif- 
torian. He compofed feveral poems on fubje&s that but ill-accorded with his 
profeilion as a prieft ; fuch as — " The Paradife of Love cc The Temple of 
" Honour;" u The Daily " The Prifon of Love " The Role andtheVio- 
cc let;" and a variety of amourous paftorals, ballads, and roundelays. But the 
poems of FroifTard, like all fimilar productions of that age, were deftitute of 
genius, tafte, and invention. Chronicles and private hiftoriesin verfe were much 
in vogue ; but reafbn was fo entirely lacrificed to rhime, that they had neither 
fenfe, decency, nor truth, to recommend them. The facred poems were, if 

poffible, ftill more difgufting, as they were more ftrongly tinftured with the 
ignorance and vulgarity of the age in which they were written*. 



The painters of this age were not more 



merit 



When 



they exerted all their fkill in prefer ving, with the utmoft prectfion, the drefs, 
and the form of the hair ; but they had no idea of expreffing the paffions, or, 
in fliort, of giving the fmalleft degree of animation to the perfon or counte- 
nance, That their meaning, however, might not be fubjeft to miftake or mil- 

reprefentation, they had recqurfe to written defcriptions, explanatory of the 
fubjeft. This curious expedient, which was long in vogue in France, originated 
in the following circumftance: a friend of Bufamaleo, a painter of Florence, 
confulting him on the beft mode of giving expreflion to his pictures, was ad- 
vifed to put words in the mouths of his figures, by means of labels, on which 
might be written what he wifhed them to fay. The ignorant artift followed 
his advice; he met with admirers as ignorant as himfelf, and his example was 
foon imitated, This ridiculous invention, being introduced into France, was 
adopted with avidity by the French painters. Nothing was then feen but pic- 
tures by queftion and anfwer, and, for greater fafety, they were careful to in- 
fcribe on every figure the name of the perfon whom it was intended to reprefent. 
Some of thefe performances are ftill extant; particularly in old tapeftry. 



Water 



duced till the following century. 

Villaret affertsl* that the fculptors of this period were equally ignorant \ 



vith 



the 
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decorations of the churches, they difplayed a total want of tafte, intelligence, 
and order ; that their productions were neither marked by fimplicity^nor di£ 
tinguiftied for elegance ; and that they were entirely ignorant of that connexion 
which lhould ever he preferved between the different obje&s of reprefentation. 
Father Montfaucon is of a different opinion ; he declares that the art of fculp- 
ture had made a rapid progrefs ; and that the fculptors of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries greatly excelled their predecefTors*. The few ftatues and 
fculptures which ftill remain in England, of thofe that were executed in France 
at this period, tend to confirm the truth of this declarationt. 

The Gothic ftyle of archrte&ure was ftill in ufe in France, as in other parts 
of Europe 5 and it feems to have been particularly calculated for religious 
buildings. The majefty and magnificence of the Gothic ftru&ures imprels the 
mind with enthufiaftic awe ; and what modern churches gain on the compari- 
fonby neatnefs and elegance, theylofein grandeur and fublimity. With regard to 
other edifices, in their conftru&ion neither comfort nor convenience appears to 
have been confulted. In moft private houfes, light was admitted through an 
aperture, defended only from the weather by a wooden ftiutter, a few fheets 
of paper, or by canvas. Glafs was an object of luxury refer ved for the habi- 
tations of the rich, the manfions of the nobility, and the palaces of kings. 
Thefe laffc were buildings of great extent, confifting of a ground-floor, a firfl- 
ftoor, divided into apartments of an immenfe fize, and low garrets above. The 
furniture was as plain as the edifice. The king, and all the royal family, ex- 
cept the queen, fat on wooden benches or joint-flools j the queen had chairs 
made of fome pliant wood, embellifhed withered leather, filk fringe, and gilt 
nailst. Though there were chimnies to the palaces, a kind of ftove was fre- 
quently ufed. The beams were decorated with fleurs-de-lys, made of gilt tin. 
There were two forts of beds, the one, called couchette 5 were not more than 
fix feet fquare the other, called couches^ were fometimes twelve feet in length 
and eleven in breadth. The ftate-apartments were richly decorated ; the beds 
and alcoves were adorned with cloth of gold and filver, velvet, damafk, fatin, 
and tapeflry. Glafs mirrors were very fcarce at this period ; thofe of polifhed 
metal were generally ufed. The apartments occupied by the royal family were 
covered with tiles or flates ; all the other parts of the building were thatched. 

The favourite refidence of Charles was the Hotel deSt. Paul, which he built 
himfelf. The garden belonging to it covered; twenty acres of ground j it exten- 
ded along the banks of the Seine, from the fpot were St. Raul's church now 
ftands, to the Port au Platre\. It contained a variety of plants,-5owers-,;and 
vegetables, indifcriminately mixed with yews and limes; and lhady bowers. 
There were fruit-trees of almoft every fpecies 5 but they were all fiandards ; 

* Monumens de la Monarchic Francoife, torn. i. \ Fox's Afls and Monuments, p. 369. col. i. 
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dwarfs and efpaliers were not yet known. The king ordered one hundred pear- 
trees, one hundred and fifteen apple-trees, eleven hundred and twenty-five 
cherry-trees, and one hundred and fifty plumb-trees-, to he planted at one time. 
Thefe fruits were deftined for the different tables of the royal family, and the 
great officers of the crown; the inferior officers were only allowed nuts. 
There was alfo a great number of fifh-ponds in the garden well flocked for the 
twofold purpofeof ufe andpleafure. Adjoining to the palace was a menagerie 
in which lions and wild boars were kept ; and aviaries filled, with birds of all 
kinds. 

Mo ft officers of the houfhold, who were very numerous, had apartments in 
the palace while on duty. In the kitchen, beftdes the cooks and their affiftants, 
were four pages, whofe bufinefs it was to blow the fire conftantly " that the 
king's foup might not befufferedto cool." A clerk was kept for buying cloth 
for the king and queen ; which the.taylor cut out in the prefence of witneffes, 
The king's fool was one of the moft important perfonages of the houfhold, 
• Charles had two fools. There is a monument ftill extant, which was raifed to 
the memory of one of them, who is reprefented in marble and alabafter, ar- 
rayed in the habit, and decorated with the attributes of folly, extended on a 
fuperb maufoleumt. 

Whenever the king left home he was attended by a guard, compofed of two 
huiffiers, and eight ferjeants-at-arms, with quivers. His carriage, as well as 
the queen's, was a waggon, drawn by five horfes; but he moft commonly rode 
on horfeback ; fome times, indeed, he walked from one palace to another!. 
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cPhonneur, two female attendants, and a clerk to teach them to read- 

The little progrefs which jcience had hitherto made muft not be afcribed to 
any want of the necefTary eftabliftiments for cultivating it with fuccefs. Several 
French monarchs, and Charles in particular, had been anxious to promote it. 
Many towns, fuch as Montpelier^ Orleans, and Poitiers, had univerfities en- 
dowed with valuable privileges. The univerfity of Paris was frequented by 
men of all nations. On the decifion of a queftion relative to the extinction of 
fchiims in the papacy, ten thoufand of its members voted $ and, as graduates 
alone were admitted to that privilege, the number of ftudents muft have been 
great indeed)). On this univerfity alone upwards of twenty colleges depended, 

iu different parts of the kingdom. 

* Villarefc + This maufoleum is to be feen at the church of Saint Maurice, at Senlis, with this 

inferiptiop : " Here lies Thevenin de Saint Leger, fool to our lord the kiug % <wha died on the eleventh of Juljy in 
the year of grace, 1375/' Hiftoire des Antiq, t. ii. 

j The ferryman at Paris received two fols every time the king croffed the Seine to go to any of his pa* 
bees* ot which he had feveral in the metropolis. . Villaret. 

[} Hiftoire dc rUniv, t, iii, 1. 5* 
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Such was the efUmation in which Ariftotle was held, that, if any author 
ventured to deviate, in the fmalleft degree, from his fyftem, he toDk care to 
inform the public, that he did not mean to contradidl the Grecian philofopher, 
but only to comment on his works*. 

Judicial aftrology formed an obftacle to the progrefs of medicine, by the 
falfe opinions with which it embarrafled that fcience. We learn from the capi- 
tularies of Charlemagne, that the ftudy of medicine was cultivated in the reign 
of that emperor: it even appears that there was a part of the palace, appro- 
priated to the reception of medical ftudents ; though there is no evidence that 
it fubfifted under his fucceffors. No public fchools of medicine were eftablifhed 
till near the end of the twelfth century: thofe of Salernum and Montpelier arfe 
regarded as the moft ancient. The inftitution of the faculty of medicine at 
Paris is placed under the reign of Philip Auguftus. The ftudents were, at firft, 
compelled to undergo a courfe of ftudy, which lafted nine years, before they 

were fuffered to praftife. The defire of acquiring an art fo eflential to life, 
induced people of - all profeffions to engage in the ftudy of phylic. The monks 
and fecular priefts were forbidden to frequent the fchools ; but they tranfgreffed 
the prohibition, or elfe obtained a difpenfation ; fince it appears that numbers of 
the clergy paid a regular attendance. Celibacy was prefcribed to the agents of 
the faculty, and this reftraint continued till the fifteenth century. The faculty- 
had frequent difputes with the furgeons, whofe encroachments they endeavoured 
to reprefs, while thefe laft were as often at war with the privileged barbers! , 
whopra&ifed to their prejudice. The apothecaries were, at this time, fubjetft 
to the vifits of the faculty, before whom they were fworn. They were obliged 
to keep a book, in which the quality of their medicines was marked. But the 
celebrity of their own fchools did not prevent the French from giving a pre- 
ference to foreign phyficians ; the Jews, in particular, were held in high efti- 
mation, nor did their credit diminifh till the fixteenth century. Francis the 
Firft, being attacked by a diforder which is faid to have baffled all the efforts of 
his own phyficians, requefted Charles the Fifth to fend him a Jew of that pro^ 
feffion ; the emperor accordingly difpatched^a converted Ifraelite to the court 
of France : but, when the king found that he had been converted to chriftianity, 
he difmifTed him, not believing it poffible that his cure could be effected by a 
chriftian phyfician. An orthodox Jew was then fent for, from Conftantinople, 
who reftored Francis by the ufe of afTes' milk, 

. The rapidity with which the knowledge and ftudy of the Roman law fpread 

over Europe is ama?ing. The copy of the pandetts of Juftinian was found at 
Amalphi, in the year 1137. Irnerius opened a college of civil law at Bologna, 
a few years aftert. It began to be taught as a part of accademicai learning in 

, *Mem.^ de LItt. + There were two different clafles of furgeons at this period ; the graduates of 

the univerfity, who were called furgeons of the long robe, and the community of barbers, or, furgeons ' ' 

mjbon robe. Hift. de la Vilte de Paris, torn. i. J. 9. ' 
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different parts of France before the middle of the century. Yaccarius gave 
leftures on the civil law at Oxford, fo early as the year 1147. A regular fyf. 
tem of feudal law, evidently formed in imitation of the Roman code, was 
compofed by two Milanefe lawyers, about the year 1150. Peter de Fontains, 
who tells us that he was the firft who had attempted fuch a work in France,' 
compofed his Con/eil, which contains an account of the cuftoms of the country 
-of Vermandois, in the reign of St. Lewis. Beaumanoir, author of the Couf- 
tumes da Beuvoifois^ lived about the fame period. The cc Eftablifhments" of St. 
Lewis were published by the authority of that monarch. As foon as men be- 
came acquainted with the advantages of having written cuftoms and laws to 
which they could have recourfe on every occafion,. the method of collecting 
them became common*. 

The civil law was taught in all the fchools throughout the kingdom, till the 
commencement of the thirteenth century, when pope Honorius forbade lec- 
tures on the civil law to be read in the univerfity of Paris. This interdiftion 
arofe from the apprehenfion that the ftudy of the law might fuperfede that of 
divinity. Notwithftanding the efforts that were made to renew thofe leftures, 
the utility of which had been experienced, the prohibition continued to operate 
for upwards of three centuries. Thofe who wifhed to gain inftru&ion in the 
civil jurifprudence, were obliged to have recourfe to other univerfities. The 
liberty of teaching it was not fully reftored to that of Paris, till the reign of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, who publilhed an ordonnance for that purpofe, in the 
year 1679. 

' The eftablifhment of the various "impofts which the wants of the ftate bad! 
rendered indifpenfable, required the publication of edi&s, either to explain 
the nature, or to regulate the coHe&ion of them.. Thefe edifts required to be 
interpreted, to facilitate their execution, to prevent miftakes, and to correft 
abufes. The - interpretation and colle&ion of the different regulations with 
regard to the finances began to form a new fpecies of jurifprudence, which 
might have been denominated the revenue-code. The adminiftration of the 
public revenue has, in all times, determined the actual force.of a nation; it 
therefore forms one of the-moft efTential objefts-of government; a truth, of 
which Charles fully convinced bimfelf ; but, the meafures he was led to adopt 
were not attended with all the fuccefs he had reafon to.expeft from them.- The 
infatiate avarice of thofe who took the taxes to farm, was difplayed in a thou- 
fand plans for ruining both prince and people. The exertions of the fovereign : 
and his council to fruftrate their machinations proved ineffectual; no. fooner 
was one abufe corrected than another fp rang up to replace it. A part of the 
1 myfteries, to which the induftry of avarice gave birth, may be difcovered from 
a perufal of the ordonnances paffed at this period men,, equally deflitute oi 
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property and principle, were fuffered to farm the taxes, the produce of which 
was frequently received and not accounted for ; fometimes it was appropriated 
to other purpofes than thofe for which it was deflined ; imaginary cxpences were 
charged for the conveyance of money which had never quitted the hands' of the 
perfon who received it ; falfe receipts were given* and delays in payments 
obtained on faife pretences- In'fhort, nothing was omitted which interefted 
ingenuity could fuggeft for defrauding the prince; though thefe frauds were 
trivial, when compared to thofe which were committed on the people. It 
feemed as if thefe fubaltern tyrants, united by intereft, had agreed to divide 
between them the fpoils of the kingdom* Adjudicators, receivers, comptrol- 
lers, vifitors, all, in fhort, who had any concern with the revenue, had their* 
fixed fhare of the general plunder. They made the people pay the fame tax 
twice. They ufed the mod rigourous means for enforcing the payment before 
it was due, in the view of profiting by the exa&ion of ufurious intereft j they 
had the audacity to levy imports invented by themfelves* Such as were unable 
immediately to fatisfy their demands, were compelled to abandon their habita- 
tions to thefe rapacious vultures. Even the loweft officers of the revenue 
thought themfelves authorifed to opprefs the public* Wherever this privileged 
banditti appeared, defolation attended their fteps. They always found forae 
pretence for entering private houfes ; and, fuch was the terror which their pre- 
fence infpired, that the inhabitants paid them for retiring; even thofe who had 
paid the taxes with the utmoft punctuality were equally lubjeft to their vifits, 
nor had they any means of defence againft men who were at once plaintiffs, 
judges, and executioners : in vain did they produce their receipts, they were 
obliged to fatisfy the arbitrary demands of thefe wretches- Ordonnance was 
pafled after ordonnance, and the moft fevere injiin&ions were iffued i but they 
were fcarely fufficient to remove a fmall part of thefe flagrant abufes, while the 
culprits were fcreened from punifhment by the protection of thofe in power. 

The opprefTors of the people purchafed impunity, by fupplying their power- 
ful patrons with the means of fupporting their extravagance < The apologifis 
for luxury have vainly afferted that it is a fure proof of wealth in a great king- 
dom, though it may accelerate the ruin of a fmall one. Neceflarily productive 
of effeminacy, confufion of ranks and conditions, neglett of duty, and cor-* 
niption of manners, it is equally deftru&iveto both, with this diffei*ence only, 
that the ruin of a fmall republic is more rapid than that of a vaft empire; as 

the flames confume a bufh fooner than a foreft. The government had long beeri 

ained to prohibit the citizens from ufmg Cars ; to regulate the price of 

according to the rank of thofe who wore them : to fix the difference of 
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introduction of foreign cloths, in order to encourage the manufactures ; in 
ftort, to attempt the reftoration of plenty by the eftablifliment of moderation* 

The vigilance of the laws was eluded bv the invention of vanity; as fbon as 
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one fafhion was fupprefled another was adopted, perpetual variations occurred 
and the ingenuity of the people furpafled the rigour of government. 

Gaming was one of the prevailing vices of the age ; and though it had been 
prescribed by the fevered edi&s, it ftill continued to thrive with undiminifted 
vigour. Games of dice appear to have been mod in vogue; and the nobility 
gave themfelves up fo completely to this deftruftive paffion, that many of them 
were reduced to a ftate of poverty the mbffc degrading. It was the only amufe- 
ment to which military men. devoted their leifure hours ; ignorant and unlet- 
tered, their minds were not fufceptible of more rational recreation. Even the 
princes of the blood were not uninfefted by the general diforder. James, count 
of la Marche, having received from Charles the Sixth considerable fums, for 
defraying the expenfes of a projected invafion of England, diflipated them all, 
and returned without accomplifhing the objeft he had in view. " He fpent all 
u he had received," fays an ancient chronicle*, * c in fhipid prodigality, on wo- 
cc men and dice." On his return through Orleans, from this curious expedition, 
the fcholars afiembled in a body on the road, and faluted him by finging Marc 
viclet et fugit.—rHe faw the fea, and fled, 

Mufic and dancing have always formed the char after ijlic amufements of the 1 
French nation. At this time they were held in high efteem, and all who taught them 
experienced encouragement. Charles was paffionately fond of mufic. In Paris, 
as in moft great towns, the muficians formed a company under- the direction of 
a chief, who was called the " The King of the Fidlers and whofe bufinefs it 
was to keep the corps in order, and to enforce the obfervance of the laws by 
which they were governed. Thefe laws were framed by themfelves, and not 

^infrequently confirmed by the king. The muficians were invited to all feafts, 
and the poets often afTociated with them, in order that their produftions might 
derive additional luftre from the accompaniment of mufic. When the aftors, 
muficians, and rhymers united, they were diftinguifhed by the general denomi- 
nation of jugglers. They frequented the palaces of the great, and the private 
habitations of the wealthy. They often exhibited their performances on fcaf- 
folds eredled in the market-places, and endeavoured to attract the attention of 
the vulgar by the reprefentation of indecent farces. The government, wiflring 
to reprefs this licentioufnefs, publiflied an ordonnance, forbidding the jugglers, 
under pain of imprifonment and an arbitrary fine, to recite, reprefent, orfing, 
in the public ftreets, or elfewhere, any thing offenfive to modefty. Such was 
the rude commencement of theatrical exhibitions, which, under the fucceeding 
reign, began to afFume that form which they ftill retain. 

One of the nioft ufeful difcoveries of the fourteenth century was the invention 
of fpe&acles : but the name of the inventor has not been prefefved. It appears 
that he was anxious to keep the fecret to himfelf, but, that it was divulged, not- 
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withftanding his care to. conceal it ; for .an ancient chronicle relates that a monk, 
named Alexandro de Spina, made fpe&acles and gave them away, while the 
perfon who invented them refufed to let the public partake of the advantage of 
his difcovery*. This invention facilitated the progrefs of aftronomy; and, by 
the introduction of telei copes, gave the aftronomers of that age an advantage 
over the ancients. 
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having recently emerged from a ftate of ignorance the molt profound, were 
feized with a rage for writing. The Romans wrote their books either on parch- 
ment, or on paper made of the Egyptian papyrus. The latter, being the 
cheaped, was the moft commonly uled. But, after the Saracens conquered 
Egypt, in the feventh century, the communication between that country and 
the people fettled in Italy, or in other parts of Europe, was almolt entirely 
broken off, and the papyrus was no longer in life among them. They were 
obliged, on that account, to write all their books upon parchment j and, as the- 
price of that was high, books became extremely rare, and of great value* We 
may judge of the fcarcity of the materials for writing them from one circum- 
ftance. There ft ill remain many manufcripts of the eighth, ninth, and follow- 
ing centuries, written on parchment, from which fome former writing had 
been erafed, in order to fubftitute a new compofition in its place. In this man- 
ner, it is probable, that feveral works of the ancients perifhed. A book of Livy 
or of Tacitus might be erafed, to make room for the tale of a faint, or the 
prayer of a milTalt. P. de Montfaucon affirms, that the greater part of the 
manufcripts on parchment which he has feen, thofe of an ancient date excepted, 
are written on parchment from which fome former book had been erafed. As 
the want of materials for writing, is one reafon why fo many of the works of 
the ancients have perifhed, it accounts likewife for the fmafl number of manu- 
fcripts of any kind, previous to the eleventh century, when the means for en- 
creafmg them were fupplied. Many circumftances prove the fcarcity of books 
during thefe ages. Private perfons feldom pofTefTed any books whatever. Even 
monafteries, of confiderable note, had only one miffal. Lupus, abbot of Fer- 
riers, in a letter to the pope, A. D. 855, befeeches him to lend him a copy of 
Cicero de Oratore, and Quintilian's inftitutions ; u for," fays he, " although 
" we have part of thofe books, there is no complete copy of them in all France." 
The price of books became fo high, that perfons of a moderate fortune could 
not afford to pur chafe them. The countefs of Anjou paid, for a copy of the 
homilies of Haimon, biftiop of Halberftadt, two hundred 7 fiieep, five quarters 
of wheat, and the fame quantity of rye and millet. Even fo late as the year 
5471? when Lewis the Eleventh, borrowed the works of Rafis, the Arabian 

I 
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phyfician, from the faculty of medicine in Paris, he not only depofited in pledge 
a confiderable quantity of plate, but was obliged to procure a nobleman to join 
with him as furety in a deed, binding himfelf under a great forfeiture to reftore 
it. When any perfon made aprefent of a book to a church or a monaftery, in 
which were the only libraries during thefe ages, it was deemed a donative of 
fuch value, that he offered it on the altar pro remedio anhm Jii$^ in order to 
obtain the forgivenefs of his fins. In the eleventh century, the art of making 
paper from rags was invented ; by means of which not only the number of 

manufcripts encreafed, but the ftudy of the fciences was wonderfully facilita- 
ted*. But, whether the art was but imperfe&ly underftocd, or whether this 
new invention did not meet with the encouragement it deferved, no veftige of 
it is to be met with in France earlier than the reign of Saint Lewis; even after 
that time it was but little ufed, and it was, moreover, brought from Lombardy, 
till the .fourteenth century, when feveral manufactories of paper were efhblilh- 
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The art of clock-m 



bert had, about the tenth century, invented clocks that moved by wheels. 
This negle£t fuffices to prove with how little ardour the difcoveries of genius 
were purfued. During the day the fun, or elfe an hour-glafs, ferved for a 

clock ; and in the night a wax-light, marked at different diftancesto indicate the 
hours anfwered the fame purpofe : the firft large clock that was introduced in- 
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to Paris by Charles, This clock, which fh 
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er of the king's palace. Some years after another was put up at the cathedral 

of Sens, when the king paid one half of the expence of a wooden cafe in which 



it was enclofed. The 
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this period, which the duke of Burgundy brought from Courtrai, when that 
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by the French, at the commencement of the reign of 



The ingredients of gunpowder, and the art of making it, were known to 
the celebrated Roger Bacont, an Englifh monk, who was born near Ilchefter in 
the year 12 14. But that capricious philofopher, fo tranfpofed the letters of the 



words which fignify 

ligible. " 
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fulphuris ; et fit facies tonitrum et corrufcationem, fi fcias artificium." By 
this means he rendered it difficult for any one to difcover the fatal fecret by the 
perufal of his works, and fecured to himfelf the honour of the invention, if it 



Jfhould be difcovered bv anv other perfon. This 
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* Murat. toI. iii. p. 87 1 . Robertfon's View of the State of Europe, prefixed to his Hiftory of Charles 
the Fifth, p. 280, 281,282. + Villaret, torn. xi. p. 200, J Bacon? Epiftola, de fccRW 
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led the Black Monk, or Conjlmiiine Ancklitzen, a native of Fribourg in Germa- 
ny, having put fome faltpetre, fulphur, and charcoal into a mortar, for fbmc 
chymical preparation*, a (park of fire accidently flew into it ; when the mor- 
tar was rent afunder by the fudden explofion. The monk, who, efcaped with 
his life, had no (boner recovered from his fright, than he began to make cxperi-r 
ments, which, by moderating the effefrs of this dreadful compofition, taught 
him how to ufe it as a fure engine of deftru&ion. 

The exaft period when gunpowder and fire-arms were firft employed by the 
French is not afcertained with precifion. The following article appears. in the 
accounts of the treafurer of war, in the year 1338 — " To Henry de Faumichan, 
1C for gunpowder and other things necefTary for the cannon at the liege of Puy- 
" Guillaumet." In* 1 340, the Englifli were compelled to raife the fiege of Eu, 
at which artillery was employed by the garrifon : this artillery confided of two 
large " iron boxes/' which they loaded with round pebbles. It was confidered 
as a remarkable inftance of good fortune, that thefe pieces had fuftained no da- 
mage ; which proves, that the art of managing them with efFeft was then un- 
known, and this was probably one of the reafons which fo long prevented them, 
from being generally uiedt. But we are told by Froiflardjj, that when the 
Englifli laid fiege to St. Malo, in 1373, they had four hundred cannon with 
them, which they muft have known how to manage, or they would never have 
encumbered themfelves with fb many. It is evident, indeed, that moftof thefc 
muft have been a (mailer kind of fire-arms, called hand-cannons , one of which 
was carried by two men, and fired from a reft fixed in the ground§. The(e 
portable fire-arms were not introduced into France till the reign of Charles the 
Sixth. Their introduction gave a fatal blow to chivalry, and effe&ed a total 
alteration in the art of war. The braveft warrior could no longer rely on his 
perfonal prowefs, or the excellence of his arms, as means of defence againftan 
adverf&ry, who, though deftitute of courage, might, with fuccefs attack him 
at a diftance. A tranquil intrepidity, accuftomed to give and to receive death 
without defign as without fear, was now fubftituted in the room of that aftive 
valour which had hitherto been deemed the chief fupport of hoftile armies. By 
this new mode of fighting every man was rendered fit for the purpofes of war* 
Armies were more numerous, and nations exhaufted their refources in augmen- 
ting their military forces. 

From this (hort {ketch of the laws and cuftoms of the French in the four- 
teenth century, it muft appear that there was nothing in their general know- 
ledge, in their arts, nor in their ^leafures, worthy of imitation or regret. 
But do their virtues form a juft obje<ft of envy to their pofterity ? The recital 
of their a&ions, and the events they produced, will afford the beft folution of 



the problem. 
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CHARLES THE SIXTH 




3 THE funeral of Charles had been retarded t 
ftanding which prevailed between the princes of the blood. Th 



Bed the bed of the c 



fembla 



fboner breathed his laft than his body was abandoned to the care of his 
attendants. The dukes of Burgundy, Berry, and Bourbon, haftened to fecure 
theperlbns of the young princes, who were then at Melun, while the duke of 
Anjou hurried to Paris, to feize fuch treafures of the late king as were there 
depofited. The gold and filver coin, amafTed by the economy of Charles, 
had been melted, formed into ingots, and lodged in a ftrong room in the 
palace. The exatt amount of this property has never been afcertained; 
whatever it was, the duke of Anjou feized it all, and never accounted for it to 
the ftate. This theft proved the iburce of mod calamities with which the king- 
dom was, in the fequel> affii&ed. 

The princes, who had hitherto been retrained by refpeft for their deceafed fo- 
vereign, now began to purfue without difguife their projects of ambition. Each 
alfembled his friends and dependants, and exerted every effort to augment their 
number. The court was divided ; and military men hafted to range themfelves 
under the ftandards of the different parties. Already various bodies of troops 

inverted, and the commencement of 



me 



hostilities was announced by the depredations committed on the furrouncling 



The people rejoiced at this appearance 



encreafe the 



adopt that line of conduft which muft tend to the prefervation of peace and 



order. 



Of the brothers of the late king, the duke of Anjou had the leaft claim to 
refpett ; though adorned with every grace of perfon, endued with wit, elo- 
quence, and courage, his accomplifhments were greatly over-balanced by bis 
vices ; he was ambitious, inflexible, avaricious and cruel. The duke of Berry 
was equally deftitute of virtue, and would have poffe{Ted all the glaring defefts 
of his brother, had they not been tempered and modified by his exceffive indo- 
lence; in one point, however, they efTentially differed ; the latter was a cau~ 

, the former an undifcerning fpendthrift. The duke of Burgundy 
was endowed with qualities to excite admiration and to command efteem; in 
youth he had given unequivocal proofs of his courage, and it never forfook lum 

at the lateft period of his life ; thoueh his mind was not fhut againft ambition 
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it was open to generofity ; his affability, his infinuating manners, and liberal foul, 
fecured the affe&ions of all who approached him- He would have been juftly 
efteemed the moft accomplhhed prince of the age, had he not been furpafTed 
in merit by the duke of Bourbon, maternal uncle to the youthful monarch, who 
joined to all the advantages which refult from the beft qualifications of head and 
heart, the fplendour of virtue* But he was, unfortunately, placed by his birth 
in a fubordinate ftation, where his talents and integrity had lefsroom for exerti- 
on. Such were the four arbiters of the fate of France. 
Though the late king had, when he fettled the bufinefs of the regency, en- 

trufted the care of his children to the dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon, the 
duke of Anjou, inlifted that the government of the kingdom, and the care of 
the princes, fhould alike veft in himfelf. Thefe pretentions were of courfe re- 
filled by his brothers, and a civil war was on the point of breaking out, when 
the four dukes agreed to refer the decifion of the matter to arbitration ; four 
arbiters were accordingly appointed, whofe names have not been preferved in 
hiftory. - 

The umpires took a folemn oath, to be guided only by a ftrift regard for the wel- 
fare of the lung and kingdom* . After fome deliberation, they fubmitted their judg- 
ment to the princes, by whom it wasfolemnly confirmed, at a bed of juflice conve- 
ned for the purpofe ; at which were prefent, the duke of Anjou, as regent ; the 
dukes of Berry, Burgundy, and Bourbon ; Meaux and Chartres, befides many 
of the nobility, prelates, and barons* The refult of the arbitration was, that 
the king, though he had not yet attained the age required by the laws, fliould 

be crowned at Rheims, and take upon himfelf the government of the realm, 
under the guidance^and direction of his uncles. It was farther privately agreed 
between the princes, that the education of the young monarch and his brother 
fliould be entrufted to the dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon, who were appoint- 
ed fuperintendants of the royal houfholdj and that the duke of Anjou fhould 
keep the regency till the king's coronation, which was fixed for the end of Oc- 
tober. This laffc prince was induced to withdraw thofe ambitious claims which 
he had at firft advanced, on being permitted to appropriate to his own ufe all 
the furniture, plate, and jewels belonging to his deceafed brother, except fuch 
as were immediately necefTary for his fon and fucceffor. A private fund was 
fet apart for the fupport of the young princes, arifing from the revenues of par- 
ticular provinces ; and the remainder of the public revenue, after all expences 
had been paid, was to be placed in the royal treafury, there to remain till the 
king ftiould have attained the age of majority, and hence have acquired the 

right to difpofe of it. ' 

Paris was ftill furrounded by troops, who laid wafle the neighbouring coun- 
try j expelled the inhabitants of the villages from their habitations, and forced 

1 
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them to take refuge in the walled towns. They infefted the public roads, and 
> ftripped the pafTengers, in order, they faid, to procure payment of their wages, 
which they were unable to obtain from the regent. Thefe diforders occafioned 
continual difputes in the council, where the duke of Burgundy prefled his bro- 
ther to pay the troops, moll of whom were under his own command, with the 
money which he hadfeized. But, infteadof comply ing with this requeft, the regent 
determined to difband all the regular companies which had been embodied by 
Charles, except thofe of the count of Sancerre and Oliver de Cliflpn. He was 
unable to put this expedient in execution, and the attempt multiplied the 

caufes of difcontent. 

The people, who had waited with impatience for the abolition of the taxes, 
as ordered by the late king, began to murmur at the delay. Their complaints 
grew louder, when, inftead of finding their burdens removed, they faw them- 
felves more harafled than before; not only by an augmentation of the impofts, 
but, by the oppreflive manner in which the receivers, , who were themfelves 

prefled by the regent, urged them to pay their arrears. They, at firft, threat- 
ened; and then proceeded to open infurreftion . The officers for receiving the 
taxes were plundered at Compiegne, and feveral towns in Picardy . The con- 
tagion, fpreading by degrees, foon reached the capital. About two hundred 
of the populace afTembling, compelled John Culdoe, provoft of the merchants, 
to place himfelf at their head, and conduit them to the palace. He led them 
to the regent, to whom he prefented their requeft -> the infurgents exclaimed 
with one voice, that they would no longer pay any taxes, and that they would 
fooner die than fubmit to fo many exa&ions. The duke of Anjou had neither 
equity to examine the demands of the people, nor firmnefs to reprefs their firft 
efforts. He in vain endeavoured to appeafe them by vague promifes; all he 
could obtain was an afTurance that they would proceed no farther till the king's 
return to the capital. They retired with the refolution of perfifting in their 
pretenfions, and proud of having made the authority of the regent bend before 
them. This fuccefs increafed their infolence, and cemented their union; their 
numbers daily augmented ♦ 

The duke of Anjou was lefs anxious to avert the threatened attack on the 
Sovereign power, than to profit by his own ftation, which he was fo fhortly 
deftined to refign. For a valuable conflderation he confirmed the privileges 
which the Jews had obtained during the preceding reign ; prolonged the time 
of their refidence in the kingdom, by adding five years to the term prefcribed 
by Charles ; exempted feveral of the moft opulent from the neceffity of wear- 
ing a badge of diftinftion ; and gave them a general abfolution for all the crimes 
which, they had committed againft the ftate or the king. 

Meanwhile the neceffary preparations for the coronation were carried on ; 
and the court were actually on the road to Rheims, when the apparent cahn 
h that fubfifted between the princes was fuddehly interrupted. The feiznre o£ 
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the treafure, the furniture, plate, and jewels of the late king, had not fatisfied 
the avidity of the duke of Anjou. Informed, by the officers of the guard, that 
Charles had clepofited a treafure in the caftle of Melun, he queftioned Philip de 
Savoify, one of his chamberlains, on the fubjeft ; and that nobleman, eluding 
his queftions, and defpifinghis threats, the regent fent for the executioner, who* 
was ordered to put -him inftantly to death, unlefs he revealed the fecret. By 
this means he discovered the objeft of his fearch, confifting of a quantity of 
ingots of gold and filver, which Charles had carefully concealed in the walls, 

and which his brother now carried off. 

The confufion occafioned by this violent exertion delayed the coronation for 
fome days ; fo that the young monarch did hot make his public entry into Rheims, 
till the third of November. The ceremony was performed in prefence of the 
king's uncles ; and moft of the principal nobility of France. At the feaft which 
fucceeded the coronation, the difhes were placed on the table, and the gueftsf 
were waited on by Oliver de Clifton, and fome other nobles arrayed in cloth of 
gold, and mounted on fuperb courfers. 

When the court returned to the capital, care was taken to avoid all the towns 
on the road, that the people might have no opportunity of applying for a repeal 
of the taxes. The king entered Paris amidft the acclamations of the inhabi- 
tants. His acceffion to the throne was celebrated by public rejoicings. 

But the Parifians, emboldened by the fuccefs of their laft application to the 
duke of Anjou, thought themfelves fufficiently formidable to enforce any re- 
queft they might be induced to prefer. Moft of the reputable citizens, howe- 
ver, condemned the feditious commotions j the tumult was . excited by men in 
defperate circumftances, with which every great city abounds. John Culdoe, 
provoft of the merchants, endeavoured to avert the impending ftorm, by calling 
a meeting of the principal citizens j but the populace repaired in crowds to the 
appointed place^ and baffled all attempts to enforce obedience to the laws. A 
cobler afted as orator for the people ; in his fpeech he attacked not only the 
princes and nobility, but even many refpeftable citizens, whom he accufed of 
forfaking the popular caufe. The people drew their fwords and furrounding the 
provoft, compelled him to lead them to the palace. When they arrived, they 
called for the duke of Anjou. That prince appeared. The provoft of the 
merchants had a difficult part to fupport j fiince he was equally fearful of offen- 
ding the duke, and of irritating the people : while he expatiated on the public 
mifery, and. the neceffity of immediate relief, he infmuated, in cautious terms, 
the inability of the people to pay the taxes, and their refolution to facrifice eve- 
ry thing to obtain a repeal. The duke of Anjou was equally circumlpeft in his 
reply ; and, when he had fomewhat calmed the minds of the populace, the chan- 
cellor addrefled them, and advifed them to return peaceably home, pirpmifing 
that their requeft fhould be taken into immediate confideration, and a deciflvc 
anfwer given on the morrow. The infurgents retired, 
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The queftion was difcufled in the council ; where the neceffity of appearing 
to yield to the infolence of an infatuated populace, was enforced. The demands 
of the people werejuft, but the mode of preferring them was culpable. Thole 
who held the reins of government had neither penetration to difcover, nor cou- 
rage to adopt fuch meafures as were moft conformable to reafon,and to the ma- 
jefty of the throne. While the chief members of the council were involved 
in a ftateof uncertainty, the infurgents aflembled, and the revolt becoming ge- 
neral, the court was intimidated. By this indecifion the princes had loft the op- 
portunity of granting as a favour, what they were now compelled to accord 
through fear. The chancellor was ordered to announce the abolition of the im- 
ports, and the neceffary letters for that purpofe were publiflied the next day-. 

It was imagined that this aft of condefcenfion would reftore tranquillity; but 
the chancellor had no fooner finifhed his fpeech, than a general clamour was 
heard. The people infifled on the expulfion of the Jews; the chancellor 
replied, that he would lpeak to the king on the fubjedl, who, he doubted 
not, would give them the fatisfaftion they required. The council did not 
fuppofe that this new demand would be produ&ive of any ferious confequen- 
qes ; but the infurgents, afTembled the next day, at the inftigation, it is faid, of 
certain noblemen who had borrowed confiderable fums from the Jews. The 
houfes of the public receivers, moft of whom were Jews or Lombards, were 
broken open, the chefts in which the money was depofited were feized upon, 
and their contents emptied in the ftreets ; while the regifters and all other 
papers, not forgetting bonds and other fecurities for money lent, were deftroyed. 
In one ftreet alone thirty houfes were pillaged, and the furniture became the 
prey of the populace. The Jews endeavoured to preferve their lives by flight ; 
but moft of them were intercepted and mafTacred, while the few that efcaped 
fled for refuge to the dungeons of the Chatelet. Their wives, in defpair, at- 
tempted to follow their hulbands, with their children in their arms ; but the 
mob forced the children from them, and carried them to be baptizedt. The 
government was too weak to inflift on the infurgents the puniflament which they 
deferved ; the council, indeed, re-eftablifhed the Jews in their habitations, and 
iffued an order for every one to reftore, under pain of death, whatever he had 
taken from them ; but the order was treated with contempt. The Jews, after 
being_defpdiled of their property, were expofed to profecution from thofe who 
had placed pledges in their hands ; but an ordonnance was pafTed to exempt 
them from the. confequences, on taking an oath that the property, which was 
the objeft of the attion, had been taken from them during the tumult. 

The harmony between the princes was incefTantly on the point of being in- 

* Trefor des Chartres, reg. 1 18> piece 56, etfuiv; Recueil des Ordonnances, t. iv. + "intd 

ff aft of violence,"' fays Villarct, " would have deferved commendation, had not itsfan8ity been pollute* 

« by -avarice and rage.'WThe infatuated mind of a bigot, furely, never engendered a more prepoitero^ 
ides, 
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the 



The duke of 



Berry, who had hitherto evinced no ambitious defires, fuddenly awoke from his 
lethargy, and demanded the government of Languedoc, which was granted him, 
and with fitch exteniive powers, that he was rather foyereign than governor of 
the province*- The duke of Burgundy obtained the government of Normandy 
on the fame conditions. By continuing thus to difmember the kingdom, it would 
foon have been reduced to the fame ftate in which it was under the laft kings of 
the fecond race. 

In November, Oliver de Cliflbn was promoted to the dignity of conftable^ 
which had remained vacant ever fmce the death of du Guefclin, and at the 
fame time the dates of the Langue d'oyl affembled at Paris, to fettle the form 

of government. It was probably at this affembly of the ftates, that the dukes 

of Anjou, Berry, Burgundy, and Bourbon, agreed between themfelves, that, 
in future, every thing fhould be decided in the council, by them> or two or 
three of them ; that they fhould chufe twelve perfons to compofe the council 5 
that they fhould difpofe of all places whatever ; that the adminiftration of the 
finances fhould be fubjeft to their controul ; that the demefnes of the crown 
fhould only be alienated for life ; that a regular account of the produce of the 
revenue fhould be kept, to be delivered to the young king, when of age; and 

that the care of the king and his brother fhould ftill be entrufted to the dukes of 
Burgundy and Bourbon* 

The princes, far from obtaining, from the ftates, the re-eft ablifhment of the 
taxes which had been recently aboliflied, were obliged to confirm the letters of 
fuppreffiont. Nor were the deputies contented with the fimple abolition of the 
imports ; feeling their fuperiority they went farther. In times of trouble and 
confufion the fame conduct was invariably obferved; the nation infifted that the 
ancient form of government fhould be reftored^ without refledling that circum- 
ftances being changed, and a material alteration effe&ed in the political Jfyftem, 
the fame rule of adminiftration could no longer be followed. Thofe who were 
able to enforce thefe objections, wanted the neceflary credit to procure them a 
favourable reception 5 while thofe who were at the head of affairs were too much 
occupied in confulting their own interefts to attend to thofe of the king or peo- 
ple. The ftates, therefore, obtained their demand. In confequence of the com- 
plaints preferred by the three orders a declaration was drawn up, by which the* 
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t0 * By this means the fovereign found himfelf reduced to fubfift on the pro- 
duce of his owp demefnes, which was, indeed, fufticient for his fupport, haci 
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not fo many alienations been made, but which was no longer adequate to 
defray the additional expences of the ftatc, augmented by the number of regu- 
lar troops kept in conftant pay, and the fenfible diminution, and inutility of 
feudal fervice. This reform, adopted by the ftates, and publiflied in pompous 
terms, inftead of a public good, which it profelTed to have in view, was pro- 
ductive "of evil. The impoflibility of reducing it to practice fupplied a frefli 
fubjeft for difcontent to the people, whom neither mildnefs could foothe nor 
feverity intimidate ; and it proved an endlefs lburce of divifion between the 
prince and his fubjefts. It is neceffary to be circumftantial in detailing the firffc 
events of this reign, as the revolutions by which they were fucceeded were the 
confequence of the imprudent conduxSt of thofe who then exercifed the fovereign 
power. 

The troubles which now began to appear in the capital alarmed government. 

The number of its inhabitants daily encreafed. - The licentioufnefs of the fol- 
diery, who committed devaftations in the country, compelled the fanners and 
peafants to quit their habitations, and take refuge in the walled towns. In Pa- 
ris, all whom profligacy or idlenefs had reduced to a ftate of poverty, all the re- 

fufe of the nation, in fliort, flocked together, and held nodurnal aflemblies, in 
which they meditated the deftru&ion of the wealthy citizens, whofe opulence 
they envied ; and of the government which they detefted. Compelled to pro- 
cure fubfiftence by unlawful means, they committed depredations which it was 
difficult to reprefs. 

The government of Paris, which conferred the title of Captain on the perfon 
who pofTefTed it, had, for a long time, been united to the ProvoJIJhip'. But it 
was now thought proper to divide thefe offices ; and that of captain of the city 
of Paris, was accordingly conferred on Maurice de Trefiguidy. The duties of 
this magiftrate nearly refembled thofe of an Englilh juftice of the peace. His 
falary was, at firft, fix hundred livres, but it was doubled a few days after his 
appointment. 

A. D. 1 381.] After the duke of Anjou had left the army, on the news 
of his brother's illnefs, the troops ranged themfelves along the banks of the 
Sartre, which the Englifh were obliged to pafs. To obftrutf: their paflage, the 
French had ftuck piles in the bottom of the river, the tops of which reached 
the furface of the water, and on the oppofite fide they had thrown up entrench- 
ments. When the duke of ^Buckingham approached, he became fenfible of the 
danger of his fituation ; anfl, had the French troops been careful to guard the 
pafTages of the river, it is probable that, enclofed as he was in an enemy's coun- 
try, he would foon have been reduced, by famine, to the necefflty of capitula- 
ting. But the death of Charles threw the whole army-into confufion ; the pat 

fages were left unguarded ; and the duke, difmounting his men at arms, made 

them enter the water and remove the piles ; this they were fuffered to do witjfc? 
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out oppbfition ; the Englifh then forded the river, and, after a tedious march, 

arrived fafe in Brittany. 

The duke of Brittany, who at this time refided at Hennebonne, was wholly 
at a lofs how to aft. The defeftion of a great part of the duchy, fince he had 
determined to have recourfe to England, had at length convinced him that he 
would never enjoy his dominions in tranquillity, fo long as he had the enmity of 
France to encounter. The Bretons were averie from the French, but they de- 
tefted the Englifh. Befides, Charles who had perfecuted the duke, was now 
dead ; and he might hope to obtain, by a treaty with the. new government, an 
advantage which the chance of war rendered uncertain. But as he had invited 
the Englifh to his afliftance, he found it necelTary to treat them with fome de- 
gree of civility ; he therefore fent the bifhop of Laon, and fome other of the 

nobility, to congratulate the duke of Buckingham on his arrival, and to aflure 
him that he would join him without delay. 

The Englifh general, though furprifed at this coolnefs, continued his march ; 
but, when he arrived at Vannes, the inhabitants (hut the gates of the city againft 
him, and he was compelled to lodge his troops in the fuburbs. After waiting 
there a fortnight, without receiving any intelligence of the duke, he moved 
onwards, fending before him a detachment of one thoufand men, under the 
conduct of fir Thomas Percy, fir Thomas Trivet, and fir Robert Knolles. 
Montfort, informed of their approach, went to meet them; and, it was agreed 
that the Englifli fhould lay fiege to Nantes,- and that Montfort fhould join them 
in a fortnight. But, when he attempted to colledt his troops for that purpofe, 
the officers, aim oft unanimoufly, refilled to obey his orders • 

Thus abandoned by his fubjefts, the duke of Brittany was, at length, com- 
pelled to treat with France; but before he opened the negociation, he privately 
fent for an apoftolical notary, in whole prefence he disavowed all treaties 
which he might conclude with the new king of France, as far as they fhould be in- 
confiftent with the engagements that he had previoufly contracted with the 
Englifli. The negociations were foon brought to a conclufion, and a peace was 
iigned on the fifteenth of January, 1 381, 'by which the duke engaged to re- 
nounce his alliance with England ; to fend home the Englifh army ; and to hold 
his duchy of the crown of France. 

The duke of Buckingham had, in the mean time, been compelled to raife 
the fiege of Nantes, and to retire into winter-quarters at Vannes, and the neigh- 
bouring towns. Nothing could exceed his indignation when he heard of this 
treaty ; Montfort, however, pleaded in his -defence the fupreme law of necef- 

fity, and endeavoured to appeafe the duke by promifing that he would never 

join the French againft the Englifli, a promife which he procured to be figned 
by the principal nobility ,of Brittany ; he then produced the fecret proteft, 

which he had made before the notary, previous to the treaty. The duke was 



Vol, lh 



Dd 



2IO HISTORY OF FRANCE. f 13 § 2 



9 

obliged to acknowledge the validity of his reafons ; and with his troops foon 
after, returned to England. 

The -war in Brittany was thus brought to a happy termination ; the fuccefs 
of the French arms in Guienne ; the inability of England to repair the lofTes 
flie had fuftained; and the new alliance which had been recently concluded 
with the king of Caftille; feemed to promife a happy and a profperous reign. 
But ambition, avarice, and a reftlefs fpirit of independence, prevented both 
the nobles and people from profiting by thefe advantages. The kingdom was 
farther haraffed by the fchifm which prevailed in the papacy, and the ma- 
nuvres of the rival pontiffs. Urban and Clement appeared to have attached 
the fate of Chriftendom to the validity of their election. Whoever acknow- 
ledged their authority difcharged every obligation, human and divine ; but op- 
pofition, or doubt, was the height of facrilege and impiety. The property of 
the church was appropriated to the purpofe of venal attachment. France was 
particularly affe&ed by thefe fhameful proceedings, fince it was almoft the only 
refource left to Clement. He laid claim to half the revenues of the clergy, to 
fupport himfelf and his court. An abbot at Rheims, was appointed to levy this 
contribution, and to threaten the poffeffors of livings with depofition, in cafe 
they refufed to comply with the will of his holmeis. The facred college of 
Avignon then confifted of three and thirty cardinals, whofe agents and emit 
faries, armed with provijions^ were fpread over the different provinces, hunt- 
ing after vacant livings. Cathedrals, collegiate churches, conventual priories, 
commanderies , in fhort, any kind of preferment, was eagerly grafped at: the 
only thing they enquired into was the amount of the net revenue it produced 
and that the inevitable expence attending the performance of duty, the col- 
lection of rents, &c. might be diminifhed as much as poffible, they let thefe 
benefices to farm, and the leafes were fometimes let at fo high a price, that the 
leifees found themfelves obliged to give them up. On the death of a bilhop, 
the colle&ors of the apoflolic chamber feized, in the pope's name, all hi 
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effefts and pofleffions, without referving the fmalleft part, either for repairing 
the church, or for paying the debts of the deceafed*. 

Conduft like this could not fail to excite complaints. The univerfity, which 
had well-founded pretentions to a (hare in the patrimony of the church, took no 
pains to diffemble its indignation. Several confutations were held, and it was 
finally determined that the only mode of reprefling this fpirit of plunder, was 
by convening a general council, in which the rights of the two popes might be 
decidedt. John dc Ronce^ doftor of divinity, having been appointed toprefent 
to the king the refolutions adopted by the univerfity, was arretted during the 
night, and confined in a clofe prifon, till he promifed to acknowledge Clement, 
AUthoie who maintained the neceffity of calling a general council were de- 
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dared guilty of Icfi-majefty, and treated with the utraofl rigour • The perfe- 
cution became fo violent, that the fchools were deferted by moft of the pro- 
Mors and ftudents. 

The protection afforded to Clement, by the duke of Anjou, made it dange- 
rous to advance any thing to his prejudice. He had infinuated himfelf into the 
good graces of the duke by the gratification of his avarice ; he had granted him 
a tenth part of the revenues of the French clergy, and of all other ecclefiaftics 
who acknowledged his authority, under the pretence of enabling that prince to 
arm againft Urban and his adherents. Clement had alfo deftinedfor the duke of 
Anjou, a part of the Italian provinces, which depended on the holy fee, to be 

held, as a fief, of the fovereign pontiffs, under the appellation, of the Adriatic 

kingdom. This new monarchy was meant to comprehend the March of Ancona, 
Romandiola, the duchy of Spoleto, Bologna, Ferrara, Ravenna and Peroufe** 

When the duke was adopted for her fucceflbr by J 



pontiff, 
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JL4 



f 



enabled him to double the taxes on the clergy; he was alfo the firft to folicit 
the inhabitants of Provence to declare in his favour. Thefe fervices the duke 
could not forget. 

The provoft of Paris had attracted the enmity of the univerfity, which occa- 
fioned his ruint. Hugli Aubriot was born in Burgundy, of obfeure parents ; 
but he had found means to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of the duke 
of Anjou. Being a man of fenfe and extenfive knowledge, he was foon noticed 
by Charles. Railed to the dignity of provoft of Paris, he proved himfelf wor- 
thy of that important office. He was ftudious to promote fuch improvements as 

were calculated to contribute to the embelltfhment of the city, and to the con- 
venience of its inhabitants. Paris ftill contains numerous monuments of his 
eal and ability. He was the firft: who contrived to purify the air, and to dis- 
encumber the ftreets of the metropolis, by the invention of common fewer s, 
"or removing and carrying off the filth. All thofe who had no vifible means o£ 

fubfiftence, found employment in the various works he undertook, fo that he 
converted dangerous enemies of the ftate into ufeful members of it. 

Nothing which could difturb the public tranquillity efcaped the vigilance of 
this magiftrate. The ftudents of the univerfity, prefuming on their privileges, 
committed flagrant diforders, and gave themfelves up to every kind of excefs : 
the citizens were expofed to continual infults ; tumults were daily excited in the 
ftreets, and not unfrequently attended with bloodlhed ; their infolence had ar- 
rived at a pitch of extravagance, which called for effectual reftraint and exem- 
plary punifhment. Aubriot accordingly ordered his ferjeants to apprehend 
them, whenever they fhould find them engaged in raifing a riot, and to condudl 
them to the dungeons of the Petit Chatelet, which he had purpofely prepared 

* Spici!. t. iii, p. 746.. + Chron. MS. de la B. R. No. 10297. Chron dc Saint Dcnis ' ^ t5 5* 
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for their reception. This conduft rendered all the members of the univerfitv 
his irreconcileable enemies. His ruin was refolved, and no meafures neglected 
which malice could devife to effeft it. His public con dud was irreproachable: 
an enemy to perfecution, he had, indeed, opened the doors of the Chatelet to 
the opprefled Jews, and procured, by his folicitations, the rettitution of their 
children ; but this it was not thought prudent to urge as an objeft of public 



malignant 



They were therefoi 



fuch anions as they thought fitted to anfwer thepurpofe of oppreflion. When 
the members of the univerfity had obtained or forged fufficient proofs, they 
cited Aubriot to appear before the ecclefiaftical tribunal. Secure in the protec- 
tion of the court, he, at firft, defpifed their threats ; but the credit of his adver- 
faries proving more powerful than the favour of his patrons, he was arretted 
and thrown into prifon. The fame fpirit of injuftice which had commenced the 
profecution, prefided at the trial, and dictated thelentencej the witncffes— /itch 
as they were (fays an ancient chronicle*) — were examined ; and the provoft was 
declared to be a bad catholic, a libertine, a debauchee, a keeper of bad women, 
particularly of Jeweffes ; and laftly^ a Jew and a heretic. Accufations thus 
vague and indefinite could not ealily be confuted, and, but for the interference 
of the court, he would have been configned to the flames. A fcafFokl was 
ere&ed oppofite to the cathedral ; the provoft was compelled to afcend it, and, 
on his knees, to afk pardon, in the prefence of a crowd of fpecftators, and to 
promife to fubmit to the punHhment that fhould be infli&ed on him. Thebifhop 
of Paris, arrayed in his pontifical robes, expatiated on the criminality of his 
conduft ; and finiflied his harangue, by condemning the prifoner to pafs the 
remainder of his life in confinement, with no other nourifhment than bread and 
water. But he was releafed, the following year, by that fame populace who 
.now exulted in his difgrace. It was from Hugh Aubriot that the appellation of 
Hugonots was given to the proteflants of France.. 

A more certain mode of alienating the afie&ions of the inhabitants of Langwe- 
doc could not have been adopted, than the appointment of the duke of Berry to 
the government of the province. The people highly relented the nomination, and 
Gafton, the former governor, conceiving himfelf injured, aflembled the ftates, 
who fent a deputation to the duke to- aflure him that they would never fubmit to 
part with their governor. It was determined in the council; that the fpirit of 
revolt fhould be immediately checked, and an army was accordingly • aflembled ; 
but the duke of Burgundy, who had other projects in view, caufed the enterprife 
to be laid afide. The duke of Berry, however, refolved to take pofleflion of 
his government, colle&ed the troops belonging to his appanage, and being 
joined by the count of Armagnac, marched into Languedoc ; engaging witto 

* Chroiu MS.de laB.R. No, 10297. fub. anno 
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Gafton, he fuftained a total defeat ; but the count refigned his -government in 

the moment of viftory, and, after he had concluded an advantageous treaty, 
returned to his own territories. 

A> D. 1382.3 The council were at this time folely employed in attempts 
to repeal the fupprellion of the taxes- This was the only means which the duke 
of Anjou could now devife for augmenting his treafures ; fince he had already 
fecured all the fruits of his brother's economy. The chancellor's journal, 

which is ftill extant in the royal library at Paris, is a lading monument of his 
avidity. Every day he formed fome new demand : having feized a part of 
the late king's plate and jewels, he found means to obtain the reft. Not con- 
tent with having procured a grant of the produce of all the taxes that were 
levied in his appanage, he obtained an extenfion of that privilege to other parts 
of the kingdom, and thereby became interefted in the re-eftablifhment of the 
imports. His efforts to induce the Parifians to fecond his fchemes proved fruit- 
less. The people declared that they fhould confider as enemies to the ftate all 
thofewho attempted to renew the imports ; they flew to arms, fixed chains acrols 
the ftreets, and appointed officers, created by themfelves, to guard the different 
gates of the city*. The example of the Parifians was followed by the inhabi- 
tants of feveral provincial towns. At Rouen, the populace chofe a mercer for 
their king. This monarch was conduced to a throne which his JubjeCis had 
prepared for him. When feated a petition was prefented to his majefty, befeech- 
ing him to fupprefs the imports ; this being complied with, the collectors of the 
revenue were maffacred and their houfes plundered. The abbey of St* Ouen, 
having juft gained a law-fuit againft the town, the infurgents broke open the 
monaftery, and, entering the tower where the archives were depofited, tore 
them all into pieces. After committing a thoufand ads of violence, they made 
a formal attack upon the o\d palace, a fortrefs which greatly incommoded 
them ; but the garrifon eafily repelled their attacks* 

The court removed to Rouen to chart ife the rebels ; the king ordered the 
gates to be thrown down, and entered the town through the breach, accompa^ 
nicd by his uncles, and a rtrong body of troops. The citizens were difarmed, 
the leaders of the infurreftion executed, and the taxes re-eftablifhed.- 

This inftance of well-timed feverity inftead of intimidating the Parifians in^ 
creafed their infolence. An impropriety of conduct on the part of the council, 
tended to produce the diforders which now occurred. The duke of Anjou, 
caufed the produce of the taxes to be expofed to fale in a private houfc, and 
feveral purchafers attended. But it was ftill necefTary to publifh the renewal 
of the fupprefled imports ; the man who undertook this commiffion, repaired, 
on horfeback, to the market-place, where the people aflembled round him in 
crowds. He began by giving notice that a quantity of plate had been ftolen 
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could hear him, to 

announce that the next day the taxes would be levied in the fame manner as be- 
fore the publication of the edaSt by which they were fupprefTed. The moment 
he had given this notice he clapped fpurs to his horfe, and gallopped off at full 
ipeed. News immediately fpread through the town; and the people flying to 
arms, fwore that they would maflacre all who fhould make the attempt. 

Next day the colle&ors went to market, when one of them, having demanded 
payment of a poor woman, was inftantly feized by the populace, and torn to 
pieces*. This, was the fignal of revolt. A body of five hundred men, armed 



were 



with flicks, forks, and whatever weapons they could lay hold of, attacked the 
collectors, compelled them to fly, and maffacred fuch as they were able to over- 
take. The ftreets were prefently filled with infurgents, and the cry of, u To 
arms ! " " Liberty I" was heard from either extremity of the metropolis. The 
collectors and other officers of the revenue were all put to death wherever they 

The number of infurgents hourly encreafing, they burfl open the 
doors of the town-houfe, where a large fupply of arms had been deposited in 
the preceding reigns, and proceeded to pillage and demolifh the houfes of thofe 
whom they had murdered. The doors of the prifons being forced, the infur- 
gents gained a frefh acceffion of ftrength, by the junction of their inhabitants, 
Perceiving they wanted a chief, they releafed Hugh Aubriot from confinement 
and compelled him to place himfelf at their head. They mounted him on \ 
mule, and conducted him to the houfe which he had occupied previous to his 
imprifonment. He took advantage of this event to retire fecretly from the ca- 
pital, which he left that very night ; and, parting the Seine, fled to Burgundy, 
his native country, where he paffed the reft of his days in tranquil obfeurity. 

Paris, in the mean time, was reduced to the fituation of a town taken by at 
fault. Theft, rapine, and murder, marked the progrefs of a defperate rabble, 

They ran from houfe to houfe, taking away whatever was portable, and de- 
ftroying what they were unable to carry off. They 
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drank as much wine as they could, and threw the reft into the ftreets. Being 
informed that feveral of the Jews and financiers had taken refuge in the abbey 
of Saint Germain-des-Pres, they hafted to attack it ; but it was able to refift their 
efforts, The refpeftable citizens trembled for their lives and property; ten 
thoufand of them were embodied by the municipal officers ; and the town was 
now divided into two parties, bothfeemingly refolved to proceed to extremities, 
During the night, the. infurgents only fufpended their rage to riot in intem- 
perance. At dawn of day, they repaired to Aubriot's houfe, and were furpn- 
fed to find that he had efcaped. They then left the town, with . a view of de- 
flroying the bridge at Charenton j but the fear of being intercepted by the re- 
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to return with precipitation. Every effort that could tend to the reftoration of 
tranquillity, was employed by the inhabitants ; but no one exerted himfelf fo 
fuccefsfully as the advocate general, Defmarets. At the commencement of the 
riots, the bifhop of Paris, the magiftrates, and moft of the people of diftin&ion, 
had left the town ; Defmarets alone had the courage to remain ; and his pre- 
sence ferved to appeafe the ftorm. His eloquence was admired; his virtues 
were refpe&ed ; he had grown grey in the fervice of four fucceffive fovereigns ; 
and he enjoyed that efteem which was due to his talents and integrity* He now 
exerted his influence to calm the minds of the people. 

The news of this revolt being carried to Rouen, where the king ftill re(idcd 7 
the council immediately difpatched a body of troops towards the capital,' with 
the refolution to make the Parifians undergo the fame punifhment which the in- 
habitants of Rouen had juft experienced. But this was a talk not eafy of accom- 
plifhment: although the fedition was apparently quelled, .the principle which 
had occafioned it ftill fubfifted. The Parifian infurgents, inftrufted by the ex- 
ample of thofe at Rouen, were determined to defend themfelves to the laft ex- 
tremity, and to rejeft every pfopofal for an accommodation, of which the re- 
newal of the imports fhould form the balls ; with this view they had ftationed 
guards in all the principal parts of the town, and at the different gates*. The 
citizens of Paris endeavoured to avert the ftorm which threatened them ; the 

univerfity went forth in a body to meet the king. They prefented to him the 
petition of the Parifians, the prince was affe&ed on perufing it. He confirmed 
the fuppreflion of the imports, and granted a general amnefty. This indulgence 
was published, the fame day, at Paris. John Defmarets, though fo far oppreffed 
with age and ficknefs as to be unable to walk, was carried on a litter to the 
place where the people had alfembled ; but he had the mortification to find them 
infeniible to the proffered indulgence, and more inclined to renew the revolt 
than return to their duty. The provoft of Paris having feized feveral of their 
leaders, was conveying them to the place of execution, when he was openly 
oppofed by the populace. Their punifhment was fufpended by order of the 

court, and the moft criminal were put into facks, and thrown into the river, in 
the night. 

Twice had the council been compelled to abolifh the imports, though the 
neceffity of renewing them continued. Prayers, threats, and negociations had 
been alternately employed for the purpofe of procuring money- Except fome 
trifling hoftilities in Guienne, the kingdom had no war to fuftain. The expences 
of the king's houfhold, though confiderably reduced during his minority, were 
not paid with regularity. At an affembly of the ftates-general, where the young 
monarch was prefent, the firft prefident, represented to the members, that the 
king, finding it -impoflible to effeft any greater diminution of the expences, to 
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which the revenue was inadequate, it was necefTary that the people fhould pay 
the fame fubfidies as in the preceding reign. The deputies retired without mak- 
ing" any pofitive promife. The members for the province of Sens alone con- 
tented to renew the imports, and they were difavowed by their conftituents* 
This oppoiition from the provinces was fomented by the refinance of the 
Parifians. But all rational and moderate men deplored the dangerous miflu> 
derftanding which fubfifted between the prince and the people ; and hoping that 
the prefence of the fovereign would tend to re-eftablifh tranquillity, they ap- 
pointed a deputation of the principal citizens to 'wait on him, and requeft he 
would return to the capital. The council agreed, on condition that the Pari- 
fians fhould not come to meet him in arms ; that he fhould enter the- town ac- 
companied by his troops ; that the gates fhould remain open during his red- 
dence in the metropolis ; that the chains fhould not be placed acrofs the ftreets 
in the night ; and, that none fhould bear arms except the native inhabitants of 
Paris, and fuch as had property to lofe. Three days were allowed for coniidcr- 
irig thefe propofals ; but the populace became furious, and threatened to maflk- 
ere the principal families, if they dared to accept them. Six citizens who wercfent 
to apprife the king, met with a cool reception, as it was believed that they 
exaggerated, in order to extort more favourable terms from Charles. The 
lord of Villiers was difpatched to Paris for the purpofe of verifying the faftj 
and he had orders, in cafe he fhould find it impoflible to obtain the renewal of 
all the taxes, to propofe that a part of them fhould be re-eftablifhed. Villiers, 
unable to fulfil his commiffion, halted back to the king, and informed him 
that the rage and obflinacy of the people even exceeded the reprefentation of 
the citizens. 

The duke of Anjou, who was impatient to commence his projected expedi- 
tion to Italy, and refolved, at all events, to procure money from the Parifians, 
determined to have recourfe to the moft violent meafures. He colle&ed a 
powerful body of troops, which he ftationed in the environs of Paris, and there 
iuffered them to live at difcretion. Every kind of excefs was allowed; the 
only reftraint impofed on their conduct, was a prohibition from fetting fire to 
the houfes, and murdering the inhabitants. The people were but little moved 
at an evil which only'affefted the opulent citizens, who faw their lands laid 
wafte, and their property expofed to pillage. The conferences were renewed, 
and an accommodation terminated. It was agreed that a general amnefty fhould 
be' paffed, and that the city fhould make the king a prefent of one hundred 
thoufand livres. The day after this agreement was figned, the young monarch 
jnade his entry into Paris, amidft the acclamations of the people. When the 
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time came for paying the money, fonie difputes arofc on the fubjeft between 
the inhabitants and the clergy ; the former infilling that the latter ought to pay 
their part. The grcatefl part of this fum was feized by the duke of Anjou ; 
it was, however, the laft of his exa&ions, as he fet out for Provence immedi- 
ately after, to prepare for his expedition to Naples. 

By the departure of the duke of Anjou, the principal fhare in the govern- 
ment became vefted in the duke of Burgundy. This prince, befides the duchy 
of Burgundy, was in pofTefTion of the lordfhips of Bethel and Nevers, on which 
the duke of Brittany had fome claims ; but the matter having been left to arbi- 
tration, it was decided in favour of the former. He enjoyed • the county of 
Burgundy as a gift from the emperor, Charles the fourth* ; and he had pur- 
chafed the town and territory of Verdun, for one and twenty thoufand florins. 
He was on the point of joining to thofe extenfive polfefTions, the dominions of 
Lewis cle Male, count of Flanders, his father-in-law ; who, being engaged in 
a war with his fubjefts, entreated the duke of Burgundy to perfuade the 
French to alfift him in reducing the rebels to fubmilTion. 

In a prior revolt, in the year 1378, the duke had with great difficulty effec- 
ted an accommodation between the Flemings and their prince, but the mutual 
animofity made either party anxious to feize every opportunity for renewing 

the difputp. An abufe of power on the one fide, and a licentious fpirit of inde- 
pendence on the other, proved an invincible bar to a fincerc reconciliation . The ar- 
tifans of Ghent, having formed thcmfelves into companies, diflinguifhed by par- 
ticular badges, the count repaired to that city with the view of compelling them 
to lay afide thole marks ; but, failing in the attempt, he retired!. His revenge 
was cruel and unmanly ; he cauied feveral tradefmen of Ghent to be flopped on 
the Scheld, and, after putting out their eyes, permitted them to purfue their 

voyage. In this fituation they arrived at the town, where their prefence infpired 
their fellow-citizens with horror 



and indignation. 



They immediately flew to 
arms, appointed officers to command them, and, marching out of the city, 
attacked Oudenardc, took it by'affault, and demolilhcd the fortifications. The 
nobility having joined the count, their houies were pillaged and deftroyed. A 
new treaty put a ftop to thefe hoftilities ; and Oudenarde was reftored. But 
the contefl was foon renewed, and molt of the towns of Flanders evinced a 
difpofition to join the inhabitants of Ghent. A general infurrettion was on the 
point of breaking out. The Flemings, apprehenfive that the count mull apply 
ior affiftance to the court of France, had addreffed themfelves to the council ; 
and their remonftrances, feconded by the duke of Anjou and pope Clement, 
were favourably received ; the count therefore was, for lbme time, left to bear 

the whole burden of the war, with no fupport but his own nobility. 

The moft horrid cruelties were committed during this contefl. Bruges was 
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was divided into two factions ; that which favoured the count proving moft 

powerful, Lewis took poffeflion of the city, and put to death five hundred of 
the inhabitants. x\t Ypres, where he met with no oppofition, he ordered feven 
hundred of the citizens to be beheaded. This conduft, far from depreffing the 
ipirits of the people, encreafed their fury. Having fuftained a defeat at the 
gates of Ypres, which they afcribed to the mifcondudt of their leader, John 

Boule, they retired to Courtray, and literally tore him in pieces. From thence 
they returned to Ghent, which the count hailed to invert. This city was then 
deemed the ftrongeft place in Europe ; it was defended by eighty thoufand com- 
batants j and two hundred thoufand were requifite to invefl it completely, 
During the fiege, fix thoufand of the inhabitants fallied from the town, and 
taking Aloft by furprife, firft pillaged and then reduced it to aflies. This fuo 
cefs gave frefti fpirits to the infurgents, who fuccefsfully repelled every attack 
on the place, fo that the count was unable, during the whole campaign, to 
obtain any advantage over them. But, at the commencement of the following 
year, they fuftained a defeat, and loft two of their leaders ; one of them, John 
de Lannoy, had taken refuge in the fteeple of a church to which the troops had 
fet fire; he called out aloud — u Ranfom, ran/dm!" — (hewing his garment) 
which was full of florins ; his cries were difregarded ; he threw himfelf into 
the midft of the enemy, who tore him in pieces, and call his body into the 
flames. 

The citizens of Ghent, finding that the war was likely to continue, percei- 
ved the neceflity of chufing a leader, who fhould be able to keep the multitude 
in awe. Peter Dubois y with whom this idea originated, fixed his choice on 
Philip d'Artevelle, fonto that James d'Artevelle, who had diftinguifhed himfelf 
during the former commotionsr The Flemings hafted in crowds to the refi- 
dence of Philip, whom they conduced to the market-place, and took the oath 
of fealty and allegiance to him, as to their fovereign^ He commenced his 
reign by executing twelve of the men who had been concerned in the death of 
his father. The infurgents under their new leader, believed themfelves : invin- 
cible. The count inverted Ghent a fecond time, and was again conftrained to 

raife the fiege. An accommodation was talked of,, and deputies from the prin- 
cipal towns were appointed to confer on the fubjeft with the agents of the count. 
The envoys from Ghent confented to certain articles, which they communicated 
to their fellow-citizens. One condition was, that two hundred of the principal 
inhabitants fhould be delivered to the count. Artevelle and Dubois, convin- 
ced that they muft infallibly be comprifed in the number, mafiacred the envoys 
in prefence of the people, who now reje&ed all hopes of peace. 

Thefiege of Ghent was formed, for the third time, by the count ; who^by 
the reduction of Grammont, and mod neighbouring places, cut off their iupplies, 
and reduced the inhabitants to the laft extremity. As they evinced a dilpojj- 
tion to mrrender, the duke and duchefs of Brabant, the count of Uainault, v/itn 
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the inhabitants of Tournay, and feveral of the nobility, employed their inte- 
refts with the count to procure them favourable terms ; but Lewis refufed to 
liften to any propofals, uniefs all the inhabitants, between the ages of fifteen 
and fixty, would confent to prefent themfelves before him, without Ihoes, {lock- 
ings, or any outward garments, in the fupplicating pofture of criminals, fub- 



conditions 



pleafe 



folved on fome a& of deiperation. Five thoufand, tinder the command of 
Artevelle, offered to march to Bruges, where the count then held his court. 
The count informed of their arrival, fallied forth from the town, with forty 
thoufand men ; but he was attacked with irrefiftible fury. In a fhort time his 
troops fuftained a total defeat, and the count was compelled to re-enter the 
town with precipitation, clofely followed by the inhabitants of Ghent. He 
threw afide his arms, and, changing his drefs, fought refuge in the cottage of a 
poor woman, to whofe loyalty he was indebted for a fafe prote&ion till night, 
when he efcaped to Lille. The day after this event, Artevelle and his follow- 
ers, began to plunder the houfes, and inflift vengeance on their enemies. 
They conduced themfelvs with a degree of regularity and order, which could 
fcarcely have been expe&ed. All the foreign merchants, great numbers of 
whom were then at Bruges, were treated with refped ; even apart of the citi- 
zens was exempted from the eftecls of their refentment, which was confined to 
the companies of tradefmen and artifans, who had fignalized, in a particular 
manner, their enmity to the infurgents. Twelve hundred of thefe were con- 
duced to the market-place, and mafTacred in cool blood ; their families were 
deftroyed, and their property was feized. .The fpoils of Bruges were carried 



to Ghent, with the news of the vi&ory 



Terremonde 



com 



pulfion, the party of the infurgents. Oudenarde was foon inverted by an hundred 



thoufand Flemings. 



£tory 



and fplendour of a fbvereign prince. Endued with the courage, but not the 

genius of his father, he became intoxicated with fuccefs, and loft the ability to 
profit by the revolution which his arms had effected. 

The count, expelled from his dominions, applied for proteftion andaffiftance 
to the duke of Burgundy, his fon-in-law, and intended fuccelfor. At an interview 
which took place at Bapaumes, it was agreed that all the forces of France 



yed 



to fubje&ion. The authority 
Lute: and the nronofal he made 



to his nephew for waging war againft the Flemings, was eagerly embraced. 
The council was affembled. In vain did fome of the members attempt to di£ 



feafon 



him 
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Artevelle and the other leaders of the Flemings fought to avert the ftorm which 
threatened them, by fending an envoy to the court of France ; but he was trea- 
ted with contempt, and, for fome time, confined in prifon. Their application 
to England was not more iuccefsful, for the unfettled ftate of the Engliih go- 
vernment rendered it highly imprudent to engage in a foreign war. 

Every preparation was now made in France for aflifting the count of Flan- 
ders. As apprehenfions were entertained, that, during the abfence of the court, 
ledition would again break out in the capital, the duke of Burgundy aflenibled 
the principal inhabitants, and exhorted them to perfift in the fidelity which they 
owed to their fovereign. 

The troops having afTembled on the frontiers of Picardy and Artois, dircfted 
their march towards Lille. The approach of the French army did not deter 
the Flemings from purfuing the fiege of Oudenarde, as they deemed themlclvc 
fufficiently fecure from attack, in being matters of the paflages of the Lys. 
They had juft driven the count's troops from the bridge of Comines, and had 
ftationed ten thoufand men to defend it. This was the very paffage which the 
conftable ClifTon, who led the van-guard, undertook to force. Four hundred 
men at arms forded the river above the bridge. The Flemings, thus attackec 
on both fides, defended themlelves for fome time ; but ClifTon, having repaired 
that part of the bridge which they had broken down, obliged them to retreat; 
the defeat was general, and four thoufand of them were left dead on the field, 

Next day the whole army palled the Lys ; and, continuing their march, redu- 
ced feveral towns. Ypres was the firft to open its gates to the French, who le- 
vied a contribution of forty thoufand florins on the inhabitants. Flanders was, 
at this time, the -centre of commerce. Its numerous manufactories gave cafe 
and opulence to an active and induftrious people. The foldiers, laden with the: 

ipoils of this fertile province, difdained all inferior booty, and would only con- 
tent themfelves with rich furniture, coftly trinkets, and fluffs of gold. The in- 
habitants of the towns, alarmed at the approach of the troops, battened to avert 
their rage by a fpeedy fubmiflion. . Gravelines, Furnes, Dunkirk, and other:;, 
lent deputies to meet them, accompanied by their governors in chains. Thcle 
men, who had been entrusted by Artevelle with the care of thofe places, \u" 
beheaded, and the fubmiflion of the inhabitants was accepted, on paying a final 
contribution. 

When Artevelle was informed of thefe difafters, he left his camp before On- 
denarde, and repaired to Ghent, where, having embodied all fuch as were aoic 
to bear arms, lie joined them to a part of the troops that were employed in the 
fiege, and determined to hazard a battle. It was now the month of November j 
the weather was very fevere, and, had they contented themfelves with aflingon 
the defenfive, the French would have been obliged to quit the field. But the 
Flemings, and their leader, inflated with the eafy viftory they had obtained at 

Bruges, were confident of fuccefs, They had fworn to give no quarter, but W 



I 
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maflacrc all except the king. This excefs of confidence proved their detrac- 
tion. The French were not lefs imprudent in expofing an infant fovereign, the 
flower of the nobility, and the hopes of the ftate, to the uncertain event of a 
campaign, begun at the opening of winter, without even fecuring a retreat in 
cafe of misfortune; for they neglefted to fortify the bridge of Coxnines, which 
gives us no very favourable idea of the military talents of the conftable. 

During the abfence of the court, the Parifians again revolted, and were on 
the point of demoiifhing the royal palaces* ; but they were diverted from the 
accomplifhmcnt of their fchemes, by Nicholas Flamand, a citizen, who per- 
vaded them to wait the event of the war in Flanders. tc If the people of 
" Ghent/' faid he, " fucceed, as we truft they will, it will be then time 
(C enough to do this j let us not begin a thing which we may afterwards have 
u caufe to repent." The Parifians, in the mean time, prepared for war ; they 
fent for arms from all quarters, and fet all the workmen in the town to make 
helmets and cuirafTcs. This epidemic fedition ipread over the provinces ; Cha- 
lons, Rheims, Orleans, and Blois, evinced the fame rebellious difpofition with 
the capital. The inhabitants of the country threatened to renew the diforders 
which prevailed in the time of the Jacquerie. The kingdom appeared on the 
eve of a general revolution. On the event of the war in Flanders the fafety of 
the ftate depended. 

It was in the plain between Roflbec and Courtray that the rival armies met. 
That of the Flemings, almoft wholly compofed of artifans, was drawn up in 

order of battle, according to their different trades, the fymbols of which were 
difplayedon their banners. The conftable divided the French into three bodies ; 
the firft of which he commanded himfelf, affifted by the marefchals of San- 
cerreand Blainville, and the admiral John de Vienne. Before the battle began, 
the king created four hundred and fixty knights. 

The Flemings were encamped between a deep ravine and a thick wood, 
with a ditch in front ftrengthencd by an intrenchment ; a poft which it was al- 
moft impoillble to force. But they were fo imprudent as to give up this ad- 
vantage, in order to take pofleflion of a fmall hill, called The Golden Mount, 
whence they imagined they could attack the French with greater impetuofity. 
As foon as the conftable perceived this motion, he made fure of the vitftory. 
The battle commenced by the iecond divifion where the king was pofted, which 
by that means became the cennre divifion, while the two other divifions, for- 
ming the V/ings, attacked the enemy in flank, who preferved no other order 
than that of keeping clofe together, that they might occupy lefs ground. The 
Flemings, at firft, fought with a degree of fury that balanced the fuperior difci- 
pline of their adverfaries, and rendered victory doubtful ; but the latter at 
length recovered its uftial advantage, and turned the tide of fuccefs. Far,' 

f Chron. MS,; Frcifurd \ Lc Labourcui; Juvenal des Urfms, 
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however, from feeking to retreat, they continued to prefs forward, fo that, in 
the end, they were fo encumbered with the dead bodies, that they could not 
poflibly act. The victory was complete, and the {laughter dreadful ; five~and~ 
twenty thoufand*, or, according to fome writers, forty thoufandt of the Fle- 
mings, perifhed in the aftion, while the French are faid not to have loft a hun- 
dred men. Froiffard tells us, on the authority of a gentleman who was pre* 
fent, that the battle was won in lefs than half an hour. The body of Artevelle, 
being found among the dead, was fufpended on a tree. Such was the fate of 
the battle of Rofbec, where the Flemings were guilty of the fame error which 
had proved fo fatal to the French at Crecy and Poitiers : in this cafe, indeed, 
the error was more glaring, fince they had not the fame temptation for attack- 
ing their adverfaries, their army only confifting of fifty thoufand undifciplined 
troops, whereas that of the French was compofed of twenty thoufand men at 
arms, and fixty thoufand infantryt. The king wrote from the field of battle 
to the parliament of Paris, to inform them of his fuccefs. They immediately 
fent for the principal citizens, to whom they read the letter, and, at the fame 
time, ordered them to communicate its contents to the people, that they might 
evince their zeal by public rejoicings : — but^no appearance of joy was to be feen, 
The news of this defeat fpread fuch a donflernation through the province, 
that had the French marched dire&ly to Ghent, the gates of that city would 
have been opened to them, and the war finjflied by the total fubje&ion of Flan- 
ders. But, inftead of improving the advantage they had acquired, they repaired 
to Courtray, which had furrendered immediately after the battle of Rofbec. 
There the king paffed fome days, during which time he received deputies from 
the inhabitants of Bruges, who refcued their city from pillage by a contribution 
of one hundred and twenty thoufand florins. It was hoped that this example 
would be followed by the people of Ghent, but, having recovered from their 
firft alarm, and being encouraged by the prefence and exhortations of Peter Du- 
bois, they refufed to fubmit. Such was the inveteracy of their hatred to the 
count, that they offered to acknowledge the authority of the king of France, on 
condition that he would annex the city of Ghent to the demefnes of the crown ; 



but the fear of offending the duke of Burgundy, prevented the council from ac-< 
cepting their propofals. 

The Flemings had, in the mean time, raifed the fiege of Gudenarde ; and the 
Teafon was too far advanced to permit the French to form that of Ghent. The 
king and his uncles only thought of returning to France with their troops, who 
were laden with the fpoils of that province which they came to reftore to its 
lawful prince: no fooner had the king left Courtray, than, in return for its vo- 
luntary fubmiffion, the foldiers began to maffacre the inhabitants, without cm- 
tinftion of age or lex 5 with cruelty infatiate as their avarice, they did not ceaft 

* Villaret. + Le Gendre. t Wera, torn. II p. 5x2* 
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to pillage and murder, till neither people nor property remained ; they then fet 
fire to the town, and reduced it to a heap of allies. Froiflard, who lived at the 
time, exprefsly affirms, that the maflacre took place in confequence of the 
king's orders, who rejected all the entreaties of the count of Flanders to fpare 
the town and its inhabitants. Some hiftorians have affirmed, that feveral letters 
were found at Courtray, from the Parifians, which proved that a fecret intelli- 
gence fubfifted between the infurgents of the capital, and thofe of Flanders* 
This difcovery, whether real or pretended, was ufed as a pretext for inflifting 



me 



rited puniftiment. 

Not only the towns which had revolted were affe&ed by the prefence of the 
troops ; the inhabitants of many places which had preferved their allegiance to 
the count were imprifoned, under pretence that they had embraced the party of 
pope Urban, and were compelled to pur chafe their liberty by levying contri- 



butions. 



Tournay 



Arras, which place the foldiers evinced a ftrong difpofition to pillage. But the 
conftable and the marefchals deterred them from their purpofe, by promifing 
that all their wages (hould be paid on their arrival at Paris. The towns of Pi- 
cardy teftified their zeal by public rejoicings, and by fending prefents to the 
king, who repaired to Compiegne* 

The troops would have been immediately difbanded, but for the refblution 
which had been adopted of inflifting an exemplary chaftiferrtent on the Parifians* 
This, however, appeared no eafy matter, when the extent of the city, and the 
numbers and difpofition of its inhabitants, were confidered- The court had 
advanced as far as Louvres, undetermined how to accomplifh the objeft they 
had in view. For the purpofe of founding the minds of the people, the princes 
and nobility had fent their fervants before them to prepare their houfes, and to 
circulate the report that the king might be daily expefted. The Parifians, on 
receiving this intelligence, refolved to meet their fovereign on the road; 
and they accordingly difpatched twenty thoufand citizens completely armed. 



f 
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king was at Bourget, when he heard of their approach ; the nobles who atten- 
ded him exclaimed, " Had this infolent rabble been thus forward to ferve the" 
11 king when he was going to Flanders, they would have done well ; but they 
" were then employed in praying to God that not a foul of Us might ever re- 
** turn." • 

As this armed multitude ftill kept their ftation, it became neceflary to adopt 
fome decifive meafure. The conftable, the lords of Albret, Coucy, and Tre- 
moilie, and the admiral, John de Vienne, determined to remonftrate with them, 
in order to perfuade them to return to Paris. With this view, they lent to 
aflc for a fate conduct, but the Parifians allured the heralds that they might 

iafely approach them, fince thev had onlv armed themfelves for the purpofe c ' 
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obeying the king's orders, and of fhewing him what forces the city of Paris 
could mufter, whenever their fervices were required in defence of the ftate. 
On receiving this affurance, the noblemen went to them and ordered them, in 
the king's name, to retire, which they immediately did. The ftorni , which had 
excited their apprehenfions, being thus averted, .the court prepared to make 
their entry into the metropolis. 

The king, however, fir ft vifited the church of Saint Denis, at this place 
he received a deputation from the city of Paris, confuting of the provoft 
of the merchants, and fome of the principal citizens, who attempted to 
moderate his anger ; but he refuted to explain his intentions, and would only 
tell them what day he meant to enter the metropolis. At the appointed time 
the troops were under arms, and advanced in three divifions*. The conftable 
and the marefchal de Sancerre, at the head of the firft divifion, advanced to* 
wards the gate of Saint Denis, which they ordered to be pulled down. All the 
men at arms were difmounted, and the troops entered the town in the fame 
order as if they were taking pofleffion of a conquered place. The young mo? 
'narch, furrounded by his uncles, the princes of the blood, and his courtiers, 
repaired to the cathedral, without deigning to liften to a frefh deputation, and 
from thence to the palace. 

An univerfal alarm prevailed through the city: the people, accuftomed to 
pafs, from infblence to delpair, waited in filent confternation, the puniflunent 
of their faults. Theftridt orders that were iffued to commit no violence, un- 

der pain of death, fome what revived their fpirits, The foldiers faaftened to 
the quarters afligned them ; and the only interruption of the general tranquillity 
proceeded from the execution of two of the inhabitants, who were hanged at 
their own windows, for making ufe of fome feditious language. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy paraded the city at the head of their men 
at arms. The chains were taken from the ends of the ftreets and carried to 
Vincennes ; the inhabitants delivered up their arms which were depofited at the 
Louvre, and were found to be fufficient to equip a hundred thoufand men. 
When the city was thus deprived of all means of defence, the executions be- 
gan. The prifons were .filled with criminals, many of whom put an end to 

their exiftencein order to avoid a more cruel death. The duchefs of Orleans 

interceded for the people, and her humane interference was feconded by the uni- 
verfity, who carried their fupplications to the foot of the throne*. The univerfity 
would probably have fucceeded in their attempts, had not the duke of Berry 
been prefent at the audience. The execution of Nicholas le Flamand was, 
doubtlefs, an ad of neceflary feverity. But one of a far different deicnptiou 
foon followed ; twelve prifoners were brought forth and chained together in 

<• Chron. MS. de la B. R. I FroMard ; Chron. de Saint Denis : Le Labourenr; HiAuiw d .< ! . s 
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u Mafter John/' exclaimed the ofhcers of juftice, cc cry for 
" in order that he*may pardon you." But he replied, " 
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one cart, to be conveyed to the place of execution. Seated upon a plank, pla- 
ced in an elevated fituation, appeared the advocate-general, John Defmarets ; 
that venerable magiftrate had patted his feventieth year ; the organ of the lawSj 
honoured and beloved by his fellow-citizens, he had incurred no other reproach 
than that of having rendered innumerable iervices to his country. Far from 
being an accomplice in the diforders which had prevailed in the metropolis, he 
had ever loudly condemned fuch violent proceedings, and had exerted his ut- 
moftelforts to remedy or prevent them. The people, the nobility, even thofe 
who promoted his deflnuftion, were convinced of his innocence. Condemned 
without a trial, he was led to the fcaffbld. He uttered no complaints againffc 
his perfecutors, but pronounced, in a firm voice, thefe words of David, 
"Judge me, O God, and diftinguifh my caufe«from that of the ungodly." When, 
he arrived at the place of execution, he was prefTed to afk pardon of the king, 

mercy to the king, 
I have ferved his 

" great grandfather, king Philip ; his grandfather, king John ; and his father, 
" king Charles ; neither of the three would have afked me to cry mercy ; nor 
a would this, had he attained to the age and knowledge of a man ; to God alone 
" will I apply for mercy." He received the fatal blow with a firmnefs which did 

not belie the integrity of his life. The true caufe of his death was the hatred 
which the dukes of Berry and Burgundy bore him. 

The court began to be afliamed of thefe numerous executions j numbers, 
whom they had marked for definition, were, therefore, tied up in facks, and 
thrown into the Seine, during the night. Some were permitted to pur chafe 
their lives, and the money they raifed amounted to four hundred thoufand livres, 
which was chiefly appropriated to the ufe of the king's uncles, and minifters. 

This, however, only ferved as a prelude to the meafures which thofe princes 
had in contemplation. On the fleps of the palace a throne was erected, on which 
the young monarch took his feat, accompanied by his uncles, the noblemen 
who compofed his court, and the members of his council. A crowd of people 
attended, Peter D'Orgemont, the chancellor, made a violent fpeech, in which 
(addrefling himfelf to the inhabitants) he expatiated on their paft faults, omit- 
ting no cjurcumftance which could render them more deferving of punifhment. 
He next adverted to the executions which had already taken place, and obfer* 
ved that there were more to come, there being a great number of criminals yet 
to punifh. He then turned to the king, and afked him if he had not rightly ex- 
plained his intentions ; Charles anfwered yes, He had no fooner pronounced 
this fatal affirmative, than his uncles fell at his feet, and befought him to have 
pity on his people ; the women of Paris with difhevelled hair and ftreaming 
eyes, enforced the fame petition, while the men proftrated themfelves before 
him, and called aloud for mercy. The king then faid, that he pardoned the 
Parifians, and converted the punifliment of death, which was due to theiy 
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crimes, into a pecuniary fine. This degrading commutation had been imagined 
by thole in power, who, to gratify their own avarice, did not fcruple to expofe 
their fovereign to the deteftation of his fubje£ls. 

The fines were exceflive ; thofe who experienced the moft favourable treat- 
ment were compelled to pay one half of their property. Somewhat lefs than a 
third of thefe immenfe fums was paid into the royal treafury ; the reft was di- 
vided among the nobility. The conftable and the marefchals claimed a part for 
the payment of their troops, whom they engaged to difband, without fuffering 
them to commit any aft of violence or outrage. But they kept the money, and 
left the foldiers to pay themfelves- by depredations on the country through 
which they palled, on their return home. John de Vienne went to. Rouen, where 
the inhabitants experienced the fame treatment as the Parifians. Several other 
towns were fubjefted to fimilar oppreffion. 

As the privileges and authority enjoyed by the magiftrates of Paris had fre- 
quently been rendered fubfervient to the purpofes of faction, it was now refol- 
ved by the government, to abolifh all municipal offices. By the fame edift*, the 
king fuppreffed the office of prbvoft of the merchants, the duties whereof were 
united to thofe of the provoft of Paris. The fpirit of the people was fo hum- 
bled by thefe repeated feveritk&r that all the taxes which had been abolifhed 7 
were now renewed without the fmalleft oppcfition* 

A. D. 1383.] The victory of Rolbec, and the rapid progrefs of the Frendi 
arms, had, at length, opened the eyes of the Engli/h council, who began to 
repent their refufal of affiftance to the inhabitants of Ghent. As the popular 
commotions which had prevailed in that kingdom, immediately after the accef- 
fion of Richard the Second, were now fupprefled ; the parliament, which met 
in the month of February, determined to fend over a body of troops, to co- 
operate with the Flemings, under the command of the bifliop of Norwich, a 
martial prelate, who had fignalifed his courage during the late infurre&ions, 
This politic general found means to intereft religion in his caufe, by procuring, 
the appointment of leader for pope Urban, who had publifhed a crufade againft 
all fuch as acknowledged the authority of his rival. This laft character was of 
great advantage to the bifhop, as it furnifhed him with the means of raifingand 
paying his troops- The military men flew to his. ftandard in order to gain the 
pardon of their fins, which was promifed to all who engaged in this pious enter- 
prife ; even the ladies' of England, who efpoufed the caufe of Urban, contri- 
buted liberally, both in money and jewels, to the expence of the expedition^ 
The bifhop failed for Calais,, with his army, in the month of May, and, after 
'refrefhing his troops,, marched to attack Gravelines, which he took by aflault, 
He next engaged and defeated an army of thirty thoufand French and Flemings, 
under the command of the count of Flanders, near Dunkirk, and made him- 

* Mem, de la Chambre des Comptes, reg, i Knygjiton,. p. 2671 y Walfingham, p. ity* 
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felf matter of that place ; after which he continued his fuccefsful progrefe 
through great part of Flanders, taking Nieuport, and other: places. He next 
laid liege to Ypres, but there his career was flopped. 

On the firft news of this irruption, the king aflembled an army of fixteen. 
thoufand men at arms, befides a numerous infantry. The duke of Brittany 
joined him, in perfon, with two thoufand lances. It was on this occafion that 
*Jlate4etters were firft ufed, which fufpended all aftions commenced againft mi- 
litary men, during the campaign. The arriere-ban having been publifhed, all 
gentlemen and fuch as poffelfed noble fiefs, were obliged to take arms. The king 
exempted from military fervice, feveral officers of the fuperior courts, and, 
among others, ail the magiftrates belonging to the chamber of accompts. Before 
the troops marched, the French miniftry had recourfe to an expedient which had 
never before been adopted ; they contracted with a citizen of Paris, to fupply 
corn for a hundred thoufand men for four months. As foon as the French army 
approached, the Englifh raifed the fiege of Ypres, and retired with precipita- 
tion. One part of them marched to Bourbourg, under the command of fir 
Thomas Trivet, and the remainder retreated with the bifhop of Norwich, to 
Gravelines. The French immediately in vetted Bourbourg, and obliged the 
Englidx to furrender the place, on condition of being allowed to march, with 
their arms, horfes and baggage (including all the Ipoils they had taken in the 
courfe of their incurfions) to Calais*. They then laid fiege to Gravelines; and, 
the bifhop of Norwich, having no profpeft of relief from England, was reduced 
to the neceffity of capitulating ; after which he embarked the fhattered remains 



] The 



by conferences which were 



opened at Lelinghen, between the plenipotentiaries of the two courts. The 
French infilling oil the reftitution of Calais, Cherbourg, and Brett, thefe nego- 
tiations were only productive of a truce, from January the twenty-fixth, 1384, 
to Michaelmast, in which the inhabitants of Ghent were included. But the 
Englifh are faid to have violated the truce, by reducing feveral places in Gui- 
enne, and attacking the marefchal de Sancerre, whom they compelled to re- 
tire from that province?. During the negotiations, died Lewis, count of Flan- 
ders, He was fucceeded by Philip, duke of Burgundy, v/ho, by uniting his 
own appanage to the dominions of his father-in-law, became one of the rhoft: 
powerful princes of Europe. The duke of Berry retired to his government 
of Languedoc, where he foon rendered himfelf odious to the people by his 
tyrannical and oppreffive conduct. The refources of that province proved 
inefficient to fupport his prodigality. At Beziers, the inhabitants flew to 
.arms, but they were foon defeated and difperfed by the troops that were fent 

* Fjoiflard, ], n. c, 142, 145, + Rymer, t. 7. p. 419, 423 ; Froiffard, L ii# c# 147. 
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to oppofe them ; fuch as fell into the hands of the conquerors were executed 

and obedience/was once more reftored by the dread of punifliment. 

Thefe commotions in Languedoc were but the prelude to a more danger- 
ous revolution, with which Auvergne and Poitou were threatened at the fame 
time*. Thefe provinces alfo belonged to the duke of Berry. Aim oft all the 
peafants and farmers forfook their work, and affembled in bodies, with the 
avowed refolution of " delivering the country from the burden of taxes, and 
cc of reftoring its ancient liberty/' Gentlemen, ecclefiaftics, tradefmen, opu- 
lent citizens, all, in fhort, who were exempted from their poverty, were expo- 
fed to their rage. Slaughter and conflagration marked their deftru&ive pro- 
grefs. Thofe who wifhed to efcape their fury were obliged to aflume the drefs 
of a peafant, but feveral who had recourfe to this ftratagem were difcovered; 
for the infurgents examined the hands of all they met, and if they difcovered no 
fymptoms of ruftic labour, they maflacred them, The duke of Berry collected 
all his forces, and marched againft the infurgents, who immediately difperfed; 
but being purfued by the troops a dreadfnl (laughter enfued ; the greater part of 
them either perifhed by the fword, or were thrown into the rivers j while the 
few that efcaped returned to their ufual occupations. 

The military men, being left without employment, by the conclufion of the 
truce, undertook a crufade againft the infidels on the coaft of Africa, The 
duke of Bourbon was at the head of them, accompanied by the count of Har- 
court, the lord of Tremoille, and feveral other knights and noblemen, compo- 
ling a body of eight hundred men at arms* The chriftians landed in Africa, 

and fought fomefew battles ; but, deftitute of provifions, and perpetually har~ 
rafTed by the moors, they were foon compelled to regain their fiiips, and return 
to France, after an abfence of fix weeks. 

The fame year in which this inconflderate expedition to Africa was underta- 
ken, intelligence was received in France of the failure of another enterprife, 
more important in itsobjeft. The duke of Anjou, who, for fometime, had appea- 
red wholly engroffed with the gratification of his avarice, at length prepared 
to execute his projefts of ambition. He left Paris, laden with the fpoils of the 
kingdom. He took the road to Provence, the inhabitants whereof he wifhed to 
fecure in his intereft before he entered Italy. But the people refufed to acknow- 
ledge him for their fovereign till fuch time as he had proved himfelf worthy of that 
title. He was therefore compelled to renounce the title of king of Naples which 
he had imprudently affumed, and content himfelf with that of duke of Calabria, 
and heir to the kingdom of Naples. While he was wafting his time in prepara- 
tory meafures and fruitlefs n,egociations, a rival appeared to difpute that crown 
which he was fo anxious to obtain. Charles di Durazzo, z^-named The Pefr 
ceable 7 haying been called to the throne of Naples, by pope Urban, had marched 
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from Hungary at the head of a powerful army. Befides the fupport of this pon- 
tiff, and the more effectual affiftance of his troops, he had a right of inheritance, 
which the adoption of the queen was incompetent to annihilate. Like her, he 
was defcended from the firft houfe of Anjou, to which the throne of Sicily had 
been given, with an unlimited right of fucceflion, to the lateft pofterity of the 
brother of St. Lewis. Charles entered Italy, and after being crowned at Rome, 
by Urban, advanced towards the territories of which he had juft received the 
inveftiture. As foon as he approached, a part of the kingdom declared in his 
favour ; Naples opened her gates to him ; in vain did Otho of Brunfwick, hu£ 
band to joan, attempt to impede the progrefs of his arms ; he was taken prifon- 
er in a fkirmifh, and his defeat proved the ruin of his party. The queen, who 
had taken refuge in a fortrefs which was deemed impregnable, was fo imprudent 
as to furrender herfelf to the difcretion of her enemy, after having long waited 
in anxious expectation, for the promifed fuccours of her adopted fon, the duke 
of Anjou. The Genoefe fent ambafladors to Naples to effeft ah accommodation 
between Joan and Charles, but the captivity of this princefs deprived her of 
every refource, and left her wholly expofed to the mercy of her conqueror. 

It was the duty of Charles to treat his illuftrious prifoner with refpeft. She 
had taken care of him in his infancy ; flie had adopted him for her fon, in hap- 
pier times ; fhe was his relation and his fovereign. But the dictates of grati- 
tude, juftice and humanity were filenced by the calls of ambition. The unfor- 
tunate princefs was ftrangled in the caftle of Averfa. The profligacy of her 
youth had been expiated by the virtues fhe difplayed in the latter part of her 

life, by the milclnefs of her government, and by the love which fhe bore to her 

fubje&s. 

Clement, the pope, who refided at Avignon, had, in the mean, time, pro- 
nounced, in a full confiftory, a fentence of excommunication againft his compe- 
titor, Urban, and againft Charles di Durazzo ; a fentence which the new duke 
of Calabria promifed to enforce by arms. At Rome, a limilar fentence was 
iffued by Urban, againft Clement and his adherents. The duke embarked at 
Marfeilles, amidft the acclamations of the people, who made the {bores refound 
with the cries of u Long live pope Clement ! — Long live queen Joan ! — Long 
u live the dnke of Calabria \" The count of Geneva, brother to the pope, ac- 
companied the duke ; the count of Savoye, in return for the cellion of Piedmont* 
fupplied him with two thoufand men at arms ; and, by a tresty with Bernardo 
Vifconti, he fecured a pafFage through the duchy of Milan. His army confifted" 
of fixty thoufand of the beft troops in Europe, who were attended by three 
hundred mules, and an infinite number of carts laden with money. 

After paffing the Alps, the duke entered Lombardy, and traverfed with rapi- 
dity the duchies of Parma, Modena, and Tufcany, and the ecclefiaftical terri- 
tories. Had he prefented himfelf before Rome, that city would have opened 
her gates to him j but as he was njore anxious to gain poffeflion of the kingdom 
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of Naples, than to fupport the interefls of Clement, he continued his march. 
When he came to the province of xAbruzzo, he was informed of Joan's death, 
and immediately affuming the title of king of Sicily, was crowned at Aquila. 
Although this invafion had been expected, all the provinces he attacked made 
but little refiftance ; Charles, indeed, had adopted the wife policy of (landing 
wholly on the defenfive, in the hope that this formidable army would foon be 
reduced to the necefllty of quitting the field. 

In faft, the duke, on his entrance into Italy, had loft feveral of his troops in 
fucceflive fkirmiflies, and a part of his money had been feized by the moun- 
taineers. The only means of keeping the troops in his fervice, was by liberal 
donations to their leaders, which foon exhaufted the immenfe treafure he had 
collefted from the fpoils of France, In this emergency he difpatched Craon 
to the duchefs of Anjou, who paid him confiderable fums, but that nobleman 
betrayed the confidence that was repofed in him, and ipent the whole in de- 
bauchery at Venice. This treachery reduced the duke to the laft extremity; 
he had parted with his equipages, his plate, and even his crown, to purchafe 
provifions ; and was at laft obliged to content himfelf with a daily meal of 
barley-bread, procured with difficulty. His cavalry were all difmounted; and 
his troops, reduced by famine and ficknefs, daily periftied without fighting. 
Surrounded by enemies, ftriving in vain againft the intemperance of the cli- 
mate, the inconftancy or perfidy of the inhabitants, and the moft wretched in- 
digence, his difficulties every moment encreafed. Urged by defpair he prefled 
forward to Barletta, where his rival was ftationed, and dared him to battle. 
Charles, however, prudently refufed to engage an enemy whom he could reduce 
without the danger of an aftion ; enraged at his difappointment the duke de- 
camped, and, at fome diftance f 

advantageoufly pofted, he endeavoured to force their entrenchments ; but his 
attack was fuccefsfully repelled, and being wounded in the attempt, he was 
conveyed to the caftle of Bifeglia, near Bari, where he expired. After his death, 
the army difperfed ; and fcarcely a tenth part of the troops returned to France. 
The noblemen and knights, who had engaged in this unfortunate expedition, 
were feen, almoft naked, on the public roads of Italy, with no other defence 
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of Coucy had juft entered Italy with a body of twelve thoufand men ; 
when he heard of the duke's death, he was fo fortunate as to efFeft his retreat 
without oppofition or lofs. Such was the fuccefs of - the ambitious projefts of 
the duke of Anjou ; to fupport which the kingdom had been drained of its 
wealth. But unfortunately the calamities which refulted to the nation from this 
enterprife did not terminate with the life of that prince ; it was productive of 
future difgrace and misfortunes, which, in the courfe of this hiftory, will fre- 



it necefTary to advert to its origin. The faithl 

had the audacity to appear at court in a moft 
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The duke of Berry, feeing him enter the council-chamber, could not vreftrain 
his indignation — " Ah, falfe and difloyal traitor!" exclaimed the prince, in a 
tranfport of rage, " you were the caufe of my brother's death ; let him be 
« feized, and led to punifhment." No one appearing to execute this order, Craon 
retired with precipitation : he was afterwards fentenced to pay a hundred thou- 
fand livres to the duchefs of Anjou; a punifhment greatly inadequate to his 

crime. * . 

At the time when intelligence of the duke of Anjou's death was received in 

France, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy were engaged in a conference with 
the duke of Lancafter, at Boulogne. But this conference, at which plenipo- 
tentiaries from the kings of Caftile and Scotland aflifted, proved as inefficacious 
as the laft ; it terminated in a prolongation of the truce, till the nrft of May, 1385*. 

As the treafury had been exhaufted to gratify the avarice, or fupport the 
ambition of the duke of Anjou ? the government determining to recruit it, had 
recourfe to the deftruftive means of a new coinage, preceded by a proscrip- 
tion of the old t This profcription was fo rigoroufly enforced, that a total 
ftop was put to commerce, all payments were fufpended, and a general mur- 
Tuur of indignation was heard throughout the kingdom- It then became necet- 
fary tacitly to acknowledge the error they had committed, by renewing the cir- 
culation of the ancient coin. The value of filver experienced fever al varia- 
tions in the courfe of this yeVi which tended to augment the price of this metal, 
one fixth. The objefl: of this augmentation which was enforced by government, 
was to favour the new coin, which was much lefs pure than the old ; thus feek- 
ing to remedy one abufe by the eftabliihment of another, equally prejudicial to 
the fortunes of individuals, and the confidence of the public* The duke of 
Burgundy tried a fimilar expedient in Flanders, but with no better fuccefs. The 
commercial intercourfe which fubfifted between the Flemings and Englifh, ren- 
dered the confent of the latter neceffary before any alteration in the coin could 
take place. Thus, when the duke neglefted this precaution, the hew coinage 
no fooner made its appearance, than it was profcribed by the Englifh miniftry. 

The court of England had particular reafons for wilhing to thwart all the 
fchemes of the duke of Burgundy. The marriage of the count of Nevers, 
fon to the duke, with Margaret of Hainault, had juftbeen concluded. The 
duke of Lancafter, who had expefted to procure the hand of this princefs for 
his fon, fent ambalTadors to the count of Hainault, to know whether it was true 
that he had promifed his daughter to the count of Nevers. The count, very 
properly, replied, that if the duke was about to marry his own children, he 
fhould not prefume to interfere, and therefore he had no right to enquire into 
the affairs of his family, nor to afk when, or to whom, he meant to marry his 
daughter/- The nuptials were celebrated with great magnificence at Cambray, 
' .A. D. 1385.] While the court Vefided at Cambray, meafures were taken by 

the miniftry for procuring a fuitable alliance for the king himfelf, who had 
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juft entered his feventeenth year. It was fome time before they could fix their 
choice, which, at length, fell upon Ifabella, daughter to Stephen, duke of Bava- 
ria, a princefs of fourteen, who was efteemed one of the greateft beauties of 
the age. The princefs was taken to France, under the pretext of performing 
a pilgrimage. Amiens was the place appointed for the interview. As foon as 
Ifabella appeared, her charms excited fuch powerful emotions in the bofom of 
the king, that he aflurecl the duke of Burgundy, he could not Jleep till he had 
married her. The duke informed the duchefs of Brabant; and the other ladies, 
who had accompanied the princefs, of the monarch's impatience, adding, " To- 
morrow we will find a remedy for his diforder" Next day the young couple 
received the nuptial benediction at the cathedral of Amiens ; when Ifabella, 
with the crown upon her head, was conducted to the church in a covered wag- 
gon, richly decorated. 

The rejoicings occafioned by the marriage of the king, were interrupted by 
the news of an advantage obtained in Flanders by the inhabitants of Ghent*. 
Francis Attremen, one of their leaders, had left the town, at the head of feven 
thoufand men, with a refolution to achieve fome enterprife of importance. 
While he was meditating on the means of accomplifhing his defigns, he received 
intelligence from his fpies, that the governor of Dam, had imprudently left 
that town, relying for its defence on the valour and vigilance of the inhabitants* 
Attremen immediately refolved to take advantage of his abfence, and marching 
to Dam, he efcaladed the walls in the night, and tookpoffeffion of the place while 
the inhabitants were in their beds. Befides the property belonging to the town 
which was confiderable, he found immenfe riches belonging to the principal citi- 
zens of Bruges, who, dreading an infurreftion of the populace, had brought 
them to Dam, as to a place of fafety. Attremen conduced himfelf, on this occa- 
lion, with a generofity that did him honour. In the midft of thefe tumults and 
horrors, which inevitably occur where a town is taken by aflault, he ordered 
the women to be refpe&ed. To this precaution were feveral ladies of diftinc- 
tion, who had repaired to Dam, according to the cnftom of the times, to attend 
the governor's wife in her lying-in, indebted for the prefervation of their lives 

mid honour. 

About this time ambafTadors arrived at Paris, from the nobles of Hunga- 
ry, to propofe the marriage of the daughter of their late king with the young 
count of Valois, The propofal being accepted, 



who married 



John 



the envoys, " laid himfelf down on the bed, by the fide of the princefs," and re- 
turned with the marriage-cont raft properly authenticated^ Soon after, Charles 

the Peaceable entered Hungary, and fei^ed the crown, but being affaflinated at 
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a feftival, it returned to the lawful heir, the princefs Mary, whom the Hun-* 

garians, from the vigour of her mind, diftinguiflied by the appellatiou of king 
Mary. Towards the conclufion of this year the count of Valois prepared to 
join his intended bride ; but jufl as he had taken leave of his brother, he was 
prevented from purfuing his journey, by the news that Sigifmond, fecond fon 
to the emperor, Charles the Fourth, had entered Hungary with a powerful ar- 
my, and compelled the queen to give him her hand. The count therefore was 
deprived of all hopes of a crown, and was compelled to refign the title of king 
of Hungary, which he had prematurely aflumed. 

As all attempts to eftablifli a folid peace between the rival powers of France 
and England had proved fruitlefs, a vigorous renewal of hoftilities was refolved 
on by the former. The duke of Burgundy propofed, in the council, to make 
defcent upon England $ and, as the fcheme was highly pleafing to the martial 
difpofition of Charles, his propofal was inftantly adopted, and the neceffary 
preparationsvwere ordered to be made. The general rendezvous of the troops 
was appointed in Artois, while a prodigious fleet was collected in the harbour 
of Sluys« To defray the expence of this armament, recourfe was had to loans 
from the people and clergy; for the repayment of the fums thus borrowed the. 
king's word was pledged*. A lift of the opulent citizens, and an account of the 
fums which each of them were able to advance, were prefented to the council, 
and by them delivered to the peribn who was intruded with the colle&ion of 
the loans. A term was then fixed for the repayment of the money, but without 
intereft. At the fame time, all the taxes were doubled, and levied with the utmoft 
rigour. During tjjefe preparations, the Scots having made application to the 
court for affiftance, Jphn de Vienne, the admiral, was fent with fifteen hundred 
men at arms to fupport them in their incurfions on the Englifti territories. 

The Englifti, apprifed of the intentions of the French court, were kept in a 
ftate of continual alarm, and their preparations for defence were, of courfe 
adequate to the magnitude of their apprehenfions : but the divifions which pre-^ 
vailedin the French councils refcued them from the impending danger, Thetroops 
were affembled, and on the point of embarking, when an incident, which ought to 
have haftened the execution of the enterprife, was employed as a pretext for laying 
it afide. Francis Attremen, who had reduced the town of Dam, conceived the bold 

defign of burning the French fleet, in the harbour of Slays ; and, with a view to 
forward his plan, he had engaged fome of the inhabitants of Sluys in his intereft, 
who promifed to admit him into the place ; but the plot was difcovered, and his 
accomplices were feized and executed. The duke of Burgundy, who wiftied 
to employ the troops in the reduction of Flanders, urged this as a fuificienU 
reafon for deferring the expedition till the enfuing fegfon, The king accords 

ingjy formed the fiege of Dam, which, after a vigorous refiftance, was taken by 
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^flault, pillaged, and reduced to afhes. The troops then extended their in cur- 
lions to the very gates of Ghent, laying wafte the country with fire and fword. 
The prifoners that were taken were mafTacrecWn cool blood. 
, As foon as the campaign was finifhed, the king difinifledT his troops and 
returned to Paris. Before he left Flanders, the duke of Burgundy had obtained 
from him the fovereignty of the town of Sluys. He farther fought to profit by 
the terror with which the French arms had ihipired the inhabitants of Flanders, 
for whofe reduction he threatened to employ more powerful efforts, at the com- 
mencement of the enfuing campaign. The citizens of Ghent were exhaufted 
by the expences of the war, which fell entirely upon themfelves. The Eng- 
lifh, contented with a&ing on the defenflve, appeared to be wholly occupied in 
making provifion for their own fafety. The duke of Lancafter, intent on avert- 
ing his claims to the throne of Caftile, was preparing to embark for Portugal ; 
and, in fhort, the interefts of either kingdom feem to have been facrificed to the 
private views of thofe who were entrufted with the reins of government. 

All the Flemini towns were anxious to put an end to the war, which tended 
to ruin their commerce ; and feveral of them fent deputies to the king to requeft 
that he would effeft an accommodation. Even the citizens of Ghent began to 
be aware that, without foreign afliftance, they would be unable to refift the 
•united forces of their fovereign, and his nephew, the king of France ; and that, 
confequently, their ruin xnuft be inevitable, unlcfs averted by a treaty*. The 

duke of Burgundy was equally defirous of puttings a ftop to the defolation of an 
opulent province, which had become the patrimony of his houfe. When both 
parties were thus favourably difpofed, conferences were opened at Tournay, at 

which the duke and duchefs of Burgundy aflifted in perfon. Peace was foon 
concluded ; the citizens of Ghent fubmitted to the duke, and that prince had, 
at length, the fatisfaftion of being acknowledged for count of Flanders by all the 
towns in his dominions. The citizens of Ghent renounced the alliance they had 
contra&ed with the Englifh, and took the oath of allegiance to their fovereignst. 
When the duke of Burgundy found that tranquillity was re-eftabliflied in his 
new dominions, he thought he fliould meet with no difficulty in perfuading his 
fubje&s to renounce pope Urban, and acknowledge his rival Clement; but he 
was miflaken, the Flemings had fixed their choice, and were neither to be mo- 
ved by threats nor entreaties. Indeed, the fhameful exatfions of Clement daily 
augmented the number of his enemies. In France, the people were loud in 
their complaints of the pontiff and his partifans ; and the evils encreafed fo 
rapidly, that the interference of government became neceffary to avert their 
effefts. 

For almoft nine years had Clement exafted a tenth of all the ecclefiaftical 
revenues in the kingdom j but even the immenfe fums that were collected by 

* Chron. de St. Denis. Anon. t Regift. des anciennes Ordonnances du Parlement, fol. toj> 
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this means proved infufficient to gratify his avidity. The rapacious ingenuity 
of his minifters was exerted in the invention of new taxes, in the creation of 
unknown rights*. Difdaining all fiibaltern means of extortion, Clement impofed 
a general import upon all ecclefiaftical benefices. The abbot of St. Nicaife was 
appointed to levy this tax. Threats, feizures, cenfures, and excommunications 
were all employed. The provinces were over-run with the collectors of the 
apoftolical chamber. The holders of benefices, in order to raife the fum required, 
were frequently obliged to fell the books, the facred vafes, and the ornaments 
of the churches : the collectors even conftrained them to unroof the churches, 
that the tiles and other materials might be expofed to fale. For giving greater 
authority to their exactions, they had obtained letters from the king, the dange- 
rous abufe whereof the council had not forefeen. Their eyes, however, were at 
length, opened by the general complaints of the people, which induced the king 
to revoke the permiffion he had granted, to diftrain the goods of the clergy, iu 
confequence of a&ions commenced againft them by the collectors and fub-coU 
leftors of the pope. This revocation was foon followed by a fecond ordon- 
nance, providing for the fecurity of ecclefiaftical property, the fupport and 
repairs of churches, and the validity and execution of wills made by abbots and 
prelates, againft the purfuits of the agents employed by the pope and cardinals. 
The abbot of St. Nicaife, was ordered to quit the kingdom in three days. Ar- 
naud de Corbie, firft prefident of the parliament, was fent to Avignon, to ap- 
prifethe pope of thefe regulations. Clement acknowledged the juftice of them, 
and promifed to conform to the intentions of the king and his council. The 
univerfity of Paris had been chiefly inftrumental in perfuading the council to 
reprefs the depredations of the court of Avignon. 

A. D. 1386.] Though the people were burdened with taxes, the king de- 
termined to renew his preparations for an invafion of England. The port of 
Sluys was again fixed on as the general rendezvous of the fleet and army. Fif- 
teen hundred veflels were accordingly collected, deftined for the embarkation 
of a hundred thoufand men, to be headed by the king in perfon, accompanied 
by the princes of the blood, and all the nobility of the kingdom. The expence 
of the fleet amounted to three millions of livres. Independent of the (hips col- 
lected by the king, many of which had been purchafed in the ports of Holland 
and Zealand ; the conftable de Cliflbn had equipped feventy-two fail at his own 
expence. He had alfo caufed a Angular edifice to be conftruCted of prodigious 
magnitude : this was a town of wood, three thoufand paces in diameter, forti- 
fied with towers and entrenchments, and capable of containing a whole army. 
It was intended to ferve as a fecure retreat for the troops after they had landed 
in England j and was fo conftruCted that the different parts of it might be united 
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in a very fhort fpace of time. It wias embarked on board a fecond fleet, which 
the conftable had prepared for the purpofe in the ports of Brittany. The French 
regarded the conqueft of England as a matter of certainty. 

It is extraordinary, that while the Englifh were expofed to fuch danger, the 
duke of Lancafter fhould leave the kingdom with twenty thoufand of the beft 
troops it contained* That prince failed from Portfmouth in the month of May, 
in order to join the Portugueze, who were at war with the Caftilians ; and ha- 
ving, in his pafTage, raifed the liege of Breft, which was befieged by the duke 
of Brittany, he arrived at Corunna in the month of Augufh 

The troops in the mean time repaired to Sluys, and its environs, from all 
parts of France. The diforders they committed on their march, are thus de- 
scribed by FroifTard, who was then on the fpot* " The poor farmers, who 
* c had got in their corn, were only fufFered to keep the ftraw for their labour; 
<c if they ventured to remonflrate on the violence they fuftained, they wereei- 
<c thef beaten or killed ; the fifh-ponds were let dry; and the houfes pulled 
* c down to fupply the foldiers with fuel : had the Englifh entered France, they 
cc could not have made greater deftruftion than the French troops. After rob- 
bing people of their property, they faid — We have no money* now 5 but we 



fhall have plenty on our return, and then we will pay you !'* 
At length the king arrived at Sluys, attended by a fplendid train of nobles. 
His prefence encreafed the ardour of the men ; in a fhort time every thing wai 
xeady for the embarkation 5 and the troops only waited the arrival of the (Juke 
of Berry and the fleet from Brittany. The conftable had fet fail, but meeting 
with a ftorm in the channel, his ftiips were dilperfed, and many of them were 
•wrecked on the Englifli coaft ; among thefe were feveral which had part of his 

wooden town on board* Cliflbn, after the ftorm was over, collected the (batter- 
ed remains of his fleet, and dire&ed his couffe to Sluys, where they haftened 
to repair the damages it had fuftained. The king impatient to embark, daily 
fent meflengers to the duke of Berry to.haften his departure, but the anfwers 
lie received were evafive. In the mean time the feafon was far advanced ; the 
troops had confumed the provifions and forage ; the furrounding country was 
laid wafte by their excurfions ; a fear city prevailed ; and, fuch was the dread- 
ful depredations which had taken place in the finances, the troops were not paid ; 
of two months' pay that were due to them, they could with difficulty obtain 
one week',s. Yet hadimmenfe fums been levied on the people: fo oppreflive, 
indeed) were the burdens impofed on them, that no man paid lefs than one-fourth 
of his income ; and many, from inability to fatisfy the demands of the collec- 
tor,' were compelled to quit their habitations, and abandon their property to his 
difcretion. 

The duke of Berry did not arrive at Sluys till the feafon was too far advan- 
ced for engaging in an expedition of fuch importance. A council was held ; 

at which it was determined to defer the invafion of England till the following 
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year : and 'the troops were accordingly difmifled. A great part of the fleet 
was deftroyed by a ftorm. The court returned to Paris, to form new plans 
for the enfuing campaign. Towards the end of this year, Charles the Bad, 
king of Navarre, finiflied a life, which had exhibited one continued feries of 
criminal a£Honfc* He had juft ordered a contribution of two hundred thoufand 
.florins to be levied on his fubje&s ; and deputies from the principal towns of 
Navarre had waited on him to procure the fuppreffion or diminution of this im- 
port ; enraged at their prefumpt ion, Charles is faid to have harboured the defign 

of putting them to death** Soon after the death of the king of Navarre, 
Charles inftituted a fait againft him, with the view to the confifcation of his pof- 
feffions in Normandy . He was fummoned to appear in court, as if he had been 
dive, and the fame forms were obferved as if the party accufed had been pre- 
fent. Sentence was pronounced againft the dead culprit, and it remained with 
Charles to enforce it when he fhould think proper* 

. A. D. 1387*1 Notwithftanding the ill fuccefs of the two laft armaments, the 
^ourt were ftill determined to render England the theatre of war ; preparations 
were, for the third time, ordered to be made. The management of the expe- 
dition was entrufted to Clifton ; and the admiral, the count of Saint Paul, and 
the lord of Coucy, aflembled troops and veflels, in the ports of Normandy, to 
join the forces which the conftable was colledting in Brittany. The quarrel in 
England, at this period, between the king and .parliament, feemed to -afford 
flattering hopes of fuccefs to Charles. But his projects were again thwarted by 
an unforefeen obftacle* 

The dake of Brittany had, for the fecond time, formed the flege of Breft, 
\vhich_the Englifh again compelled him to raifer. But his eagernefs to obtain 
poffeflion of this place, could not remove the fufpicions of the people, who made 
no fcruple to affirm, that he was fccretly attached to the Englifh ; their fufpicions 
acquired frefh farce from an incident that occurred at this time. Of the two 
fons of Charles of Blors, who had fo long been kept prifoners in England, the 
youngeft had recently died ; while John, the eldeft, hoped, in vain, to procure 
his liberty by the interpofition of his* family, or the r generofity of the enemy-. 
By the laft treaty of Guerrande, the duke of Brittany had engaged to obtain 
the liberation of thefe princes, but when prefied to perform his engagement, 
he replied that he could afford them no farther afliftance than his recommenda- 
tion. But when John of Blois began to think himfelf doomed to perpetual cap- 
tivity, ambition came to his relief. The conftable caft his eyes on this prince 
as a hufband for the youngeft of his two daughters, the eldeft being already 
married to the vifcount ot Rohan* This alliance being accepted by John of 
Blois, Cliflbn applied to the duke of Ireland, the favourite of Richard, who ob- 
tained from his fovereign the diipofal of the prifoner. The conftable agreed to 

* Villa re& + Hift. de Breta^ne. 
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pay the duke for his ranfbm one hundred and twenty thou fan d livres, half of 
which fum was to be advanced immediately, and the remainder as foon as the 
prince fhould arrive at Boulogne. When this negociation was communicated 



to the duke of Brittany, it revived his animofity againft the conftable ; but he 
concealed his refentment the more effectually to fecure its gratification. 

The duke, for the accomplifliment of his projeft, convened the ftates at Van- 
nes, where the nobility of the province attended. He carried his diffimulation 
fo far, as to be prefent at a feaft given by Cliflbn. As he knew that the confta- 
ble was about to leave the place, to forward preparations for the invafiou of 
England, he entered into converfation with him on the fubjeft of the expedition 
and invited him to vifit the caftle of PHermine. Cliflbn accepted the invitation • 
and, when arrived at the caftle, the duke conduced him to the principal 
tower, requefting his opinion of it ; he made fome difficulty in afcending the 



Montfort told him 



the lord of Laval. The 



j * — 

perceiving that the door was fhut upon him, when feveral men ruflied out, load- 
ed him with irons, and conveyed him to a dungeon. The place in which they 
confined him was fo cold, that he was almoft frozen, though it was in the midft 
of fummer ; and, but for the compaffion of a poor efquire, who threw his robe 



muft probably have perifhed. The 



moment 



was 



Beaumanoir 



the mean time, afked for the conftable ; " Do you wifti to experience the fame 
* c fate ?" faid the duke, and that noblemen replying in the affirmative, he drew 

his dagger, and exclaimed, in a tranfport of rage, u Since you wifli it, I'll put 
cc out one of your eyes, and then you'll be like him V 9 He was deterred from 
executing his threat ; but Beaumanoir was feized, and conducted to the tower. 

Laval in vain had recourfe to prayers and remonftrances, to awake the duke 
to a fenfe of honour. As foon as he had left him, Montfort called the governor 
of the caftle, John de Bavalan, and ordered him to enclofe the conftable in a 
fack, and, in the night, to throw him into the fea. This officer threw himfelf 
at the feet of his matter, and entreated him to forego a defign fo pregnant with 
difhonour ; the duke was refolute ; he told the governor that he had received 
his orders, and that his head fhould pay the forfeit of his difobedience. 

In the middle of the night the duke awoke ; and began to refleft on his con- 
duft ; he deplored his error, and lamented the impoffibility of repairing it. The 
entrance of Bavalan into his chamber, at the dawn of day, with the news that 
his orders had been executed, converted his forrow into defpair. He flint hiffl- 
felf up in his apartment, ordered that no one fhould be admitted to his prefence 
$nd refufed all fuftenance; Bavalan was reproached for having executed the com- 
mands impofed on him, but he pleaded the precifion of the duke's orders, as an 

c^ciile fpr obeying them* At night, however, he again entered Montfort s 



1387-] CHARLES THE SIXTH. 239 

apartment, and relieved him from his diftrefs, by an aflurance that Cliilbn was 
ftill alive. The duke was unable to contain the tranfports of joy and gratitude 
with which his bofom was agitated. He feized the knight in his arms, extolled 
his fidelity, and called him the guardian of his honour. 

The duke, however, refufed to releafe the conftable, till he had engaged to pur- 
chafe his liberty by the payment of one hundred thoufand livres, and the fur- 
render of four fortified places in his pofTeffion. But the moment ClifTon was 
releafed, he haftened to Paris, where he threw himfelf at the king's feet and de- 
manded juftice for the violence he had fuftained ; while the noblemen attached 
to his fervice, retook the places which he had been compelled to cede. The 
king was enraged at the affront offered to the firft officer of the crown ; and his 
indignation was encreafed when he refle&ed that, by this means, his projedl of 
a defcent upon England had, for the third time, been rendered abortive. Charles 
refolved to make the duke of Brittany feel the weight of his refentment, but 
the dukes of Berry and Burgundy induced him to forego his defign. 

Charles refolved to procure fome fatisfa&ion for the affront offered to his 

favourite, and with that view difpatched ambaffadors to the court of Brittany. 

The duke, in the mean time, had ftrengthened the fortifications of his principal 

towns and fortreffes, and had perfuaded feveral of the former to receive Englifh 

garrifons. The earl of Arundel, with an Englifh fleet, was cruifing off the 

coaft of Brittany ; and by pufliing Montfort to extremities there was reafbn to 

apprehend that he would open his ports to the public enemy. The new king of 
Navarre, whofe fitter the duke had lately eipoufed, might, it was feared, take 

advantage of this conjuncture, to affert his claim to his father's pofTeffions in 
Normandy. The duke of Brittany was aware of thefe motives of forbearance, 
and, therefore, refufed to give any fatisfa&ory anfwer to the French ambaffa- 
dors. At length by the perfuafions of the lord of Montbourcher, he repaired 
to the French court, where he engaged to repay, by inftalments, the money 
extorted from Cliffon.. 

Charles was now at leifure to fatisfy his refentment againfl the duke of Guel- 
dres, one of the vaffals whofe military fervices Charles the Wife had purchafed, 
towards the conclufion of his reign. This prince, having received more advan- 
tageous offers from the Englifh court, had withdrawn his homage, and fent a 
formal defiance to the king*. The neceffary preparations being completed, 
Charles placed himfelf at the head of his troops ; but as he was about to enter 
the imperial territories, it was neceffary to fend ambaffadors to Winceflaus, to ', 
explain the motives of his conduft and the object of his expedition. The em- 
peror replied, that he was acquainted with the intentions of his coufin, the king 
of France, but he could not conceive it neceffary that fo powerful a monarch 
fhould affemble all his forces, and incur fo great an expence, for an enterprife of 

* Trcfor des Chartres j. Da Tillet ; Froiffard. ■ - . 
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fuch little importance; he added, that had he been fooner apprifed of the cir- 
cumftarice, he would have faved the king the trouble of fo long a journey, by 
compelling the duke of Gueldres to liften to reafon. The amballadors returned 
thanks to the emperor, and afTured him that the king of France, when his. 
honour was concerned, neither regarded trouble nor expence. When the am- 
baffadors returned with this anfwer, the army were already on their march; ap- 
plication had been made to the duchefs of Brabant to allow them topafs through 
her territories.; but, although her iubje&s were at war with the duke of Guel- 
dres, the nobility requefled ihe would defire the king to take another road, as 
they were not lefs afraid of the troops of their allies, than of thofe of their 
enemies. It became neceflary to take a circuit; and the army, having traverled 
Champagne, the Ardennes, and Luxembourg, preceded by three thoufand work« 
men, who were employed in levelling the roads, arrived on the frontiers of Ju- 
Hers, after a long and toilfome march. The duke of Juliers, whole territories 
lay open to the depredations of the troops, threw himfelf at the king's feet, and 
befought him to pardon his fon. He experienced a favourable reception from 
Charles, whofe troops extended their incurfions into the duchy of Gueldres,. 
The duke of Gueldres then fued for peace, and obtained it*, on condition that 
he fhould fubmit his difpute with the duchefs of Brabant to the decifion of the- 
king; that if, in future, he fliould find occafion to fend a defiance, it fhould be 
couched in terms, of greater politenefs than the laft, and preceded by a warning 
given a year before* 

To fupport thefe extraordinary expences, recourfe was had to the nfual 
means of raifmg money in thofe ages. Confiderable funis were exafted from 
the Jews, either for the new privileges they obtained, or for the renewal of 
fuch as. they had before enjoyed. Among the infinite number 0 f conceflionst, 
all contrary to exifting laws, that were now granted to this people, one of the 
moft fmgular, was theperriuffion to exa£t from their debtors compound intereft< 

The authority enjoyed by the dukes of Berry and Burgundy had long excited 
the jealoufy of the : courtiers ; and, on the violence offered to. the conftable by 
the duke of Brittany, that jealoufy had manifefted itfelf in a peculiar manpei\. 
The expedition of Gueldres had fufpended the effe&s of this mifunderftanding; 
but thofe who wifhed to deprive the princes of any fliare in the government, 
had not ceafed to inftil into the mind of the king, fufpicions of their fidelity, 
which their condutt was calculated to confirm. Charles now began to regard 
his uncles as troublefome tutors, to whofe authority he was refolved no longer 
to fubmit. He had attained to an age impatient of reftraint ; and nothing could 

pleafe him better than to take the government into his own hands. On his 
return from Gueldres, he convened an afTembly at Rheims, which wa$ attendee 
by the princes of the blood, many of the nobility and dignified clergy, and by 
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all the members of the council. It was here fubmitted to the aflembly, whether 
it was not time for the king to reign alone, as his underftanding appeared to be 
fully developed ; and as he faw his uncles, and their agents, more intent on their 
own private intereft, than on the promotion of the public good ? The dukes of 
Burgundyand Berry were prefent while the queftion was difcufied. 
cellor called upon. the cardinal de Laon for his opinion. That prelate declined 
{peaking firft; but, the king infifting, he was forced to obey. After obferving 
that the king was old enough to fway the fceptre, fince he had completed his 
twentieth year, he faid, that the good of the ftate required that he fhould im- 
mediately take the government into his own hands* to remove all caufe for 
envy and difcontent between the nobles of the realms \yhence great incon- 
veniences had arifen, and ftill greater might be reafonably expected. . The car- 
dinal, who at firft had feemed fearful of entering into an open, explanation of his 
fentiments, grew bolder, as he advanced in his fpeech, and expatiated largely on 
the abufes which had crept into the government. Although the two princes 
were greatly diflatisfied with the conduit of their nephew, they did not venture 
to exprefs their difcontent at his refolution. - 

Some days after the. diflblution of this aflembly, the cardinal de Laon fell 
dangeroufly ill ; and, from the fymptoms of his diforder, he was convinced that 
fome fecret enemy had haftened the period of his exiftence. He died, with fen- 
timents truly chriftian ;, his laft breath fpoke the language of forgivenefs, and he 
earneftly rcquefted that no attempt might be made to difcover the author of his 
' deaths. The king was extremely affiifted at his lofs : he ordered the body to be 

opened, and the difcovery of poilbn, then reduced to a certainty, what before 

was but doubt. The prela 
the punifhment of the atrocious deed was left to the fevereft of all judges, a 

guilty confeience. 
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] The 
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fpeftive appanages, while the king entered on the duties of his ftation. He found 
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appearance 
few Jewels 



The 



his uncles difplayed a degree of pomp that eclipfed the liiflre of the throne. : 
A total change took: place at court ; where thofe who had been conne&ed 
with the princes were difmifled, and replaced by the creatures of the new mi- 
niftry. The government was entrufted to Le Begue de Vilaines \ the lord of la 
Riviere; John de Mercier, lord of Noviant; and Jotnv de Montagu: thefenor.; 
blemen were fupported by the credit and authority of the cpnftable. The duke 
of Bourbon ftill prefer ved, with the king and council, that influence an.d power*- 
to the pofleliion of which he had every claim that iUuftrious birth, 
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mity of mind, and unfhaken integrity could confer. Charles, when he difmiffecf 
his paternal uncles, particularly requefted that this prince would continue to 
afllft him with his advice. His virtues were known to every one ; he loved the 
king for himfelf; and all his views were direfted to the good of the ftate. He 
ivas equally efteemed by the fovereign, the nobility, and the people, and con- 
temporary writers unite in giving him the beft of characters. 

The people flattered themfelves that their new governors would fignalife the 

commencement of their adminiftration by diminiflring the weight of imports*: 
but the only relief which they obtained was a repeal of the additional tax, which 
had been levied for defraying the expences of the war. All the other taxes and 
fubfidies continued to be levied as before. Six generals of the finances were ap- 
pointed, who conftituted the court of aids, which regulated all matters of finance, 
and took cognizance of all caufes relating to the public revenue. A new coun- 
cil of ft ate was formed at the fame time, confifting of the conftable, the two 
marefchals, and nine other members. 

After enforcing fome regulations for promoting cleanlinefs in the metropolis, 
and for reducing the number of judges in parliament, the miniftry applied them- 
felves to the conclufion of a peace with England.- and, though no immediate 
accommodation was the refult of their negociations, a tacit fulpenfion of hofti- 
lities took place till the following year, when a truce was figned, for three years, 
in which all the allies of both crowns were includedt. 

The marriage of the duke of Touraine with Valentina of Milan, daughter to 
Galeazzo Vifconti by Ifabella of France, fifter to Charles the Wife, was cele- 
brated about this time at Melun, in prefence of the king and his whole court* 
The rejoicings lafted feveral days.. Befides the county of Aft, and an eftate of 
thirty thoufand liyres per annum, the princefs of Milan brought her hufband a 
confiderable fum of money, amounting, according to FroifTard, to more than a 
million of livres, equal, in value, to four hundred thoufand pounds fterling of 
our prefent money, and, in effects, to upwards of two millions. A part of this 
money was employed in the purchafe of eftates,. which produced a confiderable 
augmentation of the prince's appanage.. 

The next fubje& of rejoicing which occurred, was the queen's public entry 
Into Paris, which had been deferred till the prefent year. The king, wilhing 
to be prefent (incognito) at the proceffion, mounted behind one of his courtiers; 
they both paraded the ftreets in difguife, and were- beaten by the ferjeants, 
who were ftationed to keep off the mob ; an incident which amufed Charles- 
Next day the queen was crowned in the chapel belonging. to the palace. The 
prefents made, on this occafion, by the citizens of Paris to the queen, were car- 
ried to her apartment by two men, one of whom was difguifed as a bear, ant*. 

* Cour des Aydes^ Recueil des Ordonnances ; Regiftres de la Cbuv des Aydcs ; TrSfor des Chattres*. 
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the other as an unicorn. The plate prefented to the duchefs of Touraine, on 
her marriage, was like wife carried by two men, with their faces blacked, and 
drefled like Moors. Thefe prefents coft the city fixty thoufand crowns of gold. 
The Parifians had flattered themfelves with the hopes that this teftimony of their 
zeal would be the means of affefting fome diminution of the taxes ; but, on the 
departure of the court, their hopes all vanilhed. The duty pn fait was encrea- 
fed ; and an alteration of the coin gave them frefti fubjeft of difcontent. Pea-* 
pie were forbidden to receive the old coin under pain of death ; and, as this 
prohibition extended to every fpecies of money, it produced the greateft incon- 
venience to the public. As the kingdom was now at peace, the truce with En- 
gland being concluded, there could be no excufe for fuch oppreflTive exa&ions. 

About this time the king undertook a journey to Avignon, to confer with Cle- 
ment, who exhorted him to profit by the troubles which prevailed in Italy, to fe- 

cure to Lewis of Anjou the crown of Naples. The pontiff received the king 
with the honours due to his rank, and was prodigal in fuch favours as were beft 
fitted to pleafe Charles and his court. Among other proofs of liberality, he gran- 
ted him the difpofal of four bifliopricks and leven hundred and fifty benefices. 
Two days after the arrival of the court, Lewis of Anjou received the crown of 
Naples and Sicily from the hands of hisholinefs. 

While the king was at Avignon, intelligence arrived of the death of Urban 
competitor of Clement. It was at firft hoped that his death would put an end to 
the ichifm in the church ; but thofe hopes vaniftied. The prelates who had been 
attached to the pontiff of Home filled the pontifical chair. The conclave, com- 



pofed of fourteen cardinals, elefted Boniface the Ninths. 

When Charles left Avignon he repaired to Beziers. The inhabitants of Lan- 
uedoc, oppreffed by the government of the duke of Berry, carried their com- 
plaints to the throne. A Bernardine monk, had undertaken to reprefent to the 
king the deplorable flate of the province. The people experienced every fpe- 
cies ofoppreflion. The towns and villages were equally expofed to exa&ions 
the moll unjuft : impofitions innumerable had been levied on them, and repeated 
five or fix times in one year. When unable to pay, their goods werefeized, 
their perfons arretted, and the fmallefl refiftance experienced rigorous puniflh- 
ment. Such were thefe depredations, that upwards of forty thoufand families 
were compelled to abandon their country and take refuge in Arragon, or fome 
of the neighbouring provinces ; this abufe of power converted one of the finefl: 

countries in France almoft into a defart. 

Betizac'the chief minifler of the duke of Berry, had acquired an abfolute as- 
cendancy over the mind of his mafter. He had a fertility of invention, in expe- 
dients pregnant with deftru&ion. In other refpefts, his ignorance was extreme, 

md could only be exceeded by his vices. The king, moved by the reprefenta- 

# Hift.Ecdcfiaft.lib.98. 
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tions of the monk, which were made in prefence of the duke of Berry, promifed 
to remedy the evils of which the province complained. The duke imagined 
that this promife would foon be forgotten, and that the king would be contented 
with the orders which he fent to his minifter to moderate the taxes in Languedoc. 
But the refolution was taken not only to deprive him of the government, but to 
inflift exemplary punifhment on fuch of his minifters as had made improper ufe 
of authority. Molt of the duke's officers were difmifled. Betizac was thrown 
into prifon, and preparations were made for his trial that foon caufed him to 
tremble for his life, Commiffioners were appointed to examine him, who afked 
him by what means he had amafled the immenfe treafures found in his pofTeffion I 
To which he replied, " My lord of Berry wifhes his fervants to bench/' This 
defence was rejected as unfatisfa&ory ; but the proceedings of the commiffion- 
ers were flopped by the arrival of two knights, with letters from the duke of 
Berry, who acknowledged that Betizac, in his adminiftration, had done nothing 
without his exprefs orders. Such a juftification ought to have procured the im- 
mediate releafe of the prifon er ; but the council refolved to accomplifh by ftra- 
tagem what could not be effected by law. A perfon was fent to vifit Betizac in 
prifon, under the mafk of friendfhip, who informed him that his execution was 
fixed for the next day, and that the only means of averting the fate which await- 
ed him, was by acknowledging the commiffion of Come crime cognizable only 
by the ecclefiaftical judge, in which cafe he would be conducted to Avignon^ 
where the duke of Berry had fufficient influence to* procure his abfolution. Be- 
tizac gave credit to this intelligence \ and, next day fending for his judges, he 
confeffed to them that he neither believed in the dodtrine of the Trinity, nor 
in the incarnation. This was fufficient for their purpofe ; they haftened to the 
king and informed him of what they had. heard. Charles exclaimed, that Beti- 
zac was a wretch who deferved to perifh, and that all the remonftrances of the; 
duke of Berry fhould not fave him from the flames. 

When brought before the ecclefiaftical judges, Betizac perfifted in the decla- 
rations he had previoufly made. He was then delivered up to the civil jurifdic- 
tion, and conduced, without delay, to the place of execution*. The duke of 
Berry vowed to revenge the death of his favourite on the conftable and his af- 
fociates, by whofe means it had been promoted. Though this rapacious minif- 
ter was, do'ubtlefs, deferving of the fevereft punifliment,. yet the artifice, by 
which his deftruiftion was. effected, reflected- the highefl difgrace on the council* 
The nation feems to have derived little advantage from the change of its go- 
vernors. Clifton, indeed, had ever difplayed a ferocious and fanguinary difpo- 
fition ; any aft of cruelty in him y therefore, cannot excite furprife.. La Riviere 
and other minifters were, on this occafion r wholly influenced by the conftable>. 
Farther,.* to irritate the duke of Berry, they not only deprived him of the go> 
vernment of Languedoc, but John Harpedenne, nephew to Clifton, was ckofe& 

to carry to the prince the order of his difmiffion* 
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A. D. 1390? 1391O Although the duke of Bourbon had been requefted by 
the king to remain at court, and aflift him with his advice, that prince had a 
very fmall fhare in the government. His advice was too difinterefted to be fol- 
fowed by a monarch deftitute of experience, and furrounded by rapacious cour- 
tiers, who barred all accefs to the throne. Every body murmured at the con- 
duct of the prefent adminiftration, and the people were almoft tempted to regret 
the difmiflion of Berry and Burgundy. Bourbon, and the few noblemen truly 
zealous to promote the welfare of the ftate, deplored, in fecret, the prefent dis- 
orders, and the fatal confequences of thofe divifions which already began to ap- 
pear. They were filent ; and their filence tended to augment the audacity of 
thofe who dire&ed the government. ClilTon, la Riviere, Nov.iant and Mon- 
tagu had become arbiters of the kingdom. 

The duke of Bourbon feized the firft opportunity that occurred for abfenting 
himfelf with honour at lead for a time. The arrival of ambaffadors from the 
republic of Geneva, who came to implore the affiftance of France againft the** 
African corfairs, furnilhed him with a pretence*. Being declared chief of the 
expedition, he repaired to Genoa, with fifteen hundred men at arms, where he 
was joined by the earl of Derby, eldeft fon to the duke of Lancafter, a prince 
of the greateft courage. Thefe troops, joined to the Genoefe, landed on the coaft 
of Africa, in fight of the infidels, who were drawn up on the fhore, but who, on 
the approach of the chriftians, fled with precipitation. The chriftians laid fiege 
to Carthage, and made feveral fruitlefs efforts to take that city by aflault ; foiled 
in this attempt they made a furious attack on the enemy, who were entrenched 
in a fortified camp ; they forced the entrenchments, and routed the infidels with 
great flaughter. Their army, in the mean time* diminiflied from the intemper 
ranee of the climate. They were on the point of re-embarking, when the king 
of Tunis propofed an accommodation , A treaty was concluded, by which that 
monarch agreed to reftore all the chriftian flaves in his dominions j to pay ten 
thoufand ducats of gold towards defraying the expences of the war j and en- 
gaged, in future, to impofe no reftraint on the freedom of commerce, This laft 
article was but ill-obferved. The chriftian merchants were expofed, more than 
ever, to the exacftions of the infidels. All the commerce of the Levant was mo- 
nopolized by the Venetians, the Neapolitans, and the Genoefe, but principally 
by the latter. Genoa was then confidered as the emporium of the eaft and weft,, 
and the intereft of that republic had been alone confulted in the expedition to- 
Africa. The Genoefe flattered themfelves, that, by obtaining poflefiion of Car-- 
thage, they would exempt their veffels from paying the tribute exafted by the* 
xnahometans, on their approach to the coaft of Barbary. But, after this expedi- 
tion, the Africans made them pay flich heavy duties, that, for a long time, all 
the commodities of the eaft, and particularly fpiccs, fold at a moft enormous 



price 
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The noblemen and knights who accompanied the duke of Bourbon, made 
themfelves. amends for the failure of their enterprife by the recital of their ad- 
ventures. The king, heated by the defcription of thefe martial achievements 
formed the project of attacking the infidels, either by repairing to the coaft of 
Africa, or by marching again ft Bajazet, emperor of the Turks, who had juft 
fucceeded his father, Amur at h the Firft. Charles accuftomed himfelf to give 
way to his inclinations. His minifters had recourfe to . a ftratagem, to make him 
abandon, or at leaft fufpendthe execution of this projeft ; they gave himtoun- 
derftahd that he could not render a greater ferviceto religion, than by effeftin* 
the extinction of the fchilm which prevailed in the papacy ; that it was nccct 
fary to eftablifh harmony in the church, before he took up arms in her defence. 

The king relhhed this advice. He determined to march into Italy, and compel 

the Romans to fubmit to the authority of Clement. He recoilefted that, on his 
departure from *\vignon, he had promUed that pontiff to efpoufe his caufewitk 
effect. 

This expedition being refolved on, an account was drawn up of the number 
of troops deftined to pafs the Alps. The king was to lead four thoufand lances; 
the dukes of Berry and Burgundy each of them two thoufand ; the duke of 
Bourbon, one thoufand; the conftable, two thoufand; and the lords of Coucy 
and Saint Paul one thoufand. The duke of Brittany was apprifed of the king's 
departure for Italy, and invited to accompany him, but he laughed at the idea; 
obferving, that Charles would foon have other bufiuefs to occupy his attention. 
In fad:, a party was already formed againft the government. The king was blind 
to every thing ; the weaknefs of his' mind began to difplay itfelf ; and his minif- 
ters, elated with the favour they enjoyed, took no pains to avert the ftorm 
which hovered over their heads* The dukes of Berry and Burgundy feemed 

to approve the king's refolution, from the conviftion that they could deter him 
from carrying it into execution. 

Although the conftable was protected by the king, he had not been able to 
conftrain the duke of Brittany to fulfil the terms of the lafl accommodation; 
wherefore he exerted his influence with the council to make the nation a party 
in his private difputes*. The duke had plaufible grounds of recrimination 
againft Cliflbn and his fon-in-law, the count of Penthievre, who had hitherto re- 
filled to pay him that homage to which he was bound by the treaty of Guer- 
rande. Hoftilities had commenced, and feveral places been reduced. Deputies 
were fent by the court of France into Brittany, for fettling new terms of paci- 
fication. When they had concluded a treaty; they returned ; but they had no 
fooner left the province, than the duke took pofTeffion of Chantonceaux, a place 
belonging to the conftable. This incident rekindled the flames of difcord. The 

dvike lent ambafTadoas to France, for whom he was under the neceflity of apply- 
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ing for fafe-condufts, in the apprehenfion that they would be flopped by Pen- 
thievre and ClifTon. 

To engage the duke of Brittany in a quarrel with France, the conftable accu- 
fed him of invading the prerogatives of the crown, by coining money in his own 
dominions ; and of being guilty of rebellion, by prohibiting the officers of his 
courts of juftice from receiving the citations of the parliament of Paris. The 
fovereigns of Brittany had, at all times, enjoyed the privilege of coining money* 
It was recorded in all the ancient regifters, and had never been given up. With 
regard to the citations, the duke properly obferved that they could not havee£> 
fed in Brittany, unlefs in thofe particular caufes, in which the feudal laws ad- 
mitted of appeals to the fuperior lord, and in the cafe of a refufal of juftice* 

He juftified himfelf from the complaints preferred againft him for receiving the 

oath of fealty from his vaflals, accompanied by a promjfe to ferve him againft 
all men whatever, without any exception of perfons ; fuch being the form of 
the oath which had, for time immemorial, been exaftecU The fchifm in the 
papacy afforded another ground of complaint. The duke, on the death of Ur- 
ban, had declared in favour of Clement, merely in hope of feeing tranquillity 
reftored to the church ; but, on the election of Boniface, he adhered to the fy& 
tern he had formerly adopted, and obferved a ftrift neutrality r The king di£- 
approved of his condudl ; but the duke, in his defence, alledged that this was 
a queftion merely fpiritual, which could have no poilible relation to his feudal 
duties; and that he thought himfelf obliged, in fo delicate an affair, to be gui- 
ded by the di&ates of his confeience, in preference to all human confide- 
rations. 

♦ 

Such were the principal fubje&s. of difcontent, which the* conftable and his 
partifans were inceflantly repeating to the king ; while the princes, who favour- 
ed the duke of Brittany, threw all their influence into the oppofite fcale. At 
length it was refolved that the king, the conftable, and his fon-in-law, fliould re- 
pair to Tours, and that the duke fhould meet them there, to bring about a final 
accommodation. The duke of Berry went to Brittany to. prepare Montfort for 
the interview, and he was accompanied by envoys difpatched by the council for 
the fame purpofe. Thefe ambafladors, in fulfilling their commiffion, difplayed 
lo much pride, and fo little regard to decency, that the duke would have 
thrown them into prifon, but for. the intervention of his wife. lie therefore 
difmifled them, with a promife to attend the conference at Tours. 

While thefe proceedings kept the minds of the public in fufpence, a court in- 
trigue, which, at the time, excited but little attention, firft fet in motion thofe 
fecret fprings which produced the greateft calamities to the kingdom*. Amongft 
the crowd of idle people who frequented the court was Peter de Craon, whefe 
criminal negleft haftened the difgrace of the duke of Anjou. Supported by the 

* Fsoiffard 5. Chrotir de St r Denis ; Chxon, MS*, 
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protection of the young duke of Touraine, he braved the reproaches which his 
conduct had merited ; while the fplendour of his birth, and his immenfe riches 

encreafed that confideration which the friendftiip of the prince had procured for 

him. Craon had, for fome time, carried on a fecret correfpondence with the 
duke of Brittany, to' whom he was related, but his imprudence foon deprived 
him of the means of fupporting it. He had the indefcretion to reveal to the 
duchefsof Touraine,. an affair of gallantry, which the duke had imparted to him 
in confidence. The duchefs immediately fent for the lady, and threatened her 
with inftant death, unlefs fhe renounced all future connexions with her hufband; 
flie then informed the duke of the perfidy of his confident ; and he immediately 
prefered a complaint to the king againft Craon, who was banifhed from the 
court, without being informed of the caufe of his difgrace. He had retired to 
Brittany fome time before the interview at Tours. The duke perfuaded hitn 
that Clifibn was the author of his difgrace ; Craon refolved to be revenged on 
his enemy, and waited a favourable opportunity to gratify his refentment. 

The court, in the mean time, arrived at Tours, whither the duke of Britta- 
ny repaired, attended by a retinue of fifteen hundred perfons, and by five veflels 
manned and armed. Notwithftanding the eagernefs with which this interview 
had been promoted, the duke was compelled to wait a long time before he coidd 
procure an audience. The minifters, indeed, feem to have ftudied every means 
which they thought could induce him to break off the conferences. His people 
were infulted, and his arms, which he had placed over the door of his manfion, 
were covered with mud. The king informed of thefe infults, doubled the 
guards, and attempted to appeafe the duke. At this jun&ure, when an open 
rupture was hourly expected, the conftab'le arrived with the duke de Penthi- 
evre. ClilTon's retinue, in numbers and magnificence, exceeded thofe of the 
princes of the blood. The afcendancy which this minifter had acquired over 
his matter deftroyed all hopes of reconciliation. He advifed him to return to 
Paris, and from thence to march into Brittany, at the head of a powerful army; 
this advice Charles had aftually adopted, but the fpirited interference of the 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy, prevented him from putting it in execution, and 
induced him to renew the negociations with the duke of Brittany, bypropofing 
a double marriage between the infant fon of that prince, and a daughter of 
Charles ; and a fon of the count of Penthievre, with a daughter of the duke. 
This project, by which the duchy of Brittany would be enfured to a princefs of 
France, difconcerted Cliffon and his partifans. Montfort was prevailed on to 
accept this propofal. The count of Penthievre accordingly paid homage to the 
duke,' ratified the treaty of Guerrande, andpromifed to lay down the arms and 
ducal title of Brittany, which he had afTumed. The difpute between the duke 
and the conftable was fettled with equal facility. The court then returned to 
the capital, and Montfort to his duchy, with the fullrefolutionof evading what 

lie had, in a manner, been compelled to fign. He had no fooner arrived at Ren* 
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ties, than he fct anew enquiry on foot, the refultof which was a complete confir- 
mation of thofe claims which he had been obliged to relinquish, their validity 
having been contefted by the council. 

Immediately after the king's return from Tours, the queen gave birth to a 
prince. This event proved a fource of infinite fatisfa&ion, as his two firft chil- 
dren had died in infancy ; and as a hermit had, three years before, predi&ed 
that he would be the laft of his race, unlefs he abolifhed the taxes. The her- 
mit's prediction had a great effect upon Charles, but the dukes of Burgundy 
and Berry, being lefs credulous, and more avaricious than their nephew, di£ 
fuacled him from enforcing the refolution he had adopted, to fupprefs thofe 
imports. 

A. D. 1392.] At the commencement of this year, the dukes of York and 
Lancafter repaired to Amiens. They were received by the king with every 
mark of attention. The object of their embafly was, a renewal of the nego- 
ciations for a peace between FYance and England ; but all they could effeft was 
a prolongation of a truce for a year. 

Soon after the departure of the Englifh princes, the king was attacked by a 
dangerous difordei% during which the firft fymptoms appeared of that delirium 
which embittered the remainder of his days. As he was in the bloom of youths 

the ftrength of his conftitution might, with the afliftance of a proper regimen, 
have, probably, enabled him to have flopped this infirmity in its origin ; but 
thofe faithlefs minifters, by whom he was furrounded, tended to promote the 
growth of an evil, which it was their duty to eradicate. The queen was addic- 
ted to pleafureable purfuits ; and it muft be fuppoled that her conduct had an 
irrefiftible influence over that of the court. 

But amidft the pleafures of the table, the princes of the blood were not deaf 
to the calls of ambition or inter eft. The duke of Touraine obtained from the 
king, his brother, the duchy of Orleans, in exchange for that of Touraine ; 
with a penfion of four thoufand livers*. He made a farther acquifition of ter- 
ritory, by the purehafe of the county of Bloist, much againfl the will of the 
duke of Berry, whofc daughter, widow to the only fon of Guy, count of Blois, 
had a part of her dower payable from the revenues of that county. The price 
of the county was fixed at two hundred thoufand livres, which the duke of Or- 
leans paid out of his wife's fortune. 

During thefe tranfa&ions, Graon had eftablifhcd his refidence in Brittany, 
where he had been employed in devifmg means of revenge agajnft ClifTon. He 
fecretly fent arms to his houfe in Paris, and aflembled about forty of his de- 
pendents. He repaired to the metropolis himfelf, where he lay concealed till 
the time arrived for. putting his fcheme in execution. On the feftival of the holy 
facrament, ClifTon had ftaid at the Hotel de Saint Paul till night was far advan- 

*Trefor des Chartrcs, reg. 14.3* + Froiffard, 
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ced ; on his return home, with only eight attendants, all of whom were un- 
armed, he was fuddenly attacked by a body of ruffians, with Craon at their 
head. So fure was that nobleman of effecting his purpofe, that he called out to 
ClifTon to let him know whom he had to encounter, and what he had to expefr. 
The conftable defended himfelf ; but, being overpowered by numbers, he was 
difmounted, and left motionlefs on the ground. Craon, thinking that he was dead, 
retired with precipitation, and moft of his accomplices effected their efcape. 
But the wounds which ClifTon had received, though numerous, proved to be 
flight ; and the furgeons afliired the king, on the firft drefling, that he would be 

able to mount his horfe in a fortnight. 

The king, who had halted to the fpot where the affair happened, expreffed 
the greateft fbrrow and indignation. The provoft of Paris had orders to dis- 
patch meffengers after Craon, but he had too much the ftart to be overtaken. 
Two men at arms, however, and a page, who were found in the road, Tome 
leagues from Paris, were beheaded three days after they were taken ; as was 
alfo the porter of Craon's hotel, though ignorant of his matter's defigns. A 
canon of Chartres, at whole houfe Craon had flopped to refrefh himfelf, was 
conduced to Paris, and, though a man of unimpeached integrity, he was treated 
as a criminal, deprived of his livings, and condemned to pafs the remainder of 
his days in a dungeon. Craon, in the mean time, arrived at Sable, a ftrong for- 
trefs of his own, on the confines of Maine and Brittany. He there learned that 
ClifTon was not dead. Not thinking himfelf fafe at Sable, he purfued his journey 
to Brittany. Though abfent, he was tried for the crime he had committed, and 
his manfion at Paris was levelled with the ground. His property was confifcated, 
and divided among the king's favourites. The duke of Orleans had a confider- 
able part of it. Aim oft all the houfes he had inhabited were demolifhed ; and 
moft of the courtiers, from a fervile attention to the king, afJifted at the demo- 
lition. The admiral, John de Vienne, was ordered to take poffeftion of the 
lordfhip of Ferte-Bernard, which belonged to Craon ; not content with fecuring 
the immenfe riches he found there, he turned Joan of Chaftillon, wife to Craon, 
out of doors, with fcarcely cloaths fufficient to conceal her nakednefs. 

Charles, when informed that Craon had taken refuge in Brittany, fent ambaf- 
fadors to the duke to demand the criminal. Montfort affured them that he was 
ignorant of his retreat ; and obferved, that he could have nothing to do with a 
private quarrel between Craon and ClifTon. This anfwer was deemed equi- 
vocal, and war was immediately refolved on by the council. The duke of Berry 
was at Paris at this time; and it is pretended that he had been informed of the 
confpiracy againft ClifTon, by Craon's fecretary. This prince and the duke of 
Burgundy, were enemies to the conftable, whom they accufed of having ac- 
quired a perfeft afcendancy over the king, in order to obtain a degree of autho- 
rity which he daily abufed, and to appropriate the revenue of the ftate to his 
own private ufe, When ClifTon was wounded by Craon and his accomplices? 
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he believed his life to be in danger ; he therefore, made his will ; after difpof- 

ing of his real property, he bequeathed lev en teen hundred thoufand livrcs, in 
money and jewels, equal in value to about feven hundred thoufand pounds, and, in 
efficacy, to upwards of three millions and an half fterling ! Befides the marriage 
portions of his two daughters, as confiderable as if they had been princelles of 
the blood, he had difcharged the ranfom of one of his fons-in-law ; had recently 
paid a hundred thoufand livres to the duke of Brittany ; had purchafed feverai 
eflates j and difplayed in liis houfe all the pomp and fplendour of afovereign 
prince. As his father had left his children but trifling fortunes, this immenfe 
wealth muft have been acquired at the expence of honefty. 

Bent on revenging the projected affaflination of his favourite, Charles would 
liften to nothing that was foreign from his plan. Orders were iffued for levy- 
ing troops throughout the kingdom ; every man was anxious to difplay his loy- 
alty by obedience, and fuch as difapproved an enterprife which tended to make 
a private quarrel the objeft of a national war, were compelled to conceal their 
real fentiments ; for the king had declared that any remonftrance on this lubjeel 
would incur his difpleafure. ClifTon and his affociates were aware that the eyes 
of the nation were fixed on their conduft. ImprefTed with thefe ideas, they 
courted popularity, and fought to conciliate favour by condefcenfion. The uni- 
verflty had long folicited in vain, for an audience of the king ; their wiflies 
were now complied with, and a promife was obtained that the objeft of their 
complaints fliould be immediately removed, and the prefervation of their pri- 
vileges enforced. The enmity of the duke of Berry they fought to avert, by 
reftoring to him the government of Languedoc ; while Charles endeavoured to 
fecure the compliance of the duke of Burgundy, by profeffions of favour and 
aifettion. But the enlightened part of the nation viewed the enterprife in a 
proper light, while the princes, lefs cautious and circumfpetf:, openly expreffed 
their difapprobation of the minifter's conduft. The duke of Burgundy, in par- 
ticular, was loud in his cenfures ; and denounced threats againft all fuch as 
fhould confirm his nephew in the refolution of carrying the war into Brittany. 
The council would have yielded to his opinion, but Cliflbn, was too proud to 
relax, where inter eft and revenge urged him to be firm. 

Some private meetings were held, at which different means for fetting afide 
the enterprife were propofed. Many difficulties were ftarted, and embarrafP 
ments promoted, which retarded the departure of the troops. One reafon ap- 
peared unanfwerable j the king's phyficians protefted that Charles was not in a 
condition to purfue the journey. Since his laft illnefs, his conftitution had 
been impaired ; an internal heat preyed upon his health ; and his mental faculties 
had fuftained ftill greater injury than his bodily powers. His converfation con- 
tinually betrayed fymptoms of derangement. Alternately choleric and lethar- 
gic, his ideas feemed only to be clear and regular on the execution of the 
projed he had in view. Letters were prefented him, from the queen of 
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Arr agon , who informed him that a knight, whom flic fufpefted to be Craon, 
had been flopped at Barcelona, on the point of embarking for Naples. It is 
pretended that the duke of Brittany had actually compelled Craon to retire into 
Arragon. 

The king refufed to Hften to the information* ; and, when the duke of Bur- 
gundy preffed him to verify the faft, by fending meflengers to Barcelona, he 
replied, that he might fend when he pleafed, but that Craon was certainly in 
Brittany, and there alone would he feek him . The refufal of the governor of 
Sable to furrender that place confirmed Charles in this opinion r In vain did 

the duke renew his proteftations that he had no fhare in the crime committed by 
Craon, and that he was wholly ignorant of his retreat ; it was determined to 
give no credit to this. afTertion, but immediately to proceed to the gratification of 
ClifTon's refentment* The departure of the troops was accordingly fixed for 
the fifth day of Auguft,. in the year 1392. 

The whole nation, excepting only the minifters and their immediate parti- 
fans, were highly difcontented with the war. There was no proof that the 
duke of Brittany protefted the criminal who was claimed by the French coun- 
cil. The formal difavowal of the duke was all that the moft rigid juftice could 
require* Cliffon triumphed over all his opponents: the army moved forward. 
As the troops purfued their march, they were in hourly expe&ation of fome 
event which would caufe them to return- There is every inducement to 
believe that fecret meafures were taken to fet afide the expedition. From an 
exa£t relation of circumftances, our readers will be enabled to form an opinion 
on the fubjeft, and to difcover, at leaft, a part of the truth. 

The day on which the king left Mans, his fpirits were more than ufually de- 
preffedt ; before he mounted his horfe, he fate down to a repaft, but fcarcely 
tafled any tiling that was offered him y he appeared gloomy and ftupid. Al- 
though the weather was exceffively hot, he threw n jurtoat of black velvet over 
his armour. On his head he wore a hat decorated with pearls, over a fcarlet 
hood. As he croffed the forefl of Mans, on the road to Angiers, he had but 
few attendants near his perfon, for the troops kept at a diftance, that they might 
not incommode him with the duft. He had not long entered the wood, when 
a ftrange figure, clad in a white robe r iprung from between two trees, and, 
feizing his horfe's bridle, exclaimed, u King advance no farther ^ but return? 
"for you are betrayed!" Some men at arms,, who were near the king, rufhed 
forward, and, ftriking the hands of this living apparition, obliged him to let 
loofe the bridle. He then retired, while no one either thought of flopping him 
or of enquiring who or what he was.. The king purfued his journey ; and, on 
quitting the foreft entered on a fandy plain, where the heat wasalmofl infuppor- 
table, from the fcorhing rays of the fun.. Two pages were immediately behind 
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the king, one of whom carried his lance, which he let fall on his comrade's hel^ 
met. At this noife the king, roufed, as it were, from a deep lethargy, imagined the 
preJi&ion of the apparition was on the point of accomplifhment ; imprelTed with 
this idea, he attacked the pages, fword in hand, and, having difmounted them, 
preflbd onwards. Every one fled at his approach ; the duke of Orleans, hearing 
the tumult, rode up to his brother, who inftantly attacked him with fuch fury, that 
he had fcarcely time to provide for his fafety by a precipitate flight. The duke of 
Burgundy called out u let him bejeizedl" No one, however, durft approach him. 
The king, in the mean time, flew through the ranks, aiming his blows at all 
that came in his way. The troops, at length, formed a circle round the monarch, 
and one of his chamberlains, a gentleman of Normandy, named William Mar- 
tel, jumped up behind him, and, leizing his arms, fecured him from the commit 
fion of farther violence. When his uncles and the duke of Orleans approach- 
ed, they found him fenfelefs. The troops immediately faced about, and the 
king was put into a cart and carried to Mans. It was, at firft, fuppofed he was 
poifoned ; and the wine of which he had drank in the morning was analyfed ; 
but, on confulting the phylicians, they declared that the king had long borne 
within him the dangerous principles of this diforder, which excefs of labour 
and fatigue had only ferved to dev elope* 

The princes who were called by their birth to the government of the kingdom 
on fuch an occafion as the prefent, immediately began to exercife their autho- 
rity. The care of the king's perfon was entrufted to four knights, who were 
entirely devoted to their iervice ; next day the king's diforder encreafed to 
fuch a degree, that it was found neceflary to chain him. He was conveyed to 
Creil, a country-feat on the banks of the Oife. It was not thought prudent to 
take him to Paris, as the queen was then pregnant, and it was intended to con- 
ceal from her, as far as polfible, the real fituation of her hulband. The dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy, after they had difbanded the army, haftened to the capk 
tal. The news of the king's illnefs fpread a general confternation throughout 
the kingdom, for Charles was beloved by his fubjefts. The people flocked to 
the churches, and fought to conciliate the favour of the Deity and to enfure his 
protection to their afflicted fovereign. But, while the aid of the Divinity was 
implored, human affiftance was not neglected. A phyfician of Laon, was cal- 
led in, and, by a proper regimen, he calmed the violence of the diforder, and 
reftored the king to his fenfes, Charles \jfas then permitted to fee the queen, 
who had jufl given birth to a daughter. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy had, at firft, evinced a difpofition to ad- 
mit the duke of Orleans to a fhare in the government; but their conduit foon 
fliewed that this was foreign from their intentions. The exclufion of that prince 
incapacitated him from preventing the difgrace of his friends. Clifton, la Rivi- 
ere, le Mercier, and Vilaines, had fpared no pains to conciliate his favour ; and 

their endeavours had been attended with fuccefs. But his patronage and pro- 
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tection proved infufficient to fecure them from the refentment of the royal bro- 
thers. The ruin of ClUfon had been previoufly refolved on, and it was the in- 
tention of the princes to bring him to trial before the parliament, ClifTon re- 
flected on the danger of his fituation ; and, eroding the Seine, haftened to 
Montlhery, a place which belonged to him. 

The dukes were informed of the conftable's evafion ; they repented that they 
x had not ordered him to be arretted, but it was now too late. ClifTon having 
received information that the lord of Coucy, and others, had orders to in veil 
him in his retreat, did not think it prudent to wait their arrival ; he repaired 

to Brittany, where the fortified towns in his pofTefllon could afford him a fafeaiV- 

lum. Montagu likewife effe&ed his elcape ; but la Riviere and le Mercier were 
arrefled and thrown into prifon ; and it is probable they would have been 
brought to the fcaffold, but the duchefs of Berry threw herfelf at the feet of 
her hufband, and obtained their releafe. 

Commiflioners w r ere fent to Brittany to fummon the conftable to appear be- 
fore the parliament, but they returned without having been able to find him*. 
They proceeded, however, with his tri^l ; and, being declared a falje, wicked, 
and difloyal traitor to the crown of France^ he was fentenced to pay a fine of an 
hundred thoufand marks of filver, to be deprived of the dignity of conftable, 
and to be banifhed the kingdom. Philip of Artois, fon-in-law to the duke of 
Berry, was appointed to fucceed him ; and entered on the duties of his office, 
though ClifTon could not be prevailed on to refign the conftable's fword. Se- 
cretly affifted by the duke of Orleans, he commenced hoftilities againft the duke 
of Brittany, and once more involved his native country in civil war. 

As the king's conftitution "was impaired, and his faculties injured, it was 
deemed necefTary to provide for the fafety of the kingdom, in cafe of his deathf. 

The firft meafure adopted by the council, was, a confirmation of the edift of 
Charles the Wife, which fixed the majority of the French kings at the comple- 
tion of their fourteenth year. For this purpofe the king held a bed of juftice. 
The different courts of juftice were affembled, and a multitude of people at- 
tended to hear the publication of the ordonnance. The king fettled the guar- 

dianfhip of his children ; which was entrufted to the queen, the dukes of Berry, 
Burgundy, and Bourbon, and Lewis of Bavaria, the queen's brother. The re- 
venues of the duchy of Normandy, the town and vifcounty of Paris, and of 
the bailiwicks of Senlis and Melun,-were affigned for the fupport of the dau- 
phin and his brothers. A council, confifling of three prelates, fix noblemen, 
and three clerks, was appointed to affift the queen and the four princes. By 
the fame ordonnance, the form of the oath to be taken by the guardians and the 
, counfellors, was prescribed. If the queen contracted a fecond marriage, after 
the king's death, flie forfeited her right to the guardianfhip. 

* Froiffard ; Hift. de Bretagne. + Trefor des Chartres, Layette, Regences et Majorites des Rois> No, 9 j 
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Although the^dukes of Berry and Burgundy appeared, from their age, and 
from their quality of uncles to the king, to have a kind of fuperiority oyer the 
duke of Orleans, yet this laft, as fir ft prince of the blood, had an inconteftiblc 
riaht to the fupreme authority ; wherefore he was appointed, by letters patent, « 
regent of the kingdom, without any fort of reftriftion ; he was not even obli- 
ged to have the afliftance of a council of regency. As the king lived thirty 
years after thefe regulations, they were iiever enforced ; but they tend to fliew 
that the fame principle, which had been eftabliflied by the ancient laws of the 
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mailed, in the feparation of the offices 
1 After the king's health was reftor 



that he might experience no contradi&ion, nor be fufFered to attend to bufineis, 
that his mind might acquire ftrength. In compliance with this requeft, his in- 
clinations were fhidied, and every recreation which could amufe himfwas pro- 
moted. The diverfions of the carnival were more than ufually brilliant ; and,. 



during that feafon of relaxation and gaiety, the marriage of one of the queen' 
female attendants with a gentleman of Vermandois, was celebrated by a fplen- 
didfeaft, followed by a mafquerade. The king entered the apartment, in the 
difguife of a favage, leading five other mafks, who were all chained together, 
and arrayed in a fimilar drefs ; the fix dreffes were made of linen, covered 



with pitch, and while warm, powdered with down. Before the ball began, an. 
order had been ifTued to extinguifh all the torches ; but the duke of Orleans, 
who was ignorant of the order, took a lighted torch from an attendant, and, 
carelelsly approaching it to the face of one of the favages, whom he wifhed to 
recognife, fet his drefs on fire ; the combufUble matter of which it was compofed 
caufed the flames to fpread with rapidity, and, in an inftant, they were commu- 
nicated to his four companions. The king had left them fome time before, 
and was engaged in converfation with the duchefs of Berry. This accident 

threw the company into fuch confufion, that, each individual being intent on 
providing for his own perfonal fafety, no one thought of attempting to extin-> 
guifii the flames. When Charles heard the noife, he made an effort to leave 

the duchefs of Berry, l/ut that princefs, though fhe knew not with whom fhe 



had been converfing, prudently 



him of the danger 



he would incur by mingling with the crowd. The king then made himfelf known, 
and the duchefs wrapped him in her cloak, and refcued him from deftruiftion- 
Four of the five mafks, perifhed : the fifth, John de Nantouillet, broke the chain 
which fattened him to his companions, and, running into an adjoining apart- 
ment, jumped into a cittern of water, and extinguifhed the flame. The queen 
fainted away, and had been conveyed to her chamber ; when fhe reco^ 
yered, and faw the king ftanding at her fide, her joy was fo great that fhe could 
fcarcely credit the teftimony of her fenfes. Next day the king fhewed himfelf 
to the people, who difplayed an eagernefs to fee him. He went to the cathedral 

of Notre Dame, attended by the princes of the blood, and fuch of the nobility 
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as were then at Paris. The duke of Orleans, to expiate his imprudence, foun- 
ded a chapel, which he endowed with the lordfliip of Perche-Fontaine, a part 
of the confifcated property of Craon. 

The terror of the king at this difafter, produced a return of his diforder * , 
William Martel, one of his chamberlains, was the fir ft who perceived its 
approach, of which he apprifed the duke of Orleans. During this fecond 
attack, which lafted nearly feven months, there was fufficient time to examine 
minutely all the fymptoms of the diforder, which began by a depreflion of Ipirits 
and, by degrees, degenerated into a total alienation of mind ; when he neither 
knew himfelf nor any one that approached him. He denied he was the king, 
and, wherever he met with his name or arms, he inftantly erafed them. 

The phyfician who cured the king in the preceding year, had died in the m~. 
terval of his convalefcence ; and the faculty now exhaufted all the refources of 
the jnedical art in fruitlefs attempts to difcover an effectual remedy for his dif- 
order. All human modes of cure having been found ineffectual, recourfe was 
next had to fupernatural aid. In Guienne lived a pretended magician, who had 
boafted, that, he would reftore the king to his fenfes. This man was accord- 
ingly fent for ; and, neither the wretchednefs of his appearance, the ignorance he 
betrayed in his converfation, nor thegrofs vulgarity of his manners and addrefs, 

could, for a confiderable time, open t}ie eyes of a fuperfti^ious and credulous 
court. 

* 

The king was conveyed from one country feat to another, in the hope that 
the change of air might produce what the faculty had failed to effeft. But his 
mind had loft its force ; and, at thofe lucid intervals which fometimes occurred, 
he was encouraged, by thofe who furrounded him, to plunge into debauchery, 
which produced an almoft immediate relapfe. For the laft thirty years of this 
reign, therefore, the reader ijiuft not expert to fee a king on the throne of 
France, Charles can only be oonfidered a? a phantom of fovereignty, fuccef- 
fively in the poffeffion of different minifters, who proftituted his name to fane- 
tion the violence of the great, and theoppreflion of the people. 

The duke of Orleans, was unable to purfue, with confiftency, the projefts of 
ambition, amidft that tumult by which his bofom was agitated. Supreme power 
would have flattered his vanity, but the plan for feizing the reins of govern- 
ment, and for keeping them when obtained, required application and fteadinefs 
pf conduft, of which, at that time, he was incapable. Befides, though he was 
only brother to the monarch, his credit feenied to be eclipfed by that of hi? 
uncles, who had the advantage of years and experience. The duke of Bur- 
gundy had acquired a fuperiority which nothing could fhake. Every thing ap- 
peared to concur to the elevation of this prince \ the extent of his domains ; 
the number of his dependants ; his genius, fortune, and fplendour ; his abilities 

. ^Froiffard* 
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in the cabinet and the field. The duke of Berry yielded to this all-powerful 
brother, who exercifed the principal authority, at his difcretion, and only em-' 
ployed his power for the purpofe of his greatnefs. 

The late king, had prohibited all his officers, as well as nobility, from hav- 
ing any concern in the collection of the taxes ; but a new ordonnance was now 
pa(fed, which* permitted the nobility to take the taxes to farm, provided there 
were no other bidders. This was a fare and eafy road for the gratification of 
their avarice j they took advantage of this permiffion, to deter all others from 
attending the fales, which produced greater inconvenience than that which the 
firft edift was calculated to prevent; thofe who were at the head of affairs were 
not ignorant of the evil effects of fuch a proceeding, but they facrificed the in- 
tereft of the fovereign, and the welfare of the people, to the acquifition of 
partifans. 

Charles, in his firft fliort interval of convalefcence, received a deputation " 
from the univerfity of Paris, who entreated him to exert his authority for the 
extinction of the fchifm in the papacy. As the rival pontiff's had recently made 
an application to him for the fame purpofe, this objeCt was fuppofed to be nearly 
attained. The univerfity received orders from the court to give their advice 
on the fubjeCt. Fifty-four doCtors were accordingly appointed to examine and 
colleCt the fuffrages, which amounted to ten thoufand, and Nicholas de Cemen- 
gis, was commiffioned to draw up a memorial, containing the opinions of the 
members* Thefe werereduced to three, the voluntary ceflion of the papal dig- 
nity by the rival pontiffs ; the fubmiflion of their refpeCtive rights to the difcu£ 
lion and decifion of umpires appointed by either party ; and, the aflembly of a 
general council. The death of Clement, in the following year, put an end $o 9 
or rather changed the nature of. the difpute. 

A. D. 1394O About this time, the commotions which had prevailed in Brit- 
tany, between the duke and ClilTon, were terminated by a reconciliation. Mont- 
fort was induced to fue for an accommodation from his own advanced age, and 
the tender age of his ions, the eldeft of whom was but in his eighth year, and 
the youngeft was in his cradle. The reftoration of tranquillity to his dominions 
was an objeCt peculiarly defirable, and it could not be too dearly purchafed by 
the facrifice of refentment, and the forgivenefs of injuries. 

A. D. 1395s 1396.] The truce between England and France had been re- 
cently renewed, for four years ; and Richard fent a fplendid embafTy to Paris, 
to demand Ifabella, eldeft daughter to Charles, who had not yet completed her 
eighth year. His offers being accepted by the French court, the princefs was 
married, by tjie Englifh ambaffadors, who reprefented their fovereign, in the 
chapel belonging to the palace : the aCtual celebration of the nuptials was de- 
ferred till next year. The king's malady continued to encreafe ; his inter- 
vals of convalefcence became fhorter, and his relapfes more frequent $ in one 
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year he had feven. His fituation 'excited the compaflion of all who approached 
him*. 

Genoa was a republic diftinguilhed for its extenfive commerce, its numerous 
fleets, and the wealth of its citizens; but, being more opulent than martial, it 
was convulfed by inteftine factions, and was now on the eve of a revolutiont. 
Threatened by Galcazzo Vifconti, whofe power daily acquired frefh force, the 
Genoefe had recourfe to the protection of France, preferring fubjection to a 
lawful prince, to becoming a prey to an ufurper. Galeazzo, apprifed of apro- 
jeft which tended to thwart his ambitious defigns, exerted every effort he could 
devife to render it abortive : but, the negociations were continued at Genoa, 
and a treaty was, in a fhort time, concluded, by which the Genoefe formally 
transferred the lbvereignty of their republic to the king of France. The con- 
vention was ratified by all the orders of the ftatc, and the French ambafladors 
took poffefiion of the country in the name of their lovercign. The doge refigncd 
his fword, with the other enfigns-of royalty, and, at the fame time, received the 
title of governor of the State of Genoa, under the authority of the French king. 

When the marriage-contraft was figned between Richard and Ifabella, a 
truce for twenty-five years was concludedt. It had been underftood that the 
young queen of England was to remain at the court of France till fhe attained 

to a proper age for the confummation of the marriage ; but this delay by no 
means accorded with the impatience of the Englifh monarch, who was ' carncfl 
in his folicitations to Charles, to have his youthful confort fent to England, that 
ilie might accuftoni herfelf betimes to the habits and manners of the country. 
He exprefTed his intentions of 'palling, over to Calais, in the hope of inducing 
the king to comply with his requeft. Richard, accordingly, repaired thither, 
accompanied by his uncles, the dukes of Lancafter and Gloucefter, and by the 
principal nobility of the kingdom* The king of England's expences were cfti- 
mated at three hundred thoufand marks of filver; a fum, that greatly exceeded 
the marriage portion of his wife, which only amounted to eight hundred thou- 
fand livres. The moment it was known in France that Richard had landed, the 
count de Saint-Paul was fent to receive him. This nobleman was followed by 
the duke of Burgundy ; and the king himfelf, accompanied by the princels Ifa- 
bella, and the whole court, took the road to St. Omer. The duke of Brittany, 
who had come to Paris, was of the party§. Previous to his departure, he had 



Montfor 



on this excurflon, was, to procure the reftitution of Breft from the Englifh, 
which, with the affiftance of Charles, he at length accomplifhed, on paying 
Richard one hundred and twenty thoufand livres of gold. 

The nuntials of Richard and Ifabella were celebrated 'on the firft of Novem* 



* Froiffard. «bid, % Rymer's Feeders, t, vii, p. z 1, 3cc, $ Hiftoire de Bretagne, 
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ber, with great pomp at Calais, by the archbifhop of Canterbury-* On the 
iixth of the fame month, Richard embarked for England, while Charles returned 
to the capital. Before they fcparated, they agreed to meet again, to convert 
the late truce into a folic! peace, 

Sigifmond, king of Hungary, had implored the afliftance of France, to check 
the rapid progrefs of Bajazet, the fultan of the Ottomans, who had already 
fwept away whatever adhered to the Greek empire, in Thrace, Macedonia, and 
ThelTaly. It was accordingly determined to fend a body of troops to his relief, 
under the conduct of the count of Nevers, fon to the duke of Burgundy, In 
this army, which confined of ten thoufand men at arms, there were upwards 
of a thoufand knights, and as many efquires. During their march they were 
anxious to enjoy every fpecies of luxury and diflipation. But, in the plains of 
Nicopolis, it was decreed, that their vices and prefumption ftiould experience 
the punifliment they deferved. The Hungarians being engaged in the fiege of 
that city, Bajazet hafted to its relief, with two hundred thoufand men. Rejec- 
ting with difdain the fage councils of de Coucy, and of Sigifmond, the French 
nobility, whofe troops formed the van-guard of the Hungarian army, attacked 
the enemy, before the main body could.fupport them. Surrounded by myriads 
of infidels, their courage, though delperate, was. ineffe&ual ; and the only ho- 
nour they acquired was that of having fold their lives dearly. Only three hun- 
dred furvived to become the captives of Bajazet ; all of whom, except the count 
of Nevers, and twenty-four other lords, whofe birth promifed the advantage of 
a fplcndici ranfom, were put to death by order of the fultan, in retaliation of a 
fimilar inftance of cruelty practifed by the French on a body of infidels imme- 
diately before the battle. The furvivors were a long time confined at Bourfa, 
the refidence of the viftor, and were at length ranfomed for two hundred 

thoufand ducats. 

A. D. 1397, 1398.3 The death of Philip of Artois, occafioned by a wound 
he had received in the battle, of Nicopolis^ having rendered, the office of con- 
liable vacant, . it was conferred on the marefchal de Sancerret. - The relapfes 
of Charles became every day more violent ; and the alienation of his mental 
faculties was.attended with extreme bodily pain. Though viewed; with tender 
compaffion by his people and domeftics, he had become- an objeft of difgufl to 
the queen. About this time flie contra&ed a; criminal intercourfe with her bro- 

ther r in-law, the duke of Orleans, which rendered them both objects of public 

indignation. 

The king's frequent relapfes began to occafion difprders in the government, 
which the jealoufy that prevailed between, the princes of the blood contributed 
to encreafe. Each of them, during the illnefs of Charles, laid claim to the fo- 
reign authority, and they often iffued contradictory orders, which it was im- 



■ 

Rymer Foed. t. vii. p. 846; Walfingham, p. 355. t Chron, MS. B. R. No. 10297 



K k z 



V 

s 

260 HISTORY OF FRANCE!. 

poflible to fulfil. The king, in his moments of corivalefcence, Sometimes coinci- 
ded with one, and fometimes with another. This mifunderftanding occafioned 
divifions among the nobility, and men began to perceive that the difputes between 
the princes would end in the deftru&ion of one of them, if not in the ruin of 
the ftate. The duke of Orleans, fupported by the queen, endeavoured to de- 
ftroy that influence which his uncle, the duke of Burgundy, had hitherto pre- 
ferved. He procured the difmiffion of Arnaud de Corbie, a dependant of that 
prince's, from the office of chancellor, which was beftowed on the bidiop of 
Bayeux. Montagu, who had been difgraced at the commencement of the pre- 
fent reign, was recalled through the intereft of the duke of Orleans, and ap- 
pointed fuperintendant of the king's and of the queen's houfliold. 

A. D. 1399.] While thefe divifions prevailed in the French court, England 
exhibited a more turbulent fcene. The weaknefsVf Richard the Second nou- 
rifhed the ambition of his nobles ; the duke of Hereford, fon of the duke of 
Lancafter, and coufin of the king, was diftinguifhed above the reft by courage, 
prudence, and addrefs. Baniftied by the king for his intrigues, he had taken re- 
fuge at the court of France, and, was countenanced by the princes of the blood; 
he, was, during his refidence in France, maintained at the king's expence, who 
affigned him a weekly ftipend of five hundred crowns of gold. During his ab- 
fence fiom England, the title of Lancafter devolved on him by the death of his 
father. The profusion of the king rendered it pecefTary for him toreplenifh 
/his coffers by means incompatible with juftice ; and he feized the inheritance of 
his exiled kinfman. Henry of Lancafter was connected with the principal nobi- 
lity in blood, alliance, or friendfhip ; thefe confidered the injury as likely to affeft 

them all ; the common people were gained by his courteous manners ; and the 
fpirit of fadtion, which pervaded the kingdom rendered this a favourable con- 
juncture to effect a revolution in the government. 

Richard had embarked for Ireland, to chaftife the revolt of the natives; and 
left his kingdom open to his enemy ; the duke of Lancafter landed at Raven- 
Ipur, in York(hire,~on the fourth of July, 1399, with fixty perfons, among whom 
were the archbifhop of Canterbury, and the earl of Arundel. He was immedi- 
ately joined by the earls of Northumberland and,Weftmoreland*« He took a 
folemn oath that his expedition was only to recover the duchy of Lancafter, 
and he invited all the friends to his family, to affift him in the execution of his 
plan. Multitudes flocked to his ftandard. In a few days he found himfelf at 
the head of fixty thoufand men. 

The duke of York had been left regent of the kingdom, during the abfence 
of Richard ; but his abilities were inadequate to dire (ft government intheftorm 
of rebellion. His connexions, too, with Lancafter, rendered him unfit for the 
difcharge of his office at fo critical a junftnre. The king, on the news of this 
invafton, haftencct from Ireland. At Milford-Haven he difembarked an army 

* Froiffard, torn, ir t ch, 106; Walfingtmm, p. 3j8% 




1399*] CHARLES THE SIXTH. ~ 26 1 

of twenty thoufand men ; but thefe foon caught the general contagion, and de- 
ferted their fovereign. Richard furrendered himfelf to the earl of Northum- 
berland, was conveyed to London, and depofed. Lancafter then, in violation 
of his oath, preferred his claim to the vacant throne j and, though he had not 
even the fhadow of a right, his claim was allowed by the fame proflituted parli- 
ament ; and the ufurper, by the affalfination of his fovereign, quieted his ap- 
prehensions from the companion of a fickle people. 

About this time, died John, duke of Brittany. His death was afcribed to the 
malice of enchanters. The prior of JofTelin and a prieft of Nantes, were ac- 
cufed of having abridged his days by magic or poilbn. The people required 
they fhould be applied to the rack ; but the prieft died in prifon, and the prior 
was enlarged. The conduft of Cliffon made the fufpicions of the public fall 
upon him ; Montfort had no fooner breathed his laft, than he difpatched a mef-. 
fcnger to the duke of Orleans, advifinghim to enter Brittany- with an army, in 
order to take poffeflion of the duchy, and of the perfon of John the Fifth. That 
prince accordingly came to Pontorfon, but the attachment of the Bretons, and 
the fupport of the duke of Burgundy, compelled him to forego his defigns* 
Whatever unfavourable impreffions the conduft of Cliffon, on this occafion, was 
calculated to excite, were fpeedily removed by a fubfequent trait of generofity. 
His daughter, the countefs of Penthievre, on the death of the duke, propofed 
to her father to feize the favourable moment, and to reftore the dnchy to her 
hulband, by privately putting to death the children of Montfort, before the ar- 
3*ival of the duke of Burgundy. Cliflbn, forgot, for a moment, the feelings of 
a parent, and, feizing a javelin, darted it at his daughter. The countefs, in 
endeavouring to efcape, fell down flairs ; her thigh was broken, and her lame- 
nefs ever after attefted her own difgrace, and the fidelity of her father, 

On the acceflion of the fourth Henry to the throne of England, the court 
of France trufted the French ambafTador at London to negoeiate a confirmation 
of the truce concluded during the late reign, while they endeavoured to take 
advantage of the confufion infeparable from a revolution in the government, to 
get poffeftion of that part of Aquitaine, which was flill in the power of theEng- 
lifli. The Gafcons, affectionate to the memory of Richard, who was born among 
them, refufed to fwear allegiance to a prince, who had dethroned and murder- 
ed him. The French court, informed of their difpofition, thought the time was 
arrived for the recovery of a province which they had long confidered as apart 
of the monarchy. The duke of Bourbon accordingly repaired to Agen, where 
he held a conference with the deputies from the discontented tov/ns, to whom 
he promifed, in the king's name, a renewal and confirmation of all their privi- 
leges. The king of England, who was well acquainted with the fpirit of the 
French government, did not feem alarmed at the plans of the court j he relied 
on the divifions which prevailed among the princes and the nobles, and on the 
intereft of the province to give a preference to the Englifh government. The 

event juftified his opinion $ on the return of the deputies to Bayonne, DaXjand 
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Bpurdeanx, fuch of the inhabitants as had evinced the flrongeft difpofition t 
acknowledge the authority of Charles, iuddenly changed their minds, and do* 



en- 



dared their refblution to remain as they were. 

Henry was threatened with an attack from the Scots, who. were fecrctly 
couraged by the promife of affi fiance from France. The French, too, conclu- 
ded a treaty* with Owen Glendour, who had excited an infurre&ion in Wales 



by which they agreed to furnifh him with a fupply of troops, ammunition, ant 
money ; while the channel was filled with French Ihips, which threatened the 
nglifli coafts. When affairs were, in this fituation, Henry lent a ftrongbody 
of troops into Guienne ; and, at the fame time, endeavoured to feenre the at- 
tachment of the Gafcon nobility, by a confirmation of the privileges formerly gran- 
ted to the chiefs of the moft illuftrious families, and by frefli tokens of his libe- 
rality and favour. Gaillard de Durfort, lord of Duras, was created grand fe- 
nefchacl of Aquitaine. Henry could not give a more unequivocal proof of the 
confidence he repofed in the fidelity of the inhabitants, than by the appointment 
of a native to a poft on which the prefervation of Guienne, in a great meafure, 
depended. But, while the E nglifli monarch complied with the iuggeftions ofprti- 
dence, he maintained an appearance of friendship with the French, and recei- 
ved their ambaffadors with peculiar marks of attention. In a ihort time, ple- 
nipotentiaries were appointed, by .either power, who confirmed the truce of 
twenty-five years. A negociation was entered into, at the fame time, the ob- 
ject of which was the return of Ifabella, widow of Richard, and the reftitu- 
tion of her dower and jewels. The anfwers which Henry made to the rcqui- 
fitions of the French court, on this fubjeft, were evafive j and they were, : at 
laft, obliged to content themfelves with the porlbn of the queen, and to refign 
her fortune. Henry would fain have obtained her hand for his el deft fon, but 
his propofals were rejected. * 

The credit of the duke of Orleans had daily encreafed fince he had been ad- 
mitted to a (hare in the government. Placed at the head of the finances, he 
exercifed an independent jurifdidlion, by means of which he brought into his 
own coffers that wealth deftined to fupport the fplendour of the throne. He 
difmifled the Generals of the Finances, and appointed officers to fucceed them 
who were devoted to his fervicet. Notwithflanding the burdenfome imports 
levied on the people, the royal palaces wore an appearance of poverty j and 
the king himfelf was often in want of neceflaries, -while Orleans, mafter of the 
revenues of the crown, difplayed a degree of pomp and magnificence, that ri- 
valled the fplendour of an earftern monarch. But, as the power of the duke of 
Orleans encreafed, his popularity diminiflied ; the people had. expetfed that as 
the kingdom was in tranquillity, fome of the taxes would be repealed ; and the 

. djfappointment they experienced in this refpeft, led them to prefer accuiatjons 



* Trefor des Chartres, , . + Cbambrc des Comptcs, Mem. F. fol. 64. 
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crainft tliofe at the head of affairs, of paying a greater attention to their own 



jazct and the defence of the imperial 
tyrant was checked by Tamerlane, the 



private intereft, than to the public welfare. 

A. D. 1400, 140 1.] At this period, Manuel Paleologus, emperor of Con- 
ftantinoplc, came to Paris, again to animate the French to the encounter of Ba- 

city. But the rapid progrefs of that 
tyrant was wic^cu uy j. amu itiuc, ll^ Mogul emperor, who, at the head of fix 
hundred thoufand horfe, defeated his rival, on the plains of Angouri. Paleolo- 
aus, therefore, was left at liberty to return and occupy Conftantinople. After the 
viftory, Tamerlane and his fon Mirauxa wrote to the king of France, to 'pro- 
pofe a treaty of alliance againft their common enemy, the Turk ; and a plan 
for eftablifhing a commercial inter courfe between their fubjefts. Thefe letters 
are ftill extant* ; they were not anfwered by Charles till the conclufion of the 
year 1403, and the envoys, appointed to deliver his anfwer to Tamerlane, did 
not arrive at the place of their deftination till a fhort time before the death of 
that emperor. 

The contending parties of the two dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, were 
now growing apace into inveterate fa&ions. The former took advantage of the 
abfencc of the latter, who had vifited his Flemifh dominions, to be prefent at 
the marriage of his eldeft fon, Anthony of Burgundy, with the daughter of the 
count of Saint Paul, to feize the abfolute government of the kingdom. The 
duke of Burgundy, apprifeel by his emiffaries of what was pafling at court, re- 
turned as far as Senlis ; but, having there learned that the king had had a frefh 
relapfe, he proceeded no father, contenting himfelf with writing to the parlia- 
ment on the fubjeft cf his complaints, and exhorting them to correct the vices 
which had crept into the government. 

The duke of Orleans, in the mean time, difdained to keep up thofe appear- 
ances of moderation which his intereft had, hitherto, urged him to preferve. 

He impofed a new tax on the whole kingdom, from which not even ccclefiaf- 
tics were exempted. The people exprefTed their indignation at this new inftance 
of oppreflion ; while the clergy refufed to fubmit to it. By this imprudence, 
the duke of Orleans forfeited the efleem and prote&ion of the greater part of 
the nation, and found himfelf obliged to fupprefs the impoft. The duke of 
Burgundy, enraged at the aflertion that he had confented to a meafure fo uni- 
verfally reprobated, juftified himfelf by a public denial, protefting that he had 
refufed his approbation, although he had been offered a hundred thoufand livres 
to grant it. He wrote to the parliament, to the fame efFedl, and prepared, by 
his prefence, to thwart the efforts of his enemies. War was thus declared 
between the rival princes, and troops were levied on either fide. The duke of 
Gueldres, having concluded a treaty with the duke of Orleans, marched to his 
affiftance with eight hundred men at arms. The duke of Burgundy's forces 

* Trcfor des Chartres, 
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were ftill mere numerous ; he was accompanied by John the Pitilefs^ bifiiop of 

Liege, who fupplied him with feven thoufand men. The environs of Paris 
were crowded with troops, while the two princes fortified themfelves in the 
heart of the capital, and the nation feemed to be threatened with civil war, 
The queen, and the dukes of Berry and Bourbon, promoted an apparent recon- 
ciliation between the parties, and prevailed on them to difmifs their troops. As 
foon as the king recovered his fenfes, he convened the council, and fubmitted 
the rival claims of his brother and uncle to their decifion. Though the duke 
of Orleans was fupported by the friendship of Charles, and the intereft of the 
queen, yet, the bad ufe he had made of the power entrufted to him, caufedhis 
pretenfions to be reje&ed. The duke of Burgundy's age, his long experience, 

his reputation, and ftill more the extent of his polfeflions, and the number of 
forces he could raife, tended to juftify the decifion of the council in his favour; 
it was, accordingly, determined that, whenever the king, from, a return of his 
difbrder, fliould be incapacitated from holding the reins of government, they 
fho 11 Id be confided to the hands of his uncle. The duke of Orleans was com- 
pelled to conform to this decree, but he fecretly nourished a fpirit of refentment 
at the preference given to the duke of Burgundy. 

The internal commotions of the kingdom did not prevent the government 
from enforcing fuch meafures as were beft calculated to preferve that degree 
of refpeft which it had long been accuftomed to command from its neighbours 
and vafTals. Since the acquifition of the republic of Genoa, three governors 
had been compelled to quit their ftation, from their inability to eifed therefto- 
ration of order. The count of Saint Paul, had forfeited the confidence of the 
Genoefe, from his difpofition to gallantry. He was fucceeded by the bifliop of 
Meaux, a wife and virtuous minilter who had alternate recourfe to indulgence 
and feverity, but both proved alike inefFe&ual. The city was torn by the fac- 
tions of Guelfs and Ghibelines, nobility and citizens. The bifhop of Meaux, 
reduced, from inability, to the neceffity of remaining a paffive fpedtator of their 
quarrels, at length left this turbulent people to complete, without interruption, 
the ruin of their country. Soon after his departure, the rival parties appeared 
to be reconciled, and a fliort calm enfued ; though, on the arrival of Calville, 
the new governor, frefh diforders began to prevail. An exertion of feverity, on 
his part, united the two factions, in oppofition to his government ; and the oftce 
of Doge was reftored in the perfon of John Baptifta Boccanegra. The gover- 
nor applied, but in vain, for prote&ion to Galleazzo Vifconti, duke of Milan ; 
Calville, therefore, was compelled to retire for fafety to the citadel. The Ge- 
noefe being once more left to themfelves, their divifions were renewed, and their 
animofities revived. Every quarter of the city exhibited a fcene of riot and 
confufion ; the effe&s of party-rage were vifible in every flreet, in the plunder 

and demolition of houfes, and the maflacre of their inhabitants. Such was the 

fltate of Genoa, when the marefchai de Boucicaut was lent thither, as governor 
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with fix thousand troops , His reputation, and his forces, procured him refpe# ; 
he took pofleffion of ail the fortrefles, difarmed the people, and put the doge, 
Boccanegra,.with fome of his affbciates, to death* A propofed reformation in. 
the government met with no reftftance ; the dread of punifhment produced a 
temporary calm ; but the Genoefe, though reftrained for a while by Boucicaut, 
foon returned to their old habits of anarchy. 

A. D. 1402 to 1404-] About this period, Henry the Fourth of England con- 
traded a marriage with Jane, duchefs of Brittany, to ftrengthen his intereft in 
that important province ; but the effe&s of this alliance, which might have pro- 
ved highly prejudicial to France^ by encreafingthe power of her rival, were aver-* 
ted by the duke of Burgundy, who fecured the fons of Montfqrt and conveyed 
them to Paris, 

The king, in his fliort intervals of convalefcence, had the mortification to fee 
his people opprefled by his turbulent kinfmen. To prevent the dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Orleans from again abufing a power which it was dangerous to en- 
truft, wholly, to either of them, he formed a new ftate^counqil, corififting of 
the queen, the princes of the blood, the conftable, the chancellor, and all the 
members of the privy council. As it was fettled that all matters of impor- 
tance (hould be decided by a majority of votes, Charles was induced to flatter 
himfelf, that the public good would no longer be facrificed to private intereft. 

In thefe different arrangements for the adrainiftration of the kingdom, the 
queen was not forgetful of her own iriterefts. Apprehenfive that the fame influ- 
ence which had excluded the duke of Orleans frojn the government, might ope- 
rate ftill farther in favour of his rival, Ihe thought to avert the blow fhe dreaded, by 
procuring a declaration from her hulband, that, in cafe of his death, hislbn (hould 
be immediately proclaimed king, the regency fliould be abolifhed, and the fole 
care of the royal children entrufted to herfelf *; fo that, in this cafe, fhe would 
have enjoyed all the authority of a regent, without aflumirig.the title. The 
queen farther obtained from Charles, a new means of encreafing the number 
of her dependents ; the monarch granted her the power of annullipg, at her 
pleafure, any donations which he either had made or might, in future, make, 
Charles was incapable of foreleeing the confequences of this permiflion, which 
tended to his own degradation, and to deliver him wholly to jthe difcretion of 3. 
wife who was unworthy his confidence- From this moment Ifabella appears to 
have forgotten the duties of a wife and a mother f The king was abandoned to 
the care of attendants, who had no other ftimulus than intereft to incite their 
attention ; and her own children were left dcftitute of every thing, while fhe 
difllpated the revenues of the crown, and the produce of the impofts levied on 
the people. Charles was reduced to fuch a ftate*of depreffion as to be incapable 
of exertion. When apprifed of the fituation of his children, he fent for their 

■ > 
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governor, who confeffed, with tears, that they had often neither food nor cloaths ! 
u Alas !" faid the wretched monarch, u / am no better treated my/elf!" 

But neither the queen's authority, nor the credit of the duke of Orleans 
could prevent the conclufionof a projected alliance between the grand children 
of the duke of Burgundy, and the offspring of his royal nephew. The dauphin 
who had completed his feventh year, and his brother the duke of Touraine 
were betrothed to the two el deft daughters of the count of Nevers, while ma- 
dame Michelle, the king's eldeft daughter, was contracted to the count of Cha- 
rolois. The youth of the parties, indeed, rendered the confumxnation of theft 
marriages a matter of uncertainty ; but they tended to ftrengthen the influence 
of the duke of Burgundy, who had already acquired the favour of the people, 
by his oppofition to thofe imports, which the avarice of Orleans had. led him to 
ex aft. 

Protected by the queen, the duke of Orleans propofed a new tax to the council 
to be levied, indifcriminately, on the whole kingdom. The profpedt of a war with 
England, and the exhaufted ftateof the treafnry, were the pretexts on which this 
propofal was founded. Notwithftanding the oppofition of the duke of Burgundy, 
the edift pafTed, and was rigidly enforced. The produce of the tax was efti- 
mated at eighteen hundred thoufand livres, and, whoever evaded payment, was 
declared guilty of lefe-majefty . This prodigious fum, as foon as collected, was 
depofited in the tower of the Louvre ; but the duke of Orleans forced the gates., 
and feized all he could find. 

At this period, the count of Saint Paul made a defcent on the Englifh coaft, 
whence he was obliged to retreat with confiderable lols ; while the garrifon of 
Calais, extended their incurfions to the frontiers of Artois and PicarcJy, 
and ravaged the county of St. Paul. Thefe attempts of the count, who was 
allied to 'the houfe of Burgundy, excited the refentment of the Englifh 
againft the duke. They, accordingly, attacked the Flemifh veflels, and the 
hoftilities which enfued between the two people, put a total flop to their com- 
mercial intercourfe. The inhabitants of the principal towns of Flanders, mur- 
mured at an interruption, which ruined their manufactories. The duke of Bur- 
gundy left the court, with the view of ftifling the firft fparks'of difcontent. But, 
being fuddenly attacked by a violent diforder, he was. compelled to flop at 
Halle, where he foon expired, in the fixty-third year of his age. He died in- 
folvent ; his goods were inftantly feized by his creditors, and expofed to public 
fale ; while it was found necelfary to have recourfe to a loan, to defray the ex- 
pences of his funeral. The du chefs of Burgundy died foon after her hufband. 

On the death of the duke of Burgundy, every thing appeared to wear a new 
face. The duke of Orleans thought himfelf fore of holding the reins of govern- 
ment, in future, without contradiction ; but he foon found that he had now a 
more formidable rival to encounter. Not lefs ambitious than his father, but 

more vain andenterprifing j pafhonate and in?petuous j implacable in his hatred; 
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hypocritical and perfidious; devoid of all fcruples, exempt from all remorfe, 
and making a jell of religion, in an age when incredulity was not. yet in vogue; 



7 



death 



father, to do homage for his dominions; and he was accompanied by his two 
brothers,. Anthony duke of Limbourg and count of Bethel; and' Philip count 
of Artois, whoalfo did homage for their refpe£Hve appanages*. 

A. D. 1405*.] Meanwhile the queen and the duke of Orleans exerted unlimited 
authority. Princes,, generals, and minifters, yielded to their united power. 
The people, diftinguifhed the queen by the appellation of la grande gaiire. Such 



was the wretched ftate of the, kingdom, when the new duke, of Burgundy, de- 



manded a feat in the council, a privilege to which he was entitled. by his birth. 



D . „ Mar 

dauphin"; and that of his fon, the count of Charolois, with the princefs Michelle. 
This double alliance encreafed his influence : father-in-law to the prefumptive 
• heir to' the throne, he found himfelf in a fit u at ion to difpute the government 
with Orleans, and divide. with him. the fuffrages of the court. 

The jealoufy of thefe princes only waited for a fit opportunity to difplay itfelf ; 
and it fpeedily occured. The duke of Orleans propofed in the council to levy 
a general tax, fuch as had been impofed in the preceding year ; the exhaufted 
ftate of the treafury, and the profpedt of a war with England, were again urged 
as motives for this burden. The members of the council, gave a tacit appro- 
bation; but the duke of Burgundy expatiated on the mifery of the people, the 
vices of the prefent adminiftration, and. the mifapplication of public money. 
He afked for an account of the immenfe funis, which were daily levied ; he offered 
his perfon, his troops, and his nobility, to defend the ftate againft the attacks of 
the enemy ; and protefted, that, if the council fliould perfift in their refolution 
to publifh the edift, his dominions, at leaft, fliould be exempt from it. The 
young duke of Brittany made the lame offers as the duke of , Burgundy, and 
affured the nfiniflers that he would willingly wait for the payment of the fum of 
one hundred thoufand crowns that were due,-, as the portion of his wife. The 

edift, however, parted. The duke of Burgundy was careful to promulgate the 
remonftrances he had urged in favour of the people, whofe idol he inftantly 
became ; and this advantage, which he had the art to maintain, gave him a* real 
fuperiority. 

While the kingdom was reduced to ;wretphednefs v the queen and Orleans 
rioted in luxury. . Moft of the nobility followed this example, and, after a life 
•of diffipation, died infolvent. The duke of Orleans feized for himfelf the govern- 
- ment of Normandy ; but the Normans refufed to fubmit to his authority, and 
told him they would acknowledge no other foyereign than the king. The duke, 

however, applied to Charles, in a lucid interval, to confirm his appointment* 



* Trefor des Ch. Burgund. Lay, viii» No, 4. 
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The affair was fubmitted to the council ; fome of the members ventured to 

objecft the oppofition of the province, and the cpnfequences to be dreaded from 
the difcontent of the people j they told the king that the power of his brother 
was already too extenfive, and that it would be highly imprudent to confer on 
him the government of the mod important province in the kingdom. Charles 
feemed to open his eyes ; he was moved at the defcription of the diforders which 
pervaded every part of the adminiftration. The duke of Burgundy had par- 
tifans in the council, who only waited for this opportunity to declare themfelves. 
The king acknowledged the neceffity of a reform in the government ; the princes 
of the blood were confulted ; the duke of Burgundy was Cent for to attend the 
conference j and the public were waiting with impatience for the effect of the 
projected change in the miniftry ; but all their hopes were fuddenly fruftratcd ; 
Charles had a relapfe j and the queen and the duke of Orleans again feized the 
adminiftration. 

The duke of Burgundy was on the point of leaving Paris, and the king's ill- 
nefs had not made him alter his intentions. But, as he had refolved to appear 
in a fituation to enforce refpeft, he afTembled a body of troops, under pretence 
of reprefling the incurfions of the Englifh, who. had landed at Sluys, under the 
earl of Pembroke. To deceive the queen and the duke of Orleans, he made 
application to them for a fupply of men and money, to enable him to undertake 
-the fiege of Calais. In the mean time he had collected eight hundred men at arni3,. 
and the bifhop of Liege joined him with fix thoufand men. The rendezvous, 
of the troops was appointed at Arras. The duke of Burgundy had advanced 
to within two days' march of the capital, before the court were apprifed of his 
motions. His arrival aftoniftied the duke of Orleans, who found himfelf at the 
mercy of his, enemy. He had no troops to oppofe him j he was confcious that 
a ftrong party was formed in his favour in the council, and that the princes of . 
the blood were difpofed to join him. The Parifians only waited for the appear- 
ance of his competitor to efpoufehis caufer. In this emergency y the duke deter- 
mined to feek for fafety in flight : and, withdrawing from Paris, he haftened to 
Melun ; the queen followed him. Before fhe left Paris, fhe ordered Lewis of 
Bavaria, her brother, to bring the dauphin to her.' She went to Corbeil to 

wait their arrival, and was there joined by the duke of Orleans. 

The duke of Burgundy had advanced as far as Louvres, before he heard of 

' thehafty retreat of Ifabella and Orleans; at the fame time, he was informed 
of their intentions to carry off the dauphin, To prevent the accomplifhment of 
this fcheme, he haftened to the hotel de Sarnt Paul,, where he learned that the 

" young prince and his conform had, notwithstanding their own entreaties, been 

compelled, early in themorning r to- get into a covered boat, which was to coa- 
' vey them to a certain diftance, where a litter waited for them. The duke pur- 
sued the fugitives,, whom he 'overtook at Juvify. After faluting the dauphi% 
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he alked him whither, he was going, and whether he would not return to Paris* I 
The young prince having anfwered in the affirmative, the duke, conveyed him 
back to the city. When the duke of Orleans was informed of this circum- 

ora Corbeilto Melun : whence they ifTued orders 



to all the provinces to levy troops 



of Navarre 



Marche* andmoft 



lity. The people made the ftreets refound with acclamations. The duke of 
Burgundy was hailed as the deliverer of the royal family. He took up his abode 
in the Louvre, in an apartment over that in which the dauphin refided, that he 



eferve him from 



He received the 



thanks of the city, and was entreated to continue his good offices. That fame 
day the parliament received letters from the duke of Orleans, who reprefented 
the conduft of his rival as an infult to the king ; and prohibited the entrance 
of foreign troops into the metropolis. The magiftrates were at a lofs how to 
aft. The regifters of the court, which are ftill extant, demonftrate that the 
views of the rival princes were underftood by the enlightened part of the 



publict. 



nece/Tary meafure was adopted for the defence of the capital. The 



former commotions 



were reftored and placed at the end of the ftreets. The government of the 
Louvre was entrufted to Regnaut d'Angennes, and that of the Baftile to Mon- 
tagu. The care of the daupin the duke of Berry took upon himfelf. Frefh 
troops daily arrived at Paris, which foon contained a body of five-and-twenty 
thoufandmen, independent of the different corps which were pofted in the 



they 



the motives 



of his conduft, and, proteftingthat he did not wifh for a {hare in the government, 
ofFered his perfon, his fortune, and his friends, to afliftin removing the calami- 
ties with which the kingdom was affli&ed ; he declared, that he would never 
ceafe to infift on a reform in the government, till he had accompliftied that ob- 
ject. This declaration proved the infincerity of his previous proteftation, and 
{hewed that he confidered himfelf as arbiter of the ftate. The attachment of 
the Parifians gave him a decided advantage over his rival ; which the number of 



troops that he had introduced into the capital enabled him to maintain. 



Me 



Inn, whither troops flocked to him from the different provinces, fo that he foon 



thoufand men. The 



tervals of reafon, endeavoured to 
were too much enraged to fubmit to conftraint. The duke of < 

■ 
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proached Paris ; a detachment of his army took pofleffi'on of Charenton, and 
every preparation was made for a general action. The princes of the blood 
were aware of the danger, and (pared no pains to prevent it. The dukes of 
Berry and Bourbon, with the kings of Sicily and Navarre, were accepted as 
mediators. After , a delay of two months, patted in continual alarm, peace was 
at laft, concluded at ' Vincennes/ where the queen was prefent. The two 

princes confented to difmifs their troops, and the duke of Burgundy was ad- 
mitted to an equal participation, with the duke of Orleans, in the authority of 
lieutenant-general of' the kingdom. This laft prince referved for hhniclf the 
department of the finances, which was not the im all eft object of his ambition. 

Peace was proclaimed ; and the people, tired of thefe diiputes, rejoiced at 
the reft oration of harmony. The duke of Berry invited his two nephews to 
iheet at the hotel de Nefle, his ufual refidence, where they exchanged embraces, 
and promifes of friendfhip. They carried their confidence fo far, astoflcep 
in the fame bed; a cuftom then in vogue, and regarded as the mo ft infallible 
proof of efteem. 

During thefe tranfacHons, Charles was reduced to a fituation the mod de- 
plorable, from the negleft of his attendants. The princes, bufied in projeds 
of ambition, had become callous to the common feelings, of humanity. At 

length, his fituation was fuch that his firft phyiician apprifed the council of his 
danger, Afliamed of their condudr, they prepared to remedy it. The care 
afterwards taken of him, by degrees, reftored him to bodily health, though his 
mental faculties continued in the fame derangement. 



While 



d 



c 



ould 



afford. The arts of gallantry and magnificence had been exhaufted in the drefi 
of the profligate Ifabella ; on either fide of whofe carriage walked the dukes of 
"urgundy and Orleans, followed by the princes and nobles of the court. This 
proceeded, through immenfe crowds of people, to the cathedral, and from 
thence to the Louvre. The Parifians vainly flattered themfelves that the ac- 
commodation which had taken place between the rival dukes muft prove bene- 
ficial to the kingdom.. They placed an implicit 



duke of Burgundy. By the new arrangement the government of Picardy was 
conferred on that prince, and he divided with the duke of Orleans the produce 
of the fubfidies, which continued on the fame footing as before, 

At this period Oliver de Clifton breathed his laft, in his caftle of Joffelin, in 
Brittany j he left an immenfe fortune, to the acquifition of which he had facri- 



extort reprobation ; his intrepidity in the field gained him admirers in a martial 

age, when valour was an adequate fubftitute for virtue : but his avarice and 
cruelty enlarged the number of his enemies, and left an indelible ftain on W 



memory 
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A. D- 1407.] Though the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, veiled their 
mutual animofity, it was eafy to perceive that their hatred was too violent, to 
fubfift in this flate of conftraint. We are now coming to a grand epoch in the 
hiftory of France. The revolutions which enfued, effected a total change in 
the people, their manners and cuftoms. Blot out forty years from the annals of 
the country, and the fudden alteration muft excite aftonifhment. The civil 
and political adminiftration ; the government ; the laws, the interefts of the 
ftate, the cuftoms, the fpirit of the people, were no longer the fame 5 in fhort, 
fays Villaret*, it was no longer the fame nation. 

The duke of Burgundy, befides a vaft domain, had the fupport of his two 
brothers, whofe property was confiderable, and whofe power extenfive. To 



one of them he had recently enfured the fucceffion of the united duchy of Bra- 
bant and Limbourg. He was father-in-law to the heir-apparent, and had con- 
tracted his eldeft foil, the count of Charolois, to a daughter of the king ; to 
ftrengthen his connexion with the reigning family, he had concluded a marrk 
age between the duke of Touraine, fecond fon to Charles, and his own niece, 
Jaqueline of Bavaria. With the princes, and in the council, he enjoyed a de- 
gree of confideration which -the vigour of his conduit had acquired. By his 

oppofltion to the projected imports, at a time when he had no fhare in the ad- 
miniftration, he had gained the favour of the people. His mind was unimpro- 
ved by ftudy, and, as he had an aukward delivery, forebore, as much as poflible, 
to fpeak in public. The duke of Orleans poflefled all the graces of perfon, 
with a mind embellifhed by wit, and adorned with all the literary knowledge of 
the age. His eloquence is fpoken of in terms of admiration. Liberal, or pro- 
digal ; trifling, frivolous, and inconftant ; he wiflied to unite bufinefs with plea- 
fure. Born with the happieft difpolltion, but left to his own guidance, at an 
age when reafon hadfcarcely begun to aftert her empire over the mind, he indul- 
ged in the gratification of his paflions, which foon corrupted his manners, and 
depraved his heart. He fet an example of licentioufnefs to the whole court. 

Opportunities of difpute could not be wanting between princes who were ac- 
tuated by mutual hatred. The king, notv/ithftanding a determination to remove 
his brother from government, fuffered affection to overcome his refentment. 
He granted to his eldeft fon, the count of Angouleme, who had jufl married the 
young queen of England, widow to Richard the Second, the duchy of Guienne. 
This grant difpleafed the duke of Burgundy, who openly expreffed his difcon- 
tent. Pope Benedict, too, who was a friend to the duke of Orleans, afforded him 
another fubjeft of difpleafure, by depoiing, at the folicitation of the people, the 
bifhopof Liege, a martial prelate, the friend and ally of the duke of Burgundy. 
Every day gave rife to fome new complaint. Whenever they met at the council, 

it was for the purpofe of contradi&ion j whatever was propofed by one being 



* Tom. xii, p, 469. 
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difapproved by the other ; their difputes became more and more violent, and it 



was 



The 



on. Six 



months before the prefent period, the duke of Burgundy had employed agents 



Novembe 



Notre 



and reiterated 



pie. Here he flationed eighteen ruffians, under the conduct of Ralph d'O&on- 
ville. The fecret was fo well kept, that the prince againft whom thefe machina- 
tions were levelled, had not the fmalleft fufpicion of danger. 

The duke of Burgundy, in the mean time, continued his diflimulation ; and 
affeftedto meet the advances of the duke of Berry, who again offered himfelf as 
a mediator between the rival princes. On Sunday, the twentieth of November, 

1407, the duke conduced his two nephews to the church of the Auguftines, 
where they confirmed their oaths of reconciliation. They attended a feaft gi- 
ven at the hotel de Nefle, where they renewed their .promifes of friendfhip. 
They figned an aft of confraternity, accepted the order of knighthood from 
each other, and, before they parted, made proteftations of the ftriftefl harmony 
and concord. Two days after, they again met at the council, 
their profeffibns. The duke of Orleans invited the duke of Burgundy to din- 
ner on the Sunday following 5 the invitation was accepted 3 they embraced and 

parted. 

The day after this laft interview, the duke of Orleans,' having pafTed part of 
the day at the hotel de St. Paul, went, in the afternoon, to the hotel Barbette, 
ahoufe which the queen had purchafed of Montagu, the grand maitre-d'hotel, 
and which was called the queen's private refidence, Ifabella had juft given 
birth to a child* which died foon after. The duke fupped with her; and, about 
eight in the evening, Schas de Courte-Heufe, one of the confpirators, came to 
tell him that his brother wanted to fpeak to him immediately, on bufinefs which 
would not admit of delay. The duke ordered his mule to be faddled, fet out for 
the hotel de Saint Paul, followed only by two efquires, mounted on the fame 
horfe, and preceded by 'four or five footmen with torches. Such of his atten- 
dants as had accompanied him to the queen's, were in no hafte to follow him. 
Though he feldom went out without an efcort of fix hundred gentlemen, he had 
that day, but a fmall retinue, The duke pafTed the confpirators, who were 
drawn up in the front of a houfe above the hotel de Notre-Dame, The horfes, 
on which his two efquires were mounted, took fright, and run away with their 
riders. At that inftant the duke was furrounded by the affaflins, who exclaim- 
ed,. cc Kill him I kill him !" " / am the dukeof Orleans Maid the prince. * So 
** much the better J 7 replied one of the ruffians ; ^ you are the very man I want r 

gqcl with the blow of a battle-axe, he cut off the duke's left hand, which yefte4 

* Mem, de Litt. flegift, du Parity, 
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on the pommel of the faddle. A repetition of blows brought him to the ground ; 
though weltering in blood, he had ftill fufficient ftrength to rife on his knees, and 
parry the blows with his arm ; but a blow from a club, filled with iron points, 
broke his arm* above the elbow. At length he fell on the pavement; when two 
frefh wounds put an end to his exiftence. As foon as he ceafed to move, the 
affaflins held a torch to his face to fee if he was dead. At that moment, a man, 
whofe face was concealed beneath a hood, iffiied from the hotel de Notre-Dame, 
and faid to his afTociates, cc Put oat the lights, and let as be off ; for he is dead. 
This, moft probably, was the duke of Burgundy himfelf. The footmen who 
carried the torches had all fled on the firft attack, except one, whofe name was 
Jacob. This faithful domeftic threw himfelf on the body, received many of the 
blows that were aimed at the prince, and fell a viftim to his fidelity. Such are 
the chief circumftances of this murder, as extratfted from the depofitions of eye- 
witnefies, who underwent an immediate examination*. 

The aflaffins fet fire to the hotel, which had ferved them for a retreat, in 
the hope that the alarm of the conflagration, would favour their efcape. In the 
mean time, the duke's two efquires returned j and the attendants, who had been 
left at the hotel Barbette, haying arrived, the prince's body was conveyed to a 
houfe, oppofite to the place where the murder was committed. The news; 
loon ipread through the town. The queen was immediately carried to the hotel 
de Saint Paul. At break of day the princes afTembled at the hotel d'Anjou, 
whejre the dyke of Burgundy attended. The gates of the town were ordered 
to be fliut, and corps-rde- garde were placed in the ftreets. The body was con- 
veyed to a neighbouring church, where the princes went to fee it. Sufpicions, at 
firft, fell upon the lord of Cany, whofe wife the duke of Orleans had feduced ; 
but on enquiry, he had been abfent from Paris more than a year. The laft duties 
were paid to the duke of Orleans, who was buried at the church belonging to 
the convent of the Celeftines. The pall was fupported by the king of Sicily, and 
the dukes of Berry, Bourbon, and Burgundy ; the laft of whom appeared, and he 
had reafon to be fo, more deeply afflufted than the reft. Lewis, duke of Orleans^ 
left three fons by his wjfe, Valentina, of Milan. By his will, he left to his eldefl: 
ion, Charles, the duchy of Orleans ; the counties of Valois, Blois, and Beau- 
mont ; and the county of Aft and Luxembourg. In this deed, which contains 
a prodigious number of legacies and beqnefts for charitable ufes, the duke ftyles 

himfelf, Lewis 9 Jon to a ki?zg of France, unworthy duke of Orleans. 

Many enquiries had been "made, and feveral perfons examined, on tbefnbjeft. 
of this murder. The provoft of Paris, at length, received information that one 
of the aflaffins liad taken refuge in the duke of Burgundy's palace. He imme- 
diately reported this circumftance to the council, and applied for an order from 
the king, to authorife him to fearch a palace of a prince of the blood. The duke 
Iff Burgundy was confounded when he heard of the difcovery which had v beeji 

* Villarct, torn, xii. p. 477, 478, 479, 480, 481. 
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made. Difconcerted by the provoft's report, pale and trembling, he led the 
king of Sicily and the duke of Berry to one extremity of the council-chamber 
where he confeffed his crime, faying, that the devil had taken him by Jurprife 
and tempted him to it. The duke of Berry burft into tears, and exclaimed, tc Noxv 
" have I loft both my nephexvs !" 

The council affemblcd again the next day, when the duke of Burgundy pre- 
fented himfelf at the door, but the duke of Berry refufed him admiffion. The 
duke of Bourbon, who arrived foon after he was gone, complained loudly of 
the council's negleft: in not having fecured his perfon. On his return home his 
fears increafedj and while the council were lofing time in deliberating, he 



as 



mounted his horfe, and leff Paris, accompanied only by fix attendants. Hew 
fortunate enough to find frefh horfes on the road, which enabled him to reach 
Bapaumes in fix hours. 

< The duke of Bourbon was the only one of the council who had the fpirit to 
propofe that he fhould be immediately purfued, and brought to juftice ; but the 
other members were too weak to follow this advice. The moft faithful fcrvants 
of the duke of Orleans, enraged at their timidity, affembled to the number of 
one hundred and twenty men at arms, to revenge the death of their prince. This 
troop had fcarcely left the city, -.when they received peremptory orders from 
the king of Sicily to return. It is probable, their purfuit would have been fruit- 
lefs, as the duke had fo much the ftart of them. But it is aftoniftiing that none 
of his accomplices fhould have been fecured ; and that, not withflan ding there 
were corps-de-garde placed in every part of the town, and all the gates were 
fhut, they fhould have found means to leave the houfe in which they were known 
to have taken refuge, and to effeft their efcape. The Parifians, attached to the 
duke of Burgundy, openly rejoiced at the death of the duke of Orleans, and 
converted his murder into ridicule. 

In other parts of the kingdom, this event was viewed in a proper light ; it in- 
fpired with horror and alarm all thofe who ftill preferved in their hearts any 
lentiments of affe&ion for their country. The duchefs of Orleans was at Cha- 
teau-Thierry, when flie received the news of her hufband's death. Moft of the 
nobility and gentry who were attached to her family haftened to join her ; and, 
while the princefs indulged the firft tranfports- of grief, they prudently pro- 
vided for the fafety of her children.. Two of the princes were conduced to 
the caftle of Blois ; and the youngeft, the count of Angouleme, was left to con- 
fole his mother. 

Valentina repaired to Paris, accompanied by the count of Angouleme, a 



nd 



the queen dowager of England, wife to her eldeft fon, Charles of Orleans. The 
king of Sicily, the dukes of Berry and Bourbon, met her without the walls of the 
city.. The duchefs and her attendants were drefied in black:: her car was en- 
tirely covered with black cloth, and drawn by fix white horfes.. She alighted 
at the hotel de St.. Paul, where fhe had an audience of the king. When fta- 
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threw herfelf at his feet, Charles, who then enjoyed an interval of reafon, raifed 
her up, and promifed her all the fatisfaftion which fhe was- v entitled to expert 
from his affe&ion and equity. He fwore to revenge the death of a brother whom 
he had never ceafed to love. This oath was renewed, and thefe promifes were 
.rnnfirmed. at a public audience which the duchefs obtained fome davs after : 



mm 



hufband. 

The duke of Burgundy, in the mean time, was preparing to avert the gather- 
ing ftorm, by juftifying the crime he could no longer deny 



care 



to aflemble the ftates-general of Flanders, at Ghent, and to fecure the forces of 



motives 



that province, lie publilhed a maniteito, in which, after explaining his 
for the afiaflination, he exhorted his vaflals to afford him thofe fuccours which 
the urgency of the cafe required. The deputies of the different towns, pro- 
mifed to grant him effectual afliftance againft all perfons, except the king of 
France and his children. He iffued orders, at the fame time, to levy troops, in 



Flemings 



thrown 



The princes of the council, informed of thefe prepa: 
into embarraffment. They found themfelves unprepared to oppofe the fmallefl 

obftacle to the invafions with which he feemed to threaten them. They had no 
troops, andmoftof the towns, difcontented with the prefent minifters, fecretly 
favoured the duke of Burgundy, who had flattered them with the profpeft of a 
happy change, in cafe he fhould get poffeflion of the government; the capital 
avowed its partiality to that prince. It appeared neceffary to negociate with a 
criminal, whom they wanted the power to punifli. The count of St. Paul un- 
dertook to make the firft overtures for an accommodation thus humiliating. To 
preferve the king's honour, at leaft in appearance, the duke was required, by 

an open confcffion, to acknowledge a crime, which it was previoufly refolved to 
pardon ; but even this fatisfaftion, he refufed to grant. The king of Sicily and 
the duke of Berry held a fecond conference with him at Amiens, but were not 
more fuccefsful in their negociations than the count of Saint-Paul : the duke of 
Burgundy remained inflexible, and refufed to repair to court on any other con- 
dition than that of obtaining from the king an approbation of his conduct ; the ' 

two princes delivered the duke's anfwertothe council, but were afraid of ren- 
dering it public, left it fhould encreafe the infolence of th'e Parifians. 

The embarraffment of the court every moment encreafed \ and, to add to 
the confufion, Charles rclapfed into infanity. But he had previoufly holden a 
bed of juftice, in the grand chamber of the parliament. The principle object 
of this affembly'was to provide for the government of the kingdom. In the 
prefent fituation of affairs it appeared too dangerous to entruft the exercife of 
the fovereign authority to any one perfon. It was therefore decreed that, in 
cafe of the king's death or illnefs, the regency fhould be fuppreffed, and the 
kingdom be governed under the authority of the lawful heir, though a minor 5 
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that all the publi'c a£ls fhould be pafled in his name ; and that all ftate affairs 

fhould. be trahfaded by the queen, if alive, and by the prinees of the blood 
aflifted by the conftable, the chancellor, and the wifeft member of the council! 
This ordonnance, by multiplying governors, only ferved, to- multiply preten- 
tions and jealoufies. Authority, thus- divided, loft half its force. 

The duke of Burgundy, had returned to Arras, where lie aflembled frefli 
troops, and advanced towards the capital.. In vain did the king of Sicily and 
the duke of Berry renew their entreaty,, that he would refpeft the laws of the 
kingdom, and duty to* his fovereign ki vain did,they forbid him, in the king's 
name, to enter Paris ; he even reje&ed, with difdain, the propofal, that was 
made him, to appear at. court with a fin all retinue.. This affaffin repaired to 
Saint-Denis,, to perform his devotions.. The du chefs of Orleans*, on. the news 
of the duke- of Burgundy's approach, retired from court. As- the king was 
taken ill immediately after her departure, the enemies of her family afcribed 
his rclapfe to her fhe, therefore, haftened to Blois, and caufed the fortifica- 
tions of that town to be repaired. Bourbon, juftly enraged at the indignity of 

negotiating with an affaffin, refufed to attend the conferences, and retired to his 
appanage. 

A. D. 1408.3 The duke of Burgundy entered Paris, as if taking pofTeffion 
of a conquered, town ; a thqufand men. at arms, in three bodies, attended 
his perfon^ and the reft of his troops were difperfed in the environs of 
the capital.. The inhabitants received him* with joy. He marched through 
the town amid the acclamations of the. populace, who hailed him as a 
prince that came to refcue them, from oppreflion. The troops that ac- 
companied; him. furrounded his palace, which he converted into a kind 
of citadel*- This- guard,, and the fortifications which he raifed, not appearing 
fufficient for his fafety, he built,., within his. palace, a flone chamber, which 
had but one opening, where he always flept. The king,, who, in fome degree, 
recovered his fenfes~.for- a, few days,- yielded to the neceffity of the times, and 
gave him a more favourable reception than he had any right to expeft. • But the 
duke of Burgundy refolved to add to the triumph of crimes j a contempt and 
violation of the mofi facred laws* He required the liberty of juftifying the 

affaflination of the duke of Orleans, which- he had only committed, he laid, 
for the good of the king and the welfare of the ftate- The princes and the 
council, fhuddered at, the propofal. ; but it was thought dangerous to irritate a 
ruffian, who was in actuation rto give laws to hisfovereign, and who might cafi- 
ly be provoked to the commiflion,of ftill greater crimes. 

The eighth of March was the day appointed for receiving this juftification, at 
a public audience held, , for the purpofe, in the hotel de Saint-Paul. The dauphin 
reprefented the king,, who had j\ift had a dangerous relapfe.- The aflembly was- 
corapofed of the princes of. the blood, the prelates, nobility, , chief magiftrates, 

he. univerlity, the provoftof the merchants,, and the principal citizens of Pa- 
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r is. The duke of Burgundy appeared armed, furrounded by a numerous 

guard, and followed by an immenfe croud of the loweft rabble. John Petit, 
a monk of Normandy, undertook his defence, to which, in his exordium, he 
faid he was induced, by the pecuniary obligations he was under to the duke, . 
who had raifed him from penury to opulence. 

He preferred many fcandalous accufations againft the duke of Orleans ; but 
all, as may be fuppofed, foreign from the purpofe : that this prince, had merit- 
ed the fevereft punifliment, will not admit of difpute ; but the fmalleft pallia- 
tion of his rival's infamy could^ not be colledled, from" any fource whatever. 
As foon as the orator had finifhed, he turned to the duke of Burgundy, defir- 
ing his confirmation of what he had advanced, which the duke immediately 
gave ; adding, that he had fa&s of ftill greater importance to relate, which 
he referved for the king's private ear i filence prevailed throughout the afTem- 
bly ; and the members immediately retired. The duke of Burgundy was now 
complete m after of the capital, and his troops kept the royal family in aftate of 
captivity. Every thing was to be apprehended from a prince, who had difplay- 
ed a total contempt of all laws human and divine. The commiffion of one 
other crime would have crowned his afpiring hopes ; and, in the accommodat- 
ing dodlrines he had adopted, he could have found no difficulty in juftifyingany 
deed, to which his intereft urged hint. 

The queen fled with precipitation to Melun, taking with her the dauphin and 
the reft of her children ; (he was followed by the king of Sicily, and the dukes 
of Berry and Brittany. Charles* thus abandoned by his whole family, was left 
totally to the mercy of the duke of Burgundy,, who extorted, from the feeble' 
monarch, an approbation of his- condu<ft. But it was requifite, for the duke's 
purpofe, that this approbation fhould be made public y and, though -it could not 
be done without committing a moft daring outrage on nature, religion, hu- 
manity, and the laws, yet, fiich an obftacle was inefficient to . deter him from 
the accomplifliment of his wifh. When the wretched monarch figned this deed 
of approbation, he had lufficient prefenceof mind to tell the duke, that it might, 
probably ,> not preferve him from the refentment of the parties concerned : to 
which the duke replied, that, fo long as he poftefled the good graces of his- 
majefty, he fhould fear no one* 

The duke,, feized the revenues, in imitation of his predeceflors, and- made no 
better ufe of them. The taxes were all continued, under the fpecious pretext' 
of defraying the expences of the ftate, and of difcharging the king's debts,, 
which were never fo ill-paid. The officers of the houfhold continued- to take** 
corn, w r ine, and other necefTaries for the king's ufe, on credit -> and the venders 
were never fuffered to claim their debts. 

The queen, in the mean time, continued to ftrengthen the fortifications of 
Melun ; while the duchefs of Orleans aflembled the friends of her hotife afc 

&loisr The duke of Brittany, who had followed the queen to Melun, her i>> 
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for a (hort time, in order to counteract the machinations of the countffs of peu- 
thievre; and, after reftoririg tranquillity to his dominions/ he prepared to lead 

a formidable army to her affiftance. 

The duke of Burgundy, though mafter o^the capital, had not troops fufficient 
to oppofe the confederacy that was forming againft him. His brother-in-law 
John; of Bavaria, bifliop of Liege, having been juft depoled by his fubjefts • and 
the city of Maeftricht, whither he .retired, being actually inverted by the new 
bifhop, the duke had an -honourable pretext for leaving Paris. The queen's 
army daily increased ; the troops from Brittany were advancing, by rapid 
marches, to join her ; and thefe forces, united to thofe which the duchefs of 
Orleans and her fons were raifing, might render his fituation dangerous. Re- 
folved on retreating, he exhorted the Parifians to perfift in their attachment ; 
and afRired them that he would ipeedily return, in a fituation to give law to 
his enemies. 

The duke of Burgundy had no fooner left the capital, than preparations were 
made for the return of the queen and her children. The fpeedy arrival of the 
duchefs of Orleans was alfo announced, who had determined to apply to the 
king, to bring the murderer of her hulband to juftice, Ifabella, accompanied 
by the princes, made her entry into the capital, under an efcort of three thou* 
land men at arms, mod of which were the troops of the duke of Brittany. 

murmured becaufe they marched through the ftreets in order of 
battle, with colours flying, a privilege which none but their monarchs had ever 
affirmed. Enraged at the duke of Brittany, they laid a plan for attacking him 
in the night, but their perfidy was detefted, and that prince had time to affemble 
his troops, before the chains were placed acrofs the ftreets. The provoft of 
the merchants was then fent by the citizens to make excufes for their conduft, 
which the duke thought it prudent to accept ; he was careful, however, to 
adopt fuch precautions as were neceflary to prevent any future iurprife. The 
queen, on her arrival, had caufed the keys of the city to be delivered to her: 
Ihe made the troops obferve the ftri&eft difcipline. The next day arrived the 

duchefs of Orleans ; (lie was accompanied by the young dowager of England, 
wife to Charles of Orleans, her eldeft fon ; and a long file of black waggons, 
containing the ladies of her retinue, clofed the proceflion. The princes of Or- 
leans repaired to Paris a few days after their mother, and their prefence revived, 
for a few moments, the general pity. 

The abfence of the duke of Burgundy left the queen at liberty to re-afliime 
/the fupreme power ; but to render her authority more folid, her council deemed 
it prudent to procure the confirmation of it by a general afiembly*. A meeting 
of that defcription, was, accordingly, convened at the Louvre, where thepar- 

liaraient were invited to attend. The king's advocate, John Juvenal des Urfms ? 

* Trefor des Cbartres ; du Tillet. 
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informed the aflembly, that the fovereign power ^ and the abfolnte government of 
the realm*) were granted and committed to the queen^ and to my lord of *Guienne f 
during the king's abfence or illnefs. The firft aft of fovereignty performed by 
the queen and her fon, was the con^ntion of a bed of juftice, cohfifting of the 
fame perfons as had compofed the general^affembly, to hear the juftification of 
the memory of the duke of Orleans. The widow of the deceafed duke atten- 
ded with her fon, the chancellor of Orleans, and their counfel. The abbot of 
Chefy made a long fpeech, in which he refuted all the calumnious accufations of 
John Petit ; he was followed by Peter Coufmet, an advocate, who demanded 
that the duke of Burgundy fhould alk pardon of the duchefs of Orleans and her 
children, in the prefence of the king, the princes, the council, and the people, 
on his knees, and with his head bare ; that this fatisfaftion fhould be repeated 
at the Louvre, in the court-yard of the palace, at the hotel de St. Paul, and 
on the fpot where the murder was committed, that it fhould be publifhed 
throughout the kingdom by found of trumpet ; that the different /palaces of the 
duke, in the metropolis, fhould be levelled with the ground, and croffes raifed 
on the fite, with explanatory infcriptions ; that the duke fhould found two col- 
legiate churches, and two chapels, one at Rome, and the other at Jerufalem ; 
that he fhould pay a fine of one million of gold ; and that he fhould be banifhed 
beyond fea for twenty years at leaft, and be prohibited from ever approaching 
within a hundred leagues of the refidence of the queen, or of the princes of 
Orleans. The dauphin, who reprefented the king, ordered the chancellor to 
affiire the duchefs, that fhe might rely on having all the juftice done her which 
Hie was entitled to expert. 

The court was loth to proceed to extremities againft a powerful prince, who 
ftill, though abfent, preferved his influence in the capital, by the number of his 
partifans, and whofe emiflaries even penetrated into the council ; his wealth, 
and the extent and fituation of his dominions, gave rife to apprehcnfions that he 
might join the enemies of the ftate, with whom, it was known, he maintained 
a fecret intelligence*. . The truce between France and England, though year- 
ly renewed, was ill-obferved, and nothing but a favourable opportunity appear- 
ed to be wanting for an open violation of it. It , was evidently the intereft of 
tliofe in power to avoid a rupture, which would infallibly, be imputed to them. 
Thefe confiderations, however, important , as they were, yielded to the folicita- 
tions of the duchefs of Orleans,>and to the refentment of the queen. 

The court and "council were, indeed, more eafily perfuaded to purfue the 
aflaflin wiih vigour, from the intelligence they received, at this period, that the 
people of Liege were advancing againft him with forces fo greatly fuperior to his 
own, that it was thought they muft inevitably crufh him. The queen, under 

thefe circumftances, conceived herfelf at liberty to give full fcope to her refent- 

* . s 

* Rymer's Fcedra, 
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ment ; Guichard Dauphin, andTignonville were fent to the duke of Burgundy's 
army, to* inform that prince that the kingjgeferved to himfelf the accommoda- 
tion of the difpute which fubfifted between the people of Liege and their bilhbp • 
and to give him notice of the proceeding^commenced againft himfelf. The 



John <jf* Bavaria, his brother-in-laW, he did but 
difcharge the duties of a kinfmah arid ally ; that, with regard to the fuit inftitu- 
ted againft him, he would not fail,, as foon as he ihould have completed his prefent 
enterprife, to repair to Paris, and juftify his condu&to the king. 

While|the court were at a lofs how to adt, intelligence was received that the 
duke of Burgundy had obtained a complete victory over the people of Liege. 
Thirty thpjufand of the Liegois were left dead on the field, and John of Bava- 
ria, being re-eftablifhed in his principality, conducted himfelf— fays Le Gem 
dre* — more like a tiger than a paftor ; for he caufed upwards of three thoufand 

among whom were many women, children, and ecclefiaftics, to be 

either racked, hanged, or drowned. This unexpected event threw the court 

' into a confirmation. .The Parifians, who idolized that prince, took no pains to 
conceal their fentiments ; and any one would have imagined that the vi&ory of 
Tpngres had been achieved by themfelves. The queen and her council had 
fuffered the only opportunity of regaining their affeftions, by the abolition of 
the imports, to efcape ; and the means which fhe npw took of providing for her 
own fafety, by the introdu&ion of troops into the town, encreafed their enmi- 
y ty and rage. A report was induftrioufly propagated, by her enemies, that (he 
* '• meant to take from them the chains which they were accuftomed, in times of 
danger, to place acrofs theftreets, and which. the duke of Burgundy had recent- 
ly reftored to them* 

In vain had orders the moft pofitive been repeatedly fen£ to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, to prohibit him from approaching the metropolis, junlefs he came atten- 
ded only by his ufual retinue ; in vain, too, were inju&ions ifTued to all the 
towns on his road to fliut their gates againft him ; they were alike difregardcd^ 
the duke no longer owned any authority fuperior to his own : fupported by a 
numerous army, flufhed with victory, and by the wifhes of the Parifians, he 
refolved to obey the dictates of ambition. The court, convinced he would 

clefpifc the threats they were unable to execute, refolved to fave themfelves, by 
a precipitate flight, from the neceffity of fubmitting to the domination of a vic- 
torious rebel. V 

The queen had refolved to take her hufband with her ; for - although, fromthp 
ftate of his mind, he was reduced to a mere phantom, yet he was ftill king ; and 
that title fufliced to juftify the proceedings of a party, whp . ajfted under his 
name* Ifabella exerted her utmoft addrefs to conceal her intentions from the 

parifians : and while flie amufed them with exhortations and promifes, fiie hac> 

*Hiftaire d^ France cn fol. torn, ii. p. 5?u 
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the king conveyed on board a covered boat, where {he fpfiedily joined him, with 
the dauphin and the reft of the royal family. The duke of Brittany efcorted 
the royal fugitives with fifteen hundred men at arms, a body fufficiently nume- 
rous to keep the populace in awe ; and they arrived fafe at Gien, a town upon. 

the Loire above Orleans. 

The duke of Burgundy, in the mean time, advanced, by rapid marches, towards 
the capital, though the king's evafion difconcerted his projects. The count of 
Haynaut, his brother-in-law, who accompanied him, advifed him to open a ne~ 
gociation, and offered to go to Tours, where the king then was, and make the 
firft overtures himfelf. He accordingly repaired thither, while the duke purfued 
his road to the metropolis, where he was received by the populace as a titular 
deity* The troops that were quartered in that city ftill obferved fome degree 

of difcipline ; but the open country, over-run by a licentious foldiery, from the 

frontiers of Flanders to the banks of the Loire, experienced the complicated 
horrors of violence, pillage, and murder. The king enjoyed an interval of 
reafon, when the count of Haynaut arrived at Tours. A defign had long been 
entertained of uniting the fecond fon of Charles to a daughter of this prince, 
and the marriage had only been delayed on account of the tender years of the 
parties. The propofals which the count now made, in the name of the duke 
of Burgundy, were favourably received ; and Lewis of Bavaria, brother to the 
queen, and Montagu, were ordered to accompany him to Paris, to fettle with 
the duke the preliminaries of the treaty, the particulars of which had beeu 

agreed on at Tours. 

The death of the duchefs-dowager of Orleans, at this period, tended greatly 
to facilitate the conclufion of the treaty. Valentina terminated, at Blois, a life 
whofe latter end had been empoifoned by excefs of grief, and an impotent de- 
fire of revenge. A fhort time before fhe refigned her breath, flie fent for her 
children, whom fhe embraced with all the warmth of maternal affe&ion ; and, 
carting her eyes on John, the natural fon of her late hufband, afterward fo cele- 
brated under the title of count of Dunois*, flie told him that, of all the duke's 
children, there was not one fo well calculated to revenge the death of his father 
as himfelf. The young princes of Orleans, the eldeft of whom had fcarcely 
completed his fifteenth year, experienced the ill-effe&s of their mother's death, 
in the diminutipn of the zeal and number of their partifans. 

The inhabitants of Paris had fent deputies to the king, tp invite him to return 
to the metropolis, Charles received them with kindnefs, accepted the invita- 
tion they brought, and fent word to the Parifians that he woi\Jd fpeedily relieve 
them from the deftru&ive incurfions of the troops who infefled the environs of 
Paris, and ravaged the neighbouring provinces. In fad:, one of the firft condi- 

This nobleman was the illegitimate offspring of an adulterous commerce between the duke of Orjeans 
and Mariette d'Enghien, wife to Aubert de Cany. 
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tions of the accommodation concluded at Tours, impofed on the duke of Bur- 
gundy the neceffity of withdrawing his forces, and of retiring to his FlemHh 
dominions, till the final confummation of the treaty, which was pofiponed till 
the month of March in the enfuing year. It was agreed, by this treaty, that 
the duke fhould afk pardon of the king, and of the princes of Orleans j and 
that, in order to confirm the reconciliation, the count of Vert us, the youngcft 
of thole princes, fhould marry a daughter of the duke of Burgundy's, with a 
dower of one hundred and fifty thoufand livres, befides an annual income of 
four thoufand. 

A. D. 1409.] The ceremony of afking pardon, for the murder committed, 

took place at Chartres, in theprefence of the king and queen, and of the whole 

court. When it was over, the duke of Burgundy repaired to Paris, whither 
he was foon followed by the king. The people, eager to enjoy the prefcnce of 

their fo vereign, ran in crowds to meet him : Monflrelet tells us,' that upwards of 
two hundred thoufand perfons ifTued from the gates of Paris, on this occalion. 
His return was celebrated by extraordinary rejoicings ; the Parilians flattered 
themfelves that the reftoration of tranquillity would, at length, procure them 
the long-expe&ed abolition of the taxes,, which the duke of Burgundy had given 
them reafon to look for. 

Soon after the king's return, the queen went to Melun, and took the dauphin 
with her, who had juft entered into his fourteenth year. She appeared butlel- 
dom at court, while the king was in pofTeflion of his reafon ; by which means 
the duke of Burgundy was left at liberty to extend his influence and his power.- 
By a fuccefsful exertion of his talents, he recovered the confidence of his uncle,, 
the duke of Berry, and of the kings of Sicily and Navarre. The duke of 
Bourbon was the only prince whofe virtue led him to reject all offers of friend-- 
fliip, and forced him to confider the murderer of the duke of Orleans as the 
the enemy of his country. Thefe fentiments might have proved prejudicial to 
any one but himfelf ; but his fafety confifted in the confideration he enjoyed, 
more from his perfona! merit than from birth.- The' duke of Burgundy was 
careful, notwithflanding, to pay thofe external attentions which it would have 
been dangerous to refule to a prince who was an objedl of efteem to his equals, 
.and of refpetf; to the public - 

The ill fuccefs of an enterprife, which appears to have been hazarded with- 
a view to found the difpofition of the people, on this fubjeft, imprefled, with 

ftill greater force, on the mind of the duke of Burgundy, the neceffity of placing 
a reftraint on his condud: to that prince; Ame, lord of Viry, a captain in the 
fervice of the duke of Burgundy,, having retired to his eftate, on the borders 
of the Beaujolois, had the infolence to fend a challange to the duke of Burbon, 
and to ravage his .domains. The duke immediately afiembled a body of troops, 
and, accompanied by the counts of la Marche and Vendomc, the conftable, and 

Montagu, haftend to reprefs th« incurfions^ of this marauder r The preparations 
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he made were evidently more than fufficient for this purpofe, had he not ex- 
pe^ed that Ame would be fupported. The lord of Viry did not flay to be 
overtaken by the, ftorra which threatened him, but, as foon as the troops ap- 
proached, fled for refuge to the dominions of the count of Savoy, who imme- 
diately furrendered him to the duke, exacting only a promife that no corporal 
puniftiment.ftiould be infli&ed on him. He was imprifoned for a fhort time, and 
then releafed. The duke of Burgundy did not appear to have any concern in 
this affair, though, by the general opinion, it was undertaken at his.inftigation and 
requefl. The minifter, Montagu, by taking a part in this expedition, encreafed 
the rage of the duke of Burgundy againft him, which had been before excited 
by his fteady attachment to the queen, and the concern he had in the eyafion 

of the king and dauphin. The duke, therefore, bent on his definition, took 
advantage of the diforders that prevailed in the finances, of which Montagu 
was fuperintendant, to have him feized and thrown into prifon. His immenfe 

riches were confidered as proofs of his maleverfation in office ; and commit 
fioners, appointed by the duke of Burgundy, condemned him to die, after ex- 
torting, by the means of torture, a confeflion of fuch crimes as they wifiied to 

eflablifh againft him : he was beheaded, and the duke of Burgundy is faid to 
have feafted his eyes with the lafl: ftruggles of his victim. 

The king was in a ftate of infanity at the time of Montagu's execution ; on 
his recovery the news, of his minifter's death both grieved and aftonifhed him, 
but he was eafily perfuaded that the good of the ftate had rendered fuch a facri- 
fice necefTary. Montagu's difgrace was followed by a Ariel inveftigation into 
the other departments of the finances, when many of the officers were thrown 
into prifon, and exorbitant fums extorted as the price of their releafe. The 
next objects of the duke of Burgundy's vengeance, were thofewhohad taken ad- 
vantage of the king's eafy difpofition, to obtain grants of money and land : on the 
reghters of the chamber of accompts at Paris, thefe grants were fpecified — and op- 
polite to them, is written — " He has had too ?nuch^ let him make reflitution" Thefe 
inveftigations, or rather per/editions, were carried on with the utmofljrigour. All 

the officers of the chamber of accompts were fufpended. The duke of Burgundy, 

anxious to court the favour of the Parifians, depofed the treafurers of France, 
and appointed fom'e of the principal citizens to perform the duties .of their of- 
fices. All the franchifes and immunities which had been taken from the city, 
during the former commotions, were now reftored. It was fettled, that, in fu- 
ture, the provoft of the merchants, and all the municipal officers, fhould be elec- 
ted by fuffrages, according to ancient cuftom. The inhabitants were allowed 
the privilege of bearing arms, not only for the king's fervice, but for the de- 
fence of the city j and the power of poffeffing noble fiefs was confirmed to the 

pitizens of Paris. The Parifians fent the provoft of the merchants and the at- 
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dermen to the king, with affurances of gratitude and fidelity, accompanied by 
a proinife never to take up arms, but in obedience to the orders of their foye- 
reign. 

About this time, the Genoefe revolted, and renounced their allegiance to the 
French crown ; marefchal Boucicaut, the governor, was, therefore, compelled 
to return to France with his troops ; as was the duke of Anjou, titular king; of 
Sicily, after an unfuccefsful attempt to recover the dominions bequeathed him 
by his father. 

The duke of Burgundy, ever attentive to the promotion of the projefts he 
had in view, fpared no pains to gain the confidence of the queen-'. He afrefted 
to withhold his approbation from all meafures of confequence which were pro- 
pofed in the council, until he had previoufly made her acquainted with their 
deliberations ; and it was, principally, through his means that a marriage was 
now concluded between her brother,, Lewis of Bavaria, and a daughter of the 
king of Navarre. 

The king, anxious to profit by an interval of health, much longer than he 
ufually enjoyed, in order to fettle the government', held a bed of juftice, at 
which the queen, the dauphin, and the princes of the blood were prefent. The 
count of Tancarville addrefled the affembly, by the king's command, and re- 
€alled to their minds every circumstance which had occurred fince the aflaflina- 
tion of Richard the Second ; the frequent violations of the fubfifting truce, 
committed by the Englifli, as well againft France, as againft her allies, in Scot- 
land and Wales j he reprefented theneceffity and the juftice of retaliation ; and 
concluded his fpeech by obferving, that the king had convened the alTembly for 
the piirpofe of confultation on the meafures necefTary to be purfued, in reven- 
ging fuch a repetition of infults, which were equally injurious to the dignity of 
the throne, and the honour of the nation,. Such a propofal, at fuch a period, 
might excite reafonable apprehenfions that the king'sinterval of reafon was only 
imaginary. To involve the kingdom in a foreign war, at a time when the trea- 
fury was exhaufted, when the people were opprelfed with taxes, and difcordon 
the point of hurfting into a flame,, was furely an ad: that bore the features of 

infanity. 

As foon as Tancarville fat down, the duke of Berry arofe, and refiounced, 
forhimfelf and the other princes of the blood, all profit or emolument whatever, 
as minifters and members of the council. The count of Tancarville then de- 
clared, that the king revoked all penfions and falaries- whatever, and to whomfo- 
ever granted. Thefe retrenchments proved of no. real advantage to the king; 
they only became a fource of patronage to the princes who, being entrufted 
with the reins of government, fought to. arrogate to themfelves the diftribution 
€>f favours. The laft meafure adopted by the afTembly was a. refolution that; 

* Monftreletj Chron, dc France j Juvenal des Urfins 8 f Ibid, Trcfor des Char, ; Du« Tilled 
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the queen, and dauphin. 
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The dauphin, who had butjuft completed his thirteenth year, had neither ex- 
perience nor talents fufficient to guide, with honour to himfelf or advantage to the 
nation, the helm of the ftate. By appointing a council to afliflhim, it was imagi- 
ned, that a competition for that enviable deftin&ion would give rife to jealou- 
fies, cabals, and intrigues ; it was, therefore, determined, that one of the 
princes of the blood fhould be chofen to dirett his condudh 

It appeared natural that the duke of Berry fhould be felefted for this pkrpofe; 
his age, experience, and rank, feemed to give him a decided preference over 
the other princes. He flattered himfelf with the idea that thefe pretentions 
would be deemed valid ; but, when the majority of votes in the council appear- 
ed to favour his wifhes, by a ridiculous affeftation of modefty, he urged his in- 
ability to fill the important ftation they wiihedto allot him, and advifed them to 
chufe the duke of Burgundy, whofe eulogy he. pronounced, though he was 
neither the objeft of his regard nor efteem. He did not expert that the coun- 
cil would take him at his word, and his aftonifhment could only be equalled by 

his difappointment, when he found they accepted his propofal. In vain did he 
attempt to recall what he had faid ; his offer of himfelf was now unanimoufly 
reje&ed ; and he had the mortification to fee the duke of Burgundy appointed, 
by the king, fuperintendant of the dauphin's education ; and the young prince 
himfelf, having been previoufly gained over by the duke, who was his father- 
in-law, exprefTed fatisfa&ion at the choice which the council had made. The 
queen and the partifans of the houfe of Orleans were the more deeply chagrined 
at the difappointment produced by the mifconducl of the duke of Berry, as a 
fault fo effential could not admit of reparation. 

A. D. 1410.]] Thedukeof Burgundy, having removed every obftacle which 
flood in his way, no longer thought it necefTary to keep up thofe appearances 
which he had hitherto preferved ; and Ifabclia, by her abfenGe from court, gave 
him an ample fcope for the difplay of his ambition. He prefided at the coun- 
cil, in the dauphin's name, and no meafure was adopted but by his orders. Eve- 
ry perfon in office, who was fufpedtedof difafFeftion to his party, had been dif- 
miffed ; the king's houfhold, as well as the dauphin's, was filled with his crea- 
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fupplied him with a plaufive pretext for difpofing of the public money. 
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ingfiegeto Calais. A fm all body of troops were accordingly fent into Picar- 
dy, but they Toon returned without achieving any other exploit, than that of 
plundering the inhabitants and laying wafte the province. The 



means, removed, 



and all pretence for hoftility 
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It was not pofliblc that the duke of Burgundy could long enjoy this exceffive 
authority without exciting the jealoufy of the princes who had an equal ri^k 
with himfelf to a participation of the fovereign power, The duke of Berry 
perceived his influence daily diminifh. He therefore retired to his appanage, and 
his example was followed by the duke of Bourbon ; though he Toon after retur- 
ned to court, for a fhort time, on account of the difputes which arofe in Brit- 
tany between the rival houfes of Mont fort and Blois. 

At the town of Gyen, on the fifteenth of April, 1410, the firft of thofc confe- 
deracies which, in the fequel, proved fo fatal to the kingdom, was figned, by 
the dukes of Bourbon, Brittany, and Orleans, and the counts of Alencon, Cler- 
mont, and Armagnac, The objeft of this league was to refcuethe king and the 

nation from the hands of the duke of Burgundy, Each of the confederated princes 
was to fupply his quota of troops towards the iupport of the common caufc. 
Their forces amounted to five thouiand men at arms, and fix thoufand infantry, 
To opppfe the defigns of his enemies, the duke of Burgundy afiembled an army; 
engaged the king of Navarre, and the counts of la Marche and Vendomc, to ef- 
poufe his caufe ; formed an alliance with the king of Sicily, by giving to the el- 
deft fon of that monarch his daughter, the princefs Catherine, who, by the trea- 
ty of Chartres, had been promifedto the count of Vertus ; called his brother-in- 
law, the count of Haynaut, to his afliftancc ; and, in flioi% took every precaution 
which prudence could fuggeft, for maintaining the power he had acquired by 
treachery and murder. With the view to detach the duke of Brittany from 
the league, he fettled his difputes with the hpufe of Penthievre, by the conclu- 
Hon of a treaty advantageous to Montfort. This conduct had the clefired effeft, 

A marriage was concluded between the duke of Orleans, who had recently 
buried his wife, and Bonne, daughter to the count of Armagnac. Of all the 
princes and nobility united in oppofition to the duke of Burgundy, no one evin- 
ced greater zeal than the count. He foon became the foul of the party, and 
had even the honour to give his name to it. He was, after the royal family, 
the mod opulent and powerful fubjedt of France. Sprung from the blood of 
Clovis, his family might be traced to the enrleft period of the monarchy; from 
the princes of the blood to the leaft diftinguifhed among the nobility, everyone 
deemed it an honour to be united to it. Son-in-law to the duke of Berry, father- 
in-law to the duke of Orleans, he pofTefTed the experience which was wanting 
to the latter, and the vigour which the former had loft. Intelligent, aftive, and 
brave, he had every qualification requifite to form the head of a party. But his 
virtues were tarnhhed by cruelty ; in his hatred he was implacable; and in the 
purluit of revenge he was neither reftrained by fcruples nor rejnorfe. 

The florin which threatened the duke of Burgundy was on tHe point of burn- 
ing on his head, when the duke of Berry, who had hitherto preferved an ap- 
parent neutrality, fuddenly withdrew from court, and repaired to Apgcrs ? 
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where all the leaders of the Armagnac party had afTembled*. Never was in- 

furrcftion more prompt, nor more general. From the foot of the Pyrenees to 
the banks of the Scheld, the kingdom was in arms in lefs than a month. The 
troops of the confederated princes haftened from the fouthern provinces to the 
borders of the Loire, ravaging the intermediate country j for pillage always 
formed a confiderablc part of their pay. During the firft fermentation, occa- 
fioned by thefe commotions, the kingdom in general, and the confederated 
princes in particular, fuftained a heavy lofs, by the death of the duke of Bour- 
bon. He defer ved the appellation of Good, which had been conferred on him 
by the unanimous voice of the nation. It was this prince who made the memo- 
rable reply to a ftate-in former, who prefented him with a lift of the faults 
committed by fome of his fubjefts, cc Have you kept a regifter of the fervices 
u they have done ??2ef" lie died at Mount-Lucon, in the feventy-third year of 
his age. The duke left one legitimate child, who fucceeded to the title, under 
the appellation of John the Firft. 

Paris was foon {unrounded by the Armagnacs, and the neighbouring villages 
were plundered by the troops. But, after a fhort time paffed in mutual depre- 
dations, both parties feemed equally difpofed to peace, though their wifhes for 
an accommodation proceeded from different motives. Their forces were faid 
to amount to two hundred thoufand men. 

The conditions of the treaty, dilated by the inability to injure, and the mutual 
defire of deceiving each other, were thefe — that Peter of Naverre, count of 
Mortaing, fhould, alone, of all the princes of the blood, be permitted to refide 
at court; that the leaders of either party fhould immediately retire, compelling 
their troops to obferve the ftrifteft difcipline ; that no one of them fhould return 
to Paris without the king's exprefs permiflion ; that the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy fhould never be fent for feparately; and that all the chiefs fhould 
bind themfelves by oath, not to take the field again till after Eafter, 1412. 
The treaty was figned by all the princes, who fwore to obferve it. The troops 
were difmifed, and, on their return, completed the defolation of the provinces 
through which they pafTed. 

A. D. 141 1.] The people flattered themfelves that the tranquillity thus re- 
ftored would be durable: but the profpeft was delufive. The animofity which 
prevailed between the contending fa&ions was too fierce to admit of a fincere 
reconciliation. The duke of Orleans, ftill eager to revenge the death of his 
father, again applied to the council to bring his afTaffin to juftice. This appli- 
cation being treated with negleft, he declared that he would have recourle to 
arms, and would rejeft all offers of accommodation, fo long as the king fhould 
continue to be influenced by men, who were attached to the duke eff Burgundy. 

The duke farther complained that the late treaty had been violated by the 

£ Monftrclct j Reg. du Parkment* 
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conduft obferved towards des Efforts, who, immediately after his difinifllon 
had received letters-patent from the king, reftoring him to his office. Immedi- 
ately after this declaration the duke flew to arms, and engaged feme of the 
nobility, who had not yet declared themfelves, to efpoufe his caufe. The duke 
of Burgundy alio aflbmbled his troops, and, previous to the commencement of 
hoftilities, manifeflos were ifTued by either party, filled with the feverefl re- 
proaches, and the moft bitter inveftives. The princes of Orleans reproached 
their rival with the murder of their father ; while the duke of Burgundy openly 
exulted in the afTaffination of a man whom he reprefented as a falfe, dijloval 
and cruel felon and traitor, who was unworthy to live ; and intimated that his 
fons, as pofTelTed of the fame fentiments, fhoujd incur a fimilar punifhment. 
The pi-evalence of the Burgundian faction in the metropolis fuperinduced the 
profcription of the Armagnacs, and the beftowal of the government of Paris 
on the count of Saint Paul. But this laft expedient proved highly detrimental 
to the peace of the city. From the different clafles of the people he feleftcd 
thofe who appeared befl calculated to fupport his newly eftablifhed tyranny ; 
and he formed them into a company of five hundred men, on which he beftowed 
the appellation of the royal militia. This corps was compofed chiefly of butchers* 
They foon became the terror of the metropolis ; long accuflomed to fhed the 
blood of animals, in the immolation of human viftims, they only appeared to 
be exercifing their daily occupation. All, who were fo unfortunate as to incur 
their difpleafure, or to excite their avarice, felt the fatal effe&s of their rage. 
Under pretence of profecuting the partifans of the Armagnac party, they made 
no fcruple to gratify their own private revenge. To beftow on any man the 
appellation of Armagnac was to pronounce his fentence of death. The muni- 
cipal body, the magiftrates, the council, and even the court, were intimidated 
by their conduft ; they daily belieged the palace of their fovereign, and fur- 
rounded the courts of juftice ; not an edift could be iflued, an ordonnance pub- 
lished, a law promulgated, nor a regulation enforced, without the previous 
approbation of thefe ruffians. The king's perfon not being deemed in fafety 
at his cuflomary refidence, he was removed to the Louvre. Moft of the great 
towns in the kingdom, influenced by the example of the capital, and opprefled 
by the tyranny of the prevailing fa&ion, exhibited a fcene of violence and con- 
fufion almofl equally dreadful. 

To complete the defolation of this devoted country, the chiefs of the oppofite 
factions refolved to call in the afliftance of her ancient enemy. The duke of 
Burgundy, was the firft who obtained the degrading advantage of a promifc 
from the Englifh court to fupply him with fix thoufand archers. 

The king of England had macje repeated applications to the French court for 
the conclusion of a marriage between a daughter of Charles, and his fon, the 
prince of Wales, which had been conftantly rejected. By an alteration in his 

fyften* of policy, he was now induced to lend a favourable ear to the propotefl 
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of the duke of Burgundy, who offered him one of his daughters for the prince; 
not that either of them, probably, wasfincere in his wiflies for this alliance, 
which could only promote their mutual intereft, fo long as the union between 
them fubfifled, and that could be no longer than the want of reciprocal afliftance 
continued. When the duke of Burgundy fhould have once rendered himfelf 
mailer of the government through the means of his ally, he would naturally 
become the enemy of that monarch to whofe afliftance he had been indebted for 
his fuperiority over the oppofite faftion, which would then be led to apply for 
aid to the fame iburce. Henry had refolved to afford alternate protection to 
either party, always favouring the weakeft fide, by that means to deftroy them 
both, and to involve the nation in their ruin. 

The dukes of Orleans and Burgundy having aflembled their troops, the two 
armies came in fight of each other, not far from the town of Mondidier. That 
of the Burgundians was infinitely fuperior in numbers ; it confifted of three 
thoufand knights, eighteen hundred men at arms, five thoufand archers, four 
thoufand pioneers, and, at leaft, fixty thoufand militia, from Flanders, Picardy, 
and Artois ; whereas the Armagnacs had only twelve thoufand men at arms, 
their infantry having previoufly left them ; but thefe were all chofen troops. 

This grand quarrel now appeared on the point of being fettled by one deci- 
five action, when the time prescribed for the fervicebf the Flemifh militia being 
expired, thofe troops infilled on being immediately difinifled*. By the defec- 
tion of fo confiderable a part of his army, the duke found himfelf reduced to 
the ncceflity of retreating while his rival , inftead of feeking to profit by the 
confufioninto which theBurgundians were necefforily thrown by this unexpected 
occurrence, proceeded to the ifle of France, and inverted the capital. 

The populace, in the mean time, complained of being confined within Paris, 
while the Armagnacs were fuffered to triumph at their very gates. Their feli- 
citations to be led againft the enemy were urged with fuch vehemence, that the 
count de Saint Paul deemed it prudent to comply ; he accordingly made a fully, 
accompanied by des Effort's, the provoft of Paris, with a ftrong body of citi- 
zens, by the gate of Saint Denis ; but, though more numerous than the party 
they attacked, in the proportion of fix to one, they fuftained a total defeat, and 
fled with the utmoft precipitation. 

At length the capital was relieved by the duke of Burgundy, whofe army 
had been rtrengthenecl by the junfiion of the Englifh troops. On his arrival at 
Paris, he publiflied a new declaration, more exprefs and fever e than any which 
* had hitherto appeared, containing an irrevocable profcription of the confederated 
princes and their adherents, and an injunction from the king to his fubje&s to 
take up arms againft them and to purfue them as enemies of the rtate and inva- 
ders of the dignity of the throne. This edid had a fenfible effeft on the Ar- 

* Monftrclet. Chron. dc Flandrea. 
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magnacs, many of whom only waited for a pretext to withdraw themfelvcs 
from the confederacy ; and the duke of Orleans, finding his army diminifli, and 
winter approaching, decamped in the night, and eluded the purfuit of his ri- 
val. The Burgundians, now matters of the field, over-ran all the environs of 
Paris 

inhumanity 



; committed the moft dreadful diforders ; and difplayed the moft flagrant 
lanity in the treatment of their prifoners, The'ftreets were ftrewed with 

dead bodies to which the rights of fepulturc were denied, becaufc they were Ar- 
magnacs, and lay under a lentence of excommunication. 

The Parifians had flattered themfelves with the hopes of obtaining from the 
duke of Burgundy the fuppreffion of the imports, but, inftcad of gratifying their 
willies, he impofed afrefii tax upon the city, from which no perfon was exempt. 



f the officer 



of the different courts of juftice, andwhich amounted to four thoufand crown 
Soon after this period, the earl of Arundel was recalled, with the forces under 
his command, which deprived the duke of Burgundy of fix thoufand of hisbeC: 
troops, and reduced him to the neceflity of fulpending hoftilitics till the enuring 
fpring. 

A. D. 141 2.] During thefe tranfa&ions, the Armagnacs had aflembled at 




been taken from the Englifn, fince the treaty of Brittany. On thefe conditions 
Henry agreed to fend one thoufand men at arms, and three thoufand archers, 
to their afli fiance. 

The duke of Burgundy, anxious to prevent the junction of theEnglhh troops 
with the Armagnacs, opened the campaign early in the fpring; and, in order to 
enfure fuccefs to his operations, he placed the king at the head of his army. 
After he had reduced feveral places of little importance, he inverted the town 
of Bourges, which wasfo vigoroufly defended by the duke of Berry, that, after 
the fiege had continued a month, not the fmalleft impreflion was made on the 
place. But a. want of provifions, at length, induced that prince to propofe 
terms of accommodation, which werie rejected by the duke of Burgundy, who 
infifted, that he fhould furrender at difcretion. Some of the chiefs of the party 
intimated to the dauphin, that the duke of Burgundy, to gratify his rage and 
ambition^ facrificcd the welfare of the ftate, expofed the king's perfon, and ru* 
ined the fineft provinces in the kingdom ; that the province of Berry, which 
was now the theatre of war, muft foon revert to the crown, by the death of 
the duke, who was advanced in years ; and that, therefore, it might juftly be 
faid, the king was laying wafte his own territories : that the army was daily di- 
ininifliing from a dearth of provifions ; and that the difpleafureof heaven, at an 

unjuft and barbarous war, appeared to be manifefted in the prevalence of an 
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epidemic diftempcr, of which fcveral noblemen, and upwards of twelve hundred 

knights, had already died. ^ m 

Thefe representations made a deep impreflion on the young prince, who be- 
gan to open his eyes to the conduft of his father-in-law. The firft effeft of this 
change in his fentiments was a prohibition to the artillery-men to damage the 
buildings of the town, under pain of death. The duke of Burgundy, furprk 
fed at fuch an order, attempted to remonftrate with the dauphin ; but that prince 
frankly told him, that he was refolved to put an end to a war which tended 
to ruin and depopulate the kingdom. The duke, thus reduced to the nc- 
ceffity of diiTembling, acknowledged the juftice of his remarks, and immediate- 
ly renewed the negociations. After fomc altercation, the principal articles 
were fettled. The dukes of Berry and Burgundy had an interview, at which 
they were both armed, though feparated by a barrier. iC Fair nephexv" faici 
the former, when your father -was alive there was no necejjityfor a barrier between 
cc us !" The latter replied, " It is not placed here, my lord, on my account l" As 
their attendants flood at foine diflance, the particulars of the conference did not 
tranfpire. The treaty was figned foon after, and Auxerre. was the place ap- 
pointed for a meeting of the princes in order to ratify it. 

The treaty was no fooner completed, than the promifed fuccours from England 
arrived at laHogue, in Normandy. Some days elapfed before the Englifh were 
apprifed of the pacification of Bourgcs; but, as foon as they heard of it, they 
fpread defolation over the whole country, till induced to defift, by an offer from 
the duke of Orleans, who promifed, on their retiring into Guienne,to pay them 
two hundred and twenty thoufand crowns* ; and he delivered his brother, the 
count of Angouleme, as an hoftage for the performance of his promife. One 

half of the money was to be paid by the king. 

Moft of the princes, and the principal nobility of the kingdom, aflembled at 
Auxerre, for the purpofe of ratifying, by their oaths, the conditions of the trea- 
ty figned at Bourges. The duke of Orleans was accompanied by two thoufand 
men at arms : the neceflity of ib numerous a retinue is thus explained by con- 
temporary hiftorianst. * 

The duke of Burgundy, at a private conference with des Efforts and Jaqtie- 
ville, had told thofe minifters, that he had fixed upon Auxerre for his interview 
with the princes, as a place well calculated for the accomplifhment of a fcheme 
which he had formed for maflacring the dukes of Berry, Orleans, and Bourbon, 
and the count of Vertus, in order to get rid of all his enemies at a fingle blow, 
Des Efforts j was unable to conceal the horror he experienced at fuch apropofaL 
He ventured to reprefent to the prince the eternal difgrace he rauft inevitably 
•incur, if, after facrificing the father to his rage, he fhould extend the fatal effefts 

i 

, * Villaret, t. xiii. p. 221- — but theEnglifh hittorians differ as to the f u'm y which they make amount to 
turn hundred and twenty thoufand crowns. See Walfingham, p. $Sz } and Ofterbournc, p. 271557?, 

+ Juvenal des Urfinsj Chrnn.de France 5 Chron, de St, Denis, 
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of his indignation to the children, and to the other princes of the blood. The 
duke was thus forced to abandon his defign, and his refentment againft des Efforts 
was the more violent, as, by entrufting him with a fecret of this nature, he had 
reduced himfelf to the necellity of being circumfpeft in his conduit towards him. 
The provoft, who knew him too well to be deceived by an appearance of cor- 
diality, refolved to be conftantly on his guard againft the machinations of a 
prince whofe hatred was implacable, and he fecretly apprifed the duke of Or- 
leans, and the other princes of the blood, of the danger that threatened them. 

The congrefs of Auxcrre, at which the dauphin prefided, was numeroufly at- 
tended. The conditions of the late treaty were read, and all the parties took a 

folemn oath to enforce their obfervance. The project of a marriage between 
the count of Vertus and one of the daughters of the duke of Burgundy, which 
had been fettled by the treaty of Chartres, was now renewed ; a mutual pro- 
mife to bury in oblivion all paftanimofitics was made ; and both parties renounced 
all alliance or connection with England. 

The duke of Burgundy had now become abfolute mafter of the government. 
But we have already obferved, that the dauphin was difcontented with his con- 
duct, during the ficge of Bourges. He was aware, that all thofe meafures 
which tended to affed the ftability of the throne were aimed at himfelf. The 
duke of Burgundy, too, took no pains to conceal the natural pride and feverity 
of his temper flnce the fuccefs of his plans had apparently eftablHhcd his au- 
thority on-afolid foundation. 

Thefe firft fymptoms of coolnefs were perceived by the public foon after the 
reconciliation of the princes. The dauphin reftored young Montagu to the office 
of chamberlain, and to a part of his father's property. The memory of that 
minifter was, at the fame time, cleared from the infamy which the laws exten- 
ded to his pofterity. The dauphin publicly declared that the execution of Mon- 
tagu had greatly difpleafed him. 

Since the death of the duke of Orleans, no lefs than three treaties had been 
ligned for the purpofeof terminating thofe fatal diifentions which caufed the de- 
viation of the kingdom ; but thefe attempts all proved fruitlefs. The treaty of 
Bourges was no fooner figned, than a thoufand difficulties occurred to impede 
its execution. The Armagnacs claimed, agreeably to the terms of the treaty, 
all the offices of which they had been deprived, and all the property of which 
they had been robbed ; but thofe wlio were in pofleffion of their places and es- 
tates refufed to refign them. A thoufand pretences were invented to elude de- 
mands that were founded in juftice. Even the king's orders were difobeyed ; 
and the claimants, tired out with fruitlefs applications and unfuccefsful purfuits, 
were, at length, conftrained to give up thofe advantages which they had expefted 
to reap.from the treaty. The king, at the felicitation of the duke of Burgundy 
convened a general affembly, for applying a remedy to the diforders which pre- 
vailed in the adminiftration. Every body agreed as to the neceffity of a reform \ 
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but thofe who were loudeft in calling for it, were not the mo ft {ulcere in their 
willies to obtain it. The affembly was opened by a fpeech from the chancellor 
of Guienne, in which he explained the a&ual fituation of France. After dwel- 
lings for fomc time, on the evils occafioned by the civil war, he pointed out the 
neceffity of an union between the princes and nobility, to repel the attacks of the 

Englifh, who had recently ravaged the Boulenois, and extended their incurfions 
to the frontiers of Picardy. The chancellor concluded by calling upon the three 
orders to unite in defence of the kingdom by a general contribution. 

A monk, named Euftache de Pavilly, a do&or of divinity, was ordered to 
draw up a circumftantial account of the vices in the adminiftration, and of the 
means of removing them. The affembly was then adjourned to a future day, when 
the monk's memorial was publicly read. The exordium contained fome indi- 
rect complaints againft the abfent princes ; but the chief objeft of the work was, 
to arraign, in the fevereft teims, theprefent adminiftration, and to offer a new plan 
of economy, to be obferved in future. To prove the truth of what he afTerted, 
Pavilly required that a ftrift inveftigation might take place ; that an enquiry 
fhould be made as to what property the generals and the fovcreignmafter of the 
finances poflelfed, when they entered into office ; what falaries they had received, 
what they had expended, what they were now worth j what eftates they had 
purchafed, and what houfes they had built. 

Of all the minifters who were noticed in this memorial, none were fo highly 
cenfuredas des Efforts ; his name was mentioned in every page, and every fpe- 
cies of peculation was imputed to him. A deficiency of four millions of livres 
appeared in his accounts, but it was generally believed that he had given the 
money to the duke of Burgundy, and that the dread of incurring the indigna- 
tion of that prince prevented him from juftifying himfelf. From this memori- 
al it appeared, that the expences of the king's houfhould, which, under the pre- 
ceding reign, had never exceeded ninety-four thoufand livres, amounted, under 
Charles the Sixth, to four hundred and fifty thoufand. The fa<ft is, that the 
nation was fo dreadfully oppreffed by the multiplication of imports, that the 
people were reduced to a ftate of wrctchednefs the moft abjeft, while the king 
was kept almofl without the necefTaries of life ; the colle&ors of the revenue, 
and the minifters of the finances prefented falfe accounts, and contrived to (well 
the expences of thehoufliold, paying nobody, and appropriating the money they 
received to their own ufe. The memorial finiftied with a pompous eulogy on 
the zeal and ferviccs of the duke of Burgundy. 

Many of thofe who were concerned- in the adminiftration of the finances 
were feized and thrown into prifon ; fome fled for refuge to the churches ; but 
moft of- them agreed to purchafethe forgivenefs of their crimes, and the money 
they advanced for that purpofe was feized by thofe who procured their pardon. 
Des Efforts was compelled to quit Paris in difgrace, and to repair to Cherbourg 
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oi; which he was governor. Le Baudran de la Heufe was appointed to fuccccd 
him in the office of provoft of Paris. 

The dauphin, in the mean time, began to fhow his difpleafure at the exceffivc 
authority afiumed by the duke of Burgundy. John de Ncele, chancellor to 
the dauphin, who had been promoted to that dignity by the duke, had a violent 
difpute in the council with the king's chancellor, whom u ~ : « r - 1 *— 1 ~- 
ly. The dauphin, happy in an oppor 



him 



no farther occafion for the fervices of a man who had dared to infult the kin 
chancellor, in his prefence. The duke of Burgundy in vain endeavoured tore- 
Aore John de Neele to his former dignity. The dauphin remained inexorable, 
and totally difmiffed him from his fervice. The young prince's defire of taking 
the government into his own hands daily encreafed ; and thofe who were about 
hisperfbn, aware of his inclination, were careful to encourage it. Theobjcft 
of his attempts was generally the mortification of his father-in-law. The mo- 
tives of his conduct were too evident to efcape the penetration of the duke of 
Burgundy, but, more politic than the dauphin, he difguifed his fentiments, and 
iecretly adopted meafures for maintaining that power which the prince was anx- 
ious to wreft from his hands. - 

A. D. 14:13.] During thefe tranfaftions, des Eflarts, fecure in the protec- 
tion of the dauphin, had returned to Paris, and taken pofleffion of the Baftillc*. 
A report was fpread through the city, that a defign was formed to carry off the 
dauphin, with his own content; that des Efforts had orders to wait for him, 
with fix hundred men at arms, at Vincennes, whither he was to repair under pre- 
tence of aflifting at a tournament ; that the princes of Orleans had troops m 
readinefs to enfurefuccefs to the cnterprile, and to bring back the prince to Paris 
in a fituation that would enable him to give law to his enemies. The duke of 
Burgundy, thinking diflimulation no longer neceflary, threw ofFthemafk, aflem- 
bled his partifans, while the corps of butchers and other men of blood excited an 
infurre&ion of the people, and, haftening to the Baftille, compelled des Efforts to 
furrender himfelf to the duke of Burgundy, who pledged his word that no infult 
nor injury fhould be offered him 

Inflated by the fuccefs of their firft attempt, this rabble next repaired to the 
dauphin's palace, and, breaking open the doors, forced a way into his apartment. 
The leaders of the rebels infilled that the traitors who furrounded the prince 
fhould immediately be delivered into their hands ; and they threatened, in cafe 
of a refufal, to feize and maflacre them in his prefence.. The duke of Burgun- 
dy came in the midft of the tumult, accompanied by the duke of Lorraine, to 
enjoy his triumph., Notwithftanding the threats and refinance of the prince, 

* Monftrclcti Juvenal des UrSns.; Chron. de Saint Denis ; Chron. MS. ; Hiftoirc de-la Villc de Pa- 

m\ Regift. du Parlcment^ 
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this imperious rebel, and his profligate aflbciates, feized the duke of Bar ; John 

cle Vailly, his new chancellor ; the lords of la Riviere, Marcoignet, Boiflay, 
and Rambouillet, and feveral other officers of his houihold, who were immedi- 
ately conveyed to the duke of Burgundy's palace, and confined; fbme of them, 
indeed, were maflacred on the road. The rebels next iummoned the duke of 
Burgundy to give up des Efforts ; and that miniftcr was transferred to the Cha- 

telet. * 

From this moment, the dauphin was kept a clofc prifoner in the hotel de Saint 

Paul, and, fuch was the vigilance of the mob, that it was not ppflible for him to 
effeft his efcape. In a few days after the firft infurredtion, the infurgents, un- 
der the conduct of their leaders, repaired to the palace, where the princes. were 
aflembled ; and, after pointing out the numerous abufes in the government, the 
immediate corre&ion of which they demanded, in a tone of authority, they pre- 
fented a lift of profcription, which they compelled the dauphin to receive* 
This lift contained the names of fixty perlbns, twenty of whom, being prefent* 
were inftantly arrefted, and conveyed to prifon. Thole who were abfent were 
cited to appear by found of trumpet, and, in the mean time, the gates of the ci- 
ty were {hut, and corps-de-garde pofted in every ftreet. 

They returned, foon after, in great numbers, and, having fecured the three 
towers of the palace, compelled the king to give them an audience. Pavilly 
pronounced a ftudied harrangue, taking fpr his text — Nijl Dombius cuftodierit ci- 
vitatsm, fruftra vigilat qui cuftodit ea??2. — When he had finifhed his Ipeech, the 
chancellor afked him, by whofe orders he had dared to bring his reprefentations 
to the foot of the throne. The orator immediately turned to the provofl of the 
merchants and the aldermen, whom the people had forced to accompany them, 
as if to afk their approbation of his conduftj but thefe municipal officers, equal- 
ly fearful of offending their fovereign, and of becoming victims of popular fu- 
ry, fpoke fo low as to be wholly unintelligible. Some of the rebels then went 
down to the palace yard, which was filled with the mob, and deilred their con- 
firmation of all that Pavilly had advanced. A party of them immediately rufli- 
ed into the royal prefence, and told the king, that the monk had explained the 
real fenthnents of the people, who were refolved not to difperfe till a certain 

number of perlbns, whofe names they prefented in a new lift, were delivered up 
to them , 

The duke of Burgundy, aifected to*remonftrate with the people on the impro- 
priety of their conduct. He reprefented to them that the king, having but lately 
recovered his health, the agitation of his mind, on fuch an occafion as the pre- 
fent, might, probably, caufe a relapfe. They replied, that they only came for 
the good of the king and his kingdom, and protefted, that nothing fhould induce 
them to change their refolution. The duke returned with this anfwer, and de- 
fired that the lift which the infurgents had prefented, might be read. At the 
head of it was Lev/is of Bavaria, the queen's brother ; with the archbifhop of 
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Bordeaux; the chancellor; the treafurer of Aquitainc; the queen's" confelfor • 
feveral other noblemen and officers, and about twenty ladies in the fervice of the 
queen and the dauphinefs* Theobje&s of their profcription werefeized ami 
without difiinftion of rankorfex, chained two by two, and conduced to priion ! 
Moft of thefe captives were conveyed to the Conciergerie ; and the king was 
obliged not only to name twelve commiffioners to try them, but to iffue letters 



mob 



xpreffin 



It is impoffible for the human imagination to conceive diforders more dread- 
ful, and cruelties more horrid, than thole which were now daily committed in 
the metropolis of France. Numbers of men and women were hourly com- 



mitted 

vailing faction. No 



who had been lei- 



zedby the mob, at the palace, were thrown into the river during the night, or 
elfe privately maffacred in their dungeons. 

The duke of Burgundy, the chief promoter of thefe troubles, was not him- 
felf exempt from inquietude. In the tumult and confulion which prevailed in 
the city, every thing was to be feared from the mob ; a blind monller, capable 
of facrificing, in the height of its infenfate rage, the man who lets it loofe and 
excites it to action. Having once fet the machine in motion, he wasfoon con- 
vinced of his inability to direA it at his pleaiure. Every day the infurgents 
compelled the* council to aflent to the abolition of old laws, or the adoption of 
new ones. Des Eflarts was (till kept in confinement, though, he flattered himfelf 
with the hopes of a fpeedy releafe*. He fufFered decapitation; his head was 
ftuck on a lance.. 

The dauphin, reduced to defpair, had applied to the leaders of the Armagh 
nacs to releafe him from the perilous fituation in which he was now placed, 
He had made feveral fruitlefs attempts to elude the vigilance of his guards, who 



as well by 

ho ftill re- 



liever loft fight of him for a moment. Th 

Lis party received regular information of the proceedings at Paris, 
letters from the dauphin, as by the means of the duke of Berry,, w 
mained at court. After feveral conferences between themfelves, and after fe- 
veral meflages received from the king and the dauphin, it was at length agreed, 
that ambafladors fhould be appointed by either party, to terminate, by a defi- 
nitive treaty, the objects of conteftation which had occurred fince the peace of 



Auxerre. 



The plenipotentiaries accordingly met at Fontoife, and the duke of Burgundy 
was even obliged to fend deputies in his own name, being unwilling to complete 
his dishonour by openly oppofing a reconciliation, which was meant to reiiore 
tranquillity to the kingdom ; perhaps, too, he flattered himfelf with the hopes 
that the leditious populace of Paris would prevent the king and the dauphin 

* Monftrelct; Juneyal des Urfos; Chron; MS. Reg. du Parlement ; Antiquitcs de Paris: Hiftoa* 
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from accepting the propofals, and by that means raife up an invincible obftaclc 
to the projedted accommodation: in a few days the treaty was reduced into form, 
and contained, in fubftance, apromife, on the part of the princes, confirmed by 
their oaths, to preferve aftrift harmony and good underftanding with each other, 
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to confign to oblivion all paft injuries. \ 

This plan of accommodation was fent by the king to the parliament, who were 
ordered to deliberate on the propriety of accepting it. The rebel chiefs now- 
made a laft effort, by repairing to the hotel de Saint-Paul, and infifting, in a 
tone of infolence, that the articles of the treaty fhould be fubmitted to their in- 
fpe&ion. Meeting with a refufal, they rc-affembled on the following day, and 
feized the town-houfe. But although they were formidable from their numbers, 
and had come to an unanimous determination, that the treaty fhould be imme- 
diately difcuffed by tbemfehes, in order to fruftrate every attempt at accommoda- 
tion, yet they could not prevent the adoption of a more juft and eligible mode of 
decifion by a plurality of fuffrages, to be colle6ted by the officers of the different 
diftri&s. This was a fatal blow to the . Burgundian fa&ion. Three thoufand Bur- 
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denceof the duke of Burgundy, who wasconfeious that they muft be fooa over- 
powered, repreffed their zeal ; and peace was publicly proclaimed, at the 
town-houfe, amidft the acclamations of the multitude. . The government of 
Paris was reftore d to the duke of Berry ; the dauphin referred the command of the 
Baftille for himfelf, having appointed the duke of Bavaria his lieutenant j and the 
duke of Bar was made captain of the Louvre. It was publickly reported, and 
generally believed, that thefe two noblemen were to have been brought to the 
fcaffbld, the very next day. The brother of John de Troye, an aftive and dan- 
gerous rebel, was feized" and executed. In his houfe was found a lift of pros- 
criptions*, by which no iefs than fourteen hundred perfons, with their families 



were doomed to die. 



of the treaty of Pontoife 



none of the princes fliould enter the metropolis ; but the duke of Burgundy had 
no fooner retired than the king of Sicily, the dukes of Orleans, Bourbon, and 
Alen^on, and the count of Auxerre, arrived at Paris. We muft obferve, 
however, that the recent conduct of the duke of Burgundy was fuch, as fully au- 
thorized this apparent violation of the agreement. All the officers and minifters, 



f This fanguinary lift was divided into three parts. Such ns were deltined to bemaflacred, were 
difignatedby a T, (for Tues, killed) placed oppofite to their names ; thofe who were to be banifhed 
were marked with a B ; while an R pointed out fuch perfons as were to be fuffered to efcape on paying 
a ranfom. Juvenal des Urfins. 
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who had been indebted for their promotion to the protection of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, were now deprived of their places. 

Charles d'Albret, on his return to Paris, was reftored to the dignity of confta- 
ble,. though the count of Saint- Paul* by the advice of the duke of Burgundy, 
refilled to give up the fword of office. Clagncnt de Brebant was alfo reinftated in 
his pofu of admiral of France. The duke of Burgundy, in the mean time, was pre- 
paring to repair the difgrace he had recently fuftained. He had written fevcral 
letters to the king, alluring. him that his precipitate retreat was folely influenced 
by the fituation of his. domeftic affairs, which required his immediate pre fence in 
Flanders : he renewed his proteftations of attachment to the monarch, and of 
zeal for the welfare of th<? ftate 3 and farther expreffed his fixed refolution rigidly 
to abide by the conditions of the late treaty. But while he made thefe profeflions,. 
he was engaged in aflembling all his forces, both in Burgundy and the Low 
Countries. The ftates of Artois voted him a fupply fimilar to that which the 
king annually levied on his fubje&s ; he had opened a negociation with theEng- 
lifh court; and {till carried on a fecret correfpondence with his partizansat Paris, 
many of whom, by difguifing their fentiments, had eluded the vigilance of the 
oppofite party. The court of France could not be ignorant of his intentions} in- 
deed he took no pains to conceal. them, for ambaiTadors having been lent to him 
by the king, to demand the reftitution of Cherbourg, Caen, and Crotoy } which 
he fti.ll kept in violation of the late treaty, and to forbid him to form an alliance 
with England, he difmifTed them in a difdainful manner; when they obtained an 
audience at Lille, where the duke then was, he did not deign to give them an 
anfwer, ■ but calling for his boots, immediately mounted his horfe, and fet out 

for Oudenarde. Some time after, he fent a herald to juftify his cenduft, but 
the king's minifters very properly interfered, and prevented him from fubmitting 
to the degradation of a reply. 

A. D. 1414.] During thefe tranfa&ions,- the dauphin evinced a ftrong defire 
to take the reins of government into his own hands forgetful of the injuries he 
had fuftained and the infults he had experienced from the duke of Burgundy and 
his adherents, he wrote to that prince in terms of afre£Hon, urging him to repair 
to Paris, with a fufficient guard to fecure his perfon from infulc. This letter was 
dated in the month of December, 1413. In the following month the queen, 
accompanied by the king of Sicily, the dukes of Berry and Orleans, and other 
princes of the blood, went to the Louvre, where the dauphin then was, and, in 
his ptefence, feized four noblemen belonging to his court*. The dauphin highly 
refented this exertion of authority, and even attempted to call the people to his 
affiftance, but he was prevented by the princes. Of the four captives, three, the 
lords of Moi, Brimeu, and Montauban, were releafed, after a confinement of a 



* Chrcn. MS. Juvenal des Urfins, Monftrelet. Hifloire de Paris. 
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few days, on a promife never more to approach the perfon of the dauphin. John 
de Croi, the fourth, was refcued from his guards. 

The dauphin enraged at this detection of his duplicity, fent letter after letter 
to the duke of Burgundy, requefting he would haften to releafe him from the 
captivity in which he was holdcn. The duke fpeedily colledbed a formidable 
body of troops ; and advancing as far as Dammartin, extended his incurfions to 
the gates of the metropolis. 

As foon as the princes and the council were apprized of his approach, they 
reviewed their troops, which confided of eleven thoufand men, and divided 
them into three bodies. All the gates of the town, except two,, were kept 
conftantly ihut. The duke of Burgundy, in the mean time, continued his 
march to Saint-Denis, where he was received, on a promife, which he imme- 
diately broke, to do no injury to the inhabitants. His forces confifted of two 
thoufand men at arms, and three thoufand archers, a number wholly infufficient 
to attempt the reduction of the capital s but he had greater dependence on the 
attachment of the Parifians, than on his own ftrcngth. He fent a herald with 
letters to the king, the dauphin, and the citizens, who was immediately difmifle^ 
by the count of Armagnac. The duke then advanced to the gate of Saint-' 
Euflache, where he drew up his men in order of battle, hoping the populace 
would make fome diverfion in his favour; but the vigilance of the conftable 
fruftrated his plans. The duke (till perfifted in his defign : he found means, 
through his emifTaries, to flick up a manifefto on the cathedral, the palace, and 
other public edifices, containing proteftations of his zeal for the welfare of the 
itate. He expreffed his furprife that the citizens of Paris, and other loyal fub- 
jefts, Ihould fuffer their fovereign to be treated with fuch feverity. Under any. 
other circumftances thefe reproaches might have excited an infurre&ion, but the 
princes had taken their precautions, with fo much prudence and care, that not a 
fingle individual durft avow his fentiments. Corps-de-garde were pofted in 
•every part of the city, as well as on the ramparts. Day and night, bodies of 
armed men were continually marching through the ftrects with colours flying. 
The duke of Berry, as governor of Paris, iflued a prohibition to all tradefmen, 
and artizans, to quit their fhops and approach the ramparts, under pain of death. 
At length the duke of Burgundy, having made a laft attempt toftimulate the zeal 
of his partizans, and finding the vigilance of his adverfaries not to be eluded, 
retired to his own dominions. 

Lewis of Bavaria, the queen's brother, and the lord of Gaucourt* beins informed 

of the duke's rprreaf. lefr Paris wirh n ftm 



f 



hope of coming up with the rear of his army ; but when they arrived at Senlis, 
they learned that he had Red with fuch precipitation, that he had not even allowed 
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Paris ftill continued to preferve the appearance of a town that was clofely 
inverted by a powerful enemy ; the ramparts were coverfed with foldiers ; corps- 
de-garde were polled at all the gates, and the ftreets filled with armed men, 
drawn up in order of battle, ready to ad on the firft fignal of revolt. Heavy 
contributions were levied for the paying, thefe troops. The chains were taken, 
from the inhabitants, and depofited in the Baftille. All the citizens, without 
exception, had orders to deliver up their arms, and a general prohibition to wear 
a fword, or any other offenfive weapon, was publifhed * and death was proclaimed 
as the confequence of difobedience. 

War having been refolved on by the council, a general aflembly was convened 
at the hotel de Saint Paul, at which the queen, the prince3 of the blood, the 
chief nobility, the prelates, and the members of the council attended. The 
dauphin prefided in the abfence of the king, who was, at this time, indifpofed. 
All die fubje&s of complaint againft the duke of Burgundy, were here detailed 
wit]} precifion and energy. Early in the fpring the army, confilHng of two hun- 
dred thoufand men, took the field, under the immediate command of the king,, 
who had by this time recovered his health fufficiently for that purpofe. From 
the prince to the private foldier,. every man wore the Armagnac fafli ; which 
greatly dilpleafed thofe, whole attachment was confined to their fovereign, in- 
dependent of all party. It appeared ftrange, indeed, that fo powerful a prince 
as the king of France, fhould, in his own dominions, and in a war undertaken 
for the purpofe of enforcing refpeft to his authority, fubmit to ufe the ftandard 
ofhisvafial. The defence of the capital, during the king's abfence, was en- 
trailed to the duke of Berry, with a body of twelve hundred men at arms. 

The campaign was opened by the fiege of Compiegne, which, after a ftiort 
refiitance, furrendered by capitulation. Noyon opened its gates on the firft fum- 
mons, but Soiffons made a more obftinate defence. The attack, however, was 
condu&ed with fuch vigor and fuccefs, that the garrifon, in a fhort time, found 
ihtmfelves reduced to extremities. A courier difpatched by the governor, to the 

duke of Burgundy* being intercepted by the befiegers, they became acquainted 
"with the defperate fituation of the place. The offer to capitulate, therefore, was 

rejected, and the town taken by affault, the governor iuffered decapitation; 
fuch of the garrifon as had efcaped the general mafiacre experienced a fimilar fate. 

While the royal army was in the Vermandois, intelligence was received that 
a body of Burgundians were on their march to join the duke. The duke of 
Bourbon, and the conftable d'Albret, with a detachment of troops, immediately 
f« out to meet 'them, and coming up with them near the banks of the Sambre, 
obtained a complete vi&ory. The countefs of Hainaut attempted to promote 
an accommodation, for which purpofe fhe waited on the king at Perronne, ac- 
companied by the duke of Brabant, and by deputies from the different towns 
©f Flanders. Charles replied, That, " if his coufin, the duke of Burgundy, 
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" would come to him, he fhould experience fuch treatment as would give him 
cc content ; if he wilhed for juftice, juftice fhould he have, and if mercy was 
" his objedt, he fhould obtain as much of it as would anfwer his purpole ' 



* >> 



This was the only anlwer they could procure. The army advanced to Bapaumes, 
which immediately furrendered ; in this town feveral of the Burgundian faction 
were taken, and among the reft Caboche^ the butcher, who was immediately 
executed. 

Arras was next inverted. Being a place of importance, every precaution had 
been taken for enabling it to fuftain a long fiege. It was divided into two parts, 
the town and the city, and had two governors. The garrifon amounted to twelve 
hundred men at arms, and fix hundred crofs-bowmen. All the old men, women, 
and children, were fent away; the fuburbs were burned ; new fortifications and 
frefh batteries were erefted ; and the walls and towers were fupplied with can- 
non. 

Notwithftanding the number of troops employed in the fiege, fuch was the 
ignorance or infidelity of thofe who condufted it, that two of the gates were left 
free of accefs, by which means the garrifon had an opportunity of receiving fup- 
plies, and of making lallies to advantage. A general miftrult prevailed in the 
royal army. Several private combats were fought before the walls ; mines and 
counter- mines were fprungj and the braveft knights fignalized their valour, in 
various encounters. 

The artillery was badly ferved, through the treachery of the perfon to whofe 
care it was encruftedj a dearth of provifions and forage began to be feJt by the 
royal army, as well as by the garrifon ; the feafon was far advanced ; and the troops 
were attacked by an epidemic diforder, which proved fatal to numbers. The conn- 
tefs of Hainaut and the duke of Brabant, feized the opportunity to renew their 
propofals for an accommodation. The king was difpofed to lend them a favourable 
ear, as well from inclination, as from the fecret inftigations of the dauphin, who was 
difpleafed with the afcendency which the duke of Orleans daily acquired, and with 
the imperious conduit of the count of Armagnac. This difpofition of Charles to 

terminate the war was, it feems, well known to the confederated princes, who, . 

of courfe, took great pains to effeft a change in his fentiments. Before the treaty ' 
could be finally fettled, he had a relapfe; but the dauphin, on whom the command 
thendevolvcd, haftened its conclufion. It was agreed, That the keys of Arras 
fhould be delivered to the king, and the ftandardof France hoifted on the walls of 
the town \ that the duke of Burgundy fhould furrender Crotoi, and difmifs from his 
court fuch perfons as had incurred the indignation of the king and dauphin ; that 
whatever had been taken by either fide, during the war, fhould be reftored ; that 
all offenfive declarations which had been publifhed.to the prejudice of the duke's 



* Villaret, t. xiii. p, 309* 
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honour fhould be revoked, and that letters of juftification lliould be granted him ; 
that he fhould never go to Paris without permifiion from the king and dau- 
phin ; and that he ftiould renounce his alliance with England. Peace was, ac- 
cordingly, proclaimed ; the troops were difoanded j and the badges of party, 

for a while, difappeared. 

But this interval of tranquillity v/as fnort : the duke of Burgundy put his troops 
into cantonments in the Cambrefis, where they lived at difcretion. The count 
of Tonnere, one his vaflals, having efpoufed the oppofite party, he marched into 
Burgundy, pillaged Tonnere, and railed the citadel. The Armagnacs, on the 
other hand, furprifed, a party of Burgundians, and put to death two hun- 
dred. The count of Saint-Paul entered the province of Luxembourg, while 
the companies who had been difmifled by their chiefs made war on their own ac- 
count, and completed the general defolation. 

The duke of Burgundy had ftill a powerful party at court. ^ The dauphin, by 

the treaty of Arras which he had concluded in contradiction to the count of 

Armagnac, and the confederated princes*, evinced the preference which he gave 

him over the oppofite party. 

The dauphin intent on taking the government of the kingdom into his own 

hands, had recourfe to a ftratagem for his purpofe. He invited his mother and 
all the confederated princes to give him the meeting at Corbeil, on a day fpeci- 
fied in his letters; and while the whole court repaired to the appointed place, he 
made the befl: of his way to Paris ; ordered the draw-bridge at Charenton to be 
drawn up the moment he had palled it \ arrived at the Louvre at five in the af- 
ternoon, and commanded the gates of the town to be flint. Matter of the capi- 
tal, he lent orders to the princes to retire to their eftates ; the duke of Berry only 

received permiffion to return.. 

His firft exertion of power was the feizure of his mother's treafures, which 
Ifabellahad placed in the hands of different citizens of Paris he next compelled his 
wife to retire to the convent of St. Germain, that he might be at liberty to indulge 
his appetites, furroundedby courtiers, who ftudied his paffions at the expence of his 
honour, he repaid their treacherous fervices with money appropriated to the 
fervice of the ftate. He undertook the management of the finances himfelf, the 
command of which was eiTential to fupport his. prodigality 5 he called an affembly 
of the citizens and municipal officers of Paris, whom he informed of his refolu- 
tion no, longer to lubmi.t to the authority of minifrers. About this time an am- 
bafiador arrived from the duke of Burgundy, the object of vvhofe embafly was to 
requeft that the dauphin would again take his wife to his bed, and difmifs a mil- 

trefs whom he had cholen to. occupy her place. In cafe of a refufa), he was or- 
dered to tell the prince, that the duke would confider the treaty of Arras as vir- 

* Trefor de Charts*** Regift. des Aipfcnes Ordonnances, fol. 29, 
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tually annulled, and that in cafe of a war with England, neither he nor his fubje&s 
would take up arms in defence of the kingdom. To this demand the dauphin 
returned an evafive anfvver, rather calculated to foothe, than to fatisfy the duke. 

A. D. 141 5.] While the kingdom was torn by inteftine commotions, an 
enemy, notlefs powerful than ambitious, was fecretly preparing to profit by this 
complication of misfortunes. Henry the Fifth had fucceeded his father in the 
throne of England, and, he had long determined to profit by the diffcntions which 
prevailed in France for the gratification of his ambition, by the total fubjeclica 
of the kingdom, The claim which he had to advance to France, was, afafurd ; 
whether its validity be tried by the French or the Englifh dodtrine of fucceffion, 
By the former, which excluded all females from the crown, and denied their 
power of tranfmitting a title to their male pofterity, Henry could not claim a 
right; by the latter, as advanced by the third Edward, which admitted the ex- 
clufion of females, but eftabiifhed their right of tranfmitting a title to their male 
pofterity, his pretentions 'were not lefs abfurdj becaufe any right to be derived 
from thence was vefied in the earl of Marche, transmitted from queen Ifabella 
to her fon, Edward the Third, and from him to that nobleman, by Phillippa 3 

only child of Lionel duke of Clarence, the elder brother of John, duke of Lan- 
cafter, from whom all the pretended rights of Henry were derived. It was not, 
however, an age in which princes were to be retrained from purfuing the pro- 
jects of ambition by motives drawn from the fources of reafon and juftice. Hen- 
iv determined to enforce his pretenfions though he concealed his defigns till they 
were ripe for execution. He had on his acceffion opened negotiations with the 
French miniftry, confirming the truce concluded by the fecond Richard but he 
rendered them fruitlcfs, by perpetually varying in his demands, according to the 
fituation of the kingdom. 

When it was determined to take up armsagainft the duke of Burgundy, Henry 
thought the national confufion favourable for his attempts. He fent-amba(Tador& 
to make a formal demand of the French crown, in virtue of the rights which he 
derived from the third Edward ; this ftrange propofal had fuch an effect on the 
council that they remained fiientfor a time, as much fromfurprife as indignation. 
The ambafladors then declared that their mailer had authorized them to declare 
that he would content himfelf with the provinces which had been ceded by the 
treaty of Bretigny, adding only the immediate po tie Hi on and full fovereignty of 
Normandy, ' Anjou and Maine, and fuperiority of Brittany and Flanders. This 

laft propofal was, probably, the confequence of a projected alliance, which Henry 

was then negotiating with the duke of Burgundy, but which the treaty of Arras, 

f 



or the prefent fufpended. The Englifh ambaffadors again varied in their pro- 
pofals ; their laft demand was that the treaty of Bretigny fhould be ftri&ly ful- 
filled, one half of Proven.ce, with the counties of Nogent and Beaufort, be ceded 
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to England ; and the princefs Catharine be given to Henry, with a portion of 
two millions of crowns. The duke of Berry, who prefided at the conferences, 
offered to reftore a' part of Guienne. The powers of the Englifh envoys being 
limited, they left Paris without a decifion. Neither Charles nor his council could 
believe that Henry was ferioufly bent on war. in the mean time he was occu- 
pied in preparations for his intended expedition. He obtained from parliament 
a fupply of two-tenths and two fifteenths, and a grant of the lands of all the alien 
priories in the kingdom ; he alio received a free gifr, from the clergy, of confi- 
derable amount* ; after borrowing all the money he could, he pawned his jewels, 
and even his crown, to make up.. the ncceffary fumf. Having affembled a great 
fleet, and a powerful army, he repaired to Southampton, in order to embark for 
France; but before he had got his troops on board the tranfporcs that were dd- 
tined to receive them, he difcovered a dangerous confpiracy formed to 
deprive him of the throne. This was fpeedily quelled, and having infli&ed 
an exemplary punifhment on the principal confpirators, and appointed his 
brother, John duke of Bedford, regent of the kingdom, he failed from South- 
ampton, on the 13th of Auguft 1415, with fix ehoufand men at arms, and 
twenty-four thoufand archers, and landed fafe on the coaft of Normandy, about 
nine miles from Harfleur. He immediately inverted that city. 

The garrifon of Harfleur confided only of four hundred men at arms. They 
made a vigorous refiftance, but fo little precaution had been taken to put the 
fortified towns in aftate of defence, that when the place had been belieged about 
a fortnight, the garrifon had expended all their powder, and a fupply having been 
intercepted by the enemy, they were reduced to extremity. They opened the 
gates to the enemy on the twenty-fecond of September. The garrifon were fuf- 
fered to depart, without their arms, on a promife to furrender themfelves prifo- 
ners at Calais, unlefs the king of England fhould be brought to action, and fuftain 
a defeat, previous to his arrival at that city. The opulent citizens were thrown 
into prifon, and confined till they paid their ranfom : fuch as refufed to abjure their 
country, and rake an oath of fidelity to the conqueror, were fent to England ; 
and the reft of the inhabitants, men, women, and children, were all expelled the 
town ; at the gate of which, a part of their cloaths were delivered to them, with 
five fols to eachperfon to defray the expences of their journey J. Henry was led 
to the adoption of thefe rigorous meafurcs by the defign which he entertained of 

peopling the town entirely with Englifh. 

But though the acquifition of Harfleur was an object of importance to the king 
of England, the great lols which he fuftained made it a dear conqueft. This 
lofs proceeded lefs from the fiege, than from an epidemic diforder which prevailed 
-in the army. In this dilemma, the necefiityof returning to England was mani- 

* Par) ianaeat Hut. vol. ii. p. 137, &c. f Fj'tn. Feed. torn. ix. p 2$j, 263, 2*]i, 284, 
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feft to everyone \ the king fummoned a council to deliberate on the fubjcft. The 
duke of Clarence gave his opinion for an embarkation at Harfleur 5 but the Eng- 
lish monarch refufed to adopt it — as wearing the appearance of flight ; and de- 
clared that he would rather make his way by land to Calais."** The latter mode 
was adopted, and every thing prepared for this expedition, f 

While the Englifh were thus engaged in fettling the mode of retreat, it became 
a queftion, at the court of France, whether the defence of the kingdom fhould 
be entrusted to the Armagnacs or to the Burgundians. Had the dauphin followed 
his own inclinations, he, probably, would have delegated that truft to the latter 5 
but the change in the miniftry made him give his voice in favour of the oppoiicc 
party. The bifhopof Chartres, the new chancellor of Aquitaine, being an ene- 
my to the duke of Burgundy, andftrongly attached to the duke of Berry, engag* 
ed the dauphin to fend for the duke of Orleans and his principal adherents. 

The conftable d'Albret having received intelligence of Henry's defign to pro- 
ceed to Calais, formed ajunftion with the troops under the command of marcichal 
de Boucicaut, and haflened to Abbeville, to guard the paiTes on the Somme, 
which Henry was obliged to pais. Orders had been difpatched to the different 
provinces for all who were able to bear arms, to repair to the royal ftandard 

without delay. The duke of Burgundy offered to join the army in perfon, at- 
tended by all his forces. This offer, it was not thought prudent to accept. 

Henry leaving Harfleur, advanced by flow marches, to the banks of the Som- 
me, which he intended to crofsat the fame place where Edward the Third, before 
the battle of Cre^y, hadefcapcd from Philip of Valois ; but he found the paffagc 
Hopped up by piles ftuck in the bottom of the river, and defended by the 
nobles of Picardy, who were drawn up on the oppofite bank. At Pont Re mi 

* Elmham, c* 42. p. 49. 

f To refcue Henry from the charge of imprudence in this particular, Mr. Hume has aliened, that 
having difmiffed his tranfports, Cf he lay under a neceffity of marching by land to Calais, before he 
ft could reach a place of fafety." But this affertion is evidently abfurd : for, admitting that the tranf- 
ports had a&ually departed, it certainly would have been more advifeable, in point of expedition, 
to fend over to England for tranfports — the diftance by fea not exceeding thirty leagues — and wait 
their arrival; than to attempt a paffage over a tract of country near two hundred miles in extent, 
unprovided with guides, unfupplied with provifions, and purfued and haraiied by an army which 
moft hiftorians make amount to ten times, and none to lefs than four times the number of his own > 
It will not be urged that there was no vcfiel in the port to fend over to England ; as iubfequent to 
the adoption of Henry's propofal, the duke of Clarence, with the earl of March e, and many other 
noblemen, who had fuffered extremely from the diforder which had proved fo fetal to the Englifh 
troops, embarked at Harfleur for England, where they went for the recovery of their health nor 
will it fcarccly be contended that Harfleur could not be deemed a plies of fafety* fince, with fo final! 
a garrifon, as four hundred men at arms, it had fuftained a long and vigorous liege ; and, alter its 
ieduliion, Henry had been careful to repair the damage which the fortifications had fuiiained in the 
different attacks. This perilous enterprise, therefore, was not the rdVJt of neceffity, but of ea- 
vliUnailic ambition and obilinatc temerity. 

Vol. it Q^q 
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and fcveral other places, where Henry attempted to crofs the river, he was equal- 
ly unfuccefsful 3 every pafs was guarded, and every bridge was broken down. 
His difficulties hourly increafed, and his fituation daily became more defperate. 
His troops were inceffantly harrafled by bodies of horfe which fcoured the coun- 
try, and prevented them from foraging ; exhaufted by a toilfome march, by fick- 
ncfs, and a dearth of provifions, their fpirits were only fupported by the fortitude 
of their fovereign. At length the Englifh, after having paffed three weeks on 
the banks of the Somme, difcovered a pafs between Peronne and Saint Quentin, 
which the inhabitants had negle6ted either to guard or to render impracticable. 



Henry 



He 



rifle 



The different bodies of French troops had, by this time, formed a jun&ion 
with each other; and amounted, by the beft accounts, to fourteen thoufand men 
at arms, and forty thoufand infantry - y the Englifh did not exceed a fourth of 
that number. The two armies came in fight of each other, in the county of 
Saint-Paul, not far from the village of Azincourt, where the Englifh arrived on 
the twenty-fourth of O&ober. The French generals had repeatedly offered 
them battle, but Henry contented himfelf with replying that, fince he had be- 
gun his march to Calais, he had never refufed to engage. On the twenty-fecond 
of October a herald at arms was difpatched to the Englifh camp, to tell the 
king that in three days he might expeft to be attacked. Henry accepted the 
challenge without hesitation. 

The night 'before the battle, the Englilh took up their quarters in the villages 

of Azincourt, Maifoncelles, and the adjoining hamlets ; when the brightnefs of 
the moon gave Henry an opportunity of examining the ground with attention, 
and of fixing on a fpot for the enfuing engagement, which poffefied local advan- 
tages to enable a handful of men to refift a numerous army. This was a gentle de- 
clivity, on the fummit of which ftood the village of Azincourt, and which was 
flanked, on either fide, by a wood. Having taken thefe precautions, he retired 
to reft. With the French, all was riot and confufion ; the whole army pafled 
the night in the open air, and both men and horfes were numbed with the cold 
rain which fell from the clofe of the day to the enfuing mom. 

On the morning of Friday, the twenty-fifth of Odlober, 141 5, both armies 
were drawn up in order of battle. The conftable d'Albret was guilty of an er- 
ror which nothing could palliate, by occupying the ground chofen for him by 
the enemy. This preventend him from profiting by that advantage which the 
fuperiority of his numbers afforded. In the narrow plains, flanked by the 
woods, he could neither extend his front fo as to encircle the enemy, nor employ 
his numerous cavalry. He drew up his army in three lines ; the firft was com- 
manded by himfelf, and, confifted of a chofen band of eight thoufand men at 
arms, difmounted, and four thoufand archers \ the fpace they occupied was 
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fcarcely large enough to contain them ; on each wing of this divifion were pofted 
five hundred men at arms, who had orders to direct their efforts againft the Eng- 
iifh archers. 

Henry had alfo drawn up his army in three lines ; the firft, which was com- 
manded by the duke of York, confided wholly of archers, four deep 5 each of 
whom, befides his bow and arrows, had a battle-axe, a fword, and a flake 
pointed with iron at both ends, which he fixed before him in the ground, with 
the point inclining outwards, to protc£t him from the charge of the enemy's ca- 
valry. The king himfelf headed the fecond line, accompanied by his youngeft 



Humph 



Suffolk. The third 



Exet 



Henry 



The Englifh monarch rode along the lines, mounted on a white courfer, with 
a golden crown, affixed to his helmet. Four royal banners were difplayed be*- 
fore him : he was followed by feveral horfes, richly caparifoned, and furrounded 
by the chief officers of his court and army. He ftrove to encourage his troops. 
He told them, that the French had determined to cut off three fingers of the 
right hand of every prifoner whom they fhould make* 3 and he declared that 
every foldier in his army, who fliould, on that day, condudt himfelf with gal- 
lantry, fhould thenceforth be deemed a gentleman, and enjoy the privilege of 

\yearing coat-armourf. 

Before the battle began, the two armies flood gazing at each other, for a eon- 

fiderable time; but Henry, fearing that the French might difcover the danger 
of their fituation, gave the fignal of attack about ten in the morning. The Eng- 
lish archers let fly a fhower of arrows among the crowded ranks of the enemy, 
which did infinite execution ; and the French cavalry hemmed in by their own 
troops, and incommoded by the clayey foil, moiftened by recent fhowers, were 
unable to exert their force. A fecond flight of arrows threw the firft line of the 
French into fome confufion, which was increafed by a difcharge from the bows 
of two hundred archers, whom Henry, before the battle, had placed in ambufh 
in their flank. The battle now became general 5 when the archers had ex- 



pended their arrows, they flung their bows, and, rufhing onwards, attacked the 
enemy with their fwords and battle-axes. In vain did the French men at arms 
attempt to advance; they were, effectually flopped by the pointed flakes which, 
piercing their horfes brought them to the ground, while the men, inftead of re- 
tiring to the wings, prefied back on the firft line of the army, and, by that 
means, contributed to augment the diforder which already prevailed in the front. 
The Englifh, after an obftinate refiftance, completely broke the firft line, and 
forced it off the field. 



* Thomas de Elmham p. 61 • f Id. ib. Villaret, t. xiii. p. 364. 
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While the firft line of the Englifh were retiring to recover their breath, be- 
hind their fecond line, where Henry commanded in perfon, the duke of Alencon 
advanced with the fecond divifion of the French, in hopes of reftoring the battle. 
This fecond fhock was more bloody than the firft ; and vi&ory long remained 
doubtful. Eighteen French knights, who had entered into a folemn compad to 
take the Englifli monarch, either dead or alive, forced their way through the 
ranks, and approached his perfon. One of them aimed a blow at his head with 
a battle-axe, which, though it did not pierce his helmet, for a while deprived 
him of his fenfes. He muft probably have fallen a vidtim to thefe afifociates, 
but for the generous fpirit of David Gam, and two other Welch officers, who 
rufhing between him and his affailants, facrificed their lives to the fafety of Hen- 
ry. When he recovered from the blow, perceiving the three gallant foldiers, to 

whom he was indebted for his prefervation, expiring at his feet, he knighted 

them as they lay on the field of battle. The French knights were all killed ; 

and the Englifli king, rufhed into the midft of the enemy, attended by his bro- 
ther Gloucefter, who fought by his fide. They continued to advance witli rapi- 
dity, and were foon feparated from their troops. The duke of Gloucefter was 
felled to the ground by the ftroke of a mace, and Henry, covering him with 
his fhicld, fuftained the fhock of his numerous affailants, until the duke of York 
arrived to his relief. Gloucefter being conveyed from the field, the king renew- 
ed the attack, and his troops, bore down all before them. 

The duke of Alencon, followed by a few faithful adherents, rufhed into the 
midft of the foe, and cutting his way through the ranks, arrived at the fpot where 
Henry was fighting. He called out to the king of England to let him know 
that he was the duke Alencon ; at the fame inftant he aimed a blow at his head, 
which cleft the crown on his helmet'; he was on the point of repeating it — his 
arm was already uplifted, when a ftroke from the battle-axe of Henry laid him 
at the feet of his adverfary ; the king interpofed to fave his life, but in vain, the 
rage of the Englifli troops rendered his interpofition ineffectual. Difcouraged 
by the lofs of their leader, the fecond line made no farther refiftance ; the third 
fled without ftriking a blow. 

While the king of England was receiving the congratulations of his nobles, 
news was brought him that his camp was attacked. He immediately afcended an 
eminence whence he could plainly diftinguifh the caufe of this alarm, which pro- 
ceeded from a fmall party of troops, who, under the command of Robert de 
Bournonville, had left the army in the heat of action, to plunder the baggage 
which the Englifh had left in Azincourt. The king piqued at this infuit, or- 
dered all his prifoners to be inftantly put to death, except the princes of the 
blood and the nobility. The Englifh troops, evincing a difincHnation to fulfil 
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thefe orders, Henry fele&ed two hundred archers, who, running through the 
ranks, difpatched the victims.* 

The French never loft, in any battle, fo many perfons of diftin&ion, , as in, 
that of Azincourt. Ten thoufand men were left dead on the field, befides nine 
thoufand knights or gentlemen, and one hundred and twenty knights-bannerets. 

There were fcarcely a family in France of any diftin&ion, that did not iofc. 
fome of its members. The prifoners, including thofe who were maffacred 
during the attack on the Englifti camp, amounted to fourteen thoufand men, 
among whom were the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon. The lofs of the Eng- 
lifti was inconfiderable ; Villaret makes it amount to fixteen hundred men. 
The only perfons of rank, who fell on their fide, were the duke of York and 
the earl of Suffolk. 

The want of a fufficient number of troops, and the advanced feafonofthe year, 

prevented the Englifti monarch from reaping any immediate advantage from his 
vidtory, except that of being enabled to purfue, his march to Calais, whither 
he conduced his fpoils and prifoners. He embarked for England on the fix- 
teenth of November, and arrived at Dover the fame evening. 

The duke of Brittany was advancing to join the army, at the head of fix thou- 
fand men, when he received intelligence of the defeat at Azincourt. Toincreafe 



the general confirmation, the duke of Burgundy entered the province of Cham- 
pagne, with a numerous army. 

In the prefent critical fituation of affairs, it appeared neceftary to entruft the 
government to fome perfon of rank and experience, who poflefled fufficient in- 
fluence and power to prop, by his own ftrength, the falling fabric of the ftate. 
The duke of Berry was too old, and the duke of Brittany too young, to bear fo 
heavy a burden. It was refolved to call the count of Armagnac to the defence of 
the kingdom. Two noblemen were accordingly deputed to offer him the dignity 
of conftabk, and the poft of prime minifter. He immediately fettled a diiputc 
in which he was engaged with the count Foix, and fet out for Paris, with a 
ftrong b<:dy of troops. Meanwhile, theduke of Burgundy lent ambafiadors to Paris, 
with inftrudtions to wait on the king and .dauphin, . and to make them a tender 



* Such is Villaret's account of this tranfa&ion ; but the Englifh hiftorians relate it in a different 
manner. They acknowledge the order to mafTacre the prifoners, but affirm that Henry believed 
the attack on his camp to be more formidable than it really was ; that his order was influenced by 
ferious apprehenfions of danger from the number of his priibners ; and that, as foon as he found his 
miftake, he countermanded it, and put an immediate iiop to the fiaughter it had occafioned. Be- 
tween thefe different accounts, the reader muft decide for himfelf. But candour compels us to 
obfervc, that Villaret attempts to obviate the diiHculty with regard to the prifoners, by remarking 
that Henry might have rclcafed them on their parole, with an injunction to join him at Calais. 'This 
mode of treating prifoners, he tells us, was very common in thofe times, when any man who broke his* 
parole was deemed infamous ; and he adds, tha: Henry himfelf hudacluallv releafedall the prifoners. he . 
had brought with him from Hurfleur, on the f.v.ne condition, immediately before the battle.. . 



S : lO HISTORY OF FRANCE. L I 4l5 

of his fervices. At the fame time, he demanded permiflion to repair to court, and 
to employ all his forces for the prefervation of the kingdom j the council forbade 
him to appear at court, unlefs he chofe to come with his ufual retinue ; and all 
the towns on his road had' orders to refufe him admittance; but, that he might 
have no caufjb to complain of this prohibition, it was extended to all the other 
princes ; the government of Picardy was alfo offered to this turbulent prince, on 
condition that he fhould wage war againft the Englifh. But the government of 
a province was too trifling an objeft to a man who afpired to the fovereignty of 
a ldngdom : the duke of Burgundy had determined to profit by the public cala- 
mities, to gratify his own private ambition ; and this gratification he though^ 
might be beft promoted by a temporary alliance with England, in the formation 
of which he was a&ually engaged at the very time that he made offers of 
^Ififtance to the king. If he had founded any hopes of a change in his favour, on 
the difpofition of the dauphin, thofe hopes were not deftroyed by the death 
of that prince, who expired at the Louvre, on the fifteenth of December, 141 5. 
The Duke of Burgundy, loon after, fent to demand his daughter, who was re- 
ftored to him. 

During this time, the count of Armagnac arrived at Paris, and received the 
conftable's fword from the king. Every thing now wore a new face. He was no 
fooner in pofieffion of power, than he infufed into every part of the government 
that inflexibility with which his own charafter was marked. The capital was kept 
in a ftate of continual alarm ; every one became an objeft of fufpicion, and the 
throne was inacceflible to all but fpies and informers. Threats and punifhments, 
the difmiflion of placemen, and the imprifonment of citizens announced the feve- 
rity of the new adminiftration. The ifle of France was over- run with troops, 
who completed the defolation which the Burgundians had begun. The count 
confined the envoys of the duke of Burgundy, who, in return, imprifoned thofe 
of the count. 

The duke of Burgundy infifted on being received into Paris with his troops ; 
while his proximity roufed the zeal of his partifans. Some of his fpies were 
feized and executed, for having fent him word that, in the metropolis, there 
were five thoufand men, ready to take up arms in his favour. All whofe fidelity 
was fufpe&ed were banifhed the city ; many, too, fubmitted to a voluntarily ex- 
ile, rather than encounter the dangers infeparable from a revolution produced by 
violence 3 for it was univerfally believed that the duke of Burgundy would lay 
liege to Paris. This, however, does not appear to have been his intention, 
either becaufe he deemed his forces infufficient for fuch an enterprize, or becaule 
lie wifhed before he made his attack, to fee the died: of his negociations with 

England, and of the conipiracies which his friends were fecretly forming in the 
capital. 

Ambafladors had been fent to Hainaut to invite the new dauphin, who was 
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then at the court of his father-in-law, to return to the capital; and envoys from 
the duke of Burgundy arrived there at the fame time to congratulate him on hh 
acceffion. The king's ambafiadors could only obtain a public audience, at which 
the Burgundian envoys were prefent ; while thefe lad had feveral private confer- 
ences both with the dauphin and the count of Hainaut. The French minifters 
had received orders, from the conflable, to found the dauphin's inclinations, to 
convince him it was his intereft to declare againft the duke of Burgundy, and to 
intimate that his influence at the court would depend on the preference he fhould 
give to the prevailing party. The count of Hainaut difmiffed the ambafiadors 
without any pofitive anfwer j while the conflable immediately began to ftrengthen 
his party againft the new dauphin, by oppofing to him the count of Ponthieu,. 
the king's next fen, who was created governor of Paris, and duke of Touraine. 

The duke of Burgundy ftill remained with his army in Brie, but, convinced 
of his inability to make any effectual attempt on the capital, he only waited for 
an honourable pretext for withdrawing his troops: at his inftigation, therefore, 
the dauphin fent orders to both parties to difarm without delay ; the commands 
were of eotirfe obeyed by the duke of Burgundy, who returned to Artois, where 
he put his troops into cantonments. 

The conflable, who had recently obtained the office of fuperintendant of the 
finances, and of governor- general of all the fortrefles in the kingdom, enjoyed 
the authority of an abfolute monarch. The exhaufled ftate of the finances, an in- 
evitable confequence of the confufion which prevailed in every department of 
the government, required frefh refources on every change in the miniftry. 
general impoft was now eftablifhed from which no clafs of people were exempted. 
It was fpecified in the edift, iffued for this purpofe, " That the king had, of his 
u own good will, hitherto exempted the clergy from the payment of all fubfidies 

Cf or taxes * but that now it was his pleafure, in confequence of the important 
" obje&s he had in view, that no fuch exemption fhould obtain, and that no 
" complaints on the fubje<5t fhould be allowed." All afTemblies, for the pur- 
pofe of remonftrating againft this edid, were forbidden. This prohibition was 
deemed necefiary, as the prelates had a meeting at Bourges, juft before the battle 
of Azincourt, when they remonftrated with the king on the impropriety of tax-> 
ing the church. The tax which gave rife to this clamorous oppofition was a 

duty of forty fols on every barrel of mine ! 

A. D. 141 6.] The emperor Sigifmund, paid a vifit to the court of France, 
where he was received with a degree of magnificence that, but ill accorded with 
the poverty of the ftate ; in return for which he undertook to mediate a peace 
with England. During his refidence in the capital, a confpiracy was difcovered, 
fo fanguinary in its nature, fo comprehenfively wicked in its extent, as none but 
fech a mind as the duke of Burgundy's could plan* and none but fuch a heart- a*. 
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his could execute. The partifans of that prince were Hill numerous in the me- 
tropolis, where they had feveral private meetings -> and the duke, by means of 
his emiffaries, continually incited them to adopt fome decifive meafure. Differ? 
ent bodies of troops, difperfed about the Ifle of France, had orders to aifemble* 
on the firft fignal. The conjuncture was favorable, for the conftable was then 
abfent in Normandy, employed in reprefiing the incurfions of the garrifon of 
Harfletir, while the court were lulled in fecurity. The defign of the confpirators 
was to murder all the partifans of the Armagnacs \ to feize the king, the queen, 
and the chancellor; to load the duke of Berry and the king of Sicily with irons, 
to fhave their heads, and, after leading them through the different ftreets of the 
city, mounted on bulls, and expofed to the derifion of the populace, to maffacre 
them, together with all the princes of the blood, and all the noblemen of the 
party 5 the fcene was to be clofed with the murder of the king. The duke of 
Burgundy had not only given a verbal approbation to the fcheme, but had con- 
firmed it by letters, under his own hand, to the leaders of the confpiracy. After 
killing the chancellor, it was intended to give the feals to William d'Orgcmont, 
who was, next to the duke of Burgundy, the foul of the confpiracy. 



This tragedy was to have been exhibited on the night of Eafter-Sunday ; every 
thing was prepared, and the confpirators already exulted, by anticipation, in the 
fuccefs of their fchemes, when the hopes of the fa£lion were fuddenly blafted, by 
the wife to a citizen of Paris, who difcovered the plot. The queen, the princes, 
and the chancellor haftened to the Louvre, the only one of the loyal palaces 
which was then in a ftate of defence. Tannegui du Chaftel, provoft of Paris, 
immediately collected what troops he could find, and taking poffeffion of the 
market place and the neighbouring ftreets, where the fedition was defdned to 
begin, burft open the doors of feveral houfes, in which he feized the leaders of 
the confpiracy, who were ready armed, and waiting for the appointed fignal ; 
iiaving fecured thefe villains, he vifited every part of the city, and examined 
with care all fufpcfred places. While the foldiers were employed in conveying 
to prifon fuch criminals as they had feized, the reft fled. Some were executed 
publicly, others v/ere drowned in the night ; but d'Orgemont, the moft criminal 
of thern all, efcaped with the flighttft punilhment ; as an ecclefiaftic, he was 
claimed by the fpiritual judge, who impofed a fine of eighty thoufand crowns, 
and fentenced him to perpetual imprifonment. He died in the fourth year of his 
confinement. 

During thefe commotions, the conftable had defeated a detachment of the 
garrifon of Harfieur, but the news which he received from Paris induced him to 
conclude a truce with the enemy, that he might haften his return to court. His 
prefence infpired the Parifians with terror; the citizens were ordered to depofit 
their arms at the Bufliile ^ all meetings of the people were forbidden under the 
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fcvereft penalties ; and the grand Butchery, which was confide red as the cradle 
offedition, was levelled with the ground. Four new butcheries were eftablifhed 
in the different quarters of the town. As loon as the conftable had rcftorcd 
tranquillity to the capital, he returned to Normandy, to renew the fiege of Har- 
fleur. He had engaged a number of Genoefe veflels, and a body of Genoefe crofe- 
bow-men ; the kingof Caftilelikewife fupplied him with another fquadron ; fo that 
when thefc fhips were added to the French they formed a powerful fleet, which, - 
after fcouring the Englifh coafts, returned to block up the port of Harfleur, 
while the army befiegeci it by land. The news of this enterprize, which France, 
in her preient fituation, was iuppofed to be incapable of forming, aftonifhed 
Henry, and rendered him lefs difficult with regard to the terms of the accommo- 
dation which the emperor had undertaken to negociate. He even confented to 
a truce for three years, during which time the foundations of a folid peace 
might belaid; and offered to deliver the town of Harfleur into the hands of the 

emperor and the count of Hainaut. 

But thefe propofals were rejected by the conftable, who thought himfelf furc 
of fucceeding in his attempt upon Harfleur, The fiege was carried on with in- 
credible ardour, and the place muft have been reduced but for the valour of the 
earl of Dorfet. The king of England, finding his negotiations ineffectual haftily 
aflembled all the veffels he could colled from the different ports in his dominions, 
and formed a fleet, which he intruded to the care of his brother, the duke of 
Bedford. That prince immediately failed to Harfleur, where he attacked the 
French fleet under the command of the vifcount of Narbonne. After a long 
and bloody adtion, he obtained a complete viftory, threw a fupply of troops 
and ammunition into the town, reinforced the garrifon, and returned in triumph 
to Dover, A fecond vidtory obtained, fome time after, by the earl of Hun- 
tingdon, over a French fleet compelled the conftable to raife the fiege of 

Harfleur. During thefe tranfadtions, the duke of Berry died at Paris, in the 
feventy-fixth year of his age. 

The emperor Sigifmund ftill continued to fupport, in public, the character 
of a mediator, though he only ufed it as a veil to conceal his real defigns. The 
advantages which the king of England had juft obtained, and the animofiiy of the 
rival fadtions, made him confider the ruin of the monarchy as inevitable. He 
alio flattered himfelf with obtaining fome provinces, which formed a part of the 
ancient kingdom of Aries, and to which the emperors of the Weft had pre- 
ferred fome obfolete claims. Thefe were his inducements to conclude an alliance 
with Henry, previous to his departure from London, 

Notwithftanding this alliance Sigifmund repaired to Paris, where he delivered 
to the court of France an account of his mediation, with the affedted candour of 
an impartial umpire. After a fhort ft ay, he returned to Calais, where the Eng- 
lift monarch was fhortly expedted. 

VoL.IL. Rr 
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The duke of Burgundy, ftill maintained a correfpondence with Henry. Fie had 
forborne to form immediate connexions with England, but he now adopted a 
different conduit; and an interview with Henry was appointed to take place at 
Calais, about the end of September. The court of France difpatched ambaffadors 
to Calais, to difcover the obje£t of,the interview; and to propofe a ceffationof 
hoftilities till February following, which was accepted by Henry. With regard 
to the duke of Burgundy, he privately figned a treaty of alliance with Henry, by 
which he acknowledged the validity of that monarch's claim to crown of 
France, engaged to afiitt him in obtaining the kingdom, and to do homage to him 
as his vaffal*. 

Sigifmund, during the conferences at Calais, took every precaution for con- 
cealing from the French ambaffadors his treaty with England'; by which he had 
engaged to affift Henry, with all his forces, in the conqueft of France, on con- 
dition of obtaining the reftitution of thofe provinces which had formed a part of 
the ancient kingdom of Aries. He then returned to Paris, where he again re- 
ceived the thanks of the court for his interpofition ; as foon as he had reached his 
own dominions, he published a declaration of war againft France. 

The imperious condu6lof the conftabie excited difcontents throughout the king- 
dom; and the prefence of the dauphin, then at Valenciennes, wasearneftly wifhed 
for, to counterbalance his authority-}-. The queen, forced to conceal the hatred 
which Hie bore to the count of Armagnac, depended wholly, for the eftabliihment 
of her power, on the return of her fon. The count of Hairaaut was foliciced to 
bring the young prince to court, but the negociations for this purpofe had al- 
ways failed, becaufe it was required, as a preliminary condition, that he fliould 
renounce all alliance with the duke of Burgundy. At length the count was pre- 
vailed on to attend the dauphin to Conpiegne, where he had feveral conferences 
with the queen. In the mean time, an order was publifhed, in the dauphin's 
name, to compel the different leaders to diiband their troops ; but no attention 

was paid to it. 

From Compiegne the court of Hainaut went to Paris, where, he declared, 
that the dauphin fhould either repair to court accompanied by the duke of Bur- 
gundy, or return to Hainaut. This alternative deftroying all hopes of a recon- 
ciliation, it was refolved by the council to arreft the count, but being apprized of 
their deiign he left the city with precipitation, and returned to Compiegne, where 
he found the dauphin expiring ; fome authors affirm that his death was occafioned 
by an abicefs in the head, while others afcribe it to poifon. Accufations were re- 
torted by all parties, but the real author is unknown. 

A. D. 1417.] Every event which occurred, during this difaftrous reign, 
feemed to augment the calamities of the kingdom. The nobility, jealous of the 

* Rymer. Fssdera, torn. i:<* p. 304. -f Juvenal des Urfins. Monftreltt. 
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authority enjoyed by the conftable, obeyed him with, reluctance. The people, 
burdened' with taxes, held him in deteftarion. lie was aware of the danger of 
his fituation, and confcious that he occupied a poft furrounded by foes. His 
moft formidable enemy was the queen, who had retired from the metropolis, 
Vincennes was the ufual place of her refidence ; her court was chiefly frequented 

^ by men of pleafure. 

Cha&es was almoft the only perfon in the kingdom ignorant of the depravity of 
his wife y the conftable at length refolved to undeceive the monarch. He had 
placed fpies on the condudl of Ifabella, and their obfervations he communicated 
to the king. Charles haftened to Vincennes, as he approached her refidence he 
met her chief paramour, Lewis Bourdon. This nobleman had juft left Ifabella, 
when he met the king, whom he haftily faluted, while his looks betrayed confu- 
fion, and a defire of avoiding him. The provoft of Paris conducted him to pri- 
fon. Charles inftantly returned to Paris, without feeing the queen. That fame 
evening Bourdon was put to the torture, confeffed more than, the king wifned to 
know, was enclofed in a leathern fack, and thrown into the Seine. All the queen's 
officers were difmiffed, and fhe herfelf was fent to Tours, under the care of per* 
Ions who were made refponfiblc for her condudl. All the treafure fhe had amaff- 
cd, and depofited in different convents, and in the hands of private citizens, 
were feizedby a joint order from the dauphin and the conftable, and appropriated 
to the public ufe. 

New declarations were daily publifhed againft the duke of Burgundy and" his 
adherents, in which they were reprefented as public enemies. The duke alfo 

caufed manifeftos to be ftuck up in all the great towns, in which he threaten- 
ed to purfue with fire and (word all fuch as fhould fupport the Armagnacs. The 
parliament ordered thefe publications to be publicly burnt ; the fentence was ex-, 
ccuted, but the mifchief was already done. Moft of the towns in Ponthieu, 

Picardy, Vermandois, and the Beauvoifis opened their gates to the Burgundian 
troops ; many other places revolted, and expelled the collectors of the revenue. 
At Rouen, the populace mafTacred the lord of Gaucourt, the king's bailiff, and 
his lieutenant, and compelled the other officers to take refuge in the caftle. 
The dauphin haftened to Rouen with a body of "troops. He was obliged to ne- 
gotiate with the rebels. The inhabitants admitted the dauphin into the town, 

and returned to their duty. 

The court daily received intelligence of the defection of fome town, whofc 
inhabitants had been feduced by the intrigues of the Burgundian* emifiaries. 
Rheims, Chalons, Troyes and Auxerre opened their gates, and pillaged the 
offices belonging to the public-receivers, all of whom they mafTacred, without 

diftin&ion or mercy. 

While fuch was the ftate of France,, the. king of England landed, on the firft. 
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of Auguft, r 417, near Touques, in Normandy, with twenty-five thoufand 
men*, while the duke of Burgundy advanced from another quarter, with fixty 
-thoufand troops. - Henry rnuft have been well affured that his ally \vould fulfil 
the terms of the treaty between them, or he never would have ventured to at- 
tempt the reduction of fuch a powerful kingdom, with a force fo inadequate. 
Nor was he deceived by the event : his expedition had lefs the air of a conqueft 
than of a peaceable excurfion. Tonque capitulated on the fourth day of the 
fiege. From thence Henry fent a manifefto to the king, advancing his claims 
to the crown of France, and demanding the kingdom. After he had fubdued 
rhe country between Harfleur and Caen, he laid fiege to the latter, which 
was taken on the ninth of September. 

The lord of Cany had been fent, in the mean time, to Amiens, with an order 
from the king to the duke of Burgundy, immediately to retire from his domi- 
nions. The duke, gave him a written anfwer, in which he difavowed his alli- 
ance with the Englilh ; and obferved, that a command to difarm, at a time 
when France was attacked, proved cc the damnable difpofition of the traitors who 
hefieged the throne" who were unable, of themfelves, to refift the enemy. The 
conftable had recalled the few troops that were ftationed in Normandy, as if he 
wifhed to accelerate the lofs of that province. Plenipotentiaries had met at 
Bernouville, but the demands of the Englifli were fo exorbitant, that they were 
rcjefted. Henry required the hand of the princefs Catharine, with the king- 
dom of France for her dower though he was willing that Charles fhould enjoy the 
title and authority of King during his life, on condition that, he. fliould be ac- 
knowledged as regent. 

Meanwhile the Burgundian army approached the metropolis ; all the interme- 
diate towns, either bribed or intimidated, had made no attempt to£impede their 
progrefs. The troops, paffing the. Seine, facked pillaged, and burned every 
place where they met with the fmalleft refiftance. At length the capital itfelf 
was inverted ; the duke of Burgundy eftablifhed his quarters firft at Montrouge, 
and then at Meudon. Hoping to get poffefiion of the capital, by means of the 

fecret correfpondence which he maintained with his partifans, he did not prefs 
the fiege. Content to confine the attention of the conftable to the defence of 
the town, he took the opportunity to cut off* all communication between Paris 
and the provinces. 

During thefe tranfaftions, the queen was intent on recovering that freedom 
which fiie had fo juftly forfeited.f Her hatred to the duke of Burgundy had ap- 
peared irreconcileable ; but it now funk beneath the tranfporcs of an indignation 
more recent in its date, and not lefs violent. She made no fcruple to employ the 

* Elmham, p. 92, 96, 97. Otterbourne, p. 278. f Reg du Par. Trefor des Chartres. 
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geance. She dif- 



patched a fervant to the duke, with a letter, inviting him to releafe her from 
captivity. He 



of 



On 



the duke of Burgundy's arrival, Ifabella, accompanied by her deliverer, took 
the road to Chartres. In that city fhe performed the fir ft a£ts of her new admU 
niftration, by creating a parliament, which Ihe appointed to fit at Amiens. 

Having formed a plan for getting pofleffion of the capital, the duke thought - 
it neceffary to encourage his partifans by advancing nearer to the fcene of action.. 
The conipirators had engaged to fecure one of the gates of the city ; a furrier, 
who was privy to the fcheme, revealed it to the provoft of Paris. The confpi- 
rators were feized, thrown into prifon, and executed. 

The duke of Burgundy was within half a league of Paris, when he received the 
news of this affair. As the feafon was too far advanced to permit him to keep 
the field with fo numerous an army, he placed ftrorig garrifons in the towns he 
had reduced, difoanded the militia of Artois and Picardy, and led the remainder 
of his troops to Troyes. 

The king of England, in the meantime, continued his victorious progrefs ; 
he foon became matter of Lower Normandy, as far as the banks of the Sartre, 
which feparates that province from Maine, whither his troops extended their 
depredations. The people fled before them upwards of twenty five thoufand 
families retired to Brittany, where they introduced the art of combing wool, and 
making cloth. The towns were equally deferted with the villages. When the 
Englifh took pofleffion of Lizieux, they found but one man and one old woman 
in the place, who were unable, through illnefs, to follow the reft of the inhabit- 
ants. The duke of Brittany and the queen of Sicily, as guardian to her fon, the 
duke of Anjou and count of Maine, concluded a truce with the enemy, in order 
to defend their dominions from infult. While the Englifli were thus advancing 
into the heart of the kingdom, the prince of Orange was fent into Languedoc, 
where he reduced moft of the towns, and having afiembled the ftates compelled 
them to acknowledge the authority of the queen and the duke of Burgundy. But 
the count of Foix, having been appointed, by the dauphin, to the government of 
that province, expelled the Burgundians. 

A. D. 141 8.] At Rouen the inhabitants again revolted, expelled the king's 
officers, and, corrupted by the Burgundian emifiaries, hoifted the fignal of fac- 
tion. The count of Aumale, governor of the town, took refuge in the caftle, 
where the rebels compelled him to capitulate. Henry, having received a rein- 
forcement of troops from England during the winter, almoft completed the 
reduction of Normandy. Of the whole province, the only towns which remained 
to be fubdued were Rouen and Cherbourg. 
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The news of fuch repeated lofifes filled with confirmation all fuch as had the 
real interefl of their country at heart. The only means of preventing the total 
ruin of the kingdom appeared to be the union of the court with the queen and the 
duke of Burgundy. For effe&ing this defirable purpofe deputies from either 
party met at the village of La Tombe. The project of a pacification was drawn 
up, to which the queen and the duke of Burgundy confented. It was alfo ap- 
proved by the dauphin and the council. By this it was agreed that the queen fhould 
repair to court, and that the dauphin and the duke of Burgundy flioulti be ailbci- 
ated in the government of the kingdom. 

During thefe negociations the conftable was engaged in the fie ge of Senlis, 
which he preflcd with fuch vigor that the- governor had agreed to iurrender the 
place, unlefs relieved within a limited time. Having, apprized the count of 
Charolois of his fituation, that prince fent John of Luxembourg, to his relief, 
who. arrived within a league of Senlis, the night before the day appointed for the 
Iurrender of the place. On* the enfuing morn, the conftable fummoned the go- 
vernor to fulfil the terms of the capitulation, and on meeting with a refufal, put 
to death fix of the hoftages who had been delivered to him to enfure its performance. 
The governor immediately maflacred fix-and-forty prifoners, whofe heads he 
threw over the walls. The conftable raifed the fiege, and haftened to the capi- 
tal, where his prefence had become neceflary. 

On his return, all hopes of accommodation vanifhed ; he perfuaded the dau- 
phin of the impropriety of confenting to a treaty which placed the duke of 
Burgundy on the fame footing with himfelf. The treaty was reje&ed. He 

declared, that thofe who could advife the dauphin to fign fuch an a£t, ought to 

be confidered as traitors and enemies to the ftate. 

Pe.rrihet le Clerc, the fon of an ironmonger at Paris, refolved to make the 
Burgundians. mafter of the capital. He communicated his intentions to Lifle- 

Adam, who was then at Pontoife. This confpiracy efcaped the vigilance of the 
government. The father of Perrinet, being a municipal officer, was entrufted 
with the care of the gate Saint-Germain. In the night of the twenty eighth of May, 
Lifle- Adam arrived before the walls of Paris, with eight hundred men at arms ; 
he was admitted into the city by le Clerc, who had taken the keys of the gate 
from under his father's pillow, while he was afleep. As foon as Lifle- Adam had 
entered with his troops, he threw the keys over the ramparts, that none might 
efcape his vengeance. He then advanced, in filence, to the Chatelet, where he 
was joined by five hundred citizens, who exclaimed — " Peace> peace! Long live 

* Burgundy!" 

The Burgundians fpread over the different parts of the city. The populace 
following the troops, joined in the acclamations of — c ' Peace, peace! Long live 
Burgundy ! — Lifle^Adam repaired to the palace, and having burft open the gates, 
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forced way into the king's apartment, and compelled Charles to mount on horfe- 
back, in order to be exhibited to the people > while the other leaders of the rebels, 
feconded by the populace, ran to the houfes of the chancellor, the minifters, and 
principal officers, all of whom were loaded with chains and thrown into prifon. 
Tanneguy du Chaftel, provoft of Paris, roufed by the clamours of the mob, arole 
with precipitation, and putting on his armour, flew to the dauphin's refidence ; 
feizing that prface, who was fcarcely awake, in his arms ; he had the good for- 
tune to reach the Baftille, with his burden. During this time the conftable had 
taken refuge in the houfe of a mafon, where, difguifed in the drefs of a beggar, 
he had leifure to refledt on the viciffitudes of fortune. 

When the day appeared, theftreets were filled with an immenfe crowd of peo- 
ple, bearing on their cloaths, the red crofs of Saint Andrew. "The houfes were 
broken open, and expofed to depredations. Guy de Bar, the new provoft of 
Paris, at the head of an armed troop, authorized thefe proceedings. While 
fome of the rabble were laden with the fpoils of their fellow-citizens, others 
were conducing to prifon, the devoted viftims of their malice or revenge. The 
ftri&eft fearch was made after the conftable; the mafon was induced to give him 
up; he was inftantly conveyed to the ChateJet, and from thence to the prifon 

of the Conciergerie. ' 

The marefchal de Rieux, Tanneguy du Chatel, Barbazan, and the other noble- 
men who had, at firft, fled for fhelter to the Baftille, conveyed the dauphin from 
thence to Melun. Two days after their efcape they returned to Paris with fix- 
teen hundred men, in the hope of taking the Burgundians by furprife and releafing 
the conftable. When they came to the Hotel de Saint-Paul they learnt that the 
king had been removed to the Louvre ; a defperate a£tion, however, took place 
in the Rue Saint-Antoine, in which the Burgundian troops being joined by the 
feditious rabble, overpowered the Armagnacs, and compelled them to retire, after 
killing four hundred, and taking feveral prifoners, who were immediately mafia- 
cred. A deputation was then fent by the rebels to the dauphin to engage him to 
return to the capital, but he had left Melun before the meflenger arrived there. 
The Baftille was furrendered by capitulation. 

The noblemen attached to the dauphin, collected a fmall body of troops, and 
again appeared before Paris. At this time, a ftrong party of the Paris militia, 
confiding chiefly of butchers, who had long been abfent on predatory excurfions, 
returned to the capital. They reported that the friends of the dauphin only 
waited for an opportunity to furprize the town, exterminate the Burgundians, 
and releafe the conftable with all the other prifoners. Thefe rumours, were en-: 
couraged by "Lifle-Adam, and other leaders of the Burgundian faftion. The 
queen, and* the duke of Burgundy, who were then at Troves, being informed of 
the fucccfs of their plans, fent a meflage to their confidental friends, intimating 
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that the annihilation of the oppofite party would be the only effectual method of 
eftablifhing their own authority ; and that, without that, they durft not venture 
to come to Paris. 

On the twelfth of June, the populace, forced open the doors of the prifons, 

murdered the goaiers and guards, made the prifoners walk .out one by one, and 

maffacred them as they paffed, Armagnacs, Burgundians* criminals, debtors, all 
were butchered without diftin&ion of rank, age, or fex. Not a prifon nor dun* 
geon efcaped the malignity of thefe ruffians. The grand Chatelet made a vigor- 
ous refiftance ; its inhabitants afcended the towers, and attempted to repel die 
attacks of the mob 5 for fome time they exhibited the fight of prifoners fuftain- 
ing a fiege ; at length, however, the building having been fired in different parts, 
they were compelled to furrender. The rabble then forced thefe vidtims to pre- 
cipitate themfelves from the tops of the towers into the ftreets below, on pikes 
which they held to receive them. In the court-yard of the palace, and in the en- 
virons of the gates of Paris, the mob flood " up to their ancles in human blood 
When the barbarians had cleared the prifons, they fpread over the different parts 
of the town ; not a ftreet but was the fcene of numerous murders ; whoever 
wifhed to get rid of an enemy, a rival, or a creditor, had only to point him out as 
an Armagnacs and he was inftantly difpatched. The conftable, the chancellor, 
and his fon, the bifliop of Coutances, were fattened together with a cord, and 
dragged round the city on three fuccefiive days, expofed to the infults and derifion 
of an infolent rabble •> leaders of the Burgundians, at the head of two thoufand 
men at arms, attended thefe executions, and encouraged the rabble. Revenge 
was fharpened by intereft \ every chief of the faftion gained more than an hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, by this revolution. Three thoufand five hundred men 
were maffacred during the three firft days of the tumult ; among whom were the 
conftable, the chancellor, feven prelates, a great number of the nobility, and 
many of the judges of the parliament. When all the mifchief was done, a pro- 
hibition to pillage was iffued \ the mob, however, paid little attention to an or- 
der, which they knew was given only to preferve appearances. 

The queen and the duke now made their triumphant entry into the capital. 
The ftreets, ftill ftained with blood, fhed in their quarrel and by their orders, 
were ftrewed with flowers 5 and re-echoed with the founds of mufical inftruments. 
Ifabella appeared in a car richly decorated. She alighted at the Hotel de Saint- 
Paul, where her hulband awaited her arrival. The fenfelefs monarch received 
his confort as a beloved wife, and his treacherous kinfman as an affettionate 
friend. 

The objedt of the tumult being accomplifned, it, at length, became neceffary 

* Villaret, torn, xiii. p. 467, \ Villaret, ubi fupra. 
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to rcftore order. Since the commencement of the revolution, the parliament, 

and other fuperior courts, had difcontinued their fun&ions. Moft of the judges 
had been maflacred or compelled to fly the capital. By an order of the council, 
the different jurifdittions were fupprefled, and the power of appointing new ones 
was veiled in the king. All the officers of the king's houfhold were changed. 
The queen and the duke were refolved not to leave one of the oppofite party in 
pofieffion of any place or power. 

All perfons fufpedted of entertaining fentiments hoflile to the prevailing fa£Hon 
were apprehended, fo that the prifons, in a fliort time, again overflowed with 
viftims of party- rage. The troops who were ftationed in the vicinity of the me- 
tropolis, by intercepting the provifions, occafioned a fcarcity that revived the 
fury of the people. Means, were found to perfuade the multitude that the 

Armagnacs were the authors of the famine. The maflacres were renewed, and 

the prifons were once more made to flow with blood. The ferocious rabble now 
headed by Capelucbe, hangman of the town. He ordered and fuperineended 
the executions ; di&ated laws, and compelled obedience. Having forced an 
entrance into the palace, the duke of Burgundy advanced to meet him, and after 
fhaking hands, thefe worthy affociates conferred together for fome time. The 
people having cleared the prifons, infilled that all the captives who were con- 
fined in the caftle of Vincenncs ihould be delivered to them ; and their requeft 
was no fooner complied with, than they put them all to death. In this fecond 
maffacre, fourteen thoufand perfons (of which five thoufand were women) were 
fuppofed to be (lain. 

The Parifians had, by this time, become fo ungovernable, that the duke of 
Burgundy began to be alarmed. His fafety depended on putting a flop to dis- 
orders which might finally be turned againft himfelf. For this purpofe he drew 
up his troops, and fcized the principal leaders, who were publicly executed ; 
even his/r/V^.Capeluche was not i pared. He embodied fix thoufand of the moft 
turbulent, and fent them to lay fiege to Montlhery and Marcoufiy, whofe gar- 
rifons extended their incurfions to the very gates of Paris. Captains were ap- 
pointed to command them * but on the approach of Tanneguy du Chatel, with 
a body of regular troops, they fled with precipitation. When they attempted to 
return to Paris, the gates were fhut againft them. 

The kingdom of France was now reduced to fuch a fituation that every change 
proved a new fource of calamities.* Moft of the principal towns opened their 
gates to the Burgundians. The chains were replaced at the ends of the ftreets 
of Paris. The arms taken from the citizens by the count of Armagnac were 
reftored. In fhort, the duke of Burgundy fpared no pains to conciliate the af~ 

* Monftrclet. Juvenal des Urfins, 
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fcftion of the Parifians. He was feconded by the pope's legates, who had con- • 
fiderable influence as well over the parliament as over the univerfity, from the 
favours which thole bodies hoped to obtain from the court of Rome. During 
thefe tranfaduons, the dauphin had left Melun, and repaired to Bourges, where 
he was joined by a number of the nobility, who had refolvdd to devote their lives 
and fortunes to his fervice. Befides thofe office rs who were perfonally attached 
to him, ail fuch as were uninfected by the fpirit of party acknowledged in him 
the fole heir to the crown, the rights of which were veiled in his perfon during 
the incapacity of the monarch. The dauphin now afiumed the title of Regent. 
He appointed a chancellor and inftiluted a parliament, which was chiefly com- 
pofed of the magiitrates who had efcaped the maffacre of Paris. This court was 
ibon after transferred to Poitiers. The chamber of accompts, eftablifhed at 
Bourges, at the fame time, continued to fit there, till fome years after the ac- 
ceffion of Charles the Seventh. The queen and the duke of Burgundy were ear- 
neft in their folicitations to the dauphin to return to Paris ; and it was propoied 

to fend his confort to him, in the hopes of inducing him by that mark of attention, 

to accept the invitation ; but thefe attempts to promote a reconciliation occafion- 
ed no cefiation of, hoftillties ; the war ftill continued, though on very unequal 
terms, fince the duke of Burgundy had exercifed the lbvereign authority. 
Melun and Meaux were almoft the only places of confequence, near the ifle of 
France, which ftill remained true to the dauphin. The Burgundians gained pof- 
feffion of Coucy, through the treachery of a girl, who was kept by the governor. 
The garrifon being compelled to leave the place, put themfelves under the com- 
mand of Stephen Vignolles, furnamed la Hire, ancTPoton de Xaintrailles. Thefe 
two warriors, at the head of forty lances, attacked and defeated four hundred 
men at arms, commanded by the lord of Longueval. Some days after this 
heroic atchievement, they obtained a fimilar advantage over two thoufand men 
led by Saveufe. Soiffons and Compiegne were taken and facked. 

The duke of Brittany had made a journey to Paris, to mediate a peace between 
the contending parties ; and his exertions, determined the dauphin and the duke 
of Burgundy to appoint plenipotentiaries for regulating terms of accommodation*. 
The plan of a treaty was drawn up, to which the queen and the duke affentedj 
to induce the dauphin to fign it, the duke of Brittany went to Angers, where the 
prince then was, and took with him the dauphinefs, who, fince the laft com- 
motions, had been detained at Paris. But moft of the nobles who were attached 
to the dauphin rejeded with difdain a treaty which authorized the duke of Bur- 
gundy to fhare the fupreme authority with the lawful heir to the throne. 
The duke of Brittany, difappointed at the failure of his fcheme for pro- 

w 

* D'Arzentre. Nouvelle Hiftoire de Bretaene. 




14 1 81 



CHARLES THE SIXTH. 3 2 3 



motinga peace, returned to Paris with the news, and then haftened back to his 
own dominions. 

The Englifh, during this time, met with no obftacles to impede the progreYs 
of their arms. An Englifh officer, with only fixty men, crolfed the Seine, in 
the middle of the day, in fight of Graville, who was polled on the oppofite bank, 
with eight hundred men at arms, and twelve thoufand militia, who fled at the 

approach of the enemy. This cowardice, or treachery* occafioned the lots of 

Pont de rArche. Cherbourg, after a fiege' of three months, furrendered to the 
duke of Lancafter. 

Henry now haftened to complete the reduftion of Normandy, by invefling the 
capital. The inhabitants determined to make the moft vigorous refiftance ; not 
doubting, but that the duke of Burgundy, who had already fentfome troops to 
their affiftance, would exert the whole force of the kingdom, to fave a place 
of fo much importance. Meflengers were fent to inform that prince of the 
approach of the enemy, and the duke affured them that they might rely on 

fpeedy relief. 

The fiege of Rouen filled with confternation the inhabitants of Paris. 'The 
parliament held a meeting on the occafion, which was attended by the members 
of the univerfity, and the principal citizensf, when a deputation of magiftrates 
was fent to the king to entreat him to provide effedtual means for the relief of 
Rouen and the fafety of the metropolis. The anfwer they received was, that the 
king and the duke of Burgundy were about to leave Paris for that purpofe ; in 
fa£t, the court did remove to Pontoife, but rather from the dread of the con- 
tagious diforder, which had not yetlefs the capital, and with the view of getting 
rid of the importunate remonftrances to which they were hourly expofed, than 
with any defign of accomplifhing the grand objedts, to which the magiftratei 
had endeavoured to call their attention. 

The Duke, who, a fhort time before, when his attacks were dire6ted againft: 
his king and country, had appeared at the head of fixty thoufand men, now that he had 
become abfolute mafter of the government, and had the fole and entire difpolal 
of the revenue and the forces of the ftate, could not mufter an army, fufficiently 
ftrong to retard the operations of the king of England, who had befitged Rouen 
with lefs than twenty thoufand men. Entrufted with the defence of the kingdom, 
he feems to have confined his attention to the prefervation of the metropolis, and 

of fuch other places as re fitted the efforts and intrigues of the dauphin's party. 

His troops, inftead of promoting any objeft of public utility, encreafed the dearth 
of provifions in the capital, by incurfions into the country. The Duke's condudt 
was the confequence of the pofition into which he was thrown by his infidious 
policy. Since the tete revolution had delivered the king and and the govern- 
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rnent into his hands,- he was no longer interefted in the fuccefs of Henry. The 

conqueft of Normandy feemed but as a prelude to the total reduction of the king- 
dom 1 and the duke of Burgundy, having every thing to fear from the king of 
England, had powerful motives for wilhing to impede the progrefs of his arms, 
Oa the other fide, the dauphin, who was wholly influenced by the houfe of Or- 
leans, gave him no lefs fubjeft for inquietude and alarm. He could not a& 
againff the enemies of the kingdom, without leaving his own perfonal enemies at 
full liberty to aft againft himfelf ; and to preferve the advantages he had obtained 
over thefe laft, he muft abandon the defence of his country. With a man of 
his principles the choice fcarcely admitted of a doubt; befides, he was influenced 
by a motive ftill more powerful than any we have yet noticed ; this was the ap- 
prehenfion that the king of England might render him an objeft of public indig- 
nation, by publishing the fecret treaty which he had concluded with that prince at 
Calais. Thus was the duke of Burgundy, caught in his own fnares. 



He 



While 



he liftened to every propofal for an accommodation, he purfued his conquefts 

with ardour. Convinced that he was only indebted to the duke of Burgundy's 
fears, for. his forbearance to oppofe him, he took care to encreafe them, by- 
pretending to lend a favourable ear to j;he offers of a feparate alliance with the 
dauphin. He appointed fourteen perfons to confer with the deputies of that 
prince. The conference took place at Alencjon ; but the dauphin's ambafladors 
could never extort from the Englifh minifters a fair explanation of their mailer's 
preterifions. The conferences were terminated 5 but the dauphin, wrote to the 
king of England, defiring an interview, Henry, who was then engaged in the 
fiege of Rouen, replied, that as foon as the town was reduced, he would appoint 

a place for that purpofc. 

The city of Rouen which had fuftained a fiege of four months, was, by this 
time, reduced to the laft extremity. The inhabitants had fignalized their cour- 
age and fidelity 5 and had they not been betrayed by the miniftry, all the efforts 

iry to reduce them would have proved unfuccefsful. Before the enemy's 
approach they had burned the fuburbs 3 but at the commencement of the fiege,^ 
the Englifh took the fort of Saint-Catharine ; and foon after the reduction of 
Caudebec rendered them matters of all the paffes on the Seine, the pallage whereof 
they completely clofed by a triple row of iron chains ; the fir ft of which was 
funk in the river, the fecond was placed on a level with the furface, and the 
third raited two feet above the water. The navigation was no fooner interrupted 
than a dearth of provifions was felt in the town. Though the enemy had not in- 
verted Rouen till the end of Auguft, all the provifions were confumed by the 
month of October. Guy Bouteiller, the governor, who had been appointed by 
the Burgundian party, had totally neglefted the necefiary precautions as well for 
fupplying the town with provifions, as for defending it from the attacks of the 
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enemy. . Every part of his conduft proved him a traitor who had long fince fold 
himfelf to the king of England, to whom he tranfmitted a regular account of the 
proceedings of the inhabitants. 

Henry, enraged at the obftinacy of their defence, threatened them with ex- 
termination, unlefs they fpeedily furrendered. He ordered gibbets to be erect- 
ed, round the walls of the city, to which were fufpended all the prifoners he had 
taken.* Butfuch barbarous conduct, far from intimidating the inhabitants, only 
ferved to excite their indignation, and to render more frequent thofe impetuous 
fallies which often carried definition even to the royal tent. A breach- was no 
fooner made than repaired ; and the brave Normans evinced a refolution to 
bury themfelves beneath the walls of their capital, fooner than furrender it to the 
enemy. 

At the end of November the fiege was no farther advanced than on the firfl 
day. The king of England informed of the fituation of the inhabitants, refolv- 
^d no longer to prefs the attacks with fo much vigour, from a convi&ion that 
the place muft foon be reduced, by famine : fifty thoiifand of the inhabitants pe- 
rifhed during the fiege. Twelve thoufand perfons of both fexes were difmmed 
the town, as ufelefs mouths ; but the befiegers refufed them a pafTage through 
their camp* and drove them back into the ditches, at the foot of the ramparts, where 
they remained expofed to the weather, to hunger and third, and to the balls 
and arrows of the enemy, as well as to thofe of their own countrymen. Bai- 
lee ts were let down by the inhabitants from the top of the walls* to receive feve- 
ral new-born infants, of which the women were delivered in the ditch ; as foon 
as baptifm had been adminiftered to the innocent vidtims, they were returned to 
their expiring parentsf , left their flay might encreafe the dearth of provifions 
which prevailed in the city. 

Six deputies, having eluded the vigilance of the befiegers, repaired to Paris, 
where they reprefented the horrors of their fituation in fuch ftrong terms, that 
the Parliament appointed a number of magiftrates to fecond their remonftrances 
to the king and the duke of Burgundy. The duke gave them his word of ho- 
nour that he would immediately march, in perfon, againft the Englifh. The 
Arrierre-ban had been publifhed ; the orders to take up arms were repeated in 
the provinces, and the court advanced to Beuvais, which had been fixed on as 
the rendezvous of the troops. But all this vain pomp of preparation ended in 
an impotent attack on the Englifh army, by a detachment of eighteen hundred 
men, who were repulfed with confiderable lofs. 

Still the inhabitants of Rouen did not lofe courage. They were chiefly ex- 
cited to this fpirited refiftance by Alain Blanchard. Under his conduit, ten 

* Villaret, torn. xiv. p. 20. t VUlaret, torn. xiv. 22. 
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thoufand of the citizens agreed to make a defperate fally; a part of them had 
already reached the enemy's camp, when the bridge fuddenly gave way, (the 
perfidious governor having previoufly caufed the wood by which it was fupport- 
ed to be fawed nearly through) and let all thofe who were upon it fall into the 
river ; the reft were obliged to return to the city. At length the inhabitants, 
wholly unable to hold out any longer, fent, for the laft time, to fummon the 
king either to relieve them, or elfe to abfolve them from their oaths of fealty 
and allegiance. The duke of Burgundy pofitively promifed, that the French 
army fhould appear before the walls of Rouen, the day after Chriftmas-day j but 
when the time came, he lent them word that it was impoffible to afford them any 
afliftance, and that, therefore, they had only to make the beft terms they could 
with the king of England. 

A. D. 1419.] Henry, at firft, infifted that they fhould furrender atdifcre- 
tion but the inhabitants unanimoufly declared, that fooner than fubmit to fuch 
a degradation, they would all meet death in one general fally, after fetting fire to 
the city in various places. The king, informed by the governor of this defperate 
refolution, granted them more favourable terms. The articles of capitulation 
were accordingly drawn up, by which it was agreed that the garrifon fhould 
march out of the town without arms ; that the inhabitants fhould pay, at two 
inftallments, the fum of three hundred thoufand crowns, by way of ranfom 
and that they fhould take an oath of allegiance to Henry, as their lawful fove- 
reign; that they ihould enjoy all the privileges which had been granted them as 
well by fuch kings of England .as had been dukes of Normandy, as by the 
kings of France, to the time of Philip of Valois 3 and that a certain number of 
citizens, among whom was Alain Blanchard, fhould be delivered to the king*. 
Henry, dreading this courageous demagogue, ordered him to be immediately 
executed-)- : in his laft moments he difplayed a degree of firmnefs and intrepi- 
dity, which ought to have made the king blufh for his cruelty. 

The reduction of the capital was followed by the furrender of the few places 
in Normandy which had not yet fubmitted Chateau-Gaillard, a fortrefs fituated 
upon the Seine, near Andely, was the only place which ftill ventured to refift. 
It fuftained a fiege of fixteen months ; nor would the governor, Mauny, confent 
to yield, till all the cords for drawing water were entirely worn out, when the 
garrifon had nothing to drink. Meanwile the approach of the Englifh alarmed 
the capital, where famine had fucceeded the horrors of affafiination and pel- 
silence. The courfe of the Seine, both above and below Paris, being com- 
manded by the enemy and by the garrifon of Melun, who had declared in favor 
of the dauphin, all communications with the provinces was flopped. The dau- 

* Rym. Fred. torn. Ix. p. 664, 674, 677, 678, 679/682^ 683, &c. f Villaret, torn. xiv. p. 26. 
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phin opened a negociation, with the Englifh, at Alen^on, and with the Burgun- 

dians at Montereau ; while the Burgundians themfelves were alfo negociating 
with him and with Henry. 

Whether the duke of Burgundy {till entertained hopes of procuring a recon- 
ciliation with the dauphin, or whether he only wilhed to intimidate him, he re- 
newed the negotiations' with the Englilh, .whofe. plenipotentiaries repaired to 
Troyes, with frefh propofals from their fove reign . It was refolved that the two 
kings fhould have an interview between Meulan and Pontoife j and this refolu- 
tion was communicated to the dauphin, who was invited either to attend in per- 
fon, or elfe to fend plenipotentiaries who might, in his name, accede to the 
treaty meant to be concluded. The French court repaired to Pontoife, while 
Henry advanced to Mantes. The king, having had a frelh relapfe, was left at 
Paris. The princefs Catharine accompanied the queen. A field, enclofed 
with a double pallifade, was chofen for the interview. An equal number of 
Englilh and French troops had orders to poll themfelves at an equal diftance 
from the fpot. 

When the neceffary precautions for their mutual fafety had been taken, Ifabella, 
the princefs, and their retinue, accompanied by the duke of Burgundy and the 
rniniftcrs, entered a magnificent ^pavillion which had been erefted for their re- 
ception, where they found Henry. This firfl interview paffed in mere compli- 
ments. The queen perceived the impreflion which her daughter had made on 
his heart 3 and thinking that abfence might tend to irritate hisdefires, fhe refolvednoc 

to let Catharine attend the conferences in future. * Henry though he had con* 
ceived an affe&ion for the princefs, made love fubfervient to ambition. cc Fair 
" coufin," faid he, to the duke of Burgundy, " we wijh you to know that we will 
" have the girl, and the dower we demand with her y or elfe we will expel your king and 
"you from this kingdom.**' The duke fufFering his intereft to fubdue his fpirit, 
contented himfelf with obferving, that before Henry could accomplifh that object 
he would be tired of the war. 

But while the king of England was didtating the terms of peace, the dauphin, 
who forefaw the inevitable ruin of the country from the projefted accommoda- 
tion, difpatched Tanneguy du Chatel to Pontoife, with orders, at all. events, to 

break off the conferences. He bribed all the confidential friends of the duke of 
Burgundy, and engaged the lady of Giac, of whom that prince was enamoured, 
to fecond his endeavors. All the obftacles which had hitherto prevented a rer 
conciliation with the dauphin were fuddenly removed ; and the duke confented to 
a treaty, and left the prince matter of the conditions. All that remained to be 
done was to deceive the enemy, to amufe them fome time longer, and then to 

■ 
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ftart fome pretext for a rupture. The conferences were, accordingly, continued, 
during which the duke concluded his fecrct treaty. Every thing being fettled, 
he left Pontoife, and went to Corbeil, between which place and Melun, he had 
an interview with the dauphin. 

The treaty, figned by the two princes and the principal noblemen of either 
party^ was carried to Paris, and prefented to the parliament by the archbifhop of 
Sens. It contained a general amnefty for all paft tranfa&ions ; and ftipulated 
that the dauphin and the duke of Burgundy fhould jointly govern the flate, and 
unite their forces for the expulfion of the Englifh from France : the Parifians 
teftified their fatisfadtion on the occafion by public rejoicings] and their example 
was followed, by all the principal towns in the kingdom. 

Henry had not conceived it poffible that a reconciliation could take place 
between the dauphin and the duke of Burgundy ; but the late treaty deftroyed 
thofe hopes which he had founded on the diffentions prevailing between the rival 
parties. Far from being in a fituation to oppofe the undivided forces of France^ 
his army, which did not exceed twenty-five thoufand men, was fcarcely fuffici- 
ent to defend all the places he had reduced. His own dominions, too, were 
threatened with an attack from the Scotch ; while the kings of Caftile and Arra- 
gon, intent on affifting their ancient ally, had fent an army into Beam, for the 
purpofe of invefting Bayonne, and equipping a fleet, to convey a body of 
auxiliaries to France. Courage and diflimulation were the arms which Henry 
oppofed to this combination of difficulties. Willing to gain time, he propofed 
new terms, and by lengthening out the negoeiations, procured leifure for fettling 
his plan?. On the twenty- ninth of July the truce expired, and in the night of 
the thirtieth the duke of Clarence took Pontoife by affault. Lifle-Adam, the 
governor, efcaped in his fliirt. As the court had refided for fome time in this 
town, and had but juft left it, the Englifh found the greater part of the baggage 
of the princes and nobility. The booty is faid to have amounted to upwards of 
two millions of crowns.* The enemy being mafters of this poll, fpread them- 
felves over the Ifle of France, and infulted the fuburbs of Paris. The queen and 
the duke of Burgundy conducted the king to Troyes, leaving the capital, which 
was but - fcantily fupplied with provifions, and ill-difciplined troops, under the 
government of the young count of Saint- Paul. 

But notwithftanding thefe calamities, the moft flattering hopes were conceived 
from the recent union of the royal family ; all eyes were fixed on the dauphin 
and the duke of Burgundy : the fate of France depended on their conduct. It is) 
impoffible to fay, whether their reconciliation was fincere ; but they did not long 

pcrfift in the fentiments profefied on figning the treaty. The duke of Burgundy 

* Juvenal d« Urfins. Monftrelet, Titus Li vius. Elmham, 
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appeared loth to fulfil the principal condition, by which he had engaged to 
employ all his forces againft the Englifh. This inactivity, the condudt of Henry, 
•with whom he had juft entered intG a frefh negociation; the reduction of Pon- 
toife, and the retreat of the court at Troyes, formed a combination of circum- 
ftances that expofed him to fufpicions of treachery. 

The two princes had agreed to meet, on the eighteenth of Augiift, at Mon- 
tereauj but when the time approached they both evinced repugnance to the 
interview.* The dauphin's friends reprefented to him, that he rifqued the fafe- 
ty of the ftate by expofing his perfon to the faith of a prince, already ftained 
with the guilt of murder, committed in violation of the moft folemn oaths; of a 
prince, who, for the long fpace of twelve years, had rendered France a fcenc 
of horrors and of crimes. The irrefolution of the duke of Burgundy proceeded 
from different motives 5 fear and miftruft were familiar to a mind, goaded by 
the ftings of confeience: he delayed, as long as poffible, this fatal interview, 
which was, firft, put off to the twenty-fixth of Auguft, and, afterward, to the 
tenth of September. The dauphin, meanwhile, inceffantly folicited the duke no 
longer to defer a meeting on which the fafety of the ftate depended. Tanneguy 
du Chatel went feveral' times to Troyes for the purpofe of removing every obfta- 
cle. Sometimes he evinced a difpofition to yield to their folicitations, but his 
fears foon returned : it is faid that a Jew, named Monfque, who was verfed in 
judicial aftrology allured him, rc that if he went to Montereau> he would never 
" return" — Whatever it was that made an impreflion on his mind, that im- 
preflionwas fo ftrong that he determined not to leave Troyes, and de fired the 
dauphin to let the interview take place in that city. 

New expedients were employed to induce him to change his refolution. Du 
Chatel, who knew his fondnefs for the lady of Giac, had again recourfe to her; 
and her influence again prevailed. The dauphin had arrived at Montereau a fort- 
night before \ barriers had been eredted for their mutual fafety, on the bridge 
where the conference was to be holden ; and the duke's officers repaired to the 
fpot to examine them, and declared they were perfedtly fafe. The princes were 
to be accompanied by an equal number of noblemen ; and every caution which 
miftruft or fagacity could fuggeft was adopted. One end of the bridge was guard- 
ed by the dauphin's troops, the other by the duke's. A wooden apartment was 
conftrufted in the centre of the bridge, and in the middle of that apartment ano- 
ther barrier was fixed about the height of a chair. The dauphin entered 
firft, attended by Du Chatel, and nine others. After waiting fome time, 
he fent to the duke to haften his arrival. At length he appeared, followed by 
Charles of Bourbon, Noailles, and eight other perfons. As foon as he came on 
the bridge the barrier was locked; he then approached the dauphin, and after " 
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they had exchanged a few words the duke was maflacred, with Noailles, who 
attempted to defend him. The dauphin was carried into the town half-diftradbed, 
andalmoft fenfelefs. Thefe are the only circumftances of this event on which all 
authors agree. Whatever they-have added bears ftrong marks of their refpe&ivc 
prejudices. 

This event was produ&ive of the moft fatal confequences to the kingdom. In 
vain did the dauphin publifh manifeftos, in which he afferted that the duke of 
Burgundy had drawn his fword againft him, and made an attempt on his pcrfon, 
with a view to deprive him of his liberty : nobody believed him. The news of 
the murder was received at Paris with indignation and horror. The nobility, 
clergy, magiftrates, and citizens took an oath to revenge the duke's death, and 
immediately refumed the badges of faftion. The funeral obfequies were cele- 
brated in the cathedral, and in the churches with as much pomp as was 
ever obferved on the death of a king. Not content with paying thefe marks of 
honour, to the bafeji of mankind, the Parifians prefumed, in the effervefcence of 
their zeal, to queftion the right of the dauphin to the throne of his anceftors. 

The negleft of the dauphin and his adherents to profit by the death of the 
duke of Burgundy, affords an argument in favour of the fuppofition that 
the murder was not premeditated. They ought to have battened to Troyes, be- ' 

fore the death of the duke could have reached that city, and fecured the king's 

perfon, thereby giving to their fubfequent condu6t an appearance of lawful au- 
thority. Had they done this, the court, the minifters, the council, all whieh 
ftill reprefented a phantom of government would, as ufual, have yielded to the 
moft powerful party ; the dreadful effects of the queen's refentment would have 

been averted; and that princefs would have been prevented from plunging into 
frefti crimes. Twice had Ifabella feen the public objedt of her affedtions perilh 
by an affaffin. She had long deplored the lofs of the duke. of Orleans, but the 
defire of revenging a more recent infult had induced her to forget the fubjeft of 
her regret, and to court a reconciliation with his murderer. The death of that 
murderer now filled her mind with a fpirit of indignation, in which all her 
other paflions were thenceforth abforbed. She caufed a violent declaration to be 
lent, in the king's name, to all the towns in the kingdom, denouncing venge- 
ance againft the dauphin, and his accomplices > murderers of the duke of Burgundy*. 
She implored the alliance of England ; and, at the fame time, folicited the duke's 
fon to join his refentment to hers, and to make the revenge of his father's mur- 
der a common caufe. 

Philip, count of Charolois, was at Ghent, when he received the news of his 
father s end. He wanted that experience neceffar'y in the fituation in which he 

* Trefor des Chartres. # 
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was now placed ; his mind being folely occupied by the blind paffion of revenge, 
he overlooked every confideration of policy. Even his council, and the princi- 
pal nobility who were attached to the houfe of Burgundy, were not influenced 
by more rational principles. On the firft invitation, the marefchal of Burgundy 
had conduced a body of troops to Troyes, to quiet the fears of the queen, the 
court and the miniftry. The Parifians had deputed Morviiliers, the firft 
prefident of the parliament, to wait on the new duke, with offers of fervice. 
The other towns were eaqually forward in their profefiions; fo that the Burguri* 
dian fadtion became more powerful than ever. Every part of the' monarchy 
which ftill reminded entire was at the difpofal of- Philip ; he had the fame autho- 
rity, the fame refources, the fame domains as his father, and he enjoyed a repu- 
tation exempt from reproach. 

Any exertion, on the part of Henry, became fuperfluous; he had only to fuf- 
fer his enemies to puriue their own courfe ; and their paflions proved more fer- 
viceable to his ambitious fchemes, than his own valour and policy- The queen 
and the duke of Burgundy conduced themfelves with fo much paffion and pre- 
cipitation, that even the crown of France now courted his acceptance. So early 
as the twenty fourth of September, only a fortnight after the death of the late duke, 
the king of England had appointed enmmiflfaries to receive their propofals, and 
to regulate the conditions of the treaty ; the fundamental principles of which were 
not openly explained through fear of difgufting the nation. The queen and the 
duke of Burgundy had already taken their refolution fo far, that they gave 

to all the towns, which acknowledged their authority, afllirances of a peace. 

The dauphin, meanwhile, and his minifters, had retired into Berry, whence 
they advanced to the frontiers of Anjou, for the purpofe of engaging the duke 
of Brittany to efpoufe their caufe*. Charles had an interview with that prince, 
who came attended by a numerous retinue, having, previous to his departure, 
appointed a certain number of gentlemen, to whom he entrufted the care of his 
perfon. Although the duke, had hitherto fuffered his fubje&s to engage in 
the fervice of the dauphin, the two princes now parted with mutual diffatis- 
fa&ion. 

The remainder of this year was employed by the dauphin, in overrunning 
Touraine, Poitou and Languedoc- The government of this laft province he 
took from the count of Foix, and gave it to the count of Clermontf. He alfo 
re-eftablifhed the parliament of Touloufe. In the following year he completed 
the expnlfion of the prince of Orange, the Burgundian governor, by the redclion 
of Nifmes and Pont Saint-Eiprit, the only places which ftill adhered to 
the Burgundian faction in that part of France. Ambaffadors were fent by the 
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dauphin, tolblicitthe affiftance of the kings of Arragon and Caftile, and of the 
regent of Scotland. 

In the mean time the French, Englifh, and Burgundian plenipotentiaries com- 
pleted the misfortunes of the kingdom at Arras. Deputies from the principal 
towns had repaired to that city ; and Saint-Paul, governor of Paris, attended 
the conferences, on the part of the king of France. The dauphin propofed to 
Henry a negocration j but his propofal was rejefted. Henry no longer made 
any fecret of his defigns 5 as the time for accomplifhing his projects approached, 
his precautions for the removal of every obftacle encreafed. He fent orders to 
England to keep a ftridt watch over the prifoners taken at Azincourt : in his 
letter to the chancellor, he obferved that if any of them efcaped, and parti- 
cularly the duke of Orleans, it would be a moft unfortunate circumftance. This 
anxiety fufficiently announced his dread of that prince, who by his perfonal 
qualities and extenfive poflefiions, might have railed an impediment not eafy 
to be furmounted. 

The king of England conceived that, to convey to him a powerful kingdom, 
the confent of the nation was requifite. With the view of obtaining that confent, 
he formed private treaties with the principal towns. Paris concluded a truce 
with him from November the twentieth, till December the twelfth. He pro- 
mifed the inhabitants that, if declared heir to France, he would preferve all the 
privileges they enjoyed under their ancient fovereigns. Thefe manoeuvres, 
made the people infenfibly lofe fight of the laws of the monarchy. They fighed 
for a more tranquil ftate, and believed that any treaty which would put an end 

to this fcene of mifery muft be lawful. 

A. D. 1420.] The preliminary conditions of this important treaty were 
figned at Arras, in January. It was there agreed that Charles, during life, 



fhonld enjoy the title of king of France ; that Henry fhould marry the princefs 
Catharine, be declared heir to the kingdom, and immediately entrufted with the 
government ; the kingdom to pafs to his heirs-general ; that France and Eng- 
land fhould for ever be united under one king, but fhould ftill retain their feve- 
ral ufages, and privileges that all the princes, peers, vaflals and communities 
of France fhould fwear that they would adhere to the future fucceffion of Henry, 
and pay him obedience as regent 5 that this prince fhould unite his arms to thofe 
of king Charles and the duke of Burgundy, to fubdue the adherents of the 
dauphin \ and that thefe three princes fhould make no peace nor truce with him 
but by common agreement. 

Immediately after this convention, the duke of Burgundy entered into a con- 
federacy with Henry \ by which the two princes fwore and engaged to affift each 
other in purfuing the dauphin and his accomplices, till they had infli&ed on 

them " that punifhment which they defer.ved." By the fame treaty, the king 
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of England agreed,, as foon as he Ihould be declared king of France, to fettle on 
the duke and duchefs an annuity of twenty thoufand livres. It was farther 
agreed that one of the brothers of the king of England fhould marry the duke 
of Burgundy's fitter. 

While meafures were preparing for placing a foreign family on the throne , 
while arms and policy were at once employed to fap the foundations of the mo- 
narchy, that tranquillity which the province of Brittany had hitherto contrived to 
preferve amidft the general commotion, was difturbed by an event which at any 

other period would haye appeared incredible*. John duke of Brittany, had,, 
by his virtues, completely confirmed the rights of his houle to the fovereignty of 
that province. He reigned in the hearts of his fubjedts $ while the houfe 
of Blois-Penthievre, which had fo long been the rival of his family, con- 
tent with the fecond rank in the duchy, appeared to have forgotten their pre- 

tenfions. 

Oliver, count of Penthievre, with his brothers, Charles and John, lived in 
habits of intimacy with the duke, who admitted them into his councils, fuffered 
them to partake of all his pleafures and amufements, and even, fometimes, of 
his bed. He had refolved to appoint them guardians to his children, in cafe of 
his death. Yet, they were plotting his deftru&ion. Margaret de ClifTon, their 
mother, inceffantly excited them to this enterprize. 

Every thing being ready for the execution of the plot, the count of Penthievre 
went to Nantes, and invited the duke to pafs a few days with him at Chantoceaux. 
The prince, accepted the invitation ; and, left Nantes, accompanied by Oliver. 
He had no fooner paffed the fmall river Troubarde, than the confpirators took 
up the planks of the bridge, which had been previoufly loofened, in order to 
prevent his attendants, who were at fome diftance, from following him. Charles 
de Penthievre immediately appeared at the head of forty armed men, who attack- 
ed the few noblemen that were near the duke's perfon, wounded fome of them, 
loaded them all with chains, and then binding the duke himfelf, conveyed him 
to a neighbouring fortrefs. He was kept for five months in a ftate of captivity 
the moft rigorous, continually removing from one place to another. During 
that period, his rebellious vaffals made him fubmit to every kind of indignity, 
inceffantly placing before his eyes the inftruments of torture and death. The 
count repeatedly infulted him in the moft indecent manner, held his clenched 
hand to his face, and threatened to cut him in pieces ; in fhort, by deferring his 
death, they appeared to have no other view than that of prolonging his punilhment. 
Margaret, refufedthe confolation of relieving him from a ftate of uncertainty^ 
more infupportable than death itfelf. 

* Argent re, Nouvelte Hiftoire dl Bretagne. 
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. . The nobles of Brittany, enraged at this daring attempt on the perfon of their 
fove reign, affembled ; flew to arms, levied troops, and pur'fued the Penthievres 
who fled before them, from one retreat to another, without finding any afylum 
chat could fecure them from their rage. They inverted Chantoceaux, whither 
the old ccuntefs of Penthievre had retired with a part of her family. A breach 
was foon made in the walls, when Margaret, trembling for her life, perfuaded 
her fonsto releafe the duke. But Oliver firft exadted from his noble captive a 
promile to give him his daughter in marriage, and to reftore the places which had 
been taken. After this convention he w r as conduced to the camp of his friends, 
before the walls of Chantoceaux, where he was furrendered, by Charles of Pen- 
thievre, to the Breton nobility, who then fuffered Margaret to depart. The 
duke took poffcffion of Chantoceaux that fame day, and ordered the place to be 
levelled with the ground. 

The pope having abfolved him from the oaths which had been extorted from 
him during his captivity, Margaret de Cliffon and her three ions were cited to 
aniwer for the attempt committed on their fovereign. Not complying with this 
citation, they were declared infamous, and fentence of death was pronounced 
upon them by the parliament of Brittany ; their towns and fortreffes were de- 
molifliedj their property became the reward of thofe who had contributed to 
bring them to punifhment. Some time after they formed a fecond plan for 
affaffmating the duke, but it was attended with no better fuccefs than the firft. 
They were compelled to leave their country, and finiflied the remainder of their 

lives in difgrace. By this means did Margaret de Cliffon verify the prediftionof 
her father, the conftable, who had foretold that (he would one day occafionthe 
ruin of her family. 

The term now approached for the conclufion of that treaty, the preliminary 
conditions whereof had been figned at Arras. The duke of Burgundy, having 
afiembled his army, took the road to Champagne, accompanied by the Engliih 
ambaffadorj the earl of Warwick*. Having reduced fuch towns on his road as 
were in poffcffion of the dauphin, he arrived at Troyes on the twenty-ninth of 

April. The public entry of the duke into that city, was dillinguifhed by all the 

magnificence of regal fplendour. Charles, gave him fuch a reception as Ilahella 
had told him Was proper and juft. The claufes of the treaty were di feuded with 
the Englifh minifters, who carried a copy of the convention to their fovereign. 
On the receipt ofir, Henry, at the head of fixteen hundred men repaired to Pro 
vins, whence he fent a meffenger to announce his arrival to the court of France. 

The king had juft had a violent relapfe, and in this ftate of imbecility he was 

made to transfer a full power to the queen, and the duke of Burgundy, to re pre- 

* Monftrelet. luvenal des Urfms. Chron. MS, 
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lent him, and to difpofe of the kingdom. It had been fettled that the fir ft inter- 
view with the Engliih monarch fhoukl take place at a Ihort diftance from Troyes ; 
but Henry, entered that city on the twentieth of May. Next day the treaty was 
figned, and he was declared regent during the incapacity of Charles. 
. The day after the treaty was figned, Catharine was affianced to the king of 
England. Henry devoted but a very Ihort fpace of time to thofe pleafures 
which the ftate into which he had juft entered was calculated to afford ; .on the 
third day after his marriage, he marched to Sens, which furrendered to his arms. 
From Sens the combined armies of England and Burgundy proceeded to Mon- 
tereau, which was taken by afiault ; a part of the garrifon retired to the caftle. 
Henry hanged his prifoners before the walls of the caftle, which in a few days 
was reduced to the neceflity of capitulating. The king of England next direct- 
ed his attacks againft Melun,' which was defended by a ftrong garrifon, under 
the command of Barbazan, who fuftained the attacks of the enemy with a de- 
gree of intrepidity that aftoniihed Henry: although the artillery had levelled a 
part of the walls with the ditch that furrounded the town, he did not dare to 
rifle an afiault. A fcarcity of provifions compelled the garrifon to furrender. 
By the terms of the capitulation it was agreed that the lives of the troops fhould 
be fafe, and that they fhould be releafed without paying any ranfom. From 
thefe conditions were excepted all fuch as had been concerned in the murder of 
the late duke of Burgundy ; the greater part of the garrifon, with Barbazan, 
cheir commander, were thrown into prilbn at Paris, where feveral perifficd 

through want. 

After the reduction of Melun, the twomonarchs, repaired to the capital. They 
were received with every demonftration of joy. An aflembly of the three ef~ 
tates of the kingdom was held in Charles's palace, in which the treaty of Troyes 
was declared to be an irrevocable law of the realm. The dauphin and his ac- 
complices, as the aflaflins of the duke of Burgundy, were formally pronunced 
guilty of kfe majejly, deprived of their right of Jucceilion to all honors and digni- 
ties ; and their fubje<5Uand vafials abfolved from their oaths of fealty. 

Henry, who had now attained to the fummit of his ambition, is accufed by 

the French hiftorians, of having exercifed his authority with cruelty and defpo- 
tifm that rendered it infupportable*. After impofing a heavy tax on the Pari- 
fians, and fubje&ing the Normans — to impofts upon fait, and other articles of 
confumption, he difmifled all officers and placemen whofe fidelity he fufpe&ed. 
Of \ the king's houfhold he left but a few fuperanuated officers. The court of 
Charles was almoft forfaken, while that of Henry difplayed all the pomp and 

luxury of the age. That monarch had fecured Paris by a formidable garrifon,. 

* Villaret, t. xiv. p. 106, & fuiv. 
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and by taking poffeffion of the Louvre, the Baftiie, and the caftle of Vincenncs. 
The duke of Clarence was appointed governor of Paris, in room of Saint 
Paul. 

The Parifians, at this time, experienced a complication of wretchednefs. 
The winter was extremely fevere, and joined to a dearth of provifions, reduc- 
ed the people to the latt extremity. Paris, which had already loft more than one 
half of its inhabitants, was daily deferted by numbers, who haftened to join 
the lawful heir to the throne. This extenfive city foon became one vaft delart, 
in many parts whereof, the wolves nightly prowled for prey. Such was the 
ftate, not only of the capital, but of many of the principal towns ; a more 
horrid fituation than that of France, can fcarcely be conceived. 

The dauphin unable to refift his enemies confined his efforts to fortifying him- 
felf in the countries beyond the Loire. In his capacity of regent, he removed 
the parliament and univerfity of Paris to the city of Poitiers. Thus were there 
feen in France, at the fame time, two kings, two queens, two regents, two 
parliaments, and two univerfities of Paris. The dauphin had the misfortune to 
lofe two of his beft friends ; the firft was the count of Vertus, younger brother 
to the duke of Orleans, who died in the bloom of youth s the fecond was Lewis 
of Anjou, who went to Italy, on the invitation of Sforza, to the conqueft of 
Naples. To counterbalance thefe difad vantages, he obtained from Scotland, 
feven thoufand men, under lord Buchan. 

A. D. 142 1.] Henry, after appointing the duke of Clarence, lieutenant- 
general of Normandy, and leaving him ten thoufand men to fupport his authority, 
left Paris, and repaired to Rouen, where he obtained a fupply of money from 
the clergy. He then conduced his young confort to England, where fhe was 
crowned on the twenty-fecond of February, 1421*. 

- During the abfence of the Englilh monarch, his brother, the duke of Clarence, 
affembled his troops, and proceeded to the city of Angers, which he inverted. 
The redu&ion of this place would have opened for the Englifh a free entrance into 
Poitou, Touraine, and the Orleanois, and have compelled the dauphin to retire 
to the very extremity of the kingdom. To raife the fiege, therefore, became 
an objeft of importance ; and, for this purpofe, the troops formed a jundtion 
with the Scottilh forces, under the earl of Buchan. Advancing as far as the 
fmall town of Bauge, they thence fent a defiance to the duke of Clarence, 
which was immediately accepted. That prince, inftantaneoufly decamped, and 
by a forced march arrived about noon, the next day, in fight of the French 

army. 

The Englilh fought with valour 5 but they had not Henry to command them. 

* Rymer's Fcedera, torn, x: ^49. T, Elmharn, c. 1 12. 
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The duke of Clarence pofiefled the courage of his brother, but he wanted his 
genius and military (kill. He fcarcely allowed hirnfelf time co draw up his 
troops in order of battle ; nor would he wait the arrival of the earl of Saliiburv, 
who was haftening to join him with a corps-de-referve, left that nobleman fliould 
partake with him in the glory of the day. The fignal being given, and the 
battle begun, the duke, negle&ing the firft duties of a general, prcffed forward 
into the thickeft of the fight, and, at the very commencement of the aftioa 
was thrown on the ground. Bouteiller immediately attempted to fecure him, in 
the hope of procuring, by that means; the releafe of the duke of Orleans, 
whom Henry muft have confented to exchai _ 

proved fruitlefs. The Englifti rufhed onwards in crowds to refcue their general ; 
and the French being equally anxious to retain a prize fo valuable, prodigies of 
valour were performed on both fides. In this dreadful encounter the duke of 
Clarence was flain by the earl of Buchan. The EngHfh at laft fled, leaving 
two thoufand five hundred men at arms on the field of battle. The a£Hon was 
over when the earl of Saliflbury appeared with his corps-de-referve \ and the 
French generals deeming it imprudent to renew the fight retired with their pri~ 



loners. 



for 



by the Scots, promoted the earl of Buchan to the office of conftable of France, 
which had been vacant ever fince the murder of the count of Armagnac. 

Henry, was at Beverley when he received intelligence of his brother's defeat, 
he haftened to London, and applied hirnfelf with ardour to collect a powerful 
army, and' a fufficient fupply of money to defray the expences of a vigorous 
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campaign 



of May 



him money ; and, at the fame time, ratified the treaty of Troyes. The Eng- 



June, landed the next 

day at Calais, with twenty -four thoufand archers, and four thoufand horfe. Du- 
ring his abfence in England, the dauphin's party had acquired confiderable 
ftrength. La Hire defeated a body of troops, in Campagne, under the command 
of the Count de Vaudemont, who was taken prifoner. James de Harcourt ra- 
vaged the frontiers of Aftois and Picardy, took Pont de Rerni, and reduced feverai 
fortrefles in Ponthieu and Vimeu. The dauphin, accompanied by the duke of 
Alen^on, and the new conftable, befieged and took 
tending.their incurfions into the Chartrain, they reduced Gaillardon, and put the 
governor, to death. 

But a negociation, more advantageous than thefe fucceffes, had procured the 
dauphin an important ally, in the duke of Britany. Although that prince had 
concluded a leparate truce with England, he had hitherto refuied to fubfenbe the 
treaty of Troyes. His fubie&s detefted the Englilh ; and he had reafons for 

Vol. II. Uu 
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being difpleafed with their conduct. While kept in cofinement by the Penthie- 
vreSy, his duchefs and the ftates of the province had applied for affiftance to the 
king of England, but in vain ; the nobles of Brittany who had taken up arms in 
defence of their fovereign, had entreated Henry to permit the count of Riche- 
mont, then a prifoner at London, to come and command them, offering to 
reftore him at the end of the campaign, or to pay for him any ranfom which 
the king might chufe to exa6t. The Englifh monarch deferred his anfwer, 
refilling the folicitations of the count, who could not obtain permiflion to return 
to his native country, till a fortnight after his brother had been reftored to 

liberty. By granting a conditional releafe to Richemont, Henry flattered him- 

felf, that, the duke of Brittany would be deterred from contracting any alliance 
with the dauphin. The count, exerted all his influence for that purpofe; but 
his efforts proved ineffedtual. 

This alliance was an additional motive to Henry to haflen.his exertions. On 
his arrival in France, he was met by the duke of Burgundy at Montreuil. 
After fettling their plan of operations the two princes parted ; the duke went to 
afiemble his troops, and the king repaired to Paris, where he made preparations 
for carrying on the war with vigour. He was joined by the duke of Burgundy, 
at the head of three thoufand men. As their united forces were too numerous 
to find fubfiftence in a country already kid wafte ; it was agreed that they ftiould 
feparate, and that the king fhould march againft the dauphin, while the duke 
employed his troops in reducing the few towns in Ponthieu and Picardy which 
ftill held out fqr that prince. 

On the approach of the Englifh army, the dauphin retired towards Orleans. 
Henry invcfted Dreux, which furrendered at difcretion, and Tillieres the go- 
vernor of the place, having been found in arms, after fwearing to obferve the 
treaty of Troyes, was hanged. The Englifh monarch had, in his former ex- 
pedition, carried over the king of Scots, whom he perfuaded to fend orders to 
his countrymen, who had joined the dauphin, to leave the French fervice ; but 
the earl of Buchan , replied, that he fhould obey no commands from a king in 



captivity. 



The Englifh advanced to the banks of the Loire, above Orleans. They 
reduced the caftle of Beaugency, and fome other places, bur the impofilbility 
of procuring fubfiftence for fo numerous an army, without foraging at a diftance 
from the main body, incefiantly expofed the troops to the attacks of the 
dauphin's fcouring parties, and of the enraged peafantry, who fecured them- 
felves from purfuit, in the extenfive fore ft of Orleans. Thefe inconveniences, 
joined to an epidemic dyfentery, compelled Henry to return, after lofmg four 
thoufand men, aim oft without fighting*. 

* Villaret, torn. xiv. p, 136. 
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Meanwhile the duke of Burgundy had entered Ponthieu, and inverted Saint 
Riquier, a place of great ftrength. Some of the dauphin's generals having 
aifembled troops, advanced. The duke haftened to meet them, and a defperate 
aftion took place. The Armagnacs were defeated. Saint Riquier immediately 
furrendered on condition that the prifoners, taken in this battle, Ihould be 
reftored to liberty. This check completely ruined the dauphin's party in 
Picardy and Ponthieu, where the fmall number of places occupied by his 
adherents opened their gates to the enemy. 

The king of England, after he had refrefhed his troops prepared to befiege 
Meaux*. On the fixth of O&ober, the earl of Exeter took poffefTion of the 
iuburbs, where in a few days, he was joined by the king, with the reft of his 
troops, which might amount to twenty-five thoufand men. The garrifon did 
not exceed one thoufandf $ but they were all chofen troops, with the bafturd of 
Vaurus at their head. .They evinced a determination to defend the place to 
the laft extremity, and the fituation of the town, and the ftrength of its 
fortifications, feemed to juftify their hopes of a fuccefsful refiftance. Meaux is 
divided by the Marne into two parts, diftinguifhed by the different appellations 
of The City> and The Market-place ; the latter is formed into an ifle, by a canal 
fupplied by the waters of the Marne. The Marche was, at this time, ftrongly 
fortified, being furrounded by a wall, provided with parapets, and flanked at 
equal diftances by round towers, of the fame height, on the top of which 
grew large trees that, at a diftance, exhibited the appearance of a foreft in the 
air, Thefe ramparts were conftru&cd with fuch folidity, that the greater part 
of them are ftill ftanding. 

Though the fiege was prefied with the utmoft vigour, and all the machines 
then in ufe were employed in battering the walls, a long time elapfed before any 
imprefTion could be made on them. The inhabitants difplayed the fame intre- 
pidity with the garrifon 3 and continual fallies were made, in which no quarter 
was fhown ; all the prifoners, on both fides, being maflacred as foon as taken J. 
Vaurus, the governor, had fet the example to encreafe the ardour of his troops, 
by eftabliftiing an irreconcileable animofity between them and the enemy. When- 
ever an Enffliftiman or Burgundian was taken, he ordered him to be hanged on a 
neighbouring tree, which acquired , the appellation of the oak of Vaunts he expofed 
on the ramparts, in fight of the befiegers, an afe wich a crown on his head, at 
whofe fide was placed a man blowing a horn, and calling to the Engliih from 
time to time, to come to the affiftance of their lbvereign. Henry, enraged, re- 
doubled his efforts •> while Vaurus, being in daily expectation of relief from the 
dauphin, treaced his threats and attacks with equal contempt. But the Engliih 
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having ftrongly fortified their camp were fecure from fur prize ; and D'Offemont 
attempted to enter the town with forty men at arms, was taken prifoner. Still 
thegarrifon were fo little apprehenfive of being reduced to the neceffity of fur- 
rendering, that they releafed, on payment of a confiderable ranfom, Peter of 
Luxembourg, though by detaining him, they would have been certain,, in cafcr 
of a capitulation, of preferving their own lives, and of enfuring more favourable 

terms than they could otherwife expedt. 

At length a practicable breach having been effe&ed in the walls of the city, 
Vaurus made the inhabitants retire, with their moft precious effe&s into the 
Marche. All hopes of afliftance from the dauphin were now at an end. The 
provifions were nearly exhaufted ; and the ramparts were efientially damaged by 
the repeated attacks of the enemy. In this fituation, the king of England fum- 
moned the garrifon to furrender, and meeting with a refufal, he ordered a general 
aflault, which lafted feven hours, and was attended with a vaft effufion of blood 
on both fides. In the heat of the a£tion, the garrifon having broken or loft all 
their lances, made ufe of fpits and continued to fight with fuch intrepidity that 

the Englifh were obliged to retire. This, however, was their laft effort. The 
chiefs of the companies, of which the garrifon was compofed, did not think it 
prudent, by a longer refiftance, to fall vi&ims to the defpair of Vaurus. They 
accordingly agreed to deliver him and five others to Henry ; the fortrefs was then 
furrendereci to the Englifh : the governor was hanged on his favourite oak, and 
his five afibciates, one of whom was the man that had blown the horn on the 
ramparts, were conducted to Paris, and there executed. The garrifon remained 
prifoners of war, and moft of the officers were compelled to purchafe their liberty 
by the furrender of all the fortre ATes in their poficfiion. 

Among the prifoners was Philip de Gamaches, abbot of Saint Pharon, who had 
difplayed great courage during the fiege. The king of England fent word to the 
lord of Gamaches, who was governor of Compegne, that if he did not immediately 
furrender that city, he would throw the abbot into the river*. The threat gave to 
Henry poffeffion of the place. 

The dauphin's generals finding it impoffible to force the Englifh camp before 
Meaux had endeavoured ta draw off their attention to another quarter. With this 
view they firft took by furprize the bridge of Meulan, and foon after re- 
duced the town of Avranches ; but Henry ftill continued the fiege of Meaux, and 
fent the earl of Salifbury into Normandy, with a detachment of troops, who 
fpeedily recovered the places which had been taken. 

The reduction of Meaux was followed by the furrender of a number offmall 
towns and fortrefies, which haftened to open their gates to the conqueror. From 

* Villare:. 
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the borders of Campagne to the fea-fide, Crotoy was the only place which re- 
filled to fubmit to the Englifh. Difcouraged by this lucceffion of lofTes, thofe 
men who had hitherto delayed their fubmifiion to the prevailing power, now 
yielded to the torrent ; and even many of the dauphin's adherents, deeming his 
caufe defperate, forfook him. James de Harcourr, one of his generals, who 
had recently obtained fome advantage over the enemy on-the frontiers of Nor- 
mandy, was attacked on his retreat, and defeated wich the lofs of three hundred 

men. 

A. D. 1422.] The king of England, after pafling g. few days at Meaux, and 
giving orders for repairing the fortifications returned to Paris, where he made 
his public entry, accompanied by his queen, who had left England fome time 

before. The inhabitants notwithftanding their diftrefs, incurred a prodigious 
expencefor the reception of Henry and Catharine. After a fhort ftay at Paris 
Henry prepared for new expeditions. He conducted the court to Senlis, and ad- 
vanced himfelf as far as Compiegne, while the earl of Warwick invefted Saint- 
Vale ry, which furrendered by capitulation, after fuftaininga fiege of three months, 
carried on with vigour, both by land and fea. 

While the king of England was at Compiegne, he received intelligence of a 
confpiracy which haftened his return to the capital. The wife of one of the king's 
attendants had formed the bold defign of delivering Paris into the hands of the 
dauphin*. The day was fixed, and an adequate number of refolute men were 
polled in the environs of the city, when the plot was detected by a prieft. The 
woman was immediately feized, and her accomplices were executed. 

The dauphin, with the auxiliaries* he had received from Scotland and Caftile, 
had, by this time, colle&ed an army of twenty thoufand men, the command of 
which was given to the earl of Buchan, as. conftable of France. With thefe troops 
he formed the fiege of Cofne, the garrifon of which agreed to furrender if not re- 
lieved by the duke of Burgundy before the eighteenth of Auguft. The duke fent 
ameffage to the king of England, requefting a reinforcement, although his own 
forces were fuperior, in number, to thofe of the dauphin. Henry replied that he 
would attend him in perfon. He left Paris ; but, on his arrival at Senlis, was feized 
either with a fiftula or a pleurifyf. He was conveyed to Vincennes, while the: 
command of the troops devolved .on the duke of Bedford. 

When the Englilh and Burgundians approached the army of the dauphin, that 
prince would fain have rifqued an aftion, but being prevailed on to follow the 
more prudent advice of his generals, he raifed the fiege of Cofne. The duke of 

* Jc>urnal de Paris. 

t Juvenal des Urfins, and other French Hiftorians afcribe the death of Henry to a fiftula'; but 
Peter Baffit, who was his chamberlain at that time, affirms he died of a pleurin\ See Goodwin 
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Burgundy detached two thoufand men to attack his rear-guard, they were defeat- 
ed, with confiderable lofs. 

The duke of Bedford now haftened back to Henry, whom he found at the laft 
extremity. He fent for the earl of Warwick, and feme other noblemen; and, 
delivered his inftru&ions as to the future difpofal of his kingdom and family. He 
entreated them to continue to his infant fon thofe marks of attachment and 
efteem which he had ever experienced from them. He defired they would cul- 
tivate the friendfhip of the duke of Burgundy, and make him an offer of the 
regency of France 3 but, if he fhould rejed it, he appointed the duke of Bed- 
ford to that office. The education and perfon of his fon he committed to the 
earl of Warwick. He enjoined them not to liberate the prifoners taken at the 
battle of Azincourt, till his fon fhould be able to take the reins of government'; 
he recommended his queen to their care and protection 3 and he conjured them, 
if they fhould find it impoflible to place his fon on the throne of France, never 
to make peace without obtaining the abfolute fovereignty of Normandy, lit 
expired, on the thirty-firft of Auguft, 1422, in the thirty-fourth year of his 
age, and the tenth of his reign. 

The duke of Burgundy repaired to Paris immediately after the death of the 
Englifh monarch ; the government of the kingdom was offered him, but he re- 
fufed to accept it, and, notwithftanding the intrigues of the queen, who had 
afpired to the regency herfelf, ceded it to the duke of Bedford, whofe authority 
was acknowledged without contradiction. The military and political talents of 

this prince were tempered by a degree of moderation which was wanting in the 

character of his brother. 

The death of Henry, far from effecting a revolution in favour of the dauphin, 
feemed to render his affairs more deiperate. Several noblemen forfook his 
party j and the duke of Brittany, in violation of the treaty of Sable, charged 
his minifter to accede to that of Troyes. This change in his conduit proceed- 
ed from reports, that the dauphin had formed a plan for affaffmating him. The 
accufation was deftitute of probability ; but the temper of the times afforded 
fo me excufe for the duke's credulity. The Bretons entered Poitou and advanc- 
ed to the frontiers of Aunis, with a defign to furprize Rochelle, but the dauphin, 
apprized of their intentions, had time to prevent the execution of their plan. 

Charles the Sixth finifhed, at this period, a life of misfortune ; having furviv- 
ed his fon-in-law 5 Henry, only fifty-one days. His death, which happened on 
the twenty-firft of October, 1422, was occafioned by a violent fevtr. None of 
the princes of the blood attended his funeral. The treafury did not contain 
*noney iufficicnt to pay the expences of it. 
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A. D. 142a.] CHARLES the Seventh was at the cattle of Efpally, when he 
heard of his fathers death. Solicitations of his nobles were requifite to rouze 
him to thofe a&ive duties which his fituation called for. The duke of Bedford, 
as regent of the kingdom, had afiembled the principal citizens of Paris. He 
renewed the profcription againft the lawful monarch, and exadted an oath of al- 
legiance to the young king of England from every inhabitant of the city. 

The Englifh, at this period, were matters of Paris, Normandy, the Ifle of 
France, Brie, Champagne, Picardy, Ponthieu, the Boulenois, the town and 
diftrift of Calais, and the greater part of Aquitaine ; while, from their alliance 
v/ith the duke of Burgundy, they fecurcd the duchy whence he derived his title, 

with Flanders and Artois. 

Charles was confined to the provinces of Languedoc, Dauphne and Au- 
vergne ; the Bourbonnois, Berry, Poitou, Saintonge, Touraine, and the 
Orleanois, with a part of Anjou and Maine. 

The tender age of the Sixth Henry, only nine months old at the death of 
his father, was fupplied by the ability and experience of his two uncles, the 
dukes of Bedford and Gloucefter. The regent was gifted with prudence, 
valour and generofity ; he was feconded by the molt renowned generals of the 
age, and was at the head of armies enured to viftory, while the whole power of 
England was at his command ; and the northern provinces of France con- 
tributed their efforts to reduce the remainder of the kingdom to fubje&ion. 

At the head of the king's party, were the earl of Buchan, conftable of 
France ; the marefchals de la Fayette, and de Severac, Xaintrailles, La Hire^ 
Harcourt, La Tremoille, and the baftards of Orleans and Bourbo.i. Thefe, 
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warriors were endued with intrepid courage, but, as generals, none of them 
were to be compared with the officers which England had to oppofe to them. 

Thus the regent had every advantage, which extent of territory, experienced 
generals, difciplined troops, and pecuniary refourccs could afford him. The 
fituation of Charles, too, was rendered more dangerous, by the facility of hi* 
temper, which made him a dupe to his favourites. This appeared in die firit 



event of his reign. 



A. D. 1423.] Though it was in the depth of winter, hoftilities had never 
ceafed $ Graville, in January, having taken Meulan by aflault, and put the 
garrifon to the fword, the duke of Bedford, and lord Salifbury, inverted the 
place. Graville informed the king of his fituation, and Charles ordered Nar- 
bonne and Aumale to his relief, with lix thoufand men. "When this detachment 
arrived within fix leagues of their place of deftination, a mifunderftanding took 
place between the leaders, and the troops difoanded for want of fay. It is faid, 
that du Chatel had received money for that purpofe, which he diffipated. The 
garrifon of Meulan, finding themfelves betrayed, pulled down the king's 
banners from the walls, in fight of the enemy, and afked to capitulate. 
Several of the garrifon entered into the Englifh fervice ; Graville % was among 
the number, but he afterwards returned to his duty. 

Lifle-Adam retook Ferte-Milon, which the French had reduced, while Lux- 
embourg completed the expulfion of the royalifts from Picardy. The caftles of 
Marcouffy and Montlhery were alfo taken by the Englifh. A confpiracy, 
entered into by fome citizens of Paris, to deliver the capital to the king, 
being dete&ed by the regent, the confpirators were executed j a woman who had 
joined them was burned alive. 

The comriiencement of his reign was highly unfavourable to the new monarch. 
Independent of the checks he received in the defeat of his troops, and the demo- 
lition of his fortrefles, he had the mortification to lofe a valuable ally, the duke 
of Brittany. The count of Richemont had, by this time, recovered his former* 
influence over the mind of his brother. The regent releafed the count from his 
parole, on which he had been permitted by Henry the Fifth to vifit his native 
country; and by his perfuafion, the duke feconded the Englifh arms. 

To thefe negociations fucceeded the operations of war. The reduction of 
fmall towns was of little importance, as the garrifons, generally furrendering by . 
capitulation, were at liberty to haften to the defence of fome other place. No 
quarter was fhewn when a town was taken by afTault ; nor even when, after an 
obftinate refiftance, it furrendered at difcretion. The garrifon of Orfay having 
fuftained a fiege of fix weeks, were fent to Paris to be executed; but through the 
interceflion of the duchefs of Bedford, their lives were fpared. 

The French, in the mean time, had not been idle ; Ma^on and Crevant had 
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furrendered to their arms, but the laft was retaken by the Englilh, at die 
moment that a body of Scottilh troops, which had recently landed under the 
command of Stuart, together with a French detatchment arrived to relieve it. 
The French laid fiege to Crevant a fecond time, with ten thoufand men. 
Salilbury, who was then employed in the fiege of Montaguillon, left a fufficient 
number of troops to keep the garrifon in awe, and marched with the reft to Aux~ 
erre, where he was joined by Toulongeon, marefchal of Burgundy. It was re- 
folved to attack the royalifts before Crevant, where a fliarp conflift enfued, in 
which the befiegers were routed with the lofs of fifteen hundred men. The num- 
ber of prifoners was ftill more confiderables among them was Stuart, conftable of 
Scotland. 

This difafter was followed by the redu&ion of Montaguillon, Ma^on, and 
Coucy. In fhort, all the northern provinces of France were in poffefiion of the 
Englilh, except the ftrong fortrefs of Mount Saint-Michael, in Normandy, 
and the town of Crotoy, in Ponthieu, fituated at the mouth of the Somme. 
Crotoy was, foon after, obliged to capitulate. 

Every effort which Charles made to repair his loffes, feemed only to encreafe 
them. While La Hire reduced Compiegne, Xaintrailles took by aflauk the 
towns of Ham and Guife. But the Englilh retook Ham, and invefted Guife, 
where Xaintrailles was taken prifoner, in a fally. Lifle-Adam, though defeated 
by La Hire, with the lofs of five hundred men, compelled the French to 
evacuate Compiegne. 

John de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk, with two thoufand five 
hundred men, entered Anjou, and laid wafte the country to the gates of Angitrs. m 
He then took the road to Normandy through Maine, carrying off twelve" 
thoufand oxen. The count of Aumale, governor of Anjou, affembling the 
nobility of the province, refolved to intercept the retreat of this invader. 
He purfued the enemy, and overtook them near Gravelle, a town in Maine. 

Pole drew up his troops behind his carriages, and received the French with 
refolution. But Aumale had detached part of his army, who attacked the 
Engiifh in the rear, while he engaged them in front ; this manoeuvre decided 
the vi&ory ; after an obftinate reliftance, the Engiifh were defeated with the 
lofs of fifteen hundred men. Pole was tJ:en prifoner, and exchanged for 
Stuart. This vi&ory revived the fpirits of the royalifts. About the lame 

time, Charles obtained a fupply of one thoufand men at arms, and five hundred 
lances, from the duke of Milan. As thefe troops entered Beaujolois, they 
received a meffage from the governor of la Buiffiere, informing them that he 
was then negotiating with Toulongeon, for the furrender of the town ; and as 
the marefchal knew nothing of their march, it would be eafy to furprize him 
when he went to take poffefiion. This ftratagem was executed with fuch 
Vol. II. X x 
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fecrecy and fuccefs, that Toulongeon, on entering la Buiffiere with feven 

hundred men, was made prifoner, with all his followers. The duke of Savoy, 
perceiving that the flames of war, were advancing with rapidity toward the 
frontiers of his territories, negotiated a truce between the king and the duke of 



Burgundy for the Lyonnois and Burgundy. 



of his allies by honours and 



rewards. To Stewart, conftable of Scotland, he gave the county of Evreaux, 
and the lordlhip of Aubigny, which was long poflHfed by that branch of his 
family eftablifhed in France. The king's ambafTadors had ratified the ancient 
treaties with Scotland, and obtained a frefh fupply of five thoufand men. Theie 
troops landed at Rochelle towards the end of the. year 142,3, under the com- 
mand of Archibald, earl of Douglas, on whom Charles beftowed the duchy of 
Touraine, with the dignity of lieutenant-general of the kingdom in time of 
war. This honour, which placed the earl above all the military men in 
France, not even excepting the conftable, excited the murmurs of the French 
nobility. 

A. D. 1424.] To counterad the effe&s of this liberality to the Scots, 
^lifti miniftry deemed it prudent to releafe the king of Scotland, who 
had been detained in captivity for fixteen years ; on condition that he fnoukl 
pay forty thoufand marks for his ranfom, and fign a truce for feven years with 
England, during which time neither of the contracting parties ihould afford 
afiiftance to the enemies of the other. Theie terms being complied with, 
James returned to Scotland in March 1414. 

The enfuing campaign commenced with trifling fkirmifhes, and fieges, 
which occupied either army till the approach of fummer. The earl of Salil- 
bury was then fent by the regent to inveft Ivry, a fmall town in Normandy. 
Giraut, the governor, was reduced to the neceffity of capitulating, when he 
agreed to furrcndcr the place, if not relieved before the fifteenth of Auguft. 
Charles refolved to make an effort to relieve him ; having collected feven 
thoufand Scots, fifteen hundred Italians, and ten thoufand French, he fcnc 
them to Ivry, under the command of the earls of Douglas and Buchanj the 
duke of Alen^on, la Fayette, the count of Aumale, and the vifcount of Nar- 
bonne. But when they arrived within fight of the Englifh camp, which the 
duke of Bedford had recently entered wich a frelh body of troops, they found 
it fo well fituated, and fo ftrongly defended, as to preclude all hopes of a 
fuccefsful actack ; they were, therefore, compelled to retire; and, turning to 
the left, advanced to Verneuil, which the inhabitants, in fpite of the garrifon, 
delivered up. Ivry in the mean time furrendered ; and the regent, followed 
the French to Verneuil ; but finding that place already in their pofteffion, he 
chofe an advantageous poft, in the hope that they would afford him an oppor- 
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tunity of bringing them to a decifive engagement. The earl of Douglas 
called a .council of war, at which the thoughtlefs impetuofay of the French, 
overcame the prudence of the Scots, who urged, that as there was no abfolute 
neceffity for an aftion, it would be madnefs to rifle the lofs of an army which, 
formed the laft refource of the king. This advice being rejected by the French 
nobility, an aftion was refolved on, and condudled with the fame temerity 
which didated the refolution. Douglas had drawn up his forces under the 
walls of Verneuil, with a defign to entice the Englifh from their advantageous, 
fituation ; but the vifcount of Narbonne fruftrated his proje6t, by precipitately 
advancing towards the enemy, and obliging the whole line to follow him 
without order or regularity. The Englifh archers, let fly a volley of arrov.s at 
the foremoft ranks of the French army ; and though prefled by fuperior numbers, 
and compelled to retreat, they foon rallied behind the baggage, and continued to* 
do great execution. The conteft was maintained with confiderable fury, for- 
three hours, when viftiory declared for the Englifh. The earl of Douglas 
and his fon ; the earl of Buchan Harcourt, count of Aumale ; with a number 
of gentlemen, were left dead on the field. The lofs of the French amounted to 
Jive thoufand men ; and that of the Englifh to fixteen hundred. Verneuil was * 
inverted the day after the battle, and the garrifon were compelled to capitulate, 
for want of provifions, on the fourth day of the fiege. 

The king's finances were now totally exhaufted j his only army was annihilated; 
his mod powerful adherents were either flain or in captivity ; his hopes of 
affiftance from Scotland were deftroyed by the liberation of the king of Scots,, 
and, to render his misfortunes complete, Charles devoted the greater part of his 
time to luxurious enjoyments, and fubmitted to favourites deftitute of principle 
or ability. Yet a Angle incident counteracted this combination of unfavourable 
circumftances, and deprived the Englifh of fuch an opportunity to complete their 

conquefts, as they never could recall. 

In the preceding reign, Jaqueline, countefs of Hainaut and Holland had fled: 
from the dominions of her hufband the duke of Brabant to England. During her 
refidence at the Englifh court, the duke of Gloucefter was tempted to make her 
an offer of his hand. Finding the countefs inclined to accept his offer, he figned 
a contraft of marriage, without waiting to procure a papal difpenfation, and with- 
out obtaining the confent of the duke of Burgundy (coufin-german to the duke 
of Brabant) whofe alliance was of fo much confequence to the Englifh nation. 
That prince was extremely irritated at this ftep ; and, though the duke of Bed.- 
ford's efforts to calm his refentment had proved effeftual fo long as Gloucefter 
made no attempt to feize the inheritance of his wife, his brother's imprudent con<- 
duft foon gave to that refentment both energy and effect. Gloucefter raifed an 
army in. the fummer of 1424, with which he landed at Calais in the month ofT 

X x 2 
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O&ober, fix weeks after the battle of Verneuil, that is to fay, precifely at the 
time when king Charles, deftitute of all refources, only waited for the jun&ion of 
the Englifh and Burgundian forces, to fee his ruin completed. Gloucefter's 
arrival fufpended the fatal blow. 

The duke of Burgundy at the difembarkation of thefe troops, imagined, that 
they were to reinforce the Englifli army ; he was foon, undeceived, when he 
received intelligence that Gloucefter, with his intended wife, had entered Hain- 
aut, and reduced moft of the principal towns in the province. The duke im- 
mediately ilfued orders to all his fubjefts and vaffals to take up arms, and to 
march under the conduft of the count of Saint-Paul and Lifle-Adam, to the 
affiftanceof the duke of Brabant* Thus the Low Countries, which had hitherto 
enjoyed tranquillity, became the threatre of war. All the nobility of Flanders, 
Artois and Picardy, joined the Burgundian forces ; and even fuch as were ferv- 

ing in the duke of Bedford's army, immediately left it, and followed the exam- 
ple of their countrymen. 

The utmoft exertions of the regent, were inadequate to prevent the difpute 
between his brother and the duke of Burgundy from proceeding to extremities. 
The war was carried on for nearly two years, when, at length, an opportunity 
offered for promoting a temporary reconciliation! In the fummer of the year 
1426, the duke of Gloucefter finding it neceffary to return to England, left the 
countefs in the town of Mons, whofe inhabitants gave her up to the duke of 
Burgundy, by whom flie was fent to Ghent. Jaqueline made her efcape and fled 
to Holland, where Ihe remained two years, making vain attempts to recover her 
inheritance. In the mean time an appeal had been made by the duke of Bur- 
gundy to the fovereign pontiff on the validity of her marriage ; and a definitive 
fentence was obtained from Martin the Fifth, by which it was declared that her 
contraft with the duke of Gloucefter was null, and her firft marriage valid : 
And it farther pronounced, that, even in the cafe of the death of the duke of 
Brabant, it fhould never be lawful for her to efpoufe the Englifli prince. Glou- 
cefter relinquiftied his pretenfions, when too late to remedy the mifchiefs they 
had occafioned. 

While this war tended to relax the efforts of the Englifli, and gave the king 
time to recover from the confternation into which he had been thrown by the 
defeat at Verneuil, his council endeavoured to profit by the favourable conjunc- 
ture, to detach the dukes of Burgundy and Brittany from his enemies. Charles 
knew that the count of Richemont was highly difpleafed with the duke of Bed- 
ford, who had refufed to entruft him the command of his army. To gain his 
fupporthe made him an offer of the poftof conftable of France, then vacant by 
the death of Buchan. Heconfented to pin the king, and to prevail on his nobles 
to do the fame. The plan of an alliance was drawn up and approved by the 
Hates of Brittany ; and Richemont went to Chirnon, where he received the con- 
ftable's fword from the hands of the king* 
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He foon after, conduced Charles to Saumur, where the duke of Brittany did 
homage to him, and renewed the treaty of Sable, to which a olaufe was added, 
that proved the doubts which were entertained of the fidelity of the king's mi- 
nifters. To cnfurc payment of the troops which the duke engaged to furnifh for 
the king's fervice, he infilled that the revenue arifing from the province of Lan- 
guedoc, deftined for that purpofe, fhould be received by two officers, one of 
whom he fhould be permitted to appoint himfelf. 

A. D. 1425-] The condu6t of the duke of Gloucefter had not only deprived 
the regent of refources necefiary to purfue with vigour the advantages he had ob- 
tained ; but compelled him to repair to England, at this critical conjun&ure, to 
accommodate a difference which had arifen in the Englifh miniftry, between that 

prince and the bifhop of Winchefter. Bedford's departure, the war in the Low 
Countries, the difaffe&ion of the duke of Burgundy to the caufe he had hither- 
to efpoufed with fo much warmth, the recent alliance between the king and the 
duke of Brittany, all feemed to concur to the reftoration of the lawful heir, and 
the final expulfion of the enemy. But, Charles a mere puppet, moved only at 
the will of his favourites, which rendered this happy combination of circumftan- 
ces of little utility. The management of his affairs was left wholly to his mini- 

fters. 

A. D. 142.6, 1427.] The conftable, meanwhile, having with his brother's 
affiftance, encreafed his army to twenty thoufand men, opened the campaign 
with the fiege of Pontorfon, which he took, and put the garrifon to* the fword. 
Richernont next made an attempt to reduce Saint- James de Beuvron, which 

the Englifh had garrifoned with fix thoufand men. The attacks, though carried 
on with vigour, were repelled by the more fuccefsful valour of the enemy. 
Richernont, determined to ftorm the town, though no practicable breach had been 
effe&ed in the walls. Before he made the attempt, he detached two thoufand men 
to cut off the fupplies which the enemy expected from Avranches. 

The affault was begun by the French with impetuofityj but the perfeverance 
of rhe Englifh prevented them from making any impreffion on the place. The 
confli6t was fharp and bloody j in the heat of the adtion the detachment of two 
thoufand men, having found nothing on the road, returned to affift their country- 
men ; but one part of the French army miftaking them for a reinforcement com- 
ing to join the garrifon, and the other imagining they had been repulfed by- a fu- 
perior body of the enemy, who were haftening to attack them in the rear, the 
alarm became general, and, notwithftanding the efforts of the conftable to un- 
deceive and to rally his troops, they fled on all fides. The Englifh, by a fally, 

compelled Richernont to follow his men, leaving all his baggage and artillery 
belimd him. 

Richernont refolved to chufe a favourite for his fovereign, on whom he cdlild 
rely j with this view he recommended la Tremoille, When he mentioned him 
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to the king, Charles replied — cc Tcu force me to receive him; but you will repent it, 
for I know him better than you do. Tremoille verified the prediction of Charles. 

The check which the conftable had received at Saint James de Beuvron, and 
the confequent difperfion of his army, expofed the frontiers of Brittany to the 
incurfions of the Englifli ; he therefore haftened to Pontorfon, and after (length- 
ening the fortifications of that place, left a ftrong garrifon to defend it. It was 
icon after befieged by the enemy, who could not reduce it till the month of May, 
in the following year. The Engiifh meanwhile formed the fiege of Montargis. 
The troops deftined for this enterprize, amounted to three thoufand men; and 
fuch was the deplorable fituation of the Icing at this period, that he found it im- 
poflible to mutter an equal force* The garrifon of Montargis, refitted the Eng- 
iifh, for three months. 

At length, being reduced to the laft extremity, they fent to apprize the king 
of the danger of their fituation. The baftard of Orleans, a young nobleman of 
high fpirit, and endued with prudence fuperior to his years, undertook to relieve 
the place. He was fupplied with fixteen hundred men. 

When the French approached they found that the garrifon had opened their 
fluices, and laid a great of the Engiifh camp under water ; and had, likewife, by 
the fame means, cut off the communication between the different divifions of 
their army. The baftard of Orleans, divided his little army into two corps, and 
fent La Hire with one of them to attack that divifion of the Engiifh which was 
commanded by Johnde la Pole, while with the other he marched againft the earl 
of Suffolk's divifion. La Hire, having completely defeated John de la Pole, 
haftened to join the baftard of Orleans, who, after an obftinate refiftance, obliged 
the earl of Suffolk to fly. Warwick, after being compelled to remain a quiet 
fpeftator of the defeat of his troops, was himfelf reduced to the necefiity of de- 
camping. 

Graville immediately advanced againft Mans, which he took by furprize ; 
• but the earl of Suffolk had time to retire to the citadel, where there were 
provifions only for three days. Talbot advanced to his relief, and entering the 
citadel in the night, attacked the French with great fury the next morning, and 
drove them from the town. After this exploit, Talbot and Suffolk marched to 
Laval, which they took by affault. 

About this time the duke of Bedford returned from England with twenty thou- 
fand men, with which he hoped to letrieve the time which had been loft in fruit- 

lefs expeditions during his abfence. Circumftances were fuch as to juftify thefe 

hopes. La Tremoille had, by his intrigues, occafioned an open rupture between 
the king and the conftable, who had retired to Parthenay. The princes of the 
blood and moft of the nobility were prejudiced againft the favourite ; and even 

thofe troops which acknowledged the authority of Charles, efpoufed the caufe of 

Richemont. Charles's fituation appeared to be defperate. Bedford having fe- 
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if 

cretly conduced, in feparate detachments, a formidable army to the frontiers of 
Brittany, made an unexpefted attack on that province, and compelled the duke 
to forego his alliance with Charles; to fign the treaty of Troyes ; and to pro- 
mife to do homage for his duchy, 

A. D. 1428.] The duke of Bedford, by his late treaty with the duke of 
Brittany, having freed himfelf from a dangerous enemy who lay behind him, re- 
folved on an enterprize which, if fuccefsful, would, prepare the way for the 
final conqueft of France. Orleans was fo fituated between the provinces which 
acknowledged the regent, and thofe which held out for Charles, that it afforded 

an eafy entrance into either s the duke, determined to reduce it, to facilitate his 

pafifage into the fouth. 

The command of this important expedition was cntrufted to the earl of Salifbu- 

ry. He entered the country which lies between the Seine and the Loire, and 
employed Auguft and September in the redu&ion of feveral fmall towns which 
furrounded Orleans. On the eighth of Ottober, a detachment of the Englifli 
were fent to reconnoitre that city; but being repulfed in a fally made by the 
garrifon they crofted the Loire, facked and burned the town of Clery, and 
on the twelfth prefented themfefves in full force before Orleans. Gaucourt, 
the governor, was a man of approved valour and experience ; and a great num- 
ber of nobility had thrown themfelves into the town. The garrifon and inhabi- 
tants appeared to be infpired with the utmoft intrepidity; even the women par- 
took of the martial ardour, and contributed their efforts to the fupport of the 

common caufe. 

. Salifbury's army, not exceeding ten thoufand men, was inefficient to form a 
complete line of circumvallation round Orleans. He therefore refolved to make 
his approaches from the fouth, leaving the oppofite fide ftill open to the French. 
He then attacked the caftle of the Tourelles, and carried it the fecond affault 
but the acquifition of this important fortrefs proved fatal to Salifbury, who being 
wounded in the head by a cannon ball, as he was furveying the town from its fum- 
mit, on the twenty-feventh of O&ober, was conveyed to Meun, where he died 
0.1 the third of the following month*. The earl of Suffolk fucceeded to the co m- 
mand. ' Being convinced that the redu&ion of the city would be nearly impof- 
fible, before the garrifon were deprived of all communication with the ad- 
jacent councry, he erefted redoubts at different diftances, all around it, which 
he was enabled to man by a ftrong reinforcement of Englifh and Burgundians 

which had recently joined him. Meanwhile the Baftard of Orleans, and feme 
other officers who had been fent to haften the departure of the troops, and of a 
convoy for Orleans, entered the city with five or fix hundred lances. 

A. D. 1429.] The ercftion of the various forts which the Englifh had railed 
round the city, had given rife to innumerable ikirmilhes, for attempts to intro- 

* Monftrelet. 
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duce provifions into the town ; and the befiegers themfelves, unable to colled 
a fufficidncy from a country already exhaufted by frequent incurfions, flood in 
almoft as great want of fupplies as the befieged. When the Englifh had lain four 
months before the place, the duke of Bedford, having colledted, at Paris, acon- 
fiderable quantity of provifions, arms and ammunition, fent it to the army in 
five hundred waggons, under the efcort oftwo thoufand five hundred men, com- 
manded by Sir John Faftolfe. This convoy was met, on the twelfth of February, 
by the count of Clermont, and other officers at the head of four thoufand French 
and Scottifli troops. Faftolfe, apprized of their approach, had prepared to 
receive them, byfurrounding his little army with the baggage-waggons, leaving 
open only two avenues, which were guarded by his belt archers. He fuftained 
the firft attack of the French, and finding them thrown into fome confufion he 
rufhed out before they had time to rally, and obtained a complete vi&ory. Six 
hundred foldiers, were flain in this adtion, which was called The battle of Herrings, 
becaufe the provifions chiefly confided of herrings, for the ufe of the Englifh 
army during the Lent feafon. The baftard of Orleans, La Hire, Xaintraillcs 
and La Fayette, colle&ed the fcattered remains of their army, and returned to 
Orleans. 

This event threw a greater damp on the fpirits of Charles, than any 
misfortune which he had hitherto experienced but to try every expedient for 
the prefervation of Orleans ; he difpatched Xaintrailles to the regent at Paris, 
to propofe that the city fhould be delivered up to the duke of Burgundy, and 
remain in his poffefilon till the conclufion of the war. Burgundy feconded a 
propofal which tended to inveft him with the power of deciding the conteft ; 
but Bedford rejedced a meafure from which no good could accrue to the Englilh 
intereft. This condudt of the regent is faid to have difgufted the duke of 
Burgundy. The fiege continued with vigour ; the garrifon began to experience 
a fcarcity of provifions - y and Charles, entertained thoughts of retiring, with 
the fmall remnant of his forces, into Languedoc and Dauphiny. 

The troops which had been difperftd at the battle of the Herrings were now 
colle&ed and a ftrong reinforcement was hourly expefted from Scotland. The 
Scottifli monarch, by a treaty concluded in the month of November, 1427, 
had engaged to fend his daughter Margaret to the court of France, as fhe was 
deftined to efpoufe the dauphin Lewis, when arrived at years of maturity. 
This prince fs, inftead of a dower, was to bring a fupply of fix thoufand troops. 
But while the king was waiting the arrival of thefe fuccours, he received affif- 
tance from another quarter, which enabled him to effedt a revolution more 
fpeedy than his moft fanguine parrifans could have taught him to hope. 

A. D. 1429.] At Dom-Remy, near the banks of the Maefe, which di- 
vides Champagne from Loraine, a village belonging to France, lived a country 
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girl of Seventeen*, called Joan d'Arc. Joan had been taught to hold in 
deteftation the Englifli name ; and the ravages of war, which flie faw extended 
even to her father's cottage, encreafed this abhorrence. The expulfion of the 
enemy from her native land, and the triumph of the lawful fovereign, flie 



of 



kingdom. He 



which defolated the 



Several years had elapfed, when prefied more and more by that fecret impulfe 
which urged her to arm in defence of her king and country, fhe prefented 
herfelf to Baudricourt, governor of Vaucouleurs, a town in the neighbourhood. 
She nattered herfelf that he would fupply her with arms, and an efcort to 
enable her to repair to court : but Baudricourt difmiffed her with contempt. 



J 



but met with no better fucccfs. 




Still undiimayed, Ihe prefented herfelf a third time to the governor, who 
believing her bewitched, wifhed to have her exorcifed by the curate of 
the parilli. She mantained, however, the truth of her million; and allured 
him that the royalifts had jufc fuftained a defeat near Orleans. — The 
account of the battle of the Herrings, which arrived foon after, ftaggcred the 
governor 5 Joan's revelations thenceforth met with general credit, a 
regarded as a preternatural inftrument of Providence. Having furmounted 
this difficulty, fhe was furnifhed with a fuit of armour; and two gentlemen, 
with their fcrvants, were appointed to accompany her to court. She arrived 
at Chinon, where Charles then refided, in the month of February. 

The letters which Joan had received from Baudricourt, were fent to the 
king as foon as fhe arrived, but fhe palled two days before Ihe could obtain an 
audience ; it was even debated whether fhe fhould be admitted to che prefence 
of Charles. Curiofity, however prevailed, and Hie procured admiffion. 
Though Charles was divefted of every enfign of royalty, fhe diftinguilhed him 
from his courtiers, and addrefTed herfelf immediately to him. She promifgd to 

_:of Orleans and conduit him to be crowned at Rheims. The 

energy with which flic exprefled herfelf made converts of all who heard her. 
Charles, who could lofe nothing by the experiment, refolved to try what 
effeft her prefence would have on the drooping fpirits of his troops. This 
refolution was no fooner adopted, than. reports were induftrioufly circulated, that 
Hie had revealed a fecret to the king, which, being only known to himfeif, 
muft certainly have been difcovered to her by heavenly infpiration. 

The troops glowed with impatience to retrieve their honour under the atifpices 
of this female champion. As foon as the nation was duly prepared for her 
reception Ihe aflumed the habit of a man, was armed cap-a-pce, mounted on a 

f 

* She was born in 1412. Informations contenues clans les deux nroccs MSS. de la Puceiie. 
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ftately cotirfer 3 and exhibited to the people. When a fword was offered her 
flie defired that fomebody might be fent to the church' of St. Catherine de 
Fierhois, for a particular fword, which would be found on a tomb behind the 
great altar. Her requeft was complied with, and the weapon was found and 
brought to her. 

When the news of her approach reached the Englifli camp, the foldiers in- 
fefted with the general contagion, were feized with a fecret horror : nor could 
they derive either courage or confolation from the perfuafions of their leaders, 
who aflured them that, the Maid, far from being the vicegerent of Heaven, was 
a mere engine of the devil. 

Orleans had now been inverted by the Englifli feven months ; and the con- 
ftrudtion of the numerous forts which cut off all communication with the fur- 
rounding country had nearly reduced the fpeedy capture of that city to an abfo- 
lute certainty. At this critical jundture Joan was difpatched to Blois, where a 
large convoy of arms, ammunition, and provifions had been colledted for the 
fupply of Orleans. Some days elapfed after her arrival before every thing was 

prepared for this important expedition on the fuccefs of which the fate of the 
city, and, probably, of France, depended. This awful interval the Maid em- 
ployed in exhorting the troops to place all their hopes in the affiftance of Heaven. 

Her native eloquence, her fervent piety, forced incredulity itfelf to believe, and 
converted the mo ft hardened hearts ; the effe&s of her exhortations and example 
were almoft univerfal. People faw with admiration a girl of feventcen, who 
could neither read nor write, performing, at once, the oppofite functions of a 
general, and a miflionary. She aflembled all the priefts in the town, and having 
formed them into a battalion, placed them at the head of the troops, as they 
marched out of Blois, preceded by a banner, decorated with a crofs. The air 
refounded with hymns, which the foldiers repeated aloud. The troops became 
as enthufiaftic as their leader; they marched forward with unufual confidence, 
impreffed with the convidtion that their efforts muft be crowned with victory, 
and that they were favored with the moft fublime revelations*. 

The marcfchal de Bouflac, and La Hire accompanied the convoy, with an 
efcort of fix thoufand men. The convoy approached Orleans on the 29th of 
April, and, after a faint and fpiritlefs refiftance by the Englifli, who were un- 
manned by their fuperftitious fears, was conveyed into the city without lofs. 
The baftard of Orleans, whom we fball hereafter call the count of Dunois, had 

* Monftrelet, fpeaking of the Vlaid, obferves, that Jhe had lived a confideralle time at a fmcdl inn, 
nvbere Jhe ailed in the capacity of ojiler ; and, in the dif charge of this mafculine duty, ufed frequently to 
ride the horfes of the guefts to the watering-place, and to perform other offices to which young girls were 
little accuftomed, Buc this account is proved to be a little falfe by informations taken at the place of 
Joan's birth, which demonflrate that flie only patted a fortnight at an inn at Neufchatel, in Lorraine, 
whither ftie had been condu&cd by her uncle. 
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been fent out to fupport the convoy, and to introduce Joan, who was received 
by the garrifon with acclamations of joy, as the faviour of their liberties. From 
this moment the garrifon believed themfelves invincible. 

Joan, previous to her departure from Blois, had fent, by a herald, a letter 
addreffed to the king of England, the duke of Bedford, and to the generals who 
commanded the fiege ; in which fhe fummoned the Englifh to leave Orleans, and 
reftore the kingdom to the lawful fovereign. The herald having been thrown 
into prifon, Joan, on her arrival at Orleans, lent to demand him, threatening, 
in the governor's name,- to make riprifals. The herald was accordingly releafed, 

and a letter fent by him, replete with invedtives. On the following days frefh 
convoys and frefti troops arrived in the town. The Maid was ever'foremoft to 
facilitate their entrance, placing herfelf at the head of her troops, between the 
enemy and the town, and difplaying her confecrated banner. 

On the fourth of May, the French, under the command of Joan made a fally, 
and attacked one of the Englifh forts, which, after an obftinate rcliftance for 
four hours, was carried fword in hand, and four hundred men, out of twelve, 
which compofed the garrifon, were put to the fword. On the Friday following 
two other forts were reduced. In thefe different aflaults, Joan was always the 
foremoft, with her ftandard in her hand, difplaying the coolnefs and intrepidity 
of a hero. Her courage was of a fuperior kind, 1 as fhe had an extreme repug- 
nance to the effufion of human blood, and never killed any one. When 
queftioned as to her motive for always carrying her banner in time of a6t ion, 
fhe replied that fhe would never make ufe of her fword, nor putanyperfon to 
death. 

The enemy having abandoned one of their forts, named Saint John the White, 

and retired to another which they had ere£led on the ruins of the church of the 
Auguftines, Joan advanced to attack it. The French had planted their fcaling- 
ladders, when they were feized with a Hidden panic and fled with precipitation : 
the Maid was compelled to follow them ; but feeing the Englifh iffuing from the 
fort to cut off their retreat, fhe faced about, and advanced to meet them with an 
intrepid countenance. The boldeft of her followers haftened to her affiftance; 
by degrees the whole detachment returned, when the attack was renewed, an$, 
after a long and bloody conflidt, the fort was taken. 

The Englifh had now nothing remaining on the fide of Sologne but the fort 
ofTourelles, and an entrenchment which they had thrown up on 'the bridge. 
On this poft, the mod important of all, the fuccefsof the fiege depended. The 
attack was deferred till the next day. Joan patted the night under arms, at the 
head of a detachment j and, at the break of day> the French attacked the en- 
trenchment, which was defended with great courage. Joan, having received a 

wound in the throat, retired to have it drefTed - y and the foldiers had no fooner 
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loft fight of her, than their courage began to fail them. They were on the point 



of founding a retreat, to 



J 



The 



returned, and, running to the foot of the entrenchment, planted her ftandard; 
and animating the foldiers perfuaded them to renew the charge. The Englifh, 
ftruck with terror, quitted the entrenchment, and ran for refuge to the fort 5 but 
moftof them were drowned in the Loire, by the fall of the draw-bridge, 
entrenchment being forced, the French haftened to the fort of the Toui 
which immediately furrendered. 

Suffolk, having loft fix thoufand foldiers, in the different attacks, and finding 
that neither argument nor example could allay that panic with which his whole 
army were impreffed, and which probably hadinfedled his own, at length called 
a council of war, who were unanimous in opinion that the ficge muft be raifed. 
The Englifh army accordingly decamped from before Orleans, on the eighth of 
May, and retired to the different fortreffes, on the banks of the Loire, which 
they had taken before the fiege. This event is ftill celebrated at Orleans every 
year, on the eighth of May, when public thankfgivings are offered up in the ca- 
thedral, and an eulogy is pronounced on the deliverer of the city. 

Thus was the firft objed of Joan's extraordinary million accompliflied, a 

miffion the divinity of which not the moft incredulous of the French could now 

dare todifpute, the duke of Bedford thus expreffed himfelf in a letter which he 
wrote to the king and council of England: — cc Alle things there profpered for 
Cf you, till the tyme of the fiegeof Orleans, taken in hand, God knoweth by 
cc what advis. At the whiche tyme, after the adventure fallen to the perfonc 
cc of my my coufin of Salyfoury, whom God affoille, there felle, by the hand 
fC of God, as it feeemth a greet ftrooke upon your peuple that was affembled 
fC there in grete nombre, caufed in grete partie, as I trowe, of lakke of fadde 

fulle double that thei hadde of a difciple and lyme of 

4< thefiende, called the Pucelle, that ufed fals enchauntments and forcerie. 



The whiche ftrooke and difcomfiture nought oonly leifed in grete partie the 

fC nombre of youre peuple there, but as well withdfowe the courage of the 
rc remenant, in marveilous wyfe, and couraiged youre adverfe partie and 
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Joan, though the wound me had received at the attack of the Tourelles was 
not yet cured, accompanied the count of Dunois to Loches, to inform the king 
of the fuccefs of his arms. It was determined to march immediately towards 
Champagne, after taking all the places which the enemy ftill poffeffed in the vicinity 
of Orleans. The duke of Alen^on, with a body of fix thoufand men, laid ficge 



j 



detachment of 



* Rymcr's Fcedera, torn. x. p. 408. 
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the army. In a few days a pra&icable breach was affedted, when the Englifh 

offered to furrender, if not relieved within a fortnight ; their proposal, however, 

was reje&ed, and the troops had orders to begin the attack. During this fiege 5 

which lafted ten days, the Englifh difplayed more valour than they had lately 

fhewn ; while Joan, with her ufual intrepidity, animated the troops by her ex- * 

hortation and example. As fhe was mounting the breach, with her confecrated 

ftandard, fhe was affailed with a fhower of arrows, one of which tore her banner, 

-while aftone (truck her on the head, and tumbled her into the foflee. She foon, 

however, recovered. The French renewed the attack with additional vigour ; 

and, in a fhort time, made themfelves matters of the place. One half of the 

garrifon, which confided of twelve hundred men, were put to the fword, and . 

the remainder, with Suffolk and his brother, taken prifoners*. 

The duke of Bedford having by this time fomewhat recovered from the furprize 

into which he had been thrown by the late extraordinary reverfe of fortune, col- 

ledted four thoufand men, which he fent, under the condudt of Sir John Faftolfe, 

to join the army now commanded by lord Talbot. The jundtion of thefe troops 

had not been long effected. The two 4 armies met on the eighteenth of June., 

at the village of Fatay, near Yenviile. 

The greateft part of the Englifh difpirited by their late misfortunes, and ftill 

under the influence of that fuperftitious panic to which thole misfortunes were 
imputable, fled at the firft onfet. Sir John Faftolfe himfelf, who had fignalized 
his courage in many a well-difputed conflid, efcaped not the general infedion ^ 
he fet the example of flight to his troops, and the order of the Garter was taken 
from him, as a punifhment for this inftance of cowardice. Lord Talbot, indeed, 
fought with his ufual bravery \ but, being deferted by his army, was foon oblig- 
ed to furrender. In this action eighteen hundred of the Englifh were flain, 
and about one hundred gentlemen taken prifoners, befides the Lords Talbot, 

Scales, and Hungerfordf. 

Sully was the firft place taken by the French, after the battle of Patay 3 and 

Tremoille, to whom the town belonged, led the king thither notwithftanding the 
felicitations of the citizens of Orleans, who, anxious to behold their lovereign,. 
had requefted Charles to honour them with his prefence, and having prepared 
every thing for his reception, they could not conceal their difcontent when they 
found their hopes difappointed. The king, however, was obliged to. repair to 
Chateau* Neuf on the Loire, between Sully and Gien, where feveral councils 

v/ere held for the purpofe of fettling the plan of future operations, Some, eager 
to profit by the confirmation of the Englifh, propofed to enter Normandy, 
which was then deftitute of troops while others, were of opinion that the king 

* Monftrelet, fol. 45. Hal. fol. 26. f Monftrelet, fol. 45, 
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fliould immediately proceed to Rheims. Joan herfelf inceffantly folicited 
Charles to fulfil this important part of her million ; and the afcendancy which 
flie had gained, by her heroic courage and uninterrupted fuccefs, over the minds 
of the people, overcame every objection which was oppofed to her advice. 

The accomplifhment of this project, undertaken in contradidtion to all the 
rules of human prudence, was a matter of fuch extreme difficulty, that the bare 
propofal, but a few weeks before, would have been confidered as infanity. 

Rheims was at the diftance of near eighty leagues, and in pofleffion of the 
enemy ; the road that led to it was in a manner lined with hoftile troops, and 
defended by a variety of ftrong fortrefles ; while Charles had only a body of ten 
thoufand men to overcome thefe complicated difficulties. But to an army in- 
flated with recent fuccefs, ftimulated by a refiftlefs fpirit of fuperftition, and led 
by an heroic enthufiaft, convinced of her own infpiration, no obftacles could ap- 
pear infurmountable. 

The army, being affembled in the environs of Gien, was there reviewed by 
the king, whofe finances were fo far exhaufted, that it was fcarcely poffible to 
mufter money fufficient to difcharge even a fmall part of the pay that was already 
due to the troops. But this defeft was fupplied by the ardour with which both 
officers and men<embarked in the enterprize. The nobility flocked to the ftand- 
ard of their lawful fovereign, and all, whofe fortune enabled them to defray 
their own expences, refufed to accept any pay. 

The army fir ft marched to Auxerre, which refufed to open its gates; but the 
offer of the citizens to fupply the troops with provifions, and to be guided in 
their condudt by the example of other towns, being accepted*, they purfued 
their route to Troyes, which they immediately inverted. The garrifon was 
compofed of fix hundred men at arms, half Englifh and half Burgundians. The 
French had brought no artillery with them ; and, to encreafe their embarraff- 
ment, they were fo ill fupplied with provifions, that a fcarcity prevailed on the 
fecond day of the fiege. A council was called, at which opinions were divided ; 
fome propofed to rai-fe the fiege of Troyes, and proceed immediately to Rheims; 
while others, difcouraged by the numerous difficulties they had to encounter, 
were of opinion that it would be moli prudent to return to Orleans. By adopt- 
ing the firft propofal, the army would have been expofed to a fimilar oppofition 
from every town on the road while by following the laft, they would have co- 
vered themfelves with fharne. 

■ 

Charles refolved to confult Joan d'Arc ; who was accordingly fummoncd to 
attend the council. She pofitively affirmed that before the expiration of three 
days, the king fliould enter the town. The archbifhop of Rheims, chancellor 

* Monilrelet. Chron. de France. Kilt dc la Pucclle. Proces MS. 
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of France, who was prefent at the time, told her, that if her prediction was ve- 
rified within a week, Charles would think himfelf very fortunate j but the Maid 
repeated her promife with an air of confidence, that infpired the troops with 
additional courage. She took the whole management of the alfault upon 'her- 
felf, and advancing to the fide of the foflee, there fixed her confecrated ban- 
ner, and made the necefiary preparations for the attack. The garrifon, feeing 
her approach, were ftricken with a panic, and offered to capitulate ; and that 
fame day Charles entered the town in triumph. After refrefhing his troops, he 
purfued his march to Chalons, and was agreeably furprized at meeting with the 

bifhop, and a deputation of the principal inhabitants, who had come forth to. 
meet him with the keys of the town. 

But notwithftanding this unexpe&ed fuccefs, the chief objeft of the expedi- 
tion ftill remained to be accomplifhed ; viz. the redu6tion of Rheims. That 
city was defended byTix hundred chofen men, under the conduct of Saveufe and 
Chatillon, who might eafily have flopped the progrefs of the royal army, and 
have given time to the enemy to relieve the place, the fiege of which Charles 
was not in a fituation to undertake. But far from making refiftance, they were 
no fooner apprized of the reduftion of Troyes and Chalons, than they affembled 
the inhabitants of Rheims, and declared that the defence of the city required a. 
reinforcement of troops, whofe departure they were going to haften, exhorting 
them to repel with vigour the attacks of the enemy during their abfence. But 
they had no fooner left the town, than the citizens lent deputies' to Charles, to 
requeft-he would honour them with his prefence.. 

It is highly probable that, in evacuating Rheims, Seveufe and Chatillon had 
only adted in compliance with the fecret orders of the duke of Burgundy. The 
refufal to fequefter the city of Orleans in his hands, had greatly difpleafed that 
prince * and a coolnefs had ever fince fubfifted between him and the regent. 
Charles entered Rheims on the twenty-feventh of July, when the dukes of Lor- 
raine and Bar, and the Damofeau de Commercy, accompanied by a numerous 
and martial retinue, came to make him a tender of their ferviccs. The cere- 
mony of his coronation was performed, with great folemnity, on the twenty- 
eighth i and, as foon as it was finilhed, the Maid of Orleans, who had flood near 
his perfon iri complete armour, with her facred banner in her hand, fell at his 
feet,, and, embracing his knees, with tears of joy entreated his permiflion to 
return home, the two grand objefts of her mifiion being completed. The king 3 
however, being too fenfible of the advantages which he derived from her pre- 
fence to comply with her requefl, Joan was compelled toremain with the army;. 
But from this moment fhe ceafed to take the chief direction of the troops upon 
herfelf, or to offer her opinions in oppofition to that of the council, or of the 
principal officers. She contented herfelf, in future, with Handing foremoft in 
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every danger. She, probably, hoped by this conduct, to extinguifti thofe fentU 
merits of jealoufy which her fervices had excited. 

The coronation of Charles proved far from a va\n and barren ceremony j it 
feemed to give him a frefh title to the allegiance of his fubje&s, who, confounded 
by fuch an uninterrupted lucceffion of extraordinary events, could no longer 
hefitate to afcribe them to fome fupernatural influence. Imprcffed with thcie 
ideas, they regarded their fubmiffion to the Englifli as an aft of oppofition to the 
"will of Heaven, and became impatient to fwear fealty to Charles, whom they 
now efteemed as their only lawful fovereign. The inhabitants of Laon, Neuf- 
chatel, Soiffons, and of many other towns and fortrefles, expelled the Englifli 
and Burgundian garrifons, and fubmitted to him* $ and the whole nation ap- 
peared to give him the molt unequivocal marks of their duty and attachment. 
Charles's expedition, from Rheims to the Ifle of France, had rather the appear- 
ance of a triumphal march, than of the progrefsofan army in an enemy's country. 

While Charles was advancing, with fuch rapidity, into the heart of France, 
the duke of Bedford exerted his utmoft addreis to counteraft the effedts of his 
victories. Knowing that the French monarch had made advances to the duke 
of Burgundy, in order to detach him from the Englifli, he conduced himfelf 

with fo much fkill and prudence in this dangerous crifis, that he prevailed on 

that prince to renew his alliance with him j-. By the alternate employment of 
careffes and feverity, he retained the Parifians in obedience, and prevented the 
defedtion of many other places which had evinced a difpofition to efpoufe the 

_ indy left Paris on the fixteenth of July, 
to afiemble his troops, and, two days after, the regent fet out for Normandy, 
to raife the forces of that province ; from thence he proceeded to Calais, where 
his uncle, the bifliop ofWinchefter — who was now created Cardinal — had landed 
with an army of five thoufand men, which he was conducing into Bohemia, on 
a crufade againft the Huffites. Having perfuaded his uncle to join thefe troops 
to thofe which he had juft raifedj, he found himfelf at the head of ten thoufand 
men, with which he returned to Paris. On the approach of Charles, he left the 
capital, and pitched his camp between Corbeil and Melon. 

The king, on his departure from Provins, had directed his march towards the 
frontiers of Brie, with the refolution to bring the enemy to battle; but on their 
approach, he changed his courfe, and determined to regain the banks of the 
Loire. The troops had already advanced as far as Bray, when Charles was 
again induced, by the advice of His principal officers, to alter his refolution ; and 
the Toyalifts accordingly facing about proceeded to Dammartin, where they 
eftabUilied their quarters. 



in te reft of Charles. ^ 



* Cron. de France. Monftreict. f Monllrdet, fol. xh-ii. J Rymer's Fccdera, torn. x. p. 433. 
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The duke of Bedford left Paris a fecond time, and the two armies remained in 

fight of each other a whole day, but without coming to a6tion. The regent, 
then returned to the capital, while the king repaired to Creffy, in Valois, whence 
he fummoned the tdwns of Beuvais and Compiegne to furrtndcr. The inhabit- 
ants of both thefe places exprefled their readinefs to acknowledge the authority 
of their lawful fovereign, and thofe of Beauvais expelled their bifliop for his 
fervile attachment to the Englifh. 

Charles advanced towards Compiegne, in order to take pofleffion of that town 
but learning, as he approached Senlis, that the duke of Bedford had left Paris, for 
the third time, with a view of intercepting him in his march, he halted at Mon- 
pilloi, and waited for the enemy. The regent fooncame in fight, but ftill doubtful 
of the confidence of his own troops, while he feemed to face the enemy, he chofe his 
poftswithfo much care and difcernment, that Charles in vain endeavored to compel 
him to a decifive a&ion. After remaining two days in prefence of each other 
the tv/o armies feparatedf ; the Englifh returned to Paris, and the king proceded 
to Compiegne, which opened its gates to receive him. During his ftay in that 
city he received the fubmiffion of the inhabitants of Senlis, and feveral other 
places. 

While thefe hoftile motions fpread confternation around the metropolis, the 
duke of Burgundy remained at Arras, under pretence of aflfembiing his troops. 
If this prince had employed all his forces in favour of the enemy, he might 
eafily have flopped the vidorious progrefs of the royal arms. But experience 
had at length convinced him that his intereft and that of the Engliln were 
oppofed to each other. Content with keeping up appearances with his allies, 
and with avoiding an open rupture, their humiliation gave him a fecret fatis- 
fa&ion. The king fent the archbifhop of Rheims, to wait on him with pro- 
pofals for a reconciliation. The duke exprefied his pleafure at this mark of 
attention, and by his anfwers gave the envoy reafon to believe that the time 
was not far diftant when he and the king might meet as friends. At this period, 
the French reduced Aumale and Chateau- Gillard, where they found the brave 
Barbazan who had been detained a prifoner in that fortrefs eight years. The 
conftable too, having afiembled feven thoufand men, entered Normandy, and 
took pofleffion of Evreux — but on the approach of the duke of Bedford, he 
was compelled to retire with precipitation. 

On Sunday, the eighth of September, the army, commanded by the duke of 
Alencon, the count of Clermont, and the lord of Montmorenci, who, fince 
the redudtion of Compiegne, had done homage to the king, approached Paris 
by the gate of Saint-Denis, to deceive the Engliih, while a ftrong detach- 

f Monftrelet* f. Hi. 
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ment began the attack on the oppofite fide. The bcfiegers had flattered the rn - 

fclves, that the people would rife in the town and fccond their efforts, but 
finding no figns of an infurreftion, foon prepared to retreat. Joan d'Arc 
unaccuftomed to fly, refolved to perfift in her efforts to reduce the place ; ignorant 
of the depth of the toffee, toe inceffantly called for fafcines to till it up s and 
while thus employed, fhe received a wound in the thigh from, a crofs-bow, 
The pain (he experienced, and the quantity of blood fhe loft, compelled her 
to lie down behind a fmall eminence, where flic was fufrered to remain till 
night, when the duke of Alencjon went to her affiftance. Joan, notwith- 
ftandingher fimplicity, could no longer doubt that her merit and achievements 
had made her many enemies ; of this the danger to which fhe had been fo long 
left expoied was alone fufficient to convince her. She now renewed her felici- 
tations to the king for permiffion to return to her friends and being refolved no 
longer to bear arms, flic made a prefent of her martial habiliments to the 
monks of Saint-Denis: Charles however, refufed her requeft, and the was 
fiill compelled to remain with the army. The troops decamped four clays 
after this unfuccefsful attack. Fie next took poffcfllon of Gournay, Bray, 
Melun, and Sens, 

The duke of Burgundy arrived at Paris in December with eight hundred 
men at arms.. This body of troops excited the regent's fufpicions; and he 
requefted the duke to enter the city with only a part of his retinue ; but this 
Burgundy refufed. His entry rather refembled a triumph \ being preceded by 
ten heralds at arms, and an equal number of trumpeters. The cardinal of 
Vvinchefter arrived foon after. 

A. D. 1430.] The refult was a truce for Picardy, Artois, Champagne, 
and Burgundy, and fome particular towns in other parts of the kingdom, which 

defired to be included in the ceifationof arms 5 fome days after the truce WoS 
concluded, Saint Cloud, Saint Denis, Vincennes, and the bridge of Charenton 
were comprized in it, at the folicitation of the Englith, who were anxious to 
fecure a fupply of provifions for the capital : *. The truce was publiilicd at 
Paris, in prefence of the dukes of Bedford and Burgundy, the cardinal of 
Winchefter, and the deputies of the different orders; and, on the fame day, 
the duke of Burgundy was conftkuted governor of Paris, and regent of the 
whole kingdom of France except Normandy, till Eafter j\ 

Charles, croffed the Seine at Bray, whence he purfued his march to the banks 
of the Loire. The remainder of the campaign was employed in the reduction 
of Saint-Pierre-le-Moutier, a town fituated in the Nivernois, between the Loire 
and the Allien The approaches were made in form, and in a few days a prao 

* Trefcr des Chartres. Reg. nomine Ordonn, Barbines, fol. 13. f Monflrdet. fol« 53- 
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ticable breach wasaffefted. The Maid was prefent at the fiege, and animated the 
troops by her exortations and example* The French diJpiayecl their ufual courage 
and confidence in the affault, but the place was defended with fuch obftinate val- 
our, that, after a long and bloody conflidt, they were compelled to retreat. But 
the heroic Maid difdained to fly ; Dolon, a gentleman who had been appointed 
to attend her*, being fent to entreat that lhe would return to the camp, found 
her furroundcd by five or fix men at arms, who had bravely refolved to facn- 
ficc their lives to herfafety. Her intrepidity feemed to encreafe with the dan- 
ger to which flie was expoied — She protefted (he would never abandon her poll 
till (he had attained her objedt. Her refolution inipired the troops v/ith freih 
courage, and urged them to renew their exertions for fubduing the town. They 
returned to the attack with a degree of fury that proved irrefntibie: the garrifon 
gave away, and the place was taken. 

The king repaffed the Loire, and the troops were put into winter quarters. 
Charles, convinced that he was indebted for the glorious fuccefs of the laft cam- 
paign, to the zeal of his fubjedts, the courage of his nobles, and the heroic en- 
thufialin of the Maid, evinced an anxiety to prove his gratitude for fuch impor- 
tant fervices. On the city of Orleans, the valour and fidelity of whole inhabitants 
had firft revived his drooping hopes, and turned the tide of fuccefs in his favour, 
he conferred a variety of new privileges and exemptions. He fent for Joan's 
parents, and granted a patent of nobility to the Maid herfelf, to her father and 
three brothers, and to all their defendants, both male and female ; he alio 
changed the name of their family from d'Arc to du Lys ; a name which their pos- 
terity always preferved, with the addicion of — dit la Pucelie. The privilege, in 
favour of the female defendants of Joan's family, fubfifted till the commence- 
ment of the feventeenth century. Eude le Maire, who was defcended from it 
by the mother's fide, regiftered his letters of nobility in 1608 j but fix years af- 
ter this prerogative was fupprefied, by an arret of the parliament, and limited, 
in future, to the male heirs. 

The Engliih, meanwhile, made fome attempts on Lagny, which were fuccefs- 
fully repelled by the valorous exertions ofArnbrofe de Lore, Foucaut, Chaban- 
nes, Xaintrailles, and Joan d'Arc. The Maid had lately left the French court 
to join the army. At the head of three hundred men, Iht attacked a famous 
leader of banditti, called Franquet d' Arras ; he was defeated and taken prifoner. 
Being conveyed to Lagny, his life was made to pay the forfeit of his crimes ; Joan 
had interceded in his favour, but her iblicitations were rejedted, yet was 
the execution of Franquet afterward afcribed to her as a crime, by her iniquitous 
judges. 

* Prods MS. <le Jeanne d' Arc. Depolition du Sieur Doloi;.. 

Z Z 2 



3 D 4 BISTORT OF PRANCE, L E 430 

The duke of Bedford, having obierved the great effedts produced by the coro- 
nation of Charles, was induced to believe that if young Henry were to undergo 
the fame ceremony, it might be .attended with fimilar advantages. He folicited 
the protestor and council of England to fend him over without delay ; but the 
nation was fo much exhaufted by the war, that fix months elapfed before money 
could be procured to defray the expences of his journey ; even- then the prote&or 
was obliged to raife it by pawning the jewels of the crown, and by extorting nu- 
merous loans, fume of which were fo trifling as not to exceed five marks *. The 
young king, embarked at Dover, on the twenty-feventh of April, 1430, and 
landed at Calais, the fame day, attended by the chief nobility of England, and a 
considerable number of troops. But many of thefe troops were fo terrified by 
the accounts they had heard of the Maid of Orleans, that they . immediately de- 
ferted and returned to England. From Calais Henry was conducted to Rouen, 
where he remained till December, in the following year from the inability of the 
regent to raife money to defray the expences of his coronation, 

Compiegne, being in the poffeffion of the royalifts, cut off the communication 
between Picardy and the Ifle of France, its reduction, therefore, became an ob- 
je£t of importance. A numerous garrifon, aided by the zeal and courage of the 
inhabitants, rendered the undertaking difficult. The duke of Burgundy invefted 
the town on every fide at the fame moment ; but his plans, though conduced 
with fecrefy, had been difcovered to the French ; and Joan d'Arc, accompanied 
by Xaintrailles, had thrown herfelf into the place. 

While the enemy's troops were taking poffeffion of their refpedtive quarters., 
the Maid made a fally, at the head of fix hundred men, and attacked the poll of 
Marigny, whither Luxembourg and fome other of the generals had repaired to 
examine the approaches to the town. The enemy, though, at firft thrown into 
fome confufion, made a fuccefsful refiftance ; and the royalifts, found it neceffary 
to retreat; when Joan, placing herfelf in the rear of the detachment, frequently 
faced about, and checked the purfuit of the enemy. ■ - Juft as the laft ranks had 
paffed the barriers, an Englifh archer, attacked the Maid, and pulled her from 
her horfe. The baftard of Vendome, coming up at the time, Joan, who was 
difarmed, furrendered herfelf his prifoner. 

Flavy, governor of Compiegne, was accufed of having contributed to the 
capture of the Maid, by giving fecret orders to fhut the barrier againft her; 
but this accufation was wholly deftitute of truth ; nothing can be found to 
juftify it. . Could any thing have added to the glory which Joan had fo well- 
earned ; the immoderate joy difplayed by the Englifh and Burgundians on her 
capture muft have encreafed itf. The foldiers flocked in crowds to behold 

* Rym, Foed, torn. x. p. 455, 467. f Monflrelet. Reg. du Pari, 
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this girl of eighteen, whofe very name had> for more than a year, made them 

tremble, and carried terror even to the capital of England. The duke of 
Burgundy converted with her fome time. Couriers were difpatched to all the , 
towns in poffeffion of the Englifh, to invite the inhabitants to partake of the., 
general fatisfadtion ; and the duke of Bedford ordered public rejoicings at Paris, 
preceded by a Te Down, The duke of Burgundy continued to prefs the fiege of 
Compiegne, though with more vigour than fuccefs. He was foon called into 
the Low Countries, on the death of his coufin, Philip of Brabant, whofe 
inheritance the counteis of Hainaut threatened to difputc with him. B r uxelles ? 
and all the principal towns in Brabant, acknowledged the duke for their 
foyereign, who added that rich and fertile, province to his other extenfive. 
dominions, 

Compiegne after having been invefted nearly fix months, found itfelf reduced 
to the laft extremity, though rather from want of provifions than from the efforts- 
of the enemy. Luxembourg confidered its reduftion as infallible, when the 
count of Vendome, Xaintrailles, and feveral other officers of rank,, having 
formed a jundlion of the different corps under their command, which compofed 
a body of four thoufand fighting men, advanced as far as Verberie, with the 
intention of relieving the place. The enemy called a council of war, at whicli 
it was refolved to leave a fufficient force to guard the entrenchments, and to 
march with the remainder of the army againft the French, who were thea 

drawn up in order of battle, within fight of Compiegne. When the Englifh. 
and Burgundians came in prefence of the royalifts, they halted. 

While the two armies remained in this fituation, different detachments of the 
French having made a circuit, entered the town by the gate on the oppofite 
fide *. Thefe detatchments, with a part of the garrifon, under the command 
of Flavy, attacked a work which was defended by Brimeau, marefchal of 
Burgundy. The French were twice repulfed; but being encouraged by 
Xaintrailles, and by the inhabitants of the town, who, both men and women, 
ran to partake of the glory of the enterprize, they returned a third time to the- 
charge,, and carried the pofh Luxembourg was informed of this difafter^ 
which he could neither prevent nor remedy. The reduction of this fort' gave 

a free accefs to the troops, who immediately entered Compiegne in fight of the 
enemy. Next day they conftru&ed a bridge of boats, repafied the Oyfe, and. 
reduced a fecond fort on the banks of that river. The enemy, alarmed, eva- 
cuated a third, fo that only one, which commanded the bridge, now remained 
in their poffeffion. Luxembourg, difconcerted by fuch repeated lofies, made 
his troops return to their quarters ; he was uncertain how to aft, till the defer- • 
lion of a great part of his army put an end to his doubts, and compelled him: 

■ 

*- Monftrelet. Chron. de France.. Chrom dc Charles VII, par Alain Chartkr, 
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to raifc the fiege. The enemy having received orders to retreat, fled with 
fuch precipitation, that a part of the baggage, with all their provifion, ammuni- 
tion, and artillery, fell into the hands of the French. 

A fplendid victory, obtained by Xainfraillcs over a body of Engliih and 
Burgundians at Germigny, completed the glory of this fuccefsful campaign. 
The number of prifoners taken in thefe different expeditions was prodigious, 
and mc ft of them v/ere men of diftin&ion ; where the enemy had taken one, 
the royalifts had taken ten*. This being the cafe, it is truly aftonifhing that 
nobody fhould have thought of offering feme of thefe numerous prifoners in 
exchange for the maid of Orleans. After the important fervices which fhe had 
rendered to her king and country, fuch an inftance of negleft reflects eternal 
difgrace on the memory of Charles, whole falling fortunes fhe had fo gallantly 
reftored, and of thofe warriors who had witnetfed her glorious achievements, 
and triumphed under her aufpiees. 

The fuccefs of the French arms was not confined to Picardy and the ifle of 
France. Barhazan, affembled three thoufand troops in the environs of Chalons, 
in Champagne, with which he attacked the united farces of England and 
Burgundy. The enemy, whofe army amounted to eight thoufand men, had 
taken polfefiion of an advantageous poft. The fir ft efforts of the French were 
fuftained with great firmnefs; but Le Bourge de Vignoles, having attacked 
them in the rear, during the heat of the adlion, they were inftantly thrown into 
confufion, and all the exertions of the leaders to encourage or rally their men 
proving ineffectual, they were completely routed. Almoft the whole army were 
•either killed or taken prifoners. This vidtory only cod the royalifts eighty 
men. 

Thatperiod was now arrived, at which the Maid of Orleans was doomed to fall 
the viftim of a barbarous age. The confpicuous part which this heroine played 
in the tranfaftions of the prticnt reign ; the celebrity which fhe j u ft 1 y acquired 
by the extent and importance of her fervices her courage, her character, her 
virtues-, her misfortunes — all combine to render her an obje£t highly interefting 
to die reader, and to juftify the hiftorian in paying due honor to her memory, 
by unveiling the iniquity of her perfecutors ; by expofing to the indignation of 
the world, the bafe and wicked means that were exerted | for the deftru&ion of 
a girl of eighteen, whofe only crime was the 'attempt to rtflore her fovereign to 
the throne of his anceftors, and to refcue her country from foreign opprefiion. 

1431. A. D.] Immediately after Joan had been taken, friar Martin, vicar ge- 
neral of the inquifition of France, claimed the prifoner — "As vehemently ful- 
<c pefted of many crimes favouring of herefy; crimes which could neither be 

* Villaret, torn. xv. p. 28. 

* M011 it relet. Chron de France. Journal de Paris. Pafqirier. Reg. du Pari. Hill. dclaPucelle. 
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cc concealed, nor overlooked without good and proper reparation — The fe 

were the expreffions he made ufe of when he wrote to the duke of Burgundy*, 
and the count of Ligny — <c moft humbly and affectionately entreating them," and, a 
few lines after, " exprefsly enjoining them, in vhtuc of his cffee, and of the authority 
€ c committed to him by the holy fee, under the pain of incurring the penalties of difobedi- 
e 9 to fend, as pan as pojfible, the faid Joan, to anfwer before him, to fuch charges 
the attorney for the inquifition Jhould prefer again]} her." The Maid was taken 
on the twenty-fourth of May, and this letter was written on the twenty-fcventh. 

The Univerfity of Paris wrote, at the fame time, to the duke and to the 
count, and their felicitations were ftill more urgent: not content with dcfiring. 
that the Maid might be delivered up to the Inquifition, they expreffed their 
hopes that fhe would be watched fo clofely that no opportunity of efcaping the 
juftice of the church could poffibly occur. This abominable letter, and ano- 
ther to the duke of Burgundy, couched nearly in the fame terms, are infested 
in the criminal procefs. The univerfity employed the moft preffing felicitations 
to prevent the Maid from efcaping, or from being releafed on paying a ranfonr- 
Joan had, at firft, been confined in the fortrefs of Beaulieu, and afterwards in 
the caftle of Beaurevoir. The extreme rigour of her captivity gave her but too : 
juft reafon to dread the horrid fcene that was to follow. Thefe alarming appre- 
henfions, and her indignation at the continual railleries and infulting language of 
her guards, who had formerly trembled at her afpedt, led her to make a defpe- 
rate attempt to recover her liberty. Having watched an opportunity while her 
motions were lefs attended to than ufual, fhe jumped from one of the windows 
of the tower ; but fhe was unfortunately fo much hurt by the fall, as to be unable 
to rife from the ground. She was immediately feized and conveyed back to 
her prifon, where (lie was confined more clofely than before, and foon after 
was transferred to the caftle of Crotoy. During this time, every exertion was 
made to get her from the count of Ligny. That nobleman having, at firft^ 
evinced a relu&ance to give her up, the duke of Bedford had applied to the 
duke of Burgundy to interpofe his authority; while the bilhop of Beauvais who 
faid that fhe was taken within his diocefe, fummoned them both to deliver the pri- 
soner into his pofTeflion. The count was offered fix thoufand livresfor her, and 

afterwards ten thoufand. 

The count of Lingy was ftaggered by thefe injunftions and offers, notwith- 
(landing the felicitations of his wife, who repeatedly threw herfelf at his feet, 
and conjured him, not to deliver up to certain death a brave and innocent cap- 
tive, whom the laws of war commanded him to refpeft. The inquifkor, the bifhop- 
of Beauvais, and the univerfity of Paris returned to the charge, preffed the 
duke of Burgundy anew, offered to give fecxirity to the count of Ligny for the 
ten thoufand livres, and even prefented a petition to the king of England,, to 
" beg his high excellence, in honour of our Lvrd and Saviour Jefus Chrijl, to give 
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" ders that this woman Jhould be jhortly rendered into the hands of the Ecclefiajlical Judge " 
At length the iniquitous bargain was concluded ; Ligny received ten thoufand livres, 
and a penfion of three hundred was fettled on the Baftard of Vcndome. Joan was 
then delivered up to a detachment of Englifh troops who conduced her to 
Rouen, where fhe was to be tried. 

Cauchon, bifhop of Beauvais, five other French prelates; friar Martin, vi- 
car general of the inquifition in France 3 about fifty doctors of the cannon law, 
with the cardinal of Winchefter, were appointed to try this extraordinary caufe. 
• Thefe judges held their firft feffion at Rouen, on the twenty-firft of February, 
143 1 ; when their prifoner appeared before them, bending beneath the weight of 
chains, from which {he earneftly, but in vain, entreated them to relieve, her. 

The queftions that were put to her chiefly tended to eftablifh her belief in the 
reality of thofe vifions, and of that intercourfe with departed faints, which fhe had 
originally affigned as a reafon for undertaking the defence of her country. 

At the fecond feffion, fhe w r as afked whether king Charles had had vilions as 
well as herfelf, — " Send to afk him," replied the Maid. She was repeatedly 
preiTed to fay whether flie wasof opinion that fhe had done right in attacking Paris 
on a feftival 3 at lentgth fhe anfwered that fuchfolemn days certainly ought to 
be refpedted, but that, for an error of that nature, it was the province of her 
confeffor to. give her abfolution. When afked whether the faints had ever 
announced the defcent of the Englifh, fhe anfwered that the Englifh had 
-invaded France long before the period of her firft revelations > — in fad, flie was 

but three years old when Henry the Fifth firft landed on the coaft of Nor- 
-mandy, in 1415- At the fifth feffion fhe declared that, before the expiration 
of feven years, the Englifh would experience a much heavier lofs than they had 
fuftained before Orleans. 

The judges affembled on the third of March, for the fixth time, when 
abfurd queftions were repeated, to perplex and confound the unhappy vidtim, 
who, from time to time, betrayed her hopes of cfcaping the rage of her 
tyrants. When queftioned whether fuch hopes were founded on a promife 
made her by the celeftial fpirits with whom flie had converfed, u That has no 
c€ concern with my trial" — faid fhe — cc do you wifh me to fpeak againft my- 
£c felf ?" A report having been circulated that a child had been raifed from the 

dead by Joan at Lagny, the bifhop of Beauvais hoped, by extorting from 
her a confeffion of this miracle, to obtain fufficient proof for his purpofe ; but 
the Maid defeated his malice, by replying that the child being thought dead was 
carried to the church, where it had exhibited fufneient figns of life to juftify the 
adminiftration of baptifm -> — a miracle which could be only afcribed to God 
himfclf. With a view to convift her of fuperftition, fhe was afked whether flie 
had often changed her banner ; whether that banner had been confecrated ; for 

mlmt purpofe fhe had caufed the names of Jefus and Mary to be embroidered 
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thereon ; whether flie had afcribed any fortunate effe&s to her banner ; and 
whether flie had inflilled fuch a belief into the French troops ? They demand- 



ed, " Why 



the coronation of Charles 



" at Rheims .?"—•" It was but jutt," faid flie, ff that having fhared the toils 
" and dangers, it fhould likcwife lhare the glory." 

Her judges were difconcerted, but their hearts were nor touched. They 
had recourfe to the unprincipled expedient of altering her anfwers, in order to 
give them a criminal interpretation. William Manch on ^ one of the two fecre- 
taries who were employed to write down her anfwers, made oath that he had 
been applied to for this purpofe, but had rejected with fcorn the infamous 

propofal, notwithftanding the urgent folicitations of the bifhop of Beauvais, 

who abufed him in the moft grofs and illiberal manner, for harbouring fcruples 
to which he himfelf was a ftranger. About the middle of the trial, another 
apoftolic notary, of a more pliant difpofition, was employed. Cauchon like- 
wife engaged a prieft, named Oyfelleur, to introduce himfelf into the prifon, 
and to gain her confidence, . by pretending to be a prifoner like herfelf. 
Deceived by the perfidious ecclefiaftic, flie made no fcruple to confefs to him, 
while two men, concealed for the purpofe, overheard and wrote down every 
thing (he faid. But none of thefe bafe artifices had yet brought any thing to 
light which could pofiibly affe£t the life or liberty of Joan ; and the infamous 

prelate, enraged at the difappointment, was ftrongly fufpe&ed of an attempt to 
poilbn his innocent vidtim *. 

A ftate of the trial being drawn up, was fubmitted to the infpe&ion of cer- 
tain dodlors, who declared the proofs inefficient to eftablifli the convidtionof 
the prifoner; the interrogatories, were renewed, though the obj eft was flill the 
fame. At the 'thirteenth feflion, 



j 



to make her compre- 



hend the diftinftion between the church -triumphant, and the church »- militant, and 
to extort from her an opinion on that difference ; a queftion which could never 
have, been put by divines to a young girl who could neither read nor write, but 

with the malignant intention of taking an unfair advantage of her reply. The 
Maid anfwered that flie fliould always be ready to fubmit to the church. One of 
the judges, an Auguftin monk, named friar Ifembert, being moved with com- 
panion, feized this opportunity to advife her to appeal to the pope and council, 
which flie immediately did. This appeal muft have fnatched her from the fury 
of her enemies, but for the interference of Cauchon, who calling a look of in- 
dignation at the monk, ordered him in the Devil's name to be filent; he, at the 
fame time, forbade the fecretary to make any mention of the appeal. Joan ob- 
ferving the perfidy of her judges, exclaimed — cc Ah, you write down every thing 

* Depofition de Thyac, Medecin. Proces. MS, 
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that tells againft me, but will fuffer nothing that is in my favour to be written 
« down." 

The coriduft of this crowd ofpriefts, do&ors, and divines, prefided by an un- 
principled bifhop, in employing, againft a fimple and inexperienced girl, all the 
fubtilties which a defire of finding her guilty could fuggeft, cannot but excite the 
moft lively indignation. They ineffantly laid fome new fnare for her ignorance ; 
putting queftions to heron different fubje&s at the fame moment, queftions which 
had no connexion with each other, and employing, in fhort, every kind of feint 
and equivocation, that could throw her off her guard. They often loft fight of 
the principal objeft to interrogate her on matters the moft trifling, puerile, and 
abfurd. They afked her whether fhe took frequent walks in her infancy ; whe- 
ther Ihe had ever fought with her infant companions ; whether (he had ever paint- 
ed herfelfj whether the faints who appeared to her talked French or Englifh; and 
whether they wore ear-rings, and rings ? — cc You took one ring from me/' 
faid fhe to Cauchon, " pray return it. 

During her trial, the count of Ligny, had the curiofity to pay her a vifit. He 
endeavoured to perfuade her that he came to treat about her ranfom ; but the 
Maid replied — cc You have neither the inclination nor the ability. I know very 
well that thefe Engliflimen will put me to death, in the belief that, after my 
death, they will conquer the kingdom of France ; but were there a hundred 
thoufand more God-damns than there are here at prefent, they would never re- 
duce this kingdom/' Stafford drew his fword, and would have run her through 
the body, had he not been prevented by Warwick*. * She complained that an 
Englifli nobleman, of high rank, attempred to ravifli her in prifbn; but the 
authority which the culprit enjoyed, prevented this fadt from being duly attefted. 
The duchefs of Bedford, obtained a promife from her hulband that no violence 
fhould be offered to the perfon of Joan, whofe pretentions to chaftity Ihe had 
caufed to be verified. During that examination the duke of Bedford was con- 
cealed in an adjoining apartment, whence, by an aperture made in the wall, he 
beheld his perfecuted vidtim, in a ftate of pure nature. 

At length the captive maid, bending beneath the weight of her chains, 
expofed to the moft inhuman treatment, daily infulted by her guards and by 
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her judges, fell dangeroufly ill. The duke of Bedford, the cardinal of Win- 
chester, and the earl of Warwick appointed two phyficians to attend her, with 
the ftrongeft injunctions " to take care that fhe did not die a natural death ; 
adding, that the king of England had bought her at a dear rate j that it was 
his intention to commit her to the flames j that the bifhop of Beauvais 
was apprized of this, and that it was for that reafon he was fo eager to 
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cc 
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" have the trial finiftiedV In fa£t, the judges frequently met twice a day ; 
and Joan was likewife obliged to fubmit to various private examinations "in 
prifon. The bifhop wifhed to put her to the rack, and the inftrumcnts of 
torture were placed before her - 9 but the dreadful fight was incapable of be- 
traying her into any variation or equivocation in her anfwers. Nothing but 
the dread of her dying during the operation deterred Catichon from putting his 

projedt in execution. 

The trial being ended, feventy charges were exhibited againft Joan, which 
were - reduced to twelve s and fent to the univerfity of Paris, who confirmed 
-the decifions of the tribunal at Rouen ; and, at the fame time, wrote to the 
king of England, befeeching him to order fentence to be pronounced without 
delay. When the trial was read to the Maid, fhe pointed out feveral parts of it 
which were contrary to truth, and where her replies were grofsly mifreprc- 
fented ; but her remarks were difregarded, and her judges, bent on her ruin, 
refolved to purfue her to the utmoft. On the twenty-fourth of May, Joan 
was conducted to the church-yard of Saint Ouen, where a icaffold was erected, 
and a defamatory fermon preached by one William Erard, replete with illiberal 
abufe, and the mo ft grofs inve£tives againft the Maid herfelf, the king, and the 



whole nation. After this fermon the bifliop of Beauvais rofe to pronounce 
fentence. 

The objedt which the judges had in view was but imperfectly fulfilled. By 
condemning Joan, as convidted of the crimes imputed to her, and by putting 
her to death, in confequence of fuch condemnation, without that previous 
confeftion of her guilt which the laws required, they would rather confirm than 
remove the fufpicion, that revenge and and not juftice had been ccnfulted in 
her trial. She had formerly denied moft of the charges exhibited againft her, 
and the want of evidence rendered the proceedings irregular. The only mode 
of making her appear guilty was by extorting from her a public retradtation* 
She was accordingly fummoned to abjure j but fhe faid that fhe knew not the 
'lignification of that term, and begged Ihe might be allowed to have fome 
perfon to confult with. The perfon who was chofen for this purpofe, allured 
her if fhe perfifted in contradifting any one of the charges fhe would be infallibly 
burned 5 and he advifed her to fubmit herfelf to the fentence- of the church* 
Joan, raifing her voice, then faid — u I appeal to the univerfal church, whether 

" I ought to abjure or not." — <c You muft abjure immediately," exclaimed 
Erard, cc or you will be burned." While this fcene was pafiing on the fcaffbld, 
the people evinced their indignation by a confufed murmur ; and the bifliop of 
Beauvais was preparing to pronounce fentence, after which Joan was given to 

* Depof. de la Chamb. Medecin. Proces MS. 
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imderftand there could be no hopes of mercy. They fnewed her the execution- 
er, who was waiting with his cart to convey her to the place of execution. 
Intimidated by thefe infamous manceuvres, and by the bafe manaces of her, 
judges, who threatened to commit her to the flames ; prefied too by others 
who, in a tone of affection, entreated her to fave both her body and foul by a 
fpeedy retra&ation, fhe, at length, declared, thar, with regard to her reve- 
lations, fiie fubrmtred to the deciiions of the church and her minifters. The 
fccretary then approached her, and read a form of abjuration, which contained 
a fimple promife never more to bear arms, to fuffer her hair to grow, and to 
quit the drefs of a man. Being told that if fhe refufed to fign. this paper 
inftant death would be her portion, Ihe confented. But at that moment 
another paper was flipped into her hand, inftead of that which had been read to 
her, by which deception fhe was made to fign an acknowledgement that ihe 
was really guilty of all the crimes which had been afcribed to her. The truth 
of this circumftance is eftablifhed, beyond the reach of confutation, by the 
depofition of the very fecretary who read the firft paper to her f . Immediately 
after fhe had figned the fuppofed abjuration, with the fign of the crols, the 
bifhop of Beauvais pronounced fentence, by which fhe was condemned to pafs 
the remainder of her days in prifon, with no other nourifhment than the 
" Bread of Pain, and the Water of Anguifh" according to the ftyle ufed by 
the inquifition. The afTembly was diflblved ; and Cauchon and his affociates, 
on their return, were infulted and pelted by the populace. Thefe minifters of 
iniquity, notwithftanding the difgrace they had incurred, had not been able 
even to fatisfy the enemy to whom they had fold their confeiences. The 
Englifti threatened to exterminate them for not having earned the money they 
had received from their monarch J. The earl of Warwick reproached the 
bifhop and doctors who had affifted at the trial ; and declared that if Joan were 
fuffered to efcape punifhment, the king's intereft would be materially affetted. 
" Give yourfelf no uneafinefs," faid one of them, fC we will have her yet, I 

<c warrant you." 

Joan after fhe had re-afiumed the female drefs, begged fhe might be 
confined in the prifon belonging to the archbifhop's court, where fhe hoped to 
receive better treatment, but this favour was denied her. The firft night 
after Ihe was conduced back to the dungeon fhe had hitherto occupied, her 
guards took her woman's cloaths from off her bed, and put her man's apparel, 
which fhe had quitted, in their place. At day-break fhe begged that the chain 
which was fattened round her body might be loofened, and perceiving her man's 

apparel, fhe earneflly entreated that the clothes fhe had worn [the day before 

f Depef. de Jean Maflieu, Greffier, Proces MS. 
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reftored ; but with this reaueft the guards refuted 
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In vain 



did fhe repeatedly declare that they muft be confidered as the authors of her 
deftrudtion, fmce they knew the prohibition fhe had received from her judges 
to drefs- herfelf in man's clothes : they replied, that fne fhould have no other* 
The fear of incurring the penalty of difobedience detained her in bed till noon, 
when, prefTed by a natural call, ihe was compelled to rife and cover herfelf 
with the only clothes (lie could procure. This was all her perfecutors wifhed 
for. Several witnefles inftantaneoufly entered the place to verify this pretended 
tranfgreflion. On their depofitions the judges haftened to the prifon ; and 
while the clerk was employed in writing an account of the fituation in which 
the prifoner was found, Andrew Marguerye, one of the afiiftant-dodtors, obfer- 
ved that it was necelfary to afk her what had been her motive for re-afiuming 
the drefs of a man ; but this obfervation, which might have led to a difcovery 
of the truth, nearly coft him his life. Some other of the judges, alarmed at 
the danger of her fituation, and afhamed of their own condudt, in having 
confented to become the instruments of injuftice, withdrew. Peter Cauchon, 



on leaving the prifon, met the 



Warwick 



port of joy 



cc 



Farewell, farewell, it-s all over 



in a trans- 
fafe!" — and 



this inhuman exclamation was accompanied by a burft of laughter. The next 



j 



fuch was delivered over to the fecular arm. 



declared to be a relapfed heretic, and as- 



May Ihe was taken from Prifon, under an efcort of 



was placed a mitre, with infcription 

later." 
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fe 

elapfed 



Apoft, 



an ido-- 



She was fuported by two Dominican friais ; and as fhe paffed through 
the ftreets- fhe exclaimed, Ah ! Rouen, Rouen, muft thou be my laft abode ?" Two fcaf- 
folds had been eretted in the old marketplace, where the cardinal of Winchefter,> 
the bifhop of Therouenne, chancellor of France ; the bilhop of Beauvais, and 
the other judges, had already taken their feats, and were waiting the arrival of 

their vidtim. Joan appeared fettered, and her face, as Ihe mounted the fcaffbld, 



was bathed with her tears. 



M 



offana 



ticifm, mingled with the gall of hypocrify 5 he finifhed his difcourfe with thefe 



words 



7 



fecula: 



defend yon ; fhe refig 
The 1 biftiop of Beuvais then pronounced the fentence 



9 

r 



of whi 



who were feated on the fecond fcafFold. 
biftiop 



promifed 



j 



re me ttf the 

church, and you deliver me up to my enemies." This was the only time 
that pity ever found a momentary refidence in the bofom of that impious and in- 
exorable prelate > he haftened, however* to expel her as an unwelcome gueft ? 
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the tear ftarted from his eye ; but anxious to conceal a weaknefs which he de- 
fpifed, he turned alide, and indignantly wiped it from his face .the reft of the 
judges, the people, and the guards, both Englilh and Burgundians, lefs afham- 
ed of their humanity, gave a free fcope to their tears. 

Joan fell upon her knees, imprecated the mercy of the Supreme Being ; call- 
ed on the ecclefiaftics, and all who were preient, toaffift her with their prayers ; 
and did not forget, in thefe her laft moments, her ungrateful fovereign. The 
bailiff of Rouen and his affiftants, who were ordered to reprefent the fecular 
tribunal, did not pronounce any fentence; butfimply faid — "Take her away." — 
On the front of the pile, which was deftined to reduce her to allies, was placed 
a tablet with the following infcription ; — " Joan, who called herfelf the Maid ; 
" a pernicious liar, a deceiver of the people, a forcerefs, fuperftitious, a blaf- 
" phemer, prefumptuous, an unbeliever, a murderer, an idolater, cruel, of 
tc diffolute manners, a worfhipper of the devil, an apoftate, fchifmatick, and 
tl heretick I" The executioner trembled as he advanced to receive her from 

* _ 

the hands of her guards. She afked for a crucifix ; an Englifliman, who was 
prefent, broke a-ftick and formed a kind of crofs, which lhe took, and after 
killing it, prefied it to her heart, and afcended the fatal pile. Before the fire 

was applied to the wood, they brought her the crofs of a neighbouring church, 
which, at her earneft requeft, was placed before her. . As foon as flie felt the 
flames approach her, lhe warned the two priefts who ftood near her to retire. In 
order to remove any doubt that might be entertained of her death, the pile was 
raifed to an extraordinary heigt, fo that every fpectator had a full view of her. 
This precaution, rendered her execution more tedious and painful. As foon as 
fhe was fuppofed to be dead, the executioner received orders to remove the 
fire, that the people might have a better opportunity of beholding what re- 
mained of her body. As long as fhe retained the power of utterance, the fa- 
cred name of Jefus was heard to ifluc from the flames : thefe pious founds were 
only interrupted by the fobs and groans which the violence of her anguifh ex- 
torted from her. When her body was contained (all but her heart, which was 
found entire) the cardinal of Winchefter ordered her allies to be collected, and 

thrown into the Seine. 

Thus miferably periflied, at the age of nineteen, the unhappy Maid of Or- 
leans, whofe purity of life and intrepity of foul, difplayed in the belt of caufes, 
— the juft defence of her king and country — could not have failed, in an age 
lefs addicted to fuperftition and cruelty, to fecure the grateful admiration of her 
friends, and the generous refpeel of her enemies. The difference between fana- 
ticifm and virtuous enthufiafm is to be difcovered in their effects ; shat euthufi- 
afm which gave rife to, and fupported the glorious efforts of Joan in the pule 
of liberty, cannot afford the fmalleft pretext for detracting from her merit, as 
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it was evidently derived from the moft laudable motives. Seldom, if ever, are 
the feeds of glory to be found in a mind that is barren of virtue. It is clear fhe 
was convinced of the truth of her infpiration ; fhe a6ted in confequence of that 
convi&ion and her conduft was firm, fteady and confident. In ihort, it may 
juftly be doubted if either ancient or modern hiftory can fupply an example of 
heroifm fo exempt from pollution as that of Joan d'Arc. — For the condudt of 
her perfecutors no excufe can be found. Nor can the conduft of Charles efcape 
the fevereft reprehenfion ; an offer to exchange, or a threat to retaliate on fome 
of the many prifoners of diftin£tion whom he had in his power at this period, 
muft have fecured the releafe, or, at leaft, have prevented the execution of 
that generous Maid, to whom he was chiefly indebted for theprefervation of his 
honour, and the fafety of his kingdom* He had every motive which could ope- 
rate with the greateft energy on the human mind to fuperinduce the moft pow- 
erful exertions for refcuing his benefaftrefs from the hands of her aflaffins; but, 
lulled on the bofom of pleafure^ he enjoyed, in indolence and eafe, the fruits of 
her victories, and configned her, without an effort,, to the malice and perfecu- 
tion of her vindictive and fanatical enemies. 

The irregularity of the proceedings on the trial of Joan, and the manifeft 

injuftice of the fentence pronounced on her, greatly alarmed the judges \ who,, 
after her death, were expofed to the hatred of the people, and even to the 
contempt of the Englifh themfelves. They were pointed at in the flreets ; 
they were avoided as objects of univerfal execration. Peter Cauchon thought 
to fliield himfelf from danger, and to exempt himfelf from reproach, by' 
obtaining from the king of England letters of prote&ion againft the holy fee. 
At the fame time a circular letter was addrefied, in the name of the young 
monarch, to the emperor, the pope, and all the powers of Europe 5. con- 
taining an abridged account of the capture, the trial and the execution of 
Joan. 

Twenty years after, Charles the Seventh caufed the trial of Joan to be rercifed 2 . 
and her memory to be re-eftablijhed. — Commiffioners for this purpofe were autho- 
rized by pope Calixtus the Third. John and Peter d'Arc, brothers to Joan,, 
appeared as plaintiffs in the caufe and the depofitions of one hundred and 
twelve witnefles, all favorable to her honor, are ftill extant. By a definitive 
fentence ofithe feventh of July, 1456, the former fentence was declared null,, 
abufive, and manifeftly unjuft ; and Joan d'Arc was declared to be innocent of 
all the crimes which had been imputed to her.. A- crofs was erefted on the fpot 
where fhe was executed, and aftatue of her is ftill to be feen there.. Her ftrft 
judges were fuffered to pafs unpunifhed till the fucceeding reign, when Lewis> 
the Eleventh ordered them to be profecuted j two only were alive,, and- they 
were condemned and executed,. 
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The duke of Bedford was difappointed in his expedtation of happy confequen- 
ces from the death of the Maid of Orleans. Joan had taught the French that 
their enemies were not invincible, and that they ftill pofTeffed fufficient refources 
to aflerr their own independence though deprived of the benefit of her example, 
-they recollected her precepts, and determined to purfue the path which fhe had fo 
glorioufly opened for them. The Englifh were repulfed in three fucceffive attempts 
upon Lagny 5 and though the regent endeavoured to revive their hopes, and to 
chear their fpirits, by the pomp of a coronation, performed with great magnifi- : 
cence at Paris, on the feventeenth of December, 1431 — yet were they unable to 
recover, before the conclufion of the year, any of thofe numerous places which 
had been taken from them in the courfe of the preceding campaign. 

Towards the end of this campaign the Marefchai de Bouffac formed a plan for 
the reduction of Rouen. One of thofe adventurers, who occafionally ferved' 
either party, had promifed to deliver up to him one of the gates of the citadel; 
the day having been fixed for the execution of the proje£t, the Marefchai, 
accompanied by the lords of Fontaines, Fouquet, and Moufly, marched from 
Bcauvais with a body of troops, and placed themfelves in ambufcade, in a 
fmall wood, about a league from Rouen. Ricarville, a gentleman of Nor- 
mandy, advanced with a detachment of one hundred and twenty men to the 
very walls of the citadel. He had no fooner given the appointed fignal than 
the gate was opened to him, when he rufhed into the fort, flew all that oppofed 
him, and, after fecuring the principal tower, pointed the artillery which he 
found there againft the other part of the citadel. Never was any fchcrne 
accomplifhed with greater celerity or fuccefs. Once mafters of the citadel, 
the French would have had little difficulty in reducing the town, fince the 
inhabitants fecretly favoured their caufe ; and the king of England, who was 
then at Rouen, muft infallibly have been taken prifoner. 

Ricarville having fecured the poft he had taken, immediately mounted his 
horfe, and haftened to give the marefchai an account of what had palTed. 
Every thing depended on difpatch. But Bouffac's troops, who were chiefly 
compofed of adventurers affembled in hafte, refufed to ftir, till a proper divifion 
of the plunder had been fettled : fo many difputes arofe between them on this 
account, that all attempts to accommodate them proved fruitlefs ; the foldiers 
returned to Beauvais, and their officers were obliged to follow *hem. The 
French finding themfelves left to the mercy of the enemy, refolved to fell 
their lives as dearly as they could ; they defended the tower for twelve days, 
when a want of provifions compelled them to furrender ; they were hanged, 
.and the man who had opened the gates to the troops was quartered. The 
campaign was clofed by an aftion between a body of Englifh, under the com- 
mand of Willoughhy, and a detachment of French, conducted by Ambrofe d 
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Loire, near the fortrefs of Saint Celerin, about ten miles from Alen^on, in 
which the former were defeated, with the lofs of fix hundred men, befides a 
great number of prifoners*. 

A. D. 1432.] The commencement of the enfuing campaign was fignalized 
by the reduction of Chartresf, which had conftantly been in the poffeffion of the 
Burgundians or Englifh, ever fince the year 1417, when the duke of Burgundy 
made himfelf mafter of the town. The count of Dunois formed the project for 
taking it, by means of two of the inhabitants who had been made prifoners, and 
who promifed to introduce him into the place. A monk, was engaged in the- 
plot, who invited the citizens to attend a fermon which h£ meant to preach on 
Eafter-day ; and while, by this artifice, he called off their attention to one ex- 
tremity of the town, the French were admitted, by the two inhabitants, at a gate 
on the oppofite fide. A IkirmifH took place, in which the biftiop of Chartres, 
and about eighty of the citizens, were flain ; all the Englifh and Burgundians 
that fell into the hands of the enemy were put to death 5 a heavy ranfom was 
exadted from the inhabitants ; and the town, after being expofed to every fpecies 
of excefs from a brutal and licentious foldiery, was entrufted to the command of 
Dunois. 

The arrival of a legate from the pope, who had orders to negociate an accom- 
modation between the contending powers, led the people to flatter themfelves 
with the idea of a fpeedy termination to that fatal conqueft which had fp long 
defolated the kingdom. Several conferences were holden, at which the Englifh, 

Burgundian and French plenipotentiaries aflifted ; but between the Englilh and 
French the difference was too wide to be eafily adjufted. The cafe was different 
with the duke of Burgundy, whofe minifters and thofe of Charles agreed to a 
truce for fix years, which was confirmed by their refpe&ive fovereigns;};. Un- 
fortunately, this truce proved offliort duration; the companies of banditti, in 
the fervice of the king and the duke, renewed hoftilities, notwitftanding the or- 
ders they received to refpeft the convention ; and, at the expiration of three 
months, the two princes found themfelves reduced to the neceffity of again tak- 
ing up arms, and continuing the war. 

Meanwhile the duke of Bedford, had fent Arundel, Warwick, Lifle-Adam, 
and the Baftard of Saint Paul, to make an attempt upon the town of Lagny. Af- 
ter breaking down the bridge, and demolifliing the fort which defended the place 
on the fide of the river, they made various aflaults, in which they were repulfed 
with fuch lofs, that their foldiers deferted in crowds, and compelled them to 
raife the fiege. This affront, fuftained by- the belt generals which the Englifh 
then had in their fervice, operated on the mind of the regent as an additional 

■ 
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motive to emulation and refentment. He arnaffed a. prodigious quantity of 
artillery, and other machines, and inverted Lagny in perfon, at the head or fix 
thcufand men ; while the town was defended by only eight hundred. The be- 
fiegers were repulfed in feveral attacks; but, after a fiege of five months, the 
place was reduced to the laft extremity. At this critical period, a body of French 
troops, arrived before Lagny, forced one of the enemy's quarters, and efcorred 
a convoy into the town. The French, after this fuccefsful expedition, crofted 
the Marne, and entered the Ifle of France; and the duke of Bedford, dreading an 
attack on the capital, with the difaffedtion of whofe inhabitants he was well ac- 
quainted, railed the fiege of Lagny, with fuch precipation, that he left a part 
♦of his. baggage, a quantity of ammunition, and all his heavy artillery behind him. 

During thefe tranfadtions, the Englifh had taken Mortargis by lurprize ; but 
Graville and Guitry retook the town foon after, and made a fruitlefs attack on 
the citadel, which the eneny had time to fortify. The earl of Arundel inverted 
Saint Celerin for the forth time ; and after a fiege of three months, he demolilhed 
the fortrefs. Louviers was like wife reduced, and La Hire taken prifoner; but 
being foon after releafed, he joined Xaintrailles ; and having aflembled a body 
of troops, they took poffeffion of Gerbroi, acaftle in the Beauvoifis, where the 
carl of Arundel prepared to in veft them. La Hire and Xaintrailles, deeming it 
imprudent to wait for the enemy in a fortrefs that was not in a proper ftate of 
defence, marched out with all their forces, attacked the Englifh juft as they were 

employed in fixingtheir quarters: a defperate conflidt enfued, in which the enemy, 
notwithftanding the fuperiority of their numbers, and the courage of their leader, 
were totally defeated. The carl of Arundel was taken prifoner, and died a few 
days after, of the wounds he had received in the adtion. Soon after this, Am- 
brofe de Loire extended his incurfions to the very gates of Caen, upon a fair-day, 
and carried off two thoufand perfons, with a confiderable booty. 

Both parties were, by this time, fo much exhaulted, that neither could find 

■refources to continue the war with fpirit and effedt. On the fourteenth of No- 
vember, 1432, Ann of Burgundy, duchefs of Bedford, died at Paris. By her 
death the chief tie which united the dukes of Bedford and Burgundy was 

* diffolved ; and the marriage of the former with the daughter of the count of Saint 
Paul, within two months after her deceafe, laid the foundation of an open rupture 
between thofe noblemen. To prevent a difpute which muft have proved high- 
ly detrimental to the Englifti interefts, the cardinal of Winchefter brought them 
both to content to an interview at Saint Omer, for the final decifion of their 
differences; but a ridiculous point of etiquette, as to the payment of the firft vifit, 
maintained with equal obftinacy by either prince, fruftrated the intentions of the 
cardinal, by preventing their meeting. 

Charles was unable to profit by the coolnefs which fub fitted between the Eng- 
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liili and Burgundian princes. La Tremoille ftill enjoyed his pott of prime mi- 
nifter. Charles no longer efteemed him ; but he bore with him from habit. To 
the conftable, in particular, he was an objeft of deteftation. A conipiracy was 
accordingly formed againft him, of which Charles of Anjou, count of Maine, 
was the oftenfible . leader ; but of which the conftable, though abfent, was the 
foul. The lord of Bueil, nephew to La Tremoille, undertook to conduit the 
execution of the plot. While the court was at Chinon, the confpirators, having 
obtained admiffion into the caftle, by the afliftance of Gaucourt, the governor 
forced an entrance into the apartment of La Tremoille, who, alarmed at the 
noife, jumped out of bed, and feizing his fword put himfclf in a pofture of de- 
fence; but being difablcd by a wound in the belly from a dagger, he was feized, 
fettered and conveyed to the cattle of Montrefor. Du Bueil, and Coitivy, two 
of the confpirators, had the infolence to go to the king, and after telling him 
what had patted aflured him that the only objeft they had in view was his welfare, 
and the good of the ftate. The confpirators were fuffered to reap the fruits of their 
autlacity ; the count of Maine was appointed to fucceed La Tremoille, and the 
conftable was recalled to court, and placed at the head of the troops. 

Meanwhile an infurre&ion of the peafants in Lower Normandy gave an alarm 
to the Englifh government; but the want of a leader foon compelled this undii- 
ciplined multitude to difperfe. A revolt which took place nearly at the fame 
time, in Upper Normandy, was not lb eafily quelled. The marefchalof Roche- 
fort, having joined the infurgents with a body of regular troops, took from che 
Englifh the towns of Dieppe, Fecamp, Montivilliers, Tancarville, L'Iflcbonnc, 
and Harfleur, with feveral forts of lefs importance. The Englifh battened to 
check the rapidity of his, progrefs, and, by the definitive incurfions of either 
army, the fertile province of Normandy was laid watte. The author of the 
Chronicle of France relates, cc that in all the Pays du Caux not a man nor woman 
u remained, except the garrifons of the different fortrefles." 

A.D. 1433, *434> H35-] The Englifh, no longer allured by fplendid vic- 
tories, began to murmur at the continuation of the war ; the fupplies granted 

by parliament were fcanty, and wholly inadequate to the exigencies which called 
for them. For this purpofe conferences were again holden ; but the demands 
of the Englifh, and the conccfiions of the French, ftill inclining to oppofite ex- 
tremes, no accommodation could be effefted. The duke of Burgundy, by this 
time, ' was convinced that, by efpoufing the caufe of the Englifh, he had facri- 
ficed his intereft to his refentment ; and as the latter fubfided the dictates of the 
former became prevalent. A congrefs was appointed to afiemble the following 
year, in Arras. The conferences were opened on the twentieth of Auguft, 1435. 

The only facrifice which the French would confent to make to the Englifh, 
for the purchafe of a peace, was the ceflion of Normandy and Guienne, lubject 
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to feudal homage j in return for which they infifted that the Ehglilh monarch 
fhould relinquifh every pretention to the crown of France, and immediately give 
up every town and fortrefs which he poflefled in that kingdom. The Englifh 
commiffioners, regarding this offer as an inful t, immediately left the congrefs, 
without fpecifying the nature of their demands. When they were gone, the 
duke of Burgundy proceeded to conclude a feparate treaty with Charles , the 
terms of which were finally adjufted on the twenty-firft of September. The 
conditions were fuch as railed the houfe of Burgundy to the higheft pitch of 
elevation* though ac the fame time, they laid the bafis of its deftru&ion. 
Charles formally difavowed the afTaflination of John, duke of Burgundy, 
affirming, that the attempt had always difpleafed him ; that, had he been pre- 
vioufly acquainted with the intentions of the affaffins, he would have prevented 
the murder, but that he was then very young, and poffeffed of little penetration*: 
he engaged to deliver all the affaffins up to j lattice ; to found chapels and perpe- 
tual maffes for the foul of the murdered prince, as well as for thofe of his attend- 
ants, who were killed at the fame time - y to ereft a crofs on the fpot where the 
murder was committed ; and to pay fifty thoufand crowns of gold, as a com- 
penfation for the jewels which had been taken from the duke at the time of the 
affaffination. He agreed to cede to Philip and his heirs the counties and cities 

of Boulogne-fur-Mer, Macjon, and Auxerre, with all their dependencies j the 

caftles, towns, and diftri&s of Bar-fur-Seine, Peronne, Roye, and Mont-Di- 
dier, with their appendages ; certain territories were mortgaged to Philip, until 
four hundred thoufand crowns fhould be paid for their redemption. Philip him- 
ielf was exempted from doing homage for all his territories during the life of 
Charles, and his vaffals from obeying him as their fuperior lord ; the French 
monarch engaged to fuccour the duke in cafe of an attack by the Englilh $ and 

both parties agreed to make no treaty with the enemy but by mutual confent. 
A general pardon was granted to all perfons, except the affaffins before menti- 
oned. Each party renounced every alliance to the prejudice of the other. 
Such were the extravagant terms by which the king of France detached the 
duke of Burguncjy from the interefts of his enemies. 

¥/hen the news of the treaty of Arras was received in England, by a herald 
fent by the duke of Burgundy for that purpofe, who was likewife inftrufted to 
apologife for the condudt of his matter in departing from the treaty of Troyes, 
which he had folemnly fvvorn to maintain, the people .expreffed the moft violent 
indignation ; the Londoners, in particular, were fo much incenfed againft Phi- 
lip for this breach of Faith, that they plundered all his fubjedts who were then 
refidtnt in the metropolis, and even put many of them to death. The herald, 
too, was treated with contempt, and diffmiffed without an anfwer, 

1 

* Vittaret, torn. xv. p. 182. 
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No one experienced greater difappoitment on this occafion than Ifabella. At 
that moment when fhe firft violated the laws of nature,, by the profcription and 
difinheritance of her fon> her punifiiment began. She had regarded, with unna- 
tural horror, the progrefs of Charles, in recovering his kingdom; and his re- 
conciliation with the duke of Burgundy had fuch an effedt on her mind, that it 
foon brought her to the grave. She died at Paris — defpifed by the Englifli, and 
detefted by the French — on the thirtieth of September; ten days after the con- 
clufion of the treaty of Arras. Her body was conveyed to Saint Denis, where it 
was privately interred, near the tomb of Charles the Sixth. 

The death of Ifabella had been preceded by that of the duke of Bedford, who 
expired at Rouen, on the fourteenth of September. This prince, whofe death 
proved an irreparable lofs to the Englifh, was endued with extenfive talents. 
As Lewis the eleventh was one day walking in the cathedral at Rouen, where the 

duke was buried, and looking with attention on the tomb of that prince,, one of 

his courtiers advifed him to demolifh that monument. "No," replied the mo- 
narch, "Let the afhes of a prince reft in peace; who, were he alive, would 
" make the boldeft of us tremble. I could wifh a more ftately monument had. 
fC baen eredted to his memory." The duke of York was appointed to fucceed 
the duke of Bedford as regent of France. 

The infults and violences which . the Burgundians experienced from the in- 
cenfed Londoners, in confequence of the treaty of Arras, were far from dif- 
pleafing to the duke of Burgundy. They afforded him a fpecious pretext for 
the commencement of hoftilities. He accordingly made an unfuccefsful attempt' 
to furprize Crotoi, and foon after fent a formal defiance to the king of England, 

Six hundred Burgundians were now difpatched by Philip, to join the maref- 
chal de Lifle-Adam, on whom the king had recently conferred the government 

of Pontoife. The ftates of Flanders, granted the duke of Burgundy fubfidies for 
fupport of the war j but he did not meet with the fame docility from thole towns 
^ which had been ceded to him by the late treaty. On the renewal of the old im- 
ports at Ameins, the inhabitants flew to arms, chofc a leader, and repairing in. 
a body to the houfe of the mayor, told that officer that they were refolved to pay- 
no taxes, and that they were certain the good king Charles > their Lord, would 
not require them to pay any more than the other towns which were under his~do- 
minion. They then ^proceeded to pillage feveral houfe s, and to imprifon the 
duke's officers, fome of whom they executed. A body of troops being fent to. 
reprefs this fedition, the leaders were executed, order was reftored to the town*. 

and the imports colle&ed without farther oppofition. 

A. D. 1436. 1437.] Paris was ftiil in poffeffion of the Englifh ; but the inha- 
bitants pre fled on all fides by the garrifons of the neighbouring forts, alarmed at: 
the profpedt of famine, and haraffed by the fevexity of the government,, fecret- 
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ly wiftied for a change that might releafe them from their ficuation. To accom- 
plilh iiich a change, however, was a matter of extreme difficulty. Yet, to re- 
move, undifmayed by the dangers they had to encounter, fix citizens embrac- 
ed the daring refolution to deliver up the town to the king. They communica- 
ted their intentions to Charles, and only required, as the reward of fo im- 
portant a fervice, a general amnefiy. The conditions were joyfully accepted by 
Charles, who likewife fecured to them an extenfiye confirmation of their privi- 
leges. 

The 13th of April, 1436, was the day appointed for the execution of this 
important projedt. No precaution which could tend to enfure its fuccefs*had 
been negle&ed ; the principal inhabitants had been apprized of the fcheme, and 
only waited for the fignal to excite the people to rife ; while the conftable had 
received orders to approach the town with a body of troops, in order to fecond 
their exertions. Richemont accordingly repaired to the gate of Saint James \ 
he obtained admiflion by a poftern, and, the draw-bridge being let down, his 
cavalry entered the town. 

The people had by this time afiembled, and made the facets refound with the 
acclamations of — 4< peace, peace! Long live the king and the duke of Burgundy /" — 
The Englifh, alarmed at the tumult, flew to arms; and .Lord Willoughby, 
their commander, led them to the diftrift of the Hal/es, where they hoped to be 
able to defend themfelves againft the attacks of the enemy ; but in every ftrett 

they met a crowd of inhabitants, all armed, and bearing the white crofs of the 
royalifts. After a vain attempt to refift the torrent, Willoughby took flicker 
in the Baftille. The Englifli capitulated on the following day, and obtained 

permiflion to retire into Normandy. Tranquillity was immediately reftored to 
the capital ; and the day . after the departure of the Englifh, the introduftion of 
iiipplies produced a fall in the price of corn, from fifty to twenty fols the 
meafure. 

Paris was thus reftored, after an interval of fifteen years, to the domination 
of its fovereign. The magiftrates re fumed the exercife of their functions; 
while thole who had been banifhed or profcribed, returned, and were reinftated 
in their rank of citizens. About two months after the reduction of Paris, the 
marriage of the dauphin Lewis, with the princefs • Margaret of Scotland, was 
celebrated. 

The duke of York having received his commifiion of Regent, landed in 
Normandy with a body of troops, which enabled him to retake fome places of 
little importance that had been lately reduced by the French. While he was 
employed in the conqueft of Normandy, he received intelligence that die duke 
of Burgundy, with fifty thoufand Flemings, had laid fiege to Calais. A fleet of 
five hundred fail was collected in a few weeks, and an army of fifteen thoufand 

men being raifed, the command was given to Gloucefter, who landed at Calais 
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on the fecond of Auguft, 1436 ; but the duke of Burgundy having met with more, 
oppofition from the garrifon than he expefted, and being afraid to rifl< an engage- 
ment, railed the fiege, and made a precipitate retreat, with the lofs of his ar- 
tillery and baggage. Nor were the military expeditions of Philip, in the entil- 
ing campaign, more fuccefsful. After quelling an infurreition of the Flemings, 
in which he was wounded and Lifle-Adam loft his life,, he levied a powerful 
army, and fent his generals to inveft Crotoy, while he placed himfelf ac a con- 
venient diftance, with a ftrong body of forces, in order to cover the fiege. 
Talbot, being apprized of the duke's motions, advanced to oppofe him with 
four thoufand men ; and finding the enemy polled on the banks of Somme, he 
boldly plunged into the ftream at the head of his troops. The Burgnndians, in- 
timidated at this daring courage, provided for their fafcty by a precipitate flight. 
The fiege of Crotoy was immediately raifed j and Talbot, having ftrengthcned 
the garrifon, and repaired the fortifications, extended his incurfions into the 
provinces of Artois and Picardy > which he laid wafte, and returned to Nor- 
mandy laden with ipoils. 

Talbot, on his return to Normandy, found himfelf compelled to confine his 
efforts to the reduftion of a few town? of little importance. A want of money 
and of troops, joined to fome other caufes, reduced the enemy to the necefiity of 
atting on the defenfive. The factions that prevailed in the Englifh council 
caufed the removal of the duke of York, though a prince of great fpirit and abi- 
lity, from the regency of France. He was fucceeded by Richard Beauchamp, 
earl of Warwick, who in the month of November landed in Normandy with a 
reinforcement of- a thoufand men. 

•At length, Charles, after an ab fence of twenty years, made his public entry 
into Paris ; where he was received, with teftimonies of loyalty, by every clafs of 
people. 

A. D. 1437, 1438.] But the flattering profpett which had recently opened 
itielf to Charles, was fliortly obfeured by a fucceffion of frefh calamities. The 
troops, which had been difmified from the different towns and fortrelfes, ceded to 
the duke of Burgundy by the treaty of Arras, gave a loofe tolicentioufhefs and 
plunder. Difperfed in feparate bands, and headed by experienced captains, 
rhey overran the moft fertile provinces in the kingdom, pillaged the dcfencelefs 
inhabitants and fpread ruin and devaftation'around them, wherever they appeared.. 
The peafants juftly alarmed at thefe dreadful incurfions, fled from their habita- 
tions, and negle&ed the culture of their lands. From hence and from the in- 
ceffant rains which fell during the years 1437 and 1438, a moft deftru&ive famine 
arofe, fucceeded by a peftilence, which fwept away vaft numbers of the people^ 
particularly in Paris and its environs. Mezeray obferves., that the metropolis 
loft fo many of its inhabitants, that the wolves prowled about the ftreets in 
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jfearch of prey-, and carried off the children in fight of their parents. The kino* 
hailened his retreat from this fcene of horrors, and his example was followed not 
only by the court, but by every perfon who was not compelled by necefiity to 
refide in the metropolis, 

A.D. 1439.] At Bourges, Charles received ambaiTadors from the councilor 
Bafil, "which had quarrelled with pope Eugenius the Fifth ; and in an affembly 
compofed of the princes of the blood and the dignified clergy, he caufed the re- 
gulations of that council to be examined. Thefe he compiled into a law, to 
which he gave the appellation of, The Pragmatic Sanction 3 and which has 

ever fmcc been confidered as the bulwark of the Gallican Church, as it took from 
the fee of Rome the power of nominating to ecclefiaftical dignities, and of grant- 
ing reverfions, and penfions, and exemptions within the monarchy of France. 

Such little difcipline now reigned in the army, fuch little fubordination now 
prevailed in the Hate, that the officers who had been appointed by the king to 
the command of towns and fortreffes, began to ajgert their independence of the 
power whence they derived their confequence and authority, and to exercife the 
defpotifm of tyrants. Flavy, who had difplayed fo much fkill and refolution in 
the defence of Compiegne, when attacked by the united forces of England and 
Burgundy, had been deprived of the government of that city by the conftable. 
He found means to be reftoredto his command 5 and having conceived fome dif- 
guft againft the marefchal de Roche fort, he caufed that nobleman to befcized, 

and thrown into prifon. The count of Richemont, and even the king himfelf, 

interpofed to procure the -marefchal's releafe, but in vain ; Flavy refufed to fet 
him at liberty, unlefs he would confent to pay an exorbitant ranfom. While a 
negociation was carrying on for this purpofe, the marefchal died. 

A. D. 1440.] The pope ftill continuing his exhortations to peace, to which 
the fituation of either kingdom afforded the ftrongeft inducements. Conferences 
were opened but the propofals of France and England were ftill fo widely dif- 
ferent, that all hopes of accommodation vanifhed. The Englifh plenipotentiaries 
infiftedonthe free and independent pofleffion of Normandy and Guienne, with 
Calais and its diftridl j but the French would only confent to a partial 
annexation of thofe territories to the crown of England, and clogged, alfo, with 
the ufual burden of homage and fealty : the negociaions, therefore, were dis- 
continued*. 

The attempts to negociate a peace had not prevented the continuation of hof- 
tilities. At the beginning of July, the count of Richemont invefted the city of 
Meaux. one of the beft-fortified places in the kingdom, which Henry the Fifth 

■rlv bp.fieaed for ffiven months before he could reduce it. 
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It was defended by the baftard of Thian, an officer of approved courage, but, 
notwithftanding the mod vigilant and adtive exertions, it was taken by aflault, 
after a liege of three weeks, when the conftable put the governor to death, with 
feveral other Frenchmen who were found among the prifoners. The garrifon 
effe&ed their retreat into the marche, and broke down the bridge of communica- 
tion, fo that Richemonthad all his operations to begin anew. He formed corn- 
pleat lines of circumvallation, ftrengthened with redoubts, to prevent the en- 
trance of fupplies ; lord Talbot, refolved to fuccour the befieged, and, attacked 
one of the redoubts, which he fpeedily carried, and then entered the place with 
a convoy : the next day he effe&ed his retreat by fimilar means, and determined 
foon to return with a more effectual fupply but, that the garrifon were forced to 
furrender; the fuccefs of this enterprize encouraged the conftable. to undertake 
the fiege of Avranches, which he was fpeedily compelled to raife, being attack- 
ed by Talbot, at the head of thofe troops which he had dcftined for the relief of 
Meaux, who made him retreat with precipitation, leaving his baggage and artil- 
lery behind him. 

On the conclufion of the treaty of Arras, a marriage had been agreed on 
between the count of Charolois and Catherine of France, the completion of which 
had hitherto been deferred on account of the . youth of the parties. The 
king, anxious to confirm as far as poflible, the. attachment of the houfe of Bur- 
gundy, now complied with the folicitations of the duke, who prefTed him to fend 
the princeis to his court, although fhe had but juft entered her eleventh year.. 
A new conference was opened for the promotion of peace, under the me- 
diation of the duchefs of Burgundy, but it proved equally fruitlefs with the 

iaft. 

While the king was employed in the promotion of projefts, which had the- 
esfe and* welfare of his fubjedls for their object, a confpiracy was forming in his 
very palace. La Tremoille, who had been fo long honoured- with the con- 
fidence of his matter, law, with indignation, the pott he had enjoyed more 
ably and more worthily tilled by the count of Maine. Not daring to fhew his- 
jealoufy, he planned in fecret the means of effecting the ruin of his rival; and 
the more furely to promote his projedt, he made no fcruple to involve his- 
fovereign in the clFects of his vengeance. He engaged in the plot ieveral 
princes and nobles, who were difcontented with the minifter. The duke of 
Bourbon joined the confpirators : as did alfo the duke of Alencon, the counts 
of Vendome and Dunois, and others. Their firft attempt, v/as to feduce the 
dauphin from his duty, by perfuading him that his father kept him in a Irate of 
fubjeftion, though nobody was more capable than . he of correcting fhe vices 
which had crept into the government; that the nation, only expefted thein 
fafety from him, whom they invoked as their guardian genius. Lewis lent, 
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favourable ear to thefe infinuations. Some of them carried him off, with his 
own confent, from the caftle of Loches, and conveyed him to Niort. Every 

thing had been planned and conduced with fuch fecrecy, that the king was 

not avvare of the ftorm till the very moment it burft. The objedt of the con- 
fpirators was to fecure the king's perfon, and to inveft the dauphin with the 
fupreme power, in the hope of governing the kingdom under his name. 
The king, more enraged than alarmed at the danger which threatened him, 
inftantly fent for the conftable, who joined him at Amboife ; he then em - 
braced Richemont, and exclaimed-—" Since I have my conftabie with me, I 
" fear nothing/' 

The confederated princes publillicd a manifefto in the dauphin's name, in- 
viting the French to efpoufc the caufe of the prefumptive heir to the throne. 

In other times, fuch a publication would have fufficed to produce an almoft 
general infurredtion ; but the people, who ftill felt the dreadful effedts of the 
calamities occafioned by the diflentions of the great, had learned, from fatal 
experience, that thefe troubles, excited under the fpecious pretext of the good 
of the ftate, only tended to gratify the ambition of individuals. The lefibn 
they had received was too recent to be forgotten. They were at length 
convinced, that as the power of the monarch chiefly confifts in the afredtion of 

his fubjedts, fo cannot fubjedts look for the enjoyment of tranquility, unlefs 
they preferve inviolate their attachment to that protecting aiuhority, which 
ftrengthens and confirms the focial bond. The nobles of Auvergne informed 
the dauphin, by the lord of Dampierre, that they were ready to ferve him 

againft all men, except the king his father. 

Charles, meanwhile, having iummoned the duke of Alencon to reftore the 
dauphin, advanced as far as Saint Maxient, which that prince had reduced. 
He had no difficulty in recovering the place; and while he remained there he 
had the fatisfadtion to fee the count of Dunois return to his duty, with ex- 
prcfTions of repentance, and folicitations, for pardon. The king then pro- 
ceeded towards Niort, while the dauphin and the duke of Alencon, retired 
into the Bourbonnois. Lewis here applied for affiftance to the duke of Bur- 
gundy; but the duke replied, that though he would willingly receive him at 
his court, he could not think of enabling him to carry on a war againft his 
father. This refufal threw the princes into condensation, and, finding the 
king's army daily encreafe, they at length refolved to fue for mercy. The 
dauphin and the duke of Bourbon repaired to Cuffet, accompanied by 
La Tremoiilc, Choumont and Prie ; but the three laft noblemen were ordered 

by Charles, to retire under pain of imprifonment. The dauphin, enraged, 
protefted he would proceed no farther, but as he was already enclofed by the 
royal army, it was too late to recreat. As he appnxiched his father, he bent 
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on his knee, and entreated forgivenefs for himfelf and Bourbon, " Lewis"— 
faid the king — <c you are welcome : you have been long abfent. Go and reft 
iC yourfelf to-day, and to-morrow we will talk to you/' The king having 
refufed to pardon La Tremoille, Chaumont and Prie, the dauphin afked him 
whether he muft return, for he had promifed fo to do, in. cafe he fhould be 
unable to procure a pardon for his friends, Charles, enraged at the queftion, 
replied—" Lewis, the gates are open, and if they are not wide enough for 
" you, I will order five or fix toifes of the wall to be pulled down, in order to 
" facilitate your efcape. You are my fon, and can incur no obligation. 
" without my confent; but if it be your pleafure to leave me, go — for by the 
u Grace of God, I fnall be able to find others of our blood, who will afford 
u us better affiftance in maintaining our honour and power, than you have 
u done hitherto." The dauphin preffed the matter no farther. The duke of 

Bourbon obtained his pardon* Charles extended his forgivenefs to he reft of the 
rebels: he alforeftored the government and revenues of Dauphine to his fon. 
This dangerous war terminated in fix months. 

While Charles was reducing his fon to obedience, the Englilh had two 
armies in'motion, one of which laid wafte Picardy ; while the other, conduced 
by Somerfet and Talbot, laid fiege to Harfleur. As thefe noblemen had not 
fufficient troops to take the town by ftorm, they determined to reduce it by 
blockade ; they entrenched themfeives very ftrongly, and blocked up the har- 
bour by a powerful fleet. An army, commanded by Dunois, came to the 
relief of the place ; but, having made an unfuccefsful, though vigorous attack,, 
on the Englilh entrenchments, they were obliged to abandon the enterprize, 
and the garrifon foon after capitulated. The reduction of Harfleur was 
followed by the lofs of Montivilliers. 

The negociatlons for the releafe of the duke of Orleans from- captivity,, 
which had been long depending, were at laft brought to a conclufion. That, 
prince having offered to pay the fum. of one hundred thoufand nobles for his. 
liberty, the queftion was debated by the council of England,, when the fenti- 
nients of the duke of Gloucefter, and the cardinal of Winchefter, were entire- 
ly oppofite. The former ftrongly contended, that the dying- re que ft of the* 
fifth Henry — that none of the French prifoners fhould be releafed until his fon. 
Ihould have attained a fufficient age to affiirae the reins of government himfelf — 
fhould be ftriftly adhered to : the cardinal replied, that the fum offered was. of 
filch magnitude as* in the prefent ftate of affairs,, ought not to be reje&ed,. He 
farther obferved,. that the duke's pretence in France might give ftrength; and; 
effeft to thofe fadtions which prevailed againft Charles, and might confequently* 
prove advantageous to the Englilh intereft.. Thefe arguments were fuccefsful ?? 
and the duke of Orleans, after a tedious captivity of twenty.- five years* was. 

3C2 
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permitted to return to his native country. One of the conditions of his releafc 
was that he fhauld engage to exert his utmoft influence in effe&ing a general 
peace j and if he fucceeded in his efforts for that purpofe, that part of his ran- 
fom which he had paid before his departure was to be reftored, and the remain- 
der remitted*. 

Meanwhile the nobility flocked from every part of the kingdom to render 
their ferviccs to the duke of Orleans, who was univerfally cfteemed for his affa- 
bility, Gourage, and generofity. Knights of the firft diftindtion deemed it an 
honour to have their children admitted into his fervice,. in the capacity of pages. 
It was generally believed that immediately on his arrival at the court of Charles 
the reins of government would be entrufted to his hands ; the prince himfelf 
was impreffed with the fame opinion. He had four-and-twenty archers for his 
ordinary guard •> .and his retinue confifted of three hundred horle, exclufive of 
a great number of gentlemen who followed him at their own expence. On his 
return to France., he was careful not to enter upon the territories of the count of 
Ligny, who had always peremptorily refufed to fign the treaty of Arras, and 
whole conduct, in that refpeft, had at length, fo much irritated Charles, 
that he had given orders to his generals to attack him ; when the count died, and 
left his nephew, the young count of Saint-Paul, fole heir to his extenfive domi- 
nions. The duke of Orleans purfued his journey to Paris, and in all the towns 
through which he paffed, received the ftrongeft marks of affedtion from the in- 
habitants. Charles had, at firft, expreffed an earned defire to fee thi c prince ; 
but being apprized of his intimate connexion with the dukes of Burgundy, Brit- 
tany and Alencon, as well as of the numerous retinue by which he was accom- 
panied, the calamities which the. kingdom had already fuftained by the ambition 

of the great recurred moft forcibly to his mind, and induced him to fend word 

to the duke that he fliould be happy to receive him at court, provided he would 
come attended only by his houlhold. The duke, piqued at an order which he 
conftrued into an affront, took the road to Orleans, and immediately retired to 
his own domains. 

- The king, having affcmbled a body of troops, entered Champagne, and re- 
duced leveral fortreffes which were in poffefiion of the Companies. . After paf- 
fing fome time at Troyes, he repaired to Bar-upon-Aube, whither the Baftard 
of Bourbon, who now headed the Companies, went to meet him with offers of 
fubmiffion ; but was immediately leized, tried, and condemned. He was tied 
in a fack and thrown into the river, whence his body was taken by his. family, 
and honourably interred. This exertion of feverity operated as a falutary check 
co the deftruftive incurfions of the leaders of thofe delperate banditti who infeft- 
• ed the kingdom. . 

* Rymer's Feedera, torn. x. p, 776, 786. 



J 44*] CHARLES THE SEVENTH, 3^9 

The earl of Warwick having died, the duke of York was reftored by the 
Englifh council to the regency of France ; but the party of Charles daily acquired 
frefh ftrength, and the military operations of that monarch were generally at- 
tended vyith fuccefs. At the urgent folicitations of the duchefs of Burgundy, 
he was induced to confent to a renewal of the negotiations for peace ; but 
after the plenipotentaries had afiembled at Saint Omer, he haftily broke off 
the" conferences, on the frivolous pretext that the Englifh commiffioners were 
not of equal rank with the French. The conclulion of the year 1440 was dif- 
tinguifhedbytheredudion offeveralofthe nobility who ftill refufed to acknowledge 
the authority of the lawful fovereign. The chief of thefe was the young count of 
Saint Paul. 

The duchefs of Burgundy paid a vifit to Charles during his ftay at Lao n, in 
order to prefer certain demands, in the name of her hulband, and to complain of 
the conduct of the court to the duke of Orleans. The king however, was not 
more diipofed to give her fatisfa&ion in thefe particulars, than on fome other 
articles which concerned her own private intereft ; the duchefs obferved at her 
departure — cc My lord, of all the requefts I have preferred, you have not grant- 
" ed one, though, in my opinion, they were all founded in reafon." 

A. D. 1441.] Charles, at the head of his troops, opened the campaign in 
the month of April, by the fiege of Creil, a town on^ the river Oyfe, which in 
twelve days he obliged to capitulate. His next attempt v/as on Pontoife which 
he invefted about the middle of May, with twelve thoufand men. This fiege 

was conduced with the greateft vigour, as Charles was extremely anxious co 
obtain pofleflion of a place fo important both from its ftrength, andfuuation. 
The defence, was conduced with intrepidity; and all the precautions of the 

^ befiegers proved inadequate to refift Talbot, who forced their entrenchments, 
and entered the town with a confiderable convoy. The garrifon, deriving frefh 
fpirits from this feafonable fupply, repelled every attack of the French, who 
continued the fiege till the middle of Auguft; when the duke of York having 
collected an army of eight thoufand men, marched from Rouen towards Pontoife. 

. When he approached the place, he fent a herald to Charles, challenging him to 
battle; but his propofal being fubmitted to the difculfion of the council, it was 
unanimoufly refolved to rejedt it. The two armies were feparated by the river 
Oyfe ; and, as the bridge was guarded by a detachment of a thoufand men, 
Charles let the Engiilh at defiance, and continued the fiege without dread of mo- 
leftation. His fecurity, proved fallacious; for the duke of York having found 
means to tranfport fix hundred men, in boats made of leather, during the night, 
to the oppolite fide, they attacked the guard on the bridge, and having put 
them all to the fword, opened a pafiage for the remainder of die army. Charles 
was thrown into confirmation by this unexpected aiTault, haftily raifed the fiege, 
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and took fhelter under the cannon of Poiffy. Thither he was fallowed by the 

duke of York, who once more challenged him to battle; bur finding Charles 

determined to avoid an engagement, he pillaged the abbey and the town 

of Poiffy,* and having recruited the garrifon of Pontoife, returned to Nor- 
mandy. 

The precipitate retreat of the army from an inferior force gave rife to great 
murmurs at Paris ; and the popular difcontents, in that factious and turbulent 
city, became fo loud and prevalent, that the king deemed it neceffary to 
recover his loft reputation by fome fignal effort. With this view he returned 
to Pontoife, wholly unexpected by the Englifh ; re-commenced the iiege ; and 
condudled it with fo much vigour, that a pra&icable breach was foon effedled, 
which Charles was the firft to mount. His conduct on this occafion, infpired 
his troops with fuch courage that their efforts proved irrefiftible ; the place was 
taken, five hundred of the garrifon were put to the fword, and the remainder 
fecured. All the prifoners were conducted to Paris, and after being exhibited, 
chawed by their necks two and two> to the derifion of the populace, fuch as had 
not wherewithal to pay their ranfom, had their hands and feet tied, and were 
thrown into the Seine. 

The duke of Orleans was extremely mortified at the difappointmcnt of his 
hopes which led him to afpire to a principal Ihare in the government. The 
king and his minifters feemed totally to have forgotten him, though their negledt, 
infulting as it was, gave him no grounds for ftiewing his refentment. He had 
an interview with the duke of Burgundy at Hefdin, where the two princes 
paffed fome days together, and laid the plan of a confederacy, which was pjut 
in force the following year. Immediately after this interview, the duke of 
Burgundy began to raifc troops, but in order to lull the fufpicions of Charles, 
he iffued ftrid orders to his men to commit no depredations on the territories of 
France. 

A. D. 1442.] When every thing was prepared, an affembly of the malcon-? 
tents was appointed to be held at Nevers. In a circumftance thus delicate, when 
there was every reafon to apprehend a general defection, the king conduced 
himfelf with a degree of prudence and moderation, that ought to have render- 
ed the confederate princes alhamed of their conduct. He contented himfelf 
with fending them a remonftrance, in which he obfcrved, that they ought not 

to have formed the projeft of calling an affembly, in his abfence, much lefs 
without his confent ; that his defign, after an intended expedition into Guienne, 
was to have affembled the Hates, in the city of Bourges, in order to confult 
them on the general affairs of the kingdom. He complained of the conduct of 

.* Monftrelet,. fol. 185,. 
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the duke of Brittany in joining the confederates, at a time when the fituation of 
the ftate called for the unanimous exertion of all its members, in order to refift 
the common enemy. After thefe reproaches, conveyed in mild and moderate 
language, he confented that the difcomented princes and nobles ftiould aflemble 
at Nevers ; and even offered to fend a fafe-condudt to the duke of Burgundy for 
•that purpofe. 

The affembly accordingly met, and difpatched deputies to the king, with 
remonftranccs on the points with regard to which they required fatisfa&ion. 
The principal demands they preferred were thefe — The conclusion of a peace with 
England, and the correction of numerous vices which had crept into the admini- 
ftration; an equal diftribution ofjuftice ; an abridgment of the tedious fomalities 
of the law; the choice of magidrates; an augmentation of the number of ftate 
councillors; a reprcffion of the licentioufnefs of the foldiery, and a proper re- 
gulation Tor enfuring their pay ; and, laftly, a diminution of unpads for the 
relief of the people. Thefe demands, indeed, appeared to have no other objtdfc 
than the tranquillity of the ftate, the public welfare, and the happinefs of the 
nation : but the true motive of their conduft was fufficiently explained by the 
exhibition of their perfonal injuries. They all complained that the king allow- 
ed them no fhare in the government. The duke of Alencon claimed the refti- 
tution of Niort and Sufanne, and the payment of his penfion ; the duke of 
Bourbon, and the counts of Vendome and Nevers, preferred the fame demands 
with regard to their penfions ; while the duke of Burgundy complained, that 
certain articles of the treaty of Arras — which, however, he did not fpecify — 

had not been fulfilled. 

The king, having duly examined the reprefentations contained in the memorial,' 
reminded the princes, that he had confuked all or mod of them, on every mat- 
ter of importance to the welfare of the ftate; that in the choice of date- councillors 
he had never been influenced by party-fpirit ; that he had been reduced to the 
neceffity of taking poffeflion of the town and caflle of Niort, formerly command- 
ed by the duke of Alencon ; that with regard to reftoring the duke to his' com- 
mand, and to renewing his penfion, thofe were points that could only be decided 
by his future condudt ; that the duke of Bourbon had refufed to receive his pen- 
fion ; that the count of Vendome had retired from office on his own-accord, and 
that when he chofe to conduct himfelf in a manner confident with the duty he 
owed his fovereign, he would aft by him accordingly ; that he was willing to 
pay the penfion of the count of Nevers, and to fatisfy him with regard to fome 
other complaints of lefs importance. Charles concluded his anfwer with an affii* 
ranee that it had ever been his intention to obferve the peace of Arras ; that if any 

one had pre fumed to break it, that was without his knowledge, and he publick- 
ly difaV owed him; that he himfelf had feveral complaints to prefer on the non- 
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obfervance of that treaty, but that he wifhed to ipare the duke of Burgundy all 
iiich difagreeable recrimination. 

Had the confederated princes been actuated by patriotic motives, the 
king's reply muft have induced them to return to their duty. Charles, con- 
vinced that he had given them every fatisfa&ion they could require, was fur- 
prized to hear, from his confidential minifters, that they were endeavouring to 
encreafe the number of their partizans, by feducing the clergy, nobility and peo- 
ple of the diftant provinces. The conduct of the duke of Burgundy, in particular, 
aftoniihed the king; and he was frequently heard to declare that, could he be affured 
any ferious attempt on his authority was intended, he would fufpend every other 
expedition to march againft the rebels. His prudence fuggefted to him a means 
of averting the ftorm, without having recourfe to violent meafures, by feekin^ 
to gain over fome of the chief malcontents. He invited Orleans to court, and 
affigned him apenfion of four thoufand livres : the duke, in return for the fa- 
vourable reception he had experienced, detached the duke of Burgundy from 
the league : and the example of that prince was followed by the count of Nevers, 
and the duke of Brittany, who had only engaged in the confederacy at the infti- 
gation of the duke of Orleans. The dukes of Bourbon and Alen^on, and the 
count of Vendome, being unable to fuftain a war by themfelves, were compelled 
to fubmtt, and throw themfelves on the mercy of their fovereign. 

A. D. 1443.] Charles now marched, at the head of fixteen thoufand men at 
arms, to the relief of Tartas, a ftrong town fituated on the river Douze, near its 
junftion with the Adour, which being inverted by the Englifh, had engaged to 



Surrender if, by the twenty-third of June, an army fufficiently ftrong to raifethe 
fiege did not appear before its walls. As the Englifh made no attempt to dtibute 



giun maue no attempt to dispute 



the poffelilon of the place, it was furrendercd to the king, who immediately 
reftored it to the lord of Albert, to whom it belonged. The army then pro- 
ceeded to inveft Saint Sever on the Adour, which was taken by affault, after a 
fiege of three weeks, and the garrifon were put to the fvvord. Acques, Mar- 
inande and Reole experienced a ilmilar fate. The former, was foon retaken by 
the enemy. Butthefe trifling fucceffes were more than counterbalanced by the 
lofs of La Hire, one of the moft fkilful and intrepid warriors of France, who 
died towards the end of the prefent campaign. 

The Englifh inverted Dieppe, which was ably defended by the governor, 
a (lifted by Dunois, who had thrown himfelf into the place with a thoufand men. 
As th.e : leaion was far advanced, Talbot, lately created the earl of Shrewfbury, 
who commanded the Englifh, defpairing of fuccefs without a ftronger force, 
left apart of his troops to guard the works he had conftrudted, and repaired to 
Rouen to wait 

^^^^ 

which was daily expedted to arrive from Eng- 
land! During his abfence, the dauphin arrived with fixteen hundred men at 
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arms, and made two defperatc attacks on the Englifli works, in the firft he 
was repuifed, but the fecond proved fuccefsful; five hundred of the enemy weer 
killed, and the reft taken prilbners. The dauphin then entered- Dieppe .in 
triumph, and rewarded the garrifon and inhabitants for their valour and 
fidelity. 

About this time died John the Fifth, duke of Brittany, on whom his fubjecls 
had beftowed, by unanimous confent, the appellation of u the good Duke" Some 
time before his death he had projected a marriage between his elded fon Francis, 
who fucceeded him in the duchy, and Ifabella of Scotland, fifter to the dau- 
phinefs. Having queftioned his ambaffadors, on their return from Scotland, on the 
perfections of his intended daughter-in-law, they allured him, that, " fhe was 
" handfome enough, that her body was ftraight and well-formed for bearing; 



cc 



ft 



-The duke re- 

condufl her hither: 
ofe great /abilities in a wife 



are more hurtful than ferviceable. V 11 have no other; by Saint Nicholas , I think 
a wife wife enough when Jhe can dijhinguijh her own foift from her huf band's 



" doublet." 
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cxhauded that 
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Both France and England were, by this time, fo completely 
a fpeedy termination of the war appeared inevitable. The 
duke of York had already concluded a truce -with the duchefs of Burgundy f 
in the name of the duke, her hulband, for an intermediate time* ; and the 
Englifii council, convinced of their inability to purfue the war with vigour, re- 
folyed to propofe terms of accomodation to Charles, and "William de la Pole, 
earl of Suffolk, was fent to Tours for that purpofe. To adjuit the terms of a 
lading peace, however, was found to be impoffible ; a truce, therefore, was 
concluded between the two monarchs, and their allies, to commence on the 
•twenty-eighth of May, 1444, and to lad rill the fird of April, 1446! 5 but 
the period of its duration was afterwards prolonged to fix years. Had Suffolk's 
commiffion extended no farther than to the redoration of tranquillity, the Eng- 
iifh nation would have been highly indebted to his efforts; but he was charged, 
either by a private article of his inftru&ions, or (which is more probable) by 
the fecret commands of the cardinal of Wincheder, to procure for young 
Henry a confort, who, being indebted to him for her elevation, might prove 
a formidable acquifition to his party. The perfon, fixed on for this purpofe 
was, Margaret of Anjou, daughter of Rene, count of Anjou, and titular king 
of Sicily. This princefs was one of the mod accomplifhed women of the age: 
with a perfon eminently beautiful, fhe poffeffed a mafculine vigour of mind, a 
daring fpirit of enterprize, and an underdanding at once folid and acute 5 

* Rym. Foed. torn, xi, p. 24? t Idem ibid. j>. 58, <7* 
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in fhort, fbe was peculiarly calculated to acquire a defpotic afcendency over 
the feeble mind of Henry, and to fupply his imbecillity and defe&s. When 
Suffolk made his propofals to her, they were immediately accepted, and the 
treaty of marriage was accordingly figned ; but though the princefs brought 
no dowry, he ventured, without any direft authority from the council, to 
engage, by a fecret article, that the province of Maine fhould be ceded to 
her uncle, Charles of Anjou, count of Maine, prime miniltcr of the king of 
France. The articles of the marriage being adjufted, Suffolk returned to Eng- 
land to procure its ratification. The treaty of marriage was ratified by the 
king and council of England. Suffolk was fent, with a fplendid train of 
peers and peereffes, to conduct the new queen, who was then only in her 
Seventeenth year, to England, where (he landed in April, 1445. 

While the Englifh and French plenipotentiaries were engaged at Tours in fet- 
tling the conditions of the truce, and in attempts to eftablifh a durable peace, a 
circumftance occurred which had nearly occafioned a renewalof the war between 
the king of France and the duke of Burgundy. A body of French troops made 
a fudden irruption into the territories of Philip, where they committed great de« 
?aftations. The lord of Beaumont, marcfchal of Burgundy, having affembled 
the nobility of the province, marched againft the invaders, whom he attacked 
and defeated. The dauphin was informed of the chaftifement which the troops 
Siad received, which he was abfurd enough to confider as an affront offered to 
himfelf, and fwore that he would revenge the infult. The duke of Burgundy, 
defpifing his threats, fent him word, that fhould he venture to carry hoflilities 
into his dominions, he would find him prepared to receive him. This difference 

might have been attended with fatal effects, had not mutual friends fufficed to 
calm the refentment of either prince. 

The truce with England gave to France the firft interval of repofe which 3he 
had enjoyed for a long feries of years. The people haftened to profit by the re- 
floration of tranquillity ; the operations of commerce and agriculture were re- 
newed ; and the nation endeavoured by exertions of induflry to repair the cala- 
mities of war. But ftill the intercourfe between the different provinces was inter- 
rupted by the numerous bands of armed plunderers whom the armiflice had de- 
prived of their ufual occupation. An opportunity foon occurred, for ridding the 
kingdom of thefe formidable enemies. Frederic the Third, the Emperor, and 
his eoufin Sigifmond, archduke of Auftria, had lighted up the flames of civil war 
in Switzerland, in the hope of conquering that country ; and they now applied 
to the king of France to affift them with his troops in the accomplifhment of 
their proje&ed enterprize. The archduke was affianced to Radegonda, daughter 
to Charles, though the marriage never took place, as the princefs ditd before fhe 

Mad attained to years of maturity. This intended alliance, however, was eagerly 

i 
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feized by the French monarch as a pi an five pretext for granting the required 
afliltance, by which means he would have an opportunity of delivering the pro- 
vinces from a turbulent banditti. The dauphin was appointed to command the 
expedition ; and his army confided of fourteen thoufand French, and eight 
thoufand Englifh* ; it is probable that the latter embarked in the expedition for 
the fame purpofc as Charles, 

The Swifs were engaged in the fiege of Zurich, which had not yet joined the 
confederacy, when the dauphin Lewis marched again ft them. After that prince 
had formed a junction with the troops of the emperor and the archduke, the 
Swifs fent a detachment of twelve hundred men, from their army which was en- 
camped before Zurich, to attack him. In the plain of Boltelen, between Bafil 
and Montbeliard, a mod defperate attion was fought between th*fe fons of free* 
dom and the combined forces of France and Germany. The dauphin's cavalry 
were repulfed by the Swifs, who, crolftng a rapid ftream, ported themfelves in 
the garden of a lazaretto, and there continued to fight till almofl every man of 
them was flain ; the few that efcaped were, on their return, maflacred by their 
countrymen. The French, Englifh, and Imperialiils loft fix thoufand men on 
this memorable day. The names of the twelve hundred patriots who thus facri* 
ficed their lives to the liberties of their country are (till preferved in the public 
regifters of Switzerland. Lewis, convinced that another fuch victory would 
prove fatal to his army, accepted the offers of peace propofed by the Swifs under 
the mediation of the council of Bafil and the duke of Savoy. It was accordingly* 
fettled that France fhould obferve a ftrid neutrality between the confederated 
Cantons and the princes of the houfe of Auftria. The emperor, enraged at this 
defection of his allies, endeavoured to harrafs them as much as he could, for 
which purpofe he ordered the inhabitants to refufe them lodgings, and took care 
to deprive them of food and forage. Thus diftrelfed they were compelled to ra- 
vage the country, and were in confequence attacked by the peafants, who maf- 
facred great numbers of them. The dauphin returned to T 



ranee 



army 



nor advantage. 

Charles determined to profit by the interval of tranquillity v/hich the prolonga- 
tion of the truce with England fecured to the kingdom, to refcue his fubje&s from 
the inconveniences to which they were inceffantly expofed by the licentious con* 
du& of the troops- With this view he affembled the princes of the blood, the 
nobility and the principal officers of the army, whom he engaged, by an appeal 
to their intereft, to fecond his efforts for the accomplifhment of this falutary plan* 
Some attempts had already been made, by way of experiment, to fupport a body 

^ Villarct, torn xv. p. 369. 
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of troops, that were paid by the towns and villages in which they were fla- 
tioned. This had fucceeded, and the people, aware of the advantages to be 
reaped from a regular eftablifhment, cheerfully confented to pay an annual impofl 
for the pay and fupport of the army ; in return for whkh the king gave 
up the profits which his predeceflbrs had been accuftomed to derive from a 

debafementx of the coin. This impoft was alio rendered lefs onerous to the 
fubjetl by the abolition of a variety of oppreffive taxes, to which he had 
before been liable. 

The king having fettled this important point announced the execution of his 
projeft. All the troops were reviewed, when the moll courageous, and beft- 
equipped, w,ere fele&ed to complete the number that was meant to be retained. 
The reft were immediately difmifted, and received pofitive orders from the king 
to return to their refpedtive homes, without committing any diforders on the road. 
By the fame declaration, they were forbidden, under pain of being treated as 
enemies to their country, and difturbers of the public repofe, to take up arms 
and affemble together, without an exprefs command from the fovereign. To en- 
force the execution of (his ordonnance, the conftable's lieutenants, the maref- 
chals, and other officers, had received orders to line the public roads with their 
archers. Thefe wife precautions were fo rigidly obferved, that not the fmalleft 
tumult occurred. Many of the difbanded troops returned to their families and 
became ufeful members of fociety ; while others, unwilling to renounce a life of 
plunder, and alarmed at the feverity of the new regulations, abandoned their 

country. From this moment, France enjoyed a degree of tranquillity to 

which it had been a ftranger for more than a century. 

The troops whom Charles determined to keep were divided into fifteen 

companies of one hundred lances each. Each lance, or man at #rms, was 
attended by three archers, a coutillier^ or efquire, and a page, all mounted, fo 
that the companies formed a body of nine thoufand men. The officers were 
all experienced captains, in the choice of whom merit and not birth was con- 
fulted. A great number of gentlemen, and even men of inferior rank, whofe 
fortune enabled them to follow the profeffion of arms, joined this body of 
horfe, as volunteers, in the hope of being appointed to fill the vacant places. 
Thefe fupernumeraries encreafed to fuch a degree, that, in a fliort time, fome 
of the companies could bring twelve hundred horfe into the field. Befides. 
their captains and other officers, the king appointed infpettors and commifTaries. 

to review them, and to keep them in order. In time of peace, and while in 
-winter- quarters, they were all fubjeft to the jurifdi&ion of the place where 
they were Rationed. They were retrained, by the fevereft penalties, from the 
commiilion of violence and diforder; and were forbidden to exaft anything 

whatever from the perfons in whofe houfes they were quartered. This ftri& ob» 
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feryance of difcipline foon difpelled the terror which the foldiery had long been 
acculiomed to infpire. The people began to confider them as their defenders) and 
to efleem them accordingly; and petitions were prefented to the king from all 
pans of his dominions, to requeft the favour of providing them with quarters. 
They weie paid where they were ftationed, fo that the produce of the tax, 
im poled for their iupport, was generally fpent in the province in which it had 
been railed. As there were ft ill many younger fons of the nobility who could 
not ~be admitted into the new companies of men at arms, and whofe indigence 
prevented them from ferving as fupernumeraries, the king retained a certain 
number of them, and affigned them a flipend of twenty crowns per month. 
The king, at the fame time, formed a body of four thoufand archers, whofe 
number he propofed to augment whenever the fervice of the ftate fhould 

require it. 

Thus did Charles effett the eftablifhment of a Handing army, maintained 
by a regular and perpetual impolt ; an eftablifhment that gave to the French 
monarchs a degree of fuperiority over their great vaffals, which nothing could 
in future, counterbalance. The princes and nobility were not aware of the con- 
fequences of a regulation which founded the greatnefs of the monarchy on 
the ruin of rheir own. This revolution in the army produced a revolution in 
the ft ate. The moft powerful landholders could no longer oppofe, with any 
profpe£l of fuccefs, a fovereign who was conftantly armed. The divifion of 
interefls which prevailed among thefe opulent fubje&s precluded the poffibility 
of a regular and folid union, on which alone their prefervation depended. By 
engaging, fepaiately, in fuch an unequal conteft, they funk beneath the weight 
of the fupreme power, which acquired additional ftrength from their fail; and 

the king recovered that univerfal empire, which had been torn from the pofterity 
of Charlemagne. 

A. D. 1445, 1446, 1447, 1448.] Charles having thus introduced order into- 
his finances and difcipline among his troops, now laboured to recal the advan- 
tages of commerce, and to revive the languid fpirit of induftry. On the marriage 
of Henry of England to Margaret of Anjou, the province of Maine had been 
promifed to Charles of Anjou, the queen's uncle. The court of London had 
ftudioufly delayed the reftoration of that, county, for the ceftion whereof no 
plaufible reafon could be offered, but Charles inftantly ordered the Count of Du- 
bois, at the head of a powerful army, to enter the province and expel the Englifh: 

Mans, altera gallant refiftance, was compelled to capitulate; and, with its de* 
pendencies, was for ever alienated from the crown of England. 

But while the epithet of Victorious was annexed to the name of Charles; while 
his fortune and his conduct excited envy and fecured admiration, he experienced 

all the pangs of filial ingratitude,. The dauphin had appeared anxious to repair 



S9§ CHARLES THE SEVENTH*. x 44 8] 

his firft: error by prudence and circumfpe&ion. The king had reftorecl him 

to his confidence, and had entrufled him with important commiffions. But thefe 
marks of kindnefs had no effeft upon the inflexible temper of Lewis. The 
martial achievements of this prince had greatly encreafed his prefumption ; and 
an impatience to difplay thofe fuperior talents with which he fancied himfelf 
endowed, induced him to form an unnatural wilh to accelerate the arrival of 
that period when the reins of government would be delivered into his own hands. 
To facilitate the accomplifhment of his deflgn, he had feduced feveral of the 
crofs-bowmen and archers belonging to the king's guard. Fortunately he at- 
tempted to corrupt the fidelity of Anthony de Chabannes, count of Dammartin, 
who revealed the plot to his father. Charles inftantly fent for his fun, and re- 
proached him with his criminal intent. Lewis, without betraying any fign of 
confuficn, denied the faft, and treated Chabannes as an impoftor : That noble- 
man replied, that he knew what refpe& was due to the fon of his fovereign, 
but that he was ready to maintain by arms the truth of his aifcrtion againft any 

of the dauphin's houfhold. The monarch was but too well convinced of his 
ion's infamy; feveral of the Scotch guards, who had entered into the plot, the 
obje£i of which was the feizure of the king's perfon, and, pofftbly, his affaffi- 
nauon, were executed, and their leader, Cuningham, would have experienced 
a fimilar fate, but for the interceflion of the Scottifli monarch. Lewis finding 
liis perfidy discovered, retired into Dauphine, a few days after the queen had 

given birth to a prince (in 1446), to whom the king afligned the duchy of Berry 
as an appanage. 

While Charles was employed in reftoring his kingdom to its former fplcndour, 
the drflentions which prevailed in the councils of England, afforcled him a fair 
profped of effecting the total expulfion of his enemies from France. The queen's 
fa&ion, headed by the cardinal of Winchefter and the marquis of Suffolk, had 
facrificed to their ambition and revenge the duke of Gloucefter, whofe death was 
highly refented by the people* This deed, joined to fome other a&s of injuftice, 
excited a fpirit of difcontent throughout the nation, and paved the way for 
thofe tumults and diforders which marked the reign of the Sixth Henry. 

The king of France had refolved to profit by this combination of favourable 
occurrences ; and, having made every neceffary preparation for purfuing the 
war with vigour and effed, he only waited for a favourable opportunity to renew 
hostilities; and fuch a one fpeedily occured. Sir Francis Surienne, after he 
liad been compelled to evacuate the county of Maine, had retired, at the head 
of his troops which amounted to two thou fan d five hundred men, into Normandy 5 
under the natural expe&ation of being received and protected by Edmund, duke 
of Somerfet, who had recently replaced the duke of York in the government of 

that province* Somerfet, however-, being fcarcely able to find pay aiid fub* 
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fiftencc for the forces already there, refufed them admittance; upon which they 
repaired to Brittany, feized the fmall town ofFougeres on the river Covefnonj 
repaired the fortifications of Pontorfon and St. Jacques de Beuvron, and fubfified 
by committing depredations on the whole province. The duke of Brittany, 
juftly enraged at the infraction 'of a truce, in which as an ally of France, he had 
been included, made inftant application for redrefs to the duke of Somerfet; who 
replied, that the violence was committed without his knowledge, and having 
no authority over Surienne, and his followers, he could not poflibly be anfwer- 
able for the confequencea. This reply proving unfarisfa&ory to the duke of 
Brittany, that prince appealed to the king of France as his liege lord, who,, 
in the mod peremptory terms, infilled that Somerfet {hould recal the plunderers, 
and make reparation to the duke of Brittany for all the damages which he had 
fuftained; and, that an accomodation might be abfolutely impracticable, he eft I- 
mated thofe damages at fixteen hundred thoufand crowns. 

A. D. 1449, 1450.3 Four powerful bodies of troops were now deftined for 
the invafion of Normandy: One commmanded by Charles in perfonj a fecond, 
by the duke of Brittany; a third by the duke of Alen$on; and a fourth by 
the count of Dunois. As the governor of Normandy had been obliged to difmifs- 

the greater part of his forces from want of money to pay them, and to fuffer 
the fortifications of the towns and caftles to become ruinous for the fame reafon, 
the French experienced but little refinance. A multitude of places were fpeedily 
reduced; while Somerfet remained at Rouen unabje to oppofe the progrefs of the 
enemy. The garrifon of that city confided but of two thoufand men ; and 
Charles, having reduced the greateft part of Normandy in lefs than four months,, 
advanced, at the beginning of Odober, to attack the capital, with a numerous 
and well-difciplined army. The inhabitants, averfe from the Englifh govern- 
ment, called on Somerfet to furrender; and, after a feeble refiftance, he. was; 
obliged to confent to a capitulation, by which he not only delivered up Rouen 
to the French, but engaged to put them in poffeffion of Arques, Caudebec, Tan- 
carviile, Mouftier-Viiliers, Liflc bonne, and Honfleur, on condition that he* 
fliould be fuffered to go with the g^rnhn wherever he pleafed, leaving Talbot 5 
earl of Shrewfbury, and feveral other noblemen as hoftages, till the terms of ca- 
pitulation fhould be fulfilled. The governor of Honfleur refufed to obey the 
orders of Somerfet, and fuftained a fiege, but was obliged to furrender on the 
eighteenth of F bruary, 1450: Harfleur, too, made an obftinate defence, but^ 
at length, experienced a fimilar fate. 

The king during thefe operations had eftablifhed his quarters at the abbey of 
Jumieges, five leagues di ant f om Honfleur, where Agnes Sorrel had recently ar- 
rived, in order to give him intelligence of a confpiracy which* had been formed, 
againft his life *. Charles treated the report as fabulous, and. while he was en- 

•X- Annates de France. Alain Chattier. Kouvelles Obfervations fur -Pfiiftoire de franc* 
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deavouring to difpel the fears of his miftrefs, fhe was taken in labour, and after 
giving birth to a child which lived fix months, fome dangerous fymp cms ap- 
peared, and flie expired in the abbey *. 

While Charles was engaged in the redu&ion of Upper Normandy, the con- 
liable and his nephew, the duke of Brittany, were equally fuccefsful at the other 
extremity of the province. Surienne not only furrendered the town of Fougere^ 
but engaged in the fervice of France, The duke of Brittany granted an exemp- 
tion from all fubfidies,^ for twenty years, to the inhabitants of this town, im- 
portant from its fituation, its commerce, and manufactures of cloth. 

At the commencement of the next campaign, three thoufand Englifh were 

landed at Cherbourg, under the conduct of fir Thomas Kyriel, who reduced the 

town of Valognes, after a fiege of three weeks. He then croffed to Cotentin, 

wirh the view to join the duke of Somerfet, who had taken refuge at Caen; but 
being overtaken by the count of Clermont, at the village of Fourmigny, between. 
Carentan and Bayeux, an a&ion enfued. The Englifh were at firft vi&orious, 
but the French being reinforced by the arrival of the conftabie with three hundred 
men at arms, and eight hundred archers, the tide of fuccefs was turned in their 
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in a few days. The army then feparated ; the count of Clermont inverted Bayeux, 
while the conftabie, in cojun&ion with the duke of Brittany, formed the fiege of 
Avranches, which, in three weeks, was reduced to the neceflity of capitulating. 
Tombelaine, a fortrefs that was deemed impregnable, furrendered on the ap- 
proach of the French ; and Bayeux, after a vigorous refiftance, was Hkewife com- 
plied to fubmit. Bricqucbec, Valognes, and Saint Sauveur-Ie-Vicomte expe- 
rienced a fimiiar fate. The garrifons of thefe different towns had retirVd to Cher- 
bourg and Caen ; this lafl place was defended by the duke of Somerfet with four 
thoufand men ; but being inverted by the king in perfon with all the troops in his 

" July. A part of the army was then de- 



dominions, 

tached to reduce the towns of Falaife and Domfront, which made but little re- 
fiftance ; while the conftabie laid fiege to Cherbourg. This important place was 
taken on the twelfth of Auguft ; and thus did Charles, in little more than a 
twelvemonth, wreft from the Englifh the important province of Normandy, which 

had coft them fo much time, and fuch an effuffipn of blood to acquire. 

The fuccefs which Charles had experienced in Normandy induced him to 
attempt the redu&ion of Guienne. Several detachments were accordingly fent 

* VUlarct, to;n. xv. p. 474. t Idem. p. 483.— — Mezcray, torn, \i. p. 375* 
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towards that province at the end of the campaign, and the ftrong town of Bergerac 
fituated on the river Dordogne, was reduced in a few days. The count D'Orval, 
with fome other leaders, made incurfions into the Bordelois, at the head of five 
hundred men at arms, and laid wafte Le Medoc. The mayor of Bourdeaux 
with a body of troops, to the amount of nearly ten thoufand, attacked thefe ravag- 
ers, who, notwithftanding the inferiority of their numbers, obtained a complete 
victory. The Englifh nation left eighteen hundred men on the field, befides 
twelve hundred prisoners*. 

The winter was employed in making preparations for the enfuing campaign, 
but although the revival of induftry had reftored plenty to the kingdom, and the 
taxes had been punctually paid by the provinces, the king, on examination, found 
his coffers empty. This alarming difcovery occafioned a ItriCt inveftigation into 
the conduCt of the minilters of finance, and Xaincoins, a Florentine, receiver- 
general of the finances, being applied to the torture, confelfed enormous depre- 
dations, in confequence whereof he was fentenced to die, together with his clerk, 
James Chartierj but the king pardoned them both on condition that they fliould 

pay him the fum of fixty thoufand crowns of gold. Another financier, named 
James Cceur, a man of immenfe wealth, was likewife feized and tried by com- 

miffioners appointed by the king for that purpofe. Whether this man was really 
guilty of the crimes imputed to him by his enemies, it is impoflible to afcertain; 
but certain his trial was condu&ed with the molt lhameful partiality, and his judges 
were predetermined to conviCt him. He was fentenced to die, but the king 
changed his punifliment into perpetual banifhment; after exacting a fine of four 
hundred thoufand crowns, and confifcating all his property. 

The dauphin, about this time, gave his father frefh fubjeCt for uneafmefs y 
by contracting a marriage with the princefs Charlotte, daughter to Lewis, duke 
of Savoy. The king, who highly difapproved of the connection, ItriCtly en- 
joined him to'enter into no engagement till peace lhould be concluded, when he 
intended to marry him to a princefs of England. Lewis regardlefs of thefe in- 
junctions, concluded the treaty with the duke of Savoy, who agreed to give 
his daughter a portion of two hundred thoufand crowns, the marriage ceremony 
was accordingly performed at Chambery ; but as the bride was yet too young 
to confummate the marriage, it was fettled that lhe fliould remain at the court of 
Sa^oy till lhe lhould attain to years of maturity. 

A. D. 145 1.] The campaign was opened in Guienne, by the fiege of Mont- 
Guyon, a ftrong fortrefs on the confines of ttie Perigord, which was fpeedily ■ 
reduced: the town of Blaye was next taken by aflaultj feveral other places 
experienced a fimilnr fate, and Bourdeaux itfelf foon furrendered to the count 
of Dunois. Bayonne, the only town which now remained in polfeflion of" 

the Englilh, was-befieged in the beginning of Auguft, by the count of Foixj 

# Villaret ? torn. 16. p. 9. 

Vol. IL ' 3 E 



4 os HISTORY OP FRANCE. 1452] 

111 provided with ammunition and provifions was reduced to the necefiity of capitu- 
lating, on the twenty-fifth of the fame month. The governor, and the garrifon 
remained prifoners of war; and a contribution of forty thoufand crowns was levied 
on the inhabitants. Thus was the important province of Guienne, which had 
ever been governed by independent princes, even under the firft race of kings, 
at length annexed to the crown of France. Hitherto the French monarch s had 
only enjoyed over Guienne a right of fovereignty which had been often difputcd; 
except Lewis the Seventh, who acquired a temporary property in it, in right of 
his wife Eleonora, which he loft on the diffolution of his marriage with that 
princefs. By the conqueft of Guienne, Charles found himfelf poflefled of 
greater power than any of his predeceffors fince Hugh Capet. The city of 
Calais was all that the Englifh now po(feifed in the kingdom; and amidft all their 
civil feuds and public diflentions, they never loft fight of the defence of that 
place, of the importance whereof experience had convinced them. 

A. D. 1452.] The nobility of Guienne, being ftrongly attached to the Eng- 
lifh, were highly difcontented at the change of government; and they deputed 
two of their body to London to urge the king of England to undertake the 
recovery of the province; which they reprefented as a matter eafy of accomplifh-r 
ment. Indeed the conjuncture was favourable, for Charles had left only a fmall 
body of troops in Guienne under the command of the count of Clermont, go- 
vernor of the province, in the hopes of conciliating the affe£tion of the inha- 
bitants by fuch a mark of confidence. 

The Englilh miniftry eagerly embraced the opportunity, and the venerable 
Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, now in his eightieth year, fet fail for the continent 

with a body of four thoufand troops. He landed on the coaft of Medoc, and 
all the towns and fortreffes in that province opened their gates at his approach. 
The inhabitants of Bourdeaux were no fooner apprized of the arrival of the Eng- 
lifh, than they invited Talbot to repair thither. That nobleman accordingly 
entered the city in triumph, and made the fenefchal of Guienne, and the n French 
garrifon prifoners of war. The king was at the caftle of Lufignan when he re- 
ceived the intelligence of this unexpe&ed invafion. Moft of his troops being 
difperfed, he iffued orders to affemble them with all poffible expedition; and, in 
the mean time, hedifpatched the marefchals of Loheac and Jaiognes, with feveral 
other noblemen, at the head of fix hundred lances, to reinforce the count of 



Talbot had 



Clermont, and enable him to fuftain t 
already completed the reduction of the 
laid fiege to Caftillon, a ftrong place on the river Dordogne, the garrifon whereof 
he compelled to furrender. He next reduced Fronfac, and purfuing his. ad- 
vantage with vigour, . he recovered the whole province of Guienne in ftill lefs 
time than the king had taken to fubdue it in the preceding campaign. 

As foon as Charles had affembled his army, he advanced to the frontiers of 

the Perigord, where Chabannes inverted Chalais, which he carried by affault* 
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after a fiege of fix days: a part of the garrifcn was put to the fword; and eighty 
men, who had retired to a tower, where they were compelled to furrender at 
difcretion, were beheaded, as rebels and traitors who had violated their oaths. 
During thefe tranfa&ions, the dauphin, who had raifed a body of troops, thz 
year before, in order to attack his father, fent to offer his fervices to Charles. 
The king replied, that he had already undertaken and atchieved the conqueft 
of Normandy and Guknne without hirn, and that he did not want his alfiftance 
to enable him to recover this laft province. The dauphin, afcribed the feverity 
of this anfwer to the count of Dunois, and, in revenge, he confifcated the lord- 



o 



{hip of Valbonnais, which belonged to that nobleman.* 

The royal army, ftrengthened by the Breton troops, under the command of* 
the count of Etampes, formed the fiege of Caftiilon, on the 13th of July. Tal- 
bot was prelfed by the inhabitants of the neighbouring country to march to the 
relief of the place ; and as he had lately received a reinforcement of four thou- 
fand men, under the command of his fon lord Lille, he complied — though re- 
ludtantly — with their folicitations. He arrived before Caffillbn at the head of 
one thoufand men at arms, having left orders with his fon to follow. him> with? 
the reft of the troops. The defeat of a body of archers, who defended an ad- 
vanced poft, was confidered by the Englilh as a favourable omen: Talbot pur- 
fued the fugitives to the French camp, but his aftonifhment was inexpreffible 
when he found it had been ftrongly fortified, and was guarded by formidable 
batteries on every fide, Talbot attacked one of the ftrongeft works, which was 
defended by a chofen band of French nobility. During two hours the con- 
flict was maintained with equal obftinacy on both fides. At length the Englifh, 
overpowered by fuperior numbers, gave way; and though thrice rallied by their, 
leader, they were unable to maintain the ground; vi&oryfti 11 feemed doubtful, 
when the courage of the French was revived by a ftrong body of Breton cavalry, 
who attacked the Englilh in the rear. Prelfed on ail fides, they performed 
prodigies of valour. Talbot wounded in the face, covered with blood, rode 
for his great age would no longer permit him to fight on foot — from rank to rank, 
exhorting his men to do .their duty, but his horfe being killed by a. cannon ball, 
he was thrown on the ground; and was fo far exhaufted with fatigue and lofs of 
blood, as to be unable to rife. As he lay gafping for breath, his fon haftened 

to his relief; at the fight of him Talbot recovered his fenfes and. requefied. 

him to retire and preferve his life for the good of his country. Lord Lille, heed- 
lefs of his father's advice, rufhed into the thickefl of the enemy, and met death, 
Talbot ftill breathed when a French archer flew him, in order to ftrip him. The 
death of the general decided the victory ; the Englifh fled, leaving three thou- 
fand men on' the field of battle.; and as many more were. killed in. the purfuk,- 

j 
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Cafuiion furrendered the next day ; and the garrifon, to the number of fif- 
teen hundred, were made prifoners of war. 

The redu&ion of Caftillon was followed by that of Saint-Melyon and Libourne ; 
and before the conclufion of the campaign, Charles retook every tovn and for- 
trefs in Guienne. A heavy contribution was levied on the inhabitants of Bour- 
deaux, who were alfo deprived of their privileges. In order to avert the danger 
of a fecond revolt, a ftrong garrifon was placed in that city, under the command 
of the count of Clermont, lieutenant-general of the province, 

A. D. 1453, 14545 1455- J Soon after the recovery of Guienne,, the king 
haftened to adopt fuch meafures as were di&ated by found policy, as well for the > 
prefervation of internal tranquillity, as for fccuring his kingdom from foreign at- 
tacks, by the conclufion of advantageous alliances. The valour difplayed by 

the Swifs in defence of their liberties made him confider that gallant people as 
an ufeful ally; he, therefore, concluded a treaty with them, for the eftablifh- 
ment of a free commercial intereft between the two nations, by which France 
engaged never more to afford, direttly or indire&ly, any affiflance whatever to 
the enemies of the Helvetic league ; and the Swifs promifed, on their part, never 
to allow a paiTage through their dominions to any troops that were deftined for an 

invauon of France* 1 . That was the firft alliance which the Swifs, confidered as a 
nation,. contracted with any foreign power. The ancient treaties between France 
and Caftile were renewed at the fame time. 

Since the dauphin's retreat from court, the king had never ceafed to exhort 
him to return ; but neither threats, felicitations , nor prayers could overcome the 
invincible obftinacyof Lewis, who always replied, that he would willingly obey 
his father, provided he did not order him to refide near his perfon ; he even in- 
finuated that if any farther reftraint was attempted to be impofed on his inclina- 
tions he would quit the kingdom. Charles, afraid of being compelled to have re- 
courfe to vigorous meafures, at length confented that he fliould remain in Dauphine. 

Lewis, unmolefted by his father, dire&ed the natural inquietude and turbu- 
lence of his mind towards other obje&s. He declared war againft his father-in- 
law, the duke of, Savoy, and, after taking feveral fortreffes, was preparing to 
extend his conquefts, when the duke of Burgundy, and the Swifs of the Can- 
ton of Berne, compelled him to accept their mediation. In order to fupport 
his troops, Lewis had burdened the people with taxes the mo ft opprefiive. 
He had eftabliflied an impoft of two livres upon every hearth throughout his 
domains. The clergy, nobility and commons united in their oppofition to a tax 
which they deemed a violation of thofe privileges they had enjoyed under their 

- ancient fovereigns, and which were exprefsly fecured to them by the deed, by 
which Humbert, the laft dauphin of Viennois, had transferred his dominions to 
the crown of France. Lewis, having rejected the remonftrances of the three 

# rtecueil des Trakes— Hift. des Cantons Sniffes. 
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orders, they applied to the king, who promifed to do them juftice. Charles ac- 
cordingly placed himfelf at the head of his troops, and began his march towards 
Dauphine. Lewis, deftitute of friends, and unable to oppofethe torrent, had 
recourfe to fubmiflion ; he allured his father that he would return to court, but 

infifted on the difmiffion of fuch perfons as Had incurred his difpleafure. The 

king replied, that he did not wifh to compel him to return to court, nor yet to 

remain in Dauphine; but that he would not facrifice to his imaginary fears fo 

many great captains and faithful fubjefts to whom the monarchy was indebted 
for the re-eltablifhment of its power. 

^ Thefe negociations fufpendcd, for a time, thofc decifive meafures which the 
king had refolved to adopt; but finding, from their inutility, that it would be 
impoflible to overcome the invincible obftinacy of his fon, he at length declared 
that he took Dauphine into his own hands, and he accordingly conferred the go- 
vernment of that province on the lord of Chatillon. The dauphin now renewed 
his offers of fubmiflion, but ftill clogged with the conditions abovementioned* 
which induced the king to obferve for the laft time, that he had left the court of 
his own accord, that he might return when he pleafed, and that he would always 
be at liberty to retire, whenever he fhould think proper. " My enemies" — faid 
Charles to the dauphin's envoys — u truft to my word, and yet my fon refuft 
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ing the proofs which Lewis had given of the badnefs of his heart, the king was 
ftill willing to impute his difobedience to the pernicious advice of his confidents j 
againft whom he threatened to exert the utmoft rigour of the law. 

A. D. 1456.] Pope Calixtus fent the cardinal of Avignon to promote are- 
conciliation between Charles and the dauphin, but while he was exerting his 
utmoft efforts for that purpofe, the king received intelligence, from Anthony de 
Chabannes, count of Dammartin, that his fon was levying an army in the envi- 
rons of Valence ; that he had ordered ail his fubje&s above eighteen years of age 
to take up arms, and had iffued an injun&ion to the inhabitants to carry their 
effe&s into the fortified places. Lefcun, baftard of Armagnac, was deftined to 
command the dauphin's troops, which confiftedof feven regular companies, of a 
hundred lances each. But notwithftanding thefe formidable preparations, Lewis 
placed little reliance on the extent of his refources ; he knew that the people were 
difaffefted to his government, and though he had, at firft, flattered himfelf that 
the king would be afraid to drive him to extremities, he no fooner learnt that the 
count of Dammartin had received orders to take poffellion of Dauphine, and even 
to feize his perfon, than he refolved to avoid, by a timely flight the indignation 
of his father* The duke of Burgundy was the only prince fufficiently power- 
ful to afford him prote&ion under fuch circumflances ; to him therefore he ap- 
plied, and eluding the vigilance of the count of Dammartin, who had already 
feized moft of his towns, and fecured moft of the pafles, he repaired to the palace 

#f the prince of Orange at Vers. From thence he fent to apprize the lord o£ 
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Beaumont, marefchal of Burgundy, of his arrival; and that nobleman im- 
mediately joined him with an efcort, and conducted him to Bruxelles, where he 

was received with great pomp and magnificence. The duke of Burgundy fettled 
a penfion of fix thoufand livres a month on the dauphin for the fupport of his 

houfhold ; and the fugitive prince eftabliQied his refidence at Geneppe, a fmall 
town in Brabant, a few leagues from Bruxelles. 

Lewis, on leaving Dauphine, had addrelfed a circular letter to the clergy of 
France, in which he recommended himfelf to their prayers At the fame lime, 
he wrote to the king to inform him that he had repaired to the Burguudian court 
in order to accompany the duke on a crufade againfl the Turks, and to fill the 
pod of Generaliffimo of the troops of the church, which the pope had conferred 
oh him the year before. The duke of Burgundy, too, at the prince's requeft, 
fent ambalfadors to the king, who' gave them an audience at Saint-Symphorien. 
After affuring the monarch of the re&itude of their matter's intentions, who, 
they faid, had duly given the prince a retreat in his dominions, with a view to 
prevent him from feeking an afylum in England, they befought him to receive his 
ion into favour, who offered to make amends for the uaeafmefs he had given his 
father, and even to beg pardon on his knees before any perfon whom his majefty 
might choofe to appoint to receive that mark of his repentance : they then pre- 
fented a memorial, in which the dauphin entreated his father to fufpend the 
feizure ef Dauphine, to permit him to wage war againfl the Turks, and to fupply 
him with money and troops for that purpofe. The Burgundian minifters added, 
that, if the king confented to this expedition, the duke propofed to accompany 
the prince, and to ferve under him. 

Charles told the envoys, that the duke and the other princes of the realm 

ought only to receive the dauphin, fo long as he fhould behave to his father like a 
good and obedient fon, fince from the king alone did he derive tfie honour that 
was due to him. 

Whatever appearance of confidence the king might afilime, his fon's retreat gave 
him very ferious uneafinefs, which he in vain endeavoured to conceal. The duke 
of Burgundy already was but too formidable from the extent of his own territories, 
without having the prefumptive heir to the crown in his power ; a circumltance 
of which, it was apprehended, he might feek to take advantage. All the gar- 
rifons of the towns on the borders of Burgundy and of the Low Countries were 
immediately reinforced ; while the duke, on his fide, haftened to aflemble his 

troops. But as the fear was equal on both fides, no hofiilities took place in con- 
fequen.ce of thefe preparations. 

While the king was employed in fruitlefs attempts to make the dauphin return 
to his duty, and in endeavouring to counteract the dangerous eife&s of his dis- 
obedience, a confpiracy was formed in the heart of his dominions, which, had it 

4 
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fucceded, muft have overturned that throne, the re-eftabli foment whereof had 
coft him thirty years of fatigue, perils, and combats, and muft have replunged 
the kingdom into that deplorable ftate, in which he had found it at the com- 
mencement of his. reign. The author of this plot was the duke of Alen<jon, 
and its objeft the delivery of his country into the hands of the Englifh*. This 
prince, fince the war of the Praguerie, of which he was one of the principal 
authors, had feldom appeared at court, where his intimacy with the dauphin 
had rendered his condutt fufpefted; that difgrace which his own imprudence* 
had incurred he afcribed to the count of Maine, who, from the degree of favour 
he enjoyed with the king, had become an objed of jealoufy and hatred to the 
duke. He had been anxious to re-purchafe the town and caftle of Fougeres, 
which had been fold, greatly under its value, to the duke of Brittany; and he 
complained that the French council had refufed to fecond his efforts for the re- 
covery of an eftate which he had only been compelled to part with in order to 
regain the liberty he had loft: in fighting for the nation. This complaint appears 
to be well-founded, though it certainly could afford no j unification of the duke's 
criminal conduct. 

The confpiracy was difcovered by the infidelity of the duke's chaplain, Thomas 
Gillet, a native of Domfront, On receiving the intelligence Charles exclaimed, • 
in an agony of grief ; " On whom can I now rely, fince even the princes of my 
" blood confpire againft me ?" His horror, however, foon gave way to indigna* 
tion; when he ordered the count of Dunois; Breze, grand fenefchal of Nor- 
mandy ; Bourfier, general of the finances ; Coufinot, bailiff of Rouen ; and 
Oudet d'Aide, baliff of Conflantin, to fecure the culprit, who was then at Paris. 
The duke was apprehended, and conveyed to Chantelie in the Bourbonnois. . 

Three judges were appointed to examine the duke in prifon; but he refufed to 
anfwer them, under pretence that, as a prince of the blood and a peer of France, 
he was not bound to fubmit to any other jurifdi&ion than the court of peers. 
Since the trial of the king of Navarre, no criminal fuit for Leze-majefty had been 
inftituted againft a peer ; and the number of years which had elapfed fince that 
period, the violent convulfions by which the kingdom had been agitated, the kind 
of annihilation which every order of the ftate had experienced during that long 
prevalence of anarchy, had made people lofe fight of moft of the ancient laws 
and cuftoms. Neither Charles, his minifters y nor his council, knew what forms 
were neceffary to be obferved in the trial of a peer ; and they were compelled to 
apply to parliament for the neceffary information on the fubjeft. 

When this preliminary bufinefs was fettled, and every preparation made, the 
king iffued, letters patent for holding a bed of juftice at Montargis on the firft of 
June following; and all the peers and princes of the blood-tenant en Pairie, were, 
according to ancient cuftom, fummoned to attend. But this citation of the peers 

* Regiftres dti Parlement. Tres des Chart. M. S, <1e Brienne. Da Tillet. Interrog. M. S. 
*Ju Proces D'Atencon. 
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had nearly converted the coolnefs which fubfifted between the courts of France and 

Burgundy into an open rupture. The duke of Burgundy was highly difcontented 
with Charles for having efpoufed, with too much warmth, the intereft of the 
count of Saint-Paul, who, according to the Continuator of Monftrelet, afpired 
to the dignity iof conflable of France; and that nobleman was careful to widen 
the breach between the two princes. A late incident too had ferved to evince 
the difpofition of the duke in a manner not to be miflaken: the king having 
fent to inform him that he- had taken under his own protection the poffefltions 

of the Damoifeau of Rodemac, fituated in the duchy of Luxembourg; the 
duke replied, cc Let the king take care what he is about: I wifli to know whether 
" it be his intention to obferve the peace of Arras, which I am refolved never 
" to violate ; tell him, I defire to be informed of his intentions without de- 
« lay." 

The haughtinefs of this reply did not prevent the king from citing the duke 

to appear at Montargis, on the fifteenth of June, with the other peers of France; 

and the duke told the ambafladors who carried the citation, that although the 

king of France had, by the treaty of Arras, forfeited all right to command him, 

he would neverthelefs repair to the appointed place. After he had difmifled 

the envoys, he fent his king at arms to Charles to explain his intentions. The 

contemporary writers are filent as to the nature of this myfterious commiffion; 

but Philip, at the fame time, iflued orders to all his fubje&s to take up arms, 

and hold themfelves in readinefs to accompany him to Montargis, whither he 

was determined to repair with all his forces. The king, on his fide, made 
adequate preparations. - 

Troops were now affembling in all quarters, and a fingle fpark would have 
fufficed to promote a general conflagration. Charles, however;, could not con- 
template without horror the profpeft of thofe calamities in which the kingdom 
was about to be plunged; and he wifely determined to fpare the blood of his 
fubjecls, by overlooking the infult he had fuftained from the duke of Bur- 
gundy. He therefore fent word to that prince, that having received information 
of his intention to repair to Montargis, accompanied by too numerous a re- 
tinue, his attendance would be difpenfed with, and he was only requefted to 
fend three or four minifters of his council to affifl at the trial of the duke 
of Alen§on. A report was at the fame time circulated, that the army which 
had been aflembled by the king's orders, was deftined to oppofe a projected 
jjivafion of the Englifc. The duke of Burgundy fatisfied with the king's mo- 
deration, difmifled his trocps, and appointed the lords of Croy and Lallaing, 
with John L'Orfevre,- prefident of Luxembourg, to attend: the trial. 

As an epidemic diftemper had appeared at Montargis the king was induced 
to transfer the bed of juftice from that town to Vendome.. The duke of Alen- 
foil had, hitherto, perfifted in denying the crimes that were laid to his charge : 
hut at length, urged by remorfe, and convinced of the fufficiency of the proofs. 
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adduced to eftabiifh thofe crimes, he confefcd, that, on the reduction of Bor- 
deaux by the earl of Shrewflmry, he had lent a favourable ear to the pro- 
pofals of that nobleman, for a marriage between his daughter and the earl of 
Marche, eldeft fon to the duke of York ; and had promifed openly to declare 
againft the king, as foon as circumftances would permit ; that, feme time after 
this engagement, an Engliffi herald went to him at La Fleche, when he defired 
him to prefs the duke of York to haflen his invafion of Normandy; and to 
reprefent to the duke that that was the only time for attacking France to ad- 
vantage; exprefling his aftoni&ment that the Englifh could be fitch cowards * as 
to defer their invafion after the offers he had made them: He obferved that the 
king was then at a diftance, the troops were employed in Guienne, Armagnac, 
and on the frontiers of Dauphine; while the people were difcontented and 
eagerly wifhed for a revolution; that if the Englifli" would land with an ade- 
quate force, he would deliver all his towns into their hands, and fupply them 
with fuflkient artillery for an army of ten thoufand men; that the duke of 
York ought to bring the king of England to France; that Normandy was wholly 
unprovided with troops, and muft be nearly reduced before any forces could 
be fent to its relief. He then advifed, that, immediately after the dekent of 
the Englilh, the foldiery fliould be prohibited, under pain of death, from pil- 
laging the inhabitants; that all grants made by Henry the Fourth and Henry 
the Fifth fhould be revoked; that a general amnefty fhould be publifhed iii 
favour of all who had fince efpoufed the intcrefl: of Charles; and that all im- 
ports, of whatever denomination, fhould be fuppreffed, on condition of their 
renewal three or four years after the conqueft. He farther obferved, that, 
while the Englilh attacked France on the fide of Normandy, with an army 
of thirty thoufand men at lead, the duke of Buckingham ought to land another 
body of troops at Calais, fo that the king might be furrounded in the heart 
of his dominions : He remarked, that the Englifh need be under no appre- 
henfion with regard to the duke of Burgundy, " who was no foldkr^ but a 

c < hvrmlefs being* who only defired peace and concord: 99 that they might depend 
upon it, that the dauphin himfef would declare in their favour, and would 
allift them by tlie ceffion of his places and the aid of his artillery. 

As the reward of his perfidy^ the duke of Alencon required one of the 
three duchies of Bedford. Gloucefter, or Clarence ; all the eilates of the count 
of Maine; an annual penfion of twenty- four thoufand crowns.; and a net fum 
of fifty thoufand, one half of which fhould be paid in advance- Moft of 
thefe circumftances were difcovered, by means of the agents and domefrics of 
the duke, who were confined in, the Baftile, where they were examined by 

commiffioners appointed by the king for that purpofe; and they were all con~ 

firmed by a variety of evidence, as well as by the letters and confeffion of the 

-X- Jnterrog. chi Proccs cP Alencon, quoted by VHlaret. torn. s6« 

Vol. II, 5F 



4 io HISTORY OF FRANCE. [i 4S7 

# 

duke of Alen$on himfelf. It is highly probable, however, that the confpiracy 
was carried on, on the part of the Englilh, folely by the duke of York's 
party, fince no traces of it are to* be found in Rymer, nor in any other of 
our Englifh authors. 

As foon as the court, at which the l ing prefided, had afifembled at Vendome, 
the duke of Ale^non was brought before them; when John L'Orfevre, prefident 
of Luxembourg, one of the duke of Burgundy's agents, made a long and elo- 
quent fpeech, in his mailer's name, befeeching the king to extend his mercy to the 
culprit, who had rendered the moft effential fervices to the ftate, and whofe father 
and grandfather had periihed in the fatal fields of Azincourt and Crecy, where 
they had fignalized their courage in defence of their country. In the following 
feffion, the duke of Orleans fpoke to the fame efFeft in the name of the princes 
of the blood; and he was followed by Juvenal des Urfms, archbifliop of Rhtims, 
in the name of the ecclefiaftical peers. The king, without difcovcring his realinten- 
tions, replied, by the mouth of the bifhop of Coutances, that his conduft fhould 
be influenced by the advice of the princes of the blood, and the members of the 
council, and that it ftiould be fuch as would content every body. To avert his indig- 
nation, however, the moft powerful felicitations were employed. The duchefs of 
Alei^on repaired to Brittany, and prevailed on the count of Richemont to ex- 
ert his influence with Charles in favour of a prince, for whom he had ever evinced 
the fincereft attachment. The conftable accordingly haftened to Vendome, where 
he had feverai conferences with the king on the fubjeft. 

At length, on the tenth of October, fentence was pronounced by the chancellor^ 
William Juvenal des Urfms; by which the duke of Alen^onwas declared guilty 
of leze-majefty ; and, in confequence thereof, he was degraded from the honour 
and dignity of a peer of France; his property was confifcated; ai^d he was con- 
demned to die by the hands of the executioner. The king, however, remitted 
that part of his fentence which affe&ed his life, and configned him to perpetual 
impriforiment, in the citadel of Loches, where he remained until the end of the 
prefent reign. The duchy of Alengon was annexed to the crown, but all the 
other poffefiions of the duke were reftored to his wife and children, in considera- 
tion of the fervices which his anccftors had rendered the ftate. 

A. D. 1457.3 The confpiracy and imprifonment of the duke of Alengon pro- 
duced no commotions in the kingdom, and the princes of the blood, though in- 
terefted in balancing a power which -threatened to keep them in awe, confined 
their efforts to ^applications in behalf of the culprit t- Neither this affair, nor 
the uneafinefs which the king experienced on account of his fon's conduct, pre- 
vented him from ordering preparations to be made, at the beginning of this year, 
for a defcent on the Englifh coaft. Breze, fenefchal of Normandy, was ap- 
pointed to command this expedirion, with a body of four thoufand men. He 
accordingly embarked at Honfleur, but he was forced by contrary winds into the 

# 
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port of Nantes, whence he failed for England, and arrived oft Sandwich, in Kent, 
on the twenty-eight of Auguft. The fenefchal landed his troops without op* 
petition, but was obliged to fuftain a long and bloody conflict before he could 
obtain poffeffion of the town of Sandwich, which he plundered, and then im- 
mediately re-embarked his men, not daring to remain on fhore fo much as one 
night *. About the fame time, a body of Bretons landed in Cornwal, plunderd 
a few villages, and re- embarked with equal precipitation!- 

Arthur, count of Richemont and conrtable of France, fucceeded to the duchy 
of Brittany, on the death of his nephew, which happened on the twenty-fecond 

of September, 1457 ; on this occafion he was urged by the nobility of Brittany 
to refign a charge which they deemed incompatible with his prefent dignity ; but 
the conitable rejected their folicitations, and obferved, '* c that he was determined 
" to do honour , in his old age, to a pod, which had done him honour in his 
" youth." He died, however, foon after his acceffion to the duchy, and was 
fucceeded by the count of Etampes and Vertus, who affumed the appellation of 
Francis the Second. 

A. D. 1458, 1459, 1460. J In the month of July, 1458, the dauphinefs, 
having attained to yea' s of maturity, was conduced to Namur, where flie was 
received by her hufband, and the marriage was confummated. The duke of 
Burgundy immediately fettled on her a penfion of thirty-fix-thoufand livres. 

Charles was greatly incenfcd at the encouragement given by the duke of Bur- 
gundy to the dauphin; but he had the moft powerful inducements to preferve 
that tranquillity which had proved fo highly beneficial to the ftate. The laft 
years, indeed, of this monarch's reign, though they prefent none of thofe linking 

objetts which fo flrongly mark the greater part of his life, exhibit a fight far 
more interefting to humanity — A happy people finally united under the benefi- 
cent authority of their lawful fovereign. Thus, after a long ftorm, the eye 3 
tired with contemplating the dreadful (hock of warring elements, venting their 
fury on the rocks and mountains, repofes, with exquifite delight, on the lefs 
varied profpeft of an uniform and tranquil plain. The tranquillity which France 
now enjoyed, was the happy offspring of her fovereign's moderation, juftice, and 
paternal benevolonce. In the exereife of thofe peaceful virtues, Charles proved 
himfelf worthy of the refpeft, of mankind. 

At a public feaft which the duke of Burgundy gave on a new promotion of 
knights of the order of the Golden Fleece, the reprefentative of the duke of 
Alen^on was admitted f ; and although that prince had been found guilty of 
high treafon, he was, never thelefe, declared by this alfembly to be a nobleman 

honour and exempt from reproach: nay, farther, his eulogy was pronounced, 
and the orator did not fail to exclaim againft the injuftice of the fentence which 

had been patted on himj it was fcarcely poffible to attack the king in a more 

* Monftrelet, torn. Hi. fol, 71. t Hall, fol. 88. J Continuation de Monftrelet. 
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indecent and more infulting manner. The duke of Burgundy ought to have re- 
collected, that during the trial, which he had been fummoned to attend as firffc 
peer of France j he had himfelf acknowledged the notoriety of thofe crimes of 

which the duke of Alen£on had been guilty; and that he had confined his 
efforts to entreaties for pardon; and that even the ambafiadors whom he fent to 

Vendome had publiekly made the fame acknowledgments when they implored 
the king's clemency. 

But while the duke of Burgundy was thus ftudious to mortify the king, lie- 
was not himfelf exempt from alarm. As he had fpies at the court of France who 
gave him information of every thing that pafied there, he could not be ignorant 
that Charles was incefllmlly folicited, by different members of his council, to in- 
vade the Low Countries ; and the alliances which that monarch had recently 
contra&ed with Denmark", the emperor, the ele&or of Saxony, the Swifs and the 
Liegois, made him apprehenfive that a confederacy was formed to- dilpoflefs him 
of his dominions. Unable to bear the ftate of uncertainty in which thefe appro- 
henfions involved him, he determined to obtain from Charles a pofitive explana- 
tion of his intentions. With this view, he difpatched ambafiadors to the French 
court, the oftenfible obje£t of wbofe million was, to complain of feveral pretend- 
ed infractions of fubfifting treaties, but who were fecretly charged to found the 
difpofition of the king, and to get intelligence of his real defigns."* 

Charles refolved to grant the Burgundian envoys a public audience, in order 
that no one might doubt the fmcerity of his intentions, and the re&itude of his 
conduft. The ambafiadors, after complaining that the duke had been accufed of 



(winch, by the bye, their obfervations were ill 
e king* of the treaty of Arras, and the facrifice 



which their mailer had, on that occafion, made of his refentment for the aflafli- 
nadon of his father- They intimated, that the reduction of Pari3, Normandy and 
Guienne was principally owing to his afiiftancc : they advanced, that after the 
king had contracted alliances with the enemies of their mailer, they had farther re- 

a tiuce with Eng- 

es : that this con- 



ceived intelligence that he was actually engaged in negociating < 
land, in order that he might be free to invade the Low Countric 



dud was the confequence of a project which had been long conceived, and which 
formed one of the fecret articles of the marriage of Margaret of Anjou with the 
king of England, by which that prince had engaged to reftore all the places which 
he pofiefied in France, on condition, that he mould be affifted in atchieving the 
conqueft: of Holland and Zealand. Thefe reproaches, were wholly unfounded t 
fmce the peace of Arras more than twenty treaties had been concluded between 
the Englifii and the duke of Burgundy, who had juft renewed the truce with 
them ; while the king carried his fcrupfes fo far as even to refufe to enter into a 
lKgodation with them. The Burgundian miniliers added that the duke's fubje&s 

liad daily reafon to complain of the partiality of the iudcres of the parliament cf 
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Paris, in every caufe which they brought before them ; that prompt juftice was 
never rendered them except when they were deftined to be condemned ; that the 
molt infulting language was employed by the French "in fpesking of the duke of 
Burgundy ; and that the government took no pains to reprefs the fpirit of licen- 
tiouinefs,fo deftruCtive of that refpeCt which was due to a fovereign power, a prince 
of the blood, and the ftrft peer of France — characters . which were united in the 
perfon of their mafter: — that the duke could not fuppofe the king was offended 
with him for having afforded an afylum to the prefumptive heir to the crown ; 
finee he had taken care to apprize his majefty of the dauphin's arrival in his do- 
minions, and had not then been defired to refufe to receive a prince who was def- 
tined by providence to become, one day, his fovereign. 

To thefe representations, the king replied with equal moderation and dignity * 
He juftly obferved that the treaty of Arras had, at leaft, been as advantageous to 
the duke of Burgundy as to himfelf : that the conditions of that treaty fufficient- 
ly attefted that the facvifice of his refentment for the death of his father had not 
been gratuitous: that though the marefchal de L'llle Adam had contributed to 
the redudion of. Paris, yet the honour of that achievement was principally due 
to the courts of Richemont and Dunois : that the duke's fubjeCts, who, fmce that 
period, had ferved in the king's armies, were alfo vaflals of the crown : that the 
duke of Burgundy had obferved a ftriCt neutrality during the reduction of Nor- 
mandy and Guienne : that the alliances which he (the king) had contracted with 
the neighbouring powers, were in no wife prejudicial to the duke, nor did they 
infringe, in the i mailed degree, on the peace of Arras, which he had ever obferved 
with religious fcrupulofity : that the projeCt of enabling the Englifh to reduce 
Holland was an abfurd fuppofilion to which the duke himfelf gave no credit ; 
but that the truce which the duke had juft concluded without the knowledge of 
France was of a different defeription : that the accufations of difobedience prefer- 
red again ft the duke were proved to be valid by juridicial acts : that if the king 
had not prefer ibed to the duke of Burgundy the exact line of conduCt which he 
ought topurfue with regard to the dauphin, he thought he had fufficientiy explain- 
ed himfelf on that fubjeCt by fending him word that he could not pay too much 
honour to the prince fo long as he fhould obferve that refpeCt and obedience 
which were due from a fon to a father. 1 he dukes of Orleans and Brittany, with' 
the count of Maine and the other princes of the blood,, were prefent while the king . 
delivered this anfwer to the amhafiadors, who. defired a farther explanation of his ' 
fentiments ; Charles, therefore, told them, before their departure, that he would: 

fend one of the members of his council to the duke to give, him all the fatisfaCtion- 
he could require. 

A-D. 1461.] Had the king only liflened to the dictates of refentment, he 
might eafily have revenged himfelf of the duke of Burgundy for the tmeafinefs he 
had caufed him in affording protection to the dauphin. The court of Philip was. 

not more exempt from domeftic diffentions than that of Charles, The count of. 

Charolois, difcontented with his father and enraged more than ever with the houfe- 
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of Croi, who potfeffed : 

ring into France ; and he commifiioned the count of Saint-Paul to make the pro- 
posal to the king. He, at the fame lime, applied for the command of the troops, 
which France intended to fend to England to the affiftance of Margaret of Anjou. 
lie was told that with regard to the armament, no deeifive refolution had been 
adopted ; but that if he chofe to come to France, he would be received with all 
the refpeft that was due to his rank and birth. Several mefiages puffed on the fub- 
jed ; but as the king found it was the count's intention to facrifice the objeds of 
his refentment before he left his father's dominions, he broke off the negociation 
with this generous remark : — " For two kingdoms fuch as mine I would not conft 
6C fo villainous an aflion 

The king had been indifpofed for forne time, and though at an age when the 
generality of men ftill retain their faculties, both mental and bodily, unimpaired, 

he daily experienced a diminution of his ftrength. That rapid fucceflion of events 
which continued from the commencement to the conclufion of his reign, had fcarce- 
ly permitted him to enjoy an inftant of repofe. Incefiantly obliged to Ilruggle with 
adverfity, equally haralfed by the perfecutions of his' enemies and by thole of his 
own family ^continually thwarted in his defigns, often reduced to extremities the 
mod cruel and diftrefiing *; only furmounting one obftacle to encounter another j 
and compelled to fight for almoft every inch of territory he acquired — Such were 
the toilfome occupations to which Charles was deflined. This complication of 
dangers and fatigues, joined to the weighty cares of government — an immenfe 
burden of themfelves to a monarch jealous of his duties had weakened the fprings 
of life ; and an immoderate indulgence in amorous gratifications, to which 
Charles, particularly in his latter years, had recourfe, as an antidote to the painful 
anxiety which preyed on his mind, on account of his fon's mitcondud, greatly ac- 
celerated the period of his diffolution. 

About Midliimmer he was leized with a complaint in his face which was fuppc- 
fed to proceed from the tooth-ach ; but a tooth having been extraded, a iever 
enfued, and his^ phyficians began to be apprehenfive of danger. The king's illnefs 

I confternation amon# the miniHers and courtiers, moil of 



reduced 



whom being objeds of hatred to the dauphin, d 
revenge. Meanwhile a council was aflembled, at which it was relblved to write to 
the dauphin without delay, in order to inform him of his father's ntuation, and 
to know his pleafure. This letter, figned by the counts of Main and Foix ; the 
chancellor des Urfms ; the lords of Dunois, Laval, Albert, Chabannes, Eftoute- 
ville, du Chaftei, and five of the principal minifters, is dated the feventeenth of 
July. 1 hat fame day all the members ol the council adopted a propofai made by 
the count of Maine, to exert their utmofi efforts, fhouid the king recover, to pro- 
mote a reconciliation between hiin and his fori. This engagement they confirmed 

*- His treafurer, at the commencement of the fiege of Orleans, had no more than four crowns ifl his 
.poffdlion— Poces Juftif: da Jeanne d'Arc, MS. Bib* Jit 
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by an oath ; they renewed it on the eighteenth, as appears from a letter written 

by the count of Foix to Lewis the Eleventh 3 *. 

Amidft the tumult which prevailed on the profpeft of a change in the govern- 
ment, a report was raifed — but on what foundation is not known — that a defign 
was formed againft the king's life ; and it has fince been added, that the dauphin 
himfelf was the author of it. But an imputation of this nature requires the ftron- 
geft confirmation to enfure belief \ whereas, all the contemporary writers are fi- 
Ient on the fubjeft. An officer of the king's houfnold — whofe name has not been 
preferved in hiftory — thought it his duty to inform- Charles of the danger which, 
threatened him. The agitation into which* the unhappy monarch was thrown by 
the dreadful intelligence, is more eafily conceived than exprefied \ after refcuing 
his country from the oppreffion of her hereditary foes, after promoting, to the ut- 
inoft of his power, the welfare and happinefs of his iubjefts, to fee himfelf redu- 
ced to the deplorable ftate of a tyrant trembling with the apprehenfion of meeting 
the fate he merited, Was too much for his fortitude to fupport. He funk beneath 
the weight of his affii&ion ; and, feeing nothing that could endear him to life, in 
the difmal profpeft which now prefented itfelf to his view, he refolved to die. In 
vain did his minilters and the members of his council employ the mo ft ftrenuous' 
felicitations to difluadc him from adhering to this fatal refolution ; he was deaf 
to their remonftrances, and obftinately perfiftcd in refufing whatever was offered, 
him- It v is not probable that his conduct, in this refpeft, was influenced 4 by the- 
dread of poifon ; fince, by the rejection of all kind of food, he expofed himfelf 
to certain death. To admit fuch an idea, we mult fuppofe him. to have been abfo- 
lutely deprived of his fenfes, and that" this was not the cafe is evidently proved by 
the manner in which he died. At length, the phyficians, feconded by the minif- 
ters of religion, prevailed on him to take fome nourifhtnent ; but his ftomach was 
now too weak to bear it. Confcious that his laft hour was approaching, he fixed- 
his thoughts on a future ftate 5 and, after fettling his wordly aifairs, and difcharg- 
ing the duties of a chriftian, he died at Meun-fur-Yevrc, on the twenty- fecond of- 
July, (1461) in the fifty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty-ninth of his reign f.. 

Charles was equally generous and brave ; amidft the tumult of war his heart 
was ever open to the dictates of humanity j moderate and juft, his arms were: 
only employed in defence of his country, and in recovering the patrimony of his 
anceftors. But his martial atchievements alone would be inadequate to juftify 
that degree of refpeft and admiration, in which his memory is ftill hoi den by the: 
French*. The wifdom. and mildnefs of his government form a fairer- theme for 

* : Viilaret, torn. xvi. p. 301. 

* 

t The circumftance of the kin^s refufal to take food for fome days previous to his death, has- 
been doubted by the author of tk Obfervations on the hiiltory of France," and by Monfieur Ouclos, 
the modern hiltorian of the reign of Lewis the F.Ieventh. Its truth, however, is aflerted by two 
contemporary writers — the Contkiuator of Monflrelet. and the author of the Chroaide of Saint-- 
Dennis. To which of thefe mod credit is due, we pretend not to decide; we (hall oily obferv*, that- 
the improbability of a fact is, of itfelf, infufficient ro counterbalance- the poStive afiertion of per-- 
Tons, who may mifrspmjent but who cannot be miftakm* 
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exultation, and a nobler fubjedl of applaufe. To the laws he has not only re- 

ftored their ancient vigour, but gave frefh force. The many falurary edi£h that 

were publifhed, and regulations that were adopted, during his reign, fufficiently 
atteft the truth of this observation. In his feledion of magiftrates — an objeft of 
the higheft importance to the community—he difpiayed the mo ft vigilant attention 
to the interefts and happinefs of the people; in inveftigating the qualifications of 
the rival candidates, he always made birth give place to genius, and talents to in- 
tegrity. Sincerely pious, but exempt from bigotry, he ftrenuoufly defended the 
rights and liberties of the Gailican church, even from the invafions of the holy 
fee. At the commencement of his reign an exceffive facility of difpofition ex- 
pofed him to all the dangers which generally refult from an implicit confidence in 
favourites; and betrayed him into the commiffion of numerous errors; but con- 
vinced by experience he correfted his conduct, while the native excellence of his 
mind fecured him from falling into the oppofite extreme : He Itill remained cour- 
teous, affable, merciful and mild. The chief defed in the charafter of this mo- 
narch was a violent propensity to amorous enjoyments, which in the early part of 
his life, rendered him indolent and effeminate ; and even to the laft period of his 
exiftence, betrayed him into cpnftant violations of conjugal duty. 

Whenever Charles travelled from one part of his dominions to another, he 
took feveral perfons in his retinue to make clothes, which he diftributed to the 
poor. His mode of living was fuitable to his dignity, though his annual ex- 
pences never exceeded one hundred thoufand iivres ; and fuch prudence was dif* 
played in the economy of his houfiiold, that he had faved at his death, two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Iivres, which he deflined to pay a part of the four hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, for which the towns Situated on the river Somme had been 

pledged to the duke of Burgundy by the treaty of Arras. He was a raoft rigid 
obferver of his word: " Sa parole" — fays a contemporary writer* — <fi etoit parole 
" de rot, ct tenue pour /oi;" in fhort, he difpiayed fuch juflice and moderation, 
and was fo anxious to reftrain the diforders of the Soldiery, that his fubjeds may 
be Said to have enjoyed, even amid ft the tumult of war, all the bleflings of peace. 
. The inftant Charles had refigned his breath, the count of Maine difpatched 
three couriers, fucceffively, to the dauphin, to inform him of his father's death, 
and to receive his orders J. Meanwhile the minifters and nobility who were then 
at Meun appeared loft in corifternation ; whether from a cowardly apprehenfion 
of exciting the difpleafure of his fucceflbr, or from a criminal negleft which 
nothing could juftify nor even palliate, no preparations were made for the inter- 
ment of the deceafed monarch. Tannegui du Chatel — nephew to the nobleman 
of that name, who had faved the dauphin from the Burgundian fadlion at the re- 
duction of Paris— was the only perSon who had the virtue and reSolution to fulfil 

a duty that was deemed dangerous : By his orders, and at his expence, the body 
of Charles was firft conveyed on the (fixth of Auguft) to the cathedral at 



* Chron. de St. Terns. 
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-Paris, where the funeral obfequics were performed, and then depofited in the 
royal vault at Saint Denis : Immediately after the ceremony, the count of Du- 
nois, who v/as prefent, exclaimed, " We have lojl our mq/ier, let every man pro* 
"vide for bis own fafety." — -An exclamation which only ferved to encreafe their re- 
gret for the paft, and their apprchenfions of the future. The money which Du 
Chatel expended on this occafion was not repaid him by Lewis till ten years after 
the prefent period *. 

The troubles, by which 'France had been convulfed, for the long fpace of 
eighty years, had thrown every part of the kingdom into the mod dreadful confu- 
lion : and the annihilation of the fo vereign authority appeared to be an almoft ne- 
ceflary confequence of thole civil commotions which raged with fuch unexam- 
pled violence. But they, fortunately, produced a contrary effecl; from this 
dreadful ftate of anarchy, a new order arofe in the (late, a fyftem quite different 
from the ancient government, and highly advantageous to the extenfion of mo- 
narchical influence. By the adoption of a fyftem of policy, unknown to their 
^predeceffors, that of fowing diffention among their enemies, the French monarchs 
fucceeded in their attempts to curtail the moft: dangerous prerogatives of the 
tiobility, and by the deftruttion of the Ariftocratic power, confirmed and ftrength- 
•ened the royal authority. They opened the eyes of the people to their true 
interefts, which had been fo long facrificed to thofe of the nobility. The nation, 
torn by inteftine commotion, fought for a fupport, which they could only find 
in a fovereign, always armed, and confequently in a condition to afford them 
; prote&ibn : they accuftomed themfelves to confider the king as the centre of the 
ftate, as the only point of ' uhidn to which every member of the community ought 
to tend. Experience of the paft muft neceffarily have given ftrength and effefttoan 
opinion which was found to be favourable to public tranquillity. Already had moft 
of the great vaffals of the crown begun to lofe that tyrannical empire, which they 
had ever been accuftomed to exert over their inferiors, whom they rendered the 
flaves, and viftims of their paffions. It is true, indeed, that the encouragement 
of appeals 'from the courts of the barons to that of the king had, in earlier times, 
given the firft blow to this monftrous defpotifm; but that cuftom, introduced for 
the purpofe of countera&ing the evil effe&s of the partial and unjuft proceedings 
of the feudal jurifdi&ions, was confined in its influence ; it extended only to par- 
ticular cafes, and confequently afforded relief only to a few individuals, without 
-affe&ing the^enerality of the nation. Motives of greater efficacy were requifite to 
weaken and curtail the exhorbitant power of the holders of extenfive fiefs, and 
thefe motives ^'ere fupplied by themfelves. Their reftlefs ambition, their reci- 
procal jealoufies, their eternal diffentions, their frequent revolts, and their flagrant 

crimes, began to expofe them to the indignation and even to the contempt, of 
their own fubje&s. That complication of calamities to which the people had 

fo long been expofedj the many ruinous wars in which they had been compelled 

* Villaret. 
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to engage; towns reduced to afhes, villages depopulated, and lands laid wafte; — 

all thefe tended to demonftrate, beyond the reach of confutation, the horrid abufe 
which the feudal nobles had made of their power. The people, forely oppreffed 
by a multitude of petty tyrants, infenfibly began to lofe that refpeft they had 
been accuftomed to entertain for their mafters, and, feeling, at once, their fitua- 
tion and their confequence, refolved to refift a yoke which tyranny had rendered 
intolerable. The nobility could no longer fecure any thing more than a conftrain- 
ed. and precarious obedience; and they were only indebted, for the continuance 
of their power, to the feeble fupport of an ancient prejudice which a riling 
fpirit of rational freedom was labouring to deftroy. Whenever the princes of 
the blood, and the great vaflals of the crown, were attacked, their dependents 
would only render them fuch fervices as they had hitherto found it impoflible to 
abolifh. The nobles had difdained to fecure the affe£tions of their vaffals ; and 
they were no longer poffefled of fufficient authority to extort an implicit fub- 
miflion. The dukes of Burgundy and Brittany, and the count of Foix, were 
almoft the only noblemen whoftill retained an abfolute power in their refpe&ive 
territories ; and their right to the poffefiion of that power the fovereign contefted, 
though he had never attempted to deprive them of it by exertions of violence. 
The authority of the reft was extremely limited, and foon-died away. They were 
wholly unable to fupport a war ; they could not even take up arms, without 
fubje&ing themfelves to the ri(k of being tried as rebels, and condemned as 
traitors. The domains of the count of Armagnac and. the duke of Alengon had 

been connfcated and feized, by a legal procefs; and no opposition had been made 
either to the fentence or its execution; whereas, but a few years before, it would 

have been necelfary to fubdue the confifcated territory by force of arms. Such 
was the rapid progrefs which the royal authority had already made; by the mode- 
ration with which it was exercifed by Charles the Seventh, the nation were pre- 
vented from perceiving its whole extent; but under the fucceeding reign its 
effefts became more fenfible. 

Charles the Seventh was the firft of the French monarchs who impofed a new 
tax ? without the confent of the ftates general. This innovation did not excite 
.the fmalleft murmur ; becaufe — fay the French hiftorians — the nation were con- 
vinced of the neceffity of an impoft, deftined to maintain the tranquillity of the 
ftate; but it certainly tended to eftablifh a dangerous precedent, as the power of 
impofmg taxes without the confent of the people forms one of the leading fea- 
tures of defpotifm. "Whenever a tax had been raifed, before this period, for the 
payment of the troops, the provinces were previoufly applied to for their con- 
currence, and the duration of the impoft was generally regulated by the neceflity 
tvhich gave rife to it ; but when Charles eftablifhed a ftanding army, he found 
it neceffary to fecure a regular fund, and therefore, of his own authority, rendered 
the impoft, levied for that purpofe, perpetual. The re&itude of his intentions 
and the prudence of his adminiftration, having fecured the confidence of his 
fubjefts, he met with no oppofition to his plan; and, indeed, it muftbe obferved r 
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to his credit, that he adopted every poffible means to prevent any kind of tm- 

pofition on the people. No more money was raifed than was abfolutely neceffary 
for the purpofe; and the tax was collected in the moll unexceptionable manner; 
each parifh chufing its own colle&ors. It was never augmented during the reign 
of Charles the Seventh; and under Francis the Firft it was ftill fo moderate, that 
thofe who were rated higheft could pur chafe an exemption for twenty fols each. 

It cannot be fuppofed that the arts could make any rapid progrefs in times 
of tumult and diforder. The art of war, being moft in ufe, was, of courfe, 
purfued with the greateft. ardour; and fome improvement appears to have been 
made in the means of deftruttion. The ufe of artillery had become common in 
France, and a feparate fund of eighty thoufand livres annually — equivalent to 
upwards of thirty ^three thoufand pounds fterling — was provided for the ordnance 
department. The author of the Chronicles of France,* mentions a cannon caft 
by John Maugue, at Tours, in 1478, that threw a ball of five hundred pounds 
from the Baftile to the bridge at Charenton* 

It is probable that bombs and mortars were invented during this period. At 
the fiege of Bourdeaux, Bureau, the mafter of the artillery, made ufe of cer- 
tain flying machines — engins volans — with which he expefted to reduce the to wis. 
to alhes; and it appears that they produced the fame effe&s as the bombs which 
are now in ufe. Several proofs adduced in fupportof this opinion may be feen 
in the Memoirs of Literature!; one of thefe will fuffice to demonftrate its validity, 
Robert Valthurius, in a treatife on the military art, dedicated to Sigifmund 

Pandolphus Malatefta, prince of Rimini, who died in 1475? afcribes to that 
prince the invention of the mortar and the bomb, the effe&s whereof he defcribes 

with fuch precifion,{ that it is impofTible to miftake him. But if any thing re- 

iembling bombs had really been ufed in France during the reign of Charles the 
Seventh, it is certain they were foon laid afide, for we find no mention afterward 
made of that dreadful inftrument of deftru&ion, till the year 1634. 

As foon as tranquillity was reftored to the kingdom, the tafte for literature 

revived. On the death of Charles the Seventh, the re&or of the univerfity 

of Paris offered to attend the funeral proceffion, with jive-and twenty thoufand 

ftudents. But the progrefs that was made in the fciences was but ill proportioned 
to the ardour with which they appear to have been cultivated; indeed, in no one 
branch of literature, is it poifible to difcover the fmalleft fymptom of im- 
provement. 

The admirable art of printing was invented during the fifteenth century, 
though where, or by whom is not precifely known. On reading Meerman, 
Mattaire, Marchand, Palmer, and fome others, who have written on the fubjeft, 
it appears moft probable that Laurentius Cotter, keeper of the cathedral at 

* Chron. de France, torn. Hi. fol. 240. f torn, xxvii. p. 206. $ Inventum eft quoque machinae 
bujufce tiium, Sigifmunde Paudulphe qua pilae aeneae tormentarii pulveris plenae cum fungi andx 
fonrite urentis exnittuntur, Rob. Valthurius de re xnilitari. p. 266, quoted in the twenty-fev*Mft 
volume of the memoirs of the French academy* 
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Haerlerri, conceived the firft idea of printing, about the year 1430; and between 
that. time and his death, which occurred in 1 440, printed feveral fmall books in 
that city, with wooden types tied together with threads. As confiderable emolu- 
ment was likely to accrue from the knowledge of this art, Coder was anxious to 
prevent its promulgation, and to tranfmit it to his family; but in this he was dif- 
appointed, as, about the time of his death, John Geinsflcich, one of his workmen, 
efcaped from Haerlem, and taking with him fome of his mailer's types, re- 
tired to Mentz, where, being encouraged and fupplied with money, by John Full, 
an opulent citizen, he began to print in 1441 : two years after this man, or his 
qffijtanti John Guttemberg, is faid to have invented metal types and to have fet 
them in frames, an improvement of fuch importance, that the city of Mentz was 
thence induced to claim the honour of being the place where printing was in- 
vented. 

But according to the accounts contained in the memoirs of the French academy,,, 
and in the hiftorical treatife on the art of printing, written by M. Fournier, the 
inven tion of that art is to be folely afcribed to John Guttemberg, a gentleman of 

Mentz, who difcovered it in 1440, during his refidence at Strafburg, where 
the event is ftill commemorated by a jubilee, celebrated in the fortieth year of 
every century, called the typographical jubilee. Having fpent his own fortune, and 
the fortunes of fome of his affociates who had entered into hi§ fchemes, in 
attempts to perfeft the art he had difcovered, Guttemberg retired to Mentz, his 
native place, where he took John Fuji as a partner. The firft work of confe- 
quence which iffued from their prefs was a Bible, bearing no date, but fuppofed 
to have been printed in 1450. The types, although of wood, were made to imi- 
tate writing fo perfettly, that feveral copies were fold as manufcripts, at an 
exorbitant price. Fuft difpofed of feveral at Paris; where he was profecuted for 
having fold a great number of the fame work at different prices*. From Mentz 
this noble art, -notwithstanding the pains which the inventor took to prevent its 
.^propagation, by exa&ing an oath of fecrecy from all his workmen, was conveyed 
to other cities of Germany, Holland, and Switzerland, .where preflfes were ef- 
tablifhed nearly at the fame time. 

The improvement of cafting metal types and letting them in forms is afcribed 
fo Schoeffer, fon-in-law to Fuft. Fuft and Schoeffer are faid to have been the 
firft printers who prefixed their names to the works they publifhed ; and the 
firft book to which their name appeared was a Pfalter, in Folio, printed in 1.457* 
.The art of printing was introduced into France by Ulric .Gering, Martin Krants, 
.and Michael "Friburger, three printers of Mentz, who, on the invitation of 
William Eichet and John -de la Pierre, do&ors of divinity, went to fettle at Paris, 
'They had. convenient appartments aiSgnerl them in .the .college of the Sorbonne, 
ivhere they continued till 1483, when Gering took a houfe in the rue de Sor- 

*>onne, hr which he remained till his death. This founder of French typography 
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acquired a confiderable fortune, one half of which he bequeathed, as a token 
of his gratitude, to the college of the Sorbonne. 

As Charles the Seventh was of low ftature and had very fhort legs, he generally 
wore fuch a drefs as was beft calculated for concealing the defects of his per- 
fon. The fafliion of long garments was accordingly revived during his reign; 
but, in the firft years of the reign of Lewis the Eleventh, a total revolution 
occurred in the article of drefs. The women, who had been accuftomed to wear 
gowns of an immenfe length, cut off their enormous trains, as well as their 
lleeves which fwept the ground. For thefe ridiculous fuperfluities they fubfti- 
tuted deep borders that were equally prepofterous. On their heads they wore 
enormous caps furrounded with folds of filk or other light materials, — in the 
form of a turban — almoft a yard in heighth. In the reign of Charles the Sixth, 
the head dreffes of the women were fo broad— being two yards in breadth *— that 
it was found neceffary to make the doors wider in order to admit them; whereas 
now they were obliged to make them higher. 

The change that took place in the men's dreffes was not lefs remarkable* 
The long robes were fucceeded by fhort jackets that fcarcely reached the waift, 
which fat quite clofe to the body, and were fattened by a lace to the breeches. 

which were equally tight. The front of the breeches was decorated with an 
ornament bearing an exa£l refemblance to thofe parts which decency forbids 
to name, and for which it ferved as a cafe. Thefe extraordinary decorations which 
were called braguettes^ were ornamented with fringe and ribbands. To make them- 
felves appear broad-chefted the men wore falfe fhoulders, called mahoitres; their 
hair was long before, fo as to fhade their eye-brows ; and the fafhion of wear- 
ing long pointed flioes was revived. Such was the fafhionable drefs of the fif- 
teenth century. The contemporary writers, from whom this account is taken 
add that every body was eager to follow this extravagant mode of drefs; that 
even men whole profeffion compelled them to pay more regard to decency in 
public were no longer afliamed of an affe&ation which ceafed to appear ridiculous 
becaufe it had become general ; fo that a grave perfonage, who had been feen 
in the morning with a long robe, paraded the ftreets in an afternoon u drejfed 
" like an ape." The fame authors complain that private citizens adorned them- 
felves with golden chains, in imitation of kights; that they were no longer able 
to diftinguilh the gentleman from the tradefman ; and that valets as well as their 
matters, were covered with fatin, damafk and velvet. Thefe particulars by no r 
means tend to confirm the opinion of thofe who maintain that luxury is the mott 
certain indication of opulence in a ftate. It is impoffible to difcover,: in the 
hiftory ,of the prefent period, any fources; whence -France could have derived 
fuperfiiious wealth. The .arts were flill in their infancy ; no progrefs had been 
made in induftr.y; no eftabli&ment of new manufa&ures had taken place; her 

commerce was confined, and her navy in fuch a languifhing ftate, that when any 

& VHIaret, torn. t xx%vi. p. 367. 4 Monftrelet, fol. 39. Col. a. .F&fquier, p- 57?* 
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naval expedition was proje&ed fhe was compelled to hire foreign veflels. Such 
was the fituation of France, confined to her territorial riches ; yet did fhe exhibic 
every external fymptom of opulence. The precious metals, which were difplayed 
with fuch oftantatious profuflion, were then very fcarce ; as muft appear, from 

the price of every article of confumption, which fold, on an average, for ten 

times lefs than what it produced a century after. Soldiers were the only people 
who earned more money than men of the fame clafs do now. That description 
of imports, diftinguiflied by the appellation of tallies, only amounted to feventeen 
hundred thoufand livres, whereas, under the following reign, they were aug- 
mented to almoft five millions. In the marriage-contratt of Margaret de Rohan* 
daughter to the vifcount de Rohan, and John, count of Angouleme, grand* 
father to Francis the Firft, it was mentioned, that the prince fhould be paid 
the fum of nine tnoufand crowns, part of his wife's fortune which amounted 
to twenty thoufand : and in the fame deed, the vifcount, in confideration of 
this alliance, ceded to his fon-in-law the poffeffion of certain eftates, referving 
however, to himfelf the liberty of redeeming them on paying forty thoufand 
crowns. Thefe two funis put together formed a capital of fixty thoufand crowns, 
or feventy five thoufand livres, for the crown was then worth five-and-twenty fols 
Tournois. Sucljt was the portion of a princefs, whofe grandfon was deftined to 
afcend the throne. 

It was during the reign of Charles the Seventh, that the domain of the 
crown, which had been extremely limited fince the death of Hugh Capet, 
began to experience a confiderable augmentation. That prince, who on his 
acceflion to the throne, was confined to the poffeffion of the Orleanois Tou- 
raine, Berry and a part of Foitou, left his fucceffor the free and quiet enjoyment 
of the patrimony of his anchors, encreafed by the acquifition of all that part 
of France which extends from the confines of Foitou to the bay of Bifcay. 
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A. D. 1 46 1. ] LEWIS was at Geneppe when he received the news of his fa- 
ther's death, and the intelligence is faid to have infpired him with a joy which he 
affected not to conceal ; but though his eagernefs to fway the fceptre was unquef- 
tionably great, it can fcarcely be conceived, that a prince who was the molt con- 



mo ft 



of the age, would have fuffered fymptoms of 



made the moft unfavourable impreffion on all who witneffed them. This charge, 
indeed, appears to have been founded rather on a fuppofition of what Lewis felt 
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at the time, than on a knowledge of what he difplayed ; and it is worthy of re- 
mark, that, though it has been conftantly advanced by later hiftorians, it is not 
even mentioned by one contemporary writer*. 

From Geneppe the king went to Maubeuge upon the Sambre, where he perform- 
ed the firft aft of fovereignty, by fummoning the governors of certain provinces 
to exa£t from the inhabitants an oath of allegiance, and to fend him two deputies 
from each of the principal towns. He then proceeded to Avefnes, where he had 
appointed the duke of Burgundy to meet him. A report prevailed that the late 
king had taken fome fteps to deprive Lewis of his lawful inheritance; and^ 
though the conftitutional laws of the realm prefented an infurmountable bar to 
fuch a proceeding, that prince, confcious he had given but too juft grounds of of- 
fence to his father, feemed to entertain apprehenfions that his fcceffion would be 
difputed: at leaft, his conduct, and that of the duke of Burgundy, were calculated 
to authorize fuch an opinion. As the duke was to accompany the king to Rheims 
he fummoned all the nobility in his dominions to meet him at Saint-Quentin; and 
the citation was fo punctually obeyed, that no lefs than one hundred thoufand 
armed men attended at the appointed randezvous. Such a prodigious number of 
attendants rather bore the appearance of an hoflile army preaparing to atchieve 
the conqueft of a kingdom, than of the retinue of a fovereign going, to receive the 
crown, and to take peaceable poffeffion of the throne of his anceftors. But whatever 
apprehenfions Lewis might have been led to entertain, they were fpeedily difpelled 
by the zealous loyalty which every clafs of people haftened to fignalize. No foon- 
er, however, was one objeft of apprehenfion removed, than another prefented it> 
felf to his mind; for it was the fate of this prince to be inceffantly a prey to fufpicion,. 
inquietude, and terror, the duke of Burgundy,, at the head of an army of one hun- 
dred thoufand men, appeared to be a dangerous friend. His benefa&or in adverfity 
had now become his vafial; and this change in their relative fituations necelfarily 
produced, at leaft on one fide, a change of fentiment; the interefts of the king were 
far different from thofe of the dauphin," when a fugitive, and in difgrace. The em- 
barraffment of Lewis was greatly encreafed by the critical fituation in which he was 
placed; fince by betraying fymptoms of diftruft, muff have inevitably have incurred 
the cenfure of ingratitude, and moreover expofed himfelf to the danger of making 
a formidable enemy, whofe efforts he would have been wholly unable to refift. 
But he extricated himfelf from this dilemma by artfully infinuating to the duke of 
Burgundy, that the appearance of fuch a numerous army would, he feared, in- 
fpire his fubjefts with unfavourable fentiments, which at the -commencement of his 
reign, it was peculiarly his infereft to avert. The duke, who harboured no finifter: 
intentions immediately difmiffed his troops, and took the road to Rheims, . accom- 
panied' only by four thoufand of his nobles. 

■ 
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At Avefnes the king received the deputies from the principal towns, and 

from the fovereign courts of juftice. A funeral fevvice was celebrated in the 
church of that town for the repofe of the late king's foul; and Lewis attended the 
ceremony, (accompanied by the duke of Burgundy ; the counts of Charolois and 
Etampes; James of Bourbon, and Adolphus of Cleves) dreifed in deep mourn- 
ing; but as foon as the fervice was finiflied, he aflumed the regal purple; not, 
as has falfely been aflerted, in contempt of his father's memory, but in compliance 
with a cuftom which had been 'adopted in the early ages of the monarchy, and 
which his predeceffors had invariably obferved*. 

Nothing remarkable occurred at the coronation of Lewis, which took place at 
Rheims, on the fifteenth of Auguft, except that, before he was anointed, he 
in lifted oh receiving the honour of knighthood from the hands of the duke of 
Burgundy, which greatly furprized all the nobility; becaufe, fay the contemporary 
authors, " The king's fons were always knighted at the baptifrhal font." Indeed 
the marks of attention which he beftowed on the duke were carried to a decree 
of affettation which ftrongly favoured of infaicerity. By his orders, the principal 
inhabitants of Rheims went to meet the duke at a considerable diftance from 
the town ; at the gates of the city, he was received by the archbiftiop of Rheims, 
who prefented him with the keys; and a complimentary oration was delivered in 
his prefence, in which it was obferved, that to him were the people indebted for 
the prefervation of their fovereign. During the whole time that the court re- 
mained at Rheims, all orders were received from the duke himfelf. 

By thefe extraordinary marks of condefcenfion, the king thought he amply 
discharged the debts he had contratted as dauphin ; but the duke of Burgundy 
knew him too well to be deceived by his proofs of attention, and profeffions of 
friendfhip. u That man" faid he, fpeaking of Lewis to a perfon whom the count 
of Dammartin had fent to Rheims to entreat his good offices with the king, " will 

cc not reign long without involving his kingdom in great troubles." 

By the twenty-fifth article of the treaty of Arras f it was formally ftipulated, 
that the duke of Burgundy ftiould not, during his life, be compelled to pay 
homage to Charles the Seventh, nor to his fuccejjors^ kings of France; and if in the 
laid treaty, or in any other .act whatever,,. the king had been fliled his fovereign, 
fuch title could have no effeft on this total 1 exemption from the duties of a vafial. 

If the king ftri&ly adhered to a convention thus precife, .he could have no 
poffible right to exaft homage from the duke, unlefs, indeed, the right of Charles 
to bind his fucceflbrs had been called in qiieftion. The duke, however, in order 

to avoid all poflibility of a difpute on the fubjed, voluntarily paid homage to 
Lewis, not only for thdfe domains which he held of the crown, but for all his 
poffeffions generally and indifcriminately. 

On the day of the coronation, immediately after dinner, the duke of Burgundy 
knelt to the king, and conjured him, by the facred ties of religion and humanity-. 
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to pardon all thofe who, in the preceding reign, had been fo unfortunate as to 
incur his difpl afure, and to continue in their different pofls fuch officers as had 
ferved the king his father with fidelity. This falutary advice, delivered in the 
humble form of a fupplieation, Lewis would have done well to adopt ; but he was 
too intent on the gratification of his refentment to comply with a re que ft that in- 
terfered with his projects of revenge. His foul was a ffcranger to that chriftian 
virtue, the forgivenefs of injuries. He affefted, however, to be moved by the 
duke's entreaties, and accordingly promifed to pardon what was paft, excepting 
only, from the general amncfty, feven perfons, whom he did not name. By means 
of this reftri&ion, he referved to himfelf the choice of his victims. 

On the laft day of Auguft* Lewis made his public entry into Paris, where he 
was received by the inhabitants with every demonftration of joy, refpeth and 
loyalty. When he arrived at the gate of Saint Denis, two children, reprefenting 
angels, defcended and placed a crown on his head. A herald, whofe drefs was 
adorned with the arms of the city, introduced to him five ladies on horfebaek, 
who reprefented the five letters- which form the word Paris; and recited com- 
plimentary verfes. Adors^ reprefenting the clergy, nobility, and the third-eflate 
appeared in a veifel fixed againft the gate, from the mad whereof iffued a king, 
decorated with all the attributes of royalty. All the ftreets were adorned with 
pantomimical reprefentations of myfteries; but the moft extraordinary fight which 
attradted the new monarch's attention, was that of three beautiful girls, perfectly 
naked, Rationed at a fountain by which he pafled, in the character of fyrens, 

tinging ruitic airs accompanied by mufical inftrumentst. After the ufual cere- 
monies were finifhed, the king repaired to the hotel des Tournelles, where he 
eftablifhed his refidence. 

Lewis, on his acceffion to the throne, had entered his thirty-ninth year, an age 
when youth can no longer be pleaded in extenuation of error. The kingdom 
was in a flourifliing and tranquil fiate; free from domeftic commotions, and 
exempt from the danger of foreign invafion. The fovereign authority was more 
extenfive and more refpe&ed than it had been under any one of his predecelfors, 
fince the elevation of the third race of kings. The errors of his own youth, 
and the wifdom and virtues of his father, might have ferved him as inftructive 
leffons, pointing out what to avoid, and what to imitate. No monarch had 
ever fucceeded to the throne with fimilar advantages, and under circumftances 
more propitious* It only depended on himfelf to become happy, by completing 
the felicity of his fubjefts; affured of their attachment, he paight eafily have 
commanded the efteem of the neighbouring powers, the admiration of his con- 
temporaries, and the applaufe of pofterity. 
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of ftate, or chief rnagiftrates, had any reafon to apprehend a removal from their 

ftations, which they had long enjoyed with honour to themfelves, and advan- 
tage to their country. The king had been hitherto filent on this head, but 
immediately after his entry into the capital, he made known his intentions. He 
deprived Juvenal des Urfins of the dignity of chancellor, which he conferred 
on Peter de Morvillers. John de Rohan, baron of Mantauban, was appointed 
to fucceed John de Bueil, in the office of admiral, and William de Harcourt 
in that of chamberlain. The marefchal de Loheac was fucceed ed by the baf- 
tard of Armagnac, who had juft been created count of Comminges* The pro- 
voft of Paris, mod of the judges of the different courts, and the officers of 
the mint, alfo loft their places. It feemed as if Lewis had refolved to retain 
none of the fervants of his father ; and, from the apprehenfion that any one of 
them fhould elude his refearches, he included them all in one general pro- 
fcription. 

Coufinot, bailiff of Rouen, a magiftrate of great merit, who had rendered 
very effential fervice to the ftate, was imprifioned ; and Chabannes, count of 
Dammartin, was obliged to conceal himfelf in order to avoid a fimiliar fate. 
This almoft total fubverfion of fortunes and dignities, kept the minds of 
. the public in a ftate of continual agitation, while the perfon who occafioned 
it was not more tranquil himfelf. The prince who fuffers the fuggeftions of 
caprice to filence the dictates of reafon and equity, and whofe conduct is influ- 
enced by the prevailing paffion of the moment, can neither be happy nor free, 
wretched, indeed, muft be his fituation, who with the inclination poffeffes the 
ability to opprefs. 

Lewis was not more anxious to ruin all fuch as had enjoyed the favour of his 
father, than to protect thofe who had incurred his difpleafure. On his acceffion 
to the throne, he ordered the duke of Alen$on to be releafed, and he, foon af- 
ter, reftored him to all his former poffeffions, honours and dignities. John of 
Armagnac, who had been condemned by the parliament, alfo obtained the refti- 
tution of his xonfifcated territories. Such were the firft exertions which Lewis 
made of his power ; and but a fhort time elapfed before he found reafon to repent 
a conduft, which was equally impolitic and unjuft. 

While he was thus occupied in incurring the hatred of his fubje&s, he fpared 
no pains to eftablifh harmony and tranquillity among his neighbours. By his ur- 
gent folicitations with the duke of Burgundy, he induced him to receive the count 
of Saint Paul into favonr, and he likewife effected a reconciliation between that 

nobleman and the houfe of Croi ; though he muft have known that, by fuch a 
meafure, he could not fail to excite the fecret refentment of the count of Charo- 
lois. In fhort, before he had completed the firft month of his reign, he had 
contrived to lay the foundation of an almoft general difcontent. 

At length, Lewis left Paris to vifit his mother at Amboife; but before his de- 
parture, he had an interview with the duke of Burgundy, to whom, in the pre- 

fence of the princes of the blood, and many of the nobility, he renewed his pro- 
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feflions of friendfliip and efleem, repeating his declarations, that to him he was 
indebted for his crown and his life. The three princes parted with every appear- 
ance of mutual fatisfattion ; and after this interview the duke returned to Flan- 
ders, and the count of Charolois repaired to Burgundy. 

Among the numerous complaints preferred by the fa&ious and difcontented' 
againft the old adminiitration, the want of economy in the management of the 
revenue, and the intolerable weight of taxes, had not been forgotten.. Such ac- 
cufations, indeed, have in all ages, and in almoft all countries, been the inftru- 
ments employed by "wicked and designing men to feduce the people from their 
duty, by impofmg on their credulity ; knowing their aptitude to believe that all 
who are difafte&ed to the government, mud be anxious t@ promote their welfare 
and to afford them relief. As thefe reports had been propagated by the adherents 
of Lewis, it was expefted that, on his acceffion to the throne, he would rather 
diminilh than augment the taxes ; but almoft immediately after he had received 
the intelligence of his father's death, he ordered a frefh tax to be levied- through- 
out his dominions. On his arrival at Rheims, he made the molt magnificent 
promifes to the inhabitants, and folemnly fwore that he would, never fubjed them 
to any new impofl ; but when he left the town, he forgot his oath. The inha- 
bitants, furpriled to find the leafe of the Gabelles and other exaEiions^ publickly 
renewed, in direct violation of the king's promife,, flew to arms, broke open the. 
offices where the regifters were kept, tore the regifters, maffacred the revenue- 
farmer \r, and burnt their contracts. This feditibn, however, was foon repreffed ; 
eighty of the infurgents were feized by the troops; and fix of them, with the 
leaders of the revolt, were hanged. The fame fpirit of oppofition evinced itfelf 
in feveral other towns, particularly- in Angers, Alen9on, and Aurillac in Au- 
vergne ; but by timely exertions- of vigour it was fpeedily quelled. 

The king flopped but a few. days with his mother, and then repaired to Tours, 
where he received a vifit.from the count of Charolois, on his return to Burgun- 
dy. That prince experienced the mofl extraordinary marks of diftin&ion during 
his refidence at the French court: Lewis, not content with defraying his; ex- 
pences, and thofe of his houlhold, and with procuring him every amufement the 
age would; afford, difplayed an anxiety to gratify every wifli he expreffed.. On. 
his departure, he appointed him his lieutenant-general in Normandy, with a falary- 
of fix-and- thirty thoufand livres. Before the count returned to Bruxelles, he- 
went to take poffeflion of his new government,, where the inhabitants, by the.- 
king's exprefs orders, paid him the fame honours as if he had been their fovereign*- 

But while Lewis thus loaded the count of Charolois with careffes, he fecretly:* 
confirmed, in violation of the moll folemn oaths, the alliance which Charles the. 
Seventh had contra&ed with the people of Liege, the avowed enemies of . the.: 

houfe of Burgundy. 

Now that he was poffelfed of fupreme power, and, confequently, free to dis- 
play his humours without fear of contradiction, Lewis betrayed, a .decided- pre- 
ference for thofe difhonourable intrigues, and crooked fyftems of policy,, to 
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which he had been addicted from his youth. Inconftant and capricious, his ac- 
tions feemed to be regulated by the whim of the moment, without any regard to 
propriety, or confideration for the future*. Pope Pius the Second had made fe- 
veral vain attempts, during the late reign, to procure the abolition of the Prag- 
matic Sanction ; and being acquainted with the difpofition of the new monarch, 
who, while dauphin, had promifed to give him fatisfaclion on that head, he or- 
dered the bilhop of Arras, whom he had recently appointed his legate a latere in 
France, to remind him of his promife. That prelate accordingly reprefented to 

the king, that, by a compliance with the requeft of his holinefs, he would 
ftrengthen his own authority ; that he would always be able to difpofe of the liv- 
ings, by his recommendation to the pope, who would be bound in gratitude not 
to refule him any thing he might aft; ; that when the princes and nobility had no 
longer any influence in the ele&ions, they would lofe the only means they poffeflf- 
ed of acquiring partifans among' the clergy ; and that there would always be a le- 
gate in France, to whom his majefty might apply for all the favours he wifhed to 

obtain from the holy fee. 

The kingdom of Naples, which had formerly belonged to the houfe of Anjou, 
had been ufurped by that of Arragon, and was now pofleffed by Ferdinand, a na- 
tural foil of Alphonfo, the late king. The duke of Calabria, fon to Rene, the 
titular monarch of Naples, Sicily, and Jerufalem, found the inclinations of the 
Neapolitans favourable to his pretenfions ; and the bifhop of Arras, imagining 
that Lewis would be anxious to place his kinfman on the throne of Naples, affured 
him, that the pope had refolved to invert the duke with that kingdom. His ho- 
linefs, indeed, had no fuch intention ; but the prelate would fiave promifed ftill 

more, had he deemed it neceiTary to the fuccefs of his project. 

In Ihort, the bifhcp exerted his eloquence with fuch efteft, that the king, who 
ever difpiayed a willingnefs to revoke any aft of his father's, granted all he re- 
queued. Had the pontiff himfelf di&ated the letters of revocation, he could not 
have made ufe of expreflions more favourable to the unlimited authority of. the 
holy fee, and more repugnant to the dignity of the throne, the rights and prero- 
gatives of the Gallican church, the wifdom of the laws, and the honour of the 
magiftraey. The king, after afluring the pope of his filial obedience, declared 
that he defired nothing more earneftly than to fulfil the promife he had made be- 
fore his acceffion to the throne, to abolifh the Pragmatic Sanftion, which, having 
been eftablilhed in a time of revolt, was injurious to the holy fee. " Our coun- 
" cillor," fays Lewis, alluding to the bilhop of Arras ; " has convinced us that 
* c this conftitution, while it attacks your authority, tends to encourage the licen- 
4C tioufnefs of our prelates." — " Although moft men of knowledge endeavour to 

diffuade us frpm our defign, we have, according to your requeft, abrogated 
" this Pragmatic San&ien, and caft it out from our dominions. Exert then your 
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cc power, in future, in our kingdom as you pleafe ; and if any perfons (hail re- 
cc fift you, we promife your holinefs, on the word of a. king, to execute your 
* c commands, in fpite of all oppofition or appeal, and v/e will reprefs and 
" reftrain all thofe who (hall difobey your, orders It was thus that the 
king, by the ftrongeft demonftrations of unlimited obedience, anfwered the 
ambiguous careffes of the artful pontiff, who, in a brief addrefied to the bilhop 
of Arras, charged that prelate to allure his dearefi fon, the king of France, that 
he began to feel an inclination to love him wonderfully f. 

But Lewis, who believed himfelf to be the moll fldlful and profound politician 
of the age, had foon the mortification to find, that he had been duped by the 
pope ; for Pius, having obtained his ends, refufed to ratify the engagement which 
his legate had contracted for placing the duke- of Calabria on the throne of Naples. 
Enraged at the difcovery, he refolved to turn the pontiff's arts againft himfelf; 
and he accordingly fuftered his parliament to carry into execution the Pragmatic 

Sanction, which he had fo folemnly revoked. 

While the king was at Tours, he received ambafladors from the duke of Brit- 
tany, who came to regulate the form of homage their fovereign was to pay for his 
duchy J ; this point being fettled, the duke himfelf went to Tours, and fubmitted 
to the ufual ceremony. The king, who was jealous of his intimacy with . the 
count of Charolois, fpared no pains to gain his confidence. In the hope of at- 
taching him to his interefts, he declared him his lieutenant-general in Maine, An- 
jou, Touraine, and Normandy, although he had juft conferred the government 
of this laft province on the count of Charolois. If his objeft was to fow diflen- 
tion between the two princes, he did not reap from this fhallow artifice the advan- 
tage he expefted. Soon after the duke's departure, the king repaired to Brit- 
tany, under pretence of performing a pilgrimage to the flirine of fome faint ; but 
the real objeft of his journey was, to examine the ftate of the duchy, and to pro- 
mote a marriage between Frances of Amboife, duchefs-dowager of Brittany, and 
the duke of Savoy § ; but the duke of Brittany, aware of his defigns, found 
means to prevent their execution. 

Previous to his journey to Brittany, the king had affigned the duchy of Berri, 
as an appanage to his brother Charles, with the ufual claufe of reversion to the 
' crown in default of male heirs ; and accompanied by a promife to make fome more 
ample provifion for him at a future time. This promife fupplied the young prince 
with a pretext to prefer fuch claims as bed coincided with his ambitious plans ; 

* " Dnm per pratrmaticam ipfana fumma in ecclefia tuae fedis autoritas minuitur, praelatis in reg- 
* 4 110 nollro quoddam licentiae templum per illam praeitruitur . . . utere igitur deinceps in regno 

noftro poteftate tua ut voles . . . quod fi forte cbnitentur aliqui aut reclamabunt, nos in verbo 
44 regio pollicemur tuae beatitudini exequi tua inandata omni appellationis aut oppolltionis obftaculo 
44 prorfus exclufo, eofquc qui tibi c ontu maces fuerint pro tuo juifu coinpriinennisetrefraenabinvus." 
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and a penfion of twelve thoufand livres, in addition to his duchy, being deemed 
an inefficient income for th fon of a king, the public, difgufted with Lewis, loudly 
exclaimed againft that monarch's injuftice to his brother. 

The eondudt of Lewis to Anthony de Cliabannes, count of Dammartin, was 
calculated to encreafe ftill farther the popular discontents. That nobleman, tired 
with the life of a fugitive, repaired to court, and defired the king would imme- 
diately order him to be tried with the utmoft rigour of the law. He was charged 
with having falfely accufedthq king, while he was dauphin, of having confpired 
againft. his father ; and on this charge his judges were bafe enough to pronounce 
him guilty of high treafon, in confequencc of which he was condemned to die ; 
but Lewis changed his punifhment into perpetual imprifonment, and he was ac- 
cordingly commited to the Baftile ; his effetts were confiscated, and mod of his 
eftates were given to Charles de Melun, governor of Paris, who had been chiefly 
inftrumental in procuring his condemnation. 

A. D. 1462, 1463.] Margaret of Anjou, the unhappy queen of England, 
had embarked for the continent, fome time after the fatal battle of Touton, to 
folicit fuccours and affiftance from her foreign connections. She paid a vifit to 
the king at Chinon, who expreffed the greateft concern for her misfortunes. Dur- 
ing her refidence at the French court, (he flood godmother to the only fon of 

Charles, duke of Orleans, by Mary of Cleves, his third wife: the king was the 

godfather, and he gave his own name to the young prince, who afterward 
afcended the throne of France, under the appellation of Lewis the Twelfth. But, 
notwithftanding the profeflions of friendfhip which the king made to Margaret, 
all he could be perfuaded to grant to her earneft felicitations* were a loan of 
twenty thoufand livres, and a lupply of two thoufand troops, under the com- 
mand of Breze, fenefchal of Normandy, who is faid to have entertained for the 
queen more tender fentiments than pity and compaflion *• With this inadequate 
fuccour — for which too, the interefted monarch made her fign, in her hufoand's 
name, a truce for one hundred years, and a promife to reftore the city of Calais ; 
Margaret embarked for England about the end of the year 146a ; and, after a 
tedious and tempeftuous paifage, arrived off Tinmouth ; but being prevented 
from landing there, flie again put to fea, and her fleet being overtaken by a ftorm, 
many of the (hips were ftranded near Bamburgh Caflle, and the veflel in which 
ihe queen was, with difficulty, reached the port of Berwick. The French troops 
effected a landing in Holy Ifland, where they were foon attacked by a fuperior 
force, and moll of them either killed or taken ; but their leader, with fome other 
officers, made their efcape, and joined the queenf. 

The defeat of the royalifts at Hexham completed the misfortunes of Marga- 
ret, who, after that battle, failed f om England with her fon, and a chofen band 
of faithful followers, and arrived fafe at Sluys in Flanders. The duke of Bur- 
gundy received her with great hofpitality ; and, after loading her with valuabl 
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prefents, fen l a guard to efcort her into Lor ram, where her brother, the duke of 
Calabria, then refided. Breze, who was prefent at the battle, effected his ef- 
cape to Alnwick, where he was befieged, and, after a brave refiftance, confented 
to furrender the place, on condition of being permitted to return to France with 
the final! remains of his troops. 

A revolt of the Catalonians, who had renounced their allegiance to Juan, king 
of Arragon — a monarch ftained with the blood of his own fon — and invited the 
king of Caftile to become their fovereign, no\v attracted the attention of Lewis* 
He, at firft, promifed proteftion to the infurgents ; but, feduced by the offers of 
Juan, he had a conference with that monarch between Mauieon and Sauveterre, 
on the confines of Navarre, where a treaty was concluded, by which Lewis en- 
gaged to affift the king of Arragon with a loan of three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand crowns, and a fupply of feven hundred lances ; and the important 
counties of Roufliilon and Cerdagne, fubjedfc to redemption, were transferred to 
him as a fecurity for the money he advanced. Thefe the king immediately an- 
nexed to the domain of the crown, in virtue of the pretenfions of his mother, 
Mary of Anjou, fprung from Yolanp of Arragon ; but he foon after transferred 
them to the count of Foix, as an indemnity for his claims to the kingdom of Na- 
varre, founded on the rights of his wife, Leonora, who had poifoned her eldeft 
fitter Blanche. 

The afliftance of Lewis proved of little advantage to the Arragonian monarch, 
who was defeated in ail quarters, by the a&ive exertions of his opponent, Henry 
the Fourth, king of Caftile, furnamed the Impotent. But this laft prince was at 
length perfuaded by his minill ers, . who had been feduced by Juan, to fubmit their 
difpute to the arbitration of the French king ; who pronounced a decifion, equal- 
ly difpleafing to both parties, and which was refpe&ed by neither. An interview, 
on the frontiers of their refpe&ive dominions, having been agreed upon between 
Lewis and Henry, the former repaired to Saint Jean de Luz, and the latter to 
Fontarabia. They advanced to the oppofite banks of the Bidafiba, which fepa- 
rates France from Spain ; and their contrafted appearance ftrongly attefted the 
difference of their difpofitbns. — Henry, luxurious, magnificent, and vain, was 
arrayed in the richeft fluffs, embellifhed with gold and precious ftones, and at- 
tended by a numerous train, all equally brilliant. The fails of the barks, which 
conveyed them to the French fide of the river, were alfo decorated with a profu- 
fion of the precious metals. Lewis, whofe pride, certainly lefs refpedable, was 
difplayed in a ftudied affe&ation of the oppofite extreme, had encreafed the natu- 
ral uncouthnefs of his perfon, by a drefs the mofl vulgar and unbecoming. His 
under garment, which fate clofe to his body, was made of coarfe cloth ; and 
over it he wore a doublet of fuftian. His hat was extremely fmall, refembling 
the calotte, ufually worn by priefts, and decorated with a leaden image of the 
Virgin. The few nobles who attended him, imitated their mafter in the mean- 
nefs of their drefs. But the wealth which Henry had expended in his fumptuous 



preparations, Lewis employed to bribe the minifters of Caftile — for the art oi 
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making traitors always formed a leading feature in his illiberal and difhonefl: fyftem 
of policy- The two raonarchs had a fhort conference together j and 7 after a 
formal renewal of the ancient treaties between the two crowns, they parted with 
a thorough contempt of each other. 

* The king had lately refigned all his pretenfions to the duchy of Luxembourg, 
in favour of the duke of Burgundy ; as well as to the refutation of the fum of 
fifty thoufand crowns, which his father had paid to the duke of Saxony, and his 
co-heirs, for the renunciation of their claims. But while he appeared thus 
anxious to court the favour of Philip, he obferved a very different line of conduct 
with his fon Charles. Uneafy at the intimate connection which fubfifted between 
that prince and the duke of Brittany, he inceffantly laboured to promote a breach 
between them, or at leaO:, to counteract the dangerous defigns which he imputed 
t« them, by creating erabarraffments which might divert their attention elfewhere* 
He bePcowed every mark of diftin&ion on the lord of Croi ; not content with 
raifmg him to the high office of Grand Matter, he ceded to him the town and 
territory of Guines ; and, convinced that nothing could give greater offence to 
the count of Charolois, he ordered this extraordinary inftance of his favour to 
be publiihed by found of trumpet, in the ftreets of his capital. He alfo extended 
his protection to every perfon indifcriminately, who had incurred the difpleafure 
J of Charles. To this period may be traced the origin of that inveterate enmity 

vvhich foon prevailed between thofe rival princes, and which only expired with 
life. 

The duke of Burgundy had flattered himfelf that the unconditional homage 
which he had paid to the king, would be confidered rather as a mark of refpect, 
than as an effential obligation ; and that no duties of vaffalage would be required 
from him that could tend to derogate, in any degree, from the character of an 
independent prince, which he had fo long maintained, and was ftill determined to 
preferve*. Some Englifh fliips of war having been feen cruizing in the channel, 
the king fent an ambaffador to Lewis to fummon him to declare war againft Ed- 
ward, and to publifh an exprefs prohibition to all his fubjects to afford that prince 
any kind of a(5 fiance. This was a mere pretext to found the intentions of the 
duke, fmce, in the prefent ftate of affairs, no dread of an invafion could poffibly 
exift. The moil important, and indeed, the real objeCt of the embaffy, was to 
engage Philip to permit the eftablifhment of the Gabelle in his dominions j a 
proportion which he rejected in the mod pofitive terms. He even fent the lord 
of Chimey to the king to complain of this conduft, and to beg he would, for the 
love of him> defift from a pretenfion which he could never admit. 

The Burgundian envoy remained fome time at the French court before he could 
procure an audience of the king. At length, tired with the delays which he was 
made to experience, he placed himfelf at the door of the king's apartment, and re- 
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folved not to quit his poft until he had fulfilled his commiflion. The monarch, no 
longer able to avoid him, for once fuffered his impatience to get the better of liis 
policy, and exclaimed, " What fort of man then is this duke of Burgundy? Is he 
cc different i or made of different metal from all the other princes and nobility of my king- 
" dom?" " Yes fire"- replied Chimey, " the duke of Burgundy is indeed different y and 
made of different metal from all the other princes of your kingdom, or of the neigh- 
bouring countries, for he kept you fafe, and fupported you agaivflthe zvill and pleafure 
u of king Charles your father, whom God pardon, which none of the other princes had 
u either the inclination or fpirit to do" The king, confufed at this* unexpected reply, 
immediately returned to his apartment. The count of Dunois, approaching the 
l©rd of Chimey, afked him how he had dared to exprefs himfelf with fuch freedom* 
to a prince fo abfolute as Lewis the Eleventh. " Had I been fifty leaugues from 
hence" replied the brave Burgundian,. c< and had thought that the king wifljed to 
fay to me what he has jtiji faid of my majler, I would have injiantly returned to 

make him the fame anfwer as I have juji made him" As neither the king nor. 
the duke deemed it prudent to come to an open> rupture,, this affair was attended- 
with no farther confequences. 

Convinced of the impoffibility of enforcing his prefenfions by arms, Lewis ap- 
peared to renounce them-.;, and this tacit difavowal fatisfied Philip, who was already 
too much haralfed by the indocility of the count of Charolois r to think of encreaf*- 
ing his embarraflment by involving himfelf in frefli difficulties. The favour ihewn 
to the houfe of Croi was ftill the caufeof that divifion which prevailed between 
the father and fon. As the duke advanced in years, the influence of his fa- 
vourites encreafed ; and as Lewis, by his liberal donations* had attached thofe 
favourites to his intereft, he might probably have obtained- what he alked, had 
not the eftablifnment of the Gabelle been attended, with, difficulties almoft in- 
furmountable. The bare propofal to levy, that impofl had formerly occafioned a 
general infurre&ion in the Low Countries^ 

But Lewis was more fuccefsful in another negoeiation with the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the objeft of which was, to procure the reftitution of thofe towns on 
the river Somme, which had been ceded by Charles the Seventh, at the treaty 
of Arras : and which, in effect, rendered Philip mafter of Picardy. The meafure 
was oppofed by the count of Charolois; but the influence of John de Groi, the 
duke's minifter, andthe king's friend, prevailed, and four hundred thoufand crowns 
were given to recover thefe valuable pledges. Even in this tranfaftion, Lewis dis- 
played his duplicity: he had promifed to retain the officers appointed by the duke 
as governors of thefe towns j but no fooner was he in pofleffion than he difplaced 
them, and, at the fame time, nominated others, whom he knew would be equally 
acceptable to Philip.. 

Soon after this negoeiation was completed,* Lewis 16ft his mother, Mary 
of Anjou, who died on the twenty-ninth of November, 1463, in the fixtieth 
year of her age- The exemplary conduct, the fignal virtues, and fervent piety 
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of this amiable princefs, had attracted univerfal refpeft and efteem; and her lofs 
was deeply regretted by the nation. Her death, indeed, could not have happened 

at a more unfortunate period; for as the king paid confiderable deference to her 
advice, lhe might, poffibly, have been able to prevent thofe troubles of which his 
improper conduct and reftlefs difpofition had laid the foundation. Since his 
acceflion to the throne, Lewis feemed to have wholly negletted an art the moft 
eafily acquired, and the moft neceflary for a monarch to learn, that of fecuring 
the affections of his fubje&s. — The prince who feeks to confirm his power by 
the influence of fear, at once betrays the tyrant and the fool; alike ignorant 
a£ his duties and his intereft, he is equally a ftranger to the obligations impofed 
on himfelf, and to the feelings implanted in the heart of man ; fortunately for 
the happinefs of the world, fuch a flagrant violation of moral reftitude generally 
carries its own punifliment along with it. It cannot be too often repeated, nor 
too ftrongiy imprefled on the minds of monarchs, that the love of the people con- 
ftitutes the fureft and firmed fupport of the throne. 

Lewis, by his conduct, had naturally excited the deteftation of the French; 
and being confeious that he merited their hatred, he was in continual dread of 
feeling its effe&s. Tormented by the moft alarming apprehenfions, he was in- 
ceffantly employed in the adoption of means for averting the florin that threatened 
him. The malecontents were numerous; and, headed by the princes of the blood, 
and the chief nobility, they only waited for a favourable opportunity to give a free 
fcope to their refentment. The king, meanwhile, though fenfible of his danger, 
knew not who were his enemies; he had been apprized, that fecret affociations 

were formed in different parts of the kingdom ; bjjt all his endeavours to difcover 
the members of them had proved inefficacious. 

The penfioners whom Lewis maintained at the Burgundian court aflured him, 
that he had nothing to apprehend from Philip, at leaft, fo long as the mifunder- 
ftanding continued to fubfift between that prince and his fon. The duke had al- 
ready addreffed fome complaints on this fubject to the ftates of Flanders aflembled 
at Bruges; and deputies were appointed to wait on the count of Charolois, and 
invite him to return to court. The count received them with kindnefs; and after 

he had explained the caufe of his difcontent, complied with their invitation, and 
went to his father at Bruges. But this reconciliation proved of fhort continuance. 
The fame fubjeft for diffention ftili fubfified ; the count's averfion for the 
houfe of Croi was infurmountable; he had declared them to be his s mortal ene- 
mies; he had openly accufed them of confpiring againft his life ; and he- even feemed 
dire&ly to include the king in his accufations, by obferving, that he would not 
defignate the moft dangerous enemies who fought for his death, on account of 
the horror that muft neceflarily be experienced if he named them. 

Thus relieved from all dread of interruption from that quarter, Legris refolved 
to direft his attacks againft the duke of Brittany, who, next to' Philip, had in- 
fpired him with the moft ferious apprehenfions*. His conduft in this refpeft was 
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influenced as much by the perfonal hatred he had conceived againfl the duke, as 
by the dread of the connection he knew to fubfift between Francis and the count 

of Charolois. In order to take the duke of Brittany by furprize, he had fent 
a ftrong body of troops, in different detachments, and at different times, to the 
frontiers of the duchy; and all his meafures were adopted, and plans conducted 
with fo much fecrecy, that the duke was not apprized of the danger which threat- 
ened him, till the arrival of the French chancellor, Peter de Morviliiers, who 
was fent to inform him, that the king, "forbade him in future to entitle himfelf, 
" duke by the grace of God] to coin gold; to levy extraordinary taxes in his do- 
"minions; to ex aft from his vaffals the accuftomed homage, and to receive 
" the oaths of allegiance from, his prelates/' In cafe of a refufal to comply 
with thefe defpotic mandates, the chancellor had orders to declare war againfl 
the duke. 

Francis, who was a weak though a generous prince, was extremely embarraffed 
at this unexpected declaration ; deftitute of troops, he affe&ed to fubmit to the 
power he was unable to oppofe, and, by the advice of Tannegui du Chattel, who,, 
at the death of Charles the Seventh, had engaged in his fervice, he told the 
chancellor, that he did not refufe to comply with the king's demands, but 
that they related to objects of fuch importance, that his confent 'alone would be 
inefficient to enfure their accomplifhment; that the laws of the country re- 
quired the concurrence of the different orders of the province ; and .that he 
therefore befought his majefty to allow him time to afTemble the ftates, that 
he might communicate his intentions to them, fince by adopting a different 

line of condud he fhould deceive the king, which he would not do on any 

account. This appearance of condefcenfion fo fafcinated Lewis, that he granted 
the duke a delay of three months, and immediately difmiffed his troops. 

The count of Maine, and four other commiffioners, were appointed to regu- 
late the affairs of Brittany* The principal accufations preferred by Lewis agai^f 
the duke, are too curious to be ommitted, inafmuch as they difpiay the ckaf afUr 
of the monarch, and the true motives by which his conduft was inHuenced in. 
the prefent inftance. He complained, " That while he was daUpfcin, the duke 
" had refufed to lend him four thoufand crowns; that be had given him no 
" affiftance in the war with the Catalonians; that he had feizedthe temporalities 
" of the bifhop of Nantes, which was a thing unexampled in the chrijiian world* 
"ftnce bijhops took the precedency of dukes, and could not pojftbly become their fubjefts ; 
" that he had given orders to his vaffals to take up arms; an, 4 . that the" duke's 
" attorney had declared, at Rome, that his matter was no fubjtct of the king's, 
" and that he would rather receive the Englifh in his dominions than the French.** 
There were feveral other charges, to all of which the duke replied : delays were 
neceffarily occafioned by this means; and,* before the matter could be brought to- 
a decifion," the king's attention was called to another quarter, which compelled* 
him to defer the gratification of his refentment to a future periods 
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Lewis had received information that ambafTadors from the count of Charolois 

had attended an afiembly of the flates at Nantes, where they had renewed, by 
two feparate treaties, the alliance between Charles and Francis. The count of 
Saint Paul, and his brother, James of . Luxembourg, Tanneguy Duchaftel, Genlis 
and Romillc, vice-chancellor of Brittany, were the agents employed to condu& 
this fecret negotiation. Lewis, refolved at all events to penetrate the my fiery, 
cited the count of St. Paul and Genlis to. appear before him, to do homage for 
certain eftates which they held of the crown of France. After fome difficulty 
the latter obeyed the citation ; but Lewis had the mortification to find all his 
stratagems for difcovering the fecret eluded, and all his efforts to detach the 
count of Saint Paul from the intereft of the count of Charolois, fruitlefs and 

unavailing. 

While the king was thus employed, the number of his enemies daily encreafed* 
The duke of Brittany no fooner found himfelf extricated from the embarraffment 
into which he had been fo unexpectedly thrown, than, in conformity to the ad- 
vice of Duchaftel, he began to think of providing againft* any future attack. 
He wrote to all the princes of the blood, and chief nobility; and his letters 
which were conveyed by meffengers difguifed like monks, contained the molt 
urgent exhortations to unite in defence of the common caufe. He warned 
them of the king's intention to deftroy them all one after the other; obferving, 
that they might judge, by the treatment which he had recently experienced, of 
the fate that awaited them; and that the only means of preventing a difgrace 

which threatened them all individually, was to aft in concert, for the purpofe 
of refilling oppreffion. The general difcontent which prevailed in the kingdom 
had fufficiently prepared the minds of the public. for the impreflions which the 
duke wifhed them to receive. His ernilfaries returned with the moft pofitivc 
affurances of efficacious fupport from all thofe whom he folicited to enter into 
%i$ projects. The confederates reciprocally exchanged vows of fidelity; and the 

king might count for his enemies moft of the princes of the blood, and the 

principal nobility of the kingdom. 

A. D. 1464. j Nothing was now wanting to complete the danger to which 
France was expofed of a total revolution, but the jundion of the duke of 
Burgundy* Hitherto that prince, who was fond of repofe, had refufed to enter 
into this formidable affociation. It even feemed impoilible to perfuade him to 
fuch a meafiire* notwithflanding all the efforts of his fon for that purpofe. One 
falfe ftep, however, produced what the moft urgent felicitations had failed to 
elfe£t. The king having received information that the vice-chancellor of Brittany 
had performed feveral voyages to England, Holland and Flanders, thought it 
would be eafy to difcover the views of the princes, if he could once get their 
agent into his power; he therefore formed the defign of feizing Romillc, who 
was then in England, on his return to Brittany. This commiffion was entrufted 
to the baftard of Rubempre, a man of bad character; and a fmall velfel was 
accordingly prepared for him, whofe crew confifted of forty determined "mexu 
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Rubempre, after cruifing fome time in the channel, put into the port of Gor- 
kum, a fmall town in Holland, fituated on the river Wael, where the count 
of Charolois had arrived a few days before. As it was highly improbable that 
Rubempre fhould ftation himfeif at the extremity of Holland, in order to in- 
tercept a veflel on her way from England to Brittany, it has been coyijettured *^ 
that he had received intelligence that Romille was to pay a vifit to the count on 
his return. Be that as it may, Rubempre having landed with a part of his 
crew, was known, feized, and thrown into prifon, under pretence that he had 

come to Gorkum with the defign to carry off the count, and deliver him up 
to Lewis. - 

Moft of the modern hiftorians of France, and fome contemporary writers J, 
have attempted to juflify Lewis from this accufation ; but all they have been able 
to alledge in his favour, rather tends to involve the matter in obfcurity than to 
prove his innocence. Appearances were moft certainly againft him. The cha- 
racter of the baftard of Rubempre; the profound fecrecy obferved even by his 
crew, who received orders to pay him implicit obedience; the place fixed on 
for the execution of the plan, at which the count of Charolois had but recent- 
ly arrived; the conduct of Rubempre, who was fecn loitering about the count's 
houfe, and examining every part of it ; his alarm, which had led him to take 
refuge in a church, when he thought he was difcovered; add to thefe con- 
iiderations, the illiberal .policy of Lewis, who had recently caufed Philip, fecond 
fon to the duke of Savoy, to be arrefted, and fent to Loches, where he was 
.confined for five years, although he had come to the court of France on an 
•exprefs invitation from the king, and under the protection of a fafe condud — 
•this combination of circumftances forms ftrongeft prefumptive proof of the 

.guilt .of Lewis ; a proof which his own difavowal of the deed is wholly in- 

•fufficient to overturn. 

At the very time that this plan was difcovered, the frontiers of Picardy were 
lined with French troops. The king had repaired to Hefdin, to vifit the duke of 
Burgundy, who received him with all the honours that were due to his rank. 
He there requefted Philip to confent to the reftitution of Lille, Douay, and Or- 
chies, which had been pledged to the ancient counts of Flanders for four hun- 
dred thoufahd livres Tournois, and an annual tribute of tenthoufand; but the duke 
replied., that thofe towns had been ceded by the king of France to his grand- 
father, Philip, duke of Burgundy, on his marriage with Margaret, heirefs to the 
county of Flanders ; and that it was fpecified in the deed of conveyance, that 
they fhould only revert to the crown in default of male heirs on the part of 

Philip. Some other demands preferred by the king were likewife rejetted. The 
. t duke, on his fide, requefted the king to receive the count of Charolois into 
favour ; to defift from exacting an engagement from the Flemifh and Burgundiai^ 
.nobles, on their performance of homage, to ferve him againft all men living; 

# Villaret, torn, xvii. p. 34. 1 Coutin. de Monftrelet, vol, Hi, fol. 103, 
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laftly, to fulfil feveral articles of 



mmediately 



him 



any anfwer, and the next day fet out for Abbeville. After remaining a fhort 
time at that city, he went to Rouen, and from thence returned into Ponthieu, 

and Hopped at the village of Novian, near the foreft of Crefiy, fix leagues from 
Hefdin, where the duke ftill remained. The two princes did not vifit, and all 
the correfpondence that pafled between them was carried on through the means 
of Anthony de Croi. This coolnefs fubfifted till the tenth of O&ober, when 
the king fent word to Philip, that he would pay him a vifit the next day. 

The count of Charolois, who had juft caufed Rubempre to be apprehended, 
haftened to inform his father of the circumftance; for which purpofe he dif- 
patched Oliver de la Manche, an officer of his houfhold, with a letter to the 
luke, containing a particular account of the confpiracy which, he faid, he had 



detefted. He 
but added, that it was 



Burgundy 



into his power ; that it was with this view he had advanced fo near to the place 
of the duke's refidence j and that he had ftationed feveral bodies of troops 0.1 
the banks of the Somme, who were ready to affemble at the firft notice. 

Philip received the count's letter on the very day which the king had appointed 



for his vifit. Not 
moment 



ounded, he haftened to St. Paul, in Artois, leaving the town 
to the care of his nephew, Adolphus of Cleves, with orders to receive the king 
in cafe he kept his appointment; but Lewis, being apprifed of his retreat, re- 
turned to Normandy. The news 



formed 

feizing the duke of Burgundy, and the count of Charolois, was foon rendered 

public by the pains that were taken to promote its circulation. The count's emif- 
faries made it the theme of their converfation in all companies ; the clergy 
made the pulpits refound with it ; and the intelligence was quickly conveyed 
to foreign courts. Meanwhile, Montauban, admiral of France, wrote to the 
lord of Croi, to engage him to hufti up the affair, # and to releafe the baftard of 
Rubempre ; but that nobleman fent back the letter, and refufed to interfere 
in the bufmefs. 

The king fpared no pains to counteraft the effects of thefe injurious reports 



from the 



caufed 



an apologeticai difcouife to be pronounced in their prefence by the chancellor., 
containing a juftification of his conduct, and a contradiction of the charge that 
had been preferred againfthim. Not content with this, he determined to demand 
fatisfa&ion of the duke of Burgundy for the affront he had fuftained, and for this 
purpofe he fent the count of Eu, the archbifhop of Narbonne, and Morvilliers, 
the chancellor, to Lille, where the count of Charolois had already arrived. 



common 



» Villaret, torn. xvii. p3£e 40. 
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tion between Philip and his fon. The duke gave audience to the French ambaflfa- 
dors the day after their arrival, when he was addrefled by Morvilliers, who began 
his fpeech by reproaching the duke of Brittany, who, he obferved, had folicited 
the alliance of the Englifh, the ancient enemies of the crown, and had, confer 
quently, incurred the forfeiture of his life and property^ as being guilty of high 
treafon : that the king, being informed that this prince had fent the vice-chancellor 
of Brittany to England, had thought himfelf entitled to impede the progrefs of 
fuch a negociation, for which purpofe he had commiflioned the baftard of Rubem- 
pre to intercept " that pernicious agent of the duke's evil defigns" on his return 
to Brittany : that the count of Charolois, not content with violating the laws of 
nations, by imprifoning a man who was entrufted with a commiffion from the 
king, had caufed it to be reported, that Rubempre had gone to Gorkum for the 
purpofe of feizing his perfon : that Oliver de la Manche, who had been fent by 
the count to his father, had been carehil to propagate thefe injurious reports in all 
the towns through which he pafled : that a monk of Bruges had had the temerity to 
accufe his majefty, in a fermon, of an attempt on the liberty of the duke and his 
fon : that the duke's hafty departure from Hefdin, afforded a fuflicient proof, that 
this odious accufation had experienced too much credit : and that the king was of 
' opinion, fuch a proceeding could originate with no other than the count of Cha- 
rolois, who was doubtlefs difcontented at the lofs of his falary as lieutenant- 
general in Normandy. Morvilliers concluded his harrange by demanding, in the 
king's name, that Oliver de la Manche, and the monk, Ihouid be delivered up to 
him, in order to be punifhed as calumniators ; and that the baftard of Rubempre 
fliould be fet at liberty. While the chancellor was fpeaking, the count of Cha- 
rolois exhibited evident marks of impatience, and was repeatedly on the point of 
interrupting him ; but his father interfered, and ordered him to defer his reply to 
the next day, and, for the prefent, to leave the talk of defending his conduft to 
himfelf. 

The duke then addrelfed the ambafladors, and began by declaring, in the mofl 
pofitive terms, that he could not releafe Rubempre, fmce he had been arrefted in 
Holland, a principality independent of the king : he then obferved, that Oliver 
de la Manche was an officer of the count's houfhold, that he would enquire in- 
to his guilt, and adminifter juftice accordingly ; and, that the monk was " a man 

of the church, whom he would not touch on any account." — " Iwifh wery 
u one to know, (continued Philip with warmth) that I never made apromife to man or 
" prince but I performed it to the utmoji of my power." To foften this reproach, 
which appeared to be indiredtly addrefled to Lewis, he added, with a fmiie, u Tell 
" the king, / never broke my word, except with the ladies." Philip, it feems, was 
of a facetious difpofition ; in another part of his anfwer he obferved, " If my fon 
" be fufphious*) he does not take after me, who never entertained fufpicions of any 
" man 5 but he takes after his mother, who often fufpefied me of loving other 
* € women." Philip concluded his reply by complaining that the king, on almoft 
all occafions, failed to keep his word* A knight then exclaimed, " My lord? 
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u who is here prefent, only holds the duchy of Burgundy, with the counties of 
" Flanders and Artois, of the king ; but he pofleffes, out of the kingdom, the 
" duchies of Brabant, Luxembourg, Limbourg, and Lotrich ; the counties of 
Burgundy, Hainault, Holland, Zealand, and Namur ; befidesmany other ex- 
" tenfive lordfhips, all of which he holds of God alone, although he be not a 
king.' 5 " I would have it known," interrupted the duke, " that I could have 



it 

u 



been a king, had I chofen it. 9 9 
At the conference that was holden on the fucceeding day, the chancellor of 
France renewed his complaints, and repeated his demands of fatisfaction but the 
duke perfifted in the anfwer he had already delivered, only adding, jJiat he could' 
not difapprove of his fon's conduct, in. apprehending Rubempre, who, by his 
ftrangc behaviour, had laid himfelf open to fufpicion ; that if that ci-devant ad- 
venturer, on whom the title of king's envoy had been conferred, was really in- 
nocent of the crime imputed to him, he had nothing to apprehend and that, at 
all events, he might depend on juftice being done him. 

At length the count of Charolois having* obtained permiflion to fpeak, began 
by juftifying the duke of Brittany, between whom and himfelf, he acknowledged, 
a clofe alliance fubfifted, but it was a connexion of fuch a nature, as could by no 
means affeft the king. He declared, that he did not complain of the lofs of his 
falary, as lieutenant-general in Normandy, of which he had never received more 

than one quarter; for that fmce he had recovered his father's favour, he could 
very eafily difpenfe with the benefa&ions of any other perfon. He obferved, that 
the baflard of Rubempre, whom he had ordered to be imprifoned, was a man of 
infamous character ; that if he were really " the kings legate" as the ambafla- 
dors had aiTerted, he ought to have paid him a vifit on his arrival at Gorkum, 
which was certainly not a proper place for the purpofe of watching a man on his 
return from England to Brittany ; and that it was not probable the duke's envoy 
ihould pafs through that town on his way home. 

At the laft audience the chancellor renewed his demands for the releafe of the 
prifoner, with which the duke peremptorily refufed to comply, telling him that 
he would foon fend ambaifadors to the king, and that he hoped his majefty would 
expeft nothing farther from him. Such was the iffue of an embaffy, into the par- 
ticulars of which it was neceffary to enter,, that the reader might be enabled to 
form fome judgment of an affair, which had a.confiderable influence on th? com- 
motions which foon after appeared. When the ambaffadors took leave of the 
count of Charolois, he faid to the archbifliop of Narbonne, " Recommend me 
" moft humbly to ..the king's favour, and tell him,, that he has made the chancellor 

trim me;, but that before the expiration of a year,, he will repent. his conduft." 1 

Thefe threats j which, were faithfully reported to the king,, ought to have opened 
his eyes j, but they had a very different effeft on him;, he. thought that he had 
nothing to fear from a prince, who had recourfe to vain bravadoes, and whofe re- 
feiument exhaled in words. 

Meanwhile the French malecontents daily acquired irefh ftrength, and additional 
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confidence ; and fo difgufted were the people with the tyrannical government 
of Lewis, that the difaffi ttion appears to have extended from one extremity of 
the kingdom to the other. Stjll Lewis was in the dark as to the authors of 
thefe dangerous commotions ; and, if we except the duke of Burgundy and count 
of Charolois, he was furrounded by enemies the more dangerous, as they were 
all unknown to 'him. The intelligence he received from different quarters en- 
creafed his alarms, but gave him no information. Though the confpiracy was 
formed in his capital, at his court, nay ahnoft in his prefence, yet he did not per- 
ceive it. Contemporary writers relate, that the confederates frequently met in 
the cathedral at Paris ; where a green filk lace, faftened to the girdle, ferved as 
. their mark of diftin&ion. It feems wonderful, that a fecret which had been im- 
parted to fo many perfons, fliould be inviolably preferved for fo long a fpace of 
time. The duke of Bourbon, one of the leaders of the confpiracy, had paffed 
ibme time at court, in order to watch the-king's motions. On his departure, he 
repaired to Lille, in order to fix the wearcring refolution of the duke of Burgun- 
dy, who had hitherto refufed to declare himfelf, notwithftanding the urgent feli- 
citations of his fon. And he probably would have continued to temporize but 
for the arrival of the duke of Bourbon, who was himfelf difpleafed with the 

king, for having refufed to promote him to the dignity of conftable. This noble- 
man, who was nephew to the duke of Burgundy by his mother's fide, had ac- 
quired a great afcendancy over the mind of Philip. He now reprefented to him, 
in fuch ftrong terms, the danger to which all the princes were expofed, from a 
monarch, unjuft and ambitious, who only fought to raife himfelf by humbling 
them ; he urged, with fo much energy, the neceffity of uniting their efforts againll 
*a power that daily became more formidable, that the duke, at length, confented to 
levy troops, and to fend orders to his vaffals to arm. This was all that the count 
of Chan lois required, from the convi&ion., that fuch a proceeding conftituted an 
engagement, which precluded the poffibility of retra&ion. He now found him- 
felf at the head of all the forces in his father's dominions, and this important 
command rendered him, in a certain degree, independant on paternal authority. 
The firft exertion of his power was dire&ed againft the lords of Croi, whom he 
declared his perfonal enemies, as well as enemies to the ft ate ; commanding them, 
under pain of death, to quit the court, and the fervice of his father, whofe fa- 
vour and confidence they had abufed. The order was fo peremptory, that they 
thought it prudent to fubmit, and accordingly left the country, without even dar- 
ing to take leave of the duke. Philip, notwithftanding the debility occafioned 
by the, natural infirmities of age, which had almoft deftroyed the vigour of his 
mind, was no fooner apprized of his fon's imperious conduct, than he flew into 

a moft violent paffion. In the firft tranfport of his rage he feized a fpear, and 
rulhing out of his apartment, ran from room to room, exclaiming aloud, that 
lie would foon fee whether his fon would have the audacity to kill his officers in 
his prefence. His fervants had the prudence to conceal the keys of the palace 
gates ; and while he was infilling on having them broken open, his filter, the du- 
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chefs of Bourbon, came up with the ladies of her retinue, and with fome diffi- 
culty prevailed on him to return to his chamber. During three weeks he would 
not fuffer any one to mention his fon's name to him ; but having attended a pub- 
lic fermon on the forgivenefs of injuries, he was moved by the arguments em- 
ployed by the chriftian orator, and, at length, confented to a reconciliation with 
the count. 

A. D. 1465.] The king, convinced of his imprudence, in having allowed time 
to the duke of Brittany to make preparations for refitting his attack, now refolved 
to difpofiefs him of his dominions ; but before he would proceed to extremities, 
he deemed it neceflary to offer fome kind of excufe for his conduft. With this 

view he convened an aflembly of the nobles at Tours, which was attended by the 
king of Sicily ; the dukes of Orleans, Bourbon, and Nemours ; the counts of 
Angouleme, Eu, Maine, Nevers, St. Paul, Penthievre, and Tancarville, with 
many others of the principal nobility. The chancellor Morviliiers, and Dauvet 
the attorney-general, explained the charges exhibited againft the duke of Brit- 
tany, and the arguments which had been offered in his defence. This artful man- 
ner of fubmitting the queftion to the decifion of the aflembly, feemed the moft 
likely means of fecuring all their fuffrages. They,, accordingly, expreffed their 
unanimous approbation of the king's refentment, and all joined in condemning 

the duke, though many of them had already entered into engagements with him* 

The next day the king himfelf addrefled the affembly ; his fpeech contained an 

apology for his own government lince his acceflion to the throne, and an attack 

oh the adminiftration of the preceding reign. The king of Sicily aflfured him, in 
the name of the aflembly, that they were all entirely devoted to his. fervice 5 
though, at the fame time they offered their mediation to engage the duke of Brit- 
tany to return to his duty. 

But though Lewis appeared to pay fo much deference to the opinions of his no- 
bles, he very foon took an opportunity of convincing them, that by fo doing he 
had impofed on himfelf a conftraint which his haughty difpofition could but ill 
brook. Before the diffolution of the aflembly, Charles, duke of Orleans, de- 
ceived by the appearance of mildnefs which Lewis had aflumed, determined to 
intercede for the duke of Brittany ; he accordingly fpoke in favour of that prince, 
and endeavoured to extenuate the faults of which he was accufed. The age, fer- 
vices, unfhaken fidelity, and irreproachable condu& of the duke of Orleans, had 
given him the privilege of delivering his fentiments with manly freedom. Con- 
icious of this, he ventured to remonftrate againft fome of the numerous abufes 
which prevailed in the government. Lewis, who had pronounced a panegyric 
upon himfelf, could not bear with patience any refleftions which tended to convey 
an indireft cenfure on his own conduft; his esr, unaccuftomed to the voice of 
truth, was fnocked at its awful found* He loaded the venerable prince with the 
moft infu! ting reproaches, publickly accufing him of harbouring criminal defigns, 
^nd of taking the part of infurgents;. in oppofition to his fovereign. The duke 
fmmediately withdrew j and as his mind- was too fenfible o£ diftionour, he funk: 
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beneath the preffure of unmerited infuh, and on the fourth of January, expired, 
in the feventy-fourth year of his age, regretted by the whole nation. Befides 
two daughters, one of whom was abbefs of Fontevraud, and the other wife to 
John de Foix, vifcount of Narbonne, the duke left, by his third wife, Mary of 



Jane, the infant daughter 



affianced, in the preceding 



of Brittany* apprized of the kinoes intentions to invade his 



nions without delay, again endeavoured 



negociation 



The confederates had at length completed their long proje&ed fcheme, and only 
waited for the fignal to declare themfelves. At fuch a conjuncture every mo- 
ment^ was precious: the duke therefore difpatched Tanneguy Du Chaftel and 
the vice-chancellor of Brittany, to Lewis; and in order to gain time, thefe am- 
baffadors acceded to whatever the king required of them. The duke engaged 
to comply with mod of his demands, and very foon to pay a vifit to the kin^ 
at Poitiers.. Lewis again fuffered himfelf to be deceived, and truftinghe had at 
length brought the duke to accede to his own terms, he loaded His ambaffadors 
with carefies ; and fet out on a pilgrimage to, Notre-Dame du Pont, in the 
Limoufin. 

As foon as the king was gone, his brother Charles, duke of Berry, ac- 
companied by the lord of L'Efcun, joined the Breton ambaffadors, who had 
waited for him at fome diftance from Poitiers, and fled to Brittany ; breaking 

down all the bridges he paffed on the road, from the apprehenfion of being 

: purfued. The retreat of Charles was the fignal of revolt; and the flames 
of civil difcord accordingly burft out in every part of the kingdom, almofi 
<at the fame inftant. 

A manifefto was immediately publiflied in the name of the duke of Berry, 
who, it muft be obferved, was only in his feventeenth year, explaining the 
motives of his flight. " He had left Poitiers," he faid, " becaufe he had been 
u apprized of the calamities which prevailed in the kingdom, through the mif- 
ic conduft of the king's minifters, who made juftice fubfervient to their caprice, 
" and compelled the judges of the parliament, and other tribunals, to pronounce 
* c fuch fentences as they chofe to di&ate." After ftating fome other grievances, 
which, he faid, difhonoured the kingdom, and expofed it to the contempt of 
foreign powers ; he concluded by obferving, that his fole objeft was to procure 
Jir — i/r c ™ 21 r u — " J *~ — ^ from ODoreflion. All 



of the blood diftributed manifeftoes 



as the avowed objett of the confederacy was to enforce a falutary reform in the 
government, with a view to eflablifh the happinefs and welfare of the nation, 
on a'folid and permanent bafis, they gave it the high-founding title of the 



'LEAGUE FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD. 



Lewis refolved to dirett his fir ft attacks againft the duke of Brittany; and* 
with that view, he wrote to the duke of Bourbon to raife a body of troops in his 

domains, and join with him without delay. But he was greatly furprized <o re* 
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ceiv r e an anfwer from the duke, in which he not only refnfed, in the moft pe- 
remptory terms, to comply with his orders; but proceeded to load him with the 
moft bitter reproaches, dire&ing his cenfure againfl every act of his government; 

accufing him of having fubftituted his own arbitrary will for the laws of the 

realm ; of keeping the princes of the blood, and the moft diftinguiflied of the 
nobility, at a diftance from his perfon; of proftituting his confidence to men 
who were unworthy to enjoy it ; and of treating with contempt all-remonftrance 
and advice. He then told him, that with a view to correct thefe flagrant abufes, 

^ ^^^^ 

and to relieve an opprefled people, the princes and nobles had entered into «a con- 
federacy, in order to enforce a change of meafures, which would equally tend 
to his own good, and to the good of his crown. The duke, at the fame time, took 
poffeffion of the treafury, feized all the money he found there, and put the 
receiver-general of the finances under arreft. 

Although the duke of Bourbon, in bis anfwer to the king, had not mentioned 
the names of the confederate princes, they foon made themfelves known. John, 
duke of Calabria, Lorraine, and Bar, being difcontented with Lewis for having re- 

fufed to affift him in the conqueft of Naples, was one of the firft to take up 

arms, notwithftanding the exhortations of his father, the king of Sicily. The 
duke of Nemours, the lord of Albret, the count of Dunois, and even the duke 
of Alen9on, and the count of Armagnac, who were indebted to Lewis for 
the reftitution of their honours and eftates, were among the chiefs of the league, 

which was foon ftrengthened by the prefence of the count of Dammartin, who 
effe&ed his efcape from the Baftille. 

While the princes were engaged in collecting their troops, the moft formidable 
of all the confederates, the count of Chatolois, had already affembled all the forces 
of the Low Countries, and juft fent orders to the marefchal of Burgundy 
t© fummon the nobility of that province, as well as ©f Franche-Comte, to 
march at a moment's warning. Hitherto the duke of Burgundy had been 
a ftranger to the true object of the league; he had given his confent to 
levy troops, for the purpofe of fecuring the tranquillity of his own dominions 
againfl the reftlefs ambition of the king, and had expe&ed that the confederates 
would ad merely on the defenfive *• But as foon as the count of Charoloishad 
made every neceffary preparation, he informed his father of his intention to in- 
vade France; telling him, that all the chiefs of the confederacy, united by the 
ilrong ties of inter eft, were eager to revenge their common injuries ; that their 
place of rendezvous was under the walls of Paris ; and,' that all their plans were 
Jo well concerted, it would be impoflible for the king to refift their efforts. The 
duke, at this period, received the duke of Berry's manifefto, accompanied by a 
private letter fronx F that prince, which immediately removed his fcruples, and fu- 
perinduced his confent to the adoption of decifrve meafures. When the count 
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took leave of his father, before he joined the army, the old duke faid to him, 
" Do your duty, my /on; behave valiantly, and prefer death to flight" 

All the malecontents in the kingdom haftened to join the confederates. The 
veteran troops, the moft courageous officers and the mo ft experienced commanders 
quited the king's fervice, and enlifted under the banners of his opponents. Never 
had the kingdom been threatened with a revolution more ludden and complete. 
From the extremity of Holland and Zealand, from the frontiers of Germany, 
and the banks of the Maefe, to the foot of the Pyrenees, the whole ftrengrh of 
the monarchy was united to cruftn the king. Nothing could have faved Lewis 
from deftru&ion, had the conduct of his enemies been equal to their refent- 

ment. 

■ 

Amidft this alarming concurrence of circumftances, the genius of Lewis, ac- 
tive, penetrating, and peculiarly calculated to extricate him from difficulties* 
eminently appeared. He had concluded various treaties with the German and 
Italian princes; but the only one of his allies on whom he could depend was 
Francifco Sforza, duke of Milan, one of the moft fkiiful politicians, and greateft 
generals of the age, who had ufurped that duchy from the houfe of Orleans. 
To this prince, Lewis had ceded the lbrdfhip of Genoa,, and the town of Sa- 
vona, to be holden, as fiefs, of the crown of France; on which condiriou- 
Sforza had accepted them, and his ambafladors had done homage for them to 
the king in his name. 

Lewis immediately iffued orders to the governors of the different towns and 
fortreffes in his dominions, to defend them to the utmoft againft the attacks of 
the confederates. Charles de Melun, governor of Paris, armed the citizens of 
the capital, who, for once, fignalized their loyalty and zeal. The city was put 
in the beft poffible ftate of defence; the chains were fixed at the ends of the 
ftreets ; all the gates but two were blocked up; and provifions provided for feve- 
ral months. Some days afterthefe precautions had been taken, the marefchal 
de Gamaches reinforced the garrifon with a ftrong body of regular troops* 
The king was fo well pleafed with the conduct of the inhabitants of Paris, that 
he lent four of his principal officers to return them thanks for the zeal they had 
difplayedj and, at the fame time, to inform them, " that the Queen intended to 
"lie in at Paris, as foe pre/erred that city to all the cities in the world." The counts of 
Nevers and Eu had orders to defend the towns on the Somme, and to oppofe 
the count of Charolois, who was expefted to make his firft attack in that 
^quarter ; while the count of Maine led a confiderable detachment into Normandy, 
to deter the Bretons from infulting the frontiers of that province. The king, at 
the fame time, publifhed a declaration, promifing a free pardon to all who, be- 
fore the expiration of fix weeks, fhould quit the rebel army, and return to th.eir 
duty. 

Lewis, after thefe preparatory meafures, the only ones which, under fuch cir-- 
eumftances, he could adopt, placed himfelf at the head of his army, which 

confifted of fourteen thoufand well- disciplined and experienced troops. As he- % 
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intended firft to attack the duke of Bourbon, the leaft powerful of the con- 
federates, he marched, with great rapidity, through Poitou and Berry, and, after 
making an unfuccefsful attempt upon Bourges, entered the Bourbonnois, to 
the great aftonilhment of the duke, who was totally difconcerted by fuch an 
unexpe&ed attack. 

When the duke of Bourbon firft raifed the ftandard of revolt, he had wholly 
forgotten to provide for his own fafety. He had but few troops ; his towns, ill 
garrifoned, and badly fortified, were expofed to the attacks of a formidable army, 
for the king's forces were, by this time, encreafed to twenty-five-thoufand m?n» 
In fuch emergency, his only alternative was flight or fubmiffion. The duchefs 
of Bourbon, who was filler to the king, went to meet her brother, and- ex- 
erted her influence with fo much zeal and addrefs, that ftie prevailed on him to 
liften to terms of accommodation. The arrival of the duke of Nemours, with a 
"body of troops, and of another detachment, fent by the marefchal of Bur- 
gundy, which was fpeedily to be followed by a more confiderable force, render- 
ed the duke difficult as to the conditions of the treaty, and proved the means 
of prolonging the negociation. He confented, however, to difarm; but he broke 
this convention as foon as he found that the count of Armagnac was haftening 
to his affiftance, at the head of fix thoufand horfe. The truce was, accord- 
ingly at an end; and the king, vexed at having loft fo much time, prelfed the 
.confederates with vigour and eifeft. The duke, though fupported by the count 
of Armagnac, the duke of Nemours, and the lord of Albert, was compelled to 
jly before the royal .army, -and foon found himfelf reduced to the neceffity of 
quitting the Bourbonnois, and (hutting himfelf up, with his allies, in the town 
of Rom. Lewis immediately formed the fiege of that place; with the refolution, 
at all events, to bring the war to a fpeedy conclufion ; the princes were obliged 
to fubmit, and to conclude a truce, during which it was agreed to adopt the 
neceflary meafures for efteding a general pacification : they engaged to declare 
againft the other chiefs of the confederacy, fliould they ftill perfift in their revolt, 
and alfo to make the duke of Bourbon, who during the negociation had fled to 
Moulins, fign thefe conditions. The king could not place much reliance on ,the 
execution of a treaty which was only conditional, and which, in fad, was foon 
violated ; but the accounts he received of the motions of the count of Charolois 
and the duke of Brittany, did not permit him to prolong his flay in that quarter. 
He left a few troops to keep the duke of Bourbon in awe on the fide of Auvergne 
and Berry, while Galeazzo, fon to Francifco Sforza, his friend * and ally, laid 

wafte Le :Foreft and Le Beaujolois, 

The count of Charolois, with an army of twenty-fix thoufand men, advanced 
towards the river Somme, while the duke of Brittany dire&ed his march to the 
ibanks of the Loire. The confederated princes had fixed their rendezvous in the ifle 
of Trance, which was deftined to be the fee ne of a&ion. The king's objeft 
was to prevent a junction, on which the fate of the kingdom evidently depended. 

At a conjunfture thus delicate, when the fmalteft delay might be produdive of 
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the mod important efFe&s, the count of Vendome rendered the moft effential- 
fervice to Lewis, by refilling a paflage through his territories to the Breton troops. 
This impediment,, by occafioning a lofs of time, proved- highly prejudicial to the 
interefts of the confederates. 

The Burgundian army pafled the Somme at Bray ; and the count of Nevers, 
and the marefchal de Gamaches, who had thrown themfelves into Amiens with 
two thoufand'men, in the expe&ation that the count- of Charolois would form 
the fiege of that city, fallied forth for the purpofe of harrafling the enemy on 
their march ; but finding ail their efforts fruftrated by the vigilance of the count, 
the marefchal made the bed of his way to the capital. 

The count of Charolois met with but few obftacles to impede his progrefs. The 
towns of Picardy did not openly declare in his favour, but they admitted his 
troops, and fupplied them with provifions.- Nefle, Roye, Montidifcr, Beaulieu, 
and Pont-Saint-Maixence, were either taken by furprize, or elfe furrendered on 
the firft fummons. In all thofe places, the count, fly ling himfelf lieutenant- 
general of the kingdom, under the command of the duke of Berry, publifhed a 
general abolition of imports, accompanied by a declaration, that the fole objedi of 
the confederated princes was to promote the public good, by effe&ing a reform in 
the government. The count continued his march to the ifle of France, where: 
he halted, and eftablifhed his head-quarters- at Saint Denis.- He there expe&ed to 
find the body of troops which he had ordered the marefchal of Burgundy to levy 
in that province, and likewife to be met by the duke of Brittany, according to 
appointment, and his aftonifhment could only be equalled by his difappointment, 
when he had heard that the duke was ftill at Nantes, and that the forces from 
Burgundy, finding every pafTage occupied by. the royaiifts, could not poffibty 
join him. Enraged at this unexpected check, he would have returned to Flan- 
ders, had he not been reftrained by : fhame.- Romilte, the vice-chancellor of Brit- 
tany, who was with him, endeavoured to moderate his anger, by alluring him, 
that his mafter would fpeedily join him with a powerful army. That miriifter 
had feyeral blank letters, figned .by the duke, which he filled up with falfe intelli- 
gence;- by which artifice he amufed the count, and induced him to give up all 
thoughts of a- retreat,, which mull have entirely difconcerted the plans of the * 
confederates* . 

It was propofed, in a council of war, to endeavour, by a general affault, to 
get pofTeffion of the capital ; but the town was top well fortified to hazard luch 
an attempt. The count of Charolois drew up his troops in order of battle, with- 
in fight of the ramparts, in the hope of intimidating the inhabitants by a difplay 
of his power, and of reviving the ancient faftions -of the Burgundians, of which 
the. remains were ftill perceptible j but this manoeuvre failed of fuccefs. The 
marefchal cle Rohaut made a fally, but was driven back with fome lofs. A few 
days after, the count fent four heralds at arms to the gate of Saint Denis, to de- 
mand provifions, and a paffage for his troops while he attacked the fuburb of*' 
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Saint-Lazarus, and had nearly forced the barrier, when the arrival of the troops 
compelled him to retreat. 

The king had fent word to the Parifians, by Coufinot, bailiff of Rouen, that 

he would loon come to their relief with his whole army ; and, indeed, he con- 
fidered the prefervation of the capital as the moft important object .of the wan 
The count of Charolois had ordered fome of his emiflaries to introduce them- 
felves into the town, and found the difpofition of the inhabitants. 'One of thefe 
agents, a canon of Arras, was difcovered by the marefchal, who allowed him 
to return to the Burgundian camp, on condition that he would tell the count that 
letters had juft been received from the king, containing pofitive information, that 
he would be at Paris in four days, and then itjiuould be feen who was Jlrongcft. 

The count pretended to difbelieve the intelligence, obferving, that the marefchal 

had deceived him too often already. 

The Burgundians called another council of war, to deliberate on the meafures 
to be purfued at the prefent conjun&ure. Many officers were of opinion, that it 
would be moft prudent to return, fince their allies had not fulfilled their engage- 
ment} and they obferved, that if they deferred their retreat, they would find all 
the paffages clofed, from their negleft to fecure the frontier-towns of Artois and 
Picardy * ; but the count of Charolois reje&ed thefe timid propofals, and imme- 
diately gave orders to his troops to hold themfelves in readinefs to march, to meet 
the duke of Brittany. With this view he forced a paffage over the bridge of 
Saint Cloud, and crofted the Seine, in full expectation of being fpeedily met by 
the Breton troops. 

The king, meanwhile, had left the Bourbonnois, and was advancing, by rapid 
marches, with the refolution to prevent a jun&ion that muft give a decided fu- 
per-iority to his enemies. He called a council, in order to determine whether it 
would be moft prudent to attack the duke of Brittany, who was the weakeft of 
his adverfaries, and whofe defeat might intimidate the allies, or to march imme- 
di xt ly againft: the Burgundians. 1 he king adopted the latter opinion, the moft 
dangerous to follow, but yet the moft decifive ; fince, by obtaining a viftory over 
the count of Charolois, the diffolution of the league, of which he was the princi- 
pal fupport, might, it was conceived, be eafily effeded. The monarch's advice 
was unanunoufly embraced, except by Breze, fenefchal of Normandy, who main- 
tained a contrary opinion : he obferved, that the count of Charolois was at the 
head of an army who idolized him ; and every man of which would deem it his 
duty to facrifice his life in his defence: that the cafe was very different with the 
duke of Eriitany, whofe troops were lefs devoted to their leader, and many of 
whom, having ferved under Charles the Seventh, would feel a repugnance at 
fighting againft his fon, and might reafonably be expe&ed to defert to the roy- 
alifts ; and that, by conquering the Bretons, the duke of Berry, whofe name af- 
forded a fpecious pretext to the meafures of the confederates, woidd fall into the 
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king's power. Thefe reafons, however, proved infufficient to fhake the king's re- 
folution. Breze was even accufed of timidity ; but to fuch accufations the gal- 
lant veteran replied, " That if a battle enfued, 0 he would convince his acculers 
<c his foul was a ftranger to fear, and that his advice to the king had been in- 
fluenced by .the pureft fentiments of loyalty. 

The royal army arrived at Chat res, now Arpajon, at the fame time that the 
Burgundians reached Longjumeau. The count of Saint Paul, who commanded 
the van of the latter, advanced as far as Montlhery, where he firft received intel- 
ligence that the king was within half a day's march of him : he immediately com- 
municated this information to the count of Charolois, who chofe the plain of 
Longjumeau for thefceneof a£tion, and ordered the count of Saint Paul to quit 
the poll of Montlhery, and join the main body. 

On the fixteenth of July (1465) the two armies came in fight of each other, 
prepared to decide the fate of the monarchy, and the fortune of Lewis. Th© 
* royal army was compofed of warlike troops, well-appointed, and well-difciplined; 
the Burgundians, though fuperior in numbers by one-third, were more formida- 
ble in appearance than effed : the nobility, long accuftomed to repofe, were 
wholly inexperienced in the art of war ; few of the troops had feen any fervice ; 
and mod of the men at arms were ill-equipped, and undifciplined. 

Lewis, reflecting on the fatal confequences of a defeat, was (till at a lofs how 
to aft. On the evening of the fifteenth, he had called a council of war, in 
which it was decided, that the troops fhould continue their march to Paris, and 
avoid an^aCtion, unlefs the enemy fhould attack them on the road. The fenefchal 
of Normandy had ftrenuoufly oppofed this plan ; which made Lewis afk, " Whe- 
<c ther he had not fubferibed the league of his enemies ?" " They have, indeed, 
" my fignature," replied Breze, " but my perfon is your's." As he left the 
council he was heard to fay, that he would bring the king and the count of Cha- 
rolois fo near to each other, that it fhould require the exertion of wonderful fkill 
to prevent them from meeting ; and he was the better enabled to perform this 
promife, as the command of the van of the army was entrufted to him. 

Some awkward manoeuvres in the Burgundian army made the count of Charo- 
lois lofe the opportunity of attacking the French as they paffed through the wood 
of Torfou into the plain. The royalifts, therefore, had ample time to range 
themfelves in order of battle behind a thick hedge, that was fkirted by a wide 
ditch. The king drew up his troops in three divifions, forming a centre, com- 
manded by himfelf, and two wings, which he entrufted to the conduit of Breze, 

and the count of Maine. 

The whole morning of the fixteenth was paffed by the two armies in obferving 
^ach other's motions. The royalifts, who had but little artillery, were extremely 
galled by the enemies fire. The count of Charolois, having flattered himfelf that 
the king would begin the attack, had ordered his archers, who were placed in the 
van, to fix ftakes, pointed with iron, in the ground before them, to check the 
enemy's cavalry j but finding the royalifts determined to remain where they were* 
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he changed his plan, and about one o'clock gave* the fignal of attack. But the 
troops, inftead of advancing flowly towards the enemy, as they were ordered to 
do, ruflied impetuoufly forward through the fields of Handing corn which lay be- 
tween the two armies ; fo that when they reached the fpot where the French were 
Rationed they were quite out of breath. The count of Saint Paul, however, and 
the lord of Raveftein, who commanded the left wing of the Burgundians, at- 
tacked the French with great fury. Breze was killed at the firft onfet ; but, un- 

difmayed by. the lofs of their leader, the troops fuftained, with great refoiution, 

the impetuous efforts of the enemy, until the king came to fupply the place of 
the fenefchal : infpirited by the pi'efence of their Sovereign, they preffed the Bur- 
gundians in their turn, and after an obftinate conteft, in which Saint Paul and 

Raveftein fignalized their courage, compelled them to retreat to their camp. 
While the king defeated the left wing of the Burgundians, the count of Charolcis 
attacked the centre divifion of the royalifis, which he foon routed, and purfued 
the fugitives half a league beyond the village of Montlhery. He thought him- 
felf fure of the victory, when he was told, that the French, after defeating his 
left wing, were advancing to attack him, and that if he did not fpeedily retreat, 
he would be inevitably furrounded, 

The king, meanwhile, having returned to the field of battle, where he had to 
fuftain a frelh attack from a body of troops, commanded by the baftard of Bur- 
gundy, which had not yet engaged. In this conflid, moft of the archers of his 
guards were flain, and his own horfe was killed under him, by the baftard him- 

felf. This accident occafioned a general alarm, and it was believed that the king 

was dead ; but his guards refcued him from the enemy, and carried him in their 
arms to Montlhery, where fuch of his troops as had not been totally difperfed, 
rallied. Lewis was in the caftle of Montlhery with his guards, when the count of 
Charolois, on his return from the purfuit, paffed by the gates j and that prince 
muft inevitably have been taken, fince he had very few attendants with him, had a 
proper force been fent to attack him ; but only fifteen or fixteen archers were em- 
ployed on a fervice of this importance, and the count defended himfelf againft 
them with incredible valour : notwithftanding his exertions, however, his atten- 
dants were almoft flain j and Saint Belin, bailiff of Chaumont, laying hold of 
him, exclaimed, <c Yield, my lord, I know you well ; do not lay us under the 
neceffity of putting you to death." At that inftant, a man at arms, extremely 
well mounted, arrived to his ailiftance, and rufhing on the French archers, flew 
moft of them, and put the reft to flight. The count immediately haftened to the 
field of battle, and knighted his deliverer. He had fearcely time to cclle£t a few 
of his men, before the king returned to the charge, and he again found himfelf 
m danger of being furrounded. Perceiving the count of Saint Paul at a diftance,. 
with a part of the left wing, which he had rallied, he fent to him to quicken his 
pace, but the count continued to move flowly forward ; and this manoeuvre? as 
Duclos judicioufly obferves, faved the Burgundians from deftruftion* The corps 
which Saint Paul commanded did not, when the prince firft perceived hiai> exceed 



4 



i 



£465] LEWIS THE ELEVENTH, 451- 

fifty men ; but by the flownefs of his pace he had given time to others to come 
up with him, fo that when he joined the count of Charolois, he was accompanied 
by no lefs than eight hundred men at arms. This unexpected fuccour enabled 



o,ver 



the moft courageous efforts to re- 
cover the fiiperiority he had loft. Three "times did he rally his troops ; but being 

deferted by the count of Maine, and the admiral de Montauban, who fled-with 

their refpe&ive detachments, the conteft became very unequal, and had not the 

day been fo far advanced, he muft probably have fuftained a total defeat. 

The combatants were at length compelled to feparate, by the approach of 
night. The king retired to Montlhery, while the count of Charolois remained 



in his camp. 



proofs of 
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valour, though their exertions were but ill feconded by their troops. It would 
de difficult to fay which obtained the vi&ory; certain it is, that they both thought 
themfelves defeated at the time ; though, the next day, each of them claimed the 
honour of the triumph*. In the courfe of the battle, in which neither {kill 
nor order had been difplayed, both the French and Burgundians committed a 
multiplicity of errors, alternately exhibiting exertions of heroic valour, and 
els of the bafeft cowardice. Lewis, though brave himfelf, viewed with indiffe- 
rence the courage of others. " He frequently deprvied one man/ 5 — fays Corn- 
mines — " of his place and eftates, for having runaway, to confer them on another, 
" who had run ten leagues farther." The fame author relates, that a flatefman 
in the royal army fled as far as Luzignan without flopping; while a man of 
jdiftinftion on the Burgundian fide quitted the field, and galloped with equal 
fpeeel to Quefnoy. The lofs on both fides, at the battle of Montlhery, did not 
exceed three thoufand fix hundred men. A party of the Burgundian fugitives 
were intercepted by the Parifians, and all of them maflacred or taken prifoners. 
The booty acquired by the afTailants on this occafion is faid to have been efli- 
mated at two hundred thoufand crowns of goldf. 

The king, overpowered by fatigue, with a mind labouring under the moft 
dreadful anxiety, could not contemplate, without horror, the danger of his Ama- 
dou. He had but a very fmall number of troops with him, and he was wholly 
ignorant of the ftate of his enemies, who, he had . every reafon to believe had 
obtained a complete victory. Montlhery was not a poll of fufficient ftrength to 
refill the attacks of a vi&orious army, he therefore refoived on an immediate 
retreat ; and the darknefs of the night favouring the attempt, he had the good 
fortune to arrive fafe at Corbeil early the next morning. 

While Lewis was thus anxious to fly from the Burgundians, 
was called by the count of Charolois, at which it was propofed by the count of 
^ # t Paul to burn all the baggage, and retire with precipitation into Burgundy, 

p 

*f Villsret, torn. xvii. p. 94. i Iden>, 

3 Ls 



a council of war 



4$2 HISTORY OF. FRANCE. 

This propofal was unanimoufly adopted by all the officers prefent, except the lord 
of Contay, who maintained, that it would be impoffible to execute fuch a plan, 
fince it would expofe the prince to the danger of being dcferted by all his fol- 
lowers; that moft of them, being natives of the Low Countries, would retire 
to that quarter, on the very firft: orders they received for decamping ; that it 
would be infinitely more eligible to run the rifk of a fecond battle, than to incur 
the danger of a general defection; and, in ihort, that the only alternative now 
left them, was conqueit or death. The count of Charolois immediately em- 
braced an opinion fo confonant with his courage, and general orders were ac- 
cordingly iffued to prepare for aftion at break of day ; but at the time appointed 
for a renewal of the conflict, the flight of Lewis was firft: difcovered by the 
Burgundians, who afferted their claim to victory, by palling the whole day under 
arms. The king, on his fide, advanced the fame pretenfions, though on what 
they could be founded it is impoffible to conceive. As he had left the enemy maf- 
ters of the field, he thought to obviate that plaufive objection to his claims, by 
the ridiculous obfervation, that u it was not to be wondered at that the count of 
" Charolois fhould remain in the fields, fince he had neither town nor fortrefs 
" to afford him fhelter." Itmuft-be confefled, however, that neither party had 
much caufe for exultation ; though both of them fecured by the conflict the 
fame advantage they had hoped to derive from viftory : the king had opened 
himfelf a paffage to the metropolis; and the count of Charolois had removed 
all obftacles to his junction with the duke of Brittany, who had juil arrived 
at Etampes* 

Lewis entered Paris on the eighteenth of July, two days after the battle ; when 
he fupped with Charles of Melun, and feveral of the nobility, and fome of the 
citizen's wives were admitted to his table; Though on his arrival he was only ac- 
companied by one hundred horfe, he was foon joined by fo many of his troops, 
that, being unable to find quarters for them all in the city, he was under the 
neceffity of forming a camp on the banks of the Seine. He expreffed his de- 
termination to colled his fcattered forces, and once more to try the fortune of 
war; but he was foon induced to give up a defign, which prudence forbade him 
to accomplifh. * His prefent objeft was to provide for the fafety of the capital- 
Some partizans of the league having been arretted, were immediately put to death; 
and the monarch attended their execution, and urged the executioner to perform. 

his duty with fphit and effect.* 

Influenced by the fame motives, he courted the affeftion of the Parifians with* 
incredible zeal, negle&ing no meafure which his fagacity could fuggeft for the 
acquifition of popularity. He vifited all the principal citizens, entered into familiar, 
converfation with them, and admitted them to his table: he alfo abolifhed moft 
of the imports, and confirmed the privileges of the city. At the fuggeftion of 
William Chartier, bifhop of Paris, fix citizens, fix members of the univerfity?.. 

> 
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and fix judges of the parliament, were appointed to manage the moft important * 

and moft urgent bufmefs of the ftate. When the king had regulated all thefe 
matters, he went into Normandy, with a view to arm the nobility, and to bring 
back with him moft of the troops which he had left for the defence of that pro- 
vince, which, from the abfence of the duke of Brittany he no longer conceived 
to be in danger. 

Meanwhile the count of Charolois having; collected his forces, which had been 
difperfed at the battle of Montlhery, and effefted ajunftion with the Bretons, 
advanced towards Paris, accompanied by the dukes of Berry and Brittany. The 
duke of Burgundy had fent a confiderable body of calvary, under the command 
of Saveufes, to join him at the gates of the capital: he was farther reinforced 'by 
the duke of Bourbon; the count of Armagnac ; the duke of Nemours ; and 
the lord of Albret. The duke of Calabria, too,haftened to join the confederates 
with a fmall body of well-difciplined troops, who had ferved under him in the- 
Italian wars, and five hundred Swifs infantry, the firlt ever feen in France. The 
ifle of France was fcarccly capable of containing this immenfe army, the calvary 
whereof amounted to one hundred thoufand men. 9 As the princes, in hope 
that the inhabitants would admit them into the capital, wifhed to fpare their pro- 
perty ; they made their troops obferve the ftri&eft difcipline ; except the forces 

of the count of Armagnac, who,, receiving no pay, were compelled to liw 
at difcretion; and thefe were flationed in the province of Brie, which they laid 
wafte. 

The Parifians having taken the bridges at Saint Cloud and Charenton, at the 
time of the battle of Montlhery, the count of Charolois caufed a bridge of boats 
fo be conftru&ed, over which his troops paifed the Seine: he then retook Cha- 
renton and Saint Cloud, and formed a femicircular camp, commanding all the 
northern' part of the city, while the king's troops were flationed on the oppofite- 
fide. The lofs of Charenton might have occafioned a fear city of provifions in 
the capital, but fuch care had been taken to provide an ample ftock, that no ap- 
prehenfions of that kind were entertained. 

Though all the efforts which the count of Charolois had hitherto 4 made to 
obtain admiflion into Paris, had proved fruitlefs, yet he did not defpair of finally 
accomplifliing his proje£t. He thought that the name of the duke of Berry, on 
whom the confederates had conferred the title of regent of the kingdom, joined 
to fpecious promifes the hope of a falutary reform. ; and, that the prefence of a 
formidable army, commanded by the moft diftinguifhed captains in France, would 
intimidate or feduce the inhabitants of the capital, and engage them to declare ia 
favour of a league, which had for its objeft the public good. It was refolved 
to demand a conference with the Parifians, in order to • explain to them the mo- - 
tives which had determined the princes to take up arms; for this purpofe, letters 
figned by the duke of Berry, were fent to the parliament, the municipal body,, 
and the univerfity,, inviting them to appoint deputies for conducing a ncgo- 

dation* 
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Deputies were accordingly chofen, who proceeded to the Burgundian camp, 
under the conduct of the bifhop of Paris, where they were received by the duke 
of Berry, as the representative of the fovereign, attended by the count of Charo- 
lois, the dukes of Brittany and Calabria, , and others of the princes and nobility. 
The count of Duiiois addreffed the deputies in the name of the confederated 
princes, " Who," he obferved, " had long confidered, with attention, the man- 
" ners of Lewis, who not only opprefled the people by fuperfluous taxes, and 
tc the exa&ion of unufual fervices, but treated them with the fame contempt 
<c which he bellowed on all the nobles of the realm, and deprived them of all au- 
thority. They reproached him with making his own will the fole rule of his 
adtions; he was the law^ the judge^and the parliament" The count remarked 

That he only fought to fecure his power by the force of arms, and the exertion 
of his troops ; that his perfon was furrounded, and his favour monopolized, 
by perfens of the loweft extra&ion, who were meanly obfequious to his wifhes, 

and paffively obedient to his commands, on which account he raifed them to an 

c - equality with the princes of his blood: that the kingdom was filled with fpies 
"and informers, fo that no, man's life nor property was fecure : that fufpicions the 
u mo ft frivolous were admitted as fufficient for punching the citizens with exile or 
cc death: that the wild beafts enjoyed greater freedom and fafety in France than 
cc men: -that the wealth of the kingdom was thrown away on perfons deftitute of 
cc honour and probity : that they alone obtained penfions j and that the period 
was arrived, when almoft all the property in the kingdom was at the difpofal of one 
man : that ihefe numerous abufes had induced the princes to take up arms, and 
to repair to Paris, to take the general opinion of the French, and to call an 
Ci affembiy of the ftates, in order to correft the vices which prevailed in the go- 
<c vernment: that Lewis was indeed their king, but that it became their dignity 
" to exhort and admonifli him to follow the Heps of his predeceiTors, to conform 
cc to the laws, and to have companion on the people.*" 

The deputies, on their return, repaired to the town-houfe, and reported the 
refult of their conference to the inhabitants; adding, that the princes threatened 
to lay watte the environs of the capital, if they (till perfifted in refufing them 
admiffion. After fome deliberation, it was agreed, that the deputies fliould re- 
turn to the princes, and affure them, that if they would bind themfelves by an 
oath, to commit no kind of violence, and to pay for every thing they wanted, 
they were willing, with the .king's confent, to admit them into the town. 

At this jun&ure, the admiral de Montauban arrived at Paris, with a ftrong re- 
inforcement of troops ; .and advice was received, at the fame time, that the king 
might be foon expefted.. In fad, he arrived a few days after, accompanied by 
the count of Maine, and all the troops he could colleft in Normandy. Lewis be- 
ing informed of the negociations which had been carried on in his abfence, was 

* VxIIaret.* • 
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extremely enraged at the inhabitants for having prefumed to deliberate without hb 

orders, on the propofals of the princes^ He did not, however, think it prudent 
to give a full fcope to his refentment, but contented himfelf with paffing a fentence 
of bani&hment on the principal condu&ors of the negociaticn. He took the go- 
vernment of Paris from Charles of Melun, and beftowed that port, which at this 
period he confidered as the moft important one in his gift, on the count of Eu. 

On the king's arrival, the royalifts, who had hitherto ftood on the defenfive 
made frequent failles on the enemy, though Lewis was careful not to rifle a de- 
ceive aftion. The confederates, finding there were little hopes of reducing the 
capital, began to be tired of the war ; the count of Charolois, too, was anxious 
to return to the Low Countries, where the people of Liege, at the mitigation of 
Lewis, had committed the moft dreadful depredations. The confequence of this- 
difpofition was, the conclufion of a truce for fome days, during which it was pro- 
posed to effeft a final accommodation. The true? , however, was ill obferved, ef- 
pecially by the confederates, whofe troops, no longer fubmiflive to the reftraint of 
difcipline, laid wafte the environs of Paris. The king himfelf could fcarcely con- 
tain his troops within the bounds of moderation j: thofe who were ftationed in the 
vicinity of the metropolis did as much damage to the farmers as the enemies 
themfelves did ; while the garrifon of Paris, rendered infolent by a confeioufnefs- 
of their own importance, treated the citizens with a degree of pride and infolence 
that, under the prefent circumftances, it was difficult to reprefs *. 

The count of Saint Paul having requefted the king to grant him a conference 
without the walls,. Lewis met him near the ramparts ; and on his return he af- 
fured the Parifians, that they would not be long troubled with the Biirgundians.- 
An attorney who was prefent when he made this declaration, exclaimed,- " That 
may be, fire y but meanwhile they are entering our vineyards, and eating our 
grapes, and we are not abfe to prevent them." " It is better,"' replied the 
king, that they fhould enter your vineyards, and eat your grapes, than that 
" they fhould enter Paris, and take your money, and your plate, which you: 
" have concealed in your cellars, and even in the bowels of the earth." 

Serious negpeiations for a peace were now carried on by the count of Maine*,* 
and the lord of Precigny, fecond prefident of the parliament of Touloufe, on- 
the part of the king ; and the duke of Calabria, and the counts of Saint Paul' 

and Dunois, on the part of the confederates. As Lewis was refolved to effeft an- 
accommodation at ail: events, he only ftarted difficulties the better to conceal his*, 

real defigns. The princes were fo exorbitant in their demands, that had he: 

The infolence of the. foldiers may be coilefted from the fallowing account of a contemporary/ 
14 author : 44 Neither the wealth which Paris contains," faid they to the citizens, 44 nor the town 
44 itfelf, belongs to thofe who reiide in it, but; to us foldiers ; and we would have yon to know, that. 
44 in fpite of your faces, (molgre vos vifages)\ve will keep the keys of your hotkfes, and turn you 
44 and yours into the ftreet."* Of their licentioufnefs, the following extract,* from the fame author, 
piay convey fome. idea: 44 The fame day two hundred archers arrived at Paris, under the com- 
44 mand of captain Mignon ,* and they were followed by eight bad women on horfeback, accompa* 
n 'nied by amonk, who was their, confclfor*" Chroa. de Saint Deni*. 
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granted them, without hefx'ation, the fincerity of his conduft might have been 
juftly fufpedted. Philip de Commines allures us, that he had been advifed by his 
friend, the duke of Milan, to grant every demand which the confederates might 
be tempted to make, in order to diffolve the league, and to leave it to time to 
fupply him with the means of breaking his promiies. . A fcheme of this nature, 
in which honour and juftice were facrificcd to policy, required no uncommon ex- 
ertion of genius to invent ; and it was fo conlbnant to the difpofition of Lewis, • 
that it muft naturally have occurred to him. 

The only point which was fuffered to protiaft the conclufion of the treaty, was 
the augmentation of the duke of Berry's appanage. The princes infifted, that 
the province of Normandy fliould be ceded to him ; but with this demand the 
king could not prevail upon himfelf to comply. The fituation of that province, 
which on one fide joined the dominions of the duke of Brittany, and on the other 
extended to within a fhort diitaiice of thofe towns on the river Somme, the refU- 
tution of which was now required by the count of Charolois, rendered it of the 
utnioft importance ; as the poflcflion of it would make it an eafy matter for the 
three princes to join their forces at the firfi figixal, and thus keep the king con- 
stantly befieged, as it were, in the centre of the kingdom. Inftead of Normandy, 
Lewis offered to cede the provinces of Champagne and Brie to his brother, re- 
ferving only to himfelf the towns of Montereau — Fautyonne, Meaux and Mel urn 
His offers, ' however, were rejected, .the negociations broken off, and hoftiliiies 
renewed. 

During this war, a cuftom prevailed, of which we find no example at any 
earlier period of the French hiftory. The prifoners were expofed to public fale* 
The .chroniclers .of the times relate, that feveral Calabrians were fold vxftsc fols Jix 
denier s per heath They were purchafed with the view^to make a profit by their ran- 
fom ; and fuch of the unfortunate victims as were unable to pay their ranfom, or 
as nobody claimed, were hanged § . This was a new branch of commerce, the 
accurfed offspring of avarice, which, like fome that are ftill fuffered to fubfift, 
tended to gratify the rapacity of individuals, in contempt of religion, and at the 

4 expence of humanity i 

The .confederates were induced, by a fcarcity of provifions, to renew 7 the ne- 
gociations for .a peace ; but when it appeared on the point of conclufion, fome 
new incidents occurred to break off the conferences. The governor of Boulogne- 
fur-Mer had juft been executed for a defign to let that town on fire, and during 
the confufion which fuch an event muft neceffarily occafion, to furrender the place 
to the Engiilh. Saveufes, a Burgundian general, having frequently obtained 
permiffion to go to Peronne to fee the count of Nevers, took an opportunity ot 
introducing fix hundred men into the town during the night, with whofe affift- 
ance he fecured the citadel. The count of Nevers was fufpecled of being an ac- 

§ " On Sunday, at break of day, feven men came to the Boulevard, near the tower of Billy, who 
M had been taken by the Bnrgundians, and by thent condemned to be hanged, becaufe, fince they 

Ai had been taken, nobody had offered to purchafe them." Additions a la Ciirouicjue de Monftrelct* 
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complice in the plot, though he was made prifoner and fen t to the caftle of Be- 
thune. Lewis Sobier, governor of Pontoife, delivered that place to the duke of 
Brittany, who, a few days after, was admitted, by a fimilar inftance of treachery, 

into Evreux. The duke of Calabria took Gifors, and the duke of Bourbon re*, 
duced Rouen. 

In preceding wars, occafioned by internal diflentions, the nation had been re- 
duced to a more deplorable flate ; but it never was funk fo low, in point of degra- 
dation, as at prefent. Falfehood and 'treachery appeared on every fide, nor was 
the dark profpeft relieved by a Tingle aft of virtue *. The French hiftorians have 
negle&ed to trace the fource of this national corruption ; but furely it may, with 
juftice, be afcribed to the ftiameful depravity of the monarch himfelf: deftitute 

of truth, honour, or probity, Lewis made diffimulation his ftudy, and gloried in 
deceit. That the conduct of a fovereign has an eflential influence on the man- 
ners of a people, cannot be denied ; the difpenfer of honours and rewards, his 
favour muft be courted by fuch men as are known to correfpond with his.tafte, 
and coincide with his wifhes : when abfolute, — punifnment, too, muft "be avoided 

by a fimilar attention to his will and caprice ; thus are habits, as it were, imper- 
ceptibly contra&ed ; and, though in every nation there are, doubtlefs, many in- 
dividuals who efcape the general contagion, who acquire not the general biafs, 
yet, from the natural propenfity of man to imitate his fuperiors, the impulfe foon 
becomes univerfal, and conftkutes what may juftly be termed the national cha- 
racter. On the minds of thofe who are born to fill the elevated ftation of royalty, 
this important confideration cannot be too ftrongly imprefled ; let them refleft, 
mqft ferioujly refleft, on the full extent of their influence : not an attion they commit 
is unobferved, or indifferent ; their vices may tend to involve thoufands in guilt; 
their virtues may prove the means of happinefs to millions ; when fuch motives 
to reftitude are duly weighed, they muft be found irrefiftible. It Is thus that, by 

the all- wife difpenfations of Providence, to the enjoyment of a fuperior ftation the 

difcharge :©f fuperior duties is .invariably annexed. 

Prefled on all fides, furrounded by enemies or traitors, the king rcfolved to ex- 
tricate himfelf from a fituation thus dangerous, by concluding a peace, which he 
xefolved to break as foon as circumftances would permit. It was neceflary, indeed* 
to adopt fotue decifive meafure, for he received daily information of plots formed 
againft his perfon. The enemy had found means to circulate feditious libels, in 

which neither the king nor his minifters were fpared-, and a difpofition to tumult 

appeared in the capital, where Balue, bilhop of Evreux, the king's confidential 
friend, was attacked, and wounded ; and that prelate was only indebted for his 

life to the fwiftnefs of his mule. 

Lewis now granted all the demands of the confederates, and even feemed to an- 
ticipate their wifhes. He told the count of Charolois, who, notwithftanding a 
ceflation of arms which had been agreed on, liad made an attempt on the town 

■ 
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* Villaret. 
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of Beauvais, that if he were not fatisfied with the conditions propofed, he was 
willing to add the entire ceffion of the Beauvoifis. At length peace was con- 
cluded on the following terms * : — The duchy of Normandy was feized as an ap- 
panage, to the duke of Berry, together with the fovereignty of the duchies of 
AIen<jon and Brittany. The count of Charolois obtained all the towns on the 
Somme, which had been formerly pledged to the duke of Burgundy, to be en- 
enjoyed by him and his immediate fucceffor, after whole death they might be re- 
deemed by the king of France, on the payment of two hundred thoufand crowns 
of gold : Lewis likewife ceded to the count, as a perpetual inheritance, the dif- 
tri&s of Peronne, Roye, and Montdidier, with the counties of Guines and Bou- 
logne- fur-Mer. The duke of Calabria acquired the towns of Moulbn, Sainte- 
Menehould, Vaucouleurs, and Epinal, a guard of five hundred lances, to be 
maintained at the king's expence, and the fum of one hundred thoufand crowns 
towards defraying the expences of an expedition for the recovery of the kingdom 
of Naples. The duke of Brittany had for his fhare the counties of Etampes and 



Mont 



nunci 



tfort, with the government of Lower Normandy ; he likewife obtained a re- 
iation of the king's claims to the right of regale within the duchy of Brit- 



tany. To the duke of Bourbon were allotted the diflritt of UiTon, aud a pari 
of Auvergne. The count of Armagnac obtained the relHtution of certain terri- 
tories, of which he had been deprived in the preceding reign, with a penfion, 



at 



nd acompany of regular troops. The duke of Nemours was appointed gover- 
nor of Paris, and the ifie of France, with a penfion, and a guard of two hun- 
dred lances. The count of Dunois was reltored to his poffeflions, as was alfo the 

count of Dammartin. The lord of Albret had his claims allowed to certain cf- 



tates, which joined his domains. The count of Saint Paul was inveftcd with the 




France, and Tanneguy Bu Chatei to the poft of grand ccuycr; and the king alfo 
engaged to eive each of thefe noblemen the command of a company of regulars 3 
by which means they would obtain the difpofal of the principal forces in the king- 
dom. It was farther agreed, that the Pragmatic San&ioii fhould be re-efh\bliflied 
in its full vigour, and that a council ffrould be appointed for corre6Hng the abufes 
in the government, to confift of thirty-fix members, to be chofen from the three 

orders of the ftate; 

Such were the principal conditions of the treaties of Conflans and Saint-Maur 

des Foffes, which, had they been faithfully executed, would have left Lewis but 

the vain title of king, deftitute of authority. Some of his mofi intimate friends 
having enquired what motives could induce him to fubmitto fuch difadvantageous 
terms? Lewis replied — Ci The youth of my brother of Berry ; the -prudence of my fair 
u coujin of Calabria; the good fenfe of my fair brother of Bourbon;, the malice of 

& Trefor des Chnrtres — Mem. de la Cbamb. des Con\> — Ciron. de France — Phil de Cornrmnes—- 
pieces Juflilic. de Pliifloire de Lovas XI. 
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cc 3fj&^ count of Armagnac; the great pride of my fair coujin of Brittany; and the in~ 
<c vincible power of my fair brother of Charoloh *. The king, before he concluded 
this treaty, entered a formal proteft againft it in the court of parliament, as. 
being the refult of force, and contrary to the rights and interefts of the crown. 

At this period, Ifabella of Bourbon, countefs of Charolois, died at Bruxelles^ 
leaving only one daughter, named Mary, then in her ninth year, who afterward 
became fole heirefs to the vaft pofleffions of her family ; and who by her marriage 
with Maximilian, transferred her rights to the houfe of Auftria ; rights which 
proved an inexhauflible fource of difpute, and occafioned the mofi bloody wars, 
that continued for nearly three centuries. 

The chief advantage which Lewis derived from this diflionourable peace, was 
a confcioufnefs of his pad errors. For fome time he appeared ftudious to regain 
the attachment of the malecontents, by a conduct diametrically oppofite to that 
which he had obferved on his acceffion to the throne. He affumed an affability 
of manners, and feemed to breathe nothing but benevolence, candour, and friend- 
fliip. He liftened to advice with the apparent docility of a prince diftruftful of his 
own abilities on an object of fuch importance as the government of a nation. Even 
his external appearance was changed ; he exchanged the mean drefs he had 
been accuftorned to wear, for an apparel more fuitable to his dignity. He loaded 
the princes, and other chiefs of the confederacy, with careffes ; received them at 
his palace, and attended the feafts to which they were invited by the principal 
citizens. To pleafe the count of Charolois, he deprived Morviliiers of the office 
of chancellor, and conferred it on William Juvenal des Urfms, who had enjoyed 
it on his acceflion. 

But notwithftanding thefe appearances of content and fatisfaclion, the king^ 
could fcarcely conceal his impatience to witnefs the feparation and retreat of 
the confederates, Peace was proclaimed at Paris, on the twenty-ninth of Oc- 
tober ; and the lafl day of that month was appointed by Lewis to receive the 
homage of the princes, at the caftle of Vincennes, which the count of Charolois 
infilled fhould be delivered up to him, as a pledge for the fafety of his perfon, and 
thofe of his allies* His guards were accordingly Rationed -in the avenues, and 
at the gates of the fortrefs, when the king arrived, attended by a llender efcort. 
By this appearance of confidence, he wiflied to infpire his enemies with an opinion 
of his candour and fincerity; and he carried his difiimulation fo far, that he had 
refolved to fleep at Vincennes, and had given orders for his bed to be brought 
from Paris; but the arrival of a meflenger from the aldermen and prove ft of Pans, 
requefting he would return before night, prevented him from accomplifhing his 
defign. After the new duke of Normandy, the count of Charolois, and the 
other princes, had done homage for the polfeifions which had been ceded to them 
by the treaty, the count of Saint-Paul took the oath of allegiance as conftable 
of France. An aft of oblivion was then paffed, and the chiefs of the confederacy 
received a formal pardon from the king for their conduft during the revolt, 

•ft Villaret, torn. xvii. page 138. 
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On the third of November the long wifhed-for reparation of the princes took 
place: the duke of -Normandy, accompanied by the duke of Brittany, repaired 



s 



to the province which he had newly acquired ; while the count of Charoloi 
took the road to Flanders. The king accompanied the count as far as Villiers- 
le-Bel, where the two princes palled three days, during which time they were 
equally profufe of their profeflions of friend ihip and efteem, and equally iufpicious 
of each other's defigns. Lewis, who on his departure from Paris was only ac- 
companied by a fmall retinue, had left orders for two hundred lances to follow 
him, in order to efcort him on his return. The arrival of thefe, juft as the 
count of Charolois was going to bed, threw that prince into the molt dreadful 
confirmation ; and, apprehenfive that the king had formed fome defign again ft 
him, he commanded his troops to arm. Philip de Commines, who was prefent 
at the time, and who lived alternately at the French and Burgundian courts, ob- 
serves, that the too great familiarity with which they convened together during 
three days, far from infpiring them with friendfliip for each other, only ferved 
to encreafe their diftruft, and confirm their mutual averfion. They had acquired 
too deep a knowledge of each other's fentiments not to perceive that infurmount- 
able antipathy which the difference of their difpofitions muft naturally produce. 
The king, aware of the count's impatience to attack the people of Liege, offered 
to give them up, and even to affilt him in revenging the injury he had fuflained 
from them — though Lev/is himfelf had inftieated them to the commiffion of that 
injury — on condition that the count would renounce all alliance with the other 
princes, and particularly with the duke of Brittany. The artifice was too fhallow 

to impofe on the count of Charolois, who immediately replied, that nothing 

could diffolve the bond of friendfliip which fubfifted between him and the duke 
of Brittany, that he fhould always be ready to leave the people of Liege to 
themfelves, in order to fly to the affiftance of that prince whenever the king fhould 
attempt to attack him ; in fhort, that their caufe was the fame, and their interefts 
were infeparable. This refufal, however, did not prevent Lewis and Charles 
from renewing, when they parted, their profeflions of mutual efteem, and their 
proteftations of living in future in the utmoft harmony. 

Thus terminated the war for the public good, in which, it muft be confefled, 
the confederates appear rather to have confultecL their own private intereft, than 
the welfare or relief of the people. The chiefs of the league, indeed, feemed to 
have forgotten the nation, whofe welfare had furnifhed them with a fpecious pre- 
text for taking up arms. The count of Charolois, immediately after he had rati- 
fied the treaty of Conflans, ordered that, in all the towns which had been ceded 
to him, the taxes fhould be renewed, although at the commencement of the 
war, he had himfelf abolifhed them. The other chiefs followed his example; and 
as the fupport of fo large an army on either fide, had alike exhaufted the finances 
of the king and of the princes, the kingdom was more burdened with impofts 

after the troubles were at an end, than before they began.. 
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Lewis, releafed from the danger which threatened him, did not think of the 

facrifices he had made — important as they were — too great for the time he had 
thereby gained to recover from his fears, and to concert his meafures with more 
prudence and addrefs. If we except Guienne, and the ifle of France, he now 
found himfelf almoft as much confined in his territories, as was Charles the 

Seventh at the commencement of his reign. Intent on recovering by degrees 

what he had loft at once by a ruinous treaty, his only motives for confolation were 
derived from his hopes, that the future would make amends for the pad. The 
• conduft of the princes' had reduced him to the neceflity of confidering them as 
the irreconcileable enemies of his power ; but fo long as they remained in a flate 
of union, it was impoffible to attack any one of them fingly, without fpreading 
an inftant alarm among the reft. The king's fole refource, therefore, confifted 
in their divifion, which he could only expeft from time and circumftances, and 
particularly from the oppofition of their various interefts. The feeds of that 
divifion' indeed he had already contrived to fow, by means of the private treaties,, 
which had been concluded in confequence of the general agreement*. This 
multiplicity of conventions, diftincl from each other, proved' an inexhauftible 
fource of difficulties and difputes, by leaving the contracting parties an opening,- 
either to interpret them to their own advantage, or elude the execution of 
them. 

Lewis haftened to exprefs his gratitude for the zeal and fidelity of the Farifians* 
during the late troubles, by confirming all their privileges, afluring. them, at the 
lame time, that fo far from ever thinking of curtailing their immunities in fix- 
ture, under the idea that they had been extorted from the neceffity of the times,. 

they would always find him ready to grant them new favours. The particular' 

prerogatives enjoyed by the Parifianv confifted in an exemption from providing 
quarters for the troops; a liberation from the neccftity of attending. the Ban 

and Aarriere-Ban, for all fuch. citizens aspoffeiTed fiefs fubjett to militai y fervice ; 
and the privilege of not being, compelled, to anfwer any attion- brought againft 

them elfewherc. than in the courts at Paris. The king.was now fully aware, that 
it was abfolutely neceflary to fecure the favour of the people, before he could 
hope to accompiifh the defign he had formed on his acceffion to the .throne, to> 
raife — in imitation of his father — the fovereign power on the ruins of the arifto-- 
cracy, a plan of which he never 16ft fight, and for the execution whereof he- 
employed fuch means as beft correfpondrd to his humour and difpofition : he- 
vifited the pooreft citizens* invited them to his table, ftood godfather; to their chil- 
dren, and became a. member of. their different companies.. 

* The chief conditions of the accommodation were fettled at Conflans. It is probable, -that all • 
the princes who had joined the league, concluded each of them a feparate treaty, in conformity to * 
the generel convention, which is to be feen in the proofs annexed to the memoirs of Philip de Com-- 
mines, without either date or the name of the place at which it was iigned.* The treaty of Saint-* 
Maur muft fre confidered only as a confirmation and interpretation of feveral articles of the peace v* 
fmce peace had been proclaimed. at Paris before that treaty was drawn up.- Vid» Piece* Jultificar. - 
pour fervira I'Hiftoirc de Louis XL — Villaret, torn. xvii. p. ijj. 
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of Lewis- that 



lie 



to ex 



emplify by his conduct the common obfervation, that between practice and 
profeffions the difference is great. Although he had declared, that in future the 
ancient cuftom of appointing magiftrates, by a piuraity of fufFrages, fhouid be 
obferved ; he now by his own authority removed feveral, againft whom no ob- 
jection could be made, and replaced them with others of his own nomination. 
He difmiffed Matthew de Nanterre, firft prcfident of the parliament, and appointed 
John Dauvet to fucceed him ; and, left any oppofition fhould be made to this 
appointment, Lewis attended in perfon while the new prefident was fworn into 
cilice, Robert d'Eftouteviile was alio appointed to the place of provoft of Paris, 
and was admitted, notwithflanding the oppofition of James de Villiers, the aftual 
pofleffor of that poft, who appealed from the king's nomination* Several other 
magiftrates and judges belonging to the different courts were likewife difmiiled 
in the fame arbitrary manner ; and as foon as Lewis had made ail the arrange- 
ments he thought neceffary, he left the capital, and repaired to Orleans. He 
ftaid fome time in that city, waiting the iffue of his fecret intrigues for pro- 
moting a quarrel between the dukes of Normandy and Brittany, and in order to 

profit by the divifions which jealoufy and avarice had already excited between the 

dependants of thofe princes. 

The duke of Normandy, in going to take poffeffion of his appange, was ac- 
companied by the duke of Brittany, who in confequencc of the fervices he had 
rendered him, thought himfelf entitled to have the entire guidance of his con- 
duct * : the two princes were ftill at Pontoife, when the king fent the chancellor 
des Urfins to exa£t from them a new oath to observe the peace, in conformity 



to 



Maui 



at Paris. The duke of Normandy immediately complied with his brother's de- 
mand, but the duke of Brittany, refufed to give any thing more than a verbal 
promife ; protefting at the fame time againft that article of the treaty, which 
provided for the eftablifhment of thirty-fix commiffioners, who were to reform 
all abufes in the government, as he could not, he faid, acknowledge their au- 
thority, ^without fubje&ing the independence of his dominions to be called in 
queftion. This proteft of the duke's fupplied the ,king with a pretext for re- 
newing the proteft which he had himfelf made againft the treaties of Con- 
flans and Saint-Maur. 

. It was eafy to forefee that tilings could not long remain in their prefent fituation. 
The duke of Normandy was furrounded by a number of noblemen and officers, 
who had only embraced his cauic from the hope of reward. All the places he 
could bellow were infufficient to gratify their rapacity; while on the other hand 
the Norman nobility thought themfclves entitled to the exclufive poffeffion of all 
honourable and lucrative pofts. They were all equally inimical to the duke 01 
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Brittany, who fought to difpofe of every thing at his plcafure ; and this tyrannical 
behaviour excited a general difcontent, the dangerous, confequences whereof his 
friends in vain endeavoured to imprefs on his mind, Tanneguy Duchatel, whofe 
prudent advice had already proved of fuch effential fervice to the duke, having re- . 
monftrated with him on the fubjeft, and attempted to difluade him from accom- 
panying the duke of Normandy, was difmiffed ; and the king, ever attentive to 
profit by the" faults of others, embraced this opportunity to regain Duchatel,, 
who ferved him with zeal and fidelity. 

Such was the date of affairs, when the two princes arrived at Sainte-Catherine 
du Mont, in the vicinity of Rouen, where they intended to flop a few days, while 
the neceffary preparations were making for the entry of the duke of Normandy 
into his capital. The premature nomination of Lefcun, by the duke of Brittany, 
to the government of Rouen, completed the difaffe&ion which was generally borne 
to that prince/ The murmurs of difcontent became louder and louder, and at 
length reached the ears of the d^ike of Normandy, who was given to underitand ? 
that it was the duke of Brittany's intention, under the mafic of friendfhip, to 
keep him in a continual ftate of dependence. This gave rife to a difpute between 
the princes, which foretold an approaching rupture. John of Lorrain, lord of 
Harcourt, a nobleman of the firft diftin&ion in the province, affembled the inha- 
bitants of Rouen at the town-houfe, where he declared, that the duke of Brittany 
had formed a defign for fecuring the perfon of their prince, and conveying him to 
his own dominions. The news of this pretended confpiracy, though wholly des- 
titute of probability, fpread a general' alarm : a part of the inhabitants imme- 
diately flew to arms, and, haftening to Sainte-Catherine du Mont, prevailed on 
the duke of Normandy to return with them to Rouen, leaving the duke of Brit- 
tany in the utmoft aftonifliment at this fudden refolution. That prince imme- 
diately retired to Caen, 

The king during thefe tranfadtions had remained at Orleans, where he made 
various changes in the different departments of the ftate, concealing his real de~ 
figns beneath the veil of apparent tranquillity. As foon as he was apprlfed of the 
difpute between his brother and the duke of Brittany, and of the. retreat of 
the latter, he advanced to the frontiers of Normandy with all his forces, 
and a formidable train of artillery. At his approach, either treachery or 
fear procured him admifllon into the different towns, and he proceeded, without, 
encountering any obftacle, as far as Pont-a-l\Arche, within three leagues of 
Rouen. In order to attach the duke of Brittany to his intereft, or at leaJV to> 
deter him from any attempt to impede the progrefs of his arms, he paid him a; 
vifit at Caen; where a treaty was concluded between them. The duke promifed 
to conduct himfelf in future as a Heady friend and faithful ally, and to ferve the 
king againft all men, except the duke of Calabria and the count of Charolois* 
Lewis on his part declared, that the proteft which he had entered againft the 
treaties of Conflans and Saint-Maur, was not meant to invalidate thole articles- 
which afie&ed the duke, and particularly that which related to the regale* All 
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the nobility who had joined the duke of Brittany, and who ftill prefer ved their 
attachment to his caufe — among whom were the counts of Dunois and Dammar- 
tin; the msrefchal -de Loheac, and the lord of Lefcun — were exprefsly included 
in the treaty ; which, however, was drawn up in fuch ambiguous terms, that 
Philip de Commines, on the authority of Lewis himfelf, affures us, that neither 
the king nor the duke perfe&ly underftood it. 

Lewis returned to Font-a-l 5 Arctic, in order to prefs the redu&ion of Rouen, 
where his brother remained, without friends or experience, and relying folely 
for affiftance on the fidelity of the inhabitants. In this emergency, he firfl ap- 
plied to the count of Charolris, who being engaged in a war with the people of 
Liege, was unable to afford him that fpeedy fuccour which his fituation required : 
he fent, however, a part of the troops, which were flationed on the frontiers of 
' Picardy and- Artois, to enter Normandy, and fecure the town of Dieppe ; but 
the governor of that place had already furrendered it to the king. Tiie duke of 
Normany finding himfelf wholly unable to refift, and being afraid of falling into 
his brother's hands, refolved to provide for his perfonal fafety by a timely flight. 
He was at firll tempted to repair to the Low Countries, but the dread of being 
intercepted by the French troops made him give up that defign ; and, after much 
hefitation, he applied to the duke of Brittany for a paflport. The duke granted 
his requeft, by defire of the king, who was fearful of driving the prince to defpair, 
left he fhould be tempted, in fpite of all impediments, to fly for protection to the 

count of Charolois. 

Before the departure of the duke of Normandy, the inhabitants of Rouen had 
fent deputies to the king to obtain a general amnefiy, and a grant of the fame 
privileges which he had confirmed to the Parifians ; but the king replied, that he 
- would confult with his council, and make them acquainted with his will. The 
duke's departure put an end to the negotiation, and the town * immediately fur- 
rendered. Thus in lefs than fix weeks was the whole province of Normandy re- 
covered by the Icing, except the towns of Caen and Honfleur, which were fequef- 
fered in the hands of the lord of Lefcun. In the treaty lately concluded between 
Lewis and the duke of Brittany, it was fiipula^ed, that ail thofe who had followed 
the fortunes of the duke of Normandy fhould be allowed to retire to Honfleur, 
there to remain till fuch time as they obtained a pardon from the king. 

A. D. 1466. J Had the king's clemency been equal to his good fortune, this 
rapid revolution would have been effe&ed without the fmalleft effufion of. blood ; 
but, little accuftomed to pardon, the recolle&ion of his pafl danger, and of the 
diflionourable peace which he had been forced to conclude, feemed to have re- 
doubled the natural feverity of his temper. Thofe officers and gentlrnen who ia 
the late commotions had joined the confederates, and who were not of fufficient 
confequence, of themfelves, to prefer ibe terms to the king, were arretted, and 
put to death in various ways, without any previous trial. After thefe a£te of 
* -cruelty, which fo flrongly marked the favage difpofition of this royal affaflin, 
Lewis appointed new governors in all the towns he Jiad recovered 5 and concluded 
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his expedition to Normandy, by a pilgrimage to Mont Saint-Michel, whence he 
returned to Orleans. 

The news of the duke of Normandy's flight, and of the lofs of his new appa- 
nage, gave the deepeft difpleafure to the count of Charolois. By compelling the 
king to cede that province to his brother, he thought he had effectually humbled 
his pride, and curtailed his power. In faft, both with regard to the revenue it 
afforded, and the troops it fupplied, Normandy was always confidered as equal to" 
one third of the whole French monarchy. The count's mortification too was en- 
c.reafed by his total inability, at this period, to enforce a rigid obfervance of the 

peace ; for the war in which he was engaged with the people of Liege took up all 
his attention. The Liegeois had firft been inlligated to attack him by the king 
of France, who had promifed them, in letters written with his own hand^fpeedy 
and effedual alTiftance ; but when they found no mention made of them in the 
treaty of peace, they were thrown into the utmoft confternatian, and, on the 
return of the count of Charolois from Paris, they had recourfe to entreaties and 
fupplications, and, after various negociations, they were finally compelled to fub- 
mit to fuch terms as the prince chole to impofe. 

Lewis, meanwhile, highly pleafed with his recent fuccefs, continued to purfue 
his plan for fecuring the favour of the people, and for attaching to his intereft as - 
many of the nobility as he could *. Deeply verfed in the arts of diflimulation, 
he frequently beftowed his warmeft careffes on thofe whom he had devoted to de- • 
ftru&ion. Anxious to gain the houfe of Bourbon, he gave the hand of his 
natural daughter, Jane, to Lewis, baftard of Bourbon, with a dower- of. a hundred 
thoufand crowns, and an eftate which produced fix thoufand livres a year. He 
alfo fecretly allured the duke of Bourbon, that- he defigned his eldeft daughter,. 
Anne, for Peter of Bourbon, lord of Beaujeu. Thefe marks of diftin&ion had: 
the defired effeft on the duke, who immediately renounced all his engagements,, 
and fwore an inviolable fidelity to the king, which he preferved till his death.. 
The duke was immediately appointed governor of Languedoc, in the place of the 
count of Maine, who was charged with having maintained a fecret correfpondence 
with the confederates, and with various other crimes and mifdemeanours. That 
nobleman would, probably, have experienced a more fevere punifhmerit, but for 
the interpofition of the king of Sicily, whofe friendfhip Lewis was anxious to- 
preferve. He had,, indeed, jufl agreed to confirm the good underftanding that 
fubfifted between them, by a marriage between the marquis of Pont, grandfon 
to the Sicilian monarch, and his own daughter Anne, whom he had fecretly pro- 
mifed to the lord of Beaujeu. The count of Maine was reftored to favour the 
following year, at the folicitation of the king of. Scicily, who pledged himfelf 
for his fidelity, and engaged, in cafe he fhould again deviate from his duty, to 
declare againft him. About this period, Lewis, who was difpleafed with the con- 
dud of Charles de Melun,- deprived him of the command of the Baftille. 

i 

* Chroh. de France— Coat, de Monft relet— Phil, de Com.— Hiftoire de Louis- XI— Pieces Juftific. 
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Anthony de Chateauneuf, lord of Lau, was the next perfon who was deftined 

to feci the weight of the king's refentinent: .this nobleman had enjoyed feveral of 
the firft offices in the ftate, and had acquired imraenfe wealth ; but though he 
was fo highly diftinguiftied by the favour of his fovereign, he was neverthelefs 
accufed of maintaining a criminal correfpondence with the enemies of the date* 
Lewis, at firft, only pa fled a fentence of baniflnnent upon him, but being found 
in difguife in the vicinity of Orleans, while the court refided in that city, he was 
feized and conveyed to the caftle of Mehun. He was afterward removed to the 
caftle of Uffon in Auvergne, which belonged to the baflard of Bourbon. The 
king, being afraid that he would effedt his efcape, ordered that nobleman to con- 
fine him in an iron cage ; but the baflard refuted to execute the commiffion, and 



s 



replied, cc that if it was his intention to treat his prifoners in that manner, hi 

majefty might turn gaoler himfelf." After he had been confined two years, he 
found means to efcape ; when the chief magiftrate of Uffon, the governor of the 
caftle, and his fon, were all hanged for having favoured his evafion ; .yet the lord 
of Lau was afterwards reftored to favour. But fuch contradictions perpetually 
occur in the hiftory of the prefent reign; and indeed, when a monarch ceafes 
to make reafon and juftice the rules of his conduct, it cannot well be other wife. 

The admiral de Montauban dying about this time, his poft was conferred on 
the baftard of Bourbon. In the month of July, Francis d' Orleans, fon to the 

count of Dunois, who had recently returned to court, niarried Agnes of Savoy, 
filter to the queen of France r and the king prefented the new-married couple with 
forty-thoufand crowns, and feveral eftates in Dauphine. Another of the queen's 
lifters was married to the conftable Saint Paul Lewis, anxious to detach that 
prince from the interefts of the houfe of Burgundy, gave him the county of 
Guines, with the lordfhip of Novion, and alio fettled on him the reverfion of 
the county of Eu, in cafe the prefent count fliould die without male iffue ; but 
as the king had no right to make fuch fettlement, the fucceffion of the county 
[evolving to another branch of the family, it never took place. Among other 
noblemen who were reftored to favour at this period, "was Anthony de Chabannes, 

count of Dammartin ; the fentence which had been pronounced again ft him, hav- 
ing been previously annulled. 

The king's brother, meanwhile, defpoiled of his appanage, and even reduced 
to the neeeflky of felling his plate to procure a wretched fubfiftence, complained 
alike of the indifference of his allies, and the fe verity of Lewis. The king was 
uneafy left his refidence in Brittany might afford the malecontents a pretext to 
excite a frefh revolt, under the fan&ion of his name : he therefore fent the duke 
of Calabria to engage him to return to France, with an offer of Rouffillon and 
Cerdagne, or the counties of Valentinois and Dios at his option; but Charles 
had already rejected thefe offers, and even the wretchednefs of his prefent filia- 
tion could not induce him to accept them. The duke of Calabria had orders 
in cafe he fhould fail in his negociation, to fecure the young prince, and, if 
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potable, to take him to Orleans ; but Tie was compelled to return without having 
fulfilled either part of his commiffion. 

The king at the fame time fent La Tremoille to the count of Charolois, to 

juftify his conduft to his brother; and though the count was not convinced of 

its propriety, from the apology offered by the ambaffador, yet he did not appear 
inclined to interfere in their quarrel. This was all the king required; and in order 
to keep the court of Burgundy in the fame difpofition, he again ratified the 
ceffion of the towns on the Somme, to which he added feveral villages in 
the Vermandois; he likewife endeavoured to keep the attention of the count of 

Charolois confined to another quarter, by fecretly engaging the Liegeois and the 
inhabitants of Dinant to break the peace which had been concluded the pre- 
ceding year, promifmg to afford them. effectual affiftance ; while, under pretence* 

of an expe&ed invafion of France by the Englifh, with whom he had jufl con- 
cluded a truce, he ordered all the troops in the kingdom to affemble, and fuch 

a prodigious quantity of artillery to be founded, that the church- bells were 
melted down to fupply the neceffary quantity of metal. The count of Charo- 
lois, who was then at Peronne, alarmed at thefe formidable preparations, iffued ? 
orders, to all his vaffals to take up arms ; but though both princes were fully 
prepared for the renewal of hoftilities, the feafon paffed away in embaffies and 
negociations, calculated to amufe and deceive. 

The Liegeois, immediately after they had confirmed their alliance with Lewis,, 
attempted, at his inftigation, to feize the count of Charolois at Saintron ; but as 

they were not fufficiently ftrongi they failed in the attempt.. As foon as the feafon 
would permit, the count levied a powerful army, and was fully determined to 
make them feel the weight of his refentment; but he fir II refolved to punifli the in- 
habitants of Dinant, who had alfo violated the treaty which they had concluded with: 
the duk eof Burgundy, by. ma* ing an irruption into the county of Namur : . he ac- 
cordingly formed the fiege of that city, whofe inhabitants relying on the protection 
of the king of France, and the affiftance of their allies;,. the Liegeois, feemed deter- 
mined to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. Some of the neighbouring 
towns, wilhing to fave them from the deftru&ion with which they were.threat- 
ened, exhorted them to fubmit ; but they hanged the meffenger who was fent with 
the advice. A young child was then fent with a letter, from the idea that they 
would refpeft his innocence; but the inhuman favages tore him to pieces. 

The count of Charolois, burning with rage and indignation, determined to in- 

3ifl a punifliment equal to their crimes. He collected a prodigious train of artil- 
lery and fuch a continual and well-dire&ed fire was kept up from the batteries^ 

that not an edifice in the town efcaped its effe&s. In three days the walls were 
laid open on every fide, and the towers, fhakento their foundations^ feemed rea- 
dy to fall. The count had cauied two bridges to be thrown over the Maefe, in- 
order to furround the city, and to prepare for a general affault. The garrifon., 
aware of their danger, had made their efcape, and left the inhabitants- to encoun- 
ter. the ftorm, which their rafhnefs had provoked, Confcious of theil : inability to 
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; refifty • they -nojv offered to furrender, on conpition that their lives fliould be fafe : 
this propofal, however, was reje&ed by the count, who infilled on unconditional 
•fubrnifiion. They accordingly delivered to him the keys of thhe town, which ex- 

- perienced the fate of a place taken by affault. The pillage lafted three days ; all 
the male inhabitants, except the old men and children, were then^maflacred, and the 
town feton fire; what the flames had fpared, the peafants were employed to de- 
molifh, fo that not a veftige remained to difcover the place where Dinant had 
flood. 

Meanwhile the Liegeois, alarmed at the ardour difplayed by the count of Charo- 
lois in purfuing the operations of the war, had fent ambafladors to the duke of 
Burgundy, with propofals for an accommodation. On their arrival at Bovines, 
where the duke then was, they could lee the flames reducing to aftics the habita- 
tions of their allies, The terror with which this fevere chaftifement had infpired 
them, contributed not a little to make them accept the terms that were offered 
them, and which were more rigorous than any they had yet fubmitted to. They 
accordingly laid down their arms, and delivered hoftages for the performance of 
a treaty, which they refolved to break at the firft opportunity. 

Although the king had apparently obferved a ftrift neutrality during this con- 
teft, yet it was well known that he had inftigated the Liegeois to take up arms. 
He fecretly congratulated himfelf on having found out the means of keeping his 
rival employed, without any other expence than that of promifes ; for the fate of 

thofe whom he facrificed to his own interefted views gave him but little concern. 

The conftable Saint-Paul was himfelf too artful not to fee through the dark policy 

of Lewis ; but, at the fame time, he entertained too lofty an idea of his own im- 
portance to condefcend to obferve that nice circumfpefiion in his conduct, which 
fuch a knowledge fliould naturally have led him to adopt. He accompanied the 
count of Charolois to the fiege of Dinant, not with the king's troops, indeed, 
but with thofe which he had affembled in his own domains. Ambitious to difplay 
his power, and anxious to be confidered rather as a neceflary ally than as a vaffal, 
he was blind to the danger of appearing in the light of a formidable fubjedt ; for 
though too weak to fupport the independence he affe&ed, he was ftill too great, 
from the luftre of his birth, and the extent of his pofleflions, to confine himfelf 
within the narrow limits of paffive obedience. The king, however, concealed his 
difpleafure, and even appointed the count to the government of Normandy, which 
he had juft reunited by his letters patent, to the domain of the crown. 

IncelTant rains, fucceeded by exceffive heat, brought on an epidemic diftemper 
in France this year, which the people did not fail to afcribe to the malignant in- 
fluence of a comet which had appeared fome time before. In Paris, alone, dur- 
ing the months of Auguft and September, upwards of forty thoufand perfons pe- 
rifhed by this dreadful diftemper, which continued to rage, v though with abated 
violence till the approach of winter. In order to repair the lofs which the capi- 
tal had thus fuftained, Lewis, in the fucceedidg year, had recourfe to an expe- 
dient more fingular than worthy of imitation : he iffued a general invitation to 
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perfons of every, pefcription to repair to Paris, where,, he'faid/they fhouid be ex- 
empt from profecution for all part: offences, and admitted to the rights of citizens. 
The metropolis, by this means, became an afylum for debtors, thieves and affaf- 
fins ; none were excepted from the general invitation, but thofe who . had been 
guilty of high-treafon. Such an expedient had never, fuggefted itfelf to the ima- 
gination of man, fmce the foundation of Rome ; nor is it poffible to conceive 
what advantage the king could expeft to derive from alfociatihg with the Parifians 
thefe new inhabitants, who were more capable of corrupting them by the depravi- 
ty of their manners, than of becoming ufefui to their imprudent protestor, or to 
their fellow citizens. . 

By the treaty of Conflans it had been ftipulated, that a council fliould be form- 
ed of thirty -fix perfons, chofen from the three orders of the flate, for the pur- 
pofe of correcting the abufes in the government; but though a year had paffed 
fince the conclufion of that treaty, no mention had been made of this article, 
which was almoft the only one that had the good of the public for its objett. The 
king, in order to efface, in a certain degree, the finifter impreffions which his 
conduct was but too well calculated to raife, refolved to fatisfy the people in this re- 
fpeft, at the fame time he thought, by fuch a proceeding, to caft a reflection on his 
enemies : with this view he appointed twenty commiffioners, and named the count 
of Dunois for their prefident. They firfl met at the palace, but the epidemic dif- 
temper, which raged in the metropolis, compelled them to remove to Pontoife* 

It.foon, however, became apparent that the king only meant, as a contemporary 
writer juftly obferves, to dazzle the eyes of the vulgar. All the remonftrances 
and complaints that were addreffed to him, he referred to the council, the mem- 
bers whereof were devoted to his will ; and not a fmgle refolution was adopted 
towards fulfilling the objeft for which they had met. 

A. D. 1467.] In the fpring of this year the court repaired to Rouen, in or- 
der to receive the famous earl of Warwick, ambaffador from England *. The 
termination of the ancient difputes between the two crowns was the avowed object 
of this embaffy, which Warwick had folicited. That nobleman received the moft 
diftinguifhed honours from Lewis f, with whom he had feveral private confe- 
ences, the fubje£t whereof was then a fecret, though it was fufficientiy explained 
by fubfequent events. After the earl's departure, who concluded a truce between 
England and France for eighteen months, the king fent the archbifhop of Nar- 
bonne and the baftard of Bourbon to the Englifh court. Thefe ambaffadors were 
highly difcontented with the reception they experienced from Edward, who made 
them wait fix weeks before he granted them audience, and he then referred them 
for an anfwer to their propofals, (which related to the eftablifhment of a lafting 
peace,) to commiffioners whom he promifed to appoint, though he never fulfilled 
Jiis promife. The anibaffadors, during their flay, in England, witneffed the com- 

# Rymer'6 Boeder*, t, zi. p. S38. f Contin. de MonftreUt, p. 73« 



47° 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



[1467 



mencement of a confpiracy againft the Englifh monarch, to which they contri- 
buted by their intrigues *. 

Lewis, on his return from Rouen, received intelligence of the death of Philip 
the Good, duke of Burgundy, who expired on the fifteenth of June. His body 
was conveyed to Dijon, where it was depofited in the convent of Carthufians. 
The furname bellowed on this prince appears to have been merited by the wifdom 
and moderation of his government, as "difplayed in the continued, prolperity and 
happinefs of his fubjedts. He was generous, magnificent, liberal and brave ; a 
fincere friend, and, his amorous irregularities excepted, a good chriftian* He 
had upwards of thirty natural children, but only one legitimate fon: though 
he had ever lived in a ftile of magnificence fuperior to any monarch in Europe, 
yet he left immenfe riches ; his treafury was found to contain, at his death, four 
hundred thoufand crowns of gold, feventy-two thoufand marks of filver, and 
other effects to the amount of two millions of livres ; all of which, together with 
his extenfive dominions, devolved on his fon Charles, count of Charolois. 

Lewis, fufpefting the duke of Brittany of ftimulating his brother Charles to 
reject his propofals for an accommodation, was anxious to punifh him by invading 
his country ; but he was deterred from purfuing his fchemes of revenge, through 
the fear of an attack from the new duke of Burgundy, whom he could neither 
foothe nor intimidate. That prince was, at prefent, employed in repreffing an 
incurfion of the Liegeois, who, regardlefs of their oaths, and incited, as ufual, 
by the infidious arts and fallacious promifes of Lewis, had juft attacked and taken 
the fmall town of Huy, fituated on the Maefe, between Liege and Namur. 

The duke of Burgundy, juftly enraged at this infraction of the treaty, would 
have inftantly put to death the three hundred hoftages whom he had received 
from the people of Liege the year before, but for the interceflion of the lord 

of Irnbercourt, whom they had taken at Huy, and releafed on his parole t- He 
was preparing, however, to march againft the Liegeois, when the count of the 
Saint Paul, and Baiue, bifhop of JEvreux (who had been lately promoted to the 
rank of cardinal) were fent to him by Lewis, to inform him, that he muft de- 
fift from all hoftilities againft a people who were the allies of his majefty, and 
whom his majefty was bound by treaty to affift to the utmofl of his power j but 
the conftable added, that if the duke would permit the king to wage war againft 
the Bretons, he would willingly renounce his alliance with the Liegeois ; to this 
the duke replied, that as the Liegeois had wantonly violated the truce which they 
had folemnly fwom to obferve, he was refolved to march againft them, and inflift 
on thema punifhment adequate to the offence: with regard to the king's propofals, 
he Ihould only obferve, that he was determined to abide by the conditions of the 
treaty of Conflans, and that no confideration fhould induce him to feparate his 
interefts from thofe of the duke of Brittany. Two days after, when he mounted 

hk horfe, and was fetting out. on his expedition, he difmiffed the ambafladors, 

» * 
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defiring them c< to befeech the king not to engage in any^enterprize againfi the 
" duke of Brittany." 45 My lord," laid the count of Saint Paul, cc you wage 
" war at your plealure againft our friends, and yet wifh us to remain quiet, with- 
" out daring to attack our enemies; this cannot be allowed; the king will never 
" fufFer it." "The Liegeois," replied the duke, u are. already affembled, and 
" expeft me to bring them to a&ion, before the expiration of three days. If I 
cc lofe the battle, I am well perfuaded you will do as you pleafe; but if I gain it, 
" you will leave the Bretons at peace."' In a private converfation with the count 
of Saint Paul, u Fair coufin," faid the 'duke, you are my friend and my re- 
" lation ; let me, therefore, advife you to take care left the king Ihould ferve you 
44 as he has already ferved fo many others ; if you will remain with me, you 
" fliall be welcome." The conftable rejefted the duke's invitation, but he had 
afterward reafon to repent his refufal. 

The town of Saintron being invefted by the Burgundians, the Liegeois, with 
an army of thirty thoufand men, haftened to raife the fiege ; when a defperate 
adion took place, in which the duke of Burgundy obtained a complete viflory, 
killing fix thoufand of the enemy, and putting the reft to flight. Two ambafia- 
dors of the king of France had appeared in perfon, animating the Liegeois during 
the battle, though that faithlefs monarch had refufed to fend his allies thofe fuc- 
cours which, by a folemn treaty (till extant, he had engaged to fupply. After 
the viftory , the garrifon of Saintron furrendered at discretion, and ten vi&ims 
were fent to the duke of Burgundy, to be difpofed of at his pleafure : they were 
all hanged, agreeably to a favage cuftom which was but too common in the 
times we are delineating. Tongres experienced a fimilar fate; ai*d Charles, 
purfuing his march to Liege, entered that city, levied a contribution on the in- 
habitants, filled up the ditches, demoliftied the fortifications, and carried off all 

the artillery and arms he could find. 

The duke of Burgundy immediately marched with his victorious army from" 
the Maefe, to the banks of the Somme ; and, at the fame time, he ilfued orders 
to all his vaffals,- both in Burgundy and the Low Countries, to arm and join him 
in the environs of Saint Quentin. The duke of Brittany, meanwhile, had made 
an irruption into- Lower Normandy, where he reduced the towns of Bayeux, 
Caen, and Avranches ; the only refiftance he experienced was at Saint Lo, vrhofe 
inhabitants, incited by the exhortations, and encouraged by the example of a 
woman who refided in the town, flew to arms, and under her conduit attacked 
and defeated the Bretons. This heroine, whofe name has not been preferved in 
hiftory, is faid to have killed fever al of the enemy with her own hand. Lewis, 
pafling through Saint Lo fome years after this event, had the curiofity to enq uire 
after her, and when flie came into his prefence, he had the meannefs to prefent 
her, as a reward for her courage and fidelity, with the pitiful fum of twenty 
crowns*. The duke of Alenijon, having joined the duke of Brittany, furren- 
dered to him all the towns in his poffeffion. 

* About fifty {hillings Englifh. 
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On the firil news of this invafion, the king fent a fmall body of troops, under 

the command of the marefchal de Loheac, and the baftard of Bourbon, to Hop 
the progrefs of the enemy. He foon followed, himfelf, with a more confidera- 
ble force, and having in a fhort time retaken all the places of which the Bretons 
had made themfelves mafters, he formed the fiege of Alen$on, which the count 
duPerche, eldeft fon to the duke of Alencjon, furrendered to him, after expelling 
the garrifon. The king then entered Brittany, at the head of forty thoufand 
men, and committed the mod dreadful devaftations. Thefe mutual incurfions, 
by which a tract of country, forty leagues in extent, was laid wafte, were fuf- 
pended by" a truce, during which it was agreed to adopt proper meafures, as 
well for fettling all difputes between the king and the duke, as for fixing the ap- 
panage of prince Charles. 

Eager as was the king's defire to extend his conquefts, and to humble the duke 
i)f Brittany, he had found himfelf compelled to haften the conclufion of the 
treaty, by the intelligence he received of the prodigious number of troops which 
the duke of Burgundy was colle&ing in Picardy. Alternately preffed by thefe 
two princes, he had no fooner made terms with one than the other renewed his 
alarms ; though he might certainly think himfelf fortunate, in not being expofed 
to more ferious danger, which mud inevitably have been the cafe, had they com- 
bined their projefts with greater {kill, and always a&ed in conjundion. Such 
was the king's fituation during the greater part of his reign, which led a bi&op, 
"who had been long harraffed by the the litigious difpofition of his grand-vicar, to 
obferve, that the dukes of Burgundy and Brittany were the king's two grand-vi- 
cars. The neceffary preparations were made for defending the frontiers, and 
frefh troops were raifed in every province. The Paris militia were reviewed by 
comrtiiffioners appointed by the king ; and it was proved, by the mufter-roll, that 
the capital, notwithftanding the number of inhabitants which had perifhed during 
the epidemic diforder of the preceding year, could fupply eighty thoufand fight- 
ing men, thirty thoufand of whom were campletely armed : the king, however, 
who was prefent at the review, could not forbear to exprefs his contempt of thefe 
dtizen-foldiersj and, with more juftice than policy, perhaps^ to compare them, 
in certain refpe&s, to their wives ; and he concluded his ill-timed remarks with 
fome obfeene jokes, which it was not becoming in him to utter, nor would it be 
decent in us to repeat. But while every difpofition was making for purfuing the 

war with vigour, the king, fenfible of the importance of avoiding a decifive ac- 
rion, employed every means in his power to efteft an accommodation ; and as the 
duKe of Burgundy found himfelf left to fupport the conteft alone, he was pre- 
vailed on, without much difficulty, to conclude a truce. 

The king's conduct evidently tended to render the power of the monarch 
wholly independent of all other authority j and this difpofition to eftablifh an ar- 
bitrary government was, indeed, vifible in all his a&ions. Yet \v?.s he now in- 
duced to liften to the remonftrances of the parliament, and to pafs the memora- 
bly sdi£i, which fecured, to magiftrates and other officers of juftice,. the poffef- 
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fion of their places for life, unlefs vacated by voluntary refiguation, or legal for- 
feiture*. 

A. D. 1468.] In order to juftify his behaviour to his brother, which had re- 
peatedly ferved as a pretext both for domeftic commotions and foreign inva- 
fions, Lewis convened an affembly of the three orders of the ft ate, at the city of 
Toursf. All the princes and nobles of the realm were invited to attend ; and 
fiich as did not chufe to be prefent fent their ambafladors and reprefentatives. The 
king, it is faid, named the perfons himfelf whom he wiflied.to be appointed de- 
puties from the different towns ; certain it is, that the affembly were wholly de- 
voted to his will. The chancellor, Des Urfins, after a prefatory encomium on 
the nation, and its fovereign, explained the motives which had induced the king 
to convene the reprefentatives of the ftate, in order to confult on the moil effica- 
cious means of enfuring the tranquillity of the kingdom. -He expatiated on the 
impoflibility of defraying the neceffary expences of the government, if the ex- 
tenfive province of Normandy were difmembered from the monarchy, and affign- 
ed, as an apanage, to his majefty's brother ; obferving, that the authors of thofe 
troubles, by which the ftate was convulfed, only fought to render them perpetual, 
by urging that prince to perfift in a pretention which deprived the fovereign of 
one-third of the revenues of the crown, and which opened to the enemy one of 
the moft important barriers of the kingdom. The affembly betrayed no difpofi- 
tion to deliberate or difcufs, but affced as if they had only met for the purpofe of 
affording a fan&io.n to the refolutions which had been previously adopted by the 

kingj. It was unanimoufly decided, <fi That the province of Normandy could 
not, on any pretext whatever, be feparated from the domain of the crown ; 
that, fince its reunion to the body of the monarchy, the fovereigns had depri- 
"** ved themfelves, by an irrevocable law, of the power of alienating it ; that 
Charles the Wife had fixed the apanage of a king's fon at an eftate producing 
* c twelve thoufand livres a year, and conferring the title of Duke or Count ; that 
* € his majefty, by adding a pjnfion of fixty thoufand livres tournois, had given 
4C an uncommon proof of his affe&ion for his brother, and that he fhould be ur- 
* Q gently entreated to declare, that his conduct, in that refpett, fhould never be 
" confidered as a precedent."- It wasthen determined, that the duke of Burgundy, 
and the other princes of the blood, fhould be invited to confirm the refolution of 
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*> Conference des Ordonnance?, Lib. x. Lit, 5. t Chronoiogie de France — r on tin- de 

Monftrelet — Chronique Scandaleufe— Preuves de Phil, .de Commines. 

} "Nothing can fet the mean obfequioufnefs of this fervile aifembly in a ftronger point of view, 
than the .confideration of their contiuft with regard to the king's brother. The duchy of Normandy 
had »bee"a ceded to prince Charles, by the treaty of Conflans; he had ftrictly complied with the terms 
of that treaty; he had fworn t© obferve it; he had renewd his oath when called on by the king for that 
purpofe; and he had commited no one aft which could, even by the ingenuity of malice itfelf, be 
conftrued into aninftance of difleyalty : yet had Lewis, in violation of a folemn oath, and without 
the fmalleft provocation, .commenced hoftilities againft him, difpoflelfed him, and^ treated his adhe- 
rents as rebels, though eyery member of the affembly was acquainted with thefe circumftances, not 
one of them had the fpirit or honefty to ftand forward and avow the truth : on the contrary, they 
all united in giving their fanftion to the perjury of their fovereign, and, by equivocation andfalfe~ 
fcood, to juftify what it was their duty to condemn. 
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the ftates, with regard to the appanage of prince Charles. The conduct of the 
duke of Brittany was loudly cenfured : he was accufed of feducing and detaining 
the king's brother ; of taking feveral towns in Normandy ; and of maintaining a 
criminal correfpondence with the EngliQi, the ancient and irreconcileable enemies 
of France. Each of thefe attempts was ftated to amount to high-treafon ; and 
the aflembly unanimoufly decreed, that the duke (hould be fummoned to reflore 
the places he had ufurped; that in cafe he fhould refufe^ and that fufficient proof of 
his alliance with theEnglifh fhould be obtained, the king fliould immediately declare 
war againft him. Before the aflembly was diffolved, the members promifed to de- 
vote their lives and fortunes to the promotion of the king's defigns*. 

While the ftates were affembld at Tours, Charles de Melun, whofe deftruttion: 
had long been refolved on by the king, was brought to trial, for having maintained 
a correfpondence with, and favoured the plans of, the confederated princes, during 
the time of the war for the publick good. Some other charges of infevor magnitude 
were preferred againft him ; and after an irregular trial, and a confefiion, extorted- 
by the pangs of the rack, he was fentenced to die, and accordingly fuffered deca- 
pitation. 

On the conclufion of the truce, at the clofe of the preceding campaign, it had been* 

fettled, that the princes fhould fend deputies to Cambray, to endeavour to reftore 
tranquillity to the nation through the medium of a general convention. The 
king, who placed but little reliance on the fuccefs of thefe conferences, thought 
of employing more efficacious means for enforcing the refdliitions adopted by the 
ftates at Tours. He had the addrefe, in a prorogation of the truce which the 
conftable had juft negociated with the duke of Burgundy, to omit the duke of 
Brittany, who had always been included in every treaty as the ally of Charles p 
confenting, at the fame time, that no mention Ihould be made of the ,Liegeois<> 
The duke's conduft in this refpeft did not proceed from negleft or indifference 
for an ally, whofe interefts he had hitherto confidered as infeparable from his 
own,, but from a belief that the alliance which the duke of Brittany had recently 
concluded with the EnglifH monarch, would enable him, without farther aflift- 
ance, to check the progrefs of the French arms; 

A marriage having, been agreed on in the preceding year between the duke of 
Burgundy and the princefs Margaret, fifter to Edward the Fourth of England r 
Lewis had exerted his utmoft influence with the court of Rome to prevent the 
projected alliance from taking effect; but all his endeavors for that purpofe having 
proved ineffectual, and all the preliminaries being finally fettled,, the princefs em- 
barked at Margate, on the firft of July, arrived next day at Sluys, and the nup- 
tials were celebrated with, great magnificence at Dam, on the ninth of thar 
month!* . 



& Chron. de France— Additions de Monftrelet— Preuves de Ccmmines— NouvelleB Cbfervatiom 
fur i'Hiftoire de France— Hiftoire de Louis XI. par Buclos. 
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dward, by his treaty with the duke of Brittany, had engaged to furniflh that 
prince with three thoufand archers for fix months, on condition that all the con- 
quered places fhould be delivered to the Englifh ; but Lewis being apprifed of 
this convention, averted its effe&s, by the promtitudeof his attacks. The French 
troops under the conduft of the Marquis de Pont, grandfon to the king of Sici- 
ly, entered Brittany, while the count of Rouflillon completed the expulfion of 
the Bretons from Lower Normandy, The duke immediately affembled the pro- 
vincial militia, and fent a courier to haften the departure of the Englifh auxilia- 
ries. The king, meanwhile, in order perfonaliy to mortify the duke, had con- 
fifcated all the eftates belonging to Antoniette de Maigneiais, his fovorite miftrefs, 
that were fituated in France, and beftowed them on Tanneguy du Chatel, of 
whofe difgrace fhe had been the principal caufe. The king by this aft of injuk 
ticeat once gratified his refentment, and fecured the attachment of a man, who 
was capable of rendering him effential fervice. 

The French army, daily encreafing in numbers, continued to advance by rapid 
marches into the heart of Brittany. No fuccours arrived, and the capture of 
Chantoce and Ancenis, two of the ftrongeft towns in his dominions, compelled 
the duke, however relu&antly, to fubmit to fuch terms as the king thought pro- 
per to impofe on him. Some hefitation indeed was produced by the difficulty at- 
tending the appanage of prince Charles ; but this was fpeedily removed by the 
influence ofOdet Daidie, lord of Lefcun, who had acquired an abfolute afcendency 
over the mind of the prince, and who, being bribed by Lewis, perfuaded him to 
leave the fettlement of his apanage to the duke of Calabria, and the conftable 
Saint-Paul, and to accept the penfion which had been offered him, till fuch time 
as a final arrangement could take place. The duke of Baittany then* ratified the 
treaty, the conditions whereof had been fettled by the ^ French and Bre- 
ton plenipotentiaries at Ancenis. He agreed to renounce all alliance whatever that 
was prejudicial to the king, not even excepting that with the duke of Burgundy. 
To give greater force to the treaty, it was agreed that the principal nobility on 
both fides fhould affix their feals to it; 

During thefe tranfadions, the king was at Compiegne, employed in a negoci- 
ation with the duke of Burgundy, w r ho, on the news of the irruption of the 
French into Brittany, had reaflembled his army, and advanced as far as Saint- 
-Quentin. As foon as Lewis received the treaty of Ancenis, which was brought to 
him by a Breton herald, he forwarded it by the fame meffenger to the duke of 
Burgundy. Charles on receiving it could fcarcely credit his fenfes 5 he even 
threatened to punifh the herald as an impoftor ; but when he found the proofs too 
ftrong to be doubted., his furprife and indignation were extreme ; he vented his 
rage in reproaches againft the infidious policy of Lewis, and the weaknefs of 
the duke of Brittany. Still, however, he appeared refolved to purfue his enter- 
prife ; and the king was obliged to fubmit to the degrading expedient oipurchaf- 
ing a peace, for which the duke exa&ed the fum of one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand crowns of gold, half of which was paid immediatelyo 
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The king was always vain of his talents, and thought it impoflible to refift the 

fuperiority of his genius in political negociations ; Cardinal Balue, his favourite 
minifter, encouraged this opinion, and endeavoured to perfuade his mailer, that 
if he could once obtain an interview with the duke of Burgundy, there could be 
no doubt but that he might turn it to his advantage, by the facility with which he 
could bend to his views a mind fo greatly inferior to his own. The propofal was 
too flattering to the vanity of Lewis, not to be adopted with eagernefs j he there- 
fore haftened to inform the duke of Burgundy, that he was extremely anxious to 
terminate, by a perfonal conference, all the difputes which ftill fubfifted between 
them. Charles was by no means inclined to accept the propofal ; and, as the 
motive of his refufal, he alledged his apprehenfions, that the Liegeois might again 
attack him. Cardinal Balue replied, that he ought to be above any apprehen- 
fions of that kind, fmcein the laft campaign he had difarmed them, razed their 
walls, demolifhed their fortifications, and totally difabled them from attempting 
any thing to his prejudice — Yet the king had juft fent agents privately to Liege- 
to excite the turbulent inhabitants of that town to renew hoftilities againft the 
duke ; and to affure them, at the fame time, that they might depend on receiving 
efFe&ual afliftance from France. The duke, however, ignorant of this circum- 
stance, was at length perfuaded to confent to the interview ; and Peronne, a town 
of Picardy, in his own poffeflion, was accordingly fixed on as the place of con- 

ference. 

But the king, who had hitherto appeared fo anxious to promote the interview^ 
now began to hefitate. Some of his moft faithful minifters had reprefented to 
him the dangerous confequences of the ftep he was about to take ; and on con- 
futing his own confcience, he could find no motive for affurance. In fhort, he. 
was on the point of giving up his defign, when Cardinal Balue, who had con- 
duced the negociation, and was confequently interefted in its fuccefs, ufed all 
the arguments he could think of to infpire him with confidence. A letter which 
the king received at this jun&ure, from the conftable, rendered the efforts of the 
cardinal fuccefsful *: The count of Saint-Paul informed Lewis, that the duke 
of Burgundy was refolved in future to have no other friend or ally than himfelfj 
and that, befides thofe general affairs, the difcuffion of which might be left to 

their minifters, there were others of fuch a private nature, that it would be^ nei- 
ther fafe nor proper to entruft them to any agents whatever. By thefe felicita- 
tions was the moft fufpicious and deceitful of mankind induced to commit him- 
felf to the faith of a prince, whom he had invariably endeavoured to delude, and 
againft whofe repofe his infidious machinations were at that very moment dire&ed* 
Lewis, having entrufted the count of Dammar tin with the command of his 
troops, leftNoyon at the beginning of O&ober (1468), and arrived the fame 
day at Peronne, He was accompanied by the duke of Bourbon ; Peter of Bour- 
bon,, lord of Beaujeu.; the archbifhop of Lyons ; the count of Perche j the con- 
liable the lords of Laigle, Lyon, and Longueville ; cardinal Balue ; and his 
ronfeffor, the bifhop of Avxanehes. A few fervants, eighty archers of the. Scotch 

*& KHUire de .Louis XI- par Ductas- 
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' guard, and fixty horfe, compofed his efcort. On the road he was received by a 
body of two hundred lances, fent by the duke of Burgundy to attend him ; and 
that prince alfo went to meet the king. They entered the town, converfing to- 
gether in a familiar manner, the king's hand being placed on the duke's fhoulder* 
Lewis was conducted to an extenfive building, near the caftle gate, which had been 
prepared for his reception. 

Before the firft day was paft, the king began to be fenfibte of the danger into- 
which his imprudence had betrayed him. The troops, which the duke had or- 
dered to be raifed in his duchy of Burguady, arrived at Peronne foon after Lewis, 
under the conduft of the marefchal of that province, who was the king's per- 
fonal enemy. And, as if all thofe whom he had reafon to fear, had combined to 
torment him, Prince Philip of Savoy, whom he had fo long detained in captiaity, 
in violation of his proffered word, and of the laws of hofpitality, entered the 
town at the fame time, accompanied by the lord of Lau, who had but juft ef- 
caped from confinement ; Poncet de la Riviere and Durfe, all fworn enemies to 
Lewis. When he faw this formidable troop pafs under his window, he was un- 
able to conceal his apprehenfions., nor could the duke by any means quiet him, 
till he afligned him an apartment in the caftle. As that fortrefs was not fufficient- 
ly fpacious to contain all his retinue, he took with him only twelve attendants ; 
fo that he refigned himfelf entirely to the duke's difcretion, and deprived himfelf 
of every refource, in cafe any attempt fhould be made to abufe his confidence. 
The two firft days pafTed in conferences between the French and Burgundian mU 
nifters. The king offered to accede to all the demands of the duke of Burgundy, 
provided that, when fatisfied with the conditions which, immediately alfe&ed his 
own interefts, he would renounce every other alliance, and bind himfelf, by a fi- 
milar oath to that which the duke of Brittany had taken, to ferve him againft all 
men. The duke, however, pofitivfely reje&ed this condition, obferving, that he. 
could never think of forfaking his friends and allies. 

While the agents on either fide were employed in devifing means for removing 
thefe difficulties, Lewis and Charles appeared perfectly fattisfied with each other, 

and the mutual profeffions of efteem that paffed between them, gave reafon to 
hope, that a fpeedy and effectual accommodation would be the confequence of 
their interview ; but a fudden and unexpe&ed event occurred to deftroy thefe 
pleafing hopes. The ambalfadois whom the king had fent to Liege to excite the 
inhabitants to take up arms, had fulfilled their commiffion with alacrity and effect, 
Lewis, previous to his departure from Peronne, had difpatched mefiengers with 
frefh orders to the Liegeois, enjoining them to fufpend the projected revolution * °, 
but they arrived too late- The Liegeois, inflamed by his arts, and eager to - re- 
trieve the lofs, and to wipe out the difgrace they had fuftained in the preceding 
campaign, had obeyed his fummons with promptitude and zeal and haftening to 
Tongres, took poffefiion of that town, captured their bifhop,. and mafiacred fm* 

"Viilarfrtj torn, xvii . g. 278, 
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teen canons of the cathedral in his prefence. The unhappy prelate had the mor- 
tification to lee one -of thefe ecclefiaftics, for whom he entertained a particulat 



riendfiiip, torn to pieces by the barbarians, who amufed themfelves by toffing his 
palpitating limbs from one to another. The French ambafladors were prefent at 
die time ; and not content with being paffive fpe&ators of thefe inhuman a£ls*. 
they approved them by their fmiles, and encouraged them by their exhortations. 

Intelligence of this event was received at Peronne, on the third day after the 
king's arrival. Language, the moil expreffive would convey but an imperfect 
Ide'd of the duke of Burgundy's rage he openly accufed the king, and after 
branding him for a perjured traitor, confined him to his apartment. In vain did 



(his favourite adjuration) 



of 
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the Liegeois, if the duke of Burgundy would lay fiege to that city, he would wil- 
lingly a ill ft him. His oaths and proteftations' w r ere alike treated with contempt., 
and the duke breathed nothing but fury and revenge. 

The king's life appears at this period to have been in imminent danger, as mod 
of the officers who attended the duke of Burgundy endeavoured to aggravate his 
refentment. The next day the duke aflembled his council, when opinions were 
divided ; fome of the members advifed him to make the king confent to fuch terms 
beft failed his intereft; while others propofed to keep him in captivity, to fend 
for prince Charles, and to conclude a treaty, in which the intereft: of all the princes 
of the blood fhould be equally confulted. Commines obferves, that he faw the 
courier ready to depart for Britany with letters to the duke of Normandy j but the 

duke changed his mind, and the deliberations were renewed. 

Meanwhile the captive monarch, alternately preyed upon by fear and repentance, 
underwent by anticipation all the horrors of death. The dupe of his own miftaken 
policy, he found himfelf in the power of an enemy, violent ii> his temper, and whofe 

indignation he had excited by the moll treacherous conduce. The author of his 
own deftru&ion, the fhame he experienced at having, himfelf, laid the fnare into 

which he had fallen, encreafed the acutenefs of his feelings. The fight of the 
tower of Peronne, which he could fee from his windows, made him fhudder ; 
It was the very place in which the unhappy Charles the Simple had been confined 
by Herbert, count of Vermandois. Reduced to this dreadful extremity by his 
own imprudence, he fpared no pains to repair the error he had committed. He 
diftributed large funis of money among thofe officers whofe opinions were mofl 
likely to influence the duke of Burgundy, by which means he engaged them to 
prefent his propofals. He offered to fubmit ' to any conditions which the duke 
might wiili to impofe, and to deliver, as hoftages, for his obfervance of the treaty, 
the duke of Bourbon and his brother, the count of Saint-Paul, and feveral other 
noblemen. He required that, after the treaty fliould be figned, he fhould be per- 
mitted to retire to Compiegne, whence he engaged to fend to the Liegeois, and 
either make them repair the diforders they had committed, or elfe declare war 

agaiaft them. The hoftages feemed to confent to his propofals ; but Coalmines, 
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who knew both them and the king, was of opinion, that had they been put to the 
trial, they would have retraced ; and that the king himfelf would have made no 
fcruple to break his engagements, and leave them expofed to the referitment of the 
duke of Burgundy. The fame author, who was at that time chamberlain to the 
duke, infmuates, that he was one of thofe who mod contributed to moderate the 
anger of Charles 5 and this aft of friendfhip was afterwards acknowledged by 
Lewis himfelf. 

At length the duke was prevailed on to confent to an accommodation, the plan of 
which was immediately prefented to the king, who, after fome hefitation, figned iu 
But flill the danger was not over ; Charles, agitated by the mod violent paflions, 
pa(Ted the third night without undrefling: he threw himfelf from time to time on 
the bed; then, fuddenly darting up, walked to and fro in the room, followed by 

Commines, who waited for a favourable moment to quell the violence of his tranf- 
ports. In the morning his anger feemed to be railed to the higheft pitch; he broke. 

out into threats, and appeard prepared to proceed to the mod dreadful extremities* 
After paufing a fhort time, he rufhed out of the room, and repaired to the king's 
apartment; where Lewis, who had been informed of all his motions, was waiting 
his determination, in a date of anxiety inconceivably wretched. Neither the 
looks nor gedures of the duke were calculated to infpire him with confidence. 
With a gloomy, but determined countenance, Charles approached, and afked 
him, Whether he meant to fulfil the treaty of peace which he had figned, and 
whether he was prepared to bind, himfelf by an oath to obferve it ? The monarch* 

without hefitation, replied in the affirmative. Charles, continuing his interroga- 
tions, next enquired, Whether he was determined — agreeably to the offer he had 
made — to accompany him to Liege, and to affid him in punifhing the Liegeois for 
the infults offered to him, as well as to ail the royal family of France, in the perfon 
of the bifhop of Liege, who was brother to the duke of Bourbon ? The king pro- 
mifed to accompany him, and to affid him in extirminating his ancient allies with 
. any number of troops which the duke fhould think requifke. Every obdacie to 

an accommodation being now removed, both princes fwore, on the crofs of Char- 
lemagne, which was called The Crofs ofViflory*, to fulfil the terms of the treaty. 

The treaty of Peronne was in fa& only a renewal of the treaty of Arras, with 
the addition of fuch articles of the treaty of Conflans as had not yet been fulfilled. 
The king, however, farther confented, by the prefent convention, that the duke 
of Burgundy fliould be at liberty to maintain any alliance which he had contracted 
with the king of England, provided only, that he (hould not afford any affiftance 
to that monarch in cafe he Ihould invade France ; he alfo releafed the duke from 
the obligation of homage for all the territories which had been ceded to him by 
the treaty of .Confians. In* cafe of any violation of the prefent treaty, on the 
part of the king, it. was ftipulated, that the duke of Burgundy fhould be abfolved 
from his oath of allegiance, and exempted from all the duties of vaffalage; and, 
that the princes who guaranteed the treaty, releafed from ail obligation to their 

# Philippe dc Conimifles, 

* 
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fovereign, fhould be at liberty to join the duke ; who on his fide confented, in 
cafe he Ihould fail to fulfil his engagement, that all his dominions ihould be con* 
fifcated and annexed to the crown. 

The appanage of prince Charles, brother to the king, was fettled at the fame 
time, Lewis confidered it as a fingular favour, that the duke of Burgundy no 
longer infifted on the ceffion of Normandy, but contented himfelf with demand- 
ing for his friend the provinces of Champagne and Brie. The fatt is, that 
the duke had been led to change his mind in this refpeft, from the recent con- 
dud of his ally, the duke of Brittany, in being frightened into a treaty with 
out waiting for his afliflance. He was aware that the king would always be able 
to recover Normandy with the fame facility, and that it would not be poflible for 
him to prevent it. This confideration induced him to believe, that it would be 
more advantageous to him to procure for the prince the provinces of Champagne 
snd Brie, v/hich would fecure him a communication between his dominions in the 
Low Countries, and his duchy of Burgundy. This matter being fettled, the 
treaty was fent to prince Charles, and the duke of Brittany, in order to obtain 
their acceffion to fuch articles as concerned themfelves. 

Lewis and Charles now began their march to Liege; and, as that town was 
faid to be in no condition to ftand a fiege, it was propofed, in a council of w r ar, 
to difmifs a part of the troops. Lewis fupported the propofal, but it was re- 
jected by the duke; and the event proved the wifdom of his conduct. The 
Liegeois having received intelligence of the king's detention, and its confequences, 
became fenfible of their error, when too late to repair it. They now law them- 
felves expofed to the rage of a prince whom they had offended beyond all hopes 
of forgivenefs, by a repetition of injuries the moft grofs, and by perpetual vio- 
lations of treaties the moft folemn. In this emergency they had recourfe to their 
biihop, whom they releafed from captivity, on condition of becoming their media- 
tor with the duke of Burgundy. As their reconciliation was cemented by intereft, 
its fincerity cannot be doubted ; for, if the town was drftroyed, the prelate muft • 
iofe all he poffeffed. 

But all the prayers and folicitations of the bifhop were fternly rejected by 
Charles, who had determined to inflift an exemplary vengeance on that ferocious 
and turbulent people. The fituation of the Liegeois had now become clefperate : 
Tiopelefs of affiftance; deftitute of regular troops; and even unprovided with 
fortifications, they had no other refource but what their own courage could 
fupply. Their whole garrifon confifted of fix hundred militia, from the diftri€t 
of Franchemont, a final! country in the territory of Liege. With thefe forces 
they refolved to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. This refolution, indeed, 

■was the effeft of neceffity ; for they could expeft no quarter, lince they knew that 
the duke had made a vow to exterminate them. 

The marefchal of Burgundy, who commanded the advanced guard, had ef- 
tabliflied his quarters in one of the fuburbs, where he was attacked by the Liegeois., 

who made a fally, under the conduct of John Wild* provoft of the city, and 
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rufhed on the Burgudians with fuch refiftlefs impetuofity, that they bore down, 
all before them : after killing eight hundred, and " putting the infantry to flight, 
Wild retreated in good order, and died, two days after, of the wounds he re- 
ceived in the aftion. The death of this brave man, the only perfon in the 
town who was capable of acting as a commander, proved an irreparable lofs to 
the Liegeois. 

The news of this check, of which an exaggerated account was conveyed to 
the duke of Burgundy at Namur, induced that prince to haften his march. The 
ieafon was far advanced ; the weather was extremely cold ; the autumnal rains 
had rendered the roads almoft impaffable, and the troops were encamped in the 
environs of the city, on a marfhy ground, where they were compelled, in fome 
places, to make a circuit of three leagues, in order to keep up the communication 
between the different polls. The troops were exhaufted with fatigue, and in want 
of provifion, fo that the duke of Burgundy was almoft as unable to form a fiege, 
as the Liegeois were to fuflain one. On the firft night after his arrival, that 
prince was attacked in the fuburbs where he had fixed his refidenee ; and though 
he defended himfelf with great valour, he would have had fome difficulty ia 
repulfing the enemy, but for the timely arrival of the king, who haftened to- 
his affiftance with three hundred men at arms, and the archers belonging to * 
his guards, which were the. only troops he had been fuffered to bring, with 
him. 

The day after this a&ion, Lewis took pofleffion of a fniall houfe in the fupurbs, . 
which was only feperated from the duke's quarters by a barn, where three hun- 
dred Burgundian men at arms were pofted, at once to watch the enemy and the* 
king. The two princes, though apparently reconciled, were Hill miftruftful of 
each other; Lewis was apprehtnfive, that if the Liegeois fhould prove victorious, 
the duke would wreak his vengence upon him; and Charles was afraid that the king * 
would take an opportunity to efcape, or, perhaps attack him in the rear while he 
was fighting the enemy. Thefe mutual fufpicions ocafioned the affauit to be delayed,, . 
although, the. fevcrity of. the feafon called for the moft fpeedy and decifive ; 
meafures. 

Meanwile the inhabitants of Leige, conceiving it impoflible to prevent die de-- 
flruftion of the town, were careful to provide for their perfonal fafety by a timely ' 
departure. Eight days paffed in trifling fkirmifhes, which only tended to fatigue : 
the troops, who, , with the duke, remained under arms during the whole time. At 
length Charles in opppfiton to the king's advice, refolved to make a general affauit; 
and the army had orders to reft that day, and to be in readinefs to commence the • 
attack the next morning at eight o'clock. The Liegeois having received advice of 
this refolution, determined to anticipate the attack and to profit by that interval of 
yepofe to execute a plan, which notwithftanding its temerity had nearly been jufO- 
fied by its fuccefs. In the midle of the night, the fix hundred militia, all that now: 

remained to defend the place, men of intrepid fouls, refolved to conquer or to dtz?? 
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fallied forth from the town, with intent to feize the perfons of the king and the duke 
of Burgandy. The landlords of the - two houfes in which thofe princes were 
quartered, ferved them for guides ; the night was extremely dark, and as they 
marched through a hollow way, cut out of a rock, which led from the town to 
the fuburb, they paffed unperceived, and, after they had maffacred a few centi* 
nels, by whom they were challenged, they arrived at the appointed place, where 
the mo ft perfect filence and fecurity prevailed. They muft infallibly have fucceed- 
ed in their attempt, if they had not flopped at a tent which was occupied by 
the count of Perche, fon to the duke of Alen^n. They foon became fenfible 
of their error, but it was too late to repair it; the critical moment was 
paftj the noife they made had fpread the alarm; and the three hundred men 
at arms, who were pofted in the barn, were prepared to receive them. The 
Liegeois ftill loft more time, in attempting to force thefe troops ; and when they 
came to attack the two houfes, the king and the duke of Burgundy, whom a 
quarter of an hour before they might have furprifed in their beds were armed, and 
in a condition to fuftain the firft fhock, and to defend themfelves till their troops 
fhould come to their relief. On one fide, defpair at having fufFered fo glorious 
an opportunity to efcape, and the greatnefs of the danger on the other, rendered 
the combat dreadful ; and for fome minutes the vi&ory was doubtful. As Lewis 
and Charles had only a part of the guards with them, all they could do was to pre- 
vent the enemy from forcing their apartments. Even this was a matter of extreme 
difficulty, and, in fpite of their utmoft exertions, the landlord of the houfe 

•where Lewis was quartered, burft open the door, and made his way to the king's 
chamber, where he was killed : the monarch, on this occafion, difplayed great 
perfonal courage, and being ably feconded by the archers of his Scotch guards, he 
drove the enemy back ; while the duke of Burgundy was equally fuccefsful on 
his part. The found of arms, the uncertainty whence the danger proceeded, or 
who was the enemy ; the repeated cries of u Long live the king ; long live the duke 
" of Burgundy ! kill^ kill!" the darknefs of the night, all tended to encreafe the 
confufion of this dreadful fcene. The Liegeois, now certain of being defeated, 
fought like men in defpair, nor did they fh rink from the unequal conteft, till 
every one of them was maffacred. The king and the duke of Burgundy met 
• fword in hand in the middle of the ftreet, at the head of their refpettive guards; 
the fufpicions which each had entertained of the other, as being the author of 
this unexpected attack, now vanifhed, and, after reciprocal congratulations on 

their happy efcape, they parted with mutual fatisfa&ion. 

The duke immediately called a council, in which it was determined to make a 
general affauit at the appointed time. The king, who had not been prefent when 
this refolution was adopted, fpared no pains to dilfuade the duke from put- 
ting it in force, as well from the wilh to procure favourable terms for a people 
whom he was the means of bringing into their prefent perilous fituation, 
as from the dread that Charles might make him anfwerable for the confepuence?, 

fliould he fail in his attempt. But the remonftrances which the duke's principal 
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confidents, who 



the fubje& 



received, that they were not tempted to renew them ; Charles obferved, tha 
nothing fhould engage him to defer his attack on a town that had neither gates 
nor walls ; that fuch advice could only be the efleft of ill-timed fear, or of a 
defign formed to betray him ; that the king, however, was at liberty to retire to 



When 



ported to Lewis, he replied, " That he would not go to Namur, but remain 
" where he was, to (hare the dangers of the day." 

While the duke was employed in adopting fuch meafures as he thought re- 

quifite to enfure fuccefs to his plan, fuch of the Liegeois as had not fled haftened 
to leave the town, taking with them as many of their eflfedts as they were able to 
carry. In fhort, none were left behind, but old men, women and children, and 
thofe whom extreme indigence had rendered;, in a manner, infenfible to the 
general mifery. That fuperb city, which but a few months before had refounded- 
with the rude clamours of fedition, was now buried, as it were, in conflerna- 
tion and filence. When the troops advanced to the attack, they met with none^ 
to oppofe them; the wretched inhabitants who ftill remained in the town had fled 
for fhelter to the churches ; vainly imagining to obtain^ from the facrednefs of" 
the place, fecurity againft the brutal attempts of a licentious foldiery^ 

The town was refigned to pillage;, every diforder that ufually occurs on fuch ■ 
occafions was committed ; every fpecies of violence which the imagination cair. 
conceive was pra&ifed. Lewis, from the windows of the epifcopal palace, whither 
he had retired, beheld the horrid fcenc of defolation ; while his ears were alfailed 
by the groans of murdered age, and the fcreams of violated chaftity. Confcious, as 
he muft be, that he was the principal author of thefc calamities, his mind, unlefs 
he were callous to the common feelings of human nature;, muft have been a prey 
to refleftions the mofi horrid ; but, faithful to his maxims of; policy, he con- 
cealed his fhame and remorfe beneath an appearance of ferenity , of which no 
one was the dupe. He dined with the utmoft tranquillity during the tumult, and 
expreffed the greatefl fatisfa&ion at the fuccefs of the day. He launched out 
into the moft extravagent commendations of the duke of Burgundy's wifdom and 
prowefs; and, lelt they fhould not be faithfully reported to Charles,, he took care 

to repeat them in his prefence. ^ 

A few days after the redu&ion of Lege, the king ventured to afk permiflion to- 
retire ; telling the duke, that if he had any farther occafion for him, he begged* 
he might not be fpared, but that if that was not, the cafe,, he fhould wifh to go to 
Paris, in order to regifter their late convention in the court of parliament. He 
expreffed a wifh, at the fame time, that they might meet again the following fum- 
mer in Burgundy, and pafs.a month together, faifant bonne ch ere. ^ Charles* how- 
ever, was not to be deceived by thefe demonftrations of friendfhip; Commines, 
who was prefent, fays, that he had frequent ftarts of ill-humour, and could feldorn^ 
refrain from murmuring; yet he complied with the king's requeft, contenting him-- 
felf with ordering the treaty of Peronne to be again read to him before his depart 

3P3 
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ture, and with making him again fwear to obferve it. The duke accompanied the 
Icing to fome diftance from Liege, and when they parted, Lewis enquired of Charles 
what conduct he expected him to obferve, if his brother fliould not be fatisfied with 
the counties of Champagne and Brie ? " In that cafe," replied the duke," Ifhall 
cc leave you to fettle the matter by yourfelves, provided, however, that you find 
" the means of contenting your brother j" an important anfwer, which fupplied 
the king with a pretext for eluding the execution of promifes : but the duke, 
intent on higher fchemes, difdained fuch vain fubtilties, convinced of his own 
ability to make his rival true to his word. 

Soon after the king's departure, the duke of Burgundy ordered the city of 
Liege to be demolifhed, excepting only, from the general ruin, the churches, and 
the houfes belonging to the clergy. He then entered the diftrift of Franchimont, 
and laid wafte the whole country. 

Lewis, meanwhile, continued his march, with incredible rapidity, to the fron- 
tiers of his own dominions. The deputies from the parliament, and the other 

fovereign courts, had received orders to meet him at Senlis, where the treaty he 
had concluded with the duke of Burgundy, was read to them by cardinal Balue ; 
and, in order to avoid all remonflrance on the fubjeft, he ftriftly enjoined them 
to regifter it without reftri&ion, and in the mod authentic manner*. This ap- 
pearance of honour proceeded from the influence of (hamej he wifhed to bury in 

oblivion the late tranfa&ion at Peronne, and could not fupport the idea of be- 
coming, from his own folly and imprudence, an object of public derifion. The 

magiftrates did not oppofe his will, though they delayed to regifter the treaty for 
upwards of four months. The proclamation of peace was followed by an ordi- 
nance, forbidding all perfons, under the fevereft penalties, to utter or publifli 

any thing injurious to the honour of the duke of Burgundy. 

So truly afhamed was Lewis, at this period, of having become a dupe to his 
own arts, that he could not prevail upon himfelf to vifit the metropolis, with the 
volatile and inconftant difpofition of whofe inhabitants he was perfe&ly acquaint- 
ed ; though, in the prefent inftance, he probably dreaded their propensity to 
ridicule more than their promptnefs to revolt. Whether from a wifh to divert 
the attention of the Parifians to other bbje&s, or from a whimfical curiofity to 
be informed of any jokes that might efcape them, he ordered all their houfes to . 
be fearched, and all magpies, jays, and other birds, which Ihould be found 
there, to be feized ; and the perfon who was employed to execute this ridiculous 
commiffion, had orders to regifter the names of the citizens, to whom the birds 
belonged, as well as the words which they had been taught to repeat. Some 
days after this fingular feizure, he ifTued a prolcription againft the flags, fawns, 
and cranes, which the citizens ufed to train up in their houfes, as domeftic 
animals!. 

* 

1 

<3f Villaret. 

{ Villaret, tom. xvii, p. 319.— Mezeray, torn. p. 452 — This laft author is of opinion, that fome 
Pariiian had taught his parrot' to fay, "Peronne," which induced the king to adopt this ftrange 
mode of checking their raillery. 
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A. D. 1469] Though Lewis expreffed his readinefs to comply v/ith that ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Peronne, which had ftipulated for the ceffion of Champagne 
and Brie to his brother , he fecretly adopted every meafure which could feem to 
render it illufive ; his agents found little difficulty to {hake the refolution of 
prince Charles, whofe^young mind was ftill fufceptible of any impreffions which 
his friends and confidents might feek to give it. The Lord of Lefcun, who 
afterwards enjoyed the title of count of Comminges, was his principal advifer. 

This nobleman, being bribed by the Icing, reprefented to his matter, that as he 

was the prefumptive heir to the throne, Lewis having yet no male child, it was 
his intereft to refift every effort that could tend to weaken the power, and curtail 
the influence of the crown ; and Charles, perplexed by arguments more fpecious 
than folid, was eafily prevailed on to renounce all claims to the ceded provinces* 
and to accept, in lieu of them, the duchy of Guienne. As foon as the duke 
of Burgundy was apprifed of this negociation, he exerted himfelf with vigour 
to impede its conclusion. With this view he fent ambaffadors to Brittany, who 
reprefented to the prince, that the proximity of the Low Countries to Cham- 
pagne would, at all times, enable him to receive afliftance, fhould his brother be 
induced, as heretofore, to give him difturbance ; whereas, by accepting, as his 
appanage, a province that was diftant from the domains of his allies, he would 
effectually deprive himfelf of every refource. ■ 

This affair engroffed the attention of the courts of France and Burgundy for 
for fome time. The king maintained, that fo long as his brother fhould remain 
in the power of his enemies, it would not be poflible for him to enjoy one mo- 
ment of repofe ; but while he was congratulating himfelf on the fuccefs of his 

efforts to detach the prince from their interefts, he detected an intrigue, the ob-' 

jeft of which was the deflru&ion of all his plans. This incident amply confirms 
the obfervation we have before had occafion to make, that it is as much the inte- 
reft as it is the duty of fovereigns to let an example of candour and juftice to their 
iubje&s, and to be careful that, in the fele&ion of friends and minifters, purity 
of manners, redtitude of conduct, and integrity of mind, combine to juftify their 
choice. The artful and hypocritical difpofition of Lewis had rendered perfidy 
and deceit the faflnonable vices of the court. Never were fo many traitors feen 
in France as appeared during his reign. Though fully convinced of the fuperio- 
rity of his penetration, never was prince fo often deceived .! He continually prof- 
tituted his favour to thofe who were unworthy to enjoy it, and raifed thofe to 
fplendour and truft, whom nature defigned to remain in perpetual obfcurity- 
Cardinal Balue was now his prime minifter and chief confident ; the management 
of affairs, both domeftic and foreign, was entrufted to him 5 and the king, fuf- 
picious as he was, and jealous of his authority, would rather follow the advice of 
that prelate, than liften to the perfuafions of the princes of. his blood, or of his 
moft faithful fervants. Th£ refult of this mifplaced confidence was fuch as might 
naturally have been expe&ed from a man defiitute of principle, and .inured to 

■vice : his crimes, indeed, had firft recommended him to the notice of Lewis 5 
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and, as he was apprehenfive that the reconciliation of that monarch with his bro- 
ther ,« might effe£t a diminution of his own credit, he refolved to prevent it. He 
had engaged William d'Harancourt, bifhop of Verdun, who was attached to 
prince Charles, to fecond his defign. The king, who made a point of bribing 
all thofe who enjoyed his brother's confidence, fpared no pains to gain this pre- 
late to his inter efts ; and the bifhop accordingly promifed to comply with his 
' wifhes, though, at the fame time, he was engaged in afiifting the cardinal to coun- 
teract them. While the two aflbciates were flattering themfelves with the idea that 
their perfidious machinations would prove fuccefsful, and that their chara&ers 
and their fituation in life would exempt them from fufpicion, a fervant belonging 
to the bifhop of Verdun was flopped with a packet of letters from cardinal Balue. 
Among thefe letters, written by the cardinal himfelf, (according to Commines) 
was one dire&ed to the king's brother, exhorting him to accept no other appa- 
nage than that which the duke of Burgundy had obtained for him by the peace of 
Peronne. This letter was probably intended to be forwarded by fome other per- 
fon, finceitis certain, that the mefienger, when he left Tours, did not take the 
road to Brittany, and that he had other letters with him, addrefed to the duke of 
Burgundy, in which the duke was informed, that prince Charles was on the point 
of concluding an accommodation with his brother ; that the king had figned a 
treaty with England and the duke of Brittany, merely with the view of directing 
his hofiile operations againft Flanders ; and that if the duke wiflied to avert the 
danger with which he was threatened, he had no time to lofe. He was advifed to 
fortify his towns in Picardy, to perfuade the king's brother to retire to the Low 
Countries, and then openly to infift on the full execution of the treaty of Peron- 
ne. He was affured, that, by the adoption of thefe meafures, he would be ena- 
bled to impofe fuch terms as he might chufe to prefcribe ; that the time was fa- 



for 



and Ar- 



magnac were only waiting for a proper opportunity to declare themfelves; that 
the duke of Bourbon's loyalty was of a doubtful complexion, and that nothing 
would be more eafy than to gain the conftable. That nothing might be left unno- 
ticed which could tend to irritate the duke of Burgundy, Balue gave him an ac- 
count of all the attacks which the king made on his honour, affirming, that not a 
day paffed but Lewis reproached him with the commiflion of fome grofs fault, or 
fome flagrant crime. 

The mefienger was conduced to Amboife, where the court then refided, and 
the letters were delivered to Lewis, the violence of whofe indignation may be con- 
ceived from the nature of the offence. The two minifters were immediately fum- 
moned to attend him, and they accordingly made their appearance with an air of 
confidence, that guilt, from long habit and impunity, is too apt to aflume. But 
all their impudence forfook them as foon as the proofs of their crime were exhi- 
bited to their fight. The culprits were firft taken to Tours, and from thence 
were conveyed to the caftle of Montbazon, where they were committed to the 



of Joha d'Eftouteville, lord of 



fufpetted of being: 
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accomplices in their crime, or as were fuppofed to be able to throw any light on 
the fubjeft, were likcwife apprehended. Commiffioncrs, prefided by the chan- 
cellor, were appointed to try them. The bifhop of Verdun, in the hope of 
moving the king to mercy, confefled his guilt ; but cardinal Balue perfifted for 
fome time in his denial of the crimes that were laid to his charge, but finding the 
proofs too ftrong to be refifted, he at length confented to make a confeflion, on 
condition that he Ihould obtain a pardon. This the king promifed, but without 
any intention of keeping his word. 

.Balue acknowledged, that all the letters and memorials which had been inter- 
cepted, were written by him. His wretched ambition had led him to break 
through all ties of honour and honefty,in order to maintain the credit he had ac- 
quired. By him the duke of Burgundy had been informed of all the fecrets of go- 
vernment ; he had adopted every planjwhich his fagacity could devife for perpe- 
tuating the difputes between prince Charles and his brother, for encreafmg the 
hatred which fubfiftud between the king and the duke of Burgundy, and for ex- 
tending the power of the latter, in order to render his own fervices neceffary to 
Lewis, and by that means to fecure his continuance in office. He had encoura- 
ged the king to attend the fatal interview at Peronne, in order that the enmity be- 
tween the two princes might become irreconcilable. He forefaw the confequen- 
ces of that interview*, and he drew up the difhonourable treaty to which it gave 
rife. He, too, was the man who advifed the duke of Burgundy to accept the 
king's propofai to accompany him to Liege, and to make him adhere to it> in or- 
der that he might affift in the definition of his own allies. 

Crimes of this magnitude were certainly deferving of the fevered punifhment, 
but the interference of the pope faved the lives of the culprits, who were confined 
in two iron cages, eight feet fquaref, which they had themfelves invented. After 
a captivity vof twelve years they both obtained their liberty, and the cardinal was 
even reinftated in the biihoprick of Angers, and in fome other of his church pre- 
ferments* 

Soon after the detection of this plot, the king concluded the negociation with 
his brother, who, at length, was prevailed on to accept the duchy of Guienne, 
and to refign all pretenfions to the more important provinces of Champagne and 
Brie. But before prince Charles left Brittany, he figned a private treaty with the 
duke, of which the king received immediate information, although he concealed 
his knowledge of it. 

The two brothers were fo miftruftful af each other's integrity, that precautions 

w 

# Villaret. 

f One of thefe iron cages which has preferved the appellation of Cage Balue, is ftill tobefeen at 
the caftle of Loches. Thefe horrid places of confinement were much in vogue during the reign of 
Lewis the Eleventh. That monarch caufed a vaulted dungeon to be conftrufted at the caftle of Plef- 
fis-les-Tours, immediately under his own ftudy, fo that he could diftin&ly hear the groans and com- 
plaints of the wretched prifoners. This dreadful abode of raifery was provided with an iron door, 
^nd the aperture for the admtffion of light and air was extremely fmall. The dungeon fnbfifted jfo 
late as the middle of the prefent century, Nouvelks Observations fur FHiftoire de France* 
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the moft extraordinary were deemed requifite to provide againft he machinations of 
treachery and fraud. The crofs of Saint Lo,a&cred relic, holden in the higheft eftima- 
tion, and to which the fuperftitious terrors of the age had attached the power of in- 
flitting death, within the year, on any one who, after having invoked it to fanttion 
an oath, fhould be guilty of perjury, was conveyed, with great folemniny, by two 
priefts, from Angers to the epifcopal palace at Xaintes ; where the duke of Guienne 
fwore by it, in prefence of the count of Dammartin, and others of the French nobi- 
lity, never to make, him/elf, nor to confent to the making by others , any attempt on the 
liberty or life of his brother, king Lewis * : he farther engaged never to liften to 
any propofal conconcerning his marriage with the princefs Mary, daughter to the 
duke of Burgundy, without the exprefs and free confent of his brother. Lewis, 
by impofing this laft condition on Charles, exatted from that prince a degree of 
fubmiffion, which, when dauphin, he himfelf had refufed to pay to his father j 
though, it is certain, that the confequences to be dreaded from inch an alliance 
juftified his interpofition, in the prefent inftance. 

After this agreement had taken place, the king propofed an interview with his 
brother ; for which purpofe he caufed a bridge to be conftrutted over the river 
Bron, near the cattle of Charon j in the center whereof a lofy barrier was erefted, 
with a grated window. Thither the king repaired, attended only by the duke of 
Bourbon ; the lord of Bueil ; Charles d.e Crufibl, fenefchal of Poitou, and nine 
other perfons, all unarmed. His guard confifted only of four Scotch archers, 
without their bows and quivers. The reft of his troops, to the number of four 
thoufand, were ftationed at the diftance of a mile from the bridge : the retinue 
of prince Charles was equally flender ; he was welcomed, by Lewis, with pro- 

fefEons of efteem and fraternal affettion, but all his folicitations for permiffion to 
pafs the barrier, were firmly rejetted by the fufpieious monarch. The next day, 
however, they had a fecond interview, in which none of thofe precautions were 
obferved. It paffed, like the firft, in abjett fupplications for pardon, on the one 
fide, and tHewarmeft testimonies of friendfhip and attachment on the other. 

Prince Charles now vifited his new apanage, and could not forbear exprefling. 
his difpleafure at the limits which his brother had affigned to the duchy of Gui- 
enne ; he found himfelf furrounded,, on all fides, by ftrong fortreffes, which, 
though properly belonging to the province, the king had referved for himfelf y 
the towns which had been ceded to him had, after the expulfion of the Englifh, 
obtained fuch confiderable privileges, that the revenue of the duchy was reduced 
almoft to nothing j Lewis, too, had taken from the prince the direct homage of 
the counts of Foix, Armagnac, and Albret, who had always holden immediately 
of the dukes of Guienne. By this new arrangement, the prince was deprived ofe 
Ms moft powerful valfals, atvdhis revenues were rendered inefficient for the pro- 
per fupport of his rank and confequence, fa that he was wholly expofed to the/ 
siercy of, the king, who might, whenever he chofe, defpoil him of his apanage* . 

+ 

Villaret, .torn. xvii. p ? 34-2* 
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The complaints preferred by the prince, on this occafion, greatly embarraffed 
the king, who was determined to make no conceffion which might prove a fource 
of anxiety tohimfelf, and who yet perceived the neceflity of fatisfying his bro- 
ther*. In order to accomplifli this objed:, he conferred fome farther favours on 
Charles, which, while they wore an appearance of liberality, could not fail to 
render odious the perfon who received them, fince he mud infallibly be fufpe&ed 
of having folicited them. Lewis ceded to his brother the county of Soule, and 

the town of Mauleon, which were in poffelTion of the count of Foix ; the dif- 
trifts of Verdun and Riviere, .with the county of Gaure, which he detached from 
the province of Languedoc ; the fovereignty of the counties of Eftrac, Perdriac, 
and Bigorre ; and, in order to increafe the duke's revenue, he revoked the privi- 
leges which had been granted to the different towns in Guienne, and refigned 
them to him in the fame ftate in which they were under the domination of the 
Englifli. In return for thefe concelhons, he exacted from his brother a formal re- 
nunciation not only of all his pretentions to the Limoufm, Angoumois, and Poi- 
tou, but likewife to the homage of the counts of Foix, Armagnac, and Albret j 
promifmg, at the fame time, that if his future condudt was fuch as he ffiould ap- 
prove, he might depend on feeling, in a (till more extenfive degree, the effe&s 
of his liberality. The young prince, moved by thefe fpecious profeffions, pro- 
mifed all he defired, and fecmed refolved to deferve his confidence and efteem. 

But the principal difficulty was yet to be removed ; Lewis had no male child ; 
his brother, who was prefumtive heir to the throne, was of a proper age to be 
married, and the malecontents had urged him to caft his eyes on the only daugh- 
ter of the duke of Burgundy. From this, however, he had been deterred, by the 
interpofition of Lewis, who now flattered him with the profped of obtaining the 
crown of Caftile f. Henry the Impotent, the prefent king of Caftiie, had only 
one daughter, whofe title to the crown no one could have difputed, if the legiti- 
macy of her birth had not been expofed to ferious doubts. It was reported, that 
Henry, who had, by excefs of debauchery, deftroyed his own powers of gene- 
ration, anxious to have an heir, had introduced one of his favourites into the 
queen's bed, and that the princefs Jane was the offspring of that infamous con- 
nection. This report obtained fuch general credit, that the dates of the king- 
dom made no fcruple, even during the king's life, to declare his filler ifabella 
fole heirefs to the crown of Cattle. From that moment the hand of Ifabella was 
eagerly courted by various princes ; but Ferdinand, only fon to the king of Arra- 
gon, was preferred to the reft by the princefs and her partifans ; though her bro* 
ther Henry fpared no pains to prevent an union with a prince, who, he feared,, 
might become a too formidable neighbour. Affairs were in this fituation, whea 
Lewis fent the cardinal of A)bi to Madrid, to propofe the marriage of the duke 
of Guienne with one of the two princeffes* He had orders firft to alk the hand 
of Ifabella, but if his fuit were rejefted, to conclude an alliance with Jane j only 

* Hifloire de Languedoc, par Dom Vaiffette — Preuves des Memoirs de Commlnes* 

I Manufcr. de Le Grand— Ferreras, Hiftory of Spain. 
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exacting from her father a promife, that he would publicly acknowledge her for 
his daughter and heirefs. Henry liflened to the ambaflador's propofals, without 
betraying any difpleafure at the preference that was given to his filler over his 
daughter ; and he permitted the cardinal to apply to Ifabelja for her confent to 
the marriage. The princefs, however, who had retired to Madrigal, where her 

partifans were affembled, not only rejefted the propofals of the French ambafla- 
dor, but, in difobedience to the orders of her brother, celebrated her marriage 

with Ferdinand, The cardinal then proceeded, in compliance with his infrac- 
tions, to demand the hand of jane, and to exaft from Henry a public acknow- 
ledgment of her legitimacy ; with which demands the Caftilian monarch chear- 
fully complied. 

This embaffy alarmed the enemies of Lewis; and the duke of Burgundy, aware 
of the importance of interrupting that harmony which feemed to fubfifi between the 
two brothers, preffed the duke of Guienne to accept the hand of his daughter ; 
though he by no means intended to beftow it on him*. Lewis, who had fpies in all 
the neighbouring courts, was foon apprized of the duke of Burgundy's intentions; 
and as he knew the mind of his brother to be weak and irrefolute, he immediately 

difpatched de Bueil, du Bouchag, and Doriole to remonftrate with him on the im- 
propriety of confiding in the promifes of a prince who under the fpecious malk of 
friendfhip, endeavoured to difmember the monarchy, and probaly hoped to get pof- 
fefiion of the throne. Soon, after this, the count of Saint Paul, brother to the 
conftable, and the lord of Remiremont, arrived at the court of the duke of Guienne., 
as ambafladors from the duke of Burgundy. They complimented the prince on 
the acquifition of his new appanage, and enquired whether the king had fulfilled 
all the conditions of the treaty of Peronne j~they then complained of certain reports 
which had been propagated to the prejudice of their matter, accufing him of having 
been defirous to feeure the king's perfon for a time, in order to have a favourable 
opportunity for deftroying his brother* They obferved, that the duke's conduft 
fet him too far above imputations of that nature, to permit him to believe that he 
flood in need of juftificaton j all his actions tended to demonftrate, that he . had 
ever had the interefts of the prince, his ally, more at heart than his own ; and in 
order to prove, they faid, the warmth of his friendlhip, in a manner more unequi- 
vocal, their matter had fent him the order of the Golden Fleece, with an offer of 
his daugther's hand, and the liberty of fixing the terms on which their alliance 
Ihould be cbntra&ed* 

The duke of Guienne, after he had privately conferred with his brother's ambaf- 
fadors, on the fubjett of thefe propofals, replied to the count of Saint Paul and the 
lord of Remiremont, that he was highly obliged to his coufin, the duke of Bur 
gundy, for this new mark of attention ; that having met with nothing that fuited 
him in the different treaties which had been made for fettling his apanage, he had 
accepted the duchy of Guienne, where he lived contented ; that the reports of 
which the. duke complained had never reached his ears, and, he was convinced^ 

■& Manufcr.. de le Grand — Cabinet de. Louis XI*. 
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they were wholly undeferving of attention; that having been honoured by his 
brother with the collar of the order of Saint Michael, he neither would nor could 
wear any other ; that he was fully fenfible of the advantages of the propofed al- 
liance, but that he could not contraft an engagement of that nature without the 
king's confgjit ; that he was refolved, in future, to be the friend of his friends, 
and the enemy of his enemies ; and not doubting that the duke of Burgundy en- 
tertained the fame fentiments, he fhould certainly preferve his friendfhip for him. 

This anfwer, fo far from being fatisfattory in itfelf, was followed by a circum- 

fiance, which feemed to promife an open rupture : the duke of Guienne, when 
the Burgundian ambaffadors took their leave, negletted to make them the ufual 
prefents. Lewis triumphed at this circumftance, and his joy encreafed when he 
learnt that his brother was coming to pay him a friendly vifit. The queen, the 
duchefs of Bourbon and her daughter, with every perfon of diftin&ion then at 
court, went forth to meet the duke ; the king loaded him wirh careffes, and dur- 
ing the whole time that he remained at court, Lewis paid all the expences of his 
houfehold, and made confiderable prefents to his officers ; Garnicr remarks*, 
that he did not even forget bis wafoerwoman, to whom he gave fifty crowns. Per- 
haps flie was handfome, and might therefore be fuppofed to pofTefs fome influence 
-over the mind of her matter. 

In the mid ft of amufements, Lewis never loll fight of bufmefs ; he now re- 
folved to profit by the favourable difpofition of his brother, to intereft him in the 
ie-efiabliihment of the fovereign authority, in the fouthern provinces!. Gafcony 
was, at this time, divided between feveral potent vaflals, 'whofe fituation, at the 
extremity of the kingdom, joined to the calamities of former reigns, had ren- 
dered them almoft independent of the crown. At the head of the moft feditious 
-of thefe were the princes of Armagnac. John the Fifth, chief of this illuftrious 
houfe, the moft ancient in Europe, had excited the public indignation by revolt- 
ing againft his fovereign ; by his marriage with his own fifter, and by the depre- 
dations and other a£ts of violence which he continually committed on his neigh- 
bours ; he kept a (landing army, and being unable to fupport them by other 
means, he fuffered them to commit what devaftations they chofe on the furround- 
ing country. While the king was in confinement at Peronne, he had fecretly en- 
deavoured to perfuade the Englifh monarch to attempt the recovery of Guienne* 
offering to admit him into all the towns in his poffefiion, and to join the Englifh 
with fifteen thoufand difciplined troops ; but having failed in his efforts to ftimulate 
Edward to this enterprife, he had maintained a criminal correfpondence with the 
enemies of the ftate, and fomented new diforders in the interior parts of the king- 
dom. Lewis, apprifed of thefe attempts, but unable, at the time, to apply an 
effettual ;remedy, offered the count ten thoufand livres to difmifs his troops. The 
count took the money, hut kept his men* This conduft roufed the king's refent- 
siient, and he had now an additional caufe for anxiety; he was afraid that the 

* Hiftoire de France, torn. xvn. p. 361. t Manufcr. rfule Grand— Hift- tie Languedoc, par 
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count of Armagnac, notwithflanding the precautions he had taken to prevent 
him, would have art enough to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of the duke 
of Guienne, by chufing, him for his Lord Paramount, and would, by that means, 
fooner or later, excite him to revolt. Lewis, while he carefully concealed this 
laft fubjett of apprehenfion from his brother, reprefented to him ot what confe- 
quence it was to the good order and tranquillity of the ftate, not to fuller fuch at- 
tempts to pafs with impunity ; and, for the purpofe of engaging him to fecond 
his views, he promifed to augment his appanage with the fpoils of the culprit. 
He then fent the count of Dammartin, with a ftrong body" of forces, to exe- 
cute his orders, after inverting him with more ample powers than ever were 
eutrufted by a monarch to a fubjeft. Dammartin was authorifed to receive 
informations againft the rebel and all his accomplices; to confifcate their property; 
to prohibit the count of Foix, the lord of Albret, and the duke of Nemours, 
from railing troops, in future, without an exprefs commiffion from the king : 
in fhort, he was empowered to difpofe, at his pleafure, of the eftates and efFe&s 
of the parties accufed ; to punifh, pardon, or reward. The king promifed to 
ratify all the proceedings of his general. 

At the approach of a formidable army, commanded by an experienced cap- 
tain, the count of Armagnac loft his courage, and only thought of providing for 
his own perfonal fafety, by retiring into the territories of his ally, the king of 
Arragon. The garrifons and inhabitants of the different towns, finding them- . 
felves forfaken, only refilled long enough to fecure their pardon and the preferva- 
iion offth* ir privileges, fo that Lewis, in a very fliort time, and without bloodfhed, 
obtained pofieflion of the whole country. 

By the count of Armagnac's precipitate flight, the duke of Nemours was left 
to fuftain the whole weight of the monarch's refentment. This nobleman, foil 
to Bernard &' Armagnac, governor to Lewis, had been brought up with the king, 
and was long honoured with his favour : he had even been created duke and 
peer of France, an honour which was, in thofe days, confined to the princes of 
the blood. But thefe marks of friendihip having proved inefficient to fecure 

his attachment, he had ftood forward as one of the mod zealous promoters of 
the league for the public good. Surrounded in the Bourbonnois, and reduced 
to the neceflity of negociating with the king, he had fworn, on the crofs of 
Charlemagne, to obferve an inviolable fidelity towards him ; yet, in violation 
©f his oath, he had joined the army of the confederated princes at the fiege of 
Paris ; and at the councils, which were holden under the walls of the capital, he 
had ever advifed the reje&ion of all moderate meafures. Compelled to acquiefce 
in the treaty which put an end to that conteft, he had again fworn, on the Crown 
of Thorns, and all the facred relics contained, in the royal chapel, that nothing 
fhould, in future, induce him to fwerve from, his attachment to the king; and 

that, Ihould he ever be apprized of any plot againft his facred perfon, he would 
iiiftantly reveal it : this oath was no better obferved than the former. The duke. 
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had been an accomplice in all the a&s of violence committed by the count 
of Armagnac, the. head of his houfe ; and Lewis, enraged at fuch repeated 
inftances of perfidy, had caufed him to be declared guilty of high-treafon, and 
publicly proclaimed a traitor, Dammartin now advanced with his troops in 
order to enforce this fentence, while Nemours, juftly alarmed at his fituation,. 
employed the protection of thofe very men who had been fent to punifh him. He 
was allied to the houfe of Bourbon ; three of whole members, Gilbert de Bour- 
bon, dauphin of Auvergne; Peter de Bourbon, lord of Beaujeau ; and the baf- 
tard of Bourbon, admiral of France, were with the royal army : thefe powerful 
friends, who were joined by the count of Dammartin, fucceeded in their efforts 
to appeafe the king's indignation ; but while Lewis pardoned the pad offences of 
the duke, all poflible. care was taken to deprive him of the ability to renew 
them. 

It was ftipulated, that if at any future period he fhould violate the oath that 
was now exafted from him, he fhould be liable to be tried even for the crimes for 
which he had received a pardon ; that he fhould not avail himfelf of his privilege 
as a peer, but muft confent to be tried as a private individual j. that his land*, and 
lordfhips fhould be confifcated, and irrevocably united to the crown and, that 
all his officers, both civil and military, fhould fwear to obey him no longer 
than he himfelf fhould continue to pay proper obedience to his fovereign- Far- 
ther to enfure his fidelity, the king placed a garrifon of his own in moft of his- 
fortreffes, which the duke was compelled to maintain. While Dammartin was 
employed in reducing to obedience the refraftory vallate of the crown, the king 
ordered the parliament of Paris to proceed againfl the fugitive count of Armag- 
nac ; who was accordingly convicted of high treafon, and. all his progeny con- 
fifcated; but Lewis, faithlefs to his word, diflributed his eftates among the 
principal officers who had ferved in the expedition, and only affigned to. the. duke 
of Guienne the ftrong fortrcfs- of Le&oure, 

This firoke of authority, at a time when the king was fuppofed to be. rendered 
incapable of any exertion of vigour, excited the mofl ferious alarms at the court 
of Brittany*. That province was expofed, from its fituation,. to the danger of a 
fudden invafion, fimilar to that which had juft completed the ruin of the houfe 
of Armagnac; the duke, therefore, haflened to adopt fuch meafures as he deemed 
neceflary for his own defence. He ftrengthened the fortifications of his towns ; 
he applied for affiftance to England ; he fent ambaffadors to the duke. of Bur- 
gundy and he endeavoured to communicate a portion of his- own anxiety to 
all the neighbouri g powers. In.faft, Lewis would- certainly have treated him 
with as little ceremony as the count of Armagnac, had the reduftion of. Brittany 
been a matter of equal facility with the confifcation of that nobleman's territories 
but that not being the. cafe, he refolved to humble the prince he could not fubdue*- 

Hiiloire de Brctagne, par Lobineau.- 



494 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



* 

[1470 



As fome pretext, however, was neceflary for attacking him, he had recourfeto an 

expedient which no one but himfelf could have devifed; this was, to fend the 
duke the order of Saint-Michael (which Lewis had lately inftituted :) if he ac- 
cepted it, he muft bind himfelf to the king by new oaths, the execution of which 
he would immediately be called on . to fulfil ; and if he refilled it, his refufal 
H would be conftrued into an affront, for which the king would demand fatisfa&ion. 
Ambaffadors were accordingly difpatched to Brittany with the infidious offer : the 
duke, extremely furprifed, fuffered fome petulant exprefhons to efcape him ; but, 
on cool rcfleftion, he reje&ed the proffered mark of diftin&ion with firmneis and 
refpefl: : alledging, as the motive of bis refufal, that his unwillingnefs to contract 

an obligation, with the extent whereof he was unacquainted, had induced him 

to fubmit the ftatutes of the order of Saint-Michael to the examination of his 

council, who had found feveral of the articles — which he fpecified — to be in- 
compatible with his rank and privileges. 

Lewis did not flop to difcufs the validity of thefe obje&ions, but immediately 
caufed a report to be propagated of a projefted invafion of Normandy by the 
Euglifh ; and having colle&ed the troops of the neighbouring provinces, he ad- 
vanced to the frontiers of Brittany. The duke, perceiving his intentions, pre- 
pared to defend himfelf, and claimed the affiftance of his allies. The duke of 
Guienne reprefented to the king, that after the engagements he had con traded 
with die duke of Brittany, he could not abandon him without covering himfelf 
with fhame ; he, therefore,' exhorted him not to interrupt the harmony which 
prevailed in every part of his dominions, but to terminate, by a treaty, any dis- 
putes which might have arifen between him and the duke. This was all Lewis 
defired ; the French and Breton plenipotentiaries accordingly met at Angers, 
where a treaty was conclu 'ed, by which the duke of Brittany formally renounced 
every alliance which could tend to diflurb the tranquillity of the kingdom. Lewis 
infilled that all the Breton nobility fhould gurantee the treaty, in the hope of al- 
luring fome of them to enter into his fervice. Among thofe who took this 
ftep was the vifcount of Rohan, a young nobleman of the moft promifing 

abilities, who was afterwards fo much diiiinguiflied under the appellation of 
marefchal de Gie. 

A. D. 147c] Three days after the conclufion of the treaty of Angers, the 
duke of Brittany concluded another treaty, at Etampes, with the duke of Bur- 
gundy*. Lewis, however, felt no anxiety on this account, as he flattered him- 
ielf that he had efle&ually fecured the attachment of the lord of Lefcun, who 
governed Brittany, while the duke paffed his time in amorous dalliance with 
his fair miftrefs, Antoinette de Magnelais. 

The duke of Burgundy, however, continued to watch with attention all the 
motions of Lewis ; and that monarch, when he affembled his troops to attack the 
duke of Brittany, having fummoned feveral Burgundian nobles to ferve in perfon 

Preuves de PHiftoire de Bretagne. 
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in his army, under pain of lofing the fiefs which they enjoyed in France, Charles 
took that opportunity to fend an embalfy to the French court. His ambafladors, 
Crequi, Carondelet, and Murin, complained of the conduct of the king's officers, 
in demanding the perfonal attendance of the Burgundian nobility, as a manifeft 
violation of the treaty of Peronne ; and of the attack made by the king on 
the duke of Brittany, who was in fuch ftri£t alliance with the duke their 
■mailer, that their caufe was the fame. The king, they faid, could not plead ig- 
norance of that alliance, fince he had himfelf approved and confirmed it by 
the treaty of Peronne. On thde two points* therefore,, they demanded immediate 

and complete fatisfa&ion. 

Lewis, having heard their complaints, immediately difpatched Guy Pot, bai- 
liff of Vermandois ; William de Courcillon, and James Fournier, with his aiifwer 
to the duke. On their arrival at the Burgundian court, they declared to Gharles y 
that on a report being propagated of a projected invafion of Normandy by the 
Englilh, the king had iflued the ufual orders to his vaflals, without either fpeci- 
fyirig or excepting any perfon whatever; that neverthelefs, it had not been his 
intention to moleit the fubje&s of the duke ; and that he had juffc given, the molt 
pofitive orders to prevent any fuch moleftation* 

" As to what has pafled in Brittany," faid the ambaifador, " the king cannot: 
" conceive what objections you can ftart to his conduft. Has he injured the duke* 
" in any mann. r? Has 'he even threatened him ? The duke alarmed himfelf 
" without reafon ; he was, probably, difcontented. with fome of the claufes of 
the treaty of Ancenis, and therefore befought the king to conclude a new 
treaty. How did his majefty act on the occalion ? Although he knows that the: 
" duke is his fubjedt ; and that, after all, he is neither one of the fir ft. princes 
of the blood, nor one of the molt powerful vaffals of the crown,, yet he con- 
defcended to comply with his requefts, and to give him this new mark of his 
6% friendfhip. The treaty was concluded at Angers, i where every point was- 
<c fettled by mutual confent.. 

" After having thus anfwered your complaints,"' purfued the ambaflador^. 
<{ permit the king to afk.you, in his turn, What he ought to think of the warmth. 



with which you efpoufe the quarrels of, the duke of Brittany? What relation 
<€ have the duchies of Burgundy and Brittany to each other ? On what is this 
" ftrange union founded, and what can be its objed \ The king himfelf, you fay 



acknowledged its validity, by figning the treaty at Conflans : you certainly 
" know, that the king entered a proteft again ft that treay, which he declared null 
•* and abufive, as being the work of violence and rebellion* If,, notwithstanding; 
its invalidity, the king has (till inviolably fulfilled. every article which relates to 



** yourfelf, you muft regard his conduft, in this refpefb, as a flattering* diftindion 
" for which you ought to be obliged to him j. but which cannot, by any means,, 



authorife you to demand its obfervance in every point. Let us fuppofe, how. 
" ever, for a moment, that this treaty exifts in full force, and has not beer* 

u affeded by'fubfequent treaties j what advantage can you expett to derive. fromu 
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it? Though the duke of Brittany and yourfelf engaged mutually to affift 
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each other, yet both of you fwore allegiance and obedience to the king, 
6C your fovereign. Which or the two oaths ought to be mod refpe&ed ? One 
u is only an arbitrary convention, fubordinate to a firfl engagement ; while the 
otker is a facrcd duty, con: rafted at your birth, not to be difpenfed with on 
any account, nor to be limited by any other convention ; a duty, in fhort. in- 
herent in the domain, in the rank, and in the perfon. The nearer a fubjeft is 
placed to the throne, by his birth and dignities, the ftronger are the engage- 
* c ments which he contrafts with his fovereign : and what man in France has en- 
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" gagtments of more importnnce than the duke of Burgundy, a prince of the 
<c blood, and the firft peer of the realm ? 

" Recolleft your origin, prince, and the titles on which your greatnefs is 

founded, and you will then feel more fenfibly the whole extent of your duties; 

the air which you breathe, the rank which you enjoy, the power to which 
you have atained — you are indebted for them all to the monarchs of France. 
King John conferred the duchy of Burgundy on the founder of your family : 
" Charles the Wife obtained for him the heireis of Flanders ; and in order to 
* c facilitate the marriage, he generoufly ceded to him the towns of Douai, Lille, 
" and Orchies. Yet, notwithftanding thefe advantages, the dukes of Burgundy 
" never would have maintained the dignity to which they had been exalted, had 
cc not Charles the Sixth gone in perfon to fubdue the Flemifh rebels, and to 
re-eftablifli your grand-father in the poffeflion of his dominions. Services of 
fuch importance cannot be fo foon effaced from your memory ; but, were 
fi it neceffary to recall them to your mind, and to "adduce the moll authentic 
proofs in fupport of our affertions, we need only to refer to the archives of 
the chamber of accounts at Paris, where thole proofs have been carefully 
prefer ved. But, in reminding you, prince, of the benefactions of his an- 
" ceftors, the king has no intention of reproaching you : on the contrary, he 
is ready to confer frefh favours on you, whenever, from a due attention to 
your real interefts, you {hall convince the French, that you have not forgotten 
<c who you are, nor from whom you are defcended." 

As foon as the ambaflador had concluded his fpeech, Hugonet, bailiff of Charo- 

lois, began a methodical reply ; but the duke, tired with his prolixity, interrupted' 

him, and finiftied the anfwer himfelf. cc The king, 5 ' " faid Charles, reminds 
cc me that I am of the blood of France: .is not the duke of Brittany, then, 
" whofe deftruction he has refolved on, of the fame blood ? He declares, that 
u he has entered a proteft againft the treaty of Peronne ; as if the faith of 
" treaties could be annulled by fuch vain formalities. He has, doubtlels, forgot- 
" ten that precious maxim of one of his anceftors — That, though good faith were 
" banijhed from the reft of the earth, floe ought ft ill to retain her habitation in the breaft 
" of princes" He adds, " That I owe him loyalty and obedience; but do the 
tc titles he has affumed give him the right to excite my fubje&s to revolt, 

" and to take under his protection all the criminals in my dominions ? He relates 
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" the fervices which his anceftors have rendered to mine ; but does he then make 
ic no account of the fervices of equal importance which mine have rendered to 
cc his ? Services by which they acquired, and deferved, the fortune which they . 
46 have tranfmitted to me, and of which he now wifhes to difpolfefs me. Will 
cc he dare deny, that he has opened his dominions to the perfidious Liegeois, and 
cc affigned them an eftablifhrnent on the frontiers of my provinces ? How many 
" of them are now refident in the county of Rhetel ? Let him, therefore, no longer 
" hope to deceive me by artful fpeeches, and deceitful profeffions : the duke of 
cc Brittany is my ally ; and I will defend him I" 

From fuch warm remonftrances on both fides, the mod ferious confequences . 
were to be apprehended; but Lewis; who had already facrificed fo much to 
obtain a peace, was refolved not to engage in a war, unlefs with a certainty 
of confiderable advantage* Fortune foon furniftied him with fuch an oppor- 
tunity, and it came from a quarter whence he had leafl reafon to expeft it. 

Richard Nevile, the famous earl of Warwick, whofe valour and popularity 
had fo eminently contributed to the depofition of his lawful fovereign^ and the 
elevation of his rival, the ufurper Edward, to the throne of England, being dif~ 
gufted with the conduct of the latter, had recently deferted his caufe, and was 
now labouring to deftroy .that very fabric which he had taken fuch pains to 
ereft. In the profecution of this plan he was ftrenuoufly fupported by the duke 
of Clarence, (Edward's brother) who had married his eldeft daughter, and who 
was highly difcontended with the king for the decided preference which he gave 
to the queen's relations over his own. On the twenty-fourth of March, (1470) 
the Englifh monarch publifhed a long declaration at York, fummoning his bro- 
ther and Warwick to appear before him on the twenty-eighth, to anfwer to the 
charges which had been exhibited againft them ; and, as they did not chufe to 
obey the citation, a fecond declaration was publifhed at Nottingham, on the thirty- 
firft of March, proclaiming them rebels and traitors, offering rewards for ap- 
prehending them ; and prohibiting all perfons, under the fevereft penalties, from 
aflifting them and their adherents*. 

Clarence and Warwick, unable to refift the fuperior forces of Edward, were 

compelled to leave the kingdom ; and having elfefted their efcape to Dartmouth, 
they there embarked for Calais, of which Warwick was governor. The deputy 
governor, to. whom the earl had entrufled the command of the place during 
his abfence, was one Vauclair, a Gafcon, who feeing Warwick return in the 
deplorable ftate of an exile, refufed him admittance, and would not even fuffer 
the duchefs of Clarence to land, though {he had been taken in labour, and 
delivered of a fon, on fhip-board. With difficulty was permiffion extorted from 
him to carry two flafks of wine to the veflel for her ufe ; but as he was a man 
of fagacity, he deemed it prudent to make a fecret apology to Warwick, whom 
he affured, that his conduct was entirely influenced by motives of perfonai 

* Clanf. io £dw. IV. apud Caite, -page 720, 
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regard and zeal for his fervice. He faid, that the fortrefs was ill-fupplied with 
provifions-; that he could place no reliance on the fidelity of the garrifon ; that 
the inhabitants, deriving their principal means of fubfiftence from their coramer- 
cial intercourfe with England, would certainly declare for the eftabliflied govern- 
ment ; that the place, in its prefent fituation, was unable to refill the attacks of 
. the. duke of Burgundy on the one hand, and thofe of England on the other ; and 
that, by feeming to preferve his loyalty to Edward, he Ihould acquire the confi- 
dence of that prince, and ftill keep it in his power, when a proper opportunity 
iliould occur, to reftore Calais to its ancient mafter. Whatever were the real in- 
tentions of Vauclair, his conduct was fo highly approved both by Edward and 
the duke of Burgundy, that the former gave him the government of Calais, and 
the latter granted him a penfion of one thoufand crowns ; on which he took a 
folemn oath to remain faithful to the king, and to refift every felicitation that 
could tempt him to fwerve from his duty.* 

It is uncertain whether Warwick was fatisficd with the apology of Vauclair, or 
fufpec&ed him to be guilty of a double infidelity ; but he feemed to be entirely 
convinced by his arguments ; and having feized fome Flemifh 1 veffels, which he 
found laying off Calais he failed towards the coaft of Normandy, and arrived at 
Honfleur on the fecond of May. 

Lewis, alarmed at the clofe connection of Edward with his two inveterate en- 
emies, the dukes of Burgundy and Brittany, received with tranfport the only man 
who was capable of effecting a revolution in England. He could have wifhed, 
indeed, that inftead of difembarking at the mouth of the Seine, Warwick -had re- 
tired to the lefs-frequented ports of Cherbourg and Grandville, which belonged 
to the Baftard of Bourbon, admiral of France ; for forefeeing the complants and re- 
proaches to which the protection afforded to the earl would neceffarily give rife, 
he was anxious to have it in his power to fay, that that protection was probably 
the confequence of a private affociation, and confraternity of arms between the ad- 
miral and Warwick; an affociation, authorized by the laws of chivalry, and of 
which the fovereign ought not to take cognizance. He, therefore, ordered Du- 
pleffis Boure to engage Warwick to proceed to the ports of Lower Normandy,, 
under pretext that he would there be lefs-expofed to the obfervations of the. 
conftable, who aCted as a fpy to the duke of Burgundyf . 

The predictions of Lewis were fpeedily verified, by the receipt of a letter from 
the duke of Burgundy, who, at the fame time, wrote to the parliament, and to 
the citizens of Rouen, to demand reftitution of the prizes- which had been made 
on his fubjeCts, and to complain of the protection accorded to his enemy, the earl 
of Warwick. This letter, from a fovereign prince to a fubjeCt town, may appear 
extraordinary ; but it mufl be remembered, that, in thofe times, the municipal 
towns bore a flrong refemblance to f mall republics, fubordinate to the fame mo- 
narchy. They raifed taxes for their own ufe ; had land and fea forces, which 

# Phil, de Co murines, torn. i..p. 188. 189. t Gamier, torn. xvii. p. 396, 
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they had die right to employ in revenging their own quarrels ; and fome of them 
■even concluded commercial treaties, and treaties of alliance, with foreign pow- 
ers*. The citizens of Rouen, after they had acquainted the king with the con- 
tents of the duke's letters, replied, that it was not their province to take cogni- 
zance of any difputes which might have arifen between the earl of Warwick and 
the duke of Burgundy ; that they were convinced the king, their fovereigh, 
would do nothing contrary to fubfifting treaties ; that it was a matter of public no- 
toriety, that the Burgundian vefiels, which had been taken by the earl, had been 
•afterward re-taken by the Englifh fleet, and reftored to their true owners, fo that 
they could not poffibly, as the duke, deceived probably by falfe reports, had re- 
prefented, have been expofed to public fale. Charles, diffatisfted with this an- 
fwer, wrote to them a fecond time, obferving, that it appeared ftrange to him, that 
the citizens of Rouen fhould be fo well acquainted with what paffed at fea between. 
W arwick and the Englifh fleet, and yet be fo ignorant of what was actually paff- 
ing under their eyes on the river Seine, where three large Burgundian vefTels were 
then laying:; that, if any opinion might be formed of the future by the paft, it 
was clear that Warwick would be careful not to offend his good friends in Eng- 
land, and would leek to make himfelf amends for fuch rellraint, by attacking the 
Flcmilh ; but that, with the aid of God, he would put a flop to his depreda- 
tions, and would neither fpare his enemy, nor thofe who fhould give him affifi:- 
ance. 

In proportion as the duke's warmth and impetuofity encreafed in this bufinefs, 
the greater appearance of moderation and impartiality did Lewis affefh He told 
the Burgundian envoys, who had been fent to claim the prizes, that the demand 
was a juft one ; but that, in an affair of which he was wholly ignorant, he could 
not poffibly difpenfe with the obfervance of the ufual forms of juftice; he, there- 
fore, referred them to the judges of the admiralty, who, being apprifed of his 
intentions, contrived, by various expedients, to prolong the caufe, and, at laft, 
came to no decifive refolution. Meanwhile, a number of French privateers fe- 
cretly joined Warwick's fquadron, and daily made frefli captures. The duke, 
who faw the drift of this cohdud, wrote the following laconic epiftle to the Baf- 
tard of Bourbon, and die archbiffiopof Narbonne, who were at the head of the 
admiralty. 

" Archbifhop, and you, admiral — the fhips which you tell me have been equip- 
CQ pedby the king for the purpofe of cruifing againft the Fnglifli, have already 
cc attacked the veflels of my fubjefts on their return to my dominions .5 but, by 
:* 6 St. George, if an immediate flop be not put to fuch proceedings, I will my* 

« felf — with the aid of God — fupply the remedy — without your permiffion or 

<c your reafons, or your forms of juftice, for they are too arbitrary, and too 
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The duke foon put his threats in execution ; and without any other declara- 
tion of war, feized and confifcated all the goods belonging to the French, 
throughout the whole extent of his dominions ; and, on a vague report that the 
admiral of France was watching an opportunity to fet fire to the Flemifh fleet, in 

the ports of Holland, he ordered all his officers to get their fhips in immediate 
readinefs, to form a junction with the combined fleets of England and Brittany, 
and to attack Warwick wherever they might find him. On the receipt of this 
news, Lewis became fenfible, that his perfidious conduct would no longer be to- 
lerated, and that he mult either difmifs Warwick, or fubmit to have the coaft of 
Normandy infulted by the three combined fquadrons ; but before he parted from 
the earl, he refolved to bind him more forcibly to his interefts ; hoping, through 
his means, to overturn the eftabliflied government of England, and to effe£t the 
reftoration of the exiled houfe of Lancafter. The animofity which had ever fub- 
lifted between that unfortunate family and this powerful earl was fo inveterate, as 
fcarcely to all *w a hope that a reconciliation could ever take place. The father 
of Warwick had been executed by orders from Margaret of Anjou j he had him- 
felf twice reduced Henry to a flate of xaptivity ; had promoted the banifhment of 
the queen ; had put to death all her mod zealous partifans, either in the field or 
on the fcafFold ; and, in (hort, had drawn down fuch calamities on her houfe, as 
no future frrvices could, in appearance, poflibly compenfate. For this reafon^ 
\vhen Warwick had firft adopted the relblution of depofing Edward, he had no 
intention of reftoring his rival to the throne ; but meant to confer the regal dig- 
nity on his own fon-in-law, the duke of Clarence. Of this defign he was accufed 

by Edward, in his long declaration, pubiifhed at York ; and it had obtained uni- 
niverfal credit with the people of England, Finding, however, that his project 
was ill-received, and would be equally oppofed by the Yorkifts and Lancaftrians, 
he was now reduced to the neceffity of adopting the plan propofed by Lewis, 

which was, to effeft the reftoration of king Henry. To render this more palata- 
ble to Warwick, and to reconcile him, in fome meafure, to that flagrant contra- 
diction of principles which his conduft mull neceflarily difplay to the world, it 
was propofed, that the adminiftration of government, during the minority of 
young Edward, Henry's fon, fhould be entrufted conjointly to the earl of War- 
wick and the duke of Clarence ; that the prince of Wales ihould efpoufe the lady 
Anne, Warwick's fecond daughter, and that the crown, in failure of male iffue 
•from that prince, fhould defcend, at his death, to the duke of Clarence, to the 
total exclufion of Edward and his pofterity. 

When thefe arrangements were fixed, meflengers were fent to conduct queen 
Margaret, and her fon Edward, from their obfcure refidence in Lorraine, to 
the court of France. An union of interefts fuperinduced an union of fenti- 
me.nts in the queen and Warwick, which effectually ftifled all emotions of hatred* 
Margaret willingly acceded to^the terms propofed ; the marriage of the prince 
of Wales with the lady Anna Neville was celebrated, to the apparent fatisfa&ion 

of. all the parties concerned in this unexpe&ed alliance j a treaty, offenfive and 
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defenfive was concluded between young Edward, in the name of his father, and 
Lewis, which was to remain in force till the total defiruciion of the hot fe of Bur- 
gundy fhould be effected * j and the whole was confirmed, on either fide, by the moft 
folemn oaths. 

The joy which Lewis experienced on the fuccefs of his projeft, was greatly 
encreafed by the birth of a fon, who afterwards fucceeded to the throne, under 
the appellation of Charles the Eighth* As the king had long been extremely 
anxious for this event, he had made a vow, in cafe it Ihould occur, to offer up, 
at the flmne of the Virgin, at Pui in Anjou, the image of a child, compofed 
of folid filver, and in weight equal to the weight of his fon, when he fhould 
have attained his eleventh year. He accordingly appropriated the Aim of one 
hundred and fixty thoufand crowns of gold for that purpofe. 

As foon as the rejoicings that took place on this occafion were over, the king, 
under pretext of performing a pilgrimage to Saint Michael's Mount, went into 
Normandy, in order to fuperintend the embarkation of Warwick, and to be 
ready to provide a remedy for any accident that might occur. On his return 
to the caftle of Pleflis-les-T6urs, his ufual place of refidence, he addrefled a 
circular letter to all the principal towns in the kingdom, commanding each of 
them to fend him two of their beft informed merchants, whom he wifhed to 
confult on the interefts of commerce. When thefe deputies were aflembled, he 
explained to them the conduit of the duke of Burgundy, and the rilks they muft 
run by continuing to repair to the dominions of a prince who had juft confiscated, 
in violation of every principle of juftice, all the merchandize belonging to the 
French ; he then expatiated on the advantages to be derived from his alliance with 
England, and concluded by alking their advice. In confequence of the decifions of 
this affembly, he forbade all future intercourfe between his fubje&s and thole of th 
duke of Burgundy;, and in order to repair, as much as poffible, the lofies which* 
the merchants and others would fuftain, from ceafing to frequent the fairs at 
Antwerp, he eftablifhed two free fairs in the city of Caen, where all foreign 
coins were to pafs ; and, for the purpofe of inducing foreigners to attend thefe 
fairs, he renounced, in their favour, the Droit d'Atibaine, and. accorded them the 

privileges of natives. 

The king of England, meanwhile, fecure in the imaginary inability of War- 
wick to difturb his government, had difbanded his army, and refigned himfelf 
wholly to the enjoyment of thofe fenfual pleafures, to which he was fo much 
additted. Even the frequent warnings of the duke of Burgundy, who ap- 
prized him of the ftorm that was gathering f, were inadequate to rouze him. 
from this dangerous ftate of fecurity. A vain confidence in his own prowefs 7 , 
and in the affe&ioris of his fubje&s, had rendered him incapable of found i 
reflection, and induced him to declare, that he fhould be perfectly fatisfied couldi 
he once fee Warwick fet foot on Englifh ground. 

1 

j 

* 
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Edward had not long to wait for his defired fatisfa&ion ; Warwick landed at 
Dartmouth on the thirteenth of September, where he was joined by fuch num- 
bers of his adherents, that in a few days he was at the head of a formidable 
army. The Englifh monarch was then in the north of England, when he re- 
ceived the news of Warwick's defcent; and fo far was he from being difcouraged 
at this event, that he fent a meffage to the duke of Burgundy, whofe fleet 
was then at fea, to keep a drift watch, that he might prevent the earl's efcape* 
A few days, however, proved fufficient-to convince him, that his expectations 
were vain as his confidence was groundlefs. His camp was betrayed, in the 
vicinity of Nottingham, by the fecret adherents of the houfe of Lancafler, 
and the partizans of Warwick; and Edward himfelf, with difficulty, effe&ed 
his efcape to the coaft of Norfolk, where he put to fea on the third of 
Oftober. 

But Edward's danger did not ceafe with his embarkation: The Eafterlings' or 
.Ilanfe Towns, were at war both 'with France and England; and fome of their (hips 
hovering on the Englifh coft, efpied the king's veffeis, gave chafe to them, and had 

nearly overtaken them, when they were fo fortunate, as to enter, in fafety, the 
port of Alcmaer in Friefland. He had fled from England with fuch precipitatioa 
that he had carried nothing of value along with him ; and the only reward which 
he could beftow on the captain of the veffel that brought him over was a robe lined 
with fable, and thepromife of an ample recompence, if fortune fnouid ever become 
propitious to him. 

The unexpe&ed arrival of Edward greatly embarraffed the duke of Burgundy, who 
hefitated, for fome time, whether he fiiould afford prote&ion to the fugitive mo- 
narch, or abandon him to his fate. There were flrong arguments to be offered on 
both fides of this queflion. During the bloody wars between the rival houfes of 
York and Lancafter, Charles had long eipoufed the caufe of the latter, from which 
he was himfelf defcended by his mother's fide. At his court, the wretched re- 
mains of the Lancaftrian party found refuge. " I have feen them in fuch great 

<c poverty," fays Philip de Commines, " before the laid duke (of Burgundy} knew 

" they were there, that thofe who alk alms are not fo poor; for I have feen a 
ci duke of Chefter walking without {hoes, in the train of the faid duke, begging 

44 his bread from houfe to houfe, without making himfelf known." The hope 
of acquiring the ability to keep Fr ance in awe, a nd to repel the infidious machina- 
tions of her unprincipled monarch, had induced the duke of Burgundy to court 
the alliance of the victorious party. He had married Edward's fifter, and though 
he did not withdraw his prote&ion from the Lancaftrian fugitives, he had neglec- 
ted no meafure which could tend to conciiitate the friend/hip of the Engiilli 
monarch. He had recently accepted the order of the Garter, and, fo long as 
fortune continued to fmile on Edward, Charles, from policy, though not from 
inclination, had remained firmly , attached to him; the cafe was now different, 
that prince was in a perilous fituation, and it was even poflible that he might 

involve, in his own ruin, whoever fhould attempt to afford him ^prote&ion- Flan- 
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ders, the rieheft province in the dominions of Charles, was ind jhte ! for its 
opulence and its exceffive population to its numerous manufactures, the raw 
materials for which were imported from England j if Charles fhould come to an 
open rupture with that kingdom, he was aware that the commmerce carried 
on by his Flemifh fubjeCts muft experience an interruption, and in that 

cafe it was much to be apprehended, that that turbulent people, already discon- 
tented with the lofs of a part of their privileges, would fecretly favour the in- 
fidious intrigues of Lewis, and eagerly embrace fuch an opportunity for revolt. 
To what dangers mult Charles have been expo fed, if, while his fronti rs were 



attacked by the combined forces of England and France, he fhould likewiie - 
have the enmity of his own fubjeCts to encounter ? All thefe confederations urged 
him not to receive Edward. On the other hand, his mind revoked at the idea 
of refigning to his evil fortune a fuppliant prince, his kinftnan and ally j, nor 
was he wholly without his fears, that fuch an ungenerous mode of proceeding; 
tfiight even prove prejudicial to his iatereft. Warwick was his perfonal enemy, 
and a 'forced reconciliation appeared to be almoft equally dangerous with an a- 
vowed enmity. In this delicate conjuncture the duke fleered a middle courfe* 
which, though on great occafions, it feldom proves fuccefsful, and generally, 
indeed, is the expedient of a weak mind, anfwered his purpofe. He received 
Edward in private, and, in public, aifeCted to efpoufe the Yi&orious party ; he 
fent Commines to Vauclair, the governor of Calais, whofe time-ferving difpofirion. 

had now led him to declare for Warwick, to reprefent, that the alliance which 
fubfifted between the Englifh and Burgundians was of a nature not to be broken 
by a change of fovereigns j that it was an alliance between the two nations, and 
had for its exclufive objeCts the interefts of commerce ; that the Burgundians were: 
didifferent whether Henry or Edward fwayed the Englifh fceptre, and they 
would not interfere in revolutions which only afFeCted the private fortune of a. 
monarch. Charles likewife addreffed a letter to the people of England, with, 
this fingular fuperfcription, To you my friends* , in which he repeated the fame* 
arguments, adding, that being himfelf defcended from the houfe of Lancafter,. 
he had never failed to inter eft himfelf deeply in every thing which afFeCted the 
fortunes of that family ; that the moft diftinguiihed chiefs of the party were ftill 
at his court ; and that his only objeCt in contracting an alliance with the oppofite 

party, was to favour and confirm the commercial intercourfe that fubfifted be- 
tween the two nations. 

Lewis, during thefe tranfaCtions, had not remained inactive ; he had concluded- 
a new alliance with the Swifs ; he had difpatched a folemn embafly to Henry 
the Sixth, who had heen recently taken from prifon, and replaced on the throne*, 
and procured that monarch's ratification of the treaty which had heen figned^ 
in his name, by Warwick and young Edward ; he caufed the greateft honour* 
to be paid to that prince and his mother, Margaret of Anjou, and had made: 

# Phil, de Gomminesv. 
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preparations for fending them to England, to the afliftance of a monafeh, too 

feeble of himfeif to diretl the helm of ftate : nor was he lefs attentive to domeftic 
arrangements ; the utmoft efforts of his policy were requifite to fix the wavering 
mind of his brother j to reprefs the attempts of the duke of Brittany, his rival's 
avowed partizan ; to fecure the attachment of the duke of Bourbon, and of the 
princes of the houfe of Anjou, who dreaded any augmentation of the fovereign 
power ; and, finally, to infpire the nation with a defire of renewing the war, 
fo that, whatever might be the event, he fhould himfeif be exempt from re- 
proach. 

Hitherto the king had ftri&Jy forbidden all obfervations and ftri&ures on the 
treaty of Peronne, but he now began to caufe writings to be circulated, in 
which the perfidy of the duke of Burgundy, and the treachery of cardinal Balue 9 
were cenfured in the ftrcngeft terms- The parliament of Paris, who had evinced 
the greateft repugnance at regiftring the treaty, feized, wi:h avidity, the oppor- 
tunity which now occured for violating its conditions : they encouraged appeals 
from the Flemifh tribunals, and fent one of their officers to Flanders, with 
citations to fome of the duke's fubje&s to appear at Paris ; Charles very pro- 
perly threw the officer into prifon, as well as one of the prefidents of the parlia- 
ment of Paris, who had been fent to receive informations, while fuch of the 
Flemings as had appealed to the parliament were executed as traitors to their 
country. Thefe afts of violence were highly pleafmg to Lewis, as he imagined 
they would furnifli him with a pretext for reproaching his rival with being the 
caufe of the rupture he meditated. The diftri£h of Vimieu, Foulois, and Beau- 
vois, had been ceded to the duke of Burgundy by the treaty of Peronne, fubject 
to the obligation of homage : and as Charles bad taken pofTeffion of thofe dif- 
trifts without complying with the ftipulated condition, which, indeed, he had 
never been called on to fulfil, the parliament declared that he had forfeited all 
right to them, and, accordingly, fent two of their members to take pofTeffion 
of them. 

* 

Haraffed by thefe attempts, Charles wrote to the king and to the parliament ; but 
finding his remonftrances treated with contempt, he fummoned the king of Sicily 
and the duke of Brittany, either to enforce the obferyance of the treaty of Peronne, 

which they had guaranteed, or to declare in his favour, according to the engage- 
ment which they had contra&ed. Lewis, on his fide, immediately fent envoys into 
Brittany, with orders, after concerting meafures with the lord ofLefcun. torepre- 
fent to the duke, that while the king was fludious to fulfil, with the utmoft punctua- 
lity, all the terms of the treaty of Peronne, Charles had not yet done homage for 
" the territories which had been ceded to him ; that he had even neglected to pro- 
cure the fignatures of the Burgundian nobles, who were to have guaranteed the 
treaty; that, without any previous declaration of war, he had confifcated all the 
merchandife belonging to the French merchants, throughout his dominions ; that 
he had recently imprifoned two officers of the parliament of Paris ; that he had 

accepted the order of the Garter, and had, confequently, declared himfeif the 
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knight of an Englifii monarch ; and, finally, that he afforded prote&ion to. Ed- 
ward, the ufurpcr of the Englifh throne, and the avowed enemy of the houfe of 
Lancafter. The envoys required, that the duke of Brittany, as a vaffal of the 
crown, fhould join his arms to the king's, in order to compel Charles, to give full 
fatisfa&ion for all thefe offences. 

Though the charges exhibited by the king againft the duke of Burgundy were 
•all of them falfe, frivolous, or mifreprefented, they neverthelefs threw the duke 
of Brittany into the greatefi embarraflment. His inclination prompted him to an 
immediate declaration in favour of Charles, his friend and ally ; but fome pruden- 
tial confiderations led him to rejedt all precipitate meafures, and to aft with more 
than ufual moderation. For more, than a century, the dukes of Brittany had 
. been chiefly indebted for the fupport of their power and independence, to the af- 

fi fiance which they derived from England, and from their alliance with the dukes 
of Burgundy ; but Francis the Second now found himfelf in a fituation, in which 
he had nothing to exped from the Englifh, but to fee, his cpafts infulted by their 
fquadrons, while the armies of France forced an entrance into the heart of his do- 
minion?. He had no forces to oppofeto fuch a powerful combination, arid the 
duke of Burgundy was too much embarraifed with his own affairs, to afford him 

. that fpeedy and effectual affiftance which his circumftances feemed to require. Re- 
duced to this dilemma, Francis refolved to temporife ; he determined to deceive 
the king, by appearing to declare in his favour, and by actually endeavouring to 
give him a, temporary advantage over his rival, with the view to bring them both, 
imperceptibly, as it were, to liften to fuch terms as would occafion,much future 
embarraflment to Lewis, at the fame time that they would fecure, from regal en- 
croachments, all the princes and nobility in the kingdom. This he meant to ef- 
fect, by renewing the propofal for a marriage between the duke of Guienne and 

. the heirefs of Burgundy : the repugnance of Charles to that connexion was well 
knpwn,but it was iuppofed,thatin his prefent embarraffed fituation he would rather 
liften to the fuggeftions of intereft than the dictates of inclination*. The'dukeof 
Guienne, who, fince the birth of a dauphin, had no longer the fame motives for 
wiffiing to infinuate himfelf into the king's good graces, was extremely anxious for 
the alliance. The French princes and nobles, who held penfions, places, or do- 
mains under the crown, and who only expetted to be favoured by the king To 
long as their fervices (hould be neceffary to him, were ftudious to alarm his fears, 
and to increafe his inquietudb. . The principal author and fecret contriver of this 
intrigue, was the famous conftable de Saint Paul, a man of genious, deep, artful, 

„ and defigning, who having more to lofe or to hope for than the reft of the no- 
bility^ -was always careful to fupply matter for diffention between Charles and 

' .Lewis : brother-in-law to the king, firft officer of the crown 4 an able politician, 
and an intrepid warrior ; he poffefled greater confequence than any fubjeft in the 
jrealni. -His credit at the Burgundian court, where he. had alfo enjoyed -places of 
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the highefi Importance, was equally great ; his fons and his brother ftill com- 
manded the troops of Charles ; and as he was himfelf mafter of feveral ftrong 
fortrefles on the confines of either territory, he hoped to derive from the trou- 
bles which he fought to promote, a confiderable augmentation of fortune and 
the eflablilhment of an independent ftate. After he had exhaufted all the arts of 
perfuafion to obtain the duke of Burgundy's confent to a marriage, which he re- 
prefented as the only poffible fecurity for public freedom, he had recourfe to 
more powerful means ; and feeking to make Lewis the inftrument of his d-jfigns* 
he urged the neceffity of profiting by a conjundture, which might never more- 
occur, when England and France were about to unite their forces, for humbling a 
proud prince, who threatened the monarchy with a total fubverfion ; and the bet- 
ter to remove the king's miftruft, and to fix his irrefolution, he promifed not on- 
ly to put him in poffeffion of the towns on the Somme, but to make ail Flanders, 
and the principal towns in Brabant, rife in his favour. 

Lewis, with all his boafted penetration, was unable to pierce this myftery ; he 
lent a favourable ear to the folicitations of the conftable, and engaged in a war, 
with the fecret motives for which he was totally unacquainted. Already were his 
troops advancing towards the confines of Picardy, while a great number of emif- 
faries were fent into Burgundy and Flanders, to corrupt the fidelity of the officers 
and citizens, when a fcruple occurred to the mind of Lewis, and retarded his 
operations. The treaty of Peronne had been regiftered, without any reftri&ion, 
in the fovereign courts, and guaranteed by all the princes and nobility in the 
kingdom. Whether Lev/is was afraid to break, of his own authority, an adl 
which had thus become in a certain degree, a national aft, or whether, from the 
uncertainty of his fuccefs in the war, in which he was about to engage, he was 
unwilling to take the eonfequence upon himfelf ; he convened an affembly of the 
notables at Tours. Before this alfembly, the duke of Burgundy's conduft, both 
previous to, and after the treaty of Peronne, was fet forth ; the king's impiifon- 

ment, in violation of a promife confirmed by an oath j the odious conditions flipu- 
lated for his releafe ; the rights of the crown openly violated ; the French mer- 
chants defpoiled of their effe&s- ; the officers of juftice thrown into confinement ; 
hoftilities committed on the coaft of Normandy, without any previous declaration 
of war; and the order of the Garter accepted from the hands of the molt formi- 
dable enemy to the French nation. To thefe complaints, which were preferred 

* in the king's name, the count of Eu, the laft defcendant of the houfe of Artois,. 
added another of a more private nature ; he faid, that the duke of Burgundy un- 

, juftly held from him the town of Saint Valeri, which conflituted a part of his 
lawful inheritance, becaufe he had refufed to take an unconditional oath of alle- 
giance to him. After hearing, thefe charges, this proftituted aHembly, without 
-any inveftigatkm of their merits, and, indeed, with a certain knowledge that 
many of theni were faife, and others, far from, being criminal^ were per- 
&&ty juftifiable, declared. the duke of Burgundy to be duly convided of high trea~ 
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fen*, and referred all farther proceedings, in this cafe, to the parliament of Paris, 
The parliament fent one of their bailiffs to cite the duke to appear before them, 
but Charles threw the man into prifon, and after keeping him fome days in con- 
finement, difmiffed him without an anfwer. Although the duke was now fully 
aware of the king's defigns, he did not expert to be attacked before fpring, and 
had, therefore, as the winter was already far advanced, difmiffed his troops. But 
he was extremely furprifed to learn, from a private meffenger, difpatched to him 
by the duke of Bourbon, that he had not a moment to lofe, as the royal army 
liad actually marched, and his fubje&s were ripe for a revolt. He was alfo in- 
formed, that fome traitors had been fuborned to make an attempt on his life ; 
and this information was foon confirmed by the fudden evafion of the duke's 
natural brother Baldwin, who efcaped to che court of France, where Lewis af- 
figned him a fplendid eftabiiftiment, in reward of his infamous condu&f. 

Charles immediately iffued the neceffary orders for re-affembling his troops j 
and, in the mean time, he advanced, at the head of five hundred horfe, to the 
frontiers of Picardy. Here he had the mortification to learn, that the town of 
Saint-Quentin had opened its gates to the conftable of FranceJ ; enraged at the 
news, he fent a herald to fummon the conftable, as his fubjeft, to repair to his 
army, and on a refufal, '-couched in terms of infoience, he confifcated all his ef- 
tates inPkardy and Artois. The conftable revenged himfelf on his own children, 
who were in the duke's fervice, by feizing all the lands they poffeffed in France* 

A. D. 1471O R°y e was the next town which, through the perfidy of its go- 
vernor, the lord of Poix, furrendered to the French arms§ ; and Amiens foon fol- 
lowed its example* Charles, after the lofs of this iaft place, no longer thinking 
himfelf in fafety at Dourlens, retired to Arras, where he had appointed the general 
■rendezvous of his troops. As the enemy had already pafled his frontiers in Picardy 

and Burgundy, he was aware of the danger to which he Ihould be expofed, if, while 
he was oppofing the French in thofe quarters with all his forces, the Englifh fhould 
make an attack either on Flanders or Holland. In order, therefore, to .avert that 
•danger, herefdlved to find them employment -at home, and, if poflible, to promote 
;a fecond revolution in England. 

Edward, who, fince 'his flight, had hitherto refided in Holland, after his fitter, 
the duchefs of Burgundy, "had in vain folicited her hufband to take fome decifive 
tfieps in his favour, demanded an intervew with Charles, which his prefent apprehen- - 
fions induced him willingly to grant. At this conference^ Edward reprefented 
that -delays muft prove extremely prejudicial to his interefts, as his friends and"ad- 
herents in England would gradually forfake his caufe, while the power of his ene- 
my Warwick, would daily receive confirmation and ftrength : that the duke, 
•therefore, ought either to afford him fpeedy and effectual afliftance, or whdlly 
.abandon him to his evil fate. In order to inforce this remonftrance, he imparted 
to Charles a fecret .engagement which his brother Clarence Had contracted with 
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him ; he reminded him of the oath which he himfelf had taken to aflift him, 
fliould he ever (land in need of his affiftancd*; and he defired him to confider, 
that, by aiding him in his diftrefs, he would aft for the benefit of his own family, 
which might one day be in want of equal fupport, and, at the fame time, reap 
the glory of having reftored a near relation to his throne. He folemnly promifed 
to unite with him, in oppofition to France, as foon as he fhould be re-eftabliflied 
in his regal dignity ; he remarked, that the neutrality which the duke had hitherto 
obferved, could be productive of no poflible advantage, nor even prevent Lewis 
and the earl of Warwick from adopting fuch meafures as would be equally de- 
ftru&ive to his power and repofe. This expoftulation was not fruitlefs ; the duke 
of Burgundy tho' ftill afraid to furnifli Warwick with a plaufible pretext for attack- 
ing his dominions, contrived an expedient, which enabled him to accommodate the 
fugitive king without incurring the rifk of a rupture with England. He caufed 
four large veflels to be equipped, in the names of fome private merchants, at the 
free port of Terveer in Zealand ; to which he added fourteen fhips, fecretly hired 
from the Eafter lings,, or Hanfe-Towns*. This fquadron, together with a fum of 
money, he delivered to Edward, who immediately fet fail for England, on the 
eleventh of March (i 471), with an army of fifteen hundred men, partly compo- 
fed of Englifh fugitives, and partly of Flemifli. No fooner was Charles informed 
of his departure, than he iflued a proclamation, prohibiting all his fubje&s from 
affording him affiftance, under the fevereft penalties. He then haftened to place 
himfelf at the head of his army, which was now afTembling, and amounted to 
eighty thoufand fighting men. 

In the French army, commanded by the king himfelf, where the young duke 

-of Lorraine ; the lord of Lefcun, with a body of Breton nobles ; and the duke of 
Guienne, who, in the belief that the war had been undertaken on his account, 
had thought his prefence necefiary to accelerate its conclufion. This laft prince, 
during the march, difpatched a private meffenger to the duke of Burgundy, with 
thefe words written with his own hand, and enclofed in a ball of wax : — Take care 
io fatisfy your fubjeds, and be under no uneaftnefs^ for you ivill find friends. Charles 
could not miftake the meaning of this meffage, he knew what was required of him j 
the conftable, with whom he was apparently reconciled, incelfantly urged him to 
avert the ftorm which threatened him by giving his confent to his daughter's marri- 
age witii the king's brother, afluring him, at the fame time, that the French nobility 
only waited for that event to abandon the king, and form a frefh union more dur- 
able than that which had fhaken the throne during the war for the public good. 
The duke of Brittany had entered into the eonftable's views, and in order to fuper- 
induce tfre compliance of Charles, he exaggerated the danger of his fituation ; fent 
him word, by a meffenger, that the king maintained a corefpondence with the ci- 
tizens of Antwerp, Bruges, and Bruxelles; and that he had even determined to be- 
liege the city of Ghent, where the duke then was. But Charles ordered tha 
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meffenger to tell his -matter that he was mifinformed, and that he (the duke) was 
then on his road to pafs the Somme, and offer the king battle. 

In fad, after various feints, he fuddenly attacked Pequigni, a well-fortified 
town, which commanded a bridge on the Somme. The place was taken by 
affault, and fuch of the garrifon as efcaped the fword, were made prifoners ; the 
the citadel, after a fiege of three days, was likewife reduced*. Charles, encou- 
raged by the fuccefs of this firft attempt, made his whole army pals the Somme, _ 
and continuing his march towards Amiens, fixed "his camp between that city and 
the royal army. Never did he prove the jufiice of the epithet rafh^ which had 
been beftowed on him, better than at prefent ; his anxiety to bring Lewis to 
a£tion made him forget that, by thus leading his whole force beyond the Somme, 
he left his dominions open to the excurfions of the garrifdns of Amiens and Saint- 
Quentin ; rendered the opproach of convoys a matter of extreme difficulty, and 
expofed his troops to the danger of perifliingby famine. This fingle error decided 
the fate of the campaign, and might, poffibly, have effe&ed the total ruin of 
Charles, had he had an enemy to encounter Iefs miftruftful, and lefs cautious,, 
than Lewis. The conftable, the marefchal de Rohault, and the lord of Cruftoi, - 
left Saint-Quentin, pillaged the rich provinces of Artois, and returned^ laden 
with booty. Dammartin fallied forth from Amiens to attack a large convoy, 
which he difperfed, and conduced fixty waggons into the town, laden with all 
kinds of ammunition ; frequent fkirmifhes occured, in which the Burgundians 
were generally defeated ; one, however, of a different description took place, in 
which the French, under the conduct of Dammartin, were worfte.i, and that 
nobleman with difficulty faved his life. 

The difadvantageous poft which the duke of Burgundy had inconfiderately 
chofen between the royal camp, and a garrifon fo numerous as that of Amiens, 

made moft of the French officers urgent with the king to accept the battle, which 
Charles daily offered 5 this was particularly the advice of Dammartin, the moft 
experienced general of the age, who offered to make a fally with his garrifon, 
and attack the enemy in the rear, while Lewis engaged them in front. This 
projett had fo many partizans, that Lewis could not refufe to affemble a council 
of war, in order to deliberate thereon. De Beuil, who was the firft that was 
called upon for his opinion, obferved, that having never ferved with fo large an 
army, he had not learned in what manner the manoeuvres of fuch a cumbrous 
mafs were to be regulated ; that the French and Englifh armies, which had figna- 
lized themfelves by fuch famous exploits in. the preceding reign,, had feldom ex-^ 
ceeded ten thoufand men, and bore no refemblance to " that horrible multitude' 
" which was now affembled, and which might, with greater propriety, be termed 
" a people than an army \" that he could not forefee what would be the event . of a* - 
battle, but he was (till lefs able to conceive by what means diforder and confufion 
would be avoided. Dammartin reprefented, that the enemy would be expofed to 
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the fame inconvenience, fince they were equally "numerous, and not fo well dif* 

ciplined ; he obferved, that, in order to avoid all partiality, it would be proper 
for every man to deliver his opinion in writing. This advice was adopted, and 
it was determined by a majority of voices, to bring the enemy to battle ; but 
when they came to regulate the plan and order of attack, the difpute was renewed, 
and the council feparated without coming to any conclufion. Lewis, who had 
only alfembled a council of war, out of deference to thofe who had propofed to 
fight, and who had no ferious intention of expofmg himfelf to the rifle of an a&ion, 
was highly pleafed with this difference of opinion. He perfifted in his fir ft de- 
fign, continuing to harafs the enemy, by intercepting their convoys, and confining 
his own troops within fortified camps, where he could not be compelled to engage 
againfi his will. Plenty reigned in his camp, as well as in his walled towns ; 
while the Burgundians were expofed to all the horrors of famine, and their num- 
bers daily diminifhed by defertion arid difeafe. The uneafmefs which Charles 
experienced on this account, was greatly encreafed by the intelligence which he 
received from Burgundy : the troops which he had left for the defence of that 
duchy, had been defeated in feveral rencontres with the French, who were com- 
manded by the dauphin of Auvergne, and the marefchal of Comminges; and the 
whole province was now expofed to the deftru&ive excurfions of the enemy, 
without the fmallefl profpeft of relief. Charles carefully concealed this 

news from his army, whom he amufed with fictitious accounts of imaginary 
vi£tories j but, fenfible that the diffipation of this error, which could not long be 
avoided, would only render the truth more dreadful, he was compelled to have 
recourfe to a meafure, which, though his haughty difpofition could ill brook it, 
neceffity enforced. He condefcended to folicit a truce, and, in order to enfure 
a compliance with his requeft, he fent word to Lewis, that he was furprifed a 
prince fo wife as himfelf diouid have engaged in a war, of the true motives 
whereof he was ignorant ; but, that he was willing to communicate to him the 
particulars of an intrigue, which would equally excite his difpleafure and aftonifh- 

ment; the duke then entered into an explanation of feveral circumftances re- 
lating to the plan of the French nobles, and concluded by afking him, whether, 
after what he had heard, he meant to drive him to extremities ? Lewis was morti- 

fied and aihanied at having become a dupe to his brother, and repented of his 
conduft in having haftily engaged in an enterprife, whence, he now conceived, 

that nothing but difgrace could- enfue. His natural pronenefs to fufpicion and 
miflruft, made him exaggerate the danger of his prefent fituation ; he loft fight 
of his enemy, though reduced to a ftate of humiliation, and to the neceffity of 
fuing for a favour, to think only of the perils to which he had been expofed, and 
with which He was ftill threatened. It occurred to his mind, that Edward, after 

he had triumphed over his enemies in England, might feek to recover Normandyj 
that the duke of Burgundy, confuiting his real interefts, might accede to the 
wifhes of the duke of Guienne, and his partifans; and, that they might all join 
in a confederacy to defpoil hira of his authority, and, perhaps, of his rank. 
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On the other hand, he could not perceive, that Charles had only applied for a 

truce, in order to extricate himfelf from a perilous fituation, and to put himfelf 
in a condition to renew the war with greater advantage ; but the danger, from 
this quarter, was diftant, whereas the other was urgent j it was neceffary to come 
to a decifion, and Lewis conceived that the befl thing he could do, under the 

prefent circumftances, was to comply with the duke*s requeft for a truce, which 
was accordingly concluded, on the twelfth of May, for one year ; and the allies 
of either party were allowed three months to confider whether they chofe to 
accede to it or not.* , 

This truce was equally difapproved by fuch of the king's fubjecls as had re- 
mained faithful to him, and by thofe whofe prefeffions of attachment had only 
ferved as a malk for their treachery. As they were all ignorant of the real mo- 
tives which had led him to adopt a meafure fo contrary, in appearance, to the 
true interefts of the ftate, they afcribed it to others, which neither did honour to 
his under Handing, nor to his courage. The Farifians ftuck up papers in the 
metropolis, in which they inveighed, moll bitterly, againft the king's coun- 
fellors ; while the duke of Brittany, unable to conceal the contempt with 
which the conduct of Lewis had infpired him, publicly ftigmatized him with 
the ignominious appellation of cc The Royal Coward." The duke of Bur- 
gundy was, perhaps, the only one who did him juftice, but he remained 
fiient on the fubjefl, and was, indeed, fo humbled at the ftep he had been com- 
pelled, through his own imprudence, to take, that he fhut himfelf up for fome 
time in his tent. Lewis, not thinking it prudent to develope the my fiery dif- 
miffed his troops, and took the road to Tours. He paffed through the metropolis, 
and being apprized of the general drfcontent of the Parifians, he vifited the 
principal citizens, and, by difplaying that affability of manners which he fo 
well knew how to affume, endeavoured to quiet their murmurs. On his arrival 
in Touraine he received intelligence of the new revolution which had jufl taken 

place in England. 

Edward, after an ineffectual attempt on the coaft of Norfolk, had landed, 
not without oppofition, at Ravenfpur in Yorkftrire* Finding no inclination in 
the people tc. receive him, he publicly declared, that he had relinquifhed all 
thoughts of the crown, and came only to recover the eflates of his family. 
At York, he could not gain admiffion till he had taken a folemn oath, in the pre- 
fence of the mayor and aldermen, that he had no intend n to claim the crown, an 
oath which he renewed at the high altar of the cathedralf* But this perjured 
ufurper no fooner found himfelf fufficiently ftrong.to throw off the mafk, than he 
avowed the true objeft of his enterprife, and affumed the title which be had fo- 
lemnly renounced. 



The fubje&s of Henry and the friends of Warwick were alike infe&ed with the 
o-eneral fpirit of perfidy which fo flrongly marked thefe degenerate times : War- 
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wick's brother, the archbifhop of York, facilitated the entrance of Edward Into 
London, and delivered his fovereign into the hands of an implacable rival. At 
Barnet, the two armies met, but the defe&ion of the duke of Clarence, joined 
to fome other untoward and unforefeen circumftances, proved fatal to the earl of 
Warwick, who, after a defperate attion, in which he difplayed his ufual intrepi- 
dity, fufhined a total defeat, and perilhed in the field. With him periflied the 
hopes of his party. Margaret, the iliuftrious and unhappy confort of Henry, 
(till deftined to be the fport of fortune, had landed at Weymouth, on the evening 
of this fatal day. Buoyed up as (he was with the flattering hopes of being reftored 
to the fplendour of royalty, and to thofe dorneftic comforts, and that mental feli- 
city, to which flie had fo long been a ftranger, when apprifed of the fatal events 
which had juft taken place, all her wonted fortitude forfook her ; (he funk fenfe- 
lefs on the floor, and remained fpeechlefs and inanimate for a confiderable time. 
When fhe revived, yielding to the dictates of defpair, (he took refuge in a fan&u- 
ary, with the defign to effeft her efcape into France. But on being joined 
many of theLancaftrian nobles, (he refumed her former fpirit, and determined to 
defend, to the utmoft, the ruins of her fallen fortunes. At Tewke(bury, howe- 
ver, her hopes were finally deftroyed ; her troops, through the impetuofity of the 

duke of Somerfet, were defeated, and (he and her only fon, the prince of Wales, 
fell into the hands of the vi&or. Edward, whofe foul was a ftranger to every 
virtuous impulfe, whofe mind never afforded, even a momentary refidence to any 
principle of honour, threw Margaret into the Tower, where her wretched huf- 
band was already confined, and caufed her fon to be murdered in his prefence. 
Perjury and aflaflination were never negle&ed by this inhuman prince, when they 
could tend either to the gratification of his revenge, or his ambition. The death 
of Henry was all that was now wanting to quiet his apprehenfions and confirm his 
power ; and that monarch was, accordingly, found dead in his apartments in the 

Tower, in little more than a month after the, battle of Tewkefbury. 

This revolution in England was the means of producing another in the fortune 

and condition of the French princes. The duke of Burgundy, who, during the 
late campaign, had afted chiefly on the defenfive, was now preparing for a re- 
newal of hoftilities on a more extenfive plan ; while Lewis, who had then profit- 
ed by his alliance with Henry and Warwick, to keep the duke of Brittany in awe, 
finding himfelf without allies, and perceiving the number of his enemies daily 
encreafe, now renounced all fchemes of conqueft, and only thought of* difcon- 
cer ting the projects of his ad verfariesJ 

Although the unexpe&ed conclufion of a truce had deranged the plans of 
thofe who were anxious to promote a marriage between the duke of Guienne and 
Mary of Burgundy, yet it did not make them defpair of finally accomplifhing 
the object of their wiihes*. They flattered themfelves that the humiliating fitua- 
fion to which Charles had been reduced, would convince him of the neceflity of 
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fecuring allies ; and, in this hope, they renewed their felicitations, and prefled 
him, with greater earn eltnefs than before, to comply with the general wifli of the 
nobility, and to cement, by a marriage fo univerfally defrred, a confederacy, of 
which he himfelf muft inevitably reap the principal advantages. Thus urged, 
Charles evinced a difpofition to favour their defigns, though nothing, in fafifc, 
was farther from his thoughts. Meanwhile, the duke of Guienne, affured of 
fuccefs, was no longer ftudious to preferve appearances with his brother. In vain 
did Henry, king of Caftile, at the mitigation of Lewis, infift on the celebration 
of his marriage with his daughter Jane, to whom that prince had been affianced, 
and urged him to fhew himfelf to his new fubje&s ; the duke, who had only con- 
fented to that alliance the better to deceive his brother, pofitively refufed to fulfil 
the engagement which had been contra&ed in his name. He liftened only to thofe 
who talked to him of his intended connexion with the princefs Mary, which he 
thought fo far fettled, thathefent the bifhop of Montauban to Rome, to folicit 
the neceffary difpenfation from the pope. 

Lewis had feme fufpicions of what was going forward, but he was dill igno- 
rant of the principal circumftances of the intrigue, as well as of the names of 
the parties who were engaged in it ; but he obtained, by accident, that informa- 
tion which his utmoft endeavours had proved inadequate to procure. Oliver ie 
Roux, whom Lewis had fent to the court of Caftile, had received orders on his 
return to flop feme time at the court of the count of Foix, in order to found the 
inclinations of that prince, and, if poffible, to extort from him feme ufeful in- 
telligence. It fo happened, that Le Roux was put into the fame apartment which 

had been occupied, but a few clays before, by Henry Miles, envoy from the duke 
of Brittany. In the corner of this chamber he perceived a heap of papers torn 
in pieces, and being impelled by an irrefiftible curiofity to read them, hefucceed- 
ed in his attempts to join the different pieces, fo as to be able to perufe their con- 
tents ; and, finding they were difpatches of importance, he did not fail to com- 
municate them to the king*.. From one of thefe difpatches it was difcovered, 
that the duke of Guienne and his partifans offered, as the firft condition of the 
treaty of .alliance, to reftore to the duke of Burgundy the. towns of Saint Quen- 
tin, Rove, and Amiens. Another contained the plan of an offenfive league between 
Charles and Edward, who agreed to divide between them the richeft provinces 
in the kingdom ; Edward was to take poffeffion of Normandy and Guienne, while 
Charles fecured Champagne and the Me of France. Thefe different projefts 
alarmed Lewis, and divided his attention ; but what difturbed him moft was the 
fatal marriage of his brother with the heirefs of Burgundy. Having learned that 
the duke of Guienne had already folicited a difpenfation from the pope, he imme- 
diately dilpatched .an ambaffador to his holinefs, to requeft that he would either 
; refufe it, or, .if he had already granted it, that he would inftantly revoke it ; and;. 
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in order to fuperinduce a compliance with his requeft, he allured the fovereign 

pontiff with the profpeft of a revocation of the Pragmatic San&ion. 

While the king was thus endeavouring to attach the pope to his intereft, he 
fent the lord of Bouchage into Guienne, with orders to concert his plans with 
Beauveau, bifhop of Angers, one of his brother's favourites. This envoy re* 
prefented to the prince, that he would expofe himfelf to inevitable deftru&ion, 
by violating an oath taken upon the true crofs of Saint Lo ; cc The danger aU 

46 tending which violation was fo great , that he would Jnfaillibly die within the year^ 
cc which had invariably been the cafe with all fhofe who had perjured themf elves upon 
" the faid crofs *" He then obferved to the princey that he ought not to confi- 
der the heirefs of Burgundy as fuch an advantageous match, for, although the 
duches had hitherto proved fterrile, it was ftill poflible fhe might give birth to a 
fon, in which 'cafe the young princefs would have put a very moderate fortune ; 
that he ought not to lofe fight of his rights to . the crown ; rights the more im- 
portant as the king had but one fon, and he was of a delicate and feeble confti- 
tution j that it was his intereft, therefore, to oppofe, with all his power, the dar- 
ing enterprifes of the duke of Burgundy ; that he could not be ignorant of the 
calamities which the houfe of Burgundy had brought upon France, in the pre- 
ceding reigns ; that Charles, who inherited the ambition and the hatred of his an- 
ceftors, no longer admitted any bounds to his pretenfions, but vifibly aimed either 
at fecuring the throne for himfelf, or, at leaft, of difmembering the monarchy ; 
that the king could fcarcely perfuade himfelf that his brother had any ferious in- 
tentions of forming an alliance with the common enemy ; but that, in order to- 
tally to difpel his fears on that head, he ought to banifh from his prefence all thofe 
faithlefs fervants who only made ufe of his name to frame the moft dangerous 
plots: that they had already preffed the duke of Calabria, the lord of Beaujeau, 
and the duchefs of Savoy, to enter into a league againft the king ; that they even 
talked of re calling the count of Armagnac, who had been formally profcribed by 
repeated fen tences of the fovereign courts j and that fuch meafures were, in fa&, 
to be confidered as real hoftilities. 

The duke of Guienne made no dirett anfwer to thefe obfervations ; but the lord 
of Lefcun to whom he had entrufted the government of his duchy, contrived an 

effe&ual expedient for defeating their effeSs. He propofed that the prince fhould 
marry the younger daughter of the count of Foix, and fent to alk the king's con- 
fent to this match, which Lewis was careful not to grant. The count of Foix, in- 
dependent of the country whence he derived his title, poffeffed the county of 
Bigorre, and the principality of Beam; his children were heirs to the kingdom of 
Navarre; he had already married one of his daughters to the duke of Brittany ; and 
if the duke of Guienne had married the other, all thofe princes might have formed 
ail alliance, which would only have left the monarch a doubtful and precarious 
authority over a confiderable part of the kingdom* Unwilling, however, toalie^ 
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late the affe&ions of a powerful family* and to augment the number of Ins enemies-. 



i j j * — 

ing him artfully to elude the propofal— " J£xerf -a// five fenfe 



-put me in pUradift 



bufinefi" faid the anxious monarch, 6; if you fucceed* 



Apprehenfive left, by hisreje&ion of every match that was propofed to him, it 
fhould be imagined he meant always to keep his brother unmarried, an intention 
that could not fail to appear odious and tyrannical; and no longer daring to prefs his 
marriage with Jane of Caftile, becaufe he knew the prince's repugnance to a wife 
whofe very birth was an objeft of difpute, Lewis, at length, propofed his eldeft 
daughter, Anne of France, who was already promifed to Nicholas, duke of Lor- 
raine. To induce his brother to accept this propofal, he offered to cede to him, 
on the day of his marriage, Rouergue, Angoumois, the Limoufin, and Poitou ; 
and to appoint him lieutenant-general of the kingdom, with a guard of five hun- 
dred lances, to be paid out of the royal treafury. But the duke juftly concluded 
thac thefe offers were too fplendid to be finccre ; and as he was aware of the motive 
which had influenced his brother to make them, he did not condefcend even to no- 
tice them. 

After having employed to no purpofe all the refources of policy, Lewis, who had 
now loft ail hopes of either curing his brother's fufpicions, or of conquering. his ob- 
ftinacy turned his batteries againft the duke of Burgundy himfelf; but as he was fen- 
fible that Charles was a&uated by fentiments of hatred and revenge, he was afraid 
to make any direct overtures, which might perhaps be reje&ed, and would, in that 
cafe, certainly be rendered public by the duke. In order to obviate this inconve- 
nience, he fent a private perfon to Burgundy; who had orders to tell the duke, as 
from himfelf, that having had occafion to vifit the court of France on fome affairs 
of his own, he had an opportunity of entering into familiar converfation with the 
king, when the duke's name having been cafually mentioned, Lewis had appeared 
to be impreffed with fentiments of efteem and admiration for that prince; that, agree- 
ably furprized at finding the monarch thus favourably difpofed, he had ventured.to 
tell him that Charles did not entertain a lefs favourable opinion of him, and that he 
would prefer his friendfhip to that of the princes who hadfo bafely abandoned him in 
the hour of neceffity; that this difcourfe had given the king fuch pleafure, that he 
could not refrain from obferving that Charles and he were formed to be friends, and 
that if they had been more fenfibleof their inter efts, they would have always lived 
in harmony with each other, and have aggrandifed themfelves at the expence of 

™ r - demies: that he had drawn up a plan of reconciliation, and that 

foe fhould already have communicated it to the duke, could he have hoped that it 
would experience a favourable reception from Charles, but that hitherto he had 
strong ground for complaining of the unwillingnefs betrayed by that prince to re- 



pofe any degree of confidence in hmr 



* 

through this lhallow artifice, was partly fe 



and partly ironical j he obferved -that thefe fine profefiions 
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with the intelligence which he received from other quarters ; that the king, if he 
had any real defire to become his friend, had it in his power to prove, in a very 
obvious manner, the fincerity of his intentions; that he {hould begin by reftoring 
Saint Quentin, Amiens, and the other places which he had taken from him, in 

violation of fuhfifting treaties ; and that obje&s, fo trifling in their native, fhould 
not befufferedto operate as impediments to the defigns of a prince who had fuch 

vaft proje&s in contemplation. This anfwer was interfperfed with many popular 
maxims, and trite obfervations. - 

Charles had, at this period, attained the fummit of profperity ; the difgrace 
which he had experienced in the laft campaign having been productive of more 
folid advantages than he could poflibly have expe&ed to derive from the mod 
brilliant fuccefs. Immediately after the conclufion of the truce, he had convened 
the Hates of all the different provinces in his dominions, with the view to con- 
vince them that the king had only been induced to attack him in the hope of 
finding him wholly unprepared for refiftance ; that he fhould always be expofed 
to the fame danger, unlefs Burgundy, in imitation of France, fhould adopt the 
mode of eflablifhing a regular body of troops : he obferved, that to preclude the 
poffibility of being taken by furprife, and to fecure the fortunes of individuals from 
the fudden depredations of the enemy, it was only neceffary to grant an adequate 
fupply for paying eight hundred lances, the annual expence whereof might a- 
mount to one hundred and twenty thoufand crowns. The ftates accordingly 
granted the new fubfidy, without refie&ing on the confequences to which it 
might lead ; they foon, however, became fenfible of the fault they had com- 
mitted : Charles, whofe ambition encreafed in proportion to the means of grati- 
fication, doubled and even tripled the ftipulated number of troops, and encreafed 
the original grant of one hundred and twenty thoufand crowns to five hundred 
thoufand. His court had become the center of political negociations ; his alliance 
was courted by all the neighbouring princes j and the only difficulty he experi- 
enced confifted in the choice of propofals, all advantageous in themfelves, but 
incompatible with each other. The dukes of Guienne and Brittany, the con- 
itable, and feveral other great vaffals of the crown, urged him to break the 
truce, and engaged to make the people rife in his favour : they offered him, as a 
preliminary to the treaty, the reftitution of Amiens and Saint Quentin j but they 
required that the duke fhould cement the alliance by the marriage of his daughter 
with the duke of Guienne, and by an abfolute renunciation of his plan for intro- 
ducing the Englifh into France. 

On the other hand, Edward, who feemed difpofed to enforce his pretenfions to 
" Guienne and Normandy, and who could not hope to fucceed in his attempts to 
•fubdue thofe provinces, without the affiftanee of the duke of Burgundy, propofed 
to divide the kingdom of France between them.* ; but he wifhed firft to be afiured 

that the duke would not marry his. daughter to the king's brother, otherwife he 
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declared he would join Levyis in order to prevent an union that muft prove more- 
fatal to England than to France. The obje&ions of the Englifh monarch to the 
projected marriage between the heirefsof Burgundy and the king's brother, were 
not devoid of foundation: as Lewis had but one fon, whofe health was in a 
doubtful ftate, the duke of Guienne was ftill confidered as heir to the throne ; 
and, on this fuppofition, the Englifh had jufh reafoa to be alarmed at the profpeft 
of an alliance which muft one day have united the vaft poifefTions of the houfe 
of Burgundy to the crown of France, for what hopes could they then entertain 
of recovering Normandy and Guienne ? — How could they even expett to keep 
Calais, the only place which they now poffeffed on the continent? 

Edward's demand perfectly accorded with the fecret views of Charles, who- 
had never any intention of giving his daughter to the duke of Guienne; but he 
knew not what reliance to place on a political connexion with a monarch fo 
indolent as Edward, and a government To unfettled as the Englifh. Befides, in- 
that cafe he muft renounce all alliance with the French princes, and even expeft 
to fee them join their Sovereign. Thefe being apprifed of the obftacles which 
Edward oppofed to their plans, fent the lord D'Urfe to the duke, to reprefcnt 
to him, that ihey were fufficiently powerful to make the king accede to whatever 
conditions they might chufe to impofe ; that his alliance with Edward would 
only tend to clifgrace him in the opinion of the nation; and, they finally obferved, 
that if he ferioufly thought of introducing the Englifh into France, he could have 
no regard for the welfare of the kingdom : — This reproach -appeared fo extraor- 
dinary to the duke, that he could not refrain from laughter : — " / have a greater' 
"jregard" faid Charles, "for the welfare of the kingdom than M. D*Urfe imagines 9 , 
"for in/lead of one king that France now has, I wijh jhe had Jix !" 

Lewis, unable to penetrate the lecret defigns of the duke of Burgundy, with* 
regard to his daughter's marriage ; and ignorant, probably, of the obligations 
which he had contracted with the king of England, was alfo anxious to open a 
negociation ; not with the intention of concluding any treaty, but merely with 
the view of amufing his enemy, and of preventing him, as long as poffible, from 
adopting any decifive meafure. The anfwer which his obfcure agent had received 
from Charles, was by no means fufficient to deter Lewis from the purfuit of his 

fcheme ; and when he imagined that the duke's curiofity was raifed to the pitch 

he wifhed it to attain, he fent him the plan of a peace, of which the following 

were the principal articles : that u A treaty of confederation and fraternity" fhould 

be concluded between the king and the duke; that the duke fhould accept the 
order of Saint Michael,, and the king that of the Golden Fleece; that the 
dauphin fhould marry the duke of Burgundy's daughter, and, in cafe any 
thing fhould occur to prevent that connexion from taking place, that Charles 
fhould engage not to give her to -the duke of Guienne ; that the king fhould give 
up the conftable and the count of Nevers, with all their poffeflions, to the duke ; 
in return for which conceffion :the duke fhould, on his part, equally abandon the 

dukes of Guienne and Brittany to the king's difcretion 5 and, that the king fhould 
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reftore to the duke of Burgundy, the towns of Saint-Quentin, Amiens, Role, and 
Montdidier. 

Of all thefe conditions, the laft was the only one which Charles was willing 
to accept ; he therefore refolved, if poflible, to fecure that as a preliminary to 
the projected treaty, and then to give his fentiments on the others. With this 
view he affected to approve the projeft of reconciliation, and even appointed 
plenipotentiaries to confer with the king's envoys ; but, as he was aware that fear 
was the only motive which could induce Lewis to court his friendfhip and alliance, 
he wifely concluded that by encreafing his apprehenfions, he fhould facilitate the 
conclufion of the treaty ; thus while he continued the negociation, he haftened to 
conclude an offenflive and deffenfive alliance with Ferdinand and Ifabella, the 
fovereigns of Caftile, and with Juan, king of Arragon, father to Ferdinand. This * 

laft prince declared, that although in his former treaties with France, he had 

engaged . to obfervc a ftritt neutrality in any contefts which might arife between 

Lewis and Charles, yet he thought himfelf fufficiently authorized, by the conduft 
of the king of France, to revoke the promife he had made ; that, in future, he 
would, on all occafions, efpoufe the quarrels of the duke of Burgundy, who, on 
his fide, engaged to confider the interefts of Burgundy and Arragon as infepara- 
ble ; and both princes agreed to conclude neither peace nor truce with France; 

but by mutual confent. 

Strengthened by this alliance, the duke of Burgundy immediately iffued a 

declaration, which fet forth that the king,- by an infraction of the treaty of 
Peronne, had incurred the penalty denounced, by a particular article of that 
treaty, againft either of the contracting parties, who fhould be guilty of any vio- 
lation of its terms ; and that, therefore, all the provinces and dominions of the 
houie of Burgundy were wholly exempted from the jurisdiction of the French 
parliament, and from the obligation of homage to the king. In confequence of 

this~declaration, the duke erefted a fovereign court at Malines, to decide in all 
cafes of appeal ; and forbade hisfubjefts under pain of death, to apply in any cafe 
whatever to the parliament of Paris, 

Lewis, feigning ignorance of this declaration, fent Peter Doriole, and the lord 
of Craon, to confer with the duke's miniftcrs, on the fubjett of the propofed 
reconciliation ; and thefe envoys had orders to obtain a renewal of the truce which 
was about to expire, and, at the fame time, to delay, by every means in their 
power, the final conclufion of the treaty. 

While the king thus fought to amufe his mod formidable enemy, he directed 

his principal attention to Guienne, which he had refolved immediately to invade. 
As he wiflied to employ Tanneguy du Chatel on this fervice, and was afraid to 
leave the nrovince of Rouffillon, of which that nobleman was governor/ without 
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iwenty-four thoufand crowns, the ceffion of that government from du Chatel 

The offer was accepted j but du Chatel exprefsly ftipulated that, in cafe he fhouh 
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be compelled, on any account, to leave France, he fhould be at liberty to retire 
into Rouflillon, and to exert the authority of governor j a precaution which plainly 
fhews what little confidence was placed in Lewis, even by thofe whom he honour- 
ed with his confidence. 

Ail fuch as were difcontented with the government, and all the perfonal enemies 
of Lewis*, now repaired to Guienne, which was deftined to become the fcene 
of war. They were all received with great cordiality by the duke, who, en- 
deavouring to ftrengthen his party by the acquisition of allies, had lately recalled 
the count of Armagnac, and reftored to him a part of his former poffeffions. 
The duke of Nemours and the count of Foix fecretly fupported his caufe, and 
incited the nobility and inhabitants of the principal towns in the neighbouring 
provinces to rife in his favour. In (hort, the duke and his friends appeared 

firmly refolved to repel with the utmoft vigour any attack that might be made by; 
his brother, and even to revenge fuch an infult by carrying the war into the heart 
of his dominions. The determined fpirit, and the general fermentation which' 
prevailed on this occafion, were chiefly owing to the indefatigable exertions of 
the lord of Lefcun, whofe a&ive genius and intriguing difpofition rendered him 
a worthy opponent of the artful and hypocritical Lewis. This nobleman had en- 
deavoured to incite to an unanimity of fentiment and a&ion, the courts of Guienne, 
Brittany, Arragon, Savoy and Burgundy, whole united efforts might threaten^ 
France with deltru&ion on every fide* But in Guienne, where oppofition might have 
been ieaft expe&ed, he experienced contradiftions which his utmoft zeal and abili- 
ties were fcarcely able to overcome, Colette de Jambes, lady of Monforeau, be- 
ing jealous of the minifter's influence and power, had contrived to form a party 
againft him, at the head of which was the lord of Malicorne, the duke's principal 
favourite. This lady, who, if the accounts of contemporary writers may be cre- 
dited, was, both in mental and perfonal endowments, the mofl accomplilhed wo- 
man of the age, had, at a very early period of her life, been married to Lewis" 
d'Amboife, Vifcount of Thouars ; but, after her hufbandY death, fhe had con- 
ceived an attachment for the duke of Guienne, by whom {he had two daughters. 
As the chief objettbf Lefcun's plan was to procure a wife for the duke, it is not 
to be wondered at that ftie fhould have raifed up every oppofition to it in her pow- 
er j that minifter, however, feemed to acquire frefh zeal from the obftacles which- 
he had to encounter, and perfevered, in the purfuit of his fcheme, with aftoniQi- 
ing diligence. Lewis, on his fide, made his troops advance, and gave his final 
•orders to his generals; Dammartin was to make an irruption into the duchy or 
the fide of Gafcony, CrufTol on the fide of Saintonge, and Tanneguy du Chat el 

on the fide of Poitou. 

While afFairs were in this critical fituation, and the flames of war were ready 
to extend from one extremity of the kingdom to the other, while the formidable 
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oppofition which Lewis had to expeft in Guienne, had difabled him from putting 
the other parts of his dominions in a proper (late of defence, and while that 
monarch had juft caufe to fear the united attacks of three powerful enemies ; an 
event occurred fo unexpected and myfterious, that it could not fail to be afcribed 
to the infernal machinations of a prince, to whom it was productive of fuch 
fignal advantages. Intelligence was received in the French army that the lady 
of Monlbreau was at the point of death, and that the duke of Guienne was 
alfo dangeroufly ill. It has always been believed that they were both poifoned 
by eating a peach which had been previcufly prepared for the purpofe ; and 
that John Faure de Vercors or Verfois, a Benedi&ine monk, abbot of Saint 
John d'Angeli ; and an officer of the duke's houfhold, named Henry de la Roche, 
were the authors, or rather the inftruments employed in the perpetration of this 
crime. It appears, however, that, immediately after its commiflion, no fufpicions 
were entertained of them, as the monk continued in favour, and was even ap- 
pointed one of the exeGutors of the lady of Monforeau ; but, it muft not be 
ibrgottenthat he wrote to the king on the fubje&, informing him that his brother 
had but a few hours to live, as appears from a letter written by Lewis to the 
count of Dammartin.* 

In proportion as the duke of Guienne grew weaker, his ardour for the ac- 
complifhment of his plans encreafed : he difpatched couriers to his allies ; put 
his towns and fortreifes in a proper ftate of defence, and iflued orders for the 
immediate colle&ion of his troops in every part of his apanage. Fearful of 
being abandoned at this critical period, he exafted anew oath of allegiance from 
his officers, by which they bound themfelves to ferve him againfl all men, not 
..excepting the king. Many of them, however, fenfibie of his approaching end, 
refufed ito take the oath, and haftened to make their peace with Lewis. 

A«"R. *47 2 3 The king, who only wanted to gain time, fent frefli ambafladors 
to the duke of Burgundy, with a propofal to fubmit the difference between them 
to arbitration ; "and with , an offer to accept the pope's legate as the umpire. He, 

at the fame time, endeavoured to intimidate the duke of Brittany, who was 
ftrengthening the fortifications of his towns, and arming his fubje&s. But Francis 
fent a fpirited anfwer to thejdng^, reproaching him with his duplicity, and his 

Infidious attempts to diflurb the tranquillity of his dominions ; after which he 
conjured the duke of Burgundy not to difappoint .the hopes of his allies by any 
farther delays. 

Lewis, informed of thefe t felicitations, and perceiving, by the duke of Bur- 
gundy's preparations, that lie might expeft to be immediately attacked, fent or- 
ders to his plenipotentiaries to accede to any terms which Charles might wifh to 
xmpofe. A treaty was accordingly concluded, by which the king confented to 
reflore the towns of Amiens, Saint Quentin, Montdidier, and Roye, to the duke 
of Burgundy ; and to give up to him the eonftable, and the count of Nevers, a 
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prince of the houfe of Burgundy, but an avowed enemy to the reigning branch, 
which had defpoiled him of a part of his pofleffions : the duke, on his fide, con- 
fented to renounce all alliance with the dukes of Guienne and Brittany. Nei- 
ther party had the fmalleft intention of fulfilling the terms of this agreement ; 
the objeQ: of Charles was to get pofTeffion of the towns which had been taken 
from him, after which he meant publicly io declare, that he pardoned the con- 

ftable, and the count of Nevers, and therefore expected that the king would be 
equally indulgent to the dukes of Brittany and Guienne, otherwife he fhould 
march to their relief. The intention of Lewis was only to gain time, and, im- 
mediately after his brother's death, to declare that he did not think himfelf 
bound to keep his word with . a prince who bad not dealt openly with him. 

The treaty was no fooner figned than Charles demanded immediate pofTeffion of 

the towns which were to be reftored to him ; but the plenipotentiaries not being 
authorifed to comply with his demand, advifed him to make his army advance to 
the frontiers, and to fend fome confidential fervant to the king, to exatt from 
him an ,oath to obferve the treaty, and to procure the ijeceflary orders for the 
evacuation of the places in queftion j but, the lord of Quingei, who was intrufted 
\vith this commiflien, was unable to obtain any -fatisfa&ory anfwer from Lewis, 
- who continued to put him off from day to day. The duke of Guienne was, by 
this time, at the point of death, and the natural goodnefs of his difpofition led 
him, in his laft moments, to difmifs all fentiments of hatred from Ms mind, and 
to alk from his brother the fame forgivenefs of injuries which he fo willingly ex* 
tended to him : he appointed Lewis his fole legatee, earneftly befeeching him 
£0 confirm a few legacies which he had bequeathed to fome old fervants of ap- 
proved fidelity. His death fpread confirmation and aiarm throughout his palace ; 
and moft of thofe who had hitherto perfevered in their attachment to the unfortu- 
nate prince, now courted the good. graces of his tyrannical brother. Malicorne, 
his chief favourite, was the firfl to convey the welcome tidings to Lewis, and to 

acquaint him with the laft requefts of his deceafed mafter. Lefcun, however, 
perfifted in his hatred of a monarch, whom he had now but too great reafon to 
deteft;; he had difcovered the aflaffins of the prince, and thrown them into irons, 
when finding their infamy detected, they confefled their guilt, and openly accufed 
,the : king of having mitigated them to the commifiion of the dreadful deed. Lef- 
cun being compelled to quit Guienne, took the two criminals with him to Brittany, 
wher : e :he delivered them to the duke, with this folemn exhortation: In order 
;<5C to revenge the beft of mafters, and moft faithful of friends, I refign into your 
€C hands thefe traitors^ who have bafely taken away the life of their lawful prince, 
zi in the hope that you will make a fignal example of them. Think on what 
4C you owe to the memory of a prince who fo richly deferved your friendfliip : 
ct his foul now demands from God an exemplary vengeance on thefe his aflaffins z 
* c may he fee, from the manfions of the dead, in what manner I fulfil my en- 
M gagements!" " They {hall have the reward they merit," replied the duke 5 
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cc and would that thofe who urged them to the commilfion of the crime were 

" equally in my power ; they ftiould not eafrly efcape." 

Lewis, pretending that by his brother Ts death he was releafed from the neceffity 
ef fulfilling the engagements which his plenipotentiaries had contracted with the 
duke of Burgundy, now openly declared to the lord of Quingei, that he fliould 
not confirm a treaty, in the conclufion of which the duke had difplayed a want of 
candour, and betrayed the moft pernicious defigns*. Charles, enraged at the 

idea of having thus fuffered himfelf to be deceived by the (hallow arts of his 
rival, gave a full fcope to his refentment, and published a violent manifefto, in 
which he recapitulated the particulars of the plot, which, at the king's inftigation y . 
had been formed againft his life, by his natural brother, Baldwin, John de ChafTa,. 
and John d'Arfon ; he added, that Lewis, perfifting in his infamous defigns of 
of deftroying all the princes of the blood-royal of France^ had juft caufed his 
brother to be put to death, by poifon^ witchcraft , and diabolical invocations , as was 

proved by the confeflion of the two culprits whom he had feduced. For thefe 
two attempts, purfued the duke, one againft the firft peer of the realm, the other 
againft the firft prince of the blood, he deferves to be pronounced guilty of 

homicide ; of high-treafon againft the crown, the princes of the blood, and the 
public welfare ; a traitor, a parricide, and an idolator \ each of thefe affertions he 
iupported by quotations from the fcriptures, from the Decretals, and from the 
fathers of the the church ; and he concluded by exhorting all chriftian princes to 
unite their arms againft this common enemy; 

This manifefto, however, which was diftributed in every town in the kingdom^ 
produced but little effect. Lewis, intent on the reduction of Guienne, did not 
.deign to anfwer it j and he even fuffered the long fpace of eighteen months to< 
elapfe, before he adopted any meafures for clearing himfelf from the heavy accufa- 
dons which had been preferred againft him- At the expiration of thatperiod, he 
appointed eommiflioners to try the twa criminals, who were (till confined in the 
Breton prifons ; but while they were engaged in the inveftigation of this infamous 
tranfa&ion,, the abbot of Saint John d'Angell was found dead in his cell, with 
evident marks of violence about his perfon $; what became of the other culprit,, 
Henry de la Roche, is not known ; nor ha.ve any of the proceedings, of the eom- 
miflioners, nor the other examinations of the criminals, been preferved. It was 
commonly believed, however, that the king had not fcrupfed to conceal the firft 
crime, by the perpetration of a* fecond, and every part of his conduct, no lefs 
than his character, tended to confirm this belief.. It was juftly obferved, that he 
had made no attempt to juftify himfelf till after he had effected a reconciliation 
with the cuke of Brittany, and had drawn the lord of Lefcun into his fervice j 
and that the criminals had difappeared at fuch a critical period, it was impoffible 
to fuppofe they had died a natural death. It was likewife remarked, that Lewis 
d'Amboife^one of the commiifioners, was>. foon. after, promoted to the biihopric 

to 
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million, was made a matter of requefts. It mutt be confeffed that all thcfe cir- 
cumftances amount only to a prefumptive evidence, but then* the prefumption is fo 

ftrong, that, combined with the known difpofition of Lewis, and other confidera- 

tions which naturally prefent themfeives to the mind, it appears to us irrefiftible* 
Brantome relates a ftory, which, were it better authenticated, would fettle the 
matter beyond all poffibiiity of difpute : hfe pretends, that the fecret of this murder 
was difcovered by means of a fool who had lived with the duke of Guienne, 
and on his death had been taken into the king's fervice. €C This good king," 
fays the jovial hiftorian, " being one day at Cleri repeating his prayers and orifons 
" at the fhrine of the Virgin, whom he called his good patronefs, and none being 
prefent at the time except this fool, who was at a little diftance from the king, 
and whom his majefty believed to be ftupid, fo vain, and fo foolifh, that he 
could pay no attention to any thing that was faid, he proceeded thus to pray 
aloud — Ah ! my good lady, my little miftrefs, my great friend, in whom I 
have always placed my truft, I befeech you to pray to God for me, and to be- 
come my advocate with him, to intreat him to pardon me my brother's death, 

whom I caufed to be poifoned by that wicked abbot of Saint John : to you, 
my good patronefs and miftrefs, I confefs my crime." It is needlefs to com- 
ment on the improbability of this ftory, which Brantome acknowledges to have 
received - from an old canon of eighty, who had, Jiimfelf, heard it from another 
perfon ; but if it does not tend to the confirmation of the king's guilt, it -certainly 
does not diminifli its probability. 

After his brother's death, Lewis entered Guienne, which he reduced without 
the (mailed oppofition* ; the inhabitants of the different towns only ftipulating 
for the prefervation of their privileges. Thefe the king chearfully confirmed, it 
:being a maxim with him to favour the growth of the municipal government, 
which he juftly confidered as the firft caufe of the humiliation of the ariftocracyo 
He even granted permiflion to the inhabitants of Rochelle to carry on a free trade 
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republic in the heart of the monarchy. 
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been transferred to Poitiers ; and finding his prefence neceffary in another quarter, 
he even concluded an accommodation with the count of Armagnac, and con- 
fented to leave him in poflefiion of that part of his territories to which he had been 
lately reftored by the duke of Guienne. He then appointed the lord of Beaujeu, 
governor of the province, and marched towards Brittany with an army of fifty 



houfand men. 



The duke of Brittany, though he "had fpared no pains to put his dominions in 
a proper ftate of defence, ftill found himfelf unable to cope with an enemy fo 
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powerful as Lewis ; and as he was in daily expectation of a ftf ong reinforcement 
from England, he refolved to propofe a fhort truce to the French monarch, during 
which, he obferved, effe&ual means for a final accommodation might be adopted* . 
The king, confcious of his fuperiority in the arts of negociation, accepted the 
propofal ; not perceiving, that by that means he would lofe the favourable mo- 
ment for a&ion, and that his enemy was only feeking to gain time in order co 
facilitate the reception of thofe fuccours which he expe&efted from his allies. 

The duke of Burgundy, meanwhile, had fpread devaftation throughout the 
fertile province of Picardy ; with an army of eighty-thoufand men he had pafled 
the Somme, and inverted the town of Nefle # , whofe inhabitants mafiacred the 
herald which he had fent to fummon them to furrender. In revenge for this 
barbarous aft, Charles, after he had reduced the place, inhumanly ordered the 
garrifon and citizens to be maflacred, without diftinftion of age or fex ; fome 
few, who had efeaped the rage of the foldiery, had their right hands cut off* 
and were fent, in that fituation, to the king j after which the town was reduced, to 

allies. x 

The garrifons of Roye and Montdidier, terrified by the fate of their fellow 
foldiers,. refigned thofe towns to the vidlor, whofe next attempts were dire&ed 
againft Beauvais. That place, though deftitute of troops, refilled his efforts ; 
and neither the demolition of the fuburbs, nor the formidable force of the enemy 
could induce the brave citizens to furrender. Even the women here performed 
prodigies of valour ; they lined the walk in thofe parts which were moft open to 
attack, and expofed themfelves to every kind of danger. One of, thefe heroines 
forced a fiandard from the enemy, and bore it off m triumph to the town. This 
vigorous and unexpected defence gave time for the arrival of troops, which was 
facilitated by the negleft of Charles completely to invert the place. The duke 

was now foiled in every attack^ a ftrong body of forces, detached by the king, 
under the command of Dammartin, harraifed his troops, and intercepted his 
convoys - , and, after a general aflault, in which he was repulfed with the lofs of 
one hundred and twenty killed, and one thoufand wounded |, he raifed the fiege, 
entered the country of Caux, feized the towns of Eu, and Saint Vallery, deliver- 
ed Longueville to the flames, and extended his deveftations. as far as the gates of 
Rouen, before which, city he remained four days, in order to fulfil his engage- 
ment with the duke of Brittany, who had appointed that fpot for the junction; 
•of the two armies. 

* 

While the duke was thus employed in committing d'evaftations in Normandy 
ihe garrifons of Amiens and Saint Quentinhad penetrated into, the heart of his 
dominions, and laid wafte the country with fire and fword. The war, too, ra- 
ged with equal violence in Champagne and Burgundy : the count of Rouffi, el- 
deft fon to the conftable* who commanded 1 the duke's army at the fame time that 
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his father was placed at the head of the French troops, carried defolation into the 
environs of Tonnerre, Joigny, Troyes, and Langrefs, burning all the towns and 
villages which fell into his hands. The duchy of Burgundy was expofed to fimi* 
lar depredations from the dauphin of Auvergne, who commanded for the king in 
that quarter ; and fuch were the a£ts of violence committed on either fide, that 
an ancient chronicler obferves, the French and Burgundians, mad with rage, we^re 
lefs eager to make conquefts, than intent on mutual deftru&ion*. The duke of 
Burgundy, urged by the felicitations of hh fubje&s, the ravage of his .provinces, 
the dearth of provifions which prevailed in his army, and his defire of inflicting 
vengeance on the conftable for facking his towns, at length found himfelf com- 
pelled to leave Normandy, and return to the banks of the Somme, where he re- 
viewed his army, which had fullered fo much in this fruitlefs expedition, as to 
be wholly inadequate to any enterprife of importance. 

Lewis, in reward of the valour and fidelity difplayed by the citizens of Beau- 
vais, to whom he chiefly afcribed the fuccefs of this campaign, granted them pri- 
vileges equal, if not fuperior, to thofe which were enjoyed by the nobility t : he 
allowed them to hold fiefs, and rere-fiefs, exempt from the ufual contributions,, 
and from ail the fervices attached to that fpecies of polTeffion \ he accorded them 
a general exemption from all imports whatever, except fuch as they might levy 
themfelves for the fupport and repair of their fortifications ; and he allowed them 
a total freedom of choice in the ele&ion of their municipal officers. The women,, 
who had lignalifed their courage and fidelity, in, at leaft, an equal degree with 
the men, were not forgotten j it was ordained, that, at an annual feftival to be 
celebrated at Beauvais, in honour of Saint Angadrefme, whofe relics had been 
expofed on the walls during the fiege, the women fhouid take precedency of the 
men, both in the proceflion and at church ; that, as well during this* ceremony, as 
at any other time they chofe, they might wear filks, furs y and belts of gold ; or- 
naments which had hitherto been confined by the laws to people of diftin&ion, and 
which the citizens' wives had been long anxious to acquire the privilege of wear- 
ing and,, laftly, Lewis granted to Jane Fourquet the young heroine who had; 
taken the ftandard from the enemy, and to Colin Pilon, whom fhe had juft mar- 
ried, a total exemption from taxes throughout the kingdom;. 

The truce between the king and the duke of Brittany having expired, Lewis en-~ 
tered the dominions of Francis, and reduced Chantoce, Machecou, and AncenisJ* 
He then advanced as far as Pouance r and 'offered battle to the duke, who was 
alike unwilling to rife an a&ion, and to concludes peace. Being compeled, how~ 
ever, by his fubje&s to fue for an accommodation, he appointed Souplainville and 
Defeflarts, two friends of the lord of Lefcun, who ftill governed the councils of 
Brittany, to treat with the king. Lewis, who was anxious to attach Lefcun to his 
antereft, from the conviction that he then Ihould have nothing to apprehend from 
the fide of Brittany, g<rve the deputies a carte-blanche for themfelves and their 

* Chron. Manufc.— Commines— Meyer. f Hifloire de Beauvais— Mannfc. d'e \t Grand 
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Gsraad. 



r 



S 26 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

friends. Lefcun afked and obtained the government of one half of the duchy of 

Guienne ; the county of Comminges; the order of Saint Michael; a penfion of 
fix thoufand livers, and a gratification of twenty- four thoufand crowns. Souplain- 

viile procured for himfelf a prefent of fix thoufand crowns, and a penfion of twelve 

hundred livers; with the offices of mayor of Bayonne, bailiff of Montargis, and 

fome other places of authority in Guienne. Defeffarts was appointed bailiff of 

Meaux, mafter of the rivers and forefts in Champagne and Brie, with an annu al 

penfion of twelve hundred livres, and an immediate gratification of four thoufand 

crowns. The duke of Brittany, himfelf, obtained a penfion either of fixty or eighty 

thoufand livers, for authors differ as to the fum; and on thefe conditions he con- 
cluded a truce for a year, and confented to leave the towns which Lewis had re- 
duced in the poffeffion of that monarch, till fuch time as a final treaty of peace 
fhould be figned. The only ftipulation which' he made in favour of his ally, the 
duke of Burgundy, was, that he ftiould be allowed to accede to this truce if he 
chofe it; and of this privilege Charles was induced, by the ftate of his army, and 
by fome other confiderations, fo far to avail himfelf, as to confent to a ceffation of 

arms for a few months. 

About this period Phillip de Commines, the hiftorian, quitted the court of Bur- 
gundy, and entered the fervke of Lewis*, as he has negle&ed to explain, in his 
memoirs, the reafons for this defertion of a mafter who had loaded him with ho- 
nours andrewards, and to whofe family he was indebted for the diftinclion which he 
■enjoyed, his conduct is juftly expofed to the charge of ingratitude. 

A. B* 1473.] The fuccefs of theTdng's arms during the laft: campaign, had by 
no means reftored tranquillity to France- The count of Armagnac, undifmayed by 
his former difgrace, obferving that the king was engaged in Brittany, that the duke 
of Burgundy was fullered to ravage Picardy and Normandy, and the king of Ar- 
xagon was preparing to attack the county of Rouflillon, thought the moment fa« 
vourable for obtaining poffeflion of Le&oure, which was then regarded as the key 
to Guienne and Gafcony. For this purpofe he corrupted fome of the officers of 
the garrifon, by whofe means he fecured the place and its governor, the lord of 
Beaujeu, whom Lewis had appointed his lieutenant-general in Guienne. 

At the fame time, the king of Arragon made an irruption into Rouflillon, and 
exhorted his old fubjeft to fhake off the French yoke, and to return to their law- 
ful fovereign. The citizens if Perpignan, moved by his exhortations, flew to 
arms, and compelled du Lau, the governor of the province, to flint himfelf up in 
the citadel. The example of the capital was followed by feverai other towns; Elne 
Argiles, and Canet expelled their garrifons, and Salies, Collioure, and the cita- 
" del of Perpignan, were foon the only places that remained in poffeflion of the 
French* 

The uneafinefs which Lewis experienced on the receipt of this news, was far- 
ther encreafed by entelligence, that the duke of Alengon, a prince of the bloody 
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and father-in-law fo the count of Armagnac, had entered into a negotiation with 
the duke of Burgundy, for furrendering to that prince all the towns and fortreffes 

he poffefied in Normandy and Maine; a meafure which, had it taken effeft, rnuft 

have been attended with the moft ferious confequences. In this delicate conjunc- 
ture, Lewis was at a lofs how to aft; his firft care, however, was to periuade 
the duke of Burgundy to prolong the truce for a year, which he effe&ed, with 
fome difficulty, through the mediation of the duke of Brittany, whofe good offices 
he had fecured by the voluntary reftitution of the town of Ancenis, and by the 
payment of one quarter of his yearly penfion. 

Another enemy which Lewis had to encounter, was Nicholas d'Anjou, duke of 
Lorraine, and titular duke of Galabria, who had been affianced to the princefs 
Anne, daughter to the king, but, who having conceived a difguft at the conduO: 
of Lewis, in offering the hand of his deftined bride to the duke of Guienne, had 
retired intoFlanders; where Charles had fought to attach him to his intereft by ma- 
king him a tender of his daughter, the fole heirefs to all his dominions. The 
king, however, was freed from all apprehenfions from that quarter, by the death 
of Nicholas, who expired fuddenly, not without fufpicions of having been poi^ 
foned. 

Immediately after the prolongation of the truce, the king fecured the perfon of 
the duke of Alen^on, whom he delivered into the hands of the parliament of 
Paris. But the count of Armagnac was a more formidable enemy 7 fince he had 
thrown a ftrong garrifon into the caftle of Le&oure, and made every preparation 
for an obftinate defence* Lewis, not daring to leave hi3 frontiers expofed to the 
attacks of the duke of Burgundy, employed the militia of the fouthern provinces 
to reduce the count ; but after that nobleman had fuftained afiege of two months,, 
the feafon being far advanced, and the king of Arragon having embraced the* 
opportunity to complete the reduction of Rouffillon, the king fent orders to his 
generals to open a negociation with him. The terms required by the count, were 
thefe ; he demanded a fafe conduft that he might appear at court, andjuftify 
himfelf to the king, with regard to the crimes of which he was accufed ; fuch an 
eftablilhment for the countefs, his wife, as would enable her to live in a? manner 
fuitable to her rank and birth ; a general amnefty for all his followers and parti- 
fans ; and a confirmation of the privileges of the citizens and other inhabitants of : 
Le&oure. Thefe conditions were immediately accepted by cardinal Jouffroi, bi~ 
fhop of Albi, who commanded the expedition, and, in order to give the greater 
folemnity to the agreement, that prelate is faid to have broken a confecrated wafer-, 
one half of which he gave to the count, : and the other he fwallowed hhnfelf. — 
Every thing being thus arranged, they were proceeding to fulfil the articles of 
the capitulation, when the king's troops, profiting by the fecurity -of the 
garrifon, entered the town, and: forced their way to the counts houfc, where 
one Gorgias maflacred him with his poignard* For this abominable aft of trea- 
chery, which Lewis himfelf had doubtiefs commanded, that execrable tyrant re- 
garded the affa&n with a filver cup filled with xnoney, and 3. commiffion in hh- 
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own guards. The countefs of Armagnac, and her female attendants, were {trip- 
ped by a brutal foldiery ; the houfes of the citizens were pillaged ; their wives 
and daughters raviflied ; and the old men and children inhumanly maffacred ; af- 
ter which the town was reduced to afhes. That nothing might be wanting to 
complete the horror of the fcene, the countefs, who was pregnant, was dragged 
to the caftle of Buzet, where the favages compelled her to fwallow a noxious 
draught, calculated to deftroy the infant in her womb ; and which, -in the fhorr. 
fpace of two days, put a period to her own exiftence. Several of the count'* 
partifans were afterwards brought to the fcaffold. 

After the death of the count of Armagnac, Lewis made a fruitlefs attempt to 

recover the county of Rouffillon ; foiled by the talents and courage of the old 
king of Arragon, he was compelled to accept a truce for two months ; and, after 
throwing fupplies into the citadel of Perpignan, and the towns of Salies and Cal« 

lioure, the army returned to France* 

The duke of Burgundy had been induced to confent to the prolongation of the 
truce with France, by an opportunity which prefented itlelf at that time for ex- 
tending his dominions on the fide of the RJiine *. From Sigifmond, the prodi- 
gal and voluptuous duke of Auftria, he acquired, for the fum of eighty thoufand 
German florins, the county of Ferrette or Pfirt, and the Landgraviate of Alface, 
fubjeft to redemption by that prince or his heirs ; and, by the will of Arnou, 
duke of Gueldres, he fucceeded to that duchy, and to the county of Zutphen, 
to the prejudice of A iolphus, who, on account of his unnatural conduft, had 
been disinherited by his father. 

Lewis profited by this interval of repofe to marry his two daughters ; Anne, the 
eldeft, who had been affianced to the duke of Lorraine, he gave to Peter of 
Bourbon, lord of Beaujeu, and prefumptive heir to the duke of Bourbon, The 
youngeft, Mary, who was greatly inferior to her fifter, both in perfonal and men- 
tal endowments., married the duke of Orleans, the firft prince of the blood, to 
whom £he had been promifed in her infancy. Each of the princeffes had one 
hundred thoufand crowns affigned them for their marriage portion. 

During a fruitlefs negociation for a peace that was opened between Lewis and 
the duke of Burgundy, the conftable perceiving the impofiibility of a perfeft re- 
conciliation between fuch inveterate rivals, refolved to make fome attempt towards 
the eftablifliment of that independence to which he had fo long afpired. With 
this view he had the audacity to expel the king's troops from the town of Saint 
Quentin, of which he was governor, to introduce a garrifon of his own, and to 
exaft an oath of allegiance from the inhabitants. Lewis, enraged at the rebel- 
lious conduct of this powerful fubjeft, immediately fuppreiTed his penfions, and 
feized on all the eftates * 7 hich he poffeiTed in France ; but, on cool refle&ion, thefe 
proceedings appeared to him imprudent, fince they might force the conftable to 
clainj the protection of the duke of Burgundy ; he, therefore, determined to 

£ Hiftoire dc Lorraine, par Dom Calmet — Haroei Annal. Brabant. 
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temporiie, and exprefled a willingnefs to liften to the conftableVjuftification. 
Saint Paul then informed him, by letter, that having detected a correfpondence 
between the duke of Burgundy and the garrifon of Saint Quentin, the only mode 
that occurred to him of preferving the place from the attempts of the enemy, 
was to take poffeflion of it himfelf, and garrifon it with troops and officers oft 
whofe fidelity he could rely. . Lewis, pretending to be a dupe to this artifice, en* 
deavoured to draw the conftable to court, by fending him word that he wiflied to 
xonfult him on matters of thehigheftiimportance- But Saint Paul was too well 
acquainted with the. king's difpofition :to fall into thefnare-; -he declined, the inter- 
view, and entered ;in to ; a private rnegociation with the dukes of Burgundy and 

Brittany, and with fome.of the difcontented nobility of France. 

A. D. 1474.3 At the commencement of this year, one John Hardy had form- 
red a plan .for poifoning the king, at the inftigation, it is faid, of Ithier, a rich 
.merchant, who: had formerly been in the fervice of the duke of Guienne, but, 

fince the death of ;that prince, had retired into Flanders. Two of the king's 
domeftics, to whom^Hardy had applied for afliftance in the profecution of his 
.fcheme, revealed : .it to Lewis, and the criminal was accordingly tried by the mu- 
nicipal officers of Paris, whb fentenced him to be quartered alive. Soon after 
.this. event, .the truce between the king and the duke of Burgundy was prolong. 
. ed . to the firft of May, .1475. 

The prolongation of this truce alarmed the king of Arragon, with whom Lewis 
had lately concluded a fraudulent treaty, which . he refolved to break on the firft 
: favourable opportunity that fliould occur. In order to found his* intentions, the 
,Arrag6nian monarch fent ambaffadors to France, to complain of the conduft of 
: the French governors, who were guilty of continual infra&ions of the treaty.; 
.and, if they fliould find .it imppffible to obtain redrefs, they were then to affert 
:the claims of Arragon to Rpuflillon and Cerdagna. Lewis refufed an audience 
to thefe ambafladors, and referred them to a council whom he had appointed to 
receive their complaints. The council, in compliance with the anftru£tions they 
.had received, put them off from time to time, on the mod frivolous pretexts, 
and, in fhort, convinced them, by their conduft, that the chief 6bje£t of their 
embafiy muft:remain,unaccomplilhed. Finding this to be the cafe, they proceeded 
to enforce the . pretenfions of their mafter to the difputed territories. ' The coun- 
ties of RouffiHon arid Cerdagne had always— rthey obferved— formed a part of the 
•kingdonvof Arragon, .till the treaty' of 1462, when they had been firft ceded to 
the king of France, ^on condition that he fhould pay the Arragonian monarch the 
Turn of three hundred thoufand crowns, and fupply him with fix hundred lances, 
,and a fuitable train of artillery, tillfuch time as he fhould have completed the re^ 
-duftion of Catalonia ; that the king of France, however, had not only negle&ed 
to fulfil this laft part of the agreement, but had even fomented the revolt of the 
cGatalonians, and openly ferit fuccours to John of Anjou, duke of Lorraine,' who 

%d placed himfelf at the head of the rebels. ' ' . 

» * . - 
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Thefe were fatts that would not admit of confutation ; but Lewis was neither 
to be fwayed by reafon or juftice, in oppofition to the fuggeftions of interefL The 
ambafladors therefore were difmiffed, but means were found to detain them on the 
road,, tiii fuck time as a French army had entered Rouffillon, and reduced the 
town of Elne, the governor of which they beheaded- They then took Figuieres, 

and proceeded to inveft the ftrong town of Perpignan. 

Frefh conferences were now opened between the king and the duke of Burgun- 
dy ; and their plenipotentiaries, having met at Bou vines, unanimoufly agreed to 
confider the. conftable as the chief obftacle to the conclufion of a peace ; it was- 
he, they obferved, who, in order to gratify his own infatiate ambition, had been, 
the firft promoter of the war for the public good ; it was he who had firft fuggeft- 
ed the idea of a marriage between the duke of Guienne and theprincefs of Bur- 
gundy 5 and it was he who had engaged the king to break the treaty of Peronne, 
by promiling to put him in poffeflion of Amiens and Saint Quentin : fince that 
time, they added, he had been ftudious to foment the animofity which fubfifted 
between the king and the duke, by calumnious aflertions, and by falfe reports ? 
a perfidious friend, a dangerous fpy, fertile in the invention of plots and ftrata- 
gems, he would never, they averred, permit the reftoration of peace and con- 
cord. His ruin, was therefore, refolved on ; and Lewis, who had not forgotten: 
his audacity, in the affair of Saint Quentin, chearfully confirmed the refolution 
of the plenipotentiaries. It was agreed that the king fhould cede to the duke of 
-Burgundy, Saint Quentin, Ham, and Bohain ; and that the duke fhould, in re- 
Sum,, fecure the conftable, and deliver him up to Lewis ; but notwithftanding 
every precaution that prudence could fuggeft for keeping fecret the principal ob- 
ject of this negociation, the conftable gained intelligence of what was, in agita- 
tion.. He immediately wrote to the king, obferving, that the duke of Burgundy ^ 
enraged at his inability either to furprife or feduce him, was endeavouring to pro- 
mote his ruin, but as it would be an eafy matter for him to juftify his conduft, 
he entreated the king not to force him to an involuntary acceptance of the duke's 
offers. Lewis, whofe fufpicions were ever awake, imagined that the duke of. 
Burgundy had, himfelf- informed the conftable of the objetl of their negocia- 
tion, in order to induce him to court his prote&ion ; and, under this imprefTion, 
he difpatched a courier to his plenipotentiaries, ordering them to retraft any of- 
fers, they might have made ; and, at the fame time, he accepted the conftable's 
propofal for an interview, which accordingly took place, on a bridge, between. 
La Fere and Noyon, where the fame precautions were adopted that had been em- 
ployed to fo little purpofe, at the fatal conference on the bridge of Montereau. — - 
Lewis liftened with attention to the conftable' s jollification of his own condu£t ? 
and pretending to be convinced by his arguments, he loaded that imperious vaffal 
with careffes, and permitted him to return. But the deep diffimulation of Lewis; 
was not unmarked by the penetrating, eye of Saint-Paul, who now plainly per- 
ceived that his deftruttion was fully refolved on.^ He had but one means of 
averting the impending danger j which was, by furrenderihg the towns in his pof- 

Seffion to the duke of Burgundy, but in that cafe. he.muft have renounced his fa» 



* 



1474] LEWIS THE ELEVENTH* S y z 

vourite proje& of independence, and have fubmitted to the mercy and caprice of a 
matter to whom he had given juft caufe for offence. The obftinate ftruggle which 
took place in his mind between fear and ambition, prevented him from adopting 
any decifive refolution. Three times did he invite the Burgundian-t roops to take 
poiTeffion of Saint Quentin, and as often did he fhut the gates againfl them. 

The duke of Alencpon was now brought to trial by the parliament of Paris, and 
being convicted of confpiring againft: the ftate ; of maintaining a criminal corre- 
fpondence with the enemies of the kingdom ; of homicide ; of confifcating the 
current coin of the realm ; and of an intent to deliver his towns to the duke of 
Burgundy ; he was pronounced guilty of high treafon, and condemned to die, 
All his pofleffions were declared to be forfeited to the crown *. His punifhment, 
however, was changed into perpetual imprifonment, and the greater part of his 
eftates were reftored to his fon, the count of Perche. The duke died in prifon^ 
about two years after his triaL 

An infurre&ion of the people of Bourges, on account of an extraordinary tax: 
for the repair and fupport of the fortifications of that city, though fpeedily quell- 
ed, alarmed the jealous and fufpicious temper of Lewis, who conceived it to be 
the elfefl of fome general plan for overturning his government. He therefore ef- 
tablifhed an armed inqufition in Bourges; the members whereof had full power 
of life and death over all the inhabitants, of whatever rank ; and they were 
ftri&ly enjoined by Lewis, to be diligent in their fearch, and fevere in their 
punifliments ; the tyrant even delignated fome of the principal citizens, who, he 
defired, might be hanged at the doors of their own houfes. Fortunately, the 
commiffioners were more juft and merciful than their fovereign ; fome few 
only of the infurgents were executed, though many of the inhabitants were 
baniflied, and ftill more of them fined. The municipal officers we re depofed 



(lead 



felf the right of naming them. 

But the attention of Lewis was foon called to obje&s of a more alarming na- 
ture, to dangers of greater magnitude, which threatened no lefs than the fub- 
verfion of his throne, and the defti uftion of the monarchy. We have already 
obferved, that immediately after the defeat of the Lancaftrians by Edward the 
Fourth, that monarch had propofed to aflift the duke of Burgundy in conquering 
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propofal, through fear of offending the French nobility, with 
an alliance. This objection, however, being now removed by the death of the 
duke of Guienne, the project was revived. Edward, ftill ftimulated by a fpirit 
of revenge againfl Lewis, for the affiftance which he had already afforded to the 



mi 



itill afford to the friends of that family, determined to attack his dominions ; 
and, though the conduct of the duke of Burgundy, during Edward's exile, had 

■aot been fuch as could. infpire him with any fentiments of efteemfor that prince,, 
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the political interefts of their ftates proved the means of maintaining a clofe con- 
nection between them ; and they agreed to unite their arms in making a powerful 
invafion of France. A league was accordingly, formed, in which Edward ftipulated 
to pafs the feas with an army exceeding ten thoufand men, and to make an incur- 
lion into the territories of Lewis ; Charles promifed to join him with all his force?; 
the king of England was to lay claim to the crown of France, and to obtain, at 
leaft, the provinces of Normandy and Guienne; while the duke was to acquire 
Champagne, and to exonerate all his dominions from the burthen of homage to 
the French monarch ; and neither party was to make peace without the confent of 
the other*. 

The duke of Brittany alfo joined the league, and was to obtain the county of 
Poitou as his portion of the fpoil ; he required to be fupplied with a body of 
Englifh troops, to the amount of three thoufand ; and piomifed to do more good 
to the caufe of the confederates in one month, by the fecret correfpondence 
which he maintained in France, than the combined forces of England and Bur- 
gundy could eiTe£l in fix j for which purpofe, however, he deemed it neceflary 
to diflemble with Lewis f. The conftable, too, was not idle on this occafion ; he 
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towns which he occupied on the river Somme. 



Qu 



If Charles had been as careful in the regulation of his.: own conduft, as he 
was in directing the future operations of his allies j if he had employed the inter- 
nal of tranquillity allowed him by the truce in forming alliances with the neigh- 
bouring princes, in difciplining his troops, and • in preparing magazines ; if, in* 
tent on his principal objeft, he had reje&ed all fchemes that were foreign from 
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and that Lewis, in fpite of his courage and activity, muft, infallibly, have been 
fubdued. Independent of the combined forces of England, Burgundy, and' 
Brittany, he had to dread. the efforts of the conftable, whofe office, birth, fortune, 
and abilities* gave him-, a great influence over the minds of the French nobility. 
The duke of Bourbon was difcontented with the king, and was alfo the friend 
and ally of the honfe of Burgundy ; Rene . d'Anjou, titular king of Sicily, af- 
fcribing all hisioffefs and misfortunes to Lewis, had already conceived a defign of 

making : Charles his heir ; the duke of Nemours was enraged at the humiliation 
he had lately experienced, and . at the affaffination of his kinfman, the count of 
of Armagnacj the duchefs of Savoy, fifter to Lewis, allured by the hope of 
marrying her fon to the heirefs of Burgundy, had embraced the party of Charles, 
and had prevailed on the duke of Milan to follow her example ; the king of 



king 



the court of Burgundy 



war with France. What forces could Lewis have oppofed to enemies tl 
onerous and powerful ? His attempts to defend one province muft have left 
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others open to attack ; the moft fplendid viftory could only have fecured the pre- 
servation of a town, while a fingle defeat might have proved fatal to the mo- 
narchy. Charles, who was the foul of the confederacy, had it now in his power 
to decide on the fate of France j but, hurried away by the native impetuofity 
of his mind, and by his inordinate ambition, he had not courage to refift the 
deceitful allurements, of fortune: with a view to extend his dominions on the 
fide of Germany, and to forward the accomplifhment of his favourite project, the 
ere&ion of his territories into a kingdom, he undertook to reftore the bifhop of 
Cologne, who had been depofed by the people *. This engaged him in a war 
with the whole Germanic body ; and the obftinate defence made by the ftrong 
tow T n of Nuiz on the Rhine, in the fiege of which his whole army was employed,, 
clifabled him from fulfilling his treaty with Edward; and, of courfe, difconcerted 
all his projefts, with regard to the conqueft of France. 

Lewis, meanwhile, formed an alliance with the Swifs cantons, and promoted 
a reconciliation between them and Sigifmond,- duke of Auflria, who was anxious 
to recover the county of Ferrette, and the Landgraviate of Alface, which he had 

- — ^ m mm* r+ ^ *m 1 1 V . mm — 



pledged to the duke of Burgundy. 
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joined this confederacy, and, as they had an evident intereft in preventing Charles- 
from forming any eftablifliments in their vicinity, they fupplied Sigifmond with 
the fum that was requifite for the redemption of his territories. Charles refufmcr 
to accept the money, the allies ente^:d the county of Ferrette, and reftored it to 
the duke of Auftria; the Swifs then penetrated into Franche-Comte, defeated* 
the provincial militia, took the towns of Blamont and Gramont by affault, and, . 
after cutting in pieces a body of troops under the command of the count of Ro-* 
mont, a prince of the houfe. of Savoy, returned, to their mountains laden with', 
booty.. 

A. D. 1475] During thefe tranfaftions, the king of England' had'been em- 
ployed in. making the moft formidable preparations for his projected enterprife y , 
and in forming farther alliances in order to enfure its fuccefs. He concluded 
treaties with the emperor, and with Ferdinand, king of Sicily ; he alfo pro- 
longed the truce with Scotland to the year 1515, and fecured the friendftiip 
of the Scots, by concluding a contraft of marriage between their prince and his 
then youngeft daughter, the princefs Cecilia, both of them infants. All the 
neceffary preparations being, at length, completed, Edward failed from Sandwich 
about midfummer, and landed fafe at Calais with a powerful army, confifting. 
of fifteen hundred men at arms, and fifteen thoufand archers, attended by all the 
principal nobility of England. His firlt ftep was to difpatch a herald to Lewis, 
to claim the crown of France, and to deliver him a defiance, in cafe of refufah 
Lewis, inftead of fufFering his refentment to diftate an anfwer to the proud 
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the king of England, \tho, he knew, had been urged to undertake the prefent 
expedition by the duke of Burgundy, and the conftable ; whofe advice had been 
Influenced by the moft interefted motives, and who would not fail to abandon 
their ally, the'moment their own private views (hould be gratified. Lewis then 
made the herald a prefent of three hundred crowns ; and promifed him the farther 
Sum of one thoufand, if he would employ his good offices in effecting an accom- 
modation. The herald, who was a native of Normandy, won by the conde- 
fcenfion not lefs than the liberality of Lewis, readily promifed to promote his 
views to the utmoft of his power ; and advifed him to addrefs all his pro- 
posals for peace to the lords Howard and Stanley, who had great influence over 
Edward, and who were averfe from his prefent conduct. The French monarch 
then committed the herald to the care of Philip de Commines, with a drift 
charge to fpare neither pains nor expence in making him contented with his 
reception. 

The king now exerted himfeif to the utmoft in order to put his kingdom in a 
proper ftate of defence, and no refources were neglefted which human forefight 
or activity could fupply. The army which be Tent into Roufhllon, was ftili 
engaged in the fiege of Perpignan, which would probably have refilled every 
attempt to reduce it, but for the death of Henry, king of Caftiie, which called 
off the attention of the king of Arragon to another quarter. The dreadful 
fituation to which the town was, by this time, reduced, may be conceived from 
the circumftance of a woman, who, having loft one of her children by hunger, 
cut the body into pieces, and ufed it as the means of preferving her own life, 
and that of her remaining child *. The inhabitants, unable any longer to fuppcrt 
their complicated diilrefles, capitulated, and obtained the liberty, for fuch as 
Ihould not ehufe to remain in the town, to retire into the territories of the king 
of Arragon. Lewis, enraged at the refiftance he had experienced, ordered the 
moft opulent citizens of Perpignan, and all the principal nobility in the envi- 
rons, to be maflacred; but Boufiie, who had been appointed governor of the 
province, exerted, on*this occafion, the humanity of a Chriftian, and the dignity 
; of a man ; he peremptorily refufed to obey the orders of this vindictive and 
blood-thirfty tyrant ; and, by a fpirited remonftrance, laved the deftined viftims 
from unmerited deftruftion. ^ 

The king, by the reduction of Perpignan, being enabled to form a junction of 
his forces, ordered his whole army to advance to the frontiers of Picardy ; where 
they fpeedily reduced the towns of Tronquoi, Mcntdidier, Roie, Brai-upon- 
Somme, and Corbie. They then penetrated into the province of Artois, burnt 
a number of fortreiTes, and advanced to the very gates of Arras. The garrifon* 
of that town, having made an injudicious fally, fuftained a total defeat, and 

James de Saint-Paul, brother to the conftable, was taken a prifoner, with feveral 
other officers of rank. 

Manufc. de le Grand- 
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Edward, in the mean time, had advanced intoPicardy, expe&ing to be joined 
by the forces of the duke of Burgundy, according to the promife of that prince;' 
but the army which Charles had led into Germany was, from the attacks of the 
enemy, and from the hardfhips of a winter campaign, rendered wholly unfit 
for farther fervice. To pacify Edward, who was greatly difgufted with his con- 
duct, the duke repaired in perfon to the Englifh camp, apoligized for this breach- 
of treaty, and aflured him that the conftable would furrendcr to him the ftronr 
town of St. Quentin : but when the Englifh army approached that place, Saint- 
Paul fired upon them from the ramparts, and, by an unexpected fally, put great 
numbers of them to death. The duke of Burgundy, who was Hill with the 
Englifh army, being neither able to account for this fingular conduct of the' 
conftable, nor to fupport the fevere reproaches of the Englim monarch, departed 
abruptly, and left Edward in a violent rage, bellowing execrations on his treache- 
rous allies, and expreffing his difguft at an expedition from which he was not 
likely to derive either honour or emolument. 

During thefe tranfactions, a man arrived at Compiegne, from the Englifh camp, 
who afked to fpeak with the king; he proved to be a lacquey in the fervice of the- 
lord of Graflai, and having been the firft prifoner that was taken, he was difniifled P - 
according to acuftom which then prevailed, without a ranfom. On quiting the* 
camp, he had met the lords Howard and Stanley,- who had given him fome money, 
and told him to recommend them to the good graces of the king, his mafter, in 
cafe he fhould find an opportunity of fpeaking to him. Proud of his commiffion^ 
the man refolved on fulfilling it without delay; and immediately after his arrival at 
Compiegne; though the night was far advanced, heinfified on feeing Lewis; Tbut 
his requeft was refufed; and being taken for a fpy, he was thrown into prifon. 
Lewis however, having paid him a vifit, ordered him to be releafed, and determin- 
ed to fend him as a herald to Edward. The man, whofe name was Merindot,. 

having received his inftru&ions, and being provided with the. drefa of a herald^. 

which he was ordered not to put on till he (hould approach the Englifh camp,. 

left, the objeft of his million being difcovered by the partifans of the duke of 
Burgundy, he fliould be prevented from proceeding, fet out on his journey* 
The prefent difpofition of Edward was highly favourable to the fuccefs of his ■ 
negotiation ^ and he acquitted himfelf fo well, that that monarch was induced' 
to hold a council in his camp^ near Feronne, on. the thirteenth of Auguft, in^ 
which the poverty of the army, the near approach of winter, and the treacherous 
negle£l of his allies^ were urged as ftrong incitements to the negociation of a 
truce; and a commiffion was, accordingly, given to lord Howard and three 
others, for that purpofe. The admiral of France, Saint-Pierre and the bilhop of 
Evreux, were appointed by the king, to confer with the Engliih plenipotentiaries* - 
Lewis, anxious, to bring this affair to a fpeedy termination,, ordered* Doriole, 

•who had fucceeded to the high office of Chancellor, on the death of ^Juvenal • 
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, to affix the great feal to fix blank fheets^of parchment, which 
mploy for the purpofe of attaching Edwards chief minifters and cc 
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meant to empiuy iui uic yurpuic ui aiunjumg i^uwarp 5 ciuci nuiuntxs ana coun* 

fellors to his intereft *. He then fent the chancellor, with Matthew Beauvarlef, 
and Michael Gaillard, to Paris, to prepare what money =he wanted ; and thefe 
./comniifiioners obtained from the parliament all the different fums which had been 
lodged in that court till fuch time as the pretenfions of the .various claimants 
.could be eftablifhed ; but they were obliged to enter into a private obligatiqn 
to reftore them, whenever they fhould be called upon for that purpofe. The 
prefidents pf .the parliament alio borrowed, in their own names, of James Erlan* 
two thoufand .crowns, which they delivered to the commiffioners, who pledged 
themfelves for the repayment of the money before the firft of O&ober following* 
Thefe fafts, with many others of a fimilar nature, which occur in the Hiftory 
of France, prove that the king never borrowed money in his own name ; and 
.that thofe whom he appointed to borrow for him, were obliged to become fecurity 
for the re-payment, and adtually to pay the money, if the king negle&ed to pay 

it himfelf. By this means the flate never contra&ed any debts. 

As Lewis was refolved oil -peace, the plenipotentiaries .experienced no obftruc- 
tion ;in ;the,accompj[ifi>ment of their talk ; and a truce, for feven years, was con- 
cluded 011 the ninteenth of Auguft, on fuch terms as the Englifh chqfe to prefcribe 
which certainly were not very honourable to Lewis. It was ftipulated — That th 
king of France fhould pay the fum of feventy-five thoufand crowns to the king 
of England, within fifteen days ; that he fhould, moreover, pay him fifty thou- 
fand crowns a-year, during their joint lives ; that the dauphin of France, when of 
age, fhould marry the princefs Elizabeth, one of Edward's daughter's ; and that 
Edward fhould withdraw his army from France, as foon as he fhould have receiv- 
ed the feventy-five thoufand crowns. In this truce fuch of the allies as chofe to 
accede Xo it w ere comprehended L By one article of the treaty, Lewis engaged 
to pay Edward fifty thoufand crowns., for the releafe of Margaret of Anjou ; in 
confequence of which, that unfortunate princefs was fulfered to return -to her 
native country, where fhe fpent the remainder of her days in tranquil privacy, 
till the year 4482, when fhe diedo This a& of generofity would refleft honour 
on Lewis, did not his fubfequent conduct to the relations of Margaret, afford 
. juft grounds for : belieying that he was entirely fwayed by motives of intereft J. 
When eyery point had thus been amicably adjufted, an interview took place 
between the two .monarchs, on a bridge over the Somme, at Pequigni, near 
Amiens, in the .tenter whereof a flrong .barrier was ere&ed, and where fuch 
other precautions were adopted, as the treacherous fpirit of the times feemed to 
juftify. Edward ?tnd Lewis here fwore, in the mod. folemn manner, to a ftrici 

obfervance of the treaty.) after which, they patted fome time in friendly and 
familiar converfation. 
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Lewis was not only anxious to acquire the friendfhipof Edward, but the confi- 
dence of theEnglifli nation, and of the chief perfons in the Englifli court. With 
this view he was profufe in the diftribution of prefents ; he beftowed annual pen- 
sions, to the amount of fixteen thoufand crowns, on feveral of Edward's favou- 
rites ; on lord Haftings, one of two thoufand crowns ; on the lords Howard, 
'Stanley, and others, in proportion ; and thefe noblemen were not afliamed thus; 
to receive the wages of corruption from a foreign potentate. Lord Haftings, 
indeed, refufed for fome years, to give a receipt for his penfion, that no proof of 
-his infamy might be preferved in the public regiflers of France. As % the 

two armies, after the conclufionof the truce, remained fome days in the vicinity 

of each other, Lewis fent the Englifh troops a prefent of three hundred cart-loads 
of the bell wine his country produced ; he likewife admitted them freely into 
Amiens, the place of his refidence, where he defrayed all their charges, order- 
ing every inkceper to fupply them with whatever they fhould require, without ex- 
acting any payment. In confequence of this indulgence, they flocked thither in. 
fuch multitudes, that above nine thoufand of them were once in the town at the 
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fame time, when they might have eafily fecured the king's perfon ; but Lewi 
concluding, from their diffolute manner of living, that no danger was to be ap- 
prehended, was careful not to betray the fmalleft: figns of fufpicion or miftruft ; 
and when Edward, informed of this diforder, defired him to fliut the gates againffc 
them, he replied, that he never would confent to exclude the Engliih from any 
place where he refided ; but that Edward, if he pleafed, might recal them, and 
fix his own officers at the gates of Amiens to prevent their return*'. 

The extreme eagernefs of Lewis to acquire the confidence and friendfhip of the 
EngliQijhad induced him to make fome imprudent advances, which afterwards cau- 
fed him no ftnall trouble to evade. During the conference on the bridge of Pequigni, 
he told Edward, that he fhould be glad to be favored with a vifit from him at Paris, 
where he would introduce him to the beauties of that metropolis; and, fhould any 
offences requiring pardon be the confequence of fuch introdu&ion, he would affign 
him the cardinal de Bourbon for a confefforf, who would not fail to give him ah- 
folution. This hint made a deeper impreffion than Lewis intended. Lord Howard, 
who accompanied him on his return to Amiens, told him, in confidence, that if he 
-were fo difpofed, it would be very poffible to perfuade Edward to take a journey 
with him to Paris, where they might indulge themfelves in mirth and recreation. 
Lewis, at nrft, pretended not to hear the offer, but, on Howard's repeating it, he 
exprcJTed his concern, that the war in which he was engaged with the duke of Bur- 
gundy, would not premit him to wait on his royal gueft, and do him the honours 
lie intended. 4C Edward, 55 faid he, privately, to Commines, " is a very handfome^ 
and a very amorous prince: fome lady at Paris may like him as well as he fhali 
like lier, and may invite him to return thither in another manner. I am very 

Philip de Commines, 1. iv. p, 289* 

«f This cardinal was Charles of Bourbon, youcgeft brother to John the Second, duke of Bourbon. 
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Cc glad to have him, for a friend and brother, beyond the fea; but I am not fond 
Cc of his company; his predeceifors took up their refidence fomewhattoo long at 
Cq Paris and in Normandy, It is better that the fea be between us." 

Lewis, anxious to haften the departure of the Englifh, paid, without delay, the 
ftiplated fum, when the Englifh monarch embarked at Calais, and arrived at En- 
gland on the twenty-eighth of September. Thus ended an expedition which had 
given fuch ferious alarm to the king of France, and which had been attended with 
fuch confiderable expence, that the money he had received from Lewis, together 
with his penlion, formed but a very inadequate compenfation to Edward, who 

could only boaft of having humbled his adverfary. But that adverfary, regard- 
ing intereft as the fole tefl of honour, not only bore his humiliation with patience?, 
but conceived that he had obtained a very important advantage over Edward, by 
purchafing his departure on fuch eafy terms. This, indeed;, was a fouree of tri- 
umph to Lewis, though he was careful to conceal his joy, and ftri&Iy prohibited his 
courtiers from treating the Englifh with that mockery and derifion to which he 
thought they had fairly fubje&ed themfelves. One evening, however, when he 
was off his guard, his exultations got the better of his prudence, and he indul- 
ged himfelf in raillery at the eafy fimplicity of Edward and his council; but,, 
while he was talking, he perceived a man (landing in one corner of the room, 
who had overheard all his converfation. He proved to be a Gafcon merchant, 
fettled in England, who had come to afk the king's permiffibn to export a few 
pipes of wine, without paying the ufual duties. Lewis was immediately fenfible 
of his indifcretion, and he offered the Gafcon fuch advantages in his own country,, 
as engaged him to remain in France. " It is but juft," faid the king, " that I 
" fhould pay the penalty of my talkativenefs V 

Edward, previous to his embarkation, had fent to apprife the duke of Burgun- 
dy of the truce which he had concluded with Lewis, and to inform him, that he. 
was at liberty to accede t0 it if he chofef. But Charles told his envoys, that he 
had not invited the Englifh into France to procure him a truce, but merely, to. fur- 
niflithem with the means of repairing their former loffes ; that he had believed 
Edward to be worthy of the rank he enjoyed, but after his late conduct, he was 
at liberty to depart as foon as he thought proper ; and to convince him, purfued.- 
the duke, that I (land in no need of his afiiftance, I engage to conclude neither 
peace nor truce with France, till three months after his return to. England. He 
was not, however, faithful to his word', for, yielding to the earned folicitations of 
Lewis, he was prevailed on to fend plenipotentiaries to.Soleure, a fmall town in 
the duchy of Luxembourg, where a truce for nine years was figned between 
France and Burgundy, on the thirteenth j of September. The conftable was the* 
firft vi&im of the reconciliation, between the two princes ; Charles fwore never to 
pardon him, and engaged, if he fliould fall into his hands, to deliver him up to the 
king j in return for which Lewis engaged to cede to the duke the towns of Saint 

# Commines— Gamier , torn* xviii. p. 171; t Commines— Meyer— Le Grand* 
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Quentin, Ham and Bohain, with all the treafures which the conftable had amaff- 
ed. Lewis farther promifed to give no affiftance, either direftly or indirectly, to 
the young duke of Lorraine, whom he had incited to take up arms againft Charles; 
he alfo engaged to aflift Charles againft the emperor, the citizens of Cologne, and 
all their adherents. Edward, who was preparing to embark for England, when 
he heard of this negoclation, lent Thomas Montgomery to the king, to entreat 
him to make no conceffion to his proud vaffal, and to tell him, that if he flood m 
need of affiftance, he would himfelf return in the enfuing fpring, with all his 
forces, and aid him to fubdue the duke of Burgundy. This offer, however, Lewis 



deemed it prudent to rejeft. 



of Burg 



king 



x o — 

of Arragon, for a year 
defenfive league with th 

ther ; by which he engaged to lead an army into the kingdom of Arragon, after 
Alphonfo fhould have effected the expulfion of Ferdinand from the kingdom of 



; and, immediately after, he entered into an cffenfive and 
le king of Portugal, againft prince Ferdinand and his fa- 



Caftile. 



prehended in th 



Although the duke of Brittany had, as an ally, been con m 
truce which Lewis had figned with the king of England and the duke of Burgun 
dy, and although Edward had exprefsly declared to the king himfelf, that if any 
attack were made on the duke, he would aflift him, with all his forces, yet Lewis 
refolved to profit by the prefent interval of tranquillity to make him accede to fuch 
terms as he fhould chufe to di£tate. Francis unable to oppofe his efforts, ap- 
pointed plenipotentiaries, who figned a treaty with Lewis ; by which the duke re- 
nounced all alliance with the enemies of the ftate, and engaged to affift the king 
with all his forces in defence of the kingdom, whenever called on for that purpofe, 
but not to march beyond the limits of his duchy. 

Lewis now profitted by the abfence of the duke of Burgundy, who was enga- 
ged in an attempt to reduce the ducyof Lorraine, to execute his fchemes of re- 
venge againft the conftable. Saint Paul, appriled of his intentions, renounced 
•all his projects of independence, and only thought of faving his life- In this 
emergency he applied to Charles, to whom he offered to furrender all the places 

in his poffeffion, provided he would afford him prote&ion. The duke, notwith- 
Handing his late engagements with the king, accepted his offer, granted him a 

fafe conduct, and fent a body of troops to take poffeffion of Saint Quentin* But 
he was anticipated by Lewis, who fuddenly advanced, with twenty thoufand men, 
to the gates of that town, fome of whofe inhabitants he had previoufly engaged 



Mons. Saint Qu 



of 
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Ham, Bohain, and Beaurevoir. When Lewis had thus difpoffeffed the conftable 
of all his places, he called upon Charles to fulfill the conditions of the treaty of 
Soleure. Charles was then engaged in the fiege of Nancy, and as he was at a 

jEoft how to att, he wifhed to defer his anfwer till he had reduced that city, but 
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infifted 



the lord of Craon. to 



advance, with a ftrong body of troops, to the confines of Lorraine. The duke 
of Burgundy, confcious of his inability to complete the reduction of that pro- 
vince, if oppofed by the king of France, ordered Hugonet and Imbercourt to re- 
pair to Mens, and at the expiration of eight days to deliver up the conftable to the 
king's envoys. He expefled before that time to be niafter of Nancy, when he 
might fend a counter order to his minifters ; but the place held out fome days lon- 
ger than he expe&ed, and the counter- order arrived three hours too late. The 
conftable was delivered into the hands of the admiral of France, and the lord 
of Saint Pierre, who had advanced to the frontiers to receive him : he was thence 



he fullered decapit2ition.. 



fted 



Ou 



Bohain to Charles, with all the treafures and moveable; effe&s of the conftahie 9 ~ 

referring only for himfelf the eft'ates which Saint-Paul polfeffed in France. On 



this occafion Lewis obferved, " 



of 



*< ged in a fox-chace ; that Charles had carried off the fax's ftin, which was valua- 
* c Ole 9 but that the flefto, which was good for nothing, had fallen to his floare*'" 

A. D. 1476.] Charles had, by this time, added the country of Lorraine to 
his former dominions ; but though he polTeffed the courage and ambition of a. 
cona A uerer, he had neither the prudence nor policy of a ftatefman* Ever ardent 

in his enterprifes, and fwayed^by a refiftlefs impetuofity of temper, he liftened to 

the complaints of the count of Romont, whofe territories theSwifs had invaded.,., 
and inconfiderately engaged in a war with, that virtuous and hardy people, who 
were formidable from the poiTeffion of that- courage which freedom infpires, as 
well as from, their exemption from, the luxurious vices of their continental, neigh 
bours.. 

In vain did the Swift endeavour to deprecate the wrath of Charles ; he was deaf 

to every propofal, however fubmiffive or advantageous, and entered, with his 
troops, a bleak and mountainous country, which could only recompenfe his ha- 
zard and toils with an abundant harvefi of barren , laurels.. After reducing fome 
inconfiderable places, he laid "liege to Granfon-, which was defended by a garrifon of 
five hundred Swifs, who, after a fpirited refiftanee, furrendered at discretion.™ 
Charles immediately configned them to the provoft of his army, who hanged, 
four hundred on the neighbouring trees, and drowned the reft in the lake o£ 
Neuchatel.. Soon after the town had furrendered, the duke was informed that an. 
army of Swifs was advancing to attack him ; but he disregarded the in- 
telligencei and p.urfued his march- As. the chief firength of his army confifted : 
in cavalry, he mult certainly have crulhed the enemy, could he have drawn them 
into the even -plain but he was no fooner convinced they, were really approaching. 



mprudently 

room for his forces to a& $ . th 



ftep was &vg 
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difperfion of his troops, who fled with the utmoft precipitation. After this vic- 
tory, the Swifs re-took Granfon by affault, when they took down the bodies of 
their countrymen from the trees to which they were fufpended, and replaced 
them with an equal number of B'urgundians. 

Charles had lb long been accuftomed to the fmiles of fortune, that he could 

ill brook the frowns of the fickle goddcfs* His late difgrace had fuch effect 011 
his mind, that it brought on a fevere fit of ficknefs ; but determined on revenge, 
he fpeedily raifed a frefh army y and formed the fiege of Morat, in the canton of 
Friburg, a fmall town, but flrongly fortified, and defended by a garrifon of 
eighteen hundred men.* The duke was repulfed in three different affaults ; and, 
alter he had paffed fifteen days before the place, he was informed that the Swifs 
army, reinforced by the confederate cities of the Upper Rhine, was advancing to 
give him battle. Highly pleafed at the intelligence, he haftened to reconnoitre the 
enemy, but his ufual precipitation prevented him from afcertaining their numbers, 
which amounted to thirty thoufand infantry, and four vhouland cavalry, where- 
as his own forces did not exceed twenty-five thoufand effective men- He was 
advifed by his officers, to raife the fiege of Morat, and fix his camp in an open 
plain, where his cavalry, having full fcope for exertion, would give him a great 
advantage over the enemy ; but his blind rage led him to reject this prudent 
council, and leaving two hundred lances to guard his lines, he advanced to meet 

the Swifs, who were commanded by Rene, the young duke of Lorraine, whofe 
territories the duke of Burgundy had feized. 

On the approach of Charles, Rene polled his infantry behind a thick hedge 9 
impervious by the cavalry ; while Charles fent his free archers, fapported by a 

body of horfe, to diflodge them ;. but this manoeuvre, failing of effe£t, caufed 



the lofs of the battle ; for attempting to withdraw his archers, who were feverely 



handled by the enemy, protected, themfelves, by the hedge, he threw his whole 
army into diforder, and the Swifs, profiting by the occafion, ru(hed forward 

and compleated their confufion,. From- fixteen to eighteen thoufand of the Bur- 
gundians were left dead on the field ; and amongfi: them, were the count 
of Marie, one of the fons of the late confiable de Saint Paul ^ James du Mas ; 
Grinberghe, Rofembois, Mailli and Bournonville, all brave and experienced 
officers. 

Charles was now afraid that Lewis, his iveterafs and moff dangerous enemy., 
would avail himfelf of the prefent conjuncture to break the truce and attack 
his dominions ; he therefore fent the lord of Contai to found his intentions^ 
and to infpire him, if poflible, with fentiments of jufiice and generofity f. Lewis 
promifed to obferve the truce, from a conviction, that he could not more eife&ually 
atchieve the deftru&ion of the duke., than by abandoning, him to his* own un~ 
feridled paffions, and by leaving him to purfue the war againft the Swifs, which 
lie (till perfevered in with incredible obftinacy * 7 but he attacked him. in a manner 

* Commiues— Meyer— Chron. ScancL— Haraeus Anna]. Brab. J Comirjuss— Le Grand; 



54 2 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1476 

lefs honourable, and more infidious, by endeavouring to corrupt his befl officers* 
The count of Campobaffo, a native of Naples, and exiled from his country as 
a partifan of the houfe of xinjou, held the principal place in the favour of 
Charles ; and Lewis, being informed that this man had feme caufe for complaint 
againft the duke, endeavoured to feduce him from his fervice. Campobaffo offer- 
ed more than was required of him ; he promifed to deliver up his mafter to the 
king, alive or dead. Lewis, either from abhorrence of his treachery which 
diifolved all ties between a prince and his fervant, or from a belief that the plan 
had been concerted with the duke himfelf, revealed the defign to Charles.. But 
the chara&er of Lewis induced the duke to defpife the intelligence : " If it were 
" true, the king would never impart to me fo important a fecret," was the reply 
of Charles ; who even redoubled his marks of confidence and attachment to the 
perfidious Neapolitan. 

The duke of Burgundy, overwhelmed with (hame and indignation, paffed his 
melancholy hours at La Riviere ; abandoning himfelf to defpair, he fuffered his 

beard and nails to grow, refufed to change his drefs, and fecluded himfelf from 
the fight of his moft confidential minifters. His extreme anxiety occafioned an 
affection of the heart, which prevented the free circulation of the blood, and 
refilled the efforts of medical {kill. The duke of Lorraine, fecretly affiftcd by 
Lewis, took this opportunity to recover his native dominions; and the rapid 
progrefs of his arms, with the reduttion of Nancy, roufed Charles from his 
lethargy, and made him haften to the relief of that province. He determined to 
Inveft the capital ; but, as the winter was far advanced, his moft experienced 
officers advifed him to ftation his troops in fonie of the neighbouring towns, 
and to wait patiently till the garrifon of Nancy (hould have confumed all their 
provfions, when they would be obliged to furrender at difcretion. But thefe 
tardy meafures by no means accorded with the eager impatience of Charles, who 
liftened only to the dictates of indignation f lb that, notwithftanding the in- 
clemency of the feafon, and the general difcontent of his troops, he gave orders 
to open the trenches. He then fbut himfelf up in his tent, and left CampobalTo 
to direft the operations of the fiege. This Italian traitor, who, it was believed 
had once fuffered from the ungovernable rage of Charles the indignity of a blow, 
determined, at alPevents, to betray the duke ; having failed in the application to 
Lewis, he new offered his fervices to the duke of Lorraine, to whom he pro- 
mifed to give fufficient time to collect his troops, and even to deliver, for a ftipu- 
lated reward, his mafter to him, alive or dead. 

The money which Rene had received from Lewis had enabled him to raife an 
army of eight thoufand Swifs, which was joined by confiderable reinforcements 
from the confederate cities of Germany, and by feveral detachments of French 
troops, who, by the orders of Lewis demanded to ferve as volunteers, fo that 
he foon found' himfelf at the head of eighteen or twenty thoufand men. The 
Burgundian army, on the contrary, was fo weakened by the loffes they had fuf- 

tained during the fiege, by ficknefs and defertion, that when it was reviewed 
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by the count of Chimai, it was found to contain only three thoufand effe&ivc 
men. When the count informed Charles of this circumftance, who was wholly 
ignorant of the ftate of his camp, that prince burft into a transport of rage, and 
exclaimed — " Were I alone, I would fight the enemy I" — At length, however, 
the duke opened his eyes to the danger of his fituation, when he immediately 
difpatched orders to the governors of his provinces, to fend him a reinforcement 
of troops, and to arm all his vaffals without delay; but before thefe orders 
could even be received by thofe to whom they were addreffed, the enemy ap- 
peared in fight.. On their approach, the count of Campobaflb quitted the Bur- 
gundinn army with his company, which confifted of two hundred lances, and 
went over to the duke of Lorraine ; the next day his example was followed 
by two other Italian captains. The Germans and Swifs detefting this perfidy y 
and thinking it a difgrace to hold any commerce with fuch traitors, refufed to ad- 
mit them into their ranks, and compelled Rene to difmifs them. Campobaflb and 
his treacherons companions, being obliged to leave the camp, took their poll oix 
the bridge of Bouxieraes, in order to cut off the retreat of fuch of the Burgun~ 
dians as Ihould efcape the fword of the enemy. 

A. D. 1477] Charles, whofe army was now reduced to little more than 
two thoufand men, called a council of war, the members whereof were unani- : 
mous in their, opinion on the neceffity of raifing the fiege, and avoiding an 
aftion ; they advifed Charles, if he were averfe to the evacuation of the province, 
to intrench himfelf under the walls of Pont-a-Mouffon, and there wait for the 
reinforcements which muft foon arrive from Hainaut, Brabant, and the duchy 
of Luxembourg j and they reprefented to him, that all delays muft neceffarily 
turn to his advantage, fince his army would daily acquire an acceffion of ftrengthj 
whereas that of the enemy, being chiefly compofed of mercenary troops, would 

foon difperfe from want of pay and fubfiftance. ' 

The duke of Burgundy, who appears, at this period, to have a fled under 
the influence of infatuation, paid no attention to advice, which nothing but the 
moft fatal preemption, or infanity itfelf, couuid have reje&ed. He reminded his 
officers of the glory they had acquired by their former achievements, and bade 
them recoiled the ever-memorable fiege of Nuiz, when, with an army inferior,, 
in the proportion of one to three, he had braved the undivided forces of the em- 
pire." If we have fince, "purfued Charles, " fuftained fome loffes, they have not 
" afforded any opportunity of triumph to the enemy, who have hitherto kept 
** themfelves enclofed in inacceffible places, not daring to face us in the open 
" field ; fliall we now then, when the opportunity for which we have been fo 
*' long anxious ' occurs, hefitate one mement to attack them ? — In fhort, to 

u whatever fituation fortune may reduce me, it fhall never be fold that I fled be- 

" fore a child: 99 — Alluding to the duke of Lorraine* 

On the morning of the fifth of January, Charles left his lines and advanced 
towards the enemy; the rival armies foon met, and though the cold was exceffive* 

and. the fnow fell in great abundance, the a&ion immediately commenced. The 
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-event was fuch as might naturally be expected from the extreme difproportion 
of numbers ; Charles after fulfilling all the duties of a great general, and a 

brave foldier, was at length attacked by Charles de Beaumont, fenefchal of 

Saint Die; having already received feveral wounds, and noy finding himfelf 
faint with lofs of blood, he called out to his adverfary, who did not know with 
whom he was engaged — €< Save the duke of Burgundy;" — but Beaumont, who 
was deaf, thinking he faid u Long live Burgundy" aimed a furious blow at his 
head, which felled him lifelefs co the ground. Befides the duke of Burgundy 
himfelf, there perilhed in this a&ion, his virtuous kinfman, De Bievres ; Contai, 
difringuifhed for his inviolable attachment to his fovereign ; and the lords of Croi 
and Vieuville. The principal prifoners were Anthony and Baldwin, baftards of 
Burgundy ; the counts of Nalfau, Rhetel and Chirnai; Joffe de Lalain ; the 
Marquis of Rothelin; young Montaigue; Oliver de la Marche, and the brave 
Galliot*. 

Immediately after the aSion, the duke of Lorraine entered his capital, amidft 
the acclamations of his fubje&s. It was not known what had become of the duke 
of Burgundy, as he was not among the prifoners, and no one knew that he was 



killed ; it was generally believed that he had fled. But the next day his death 
was afcertained by a page, who had been taken by Campobaffo on the bridge of 
Bouxierres, and who had feen him fall. Being conducted to the fpot, the body 
was found covered with blood and dirt, and the face fo disfigured, that his own 
brother only knew him by fome private marks ; by a fear in the neck, from a 
wound which he had" received at the battle of Montlheri, and by the extreme 

length of his nails, which had not been cut fince the period of his firft defeat. 
While the body laid in ftate at Nancy, the duke of Lorraine, who went to view 
it, took the lifelefs hand of his departed kinfman, and burfling into tears, ex- 
claimed — u Fair confix God reft your foul, you was the caufeof great uneaftnefs^ and. 



s 



cc °f great grief to us" Charles was interred, with all the honours due to hi 
rank, in the chapel of Saint Nicholas, whence his remains were transferred, in 
1550, to the church of Saint Donatus, at Bruges. Thus perifhed, in the forty- 
fifth year of his age, Charles, the laft duke of the royal branch of Burgundy, 
to whofe name the juft appellations of — " the Bold> the Terrible^ and the Rafh" — 
had been annexed by his people. The death of this prince forms an epoch in 
the general hiftory of Europe; fince it produced an important change not only 
in the affairs of his own dominions, but even in thofe of all the neighbouring 
princes ; and greatly contributed to the formation of a political fyftem, which, in 
fubfequcnt times, became an objeft of univerfal attention. 

The king was at the caftle of Pleffis-les-Tours, when he received the news of 
die duke of Burgundy's death: the fall of an enemy affords, to a bafe and 
abjeft mind, a theme for exultation, and a fubje£t for triumph; fuch a mind 

«p/as that of Lewis, who was neither anxious to reprefs, nor careful to conceal 

# Gamier, torn, xv'uL p. 24$, 249- 
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the fenfations of joy which he experienced on this occafion. He immediately 

-difpatched couriers to all the different towns in the kingdom, to all the perfons 
of diftinction, and particularly to the duke of Brittany, to inform them of the 
happy event. lie performed a pilgrimage to the fhrine of the Virgin, at Pui in 

Anjou, and, as a mark of his gratitude, promifed to furround the tomb of Saint 
Martin with a filver baluftrade. 

The death of Charles opened a wide and flattering profpeft to the ambition of 
Lewis. His daughter, Mary, fole heirefs of the houfe of Burgundy, had been 
fucceflively promifed by her father to fevcral different princes, according as their 
alliances were favourable to the ambitious projects he entertained. This rendered 
the union with her an important ©bje£t to all the potentates of Chriftendom 5 
-and the effential advantages of acquiring poffeffion of her territories, at that 
. time the nioft opulent and beft cultivated of any on this fide the Alps, were 
perfectly underftood. As foon, then, as the untimely death of Charles opened 
the fucceflion, the eyes of all the European princes were turned towards Mary ; 
♦and they felt themfelves deeply interefted in the choice which foe was about to 
make of the perfon on whom fhe would beftow that rich inheritance. 

Lewis, from whofe kingdom feveral of the provinces which fhe poffefTed had 
been difmembered, and whofe dominions ftretched along the frontier of her 
territories, had every inducement to court her alliance. He had likewife a good 
title to expert the favourable reception of any reafonabie propofitions he fliould 
make with x refpedfc to the difpofal of a princefs who was the vaffal of his crown, 
.and defcended from the royal blood of France. There were only two propofitions, 
" however, which he could make with propriety^ the one was the marriage of the 
dauphin, the other, that of the count of Angouleme, a prince of the blood, de- 
fcended from a younger branch of the houfe of Orleans, with the heirefs of 
•Burgundy. By the former he would have annexed all her territories to the crown, 
and have rendered France the moft refpe&able monarchy in Europe ; but the 
great difparity of age between the two parties, Mary being twenty, and the dau- 
phin only eight years old; the avowed refolution of the Flemings, not to chufe a 
mailer poffelfed of fuch power as might enable him to form projects dangerous 
to their liberties, together with their dread of falling under the odious and oppref- 
iive government of Lewis, were obftacles in the way of executing this plan, 
-which it was vain to think of fur mounting. By the latter, which might have 
been aceomplifhed with facility, Mary having discovered fome inclination . to a 
match with the count of Angouleme, Lewis would have prevented the dominions 
of the houfe of Burgundy from being conveyed to a rival pov/er ; and, in return 
for fuch a fplendid eftablilhment for the count of Angouleme, he muft have ob- 
tained, or would have extorted from him, concelTions highly beneficial to the 

crown of France. But Lewis had fo long been accuftomed to the . intricacies of 
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an infidious policy, that he could not be fatisfied with what was obvious, and 
fimple ; and was lb fond of artifice and refinement, that he brought himfelf to 
coniider thefe as his. ultimate object, not as the means only of conducting affairs.* 
From this principle, no lefs than from his unwillingnefs to aggrandife any of his 
own fubjecls, or, perhaps, from the defire of oppreffing the houfe of Burgund} 



himfelf. 



which he hated, he negletted the ftraight path, which would naturally have been 
purfued by a prince of lefs art and inferior abilities, and followed one more fuitecl 
to his own genius. 

Ke propoled to 
which Mary held 

her other territories, while he amufed her with iu filling on the impracticable 
match with the dauphin. Having previoufly corrupted the leading men in the 
provinces of Burgundy and Artois. he fent an army into the former, under the 
command of the prince of Orange, whom he had allured into his fervice by 
fplendid promifes ; the lord of Craon, and Charles d'Amboife, lord of Chau- 
oiont. Thefe generals were accompanied by the bifliop of Langres; John de 
Caulers, William Allegrin, and Peter Tarquain, judges in the court of parlia- 
ment j who were inverted with full powers to take poffellion of the province 
in the king's name; Thefe deputies addrelfed themfelves to the flates of Bur- 
gundy, who were then aflembled at Dijon, and fummoned them to acknowledge 
the authority of Lewis, within the fpace of twelve days at fartheft. 

The king maintained that his claim to the duchy of Burgundy was not to be dis- 
puted, fince that duchy had been ceded, as an appanage, by king John to his fon 
Phillip j and it was a law, generally received, that no appanage could be pofleffed by 
a female, but, in default of heirs male, muft revert to the crown. To this plea it was 
objefted by Mary, and her council, that the duchy of Burgundy was. different from 
all other appanages, inafmuchas it never had conftituted a part of the domain of 

the crown, and therefore it ought not to be annexed to it; they, moreover, urged, 
that fhould this objection with regard to the duchy be over-ruled, ftill there were 
feveral lordfhips in Burgundy, to which the king could have no poffible claim 5: 
the county of Charolois had been purchafed of the count of Armagnac by one 

of Mary's anceftors ; the counties of Macon and Auxer re, too, had been ceded 
to her grandfather, Philip the Good, by the treaty of Arras, and it was exprefs- 
ly ftipulated in the deed of ceffion, that it was to defcend to his heirs, male and 
female ; of this part of her inheritance, therefore, there could be no poflibie 
pretention for defpoiling her : thefe reafons, however, were deemed infufficient 
by the ftates, who had been bribed by Lewis to betray their fovereign, and, on 



the king of France.. 



j 



to 



During' thefe proceedings in Burgundy, another army had advanced to the 



J * ^ — — 

into the province of Artcis, 



cenqnefts 
Quentin? 



Robertfon*. 
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Monldidier, Montrueil, and Pcronne, were either furrendered to Lewis through 
the treachery of their governors, or elfe opened their gates in confequence of his 



intrigues with the inhabitants. 



In purfuance of the plan which he had adopted for deceiving the heirefs of 
Burgundy, by protections of friend ihip and propofals of marriage, while he 
wa? employed in defpoiling her of her provinces ; he fent one Oliver, who from his 
barber had become his chief favourite, in the capacity of an ambaflfador to 
Ghent*. This man had orders to feduce the inhabitants of Ghent from their du- 
ty to Mary 5 and, if pofiihle, to excite an infurre£Hon ; but his defi em being dis- 



covered, the populace threatened to throw hirn into the river, fo that he was 



obliged to decamp with precipitation. 



Soon after this 



of Burgundy ; Guy 



lord of Imbercourt ; the billiop of Terouanne ; the count of Grandpre, and 
Gruthufe, arrived at the French court, as ambaffadors from Mary. They came 
to inform the king, that the young princefs had taken the reigns of government 
into her own hands, and had appointed a council, confifling of the duchefs-dowa- 
ger, the lord of Raveflein, Kugonet, and Imbercourt ; fhe, therefore* requeft> 
ed his majefty to addrefs bimfelf to them whenever lie had any propofals to make, 
or affairs to negociafe with her, and to give no credit to applications from any 
other quarter. The letter, containing this information and this requeft, was writ- 
ten partly by Mary herfelf, partly by the duchefs-dowager, and partly by the 
lord of Ravefleinf. The king, after he had read the letter, afked the ambafla- 
•dors, What elfe they had to communicate ? and on their reply that they had no- 
thing farther to impart, he expreffed his furprife, declaring it was his intention to 
'marry the dauphin to their young miftrefs, and, confequently, to take charge of 
her dominions ; that he expe&ed to govern all thofe provinces which were to re- 
vert to the crown, in his own name, but that the others he fhould only keep till 
the princefs came of age and did homage ro him- The ambaffadors making no 
reply, the king added, that the only means of preventing the continuance of a 
bloody war, and of fecuring the inheritance of Mary, was by accepting the pro- 
pofals he had juft made. The ambaffadors perfifted in affirming that they had no 
inftruftions on that head ; but Hugonet and Imbercourt, who had the chief ma- 
nagement of public affairs, thought it prudent to yield to the neceflity of the 
times. They faw the king at the head of a numerous army, poflefled of greater 
power than all his enemies united, and he no fooner appeared than all the towns 
opened their gates to him : whereas the duchefs of Burgundy was wholly defti- 
tute of fupport ; fhe enjoyed, as yet, but a precarious authority; her country 
was drained both of men and money ; while the towns refufed to obey her, and 
'infilled on the refloration of their ancient privileges. In this fituation, they con- 
ceived that a marriage with the dauphin would be the moft fortunate event that 
-£.ould occur for their Sovereign ; and as they had no doubt of the -king's finccrity, 

* Commines — ?£eyer — Le Grand. 
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they promifed to accelerate the conclufion of the bufinefs as much as poffibie ; and* 
for this purpofe, they confented to furrender the province of Artois into the 
hands of Lewis, on condition that it lhould be rellored to Mary, after fhe had 
done homage, unlefs fhe fliould marry any of the king's enemies, in which cafe 
the province was to b? annexed to the crown of France. 

Although Hugonet and Imbercourt had exceeded their power in figning this 
treaty, yet their conduft had certainly been fwayed by the beil of motives. Soon, 
after their return to Flanders, Mary, whofe only refource confifted in the attach- 
ment of her fubje&s, affembled the ftates at Ghent, who promifed to proteft her, 
but fixed the diminution of her power as the price of their proteftion. They cre- 
at: d a council of regency, who feized the reigns of government, and fent ambaf- 
fadors to the king, to requefi he would obferve the treaty of Soleure, and proteft 
the heirefsof Burgundy, as, by that treaty, he was bound to do. Lewis receiv- 
ed them with extreme coolnefs ; and when they obferved, that it was the inten- 
tion of the duchefs to regulate her conduft, in future, by the advice of the ftates ? 
the king interrupted them — " Stop" — faid he—" you are deceived ; . I know the 
* € intentions of your miftrefs better than you do ; and, fo far from fubmitting to 
be guided by the advice of the three eftates, fhe has already formed a fecret 
council, compofed of perfons who are averfe from peace, and who will difa- 
vow you." The ambaifadors thinking themfelves infulted, affirmed that thej 



j t o i ~ «- ~j 

h<\d advanced nothing but what they were able to prove, and offered to (hew their 
inftruftions : u And I" — replied Lewis — " can fhew you a letter, the writing of 

<{ which you muft know, and which will convince you that Mary has repofed her 

-confidence in four perfons, by whofe advice alone her conduct is regulated." 
He then not only (hewed them the letter, but allowed them to take it away with 
them. The ambafiadors immediately returned to Ghent, and (hewed the letter to 
the ftates of Flanders, who reproached their fovereign with duplicity ; excited a 
popular infurre&ion ; and, having feized Hugonet and Imbercourt, brought them 
immediately to trial, tortured them with extreme cruelty, and, unmoved by the 
tears and entreaties of Mary, beheaded thrm in her prefence.* 

Lewis, who probably had only meant, by his treacherous conduft, to excite an; 
infurre&ion in Flanders, was extremely enraged when he heard of the death of the 
tv/o minifters j he declared the inhabitants of Ghent guilty of high treafon ; an- 
nulled the fentence they had pronounced againft Hugonet and Imbercourt, and 
took the children of the former under his proteftion. His indignation was great- 
ly encreafed by the confideration that their death difconcerted the meafures he had 
adopted with regard to the province of Artois f. To counteract the efforts of this 
event, he immediately raifed a powerful army, and, after leaving a ftrong garrifont 
in Arras, advanced againft Hefdin. In the courfe of this expedition, Lewis di£ 



played the cruelty of his difpofition ; twelve deputies from Arras he caufed to be 

them\ 



* ^ 

•at Phil, de Commutes. } Idem.— Cabinet Satirtyue. — Heuter. rer. Bclg. — Le Grand;. 



14771 LEWIS THE ELEVENTH. 5W 

with apparent hofpitality ; he violated the faith of treaties, and after a town had 

capitulated, he would frequently fele£t fuch as he knew to be moft attached to 
their lawful fovereign, and put them to death, in cool blood. Yet ftill his pro- 
grefs was rapid; the important city of Cambrai opened her gates to him, while the' 
addrefs of his favourite, Oliver, procured him poneflion of Tournay. At the 
fiegeof Boucbain, death had nearly put a flop to all his ambitious fchemes, for 

Tanneguy du Ghatel was killed by a cannon ball as the king was leaning on his 
fhoulder. Boucbain, however, was reduced to the neceffity of capitulating; 
and le Quefnoi was taken by affault. Avefne, making an obftinate refiftance, 
Lewis, who was ever more formidable from his ftratagems than his arms, invited 
the principal officers of the garrifon to his camp, under pretence oi* holding a con- 
lerence, while Dammartin itormed the town, and refigned it to pillage*. 

Another army, under the command of Defquerdes andduLude, laid fiege to 
Saint Omer, which was valiantly defended by Philip, fon to Anthony, baftard of 
Burgundy. Lewis, enraged at the gallant refinance made by this youthful war- 
rior, threatened to maflacrehis father, before his eyes, unlels he furrendered the- 
place; but Philip replied — That, tenderly as lie loved his father, he would ftili 
do his duty, nor ever confent to deliver up a town with the defence whereof he 
had been entrufted. The king did not think proper to put his threats in execu- 
tion ; but the war continued to rage with greater violence than ever ; he fent four 
thoufand mowers to Dammartin, advifing him to treat them with a few barrels 
of wine, in order to encourage them to deftroy every thing that came in their way* 
and he defired that the country might be fo efieftually deftroyed, that the inha- 
bitants might never wifti to return to itf , 

So long as the war was confined to the provinces of Burgundy, Luxembourg^ ■. 
Hainaut, and Artois, the Flemings were rather pleaded than difpleafed at the fuc- 
cefs of the French arms; they kept their princefs in a kind of captivity, and as- - : 
they did not like to fee their fovereign s poifeffed of too much power, they would 
not have been forry to fee her reduced to the rank of countefs of Flanders, But - 
when the French approached their frontiers, and the garrifon of Tournay fpread- 
devaftation throughout their country, they then perceived the neceffity of defend- 
ing themfelves from the attacks of fuch dangerous invaders, and accordingly le- 
vied an army of twenty thoufand men. At a lofs for a leader, they fixed their 
eyes on Adolphus of Gueldres, who, by his unnatural conduft, had obliged his • 
father to difinherit him. They took him from prifon to place him at the head of 
their troops ; and encouraged him by a promife to give him their princefs in mar* 
riage, if he fucceeded in delivering their country from the deftruftive incurfions - 
of the garrifon of Tournay. Stimulated by fuch powerful motives, Adolphus 
direfted his march to that city ; but a difpute arifing between the militia of Ghent 
and that of Bruges, his army was thrown into confufion, and the garrifon of * 

*t„ Commines— Henterus— Chron. Scaad.~ Le Grande t Garnier, tom.xviii. p. 306.- 
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Tournay felled this opportunity to make a vigorous fally, in which the Flemings 
•were defeated , and Adolphus loft: his life. 

While Lewis was thus endeavouring, by a conduft the mo ft bafc and per* 

iidibus, to difpoflefs the heirefs of Burgundy of her lawful inheritance, the 
ftates of Flanders had opened, a negotiation with the emperor, Frederick the 
Third ; and they now concluded a treaty of marriage — which Lewis in vain at- 
tempted to prevent — between their fovereign, and his fon, Maximilian, archduke 
of Auftria. The illuftrious birth of that prince, as well as the high dignity to 
which he had the pro/pe£t of fucceeding, rendered the alliance honorable for 
Mary ; while, from the diftance of his hereditary territories, and the fcantinefs 
of his revenues, his power was too inconfiderable to excite the jeaioufy or fear of 
the Flemings. Thus Lewis, by the caprice of his temper, and the excefs of his 
refinements, put the houfe of Auftria m« poffcffion of that noble inheritance ; «and 
loft an opportunity which he never could recal, of making that important acquifiti- 
' on, which would have rendered him 1 he moft formidable potentate in Chriftendom. 
Thus, too, the fame monarch who firft united the interior force of France, and 
eftabliihed it on fuch a footing, as to make it formidable to the reft: of Europe, 
contributed, far contrary to his intention, to raife up a rival power, which, dur- 
ing two centuries, thwarted the meafures, oppofed the arms, and checked the 
progrefs of his fucceffors. 

During the celebration of thefe important nuptials, the French troops fpread 
over the Netherlands, reduced to allies the towns of Orchies, Turquoin, Frefne 
les Buffeaux, Saint-S.auveur, Marchiennes, and Harbec. In Burgundy, too, the 
- flames of war raged with equal fury ; John, prince of Orange, whom Lewis had 
allured to his fervice by a promife to make him his lieutenant-general in Burgundy, 
and to reftore his family poffeffions., finding himfeif deceived by that monarch, 
who refufed to fulfil his promifes, excited a revolution in the duchy, and pro- 
cured from Mary the dignity which had been withholden from him by Lewis. 
Two Burgundian captains, Claude and William de Vaudrai, colle&ed a body 
cf. troops, and feifed the towns of Vefoul, Rochefort and Axonne. Craon, 
whom Lewis had appointed governor of Burgundy, with unlimited power, at- 
tempted to retake Vefoul, but the garrifon made a fally during the night, and 
cut his whole army to peices. When the king was informed of this revolution, 
he was unable, to reiTrain his anger; he wrote immediately to Craon, ordering 
him, in cafe he could get the prince of Orange into his power, either ft burn hint 

jjths 9 or elfe to hang him flrfi, and then commit his body to the flames. He ordered a 
criminal procefs to be inftituted againll the prince, who, though abfent, was* pro- 
nounced a traitor, and as fuch condemned to die. The prince, however, con- 
tinued his operations, and, in a fhort time, expelled the French from all the 
places they poflefled in the county of Burgundy, except the town of Grai, of, 
which an old warrior, of the name of Salazar, was governor. This place was 
invefted by Chateau- Guy on, who had a numerous body of. cavalry, and fome 
regiments of infantry under his command, and daily expe&ed to be joined by 
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frefh reinforcements. Craon, however, prevented the jun&ion of thefe troops*, 
by defeating the army under Chateau- Guyon, whom he made prifonerj but*, 
while he was obtaining this advantage in the county of Burgundy, Toulonjoa 
and Marigni entered the duchy, reduced feveral towns, and excited a general 
ferment. The towns,, however, were foon retaken by Craon, who, having ex- 
pelled Toulonjon and Marigni from the duchy, returned to the county, and 
defeated a detachment of the garrifon of Dale. Not doubting but that the in- 
habitants, alarmed at this difafter, would foon furrender the place, he laid fiege 
to it, and, after he had battered the walls for a week, he ordered an alfault to be. 
made, without confidering whether the breach was practicable ; in confequencer 
of this negleft, he was repulfed with lofs j in the fecond aifault he was equally 
unfuceefsful, and in the two he loft a thoufand men. Having received intelli- 
gence that the enemy were advancing to give him battle, he railed the fiege with: 
precipitation, and retreated towards the duchy, but he was overtaken by the two- 
brothers, de Vaudrai, who attacked the French, and obtained a complete vi&ory.* 
The victors then formed the fiege of Grai, but as they could not expeft to reduce, 
by open force, a place fo ftrongly fortified, fo advantageoufly fituated, fo well 
fupplied with provifions* and ammunition of all kinds, and defended, moreover.,, 
by fuch an experienced officer as Salazar, they began by corrupting the inhabi- 
tants, and having eftablifhed a correfpondencc in the town, they approached the 
walls one windy night, and, planting their iaddei s, about fixty of the moft deter- 
mined mounted the wall, and opening one of the gates, introduced their com- 
panions. The whole army entered the town, before the French could aflemble 
their troops ; Salazar, perceiving that the citizens had joined the enemy, fet fire 
to the place, in the hope that his men would, effect their efcape, during the con- 

fufion which the conflagration muft neceffarily occafion j but they all of them-: 
perifhed ; and it was with the utmoft difficulty that he could fave his own life, and- 
reach Dijon m fafety. 

Thefe lolfes made the king determine to attend to the propofals of Maximilian 5; 
although there was no profpeft of concluding a peace, Lewis thought a truce 
might be of ufe to him, as it would give him time to repair the lofies he had fuf- 

tained in Burgundy ; to afcertain with gre iter precifion the refources of his new 
adverfary ; and to found the difpofitions of the neighbouring powers. 

Maximilian, almcfl immediately after the celebration of his nuptials, had fent: 
ambaffadors to the king to complain of his violation of the treaty of Soleure, iiv 
attacking the dominions of the houfe of Burgundy j. at the fame time, he offered 
to make peace with Lewis, and declared that if his propofal fliould be reje&ed,, 
the king would find that he neither wanted courage nor ability to defend himfelk- 
Lewis replied, that he had only taken up arms to defend the rights of his 

crown, as he was bound to do by his coronation oath; that Mary kept from: 
him provinces which had reverted to the crown on the death of Charles, the late: 
duke of Burgundy ; that fhe was in pofieflion of others, for which fhe ought: 
ta gay homage y and that he was willing to concludes truce, provided the (aerifies ■ 



1 

/ 



r 



5B 2 HISTORY OF FRANCE. • [1477 



\ 



of his lawful rights fhould not be required as the price of it. He accordingly 
appointed plenipotentiaries to confer with thofe of Maximilian ; and thefe minifters 
having met at Lens, concluded a truce, without expreffing any term for its du 



ration, and ftipu'ating that only four days notice fhould be given by either party 
who fliould be inclined to break it. This truce was ftri&Iy obferved in the Nether- 
lands, but it was not publilhed in Burgundy. Lewis, inceffantly harraffed by 
complaints from that province againfl Craon, and imputing to the avarice of that- 
general all the calamities of the war, deprived him of his government, and 
banifhed him to his own eftate. He was fucceeded by Charles D'Amboife^ better 
known by the name of Chaumont, who, to great military talents, joined the 
more amiable endowments of an humane, difinterefted, and virtuous mind. 

The ardour with which Lewis had engaged in the war, had not made him lofe 
fight of other matters equally effential to the promotion of his ambitious proje&s. 
Forefeeing that the authority of Maximil'an would no fooner be acknowledged in 
the Netherlands, than that prince would endeavour to fecure the Englifh monarch 
in his intereft, he prudently refolved to anticipate him. With this view he fent 
the archbifhop of Vienne, and three other ev.voys to England; and he took care to 
embark with them a confiderable fum of money, as well for difcharging arrears of 
Edward's penfion, as thofe of his minifters and favourites. Thefe golden argu- 
ments proved fo convinfive, that the archbifhop found no difficulty in prolonging 
the truce, which was originally concluded for only feven years, but which it was 
now agreed to continue during the life of the two kings, and for one year after**, 
Lewis alio concluded treaties of alliance with the duke of Lorraine, and the re- 
publick of Venice. 

. Spain was now the only power from whom the king had any reafon to apprehend 
an attack; and in order to remove thefe apprehenfions, and to be at liberty to di- 
re€t his whole force againfl the houfe of Burgundy, he refolved to acknowledge 
Ferdinand and Ifabella as the fovereigns of Caflile, on which condition he obtain- 

Ad 



enable him to enforce th 



j 



and who had been fome time at the court of France, foliciting the neceffary afliftance 
for that purpofe, was no fooner apprifed of this treaty, than he gave up his 
/aufe for loft, and even began to entertain apprehenfions for his perfonal fafety, 
which the coolnefs he experienced at the French court was but too well calculated 
to confirm. Impreffed with thefe ideas, and having no other mode of returning 
to Portugal but by a French veflel, he gave it out that he intended to retire from 
the world, and to confecrate the remainder of his days to prayer and penitence. 
He wrote to his fon, prince Juan, bidding him un eternal adieu, and ordering him 
to proceed to his own coronation without a moment's delay; and after he had fent 

* Comiiiines-— Dom Calmet— Ferreras— Le Grand. J Ferreras, Hift. D'Efpagne—Le Grand. 
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off the letter, he left the coijrt, and retired to fome private place. It was re- 



Jerufa 



0 



with fuch care, that his refidence was difcovered in a village near Honfleur. 
Lewis, having received intelligence from his fpies, that Ferdinand and Ifabella 
were a&ually engaged in a negociaticn with Maximilian, became anxious to op- 
pofe the extenfion of their power, by means of arrival, who, though frequently 
defeated, was ftili formidable ; he, therefore, preffed Alphonfo to return to his 
dominions, and made the province of Normandy defray the expence of his(*voyage. 
On the return of Alphonfo, his fon refigned, with chearful alacrity, the fceptre he 
had fo lately aflumed ; nor could? the reiterated commands of his father fumce to 
make him replace the diadem on his brows. 

The fanguinary difpofition of Lewis encreafed with his years ; he had nouriflied 



an inceflant 



j 



one of the firft nobles of the realm, and who appeared a zealous confederate in 
the " League for the public good:*' he was alfo accufed of having maintained a 
correfpondence with the late conftatye, and of having joined the dukes of Brittany 
and Burgundy in inviting the Englifh into France. The duke, to avoid the re- 
fentment of his implacable mailer, had retired to the fortrefs of Carlat, in the 
mountains of Auvergne ; whither the lord of Beaujeu was fent with a powerful 
army. The duchefs of Nemours, daughter to the count of Maine, and coufin- 
german to the king, had juft lain-in j and a falfe report, that her hufband had 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, having reached her ears, occafioned her 
almoft inftant death. The duke, diftra&ed at the lofs of a confort whom he 
highly cherifhed, gave himfelf up to defpair ; and though Carlat was deemed an 
impregnable fortrefs, and he had been careful to fupply it with fufficient pro- 
vifions for a conliderable length of time, he entered into a negociation with the 
lord of Beaujeu, and refigned himftif into his power, on the moft foiemn affii- 
rances that his life fliould be fafe, and that he fhculd be allowed the privilege of 
juftifying his condufl:. But Lewis, who difregarded ail thofe ties which even 
men of common honefty refpeft, caufed his noble prifoner, in violation of this 
foiemn contraft, to be thrown into a cold damp dungeon, at the caftle of Pierre- 
cncife, where, we are told, the hardfhips he fuftained made his hair turn per- 
fectly white*; he was then conveyed to the Baftile, and fome vague accufation of 
zn attempt to corrupt his guards were ufed as a pretence for confining him in an 
iron cage. Commiffioners were appointed to try him, but the king, difpleafed 
with their difpofition to lenity, referred the decifion of the caufe to the parlia- 
ment of Paris, to whom the commiffioners were afterwards joined, with fome 
other judges of the provincial courts. Three members of the parliament, having 
fpoken in favour of the prifoner, were immediately deprived of their places by 
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©f this proceeding,, they were fever, ly reprimanded by the tyrant., Not even the 
fhadow of a proof was produced againft the duke:, but he was unhappily alluredy 
by the hopes of mercy, to make an ample conf jffion,. on which alone his con- 
demnation was pronounced. Being declared guilty of high-treafon, he was f?n- 
- tenced to lofe his head, and his property was confifeated to the crown. The- 
king's inhumanity extended beyond the fentence; by a refinement of cruelty, un- 
precedented in the annals of tyranny, he commanded the duke's two fons — the 
eldeft of whom had but juft completed his ninth year — to be placed immediately 
under the fcaffold prepared for the execution, that the blood, of the father might 
drop on the heads of his children*. It is degrading to human nature to find men. 
capable, of executing; commands fo truly diabolical !: 

The infufficiency of the proofs which had been adduced againft the duke of 
Nemours led the king, immediately after his execution, to publifh an edict, by 
which all perfons who fnould be privy to any plot formed againft the perfon of 

the king, the queen, or the dauphin, and who fhould not deliver up the author 

of fuch plot to juftxce, were declared guilty of high-treafon, and fubjetted to the. 
punifhment annexed to that crime. 

A.D. 14783- to 1480] Soon after the publication of this edi£l, the king an- 
nexed the county of Boulogne to the crown j but a difficulty occured on the 
occafion: this territory was a fief fubjeft ta the county of Artois,. and as the. 
king was not in poflefiionof the whole of that province, and might, pofllbly, on. 
the conclulion of a peace, be compelled, to reftore the towns he had taken to the 
boufe of Burgundy, Artois being a part of Mary's inheritance, which could not 
be. difputed on the fame ground as. the duchy of Burgundy, he would, in that 
cafe,, become a vaffal to one of his own vaiTals.. To obviate this objection, Lewis,, 
in virtue of his royal authority, transferred the fovereignty of the county he had 
jXift annexed to the crown, to the Image of the Virgin, which, was holden in great 
eftimation at Boulogne ; to this image he prefented a golden heart,, in weight 

equal to thirteen marks, as a feudal tribute, and bound his fuccefifors to do 

homage to the iioage, and to pay the fame tribute, on their acceflioa to the. 

'thronef* 

Of all the alliances which Lewis had been ftudious to form, the mod advan* 
tageous v/as that which he concluded with the Swifs ; excl'ufive of a penfion of: 
twenty thoufand livres- which he confented;to pay them, he deftined an equal fum 
to be dlftributed annually among the principal men of the nation, by which well- 
timed liberality he acquired fuch' credit with the Swifs, that they not only en- 
gaged to make no oppofition to the conquefb of Franche-Cemt£, but even to affift 
him in reducing it; and they likewife conferred on hi'm the. title of Firft Ally o£ 
the cantons*: 

W hile the. king, was thus anxious to fecure the friendlhip and affiftance of the 
aeighbouring powers,, he fpared. neither pains nor expence, to allure to his fervke 

ft Garaierj torn, xviii. p. 340* f IdeaSi- 
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fuch of the "Burgundian nobility as ftill remained attached to Mary and Maxi- 
milian. With this view he ceded to Anthony, Baftard of Burgundy, the county 
of Oftrevant, the hundred of Bapaume, and the lordfhip of Bouchain ; and he 
was equally generous to all the traitors whom he had already detached from 
the fervice of their lawful fovereign. But while he was thus liberal in his gifts, 
• he took care to opprefs his people, by an almofl: annual increafe of imports. He 
this year claimed from the ltates of Languedoc, an -additional contribution cf two 
hundred and fixty thoufand four hundred and twenty-four Evres, which fum, he 
faid, was abfolutely necefTary to enable him to unite to the. crown the provinces 
of Burgundy, Artois and Flanders, which were unjicftly withh olden from him. 
Confcious, however, of the invalidity of his claims to the two laft provinces* 

he had recourfe to the moft curious expedient for procuring a title. He caufed a 
criminal procefs to be inftituted againfi: the late duke of Burgundy, for felony and 
treafon,in order to obtain a fentence of condemnation againit him, which would 
be attended with a confifcation of ail the territories which he had holden of 
the crown of France. The preparations for this trial of a dead vaflfal alarmed 

Mary and Maximilian, who claimed the afTiftance of the empire ; and Frederic 
accordingly fent a remonftrance to Lewis on the injuflice of his condu&, but 
it was not by arguments that he was to be deterred from the purfuit of his 

ambitious projects* 

The king opened the campaign by the fiege of Conde, a fmall town, but im- 
portant from fituation, as it lay between Tournay and Valenciennes : as thegarri- 
fon only confifted of three hundred men, it was foon obliged to furrender. Im- 
mediately after its redu&ion, Maximilian, having aflembled the militia of Flanders, 
and the auxiliary troops w hich he had received from the emperor, advanced as far 
•as Valenciennes with the view to bring the king to a decifive action. But Lewis, 
unwilling to rifle, on the event of a battle, thofe folid advantages which he Iiad de- 
rived from his dilhoneft policy, diftributed his forces in the fortified towns, and 

.retired to Cambrai. He foon after concluded a truce with Maximilian, by which 
lie confented to reftore all the places he had taken in Hainaut and -Franche- 

Comte to withdraw his troops from Tournay, and to .evacuate the town of 
Cambrai. 

The public, who were unacquainted with the king" 5 s motive for figning fuch a. 
treaty, at a time when he was rather in a fituation to prefcribe terms than to 
make conceffions, loudly cenfured his conduct. But Lewis, alike heedlefs of the 
cenfures and complaints ?of his people, continued to purfue his own fyftem -of 
policy. The .considerations by which he had been influenced in the conclufion of 
the late truce, were thefe : he had received information that Maximilian, profit- 
ing by the opportunity afforded him by a meeting of the imperial -diet, Jiad repre- 
fented, in ftrong terms, the confequences of the king's attempts «m provinces 
which were not holden of the crown of France, and had acquired a ;great -number 
of partifans 5 that the .emperor Frederic having terminated all his 4ifputes with 
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the king of Hungary, that monarch had engaged to fend him a fupply of the 
empire againft the Swifs, if they continued to furnifh France with troops 5 
and, laftly, that a league was forming againft France, into which not only the. 
princes of the empire, but the Venetians, the kings of Arragon and Gaftile, had 
promifed to enter. He therefore prudently refolved to difarm thefe princes by an 
appearance of moderation, and by a voluntary ceflion of places which, fooner or 
later, he muft have been compelled to furrender, fmce he could have no poffible 
pretenfions for retaining them. This (hew of juftice and equity, by effecting a 
diflblution of the German league, ruined the hopes of Maximilian, and reduced 
him to the forces of his own territories. The motive which fuperinduced the 
evacuation of Tournay was equally politic: the garrifon of that town, by in- 
commoding the Flemings, obliged them, in their own defence, to preferve their 
allegiance to Maximilian ; the king therefore imagined, that fo foon as the danger 
fhould be removed to a greater diftanee, and they fhould have nothing to fear for 
themfelves, their fpirit of fedition would return, and far from feconding the efforts 
of their prince, they would enereafe his. embarraffnient, and rejoice in his difgrace*. 
The event juftified his opinion. 

The latter years of the reign of Lewis were paffed in alternate hoflilities and 
negotiations, the former marked by no event of importance, the latter diftinguifh- 
ed only for a fpirit of treachery and decit, that was vifible in every tranfaflion m 
which that infamous monarch had any concern. His interference in the affairs of 
Italy forms a fingle exception to the general remark. The wealth of the family 

of Medici, acquired by trade, and the magnificent fpirit of the fir ft Cofmo, gave 
him fuch an afcendency over his countrymen, that though the forms of a popular 
government were preferyed, he was in reality the head of the commonwealth.— 
A confiderable degree of his power he transmitted to his defcendants ; his grand- 
ions, Laurence and Julian, "having rendered themfelves obnoxious to pope Sixtus 
the Fourth,, that pontiff did not fcruple to engage fome envious citizens of Flo- 
rence in a confpiracy againft their lives. The church was fixed on as the fcene of 
a&ion ; Julian perifhed by the daggers of the afiaiSns, but Laurence was preserv- 
ed amidft the tumult by the zeal and fidelity of his friends. At the fame moment 
the. troops of Sixtus entered the territories of Florence, and extended their de- 
valuations to the gates of the city- The houfe of Medici, unequal to the eonteft 5 . 
implored the proteftion of the king- of France. Lewis, though the flave of fu— 
perftition the moft abjeft, afferted, on this oecafion, the.pretenfions of Laurence 
againft the fovereign pontiff ; and the court of Rome, after an ineffe&ual difplay 

of thofe arts for which fhe was celebrated, was compelled to recall her cen«. 

lures, and yield to the powerful mediation of the king of France*. 

The fovereignty of Genoa, which had been formerly ceded by France to the 

duke of Milan, was now again offered to the acceptance of Lewis, who wifely 

refufed the dangerous honour : to the ambafladors who were fent to make.hijrt. 

the offer, he returned this laconic anfwer— The Genoefe give themfelves tome^aiid 

6 * J ww them to the devil. /.'*' 
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The king's turbulent and fufpicious fpirit would never fuffer him to be at eafe 

fo long as there was a prince or nobleman in his dominions, poflefled of fufficient 
povter and authority to enforce refpecl and to render himfelf formidable. Though 
the duke of Brittany had obferved a perfedl neutrality during the late hoftilities* 
•Lewis feifed fome of his towns, and, in order to intimidate the duke into a com- 
pliance with whatever demands he might chufe to prefer, he purchafed, of the 
remaining heirs, all the rights of the houfe of Ponthievre to the duchy of Brit- 
tany*. He alfo fuborned a man of infamous character, whofe name was Doyac ? 
to {land forward as the accufer of the duke of Bourbon; and the parliament of 
Paris difplayed a willingnefs to favour the nefarious projefts of their fovereign*- 
But the popularity of the duke of Bourbon fecured him from the wicked attempt y, 
while the perjury of Doyac, which ought to have incurred the fevereft punifh- 
ment, was rewarded by Lewis with the government of Auvergnei 

In 1479? Lewis made an attempt to complete the reduction of Franche-Comte.- 
Chaumont d'Amboife, with a ftrong body of troops, after defeating the militia of 
the province, laid fiege to the town of Dole ; which, having been betrayed by the 
garrifon, was immediately reduced to afhes, while the citizens were inhumanly 
maflfacred by the French. Moft of the other towns, intimidated by this aft of fe- 
verity, opened their gates on the approach of the troops. In the Low Countries* 
jfeowever, the French were not equally fuccefsfuL Virton* a ftrong town in the 
duchy of Luxembourg, was retaken by the marefchal of Burgundy ; at the fame 
time that Maximilian, with an army of twenty thoufand men, laid fiege to Terou-- 
anne. The marefchals Defquerdes and de Gie, were fent to oppofe this formida- 
ble force ; and at the village of inegatte the hoftiie armies met. The Germaa 
cavalry were broken by the impetuous charge of the French, who, inconfiderate— 
ly, purfued them to a great diftance, while the archers, thinking the day was- 
won, haftened to feize the enemy's baggage ; but the count de Romont, whcr- 
commanded' the Flemifh infantry, immediately attacked them, and put them, to 
flight, fo that the cavalry,, on their return from the purfuit, found the enemy iir 
the poffeffiorr of the field. Yet the flaughter appears to have been nearly equal 
<qji both fides;. Lewis foon obtained a more decifive advantage, by the capture of 
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was obliged to raife the fiege of Terouanne, and to confine his hoftiie operations 
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be hanged.. Lewis^ in revenge, ordered his grand provoft to feiecl fifty prifon- 
ers, of the higheft rankj feven of whom were, executed on the fame fpot where 

' * n " A • ten were handed before the Grates of Bouai: ten be- 
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tified caftles and villages, in the county of Guines, all of which he firft plunder- 
ed and then reduced to afhes. 

A. I). 148 1.] Lewis began to be tired of a war whence he could not hope to 
derive any farther advantage:; and the means of retaining the conquefts he had al- 
ready made, now folely occupied his thoughts. But nature wasoppreffed by this 
continual and unwearied application to bufmefs; frequent fainting warned him to 
prepare for a future (late; and at a village, near Chinon in Touraine,~he wa> fel- 
led with a fit of apoplexy : he remained fome time fpeechiefs and motionlefs, 
and though his voice and intelle&s returned, his health was considerably impaired* 

But this attack, far from infpiring Lewis with fentiments adapted to his fituation T 
only ferved to render him more fufpicious, miftruftfui, and defpotic* When he 
felt the "firft fymptcms of the diforder, he had moved towards the window of the 
apartment, but his attendants imagining the air would be prejudicial to him, feifed 

him in their arms, and conveyed him to the fire fide. This effeft of their concern 
for his fafety, was now conftrued into an a£t of prefumption, that merited punifh- 
ment; and the faithful attendants ware accordingly difmiffed from their places, and 
.baniflied from court. The king, jealous of his authority, was apprehenfive, left his 
officers, by accuftoming themfelves to contradict him on points of indifference, 
fhould,by degrees, take upon themfelves the principal management of affairs, un- 
der pretence that he was not in a condition to conduft them himfel£ 

The death of Charles, count of Maine, the laft prince of the fecond houfe of 
Anjou, who had lately fucceeded to a part of the dominions of Rene, titular king 
<of Sicily, added, at this jun&ure, the county of Provence to the crown ; but while 
Lewis was employed in fecuring this new acquifition, a fecond flroke of an apo- 
plexy again warned him of his approaching end. He revived, however, and per- 
formed -a pilgrimage to Saint-Claude but though this journey was apparently un- 
dertaken from motives of religion, its real objeQ: was a matter of policy: viz. to 

reftore -tranquillity to the dominions of the houfe of Savoy, and to releafe the 
young duke from a ftate of domeftic captivity. As foon as he had accomplifiied 
.this objeft, and declared himfelf the protestor of his infant nephew Charles, he 
returned, confiderably exhau (led by a journey, the length of which was ill pro- 
portioned to the weak ftate of his body. 

A* D. 1482, 1483.] Though arrived at the laft ftage of life, when all fchemcs 
^)f ambition ought to have been totally expelled from his mind, the death of Mary 

of Burgundy, from a wound which (he received from a fall from her horfe in 
hunting, and which her niodefty prevented her from difcJofing even to her huf- 
"band*, again directed his thoughts to the infidious machinations of a dilhoneft 
policy. He excited the inhabitants of Ghent, with whom he had long maintained 
a fecret correfpondence, to revolt, and urged them to profit by the prefent occa- 
£on for the full recovery of their ancient privileges. They fo far liftened to his 
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advice 

a deputation to Paris to fue for peace. 



Mary from their fatfrer 5 



The deputies 1 were received with the ntmoff magnificence, and though the ca« 
pital was then expofed to the deftru&ive ravages or peftiieiice and famine, fatle 
]• y and artificial plenty were exhibited wherever they went* Soon after their de« 
parture, the king refolved to accomplifh a projeft which he had formed for preh- 
earing the hand of Margaret of Auftria 7 the infant daughter of Mary and Maxi«- 
milian, for his f on, the dauphin. The hatred of Maximilian, formed, indeed,:, 

a ferious ob ! acle to I123 \vifhe3j but an event foon occurred, by which he was -en- 
abled to furmount it. 

The bifhop of Liege Had brought up in his family a young orphan of diffinc- 
tion, named William de la Mark, who, from the ferocity of his manners, had- 
acquired the appellation of The Wild Bear cf Ardennes*. This youth, after com- 
mitting various a£ls of violence, aflaffinated the bi'hop's chancellor, in his : palace^ 
and almoft in fight of his rnafter.. The prelate, juftly enraged,, banifhed the cuU- 
prit from the territory of Liege. Although the punifnment was greatly inade- 
quate to the crime, la Mark breathed nothing but vengeance-, and repairing to 
the court of France, he offered his fervices to the king, engaged to promote, in.; 



favo 



entrance for the 



French into Brabant. Lewis, who never refufed protection to villainy*,, where : 
his intereft was concerned, . received la Mark with dlftinflion, . conferred' on hinr. 
the title of his lieutenant and governor in the county of Liege, and gave him a 
company of one hundred lances, with a fum* of thirty thoufand livres, to enable- 

him to levy recruits. . After every thing was prepared for his departure, the king,; 
proclaimed a revocation of his gifts, and published an order for him- to quit the" 
kingdom.* This was done for the purpofe of more effectually deceiving the bifliop 
of Liege j the project accordingly facceeded j la • Mark approached Liege,, cor- • 
xupted the magiftrates, feduced the troops, excited a revolt, and, to eroarn hi*' 
infamy, aflafiinated his benefactor, He then entered the city of Liege in txiumph, 
and perfuaded the inhabitants to declare for France. The. French troops hud, 
during thefe tranfaftions, entered Artois, and reduced, through, the treachery of 
the governor, the ftrong town of Aire., 

Alarmed at thefe lofies, and having no army then ready tooppofe the progrefs 
q£ the French,. Maximilian was prevailed on to confent to the marriage of his: 
daughter with the fon of his unprincipled foe. By the treaty figiied on this oc- 
cafion, it was ftipulated, that the young archduke, Philip, ..mould, on affuming 
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ihould fucceed not only to Flanders, but to Hainaut, Brabant, Luxembourg,, 
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Artois, Ma$on, Auxerre, and Troyes, fhould revert to her brother Philip, who 

Ihould do homage for the fame ; but, in that cafe, the towns of Lifle, Douai, and 
Orchies, fhould be reftored to the king and finally, that the king, immediately 
.after the treaty fhould be figned, ihould reftore his conquefts in Luxembourg, 
and Hamaut ; Ihould recall all the French who were then in the country of Liege, 
and fhould engage to afford no farther affiflance either to William de la Mark, or 
to the Liegeois. By the conciufion of this treaty, which was fully ratified by 
either party ; and by the death of the king of England, which occurred about 
the fame time, Lewis was freed from all his enemies, and had the fatisfattion of 
feeing his dominions reftored to a flate of perfeft tranquillity* 

As the king found his health declining apace, he had, during thefe tranfa&ions, 
paid a vifit to the dauphin, w r ho was kept almoft in a flate of captivity, at the raf- 
fle of Amboife, where — except th& officers of the houfhold — none were permited 
to approach him but fervants and perfons of the meaneft condition. Lewis was 
accompanied by feveral of the princes, and others of the nobility, in whofe prefence 
he thus addrefied his fon — " My fon, I know not what term the Supreme Being 
" has prefcribed to the duration of my exiftence, but age and habitual infirmities 

* c warn me it is time to prepare for my lafl hour. Both my own wifhes and the 
* c laws of the realm defignate you for my fucceffor; learn, then, the full extent 

* c of the obligations which that title impofes. You are deftined to afcend the 
** firft throne in the world, and to bear the appellation of Moji Chriftian King; 
* c for that rank, and for that augufl prerogative, you' are indebted to your 
6< anceftors, who, by their valour, and their zeal in the caufe of religion, 

" have exalted themfelves above all the princes in Chriftendom. If you 

" are anxious to partake the glory which they have fo well deferred, let your bo- 
" fom be infpired with' a noble ardour and endeavour to refemble them. Their 
4C example, my fon, wilifuffice to teach you what to do, mine will better inftruft 
cc you what to avoid; for, although with the aid of the Almighty, and with the 
" affiflance of our brave fubje&s, the fceptre of France has not fuffered degrada- 
tion in my hands; although I have fuccefsfully defended the rights of the crown, 
u and have even extended the limits of this kingdom ; yet muft I not conceal my 
* c faults: this confeffion may tend to your inftru&ion better than any advice I can 
" give you. Know, then, my fon, that on my acceffion to the throne, having de- 
cc prived of their places thofe officers who had ferved the (late, and the king my 
" father, with zeal and fidelity, that inconfiderate ftep has caufed torrents of tears 
and blood to flow, and has embittered my whole life. My fon, the confeffion 
which I now make ought to render you more wife. The flame is not fo far ex- 
tinguished, but that it may be eafily rekindled, unlefs, by a conduct more pru- 
dent than mine was at that period, you fucceed in gaining the confidence of your 
faithful fubjefts ; proniife, then, that when you afcend the throne, you will, 
« in all matters of importance, take the advice of the princes of your blood, and 
sc members of your council; that you will not deprive any one of his place, unlefs 

* c Iiq ffiaii have previoufly been found guilty of prevarication j and as what I now 
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€C require of you, is of the utmoft importance, ref!e£t ferioufly before you give 
" me your anfwer." 

The dauphin then retired into an adjoining apartment, with the lord of Beaujeu> 
his governor, and the officers of his houfhold, and in a few minutes he returned* 
and fwore to fulfil the promife which the king exca&ed from him. The particulars ' 
of this interview were committed to paper, and tranfmitted to all the fovereign 
courts in the kingdom, Lewis then lent to the duke of Orleans, and made him 
fwear that he would not oppofe any of the regulations which he might chufe to 
eftablifli, with regard to the regency, and that he would not engage his relations, 
the duke of Brittany and the count of Foix, co affift him in exciting troubles in 
the kingdom, and in procuring for himfelf a greater (hare in the adminiftratiork 
than it fhould pleafe the king to afiign him. Both the duke's oath and the dau- 
phin's were inferted in the regifters of the parliament. It is rather extraordinary 
. that Lewis fhould expeft that others would . be bound by an engagement which 
— notwithftanding its folemnity — he himfelf had invariably treated with contempt. 

As Lewis approached nearer to the grave, his terror at the thoughts , of his dif- 
folution increafed; although in the dreadful fituation to which ficknefs had reduced 

him, death ought rather to have been confidered as a friend than a tyrant, yet 
were all his hours moft anxioufly employed in the hopelefs endeavour to prolong a 

miferable exiftence. All the precautions which he had hitherto adopted with the 
view to preferve himfelf from the fecret machinations of his enemies, now ap- 
peared infufficient. At the moft happy periods of his life, he was attended, where« 
ver he went, by a body of troops and a train of artillery; and, fince the afiaflina- 
tion of the Medici and the duke of Milan, he had always armed himfelf with a, 

pike, which a page carried at his fide in the day, and which . the king placed at the 

head of his bed during the night. But when he found his ftrength too far ex- 

liaufted, by age andficknefs, to fufFer him to make ufe of this weapon in cafe of 

attack, he refolved to fhut himfelf in fome inacceflible place. 

His favourite relidence of Pleffis4es-Tours was, after much confideration^ 

chofen for the purpofe of retirement; he caufed the caftle to be furrounded by 

a broad and deep ditch, over which were thrown two bridges, that were never 

Jet down but at one particular hour ; within the ditch an iron railing was ere£ted 9 

the walls of the fortrefs were covered with iron fpikes, and the gates defended 

Jby baft ions. A. guard of four hundred archers paraded round this gloomy prifon. 

night and day, with orders to fire on any one who fhould dare to approach without 

fir ft making himfelf known. Eighteen thoufand caltrops were diftributed on the 

neighbouring plains, to prevent the.approach of cavalry ; and in the inrerior court 

of the caftle were two rows of large iron chains, with cannon-balls faflened to the 

end of them, to which criminals, often for the .moft trivial offences, were faftened. 

Thefe chains were called Les fdlettes du rot. The avenues which led to this 

abode of mifery were lined, on either fide, with gibbets inftead of trees, on 

. which Triftan the pr.ovoft~who was truly worthy to adminifter to the rage and 

caprice of a fanguinary tyrant — caufed the wretched victims of his matter's 
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fufpicions and revenge, to be placed. No one reftded in the cattle, except four 
or five officers, who, by their tyrannical conduct, had become the obje&s of 
public execration, and who from their expectations of falling, on the death of 
Lewis, into the hands of juflice, were moil interefted in the prolongation of hi& 
life. The princes of the blood, and even the king's own daughters, were for- 
bidden to enter the place, without an exprefs invitation. When Anne of France, 
her hufband, the lord of Beaujeu, and the count of Bunois brought the young 
dauphinefs from Flanders,. Lewis, having deferred from the windows of his 
palace their numerous train, was gr. atly alarmed, and immediately fent fome of 
his officers to fearch them, in the apprehenfion that they might have arms con- 
cealed beneath their clothes. 

But though Lewis had thus fecluded himfelf from the world, he took care that 
the world fhould not forget him ; inftead, however, of defervmg attention by 

acts of virtue, he only fought to render himfelf confpicuous by his vices. Every 
day, and almoft every hour, were orders the moft stbfolute and tyrannical dif~ 
patched to different parts of the kingdom. He difmiffed, without any reafon, all 
his old fervants j and the new ones who fucceeded them, were fson difmiffed in 
their turn j whsn afked the motive of this conduct, his reply was — Nature takes 
delight in variety. Nor wer« thefe fudden difmiffions confined to his houfhold, 
for there was fcarcely a poft in the kingdom, from the higheft to the laweft* but 
experienced a fimilar change* 

Lewis was equally anxious to engage the attention of foreigners, whom he, alio, 
wlfhed to believe that his health was perfe£tly re-eftablifhed. He fent envoys or 
ambaffadors to foreign courts on the mod frivolous pretexts ; and thefe reprefen- 
tatives 01 fovereignty had often no other bufinefs to negotiate, than the purchafe 
of fome trifling article for their matter. From Spain, he exported at a great ex- 
pence, mules and fporting dogs from Italy, horfes and curiofities ; from the 
kingdoms of the north, elks, rein-deer, and furs y and young lions, and other 
Scarce animals, from the coaft of Africa ; and, as his only objeft in purchafing 
thefe articles was to make people talk of him, his agents could not oblige him 
more than by paying a moft extravagant price for them* They were conveyed to 
the palace with great pomp and parade, and when they arrived, he did not even 

deign to look at them* 

All the irores of medicine were exhaufted in vain to ireftore his drooping; 

health 5 no remedy which the Mil of the regular profefw could fugged, or the 
ingenuity of the daring empiric devife^ was left unemployed ; we are told by a 
contemporary writer, that among other remedies, he was ordered to drink the. 
- t>loodof a child, in order to correft the acrimony of his own ^ and, that a great 
number of children were, accordingly, bled for the purpofe. As hunting had al- 
ways constituted his principal amufement when he was in health, he now ordered 
* number of large rats to be caught and turned loofe in his apartments, where he. 
Runted them with cats 0 But as he fo©n became tired of this kind of amufement* 

attsadasts devifed another more fiwtable to his fituatfosi, T hey affembled the 



• 
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Poitou 



diftributed tliem m the mea 



dows round the caftle, where fome of them played on their ruftic pipes, while 



different windows of 



ace 



and 



ceived that any one took notice of him, he inftantly retired, 
appear at the window again that day. 

As all human remedies had proved inefficacious, he had recourfe to others of a 
different defcription : he fent to different parts of Europe, for all the relics he 
could procure which were holden in any tolerable degree of eflimation. Friar 
Rofat, a monk of Lombardy, and five or fix of his brethren, brought him a 
great number from Italy ; and he not only paid all the expences of their journey, 
but received them mofl magnificently. Some canons of Cologne obtained, in 
exchange for fome curious relics, the confirmation of a rich donation which he 



had already 



tradefman, from Aix-la-Chapelie 



received fixty livres for a fmall filver image, which he faid had touched fome 



very famous relics. 



James in Gaiicia, 
Jobin. The holy oil from Rheims was 



taken to him with great ceremony, and he obtained permiflion from the pope to 

be anointed with it a fecond time ; but the wily pontiff exa&ed for this indulgence 
—•which had already caufed an infurrection at Rome — the ceffion of the counties 
of Valence and Die, in Dauphiny, to which the church of Rome had preferred 



fome obfolete claims. 



th 



the fear of death, and, moreover, a Have to the mofl abjeft fupcrflition, its mofl 
prominent and mofl difgufting features fhould ftill have retained their former 
firength. Having recoramended-himfelf to the prayers of Bourdeille, archbifliop 
of Tours, thai prelate thought the opportunity favourable for impreffing him with 
ii due fenfe of his errors; and he accordingly reprefented to him, with a truly 
-apoftolic zeal, that the mofl acceptable offering he could make to God would be 
that of a contrite hearty that gifts to the church could not expiate fins ; that he 
had violated the privileges of the church by illegal a£te of violence againfl its mi- 
nifters ; that he had either imprifoned or expelled from their fees, the bifhops of 
Laon, Seez, Gaftres, Coutances, Saint-Flour, and Pamiers, whofe only offence 
was that of being conne&ed, either by the ties of blood or friendfhip, with fome 
perfons who had incurred the king's difpleafure ; that he had defpoiled feveral, fa- 
milies of their patrimony ; and that he had retained, againfl all law and equity^ 

the inheritance of the houfe of Tremoille. 

Lewis, enraged at the freedom of his cenfures, replied, that he had afked him 
for prayers and not for advice ; that fuch complaints were an 

reign authority, and bore a ftrong refemblance to threats ; that Bourdeille med- 
dled with too many affairs ; and that he defied him, and all the prelates he had 
(mentioned, to find any flaw in his conduct. The king then ordered the chan- 
cellor to inftitute a proceft -againfl: the archbifliop and the other prelates $ 

4 Ba 
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and Bourdeille was finally compelled: to alk pardon, for having difcharged his 
duty. 

But though Lewis — as he told the archbifliop — afked for prayers and not for 
advice, yet did he wifh for thofe prayers lefs for the falvation of his foul, than 
the rc-eftablifhme&t of his health. As he felt an inconvenience from the north- 
wind, whenever it blew for fome days together, he ordered general proceffions to 
Saint-Denis ; but .being afhamed to avow his weaknefs, he commanded the pray- 
ers, that were faid on thofe occafions, to be offered up for the health of the king 
and the dauphin, and for the preservation of the fruits of the earth. We are 
told that his chaplain was, one day, reciting an orifon to Saint Eutropius, and 
when he came to pray cc for the health of the foul and of the body" he v/as inter- 
rupted by the king,, who told him he ought not to alk for fo many things at a time* 
and requefted him only to pray for the health of the body. There is a letter of 
bisftill extant, addrelfed to Peter Cadouet, a monk ; in which hdTays — " Mailer 
* c Peter, my friend, I requeft you with all poffible earneflnefs to pray inceflantly 
tc to God, and our lady of Salles, in my behalf; that it may pleafe them to fend 
cc me a quartan ague, for I am afflifted with a malady which my phyficians tell 
u me cannot be removed without it 5 and as foon as I have it, I will let you 

w know/" 

But while the king, depending on the efficacy of prayers, proceffions and relics,; 
negle&ed the proper means of concilitating the mercy of God whom , he had 
grievoufly offended by the magnitude of his offences, a third ftroke of an apo- 
plexy (on Monday, the twenty-fifth of Auguft) fruft rated all his hopes of life* 
He lay motionlefs fo long, that it was believed he was dead ; on his revival, he 
forbade his attendants, however ill he might be, to mention the word death in his 
prefence, fmce he did not think he ihould have refolution to hear it ; " It will 
"fuffice," faid he, "to fay, fpeak 

This prohibition , however, was disregarded; and his favourite, Oliver le Daim, 

accompanied by a phyfician, and a hermit, who had come from Calabria to aflifl 
him with his prayers, approached his bed, and apprifing him that he had but a. 

lort time to live, advifed him to think of his conscience,. But Lewis, as if 
anxious to diffemble to the laffi, replied, without betraying any emotions of 
terror ; — u I hope that God will affift me, for I am not fo ill as you think l am." 

From this moment, however, he appears to have been convinced of the cer- 
tainty of his fpeedy diffolution ; he fent for the lord of Beaujeu, whom he had/ 
appointed,, conjointly with Anne of France;, to govern the ftate during his fon's 
minority, and imparted to him his laft w 7 ill 1 he then difpatched the chancellor to 
the daupliin of Amboife, and told ail who went to fee him, to go to the king, and: 
ferva him. with fidelity. He fent alfo. for the marefchal Defquerdes, and advifed him 
never to lofe fight of the dauphin, for the fir ft fix months he ordered him to* 
give up all thoughts of the plan they had concerted together for taking Calais: 

%>:pfc t ths Engliih, and not- to.iaolcft'the duke of Brittany, who, in future, hs; 
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fie faid, would only feek to live in peace ; he added, that what would have beea- 
proper, had he lived, would be extremely dangerous during a minority ; and^ 
befides, that the kingdom flood in need of a peace for five or fix years, in order 
to recover its ftrengthr 

At length he complied with all the forms required by the Catholic religion^ 
and received the facrament ; he faid, that on account of the particular devotion' 
which he had always entertained for the holy Virgin, he fhould not die till 
Saturday; in fa£t, he expired on that day, which was the thirtieth of Auguft, 

1483, in the fixty-firft year of his age, exclaiming, with his laft breath — 6 Our' 

" lady of Embrun, my good miflrefs, affifl me." Ke was buried eight day's - 
after his deceafe, at the church of Notre-Bame, at ClerL 

To mark the different fhades of vice ; to diftingufh the mofl prominent fea~ 
tures of infamy, from thofe of inferior magnitude, is a talk unpleafant in itfelf^ 
and one from which neither amufement nor inflrucfcion can be derived ; yet what 
elfe can be done in the delineation of a chara&er, in which not a fingle good 
quality appears? That difpofition to tyranny which Lewis evinced at an early 
period of his life, and which he was n more ftudious to encourage than anxious to 
reprels, affords ftrong grounds for believing that, at whatever period he had 
been called to afcend the throne, his reign muft have abounded with fchemes to* 
opprefs his people, and to render his own power abfolute. — Subtle, unfeeling, and : 
cruel, a flranger to every principle of integrity, and regardlefs of decency, he 
fcorned all the reflraints which a fenfe of honour, or the defire of fame, impofe- 
even upon .ambitious men. Sagacious, at the fame 'time,- to difcern his true- 
interefl, and influenced by that alone, he was capable of purfuing it with a per«- 
fevering induftry, and of adhering to it with a fyflematic fpirit, from which no j 
objeft could divert, and no danger could deter him. 

In proportion as Lewis the Eleventh ftripped the nobility of their -privileges, he 1 
added to the power and prerogative of hi & crown. In order to have 1 "facft 
body of foldiers at his command, as might be iufficient to cruih any; force which r 
his difaffefted fubjefts could draw together; he not ' only kept on foot the regular^ 
troops which hra father had raifed, but took into his pay* fix thoufand Swils, at 
that time the beft difeiplined and mod formidable infantry in Europef ; - Fronx- 
the jealoufy natural to tyrants, he confided ia thefe foreign mercenaries, as the- 
molt devoted mftruments-of oppreffion, and the moft faithful guardians of the - 
power he had acquired- .. That they might be ready to aft on the {horteft warnings 

he, during the latter years, of . his reign, kept a considerable body of them en^ 
camped in one place; . 

Great funds were requifitey not only to defray the expence of this additional: 
eftablifhment, but to fupply the funis employed in the various enterprifes which. 

the reftlefs a&ivity of his genuis prompted him to undertake* But the prerogative 

■ 

* Robertfon^. ^ 
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that his father had affumed, of levying taxes without the concurrence of the 
itates»general, and which he was careful not only to retain but to extend, en- 



What 



fome meafure, for the encreafing charg 



He was the firft monarch* 



of 



thofe great afTemblies, in which the feudal policy had veiled the power of granting 
iubfidies and of impofing taxes. He fir ft taught other princes the fatal art of 
beginning their attack on public liberty, by corrupting the fource from which 
that liberty fliould flow* By exerring all his power and addrefs in influencing 
the eie&ion of reprefentatives, by bribing or intimidating the members, and by 



acquired fuch 



of their deliberations 



privileg 



igiia: 



iubfervient, in promoting the moft odious meafures of his reign- As no power 



exactions 



pofed by his father, but made immenfe additions to them. Charles the Seventh 
levied taxes to the amount of one million eight hundred thoufand livres. Lewis 
the Eleventh raifed four millions feven hundred thoufand livres. The former 
had in pay nine thoufand cavalry, and fixteen thoufand infantry; the latter 
augmented the cavalry to fifteen thoufand, and the infantry to twenty-five thou- 



fand. * 



of 



In confequence of an extenfion of territory, by acquifitions 
that were made during the reign of Lewis, France was formed into one compact 
kingdom, and the fteady unrelenting policy of that prince not only fubdued the 
haughty fpirit of the feudal nobles, but eftablifhed a fpecies of government, fcarce- 

ly lefs abfolute, or lefs terrible than Eaftern defpotifm. 

But fatal as his adminiftration was to the liberties of his fubjefts, the authority 
which he acquired, the refources of which he became m after, and his freedom 
from reftraint in concerting his plans as well as in executing them, rendered his 
reign a&ive and enterprifing ; and from this era, the kings of France, no longer 



and 



more 
have 



and 



Michael 



1469; it confifted of thirty-fix knights, the Sovereign included; befides a chancellor, 
a fecretary, a treafurer, and a herald. Lewis alfo inftituted two parliaments, that of 
Bourdeaux, which his father had promifed to eftablifli, in 1462; and the parliament 
of Burgundy, in 1 47 6* 
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An Important difcovery was made in the cfiirurgxcal art during this reign;— 
the mode of curing the ftone by the operation of cutting* An archer of Meudon* 
who had been long affli&ed with this dreadful difeafej was, in 1474* convi&ed. 
of various robberies, and condemned to die : but the phyficians and furgeons of 
Paris reprefented to the king that a great number of perfons, of all ranks, being, 
affli&ed with the ftone, it would be expedient to try, on this man, whofe life 
was already forfeited to the laws of his country, an experiment which might: 
prove of advantage to fociety. Lewis complied with their requeft ; and the 
operation was performed with fueh fuccefs that the man was perfectly cured m 
a fortnight j when the king not only granted him a pardon, but affigned him 

a reward* 
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CHARLES the EIGHTH- 



A.B. 1483.] VsHARLES, cither from the delicacy of his conftitution, or 
from motives of jealoufy, had been deprived of all the advantage of education; the 
orders of his father, to prevent his application to ftudy, had been fo rigoroufly en- 
forced, that, on his accefiion to the throne, he could neither read nor write.— 
Alhamed of his ignorance, the youthful,monarch no fooner became his own mat- 
ter, than he purfued his ftudies with indefatigable zeal; he even acquired a tafte 
for books, and engaged Robert Gaguin, general of the Mathurins, totranflate, 
for his ufe, the commentaries of Cefar, arid the life of Charlemagne- It was eafy 
to perceive, from the admiration which he betrayed on perufmg the account of 
the martial atchievements of thofe heroes, that a third for military glory formed 
one of the leading features of his mind. But his utmoft efforts proved inadequate 
to fupply, in a full degree, the \/ant of an early education; he always retained an 
invincible repugnance to bufinefs; difplayed a want of penetration in hk choice of 
minifters, and abandoned himfelf, without referve, to favourites who, too often, 
abufed his confidence : but, with thefe failings, Charles was frank, generous^ 
and magnanimous.; and " So good" — fays Phillip de Commines — " thai a better 
* 4 creature never extfied f" 

Although, by the laws of the realm, Charles was of age to alTume the reins of 
government ftnee he had entered his fourteenth year, yet it was not deemed pru- 
dent to entruft them to fuch feeble hands. 'Lewis, therefore, had* by his will, 
ordained, that the adminiftration fhould be vetted in his eldeft daughter, Anne of 
France, wife to Peter de Bourbon, lord of Beaujeu; the king had been influ- 
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enced in his choice, by the confideration that the princes of the blood would not 
think thernfelves degraded in being fubjefted to a princefs who, by her birth, 
was placed above them : that Anne, moreover, could nave no intereft in de- 
frauding the lawful heir of his right, fincc her fex precluded her from wearing 
the crown herfelf, and her hufband could have no poflible claim to it; and, laflly, 
that if, notwithftanding all the precautions he had taken, civil commotions fliould 
arife, nobody was better calculated for quelling them than herfelf. In fad*, all 
the hiftorians of that age concur in defcribing her as poffefled of profound genius, 
a ftrong mind, and all the graces peculiar to her own fex, combined with all the 
virtues that characlerife the greatefl of the other. 

Thefe confiderations, however, were infufficient to deter thofewho had, as they 
ilippofed, ftronger claims to the regency, from (landing forward to aiTert them ; 
and to proteft againft the partial and improper condufb of the late king. The 
chief of thefe competitors was the queen-dowager, whofe claims were foun- 
ded on- the rights, of nature, and on cuftoms fundamentally eftablifned and 
univerfally obferved fince the commencement of the monarchy. Lewis, although 
he had married againft his father's commands, had never a flncere attachment 
for his wife, whom he treated with the utmoft brutality, generally confining her 
in fome diftant fortrefs, and holding no commerce with her but fuch as was merely 
iufficient for the purpofe of procuring heirs. But neither the unworthy treat- . 
ment which that princefs experienced from her tyrannical hufband, who withheld 
from her thofe carefles which he lavifhly bellowed on the meaneft of his fubje&s* . 
nor ihe order which Lewis is laid to have given on his death-bed, to prevent her 
from approaching her fon, and to banifli her into Dauphine, could deprive her , 
of her rank, or debar her of her rights. And there is every reafon to believe 
that the reins, of government would have been placed in her hands, had Ihe been 
earnefiin the aflertion of her claims; but the retired life to which Ihe had" -been, 
f o J ong accuftomed, had rendered her averfe from the buftle of the world j. 
and her death, which occured within three months after the deceafe of Lewis,, . 
delivered Madame — for by that appellation was the eldeft daughter of the king 
now diltinguilhed — from a dangerous rival, and encouraged the pretenfions of 
other competitors. 

The firft of thefe was Lewis, duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, who 
had been compelled, by the late king, to marry his daughter Jane,, a princefs - 
whofe pcrfon was extremely difgufting, and fo deformed, that fhe was fuppofed 1 
to be incapable of bearing children. The illuftrious birth of his confort afforded 
but a poor compensation for her natural defe&s, in the opinion of a young prince . 
who is reprefented as a model of beauty, and as being "extremely addifted to. 
pleafurd, during the life of Lewis the Eleventh ; but the death of that monarch 
and that of the queen, the youth and inexperience of his fucceifor, and the gene- 
ral difcontent of the nation, all combined to furnifn him whh a favourable , op- 
portunity for difclofmg his real fentiments. It was requfite that he fliould firft 

€ndeavojiy :i to Jet afide.fo much of the late king's will as related to the regency • 
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of Madame ; after which he would find no difficulty in procuring a divorce from 
his wife, in contra&ing a marriage that might fecure him the poffeilion of u, 
Sovereignty, and in enforcing his claims to the duchy of Milan, The execution 
of thefe various fchemcs, however, furpaffed the ftrength of his mind ; and, it 
is probable, he would have been induced to abandon them had he been left to 
himfelf ; but he had a friend who was capable of giving him advice, and who 
perfuaded him to perfevere in the profecution of his plans. This friend was the 
count of Dunois, ion to the celebrated baftard of Orleans, whofe talents for 
political ncgociations are faid to be unequalled. The duke was farther fuppartcd 
by the count of Angouleme, his coufm-german; his brother-in-law, the vifcount 
of Narbonne ; his coufin, the duke of Brittany ; the duke of Alen$on, and 
many others of the nobility, who were eager to pay their court to the prefump^ive 

heir to the throne. Independent of the oath which Lewis the Eleventh had 
exatted from the duke, binding him to an obfervance of his will, with regard 
to the regency, two other motives for excluding him from that dignity were now 
urged ; firft— That as he was prefumptive heir to the throne, it would not be 
prudent to intruft him with the care of the king's perfon ; and fecondly, that 
as he was ftili a minor, having but juft completed his twenty-third year, and 
not old enough to be entrufted with the difpofal of his own property, it could 
not be expe&ed that the management of the public revenue fhould be confined 
to him. 

Thefe objeftions to the duke of Orleans induced the duke of Bourbon, againft 
whom no fuch objections could be urged, to ftand forward as a claimant. Though 
of the blood royal, he was lb far removed from the throne, that there was 
no danger of his afpiring to afcend it; his age, his experience, the fervices he 
had rendered the (late under Charles the Seventh, the perfecutions he had ex- 
perienced from Lewis the Eleventh, all fpoke in his favour. If, faid he, the 
duke of Orleans be excluded on account of his youth, with what propriety can 
Madame be preferred, who is equally young, and of a fex unfit for command ? 
If, on the contrary, Madame has only been chofen to favour her huiband, and 
the lord of Beaujeu is to govern the ftate under the name of his wife, can 
I fufFer — purfued the duke — my younger brother, whofe claims are fo inferior 
to my own, to obtain a preference over me, and to acquire a right to com- 
mand me ? 

The two competitors repaired to court, each of them followed by a powerful 
party. Madame endeavoured, by the beftowal of honours and rewards, to make 
them defift from their purfuit ; on the duke of Orleans fhe conferred the govern- 
ment of Paris, the Iflc of France, Champagne and Brie, with a feat in the council; 
the count of Dunois was appointed governor of.Dauphinc; and the dignity of 
•conftable.and. lieutenant general of the kingdom, which he had been long anxious 
■to obtain, was conferred on the .duke of of Bourbon. 

But the princes were unwilling to barter their claims for fuch precarious emolu- 
ments j they, therefore, filled the council with their creatures, and thwarted all 
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' the meafures of the new government. Perceiving, however, that the prudence 

of Madame rofe fuperior to all their manoeuvres, they united in a requeffc that 
the ftates-general might be convened, and the arrangement of the adminiftration 
be left totally to them*. 

This propofal threw Madame, and all thofe who were really attached to the 
king, into the utmoft confirmation, as they imagined it was only advanced with, 
the view to fet the nation in a ferment, nr order that the princes might profit by 
the general confufion. They had received intelligence, that the duke of Orleans 
had entered into an affociation with the duke of Brittany and the arch-duke 

Maximilian, the two greateft enemies to the fovcreign power ; and that he had 
fent to Italy to folicit the young duke of Lorraine to return to France, and claim 
the fucceffion of his grandfather, Rene of Anjou. Their terror too was encreafed,. 
on ccnfidering what had recently paffed in the neighbouring kingdoms. They, 
had not forgotten, that, on the death of Charles the Bold, the flates of Flanders 
had pofteffed themfelves of the fupreme power, had kept their lawful fovereign- 
in a ftate of captivity, and had maffacred her two principal minifters in her 
prefence; that, on a more recent occafion, the duke of Gloucefter had procured 
a declaration from the parliament of England, tending to baftardife his nephews, 
whom he afterwards murdered, and to place the diadem on his own brows. Tho 5 
the duke of Orleans was not capable of fuch a flagrant a& of villainy, yet was 

it impoffible to fay to what lengths his impetuous paffions, inflamed by the artful 
fuggefiions of his perfidious advifers, might carry him. It was afterward discovered- 
that Peter Landois, prime minifier to the duke of Brittany, had fabricated papers,, 
and compofed a memorial, in which he had attacked the legitimacy of Charles 
the Eighth. He affirmed that Lewis the Eleventh defpairing to have a Ton, and. 
wi firing to detach from his brother's party the chief nobility of the kingdom,, 
who did not hefkate to expofe their lives and fortunes in his defence, becaule they 
confidered him as prefumptive heir to the throne, had compelled the queen to 
adopt this child. Landois did not deny that Charles might be the king's fon ; 
but he maintained, that the queen act being his mother j he, could have no right- 
to the crown. 

Whatever danger mieht attend a convention of the ftates under fuch circum-- 
fiances, a formal refufal to convene them would have been f till more dangerous. . 
The people, who muft foon have been made acquainted v* 7 ith it, would have im- 
mediately been led to conclude, that government had no intention* of redrefiing 
their grievances, and would, perhaps, have proceeded to extremities* If the 
prince?, m that cafe, had joined the people, Madame mint have been loft without 
refource, and the young monarch might, poiiibly have been involved in her ruim 
■Though preifed on all fides, (he continued, for.fome time, to elude the propofal ; : . 
'but finding that the princes .were determined, of tv/o evils (he chofe the. leaft; 
The flialcs were accordingly fuminoned to meet ozi the fuft of January, T4p4j., 

m 
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at Orleans; but, the confideration that that city was the capital of the appanage of 
the duke Orleans, and that the loyalty of its inhabitants might therefore be juftly 
fufpe&ed, induced Madame to change the place of meeting to Tours. Tranquillity 
was now re-eftaftabliflicd at court ; the princes directed iheir attention to the elec- 
tion of deputies at the provincial affemblies; while Madame, who, during this inter- 
val, remained in poflefiion of the fovereign authority, endeavoured to. fecure the 
fuflrages of the people by more honourable means than that of corrupting their, 
representatives. 

She began by confirming the judges "and other magiftrates in the poflefiion o£ : 
their refpeftive ports* ; and then directed her attention to the means of affording 
relief to the people. But before fhe dimir.ifhed the receipts, fhe wifely took care 
to leflen the expences. The fix thoufand Swifs thit had been taken into pay* 
by Lewis the Eleventh, {he prudently difmiffed, and, after paying all that was 
due to them, fent them back, in an honourable manner, to their own country 5 
fhe likewife difbanded feveral companies of the. national troops. By the adoption, 
of thefe good and falutary meafures, Madame was enabled to relieve the pec- 
ple > by remitting the laft quarter of the taxes of the prefent year, at. trie" 
fame time that fhe promifed them a more confiderable diminution which was 
to take place as foon as proper regulations could be made with regard to the-, 
demefnes of the crown. To forward this plan, all the numerous grants made by 
the late king were revoked, and orders were difpatched to the treafurers of the 
different provinces to reunite them to the royal domains. 

Madame, apprelienfive that the people might be led to believe that fhe would 
ihftil into the mind of her brother the fame principles of government which fhe- 
had feen pradifed in the preceding reign, was careful to obviate fufpicions of that: 
nature, by the adoption of a very ditTerent line of condufh. Lewis haying, on- 
mere fufpicions, fentenced a great number of perfons to imprifonment or exile, 
his daughter ordered the prifon doors to be thrown open, recalled thofe who had: 
been hanifhed, and loaded with favours- fuch as her father had persecuted with: 
the greatefti inveteracy. The Prince of Orange, who had been hanged in effigy 
for having promoted a revolution in Burgundy, was now reft.ored'to the pofTeffion; 
of his eflates in Franche-Comte : D'Urfe and Foncet de la Riviere, whom Lewis - 
had always regarded as his perfonal enemies, were promoted to places of truft . 
and importance; Philip of. Savoy, count of Breffe,. was recalled from Germany,, 
where he had been compelled to feck an afylum, and admitted to a feat in the- 
council; and, laflly, having received information of the offers which had been 
made by the princes to ihe duke of Lorraine, fhe. difpatched a courier to that: 
prince, who was then in Italy, where he commanded the Venetian forces, to ex- 
hort him to repair to court, promifing to reftore him the inheritance of his grand- 
father, Rene of Anjou, 
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At th: fame time that Madame endeavoured to conciliate the affeftions of thofe 
-whom her father had perfecuted, fhe deliver d into the hands of juflice his two 
greateft favourites, Oliver ie Daim and John Doyac, to whom he had been molt 
liberal in his donations, and whom, on his death-bed, he had particularly recom- 
mended to his fon. Among a variety of crimes of which Oliver le Daim was ac- 
. cufed, the following feems mofl to have fixed the attention of the judges* A 
gentleman having been arrefled by the king's orders, and being, threatened with 
.death, his wife applied to the. favourite to intercede in his behalf. Her youth, her 
.charms, and her tears, made a ftrong ; impreflion on Oliver ; but incapable of 
harbouring any generous fentiment, he demanded the enjoyment of her perfon as 
the reward of the fervice fhe required. This infamous propofal was, at firft, re- 
jected by the lady, with the difdain it was calculated to incur ; but having obtain- 
. ed permiffion to vifit her hufband in prifon, Ihe was overcome by his tears and 
intreaties, and, at length, confented.to purchafe his life with the facrifice of her 
. own honour. Oliver, however, being afraid that as foon as fhe had obtained the 
favour fheafked, fhe would abfent herfelf, forever, from his fight, procured an 
.order from the king to put the prifoner to death; and he commiffioned Daniel, 
.one of his fatellites, to put the unfortunate gentleman in a fack, and throw him 
into the river. The . crime was difcoveredby fome filhermen, who drew up the 
body in their nets, and the lady had now the mortification to perceive, that the 
very means-which (lie had employed for faving the life of her hulband had proved 
the caufe of his death. So long as Lewis lived fhe kept her grief to herfelf, con- - 
fcious that the publication of her {hame would be productive of no poflible ad- 
vantage ; but after the death of that tyrant, fhe boldly flood forward, and de- 
manded jultice on the afTafTm of her hulband ; and Le Daim, having confeffed 
the crime, was hanged, together with his accomplice Daniel. ^ 

Doyac, who had been a- common informer, and who had been employed by 
Lewis to calumniate the duke of Bourbon, efcaped the gallows, but to undergo 
a punifhment equally ignominious, and more painful: he was fentenced to be 
whipped in different parts of the metropolis, to have one ear cutoff, and his 
tongue pierced with a hot iron. He was then conveyed to Montferrand in Au« 
vergne, the place of his birth, and the feat of his pretended triumph over the 
.duke of .-Bourbon, .where he was again whipped, loft his other ear, and was af- 
terwards: banifhed the kingdom. 

Cottier, ;the>king's phyfieian, was involved in the fame difgrace with the other 
-favourites of iLewis ; -but his infupportable pride and his extreme "avarice formed 
the only grounds of accufation againft him : he was defpoiled of all the eftates 
which he had extorted from his mailer, and was fentenced to pay a fine of fifty 
^houfand crowns*. - 

A. D. 1.484.] On the fourteenth of January, the lung, accompanied by the • 
.whole court, made. his folemn entry into [Tour?, and, on the follovang day, the 

m 

ft 

m 

.jg Gzriuer, 



1484]. 



CHARLES THE EIGHTH. . 



9 



ftates general being afTembied, the feffions was opened by the following fpecch 
from William de Rochefort,. chancellor of France : 

" My lords, ever fmce the acceflionof his prefent majefty to the throne, he 
" has been extremely anxious to meet the. reprefentatives of the people j and the 
u - motives of this- anxiety I willnow explain to you. 

cc< He: wifhed for an opportunity of exprefling his gratitude for the joy which 
^ c you evinced on his! acceffion ; in that, indeed, you only followed the example 

4< * of your generous anceflors, who were ever diftinguifhed for their zealous at- 
* c - tachment to their, fo.vereigns, , It is the peculiar chara&eriftic of a Frenchman, 
to love his king, to be ever nearly to facrifice his life and fortune in his defence, 

M< and never to defpair of his country's fafety, fo long as he can preferve his law* 

* i: ful fo.vereign; : while other nations are eternally floating between obedience and 

"•-revolt; and defert their monarchs on, the molt trivial lubject of difcontent, or 
<c * the mo.ft.diftant profpeft of. danger,:. Read their hiftories ; you will fcarcely 
find two or three fuccefpve monarchs who have left their heirs in quiet pofleffion 

of. the throne ; and without, going farther for proofs of what I advance, exa- 

" mine what has lately paffed in England. Edward, at. his death, left two fair 

fons, the hopes of the nation ; but inftead of being fullered to afcend the 
<c - throne, of .their anceflors, they have been bafely mail acred, and their .-affaflin 
" v has.been rewarded with the crown. . You, Frenchmen^.have no fuch a£t of 
" atrocioufnefs.to blulh for : open your annals^ you will there find that infant 
" fovereigns have been more honoured and better ferved.than the mofb" abfolute 
u monarch ; and .you will admire a people' whofe attachment to their kings has 
4< been molt confpicuous at thofe -periods in which ; their :: kings have <ftood in 
*' greateft heed of their affiflance. It is to this unfhaken fidelity you are indebted 
" for the glorious advantage of being the firfl people in the world ; for what 
u - other nation can prefume to compare themfelves with you ? In the earlieft ages, 
" the Gauls; your anceflors, fpread the terror of their arms over every part of 
" the continent ; they founded colonies in _ Italy,, on the' banks of - the Da- 
** nube, and ; even in Afia; . Though the .. diflentions which prevailed between 
46 them proved the means of fubje&ing them to the. Romans, . they inflicted a 
u dreadful vengeance for the defeat they fuftained ; it was the fword of the Gauls 
u that enabled Julius Csefar to enflave his country.. Iri the* fequel, the Franks, 
16 incorporated with the Gauls*: delivered the church of Rome from, the yoke of 
u the barbarians, laid the firft foundation .of her power and greatnefs, arid re- 
44 eftablilhed the weftern empire, which had long been overturned. . Fired with 
J< a holy zeal, they flew to the defence .of their brethren opprefled by the infi- 
" delsj fixed their «flandards on the walls. of Jerufalem, and reduced Paleftine-, 
u Syria,. Sicily and Greece. , How glorious it is to. command a people at ;once fo 
"'generous and fo brave ! It: is to your affeftion,- to your virtues,- that the king 
** feels hi mfelf indebted for the fplendour of his rank ; and a defire to exprefs 
44 * his gratitude on this account was one of his chief motives for aiTembling you^ * 



it 



. HISTORY OF FRANCE. £14*4 

cc A fecond motive not lefs powerful was his defire of feeing you, of offering 
himfelf to your fight, and of encreafing, thereby, the mutual affe&ion by 

which you are united ; contemplate, then that auguft prince, on whom the 
country now relies for its fafety. Let not his youth alarm you : Solomon, the \vi- 
feft of kings, was young when he mounted the throne ; Scipio, who obtained the 
confuiar dignity before he had reached the age required by the laws, repaired 
the loffes of the Roman republic, and made her triumph over her mod formi- 
dable enemy. Saint Lewis, whofe reign forms fo glorious an epoch in our 
hiftory, was not older than your king when he afcended the throne. In privi- 
leged minds prudence is not incompatible with wifdom : your fovcreign, young 
as he appears, knows how to aft with propriety, and in whom to place his con- 
fidence ; of this you may judge by the third motive which induced him to at 
fembleyou. 

<c He was anxious to explain to you the conduft he has obferved fince his ac- 
cefiion, to communicate his future defigns, and to affociate you with him, in 
a certain degree, in the government. Immediately after his father's death, 
he fent for the princes of the blood, who inftantly obeyed his fummons, and, 
by their advice, he confirmed all the officers in the kingdom in the pofieffion of 
their refpe&ive pods, that the public fafety might not be endangered, and that 
: the adminiftration of juftice might fuffer no interruption ; he alio entrufted the 
: management of the revenue to perfons of acknowledged probity. Being in- 
; formed that the domains of the crown had, by inconfideratc alienations, been 

greatly diminifhed, he granted letters-patent for revoking all fuch gifts ; for it 

it is not his intention to drain the purfes of his fubje&s, . nor to overload them 

with impoflis. He means to begin by appropriating the revenues of the domain 
to defray the expences of his houfeold, and other ft ate charges ; and only to 
demand of his faithful fubjetts fuch contributions as are indifpenfably requifite 
for the defence of tlie kingdom. His firft and mo ft ardent wife is to fee his 
people contented and happy : and the promotion of their welfare and felicity 
was the fole obje£t he had in view in the reforms which he has already made. 
As the nation incurred a great expence by keeping fix thoufand mercenaries in 
conftant pay, he has fent them back to their own country ; he has alfo difmifled 
feveral companies of the national troops, whofe affiftance cannot be wanted fo 
long as the kingdom feall be at peace ; and in order to fecure the continuation 
of tranquillity, he has fent ambaffadors to all the neighbouring powers, either 
to renew the old treaties, or to contraft new ones. Thefe occupations have 



C C 



not prevented him from dire&ing his attention to two other objefts of impor- 
cc tance — the legiflation, and the reform of the clergy. With regard to the firft, 
" he has caufed ail the ordonnances of Charles the Seventh to be colle&ed, in 
" order to put them in force ; and as to the fecond point, he conceived, that with- % 
cc out fubjefting himfelf to cenfure for violating the decifions of the church 
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which he holds in the greatcft refpefl:, he might, as head of the ftatc, take cog. 
nifancc of whatever related to difcipline and ajannsrg. 
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" Thisis what the king has already performed ; you are now to hear what he 

CQ cxpefts from you ; and this formed the fourth motive for aifembling you. He 

* c requires that you fhould point out to him whatever abufes may have efcaped his 
cc his knowledge, and that you Ihould not conceal from him any of the evils with 
* c which the people are affiidted : do not fear that your complaints will be impor- 
" tunate, the king will pay due attention to all your remonftrances. And you, 
* c princes, who hear me, I entreat and conjure you, in the name of our -country, 

u our common mother, to lay afide all fpirit of party, and to fuffer the deputies 
cc to enjoy a full and perfeft freedom of debate. 

" The fifth motive for the convention of this affembly, was the neceffity of 
forming a council for the king, who might fecond his plans for the preservation 
of peace, for the re-eftablifhment of the police, for the adrniniftration of jus- 
tice, and for the encouragement of trade : this council ought to be compofed 
of men, whofe experience of the pad may enable them to provide for the fu« 
4L ture ; whofe difpofitions and characters are calculated to fecure to the king the 
CQ affeftionof his fubj efts, and the efteem and confidence of his neighbours 5 of 
men who have a thorough knowledge of the conftitution of the kingdom, and 

who are capable of fetting in motion all the fpringsof the body-politic, without 
embarraflment or confufion. If the king's wifhes are gratified, juftice will fit 
on the throne, and diftate laws to his people. Whoever fhall commit any of- 
fence againft juftice, will offend the king ; and whoever may wilh to prove his 
" affection for the Uing, muft begin by paying -a ftrift attention to juftice. In 

u order to remove all doubts as to his his true fentiments, the king has command* 
* c ed me to warn every perfon not to prefume to a(k him for -any thing unjuft ; for 
whoever fhall make fuch an attempt, will meet with the punifhment due to his 
temerity. Juftice, prudence, refolution, and temperance, will fupport the throne, 
and regulate all the actions of the monarch. Then may the people — refcued 
from fhipwreck, and daily repairing their loffes — exclaim, with tranfports of 
joy, O ibrice happy day) that has rejlorecl to as peace and plenty , and has given us 

a prince whofe mnduEi is influenced by wifdom, and who merits the MppeUaticn of- 
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Father of his Country \ 

4; In vain fhould we afpire to the poffefiion of thefe advantages, unlefs concord 
and union were previoufly eftablifiied among the different members of the (late; 
and this defirable objeft it is chiefly your bufinefs to accotnplifh. Recolieft 
what Ca:.far faid of our ancestors : — All the troops in the world would prove wftfffi- 
cient to Jubdhe the Gauls, were they united among ihenifeives. What caufed the 
u deftru&ion of the Roman republic ? — the rivalfhip of two of her citizens. It 
* ( would be needlefs to remind you of the calamities produced in France, under 
4C the reign of. Charles the fixth,, by the hatred of two powerful families 
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I conclude, by configning to your care the interefts of the king, the church 
* c and the people. You will obferve the folio wing order in your deliberations 
you will firft difcufs all matters which relate to the general welfare of the ftatej 
you will next examine fuch as concern only a fingle province or town 5 and^> 
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4C laftly, you will attend to the affairs of individuals. Take care not to confound 
C6 th'efe objects. The king will grant you an audience whenever you fliall apply 
cc for one j and he will refufc juftice to no man, not to the mcaneft of his fub- 
" jefts*." 

The affembly immediately adjourned till the next day, when they proceeded to 
the election of a prefident, and two fecretaries ; after which, they agreed to di- 
vide themfelves into fix parts, or nations , in order to avoid that confufion which a 
contrariety of interefts might occafion in the courfc of the debates between the 
deputies of the different provinces. — Thcfirft nation comprifed theifle of France, 
Picardy, Champagne and Brie j the Nivernois, the Macjonnois, Auxerrois, and 
the Orleanois. 

The fecond confifted of the two Bugundies, and Charolois. 
The third, of Normandy, Alencjon, and Perche. 

The fourth, of Aquitaine, Armagnac, the county of Foix, rAgenois, the 
Perigord, Querci, and Rouergue. 

The fifth, of Languedoc, Dauphine, Provence, and Rouffillon. 

And the fixth, called the Langue d'Oy/ 9 included Berri, Poitou, Anjou, Maine-,., 
Touraine, the Limoufm, Auvergne, the Bourbonnois, Fores, Beaujolois, An- 
goumois, and Saintonge. 

Each divifion had a private apartment for the difcuffion of fuch matters as they 
meant to lay before the king; after which it v/as agreed that the fix divifions 
fliould meet to report therefult of their refpeftivc labours, when the mod impor- 
tant objefts fhould be fele&ed, and formed into one cabier, or ftring of refolu* 
tions,- which were to contain the demands of the whole nation. 

It would be fuperfluous to detail all the proceedings of this affembly, to notice 
the intrigues of the princes to corrupt the deputies, the petitions of individuals for 
xedrefs of injuries fuftained during the preceding reign, or the various difputes 
■which occurred between the members themfelves. We ih all only, therefore, feleft 
fuch parts as relate to the general hiftory of the kingdom, or as tend to explain 

the maxims of government, and to illuftrate the notions of liberty, which were then * 

entertained by the French. 

The debates on the formation of a regency, and the eftablifhment of a council, : 
were long and animated. The nation of Normandy propofed to leave the king's 
perfon to the care of thofe who had hitherto difcharged that important trull with 
wifdom and with zeal; to veil the goverment of the kingdom in the hands of the 
council j to admit all the princes of the blood to a feat in the council,, according 
to their rank, and to give them the power of chufing eight or twelve of: the old 
councillprs, and to difmifs the reft ; that,, to that number fhould be added twelve,, 
fifteen, or even four-and-twenty new councillors, to be feiedted from the ftates- 
general, by the ftates themfelves, which new members fhould enjoy the fame rank . 

and prerogatives as the old ones* This propofal, which tended to throw the whole * 
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power of the goverment into the hands of the people, acquired numerous partlfans. 
Many members exclaimed — That its propriety could not be queftioned ; that the 
fupreme power was, during the king's minority, vetted in the nation, who had 
an uncloudted right toimpofeits commands on individuals; and that, confequent- 
ly, the princes of the blood fhould be compelled to fubmit to this regulation. On 
the other hand it was maintained, with equal warmth. That, in an hereditary mon* 
archy, fuch as France, the nation had no right to the fovereign authority, fo long 
as there remained any lawful heirs : that, after the king ? s death, that authority 
pafled into the hands of his fon if he were in a condition to exercife it ; and, in 
cafe of a minority, into the hands of the princes of the blood, who were his na* 
tural guardians; that they alfo had a right to form a council, and to regulate all 
the different departments of government ; and that they were under no neceftity 
of afking the people's advice, except with regad to the di/iribution and collection of 
impojis ; that, if the princes, on the prefent occafion, had deigned to confult the 
nation, and chufe her as the arbiter of their refpe&ive claims, it was a pure con- 

defcenfion on their part, which demanded a grateful return, and fhould not, on 

any account be abufed ; that, by exciting their difcontent on an article in which 
the happinefs of the people was in no wife concerned, they might perhaps be led to 
diflblve the affembly, and that then every advantage, which the people expected 
to derive from the convention of the ftates, would be irretrievably loft ; that 
prudence required the ftates fhould confine themfelves to fuch obje&s as came im- 
mediately within their province, and leave to the princes the care of fettling their 
own difputes, as they might think proper. 

The fpeech of Philip Pot, lord of Roche, reprefentative of the nobles of Bur- 
gundy, is peculiarly worthy of notice. cc If I were not well acquainted" — faid he 
" with the fentiments of the mod enlightened part of the aitembly, on the li- 
berty and authority of the ftates, I fhould not now attempt to oppofe the vain cla- 
mours of the multitude ; but after the proofs which you have already given of 
your difcernment and knowledge, I need not fear to advance what reading and 
reflection have taught me on this fundamental point of our public law. If I fuc- 
•ceed in making myfelf underftood, I dare flatter myfelf that thofewho now blame 
us for the care we take in the formation of a council, will change their opinion, 
and their language. Before I enter into an explanation of the reafons on which 
1 found the authority of the ftates, let me be allowed to put a queftion or two to 
our adverfaries : — Do they imagine that, on the death of a king, "who leaves a 
fon in his minority, the guardianfhip of the infant-monarch, and the general ad- 
miniftration of the ^kingdom, belong of right to the firft prince of the blood ? 
No, doubtlefs — they will anfwer — fortheii the life of the monarch will be expo- 
fed to evident danger ; the law, too, has provided for this cafe, by conferring 

the adminiftration on the .firft prince of the blood, and the guardianfhip on the 
next in fucceflion. Take care, I . reply, that you do not, by this arrangement* 
equally expofe the life of your fovereign ; for the two princes, between whom 

jou feem to divide -the authority, may unite and have the fame intcrefts. But of 
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what law are you fpeaking? Where does it exift?' By whom was it made ? In 
what book have you read it ? I defy you to anfwer any one of thefe queftions. 
If fuch a law did really exift, do you fuppofe the duke of Orleans would have 
con fen ted to fubmit to arbitration a queftion already decided, and to fuffer the dif- 
euffion of claims already fettled ? In vain do you cite the cafe of Charles the* 
Wife ;. that. cafe makes againft you ; for Charles did not fucceed to the regency 
till two years after the throne had been vacated, and till that dignity had been con- 
ferred on him by the ftates. 

" Inowaddrefs myfelf to thofe who pretend, that, during a minority, the 
guardiahfliip and adminiftration devolve on all the princes of the blood indiscrimi- 
nately ; and let me aik them, if they mean to comprife in the number, fuch as are 
defcended from our fovereigns, on the mother's fide, for, in that cafe, they will- 
have a long lift of guardians and adminiftrators, among whom it will be difficult 
to eftablifli union and concord. But I will fuppofe that they confine themfelves 
merely to the male line r if thofe princes have any difpute among themfelves about 
the government, who is to decide between them ? Is it not plain, that they will 
immediately have recourfe to arms, and involve the nation in all the horrors of 
civil war ?. Is it not evident, alfo, that, in this cafe, the fupreme authority will 
often become the reward of a madman, and a difiurber of the public repofe, who^ 
in a. well-regulated government, \^oyld incur the fevereft punifliment ? What 
then — will it be afeed- — muft the kingdom during a minority, remain in a ftate of 
anarchy ?. Nc> certainly, for the authority then devolves on the flatcs-general.,. 

who will not, themfelves, take charge of the government, but who will entruft it 
to fuch perfons. as. they {hall deem, mcft capable of difcharging its duties with zeal, 
and ability- Now, hear what books, and converfation with men of wifdom and 
experience^ have taught me on this important matter. 

" When men fir ft Began to form focieties,. they chofe for their matters fuch. 



of their equals as they believed to be poffefifed. of the greateft knowledge audi 
integrity ;. in ftiort, fuch. as by their perfonal qualities were beft calculated! 

to procure the greateft advantage- to the infant fociety. Thofe who, after 

their election to this, important office, only thought of enriching themfelves at 
the expense of their fubje&s, were not confidered as true paftors, but as> 
ravenous- wolves ; and. thofe,, who, without waiting for an ele&ion, feifed upon 
the fov.ereign authority y were not regarded as kings- but as. tyrants. It is o£ 
the utmoft confequence to the people, to know the difpofition of the man who 
is. defiined to govern them, for on that alone depends the happinefs or mifery 

of the whole community^ Now to- apply thefe general principles t If any 

difpute. arifc with regard to the fucceffion to the throne,, or to the regenev,, 
who k to decide it, unlefs that fame, people- who firft elected their kings, wfcu> 
conferred on them all the authority they enjoy,, and in whom the fovereiga 
power ultimately refides ?. For a ftate or any government whatever is the res 
fublka^. and the res publico, is the res papuli? by the people* I would be underfloodi 

q mean the. collective, body, or totality of the citizens, and in this totality the: 
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princes of the blood themfelves are neceffarily included, as chiefs of the order" 
of nobility : can you, then, who, are the reprefentatives of the people, and 
obliged by oath' to defend their rights, ftill entertain a doubt that it is your pro- 
vince to fettle the adminiftration and the form of the council ? Who is to pre- 
vent you ? Has not the chancellor declared, that the king and the princes expect 
you will do this ? I am told, that immediately after the death of the late king* 
the government was fettled, and a council chofen, and that thus* our cares on. 
this head became fuperfluous. To this 1 reply, that as the ftate could not re- 
main without governors, it was necellary to appoint,, without delay, feme perfon:* 
who might watch over the public intereft ; but that fuch appointments, as well 
as all other regulations which have been adopted fines the; king's death, are 

merely proviftonal, and cannot fubfifi without your confirmation,- Thefe af« 

femblies of the dates, and the power which I afcribe to them, are no novelties* 
as all who have read hiftory mutt know. When, on the death of Philip the 
Fair, a difpute arofe between Philip of Vaiois and Edward, king of England 
with regard to the fuceeffion, the two competitors fubmitted their claims, as 
they were bound to do, to the decifion of the ftates, who pronounced in favour 
of Philip. If, then, on that occafion, the ftates could lawfully difpofe of the 
crown idelf, how can their right to appoint a regency bs called in queftion? 
During the reign of king John, when that courageous-, but imprudent prince, 
was taken prifoner, and conveyed to London; the ftates did not intruft the ad- 
miniftration to his fon, although he had then completed his twentieth year ; it 
was not till two years after, that the fame ftates, affembled a fecond time, in-- 
veiled him with the dignity and authority of regent ; and finally, when Charles 
the Sixth acceded to the throne, at the age of twelve only, the ftates general 
again appointed a . regency 3 and fettled the government. This is a fact that 
cannot be difputed. After fuch pofitive authorities, will you ftill doubt the 
validity of your rights? ..And fince, by the form of your oath, you are bound 
to do and advife what, according to God and your conferences, you {hall deem 
moll ufeful to the ftate, can you neglcft the fundamental point of all your 
proceedings ? For if the promifes which you mean to exaft from- the princes 
fhould be broken, to whom are you to apply for redrefs ? Omit the- article 
of the council, and all your fubfequent labours will be fuperfluous: — In.fhort 
I have proved to you that you have an undoubted right to fettle the adminiftration^ 
and to regulate the form- of government y 1 have quoted a great .number of ex- 
amples todemonftrate this truth; the king commands you to exercife your rights 
the princes confent to it, and your country exhorts you by the mouth of her firit 
magiftrater If reafons thus ftrong can make no impreflion on your minds, • any 
calamities Which the ftate may experience hereafter muft be afcribed foleiy to- 
your bafenefs. And you, who ftill cherilh the name and preferve the refolutiois 
of Frenchmen, do not give the nation caufe for accufmg you of having betray- 

*&• htr. confidence,, nor. let polterity have xeafon to reproach yon with no£ 
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having tranfmitted the precious charge of public liberty in the fame flate in which 

you- received it from your anceftors." 

This fpeech was differently received by different parties; by fome the orator 
was warmly commended for his patriotic zeal; while by others he was loudly 
cenfured for his audacity and factious difpofition : and many long debates and 
much altercation occurred before the quellion of the council could be finally 
decided. At length, on the twelfth of February, the affcmbly came to the 
following refolutions: 

" The king having entered into his fourteenth year, and difplayed a degree 

of wifdoni, prudence and difcretion fuperior to his age, fBall himfelf publifh all 

lett res-patent, regulations and ordonnances, after they have been difcuffed by 

the council. The ftates befeech the king to prefide at the council, in perfon, 

as often as he can, in order to acquire an early knowledge of bufmefs, and to 
verfe himfelf in the arts of government. 

" In the king's abfence, the duke of Orleans, as firft prince of the blood, 
fhall prefide at the council, where every meafure (hall be decided by a plurality 
of fuffrages. 

" After the duke of Orleans, and in his abfence, the duke of Bourbon, 
conflable of France, fhall prefide. 

" The lord of Beaujeu, who hed already rendered fuch important fervices to the 
flate, fhall have the third place, and fhall prefide in the abfence of the dukes of 
Orleans and Bourbon." 

It was farther refolved, that twelve new counfellors fhould be chofen by the 
king and the princes, from among the members of the dates, two from each 
of the fix nations. The fear of offending the duke of Orleans prevented the 
dates from making any mention of Madame in thefe refolutions ; but fhe had 
no reafon .to complain, for the refolutions were fo contrived as to leave her in 
poffefiion of all her authority. If fhe fhould find her meafures thwarted in the 
council, by the prcfence of the duke of Orleans, fhe could eafily remedy that 
inconvenience by fending the king — of whofe perfon fhe had the folc difpofal 
— to prefide. The conflable, from his age and infirmities, would feldom be 
prefent, 10 that ;the lord of Beaujeu would moflly be prefident of the council* 
The king went to the affcmbly, where the refolutions were read to him ; the 
.deputies then bent one knee to the ground, and in that pofture waited his deter- 
mination. After conferring for fome minutes with his chancellor, he confirmed 

them all without any reftri&ion. 

The next objeft of importance which engaged the attention of the affcmbly was 
the flate of the revenue; and the deputies feemed unanimous in their opinion that a 
general abolition of impofts ought to take place. This, they conceived, the king 
might be enabled to allow ; firft, by reuniting to fhe crown all kind of poffeiiion^ 
which, at any time, had been alienated from it, on whatever pretext:: on this 

fubjeft they maintained, that the domain, being the true patrimony of the .crown, 
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ought to be appropriated folely to the purpofe of defraying the expences of 

the ftate, and that a king could not, without manifeft injuftice, alienate any part 
of it : fecondly, by fupprefling all ufelefs offices, and by reducing the wages of 
fuch placemen as it fhould: he found neceffary to retain: thirdly, by retrenching, 
or, at lcaft, diminishing penfions and fourthly, by reducing the number of 
national troops... Having difcuffed this matter, they came to the following re- 
folution : 

"That all taxes, and other arbitraty exa&ions, ought to be abolifhed and 
that, in future, agreeably to the national francbife of France, no tax or impoft 
whatever, fhould be levied, within die kingdom, without the free confent of the 
ftatcs-gcneral." 

But this refolution, as well as the article which related to the redu&ion of, 
the national troops, experienced a violent oppofition from the king, and the 
princes of the blood ; nor,, indeed, could the aflembly themfelves agree as to- 
the molt effential points, from the difficulty which they found in reducing their 
theory to pra&ice. In. order to obtain a juft criterion of. judgment, they had: 
applied to the king for a full and regular account of the different branches of 
the revenue, and of the different articles of. expenditure, that, by a comparifom 
of the receipts with the expences, they might be able to decide how far their* 
projects of economy were feafible and advifeable. This ftatement had accordingly 

been delivered, to them by the officers of the revenue;., but, on perilling it, it- 
appeared to be drawn up for the mere purpofe. of deceiving the. deputies.. The? 
revenue of Normandy was ftated to amount to no more than twenty-two thou-- 
fand livres,. and the whole revenue of the crown was only eftimated at feven .hun— 

hundred and fifty-five thoufand, in fhort, the receipts were every where diminifhed,, 
and the. expences magnified. The account was divided , into fix parts ; • 1. The 

expences of the king's wardrobe, of his table, and that of his guefts.- 2* . The . 
wages of the officers of his houfhold ; of the hundred gentleman of his guard;.; 
of the two hundred archers a la grande paye,.and of the two hundred a la 'petite ; 
private pleafures and.embaffies, . 3. The pay of the troops, to the. number of two- 
thoufand five hundred lances, and of feven or eight thoufand infantry ; the ar- 
tillery, . the fortifications, and the expences of the royal.camp, or Gamp of -Peace,! 
eftablifhed by Lewis the Eleventh. 4. The falaries of the judges of the parlia- 
ments of Paris, Bourdeaux, Touloufe, Burgundy, and Grenoble;-- the ..- chamber 
of accounts, the chancery* the grand council, , and the officers of the finance.- 
And laflly, the lift of penfions, in which only the. names of : the penfioners were.: 
mentioned, who amounted to nine hundred.*.. 

This falfe account deranged all the combinations^ of the aflembly-, who, .after 
much , altercation and debate, . were, at length, induced to give up their original - 
plan, which they found to be impracticable .in its-full extent, and to make another, 
propofal to the king. They choft' John de Maffelin for their * fpeaker, who, at a£ 

general, aflembly, at which the* chancellor and all the princes of the blood wer& 
prefent, pronounced the following harangue .1 . 
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cc We have examined the accounts which were delivered to us by the officers of 
the revenue, but, at firft fight, we found them fo full of fuch grofs untruths, 
and fuch palpable falfehoods, that we could fcarcely believe our eyes : we muft 
obferve, that we did not expeft to be treated- with fuch contempt; and fmce it 
had been rcibived te deceive us, a more fkilful mode of accomplifliing the refo- 
lution ought, at leaft, to have been adopted. I fhall not attempt to point out 
every falfehood; a whole day would be infufficient for the purpofe: I (hall, 

therefore, confine myfeif to one or two articles. The revenue of Normandy, for 
which province I am member, is, in that account, only eftimated at two-and- 
twenty thoufand Hvres, whereas there are people in this aiTcmbly who offer forty 
thoufand for it, and will give good fecurity for the performance of their engage- 
ment. The revenue of the two Burgundies, which are known to amount to 
eighty thoufand livres, are only efiimated at eighteen thoufand ; and the fame 
falfhoods are obfervahle with regard to ail the other provinces. The deputies for 
the various provinces are all prefent, and ready to atteft the truth of my af- 
fertionp. But if they have been actuated by a fpirt of diminution in their calcu- 
lation of the receipts, they have, in revenge, wonderfully fwelied out the ex- 
pences. The fir ft article, which includes the expences of the king's wardrobe 
and table, amounts to an incredible fum ; God forbid we fhouid fet ourfelves 
up for cenfors of our matter, and pretend to throw any reftraint on his inclina- 
tions! — no; — we. fha'l only prefume to requeft that he will regulate his houfhold 
by the example of Charles the Seventh, cf glorious memory. That monarch 
whofe life had been a life of labour, and whofe brows were (Haded with laurels, 
kept, in his old age, a table much iefs expenlive than that of a modern prince 
in his infancy ; for although, magnificence — as we have been told — be the ap- 
panage of royalty, and every man ought to live according to his rank, yet, it 
muft be acknowledged, that every thing has its bounds, and that the mailer of 
the world might ruin himfelf by fuperfluous pomp and unbridled luxury. Thj 
remarks me have made on the king's table and wardrobe, apply equally to his 
guard, which is three times more numerous than \va*S that of Charles the Seventh. 
They apply aTo to the officers of his houfhold, and of the finances, whofe num- 
..ber is not only doubled, fmce that period, but their wages likewifc. Nor can 
one office, however lucrative, fatisfy the perfon who obtains it ; the fame pcrfon 
frequently enjoys four or five, each of which would be fufHcient to conftitute 
the happinefs of a worthier man, who, defpairing to procure a place, applies 
for a penfion, and becomes a burden to the ftate. In fhort, the multiplication 
of officers of every kind, and the increafe of their wages, are now carried to an 
intolerable excels ; the deputies for Burgundy have furniihed us with a ft r iking 
> example of the prevalence of this evil. In the time, of duke Philip the Good, 
the revenue of the duchy and county of Burgundy was collected by one treasurer, 
who had a fatary of fix hundred livres ; this treafurer had a clerk, whofe wages 
were two hundred i.vres, and no other expence whatever was incurred by the 
collection of the reve nue, Kow there is a treafurer with a falary of two thoufand 
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vAne hundred livrcs ;■ a receiver-general, with the fame falary; a private receiver 
;it twelve hundred livres; and a comptroller at fix hundred ; fo that a confiderahle 
part of the revenue of the province is totally loft to the ftate. 

"Now for the troops ; in the lift which has been prefented to us, the expences 
have been made cut for the fupport of two thoufand five hundred lances, and 

fix or feven thoufand infantry, with the addition of a royal camp. On this fub- 
jeft the date's have ordered me to make the following reprefentations. If France 
had no mercenary troops, (he never cguM be confidered in the light cf a king- 
dom deftitute of the means of defence, fince fhe poffeffes a brave and warlike 
nobility, obliged by their inftitution, and by the nature of their poffeffions, to 
fly to the defence of their country ; flie has feverai princes of the blood, men 
of wifdom and experience, who are the natural chiefs of the nobility; and laftly, 
/he can boaft of a numerous and martial people, who make it their pleafure, and 
think it their duty, to flied their blood for their king. For feverai centuries {he 
required no other defenders ; and fo far from finding herfelf expofed to the infults 
of her neighbours, fhe gave the law to all the nations of Europe. Thefe armies 
of mercenaries, whofe utility is now fo much dwelt upon, owe their firft in- 
ftitution to fufpicious tyrants, who thought they had no other means to defend 
themfelves from public vengeance, and who often received their punifhment from 
the very men to whom they had entrufted ,the defence of their perfons. Let 
us, then, no longer be told—that they are the arms of the body politic, and that 
on them the fafety of the ftate depends ! — It depends on the love which the fub- 
je&s bear their lbvereign. A ftate is happy and tranquil, when all orders of 
men unite in their wifhes for the prefervation of their chief. How glorious it 
is for a king to live among his fubjecls, as a father in the midft of his children, 
and only to be indebted for the fincere homage which they are eager to render 
iiim, to his own virtues and their affection ! But any attempt wholly to eradicate 
.fuch an inveterate evil would be vain. Since it appears evident that they are 
refolved not to abolifli the wretched cuftom of keeping and paying a voracious in- 
Arurnent of murder, we require, at leaft, that the example of Charles the 
Seventh, may, in this inftance, be followed ; — that is to fay, that only twelve 

"hundred lances may be kept in pay, and that the grcateft attention be paid in 
making them obferve the ftri&eft difcipline. 

" As to the royal camp, eftablifhed by Lewis the Eleventh, we confider it as a 

Superfluous expence, which ought to be immediately abolifhed. Our opinion is 
the fame with regard to feverai gamfons mentioned in the paper that -has been de- 
livered to us : we cannot, for inftance, conceive the neceffity of keeping a garrifon 
of four hundred lances at Arras, fince that town is defended by the garrifons of 
the neighbouring places ; if, through excefs of precaution, it were deemed ne- 
*ce(Tary to ftation feme troops there, we* are thoroughly perfuaded that fifty lances, 

-and a company of infantry, would form a fufficient garrifon. The fame obferva- 

jion applies to Peronne, and feverai other places too numerous to mention* But 
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we were particularly aftonifhed at finding a captain and a garrifon fet down for 
places (ituated in the center of the kingdom. Who could have expe&ed'to find a 
falary of twelve hundred livres, inferibed on the lift for the captain of the Baftile, 
and as much for the captain of the tower of Bourges ; as if thofe fortrefies were 
cxpofed to any danger, or as if there were even reafon to apprehend that the 
Englilh could approach fufficiently near to them to defcry, from fome lofty moun- 
tain, the fummit of the towers ! I fliall conclude this article by a fatt, which tho* 
it be of little importance in itfelf, proves to what depradations the public treafury 
is at this time expofed. Twelve hundred livres are fet down as the expenec of 
preparing this room, when every perfon prefent mufl know that it could not 
poffibly exceed three* If, in an object thus trifling and expofed to public fight, 
they have not fcrupled to be guilty of fuch a grofs impofition, what mufl be the 
impofition on obje&s of greater magnitude, and with regard to which it is often 
impoffible to procure any information? I know it has been faid, in order to 
juftify the perfons who made out the accounts, that their only objeft was to 
amufe and miflead us ; if that be their excufe, let me afk them, how they dare 
to infult the reprefentatives of the nation ? I lhali take no notice of extraordinary 
expences, but proceed to the penfions. We have only received the names of the 
peafioners, without the amount of the refpe&ive penfions : but even were each 
■perifion moderate, the lift is fo long, that they are fufficient to drain the public 
treafury. We are of opinion that none have claims of this kind on the fiate* 
except fuch as have rendered fignal fervice to their country ; and that more than 
half of the names fhouldbe ftriken off the lift; we had even fome thoughts of en- 
treating the king to fupprefs all penfions for a time. 

" Such, illufhious princes, are the refle&ions which the ftates have made on the 
accounts which have been prefented to them ; you will doubtlefs enquire what 
fubfidies they have voted, and what is the final refult of their deliberations ? I 
will fatisfy you in a few words. Although the total abolition of taxes, and other 
arbitrary exactions, appeared to us to be the only means of relieving the diftreffes. 
of the people ; although we are ftill perfuaded that fuch an abolition is not only 
pofilble, but won d be even advantageous to the king; yet, difcouraged by the 
numerous obflacles which have been oppofed to the accomplifhment of fuch a 
laudable plan, confidering how dangerous it would be to draw any conclufions 
from a falfe account, and defpairing to triumph over the malice of thofe who are 
iuterefted in the perpetuation of abufes, we have had recourfe to an expedient^ 
which, although it be onerous to the people, removes all difficulties, and will 
prove to the king the fincerity of that affe&ion which his faithful fubje&s bear 
him — We offer then to pay to (he crown, by way of gift or grant, the fame fum which 
the kingdom paid to Charles the Seventh, of glorious memory, but on condition, that 
this co ntribution jhall be limited to two years, at the expiration of which, the fates pall 
be again affembled; and we require that the time and place for the future ajfembly Jhall' 
be immediately fixed by an irrevocable declaration* — If ail fuperfluous expences be re- 
trenched , we are thoroughly convinced, that this fum. of twelve hundred thoufancE 
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livres, joined to the produce of the domain, the aids and Gabelles, will move 
than fufiiee for 'the discharge of ail neceffary expeaces, and that a very eoufider- 
able portion of it may be fet apart for unforefcen contingencies. The reafons on 
which we formed this opinion are thefe: the revenue of Charles th* Seventh was 
greatly inferior to that of the prefent monarch,. fi nee he was not in poffeffion of 
Anjou, Maine, the two Burgundies, Artois, a great part of Picardy, Bauphine, 
the county of Provence, nor RouiTillon.. Charles the Seventh had greater expell- 
ees to defray than our king has, fince he had ions and daughters, and, more- 



over, paid penfions to Rene of Anjou, and ihe count ot Maine; yet notwith 
ftanding thefe additional expences, he, with fuch an inferior revenue, had the 
moft brilliant court in Europe. Ke was a generous and munificent prince ; Ivi 
recovered, by force of arms, the two mo ft important provinces in the kingdom,, 
Normandy and Guienne; and, at his death, he left immenfe treafures. We there- 
fore conjure the king and the princes, not to afk for any greater fum than that 
which we now offer/ 5 

This determination of the ftates occafioned violent altercations between the 
princes of the blood and the members of the council ; as the acceptance of the 
offer which had been made by the reprefentatives of the people muft neceffarily 
have occafioned a confiderable diminution of penfions, falaries, and places. The 
princes, and people in power, did not choofe that thefe retrenchments fhould fall 
upon them, nor upon the perfons who were attached to their party ; and it feemed 
impoffible to engage the ftates to change their laft resolution. The chancellor, 
however, who was harafled by the murmurs and difcontents of either party, 
rcfolved once more, to try his influence with the ftates ; he accordingly re- 
paired to the affembly, accompanied by the princes, and addrelfed them in the 
following words: 

You have made fome ufeful remonftrances to the king, who will pay them 
all the attention which faithful fubje&s deferve, for you cannot doubt but that he 
deems it more glorious to be king of the Franks than to be king of the flaves; but, 
at the fame time, it behoves you not to forget what was faid to an ancient people, 
In aiming at the acqufition of too much liberty, you run the rifk of falling into 
the oppofite extreme : it is no proof of wifdom, to throw yourfelf on the dis- 
cretion of your enemies, nor can it be fafe to fleep in the midft of ferpents. I 
will fuppofc for a moment, that the kingdom has nothing to apprehend from 
foreigners; but then has it nothing to dread from the inordinate paffions of fome 
of its own members ? Who will be able to check the turbulence of ambitious 
minds, if you take the troops from the king ? Who will enfure you the execution 
of the laws ? Who will defend the widow and the orphan from violence and op- 
preffion ? You have paid a juft tribute of applaufe to Charles the Seventh, who 
firft eftablifhed regular companies ; with what propriety then can you cenfure the 
king for wifhing to keep them ? If it were ever your intention to do good to your 

country, this is certainly the time to fhew it. 
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"You have entreated the king to be contented with the fame Aims which Charles* 
the Seventh levied on his fubjetts; but you have not paid attention to the differ- 
ence of the times and of the circumftances. Charles the Seventh was a prince 
who had learned v ifdom in the fchool of adverfity ; he was, moreover, vigilant, 
intrepid, and active: whereas your fovereign is almoft an infant, and finds himfelf 
expoied to the fnares of all who fhall feck to profit by the weaknefs of his youth 
to ihake off the yoke of dependence ; he is, of courfe, in greater want of troops, 
from his inability to take upon himfelf all the cares of government, he Hands in 

need of intelligent minifters and a numerous council; he cannot, therefore, avoid 
granting peniions : befides, fmce the change that has taken place in the value of 
money, the Aim you offer is not equivalent to that which Charles the Seventh ex- 
a&ed from his fubjetts.. Weigh all thefe reafons, and attend to my propofah 
You require that the long (hould relieve the people; he will do more, for to re- 
lieve is only to lighten a burden, in a fmall degree, and you cannot be faid to 
lighten a burden merely when you take off two thirds of it : the king, then,, 
is willing, to remit three deniers out of five, and this is a greater favour than 
you could prefume to .hope for. Laff year the taxes amounted to three millions 

four hundred thoufand livres. Onerous as that import was, had not the king a. 

right to continue it, fince he found it eftabliftied?' Certainly he had, but it is not 
his intention to exert that right. He means that the fifteen hundred thoufand 
livres, to which he is pleafed to confine himfelf, fhall be levied in equal propor- 
tions, on all the provinces which, in the time of Charles the Seventh, compofed. 
the monarchy : and he referves to himfelf the power of making a particular ar- 
rangement for fuch as have been annexed to the. crown fince that period. You: 
may now retire, not to deliberate, for you have heard the king's will, but to pre- 
pare yourfelves for expreffing your gratitude in a becoming manner/* 

This fpeechj far from exciting applaufe, was followed by a deadfilence — in a. 
few minutes fome confufed murmurs were heard, and then a general expreffion of 
difcontent burft forth from every quarter. The members maintaned that the chan- 
cellor had attacked the liberty of the nation, and the facred rights of property,, 
for, faid they, if the king can, of his own will, and without the concent of the 
ftates, exa£t an additional contribution of three hundred thoufand livers, he may,, 
by the fame rule^double or triple the taxes, and then all our pretentios fall to the * 
ground. The prefident, after confering with fome of the members, who flood 
near him, alked permiflion for the ftates to delibetate in private; the princes accor- 
dingly withdrew, and the next day was appointed by the chancellor for receiving 
the final decifion of the affembly. 

The ftates feemed ftrongly difpofed to refent the cenduft of the chancellor, and to 
aflert their own rights, by the immediate adoption of fome violent meafures, but 
the princes of the blood, by the alternate employment of promifes and threats, at 
length induced them to yield, andtopafs the following resolutions : 

C4 In order to defray the experices of government, and to enfure peace to the king- 

sJom, the members of the three eftates.grant the king, their fovereign lord, by wcif 
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of gift and grant, and not otherwfe, the fame fum* — which can, at no future 'period 
be called a tax^ but a gift and grant — that during the reign of Charles the Seventh, 
was leived on the kingdom, and this, for two years only and no longer, on condi- 
tion, two, that the faid fum (hall be equally divided among ail the provinces of 
which the monarchy is aclually compofed/ 

"Befides this fir ft annual fum, the flutes, who 3.re anxious to promote the welfare, 
honour, and profperity of the king and his kingdom, and who wilh to obey and 
to pleafe him, grant him the net fum of three hundred thouiand livers, as a free 
gift, on account of his joyous acceflion to the throne, and in order to defray the 
expence of his coronation, and his public entry into paris* 

" The flates beieech and requeft the king to convene and affemblethe ftates at 
the expiration of two years, and to immediately point out and declare the time and 
place at which fuch affembly fhall be holden: for it is their intention that, hereaf- 
ter, no fum of money whatever (hall be levied on the people, without convening, 
the ftates > and obtaining their confent, agreeably to the privileges and liberties of this- 
kingdom. 

" If the future affembly (hall be of opinion, that the affairs of t he kingdom ad- 
mit of a diminution, or require an augmentation, the faid ftates will ever be ready, 
like mod humble and moft obedient fubjedls, to make provifion accordingly, chear- 
fully, and courageoufly, without fparing any thing, fo that the king, our fovereiga 
lord, fhall have reafon to be contented with his good and loyal people,, and to hold, 
them in great and perpetual eftcein". 

As foon as thefc refolutions were adopted, intelligence of the fame was fent 
to the lord of Beaujeu, who promifed that the king ihould come to the affembly 
the next day ; but the bad weather prevented the young monarch from attend- 
ing, though the chancellor and the princes were punctual to their time. This dis- 
appointment fomewhat difconcerted the fpeaker, Maffeiin, who thus addreffed 
them : 

ci We had encouraged the hope that the king would honour this affembly with, 
his prefence; but, fince he is here reprefented by the- princes of the blood, I fliall 

ftill addrefs myfelf to him Auguft prince, under what happier aufpices could 

you, poffibly, have begun your reign? Your firft fteps have been guided by 
wifdom and juftice. You affembled the ftates of your kingdom, and ordered 
them to point out to you all the abufes which had crept into the adminiftra- 
tion ; we have obeyed thoie orders. Not content with ditto vering the difeafe* 
we have, at the fame- time indicated the means of removing it : it remains with 
you to complete the cure, and your glory is interefted in the event. The nation 
would be difhonoured in the eyes of foreign powers, if, after having undertaken, 
to reform every branch of the adminiftration, our labours fhouid be productive 

«5f In the reign of Charles the Seventh, in 1453, the mark of fdver was worth eight Hvres, ten_ 
fols ; comparing it, therefore, with the modern price of 'fifty iivres, we fhall find that the livre of 
thole times, bore to the livre of the prefent day the proportion of feventcen to a hundred ; thus, 
the twelve hundred thoufand livres, granted by the ftates, were equivalent to (even miliioasj. fifty- 
sight thoufaiid, eight hivvidred and twenty : five livres, ten fols, feven dealers. ■ 
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of no folia advantage, no real good to our country.. Continue, auguft prince, 
to regulate your conduit by wholefome advice, but beware of the arts of thole 
perfidious councillors by whom the princes of your blood are furrounded ; they 
will tell you that a lung is omnipotent ; that he is never miftaken ; that his will 
■is law; — thefe are monftcrs, objefts of public execration; exterminate them with- 
out delay, or they will not only corrupt your heart, but will infed your court, and 
the whole body of the nntion. 

cc After difmiillng fuch evil councillors, a king who wifhed to govern with equi- 
ty, would immediately choofe others whofe integrity would juftify the confidence 
he repofed in them. He would honour the church, becaufe a contempt of reli- 
gion occasions a depravation of manners, and prepares the downfall of a (late ; 
he would Hflcn with refped to the minifters of the gofpel ; he would imprefs on 
-his mind an exafl: image of virtue, in order that his thoughts, words, and attions, 
might correfpond to it ; he would teach his fubje£ts, by his own example, to re- 
ipecithe laws; he would cherifh the nobility, and confider them as the arm of 
•the (late, and thefupport of the throne ; in fhort, he would Jive as a father in the 
midft of his children, and would frequently afk, with a tender emotion, Hew 
fares it with my people ? 

cc If he found that his people were burthened with taxes, or that the fum they 
paid, though moderate, was more than requifite to fupply the wants of the ft ate, 
he ought immediately to put a flop to the exaction ; this is a duy and not a fa- 
vour ; unlefs words are grofsly abufed, and the aftion of a flrong man who for- 
bears to infult a weak man whom he meets on his road, is alfo dignified with the 
appellation of a favour. The people in a monarchy poffefs rights, and have a real 
property, fince they are free and not flaves, and fmce the monarchical government, 
according lo the opinion of the ancient philofophers, is the mildeft of all govern- 
ments, and that which is the moft compatible with liberty, An abitfe^ however 
fanflioned by prefcription^ can never be pleaded in bar of a natural right ; and who- 
ever affirms that a king who, on his acceffion to the throne, finds his people over- 
burdened with taxes, is not bound to relieve them, advances afalfe and injurious 

principle. 

" It has given us the greateft concern to find, that there are men bafe enough 
to accufe us of a wifh to. deprive the king of his lawful prerogatives ; fuch an 
atrocious imputation can only reflect dilhonour on its author. Convinced that the 
welfare and advantage of the people, and the welfare and advantage of the king, 
were one and the fame, we thought that, by feeking to relieve the people, we 
were ferving the king, and fulfilling the duty of faithful fubje&s. In blaming 
the diforders which prevailed in the old government, we only obeyed the king's 
commands, as he enjoined us, by the mouth of his chancellor, to expofe to him, 
without difguife, all the abufes which disfigured the ftate. If we have exprefifed 
ourfelves with energy, and with a kind of afperity, the fubjeft required it, and 
we do not repent it. x . ' ■ 
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<c It has been objefted to us, that while we have, on all occafions, commend- 
ed the officers of Charles the Seventh, we have obferved an oftenfive filence with- 
regard to thofe of Lewis the Eleventh ; but we hope our conduct, in this refpeft, 
has not offended any one, for by praifing Peter we do not fatirife PauL If among 
the officers of Lewis there be — as we doubt not there are — fome men of integrity 
and honour, let them be rewarded and exalted; we willingly confent to it. But 
as we know there alfo many of a contrary defcription, we beg and requi. e that, 
all fuch may be immediately oifmifled, and kept at a diftance from the king's 
perfon. 

" I now come to the principal objeft of this feflion. My lord, the chancellor, 
having explained to us the wants of the ftate, demanded that an annual impoft of : 
fifteen hundred thoufand livres ihould be levied on the kingdom. We could 
wifh, molt high and potent princes, that the French people were in a fituation to 
liften only to the dictates of their generality, and of their love for their fovereign j 
but you all know to what a ftate of wretchedn- fs and humiliation they are reduced., 
and of what importance it is to afford them the means of extricating themfelves 
from their difficulties. Anxious, therefore, to pieafe the king, without complet- 
ing the mifery of the people, we have adopted the refolutions which- will now be 
read to you." 

After fettling the diftribution of the taxes on the different provinces, and ar- 
ranging fome other matters of lefs importance, the ftates were dilTolved on the 
fourteenth of March, It appears from their proceedings, that the French, at this- 
period, entertained fome jult and rational ideas of civil liberty, and that though 
they had tamely acquiefced in the tyrannical meafures of Lewis, the Eleventh,, 
they did not chule that his conduft fhould be received as a precedent : indeed 
they feem rather to have wanted an opportunity than a fpirit for aiferting and 
maintaining their rights, in oppofition to the unconftitutional encroachments o£ 
their fovereigns ; and had the ftates-general but procured the privilege of afiem- 
bling at fixed and dated periods, defpotifm could never have reached to that 
alarmi ^g heighth, to which it attained under the fucceeding monarchs of the: 
Capetian Race. 

The princes of the blood, who had infilled, with fuch warmth, on the conven- 
tion of the ftates, derived from it none of thofe advantages which they had ex- 
pected to obtain. — Madame triumphed ; but far from infuiting her rivals in their' 
difgrace, (he fpared no pains to confole them for their difappointment. To the: 
duke of Orleans fhe gave the command of a company of one hundred lances,, 
with a confiderable penfion ; and the counts of Angoulerne and Bunois had a!fo- 
each of them a company, with a penfion of fixteen thoufand livres. It is proba- 
ble that the princes, convinced that the majority of the nation were hoftile to* 
their pretenfions, would not have attempted to difturb the peace of the kingdom,, 
had not the troubles which prevailed in Brittany, and the dangeruos intrigues of 
a man who, from the mod abjett fituation, had been raifed to the higheft rank?, 
revived their ambition, and betrayed them, by degrees, into an open revolt, Ar> 
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the finl fparks of that general conflagration, which fpread over France, England, 
Spain,, and the Netherlands, were kindled in Brittany, it will be neceffary to ex- 
plain the situation of that court, at the prefent period, and to point out the mo- 
tives which induced the dear ell friends and relations to take up arms againft each 
other. j 

Francis the Second, who then reigned over the duchy of Brittany, had been 
twice married ; by his fir ft wife, Margaret of Brittany, he had no children j and 
by his fecond, Margaret of Foix, only two daughters, Anne and Ifabeila. His 
violent attachment to his imperious miftrefs, Antoniette de Magnelais, widow to 
the lord of Villequier, who had acquired an unlimitted authority over him, had 
long prevented him from contracting a fecond marriage, fo that he was far advan- 
ced in life, when his two daughters were ftill in their infancy, and there were little 
hopes of his living to fee them married. This profpeft equally encouraged all 
who had any claims to the duchy to advance them ; and fuch as afpired to the pof- 
feffion of thefe rich heirefles, to make their proposals. 

The difpute which had arifen, during the reign of Philip of Valois, between 
the rival houfes of Bloisand Montfort, had never been completely fettled. Philip 
had decided in favour of Charles of Blois ; but the afliftance of the Englifh, and 
the fortune of war, had fecured the poffeflion of the duchy of Brittany to the 
count of Montfort* After the 'battle of Aurai, in which the former loll his life, 
a convention was figned by the belligerent powers, by which the duchy of Brit- 
feny was fecured to the houfe of Montfort, and the county of Ponthievre, with 
feveral other confiderable polfeifions, were ceded to the family of Blois. The 
latter, in confequence of a confpiracy againft the duke of Brittany, were declared 
guilty of high treafon, .and defpoiled of all their territories ; but, through the 
mediation of Arthur of Brittany, conftable of France, another convention took 
•place between thefe rival houfes, by which duke Francis the Firft engaged to re- 
ftore. to the Penthievres the county whence they took their title, and all the other 
-eftates which they had formerly enjoyed; and he farther declared, in letters-pa- 
tent, duly f;gned and fealed, that, notwithftanding the formal renunciation of 
their claims to the duchy of Brittany, it was his will, that in cafe he, his two 
brothers, his uncle Arthur, and his coufm Francis, {hould die without male 
heirs, John .and William de Ponthievre, their niece Nicole, wife to the lord of 
BrofTes, or their children, fhouid fucceed to the duchy, to the exclufion of the 
females of the branch of Montfort. But the Breton, hiftorians affirm- — and the 
affirmation appears to be well founded — that thefe letters-patent were granted 
merely for the purpofe of deception, in order to fave the honour of the count of 
Ponthievre, who was afraid that he {hould be reproached by the court of France, 
with having too haftily facriheed his pretenfions ; and that when the duke granted 
them, he ha I exacted a counter- letter, by which the count declared, that, after 
•he had fhewn them to the king, and to his friends and relations, he would fend 
them back to Francis, and never make any ufe of them. Be that as it may, they 
had fallen, by fome means or other, into the hands of Tanncguy du Chatel 5 who 
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was induced, by die love he bore his country, to keep them fecret* ; his widow^ 
(however, lefs delicate, delivered them to Lewis the Eleventh, who, feeing the 

male line of the houfe of Montfort on the point of failure, fince Frances the Se- 
cond had no Ton, purchafedof Nicole de Ponthievre, and her hufband, John of 

Broffes, the fole remaining heirs of the houfe of Blois, all their rights to the du- 
chy of Brittany. Though the validity of thofe rights was expofed to fuchftrong 
•doubts, Lewis intended to fupport them by a formidable army ; but dying before 
the duke of Brittany, he transmitted them to his fon. 

Next to Charles the Eighth another claimant appeared on the lift, whofe pre- 
lenfions were trivial indeed : this was Francis, Baron d'Avaugour, a natural foil 
of the prefentduke of Brittany by Antoniettede Magnelais ; he had been legiti- 
mifed, and his father had conferred on him a profufion of honours and richer 
Promoted to the rank and dignity of firft baron and lieutenant-general of Britta- 
ny, he now afpired to the fucceffion, and imagined, that as the Bretons were at- 
tached to the blood of their ancient fovereigns, and wanted a prince who was able 
to govern them, they would overlook the defett in his birth, and prefer him to a 
ftranger. 

The vifcount of Rohan advanced pretenfions that were 'fomewhat though not 
much better founded: he was brother-in-law to the reigning duke, and had twa 

fons by his wife, Mary of Brittany, fecond daughter to duke Francis the Firft. — ■ 
If Francis the Second had fucceeded to the duchy in right of his wife, the fons 
*>f the vifcount would have had a preferable claim to the children of the duke by 
Margaret of Foix ; but as there was a law in Brittany, by which females were 
<excluded from the fucceffion, fo long as there were any male heirs remaining,, 
though farther removed from the dire£l line than the females, and as Francis 
had fucceeded to the duchy, not as hufband to the princefs, but as the neareffc 
male heir, the vifcount could advance no good reafon for the exclufion of Anne 

and Ifabella : he, therefore, contented himfelf with claiming for his fons all the 
.treafures and moveable efFe&s of duke Francis the Firft ; the dower and movea- 
bles of their aunt Margaret ; and laftly, all the territorial acquifitions made by 
-the firft Francis, and one half of thofe which Francis the Second had, himfetf 
made during the period of his firft marriage. Convinced that the duke, even 
had he the inclination, had not the ability to comply with thefe demands, he pro- 
pofed, in order to avoid all difcuflion, to unite the claims of the two families by a 
marriage between his two fons and the two daughters of Francis. The propofal 
was fupported by the marefchal de Rieux and the principal nobility of Brittany, 

hut the duke reje&ed it with difdain. 

Francis, in order to conned his interefts with thofe of the Englifti monarch 5 
had propofed an alliance between his eldeft daughter, Anne, and the prince of 
"Wales, but on condition that Brittany fhould never be annexed to the crown of 

•England* This alliance, however, had been prevented by the alfafiination of the 
prince and his brother, 

- 

Gamier, torn- xix. p. zsz* 

fol lit J) 
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Difappoiated in his hopes from that quarter, the duke now caft his eyes on 

Maximilian, archduke of Auftria, to whom he pre pofed to marry his eldeft daugh- 
ter, and, at the fame time, to give his youngeft to Philip, the youthful fovereign 
of the Netherlands, fon to Maximilian and Mary of Burgundy. But the duchy 
being foon reduced to extremity, Maximilian, fufficiently occupied in providing 
means for his own defence, and having but little profpett of affording the duke 
fpeedy and effectual affiftance, Francis was induced to liften to the propofals of an- 
other lover. This .was the lord of Albret,. furnamed the Great, the mod opu- 
lent fuhject in the kingdom, after the princes of the blood : he had claims on 
fome places in Brittany, but more generous or more artful than his competitors^, 
he appeared to forget his own interefts in order to maintain thofe of his ally. He 
demanded that the hand of the princefs fhould be the reward of that warrior who 
fhould beftfignalife his courage and zeal in her defence, and who fhould render 
the molt important fervices to the duchy. D' Albret, however, had but little to 

• recommend him ; he was advanced in years, and had feveral children either mar- 
ried or marriageable ; his perfon was difgufting, and his temper infupportable. 

Laftly, the duke of Orleans appeared in the lift of competitors, and for fome 
-time eclipfed all his rivals. His recommendations were ftrong and powerful ; he 
was firft prince of the blood ; prefumptive heir to the throne ; and coufin-german 
to the duke of Brittany ; he was fupported by the houfe of Foix, whence the 
duchefs of Brittany was herfelf defcended ; and as he, moreover, poffeffed, in aa 
eminent degree, the art of pleafmg, he foon engaged the affe&ions of his youth- 
ful miftrefs. - 

Such were the principal claimants, whofe efforts either to difpoffefs or to marry 
the heirefs of Brittany, foon filled that court with fa&ions and intrigues. Even 
an active, enlightened and refolute prince would have found the repreffion of fo 
many tumultuous and difcordant pallions a talk of extreme difficulty j and, unfor- 
tunately for Brittany, Francis was a weak and irrefolute prince, who had long 
fuffered himfelf to be guided wholly by his minifters. After Lefcun had engaged, 
in the fervice of France, he placed his confidence in Peter Landois, a man not 
tefs artful and intriguing than Lefcun, but more proud and corrupt ; who, from 
the abjeft ftate of a taylor, had been promoted to the dignity of treafurer and 
prime minifter. Convinced that the nobles would never forgive him for engroffing 
the favour of their fovereign, he did not attempt to conciliate their efteem, but 
only fought to render himfelf formidable by the indifcriminate deftru&ion of all 

• who refufed to acknowledge his authority. The Iaft viftim of the favourite's am- 

- bition, was Chauvin, chancellor of Brittany, a man of the ftrifteft integrity, who: 
had rendered the greateft fervices to the ftate : Landois perfuaded the duke that 
he was a penfioner of the court of France, and was hired to betray the interefts of 
lixs niafter : in confequence of this falftiood, he furprifed an order from Francis 

' to imprifon the chancellor; and, after a Jong feries of perfecutionsj that worthy 
magUtrate periflied by amoft miferable death-. 
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The nobility enraged and alarmed at thefe iniquitous tranfacHons, repaired in a 

body to the palace, in order to feize the object of their indignation, but he was 
fo fortunate as to elude their fear ch, and to efcape, for the prefent, the effects of 
their vengeance. Landbis now conceived the defign of forming a party which 
might enable him to triumph over his enemies. For this purpofe he caft his eyes 
on the duke of Orleans, and invited that prince to repair, without delay, to the 
court of his coufin the duke of Brittany, who, he faid, intended to beftow on 
him the hand of his cldefi daughter.* The duke of Orleans was already married 
to the fecond daughter of Lewis the Eleventh, but his averfion to that deformed, 
and fterile princefs' was a matter of public notoriety. He haflened to Brittany, 
contracted a ftrift friendfhip with Landois, and obtained permiflion to vifit the 
young princefs, who, even at that early period of life, gave figns of thole 
great qualities which rendered her the admiration of the age. . , 

Madame, to whom the conduct of the duke of Orleans gave juft fubject of 
■ complaint, profited by the circumftance of the king's coronation, which was fixed 
for the thirtieth of May, to recall him to France ; and the duke, though extreme- 
ly mortified at being compelled to leave Brittany fo foon, obeyed the citation, and 
was prefent at the ceremony. But his return to France occafioned Madame al- 
moft as much uneafmefs as his ftay in Brittany would have done. The king be- 
came fo enamoured of his company that he was never eafy without him ; and he 
was eafily taught to confider the falutary reftraints impofed on him by his fitter as 
• deftru&ive of his freedom, and derogatory to his rank. Impreffed with thefe. 
ideas, Charles confented to elope; fome councillors of iftate, in the intereft of 
the duke of Orleans, laid the plan of his evafion, and three of his chamberlains 
undertook to put it in execution. But Madame, informed of the plot, entered 
the king's chamber in a rage, broke the chamberlains in his prefence, and imme- 
diately appointed others who were devoted to her intereft. After this event (he 
conceived that flic was no longer in fafety at the caftle of Vincennes, on account 
of its vicinity to Paris, of which place the duke of Orleans was governor ; fhe 
therefore took the king to Montargis, where fhe palfed the remainder of the year, 
attentive to the motions of her enemies, and careful, by adopting the infidious policy 
-of her father, to foment the troubles in Brittany. 

The duke of Brittany had, during thefe tranfaftions, been prevailed on by his 
•favourites to declare the nobility, who had fhut themfelves up in the ftrong town c£ 
Ancenisf, traitors to th. ir fovereign. This rafli and inconfiderate proceeding, had, 
as Landois expected, engaged the nobles in an open revolt ; and having no other 
refource, they did not fcruple to purchafe the protection of the king of France by 
.the violation of their oaths, and the facvifice of their duty. They fent the prince 
•of Orange, Peter de Viileblanche, and John le Bouteiller, lord of Maupertuis, 
to Montargis, where they promifed and fv/ore, that, after the. death of Francis 
tthe Second, they would acknowledge Charles for their lawful fovereign, and 

r 
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would devote their lives and fortunes to the advancement of his authority, ou ? 
the following conditions, i. That after the annexation of Brittany to the crowni 
of France, juftice fhould be adminiftered in that province in the fame manner as 
before, and by the magiftrates of the country. 2. That the nobles* ecclefiaftics; 
and others, ihould have their privileges and franchifes confirmed. 3* That no: 
tax fhould be levied in the province, without the previous confent of the ftates.. 
4.. That the. gentry fhould only, be obliged to ferve in fuch cafes and in fuch man* 
ner as (hould be fettled bv the king.. 5* That all employments, both civil and' 
military, fliould be conferred on the natives of Brittany- 6. That in cafe the 
duchefs fhould furvive her hufband, a proper fettlement Ihould be afligned her,, to- 
be fixed.by.the ftates.. 7. That the duke's two daughters fliould be married, with> 
the advice of the dates, according to their rank. 8. That in cafe Charles or any 
of his fucceflbrs fliould have feveral fons, one of them fliould be created duke of 
Brittany. On thefe conditions, which were granted, without any. reftri&ions, the 
king took the Breton nobles under his protection, and he immediately fent an 
order to the- duke, his vafiah, to abftain from all farther violence againft them,, 
and to repair the damages which they had already fuftained*. 

On exciting his mailer to drive the malecontents to extremities,. Landois had ex^ 
plained to* him the means by which he meant to reduce them to obedience. Befidea 
the fuecours which he expefted from: the duke of Orleans, he aflured him that he 
:lhould fobn have all the forces of England at his command* The circumftance on 
which he founded this aflurance, were, thefe :. 

After the fatal battle of Tewkefbury, which fixed the crown of England on the- 
brows of that fanguinary tyrant, the fourth Edward, the earl of Pembroke, with his 
nephew, Henry Tudor, the young earl of Richmond, had embarked at Tynley for 
France; but contrary winds forced them to land in Brittany where they experienced- 
a hofpitable reception from Francis the Second, Edward, alarmed at Richmond's 
efcape, who was confideredv by many, as next heir to the throne, and. on whom hs 
knew, all the fecret friends of the houfe of Lancafler had caft their eyes, fent am- 
baffadors to.the duke of Brittany, to require that he would give him. up •:: but that 
prince refufed to commit fo flagrant a breach of hofpitality as to comply with this 
demand ; though he aflured Edward, that he would watch Richmond fo clofely that 
he fhould never have an opportunity of diftufbing his government; in confeder- 
ation of which promife, the king of England paid a. yearly penfion to the duke. 

But three years after this attempt, Edward's fears of young Richmond being; 
renewed with redoubled violence,, he determined to make, another effort for ob- 
taining, poflfeflioiyof his. perfon.. With this view he again fent ambafiadors to the.- 
duke of Brittany, on pretence o£ renewing, the truce, which- was confirmed with- 
out difficulty;, after which- they proceeded to unfold the real objeft of theirs 
enxbaffy.> They told the duke, that the king, their mafter was extremely defirous 
$f totally extinguifhing the embers of thofe fa&ions which had raged with f.xh 
violence in England; that the earl of Richmond being the only furviving prince: 

o£ theJipufe. of Lancafter^ it was. his. intention to marry him to one of his owm. 
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laughters, that all future difputes might be avoided" by an union df the rival 
families ; he,, therefore, hoped the duke of Brittany would en trull the earl to Hk 
eare, that he might diftinguifh him by marks of bis bounty, and convince the 
world of his earned anxiety to fecure, on a folid bafis, the peace and tranquillity- 
of his kingdom. The duke, truftrng to the fincerky of Edward's profeflions,.- 
ordered the young, earl, with his uncle Pembroke, to be delivered to them, and- 
they immediately departed with their victims to the port of Saint Male-, whence-' 
they prepared to embark for England. But John de Quelenec, admiral of Brit* 
tany being apprifed of this circumftanee, entered the duke's apartment with for- 
row exprefled on his countenance; which the duke obferving, he enquired the 
caufe of it, " The palenefs you obferve in my face/* replied the admiral, " is 
the forerunner of death, which, I could have wiflied, had put a period to my 
days, before I had witneffed an a£tion that muft difhonour my mafter. My lord r 
you have acquired the reputation of a man of honour, how then could you be 
fo inattentive to the prefervation of that character, and how, after you had- 
pledged your faith, could you confent to deliver up a prince, who had afked 
your prote&ion, to punifhment and death ?" — " Mr. Admiral," interrupted the 
duke,. " you are miftaken, there is nothing, to fear for the earl of Richmond*. 

whom Edward only befought me to fend to him, that he might make him hi* 
fon-ih-law." — cc Be aflfured," replied Quelenec, " that if he quit your dominions*,- 
he is a dead man/' The eyes of Francis were now opened, and he immediately 
difpatched his favourite, Peter Landois,. to Saint Malo, to bring back the re- 
fugees. He arrived as they were on the point of embarking; and, having made 
known the purport of his- million to Richmond and Pembroke, he amufed the;- 
ambaffadors while they affetted their efcape to a fanftuary, from w r hence he: 
would not fufrer them to be taken-. The ambafladors complained loudly of this - 
artifice, and Landois made fome frivolous apoligies, which they would by no-- 
means admit. He then frankly told them, that the duke his mafter, having duly 
reflected on the fubjeft, had become fenfible that he could not deliver up his 
guefts without a flagrant violation of the laws of hofpitality; but he renewed 5 in 
the duke's name, thofe alfurances which had been before made to Edward, that- 
the two earls fliould be v fa ftri&ly guarded they would be efFe&ually prevented * 
from interrupting the tranquillity of England. 

It was- by means of this prince, who was already indebted* to him for the pre* 
fervation.of his life, that Landois hoped to effeft a revolution in England; he- 
juftly imagined, that fliould he fucceed in his attempts to place him on the throne-, * 
he fliould receive from him fuch afliftance as -would be requifite to make him* 
triumph over his enemies 5. - and . that by the fubfequent promotion of a- marriage 4 
between Richmond and the heirefs of Brittany, he fhould be- enabled, after the - 
duke's death-, to preferve his rank and ftation-. In order to fecure the fuccefs of this- 
plan, Landois, after the acceffion of the third Richard, fent ambafladors to Eng- 
land, under pretence of renewing the truce which fubfifted between , the two* 

crowns, Thefe ambafladors could not have arrived at a niore fortunate period^ 
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as the duke of Buckingham difcontented with Richards had jufl formed the 
defign or depofing that ufurper, and had entered into a correfpond.-ace, with the 
view to haften the execution of his plan, with all the malcontents in different parts 
of England. 

The Breton ambaffadors returned with this favourable report ; and they were 
foon followed by two confidential friends of Richmond, who brought him a fum 
of money from his mother, and preffed him to haften to England, where his 
friends were wailing to receive him. Landois, to whom the earl communicated 
his difpatches, furnilhed him with a fleet, and a body of five thoufand men, 
•with which he frilcd from Saint Malo, in Oftober, 1483 ; but before he could 
reach the Englifli coafL the duke of Buckingham had been defeated and exe- 
cuted ; not thinking it prudent, therefore, to land, he returned to Brittany. lie 
was there joined by numbers of the Englifh nobility, who exafted from him an 
oath, that, fo foon as he fhould have effe&cd the depofition of Richard, he would 
unite the oppofitc pretentions of the houfes of York and Lancafter, by marrying 
the princefs Elizabeth, el deft daughter of king Edward. They then fwore fealty 
and allegiance to him, as their lawful Sovereign, and Richmond immediately for- 
med a little court of his own at Rennes ; Landois feemed to encourage thefe 
proceedings, and renewed his promifes of affiftancc, though, at the fame time, 
lie had entered into a correfpondence with their enemies. 

Richard the Third, convinced that he fliould never be at eafe, fo long as 
-Richmond fliould be at liberty, fent an ambaffador to Brittany, who addreffed 
"himfelf to Landois, and made himfuch offers as were well calculated to f.duce a 
venal and perfidious mind. He engaged to reftore to Francis the earldom of 
Richmond, which had formerly been poffeffed by his anceftors ; to give Landois 
all the eftafes and other property of the Englifh refugees in Brittany, and to fup- 
.ply him with a body of* troops for the purpofe of reducing his enemies. Landois, 
conudering that the plan for dethroning Richard would be attended with confides- 
able difficulty and cxpence, and was fubjeft, moreover, to a thoufand interrup- 
tions; and that, even fliould it fucceed, he could not expedt to derive from it 
greater advantages than thofe which were now offered to him, at a time, too, 
when he was in the greateft want of them, accepted, without hefitation the-pro- 
'pofals of Richard, andpromifed to deliver up to him, without delay, the earl of 
.Richmond, and all his partifans. The negociations, however, had not been 
fr.ondufted with fuch fecrecy, but that the bifhop of Ely, who was then on the 
continent, was advifed of it. That prelate immediately difpatched a meffenger 
to Richmond, warning him of his danger, and urging him to efcape to France. 

ut this appeared to be a matter of difficulty, as a very early day was fixed for 
the execution of Landois's plan, and there could be little doubt but that he had 
taken every precaution to prevent his evafion. After much reflection, however, 
Richmond. fettled the- plan of his efcape: — he made the earl of Pembroke and 

•feme other noblemen take the road to Nantes* where the duke of Brittany refided 
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under pretext of imparting to Francis fome affairs of importance; but he advifed 
them by no means to enter that town, and to make the beft of their way to the 
frontiers of France. He then' announced his intention of vifiting, in two days 
time, a country houfe which he had at a fhort diftance from Rennesj and on this 
pretence he entered a forefl, which lay on the road, with only one attendant, 
and travelled day and night, by private ways, towards the frontiers of Anjou, 
Landois ordered him to be purfued, and the meflengcrs he fent after him, only 
milled him by one hour. Three hundred Englishmen, who remained at Hermes, v 
gave themfclves up for loft ; but the duke, who was a flranger to the intrigues 
of his minifter, gave them permiffion to follow their mafter, and defrayed their- 
expences on the road. The fugitives experienced a favourable reception from' 
Madame, and were even encouraged to hope for affiftance*- 

Though difappointed in his hopes of procuring affi fiance from England, Lati-- 
dois did not renounce his fchemcs of vengeance. The troops which he had at 
his difpofal. were more than iufficient to deftroy his enemies, had thofe enemies 
been left to themfelves; but as they had been taken under the protection of the 
king of France, he could not attack them without expofing his country to an 
immediate invafion. He, therefore, refolved to wait till the duke of Orleans- 
and Maximilian fhould aft in concert, and draw all the forces of France to an- 
other quarter. 

Madame, in the mean time, aware of his defigns, was ftudious to throw fuch 1 
obftacles in the way of Maximilian, as fhould deter him from engaging in a war 
with France ;- fhe followed the plans of her father in rewarding fuch of the Fle-- 

mifh nobility as refilled the authority of that prince, and in encouraging the tur- 
bulent inhabitants of Ghent to revolt. She farther fought to raife up a perfonal 
enemy to Maximilian, in Rene, duke of Lorraine, celebrated for the victories he 
had obtained over Charles the Bold. This prince had appeared before the Hates • 
at Tours, where he claimed the reflitution of the Barrois, Provence, and the* 

inheritance of the houfe of Anjou, from which he was defcended by his mother's- 
fide. Madame, afraid that he might be tempted to efpoufe the interefts of the 1 
princes, had not rejefted any of his demands. She had already reftored to hinv 
the duchy of Bar; and had made a formal ceffion of all the claims which Lewis • 
the Eleventh had prcfered to the duchy of Lorraine: with regard to Provence, 

commiffioners were appointed on both fides, to difcufs the refpeftive rights of 
either party; and till their decifion, which was to be delivered at the expiration of 
four years, fhould be Jen own, the king had confenied to pay the duke, by way 
of indemity, a penfion of thirty-fix thoufand Hvres. This generous proceeding: 
had attached the duke of Lorraine to Madame, and fhe now wifhed to oppofe • 
Kim to Maximilian by making him marry Philippa of Gueldres, niece to her huf- 
band, the lord of -Beaujeu, and daughter to Adolphus, who had been deprived* 
of his dominions by the duke of Burgundy. This young princefs had but one • 
Brother, who had juft entered the fervice of Maximilian; and, in cafe of his- 

death, fire. had. an indifputable. -right to the duchy, of Gueidres, and the county 



34 - 'HISTORY OF FRANCE. f 148-5 

.of Zutphen; if, on the contrary, that prince fhould with theafliftance of the duke 

of Lorraine, recover the inheritence of his anceftors, he would become a power- 
ful ally, and might give his fitter a confiderable dower. To enable the duke of 
Lorraine to affert the rights of the family with which he was about to connefl 
himfeif, Madame procured him the alliance of William de la Mark, chief of the 
Liegeois, and the implacable enemy of Maximilian. 

Maximilian, notwithstanding his eagernefs to revenge the infults he had fuftain- 
ed from the French, was fo furround^d by enemies on all fides, that he would cer- 
tainly have remained tranquil, had not the duke of Brittany, or rather his favourite, 
Landois, urged him to a renewal of hoftilities, by a promife to give him theheirefs 
.of Brittany in marriage. Refolved to hazard every thing in order to merit fuch a 

flattering diftin&ion, Maximilian fummoned the Flemings to acknowlege him for 
the guardian of his fon — whom they had taken from his father — and for the gove- 
nor of his dominions ; and he warned them that he fhould confider their refufal 
as a declaration of war. The Flemings aafwered this citation by an appeal to the 
parliament of Paris, or to the court of French peers. Madame, meanwhile, who 
had only wifhed to intimidate Maximilian, and was extremely anxious to avoid a: 
open rupture, fent Anthony and Baldwin, baftards of Burgundy, into Flandera*, 
m order to promote an accommodation between Maximilian and his fubje&s. With 
;this view, they affembled thirteen knights of the Golden Fleece at Terremonde, 
where deputies from all the towns in Flanders were invited to attend- William. 
Hym, chief of the deputation from the inhabitants of Ghent, a man of a turbu- 
lent and feditious fpirit, after declaiming with great virulence again Maximilian, 
.-drew his fword, and threatened with inftant deftru&ion any man who fhould dare 
to fpeak in favour of the prince. The afiembly was accordingly diflblved without 
.coming to any decifion, and Maximilian prepared for war. Hefirft tookTerremonde 
,by furprife, and then reduced Oudenard, Granmont, and Ninove ; while the mili- 
tia of Ghent, under ,the command of the count of Romons, carried deffolation 
into the environs of Bruxeiies and HaL Maximilian marched into that country 
with a view to bring them to a£tion, but they retired on his approach; and the win- 
ter being far advanced, the operations on both fides were fufpended- 

A. D. 148,5.3 The duke of Orleans, in the mean time, had adopted every plan 

he could deviie for ftrengthening his party : fince the court had retired with fuch 
precipitation from the caiHe of Vincennes, he had remained at Paris* wherehe exert- 
ed his utmoft endeavours to render himfeif popular. As foon as he thought hie 
xredit Sufficiently eftablifhed with the multitude, he repaired to the parliament, ac- 
companied by the count of Dunois, and by his chancellor, Denis Merrier, who ob~ 
ferved to the court* — " That the duke of Orleans, as fir ft prince of the blood, and 
the fecond perfon in the kingdom, ought to be entrufted with the fovereign power 
during the king's minority : that, anxious to procure relief for the people, and 
£p coned: the abufes which prevailed in the adminiftration, he had, in conjun&ioa 
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with the dukes of^Bourbon and Brittany, infifted on the convocation of the 

{lates-general : that after many contradictions and refufais, he had at length fuo 
ceeded in convening them ; that having received information of attempts to inti- 
midate the members by threats, he had declared himfelf their prote&or, and had 
procured for them all the liberty which was neceflary for the purpofe of their 
meeting : that they had made a great number of falutary regulations with regard 
to the general police of the kingdom, and had alfo determined that the king, 
having entered his fourteenth year, fhould govern in his own name, but according 
to the advice of his council, of which the duke of Orleans had been declared, 
prefident : that all thefe ufeful regulations had been treated with contempt : that 

Madame de Beaujeu had taken poffeffion of the revenue, and exhaufted the royal 

treafury by a boundlefs prodigality : that the dates having granted, befides the 
produce of the taxes, which they had reftri&ed to twelve hundred thoufand li- 
vres, a fupply of three hundred thoufand for one year only, that fum had been 
already extended to another year, in violation of the moft folemn engagements ; 
that even this additional burthen had not prevented the government from con- 
tracting a debt of two or three hundred thoufand livres, by which means it would 
become neceffary to double the taxes the following year, and thus reduce the peo- 
ple to a ftate of defpair the moft wretched : that all this money was employed for 
no other purpofe than to confirm the authority of Madame de Beaujeu, and to 
render her more defpotic than ever : that (he had already prefumed to exaCt from 
the guards that oath which ought only to be taken to the king : that fhe had, of 
her own authority, deprived three chamberlains of their places, and conferred 
them on others ; that fhe kept the king in fuch a ftate captivity, that no prince or 
nobleman was permitted to fee him ; that fhe had even threatened the duke of Or- 
leans, and had attempted to get him aflaflinated by du Lait ; that though that 
prince defpifed ail threats and attempts which only affefted himfelf, yet he could 
not but feel the greateft concern, at feeing his fovereign kept in the ftate of con- 
finement and fervitude, in which he was meant to be retained till he fliould have 
accomplifiied his twentieth year ; that he had already written to his majefty, to 
entreat him to take refuge in Paris, where he would be at liberty, and where he 
-might chufe a council compofed of men of virtue and knowledge 9 that in order 
to prove that his advice, in that refpeft, was not influenced by interefted motives, 
the duke offered not to appear in the king's prefence^ unlefs he fliould be fent for ; 
and, in cafe Madame de Beaujeu would confent to live at the diftance of ten 
leagues from court, he himfelf would retire to the diftance of forty leagues ; that 
being refolved to devote his life and fortune to the purpofe of refcuing the king 
from captivity, he had come to confuk the parliament, who.conftituted the fove- 
reign juftice of the kingdom, whether it would not be advifeable to convene the 
ftates-general a fecond 'time, or what other meafures it would be prudent to adopt 
•for the good of the kingdom." 

The firft prefident of the parliament, very properly, replied — <c That the good 
of the kingdom chiefly confifted in the enjoyment of public tranquillity; that 

Vol. Ill, E 
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fuch tranquillity could never be maintained fo long as the principal members of the 

ftate refuied to fet an example of concord Prince" — purfued the worthy ma- 

giltrate, addreffing himfelf to the duke of Orleans — a you are more interefted 
than anyone, in preventing the prevalence of diffentions in the royal f mily of 
France, and you ought not, therefore, on reports, often falfe, an * always equi- 
vocal, to venture on meafures which may be productive of the moft fatal conie- 

quences.*" The duke's chancellor attempted to reply, but the magiftrates per- 
filled in their refolurion of not becoming infiruments of fedition ; and all that the 

duke could prevail on them to do, was to fend his remonftrances to the king,, 
without obfervation or comment. 

The duke of Orleans next attempted to fecure the univerfity in his favour, 
which at that time contained five-and-twenty thoufand lludents, moll of them 
able to bear arms, who formed, as it were, a private republic in the heart of the 

capital. But that learned body followed the example of the parliament, and 
would only confent to forward the duke's propofals to the king. 

Madame, informed of the manoeuvres of this prince, fent a party of foldiers,. 

in difguife, to fecure his perfonf, but the duke, apprifed of the danger, fled 
with precipitation to Verneuil, a place belonging to the duke of Alen^n, who 
was one of his partifans. Madame then haftened to Paris with the king, who en- 
tered that capital on the fifth of February, 1485. Her fir ft care, after her arrival, 
was to exprefs her gratitude to the parliament for their firmnefs and loyalty : fhe 

then deprived the duke of Orleans of all his polls, and conferred the government 
of Paris, and the Ifle of France, on the old count of Dammar tin. The govern- 
ment of Dauphinc, which, at therequeftof the duke of Orleans, (he "had given 
to the count of Dunois, was now affigned to Philip of Savoy, count of Brefle, 
brother-in-law to the lord of Beaujeu. She broke the three regular companies 
commanded by thofe princes, and by the count of Angouleme, their coufin, and 
fupprelfed their penlions ; and, as foon as the feafon would permit, Ihe condufted 
the king to Evreux, and made the army advance to Verneuil. Such was the cele- 
rity of her motions, that the duke of Orleans was deprived of every resource, and 
compelled to make his fubmiffion to the king : after which he was reftored to his 
feat in the council, but neither to his place nor penfion. Whatever refentment 
•he might experience on this occafion, he concealed it for the prefent, and accom- 
panied the king, on his tour 'to Normandy. 

But while the court remained in that province, the duke of Orleans contrived 
to form a frefh confederacy againft MadameJ ; in which he engaged the conftable, . 
Lewis, George, and Buffi de. Amboife, Philip de Commines, and fome other 
councillors of ftate, who were difpleafed at not being fullered to enjoy, in the 
pjefent reign, the fame credit and influence which they had poffefled in the pre- 

**Garniei% torn.- xix. p. 411. - , 
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ceding one. The authority which the conftable poflefled in the kingdom gave great 
ftrength to the confederacy ; and the duke of Orleans, confident of fuccefs, reared 
to Blois, whence he wrote to the counts of Angouleme and Dunois, and the vifcount 
of Narbonne— who was then difputing the county of Foix and the principality of 
Beam, with his niece, Catherine, queen of Navarre — to levy troops, and to form a 
jun&ion either with him, or with the forces under the command of the conftable. 
The duke of Brittany, aifo, promifed to affifl him with all his forces, as foon as he 
fhouldhave reduced his rebellious fubje&s : but the prudence of Madame, and the 

death of his unprincipled favourite, Landois, who was feized and hanged by the 

Breton nobles, prevented him from fulfilling his engagements. 

The confederated princes wifhed to obtain poflr fiion of fome ftrong town which 
might ferve as a place of rendezvous for their troops, which were levying in differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom*. They accordingly pitched upon the city of Orleans, 
which commanded a bridge upon the Loire; but they were too flow in their mo- 
tions, and that fault decided the fate of the campaign. Madame, apprifed of their 
intentions, fent the lord of Bouchage, to exhort the citizens of Orleans to re- 
main faithful to the king, and not to tarnifli the glory they had acquired under 
Charles the Seventh, by an acl of rebellion ; and that nobleman fucceeded fo well 
in his embafiy, chat when the duke of Orleans prefented himfelf, two days after, 
before the town, the gates were fliut againft him, and the citizens were unanimous 
in refufmg him admiflion. The duke's army confided of two thoufand fix hun- 
dred cavalry, and about eight thoufand infantry, with which he ravaged the 
country round Orleans, and then proceeded to take poffeffion of Beaujenci. Ma- 
dame, meanwhile, in order to encreafe the mortification of her rival at the failure 
of his attempt upon Orleans, repaired to that city, where fhe attended the cele- 
bration . of the nuptials of the duke of Lorraine, with Philippa of Gueldres, 
niece to her hufband, the lord of Beaujeu. She then placed Lewis de la Tre- 
mouille — who afterward acquired, by his conduct, the honourable appellation of 
Chevalier fans reproache — at the head of her troops ; and that nobleman fent two * 
heralds to Beaujenci to order the forces under the duke of Orleans to lay down their 
arms ; but the heralds were difmified with contempt, and preparations for relift- 
ance were made. But no fooner had la Tremouille inverted the place, than the 
count of Dunois, fenfible that it was unprovided with provifions and ammunition 
Sufficient for fuftaining a fiege, perfuaded the duke of Orleans to make propofals 
for an accommodation. The council was divided in opinion as to the propriety 
of .accepting thefe propofals ; Madame, and all thofe who had efpoufed her quar- 
rel, infifted on the wifdom of profiting by this opportunity to enfure tranquillity 
;to the ftate : they maintained, that as foon as the duke of Orleans fhould have 
extricated himfelf from the danger which now threatened him, he would promote 
a renewal of .hoftilities, and would take care fo frame his fchemes in future as to 
•cnfute his fuccefs ; it would, therefore, they ;afferted, be more prudent to fecure 

■ 
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his perfon, as well as that of the count of Dunois, who was the moll: dangerous* 
man in the kingdom, and fend them to be tried by the parliament. This advice* 
however, was over-ruled by thofe who were fearful of incurring the hatred of the 
prefumptivc heir to the throne ; and it was at length agreed to accept the duke's 
propofals for a peace, on condition that he would admit a royal garrifon into all 
the forcrefles in his appanage, and that the count of Dunois fliould be banifhed 
to the town of Aft, beyond the Alps. The duke, at firft, rejefted thefe condi- 
tions with difdain, but by the voluntary fubmiflion of the count of Dunois to the 
fentence impofed on him, and by the ftrenuous perfuafions of that nobleman, he. 
was at length prevailed on to accept them. As the conftable had only taken up 
arms in favour of the duke of Orleans, he was foon perfuaded to difband his for- 
ces, and to become a party in the treaty of accommodation. 

At the fame time, the minifters of France and Brittany, who had aflembled at 
Bourges, concluded a treaty, by which the duke of Brittany engaged to pay the 
fame kind of allegiance to the king, as his predeceflbrs had been accuftomed to pay 

to the French monarchs ; to renounce all alliances, as well within the kingdom as 

out of it, that could tend to interrupt the tranquillity of the ftate ; to break oil' 
all commerce with the king's enemies, and neither to furnifli them with men, arms, 
or ammunition. There was the greateft reafon to believe that the duke would ful- 
fil thefe engagements, as, fince the death of Landois, he had regulated his con- 
duft by the advice of his barons, all of whom were under obligaions to Madame ; 
and, in order farther to fecure the attachment of the Breton nobles, fhe diftribu- 
ted honours and rewards among them with a liberal hand. She was, at this time, 
extremely anxious to live at peace with the duke of Brittany, as, although fhe 
had fucceeded in diffolving the confederacy of the princes, her arms had been lef's 
fucceisful in the Netherlands. 

After the reduction of Tenremonde, Oudenarde, Ninove, and Granmont, by 

Maximilian, the Flemings, alarmed at the rapidity of his progrefs, had fent to de- 
mand fuccours of France, and to require that the king would openly declare in their 
favour*. In confequenee of this application, Charles addefled a manifefto to his 
father-in-law, Maximilian, accufing him of having violated his duty as a valTal to 
the crown, in attacking the towns belonging to young Philip, who was a peer of 
France; and enjoining him to make reparation for fuch damages, as well as for the 
loffcs which the Flemings — whom the king, as lord paramount of the county of 
Flanders was bound to proteft and defend — had fufrained from his arms. As it was 
not fuppofed this manifefto would have much eftedt, the marefchal Defquerdes. 
received orders to march to the afliftance of the inhabitants of Ghent, with an 
army of fix hundred lances. The marefchal firft attempted to get pofleffion of 
Tournai, but failing in the attempt he repaired to Ghent, where the citizens* 
whom he had been- fent to prote&, foon became jealous of his power, and forced 
him to leave the town. After the expulfion of the French, who retired into 

Aitois, the inhabitants of Ghent concluded an accomodation with Maximilian*, 

•fc-Heuter, Rer-t Belgic— G^defroi rec. de pieces.*—Hareus. AnnaL Brabant. 
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on the following conditions: — 1. The citizens agreed to acknowledge Maximilian 
for the guardian of his fon, and the admmidr.itor of the county of Flanders, and 
to take an oath of allegiance to him in that capa< ity. 2. They confented to re- 
ceive that prince into the city with the fame number of troops as generally ac- 
companied him in his vifits to the other towns in Flanders. 3. They engaged to 
recal all fuch as had been banifhed from the town on account of their attachment 
to Maximilian, and to reftore them to their eftates. And, laftly, they agreed to 
pay feven hundred thoufand florins, for the expences of the war. But a riot 
which occurred in Ghent, through the imprudence of a German foldier, after 
Maximilian had entered that city, afforded him a fpecious pretext for completing 
the humiliation of this turbulent and feditious people. He ordered their fortifi- 
cations to be demolifhed, deftroyed a part of the walls, took from them all their 
artillery, deprived them of their privileges, and eftablifhed a magiftracy of his 
own eleftion. 

After he had reftorcd tranquillity to Flanders, the attention of Maximilian- 
was called to another quarter. The marriage of the duke of Lorraine with the 
princefs of Guilders, had already excited his fufpicions j and he foon learnt thas 
the duke had had an interview, at Meziere, with his great enemy, William de la 
Mark; that, at the inftigation of, and in concert with, Madame de Beaujeu, they 
had formed apian for making an incurfion into Brabant; and, in order to facilitate 
that enterprife, la Mark had ceded to the duke feverai fortreffes in the territory 
of Liege. Maximilian, however, found means to avert the danger which threat- 
ened him, by fending one of his officers to fecure the perfon of la Mark, who 
was conducted to Maeftricht, where he paid, by his death, the forfeit of his nu- 
merous crimes. 

A. D. i486*] Madame de Beaujeu, though poffefled of many good qualities^ 
appears, in fome refpefts, to have followed that infidious and difhoneft 1\ ft em of 
policy, which had been adopted by her father. Notwithstanding her late treaty 
with the duke of Brittany, fhe fpared no pains to dilturb she government of that 
prince. The lord of Broffes, being dead, (lie had the precaution to exact from 

his widow, Nicole de Penthievre, a frefh confirmation of the cefllon which fhe 
and her hufband had made to Lewis the Eleventh, and his fucceffors, of all their 
claims to the duchy of Brittany. The duke, informed of thefe proceedings, fent 
ambafladors to the king to exprefs his aftonifliment at the conduft of the French 
council, in thinking of making ufe of a title fo-falfe and illufive as the famous 
letter granted to John de Penthievre, and to offer in his name either to give an 
authentic copy of the* counter letter written by that nobleman, or to (hew the 
original to any commiffioners whom his majefiy might chufe to appoint for the 
purpofe of inlpefting it. Madame, however, affe&ed to treat this counter-letter 
as a forgery, and defired it might be fent for examination to the council of France* 
a requeft with which the duke was not fo weak as to comply. Finding it impofii- 

ble to obtain any fatisfa&ion from the French council, and learning that Madame', 
was. ufing her utmoft exertions to acquire partifans in Brittany, the duke affisnto- 
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bled the dates of the duchy, and made them fwear, in the moft folemn manner, 
that, after his death, they would acknowledge his two daughters, refpe&ively, 
and according to the order of their birth, for his fole and lawful heirs ; that 
they would pay them obedience as fuch ; and that they would oppofe, to the ut- 
moft of their power, any attempts that might be made to defpoil them of their 
fovereignty, and of their juft rights. 

After he had taken this precaution, the duke fent an ambafiador to Maximilian, 
v/ho had lately been raifed to the rank of king of the Romans, urging him to 
invade France, and promifmg to fupply him with a body of troops, with pro- 
vifionSj and with arms. A treaty was concluded between thefe princes at Bruges, 
by which they engaged not to lay down their arms, till they had obliged the king 
to difmifs all thole members of his council who gave him evil advice, and to ob- 
ferve all the regulations propofed by the dates at Tours. The better to fecure 

the obedience of the Flemings, he made his fon, though an infant, fwear to ob- 
serve this treaty, under the title of the duke of Auftria and Burgundy; and with 
the money he had exsfted from the inhabitants of Ghent, he was enabled to raife 
a powerful army of Germans and Swifs. * 

Madame, apprifed of thefe preparations, thought it neceflary to encreafe the 
number of her troops. Since the fupprefiion, by Lewis the Eleventh, of the 
free archers, which had been embodied by his father, and the difmiflion of fix 
thoufand Swifs at the commencement of the prefent reign, France had no other 
infantry than the militia of the different towns, who were ill-difciplincd, and 
who were barely fnfHcient to defend the places to which they belonged*. The 
regular troops of calvary difperfed on the frontiers, and in thofe fortrefics which 
lay neareft to the enemy, could with difficulty affemble, and form a compaft 
body of forces. Madame, therefore, after confulting the fenefchals and bailiffs 
of the diiferent provinces in the kingdom, on the heft means of rc-eftablifhing a 
.body of infantry, which had become requfite for the defence of the ftate, de- 
creed, by the advice of the council, that every fifty-five hearths fliould fupply 
one man completely armed, and pay him fixty fous a month. ■ This was, to 
all intents, a new tax, but the neceffity of the eaftablilhment was fo evident 
as to prevent all murmurs. Befides this national malitia, Madame deemed it 
prudent to recall the fix thoufand Swifs whom fhe had before difmiffed. 

Maximilian, before he proceeded to an open declaration of war, gave orders to 
the governors of his towns to make fonie attempts on the French territories; 
JVlontigni, governor of Hainaut, accordingly took the town of Mortagne by fur- 
prife ; while Salazar efcaladed the walls of Terouenne, during the night, and thus, 
without the fmalleft effufion of blood, made himfelf mafter of one of the ftrongeft 
places in Artois; a place, too, rendered more important by the circumftance of 
£>f the marefehal Defquerdes having eftabliflied his magazines there. After this 

■m 
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fuccefs, Maximilian no longer delayed the publication of a manifefto, in which, ex- 
excufing the king on account of his youth, he inveighed again ft the conduct of Ma- 
dame de Beaujeu and her hulband, whofe ambiticnand avarice had. he faid cifgufted' 



Beau] 

the princes and chief nobility in the kingdom, and induced the neighbouring powers 
to take up arms agdnft France. He complained of their intrigues with the Flem- 
ings ; of the fupplies, both of men and money, which rhey had fent to la Mark ; 
and of the hoftilitics which they had caufed to be committed in Flanders, by 
the marefchal Defquerdes; he obferved, that the only mode of averting the 
calamities with which the monarchy was threatened, was to difmifs from the 
king's prefence all thole who took advantage of his weaknefs, and to convene 
a fecond affembly of the Hates-general, to which he and the emperor, his father, 
would fend ambaffadors, to reftore concord among the princes- of the blood, and 

to enfure, by new treaties, the tranquility of France; and he concluded, by ex- 
horting the parliament and city of Paris to concur with him in lb laudable an 
undertaking. This manifefto was treated with contempt by the council, and 
the herald who delivered it was advifed to difluade his mailer from engaging in an 
unjuft war. Maximilian did not, indeed, fol ow their advice, but finding himfelf 
too weak to undertake any expedition of importance, he was foon obliged to - 

diiband his troops, while the attention of the French court was once more direct- 
ed to the affairs of Brittany. 

The death of Landois had failed to reftore tranquillity to that duchy; the fame 4 
pretentions, the fame intrigues, either for defpoiling or for marrying the heirefs- 
of Brittany, ftill fubfifted, and the danger to which the duchy had be v n lately 
expofed by the duke's illnefs, awakened the public attention*. In a fhort rime a 
frefli league was formed againft Madame, into which not only the duke of Or- 
leans and the count of Angouleme entered, but the whole houfe of Foix; the 
lord of Albret; his fon; the king; of Navarre; the prince of Orange; Lefcun^ 
who had all the forces of Guienneat his difpofal ; the old count of Nevers, of 
the houfe of Burgundy; the lords of Pons and d'Orval; and the duke of Lor-- 
raine himfelf. This lalt prince had been dlfgulted with the king, who, before the * 
commiffioners, appointed for fetttling their refpeciive claims to Provence could 
come to a decifion, had, by his letters-patent irrevocably united that country to 
the crown ; he had, alfo, taken from the duke his company of a hundred lances, • 
and the penfion of thirty-fix thoufand livres, which had been granted him till 
fuch time as the difference with regard to Provence could be fettled. 

1 he fecretly con- 
found that Maximilian- 



Dunois, though in exile, was the foul of this intrigue, anc 
gratulated himfelf on the fuccefs of his efforts. When he foum 
had been able, without any afiiftance, to withftand during two years, the whole 
force of the kingdom ; that the duke of Savoy claimed the marquifate of SaiuceSp. 
•that the duke of Brittany was inseparably united to the duke of Orleans, and 

•fr Hiftoire tie Charles VIII. par Jaltgoi. 
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was influenced by the advice of the enemies of Madame; that the houfe of Foix, 
the lord of Albret, the king and queen of Navarre, had engaged to promote an 
infurre&ion in Gafcony; while Lefcun was to arm the inhabitants of Guienne ; 
that feveral noblemen of diftin&ion in the provinces, and even fome of the Hate 
counfeilors, had fecretly acceded to this league, he had no doubt, but that, in the 
enfuing fpring, Madame muft infallibly fall beneath the united exertions of her 
numerous enemies. Infpirited by this hope, he left the place of his exile without 
the king's permiffion, and, returning to France, eftablifhed his refidence in the 
the town of Partenai, the fortifications of which he flattened to repair. 

This was the firft fymptom that appeared of the confpiracy. Madame had no 
doubt, but that a prince fo renowned for his prudence had duly concerted his 
projefts before he threw off the malk ; in order, therefore, to difcover his re- 
sources, and to learn what fte had to fear, (he fent deputies to defire he would 
account for his conduft, and to reproach him with his prefumption in daring to 

difobey the king's pofitive orders : thefe deputies told him, that his rendezvous on 
the frontiers of Brittany had rendered him an objett of fufpicion to the court ; 

.unci they propofed to him, as the laft proof of his majefty's condecenfion, to re- 
tire to his county of Longueville in Normandy. Dunois refufed to enter into any 
explanation, and the only anfwer he would give the deputies was — " I am at 

home". 

An attempt, equally unfuccefsful, was made to allure the duke of Orleans to 

-court ; and ambafladors were fent to remonftrate with the duke of Brittany ; but 
.that prince retorted, by reproaching Madame with her intrigues to difturb his 
government, and to defpoil his daughters of their lawful inheritance. 

A. D. 1487*] Madame, meanwhile, intercepted a courier, charged with dif- 
patches, from fuch of the king's officers and counfellors of flate as had joined 
the princes, in which fhe found a complete plan of the confpiracy. In confe* 
quence of this difcovery fhe immediately iffued orders for apprehending Geoffrey 
de Pompadour, hilhop of Perigueux, and almoner to the king; George d'Am- 
boife, bi'hop of Montauban ; his brother, Bufii d'Amboife, and Philip de Corn- 
mines, the celebrated hiflorian. She had alfo taken meafures for fecuring Lewis 
d'Amboife, bifhop of Albi ; but that prelate effected his efcape to Avignon, whence 

.he afterward obtained pcrmiflion to return to France. 

Madame now perceived the extent of her danger, and concluded that her ruin 
•might be the confequence of giving her enemies lime to colleft their forces and 
fettle their plans. She, therefore, wrote to the citizens of Bourdeaux, and the 
.inhabitants of all the other towns in Guienne, exhorting them to prefift in their 
allegiance to their lawful fovereign, and warning them to be on their guard 
againft the intrigues of the governors and garriibns of the different fortreffes ; 
and, fo early as the eleventh of February, fhe paffed the Loire, and took the 
king into Poitou. Dunois expe&ed that it was the intention of the royalifts to 
:befiege him in Partenai, but he foon learnt that the king had paifed through 

Poitiers., and was dire&ing his march towards Guienne. Charles, accordingly^. 
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entered that province, which was defended by Odet d'Aidie, fenefchal of Car-- 
caftonne, brother and lieutenant to the lord of Lefcun, who advanced .with a 
fmall .body of troops to the town of Saintes, in order to oppofe the paflage of 
the royalirts over the river Charente, and to give time to the lord of Albrct and 
the count of Angoulemc to join him with the forces under their command* 
But being foiled in the attempt — from his negledk to f cure a tower which com- 
manded the bridge — he evacuated Saintes and repaired to Pons. He was loon/ 
however obliged to quit that place, and, being clofely purfued by the king's 
army, he, at length, fhut himfelf up in the fmall town of Blaye, where his 

troops revolted, and, in conjunction with the inhabitants, compelled him to 
capitulate. Reduced to the neceflity of imploring the king's clemency, he only 
demanded to be continued in his office, and to have his-falaries and penfions 



fecurcd to him; on which condition he promiled to furrender to the royalifts 

the fortrefles and caftlcs in his brother's poffeflion. The- offer was accepted, \ 



ail 
and 



Tromp< 



Reole, Saint-Sever, Dax, and the citadel of Bayonne*- He gave the govern-- 
ment of Guicnne to the -lord of Beaujeu, who being unable to refide, appointed'- 
the lord of Ca:;dah j his lieutenant. The admiralty of Guienne was united to that' 
of Fran e, aritl fho county of Comminges annexed to the crown. 
The rapid p 



panic 



of whom hafte to procure, by timely fubmiffion,. a pardon for-' their offences ; . 
the lord of Ali r u , and the king and queen of Navarre, made terms with the king ; • 
the count of Ai! ; ;ouIeme, too, forfook the confederates, and Madame,, being anx- 
ious to fecure his future attachment, promoted his marriage with Louifa of Savoy, - 
daughter to the count of Brefle, and niece — by her mothers fide — to the lord 

of Beaujeu, and the conftable de Bourbon ; from this marriage fprang Francis 
theFirft. The count of Dunois, on the approach of the royal army, evacuated 
Partenai, and fled, with precipitation, into Brittany, whither the king prepared i 
to follow him/ . 

The afcendancy which the duke of Orleans had acquired at the court of Brit- - 
tany, gave great offence to the Breton nobles*; and the marefchat de Rieux^ . 
the count of Laval, the vifcount of Rohan, and upwards of fifty other gentle- 



men. retired in 



they 



which was foon after joined by the baron d'Avaugour, the duke of Brittany's • 
natural fon. The conduft of this feditious band 7 being, properly ; refented by 
their fevereign, they facrificed the intereft of their country to the gratification of 
their private refentment, and entered into a treaty with the king of France ; by 
which it was agreed — r. That the king fhould fend an army into Brittany, not 
exceeding, four hundred lances, and four thoufand infantry ; and that, he Ihould 
prefer no claim to the duchy during the duke's life — 2. That thefe troops fhould. - 
be placed under the command of the marefchai de Rieux, or of fome one of the-- 

•ft . Hiftoirc de Eretagne, par Lobineau- 
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confederated barons, and that they fliould not lay fiege to any town, where the 

duke fhould have eftablifhed his refidence. — 3. That .-as foon as the duke of Or- 
leans, the count of Bunois, the prince of Orange, and the lord of Lefcun, 
againft whom the war fhould be direCted, fhould have evacuated Brittany the king 
fhould withdraw his troops, without requiring any recompence. Charles accepted 
thefe terms without hefitation, and without the fmalleft intention of adhering to 
them ; this was a part of his father's infamous policy, which his filler had been 
careful to inftil into his pouthfui mind. Madame had refolved to execute her 
favourite project of reducing Brittany to fubjeCtion j and the flate of Europe 
was fuch as appeared to favour her fchemes. 

Maximilian, indeed was engaged in clofe alliance with the duke of Brittany, 
and was in hopes of marrying his daughter ; but his indigence, and the feditious 
•difpofition of the Flemings, prevented him from affording that affiftance which 
was expeCted from him. The attention of Ferdinand and Ifabella was wholly 
engrofied by the conqueft of Grenada; and had they even been unoccupied, it 
was well known that the refignation of Rouffillon and Cerdagne, to which they 
had .claims, would have effectually fecured their neutrality. England, alone, was 
?both enabled by her power, and invited by her intereft, to fupport the indepen- 
dence of the Bretons. Of this Madame was aware, and to avert the ftorm which 
:fhe expeCted from that quarter, (lie fent ambafiadors to England, to congratulate 
Henry on his fuccefs in reducing his rebellious fubjeCts, and, at the fame time, 
•to make the greateft .prof effions of amity, efteem and confidence. 

The ambafladors fought to perfuade the Englifli monarch that in the contefl 
between the court of France and the duke of Brittany, the latter was the aggreffor, 
in having offered protection to the duke of Orleans, who had been guilty of 
treafonable practices : and that the war, which, on the part of France, they affirm- 
; ed was merely defenfive, would ceafe the moment that protection fliould be with- 
drawn. They farther obferved, that their matter was fenfible of the obligations: 
which Henry owed to the duke of Brittany for protecting him in the hour of 
dillsefs; but] reminded him, at the fame time, that at a more critical period 
Francis and his mxnifters had forfaken him, and reduced him to feek for refuse 
in the court of France, where he had not only experienced the moft hofpitable 
reception, but .received the affiftance which had laid the foundation of his fubfe- 
quent focceffes. For thefe reafons they hoped, that if the fituation of Henry's 
^affairs precluded the poffibility of returning the obligation to France on the 

prefent occafion, he would, at leaft, obferve a perfeCt neutrality. In order to 
strengthen this. plaufive difcourfe, they imparted to Henry, as in confidence, the 
intention- of their fovereign, fo foon as he fliould have fettled the difputes in 
Brittany, to enforce by arms his pretenfions to the kingdom of Napless a projeCt 
►which, they knew, could give no umbrage to the court of England. Henry, 
itiowever, was not to be deceived by thefe artful evafions ; but as he immagined 

that France could not fucceedin her attempts, he was induced to liften to the 
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dilates of his avarice, which rendered him averfe from all foreign enterprifes 

and diflant expeditions, however politic, and however necelTary to the future 

fafety of his dominions. He, therefore determined to try the expedient of nego- 
ciation, and gave a general anfwer to the ambaffadors, expreffive of his concern 
at a rupture between two princes, to each of whom he was under fuch effential 
obligations, and of his refolution to aft as a mediator between them. 

The French, me nwhile, had entered Brittany ; and,, befides the fdpulated 
number of troops which had been promifed to the barons, the king fent two 
other detachments into the d chy, under the command of Gilbert de Bourbon, 
count of Montpenfier, la Tremouille, and Saint- Andre*. Hoflilities were fir ft 
began by the army commanded by the Breton nobles, who took Rhedon, and 
laid fiege to Ploermel, which foon capitulated. The duke of Brittany, not- 
withflanding his age and infirmities, had placed himfelf at the- head of fix hun- 
dred lances, and fixteen thoufand infantry, with which he advanced to raife the 
fiege ; but finding the place had furrendered, he purf ;ed his rebellious barons, 
in order to bring them to a&ion. . But his principal officers, infe&ed by the 
general contagion of revolt, found means to infill a fpirit of diffention into the 
foldiers, fuch numbers of whom difbanded, that the duke was compelled to fly 
before the rebels, and fhut himfelf up in Vannes, which was immediately in- 
verted- The town being incapable of defence, the dukes of Brittany and Orleans* 
with the count of Dunois and Lefcun, mufl inevitably have fallen into the 
king's hands, but for the activity of the prince of Orange, who no fooner heard 
ef their fituation, than he left Nantes, and,, failing down the Loire, flopped at 
Croific and Guerrande, where he collected all the veffels he could find, and en- 
tered the port of Vannes in fafety. The duke of Brittany and the French 
princes immediately embarked, and made the beft of their way to Nantes, while : 
the garrifon of Vannes furrendered that town to the French... 

Nantes, the mofl confiderable town in the duchy, and the beft fortified^ was ' 
now befieged by the French army ; andDunois, who was with the duke of Brit- 
tany, entertained fuch apprehenfions for its fafety, that he refolved to ga to 

England in perfon, to folicit affi fiance from the Englifh monarch ; he accordingly 
left the town in difguife, and repaired to Saint Malo,but the prevalence of con- 
Srary winds prevented his embarkation. . This circumftance, however, which 
Duriois was induced to confider as a misfortune, proved the means of faving, 
the duchy, for it haflened the arrival of a fleet r containing a • reinfbrcemnt of 
fifteen hundred, veteran troops, which Maximilian had fent to the afiiftance of his 
ally, Dunois having, at the fame time, received information that the peafants 
of Lower Brittany, apprifed of the danger to which their fovereign was expofed 1 
hid affembled in a tumultuous manner, and. only wanted a leader to head them P - 
lie immediately offered himfelf to this formidable band, and having fele&ed te&* \ 

Lobineau.— - Jaligny.— Hift. Ludov. Anrel — Belleforet, Annates deFraoce.- 
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f houfand of the moll able and beft-armed, he joined the Germans, and returned 

in triumph to Nantes* 

While the king was engaged in the fiege of this city, Urfwic, almoner to 
Henry the Seventh, arrived as ambaffador fro in that prince. Having made known 
to Madame the purport of his journey, that able princefs accepted with alacrity 
Henry's offer of mediation, under the idea that the duke of Orleans, from a 
confcioufnefs that his ruin mult form the bafis of an accomodation, would exert 
his utmoft influence with the duke of Brittany to make him reje£l the propofal 
of the Engliih monarch. The event jultified her prudence. ' When the ambaffa- 
dor made the fame offer to the duke of Brittany, who was then confined to his 
?3edby ficknefs, he was anfwered by the duke of Orleans, in the name of Francis, 
that, in fuch a perilous conjuncture, he expedted from Henry the mod effectual 
.afliftance, rather than a fruitlefs offer of media' ion, which could not tend, in 
the f mailed: degree, to impede the progrefs of the French arms: that if Henry's 
gratitude were not fufticient to impel him to the adoption of fuch a meafure, his 
prudence, at leaft, fhould fugged to him how very important it was to England 
to prevent the annexation of the. duchy of Brittany to the crown of France- 
This, however, did not induce Henry to depart from that line of conduct which 
he had previoufly determined to purfue j and, indeed, when he found that 
the peafants of Lower. Brittany had rifen in favour of their prince, and that the 
reinforcement -introduced : mto 'Nantes by the count of Dunois, compelled the 
French to raife the fiege of that city, he was fortified in his opinion that the 
court of France would experience fuch infurmountable obftacles to the accom* 
plifhment of their objeft, as would finally oblige them to abandon their defign. 

From Nantes the French army haftened to Cliffon, a town belonging to the ba- 
ron d'Avaugour, who, enraged at the introduction of a French garrifon into a 
place where he commanded in perfon, abandoned the confederates, and returned 
to his father's court. Vitry furrendered to the French ; and the fmall town of 
Dol, in conference of arefufal to open her gates, was taken by affault, and re- 
iigned to pillage. Saint-Aubin du Cormier made a vigorous refinance, under the 
command of its brave governor, William de Rofnyvinen, who had ferved with 
,.diftin£tion in the French army, under Charles the Seventh, his fon Lewis ; and 
the deferlion of the garrifon. had left this gallant ve'eran with only forty or fifty 
men, with which trifling force, he fjiccefsfully oppofed, for -fever al days, the ut- 
moft exertions of an army of fourteen thoufand combitants. He had expreffed 
his determination rather to bury himfelf beneath the ruins of the town, than to 
furrender it to the. enemy ; but the ear neft entreaties of his friends, .and his gene- 
rous concern for the few brave men who had remained attached to his fortunes, at 
length induced him tG break the rafh refolution, and to propofe terms of capitu- 
lation, .which were immediately accepted. The honours paid him by the French, 
who admired his courage, rendered him an objett of fufpicion to the court of 

iBrittany,, who feized his eltates, plundered his houfe^ and deprived him ;f his 
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places. A fubject lefs faithful might have been led to revolt, by fuch an a& of 
injuftice; but in the mind of Rofnyvinen, honour always rofe fuperior to refeiit- 
ment. He immediately repaired to Nantes* where' he procured an audience of his 
fovereign, to whom he 'reprefented, with manly firmnefs, that four of his ne- 
phews, the only fupport of his houfe, had loft their lives in the fervice of their 
prince ; that his brother, who had married the rich heirefs of Vaucouleurs, had 
alfo perifhed i>) the field of battle ;.,that, for his own part, ever fince he had 
been able to mount his horfe, he had never failed in his duty. to his country ; that 
he had been prefent at every battle which had been fought in Brittany, and al- 
though, when his country was at peace, he had entered into the fervice of France* 
and had acquired fome reputation in the wars of Charles the Seventh, and Lewis 
l the. Eleventh, he had, whenever war was declared between the' kings of France 
and the dukes of Brittany, without hefitation refigned his places,- and reje&ed the 
mod tempting offers, in order to fly to the affiftance of his country j that he had 
not only ferved her with his fword, but had been fo fortunate as to aflift his maf- 
ters with his purfe in times of neceflity ; that the duke muft recoiled that when 
Guerche was taken by the French, he had lent him two thoufand crovvns ; and 
that he had alfo lent two thoufand more to the count of Dunois, to enable him to 
.fubfift the troops which he was conducting to the relief of Nantes ; and he, laltly r 
explained his conduft at Saint- Aubin du Cormier, and juftilied himfelf fo com- 
pletely, that the duke, detefting the perfidy of his enemies, and condemning his 
own weaknefs, in having liftened to their fuggeftions, immediately ordered his 
property to be reftored, and, being unable, at that time, to indemnify him" fully 
for the loffes he had fuftained, appointed him to be one of his mattres d'hotel. 

Various towns and fortreffes were now taken and retaken "by the two armies 5 
while Maximilian fent a frefli reinforcement to his ally. The duke was fo well 
pleafcd at this new proof of his friend (hip, that he immediately wrote to the king 
of the Romans, telling him that if he could, within a certain time, repair in 
perfon to Brittany, with an army fufficiently ftrong to expel the French from thl 
'-duchy, his daughter fhould marry him without delay, and he would make the 
.ftates take an oath of allegiance to him. But Maximilian was unfortunately in a 
■ fituation which rendered it impoffible for him to profit by this propoial. 

The marefchal Defquerdes, who commanded the French forces in the Nether- 
Vljjnds, had taken the towns of Saint- Omer and Terouenne, the former by furprife^ 
the latter by the perfidy of one of the inhabitants*. He had alfo, by an aft of 
treachery, dignified, by the cruel policy of war, with the appellation of ftrata- 
gem, feduced a body of Germans into an ambufcade, in whjfch moft of them 
.perifhed by the fword. Weakened, by thefe repeated -lofles, it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty that Maximilian had been:able to lend a fmall reinforcement to the 
duke of Brittany 9 and fo far from being able to join him with a powerful army s 
.•foe flood in need of afliftance -himfelf. 

*■ Heater, rer. Belgtc— Haraeus, Annal. Brabant. —Jaligny, 
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Charles, by this time, found himfelf in pofleffion of the towns of Ancenis, 

Cliffon, Chateaubient, Guerche, Vitre, Dol, Saint-Aubin, Ploermel, Vannes,.. 
and Aurai*, and, as thefeafon was far advanced, he diftributed his troops in the: 
different places he had reduced, and returned to France. 

The duke of Orleans, and the other confederates, now plainly perceived, that, 
unlefs they could fucceed in promoting unanimity among the Breton nobles, and 
in procuring more powerful affi fiance than they had hitherto been able to obtaiiv 
their ruin was inevitable. In order, therefore, to remove thofe prejudices, whiclv 
the people of Brittany, who imputed to them all the misfortunes of their coun- 
try, had been Ted to encourage, they gave it out, that as they had only come to 
Britany on the invitation of the duke, their ally, and in the view to defend him r 
they were ready to leave the duchy, if the king would engage to let him live in 
peace, and to reftbre all the places which he had unjuftly taken from him : and 
to prove their fincerky, they demanded a fafe conduft of Charles for the lord of 
Lefcun, whom they appointed to fettle the conditions of their return. This no- 
bleman accordingly repaired to Pont a PArche, in Normandy (where the court 

then refideci). accompanied by Dubois, an officer in the houihold of tht\ marefchal 
de Rieux, who had been prevailed on by Lefcun. to forfake the affociated barons of 

Brittany, in cafe the king fhouid refufe. to comply with the demands, of the 
princesv 

As Lefcun was aware of the improbabily of concluding, in the prefent ftatc of 
affairs, the accommodation he was fent to negociate, he only dwelt, in his fpeech 
to the French- council, on thofe circumftances which he knew would mod offend! 
Madame : he expatiated on theabufes which prevailed in the government, on the 
infraction of the articles accorded by the ftates of Tours, and on the unjuft per- 
fection of the duke of Orleans- No anfwer was made to his propofals ; he had 
been heard with' indignation, and was difmiffed with contempt. Dubois next 
fpoke, in the name of the marefchal. de Rieux ; he accufed the king of having 

broken the two firfl articles of the treaty of Chateaubrient, as- well by fending into- 

Brittany a greater number of troops than had been agreed on, as by forming the: 
fiege of Nantes, where the duke refided :: he expreffed his hop s,. however,, that' 
his majefty would fulfil the third* article, by immediately evacuating the duchy 5< 
and by reftoring the places he had taken from the duke, fince the princes of the. 
blood,, againft whom alone the war had been dire&ed 7 offered to leave Brittany/, 
on condition only that they fhouid be fuffered to live at peace. .. Madame, . at fitft, 
attempted to feparate the caufe of the marefchal fromthat of the princes, and foe 
continued, for fome time, to elude the. demand of his, envoy ; but Dubois, aware 
of the artifice, infilled, with bacoming firmnefs, on a direft and pofitive anfwei 
When Madame, , refolved- to facrifice juftice to policy, told him that the kirig 

would fufier no man to interfere .in. his. affairs,, and that he had advanced too far.tQ 
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As foon as the marefchal de Rieux was apprifed of this anfvrer, he difmiffed all 

>the French who were then at Ancenis, where he redded, and exaSed a freih oatli 
of allegiance to the duke of Brittany, from the remainder of the garrifon, and 
•the inhabitants of the town ; and repaired to Chateauhrient, which belonged to 

his fon-in-law, the lord of Montafilant. Having gained accefs to that town, with 
a fmall body of troops, he entered the caftle, where feveral of the confederated 
barons were at fupper, and thus addreffed the company : — cc Gentlemen, you all 
know what were the conditions of the treaty wc figned in this very place, with the 
French: they have all been violated. I have complained of this infidelity; my 
remonftrances have given offence, and the French no longer make a fecret of their 
intention to fubdue Brittany, and to treat it as a conquered country. It is now 
time to Ihew vho we are. This place is already in the power of the duke, our 
mailer ; but as I gained admiffion as a friend, I do not mean to offer violence to 
any man's inclinations ; fuch as chufe to return to their duty, may remain here 
and rely on my friend (hip ; while thofe who had rather perfift in their alliance 
with France, are at liberty to leave the town with their arms and baggage/' — The 

lord of Montafilant, and many of his friends, immediately chofe the former, and 
renewed ;heir oaths of allegiance to the duke of Brittany, while fome few of the 
barons profited by the permiffion to depart. 

A. P. 1^88.3 During thefe tranfa&ions, Maximilian was reduced to the moft 
wretched fituation ; Defquerdes, having fuccefsfuliy exerted the deteftable policy of 
exciting an infurre&ion in an enemy's country, the inhapitants of Ghent, ever 
ripe for fedition, hadihakenoff the authority of their lawful fovereign, re-eftabifh- 
ed the democratic^ form of government, and placed themfelves under the protec- 
tion of France. The king of the Romans, on the firft news of his event, haften« 
ed to Bruges, where the citizens, tainted with the fame fpirit of revolt, flew to arms, 
and compelled the prince, who was but flightly attended, to (hut himfelf up in his 
palace.' The brave Salazar, who had accompanied him, propofed to force a paf- 
fage through the feditious rabble, but Maximilian declined an attempt which he re- 
garded as defperate ; Salazar, however, refolved to try it himfelf: accordingly, 
having clad himfelf in cemplete armour, and fixed on twelve determined men to 
accompany him, he feized an opportunity while the citizens were opening one of 
the gates of the town, to attack them fword in hand, and killing all who dared 
toiefift, he cut his way throw the mob, and effetted his efcape. After his depar- 
ture, Maximilian was treated with the greateft indignity ; he was confined a clofe 
prhfner in his palace, many of his officers were maifacred, and his own life was 
ahioft hourly in danger. The inhabitants of Ghent were no fooner informed of 
hi> fituation, than they fent to defire he might be delivered into their hands ; this, 
however, the citizens of Bruges thought proper to refufe, though they confented 
To deliver up ten of his attendants, who were conveyed to Ghent were they were 
iut to the torture. Ten of the the citizens of Ghent, who had alfo diftinguiflied 
fhemfelves by their loyalty, were invited to dine with the princibal maglftrates, 

&:hq s after regaling them in the moft fplendid manner, and loading them with ca- 



\ 

1 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



refles. introduced an executioner and feveral priefts. The unhappy guefts were im- 
mediately put to death, and their bodies having been conveyed to a church of a 
neighbouring convent, the inhuman magiftrates fent for their wives, telling them 
they were at liberty to vifit their hufbands, and to difpofe of them as they pleated* 
To fuch refinement of cruelty did thefe popular demagogues proceed ; and, in- 
deed, we have generally found, that were the people have ufurped an authorrity r 
which, though in particular cafes they may be entitled to confer, it was certainly 
never intended, they fliould exercife, they have employed it for the molt abomina- 
ble purpofes.. 

While thefe events were paffihginthe Netherlands, the king returned to Paris, 
where he held a bed of juftice, at which the confederated princes were formerly 
tried, though it was not deemed advifeable to pafs fentence on them. Thefe vio- 
lent proceedings, at length, opened the eyes, of the Englifli ' monarch, to avert 
the effe&s of whofe refentment, lord Bernard d'Aubigny, a Scotch nobleman, 
was fent to London ; and this ambaffador had orders to perfuade Henry to perfift 
in 'his offers of meditation to the. duke of Brittany. Henry, on his part, difpatch- 
ed another embaffy to Paris, confiding of Urfwic, the abbot of Abingdon, and. 
fir Richard Tonltal, who were charged with new propofals for an accommodation, 
ail of v>hich were rejected by Madame. No fuccours, meanwhile, were provided, 
for the diftrefied Bretons, Lord Woodville, uncle to the queen of Lngland, 
having alked permiffion to raife privately a body of volunteers, and tranfport 
them into Brittany, met with a refufal, which, however, proved inefficient to 
deter him. from his purpofe- Being governor of the Ifle of "Wight, he vent- 
thither, and raifed four hundred men^ whom he immeidately conduced to the 
afliftance of the Bretons; but this enterprize, proved fatal, to its projector, and 
afforded fmall relief to the unhappy duke; 

The French, meanwhile, had opened the campaign by the fiege of Chateau- - 
orient, the garrifon whereof, after an obftinate defence, was obliged to capitulate. 
The town of Ancenis, belonging to the marefchal de Rieux, was next reduced ' 
and pillaged ; the ditches were filled up, and all the fortifications demoliftied** 
At length, however, the duke of Brittany affembled an army (commanded b) the 
duke of Orleans, the prince of Orange, the marefchal de Rieux and the lord of, 

Albret) fufficiently formidable to refill the progrefs of the French, had not rhe 

generals been more anxious to lay fn ares for each other, than to fruftrate the 
defigns of the enemy.. The objedt of this army was to relieve the town of Spu- 
geres, which was then befieged by the French ; but finding it had furrendered, 
they directed their, march, towards Saint Aubin du Cormier, with the view to cairy 
that place by affault before the garrifon could be reinforced^ LaTremouille, who 
commanded the French, having gueffed their deftgn, dire&ed his march to fie - 
fame quarter, and the two armies met* unexpeftdly, at the village of Orange. It 

is generally allowed that had the Bretons attacked the French without delay, they , 

3fc Hiftoir* de Bretagne, par Lobiaeau^HifV. Ludovk, Aurelian— Belleforet, Annates de&FraiiceJ- 
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•might have obtained an eafy victory ; but the diflentions which prevailed among ft: 
their leaders made them loie the opportunity; and both fides proceeded, with 
- great deliberation, to form their plan of attack. The duke of Orleans was en- 
titled, from his rank, to have the chief command, but a report having been, 
propogated that he maintained a correfpondence with the enemy, he alighted 
from his horfe, and placed himfelf in the ranks, and his example was followed 
by the prince of Orange, and forne other French officers. The command of the 
van devolved on the marefchal de Rieux; the lord of Albret led the center 5 , 
and the rear was entr lifted to the lord of Montafilant. One of the wings was covered 
by a thick wood, and the other by the baggage. The French army was drawn 
up in two divifions, the fir ft of which was commanded by Adrian de lTiopital, 
and the fecond by La Trcmouille; a body of cavalry was placed in ambuih, un- 
der the conduft of Galiot, who had orders to profit by any confufion which 
might occur during the attion. The firft attack of the Bretons was firm and 
impetuous ; the French, unable to withftand it, gave way and retreated to fome 
diftance ; but the Bretons, in purfuing them, incautioufly opened their ranks, 
and thus afforded an opportunity to the cavalry, in which the French were 
greatly fuperior, to attack them to advantage. This opportunity was eagerly 
ieized and fuccefsfully improved : the horfe rufhed forward, overthrew the firft 
ranks, and cut their way to the center of the army ; at that critical moment, 
while the Bretons were in confufion, Galiot attacked them in flank.; the rout 
then became general ; twelve or thirteen hundred of the Bretons perifhed in the 
field ; near fix thoufand were taken pvifoners, and the reft fled with the utmoft 
precipitation. Among the flain was the young lord of Leon, fontothe vifcount 
of ilohan.; and among the prifoners were the duke of Orleans, the prince of 
Orange, and Mofen Gratia, captain of the Spanifh gmrds. Lord Woodville, 
and all the Englifh, were maflacred in cool blood, together with a body of Bre- 
tons, who had been accoutred in the garb of Englifhmen, in order to ftrike a 
•greater terror into the French, to whom the martial prowefs of that nation 
was always formidable. 

After the battle, the duke of Orleans and the prince of Orange were con- 
cluded to Saint Aubin, where Tremouille invited them, and all the 'officers who 
'had been taken with them, to fup with him. After fupper, he whifpered fome- 
■thing to one of his attendants, who, in a ihort time, introduced two friars into 
.the room. The princes, alarmed at the fight, immediately role from table, and 
remained motionlefs ; but Tremouille defired them not to be alarmed, for that 
iheir lives were fafe till the king fhould have decreed otherwife. "But/* 
- — faid he — Ci as for you, captains, who have been taken in the act of fighting 
" againft your king and country, prepare yourfelves for death, for you muft die 
" inftantly/' The princes in vain interfered in behalf of their partifans ; the 
inhuman general remained inexorable, and his fanguinary orders were immediate- 
ly executed. The duke of Orleans himfelf, after being transferred from one 

>prifon to another for fome time, was, at length, confined in the tower of Bom:* 
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ges, where he was treated with the utmoft feverity, ~being fiiut up, every night 
in an iron cage. The prince of Orange was confined in a prifon at Angers. 

By the defeat of Saint Aubin the military force of Brittany was totally broken, 
and the greateft con/ternatioii fpread throughout the duchy. La Tremouille 
haftened to Rennes, and fummoned the citizens to furrender, threatening them 
with the effects of his vengeance, fhould they prefume to refift but they treated 
his threats with contempt, and expreffed their r.efolution to defend themfelves to 
the lad extremry. He was induced, therefore, to alter his plan, and to direct 
his courfe to Dinant, which he fpeedily reduced; he then proceeded to Saint 
Malo, a place of great ftrength, but the cowardice of the garrifon rendered it an, 
eafy conqueft. 

The duke of Brittany, finding hhnfelf unable to cope with the fuperior power 
of France, was, at length, reduced to the neceffity of fuing for peace*. The pro- 
priety of noticing his application was fubmitted to the difcuflion of the French 
ceuncil ; when Madame, and her partifans, maintained that, after lb much labour 
and expence, it would be madnefs to ftop, when in fight of the goal ; that the 
imalleft delay might change the face of affairs, and render that conqueft a> 
matter of doubt, which now appeared to be certain : that care fhould be taken, 
not to give the Bretons time to recover from their confternation, and to claim the 
protection of foreign powers : and that, in all expeditions, the belt mode of en- 
hiring fuccefs was to make the mpft of a favourable opportunity, which once 
loft might never be recovered. Thefe reafons, more fpecious than folid, were 
admitted as decifive by the majority of the conncil, from a fervile deference to- 
thofe who urged them; when William de Rochefort, chancellor of France, thus 
addreffed the council cc All thofe who have fpoken before me, have endeavour- 
ed to prove that the conqueft of Brittany would be eafily accompliflied; but yet 
no one has taken the trouble to examine whether it would be juft to attempt it,, 
yet that furely is the fir ft object of confideration ! Nations of old, who had not re- 
ceived the light of the gofpel, thought the plea of convenience fufficent toauthorife 
the feizure-of any neighbouring country: but a Ghriftian prince has other rules 
of conduft. He owes an example of juftice to the reft of the world, a id he 
confiders a war, that is not founded in equity, as oppreffion.. The king, Iknow 9 . 
advances certain claims upon the duchy of Brittany, but thefe claims are ftill in- 
volved in the obfeurity of the cabinet ; they have not been fubmitted to the 1 
oenfure of the laws. Let, then, eornmiflioners — men of knowledge and in- 
tegrity — be fpeedily appointed; let the refpeftive titles be fubmitted to their in- 
fpeftion, and let a perfeft freedom of difcuflion be accorded them i if, after a. 
ftrift examination, thofe of the king {hall be deemed unjuft, or even doubtful, 
there will be no room for hefitation : the conqueft of Brittany-— were it even; 
more eafy of accornplifliment than it is reprefented — muft be renounced. This 
example of moderatioirwill do the king more honour than the mod fplendidi, 
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conqueft. If, on the contrary, they fhould be declared valid, it will then be 
proper to enforce them; the Bretons will open their eyes, and will no longer dare 
to refill a prince, who has juflice on his fide." This honcft advice was, after 
much difcuflion, adopted by the council; and, on the twenty, fir ft of Auguft, 
1488, the king concluded a treaty of peace, at Sable, with the minifters of the 
duke of Brittany, on the following conditions : 

46 1. The duke (hall difmifs from his dominions all the foreigners whom he 
has drawn thither, and he (hall fwear upon the gofpel, and upon the true crofs, 
that neither he, nor his fucceflbrs will ever invite any foreigners into Brittany, to 
aflift him with their advice or with their fword, in making war upon the king, his 
fovereign. 2. He fliall not marry the princefles, his daughters, without the know- 
ledge and confentof the king, who, on his part, declares that he will treat them 
favourably, and as his near relations. 3. The two preceding articles fhall be 
fworn to by all the nobles, ecclefiaftics,, barons and inhabitants of the principal 
towns in the duchy.; who (hall engage to pay the king, in cafe of any breach 
of this treaty, the fum of two hundred thoufand crowns of gold ; for which fum 
the principal towns in the duchy {hall be mortgaged, and particularly the 
town of Nantes. 4. The king fhall keep, until the full accompliihment of thefe 
conditions, the towns of Saint Malo, Dinaut, Fougeres, Vitre and Saint Aubin, 
and (hall put what garrifons he may think proper in thofe towns ; but he en- 
gages immediately to withdraw the garrifons from ail the other towns now in his 
polteflion, and to renounce all farther conquefts. 5. The king fhall reftore to 
the duke's daughters, or their heirs, the towns of Saint Malo and Fougeres, in 
cafe the commiffioners appointed to examine the claims of either party, fliall 
determine that his pretentions are invalid, without requiring any indemnity for 
the expences of the war $ but if the princefles fhould marry againft his will, or 
even without his confent, he fliall then keep, as his own property, all the towns 



he poffefles in Brittany 



Such were the principal articles of the treaty of Sable, which Francis fwore to 
obferve, and, a few days after, having received a fall from his horfe, he ex- 
pired at Coiron, on the ninth of September*. By his laft will, :he appointed the 
marefchal de Rieux his executor, and guardian of the two princefles, the care of 
whofe perfons he entrufted to Frances de Dinan, countefs of Laval ; he ordered 
the county of Penthievre to be reflored to the children of the lord of Albret, and 

an indemnity to be made to that nobleman himfelf for the expences he had in- 
curred during the war. He empowered the marefchal de Rieux, to whom he 
entrufted the fupreme power during the minority of his daughters, to confult, in 
all matters of difficulty, with the lord of Albret, the count of Dunois, and 
Lefcun count of Comminges. He was filent as to the marriage of the two 



princefles, that he might not violate the treaty he had juft concluded with the 
Mng ; but from the manner in which he had fettled the adminiftration, it appear^ 

^e- Hiftoire dc Bretagne, per Lobineau — Jalijjni, 
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ed impofiible for the prince fs Anne to efcape the lord of Albret, whofe interefs 
was efpoufed by. all who had authority over her. Her averfion for this noble- 
man was, indeed, well known, but this was confidered as a mutter of fuch little 
confequence by the parti s concerned, that the lord of Albret had already taken 
the neceflary fteps for procuring a difpenfation from the pope. 

Anne's firfl: care was to apprife the king of her father's death, and to requeft 
that an event fo unfortunate for Brittany might operate no change in the condi- 
tion of the treaty of Sable. But the French court had refolved to adopt a fyftem 
of perfecution hoftile to every principle of honour, generofity, or good faith ; a. 
fyftem conceived and enforced in the true fpirit of Lewis the Eleventh. Agreea- 
bly to this fyllem the young monarch replied, that he was willing to fulfil his en- 
gagements, on the following conditions. — i. That, being the lord paramount.,, 
and the aeareft relation of the two princefles, he fhould be declared their guardian,, 
and fliould have the management of their property during their minority. 2. That,, 
for the final fettlement of the difference between them and him, relative to the 
duchy of Brittany, they fliould communicate their titles to the eommiffioners,. 

who fliould affemble before the month of January, in order to examine their va- 
lidity ; and that, until their decifions fliould be known, neither Anne nor her fitter 
fliould affume the title of duchefs. 3. That conformably to the firfl article of the 
treaty of Sable' all foreigners fliould be immediately expelled from Brittany. 

Anne, without entering into any difcuflion on thefe demands, replied, that (lie 
fhould religioufly adhere to the laft treaty ; and that as one of the articles ftipu- 
lated that the three eftates of the duchy fliould fwear to obfervc it, flie had juft 
convened them for that purpofe. She then complained of the conduct of the 
French generals, who, in violation of the treaty, had continued to ravage the 
•country, and had recently made tliemfelves matters of Moncontour. The king 
promifed to. repair all damages, withdrew the garrifon of Moncontour, and deli- 
vered up the town to the Breton officers. But while he thus affefted to pay a rigid 
obfervance to his word,, on matters of little importance, in order to infpire the 
princefs with a dangerous confidence, he connived at proceedings which were 
more calculated to alarm hen 

The vifcount of Rohan, at the head of a. confiderable detachment of the 
French army,, addrefled a long manifefto to the principal towns of Lower Brittany 7 _ 
in which, after deploring the calamities of his country, he conjured all his fellow 
. citizens to unite in her defence.. He alfertedj that the king of France having ta- 
ken up arms for the purpofe of preventing the duchy, which was a fief of the 
crown, from falling into the hands of a foreigner, was ready to lay them down as 
foon as the Bretons fliould: have chofen, as a hufband for their fovereign, a prince 
on whofe fidelity they, could rely : that he had already obtained the king's confent 
for his fonto become her hufband, and that the juftice of his pretenfions had been 
acknowledged at the court of Brittany, by the marefchal de Rieux, and the coun- 
ters of Laval, whom the duke had entrufled with the fovereign authority : he. 

summoned the municipal officers to contribute to the reftoration of public traa« 



I4 8 9 J . CHARLES THE EIGHTH. ss . 

quillity, by joining him in the purfuit of his plan, and by opening to him the gates 
of their towns, 

Thefe inliciious profeflions of patriotifm, calculated to conceal the moil intereO> 
ed defigns, were treated with the contempt they deferved ; but the vifcount find- 
ing; his rhetoric fruitlefs, had recount to arms, and reduced many of the towns 
in Lower Brittany. Anne, meanwhile, perceiving that the king, regardlefs of 
his oaths and promifes, was only ftudying how to defpoii her of her inheritance, 
prudently determined to retain the foreign axiliaries which had been fentto the af- 
liftance of her father, and even employed the mod earned felicitations with" her al- 
lies to induce them to furnifh her with frefli fuccours. 

Maximilian had, by the aflzftance of his father, releafed himfelf from the hands 
of his rebellious fubjetts, who, never thelefs, flill continued to make war on him ; 
he was in Holland when he received the ambafiadors from the young duchefs of 
Brittany, who informed him of the deplorable fituation of their miltrefs, and de- 
manded a frefli fupply of troops.. Maximilian fent her all the forces he could 
fpare, and informed the ambafladors, that having received a promife of effectual 
afliflaxice from the princes of the empire, he fully intended to penetrate fo far into 

France, that Charles would be compelled to evacuate Brittany, in order to pro- 



tect his capital. 
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permit her to wait the efte&s of thefe promifes. The vifcount of Rohan, after 
reducing Breft and Concarneau, had extended his invafions to the gates of Rhe- 
don, whither Anne had retired ; but as that place was, in a manner, defencelefs, 
flie formed a defign of repairing to Nantes, which was one of the ftrongeft towns 
in the duchy, and where fhe expe&ed to find the jewels of the crown, which, in 
the prefent fcarcity of money, would have been highly acceptable to her*. She 
accordingly fent for the marefchal de Rieux and the lord of Albret to efcort hen, 
but inftead of obeying her orders, they haftened to Nantes themfelves, placed a 
ftrong garrifon in the city, and perfuaded the citizens, that Dunois and Montau- 
ban, who accompanied the duchefs, and who enjoyed a great (hare of her confi- 
dence, only wiihed to gain admiffion into the town, in order to watch for an op- 
portunity of delivering it to the French, After they had taken thefe precautions, 
they fent word to their fovereign that flie might come to Nantes, but with a retinue 

only of twelve perfons. Being informed that flie disregarded their threats, and 
was advancing towards the town, where they feared her prefence would excite an 
infurreftion of the citizens, they went to meet her at the head of a ftrong de- 
tachment, with the view to feize her perfon. As foon as Anne faw them ap- 
proaching, fhe ordered her attendants to put themfelves in a pofture of defence, 
then placing herfelf behind the count of Dunois (on the fame horfe) fhe offered 
them battle. This unexpe&ed difplay of refolutioa difconcerted the rebels ; and> 
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reign, 'immediately returned to Nantes, The next day, however, he reproached 
himfelf for having fuffered To fair an opportunity to efcape, and placing himfelf at 
the head of a ftronger detachment, he again went forth to feize the princefs. — 
Anne received him as before, but the count of Dunois, judging the party une- 
qual, advanced before the ranks, .and defired to fpeak with the marefchal. He 
promifed to conduct the duchefs to Nantes, and delivered John de Louan, a cap- 
tain in the guards of the duke of Orleans, as a hoftage for the performance of 
his promife. The life of this brave man depended on the punctuality with which 
Dunois fhould fulfil his engagement, but his fidelity rofe fuperior to the fear of 
-death. Having gained information of the meafures which had been concerted for 
fecuring the duchefs. and compelling her to bellow her hand on the lord of 
Albret, he wrote to Dunois, whom he generoufly releafed from his promife, re- 
quefting he would leave him to his fate, and only think of confulting the fafety 
.of the duchefs. Dunois availed himfelf though with reluctance, of this per- 
anifiion, and conducted the princefs to Vannes, whence fhe afterwards returned 
-to Rhedon. 

The king of England, urged by the clamours of his fubjefts, at length found 
himfelf obliged, much again ft his inclination, to adopt fome more vigorous mea- 
fures than he had hitherto purfued, for the relief of the Bretons. Rieux and 
Lefcun, who were well aware of the importance of aflbciating Henry in their de- 
signs, had caufed it to be reprefented to him, by fecret emiflaries, that Dunois and 
Montauban, who had, they faid, obtained an entire afcendency over the mind of 
the young duchefs, were paid by the French miniftry ; that, in order toeffe& her 
ruin with the greater certainty, they had led her to fufpeft the fidelity of her moffc 
faithful fubje&s, and had infpired her with difguft for the lord of Albret, who had 
facrificed every thing to her intereft : who had, moreover, well-founded claims 
to one third of Brittany ; who had been accepted by the duke for his fon-in-law : 
they reprefented that the marriage they propofed would be equally advantageous 
to England as to Brittany, fince the lord of Albret, the mod powerful nobleman 
in Gafcony, father to to the king of Navarre, allied to the king of Spain, might, 
when duke of Brittany, afford effectual afliftance to the Englifh in the recovery of - 
Guienne : that he was, in all refpects, the molt fuitableally for them, being fuffi- 
xiently powerful to render them important fervices, and yet too weak to feparate 
his intereft from theirs ; whereas Maximilian, fole heir to the vaft dominions of 
the houfe of Auftria, vetted with the imperial power, father in-law to the king of 
France, and matter of all the ports of Holland and Flanders, might, on the moft 
■trivial pretext, break with them, and attempt to deprive them of Calais. Thefe 
reafons, it may be prefumed, had but little effeCt with Henry* In the treaty 
which lie concluded with the duchefs, he had three obje&s in view : the firft was 
to fell his troops as dearly as he could ; the fecond, to exaft large fecurities for 
the funis he might expend ; and third, fo to bind down his new ally, that he might 
:foecome the arbiter of her fate, and obtain fuch power over her as to make her give 

tier hand to the lord of Albret. 
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The following were the principal articles of the treaty. 1* c: The king of En- 
land undertakes to fend fix thoufand regular troops to the affiftance of the duchefs 




of Brittany, or even more, fo that the number (hall not exceed ten thoufand, which 
troops {hall be obliged to ferve in Brittany from thefixth of January to the firft of 
November. 2. The duchefs engages to reimburfe the king of England, according 
to eftimation of commiffioners choien by the two powers, ail the expences he fhall 
incur for the embarkation, tranfport, and fupport of thefe troops, and to remit to - 
England the fum ftipulated for fuch reimbursement. 3* In order to enfure the 
validity of her engagement, the duchefs will furrender to the Englifh troops, two 
of the five followings towns, at the option of the king of England, viz. Concar- 
neau, Kennebonne, Aurai, Vonnes, and Guerrande j which two towns, with all- 
their iependencies', fiiall remain in the power of the king of England, till fuch 
time as all his expences have been defrayed. Should the duchefs fucced in re- 
taking any of the places which are now in pofieilion of the French, the king of 
England lhall be. at liberty to take them in exchange for thofe which he had be- 
fore chofen, on condition, however, that the Englith (hall. not hold at the fame 
time Bred and Concarneau. 4. The duchefs, and four of the principal nobility, one 
of whom Avail be the marefchal de Rieux, (hall fwear, in the mod folemn man-- 
ner, that fhe will not enter into any treaty, nor form any engagement, with regard 

to her marrige with any fovereign prince, or nobleman without the knowledge and 
confent of the king of England \ and that (he will even inform hinr of the ob- 
jeft of all other negociations which (lie. may open with foreign powers 

Hard as thefe conditions indifputably were, the duchefs fubferibed them without - 
any refiriction ; but fhe found that mod of them had been diftated by her 
guardian, and that her new proteftor was likely to become her principal perfe- 
cutor. She, therefore, was in no hafte to deliver up the two places fhe had- 
agreed to furrender to the Englifh, who landed, to the number of fix thoufand 
men, under the conduft of lord Willoughby of Broke. When they difembarked ? > 
they were received by fome officers who had been fent by Anne, to compliment* - 
them on their arrival, and to concert with them- the plan of operations for the 
enfuing campaign ; but neither quarters nor provifions had been provided for 
them, and they were reduced to the neceflity of encamping on the fhore, Dif- 

gufted with this reception, they difmiffed the officers with contempt, and refufed- 

to hold any commerce with them. Anne haftened to fend a new embaffy to 
Henry to excufe the bad treatment which his troops had experienced ;. fhe repre- 
fented to him, that fhe had. no longer any authority over her fubje&s : that 
Rieux, under the name of her guardian, had^ become her tyrant, and fet aa 
example to the Bretons of difobedience and revolt, that he already boafted of 
having fecuredin his intereft the principal leaders of the Englifh forces, and -that: 
it would be impoffible for his vi&im to efcape him : and that fhe well knew, from 
the bed authority, that that dangerous man fuborned the Englifh, by making: 
them believe that if the lord of Albret were duke of Brittany, he might afford- 

them' effe&ual affiftance in the recovery of Guienne: but, fhe obferved, Heiiryy 
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■was too prudent to adopt fuch vifionary plans, and to found any hopes on an 

■adventurer, baniflied and disinherited, who did not then poflefs a fingle inch of • 
land in the kingdom : and, laftly, fhe remarked that the lord of Albret had 
rendered himfelf fo odious by his unjuft perfecution, that, rather than marry 
him, Ihe would bury herfelf for ever in a cloifter. Henry, in his reply, endea- 
voured to calm her mind, by exhorting her not to give credit to every report fhe 
ihould hear, and by treating her fufpicions of the fidelity of her principal officers 

as the efiefts of a groundless terror ; but he was totally filent with regard to the 
lord of Albret ; he even fent fecret orders to his generals not to treat with 
Anne's officers, but to induce her, if poffible, to repair to their camp, herfelf, 
or, fliould they fail in that attempt, to lead their troops to Rennes, under pre- 
tence of (hewing them to her, and to endeavour, at all events, to fecure her 
-perfon.* Anne would have been unable to refill the efforts of fo many enemies 
who had confpired againft her liberty, but for the arrival, at this critical con- 
juncture, of a confiderable reinforcement of Spanifli troops, under the conduct 
of don Diego Perez de Sarmiento, and don Pedro Carilia d'Albernos. Thefe 
ihe ordered immediately to march to Rennes, and joining them to the Germans 
fne had received from Maximilian, the French attached to the duke of Orleans 
and the count of Dunois, and fuch of the Bretons as the marefchal de Rieux 
s had not been able to feduce from their duty, Xhe found herfelf in a fituation 
.to oppofe an infurmountable barrier to the violent projects of her perfecutors* 
Ferdinand, not content with having fent this body of troops to the affiftance of 
the duchefs, promifed that he would, in the courfe of the fummer, make a 
idive-rfion on the fide of the Pyreenes, which ihould compel the French to divide 
.their forces- 

The king, meanwhile, remained at Paris, pretending to be no wife concerned 
in the hoftfle attempts of the vifcount de Rohan, and waiting, for the re- 
gulation of his future conduit, the iffue of thofe intrigues by which Brittany 
was, at this time, convulfedf. When the French council found that the fac- 
tion of -the lord of Albret had acquired a fuperiority over the oppofite party, 

that Henry the Seventh had joined it, and that Rieux and Albret, befides the 
national troops under their command, had at their difpofal the fix thoufand 
Englifli, they thought that by attacking the princes they would drive her into the 
"ihares which had been laid for her by the enemies of France; that the beft way 
would be to remain 011 the defenfive, to give time to the two factions to weaken 
.each other, and -then to make ufe of the weakeft, to facilitate their triumph over 
the ftrongeft. 

For this purpofe, Madame was careful to concllitate the favour of the Roman 
pontiff, to whom d* Albret had applied for a difpenfation, by releafing two 
-prelates — the hifliops of Pui and Montauban— who had been thrown into prifon, 
ioj .maintaining a correfpondence with the duke of Orleans. Some other pen- 
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fons, who had fuffered on the fame account, were alfo releafed ; but Philip 

de Commines was treated with greater feverity. After having been confined eight 
months in an iron cage, he was delivered over to the parliament,* who pro- 
nounced a fentence of banifhment upon him — the place of his exile to -be fixed 
on by the king — and confifcatcd one-fourth of his ..property ; but Charles re- 
mitted his fine, and afterward took him into favour. 

As the capture of the duke of Orleans was openly afcribed to the jealoufy 
■and manoeuvres of the lord of Albret, the duke's par tifans had become the moft 
implacable enemies of that jaobleman. The count of Dunois, in whom the 
duchefs repofed an entire confidence, exerted the ftrong talents which he had 
received from nature, to counteract all the intrigues of Lefcun and Rieux, and 
fecretly rendered France all the fervice he could, without betraying themtrefts of 
Anne. Madame, to whom this conduft had fully reconciled him, determined 
to give him an aflociate, a&uatcd by the fame views, and fhe, accordingly, fixed 
her eyes on the prince of Orange, who was releafed from prifon, and fent, on 
fome frivolous pretext, into Brittany. 

The king had now three armies on foot; one in Brittany, a fecond in Flanders, 
and a third — under the command of the count of Angouleme and the rriarefchal 
dc Gie — deftined to cover Gafcony and Languedoc, which were threatened with 
en invafion from Ferdinand* ; and as the ordinary revenue of the ftate was in- 
Sufficient to defray the additional expences. incurred thereby, the king determined 
to exa£t a tenth of the revenues of the clergy. This refoiution was accordingly 
communicated to the parliament of Paris, who were ordered to iupport the com- 
iiiiffioners appointed to collect the impoft. That court, however, obferved, that 
as they had been inftituted for the adminiftration of jttftice, it behoved them ta 
inform his majefty that no fuch impoft could be legally levied till the clergy had 
been aflernbled., and confulted thereon. 

The king, difpleafed at their interference, fent them a fecond .meffage, forbid- 
ding them to admit any appeals with regard to the impoft, and to grant any delay 
to fuch as fliould refufe to pay. With this prohibition, however, the parliament 
pofitively refiifed to comply, and they functioned their refufal by the laws of the 
realm and the principles of the constitution. Charles, defpairing to make the 
magiftrates deviate from their duty, had recourfe to the pope, who accordingly*, 
in his own name, exadted a tenth from the clergy of France, on pretence of an 
expedition again ft the Infidels; two thirds of this import were to be paid to the 
king., and the remaining third the fovereign pontiff refer ved for himfelf. But 

the ftrenuous oppofition of the parliament, feconded by the univerfity of Paris., 

rendered the tax extremely unprodudive. 

Nothing of importance occured in Brittany during the prefent campaign ; the 
" marefchal de Rieux made an attempt to feize the chancellor de Montauban, but he 

vas defeated by . the count of Dunois, and the prince of Orange j while the EngUih, 
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feeing the duchy thus rent by contending fa&ions, became difgufted with the expe- 
dition, andhaftened to return. They had already, of their own authority, conclu- 
ded a- truce with the commander.of the French gar ifon.at Dinant, and had even open- 
ed conferences- for a peace, Annefent them what money (he could colleft, and* 
did not fail to complain to Henry, whome (he ftiled her good 'father, of the conduct 
of his officers, who, {he faid, publicly confpired the ruin of Brittany, and had fold' 
themfelves to the marefchal de Rieux*. Henry anfwered the complaints of his good' 
daughter by other complaints of her negleft to fulfil the conditions of the treaty,and. 
to provide neceflaries for his troops, and of her unjuft fufpicions of his offices, who, 
he faid, were men of the fir ft families in England,. He infinuated that fome kind 
of reparation was due to them for this infult, and he required that fhe fhould 
either pay them a vifit in their camp, or fufter them to go to Rennes, and re- 
view their troops in her prefence*. Anne immediately replied, that the Englifli 
officers, whofe fidelity he boafted of, did not even take the trouble of concealing 
their commerce, as well with the rebels as with the French that on the contrary 
they had repelled with contempt, and had aimoft infulted the officers whom fhe 
had fent to them :• that the (late of affairs did not permit her either to repair to 
the Englidi: camp, or to fufFer the troops to abfent themfelves, even for a day 5 . 
from Lower Brittany, which was expofed to the depradations of the French:— - 
" Should they dare 93 — added, the young heroine — cc to come io me, without having 

u previoufy obtained my permiJfton r I will receive them in fuch a manner that they will- 
" have little inclination io repeat their vifit" 

In the Netherlands, the arms of. Maximilian proved every where fuccefsful^. 
and' the marefchal Defquerdes was foiled in ever attempt. The diet of the empire, 
too, had been fummonedto meet at Frankfort, and, from the prefent. difpofition 
of the German princes, there could be. little doubt but that their united efforts 
would be exerted to humble the pride, and to thwart the treacherous projects, of 
France*. To avert this ftorm,. Madame fent ambaffadors into Germany, and 
though they were treated with the utmoft contempt by Maximilian himfelf, the 
terms they, propofed appeared, fo moderate, that the princes of the empire com* 
pelled him to accept them, A treaty was accordingly figned at Frankfort, by 
-which it was agreed that Maximilian and Charles fhould have an interveiw at 
Tournay, for the re-eftablifhment of that harmony and confidence, which ought 
ever to fubfift between a father and fon-in-law y that Maximilian fhould have, 
the guardianfhip of his fon Philip, that, his authority fhould be acknowledged by 
the Flemings, and r in cafe they fhould make any difficulty, on that head, the: 
king^ of France engaged to compel them to obey him.j that, as neither the king 
of the Romans, nor his fon Philip, had received the revenues of the county of: 
Flanders, the inhabitants of Ghent,. Ypres, and Bruges,, fhould" pay them am 
adequate fum, by way of indemnity - Charles engaged to reftore without delay 5., 
to the. duchefs of Brittany, all the places he had reduced fince the death, off 
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liis father, provided fhe would difmifs the Englifh troops, and promlfe never to 
-recal them. The towns of Saint-Malo, Dinaut, Fougeres, and Saint-Aubin* 
were to be fequeftered in the hands of the lord of Beaujeu (now duke of 
.Bourbon) and the prince of Orange, who &ould fwear to deliver them up to 
whichever of the two parties they Jhould be adjudged, by commifiioners ap« 
pointed for the purpofe. But while France by this treaty, which fhe never in- 
tended to obferve, endeavoured to deceive Maximilian, (he was herfelf deceived 
by that prince, on an objeft of greater importance. 

Anne, furroundcd by traitors, was apprehenfive that, in fpite of all her pre- 
cautions, fhe fhould at -length fall into the power of the lord of Albret; and, 
therefore, in order ; : liberate herfelf from perfecution to which (he was daily 
expofed, fhe informed the king of the Romans, that fhe had chofen him for her 
hufband, and placed her frte entirely in his hands. Maximilian accordingly 
fent the count of Naflau, Wolfang Polhaim, and his fecretary, Gondebaid, to 
^celebrate the marriage by proxy. The oftenfible objeft of their embafiy was 
'to enforce* an obfervance.of the treaty of Frankfort ; and as the French mi- 
.niftry were unacquainted with their fecret commiffion, Charles not only received 
'them with diftinftion, but fent two of his heralds to conduct them to RenneSe 
In that city the ceremony was performed with fuch fecrecy, that none of the 
'duchefs's attendants were apprifed of it, and the precife date of the tranfa&ion 
has not yet been difcovered, 

A. D. 1490.] As foon as the "news of the peace between France and Maxi- 
milian was received in Brittany, it occafioned the mo ft violent commotions* 
The partifans of the lord of Albret, though ignorant of the terms of the treaty, 
/did not doubt but as it had- been di&ated by Maximilian, and approved by 
the court of France, that it tended to ruin their hopes, and perhaps to pro- 
mote their deflrudion. Tbcy remonftrated with Henry on the in fill t which 
;he had fuftained from the contrafting powers, as well as from the duchefs 
herfeif, in ftipulating, without deigning to confult him, the expulfion of the 
Englifh from Brittany; and they exerted themfelves fo fuccefsfully in exciting 
the refentment of the Englifli officers, that they intercepted and cut to pieces 
.a body of Germans, whom the duchefs had fent to Guerrande. 

Anne, meanwhile, had convened the dates- general of the duchy at the town, 
-of Rhedon, to make them accept the treaty of Frankfort ; and fhe even fent 
fafe-conda&s to the principal leaders of the rebels, that they might repair thither 
in fafety. They accordingly came, but completely .armed, and with the in- 
dention of murdering the chancellor, and diffolving the afifembly, * Unable to 
perpetrate the crime, or to impede the acceptance of the treaty, they refolved, at 
leaft, to oppofe its execution. The Englifh, at the inftigation of the marefchal 
de Rieux, committed the moll deftrucHve ravages in Brittany, while the mare- 
fchal himfeif made excurfions into Poitou and Touraine. The king— — whofe 
.conduft to Anne was founded on a bafe dereli&ion of every principle of ho- 

3Houi was fecretly pleafed -at being fupplied with a pretext for refufmg t@ 
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evacuate Brittany ; and he fent a formal embaffy to the du chefs, to demand 
reparation for the hoftilities which had — in contempt of the late treaty — been 
committed in. the French territories; and to fummon her to fulfil, without 
farther delay, the fundamental article of that treaty, by expelling the Englifli 
from Brittany. The duehefs was now in a moft diftreffed fituaticn, opprefled 
by her rebellious fubjefts, and' harraiTed by an unprincipled neighbour ; whils 
her hufband, Maximilian, was at the farthefl extremity of Europe, engaged in a 
fruitlefs attempt to recover the kingdom of Hungary*. In this dilemna, fhe refol- 
ved, ifpoflible, to regain the friendfhip of the Englifli monarch; and, to ■ intereft 
him the more in her behalf, fhe renewed her proniife never to marry without his 
confent. In this. Indeed file deceived him ; but the deceit was innocent and juffc- 
fiable. The kind reception, however, which her ambaffadors experienced from 
Henry, infpired her with a greater degree of confidence ; and induced her to en~ 
truft him with the fecret of her marriage; at lead, on this fuppofition alone can 
the change which took place in the conduct of that monarch be accounted for. 
Henry difplayed the utmoft zeal in ferving the king of the Romans, and 
evinced the moft earneft defire to fecure his friendfhip. After promoting a recon- 
ciliation betwen the duehefs and the marfhal de Rieux, he lent an embafiy to 
Maximilian, who was then in Auftria, to inform him that France was guilty of 
continual violations of the treaty of Frankfort, and to exhort him to rernrn with, 
-expedition to the Netherlands, in order to concert with him the means of far 
ving Brittany. Maximilian, who was detained in another quarter by a mad 
fcheme of conqneft, which he was unable to execute, contented himfelf with fen- 
ding ambafladors to England, who figned a treaty ofrenfive and defenfive- againft 
France. Henry, at the fame time, concluded a fimilar treaty with the king cf 
Gaflile and Arragon, by which the contracting parties agreed to declare war a> 
gainffc France, and not to lay down their arms till Charles had reftored to Fer- 
dinand the counties of Rouffillon and Cerdagne, and to Henry the provinces of 
Guienne and Normandy. Henry, did not fail to publifh thefe treaties, as well 
to intimidate, the French council, as to obtain fubfidies from the Englifli 
parliament* 

It was about this time that the French miniftry received intelligence of the mar-- 
jiage of ths duehefs of Brittany with Maximilian, from their emiflaries, the count 
of Dimois and the prince of Orange, Madame apprehenfive that (he was on the 
point of lofing a province, to fecure v/hich her utmoft efforts had been exerted.,, 

affembled. the council-, who formally pronounced the marriage to be null and void 5 

and had the vanity and arrogance to fuppofe that their decifion would be final*. 
After this prepofterous ceremony, they proceeded to devife means for preventing the 
duehefs from- confummating a marriage fhe had contracted from, inclination j they 
were acquainted with the firmnefs of her mind, and they knew that, from her ear- 
Jiefl infancy, fhe could ill brook controuL By having recourfe to violence they. 
jKCuld only alienate the a£Fe£Hon of the Bretons, and difguft the princefs, who • 

iftoukl^ in that cafe^, fly to England, and arm all the princes of Europe iii her hs*- 
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of the principal nobles of 



Brittany, and to bring the young duchefs, partly by perfuafion and partly by 
force, to renounce her firft engagement, and to accept another hufband of equal 

rank, who, his pretenfions being favoured by the Bretons themfelves, might re- 

ftore peace and tranquillity to her diftra&ed country. The only perfon poffeifed of 
all thefe advantages was Charles the Eighth, who had been contra&ed to Margaret, 



Maximilian 



lion of her marriage, had been fent to Paris to be educated, and now enjoyed the 
title, of Queen of France. In a conteft between intereft and honour, princes are 
feldom at a lofs how to decide : Charles determined to facrifke his integrity to the 
gratification of his ambitious fchemes : but, as fuch a Hep could not fail to give 
umbrage to every court in Europe, it was neceffary to obferve the mod: profound 
fecrecy, that no difcovery might be made till too late for prevention*- The French 



e 



miniftry accordingly difplayed their ufual policy in the management of this deiicat 
enterprife, marked by the mod difgufting features of treachery, and calculated to 
violate every principle of good faith, decency and decorum. 

The duchefs, during the formation of this abominable plan, had fent frequent em-- 
baffics to Charles, to requeft he would conform to the treaty of Frankfort ; and 
that monarch having arranged his plan of proceedings, promiied to give her am- 
ple fatisfa&ion* After leaving ftrong garrifons in the few towns which he had re* 
ierved by the treaty, he caufed all the others to be evacuated and ordered his troops 
to retire into Normandy, while he himfelf went to vilit Dauphine. Before his de- 
parture, he fixed the time for opening the coferences between- his minifters and 
thofe of Maximilian, at the city of Tournay, which were to precede his interveiw 
with that prince. He reproached the duchefs with her negleft in not having ap- 
pointed commiffioners to attend thefe conferences ; and he fent her fafe-condu&s 
for two hundred and forty perfons, a much greater number than (he intended to 
fend, but the king wifhed thofe in whom fhe placed the greateft confidence to be 
abfent from Brittany, at the time which he had fixed for the accompIUhment of 
his projeft.. 

A. D. 1491.] The ftrong town of Nantes was iliil in pofteffionof the lord of 
Albret, who, finding his fituation defperate, refolved to employ it as the means • 
of ingratiating himfelf with the king of France, and of procuring the- reftitution- 
of his territories which that monarch had confifcated. Accordingly, having made 
his terms with the French. miniftry, he furrendered Nantes to the duke of Bour- 
bon; and Charles, fofon after, repaired thither in perfon, and exafted an bath of . 

allegiance from the inhabitants-. 



ftern 



province, and the count of Dunois and the prince of Orange, who had received 
their fecret inftru&ions from the court of France, profited by this event to found 
the difpofition of the marefchal de Rieux and the countefs of £aval y with, regard 



fchem 



king,, and they were eafily induced to favour 
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Bunois demanded, as the reward of his fervices, the rcleafe of the duke of Or- 



leans 



j 



erty. J 



forgot every fubjeft of complant which (he had received from 
prince, who had always treated her with contempt. Her prayer being reje&e.d by 
her fitter, {he dreffed herfelf in deep mourning, and, with difhevelled hair, threw 
lierfelf at the feet of her brother, and pleaded with fo much eloquence, the caufe 
of her hufband, that Charles prefled her in his arms, and exclaimed — " Be com* 
forted) my Jifter, you Jhall obtain what youfo ardently wi/h for 9 and heaven fend y on 
may never have occafwn to repent it !" 

Notwithstanding this promife, the duke*s reieafe (till fuffered great difficulties* 
'The king could not prevail on himfelf to mortify his governefs and his fitter. 
But two young noblemen of his .houfhold, Miolans and Cofle, encouraged him 
to (hake off this humiliating reftraint, .and to convince the French that they had a 



king. 

at Montric 
patched 
ders to 



He accordingly pretended to go out on a hunting-party, and having flept 
trichard, he advanced as far as the bridge of Barangon, whence he dif* 



mte 



311 his earlicft years, had evinced a lirong predilection for the duke of Orleans 
who, notwitlifianding the improper condud into which his ambition and bad ad 
vice had betrayed him, had never ceafedto eftecm the king. Pleafed at being in* 
cdebtedfor his liberty folely to the friendfhip of his fovereign, he no fooner ap- 
proached him than he alighted from his horie, and threw himfelf at his feet, while 
his feelings were too powerful for utterance- Charles repeatedly prefied him to 
.hisbofom, in treated him to forget what was paft, and being unwilling to leave his 
.company, ordered a bed to be prepared for him in his own apartment. 

When Madame was informed of this event, fhc conceived her authority was at 
an end ; flie even fufpe&ed that her brother had been prejudiced againft her, and 
•that the lofs of her influence would not be the only effeft of his refentment. She 
haftened to write him a fubmiiCve letter, in which fhe reminded him of the care 
dhe had taken of his infancy, entreated him not to iilten to the fuggeftions of her 
.enemies, and afking permiffion to give a full account of her administration. Charles 
.•endeavoured to quiet his filter's apprehenfions, by alluring her of the continuance 
.of his friendfhip, and of his unwillingnefs to attend to any reports to her preju- 
dice, which, however, he did not believe any one would be bold enough to ha- 
zard. As the king had infilled that the duke or Orleans fhould be reconciled to 
the duke of Bourbon, an interview took place between them, at whicli they not 
.only promifed to forget the paft, but fwore mutually to proteft and defend each 
.other in future, and to unite their forces for the iupport of the royal authority* 
and for the welfare of the people : they affociated in this league the count of Du- 
bois, the marefchal de Baudricourt, the bifhops of Albi and Montauban, and 

fhe lords of Miolans, Lifle 5 Bouchage and Gonnaut The duke of Orleans 
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reaped the fruits of this reconciliation; the- government of Noimiandy was con- 
ferred on' him, and he received orders to repair to that province, to adopt fuch 
meafures a3 prudence -fhouid fuggeft to him for defending it from- a threatened 
invafion of the Englifli.- 

The king of the Romans, on his return from Hungary, received an embafly 

from the duchefs of Brittany, who apprifed him of the lofs of Nantes, and of 
the danger to which ihe was expofed at Rennes. Maximilian, haftened to his 
father, who, convening a diet of the empire at Nuremberg,, obtained from the' 
princes a fupply of twelve thoufand men but the avaricious emperor pofitively 
refufed to advance him. fufficient money for the fupport of thefe troops;, and as- 
the infidious machinations of the French king had excited a frefii infurreclion in 
Flanders,, he v/as deprived of all hopes of obtaining a fupply from his Flemiflr 
fubjedts. 

While the- court of France wereftudious to provide employment for Maximilian 
in his own dominions, they laid frefh fnares for the duchefs of Brittany, who* 

was now furrounded by traitors. Her council was entirely compofed of men * 
in the intereft of France ; even her chancellor, Montauban, had withdrawn his- 
oppofition to the fchemes of Charles, On the firft mention of her marriage - 
with the king, (he broke out into- fuch. violent reproaches, fhe exhibited fuch 
ftrong fymptoms of defpair, that it was not deemed prudent to pref; it. She had* 
imbibed a ftrong prepoffeffion againft the French: nation,, particularly againft 
Charles, the author of all the calamities which, had befallen her family : fhe was 
convinced, too, that her inheritance, rather than her perfon, was the objefl of 
his purfuits, and this idea encreafed her hatred and difguft. Befides Ihe had fixed 
her afFettions on Maximilian and fhe could not, fhe -thought, give her hand to 
another, without incurring the greateft guilt, and violating the. mo ft facred en- 
gagements*- The prince of Orange, who, as her coufin-german, had been entruft-- 

ed with the negociation, informed the king,, that it would be neceflary to fupport* 
his remonftrances by the opperation of terror, and particularly to take- effectual 
meafures for preventing the duchefs from repairing to England, whither Ihe was 

refolved to fly fooner than give her hand to his majefty. Charles, whom a juft 
fenfe of honour and delicacy fhould have induced to give up all thoughts of 
woman to whom he was odious, haftened to profit by this advice; the army 
under the vifcount of Rohan feized upon Lower Brittany ; while La Tremouille,. 
with another, inverted Rennes, then the refidence of the duchefs ;•. and the king ? 
with a third,, entered Brittany on the fide of Anjou. The confirmation was 
now general there. was not a garrifon in the duchy capable of withftanding fuch 

fuperior forces ; no orders had been iflued for levying troops, and there was- 
no general to lead them, if any had been- levied- The prince of Orange, Dunois^ 
Rieux, and the other members. of the council, were fhut up with the duchefs^ 
and- availing, themfelves of the. diftreffedL fituation* to which their treacherous 
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machinations had reduced her, they told her that there was no time to be ioft $ 
and that the only alternative left her, was to become queen of France, or a dif- 

inherited princefs, and they defired fee would immediately take her choice. 

The unfortunate du chefs, affailed on all fides, and uncling no one fufficiently 
honeft to fupport her in the virtuous resolution (lie had adopted, was at length 
compelled to open the gates of the city, and ccnfent to efpoufe the man fiie hated. 
•She was accordingly taken to the caftle of Langeais hi Touraine, where the 
marriage was celebrated on the fixteenth of December, 1491 ; from thence flie 
was conducted to Saint Denis, where the ceremony of her coronation was per- 
formed. She then made her entry into Paris, amidft the acclamations of the 

.people. 

By the marriage contract, Anne, daughter and fole heirefs to the duke of 
Brittany, fince the death of her fifter, which occured the preceding year, ceded 
and transferred to the king, in cafe (he died before him, and left no children, all 
her rights to the duchy of Brittany, the county of Nantes, and all her other 
eftates and lordfhips whatfoever; and Charles, king of France, on the other 
part, in cafe he died fir ft and left no children, ceded and transferred to the 
.princefs all his rights and pretentions to the faid duchy, county and lordfhip, on 
condition that (lie fhould marry no other than the king of France, his fucceffor, 
if that monarch jhould confent to efpoufe her ; and in cafe he were already 
married, that fhe- fhould give her hand to the next heir to the crown, who fhould 
be bound to do homage for the duchy, and not alienate nor transfer any part 
of her territories, except to the king. 

A. D. 1492.] Maximilian had loft a confiderable territory which he thought 
he had acquired ; and an accompliflied princefs whom he had efpoufed. lie was 
iufuked in the perfon of his daughter Margaret, who was font back to him, after 
five had been treated, during fome years, as queen of France, Thefe co'nfidera- 
rions threw him into a mod violent rage, and he endeavoured, by the moft bitter 
invectives, to promote a general confederacy of the European powers, for an in- 
vafion of France. He reprefented the king as a ravifher, a menfter of perfidy, 
who had wantonly violated the 4 rights of nations, and the moft facred oaths. 
He maintained that the marriage which that monarch had contracted with a prin- 
cefs already married, was contrary to all laws, and that the offspring of fuch a 

connection muft be confidered as baftards, and incapable of fucceding to the 
throne. How far he was authoriied to make the laft affertion, the Roman canon- 
ifts, who, in fuch cafes, generally allowed themfelves a latitude of interpretation 
.forbidden to the hiftorian, were alone competent to decide 5 but all the other 
accufations were certainly well-founded, 

Charles, who had been unfortunately trained in a fchool for perfidy and falfe- 
hood, now fent ambaffadors to the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Low Coun- 
tries, who declared that the king their mafter, juilly offended with the king of 
the Romans and the emperor Frederic, for having accufed him of taking away 

.the princefs Margaret hi a violent manner, thought his honour was mterefted in 
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removing the fubje& of this reproach : for which reafon he had chofen another 
wife, and was ready to fend back Margaret in an honourable manner to the 
Netherlands, after having given her an education fuitable to her rank : that hi 
majefly being aware that this new arrangement would render a modification of 
fome of the articles of the treaty of Arras neceffary, would confent to fubmit 
that matter to commiflioners appointed by either party, provided that the king 
of the Romans and the archduke would previoufly renounce their alliance with 
England and Spain, on which condition he made them an offer of his friend- 
fhip. 

To this curious declaration, the chancellor Corondelet replied, in the name 
of Maximilian and his fon, that the king of France, in this tranfa&ion, had 
neither confulted what he owed to himfelf, nor what he owed to the princefs 
Margaret, to the archduke, to the king of the l\omans, and to the emperor- 
That the houfe of Auftria would refent his condutt at a proper time : that, with 
regard to the treaty of Arras, it would have become thole who had di&ated the 
terms of that treaty, to have been more pun&ual in fulfilling them : that the 
king of the Romans and the archduke beft knew what alliances they ought to 
preferve, and what to renounce, and that they had not been accuflomed to take 

the advice of the king of France on that head : that, after what had pafled, they 
cared as little for his friendfhip as his hatred. 

This proper and fpirited reply — which has been ftigmatifed by the French hif- 
torians as offenfive and ?mfplaced — was followed by the immediate difmiflion of the 
ambafladors ; and the count of NafTau was, foon after, fent to Paris, in the 
name of the archdnke, to demand his filler, and the two provinces which had 
been given as her dower. Charles replied that he would think of it at his leifure y 
though common juflice fhould have di&ated an inftant compliance with fuch a 

demand. The Flemings, and particularly the citizens of Ghent, feeling the 
greateft indignation at the affront offered to their princefs, and enraged with 

France for breaking a match which they regarded as their own work, mailacred 
Coppenole, one of the demagogues in the interefl of the French, and feveral 
of his partifans, and then fubmitted to a reconciliation with Maximilian, on 
terms much more fevere than thofe which they had rejefted the year before. 

The attention of Charles was now called to the conduft of Henry the Seventh, 
who, as well as Maximilian, had juft grounds for felf reproach, in the late im- 
portant tranfa&ion : for, though it was not poffible he fhould have forefeen that 
the affair would have terminated as it did, his negligence in leaving his moft ufeful 
ally fo long expofed to the attacks of a fuperior power, muft appear the refult of 
timid caution and narrow politics. But he was farther actuated by avarice 
and he fought the gratification of this ruling paffion. On the pretence of a 
French war, he iffued a commiffion, for levying on his people that odious fpecies 
of taxation, called a Benevolence; and the produce of this tax not proving fufficient 
for his purpofe, he fummoned a parliament, in the hope of enriching himfelf 
liill farther by the prejudices and paffions of the members, and, having expatiated 

Vol. Ill, I 
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on thefe perfuanve topics, he concluded by demanding a fupply adequate to the 
magnitude of the enterprife. 

The parliament fell into the fnare prepared for them by the Icing, and granted 

him two fifteenths ; and an aft was palled ? empowering them to fell their efiates, 
without paying the ufual fines for alienations. The Englifh nobility were now 
feized with a violent thirft for military glory: they hoped to behold their trium- 
phant banners difplayed on the walls of Paris; and to place the crown of France 
011 the head of their fovereign. Many of them mortgaged their eftates for. 
large fums, or fold off manors, that they might appear in the field with greater 
.fplendour. 

The news of thefe preparations was foon received in France ; and as the regu- 
lar companies were inefficient to protect the coafls from infult, the fcrg con- 
voked the ban and arriere ban. In the midft of thefe alarms, the queen gave, 
birth to a dauphin, who was baptized by the name of Charles Orlando ; this 
event was celebrated with great rejoicings by the Bretons, and afforded the king 
an opportunity for affembling the ftates of that province, from whom he exafted. 
a considerable contribution ; in return for which, he confirmed and extended the 
privileges of the principal towns in Brittany; and, three years after y in 1495,. 
he exempted the Bretons from the jurifdiftion of the parliament of Paris, and 
eftablifhed a fovereign court within the duchy, confifting tof two prefidents, 
and eighteen inferior judges, ten of whom were laymen, and the reft ecclefiafties,. 

Notwithstanding the threats of Henry, the council deemed it expedient to fend* 
a frefh embaffy to the court of England. The ambafladors were received by 
the Englifh miniftry, with the utmoft complacency, and if the treaty was not 
abfolutely concluded, it was, at leafl, far advanced, fmce, on their return, and 
before Henry had completed his preparations, the king gave full power 3 to the 
marefchal Defquerdes and the prefident La Vacquerie, to treat, in his name, with 
the Englifh plenipotentiaries*. All the towns, in the vicinity of Calais, were. 
itroRgly fortified, and the young adventurer, Perkin Warbec, fo celebrated in. . 
the Englilh hiftory, was allured to the court of France. Charles fent am- 
bafladors to Ferdinand, king of Arragon, promifing to reftore to that monarch- . 
the counties of Rouffillon and Cerdagne, on condition that he fhould forego his . 
alliance with Henry and Maximilian. Ferdinand accepted the propofal, and ap- . 
pointed commiffioners to regulate the terms of the treaty. 

The Englifh monarch embarked with an army of twenty-five thoufand foot,, 
and fifteen hundred horfe, and landed at Calais, on thefixth of Oftober, 14920: 
Some imagining, from the late period., at which the campaign commenced, that 
peace would foon be concluded, Henry faid — " He had come over to make an . 
" entire conqueft of France, which was not the work of one fummer. It was,. 
f € therefore, of no confequence at what feafon he began the invafion, efpecially . 

u as he had Calais ready for. winter quarters/' He initantly marched into,.. the. 4 

■ 

* 
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enemy's country, and laid fiege to Boulogne. But, notwithftanding this ap- 
pearance of hoftility, it foon appeared that he was ferious in the fecret advances 
which he had made towards a peace above three months before. In order to 
reconcile the minds of his fubje&s to this unexpe&ed event, it was contrived 
that ambafifadors fhould arrive in the Englifh camp from the Low Countries, 
with intelligence that Maximilian was wholly unable to fulfil his engagements, 
and that no affiflance mull be expe&ed from him. Thefe were foon followed 
by meflengers from Spain, who brought advice that a peace was concluded be- 
tween that kingdom and France, in which Charles had ceded the counties of 
Rouffillon and Cerdagne to Ferdinand : but Henry privately prevailed on the 
marquis of Dorfet, and twenty-three other perfons of diflin&ion, to prefent him 
a petition for agreeing to a treaty with France. The pretence was founded on the 
late feafon of the year, the difficulty of fupplying the army at Calais during the 
winter, the obftacles which daily occured to the fiege of Boulogne, and the de- 
fertion of thofe allies, whofe affiflance had been relied on. 

Thefe preparatory fteps being previoufly taken, the Englifh monarch appoin- 
ted the biftrop of Exeter, and lord Daubeney, governor of Calais, to con- 
fer atEftaple's with the French plenipotentiaries. Charles agreed to pay Henry 
feven hundred and forty- five thoufand crowns — nearly four hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling of our prefent money — partly as a reimburfement of the expences 
he had incurred in behalf of the duchefs of Brittany, and partly as arrears of the 
penfion due to Edward the fourth ; and he farther fiipulated a yearly pennon to 
Henry, and his heirs, of twenty-five thoufand crown 



s. 
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4y, but, difdaining to be in any refpeft beholden to an ally of whom he had jufl 
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About 



this time, the citizens of Arras, difgufted with the conduct of the French, took 
nn opportunity of delivering that town to the Auflrians. The marefchal Defquer- 
des, who was a moft deteftable politician, advifed the king to punifh his rebellious 
vaffal by annexing the counties of Artois and Flanders to the crown ; thus he 
wifhed to deprive the archduke of his lawful inheritance, for having defended his 
father againfthis rebellious fubje&s, and for having refifted an iniult offered to his 
lifter. Charles rejected the treacherous advice of Defquerdes, and even conclu- 
ded a treaty with Maximilian and his fon, by which he agreed to reflore Artois 
and Franche-Comte ; referving only the three towns of Hefdin, Aire and Be- 
thune, which were to be fequeftered in the hands of Defquerdes, till the arch- 
duke fliould come of age, and Toumay, Mortagne, and Saint Amand, which 
.had formerly -belonged to France. 

This peace was concluded very opportunely for Maximilian ; whofe father, the 
emperor Frederick, having died at Lintz, in the feventy- third year of his age, 
the Turks profited by the occafion to make incurfions into Croatia and Auftria. 

In the treaty Charles concluded with Ferdinand, he had exa&ed a promife, in 
jeturn for the ceffion of Rouffillon and Cerdagne, that the king- of Arragon fhould 
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oppofe no obftacle to his projected attempts upon Italy ; that he fiiould not marry 

his children, either to thole of the king of the Romans, or to the children of 
Henry ; and that he fliould form no kind of connexion, by mar? iage, with either 
of thofe princes. But Ferdinand was no fooner in poffeffion of Rouflillon,' than 
he married one of his daughters, the Infanta Catharine, to Arthur, prince 

of Wales ; and, on the death of that prince, contracted her to his brother Hen- 
ry ; another of his daughters he married to the archduke Philip, only fon to Maxi- 
milian ; and his fon efpoufed the princefs Margaret, whom Charles had fent back, 
to her father* • 

It will be neceffary to take a fhort review of the motives and origin of a war 
which forms an epoch in the hiftory of France, and occupies the greater part of 
three fuccelfive reigns. 

Charles was born with a delicate conftitution and a feeble frame ; his father had 
ftri&ly forbidden his application to any ferious ftudy ; and had contented himfelf 
with reciting to him the atchievements of thofe monarchs who had acquired the 
greateft glory in the government of France, and with attempting to make the feeds 
of emulation fhoot forth in his infant mind. As he advanced in years, he became* 
eager for inftru&ion, and having perufed with avidity the Commentaries of Casfar,, 
and the life of Charlemagne, he became enamoured of thofe warriors, and chofe 
them for his heroes. Led away by a martial ardour, and feduced by a blind pre- 
emption, he thought, that in order to equal his models, he had only to form an 
enterprife, in boldnefs and extent furpafling their own. With this view, he re- 
folved on forming the fiege of Conftantinople, and on completing the conqueft of 
the eaftern empire. Having adopted this resolution, the next objett of confider- 
ation was to find the means of tranfporting an army to the gates of that capital : 
France, at this period, had but a fmall number of trading veifels, which, in time 
of war, were equipped for hoftile purpofes : to have recourfe, as in the times of 
the former crufades, to the Venetians or other Italian ftates, was deemed dange- 
rous, as the king's perfon, and the fafety of the ft ate, muft, in that cafe, have, 
been trufted to the difcretion of foreigners ; befides, it was neceffary to fecure a 
place of retreat in cafe of misfortune. The pofleffion of the kingdom of Naples 
would, from its fituation and flouriftring towns, have procured him all the advan- 
tages he could defire 5 he therefore refolved, previous to his grand expedition, to* 
enforce his claims to that part of Italy. 

The kingdom of Naples, as well as Sicily, which was annexed to it, had been 
enjoyed, for the beft part of two centuries, by the princes of the two royal houfe& 
of Anjou. Alphonfo, king of Arragon, whofe anceftors had taken Sicily from 

* 

4f Itisfaid that this princefs, on her voyage to Spain,, whither flie was going to celebrate her 
marriage, had nearly perifhed in a ftorm ; and expecting the veffel to fink every moment, flie took, 
out a pencil, and wrote the following epitaph on herfeif— 

u Ci git Margot, ia gente demoifelle, 

u Qu 1 em deux maris,, & fi mourut pucelle." 

"Which may be thustranflated — 

Beneath this tomb, the gentle Margaret's laid,. 

"Who had two hulbands, and yet dy'd a maid. 
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the Anjevin princes, availing himfelf of the troubles which prevailed in France? 

defpoiled them alfo of the kingdom of Naples, where he eftablilhed his refidence* 
This prince, at his death, left the kingdom of Arragon, and the ifland of Sicily, 
which he had inherited from his ancestors, to his brother don Juan, father to Fer- 
dinand of Arragon ; but, with the confent of the pope, who was confidered as 
lord paramount of Naples, he bequeathed his conqueft to a natural fon, mimed 
Ferdinand, who refilled all the efforts made to difpoffefs him of that kingdom bv 
Rene of Anjou, titular king of Naples and Sicily, and his fon John, commonly 
called the duke of Calabria. The failure of thefe princes to recover the domi- 
nions of their anceftors, had proceeded from the difinclination of Lewis the Ele- 
venth to promote the elevation of any part of his family, which had led him to 
fruftrate all their plans. King Rene, having furvived his fon and grandfon, left 
all his claims to the kingdom of Naples, and the county of Provence, to his* ne« 
phew, the count of Maine, in preference to Rene, duke of Lorraine, fon to 
Yoland, his eldeft daughter. The count, dying foon after without heirs, be- 
queathed all his rights and pretenfions to Lewis the Eleventh ; and after him, to 
the dauphin Charles, and all his fuccefibrs on the throne of France. To this fe~ l 
cond will no oppofition could be formed, but the validity of the firft was flrongly 
contefted by the duke of Lorraine, who maintained that Provence and the king- 
dom of Naples, not being fubjeft to the Salic law, and having been frequently 
governed by females, belonged of right to his mother ; and that his grandfather 
had no power to annihilate the rights of nature, by a deed which had been extort- 
ed from him at an age when his faculties were impaired. The king of France pro- 
duced a family compact , and the wills of the two princes of the houfe of Anjou,. 
who had appointed their male heirs to fucceed them, to the prejudice of females* 
who were more nearly related to them. 

The duke of Lorraine was unable to cope with the king, who refolved to en- 
force his pretenfions on the firfl favourable opportunity, which fpeedily occurred,. 
The Neapolitans, difgufted with the oppreflive and tyrannical conduct of Ferdinand 
the Firft, and his fon Alphonfo, had refolved to depofe the former, and difinhe- 
rit the latter ; the nobility had taken up arms to eftedt this purpofe, but, through 
the mediation of the king of Spain, and pope Innocent the Eighth, a treaty was- 
concluded, and tranquillity reftored. But, in violation of this treaty, which 
they had ratified by the moft folemn oaths, Ferdinand and his fon invited the no« 
bility (under pretence of attending the celebration of a marriage) to the.palace> 
where they were feized and maflacred. Three only efcaped, viz- the prince, of 
Salerno, and two of his nephews, fons to the prince of Bifignano;. Thefe left 
the kingdom in difguife, and haftening to Venice, confulted the fenate, as to what 
monarch they fhould apply for affiftance. Three princes had claims to the king- 
dom of Naples ; Ferdinand, the Catholic ; the duke of Lorraine, and' Charles 
the Eighth. The fenate excluded the firfl, becaufe, being already mafter of Si- 
cily, he would, by the conqueft of Naples, become a too formidable neighbour 

to the other Italian ftate$> The duke of Lorraine^ they otter yed ; had outlived: 
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' Ills reputation, and it would be abfurd to lofe time in attempting to raife the dead* 
To the king of France neither of thefe objeftions could be oppofed, and the Nea- 
politan refugees accordingly refolyed to apply to Charles. 

The felicitations of the prince of Salerno and his nephews were flrongly fecond- 
ed by anibaffadors from Ludovico Sforza, furnamed the Moor, who governed 
Milan in the name of his nephew, John Gaileazzo, the lawful fovereign of that 
duchy; and from pope Alexander the. Sixth, a man of infamous character, who 
was raifed to the papacy, notwiihftanding he had five natural children, whom he 
publicly acknowledged, by Vanoffa, a lady of Rome. The object of thefe prin- 
ces was to check the overgrown power of the Neopolitan monarch, and of Pietro 
. deMedicis, duke of Florence, who had evinced a difpofition tooppofethe defigns 
of the ufurper (who meant to dethrone his unfufpe&ing kinfman, and feat himfelf 
on the ducal throne) and of the fovereign pontiff. 

The anibaffadors were admitted to an audience, where, by an artful harangue, 
■they influenced the military ardour of Charles, though the arguments made a very 
- different impreffion on the members of his council. Admiral de Graville reprefen- 
ted, that a war, in fuch a diflant country, where no communication could be pre- 
served with France, would be attended with immenfe expence, without much pro- 
bability of a happy iffue : that the enemies whom they propofed to attack, were 
by no means fo contemptible as the ambafladors had reprefented them ; that every 
body did juftice to the penetration, knowledge, and prudence of Ferdinand, who 
was fuppofed to have amaffed immenfe treafures during a reign of thirty-five years j 
that his fon Alphonfo enjoyed the reputation of the braved warrior and the beft gen- 
eral in Italy ; that thefe princes were allied to the king of Spain, who would never 
.tamely acquiefcein the depofition of his neareft relations, nor fuffer the French to 
eltablifh themfelves in the vicinity of Sicily ; that profeffions of the Italians were 
•not to be trufted ; nor was it to be fuppofed that they would behold the crown of 
'Naples on the head of a French king that Lewis the Eleventh, whofe political 
• knowledge no one would difpute, had conftantly reje&ed the invitations of the 
popes to carry his arms into Italy ; and that, before any engagement were contrao 
•led, it would be neceffary to fend fome prudent perfons into Italy, to found the dif- 
*pofitions of the different courts. 

Craville's opinion was adopted by the whole council j even the king himfelf 
-apeared to concur in it, and he accordingly appointed Peron de Bafchi, and fome 
other perfons diftinguiflhed for their merit, his anibaffadors to the Italian courts ; 
•but he was fecretly determined not to wait their return before he fettled his plan 
•of operations. Led away by the warmth of his imagination, Charles privately 
iigned a treaty, by which he engaged to condudt an army into Italy, fufficiently 
powerful to enfure the conqueft of Naples. Ludovico, on his fide, promifed to 
give his troops a free paffage through the duchy of Milan ; to reinforce them 
-with a body of five hundred men at arms ; to lend the king two hundred thoufand 
ducats to defray the expence of the war ; and to give him permiffion to equip, m 

,%he port of Genoa, % as many veffels as he fhould want for the expedition. 
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A. D> 1494.] On the firft report of the hoftile defigns of Charles," the king . 
of Naples fent an embafly to ; France, offering to pay homage, and an annual tri- 
bute of fifty thoufand crowns. Thefe conditions, ib anvantageous to France, were - 
reje&ed by the king, ambitious of the fame of a conqueror ; Ferdinand, doubt—- 
ful of the fidelity of his fubje&sv opprefied by years, and fenfible of the calami- - 
ties which impended over his country, was feized with an apoplexy, which termi- 
nated his exiftence, and his crown devolved on his fon, Alphonfo the Second.- 
That prince immediately prepared to detach the ibvereign pontiff from the intereft 
of the French; and, by procuring fplendid eftablilhnients for his ions, he not 
only fucceeded in that attempt, but engaged Alexander to join him in an applica- 
tion to the fultan Bajazet, requeuing his affiftance in oppoiing] the proje&ed in- 
vafion of Charles. 

Charles had fer.t the lord d'Urfe to Genoa, to make the neceflary preparations 
for the equipment of a fleet. The troops were already in motion, though Charles 
had not yet made known his defigns to the nation* The refinance he had expe- 
rienced from the council had made him dread a ftill greater oppofition from the 

parliaments, and principal towns. He was perfuaded by thole who favoured his 
paflions, to take the nation, as it were, by furprife, that the advice of the more w 
prudent part of his council might not have time to operate. He accordingly ap« 
pointed a. day for holding a grand tournament at Lyons, to which all the nobility 
of the kingdom repaired, and, in the midft of their feftivity, he propofed to them 
an immediate expedition to Italy, the glory and dangers whereof he exprefied his 
refoiution to {hare. Mod of the nobles eagerly embraced a plan, which, in their 
cooler moments, they would have re&ed ; and, that their ardour might not be ' 
fuffered to cool 



But Charles 



1, he gave orders for the troops to advance without delay, 
's inattention to bufinefs and want of forefight were : 



0 — ~ never more 



(Irongly difplayed than on this occafion, for when the army began their march, it' 
appeared that no money had been provided for their -fubfiltance*. ■■ The king was 
obliged to borrow, of a banker at Genoa, one hundred thoufand ducats, at the 
enormous intereft of fourteen thoufand ducats for four months ; and a banker at 
Milan advanced fifty thoufand more. . Thefe funis proving inefficient, even for 
the equipment of the fleet, recourfe was had to extraordinary meafures ; and by 
anticipations of the revenue, and other expedients, he raifed fufficient to begin his 



enterprife. 



The duke of Orleans. was appointed to command the fleet; and the duke of 
Bourbon was- created lieutenant-general of the kingdom, during the abfence of 
Charles. The count of Angouieme was made governor of Guienne ; Normandy 
and .Picardy were entrufted to the care of admiral Graville ; Burgundy to the 
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znarefchal de Baudricourt ; Champagne to the lord d'Orval, and Brittany to the 
baron d'Avagour, and the vifcount de Rohan.* 

After taking every neceffary precaution for the fafety of the kingdom, the 
king left Lyons, and repaired to Grenoble, where he appointed commiffioners 
for providing the troops with provifions ; and appointed the officers who were to 
command under him. The death of the marefchal Defquerdes, which occured 
at this period, proved a great lofs to Charles ; for though he had many other ex- 
perienced commanders, fuch as the count de Montpenfier ; la Tremouille ; d'Au- 
bigni ; and marefchals de Gie and de Rieux, yet had he none to whofe advice he 
paid fuch implicit refpeft. 

Charles continued his march through Dauphine to Savoy, where he experien- 
ced a magnificent reception from the duchefs-dowager, who, being informed that 
he was in want of money, and having none to advance him, lent him her jewels, 
which (he requefted he would pledge for twelve thoufand ducats. When he came 
to Cafal, the marchionefs of Montferrat was equally generous, and lent him her 
jewels alfo, towards defraying the neceffary expences of the enterprife. 

The king arrived at Aft, , in Piedmont, the place appointed for the general 
rendezvous of his army, on the ninth of September : he was here feized with 
the fmali pox, from which he recovered, after the mofl imminent danger of 
his life. The joy occafioned by the return of his health, was farther encreafed 
by the news that the duke of Orleans had obtained a vi&ory over the fleet of 
Naples, commanded by don Frederic, brother to Alphonfo : the duke himfeif 
was the bearer of this intelligence. 

Charles left Aft on the fixth of October, and purfued his victorious career 
towards Naples. Previous to his departure from Piedmont, he had an interview 

x * ' 

with Ludovxco Sforza, who left him, in a few days, to take poffeffion of Milan, 
which he feized, on the death of John Galleazzo, his nephew, though that 
prince had left an infant fon. The pope, apprifed of the approach of the French, 

lent a nuncio to the Jang, to forbid him under pain of excommunication, to fet 
foot on the territories of the church ; but Charles replied, that he had made a 

vow to vifit the tomb of Saint- Peter, and was refolved to fulfil it. 

The army prepared to pais the Appenines. It confided of the king's houf- 
hold troops, compofed of one hundred gentlemen, and four hundred archers ; 
fixteen hundred lances, each lance having fix horfes ; twelve thoufand infantry, 
half Swifs, half Gafcons, and a numerous body of volunteers: — the train of ar- 
tillery confided of one hundred and forty piecesf . 

Charles's cavalry was entirely compofed of thofe companies of Gendarmes, 
embodied by Charles the Seventh, and continued by Lewis the Eleventh; and 
his infantry, as we have before obferved, confifted partly of Swifs, hired of the 
Cantons, and partly of Gafcons, who were armed and difciplined after the 

Swifs model. 

* Chronique d'Aqiiitaine. — Fontanieu, ree. des pieces, t Guieciardini, torn* i. lib. i. p. 84. 
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The arms and dlfcipline of the Swifs were different from thofe of other Eu- 
ropean nations. During their long and violent ftruggles in defence of their 
liberties againft the houfe of Auftria, whofe armies, like thofe of other confider* 
able princes, confided chiefly of heavy-armed cavalry, the Swifs found that their 
poverty, and the fmall number of gentlemen refiding in their country, at that 
time barren and ill-cultivated, put it out of their power to bring into the field 
any body of horfe capable of facing the enemy. Neceffity compelled them to 
place all their confidence in infantry ; and, in order to render it capable of with- 
Handing the fhock of cavalry, they gave the foldiers breaft-plates and helmets as 

defenfive armour ; together with long fpears, halberts, and heavy fwords, as 
weapons of offence. They formed them into large battalions, ranged in deep 
and clofe array, fo that they could prefent, on every fide, a formidable front to 
the enemy*. 

After the army had pafTed the Appenines, Montpenfier, who commanded the 
vanguard, inverted Fivizano, the firft fortrefs in the Florentine dominions ; the 
place being carried by alfault, the whole garrifon and moft of the inhabitants, 
were put to the fword ; the Italians, who had been wholly unufed to fuch treat- 
ment, were thrown into the utmofl confirmation by this cruel mode of waging 
war. The French next approached the fmall town of Serezana, and the flrong 
fortrefs of Serezancllo, which, from their fituation, on the fummit of lofty 
rocks, and in the centre of a dry and barren country, might long have refilled 
their utrnoft efforts ; but the arrival of Pietro de Medicis in their camp, foon re- 
moved this difficulty. 

Alarmed at the rapid progrefs of the French arms, Pietro was induced to figa 
a treaty with Charles, by which he engaged immediately to deliver up to the 

French the fortrefs of Serezanello, with the towns of Serezana, Pietra- Santa, 

Fifa, and Leghorn ; and to make the Florentines advance him, by way of loan, 
the fum of two hundred thoufand ducats. The king, on his part, promifed to 
reftore the towns, as foon as he fliould have completed the redu&ion of Naples* 

The Florentines were fo incenfed with Pietro, for having figned fuch a difhonour- 
able treaty, that they declared him a traitor to the flate, and compelled him to 
take refuge in Venice. Charles paffed through Pifa, whofe inhabitants defired 
to be taken under his immediate protection, and to be confidered, thenceforth, 
as fubje&s of France, and continued his route to Florence; into which city, 
after fome hefitation on the part of the inhabitants, he obtained admiffion, and re* 
newed, with the Florentines themfelves, the very treaty which had induced them 
to expel. Pietro de Medicis. From Florence Charles marched to Sienna, where he 
was received with joy by the inhabitants, who had levelled their walls, and pulled 
down their gates, to facilitate the entrance of his troops. The pope received 
the intelligence of his fuccefs with terror j he haftily retired into the caftle of 
Saint Angelo, and commanded the gates to be thrown open to the vi&or, who* 



Vol. UL 



* Machiavel's Art of war, b. ii. c. ii. p. 451 
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took pofleflion of the city without ftriking a blow, and difpofcd of his troops in 
the different quarters of it. But Charles refilled the importunities of thofe 
cardinals, who advifed him to depofe the profligate and turbulent Alexander, and 
fill the apoftolic chair with a more holy fuccefibr. The king reje&ed their coun- 
fels, and concluded a treaty with the Roman pontiff, who folemnly granted him 
the mvefture of Naples, and delivered to him the towns of Viterbo, Terracina, 
Spoleto and Civita-Vecchia, with his fon, Cefar Borgia, cardinal of Valenza* 
as a pledge of the fincerity of his intentions. 

A. D. 1495.] Alpbonfo the Second, king of Naples, at this critical con- 
juncture, abdicated the throne, and refigned his fceptre to his fon Ferdinand the 
Second, and retired to the town of Mazara, at the fartheft extremity of Sicily, 
where he pafled the remainder of his days in a convent : Alphonfo had received 
intelligence that a powerful confederacy was forming at Venice, for the ex- 
pulfion of the French from Italy, and that Ludovico Sforza was the principal 
promoter of it; and he was afraid, that the perfonal hatred which fubfifted be- 
tween him and Ludovico might prevent that nobleman from bringing matters to 
a conclufion, till fuch time as he could be certain he had nothing to apprehend 
from him. 

Charles was at Rome when he received the news of this ftrange revolution; 
aware how eflential it was to the fuccefs of his enterprife, not to allow young 
Ferdinand time to ingratiate himfelf with the Neapolitan nobility, he began his 
march on the twenty-eighth of January, after he had remained near a month at 
Rome, he arrived the next day at Veletri. 

From Veletri, the army proceeded to inveft the fin all town of Monte Fortino, 

which was taken by aflault, and abandoned to the rage of the foldicrs. Monte 
di San Giovani was next reduced, and experienced a fimilar fate ; and this fe- 
verity, to s which the Italians were wholly unaccu Homed, fpread fuch a general 

confternation, that not another town durft refufe to open its gates. 

Ferdinand, having aflembled an army of fifty fquadrons, and fix thoufand 
Infantry, took pofleflion of the ftrong poll of San-Germano, refolved to difpute 
with the French the entrance into his dominions. He could not have chofen a 
more proper place for making a ftand ; he was protected on one fide by a 
lieep and rugged mountain, on the other by impaflible marfhes ; and his front 
was defended by the river Garigliano. Ferdinand had alfo rendered the ap- 
proach to it more difficult by cutting down a great quantity of trees, and by 
erecting batteries which commanded the road. The attempt to force this pafs 
would have been extremely dangerous, but the terror which preceded the 
French had unmanned the enemy. They no fooner perceived Lewis d'Armagnac, 
count of Guife, fon to the unfortunate duke of Nemours, advance towards them 
with three hundred lances, and two thoufand infantry, than, forgetting the 
ftrength of their poft, they fled with the utmoft precipitation. Ferdinand, in 
vain, attempted to rally his troops, he was compelled to yield to the torrent, and 
t-o fout hiinfelf up, with his cowardly followers, in the town of Capua* Here 
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he hoped to refill the attacks of the enemy, till the arrival of foreign fuccours % 
but fortune continued her perfecution, and foon deprived him of this laft re« 
fource : the news of an infure&ion at Naples, compelled him to fly to that 
capital, promifmg, however, to return to Capua the next day, but after his 
departure, Gianiacopo da Triulzi, to whom he had entrufted the command of 
the town during his abfence, furrendered it to the king. The town of Averfa, 

fituated mid-way between Capua and Naples, alfo fent a deputation to Charles- 

The capital itfelf was in commotion. 

Having difcovered, by certain fymptoms, the intention of the garrifon, which 
confided of five hundred Germans, to feize his perfon, and deliver him to the 
French, he gave up to them all the furniture and effedfcs which the caftle con- 
tained ; and while they were employed in dividing the fpoil, he efcaped by a 
private door, and embarked for the Ifle of Ifchia, about thirty miles from Naples. 
On his arrival at that place, the governor refufed to admit him into the citadel, 
unlefs he came unattended ; a propofai which the unhappy monarch thought it 
advifeable to accept; but as foon as he entered the citadel, he feized the gover- 
nor, and threw him to the ground, to the great aftonifliment of the garrifon 5 
•who, awed by this aft of resolution, fubmitted to their lawful fovereign. 

Charles, meanwhile, advanced to Averfa, where he received a deputation from 

the citizens of Naples, who fent him the keys of the town : and, on the twenty- 
firft of February, he made his triumphant entry into that capital, amidft the ac- 
clamations of the inhabitants. Thus, in the depth of winter, without money, 
and without magazines, did Charles march through Italy, and complete the re- 
duction of that fertile country. From Lyons to Naples, not a town refifted his 

arms for more than one day, and the troops did not deep in tents a fingle night. 
The whole expedition rather refembled the peaceable progrefs of a monarch 
through his own dominions, than the hoftile march of a conqueror. 

But Charles wanted prudence to fecure this conqucft ; his minifters and fa- 
vourites were fullered to act as they pleafed : and their rapacioufnefs and op- 
preflions foon difgufted the Neapolitans ; even fuch of the native nobility as had 
been forward in affiiling the progrefs of the French arms, were treated with 
siegle£t, and many others were defpoiled of their eftates and reduced to poverty. 
Thefe injuries, fharpened by repeated infults, the fubjeft of which was the im- 
potent effeminacy of the Italian troops, produced a prompt revolution in the 
fentiments of the Neapolitans, who now conceived a violent hatred to the French, 
while their averfion for the houfe of Arragon was converted into pity and re- 
morfe. — Charles, however, who, wholly abforbed in pleafure, was ignorant of 



this change, and, by a confiderable diminution of the ufual impofts, had even 
been led to believe he had fecured the affeftions of his new fubje&s, appointed 
the twelfth of May for his coronation : and that ceremony was accordingly per- 
formed, with the utmoft magnificence. 

Dazzled with fo extraordinary a blaze of glory, Charles already meditated the 
attack of Conflantinople, and the fubverfion of the Ottoman Empire j but while 

he inconsiderately wafted his time at Naples, in feftivals and triumphs, on occount 
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of his pdft fuccefles, or was fondly dreaming of future conquefts in the Eaft, a 
powerful combination was formed againft him. The firft news he received of this 
confederacy, came from Philip de Commines, whom he had fent as ambaffador 
to the republic of Venice, to require their afliftance in his projected expedition 
againft the Turks. Commines foon had occafion to perceive that the rapid pro- 
grefs of the French arms was highly difpleafing to the Venetians, and that they 
began to repent the encouragement they had given to Charles ; for which reafon 
he had advifed his mailer to accept an offer made him by Ferdinand, to hold the 
kingdom of Naples as a fief of the crown of France, and to pay tribute for the^ 
fame. But the king, intoxicated with fuccefs, reje&ed the advice of his ambaffa- 
dor. The more fortune feemed to favour an enterprife which prudence difavow« 
ed, the more did Commines tremble for the confequences. Apprifed of the de« 
iigns of the confederates — the Venetians, the kings of Arragon and Naples, the 
emperor Maximilian, and the duke of Milan — and finding all his remonftrances 
lofl upon Charles, he wrote to the duke of Orleans to fortify the town of Aft, 
where he had been detained by a violent fever ; to the duke of Bourbon, lieute- 
nant-general of the kingdom, to fend, with all poffible expedition, a ftrong rein- 
forcement of troops to Aft, which was on the point of being befieged ; and to 
the marchionefs of Montferrat, defiring her to fupply the duke of Orleans with 
all her Gendarmes, to enable him to defend himielf until the arrival of the ex* 
pe&ed fuccours from France. 

Ferdinand of Arragon engaged to fend an army into the kingdom of Naples 
commanded by one of his moft experienced generals, and to make fuch a power- 
ful diverfion on the fide of the Pyrenees, that the duke of Bourbon fhould not be 
able to fend a reinforcement of troops into Italy. The emperor agreed to fupply 
the confederates with a body of the beft troops in Germany, and to enter Cham- 
pagne with another army, provided they would furnifh him with money for the 
expedition. The duke of Milan undertook to reduce the town of Aft, and to fe- 
cure the paffage of the Alps ; and, laftly, the Venetians engaged to equip a fleet, 1 
and to pay, in conjunction with the pope and the duke of Milan, an army of 
forty thoufand men, which fhould wait for the French at the foot of the Appe- . 
nines. " The league," fays Commines, " was concluded late at night, and the 1 
next morning the fenate fent for me at an earlier hour than ufual." 

Although Commines was prepared for this news, yet ftill he was fo thunder- 
ftricken when he heard it, that, for a moment, he loft the power of utterance ; : 
but when he had recovered his furprife, he replied, with apparent tranquillity, • 
That he knew before what they had juft told him, and many more particulars 
which they had not thought proper to notice ; that he had not only apprifed the 
king of thefe circumftances, but the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon alfo, in or- 
der that they might have time to provide for the fafety of the town of Aft, which 
they -had already done. The Venetians, who pique themfelves on the fecrecy of 
their delberations, were extremely mortified at hearing this j and in order to excite 

jniftruft among the confederates, Commines added, That he had not even had 
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the merit of being the firft to inform the king of this league, fince Charles had 
already received certain advice of it both from Rome and Milan. The doge was 
now difconcerted in his turn, and wifliing to engage the ambaffador in a conver- 
fation, he began by reprefenting to him that a league, the only objeft whereof 
was to fecure the dominions of the powers who had joined it, could not poffibly 
injure the king, unlefs he had a defign to attempt the conqueft of Italy; he then 
alked him, whether he had no new propofai to make ; but Commines replied, that 
it was too late to negociate, when war was already declared. 

Commines was fo ftricken with what he had heard, and was fo buried in re- 
flection, that, turning to the fecretary, whom the fenate had appointed to conduct 
him to his refidence, he faid to him — c€ Pray, friend^ repeat what the -prince /aid 
to me, for I have forgotten every word of it : I don 9 t know what has become of my me* 

mory and my reafon [" 

Charles, though lefs alarmed than his ambaffador, at length became fenfible of 
his danger. In this critical fituation there was not a moment to lofe. If he gave 
time to the confederates to bring a ftrong body of difciplined veterans into Swit- 
zerland and Germany, and intrench them in the defiles of the Appenines, all 

was loft, and the laurels he had already reaped would only tend to augment the 
humiliation of his defeat. The only mode of efcaping was to cut his way through 
the Italian dates, while they had none but their own national troops to defend- 
them. This, indeed, appeared no eafy matter, for as he could not prevail on him- 
felf to evacuate Naples, and lofe all the fruits of his labours, he was obliged to 
leave a part of his army behind him, under the command of Gilbert de Bourbon* 
count of Montpenfier, whom he appointed his lieutenant-general in the kingdom 
of Naples. The character of this nobleman is given by Philip de Commines in a 
very few words : — He was brave, but pojfeffed of little prudence ; he never rofe till 
noon !" 

The king left Naples on the twentieth of May, 1495, with an army confifling 
of nine hundred lances, two thoufand five hundred Swifs, and fifteen hundred 
houlhold troops, amounting, in the whole, to nine thoufand four hundred men*- 
The firft enemy, through whofe dominions he had to pafs, was the pope, who^ 
confeious that he deferved no mercy from the French, withdrew from Rome, 
and wrote to Charles, informing him, that having taken care that the army fliould 
want for nothing in its paffage through the ecclefiafticai territories, he had retired 
to Orvietto, whence he would not fail to vifit the king, as foon as he fhould be 
apprised of his arrival at Viterbo. Charles paffed through Rome, but refufed to 
alight at the Vatican, where apartments had been prepared for his reception. When 
he came to Viterbo, the pope fled to Perucia ; but the king, notwithftanding the 
juft grounds for complaint which he had againft the treacherous pontiff, reftored 
to him the towns of Civita-Vecchia, Terracina, Spoleto, and Viterbo, referving 
only Oftia, which he afterwards refigned to the cardinal di San Pietro, in Vincols* 

■ 

* Commines.— G\ucciarclmi.-~Giovio, 
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All the places in the pope's dominions opened their gates to the French, except 
the fmall town of Tofcanella, which refufed them admiffion. It was, in confe- 
quence, taken by affault, and abandoned to pillage : among the prifoners, who 
had efcaped the fword, was a young girl of extraordinary beauty, who was reh. 
ferved for the king. Notwithftanding the horror and defpair which were ftrongly 
depitted on her countenance, and notwithftanding the tears which ftreamed from 
her eyes, Charles feized her in his arms, and was proceeding to commit violence 
on her perfon, when, as {he ftruggled to get loofe from him, fhe perceived the 
picture of the Virgin hanging in the room : — " In the name of her" exclaimed the 
virtuous maid, " who, by her purity deferred the honour of becoming mother to the 
Sen of God> 0 kingi fpare my honour \ " — Charles, calling his eyes on the pifture, 

reftrained his defires ; and being informed that the maid was betrothed to a young 
man of a decent family, who, with her father and mother, had alfo efcaped the 
fury of the troops, and were then prifoners in the town, he releafed them all, 
and gave the fair captive a marriage-portion of five hundred crowns of gold. 

On the arrival of Charles at Sienna, he was met by Commines, of whom he 
enquired, with a fmile, whether the proud republicans whom he had juft left, 
meant to fend any body to meet him? c< Sire," replied Commines, " they affured 
me, when I took leave of them, that it was their intention to fend forty thoufand 
men to meet your majefty." The young courtiers, who held the Italians in con- 
tempt, and were perfuaded that France was the only country for foldiers, were 
highly diverted with the ambaflador's ferious looks, and the king himfelf partook 
of their amufement. In vain did Commines expatiate on the number and quality 
oi the enemy's troops, and the {kill of their leaders ; in vain did he conjure 
Charles not to wait the arrival of the Germans, whom the emperor had promifed 
to fend into Italy ; nothing, he could fay had any effeft on the king, or could in- 
duce him to haften his march. 



Already were the combined forces of the pope, the Venetians, and the duke 
of Milan, on their march to the foot of the Appenines, where they intended to 
wait for the French. Befides this army, which confided of between thirty and 
forty thoufand men, Ludovico had raifed a fecond, compofed of feven hundred 
lances, and three thoufand foot, which he deflined for the fiege of Aft, which 
he now fummoned to fur render. But before he was in a condition to ad, the 
duke oi: Orleans had received a reinforcement from France ; and thus finding 
himfelf at the head of a' little army of three hundred lances, and two thoufand 
Swiis, befides a body of provincial troops from Dauphine, he forgot the purpofe 
for which thefe forces had been entrufted to his conduct : two Milanefe gentle- 
men, having offered to procure him admiffion into the town of Novara, where 
they had formed a confpiracy, he accepted their propofal, and made himfelf 
mafter of the place without the lofs of a man. 

Charles was at Sienna, when he received intelligence of the fir ft exploits of 
the duke of Orleans ; he immediately left that city and proceeded to Foggibonzi, 

a place belonging to the Florentines, where he received ambafladors from that 
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republic, who urged him to fulfil his engagements, by reftoring the towns which 
had been delivered to him on his march to Naples, The king promifed to 
comply with their requeft on his arrival at Pifa, whither he was followed by 
the ambafladois ; but the Pifans, Ihocked at the idea, of again fubmitting to a 

power, from whom they had experienced nothing but tyranny and opprefiion^ 
found means to intereft the Swifs in their behalf j and the whole army riun^, 
infilled that the inhabitants fnould be fullered to remain under the protection of 
the French. 

Charles, deeming it prudent to fuffer the zeal of his foldiers, in defence or 

the Pifans, to evaporate, feigned a compliance with their requeft, and fecretlr 
•promifed the Florentines to give them full fatisfa&ion on his arrival at the town 
of Aft. Though highly difp leafed at this frefli delay, they, neverthelefs, per- 
mitted two of their generals, Francifco Seceo, and Camillo Vitelli, with three 
hundred lances, and two thoufand infantry, to accompany the king, and to ferve 
with the French army, as long as they fhouid remain in Italy. 

But this reinforcement was trifling, when compared with the magnitude of the 
danger, though fo far were the king, and the young warriors of France, from 
confidering that danger, in a proper light, that the cardinal San Pietro di Vin- 
cola, having promifed, if they would give him a detachment of the French 
army, to excite an infurreftion in Genoa, obtained, againft the advice of the 
more prudent part of the council, all the troops he required — viz, one hundred 
and twenty French lances, feme companies of Italians, and five hundred crofs- 
bowmen, under the command of Philip of Savoy, count of Brefie: John de 
Polignac, count of Beaumont ; and Hugh d'Amboife. This little army advanced 
to the fuburbs of Genoa, where they waited the arrival of the French fleet, com- 
manded by Miolens, which, fince the defe&ion of Ludovico Sforza, was reduced 
to feven galleys, and four vefiels of inferior fize. Thefe were overtaken by the 
Genoefe fleet, reinforced by the pope's gallies, near Repalio, and, after a fhort 
conteft, were all captured. The troops, after this misfortune, found it iiecefiary 
to retire, by private roads, to the town of Aft, where they waited the iffue ox 
the king's expedition. 

Charles, after ftaying fix days at Pifa, paffed through Lucca, Pietra-Santa, and 
Serezana, and proceeded to Pontremoli, the fir ft place in the duchy of Milan. 
The inhabitants, having difmiffed the garrifon, opened their gates to the French., 
on condition that their lives and property (hould be fafe. In violation of this 
agreement, the Swifs, forty of whofe comrades had been killed the year before, 
in a fray with the inhabitants, drew their fwords, and, without communicating' 
their intentions to the French, maflacred the defencelefs citizens, pillaged their 
houfes, and fet fire to the town. 

A mode was pointed out to them of expiating their fault. The army being 
now arrived at the foot of the Appenines, the council were employed in de- 
liberating on the beft means of tranfporting the heavy artillery over thofe fteep 

and rugged mountains, and by roads that appeared impaflable* As no means 
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could be devifed which appeared feafible, it was propofed to leave the guns be- 
hind, after rendering them unfit for ufe ; though, at the fame time, they were 
aware, that by fo doing they would deprive the army of its principal ftrength, 
and perhaps of its only refource. In this emergency the Swifs offered, on con- 
dition that the king fhould grant them a pardon for their late offences, to drag 
the artillery themfelves over fuch places as were inacceffible to horfes. Charles 
not only confented to pardon them, but promifed never to forget fo fignal a fer- 
vice* Accordingly, the martial band prepared for the laborious talk, which La 
Tremouille was appointed to fuperintend. He was careful to place, at certain, 
diftances, refrefhments for the men, and to ftation relays of horfes and mules 
wherever thofe animals could be employed : companies of pioneers preceded the 
Swifs to break off the rugged points of the rocks, and to fill up the ravines ; 
other companies of carpenters, fmiths, aud wheelrights, accompanied the carri- 
ages, to repair, .without lofs of time, any damage they might fuftain on the 
road. La Tremouille was prefent every where, animating the workmen by his 
words and geftures. Convinced, too, that example is more perfuafive than ex- 
hortation, he carried two cannon-bails himfelf. After fuftaining incredible fa- 
tigue, the army at length reached the fummit of the mountain. But the greateft 
difficulty yet remained to be furmounted ; it now became neceffary to fupport, 
with cables from behind, thofe enormous maffes which they had fo much trouble 
to drag up, in order to prevent them from crufhing the men who were before 
them. The fatigue of this laborious operation was greatly encreafed by the ex- 
treme heat of the fun, which darting its rays from a cloudlels fky, proved al- 
moft infupportable. When La Tremouille went to falute the king after the 
bufinefs was completed, fome time paffed before Charles could recoiled him, his 
face was fo much burned. 

Meanwhile, the confederate army, under the conduft of Francefco de Gonzago, 
marquis of Mantua, had affembled in the plain beneath, to the number of five- 
and-thirty thoufand men. Had their only obje& been to cut off the king's re- 
treat to his own dominions, they would certainly have entrenched themfelves in 
the narrow paffes of the Appenines, whence it would have been impoffible to 
ciflodge them : but their fuperiority over the French army, which confided 
of between feveri and eight thoufand men, haraffed by a long and toilfome march, 
and deftitute of provifions and of money, led the confederates to conceive more 
lofty defigns : — they propofed to take the king prifoner, fo completely to furround 
the French, that not a man might efcape, and to ftrike fuch a terror into the 
jiation, that they fhould lofe all defire of re-vifiting Italy. Their fir ft defign. 

had been to fix their camp at Fornuovo, a village fituate at the foot of the 
Appenines ; - but considering that the place would be too confined for an army 
fo numerous, compofed almoft wholly of cavalry, to aft in ; afraid too, that 
if the king fhould perceive them from the fummit of the mountain, he might 
be tempted to return to Pifa, and fome other towns in Tufcany, where he had 
left garrifonsj they abandoned this poll, and pitched their camp near the abbey 
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of Ghiaruola, three miles from Fornuovo, in a fpecious plain, interfered by 
the river Taro, which, rufhing down the mountains, empties itfelf into the Po. 
The pofition of their camp was fuch, that the French could not purfue their 
march without being expofed to the fire of their atillery, nor attack it without 
croffing the Taro, the banks of which being fteep, and full of willows, would 
have thrown thrir fquadrons into diforder. The plain was fo fpacious, that the 
whole army could, with eafe, be drawn up in order of battle ; they had laid 
in a fufficient flock of provifions to fupply them for feveral months ; and, in 
fhort, all their meafures appeared to be fo well planned, that had the courage of 
the Italian troops proved equal to the Ikili and prudence of the generals, death 
or ca ptivity mull have been the inevitable fate of the French. 

The marefchal de Gie, who commanded the van of the French, had croffed 
the Appenines feveral days before the reft of the army, in order to fecure the de- 
files. On his arrival at the village of Fornuovo, he perceived the enemy's camp, 
which covered a vaft extent of ground ; and after he had difpatched a party to 
reconnoitre it, he fent a herald to the general to demand a free paffage for his 
troops, who only wifhed to return in a peacable manner to France, and who 
would pay for all the provifions they wanted. The arival of this herald threw 
the whole camp of the confederates into confufion ; they had hitherto perfuaded 
themfelves, that the report of their preparations, and the fuperiority of their 
jforces, would deter the king from attempting to crofs the Appenines. While he 
remained at Pifa, they believed that he would diftribute the greater part of his 
.troops in the different towns in Tufcany, and would embark with the reft at 
"Leghorn, in order to return to France by fea, in which -cafe there was a fleet 
flationed to intercept him ; when they received intelligence that he was marching 
towards the Appenines, they imagined that as foon as he reached the foot of the 

mountain, he would abandon his artillery and baggage, and endeavour to reach 
Montferrat by private roads, rather as a fugitive than a king; but when they 
found that a part of the army had already eftablilhed their quarters at Fornuovo, 
■the confternation became general : the refiftlefs impetuofity of the French 
troops, the fteady firmnefs of the Swifs battalions, the dreadful fire of the ar- 
tillery, all tended to ftrike a panic into the Italians ; but nothing tended to difcou- 
rage them more than the refolution of a fmall body of determined men, who 
came to meet them from the fartheft extremity of Italy, and who feemed to take 
a pleafure in braving dangers and death. Even the leaders themfelves were not 
exempt from the terror which pervaded the troops: when they came to deliberate 
on the anfwer to be given to the hearld, the two Provveditori^ whom the fenate 

4 of Venice had appointed .to alfift the marquis of Mantua with their advice, were 
of opinion, that fmce the French only alked permiflion to retire, in a peaceable 
manner, to their own country, they ought to be allowed a free paffage. 

After much difcuflion, it was at length agreed to inform the Venetian fenate 

of the demand of the French, and to wait for their orders ; but as it could not 
♦be expe&ed they would arrive in time, the herald was difmiffed without an an- 
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fwer, and forne companies of ftradiotti were feat to fcour the country, and to 

drive in the enemy's out-pofts. Thefe ftradiotti were a kind of light-horfe, com* 
pofed entirely of Greeks, levied by the Venetians in the Peloponnefus, in Italy, 

and Epirus, and by them fuccefsfu!ly employed in their wars with the Turks ; 
Commines tells us, they were very hardy, and that both men and horfes were 
accuftomed to fleep in the open air throughout the year. They had a barbarous 
mode of waging war, by cutting off the heads of their enemies; which they 
fattened to the pommel of their fad die, and carried to the Venetian Provveditori, 
who gave them a ducat for every head. - 

The marefchal de Gie was fully aware of the danger of his fituation ; and 
after having, in vain, urged the king to haften his march, he evacuated the 
village, and reared nearer to the mountains/ It was determined, that the army 
Ihould march the next morning ; that, on their arrival at the plain where the 
enemy were encamped, they fhould fire a few pieces of cannon, and if the con- 
federates did not leave their lines to attack them, they fhould purfue their road. 

Accordingly, on the fixth of July, (1495) the king, clad in complete armour, 
drew up his troops in order of battle*. The van was compofed of the flower of 
the army, and confifted of three hundred French lances, one hundred Italian lan- 
ces, three thoufand Swifs or Gafcons, and three hundred archers of the king's 
guard. The centre was entrufted to the conduct of the lord of Tremouille ; and 
there tfo: king fought in perfon, accompanied by his nine preux — viz. Mathewy 
baftard of Bourbon; Lewis of Luxembourg, count of Ligni; Lewis d'Armag- 
nac, count of Guife ; Hallewm, lord of Piennes j Bonneval ; d'Archiac ; Gal- 
liot de Genouillac j Fraxinelles ; and Barafe : the rear was commanded by the 
vifcount of Narbonne, of the houfe of Foix. The centre and the rear being too 
weak to fupport feparately, any formidable attack, marched fo near each other as 
to be ready to afford reciprocal affiftance. As no regular troops could be fpared 
to guard the baggage^ this care v/as entrufted to the workmen and followers of the 
army, who armed thmef elves with axes and long fwords, and compofed a body of 
about two thoufand men. "When the troops began to inarch, the king fent for 
Commines, and ordered him to renew the negociation : " Sire/ 5 faid Commines; 
* 6 I will do itmoft willingly, but I never faw too fuch large companies fo near to 
" each other, who parted without coming to blows/' A herald was accordingly 
fent to the Provve'ditori, and Commines repaired, not without great danger, to the 
place appointed for the conference. The confederates were already drawn up 
within their lines, in order of battle, and had difpatched fon& companies of ftra- 
diotti, to harafs the French army. While the Provveditori were confidering 
what anfwer they fhould give Commines, the French fired upon the ftradiotti, who 
had advanced too near their ranks ; upon which the French herald was immediate- 
ly dimiiTed, accompanied by another from the Marquis of Mantua, who informed 
the king that a conference would be opened, provided he would ceafe to fire.— 
This was a ftratagem adopted by the confederates merely for the purpofe of re- 
connoitring the French, that they might know where to direct their principal. 
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attack; and might likewife difcover where the king himfelf was fiaticned, and 

what diftin&ivc marks he bore, by which he might be known in the heat of the 
action. The French, not fufpc&ing this treachery, admitted the herald into the 
ranks, and did not ciifcover their error till they obferved that he examined the 
king's perfon with peculiar attention. To avert the ill elfe&s of this imprudence, 
the nine preux put on armour exaftly fimilar to that which the king wore. As 
foon as the enemy had obtained all the information they defired, they left thei 



camp, and advanced with confidence towards the French ; their troops were fo 
difpofed, that if they fucceeded in breaking the firft ranks, it would be impoffi* 
ble for a man to efcape them. The marquis of Mantua, commander in chief, 
who was alMed by his uncle, Rodolfo Gonzaga, detached a company of ftra- 
cliotti, fupported by a body of crofs-bowmen, and a company of men at arms, to 
.attack the baggage, and take pofieflion of the village of Fornuovo. The marquis 
himfelf, with fix hundred men at arms, and their archers, five thoufand infantry, 
and fifteen hundred firadiotti, croflfed the Taro behind the army, with the view 
to attack the rear, and then fall upon the centre. He left a considerable body of 
troops on the oppofite banks of the river, under the command of Antonio da 
Montefeltro, natural fon to the duke cPUrbino, who had orders to crofs the 
ftream, and take the enemy in flank, as foon he fhould receive a courier from 
Rodolfo Gonzaga. At the fame time, the count of Gaiazzo, general of the 
'Milanefe forces, croflfed the Taro in front of the French army, with four thou- 
fand men at arms, and two thoufand infantry, leaving, on the oppofite fide, An- 
* nib ale di Bentivoglis, with two hundred men at arms, who were to join him as 
foon as they fhould fee him engaged with the van of the French, commanded 

by the marefchal de Gic. Two companies of men at arms, and one thoufand 
foot, were left to guard the camp, under the conduct of the Venetian Provve- 
clitori. 

The marquis of Mantua difplayed great courage in his attack on the rear of 
the French ; which was no fooner engaged than the baflarcl of Bourbon galloped 
to the centre, and called to the king to advance. Charles accordingly hadened 
to his afliftance with the centre- divifi on : the firft fhock was dreadful: in an in- 
ftctfit the ground was covered with broken lances, and knights unhorfed. Charles 
fought in the foremoft ranks with fuch little precaution, that the enemy feized 
his horfe's bridle, and the baftard of Bourbon was made prifoner at his fide. 
In the heat of the a&ion, the French perceived that body of firadiotti which had 



.been fent to pillage ihe baggage, and feize the village of Fornuovo, returning 
.to camp with their booty ; and fifteen hundred of their comrades, whom the 
Marquis of Mantua had taken with him to attack the enemy with their fabres, 
as foon as their ranks fhould be broken by the men at arms, allured by the prof- 
f pc£t of plunder, haflened to join them. Another' accident, equally forti 



tunate 



for the French, alfo occured ; Rodolfo Gonzaga, who was to have fent orders 

'to Mont^Jtro to advance with his corps- de-referve, .was thrown from his horfe ?1 
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and cruflied to death. The Italian men at arms who accompanied the marquis, 
after they had broken their lances, and defended themfelves for a fhort time with 
their fabres, finding themfelves unfupported, fled with precipitation, and were 
purfued by the French, who put all they could overtake to the fword. The 
king ought either to have reftrained the ardour of his troops, or elfe- to have 
followed them ; but neglecting to adopt either of thefe precautions, he was left 
on the field of battle, accompanied only by his valet-de-charnbre, where he re- 
mained about a quarter of an hour at a confiderable diftance from the van of his 
army. While his troops were intent on purfuing the fugitives, he had nearly been 
taken by a company of Italian men at arms, who, having been routed at the be* 
ginning of the a&ion, had retreated to the banks of the river, whence, feeing 
the field clear, they now ventured to return. Charles defended himfelf, for a 
long time, with extreme valour, but he mult inevitably have fallen into the power 
of the enemy, but for the timely return of a part of his troops. 

While the rear was engaged, the count di Gaiazzo attacked the van, but lefs 
from the hope of defeating it than with the view to prevent it from affording any 
affiftance to the centre, againft which the principal attack was to be directed. His 
men at arms, uuable to withftand the impetuous courage of the French, and alar- 
med at the lofs of Giovanni Piccinino and Galeazzo da Coreggio, two of their* 
molt celebrated captains, took to flight ; and if the marefehal de Gie had pur- 
fued them, the viftory would have been complete j but perceiving a corps-de-re- 
ferve on the oppofite fide of the river, and ignorant as yet of what had paffed in 
the centre and rear, he prudently checked the zeal of his troops, and remained 
where he was. 

The a&ion did not laft more than an hour. The confederates loft three thou- 
sand five hundred men, among whom were many perfons of diftin£tion, while the 
lofs of the French did not amount to two hundred, and the baftard of Bourbon-^ 
and Julian de Bourgneuf, captain of the king's guards, were the only officers 
miffing. 

Charles, afraid that the enemy might be tempted to avail themfelves of the 
fcarcity of provifions which prevailed in his camp, to prevent his departure 5 
thought it prudent to decamp in the night. The confederates were not apprifed 
of his departure till the next day at noon ; and when they attempted to purfue 
him, they found the river Taro fo fwelled with the rain which had fallen the two> 
preceding days, that it was not poffible to ford it in any part. Fortune, however, 
furniflied them with a fine opportunity of revenge, if they had had but courage 
to feize it : the king, after croffing the river Trebia, left, on the oppofite fide, two 
hundred lances, a part of the Swifs, and all his artillery ; as the river was fhallow,. 
it was not fuppofed there could be any danger in thus dividing the army for the 
greater convenience of lodging. But the fame accident which had fwollen the 
waters of the Taro, occasioned a flood at the Trebia ; and, had the enemy appear- 
ed, one part of the army muft have feen the other part maifacred without the abi- 
lity to affift them. They fortunately efcaped for the fright , and after a toilfome 
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march of five days, entered the Tortonefe, when the enemy left them, and went 

to join the army which was employed in the fiege of Novara. 

The army crofted Montferrat, and, after fuftaining incredible fatigue, reached 
in fafety the town of Aft, where they found the body of troops which had been 
fent againft Genoa, and fome frefh reinforcements from France, under the com- 
mand of the prince of Grange. 

Of feven thoufand men, whom he had taken with him to Novara, two thou- 
fand had perifhed with hunger, and the reft were reduced to the laft extremity. 
It was neceffary, therefore, to wait for a reinforcement, before any attempt could 
be made with the leaft profpeft of fuccefs. Charles accordingly fent the bailiff of 
Dijon to the Swifs, while he advanced with his troops to Trino, as well for the 
greater convenience of fending convoys to Novara, as for the purpofe of vifiting 
a beautiful young woman, named Anna Solar a, at whofe father's houfe he had 
lodged on his road to Naples j and whofe afFe&ions he had then found means to 




During his flay at Trino, an officer arrived from the pope, commanding him,, 
under pain of excommunication, to leave Italy in ten days ; and to withdraw, 
within a given term, which he fpecified, all the troops which he had left in the 
kingdom of Naples, orelfe to repair to Rome in perfon, in order to give an ac- 
count of his conduft. " I am much furprifed," replied the king, " that the 
holy father, not having condefcended to wait for me at Rome, when I went thi- 
ther for the purpofe of devoutly kiffing his feet, fhould now exprefs fuch impa- 
tience to fee me there ! You will tell him, . that I think of opening myfelf a paflage 

to him once more, and that I moft urgently intreat him to have the complaifance 

to wait forme this time, that I may not perform the journey for nothing/* The 

officer, who had been extremely averfe from taking charge of fuch a commiffion, 
was very happy to find that the king made it a fubjeft for laughter. The pope's 
defire, however, to witnefs the evacuation of the kingdom of Naples by the 
French troops, was foon accompliftied. Ferdinand the Second, emerging from 
his retreat, affifted by the- Spanilh troops, under ^Gonfalvo Ernandez, funam- 
ed The Great Captain, returned again in triumph to his capital. The French, 
indeed, under the conduft of the conftable d'Aubigny, gained an ufelefs victory, 
and maintained their reputation for national valour ; the count of Montpenfier, 
furrendered Naples after an obftinate defence j and Capua, Averfa, and Otranto, 
returned to their allegiance. 

Charles received this intelligence at Trino, and though to relieve the duke of 
Orleans, was the firft objett to be accompliftied, ftill he did not negled to take 
fome fteps for the recovery of Naples : unable at this period, to fpare any troops 
for that purpofe, he concluded a treaty with the republic of Florence, which, had 
it been duly obferved, might have been productive of the greateft advantage. The 
Florentine minifters had perfifted in following the king, notwithftanding the mor- 
tifications to which they were continually expofed ; Charles, however, now deter* 

mined to give them full fatisfaftion* and a treaty was concluded* 
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The king, on his part, difpatched the moft pofitive orders to the governors, 
whom he had left in the different towns inTufcany, to reftore thofe towns, without 
delay, to the commiffioners appointed by the republic to take pofTeffion of them. 
Thefe fir ft orders never reached the place of their defoliation : the florentine am- 
baffador to whom they were entrufted, thought he might crofs the duchy of "Milan 
in fafety, as the republic were not at war with Ludovico ; but that ufurper, in vi- 
olation of the lav/ of nations, ftopped him, feized his papers, and informed the 
inhabitants of Pifa of the danger to which they were about to be expo fed, unlefs 
they would confent to receive affiftance from him. The Florentines were reduced 
to the neceflity of applying for frefti orders, which were fent, but badly executed. 
The count of Ligni fecretly advifed the governors to find feme pretext for evading 
them, promifing to juftify their conduct to the king. Saillant was the only officer 
who refufed to be concerned in this infamous manoeuvre ; he reftored the port 
and citadel of Leghorn, where he commanded, to the Florentine commiffioners.. 
Charles, apprifed of thefe infamous proceedings, ordered, as a mark of his dif- 
pleafurc, the count of Ligni's bed to be removed from his chamber, and he paffed 
a fenteuce of banifliment upon Entragues. His refentment, however, fcon fuh- 
fided; unable to fupport the abfence of his favourite, he recalled him in a fhorfc 
time, and the firft life which Ligni made of the influence he had recovered over 
his mafter, was to procure a pardon forEtragues, and all his accomplices. The 
.unhappy Florentines, who were defpoiied of their towns, and the thoufands of 
brave men who had been left in the kingdom of Naples, were the only people who 
Suffered for the king's weaknefs. 

From Trino the army advanced to Vercelli, a town which had long been annex- 
ed to the duchy of Milan .; Philip Maria Vifcontc had ceded it to the duke of Sa- 
voy, in order to detach him from a powerful league which had been formed againft 
him ; but he had exprefsly ftipulated that it fhould obferve a ftrift neutrality in 
all the wars which fhould be undertaken againft the duchy of Milan. As foon as 
he was in poffeffionof the town, he eftablifhed pofts wirhin a mile of No vara. He 
had not been long there, before a few companies of Swifs arrived with intelli- 
gence, that a large army of their countrymen might be expected in a fliort lime. 
The king, hitherto victorious, and commanding bis army in per fori, deemed it 
derogatory to his dignity to fue for an accommodation ; while the confederates, 
who acied in the name of the pope and of the emperor, and who, moreover, were 
afraid, by betraying their inquietude, of rendering the French more difficult in 
their terms, wiflied not to treat till famine and defpair had delivered the firft 
prince of the blood into their hands. Chance, however, refolved the difficulty,, 
After the death of the marchionefs of Montferrat, fome difputes arofe relative to 
the guardianlhip .of her fen, who was then a minor ; and the ftates of the coun- 
try, dreading the confequences of this divifion, obliged the competitors to chufe 
the king for their umpire. Charles being unable to take the commiflion upon him- 
felf ? fent Commines to provide for the fafety of the young prince, and to promote 

the eftablifhipeut of concords 
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This able minifter, finding at the court of Montferrat a gentleman in the fervice 
of the Marquis of Mantua, entered into converfation with him, and expreffed his 
aftonifhrnent at the infatuation of his mafter, in not perceiving that by contributing 
to the elevation of the Venetians, he was promoting his own ruin. As he found 
from the gentleman's anfwer, that the marquis himielf was ay/ are of this circum- 
fhmce, and that notwithftanding his title of generaliffimo, he would willingly ac- 
cede to any propofal for an accommodation ; Commines took upon himielf to 
write to the Venetian Proweditori, offering to renew the conferences which had 
been opened on the banks of the Taro. His propofal was accepted, and a place 
appointed for the meeting of the plenipotentiaries ; but the perfon employed, by 
thefe artful politicians, who were fmcerely defirous of peace, to make the firft 
overtures, was the mo ft improper man for the purpofe they could poffibiy have 
chofen : this was the count Albertino Bofchetto, a fubjett and intimate friend of 
the duke of Ferrara, who, having been defpoiled of a part of his dominions, by 
the Venetians, was anxious to promote their humiliation, as the only means of re- 
pairing the ioffes he had 1 villained. 

Albertino, after he had delivered his commiffion at a public audience, had a pri- 
vate interview with the king, in which he exhorted him not to grant any of the ar- 
ticles he had been fent to demand ; declaring, that the confederates trembled in 
their camp, and that, on the fir ft motion of the French army to attack them, they 
would fly with precipiiation. Commines, la Tremouille, and the prince of Orange, 
eppefed it with fuch warmth, that the king determined to fend fafe-conducts for 
the plenipotentiaries, who, on the part of the confederates, were the marquis of 
^iantua, Bernardo Contarini, and Francelco Bernardino Vifconte : and, on the 
part of the French, the prince of Orange, marefchal de Gie, the lord of Piennes, 
and Philip de Commines. The fear that the Swifs might arrive, and induce the 
king to change his mind, engaged the plenipotentiaries to accelerate their proceed- 
ings. In the very firft conference, a truce for ten days was agreed on, and per- 
million given to the duke of Orleans to leave Novara, but wholly unaccompanied^ 
and on condition that if no treaty fhouid be concluded, he fhouid return in the 
fame manner*. As the duke was to pafs through the camp of the confederates, the- 
marquis of Mantua offered himfelf as a hoftage for his fafety, and accordingly 
repaired to the French camp. The principal nobility confided in perfuading the 
garrifon of Novara to confent to this arrangement; reduced to the moft wretched 
iituation, and expofed to all the horrors of famine, they were afraid, that after 
the departure of the firft prince of the blood, they fhouid be totally negle&ed and 
forgotten. In vain did the duke promife, either to effefl: their relief in the courfe 
of three days, or return to {hare in their fate j they would not confent to his 
departure, until marefchal de Gie fent his nephew, the marquis of Rochefort, as a 
hoilage for his return. Three days after, it was agreed that the French fhouid 

march out of the place with their arms and baggage j that the defence of the-* 
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town fliould be left to the citizens ; and that only thirty French -troops fliould 
remain in the citadel, which they were to hold in the name of the duke of Or* 
leans. The wretched remains of the garrifon of Kovara, exhaufted with ficknefs, 
famine, and fatigue, accordingly retired from the fcene of their mifery, and join- 
ed their countrymen. 

During thefe tranfadtions the Swifs arrived, under the conduft of the bailiff of 

Dijon, but, inftead of eight or ten thoufand men which the king expe&ed, he 
was much furprifed at finding, that he had now under his command, including 
the Swifs whom he had brought with him from Naples, and thofe which he had juft 
received from Novara, no lefs than two-and-twenty thoufand troops of that nation e 
Their attachment to the French, and more than that, the hopes of enriching 
themfelves with the fpoils of Lombardy, had made them flock to the army in 
crouds. The king, and the chief nobility of France, were now left at the dif- 

crction of thefe mercenary troops ; the only precaution that could be adopted was 
to flaticn them at different pofts, at a difhmce from each other, and the exertion 
of great prudence was requifite to prevent them from perceiving the motive of 
fuch precaution. 

The duke of Orleans was the only perfon who exulted in the caufe of this a* 
alarm ; and his exultation proceeded from the convi&ioii that the ducal crown of 
Milan could not efcape him, if his attempts for defeating the negociations for 
peace fliould be crowned with fuccefs. Charles, in confideration of the danger 
to which the duke of Orleans was expofed, had had the generofity to forget the 
juft grounds for complaint which the duke had afforded him ; but he had no in- 
clination to expofe his life, and the fafety of his army, in purfuit of a conquefi 
of which that prince would reap all the advantages, and which might, perhaps, 
only fervc to render him more untra&able. The duke, perceiving that he could 
notfucceed by this means, had recourfe to the Swifs, whom he exhorted to infific 
on coming to a&ion, affuring them that the king would not dare to rejedl their de- 
mand. This feditious meafure came to the knowledge of the prince of Orange, 
who, forefeeing the fatal confequences to which it might lead, thought it his duty 
to inform the Icing of it. A council was accordingly aflembled, where difputes 
ran fo high, that the leaders of the different parties had nearly proceeded to blows. 
The duke of Orleans, enraged at the prince of Orange, forgot himfelf fo for as 
publicly to give him the lie. Charles, however, interpofed his authority, and 
put a flop to the quarrel. The negociations were carried on with great eagernefs 
on both fides. So long as the evacuation of Novara had been the only objett of 
difcuffion, the duke of Milan had entrufted every thing to his minifters ; but as 
foon as the conclusion of a treaty of peace became the fubjeft for debate, he at- 
tended the conferences in perfon, accompanied by his duchefs, in whom he placed 
great confidence, and whofe advice he followed on mod occafions. 

With regard to the town of Novara, no difficulty occurred ; the French agreed 
to give it up, but they demanded, in return, the abfolute fovereignty of the city 
of Genoa, which had formerly belonged to France, and the government whereof 
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Lewis the Eleventh had ceded to the dukes of Milan, on condition of paying ho- 
mage to the crown of France. It was maintained that Ludovico, by waging war 
againft his lord paramount, had forfeited his fief ; but that prince, who was en- 
deavouring to extend his domains, and who had juft fent a body of auxiliaries to 
Pifa, in order to obtain poffeffion of that town under pretence of defending it, pe- 
remptorily refufed to give up his claims to Genoa. He endeavoured to excufe his 
late conduit, by the neceffity to which he was reduced of fecuring himfelf againft 
the threats and intrigues of the duke of Orleans. Finding the French extreme- 
ly impatient to return to their own country, this treacherous prince at length con- 
sented to make all the promifes required of him ; and fo far impofed on the cre- 
dulity of the plenipotentiaries, as Jo induce them to accept fuch flender fecurity. 

The treaty was figned by the king and the duke of Milan, on the tenth of Oc- 
tober, the very day on which the conditions were fettled by the plenipotentiaries- 

The reafon of this hafte foon appeared ; for the Swifs, enraged at being difap- 
pointed in their hopes of plunder, and fecretly inftigated by the partifans of the 
duke of Orleans, aJTembled in a tumultuous manner ; when fome of the molt vi- 
olent among them propofed to feize the king, and ail the principal nobiiity, carry 
them to Switzerland, and keep them there till they fhould confent to procure their 
liberty by the payment of fuch ranfoms as the Swifs might think proper to exaft. 
Others, rejecting this perfidious advice, propofed only to infift on receiving three 
months* pay, in conformity to a treaty by which Lewis the Eleventh had engaged 
to allow them fo much whenever he (hould require them to march out of the li- 
mits of their own country. They began by feizing the bailiff of Dijon and Lor- 
-nai, and by entering, in great numbers, the town of Vercelli. The king, ap- 
prifed of their conduft, fled with # precipitation to Trino ; but as he could not 
with the fame facility take off his artillery and baggage, he was reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of compounding with the Swifs, and of giving them fecurity for the pay- 
ment of the fum they demanded. Harmony was then re-eftabli(hed, and all the 
treaties that ftibfifted between the two powers were renewed ; after which the king 
•took the road to France. 

A. E). 1496.] Ferdinand of Arragon, profiting by the abfence of the French 

droops, had affembled all his forces in the province of Rouflillon. He firft at- 
tempted to furprife the cattle of Son, which commands an entrance into, the king- 
dom of Navaire j and had hefucceeded in this attempt, it is highly probable he 
%vould have immediately taken that kingdom from Catharine of Foix, and her 
hufband, John d'Albret. Being compelled to defift from his enterprife, he made 
.an incurfion into Languedoc, and laid wafte the environs of Carcaflbnne and Nar- 
bonne. The duke of Bourbon fent to its defence all the regular troops which he 
Jiad at his difpofal, under the command of Guichard d'Albon, lord of Sainte-An- 
-dre, and la Roche- Aimon, "his lieutenants, with orders to remain on the defen- 
live, and to ftrengthen the fortifications of Narbonne, which he was fearful the 
Spaniards would attempt to fecure. Alain d* Albtet, father to the king of Na- 
varre, was ordered to convoke the tan and arriere-ban of Gafcony, and to coyer 
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that frontier : things were in this fituation when the king returned from Italy* — • 
Saint- Andre having then received a confiderable reinforcement which made his 
army amount to eighteen thaufand men, advanced into Rouffillon, took by af- 
fult, and reduced to afhes, the town of Salces (which Ferdinand had converted 
into an arfenal) almofl in fight of the Spanifh army, which, though more nu- 
merous than the French, did not dare to venture on a&ion. Ferdinand, afto- 
nifhed at the rapid progrefs of the French arms, and afraid of lofing the province 
of Rouffillon, feigned an extreme anxiety for the conclufion of a peace, and fent 
to demand a truce, that the plenipotentiaries might aflemble for the purpofe of 
bringing the treaty to a fpeedy termination. Charles, who daily received bad ac- 
counts of his troops in Italy, willingly acceeded to the proportion. 

Since his return to France, the only forces he had been able to fend to the re- 
lief of Naples were eight hundred lanfquenets, which had been leived in the do- 
minions of the duke of Gueldres. The yeflels appointed to convey them to the 
place of deftination had formed a junction with a French fleet that lay in the har- 
bour of Leghorn ; but before the arrived at Nables, they received inteligence 
that the catties had furrendered to Ferdinand. The fleet then proceeded to Gai- 
etta, were three thoufand men difembarked, with plenty of ammunition, and joi- 
ned the count of Montpenfier, who now .wanted nothing but money. This, how- 
ever, he was unable to procure, and Fereinand having received confiderable rein- 
forcements from the Venetians, followed him from place to place, and at length 
compelled him to capitulate at Aella, on condition that he fupplied him with vef- 
fels to tranfport his troops to France. A negleft, however, on the part of the 
govenors of the different towns, to comply with the orders of Montpenfier, who 
had confented to a total evacuation of the kingdom of Naples, furnifhed Ferdinand 

with a pretext for refufing to fulfil, on his part, the conditions of the cipituliition j 
the troops were, therefore, fent to the fmall ifland of Procioa, were moft of them, 
died of a contagious diforder. 

While thefe things were paffing in the kingdom of Naples, Stephen de Vefc r 
who had, fome time before, been difpatched to France by Montpenfier, exhor- 
ted the king to fend, without delay, a ftrong renforcement of troops to the affi fi- 
ance of that nobleman. Charles was anxious to comply with his requeft ; the. 

council evinced a fimilar difpofition ; and even thofe who had been moft ftrenu- 
ous in their oppofition to the former expedition, were of opinion that a new arma- 
. ment fiiould be immediately equiped. Eut though France did not want foldiers^ 
fhe had neither fhips nor money. To obviate this laft inconvenience, the king 
fufpended the payment of all penfions, and even the falaries of his officers, till 
after his return from Italy : he had then recourfe to the ufal expedients for railing 
money, by encreafing the taxes, by opening loans, and by anticipations on the 
revenue ; and laftly he demanded from the principal towns the neceifary contri- 
butions for the equipment of a fleet. 

The city of Paris had been rated at a hundred thaufand crowns, . The munici- 
pal officers defired, that if the tax took place, it (hould be equally levied on eve- 
ry clafs of citizens > and they entreated the parliament to fend a certain number of 
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deputies to the municipal affembly at the town-houfe. The court replied, that 

they (hould not fend any body, and only promifed to afliffc the municipal officers 
with their advice, in cafe they came to confult them ; and the magiftrates availed 
themfelves of this refufal of the parliament to offer the king only fifty thoufand 
livres. Charles, who, in his prefent fituation, could not confentto fo material a 
diminution, fent Philip of Luxembourg, cardinal of Mons ; the lord of Albret ; 
admiral de Graville ; and "William ofPoictiers, loid of Clerieux, to the parlia- 
ment. Thefe minifters declared to the court it was the king's pleafure, that the 
members of the parliament fhould, for this time only, contribute with the reft of 
the citizens; but the parliament perfifted in their oppofition, and many other 
towns in the kingdom followed their example. 

The duke of Orleans, who was to have commanded the main body of the army, 
being difcontented with thelaft treaty with the duke of Milan, and knowing that 
France was ftill negociating with the ufurper, exerted all his influence and credit 
to put a flop to the expedition. Thus, though he expreffed his readinefs to obey 
the king's orders, he gave rife to numerous difficulties,- and betrayed a ftrong re- 
pugnance to undertake the commiflion with which he was charged. 

The king himfelf, at the very moment when every body expected hitn to begia 
his march to Italy, fuddenly took the road to Tours, in order to viut, before his 
departure, the tombs of. Saint-Martin and Saint-Denis. It was fuipe&ed, how- 
ever, that love rather than devotion was the objeft of this pilgrimage; and a 
report was propagated, that during his refidence at Lyons, where he had 
pafled a year on his return from Italy, having become defperately enamoured of 
a maid of quality, attached to the queen, he would not quit the kingdom without 
•bidding her adieu. Be that as it may, Charles, after paffing forae days at the caftle 
of Pleflis-les-Tours, repaired to Saint-Denis, and the Parifians, expetting a vifit 
from him, prepared to receive him with the greateft magnificence ; but diipleafed 
with their late refufal to fupply him with money, he refufed to honour the town 
with his prefence. He even intended to carry his vengeance ftill farther : as he 
imputed to the parliament the refinance he had experienced from the municipal 
officers, he formed a plan for inftituting a new parliament at Poictiers, and to 
extend its jurifdiftion over the provinces of Poitou, Touraine, Anjou, Maine, 
La Mavche, Aunis, and Angoumoia. ThePoiftevins, apprifed of his intentions, 
were extremely earned in their felicitation? co the king to put them in execution; 
but Robert Briflbnet, the chancellor, who, through the credit of his brother, 
had fucceeded the celebrated William de Rochfort, eluded their demand, and at 
length induced the king to give up the defign. 

The report of the preparations making by the French excited a general fer- 
mentation in Italy. The Venetians and the duke of Milan, who had joined in 
deceiving the king, began to harbour fufpicions of each other ; but the expe&ed 
arrival of the French induced them to fufpend their mutual jealoufy, and an 
union, cemented by fear, rather tended to confirm than diminifh their mutual 

SiatrecL 'Ludovico., whofe territories was deftined to become the theatre of war, 
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reprefented to the Venetians that the prefence of the emperor would be abfolutely 

neceflary, " to fave them from the fury of the French; and he offered to defray 
one half of his expences. The Venetians confidered Maximilian as a dangerous 
protector, on account of the pretenfions of the empire, and of the houfe of Auf- 
tria, to part of their dominions. They appointed ambaffadors to accom- 
pany Ludovico's to the Imperial court, and promifed the emperor fixty thoufand 
ducats, for levying an army, and for fupporting it during three months. Maxi- 
milian, after receiving a part of this money, evinced no difpofition to fulfil his 
engagements, and, in a fhort time, demanded an addition of thirty thoufand ducats 
to the ftipulated fum. The Venetians, who had been led againft their will, to 
contract the firft engagement, openly rejected this new demand. Ludovico, how- 
ever, undertook to pay the additional fum himfelf, in the hope of facilitating, by 
that means, the acquifition of the fovereignty of Pifa. 

The emperor, at length, made his appearance, but with an army that neither 
correfponded to his engagements, nor to his dignity. Ferfuaded that he had only 
to iflue his orders to enfure inftant obedience from all the Italian ftates, he 

fummoned the duke of Savoy and the marquis of Montferrat to attend him, but 
though thofe princes held fiefs of the empire, they, neverthelefs, refufed to obey 

the citation : the duke of Ferrara, himfelf, though father-in-law to Ludovico* 
refufed to hold any commerce with the emperor, under pretext that being ap- 
pointed a kind of umpire between the French and the Milanefe, he ought not to 
take any ftep that might render him an object of fufpicion to either party. Laftly 
the Venetians, far from affording that affiftance which he had expe&ed to receive 
from them, endeavoured to fruftrate all his undertakings: compelled to renounce 



the flattering hopes which he had built on a fandy foundation, Maximilian be- 



gan to perceive that he was expofing himfelf to the ridicule and derifion of the 
neighouring powers. Ludovico propofed to him, as the laft refource, to offer 
himfelf as an umpire between the Pifans and Florentines j he reprefented to him 
that the Venetians, having no claim to the city of Pifa, could not poflibly ref life 
to furrender that place into his hands ; and, that the Florentines, too weak to re- 
fill, of themfeives, the forces of the empire, and thofe of the confederates,, 
would be compelled to fubmit to his arbitration. Ludovico flattered himfelf, that 
if Pifa were once delivered to the emperor, he fliould find it an eafy matter, 
either by money or intrigues, to obtain poffefiion of it himfelf. The Venetians,, 
aware of his defigns, accepted the proffered mediation of Maximilian, but, at 
the fame time, took care to preferve a fuperiority, in point of forces, in Pifa ; 
and they hoped that, if the emperor -fliould fucceed in procuring, as he had pro- 
mifed, for the Pifans, the reftitution of Leghorn, both that place, and Pifa it- 
felf, would, after his departure, fall into their hands, and render their power as 

much refpe&ed on thofe coafts, as it already was on their own gulph. They 

ftrengthened the fortifications of Leghorn, and applied to the French for affift- 
ance. The event proved the wifdom of their precautions : the emperor, repair- 
ing to Genoa, there embarked a part of his army, on board a fleet that wa& 
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deflined to attack Leghorn by fea, while he himfelf, with the remainder of his 

troops, made an affault on the town by land. But the arrival of a little fquadron 
of the French (hips, under the command of Hugh d'Amboife, baron d'Aubijoux, 
enabled the Florentines to repel his attacks. The emperor was compelled to raife 
the fiege, and, filled with indignation againft the Venetians, to whom he afcribed 
the failure of his enterprife, he retired, with precipitation, into Germany, leaving 
a part of his troops with the duke of Milan. 

Since the capitulation of Atella, and the death of Montpenfier, the French 
had been unable to refift the fuccefsfui exertions of Ferdinand. The governors 
of the few places in the kingdom of Naples, which (till remained in poffeffion of 
the French, being deprived of all communication with each other, and furround- 
ed on every fide by a fuperior force, only fought, by refinance, to retard their 
defeat for a few days, and to deferve the fterile honour of being the laft to fur- 
render*. But before Ferdinand could behold the complete reduttion of his do- 
minions, he himfelf, expired, crowned with glory. The defire of cementing his 
alliance with the court of Spain, had led him to contract a marriage with his 
aunt, Jane of Arragon, daughter to his grandfather, Ferdinand, by a fitter of 
Ferdinand the Catholic. He was fucceeded in his dominions by his uncle, Fre- 
deric, vHio, in a tide of uninterrupted fuccefs, fwept away the few remaining 
garrifons of France which had efcaped the arms of Ferdinand. 

A. D. 1497O So long as any of his fubje&s remained in the kingdom of 
Naples, Charles, by nature magnanimous, had thought his honour interefted in 
their defence ; even after that conqueft had efcaped him, he formed a projefl for 
recovering it, by making himfelf mafter of fuch places as might enable him to 
eftablifh a communication between Naples and France. Having difmilfed a great 
part of the army he had affembled the preceeding year, he fent the remainder 
into Lombardy, under the command of Triulzi. His choice of a general, who 
was highly refpe&ed in the Milanefe, and the excellence of his troops, made 
Ludovico tremble for his fafety ; and it is probable that this little army would 
have fufficed to punifli him for his paft treachery, had Triulzi been at liberty to 
dirett its operations as he pleafed ; but Charles, knowing that all the conquefts 
he might make in the Milanefe would prove advantageous to the duke of Orleans, 
whom he had juft difgraced, had rendered him, in a manner, fubfervient to the 
cardinal San Pietro di Vincola, and Batiftino Fregofo, who promifed to introduce 
the French into the city of Genoa ; the polfelTion of which, the king confidered 
as anobjedt of greater importance. Triulzi, therefore, was compelled to divide 
his army into three bodies : the firft, reduced the town of Novi, by which means 
the communication was flopped between Genoa and Milan : the fecond divifion, 
took poffeffion of Ventimiglia ; while Triulzi reduced the important fortrefs of 

Bofco, and kept all the forces of the duchy of Milan in awe ; each of the three 
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.divifions, acting feparately, was too weak to attempt any enterprife of impor- 
tance. 

During thefe tranfa&ions in Italy, Charles continued to negociate with the 
Spanith monarch, in order to detach him from the confederacy of the Italian 
ftates. Ferdinand the Catholic now employed again ft France the fame infidious 
policy which Lewis the Eleventh had exerted againft Don Juan of Arragon. 
Without making any direft oppofition to the king's projects, he kept him hi 
fulpence, and fought to amufe him till fuch times as all his Italian conquefts 
fhould be taken from him. In a conference which Ferdinand had with William 
of Poitiers, lord of Clerieux, he propofed a means of effecting a pacification be- 
tween the two crowns ; by joining their arms to reduce the kingdom of Naples, 
and then to divide the conqueft betwen them ; Ferdinand faid, that he would be 
contented with Calabria for his fcare. This propofal appeared too advantageous 
to be fincere ; and as the French court were of opinion, that the king of Spain 
had impofed on the credulity of De Clerieux, they f/nt Du Bouchage to dis- 
cover his real intentions. Ferdinand, when prefled for an explanation, by this 
•new ambaflador, did not deny that he had mentioned the fubjeft, but, on re- 
flection, he had found that the plan he propofed would be attended tf with fo 
many obftacles, that it would not be prudent to attempt its execution. 

Now that Charles had fecured himfelf from the dread of interruption from 

the neighbouring powers, he again turned his thoughts to Italy. The ambition 
of the Venetians, and the rapid encreafe of their power, had infpired ail the 
Hates in their vicinity with alarm. The Florentines, defpairing to regain pof- 
feflion of Pifa, without the affifrance of the French, were urgent in their felicita- 
tions to Charles to repafs the Alps ; and promifed to equip an army of eight 
hundred men at arms, and five thoufand infantry, which they defired the confta- 
ble, d'Auhigny, might be fent to command*. The marquis of Mantua, who 
had commanded the Venetian forces, and rendered them fuch eflential fervice in 
the conqueft of Naples, difgufted with their ingratitude, and trembling for the 
fafety of his own territories, offered to fupply the king with three hundred men « 
at arms : the duke of Ferrara promifed him five hundred men at arms, and two 
thoufand infantry ; and feveral other petty princes engaged to join the confede- 
racy. The pope himfelf — though little reliance could be placed on his word — 
affirmed that he only waited for the king's arrival to declare in his favour. Thus 9 
in Italy alone, a force might have been levied, at a trifling expence, to counter- 
balance that of the league ; and if the French had appeared in Italy at this 
period, nothing could have impeded their progrefs. The king, flattered by thefe 
.appearances, felt his firft ardour revive; he openly confeffed the faults he had 
committed in his laft expedition ; and he employed himfelf in the formation or 
new plans, but the depofition of Ludovico flioul^ have formed the bafis of 
all his proje&s, and he was unwilling to render fuch an eflential fervice to the 

*k Commines. — GuicciarcUm . — Belcariua. 



t 



,i 49 6] CHARLES THE EIGHTH. 97 

duke of Orleans : befides, it was impoflible to fucceed without money, and the 

debts he had already contracted rendered it difficult to procure any. Cardinal 
Briffonet, general of the finances, purpofely enhanced thefe difficulties, in order 
to deter him from the enterprife. Charles, in this emergency, applied to the 
Florentines for a loan of one hundred and fifty thoufand ducats, and experienced 
a refufal. This imprudent ilep deftroyed his credit in Italy ; the duke of Ferrara, 
notwithftandin? his attachment to the French, was fearful of truftin^ to them 
for protection, and therefore delivered the citadel of Genoa to the duke of 
Milan ; while the king, palling at once from the extreme of enthufiafm to per- 
fect indifference, laid afide all thoughts of Italy for the prefent, and applied, 
himfelf entirely to the regulation of the internal government of the kingdom. 

Charles the Seventh had, by an ordonnance, appointed cuftomary laws in every 
province in France to be colle&ed and arranged : Lewis the Eleventh renewed the 
injunction : bur this falutary undertaking not having been executed by either of 
thefe monarchs, Charles the Eighth now determined to complete it ; for* which 
purpofe, he iffued orders to the different bailiwicks, to chufe a certain number"of. 

perfons, moft diftinguiihed for their knowledge and abilities in the three orders of 
the Rate, who were to extract, from memorials fupplied by the mayors and alder- 
men of the different towns, the cuftoms and privileges which prevailed in each dif- 
trift ; he appointed commiffioners to fuperintend this work, and when it was far 
advanced, he addrefled letters-patent to Thibaut Baillet, prefident of the parlia- 
ment of P^ris, and fome other magiftrates, enjoining them to enforce the publica- 
tion in every bailliwick and fenechauffee, of the laws appointed to prevail there ; 
in cafe of difpute, appeal was to be made to fuch commiflion, unlefs the object of 
difpute was of fuch importance as to render it difficult to be decided, in which 
cafe the parties were to be referred to the parliament.. Charles the Eighth, how- 
ever, had not time to finiih this work, which; though continued by his fucceffors^ 
was nofentirely completed till the reign of Charles the Ninth,. 

Theftates of Tours had entreated the king to enfure a fixed and permanent- 
form to the great council, at which the chancellor had hitherto been accuftomed 
to prefide, affifted only by a few mafters* of requefts, bailiffs, fenefchals, and 
other officers of the crown, who happened to be at court. It often happened 
that there were not counfellors fufficient to proceed to bufmefs ; at other times 
the fame canfe was tried before different judges, and thofe who heard only the lat- 
ter part of it were called upon to decide,, without being competent to the talk. — 
Notwithstanding the remonftrances and felicitations of the flates, this abufe was 
fuffered to fubfilt till the prefent period, when Charles attempted a. remedy by the 
creation of feventeen counfellors, who, together with the chancellor and mafters 
of requefts, compofed the great council, and decided in all caufes that were 
^brought before that tribunal. Thefe counfellors had ftated falaries afligned them^ 
and were only obliged to refide at court fix months in the year. 

A. D. 1498.] A total revolution appears to have taken place in the manners 
and difpofition of Charles y who, quitting thofe fcenes of diffipation which he had 
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long been accuftomed to frequent, and foregoing" his tafle" for illicit enjoyments, 

now applied himfelf, exclufively, to the cares of government. He reiblved, in 
imitation of fome of his anceftors, to adminifter juftice to his fubje£ts in perfon ; 
and having received, from the chamber of accompts, the neceffary informations 

with regard to the forms obferved, on thefe occafions, by his fubje&s, he granted 
audiences to every perfon requiring it, Iiftened to all complaints, and gave imme- 
diate anfwers to all petitions that were prefented to him. By this means he disco- 
vered a variety of abufes, and a£ts of oppreifion, committed by his officers in the 
provinces ; and the punhnaients he inflifted on the culprits tended greatly to the 
relief of the people. 

The next object which attracted the attention of the king, was the extreme ig- 
norance of the clergy, and the inattention of the bifhops to the duties of their 
office ; more intent on obtaining a plurality of benefices than improving the mo- 
rals of their flocks, or enforcing -a propriety of conduct in the inferior ecclefiaf- 

tics entrufted to their care, they feldom refided in their diocefes : hence the lower 

clergy had become indolent, and were, infe&ed with thofe vices which indolence too 
often engenders, thereby rendering their profeffion contemptible, and expofing re- 
ligion itfelf to the dcrifion of the vulgar. — Anxious to reform this abufe, the king 
confulted the Parifian doftors on the extent of his power, with regard to the alter- 
ations in ecclefiaftical difcipline ; but he did not live to execute either this falutary 
projeft, or the fcheme he had formed for reducing the taxes~after the payment 
of his debts — to the Ami of tivelve hundred thoufand livres, ftipulated by the 

ftates of Tours ; which he meant to appreciate folely to the defence of the king- 
dom, referving only for his own ufe the revenues of the domain, and the pro- 
duce of the Gabelles. The taxes, at this time, amounted to two millions, five 
hundred thoufand livres*. 

In the midft. of thefe occupations, the mod glorious that can engage the atten- 
tion of a monarch, an accident occurred which terminated the exiftence of this 
youthful prince. During his ft ay in Italy, Charles had contracted a tafte for ar- 
chitecture ; and, on his return, he gave orders for the confirmation at Amboife, 
the place of his birth, of a more magnificent edifice than any which had yet been 
feqnin France. He meant to adorn this palace with a variety of coftly furniture, 
ftatues and pi&ures, which he had brought from Italy ; and that the building 

might correfpond with the richnefs of the embellifhments, he had had the pre- 
caution to attach to his fervice the moft fkilful architects, and the mod celebrated 
painters he could meet with on his expedition. From a gallery in this caftle, he 
was engaged in obferving a game of tennis that was played in the ditch below ; de- 
firous that the queen might partake of the amufement, he went to her chamber, 
and conducted her to the gallery ; but, in palling through a door, he (truck his 
head with violence againft the top, which was very low. He felt, however, no 
immediate bad confeqnence from the accident ; but, after remaining fome time in 
the gallery, as he was returning with the queen, he fuddenly fell) fenfelefs, to 

- 
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the ground : the attendants, alarmed at his danger, laid' him on a wretched 

couch which flood in a corner of the gallery ^ thrice he recovered his voice, and 
as quickly loft it again ; his expreffions werefolely thofe of devotion ; and, not- 
withftanding every effort of medicine, he expired at eleven o'clock the fame night, 
on the feventeenth of April, 1498, in the fifteenth year of his reign, and the 
twenty-eighth of his age. 

The amiable qualities of Charles had acquired him the furnarne of The Affable 
and The Courteous ; and his lofs was deeply regretted by all ranks of people. His 
talents were not above mediocrity, and all his endowments. were rather calculated 
to conciliate affe&ion than to excite admiration. Of a rafh and enterprifing fpirit, 
his ability in the execution greatly exceeded his wifdom in the formation of plans. 
His facility of difpofition frequently rendered him a dupe to his minifters and fa- 
vourites, whofe dangerous influence was farther extended by his averfion from bu- 

fmefs : but towards the conclufion of his reign he remedied thefe defe&s, and de- 
fended and obtained the grateful efteem of his fubje&s. 

His funeral obfequies were performed with uncommon magnificence : two of 
his domeftics are faid to have died of grief for the lofs of their beloved mafter j 
' and Anne of Brittany, his widow, abandoned hfrfelf to all the diftra&ion of 
forrow. During three days fhe never undrefTed, but fecluded herfelf in her cham- 
ber, overwhelmed with defpair, deaf to the friendly importunities of her atten- 
dants, and pertinacioufly refufmg to accept the nourilhment that was repeatedly 
proffered to her* 

At the commencement of this reign, the roads and bridges were fo bad in ma- 
ny parts of France, though contributions were levied on the paffengers forJceeping 
them in repair, that the ftates of Tours complained that many-men and beafts of 
burden, had loft their lives in attempting to pafs them ; and that feveral villages 
were totally deferted from the difficulty of approaching them. 

Each deputy of the ftates of Tours received a ftated falary for his fervices, equal 
to four livers one fol of the prefent money, per diem. 

The venereal difeafe was introduced into France, during the reign of Charles, by 
the troops who had accompanied that monarch on his expedition to Naples. It is 
faid that the French foldiers had contrafted that dreadful diforder from the Nea- 
politans, and that on their return to France, they diffufed it throughout Italy : 
certain it is, that it was called by the French, The Neapolitan difeafe^ and by the 

Italians, The French difeafe * The Neapolitans are fuppofed to have received it 
from Spain, where it had been imported by fome of the failors : who had attended 
Chriftopher Columbus, in his expedition to the New World. 

•£ Guicciradinij torn. i. p. 210. 211. — Giovio, — Bembo, — Fracafloro. 
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LEWIS THE TWELFTH- 



A. D. 1498.] In Charles the Eighth, ended the direft line of Valois; and 
ihe fceptre paffed to Lewis, duke of Orleans, his coufin, in the third or fourth 
degree, and grandfon to that duke of Orleans who was affaffinated at the infti- 
gation of John, duke of Burgundy. The new monarch was in his thirty-fixth 
year, and had, confequently, attained to a maturity of vigour both in body and 
mind; he had, moreover, received fome falutary leffons in the fcvere fchool of 
adverlity ; and his misfortunes, with the reflections they occafioned, had pro- 
duced a wholefome change in his difpontion, by tempering the fire of youth, by 
teaching him to reftrain the fallies of paflion, and to fubmit the fuggeftions of en- 
thufiafm to the di&ates of reafon. 

Lewis the Twelfth was anointed at Rheims, on the twenty-feventh of May ; on 
the firft of July the ceremony of his coronation was performed at Saint-Denis ; 
and on the following day he made his public entry into Paris. Immediately after 
his acceffion to the throne, he rewarded the zeal and fidelity of George d'Am- 
boife, archbifnop of Rouen, who had alike (hared with him the fmiles and the 

frowns of fortune, by railing him to the dignity of prime minifter ; and never did 
a favourite better deferve the confidence of his fovereign. 

This prince had been compelled at an early age, and much againfl his will, to 
marry Jane, the youngeft daughter of Lewis the Eleventh, a princefs of an ami- 
able difpofition, but deformed in "her perfon : on the oath of the king oi France 
that he had never confummated the marriage, pope Alexander the Sixth was pre- 
vailed on to pronounce it null and invalid ; Jane fubm'itted with decent refigna- 
tion to a fentence which deprived her of a crown, and only expreffed her wifli 
to be enabled to reward her domeftics, and to relieve the poor. The king 
accordingly affigned her the revenues of the province of Berry for her fupport, 
and retiring to a nunnery which fhe founded at Bourges, the capital of that pro- 
vince, fhe there took the veil, and clofed a life of humble virtue. 

A. D. 1499.] On the deceafe of Charles the Eighth, Anne of Brittany, re- 
tired into her own hereditary dominions, and maintained the rights of an inde- 
, pendent fovereign. The articles of her marriage with the late king precluded 
her from difpofing of her hand, in cafe of his death without male ifllie, to 

the prejudice of the ftate y but a ftipulation, in which ftate policy was oppofed to, 
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natural rights, was deemed equivocal, and prudence warned Lewis to fecure the 
important acquifition of Brittany, by meafures the mod effectual. 

She refufed, however, to accede to the propofais of Lewis, till that monarch 
had confented, that in cafe (he fhould die without children, her duchy fliould 
revert to the heirs of her houfe ; and that her marriage fliould be celebrated at 
the city of Nantz. The ceremony was accordingly performed in that city, on 
the eighteenth of January, 1499, whence the king conduced her to Paris. 

The king now determined to enforce the claims of his houfe on the duchy of 
Milan ; but, that his kingdom might not be expofed to infult in the abfence of 
his troops, he confirmed the treaties with all the neighbouring powers. Thofe 
which had been concluded with the republics of Venice and Florence were re- 
newed ; the pope was fecured in the intereft of France ; the peace with England 
was confirmed ; Ferdinand and Ifabella withdrew their troops from Italy, the 
archduke Philip did homage to the king at Arras : but, his father, Maximilian, 
was more difficult to treat with. The king had no fooner afcended the throne, 
than the emperor, at the inftigation of Ludovico Sforza, made an incurfion into 
Burgundy ; but being repulled by the count of Foix, he confented to a truce for 

a few months. 

The king, meanwhile, repaired to Lyons, in the month of July, whence he 
fent his army into Italy, under the command of Lewis. of Luxembourg, count of 
Ligni, who had under him Triulzi and d'Aubigny : the Venetians, at the fame 
time, made their troops advance to the banks of the Adda, and took poffeflion 
of all the territory which the king* had ceded to them between the rivers Adda 
and Serio. 

The French entered the Milanefe, and reduced and facked, after a vigorous 
refiftance, the towns of AlefTandria and Novara; Mortaraand Pavia capitulated ; 
. Vaiehza was betrayed into the hands of .the French, by the treachery of the go- 
vernor, DcnatarRaffamino*. The inhabitants of Milan exhibited fymptoms of 
revolt, and Ludovico, uncertain in whom he fliould confide, and incapable of 
refitting the ftorm, retired with his treafures to Infpruck, after providing the 
caftle of Milan with every requifite for a long and obftinate defence, and en- 
trufting the care of it to Bernardino da Corte, a man on whofe fidelity he placed 
the firmed: reliance. But he v/as deceived in his choice, and the governor, after 
a fiege of twelve days, was induced, by a bribe, to furrender the fortrefs to 
the French ; who, in lefs than a month, became mafters of the duchy. 

Lewis, who had remained at Lyons, was no fooner informed of the fuccefs of 
his troops, than he hafiened acrofs the Alps, entered the capital of his new 
dominions, clad in the ducal robes; and, during the three months that he re- 
mained there, by the advice of cardinal d 5 Amboife, he employed himfelf in re- 
calling thofe that had been banifhed by Sforzo, in remitting a fourth of the 

# Guicciardinij torn. i. lib. iv. p. 367. 
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imports, in eftabli filing a court of juftice, and in affidious endeavours to ingratiate 
himfelf with the inhabitants of Milan. 

The government of Genoa, which had voluntarily fubmitted to his power, 
was conferred by'Lewis, on the lord of Raveftain; the Milanefe were fubje£ted 
to the authority of Triulzi, to whom, as well as to Ligni and d'Aubigny, con- 

fiderable ellates were affigned. But this alienation of the ducal domain dif- 

pleafed the people,- while Triulzi, by his feverity and pride, difgufted the nobles ; 

a mifunderftanding, alfo, prevailed between the generals and Ligni, and d'Au- 
bigny refufed obedience to the governor of the duchy. 

A. D. 1500.I Ludovico, informed of the difpofition of the people, who no<fj, 
began to pity the prince they had fo lately detefted, ventured to quit his retreat 
in Germany, and to re-enter the Milanefe. The gates of the different cities were 
opened on the approach of Sforza, with the fame facility as they had been un- 
barred to his enemies. The town of Commo expelled the French, and obliged 
Ligni to leave the place. Milan revolted, and Triulzi, after placing a ftrong 
garrifon in the caftle, was compelled to retire. Tortona, Vigevene, and feverai 
other places, fubmitted to the conqueror. The king, who had returned to France, 
to be prefent at the delivery of the queen, who had juft given birth to a prin- 
cefs, received with grief the account of this revolution. 

Ludovico, meanwhile, having obtained poffeffion of Milan, left his brother, 
the cardinal Afcanio, to condud the fiege of the citadel, and proceeded himfelf 
to inveft Novara. That town foon furrendered, but the famous Bayard, who 
was then a very young man, threw himfelf into the citadel, and refufed to be 
included in the capitulation : Ludovico, by perfifting in his determination to re- 
duce*Bayard, gave time to the French army to forma junction with the troops in 
Italy. Cardinal d' Amboife prudently forbore to cenfure the conduct of Triulzi, 
and promoted a reconciliation between that nobleman and the French generals ; 
after which, la Trcmouille marched to Novara, where he fucceded in his attempt 
to feduce the Swifs from the fervice of Ludovico. The want of pay furnifhed 
thefe mercenary troops with a pretext for refufmg to fight ; and the Germans, 
alarmed at their defection, fled with precipitation, fo that the duke, betrayed on 
all fides, was reduced to the neceffity of applying to the Swifs for permiffion. 
to difguife himfelf as a private foldier, that he might efcape in their ranks. The 
permiffion was granted, but either through treachery or accident, Ludovico was 
difcovered, and conduced to the king, who then refided at Lyons. The temper 
of Lewis, naturally mild and humane, was fteeled againft Sforza by his repeated 
treachery and enormous crimes. He fentenced him to a rigorous confinement 
in the caftle of Loches, where he remained till releafed 4 by death from a cap- 
tivity of ten years, during which, according to Mezerai, he experienced the 
moft fevere and cruel treatment. 

Cardinal Afcanio, informed of his brother's misfortune, left Milan, with an 
efcort of fix hundred horfe,. in order to feek a refuge in Germany ; but he was. 
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betrayed, by the treachery of Currado Lando*, into the hands of the Venetians, 
, who were induced, partly by perfuafion,' and partly by threats, to deliver him to 

the king.- He was conveyed to France, and confined in the tower of Bourges, 
whence, at the folicitation of Maximilian, he was very foon releafed, 

The inhabitants of Milan being deprived, by the retreat of the cardinal Af- 
canio, of all hieans of defence, and' dreading the refentment of the king, haften- 
ed to carry the keys of their city to the cardinal d'Amboife, who entered the 

capital of the duchy on the feventeenth of April, 1 500. He reproached the 
citizens with their late feditious conduft, put fome of the leaders of theinfurrec- 
tion to death, exadted from the city a contribution of two hundred thoufand 
crowns, and then pronounced a general amnefty in the king's name. 

The cardinal d'Amboife. alter he had fettled the affairs of the duchv, and 



fupplied the Florentines with a body of troops for the recovery of Pifa returned 
to France, in order to concert with the king the plan of operations for the pro- 
jected, eonquefl, of the kingdom of Naples. 

A. D. 1501.]' Frederic, king of Naples, informed of the preparations of th 
•French* applied for affiftance to the Venetians, who renewed the propofal which 
had been made to Charles the Eighth, for rendering the kingdom of Naples a 
fief of the crown of France, and for the ceffion of the principality of Tarento 
to the French; but this propofal, though af ceded to by Frederic, was rejected 
with difdain by Lewis. Frederic then applied to Maximilian, who promiled all 
he defired, and a treaty was accordingly figned between them; but the cardinal 
d' Amboife foon broke the alliance, and made the emperor confent to a prolonga- 
tion of the truce with France. 

Frederic next addrefled himfelf to Ferdinand of Arragon, who engaged to af- 
ford him prote&ion, but, by a fignal inftance of perfidy, that monarh treated at 
the fame time with Lewis, and agreed to divide the kingdom he had promifed to 
protect. The French army, in the mean time, under the command of Nemours and 
d'Aubigny, had already entered the Florentine territories ;• and Frederick, having 
ftrengthened the fortifications of his frontier towns, haltened to their defence. 
At this period the Spaniards threw off the rnafk ; the ambafladors of France and 
Spain procured from the pope the inveftiture of their refpeftive portions of the 
kingdom of Naples ; the capital, and the northern parts of the kingdom, were 
affigned to Lewis, while the provinces of Apulia and Calabria were allotted to 
Ferdinand. It excited univerfal aftonifiiment to fee Lewis affociate the king of 
Spain with him in this conqueft ; it was impoffible that the divifion they had 
agreed upon could long fubfilt, and it was generally forefeen that thefe princes 
muft finally be compelled to yield to the other. The union between them was 
the work of the cardinal, who was greatly blamed for it ;" the treaty, ill-planned 

and worfe executed, proved highly prejudicial to the French. 

Frederic, difcouraged by this unexpefted evenr, and furrounded by enemies* 
on all fides, quitted the frontiers, and returned to Naples, in the 'Jeterminarion to 
confine his efforts to the defence of that capital, of Capua and Averfa.- Gonial-- 

•ft Guicciardini, torn, i. lib. in. p. 40:.;, » 
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vy fent to demand the two queens-dowager of Naples to convey them to Spain ; 

Profpero Colonna advifed Frederick to reject the demand, to feize the gallies which t 

had been fent to receive them, to colleft his forces, and immediately march againft 
the enemy. " If we conquer one of them," faid he, the other will focn be de- 
ftroyed ; if we be conquered, a monarch cannot die more glorioufly than in de- 
fending his kingdom but his advice was not followed, and the two princeffes 
were delivered to the Spaniards. The French meanwhile, continued their pro- 
grefs. Cupua was taken by affult, and the inhabitants were expofed to the fury 
of an enraged and licentious foldiery ; many females of quality, it is faid, prefer- 
ring death to clilhonour, threw themelves into the river j while others, who fell 
into r the hands of the conquerors, were carried to Rome, and there expofed to 
fale. Csefar Borgia, duke of Valentinois, (fon to the fovereign pontiff) who ac- 
companied the French army, entered a tower whither a confiderable number of 
thefe unhappy victims had retired for fecurity and after examing them all with the 
eye of afenfaulift, fcle&ed forty of the moft beautiful for his own ufe*. Though 
Frederick was at Naples himfelf, the citizens fent a deputation to the French, and 
furrendered the capital. The king retired into the caftle, but, deftitute of all means 
of defence, and dreading to fall into the hands of the Spaniards, he demanded a 
fafe condudt into France, and threw himfelf on the well-known lenity of Lewis, 
from whofe liberality he obtained an afylum in the duchy of Anjou, with an annual 
penfion of thirty thoufand crowns. * 

A. D. 1502.3 Lewis and Ferdinand had acted with perfect cordiality in the 
redu&ion of Naples ; but fcarce had they completed that conqueft before they 
turned their victorious arms againft each other. The treaty of divifion was 
couched infuch ambiguous terms, that both nations laid claim to a traft of coun- 
try called II Capatinato, which was feparated from Apulia by the river Lofanto : 
the French affirmed that it belonged to the province of Abruzzi ; while the Spa- 
niards maintained that it formed a part of Apulia. In confequence of this differ- 
ence, hoftilities commenced between the two armies ; the French feized on Tri- 
palda ; and Gonfalvo and d'Aubigny meeting, a conference enfued, in which a 
truce was agreed on that was foon broken. 

The progrefs of the French was fo rapid that the Spaniards were foon expelled 
fromalmoft every pLce in Apulia, Calabria and II Capatinato, and Gonfalvo was 
reduced to retire to the city of Barletta ; but as d'Aubigny negleded to pufli the 
fiege with fufficient vigour, the Venetians had lime to fupply him with ammuni- 
tion and provifion. The duke of Valentinois, who had conceived a difguft againft 
Lewis, for having oppofed his attempts to reduce the republic of Florence, fent a 
body of troops to theaffiftance of the Spaniards ; and the. duke of Nemours hav- 
ing been imprudently, led to a divifion of his forces, the affairs of Lewis in the 
kingdom of Naples foon took a different turn. - 

The fuccours fupplied by the duke of Valentinois enabled the Spaniards tofur- 

prife the fmall town of Callimera, but the booty they made there was taken from 

* Gtucciardifli, torn. i. lib. v. p. 434, 435. 
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them by d'Aubigny. Meanwhile the blockade of Barletta was continued. At 
, the fame time he entered into a negociation with Maximilian, whom he urged to 
break the truce which he had recently concluded with France, and prelfed Ferdi- ' 
nand to fupply him with adequate fuceours. The archduke of Auftria, and his 
wife, were at the court of Spain, where Ifabella lay dangercufty ill j her daughter., 
Joanna, wife to Philip, who was heirefs of the kingdom of Caltile, having thought 
it neceffary to exaft an oath of allegiance from her future fubje&s, during the life, 
and with the approbation of her mother. Ferdinand, in whom the profpect of 
foon lofing the crown of Caftiie created a diflike to the prefumptive heir, hurried 
the archduke out of his dominions, and fent him to France, to negociate a peace 
With Lewis. % 

A. D. 1503.] Philip, flattered by this mark of confidence, demanded a fafe- 
condutt to repair to Lyons, where he was received-. with great cordiality by Lewis. 
Neither the king nor the archduke were aware that Ferdinand was deceiving them; 
and that his only objeft in propofmg a treaty was ro gain time. They therefore 
proceeded to buOnefs, and the cardinal d'Amboife, and the bifhop of Albi, were 
appointed to confer" with the Spanilh plenipotentiaries, whom Ferdinand had lent 
to accompany and aflirt his fon-in-law. After much delay, the treaty was iignecl, 
and the contratt of marriage of the princefs Claude, the king's daughter/ with 
Charles, fon to the archduke, was received ; and the two monarchs agreed to 
cede to Charles their refpettive claims on the kingdom of Naples, inftead of the 
duchy of Milan, which had been promifed before. The queen of France, who 
was extremely anxious to promote the union of her daughter with the duke of 
Luxembourg, expreffed the greatefl fatisfaftion at the treaty ; but before the re- 
joicings, on account of the peace, were tinifhed, the king received intelligence- 
that a Spanilh fleet had failed for Naples, and that the Germans had embarked for 
Barletta. Lewis reproached the archduke with his perfidy, but that prince took 
fuch pains to juftify his conducl that the king was fully convinced of his innocence^ 
and renewed his fafe-condutt, by which Philip profited to return to his own do- 
minions. 

The chevalier Prejan, who had failed from the port of Genoa, with four vef- 
fels, fell in with theSpanidi fleet, which compelled him to take refuge in the har- 
bour of Otranto, where he burned his (hips, and then haftened to join the duke 
of Nemours. That prince finding his forces not fufEcient to enable him to keep 
the field, had fent orders to d'Aubigny to join him ; but d'Aubigny himfelf was 
in ftill greater embarraffment, being furrounded on all fides by a fuperior force 
and he was at length compelled to engage the Spaniards on unequal terms near Se- 
minara in Calabria, where the French were completely routed, and d'Aubigny 
with difficulty efcaped the general mailacre : he retired to Antigola, where he was 
inverted by the enemy, and being deftitute of provifions, was in a few days obli- 
ged to furrender. The duke of Nemours took every precaution to prevent Gon- 
falvo, who was (till {hut up in Barletta, from receiving information of the vidlory 
of Seminara ; and the Spanifh general, compelled at length to evacuate a town:. 
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-where he had fuffered the extremes of peftilence and famine, marched towards 
Cirignuola, and having chofen an advantageous poft, fortified his camp, and » 
•fought, by furrounding it with deep ditches, to fecure it from infult. * He was pur- 
fued by the duke of Nemours, who was perfuaded by his officers, much againft 
.his inclination, to attack the Spanifh camp late in the evening of the twenty-eighth 
-of April, 1503. The French, though at firft fuccefsful, fuftained a total defeat, 
.and the duke of Nemours fell in the adtion. D' Alegre, who had been chiefly in- 
ftrumental in perfuading the duke to engage, jtnd the prince of Salerno, difplayed 
their valour in a mod fignal manner, and made aftonifhing efforts to rally their 
troops ; but neither their example nor exhortations could prevail ; all the artillery, 
provjfion and baggage fell into the hands of the enemy : d 5 Alegre, with the feat- 
hered remains of the army, retired to-Gaeta. T 

In lefs than a fortnight after the battle of Cirignuola, Gonfalvo reduced the ci- 
ties of Naples, Capua and Averfa, fo that, in the whole kingdom, the French 

•only retained a few phces of little importance. 

During thefe tranfactions pope Alexander the Sixth died by that poifon which 
he had deftined for anorher : his fon^ the duke of Valentinois, had partaken of 
■the fatal dofe, but the ftrength of his conftitution fubdued its malignant influ- 
ence, and that prince, anxious to fecure the proteftion of France, promifed to 
promote the election of the cardinal ji'Amboife ro the papacy. 

The archduke Philip, enraged at the perfidy of his father-in-law, and jealous 
•of his own reputation, had returned to France, and again put himfelf in the power 
of Lewis. At the fame time he difpatched meffengers to Ferdinand, to remon- 
Urate on the indelible infamy which muft forever ftain his character, if 4 he coun- 
tenanced the treachery of Gonfalvo. But the king of Arragon, with his ufual 
duplicity, at one moment difowned his ambafladors, at another his general ; while 

he fecretly fent orders to pufli the war in Naples to the abfolute expulfion of the 
French. 

Lewis, whofe magnanimous mind was fuperior to the dark artifices of his profli- 
gate rival, commanded the minifters of the king of Arragon to quit his domi- 
nions. Though he had feverely fuffered from the treachery of Ferdinand, he 
fcorned to avail himfelf of any other arms than what became him as a monarch. 
While he difmiffed the archduke with every mark of -refpeft to purfue his route 

to Flanders, he addreffed him at parting in thefe memorable words : " If your 
father-in-law has been guilty of perfidy, I will not referable him ; and I am infi- 
nitely happier in the lofs of a kingdom, which I know how to re-conquer, than 
to have ftained my honour, which I could never retrieve." 

War was now declared againft Spain, and the preparations of Lewis were pro- 
portioned to the injuries he had fuftained from the conduft of his unprincipled en- 
emy ; three armies were affembled to invade on every fide, the dominions of the 
king of Arragon. The firft, commanded by la Tremouille, was deftined to the 
recovery of the kingdom of Naples ; the fecond, under the lord of Albret, 
:and the marefchal de Gie, was directed to penetrate into the province of Fontara- 
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bia. The third was entrufted to the marefchal de Rieux, and was to invade the 

county of Rouflillon ; at the fame time a t confiderable fleet was fitted out to infult 
the coafts of Catalonia and V alentia, and to intercept any communication at fea 
between Spain and Naples, N 

When the 'French troops arrived in the kingdom of Naples, the feafon was far 
advanced, and the roads were fo bad, that it was with the utmoll difficulty the ar- 
tillety could be tranfported from one place to another. Gonfalvo had expelled 
the French garrifon from the town of San Germano, which commanded the en- 
trance into the kingdom, and firengthening the fortifications, .had. advanced, with 

his army, to the banks of the Garigliano. In order to pafs the river, the mar- 
quis of Mantua cau fed a bridge of boats to be prepared, and a fort to be conftruct- 
ed for its defence ; as the workmen, employed in thefe operations, were only aU 
tended by a flight efcort, the Spaniards refolved to profit by thenegleft, and a de- 
tachment of a- hundred men at arms was ordered to ford the river, while a'nother 

•party was fent to fecure the bridge. The chevalier Bayard, ever eager to fly wh$re 
glory was to be acquired, haflened to the affiftance of Codes, who commanded 
the efcort appointed to guard the workmen ; by uncommon exertions of intrepid 
valour, he checked the progrefs of two hundred Spanifh horfe that were preparing 
to pafs the bridge* and maintained the unequal conteft till the arrival of fuccours 
•enabled him to put the enemy to flight, and to purfue them with confiderable flaugh- 
ter : the fugitives, however, being reinforced by a ftrong detachment from the 
.Spanifh camp, Bayard was compelled to retreat, and his horfe, overcome with fa- 
tigue, fell with him into a ditch, where he was fecured by the Spaniards. The 
French, ^meanwhile, by whom this circumftance was unperceived, hadpafled the 
bridge r Guiffray, a man at arms in Bayard's own company, was the firft who 

miffed his captain ; alarmed at the lofs, this brave and generous foldier 
harangued his comrades, and exhorted them to return to the charge ; the accla- 
mation of " France \ France \ turn Spaniards, you foall not thus take off the Jiozver 
of chivalry \" refounded through the ranks; the attack was inftantly renewed 
with redoubled vigour ; Bayard, mounting the firft horfe he could find, ruflied 
into the midft of the enemy, and, with his brave companions, regained the bridge. 
But thefe heroic achievements, though productive of glory to thofe who perform- 
ed them, were attended with little advantage to the army. 

Through the infamous conduct of the treafurers and commiflaries of the army, 
the troops were neither fupplied with money nor provifions ; the marquis of Sa- 
luzzo reported this circumftance to the king, who having been careful to provide 

.againft every inconvenience of the kind, determined to punifli the criminal neglect 
of his officers with exemplary rigour, and he accordingly fentenced John Heroef, 
the intendant of his finances, to lofe his head. Meanwhile the marquis had been 
obliged to divide his trox>ps into different bodies to facilitate the means of fubfift- 
♦ence, and this divifion occafioned, in the fequel, the deftru&ion of his whole army # 
The prodigious efforts of France, during this campaign, proved every where 

unfuccefsful. The army deftined for the attack of Fontarabia was divided by the 
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diflentions of its generals ; the lord of Albret, either ftom a principle of revenge 

on account of the rivality which had formerly fubfifted between him aftd Lewis, 
or from his total ignorance of the art of war, led his troops, in oppofition to the 
advice of the marefchal de Gie, who commanded under him, into a fteriie part 
of the province of Bifcaye, where a want of provifions foon led them to difband : 
thofe who were under the immediate command of Albret retired in fafety, while 
the reft periflied, almoft to a man, on their return to Guienne. The marefchal 
de Rieux formed the fiege of Salfes, but after the French had battered the town 
during forty days, they were compelled to raife the fiege, on the approach of 
Ferdinand himfelf, with an army of thirty thoufand men. The fleet aifo, after 
alarming the coafts of Valentia and Catalonia, was overtaken by a ftorm, and 
reduced to the neceffity of returning to the port of Marfeilles. 

In Italy, Gonfalvo had made a fruitlefs attempt to burn the bridge over the 
river Garigliano ; being repulfed with lofs he retired to his camp,* and the in- 
clemency of the weather kept both armies in a ftate of inactivity for near two 
months. 

A. D. 1 504. j On the firft day of the year 1504^ Gaeta was inverted by the 
Spaniards; and though the garrifon were provided with every neceffary for a long 
defence, fuch was the terror with which the recent fucceffes of the enemy had hn- 
prefled the minds of the French, that in a council of war, it was determined to 
capitulate, and d'Alegre was appointed to make the propofai to Gonfalvo. That 
general chearfully accepted the terms, and a treaty was immediately figned, of 
which the furrender of Gaeta, and the evacuation of the kingdom of Naples* 
conftituted the principal articles : the French only obtained the liberty of retiring 
to France, either by land or fea, and the releafe of the prifoners ; but Gonfalvo 
violated the conditions of the treaty, and fhamefully detained in captivity all thofe 
who were natives of Naples. 

The chevalier Bayard, and Lewis d'Ars, received with indignation the meflen- 
ger fent by Gonfalvo to inform them of the treaty of Gaeta ; they refufed 10^ 
fign it, protefting that they would rather lofe their lives in Italy, than fuffer the 
Italians to believe that all Frenchmen were cowards. 

The anxiety which Lewis had experienced from the ill-fuccefs of his arms, and 
from the diftrefs under which his fubjects laboured from the united attacks of 
peftilence and famine, brought on a fever, which raged with fuch violence as to 
baffle the (kill of his phyficians, and to threaten his diflblution. Anne, daily appre- 
henfive of the death of her royal confort, determined to provide fcr her own fe- 
curity, embarked her mod precious effedts, and meditated a retreat into her native 
dominions of Brittany. The veiTels which fhe had laden were flopped by the 
forward and imprudent zeal of the marefchal de Gie ; an offence, which Anne 
could never forgive in a man who had been born her fubjeft. She refufed to 
liften to the marefchars excufes, and, on her hufband's recovery fhe obtained an 
order for his trial by the parliament of Touloufe. Every circumftance of his life 

was inveftigated, in order to find'matter for an accufation j and it having been 
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proved that he had once received pay for fifteen dead men, fuppofed to be 022 
<luty in his caftle of Fronfac, he was deprived of his places and penfions, prohibited 
from exercifing the functions of a marefchal for five years, and forbidden to ap- 
proach within ten leagues of the court. 

On the king's recovery 3 the negociations 
concluded, by cardinal d'Amboife, with the emperor, who, in confideration of 
being allowed to alfert his claims to certain towns belonging to the republic of 
Venice, and on condition of receiving twelve hundred thoufand florins, to be paid 
by inftalments, a pair of goklen-fpurs, every Chriflmas-day, and a body of five 
hundred lances, whenever he fhould chufe to go to Rome, confented to beftow 
the invefture of the duchy of Milan on Lewis and his male descendants , or, in de- 
fault of males, on his daughters. This treaty had been preceded by another 
with the archduke Philip, which occasioned great uneafinefs to Ferdinand, who 
was afraid of his fon-in-law, and therefore endeavoured to create frefh difturb- 
ances. He fent ambalfadors to France with propofals that he never wifhed to be 
accepted; offering to place the crown of Naples on the head of the prince of 
Tarento, fon to Frederic, - the depofed monarch, on condition that he fhould 

Frederic accepted the propofal, but Lewis being informed of 
the circumftance, ordered the Spanifti ambaflador to quit his dominions. 

Frederic died *foon after, as did alfo Ifabella of Caflile, wife to Ferdinand of 



niece 



Arragon. 
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Jlabelia, claimed the inheritance of her dominions, and changed the fyftem of 
European politics. 

A. D. 1505*] Hitherto Lewis had confidered the archduke as a vaflal, and as 
a vaffal whom he loved and efteemed ; but his late acquifition rendered him a 
formidable neighbour. The county of Flanders, the hereditary dominions of the 
lioufe of Auftria, the empire of the kingdom of Caftile, were now likely to cen- 
ter in one prince, whofe fon, too, was to augment thefe extenfive pofleffions, by 
his marriage with the princefs Claude, with the duchies of Brittany and Milan. 
This:vaft combination of power might, in the fequel, prove deftructive to France, 
and meafures, therefore, were immediately^ though fecretly, taken to counter aft its 
^effe&s. The ambaffadors fent by the king of Arragon to notify the death of his 
wife to the French court, experienced a gracious reception ; and as Ferdinand was 
•ftill young, Lewis engaged him to marry his niece Germana, daughter to the 
.count of Foix ; the king gave up his part of the kingdom of Naples, as a 
marriage-portion for the young princefs, on condition that, if Ferdinand fhould 
die before her, and without children, the whole of that kingdom ftiould revert 
Xo France ; if, on the contrary, Ferdinand fhould furvive his wife, and have no 
•child, he was to keep poflelfion of Naples. 

A. D. 1506.] The queen was extremely anxious that the proje&ed aliance 
•between her daughter Claude, and Charles of Luxemburgh, ftiould take place, 
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beftow the hand of his daughter on Francis, duke of Valois, a prince of the blood, 
and prefumptive heir to the crown. 

"Lewis, aftoniflied at this propofal, or, at leaft, feigning to be fo — for it is 
uncertain whether or not the plan originated with himfelf — promifed to give his 
anfwer in a few days. After conferring with the princes of the blood, and find- 
ing that the fentiments of the council coincided with thofe of the ftates, he 
chearfully affented to the propofed alliance. The queen however oppofed it to 
the utmoft of her power. But however great the afcendency which {he had ac- 
quired over the mind of Lewis, fhe could not, in this inftance, prevail on him 
to change the refolution he had taken to fatisfy the ftates. The king exafted 
from the ftates a promife, confirmed by an oath, that, in cafe he fhould die with- 
out male heirs, they would enforce the confummation of the marriage, and ac- 
knowledge the duke of Valois for their lawful fovereign. 

Lewis fent an ambaffador to Valadolid to inform the king of Caftile of this event, 
and. of the reafons which had induced him to violate the marriage-treaties which 
had been concluded between their children. Philip received the intelligence with- 
out betraying any fymptoms of refentment, and exprefled an earned with that this 
circumftance might not be fufFered to interrupt the harmony which fubfifted be* 
tween the two crowns. Maximilian, however, (hewed his difcontent, by immedi- 
ately calling on the king to fulfil, the terms of the laft treaty, by fupplying him 
with five hundred lances to efcort him to Rome. His demand was complied with, 
but Lewis took care to prevent his journey, by exciting the apprehenfions of the 
pope and the Venetians, who refufed him a paffage through their dominions, un- 
lefs he chofe to come with no other attendants than his ufual retinue. Mean- 
while, a difpute having occurred between the king of Caftile and the duke of 
Gueldres, the latter applied for afliftance to Lew r is, his kinfman and ally, who 
immediately fent him four hundred lances, under the command of Robert de la 
Marche. Philip, complained, and not without reafon, of this proceeding, as an 
infraction of the treaty j he protefted it was his wifii to live at peace with the king, 
but threatened, at the fame time, to defend himfelf with vigour if he preceived 
any intention of attacking him.- Henry, king of England, as an ally both of 
Philip and of Lewis, employed his mediation on this occafion, and fent an am- 
baffador to France, who reprefented to the king, that as the duke of Gueldres had 
been the aggreffor, to afford him afliftance was to violate the treaties which fub- 
fifted between him and the king of Caftile ; that if he continued to fend troops 
into the duchy of Gueldres, and fhould be led to invade the county of Flanders, 
the king of England would be obliged to aftift his ally the king of Caftile ; hut 
if, on the contrary, Lewis would recall his forces, Henry would perfuade Philip 
to accommodate matters with the duke of Guelders. Lewis confented to the pro- 
propofal ; but the death of the king of Caftile, which occurred on the twenty- 
fifth of September, 1506, changed the face of affairs. This prince^ who loft his 

life by drinking cold water when he was hot, left two fons, "Charles and Ferdi- 
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nand ; and, by his will,' he appointed Lewis to be guardian to Charles, who was 

the eldeft. 

A. D. 1507.3 The attention of Lewis was now called to the affairs of Italy, 
where he was fo impolitic as to enforce the pretentions of the popeTto the fove- 
reignty of Bologna. He had foon, however, occafion to repent this condefcen- 
fion, for Julius the Sixth, who fince his acceflion to the papal throne had difplay- 
ed a difpofition belter fuited to the camp than the conclave, forgetful of the pro- 
tection he had received, exerted his genius in exciting the enemies of France, and 
no unfiling the difcontents of the Genoefe. Thefe at laft broke out into open re- 
volt, expelled the French, and declared Paul Nuova, a filk-dyer, their doge. 
They were privately encouraged by Julius and the emperor Maximilian, and were . 
openly reinforced by the troops of Pif a. 

Lewis, fenfible how much his reputation depended on immediately crufhing the 
infurgents, affembled an army of twenty thoufand men, and marched towards 
Genoa, notwithftanding the oppofition of the queen, who exerted all her influ- 
ence to prevent him from engaging in an expedition, the confequences whereof 
flie dreaded. Lewis, however, forced the paffes which the rebels had occupied,, 
and, in perfon, flormed their entrenchments. The Genoefe, difconcerted by his 
rapid approach, endeavoured to difarm his refentment by fubmifiion. 

A. 1). 1 508. J The formidable preparations made by the king for theconqueifc 
of Genoa, had fpvead an alarm over a great part of Europe ; his intention, it 
was generally believed, was to fubdue Italy, to recover the kingdom of Naples, 
to affemble a council, depofe the pope, and procure the ele&ion of the cardinal 
d'Amboife to the chair of Saint Peter ; hi confequence of this fuppofed defign* 
Julius, endeavoured to form a confederacy againft Lewis. Maximilian was the 
fu;ft to promote this plan ; he affembled a diet at Conftance, where he expatia- 
ted, with great energy, on the boundlefs ambition of the king of France, which 
urged him' to the violation of all treaties ; he reprefented to the princes of the 
empire, that it was their intereft to oppofe the conquefl of Italy by Lewis, which- 
would deprive the empire of its rights to that country 5 and his eloquence pre- 
vailed fo far as to extort from the princes a promife to fupply their quota of troops, 
for oppofing this imaginary expedition. By the time Maximilian had affembled: 
his army and entered Italy, the king of France had completed the reduction of 
Genoa, and difmiffed his troops. 

The Germans, finding no enemy to encounter, refufed to proceed ; and the 
apprehenfions of Julius with regard to the French being difpelled, he now began 
to read the defigns of the emperor, and accordingly engaged the Venetians and 
the Swifs to refufe his troops a paffage through their territories. The emperor 
advanced as far as Trent, with five or fix thoufand men, who were defeated by 
the Venetian general, Alviano. The Venetians, however, notwithftanding this 
victory, applied for affiftance to the king, who fent them a body of troops, under 
the command of Triulzi j that general again defeated the Germans, who perfuad- 

ed the Venetians to fign a truce for a year, without confuting the king, and with- 
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out including the duke of Gueldres, as they had promifed. It was by fuch mifta- 
ken policy that the Venetians afforded fubjefts for complaint to all the different 
powers, and engaged them to enter into that famous league, which was formed 

the following year, and which had their deftru&ion for its objeft. 

The king was the more irritated at the exclufion of the duke of Gueldres from 
the treaty, as the territories of that prince were in a ftate of revolt, and the rebels 
were aflifted by the Imperiafifts ; while the forces which Lewis had fent to the re- 
lief of the duchy, under the orders of the count of Rethel, were too inconfider- 
able to reduce the rebels to obedience, and were, moreover, deftitute of money. 

Maximilian was glad to bring his affairs in Italy to a conclufion, in order to at- 
tend to the ftate of his grandfon's dominions in Flanders ; he made every effort 

to procure from the Flemings the appointmenc of guardian to Charles, but, averfe 
from his power, they refufed to admit his pretenfions, and, in compliance \vith the 
will of their late fovereign, placed themfelves under the protection of Lewis, 
whom they defired to chufe a governor for their youthful prince*. Lewis accord- 
ingly appointed Philip de Croy, lord of Chievres, to that important office. Maxi- 
milian, determined to have fome influence on the affairs of Flanders, perfuaded 
his daughter Margaret — now a widow — to repair thither, in the hope that the 

Flemings would entruft her with the adminiftration : nor was he difappointed in 

his hopes ; that event took place, and de Chievres only retained the title of go- 
vernor to Charles. It does not appear that Lewis made any oppofition to this 
change, with which, indeed, he had every reafon to be fatisfied ; for Magaiet, a 
princefs of uncommon merit, was ftudious to enfure the continuance of peace in 
the dominions of her nephew, and to promote a reconciliation between the empe- 
ror and the king of France ; fhe at length concluded, with the cardinal d* Amboife, 

in the names of Maximilian and Lewis, the famous league of Cambray, formed 
againft the Venetians. 

To humble the republic of Venice, and to divide its territories, was the avowed 
objeft of all the princes who united in this confederacy. The civil conftitution of 
Venice, eftablifhed on a firm bafis, had fuffered no confiderable alteration for fe- 
veral centuries ; during which the fenate conducted its affairs by maxims of poli- 
cy, no lefs prudent than vigorous, and adhered to thefe with an uniform fpirit of 
connftency, which gave that commonwealth great advantage over other dates, 
whofe views and meafures changed a? often as the form of their government, or 
the perfon who adminiftered it. By thefe uninterrupted exertions of wifdom and 
valour, the Venetians enlarged the dominions of their commonwealth, until it be- 
came the moft confiderable power in Italy; while their extenfive commerce, the 
ufeful and curious manufactures which they carried on, together with their mo- 
nopoly of the precious commodities of the Eaft, rendered Venice the moft opulent 
ftate in Europe. 

*/This opinion has been adopted by all the French hiftorians, from Varillas to Gamier; but the 

Spanifh, merman, and Flemifl* writers, concur in contradicting their affertions \ and maintain that 

Lewib had loit the confidence of Philip, by confenting to the marriage of Germaine de Foix with 
Ferdinand. 
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The emperor, the king of France, the king of Arragon, and the pope, were 
principals in the league of Cambray, to which almofl: all the princes of Italy acced- - 
ed j the leaft: confiderable of them hoping for fome (hare in the fpoils of a ftate, 
which they already deemed to be devoted to deftru&ion. The Venetians might 
have diverted this dorm, or have broken its force ; but with a prefumptuous rafti- 
nefs ? to which there is nothing fimilar in the courfe of their hiftory, they waited 
its approach*. 

A. D. 1509.] They raifed an army of fix thoufand lances, four thoufand light 
horfe, and three-and-thirty-thoufand foot j thefe troops, who were chiefly merce- 
naries, were put under the command of the count of Petigiiano and Aiviano. — 
Andrew Gritti and George Cornaro, noble Venetians, and men of eflablilhed re- 
putation, were appointed Provveditori\ to the army. When they had thus pro- 
vided for their defence, they exerted all the arts of policy to promote a diffolutiort 
of the confederacy, but in vain; their offers were rejected by the different powers,, 
and their deftru&ion feemed inevitable — even the elements appeared to confpire: 
againft them— A veffel, fent with money for the troops in garrifon, at Ravenna y 
was loft in a ftorm ; the caftle of Breno, in which the archives of the republic, 
and other papers of the higheft import, were depofited, was deftroyed by light- 
ning ; the arfenal of Venice took fire, and, with all it contained, was reduced to* 
afhes. But the greateft misfortune which the republic experienced at this period, 
was the divifion that took place between their generals. Pitigliano infilled on the 
propriety of abandoning the towns on the Adda, and of encamping in the coun- 
try that lies between the rivers Olio and Serio. Alviano, on the contrary, pro- 
pofed to pafs the Adda, and, by invading the Milanefe, make that duchy the feat 

of war. Both thefe projects, however, were rejected by the fenate, who ordered 
their generals to prevent the French from paffing the Adda, and to avoid a gene- 
ral a&ion, unlefs they could engage with an apparent certainty of fuccefs* Thefe 
orders, however, it was found impoffible to execute. 

The French army was divided into different bodies, which invaded the territo- 
ries of the republic in five different parts. The garrifon of Leco extended their 
depredations to the gates of Bergamo ; thofe of Lodi and Piazenza invaded the 
Cremonefe on either fide ; the marquis of Mantua reduced the town of Gafale 
Maggione, while Chaumont paffed the Adda, and inverted Trevi. The garrifon 
of Trevi made a vigorous fally, but they were fuccefsfully repulfed by the French,, 

who purfued them fo clofely, t:.at they entered the town with them. Morofin, 
the governor, was taken prifoner, together with the garrifon, confiding of four' 
hundred light horfe, and twelve hundred infantry. Chaumont, after he had ex- 
acted an oath of allegiance from the inhabitants, and appointed Fontrailles to- 
command in the place, repafled the Adda, and haftened to join, the king, who 

■5f Robertfon. 

t The Provveditori of the Venetians, .like the Field deputies of the Dutch republic in latter 

tvrnes, observed all the motions of the general, and checked and comrouled him in all his operations. 
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had. by this time, reached Milan. The Venetians ordered, their generals to pro- 
fit by the ablence of Chaumont, to recover the town of Trevi. Petigliano and 
Alviano did not approve of this plan, and propofed another, which, in the opi- 
nion of moft men, was much more advantageous ; but the fenate, unufed to con- 
tradition, enforced their orders, and Trevi was accordingly befieged at the be- 
i. ginning of May, 1509. 

Fontraiiles, who had only fifty men at arms, and one thoufand Gafcons, under 
his command, plainly perceived that it would be inipoffible for him long to refifl 
the attacks of the Venetian army. He immediately apprifed the king of his fitu- 
ation, obferving that the walls of the town were in fuch a bad (late, that the ene- 
my's artillery muft fpeedily deftroy them ; alluring him, however, that he would 
not fail to hold out to the laft extremity. The council, who had been aflembled 
on the reception of this news, were divided in their Tentiments : Triulzi main- 
tained that it was too late to think of marching' to the relief of Fontraiiles ; that 
all the Venetian forces being united on the banks of the Adda, would prevent 
the troops from ■ palling that river, and that the attempt would only occafion a great 
lofs of time, that might be ufefully devoted to other purpofes : but Chabarone de 
la Paliffe was of a different opinion, and infilled on the neceffity of letting out 
immediately for Trevi ; this advice coinciding with the fentiments of Lewis, the 
army was put in motion without farther delay : it confided of fix thoufand Swifs, 
twelve thoufand French and Italian infantry, and two thoufand Gendarmes. Lewis 
reached the banks of the Adda on the ninth of May*, at the very moment that 
Fontraiiles, after defending the town of Trevi as long as poffible, furrendered it 
to the enemy. Lewis, though apprifed of this difafter, purfued his defign, and 
marched along the banks of the river till he came oppofite to Cafciano, where he 

palTed the Adda, with his whole army, without receiving the fmalleft moleftation 
from the Venetians, who were employed in plundering the town of Trevi, and 
refufed to obey the commands of their officers, and, according to others, from 
the divifion which prevailed between the generalst* 

Lewis finding it impoflible to force the Venetian camp, moved towards Ri- 
volta, which lay to the left of the enemy, to try whether the defire of faving that 
place would not induce them to come forth, and rifk an a£lion. Rivolta, how- 
ever, was taken by affault in fight of the Venetian army ; and the king having 
palled a night in the town, marched the next morning, with his whole army, 
with the view to fecure either Valia or Pandino, by which means he would be 
enabled to cut off the communication with Cremona or Creama, whence the 
Venetians drew th ir provifions. There were two roads to thefe places ; that 
which the king took was the longeft, and lay along the fide of the Adda ; the 
other was much Ihorter, and ran in a ftraight line, and this induced the Venetians 
to quit their poll, in the hope of arriving at Vaila before the French. They 
formed their army in two divilions, the ftrongeft of which was entrufted to Al- 

* Guicciardini, torn, ii. lib. s. p. 1P9. i Mocenigo. 
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viano, and the other to Pitigliano. The latter marched firft, and had nearly 
reached Vaila, when the former was overtaken, and attacked by the van of the 
French army, under Chaumont and Triulzi. Alviano immediately fent a mef- 
fenger to Pitigliano, to apprife him of the circumftance, and polled his infantry 
in fome neighbouring vineyards, where he converted the vine-props into palifades; 
he ere&ed fome batteries with great expedition, and drew up his cavalryin a plain 
behind the ground occupied by the infantry. Chaumont was repulfed with lofs 
in his firft attack; the Swifs, whofe heavy-armed infantry could not make their 
way through the rows of long pikes that were ftuck in the ground, met with no 
better fuccefs ; and the van was in danger of fuftaining a defeat, when the king 
came to their afliftance with the reft of the army. Some of his officers, it is 
faid, endeavoured to deter him from purfuing his march, by obferving that the 
Venetians were already in poffeffion of Vaila; but Lewis replied, " We (hail 
cc then have the additional trouble of diflodging them," and preffed onward. He 
Tallied the Swifs, made the Gafcons advance, and fuppovted them with the troops 
from Trevi, who were anxious to revenge the affront they had recently fuftainedc 
Animated by the prefence of their fovereign, and the exhortations and example 
of the gallant veteran La Tremouille, the troops defpifed all danger, and rufhing 
forward with irrefiftible impetuofity, bore down all before them. Lewis expofed 
his perfon in the thickeft of the fight, and vied with his men in exertions of per- 
fonal valour. The Venetians, after an obftinate conteft, yielded up the palm, 
of viftory, and left eight thoufand of their beft troops on the field of battle. 

From the height of prefumption the Venetians now funk to the depth of defpair^ 
they no longer fought to refift the confederates, but endeavoured to foothe by 
fubmiffion where they could not repel by arms ; all the places claimed by the 
Spaniards and the emperor were furrendered without hefitation or delay. 

The king having fecured his conquefts, and concluded a new treaty, ofFenfive 
and defenfive, with the pope, returned to France, leaving the chief command of 
his forces to Chaumont. The cardinal d'Amboife had advifed Lewis to remain 
longer in Italy,- from the dread that the number* of nobility who muft neceffarily 
accompany him would greatly diminifh the army, and encourage the Venetians to 
profit by his abfetfee. This proved to be the cafe ; their courage revived, and 
they made fome fpirited attempts to recover their loft territories. Padua again 
fell into their hands ; and although the emperor, with an immenfe army, entered 
Italy, for the purpofe of retaking it, they baffled all his efforts, and compelled 
him to retire with difgrace. They alfo made an attempt on Verona, but the 

timely arrival of Chabannes and Bayard, who had been detached by Chaumont, 
with a body of French troops, faved the town, and obliged the Venetians to re- 
treat to Vicenza, which they evacuated on the approach of the French. 

A. D. 4510.] During the winter the king made the moft formidable prepa- 
rations for opening the enfuing campaign with vigour and effeft ; but he could 

not perfuade his allies to make equal exertions. As he was preparing to pafs into - 

Vol. IIL F 
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Italy he had the misfortune to lofe his friend and favourite the cardinal d'Amboife, 

who expired on the twenty-fifth of February, 1510, imiverfally regretted by the 

nation. The virtue and difmterefted fpirit of this ftatefman, have been juftly 

celebrated by contemporary hiftorians. His memory is ftill holden in veneration 

at Rouen, to the cathedral of which city he gave the famous bell which bears 
his name*. 

Julius, notwithstanding his late treaty with the king, had lent a favourable ear 

to the overtures made him by the Venetians, and had promifed to take off the 
cenfures which he had pronounced againft them. 

This was the fir ft ftep towards the execution of that plan which the enterpri- 
fmg fpirit of Julius formed for theexpulfion of every foreign potentate from Italy. 
He now exerted his fkili and addrefs in perfuading the Swiis to renounce their 
alliance with France, and even to declare war againft that power. On the ex- 
piration of the treaty between France and the Swifs, the latter affembled at Baden, 
and made a demand of twenty thoufand liyres,in addition to their former penfion, 
from the perfuafion that the French could not do without them. * The matter^ 
however, was fubmicted to the council, who being of the fame opinion with the 

king, the demand of the Swifs was reje&ed with contempt, their alliance renoun- 
ced, and fome obfervations were made on their conduct, which offended them 
highly, and led them to feek for revenge. Lewis accepted the offer of the Grifons, 
who agreed to ferve him at a more moderate price ; and the Swifs immediately 
formed an alliance with the pope. 

Julius, encouraged by this acceffion of ftrength, now ventured to declare war 
againft the duke of Ferrara, whom the king had taken under his immediate pro- 
tection : Chaumont was fent to his affiftance, and both he and the duke were ex- 
communicated by the vindi&ive pontiff. The papal army was commanded by. 
the duke di Urbino, nephew to the pope, and cardinal of Pavia. The "duke re- 
duced feveral places of little importance, made a fruitlefs attempt on Lunigiana,. 
and retired in diforder on the news that the French had joined the duke of Fer- 
rara; Jufius, however, foon repaired this difgrace by the redu&ion of Modena. 
The duke, intimidated by the lofs of that city, retired to his capital, which he: 
refolved to defend to the laft extremity. His ally, the king of France, to whom: 
he applied for affiftance, was now engaged in repelling an attack of the Swifs 5 
who, in the month of September, had made an irruption into the duchy of Milan. 
They had already taken Como, and Lewis was fearful that they would foon. 
penetrate farther into the Milanefe j but he was releafed from his apprehenfions 
at a time when he had leaft reafon to expeft it. The Swifs foldiers having applied; 
to their officers to advance them fome pay, experienced a refufal, which enraged; 
them fo much that they immediately mutinied, and returned to Bellinzone. 

4 

This Bell, known by the name of George d'Amboife, was founded in 1501. It meafnres thirty 
feet in circumference, and ten in diameter ; the clapper weighs feven hundred and ten pounds 3 and, 

the bell itfelf, forty thoufand. 
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The king, who had with difficulty prevailed on himfelf to bear arms againfl 

the fucceflbr of St. Peter, and who inceffantly tormented by the complaints and 

fcruples of the queen, convoked, at Tours, in the month of September, 151O5 
an aflembly of the Gallican church, to which he explained the motives of hrs con- 
duct ; and defired to know whether he could in confcience wage war againfl: the 
pope. The aflembly replied, that his motives were juft, and thofe of his adver- 
fary unjuft, and that it was his duty not only to aft on the defenfive, but to carry 

the war into the enemy's country. After this decifion, the king forbade his 

fubje&s to hold any commerce with the com t of Rome. 

A. D. 1511-] Ferdinand of Arragon had, at laft, thrown off the mafk, in 
confequence of having received from the pope the inveftiture of the kingdonr of 
Naples, on condition that he ftiould every year prefent a white palfrey to the fove- 
reign pontiff, and fupply him with a body of three hundred lances whenever he 
fhould be engaged in a war. Ferdinand, not content with entering into a league 
with Julius againfl: France, endeavoured to make the emperor follow his example ; 
but failing in this point, he offered himfelf a meditator between the pope and the 
confederates. Some fruitlefs negociations were the confequence of this oiTer, 

which only ferved to fhew the averfion of the pontiff from all pacific meafures. 
After attempting, in vain, to corrupt the ambafladors of Lewis and Maximilian, 
and to promote diflentions in Genoa and Florence, he intrigued with the court of 
England which was now ruled by Henry the Eighth, to whom Margaret of Auf- 
tria — aprifed of the pope's machinations — wrote on the occafion to deter him from, 
engaging in fchemes that were hoftile to the interefts of his kingdom. Julius crea- 
ted eight new cardinals, in order to appofe a part of the Holy College who had 
declared for France, and retiring to Milan, hadjuft fummoned, with the appro- 
bation of the emperor and the king, a general council to meet at Pifa, on the firft; 
of September. 

Chaumont dying after the redu&ion of Mirandola, the command of the French 
forces devolved on the marefchal Triulzi, who opened the campaign by thefiege 
of Concordia, which he took, and then marched againfl: Bologna. 0n the ap- 
proach of the French the pope retired to Ravenna, and the inhabitants of Bolog- 
na, attached to their old mafters, the Bentivoglios, compelled the garrifon to lay 
down their arms, and received the French into' the city ; Lewis, aduated by the 
fame ridiculous fcruples as his wife, had given the mofl pofitive orders not to 
pufh matters to extremities. This ill-timed moderation revived the arrogance and 
vindiflive fpirk of the Roman pontiff, who now repaired to -Rome, where he had 
the mortification to find himfelf cited to attend the council of Pifa, under the 
fimple denomination of cardinal San Pietro di Vincola. Julius was tried and de- 
pofed by his council, but no one was appointed to fucceed him in the papal throne; 
in revenge, that pontiff laid the whole kingdom of France, and the city of Lyons 
in particular, under an interdift. 

Gafton de Foix, nephew to the king, who had lately been created duke of Ne- 

moursp was now appointed governor of the Milanefe j and Chabannes, lord of la 
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Paliffe,- was, at the fame time,. Cent into Italy, with a confiderable reinforcement 
of troops, and with orders to be guided in his operations by the commands of 
Maximilian. The emperor, whofe army was not yet prepared to take the fields 

ordered la PalifTe to diflodge the Venetians from a ftrong poft which they occupied 

not far- from- Vicenza ; having performed this talk, and taken the Venetian gene- 
ral prifoner, he reduced Suana, at the beginning of Auguft ; then purfuing hi3 
march to Padua, he undertook to turn the ftream which fupplied that city with 1 
water, but as he was preparing to put this plan in execution, he received orders 
from the emperor to enter the province of Friuli, where, in a fhort time, he dif- 
poffed the Venetians of aim oft every town and fortrefs in that country, and thefe 
republicans once more retired to their capital, having loft all their places 'on. tile' 
continent, except Padua and Trevigu 

On the twentieth of Ottober, 15 11, according to Mezerai, Julius concluded' 
a league with the Venetians, and the king of Arragon, againft France. Some 
efforts were made to induce. Henry the Eighth and Maximilian to join the con- 
federacy; but thofe monarchs reje&ed, for the prefent, the felicitations of the pope, 
though they already evinced a difpofition hoftile to Lewis. 

A. D. 5512.] The army of the Holy League entered Romagna in- the month 
of November, and after reducing all the places belonging to the duke of Ferrara, 
beyond the Po, laid fiege to Baftia. The governor fignalifed^ his courage in. de- 
fence of the town, but he was unfortunately killed in the breach with a great 
part of his garrifon \ and the Spaniards, in revenge for the lofs they had fuftained 
in the attack,, put the reft to the fword, together with numbers of the inhabitants. 
The dujse of Ferrara did not give them time to repair the fortification, but at- 
tacking the Spaniards on every fide, he obtained a complete vi&ory,.and recovered 
Baftia the fame day on which it was taken. This check, however, did. not pre- 
vent the Spaniards from laying fiege to Bologna, to the afliftance of which Gaf- 
ton had already detached two thoufand Germans and two hundred Gendarmes., 
under the command of Odet de Foix, lord of Lautrec, a young warrior of twen- 
ty; Yves d'Alegre, and Tome other experienced captains; but this fuccour was 
infufficient for the defence of the city, which muft inevitably have fallen into the 
hands of the enemy, if a difference of opinion among the Spanifh generals had 
not occafioned a confiderable lofs of time. Peter Navarre, the fecond in com- 
mand, promifed to take the town by fpringing a mine ; and while he was making 
the neceffary preparations, the befieged received a frefh reinforcement, . and adop- 
tejd arefolution to defend themfelves to the laft extremity; the failure of the 
mine only tended to encreafe the courage of the garrifon. Gallon profited by 
thefe delays, and colle&ing his troops, marched to Bologna, and entered the 
city, under cover of a prodigious fall of fnow, unperceived by the affailants, who- 
inftantly retired from before the place, . 

The Venetians, meanwhile, had obtained poffeffion of Brefcia, -through the 
treachery of count Lewis Avogaro, who refilled in that city. Gafton no fooner 

received the news of this event than he determined to recover the place j he ac* 
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cordingly left a gamfoh iii Bologna, fent fuccoursto Ferrara, and, after march* 
ing forty leagues in the depth of winter, arrived in the night of the fourteenth of 
February, before the town of Brefcia. Bayard and Teligni, who had preceded 
the army, attacked and defeated a body of Venetians, and made a great number 
of prifoners j an abbey, near one of the gates of the- city, was inverted by 
d'Alegre, who forced an entrance, and put the troops' ftationed to defend it 
to the fword. ■ . / , < ' ' 

The day after his arrival, Gafton, and' his* army, entered the citadel, which 
{till held out for the French; A council 6f war being called, a general affault 
was determined on ; Gonet, governor of the citadel, marched at the head of the 
Gafcons ; and Bayard followed on foot, with his men at arms* The conteft was 
long and bloody; but' the. fuperior courage and difcipline of the French at 
length prevailed, and the Venetians were every where routed ;. d'Alegre being 
ftationed at the gate of Saint John, the only gate that was open, to intercept them 
in their flight, a dreadful carnage enfued ; Mezerai* fays they loft eight thoufand 

men; other writers have* encreafed. this number, to twelve thoufand, but Guicciar- 
dinif, who lived at the time, reduces their lofs to eight hundred ; according to 

his account, indeed, all the Venetian forces; then in Brefcia did not amount to 
twelve thoufand men. 

At this ' period, Gafton* received orders" from the king to hazard a decifive 
action, firice the fituation of his : affairs rendered it absolutely necelfary to bring 
Vhet\var to afpeedy conclufion. The emperor's conduct gave reafon to apprehend 
that he would foon be induced to yield to the felicitations of the Sovereign pontiifj- 
the king of England evinced a fimilar difpofition.. , ... . 

, In. confequence of thefe orders, Gafton entered Romagna with an army com- 
pofed f of eighteen thoufand foot, befides a numerous cavalry, but as Ferdinand had 
exprefsly ordered his generals to avoid an a&ion. He took, in fight of the 

Spanifh army,, the towns of Caftel di Solarolo^ Cotignolo and Grannarolo; and, 
at length, laid fiege to Ravenna. "* The Spaniards had pledged themfelves to 
Mark Anthony Colonna, who commanded the town, to march to his relief in 
cafe the French fhould attack him ; they accordingly advanced to within two 
miles of Ravenna, where they fixed their camp; Gafton, having in vain endear 
ivoured' to allure them into the plain, it length came to a refolution- of attacking 
their camp, he ftationed himfelf in no particular place, ' that he migftt be: at 
liberty to repair wherever his prefence might be required.. ' The enemy, > mean- 
while, had ftrongly fortified their camp, andiappeared determined not to leave it, 
though the French.artillery. made considerable havock. anxongtheir troops. But 
Fabrico Colonna, enraged at feeing his cavalry deftroyed without fighting, dif- 
obeyed the orders of the viceroy,; and advanced towards the French; the Spa*- 
niards being obliged to follow them^ the a&ionbeca>mfe general. * 'Golonna, who 

had pierced the ranks of the French, was attacked ;* in his turn, and ; with fuch 

•fc Tom.fVii. p. ZOi, . t Tom. iu,lib, K.vP/445« . ■ .: 
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refiftlefs hnpetuofity, that he. was compelled to leave the field, and the viceroy* 
Cordonna, foon became the companion of his flight. Navarre, who commanded 
the infantry, ftill kept his ground : twelve hundred of his men defeated a detach- 
ment of Gafcons, and endeavoured to throw themfelves into Ravenna j but being 
attacked by a body of cavalry, under the baftard du Fay, they were compelled 
to give up this attempt, and join their leader, who defended himfelf, with ex- 
traordinary courage and prefence of mind, againft the attacks of the whole French 

army: at length the Germans, animated by the fpirit of revenge for the lofs of 

their leader, ruftied on the enemy with -incredible fury ; one of them a man of 
uncommon ftrength, cut his way through their ranks, and opened, at the ex- 
pence of his life, a road for his comrades : the opportunity was eagerly feized, 

and fuccefsfully improved : Navarre being wounded in feveral places, was taken 
prifoner, and his troops, preffed on all fides, were foon difperfed with great 
daughter. 

In this celebrated battle, Gallon difplayed the qualities of a consummate and 
experienced leader: hitherto he had efcaped unhurt, but perceiving a body of 
Spaniards, who were retiring in good order, he imprudently ruihed forward to 
attack them, accompanied only by about, twenty gentlemen. The confequence 

was fuch as might have been expe&ed ; his coufm, Lautrec, was wounded at his 

fide-, Gaftbn's horfe was killed under him, and he himfelf, after having fought 

with the mod heroic courage, fell, pierced with fourteen wounds. In. vain did 
Lautrec exclaim — " 'Tis Gafton, 'tis the brother of your queen, do not kill him/* 
The Spaniards, deaf to his cries, and bent on revenge, vented their cowardly 
rage on the unarmed and defencelefs hero. , ' . . ■ . • 

Never was any commander more deeply regretted ; and never was any one 
more deferving of regret. His body was carried to his tent by his gentlemen, 
amidft the lamentations: of the army, whofe grief for the lofs of their leader 

.greatly exceeded their, joy for the vidlory they had gained. The French called on 

la Paliffe to put himfelf at their head, and conjured him to lead them, without 
delay to the attack of Ravenna. That city was taken by affault, Calonna fur- 
rendered the citadel, and Vitelli, having withdrawn the garrifon from Citta de 
Caftello, that town opened its gates to. the French. 

Meanwhile, the cardinals, alarmed. at the rapid progrcfs of the French, and 
fhocked, we muft hope, at the vaft effufion of blood oecafioned by thefe deftruc- 
•tive wars, on their knees conjured the pope ta give peace to Europe : but the prof- 
ligate pontiff delighted in blood, and cared not how many of his fellow-creatures 
were facrificed to. the gratification o£. his own boundlefs ambition. He, feigned, 
however, a compliance with their wifhes, and once more impofed on the candour 
and confideration of Lewis,, by talking of a peace .which he had refolved not to 

i conclude. ; The cardinal de Medicis, . thought prifoner, confirmed bin* in this re- 
folutiori : having :found means to ingratiate himfelf with the cardinals of the coun- 
cil of Pifa, he obtained permiffion to fend a meffenger to Rome, under pretext of 

arranging fome domeftic concerns, but in fa&, to inform the pontiff of the fitua- 
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tion to which the French were reduced. It was fuch, that their army appeared ra- 
ther to have fufFered & defeat, than to have obtained a vittory ; it was confiderably 
diminifhed by ficknefs and defection ; and Maximilian, in confequence of a truce 

which he had concluded with the Venetians, fent orders to the Germans to quit 
the French camp without delay.- ' ' • 

Thus la Palifie was left alone to- oppofe the Swifs, who had rufhed, like a tor- 
rent, into the Milanefe, In vain did he write to the General of Normandy (that 
was the title which the king's commiffary bore) to levy frefh recruits ; his letter,, 
in which he expatiated on the dreadful fituafion to which he was reduced, fell into* 
the hands of the Swifs, whofe courage it ferved to inflame. They immediately 

joined the Venetians, the Grifons having granted them a. free paffage through, 
their territories, under a pretence of being compelled thereto by ancient treaties. 

. The revolution foon became general : Milan, Lodi, and feveral other towns, 
preferved themfelves from pillage by the payment of confiderable fums, which 
were given to the Swifs. Bologna implored the clemency of Julius,, who was*. 

with difficulty, prevailed on to pardon the inhabitants ; it is even pretended, that 
but for his death, which fortunately occurred foon after, that beautiful city would 

have been configned to deftru&ion. Florence again fubmitted to the authority of 
the Medici- The French had evacuated the duchy of Milan, excepting fome few 
places, which foon furrendered. Genoa ; once more revolted, revived the ancient 
form of government, and railed James Fregofo to the dignity of doge.> Maximi- 
lian Sforza was acknowledged as duke of Milan, and the Swifs ftill continued to> 
ravage that beautiful country. The cardinal de Medicis efcaped from the French,, 
and repaired to Rome ; while the cardinals of the council of Pifa, who had retir- 
ed to Lyons, were condemned by the council of Lateran, opened by the pope on 
the Sixteenth of November, when the interdict which had been impofed on the 
kingdom of France was renewed : Julius even wifiied to transfer the title of Mof 
Chriftian King from Lewis to Henry the Eighth, that is> from one of the molt: 
virtuous to one » f the moll vicious monarchs that ever exifted. 

Lewis, meanwhile, after feeing all his Italian conquefts wrefted from him,- 
found his kingdom threatened by an invafion of the Englifh.. Henry the Eighth, 
had fent a herald to Paris, to exhort the king not to wage impious war againft the 
fovereign pontiff ; and when" he returned without fuccefs, another was fent to de- 
mand the ancient patrimonial provinces of the Englifh crown, Anjou, Maine, 
Guienne, and Normandy : this meflage was under flood to be a declaration o£ 
war, and Lewis accordingly prepared for the confequences. Henry was advifed,. 
by Ferdinand the Catholic, not to invade France by the way of Calais, where he. 
himfelf fhould not have it in his power to affift him, but exhorted him rather to- 

fend forces to Fontarabia, whence he could eafily make a conqueft of Guienne,- 
a. province in which it was imagined, the Englifh had ftill fome adherents.. Fer- 
dinand' promifed to affift this conqueft by the junftion of a Spanifh army. 

But the fecret purpofe of Ferdinand, in this affeftation of concern for the in~- 

terefts of the Englifh monarch,, was to lecure for himfelf the kingdom of Na- 
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x T arre, the conqueft whereof he had long meditated ; and as John d* Albret, the 
fovereign, was conne&ed by. friendfhip and alliance with Lewis, the opportunity 
feemed favourable to the Icing of Arragon, while the Englifh forces were con- 
joined with his own, and while all adherents to the council of Pifa lay under the 
fentence of excommunication, to put himfelf in poffeflion of thefe dominions. — 
No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet landed in Guipufcoa, than the Spanifh monarch 
declared his readinefs to. join him with his forces, to make, with united arms, an 
invafion of France, and to form the (lege of Bayonne, which opened the way into 
Guienne* : but he remarked to the Englifh general how dangerous it might prove 
to leave behind them the kingdom of Navarre, which, being in clofe alliance 
with France, could eafily give admittance to the enemy, and cut off all commu- 
nication between Spain and the combined armies. 

Dorfet began to fufpett the infidious defigns of Ferdinand, and having no or- 
ders to invade the kingdom of Navarre, he refufed to take any part in the enter- 

prife, and therefore remained in his quarters at Fontarabia. But fo fubtle was the 
contrivance of Ferdinand, that, even while the Englifh army lay in that fitiiation, 
it was almoft equally ferviceable to his purpofe, as if it had afted in conjun&ion 
with his own. It kept the French army in ,awe, and prevented it from ad- 
vancing to fuccour the kingdom of Navarre ; fo that Alva, having full leifure to 
conduit the fiege, made himfelf mailer of Pampeluna, and obliged John to feek 
for fhelter in France, whither his confort, queen Catherine, had retired before 
him. That fpirited princefs, mortified at the lofs of her crown, could not refrain 
from exclaiming to her hufband— " Had I been John, and you Gatberine, we Jhould 
never have loft our kingdom" 

Dorfet, by this time, convinced of Ferdinand's perfidy, infilled on being fup- 
plied with veffels to return to England. 

The Englifli acquired little honour from this : ilUeondutted enterprife, and an 
action at fea, which occurred foon after, produced nothing ^more decifive. An 
Englifh fleet of forty-five fail, under the command of Sir Thoras Knevet, was 
fent to infult the coafts of Brittany ; after they had committed fome depredations, 
they were met and attacked by a French fleet of thirty-nine fail, under the conduct 
of Primauget. Primariget's £hip took fire, and that officer, finding his deflruc- 
tipn inevitable, bore down upon the veflel of the Englifh. admiral, and, grappling 
with her, refolved.to make her fhare his fate. Both fleets flood fome time in fuf- 
pence, as fpe&ators of this dreadful engagement ; and all men faw with horror 
the flames which confirmed both veflels, and heard the cries of fury and defpair, 

which came from the miferable combitants. At laft the French {hip blew up, and, 
zt the fame time, deflroyed the Englifhf. The reft of the French fleet made their 
cfcape into different harbours. 

Lewis, meanwhile, enxious to enforce the reftoration of John d 5 Albret, fent 
&n army into Navarre, under the command of the duke of Valois. John accom- 

■ 
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-panied the duke, and, at his approach, many of the towns valuntariiy rofe in 
■his favour, while fome others were reduced by arms. But when the French form* 
ed the fiege of Patnpeluna, they were oppofed by the whole force of Spain ; and 
being deftitute of provilion, and moreover unable to cope with fuch a pow- 
erful army, they raifed the fiege and returned to France : their retreat was follow- 
ed by a total fubje&ion of Navarre to the power of Spain. 

Ferdinand, anxious to fecure his new conqueft, and interefted in preventing a 
farther extention of the Papal or Venetian power in Italy, confented to a truce 
with France for one year. 

A. D. 1 5 13.] Lewis was, by this time, fully convinced of the confequence of 
detaching the Swifs from their alliance with the pope ; la Tremouille, therefore, 
for whom they had always evinced a marked predilection, was fent to Switzerland, 
in the capacity of ambafiador extraordinary ; but they refufed to hold a commerce 
with him. Triulzi, w r ho held a confiderable rank among this mercenary people, 
alfo exerted his influence in favour of France ; bur he met with no better fuccefs, 
and la Tremouille was obliged to return without fulfilling the objeft of his em- 
baffy. The emperor propofed to fign a treaty with Lewis, on condition that the 
.princefs Rernee, the king's youngefl: daughter, fhould marry one of his grandfons, 
and immediately be fent to the Imperial court ; but the tender years and delicate 
conftitution of that princefs exciting apprehenfions for her life, in cafe fhe married 
>too foon, the queen oppofed her departure, and Maximilian immediately put a 
ftop to all farther negociation. 

The Venetians (till continued to folicit the friendftiip of a prince, who having 
proved his ability to deftroy, might, they conceived, be able to reftore them to 
their priftine fplendour, or, at leaft, to preferve them from the dangerous en- 
croachments of their powerful neighbours. The matter was debated in council, 
and more inconveniences than advantages were deemed likely to fpring from the 
projected alliance ; but the influence of Triulzi, who was extremely anxious to 
promote it, prevailed j and Andrew Gritti, then a prifoner to Lewis, being re- 
leafed, received ample powers from the republic of Venice, and appeared as their 
ambafifador at the court of France. Julius did not live to be informed of this tre- 
ty, which was concluded but a few days before his death : he died as he had lived, 
a ftranger to the principles of chriftianity ; inftead of exprefling his remorfe for 
the numerous fins of his life, his laft moments were only embittered by regret at 
not having lived to fulfil his proje&s of ambition, and to complete his fchemes of 
vengeance. What Guicciardini has faid of the cardinal San Severino, may, with 
greater juftice, .be applied to Julius — " He was more difpofed to martial atchieve- 
ments, and to feats of arms, than to afts of devotion and pious meditations." 
As a man, he was treacherous, faithlefs, and vindi&ive ; as a minifter of religion 
bis conduct was (till more deteftable ; and his memory muft ever be holden in ab- 
horrence by all who are not inclined to think that fplendid talents afford an ade- 
quate compenfation for the ab fence of every virtue. 

The cardinal de Medicis, who had been taken prifoner at the battle of Ravens 
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na, was appointed to fucceed him in the papal throne. The new pontiff, who af- 
fumed the appellation of Leo the Tenth, profecuted with diligence and ability the 

plans of his predeceffor. 

The king of England had obtained a fupply from the parliament for the profe- 
cution of the war with France, and the moft formidable preparations were now 
making for that purpofe. The dread of an invafion deterred Lewis from pafling 
into Italy as he had intended, and la Tremouille was appointed commander of the 
troops deftined for that expedition, who were to be joined by the Venetians. On 
the appointed day, the army of the republic took the field under the conduct of 
Alviano, who had been releafed by the French. La Tremouille, on his arrival 
in Italy, recovered, in one-and-twenty days, the whole duchy of Milan, except 
the towns of Como and No vara. Sforza had retired to No vara, where he was 
Inveftod by the French ; but on the news that ten thoufand Swifs, followed by a 
fecend army of five thoufand, were advancing to the relief of the place; which it 
was found impoflible to take by ailault ; the breach being not yet practicable, la 
Tremouille determined to fufpend the operations of the fiege, and march to at- 
tack the Swifs before their two armies. fliould have effe&ed a junction. Triulzi 
received orders to proceed, without flopping, as far as Trecario ; but under pre- 
tence that his troops were fatigued, he pitched his camp on the road in a marfhy 
place, where the different corps of the army were fo divided that it was impoffible 
for .them, in cafe of attack, to afford timely affiftance to each other. La Tre- 
mouille, on his arrival with the rear of the army, immediately reproached Triulzi 
with the fault he had committed, which he would fain have repaired by continu- 
ing his march, but it was too late, and he was compelled to pais the night ! on the. 
fpot. The next morning (June the fixth) before day-break he was attacked by the 
Swifs, whofe forces werefuperior to his own, as a part of his troops were ftill in 
Savoy : la Tremouille drew up his army in order of battle, while his artillery made 
confiderable havock among the enemy ; but, after an obftinate refiftance, : the 
French and Lanfquenets were routed, and feven thoufand of them left dead on the 
field. La Tremouille, who was wounded in the aftion, effected his retreat with- 

the remainder of his troops to Vercelli, whence he proceeded to Sufa. The French 
loft on this occafion feven-and-twenty pieces of cannon. 

Lewis was wholly unable to afford his allies that effectual relief which their 
diflreffed fituation required ; his dominions were threatened with attacks on every 
fide, and his troops barely fufficient to defend his kingdom againft the numerous 
enemies with which it was furrounded. Picardy and Burgundy were expofed to' 
Imminent danger, but the mifcondud of the Englifh faved the one, and the pru- 
dence of la Tremouille preferved the other. 

Five-and-twenty thoufand Swifs made an irruption into Franche-Cbmte; where: 
they were joined by a body of Imperialifts, and after" laying wafte the country,, 
they laid fiege to Dijon. That place was not in a ftate of defence ; yet la Tre- 
mouille, who was governor of Burgundy, threw himfelf into it, with the refolution 

to hold out to the lad extremity j and when the town Ihould be no longer tena^ 
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ble, to repair to fome other, fo as to prevent the enemy From penetrating to the 
capital. The magiftrates and people of Dijon were in the greatefl: confirmation ; 
the Gendarmes had entered the city, and were diftributed in different parts, with 
orders to encourage the citizens; the infantry were polled on the ramparts, the 
cannon pointed, and the gates blocked up except two — that which led to Paris, 
left open for the convenience of receiving fuccours, and facilitating a retreat, 
in cafe of necetfity; and that which faced the enemy's camp. The governor fent 
an officer to the king to demand fuccours, while Mouflii had orders — which he 
could not execute — to open a negociation with the Swifs. The people, in alarm, 
followed the magiftrates to the palace, whither la Tremouille had fummoned them 
to attend: he there reproached them with their want of fpirit : " If we cannot 
cc conquer" — faid he — cc we can at leaft hold out till the arrival of fuccours, 
<c which are not far off. Gbferve our preparations; look on that formidable 
* c train of artillery; the very fight of it has already ftricken the Swifs with terror; 
cc what, then, will be the cafe, when it (hall begin to play upon them ?" But 
the eloquence of la Tremouille was infufficient to revive the drooping fpirits of 
the inhabitants. La Tremouille, immediately took his refolutiori, and repaired 
to the enemy's camp, where, without betraying any fymptoms of fear, or af- 
fuming a mifplaced confidence, he offered them peace, " On two conditions" 
replied the Swifs — u we will accept it ; — Money for ourf elves, and Burgundy for the 
<c emperor" This propofal was rejefted with difdain by la Tremouille, who ha- 
rangued the Swifs with fo much energy, that thofe who had at firft been molt 
violent againft him, now liftened to him with patience ; meanwhile his fecret 
partifans exerted their influence ; and the Swifs, . by degrees, began to relax : he 
feized, with judicious eagernefs, the favourable moment, and inftantaneoufly con- 
cluded a treaty, by which he engaged to pay them fix hundred thoufaud crowns, 
part of which was immediately advanced ; and for the payment of the remainder 
he gave them his nephew and fome other perfons as hoftages : he allured the 
Swifs that the king ihould be reconciled to them, fhould renouce the council 
of Pifa, and cede to them feveral places in the Milanefe. The inhabitants of 
Dijon were transported with joy at the news -of this treaty ; they cheariully con- 
tributed to fupply a part of the promifed fum. 

While the Swifs were in Burgundy, Henry, king of England, ha'd landed at 
Calais, with an army of fifty thoufand /men : he was foon after joined by Maxi- 
milian, with fome German and Flemifh foldiers, who were ufeful in giving an 
example of difcipline to Henry's new-levied forces. 

Before the arrival of Henry and Maximilian in the Engliih camp, the earl of 
Shrewfbury and lord Herbert, who had landed firft with the vanguard of the 
army, had formed the fiege of Terouane, a town fituated on the frontiers of 
Picardy. Teligny and Crequi, who commanded In the town, made a (tout re- 
fiftance, but at the expiration of a month, finding themfelves without provifions, 
they apprifed the king of their fituatxon, who fent orders to de Pinnes, governor 
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of the province, to throw relief into the place. Fontrailles appeared at the head 
of eight hundred horfemen, each of whom carried a fack of gunpowder and two 
quarters of bacon behind him. With this fmall force he made an unexpe£ted 
irruption into the Englifli camp, and, furmounting all refiftance, advanced to the 
foflee of the town, where each horfeman threw down his burden. They imme- 
diately returned on a gallop, and were fo fortunate as again to break through the 
Englifli, and to fufler little or no lofs in this dangerous attempt. 

The governors were obliged, foon after 5 to furrender, and Henry found his ac- 
quifition of fo little moment, though gained at the expence of fome blood, and-, 
much valuable time, that he immediately deniolifhed the fortifications, in direffc- 
violation of the terms, of capitulation. 5 * 

Maximilian, defirous of freeing his grandfon from a troublefome neighbour*, 
advifed the king of England to lay fiege toTournay; and Henry, not confidering, 
that fuch an acqufition would nowife advance his conquefts in France, was fo im- 
prudent as to follow this interefted council. The city of Tournay, by its ancient * 
charters, being exempted from the burden of a garrifon, the burghers, againft: 
the remonftrance of their fovereign, ftrenuoufly infilled on maintaining this dange- 
rous privilege ; and they engaged, by themfelves, to make a vigorous defence 
againit the enemy. They found themfelves, however, inadequate to the tafk,. 
and, afrer a few days . fiege, the place was furrendered to the Englifhf. The 
bilhop of Tournay was lately dead, and as a new bifhop was already elefted by. 
the chapter, but not inftalled in his office, the king of England beftowed the ad- 
miniftration of the fee on his favourite, the celebrated cardinal Wolfey. Hearing, 
of the retreat of the Swifs from Burgundy, and obferving the feafon to be far ad- 
vanced, Henry thought proper to return to England ; and he carried the greater 
part of his army with him. 

Lewis was thus unexpectedly delivered from a danger as formidable as any that 
had ever threatened the French monarchy ; he was however, tired of the war 
and the queen inceffantly repeating to him that he could never expeft to fee it 
brought to a conclufion fo long as he continued at variance with the fovereign 
pontiff, Lewis, at length, yielded to her importunate folicitations, and fuffered 
her to make overtures to Leo, which were favourably received by that pontiff 
who did not wilh to promote the ruin of France, but only to prevent her from, 
obtaining the duchy of Milan. An accommodation was accordingly effefted be- 
tween Lewis and the pope, the former having previoufly renounced the council 
of Pifa, and acknowledged that of Lateran, in confequence whereof the king; 
and kingdom were abfolved from all the cenfures which had been pronounced 
againft them. - 

A. D. 1514O The queen did not live to reap the fruits of this accomodation,, 
which fhe regarded as her own work;- flie expired at Blois, on the ninth of: 

# Mezerai, torn. vii. p. 214. I Mezerai^ublfupra.- 
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February, 1514, regretted by the nation, and deeply lamented by the king, by 
whom fhe was tenderly beloved. The averfion of Anne for the countefs of An- 
gouleme, had made her conceive a diilike to the young duke of Valois, the 
confummation of whofe marriage with her daughter Claude had, on that account^ 
been hitherto prevented ; but foon after her death, on the fourteenth of May r 
1514, the nuptials were celebrated at Saint Germain-en -Laye. 

The Swifs, enraged with the king for his refufal to ratify the treaty they had 
concluded with la Tremouille, now meditated a frefh invafion of Burgundy, an& 
were bufily employed in railing troops for that purpofe ; but the pope,, fearful 
that Lewis might be unable to fuftain a feconcl campaign againft fuch a powerful 
confederacy, undertook to appeaie the Swifs, and an accommodation might have 
been effe&ed,. had Lewis polleffed lefs candour and fincerity ; but it was a peculiar 
misfortune attending this prince, that his virtues generally proved prejudicial to 
his iaterells. The pope required, as a previous condition, the abfolute renun- 
ciation of the duchy of Milan ; but Lewis allured him it was impoflible to 
comply with his demand, fince that duchy had been united to the domain of 
the crown- 

Lewis, who fti 1 grieved for the lofs of Anne, his late queen, had no ihclina-- 
tion to marry again ; but the account he receivedof the charms of Mary, joined- 
to his delire of promoting the happinefs of his people, by the reftoration of peace,, 
were motives too ftrong to be refilled, and he accordingly gave Longueville full 

powers for. negotiating the treaty. The articles were eafily adjufted between the 
monarchs. Lewis agreed that Tournay Ihould remain in the hands of the Eng- 
lifli ; that Henry ihould receive payment of fix hundred thoufand crowns,* as 
well for arrears of the penfion promifed by the. treaties of Pequigny and Eftampes, 
as to reimburfe him for the expences-of the war; and that the princefs Mary 
Jhould bring four hundred thoufand crowns as her portion, and enjoy as large & 

jointure as any queen of France, even the laft, who was heirefs of Brittany. The 
two princes alfo agreed on fuccours with which they fhould mutually fupply each 
other, in cafe either of them were attacked, by an enemy .f In confequence o£ 
this treaty, Mary was fent over to France- with a fplendid retinue, and Lewis 
met her at Abbeville, where the nuptials were celebrated on the tenth of Oc- 
tober, 15 14. 

A. D. 1 5 15.] This marriage diffufed an univerral joy throughout the kingdom, 
and the court became a fcene of feftivity and pleafure. Lewis was enchanted with 
the beauty, grace, and numerous accomplifliments of his youthful confort, for 
whofe gratification' he totally changed his manner of living.; but, unfortunately,, 
his excefs of affe&ion proved prejudicial to his health; by itimulating a difpofition> 
naturally amorous, it led him to indulge too freely in thofe enjoyments which 
are ilLfuited to the autumn of life. He had been frequently heard to repeat, that- 

* 
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— cc Love is the king of young, but the tyrant of old men;" and he was condemed 
to experience the truth of that maxim. His conftitution, already fhaken, received 
an additional Ihock, from a fit of the gout and a flow fever ; yet ftill he con- 
tinued his preparations for an invafion of Italy; the troops had already, advanced 
to the frontiers, and only waited the return of fpring to pafs the mountains. The 
Venetians, having rejected the felicitations of the pope, to conclude a treaty with 
the emperor, had confiderably augmented their forces, and were refolved to 
fecond the operations of Lewis. On the other hand, the Swifs had undertaken 
to guard the Alps, and threatened to exterminate the French. But the execution 
of thefe proje&s were, for a time, fufpended, by the death of the befi: of kings, 
who, in addition to his other diforders, was leized with a dyfentery, at the 
palace of the Tournelles, in Paris, which brought him to the grave, on the 
firft of January, 15 15, in the feventeenth year of his reign, and the fifty-fourth 
p£ his age. 

The fuperior integrity of Lewis, in an age when moft of the European princes 
were actuated by a fpirit of perfidy, and made intereft the grand objeft of their 
purfuits, and the fole rule of their conduct, merits the higheft commendations 
which the pen of the hiftorian can beftow. A profefled enemy to faifliood and 
equivocation, he puniflied with feverity every deviation from truth. Frank, open, 
candid, affable, and gay, he conciliated the affe&ions of all who knew him, while 
his attention to the welfare and feiicitity of his fubje&s, procured him the ho- 
nourable appellation of The Father of his People. As a politician, indeed, his 
abilities may be called in queftion; though the failure of his fchemes may, in 
general, be afcribed to the excellence of his principles ; and the monarch who 
becomes a dupe to his virtues cannot fail to fecure the efteem of pofterity, while 
the prince who is indebted for his fuccefs to his vices, muft be holden in perpetual 
abhorrence. ■ 

Lewis the Twelfth had, by his confort/ Anne of Brittany, widow to Charles 

the Eighth, two fons, who died in their infancy, and two daughters, Claude 

married to Francis the Firlt, and' Renee, who efpoufed the duke of Ferrara. 
Francis had been greatly ftricken with the charms of the Englifh princefs Mary, 

wife to Lewis ; and, even during: ihis predeceffor's life- time r had paid her fuch 

affiduous court, as made fome of his friends apprehend that he had a defign 

upon her perfon. Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, was, at that time, at the 
court of France, the moft comely perfonage of his time, and the moft expert 
in all the fafhionable exercifes of the age. He was the Englifh monarch's prin- 
cipal favourite, and Henry had even once intended to give him his fitter in 

marriage, and had encouraged a pafiion between the youthful pair. The queen 
now alked Suffolk whether he had the courage, without farther reflection, to ef- 
poufe her ? and. {he told him that her brother would more eafily be induced 
to forgive him for not alking his confent, than for a&ing contrary to his orders. 
Suffolk had* too much fpirit fo decline fuch an inviting, offer ; and their nuptials 
were fecretly celebrated at Paris. Francis interpofed his good offices in appealing 
him ; and his interp9fition being feconded by the Englifh minifter Wolley, Suffolk 
and his confer t obtained permiffion to return to England. 
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A. D. 15^.] ^VlTH Lewis the Twelfth expired the elder, branch of the? 
houfe of Orleans, and the fceptre of France was transferred to that of Angouleme- 
Francis the firft fucceeded his great-uncle Lewis, without oppofition or difficulty :: 
the order of fuccefiion was firmly, eftablilhed; and this was the third, time, fmce 
the acceflion of the monarch's of the Capetian race, that the. crown, in default of" 
heirs male, had pafled to a collateral branch.. The coronation- of. Francis was per- 
formed at Rheiins, on the twenty-fifth of January, amidft the acclamations of a 
people, Avhojfe affe&ions his external endowments and popular manners werew r ell 
calculated to .acquire.. But the adulation, he received had. a fatal effeft on his con- 
duct, by inflating his pride,, "and flattering his ambition.. The firft a£t of authority 
he performed, proved the ftrength of his filial affe&ion — the county of Angou- 
leme was, in favour of his mother, converted into a duchy 5 the patent of the 
creation is dated the fourth of February, 1515- 

After regulating the internal adminiftration of his kingdom, Francis turned his^ 

attention to foreign affairs. His firft care was to renew the treaty of peace which 

his predeceflbr had concluded with Henry the Eighth.. He received homage from- 
the count of NafTau, in the name of his mafter, the archduke Charles, from the 

counties of Flanders, Artois, and Charolois and he concluded a treaty with 

that prince, the terms of which it is- needlefs to fpecify, as tKe treaty itfelf was- 
annulled by another which, was figned between. Charles and Francis, the follow- 
ing year. 

During, thefe -tranfaftibns an attempt was made to procure a* renewal and pro- 
longation of the truce with Spain, but this Ferdinand refufed, unlefs Italy and the 

Milanefe were included: in the treaty ; and Francis having rejected with difdaina 
propofal which tended to thwart his favourite project, the king of Arragon enter- 
ed into a league with the emperor Sforza and the Swifs, for the defence of the 
Milanefe : The Swifs engaged to make an irruption into Burgundy, and to fpread. 
terror and devaftation throughout that fertile province. The pope, at firft, hefi- 
tated to join this formidable confederacy,, but was at length, in the month of July?, 
induced to accede to it. The Venetians, whofe fafety in a great meafure depended. 

©nthe prote&ionof France, renewed with Francis the treaty they had figned with; 



5 3 o HISTORY OF FRANCE. ' £1515 

his predeceflbr. The king, meanwhile, continued to make the moft formidable 
preparations, amufed the pope by negociations, which Leo thought neceflary for 
the concealment of his defigns, fecured the Genoefe in his intereft, and engaged 
Oclavian Fregofa to quit the title of doge for that of governor for the king. 
Every thing being ready for his expedition, the king left Lyons on the fifteenth 
of Auguft, after he had appointed his mother, Louifa of Savoy, regent of the 
kingdom during his abfence. 

In order to fupply the neceflary funds for his Italian expedition, Francis had re- 
courfe to meafures the moft. arbitrary and impolitic. It was on this occafion that 
the offices of the crown were firft expofed 10 fale, at the inftigation of the chan- 
cellor Duprat* ; a dangerous innovation, which was ftrongly oppofed by the par- 
liament, who refufed to regifter it without the ufual claufe, in all cafes where their 
own judgment was compelled to yield to the plenitude of the regal power, that it 
was entered in the regifter s, by the exprefs command of the king\* 

The army deftined for this enterprife was formidable from its numbers, and 
fplendid from the rank of its officers and commanders. Befides a great number 
of nobility, the king was attended by feven princes of the blood-royal. TheSwifs, 
after laying wafte the duchy of Savoy, had fecured all the paflages of the P lps, to 
force which it would have been neceflary to fuftain an a&ion at every defile, in 
which twenty men might impede theprogrefs of an whole army. Triulzi receiv- 
ed information, from a peafant who inhabited the mountains, of a fecret path, 
which was left unguarded, becaufe believed to be impracticable ; and having pre- 
vioufly explored it, it was refolved to purfue it. It was neceflary to blow up fe- 

veral points of rocks which intercepted thepaflage of the troops,; and Peter Na- 
varre, who had -entered the French fer vice, becaufe the king of Spain had refufed 
to pay his ranfom when taken prifoner at the battle of Ravenna, rendered eflential 
fervice to Francis on this occafion : both the army and the artillery reached the 
oppofite fide of the Alps in fafety, and unpcrceived by the Swifs, whofe attention 
was called to another quarter, by fome troops of horfe, ftationed purpofely to 
amufe them, on mount Cenis. The French defcendedthe Alps into the marqui- 
fate of Saluzzo, and Bayard furprifed Profper Colonna, the general of the papal 
forces, who, ignorant of the approach of the French, was negligently encamped, 
with a thoufand cavalry, at Villa-Franca, near the fource of the PoJ. But two 
men of the whole detachment efcaped : the reft were all killed or taken. 

This fuccefsful beginning infpired the French troops with additional courage ; 
while the allies remained in a ftate of fufpence, and divifions and miftruft began 



•fc Mezerai. torn vii. p. 237. 
f When "the praftice of verifying and regiftering the royal edicts in the parliament of Paris became 
common, the parliament contended that this was neceflary in order to give them legal authority. It 
was eftaWifhed as a fundamental maxim in French jurifprndence, that no law could be published in 
any other manner ; that, without this formality, no edict or nrdcmnance could have any elfcft; that 
the people were not bound to obey it, and ought. not to consider it as an edict or ord on nance, until 
it was verified in the fupreme court, after free deliberation. (Roche-flavin des Parlemefls de France, 
quarto, p. 192* 
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to prevail among them. The Swifs were the only enemies who were a&uated by 
hoftile zeal and violent refentment ; enraged at their failure in preventing the 
French from paffing the Alps, they had retiredmto the duchy of Milan, with the 
refolution to defend it to the laft extremity. The king, meanwhile, had joined 
his army in the plains of Quieras ; and the town of Novara immediately fur ren- 
dered to his arms. The Swifs continued to retreat before him, as if anxious to 
avoid a battle ; owing to a difpute with the cardinal of Sion, who had arrefted one 
of their chiefs, named Albert. The cardinal was obliged to releafe Albert, who 
'took the road to Berne with a part of his companions, while the reft of their troops 
lent a favourable ear to a propofal made by the duke of Savoy, in the king's 
name, to advance them feven hundred thoufand crowns, and to give Maximilian 
Sforza an eftablifhment in France. The treaty appeared to be on the point of 
conclufion, when the arrival of ten thoufand of their countrymen, and the pow- 
erful exhortations of the cardinal of Sion, made the Swifs change their mind ; 

they marched forwards to attack the lines of the French, who were encamped at 
Marignano, about a 'eague from Milan, 

Hiftory fcarce affords any example of a battle difputed with greater obftinacy 
than that of Marignano. It began about four in the afternoon of the thirteenth 
of September, and lafted more than three hours after the night clofed ; when laf- 
fitude and darknefs feparated the combatants, without abating their animofity. — 
The king, who pafied the night completely armed, on the carriage of a cannon, 
was furprifed to find himfelf at dawn of day, within a few paces of the enemy, 
who renewed the charge with renovated vigour. The black bands, fo called from 
the colour of their flandards, commanded by the duke of Guife, in the abfence of 
his uncle, the duke of Gueidres, who had given way the day before, now retrived 

their honour, by the rnpft fpirited and fuccefsful exertions. The Swifs, repulfed 
on every fide, and perceiving Alviano approaching with a chofen body of Venetian 

cavalry, returned to Milan, without being pur fued by the French. Difcouraged 
at the lofs they had fuftained, and unable to procure any money from Sforza, who 
had none to give them, they left him fifteen hundred of their men to defend the 
caftle of Milan, and haftened back to their own country. Francis remained mailer 
of the field, which was ftrewed with the bodies of ten thoufand Swift', and from 
three to four thoufand of the French, among whom were many of * the nobility. 

The king- would not fuffer the Swifs to be molefted in their retreat ; but Mviano, 
who did not arrive till the end of the a it ion, anxious to fharein the glory of the 
day, attacked the rear of the Swifs ; the attempt proved unfuccefsful, and was at- 
tended with the lofs of many officers of note. Triulzi, who had been prefent at 
feventeen pitched battles, faid, that " that of Marignano was a combat of giants, 
and all the reft but mere children's play !" — The king rewarded the valocrr of the 
chevalier Bayard; by receiving the honour of knighthood from his hands. 

The terror which the battle of Marignano intpired, together with the departure 
of the Swifs, left Maximilian Sforza ahuoft deftitute of afliftance. Yet he fought 
to prolong the moments of his lovereignty by retiring into the caftle of Milan, 
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while Francis took poffeflion of the city ; but that fortrefs was incapable of with- 
flanding the ardour of the French, dire&ed by the duke of Bourbon. It was fur- 
rendered to that general, together with the city of Cremona ; but Sforza obtained, 
at leaft, honourable terms from the victor; and a fafe retreat, with a penfion of 
thirty thoufand ducats, was affigned him in France. Deftitute of ambition, and 
of talents, he gladly retired from a fituation to which he was unequal, and, at 
laft, expired at Paris, after lingering fifteen years through a life of contempt. 

When the king made his entry into Milan, he exa&ed an oath of allegiance 
from the inhabitants, and eftabliflied a parliament, in imitation of his predeceflbr y 
after which, he paffed a week in vifiting the different towns of the duchy. 

Leo the Tenth, verfed in all the refinements of Italian policy, abandoned with 
their fortunes, the caufe his allies. He courted an interview with Francis ; and 



that monarch fuffered himfelf to be conduced, by the cardinals de Fiefco, and 



Medicis, to the city of Bologna, The treaty was foon concluded ; Leo agreed 
to withdraw his troops from the cities of Parma and Piacenza ; in return for which 
conceffion, Francis confented to abandon the duke di Urbino, an uncertain ally,- 
and the declared enemy of the houfe of Medicis, inwhofe favour he was defpoiled 
of his duchy : Had the king gone no farther, his policy would not have been pre- 
judicial to. the nation, but hewasfo weak as to accede to the pope's propofai for 
the total abolition of the Pragmatic Sanction — : an abolition deftru&ive of the pri- 



vileges of the Gallican church 



whereby 



Leo ceded to Francis the right of appointing bifhops and abbots, throughout the 
French dominions ; and the king, in return, granted the pope the Annates, or 
fir ft fruits of thofe ecciefiaftical benefices*. The parliament long refufed to re- 
gifter the Concordat, continued to regulate their decifions according to the Prag- 
matic Sanction, and confirmed the oppofition of the univerfity. The clergy, too y 
called loudly for the convocation of a national council j but the authority of the 
king prevailed, and the parliament were, at length, obliged, much againft their 
will, to give the difgraceful compaft a place on their regifters, where it was in- 
ferted, on the f twenty-fecond of March, 151 8, with the ufual claufe of difappro- 
bation. 

While the king thus fuffered himfelf to be duped by the artful adulation of the 
pope, his minifters concluded a more honourable and more advantageous treaty 
with the Swifs ; by which they confented to acknowlege Francis for duke of Mi- 
lan, count of Aft, and lord of Genoa ; engaged to affift that monarch, and to 
defend his dominions, and to reftore all the places they held in the Mil an efe, - ex- 
cept Bellinzone. The king, on his part, engaged to pay them fix hundred thou- 
fand crowns, and the annual penfion which they received before their rupture with 
Lewis the Twelfth : but five cantons having refufed to fubfcribe thefe conditions, 
the others ftipulated that they fliould never be obliged to bear arms againft their 
countrymen. 



# Mezerai, torn* vii. p. 247, 
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A. D; 1 516.]' ' The yi£tory of Marignan.9 had ihfpired with terror the mind of 

Ferdinand of Arragon ; the accommodation with the pope, and the treaty with 
the Swifs, which he had, in vain, exerted his utmoft efforts to prevent, had en- 
creafed his alarm ; he trembled for the throne of Naples, and, anxious to avert 
the danger with which he conceived himfelf to be. threatened, he endeavoured to 
revive the ariimofity of the neighbouring powers, and once more to excite a for- 
midable confederacy sgainft France ; but death but a flop to his plans. Fie di- 
ed on the twenty-third day of January, 1516. By his will he left the archduke 
Charles fole heir of' all his dominions, and allotted to Ferdinand, brother to 
Charles, a'fcanty penfion of fifty thoufand ducats; the regency of Caftile was 
committed to cardinal Ximenes, and the archbifhop of Saragoffa was appointed 
regent of Arragon. ' * 

Mean>vhiie the French, who now only afted as auxiliaries to the Venetians in 
Italy, .formed the liege of .Brefcia, under the command of marefchal La u tree, 
whofe brother Triulzi, had been appointed general of the Venetian forces on the 
death of Alviano. The garrifon agreed to furrender if not relieved within twen- 
ty days ; but the German general, Roquendolf, haftened to their affiflance, with 
a body of fix thoufand men, and was clofe followed by the whole Imperial army, 
led by Maximilian himfelf. On the emperor's arrival Lautrec raifed the fiege, 
sinH retired with precipitation' to Milan, where the alarm was fo Gfreat that Maximi- 



lian mio'ht eafily have made himfelf matter of the city ; but, inftead of marching 



Milan 



Po and the Adda, and thereby gave time to the conftable to put himfelf in 
ftate of defence. In the city of Milan there were thirteen thoufand Swifs, in the 

pay of France, but as they refufed to fight againft their countrymen, who were 
in the linperial Army, the conftable difmilfed them. , Maximilian, who inverted 
^Milan, was foon reduced to the fame dilemma ; his Swifs troops demanded their 
pay, and the emperor having diffipated the money that was deftined for that pur- 
•pofe, they mutinied, and returned to their own country* The Germans, too, 
•difperfed, ' and the whole army evacuated Italy. 

During thefe tranfa&ions Charles, anxious to take poffeffion of the Spanifli 
^dominions, arid defirous to fecure, during his abferice, the Netherlands from in- 
vafioni evinced a ftrong difpofition to maintain peace with France : the Flemings, 
too, who had long poffeffed an extenfive.commerce, which, during the league' of 
Cambray, had grown to a great height upon the ruins of the Venetian trade, 
dreaded a rupture with that power ; and Chievres, the Flemifh minifter, fagacious 

to difcern the true interefts of his country, warmly adopted the fame fentiments. 
Jhwicis; folicituous to fecure his, late conquefts inltaly by a treaty, liftened with 
joy to* the firft overtures of accommodation. 1 Chievres himfelf condu&ed tKe ne- 
gotiation, in the name of Charles, while Boifi. appeared as plenipotentiary for 
Francis. They concluded, on the fifteenth of Aiiguft, 1516*, a treaty of con* 
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- fed er acy and mutual defence between the two monarchs. This alliance not only- 
united Charles and Francis, but obliged Maximilian, who was unable alone to 
cope with the French and Venetians, to enter into a treaty with thofe powers, 
which put a final period to the bloody and tedious war which the league of Cam- 
bray had occafioned. This treaty was figned at Bruxelles, in the month of De- 
cember, 1516, and comfirmed by an other treaty, concluded at Combray, in the 
month of March following, 

A. D. 1 5 17.] About the fame period a more durable treaty was figned be- 
tween the French and Swifs ; the five cantons who had refufed to.fubfcribe the 
former conditions, now joined their countrymen, and acceded to a treaty of 
perpetual alliance : in confideration of an additional penfion, they promifed ne- 
ver to ferve againd France ; and this treaty has fubfifted till the prefent time,, 
without any alteration. 

A. D. 151B.] The conftable de Bourbon had been recalled from the Milanefe,. 
and was fucceeded in his government by the marefchal de Lautrac, who, intoxi- 
cated with the favour he enjoyed, and jealous of Triulzi, reprefented. that gallant 
veteran, at the court of France, as a fecret enemy to the country he profelTed* to 
ferve. Triulzi, juftly incenfed at this malicious imputation, immediately haftened 
to France, in order to juftify his conduct; but the reception he experienced from 
Francis, who, having inconfiderately given implicit credit to the bafe infmuations 
of Lautrec, did not deign to fpeak to him, made fuch an impreffion on his mind, 
as foon brought him to the grave. The death of Triulzi tended to alienate the 
afFe&ions of the Milanefe, and their particular deteflation of Lautrec, was fpeedily 
converted into a general hatred of his countrymen. 

Bonnevet, admiral of France, was now difpatched to London, in order to gain' 
the confidence and friendfhip of Henry the Eighth ; and he was direfted to em- 
ploy all his infmuation and addrefs, qualities in which he excelled, to procure 
himfelf a place in the good graces of Cardinal Wolfey, that monarch's prime 
minifter and chief favourite. After the ambaffador had fucceeded in his purpofe^ 
he took an opportunity of exprefling his matter's regret, that, by miftakes and 
mifapprehenfions, he had been fo unfortunate as to lofe a friendihip which he- 
fo much valued as that of his eminence. Wolfey was not deaf to thefe honour* 
able advances from fo great a monarch j and he thenceforth expreffed himfelf in 
favour of the French alliance- 

r * 

When matters feemed to be fufficiently prepared, Bonnivet opened to the car- 
dinal his mafter's defiire of recovering Tournay ; and Wolfey, immediately, withr. 
out hefitation, engaged to efFeft his purpofe. He took an opportunity of repre* 
fenting to Henry and the Englifh counil, that Tournay lay fo remote from Calais,, 
that it. would be very difficult, if not impoffible, in cafe of war, to keep the 
communication open , between, thefe two places : that as it was fituated on the 
frontiers both of France and fhe Netherlands, it niuft neceffarily, either by force 
or famine, fall into the hands of the firft aifailanu 
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Thefe reafons being deemed con vincive by the Engtifh council, a treaty was 
concluded for the ceflion of Tournay j and in order to give that meafure a move 
graceful appearance, it was agreed that the dauphin and the princefs Mary, 
daughter to Henry, both of them infants, fliould be betrothed, and that this 

city fhould be considered as the dowry of the princefs. But as Henry had been, 
at considerable expence in the ere&ionof a -citadel at Tournay, Francis agreed 
to pay him fix .hundred thoufand crowns at twelye annual payments, and to put 
into his hands; eight hoftages, all of them noblemen, for the performance of the 

article* : and. left cardinal 'Wol fey (hould- think himfelf neglected in thefe ftipu- 
lations, Francis promifed him a yearly penfion of twelve thoufand livres as an 
equivalent tor his administration of the bifhoprick of Tournay. Wolfey attemp- 
ted to procure the reititution of Calais, but found fuch a itrenuous oppofition 
to the diftant overtures which he made for that purpofe in the Englifh council, 
that.he : did not think it prudent. to proceed any farther in the bufinefs. 

A. D. 1519. J But while" Francis was diligenty employed in fecuring the 
amity of the neighbouring powers, an event occurred, that formed a kind of 
sera, in the general fyftem ,of Europe. Ibis was the death of the emperor Maxi- 
milian, who expired at Lintz . upon the Danube, on the twelfth of January 
1559. 

On the death of Maximilian two candidates afpired to the vacant dignity 9 
Francis and Charles , and the ; attention of all Europe was fixed upon this com- 
petition, no lefs illuftrious from the high rank of the candidates, than from the 
importance of the prize for which they contended. Each urged his pretenfions 
with fanguine expectations, and no unpromifmg profpeft of fuccefs. Charles 
cpnfidered the Imperial crown as belonging to him of right, from its long con- 
tinuance in the Auftrian line ; he knew that no one of the German princes was 
fufficiently powerful to become his rival ; he flattered himfelf that no' confidera- 
tion would induce the natives of Germany to exalt any foreign potentate to a 
dignity, which, during .fomariy ages, had been deemed peculiar to their own 
nation ; and lead of all, that they would confer this honour upon Francis, the 
fovereign of a people whofe genius, laws, and manners differed fo widely from 
thofe of the Germans, that it was hardly poflible to eftablifh any cordial union 
between them. He did not, however, truft the fuccefs of his caufe to thefe alone. 
Great funis of money were remitted from Spain; and a confiderable body of 
troops kept on foot by the dates of the circle of Suabia was fecretly taken 
into his pay. The venal were gained by prefents ; the obje&ions of the more 
fcrupulous were anfwered or eluded j and fome feeble princes : were threatened 
or overawed^t 

Francis, on the other hand, fupported his claim with equal eagerhefs, and no 
lefs confidence of its being founded on juftice. It was contended by his emmifaries* 

w 
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» / i . . . i. : ' 

Memoirs du Bellay, lib. i. — Mezerai, torn. vii. p. 264. 

\ Ciiicciardini, torn. iii. p.. ^63.-— Sleidait, Hift, of the Reformation.— Struvii Corp. Hift. Ger« 
man*— Robertforw 



« 3 6 HISTORY! OF FRANCE; [1519 

that it was now high time to convince the 'princes of thehoufe of Auftria that the 
Imperial crown was ele&ive, and not hereditary y that other perfons might afpire 
to an honour which their arrogance had, at length , led them to regard as the 
property of their family ; that it required a fovereign of mature judgment and 
approved abilities, to hold the. reins of government, in a country where fuch un- 
known opinions concerning religion had been publifhed (alluding to the do&rmes 

of the reformers, then recently propagated) as had thrown the minds of men into 
an uncommon agitation, which threatened to be productive of the mod violent 
eftefts. That the eleftion of Charles would be inconfiftent with a fundamental 
conftitution, by which the perfon that holds the crown of Naples is excluded from 
afpiring to the Imperial dignity ; that his elevation to that honour would foon 
kindle a war in Italy, on account of his pretenfions to the duchy of Milan, 
the effects of which could not fail of reaching the empire, and might prove fatal 
to it.* As the expeditious method of tranfmitting money, and the decent mode 
of conveying a bribe by : bills of exchange, was then little known, the French 
ambafladors travelled with a train of horfes loaded with treafure. 

Such was the fituation of affairs when the diet was.opened.at Frankfort* on the 
feventeenth of June. The right of chufing an emperor had long been vefied in 
feven great princes, diftinguifhed by the name of Electors. But, notwithftanding 
the fpecious arguments produced by the ambafladors of Charles and Francis, in 
favour of their refpeftive mailers, and in fpite of ail their felicitations, intrigues 1 , 
and prefents, the electors did not forget that maxim on which the liberty : of the 
German conftitution was thought , to be founded. To ele& either of the con- 
tending monarchs would have been a grofs violation of that falutary maxim j 
would, have given to the empire a matter inftead of a head ; and would have re- 
duced themfelves from the rank of equals to the condition of fubje£ts.f : 

Impreffed with.thefe ideas, all the ele&ors directed their eyes to Frederick, duke 
of Saxony, a prince, who from the dignity of his virtues, and the fplendbur 6f 
his talents, had acquired the honourable appellation of The Sage, and- they, tmani- 
moufly offered him the Imperial crown. Unfed uced by an objeft fo alluring, 
Frederick required a fhort time for deliberation, and magnanimoufly rejefted the 
proffered diadem. His rejection of a gift which the proudeft monarchs had 
courted with avidity, was accompanied by an obfervation on the impolicy of in- 
variably adhering, to a maxim, which, though, juft in many cafes, could not be 
applicable to all. . " In times of tranquillity" — faid Frederick — < c we wifh for an 
" emperor who has not power to invade our liberties ; times of danger require 
* c one who has the ability to provide for our fafety. . The Turkifh armies are 
* c now affembling under the condu£l of a prince diiiinguilhed for his gallantry, 
CQ and fluftied with conqueft. They are preparing to rufh like a torrent- upon 
f* Germany, with a .violence unprecedented in former times. New conjectures call 
m for new expedients. Some hand more potent than mine, or that, of any other 

# Guicciardini. — La Saltans. — Robertfon.; f Robertfon, 
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cc German prince,' mult, at this period, be entruftcd with the Imperial icepfre ; 
iC .for we poffefs neither dominions, revenues, nor authority, which can enable 
us to face fuch a formidable foe. Recourfe, therefore, muft be had to one 
" of the rival monarchs, each of whom can bring into the field forces fufficient 
" for our defence. But as the king of Spain is of German extraction; as he 
** is a member and prince of the empire, by the territories he inherits front 
his grandfather ; a$ his dominions lie contiguous to the frontier which is mofc 

expofed to attack ; his claim is, in my opinion, preferable to that of a ft ranger 
to our language, to our blood, and to our country ; and, therefore, 1 give my 



it 



" vote to raife him to the Imperial throne/* 
• This opinion di&ated by fuch uncommon generofity, and fupported by argu- 
ments fo plaufible, made a deep hnpreifion on the electors. The Spaoiih party 
among the electors : daily gained- grouud ; and even the pope*s nuncio, con- 
vinced of the inutility, of farther oppofition, endeavoured to acquire fome merit 
with the future emperor, by offering voluntarily, in the name of his matter, a 
difpenfation to hold the Imperial crown in conjunction with that of Naples.* 

On the twenty-eighth of June, five months and ten days after the death of 

Maximilian, this important conteft, which had holden all Europe in fufpence, 
was decided. Six of the ele£tors had already declared for the king of Spain ; 
and the archbilhop of Treves, the only firm adherent to the French intereft, 
having, at laft, joined his* brethren, Charles was, by the unanimous voice of the 
ele&oral college, ratted to the imperial throne, under the title of Charles the 

Fifth. ' ' . 

The French ambaffador, Bonnivet, who had entertained the moft fanguine 
expectations of iuccefs, was fo mortified at the difappointment he experienced on 
this occafion, that it was fome time before he could prevail upon himfelf to 
make his appearance at court, Francis himfelf, although he had been frequently 
heard to fay to the Spanifh ambafiadors — " Tour mqfter and I are fuitors to the 
fame miftrefs ; the more fortunate will carry her ; but the other muft remain content* 
ed"-— was equally mortified with his ambaffador, though he took care to dif- 
guife his feelings. From this moment, Charles, mere fortunate or more politic^ 
appears to have acquired an afcendancy over Francis, which he always pre- 
ferved. 

A. D. 1520. j Francis, alarmed at the augmented fplendour and power of 
Charles, and mortified at the preference given to that prince in the fight of all 
Europe, endeavoured, by a drift alliance with Henry, to balance the acquifion of 



&4 



4( 



his rival. He had befQre folicited an interview with the EnglHh monarch, which 
Charles had in vain endeavoured to prevent, by making a voyage to England, 
where he flattered the king, -and detached his favourite Wolfey from the intereft 
of France. . Whatever imprefiion the engaging manners of Francis, or. the libe- 
ral and unfufpicious confidence with which he treated Henry, made on the mind 

.* Freheri Rer» Germ T Scriptores, yol, ft. p % 172,— Gianone, Iftgria di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 49s, 
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by Charles with lefs pomp than that near Guifnes, but with greater attention to 
his political intereft. 



t i 



John 



] By the treaty of Noy 



honour, and prompted by intereft, to reftore to his .throne ; but though frequent 
applications had been made to Charles for the purpofe, he continually eluded them 
upon frivolous pretexts ; and Francis, therefore, thought . himfelf authorifed by 
that treaty to aflift the exiled family. Henry dfAlbret hadfucceeded to the claims 



John 



and 



him to the throne of his anceftors. The jun&ure appeared peculiarly favourable 
for fuch an enterprife, Charles was at a distance from that part of his dominions j 
the troops ufually ftationed there had been called away to quell the commotions in 
Spain ; the Spanifli malecontents warmly fo licked Francis to invade Navarre, in 
which a confiderabie faction was ready to declare for the defendants of their an- 
cient monarchs. . Lefparre had neither talents nor experience for the difcharge of 
that important truft to which,; through the .powerful influence, of his .connexions, 
he had been recommended ; buc as there was no army in the field to . oppofe him; 
he reduced in a few days, the whole kingdom, without meeting with any obftruc- 
tion but from the city of Pampeluna; nor would the flight refiftaftce made by 
that fortrefs have deferved notice, if Ignatius Loyola, a gentleman of Bifcay, had 
not been dangeroufly wounded in its defence. During the flow progrefs of. a lin- 
gering cure, Loyola happened to have no other amufement thah what he could 
find in the perufal of the lives of the faints. The effeffc, of fuch reading on his 
mind, naturally enthufiaftic, but ambitious and darings was to. infpire him with 
fuch a defire of emulating the glory of thefe c '< fabulous; worthies of the Roman 
church, 55 as led him into the wild eft and moft extravagant adventures, which ter- 
minated in the institution of the fociety of Jefuits, the moft political arid beft re- 
gulated of all the monaftic orders, and from which mankind have derived more 
advantage, and received greater: detriment, than ■from any; other of thefe religious 



fraternities*. 
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per precautions for fecuring his conqueft, the kingdom, of Navarre might ftill have 
remained annexed to. the crown of France in reality, as well as in title.. But fti- 
mulated by the ardour of youth, and encouraged by Francis, who was too apt 
to be .dazzled with, fuccefs, he imprudently entered the dominions of Spain,: arid 
laid fiege to Logrogno, a fmall town in Caftile., This roufed. the Gatfilians:>from 
the lethargy in which they had hitherto appeared to be involved, and having near- 
, ly cpmpofed their own private diflentions, both parties exerted themfelves. .with 

emulation in defence of their country. The fudden advance of their troops, to- 

ft 
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gether with the gallant defence made by the inhabitants of Logrogno, obliged 

the French general to abandon his rafti enterprife. The Spanifh army, which daily 
encreafed, haraffing him during his retreat, he, inftead of taking fhelter under 
the cannon of Pampeluna, or waiting the arrival of fix thoufand Navarefe, who 
were marching to his affiftance, attacked the Spaniards in the plains of Squiros, 
though far fuperior to him in number, with great impetuofity, but with fo little 
condutt, that his forces were totally routed ; Lefparre himfelf was wounded and 
taken prifoner ; and Spain recovered poffeffion of Navarre in (till lefs time than 
the French had fpent in the conqueft of it*. 

While Francis endeavoured to juftify his invafion of Navarre, by carrying it 
on in the name of Henry d'Albret, the lawful fovereign of that country, another 
fubjeft for difpute occurred between the rival monarchs : — Robert de la Mark, 
prince of Sedan, having abandoned the fervice of Charles, on account of an en- 
croachment which the Aulic council had made on his jurifdi&ion, and having ap- 
plied for prote&ion to the king of France, fent a herald, in the heat of refent- 
ment, to Worms, to declare war againft the emperor in form. He then entered 
Luxembourg, with troops levied in France, and after ravaging the open country, 
laid fiege to Vireton. Of this Charles complained loudly, as a direft violation 

• of the peace which fubfifted between the two crowns, while Francis difavowed the 
•tranfaclion, and confented to fubmit the decifion of their differences to the arbi- 
tration of Henry -of England, who accordingly fent Wolfey to Calais, where the 
.conferences were opened, and commanded de la Mark to difband his troops. 

Charles, meanwhile, had affembled an army of twenty thoufand men, which, 

under the count of Naflau, invaded the territories of Robert, and in a few days 

.reduced all the towns they contained, except Sedan. Having thus puniihed the 

♦ prince who had prefumed to defy him by a declaration of war, Charles would na- 
turally have withdrawn his forces, had he been difpofed to the adoption of pacific 
meafures ; but before he had received any caufe for complaint againft Francis, he 

.had formed a refolution of humbling the power of a monarch who was as much 
his fuperior in all the amiable and manly qualities of the human mind, as he fell 
Jhort of him in cunning, artifice, and fraud. For the promotion of his hofiile 
and ambitious views, he had found means to engage in his intereft the fovereign 
pontiff, who preferred the labyrinth of politics to the plain path of religion. An 
ambitious prieft is, at all times, a deteftable chara&er ; but a minifter of a God of 
Peace, who, a&uated by an infatiate thirft of power, feeks to extend his 



authority by the effufion of human blood, merits the execration of mankind. 



Leo, though poffeff^d of many excellent endowments, fell into the fame error, 
or rather adopted the fame vices, by which too many of his predeceffors had 
been diftinguifhed ; purfuing the wretched fyftem of policy that prevailed among 
•the Italian princes, and of which treachery and fraud formed the leading charac- 
teriftics, he refolved to facrifice his honour to his intereft. He firft concluded a 
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treaty of alliance with Francis, by which he engaged to aflift that monarch in 
recovering the kingdom of Naples, a part whereof was to be ceded to the pope's 
nephew, and the remainder to be governed by a papal legate, during the minority 
of young Henry, fecond fon to the king of France, who was to be inverted, by 
Leo, with the dignity of king of Naples*. But, allured by the profpeft of reap- 
ing greater advantages, from an alliance with the emperor, the perfidious pontiff 
foon deferted Francis, and made overtures of friend Ihip, though with great fe- 
crecy, to Charles. A treaty was foon concluded, by which it was ftipulated, that 
the pope and emperor fhould join their forces for the expulfion of the French 
from the duchy of Milan,' the poffeffion of which fhould be given to Francefeo 
Sforza, (a fon of Ludovico the Moor) who had refided at Trent, fince the rime 
his brother Maximilian had been difpoffeffed of his dominions by the French king; 
that Parma and Placentia fhould be reftored to the church ; that the emperor 
fhould aflift the pope in conquering Ferrara ; that the annual tribute paid by the 
kingdom of Naples to the holy fee fhould be encreafed ; that the emperor fliould 
take the family of Medici under his prote&ion ; that he fhould grant to the car- 
dinal de Medicis a pennon of ten thoufand ducats upon the archbifhopric of To- 
ledo j and fettle lands in the kingdom of Naples to the fame value upon Alexan- 
der, the natural fon of Lorenzo de Medicis. 

Charles having thus fecured the alliance of the pope, and the friendfhip of 
Wolfey, for whom he had promifed to obtain the papal dignity, on the death of 
Leo, refolved to embrace the firft opportunity of coming to an open rupture 
with France. In confequence of this determination, the count of NafTua had no 
fooner difpoffeffed the prince of Sedan, than he received orders to advance to- 
wards the frontiers of France, where he, foon after, laid fiege to Mouffon. The 

cowardice of the garrifon having obliged Montmort, the governor, to furrender 

almoft without refiflance, Naffau inverted Mezieres, a place the poffeffion of which 
would have enabled the Imperial army to penetrate into the heart of Champagne, 
where there was fcarcely any other town capable of obftru&ing its progrefs. — 
Happily for France, the king, fenfibleof the importance of this fortrefs committed 
the defence of it to the chevalier Bayard, who had already fignalized his zeal and 
courage in Italy, and who, by his valour and integrity, had merited and obtained 
the honourable appellation of — " The Knight without Fear, and without re- 
froach\ I" — In the defence of Mexieres Bayard difplayed all the talents of a great 
general, and, by repeated exertions of valour and conduct, he contrived to pro- 
traft the fiege to a confidereble length, and in the end obliged the Imperialifts to 
retire, with infamy and lofsj. The fer vices of Bayard, on this occafion, were 
rewarded with the collar of Saint-Michael, and a company of one hundred 
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dome reduced the towns of Bapeaume and Landrici. The Imperialfts, flying be- 
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fore the fuperior forces of France, retired to Valenciennes, where they were rein- 

. forced by a confiderable body of troops, commanded by the emperor himfelf* 
The king, meanwhile, having entered Artois, threw a bridge over the Scheld, 
between Bouchain and Valenciennes. NafiTua had been detached by Charles to 
prevent the troops from pafling the river, but he arrived too late ; all the infan- 
try had already palled, and were drawn up on the oppofite fide in order of bat- 
tie ; and while he was deliberating whether he fliould attack them or not the ca- 
valry joined them, when Nafifua thought it prudent to retire. The retreat of the 
Imperialfts was favoured by a fog ; the French, were apprifed of the circum- 
ftance foon enough to have followed them and cut off the whole army* ; and the 
conftable, la Tremouille and Chabannes, were eager to embrace the opportunity, 
but this was oppofed by the duke of Alenc^on and Chatillon, and unfortunately 
their advice was fuftered to prevail. A party, indeed, was already formed againft 
the conftable, and it was "determined to reject whatever he fliould propofe ; the 
king had juft affronted that nobleman in the mod fenfible manner, by giving the 
command of the van to the duke of Alenijon, though this poft of honour be- 
longed to Bourbon, as a prerogative of his office. Accordingly when, after that 
prince had revolted, he was called upon to refign the conftable's fword, he repli- 
ed, " The king took it from me at the paffage of the Scheie! " The king retook Bou- 
chain ; but he endeavoured in vain to relieve Tournay, which, after a fix months 
fiege, furrendered to the Imperialifls. The redu&ion of Uefdin by the French 
concluded the campaign. 

The French arms had been equally fuccefsful in Navarre ; d'Eftififac having af- 
fembled the fcattered- remains of Lefparres' army, fortified the towns of Bayonne 
and Saint John-de-Luze, while the young king of Navarre reduced feveral other 

• places. Bonnivet, who had become a favourite with the king, but (Hi! more 

with the duchefs of AngouMmc, and had recently been promoted to the rank of 

general, was fent to their affiflance with an army of fix thoufand Lanfquenets, un- 
der the count of Guife, and four hundred men at arms. After taking feveral for- 
treflfes in Navarre, they paffed the river at Andaye, where they put a body of 
Spaniards to flight, and made a fudden and unexpe&ed attack on Fontarabia, 
which capitulated after the fir ft aflault. Bonnivet, proud of his fuccefs, haftened 
to court to reap the laurels which he flattered himfelf he had deferved. 

During thefe operations in the field, the conferences had been carried on at 
Calais ; but when the conditions on which hoftilities might be terminated came to 
be confidered, the emperor's propofals were fuch as difcovered either that he was 
utterly averfefrom peace, or that he knew Wolfey would fanftion with his appro- 
bation whatever terms he might offer. He demanded the reflitution of the duchy 
. of Burgundy, a province, the pofleflion of which would have given him accefs 
into the heart of the kingdom ; and required a difcharge of the homage due to 
the crown of France for the counties of Flanders and Artois, which had been paid 

# P. Mart, Ep. 747. — Mem. de DuBellay, p. 35, 
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by his anceftors, and which he himfelf had, on the acceffion of Francis* renewedr 
Thefe terms, to which an high-fpirited prince would fcarcely have liftened, after 
the difafters of a moft unfortunate war, Francis rejected with great difdain ; and 
Charles fhewing no inclination to comply with the more equal and moderate pro- 
portions of the French monarch, that he fhould reftore Navarre to its lawful 
prince, and withdraw 7 his troops from the fige of Tournay, the congrefs broke up, 
without coming to any decifion. 

Meanwhile the league between the pope and the emperor produced great effe&s 
in Italy, and rendered Lombardy the theatre of war. The pride, rapacity, and 
imperious conduct of Lautrec, governor cf the Milanefe, and of his brother 
Lefcun, known by the name of the marefchal de Fcix, had totally alienated the 
affe-ftions of the people from France, driven many of the principal citizens into 
banifhment, and forced others to retire for their own fafety. Among the laft was- 
Jerome Morone, vice-chancellor of Milan, a man diftinguiflied for his intriguing 
fpirit and fubtle genius. He repaired to Francefco Sforza, whofe brother he had 
betrayed, and fufpecting the pope's intentions of attacking the Milanefe, although 
his treaty with the emperor had not yet been made public, he propofed to Leo, 
in the name of Sforza, a fcheme for furprifing feveral places, in that duchy by 
means of the exiles, who, from hatred to the French, and from attachment to 
their former matters, were ready for any defperate enterprife. Leo not only- 
encouraged the attempt, but advanced a confiderable fum for the execution of It 
and when, through unforfeen accidents, it failed of fuccefs in every part, he al- 
lowed the exiles, who had aflembled in a body, to retire to Reggio, which be- 
longed, at that time, to the church. The marefchal de Foix, who commanded 
at Milan, in the abfence of his brother Lautrec, informed of their refort, marched 
into the ecclefiaftical territories, and invefted Reggio ; but the vigilance and g^od 
conduft of Guicciardini, the hiftorian governor of that place, obliged the French, 
general to abandon the enterprife with difgrace.* Leo eagerly feized this pretext 
for an open rupture with France ; and now pretended to conclude a treaty with' 
Don John Manual, the Imperial ambaflador at Rome, although it had really 
been figned fome months before ; and publicly excommunicated de Foix as an im- 
pious invader of Saint-Peter's patrimony. 

Francis, apprifed of the danger to which his Italian dominions were expofed, 
immediately commanded Lautrec to repair to his government. That general, who 
was well acquainted with the great negled of economy in the adminiftration of 
the king's finances, and who knew how much the troops in the Milanefe had al- 
ready fuffered for want of their pay, refufed to fet out, unlefs immediately fup- 
plied with the fum of three hundred thoufand crowns. But the king, the 
duchefs of Angouleme, and Semblancy, fuperintendant of finances, having' 
pledged their words, in the moft folemn manner, that, on his arrival at Milan 5 . 

he fhouid find remittances to the amount he demanded, he ventured to depart, 

# Guicciardini, torn. iii. lib. 14,— Mem. de Du jBellay, 
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Thefe promifes, however, were violated, and the duchefs of Angotileme, partly 

from avarice, and partly from an inveterate diflike fhe had conceived to Lautrec, 
who had been rather too free in his remarks on the numerous adventures to which 
her amorous difpofition had given rife, feized the three hundred thoufand crowns, 
and appropriated them to her own ufe. 

Lautrec, however, (till continued to levy a powerful army, though far inferior 
in number to that of the confederates ; a&ing chiefly on the defenfive, he per- 
perpetually harrafled the troops he could not venture to attack, and by his fuperi- 
or fldil kept the enemy in awe, and effeftually impeded the progrefs of their arms. 
But all his meafures were difconcerted by an accident which no penetration 
could forfee, nor prudence prevent. A body of twelve thoufand Swifs ferved in 
his army under the banner of the republic, with which France was in alliance. 
By a law, eftablifhed among the cantons, their troops were not hired out by 
public authority to both the contending parties in any war. This law, indeed, 
had been fometimes eluded, and private perfons had been allowed to inlift in what 
fervice they pleafed, though not under the public banners, but under thofe of 
their officers. The cardinal of Sion, (a Swifs by birth) who frill preferved his 
influence over his countrymen and his enmity againft France, having prevailed on 
them to permit a levy of this kind, twelve thoufand Swifs joined the army of the 
confederates. The cantons, feeing fuch numbers of their countrymen and his 
enmity againft: France, having prevailed on them to permit a levy of this kind, 
twelve thoufand Swifs joined the army of the confederates. The cantons, feeing 
fuch numbers of their countrymen marching under hoftile ftandards, and intent 
on mutual deftruttion, became fo fenfible of the infamy to which they would be ex- 
pofed, as well as the lofs they might fuftain, that they difpatched couriers, com- 
manding their people to leave both armies, and to return forthwith into their own 
country. The cardinal of Sion, however, by corrupting the meifengers appointed 
to carry this order, prevented it from being delivered to the Swifs in the fervice 
of the confederates ; but being intimidated, in due form, to thofe in the French 

army, they, fatigued with the length of the campaign, and murmuring for want 
of pay, inftantly yielded obedience, in fpite of Lautrec's remonftrances. This 
defe&ion of the Swifs was followed by the reduction of Milan, which was be- 
trayed to Colonna, the general of Leo ; the other cities of the duchy foon imitated 
the example of the capital ; Parma and Placentia were united to the domains of 
the church ; and the town of Cremona, with the caftle of Milan, and a few 

anconfideiable forts, only remained in the hands of the French. Lautrec, with 
the remains of his fhattered army, retired precipitately towards the territories of 
the Venetiens, who had peremptorily rejefted the felicitations of the pope, and 
faithfully adhered to their alliance with France. 

The news of this fuccefs had fuch an elfecl; upon Leo, that he was immediately 
feized with a fever, (if the French hiftorians may be credited) which put an end 
to his exigence, on the fecond of December, 1521. By this unexpected acci- 
dent the fpirit of the confederacy, was broken, and its operations fufpended y the 
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Swifs were recalled by the cantons; fome other mercenaries difbanded for want of 
pay ; and only the Spaniards, and a few Germans in the Imperial fervice, re- 
mained to defend the Milanefe : but Lautrec deftitute both of men and money, 
was wholly unable to improve the favourable opportunity. 

A. D. 1522.] In the conclave as in the cabinet, the policy of Charles prevailed 
over that of Francis, and the facred college, after much contention, raifed cardi- 
nal Adrian of Utrecht, who governed Spain in the emperor's name, (and was 
confequently devoted to his intereft) to the papal dignity. The war in the Milanefe 
was refumed with frelh vigour ; the Swifs, enraged at the deception palled on 
them by the cardinal of Sion 3 cemented their alliance with the king of France, 

and fent him a fupply of fixteen thoufand men; the Venetians, too, evinced the 
greateil zeal for his fervice. But all thefe appearances proved deceitful : Guicci- 
ardini, not lefs fkilful as a general, than eminent as an hi! torian, repulfed, by his 
valour and addrefs, a bold and vigorous attack which Lautrec made on the city 
of Parma, of which he was governor. The Venetians, by their negligence, dif- 
fered fix thoufand Lanfquenets, under the conduct of Jerome Adorno, to etTeft 
a junftion with the confederates; and another body, led by Francefco Sforza, to 
advance as far as Pavia, where they halted j while the French army lay encamped 
at Caffano, between that city and Milan. Here he was joined by a conliderable 
reinforcement from France, under the conduct of his brother, the marefchal de 
Foix, accompanied by Bayard and Navarre, who, on their road, had reduced 

the towns of Novara and Vigevano. Sforza, however, had contrived to elude 
the vigilance of Lautrec, and had marched to Milan, where he was received 
amidft the acclamations of the people. The French were repulfed in an attack 
upon Pavia, and as a fcarcity of provifion began to be felt in their camp, they 
took the road to Mouza, and endeavoured to advance to Arona, whither the 
money deftined for the pay of the troops had arrived from France ; but the Im- 
perialifis, aware of their obje£t, ftationed their army in fuch a pofition as to pre- 
ent its accomplifhment. The Swifs, who had before been clamarous for their 
pay, now loft all patience, and crowding around Lautrec, threatened inftantly 
to retire, if he did not either advance the pay that was due, or promife to lead 
them next morning to battle. In vain did Lautrec expatiate on the impoffibility 
of the former, and the temerity of the latter, which muft be attended with cer- 
tain deftru&ion, as the enemy occupied a camp (at Bicocca) ftrong by nature, 
and rendered almoft inaccefhbly by art. Deaf to reafon, and confident of fuccefs, 
the Swifs renewed their demand with encreafed ferocity, and offered themfelves 
to lead the attack. Lautrec was thus compelled to aft in opposition to his own 
jndgment, and when the morn approached, the Swifs appeared in arms, and 
with intrepidity equal to their obftinacy marched againft the enemy, deeply en- 
trenched on every fide, furrounded with artillery, and prepared to receive them. 
As they advanced, they fuftained a furious cannonade with great firmnefs, and 
without waiting for their own artillery ruftied impetuoufly upon the entrench- 
ments. After incredible exertions of valour, which were bravely feconded by the 
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French, they were compelled to give up the vain attempt, and to retire with the 

lofs of three thoufand men. To that courage which had defpifed all danger, fuc- 
ceeded a pufillanimity which reje&ed all refource. They retired to a valley* and 
peremptorily refufed to renew the attack in a quarter where they would have met 
with much lefs refiftance. The Venetians, too, remained in a (late of inactivity, 
and refufed to make a diverfion unattended with danger, and the only object of 
which was to prevent the enemy from dire&ing their whole force againft the mare- 
fchal de Foix, who, by a defperate effort of valour, had forced his way over a 
ftone bridge into the c mp. Not being feconded, he was compelled to retreat by 
the fame bridge, atafkof extreme difficulty, but which, by a difplay of prudence 
equal to his courage, he did in good order. Lautrec was prefent every where ; 
never had he difplayed greater {kill : and notwithftanding the 1 n n u m era d le diffi. 
culties he had to encounter, he would inevitably have gained the victory had his 
orders been obeyed. He propofed to renew the attack the next morning, but the 
Swifs, dilcouraged by the lofs they had already fuftained, not only refufed to fight, 
but left the camp, and fet out for their own country. Lautrec defpairing, after 
this diminution of his forces, to make any farther refiftance, retired into France, 
after throwing garrifons into Cremona and fome other places, all of which, except 
the citadel of Cremona, foon furrendered to the confederates. 

Thefe difafters were fpeedily fucceded by the lofs of Genoa and the defe&ion 
of the Venetians, who were, at length, induced to conclude a peace with the 
emperor; and. Francis had now to oppofe a confederacy of all the Italian princes, 
excepting only the duke of Savoy. 

A. D. 1523.] The Spaniards, meanwhile, had attacked Fontarabia, which 
was gallantly defended by Du Lude, during a vigorous fiege of thirteen months, 
when the approach of Chabannes, with a powerful reinforcement, compelled the 
enemy to retire ; but on the return of Du Lude to France, the command of that 
important fortrefs devolved on Frauget, who, on a renewal of the fiege, immedi- 
ately furrendered it to the Spaniards ; an act of cowardice which was punifhed by 
degrading him from the rank of a nobleman. 

Meanwhile, the duke of Bourbon, inflamed by a repetition of injuries, had re- 
courfe to meafures which defpair alone could have di&ated. He entered into in- 
trigues with the Imperial court, and offered to transfer his allegiance from his na- 
tural fovereign to the emperor, and to affift him in the conqueft of France. Charles, 
as well as the king of England, to whom the fecret was communicated*, expecting 
to derive great advantage from his revolt, were ready to receive him with open 
arms, and fpared neither promifes nor allurements which might tend to confirm 
him in his refolution. He was included as a principal in the treaty between Charles 
and Henry and the counties of Provence and Dauphine were to be fettled on 
him, with the title of king. 

The rumour of Bourbon's intrigues had reached the ear of Francis, who, far 

from giving credit to the report, had an interview with the duke at Moulin, 

* 
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where he informed him of what he had heard, at the fame time affuring him of his; 
friendihip, and requefting he would accompany him to Italy. The conftable ac- 
knowledged that he had received fome propofals from the emperor, but declared 
that he had reje&ed them with difdain, and only wifhed for an opportunity of fig- 
nalifing his zeal and fidelity to his fovereign. Francis paid implicit belief to what 
he foid, and proceeded on his journey ; the conftable let out foon after, apparent- 
ly with an intention of following him, but turning fuddenly to the left be croffed 
the Rhone, efcaped all the parties which the king (fenfible too late of his creduli- 
ty) fent out to intercept him, and joined the emperor's army in Italy. 

The king took every poffible precaution to avert the ill effects of the irrepara- 
ble error which he had committed. He fecured' all the towns in the conflable's 
territories ; he feized all the gentlemen whom he could fufpeft of being his 
affociates ; and as he had not yet difcovered the whole extent of the confpiracy, 
he relinquifhed his intention of leading his army in perfon into Italy, and entruft- 

ed the command of that expedition to admiral Bonnivet, who palfed the Alps with 
thirty thoufand men. 

Colonna, who was entrufted with the defence of the Milaneafe, was [by no 
means, prepared to refift fuch. a" formidable force; deflitute of refourfes, he 
could only attempt to guard the paffage of the river Tefino againft the French ; 
but in this he was foiled ; Bonnivet croffed the river without lofs, at a ford which 
had been negle&ed, and, at his approach, the Imperials retired to Milan, pre- 
paring to abandon the town as foon as the French fhould appear before it. By 
an unaccountable negligence, which Guicciardini afcribes to infatuation, Bon- 
nivet delayed his march for three or four days, and thereby loft the opportunity 
with which good fortune had prefented him. The citizens recovered from their 
-confirmation ; Colonna, (till a&ive at the age of fourfcore, and Morone, whofe 
enmity to France rendered him indefatigable, made every preparation for a vigo- 
rous defence;; and when Bonnivet arrived, after a fruitlefs attack on the town, 
he was obliged, by the inclemency of the weather, to retire into winter quarters. 

During thefe tranfaftions, pope Adrian died, to the great joy of the Roman 
people, who publickly hailed his phyfican, as The Deliverer of his Country. He 
was fucceeded in the chair of Saint Peter by the cardinal de Medicis, who affum- 
ed the appelation of Clement the Seventh. 

La Tremouille had a more formidable enemy to encounter in Picardy, invaded 
by the united armies of England and Flanders, amounting to four-and-twenty 
thoufand men. The duke of Suffolk, who commanded them, penetrated as far 
as the banks of the Oyfe, within eleven leagues of Paris, filling that capital with 
confirmation. But the arrival of the duke of Vendome, with a body of troops 
detached by the king, who was ftill at Lyons ; the active gallantry of the French 
officers, who perpetually haraffed the enemy ; the rigour of a feafon more than 
ufually inclement, together with a fcarcity of provifions, compelled the Englilh 
to retire ; and la Tremouille had the glory of having, with a handful of men, 

checked the progrefs of a formidable army, and of expelling them with ignominy 

from the territories of France* 



* 
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A. D. 1524.3 Francis having repelled this formidable invafion, ought cer- 
tainly to have contented himfelf with providing for the future defence of his king- 
dom againft fimilar attacks; but having a numerous and well-appointed army at 
his command, he could not withftand the temptation which now prefented itfelf 

to his view, for the recovery of the Milanefe. In vain did his wifeft rriinifters and 
generals attempt to diffuade him from this imprudent enterprife, by reprefenting 
the danger of taking the field at fuch an advanced feafon of the year, with an 
army compofed chiefly of Swifs and Germans, to whofe caprices he muft be fub- 
jett in alibis operations, and on whofe fidelity his fafety muft .abfoluteiy .depend* 
Francis was deaf to their felicitations, and began his march, croffed the Alps at 
Mount Cenis, and advanced diredtly to Milan, where their .unexpected arrival 00 
cafioned fuch confternation, that although Pefcara entered the city with fome of 
his beft troops, he found it impoffible to defend it; and having thrown a garrifoiL 
into the citadel, he retired through one gate while the French entered at another* 
Francis was guilty of a fatal error., in not immediately purfuing the Jmperialifts, 
who repaired to Loda on the Adda, an untenable poft, which they had refolved 
to abandon on his approach. Inftead of doing this, to which he was advifed by 
his molt experienced generals, he unfortunately efpoufed the opinion of Bonnivet; 
and, on the -eighteenth of Oftoher, laid fiege to Pavia on the Tefmo. The pof- 
feffion of Pavia would, indeed, have been an objeft of importance, fince it would 
have opened to-the French a free paffage into a country, fertile and extenfive ; but 
the fcafon was too far advanced for forming the fiege of a place fo ftrongly forti- 
fied, and garrifoned by fix thoufand veterans, under the command of a brave and 
•experienced general. 

The king profecuted the fiege with vigour, and during three months every ex- 
•ertion of art and valour was employed for reducing the town, but the vigilant 
•activity and enterprifing fpirit of the governor, Antonio de Leyva, rendered them 

all fruitlefs. 

While Francis lay before the town, Clement the Seventh, jealous of the em- 
peror's power, endeavoured to bring about a peace, which would leave the king 
in poffelTion of the Milnnefe; and when 'Charles rejected his propofals with difdaiu, 

lie immediately concluded a treaty of neutrality with the king of France, in which 

the republic of Florence was included*. Francis having thus deprived the em- 
peror of his two moft powerful allies, and fecured a paflage for his own troops 
through their territories, was fo imprudent as to detach fix thoufand men, under 
the command of John Stuart, duke of Albany, to invade the kingdom of Naples, 
in the vain hope that Lannoy would t>e induced to recai a part of the Imperial 
army from the Milanefe. 

A. D. 1525.] The garrifon of Pavia was, by this time, reduced to the greateft 
extremity ; and the Germans, having received no pay for feven months, threat- 
ened to deliver the town to the French, a difafter which the Imperial generals 

# Guicciardini, torn, iii, lib. xv. p. 4A8. 
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refolved to avoid by immediately marching to their relief. This they were com- 
pelled to do, by the arrival of twelve thoufand Germans, whom Bourbon had 
juft brought to their affiftance, which gave them a fuperiority over the French 9 
who were confiderably weakened, as well by the detachment fent to Naples, as 
by another, under the command of the marquis of Saluzzo, which had reduced 
Savona, defeated four thoufand Spaniards, and infulted the city of Genoa : and, 
laflly, by the defection of the Grifons, who were recalled to the defence of their 

own territories. 

Two falfe attacks were made by the enemy on the French camp, in the night 
of the twenty- third of February j while they were employed in deftroying the 
wall by fapping ; this they did fo effectually, that at break of day on the twenty- 
fourth, a breach fixty toifes in length was effected, by which the Imperialifts en* 
tered the camp. They rufhed on with fuch impetuofity, that the caftle of Mini- 
bello was reduced in an inftant, and the garrifon taken prifoners j but a detach- 
ment of the Imperialifts, who were advancing towards the town, were attacked 
and defeated by Chabot Brion, while the artillery was fo well pointed and fuc- 
cefsfully played by Galiot de Genouillac, that if that officer had been fullered to 
purfue his own plan, it would have fufficed, of itfelf, to deftroy the enemy's 
army. All the efforts of the Imperialifts were direfted againft the center ; but 
Bourbon, with his Germans, attacked the black-bands, who, after they had dis- 
played the moft intrepid valour, were all cut to pieces. The king continued fight- 
ing, till exhaufted with fatigue, and fcarcely capable of farther refiftance, he was 
left almoft alone, expofed to the fury of fome Spanifli foidiers. At that moment 
came up Pomperant, a French gentleman, who had accompanied Bourbon in his 
flight, and placing himfelf by the fide of the monarch, againft whom he had 
rebelled, affifted in protecting him from the violence of the foidiers, at the fame 
time conjuring him to furrender to Bourbon, who was not far diftant ; but the 
name of Bourbon roufed the indignation of Francis, who called for Lannoy, and 
gave up his fword to him. Francis was immediately conduced to the Imperial 
camp, where his wounds were drefifed, and whence he difpatched this laconic 
but expreffive note to his mother — u Madame, all is loft, except our honour"* 

Ten thoufand men fell in this fatal aftion, and the field of Pavia was ftained 
•with the beft blood of France. Lewis d'Ars, la Tremouille, Chabannes, Bonnie 
vet, and San Severino, were among the flain. The king of Navarre, the prince 
of Bozzolo, the count of Saint-Pol, Montmorenci, Saint-Marceau, Brion, Mon- 
chenu, Fleuranges, de Lorges, du Bellai-Langeac, la Roche-du-Maine, and many 
other illuftrious warriours, fhared the fate of Francis. 

Lannoy treated his royal captive with every mark of refpeft ; but folicitous to 

prevent a poffibility of efcape, he condufted him the day after the a&ion to the 
ftrong caftle of Pizzighitone, near Cremona, where he was committed to the 
cuftody £>f Don Ferdinand Alar con, general of the Spanifh infantry, a man of 

Guicciardini, torn, iii, lib* xv. p. 472,— Oeuvres deBrantome, tonit vi. p. 35*.— Mem. deDu 
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ftrift honour, and incorruptible integrity. The feeble garrifon of Milan, on the 
fir ft news of the defeat, retired without being purfued j and in two weeks after 
the battle not a Frenchman remained in Italy; 

Henry the Eighth had been ftartled at the fatal event of the battle of Pavia, 
and had become lenfible of his own danger, as well as that of all Europe, from 
the lofs of a proper counterpoife to the power of Charles the Fifth ; while his 
minifler, Wolfey, was enraged at the recollection of the emperor's treachery, in 
having deluded him with vain promifes of the papal crown. The Englifli monarch, 
however, though refolved on a change of meafures, deemed it prudent to fave 
appearances, and he caufed public rejoicings to be made throughout his domini- 
ons, on account of the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis; he alfo 
difmiffed the French envoy, whom he had hitherto allowed, not with (landing the 
war, to refide at London*. But upon the fubmiflive applications of the duchefs 
of Angouleme, he renewed his correfpondence with her, and befides alfilring her 
of his friend thip and protection, he exacted a promife that they fhould never con- 
fent to the dismembering any province of the monarchy for her fon's ranfom. To 
the emperor, however, he held a different language ; he reminded him that the 
hour was now come for extinguishing the monarchy of France: he required that 
Charles fliould immediately invade Guienne with a powerful army, in order to put 
him in immediate pofleuion of that province ; and he demanded that Francis 
fliould be delivered to him, in confequence of his claim to the crown of France, 
and an article of the treaty of Bruges, by which each party was bound to fur- 
render all ufurpers to him whofe rights they had invaded. Thefe propofals were 
received by the emperor with the difdain that was expected, and his rejection of 
them afforded Henry a decent pretence for withdrawing from his alliance. 

Lannoy, anxious to convey his prifoner fafe into Spain, flattered Francis with 
the hope that a perfonal interview with the emperor would accelerate his releafe 
from captivity on more equitable terms ; and the French monarch, anxious to 
grafp at any thing which could afford him the fmalleft profpeft of procuring his 

liberty, furni (lied the gallies neceffary for the voyage, and commanded his admiral 
Boria, to fuffer them to pafs without moleftation. Bourbon and Pefcara were de- 
ceived by the pretence that Lannoy meant to transport his prifoner to the caftle of 
Naples ; and the latter officer embarking with the king at Portofiero, landed, on 
the feventeenth of June, 1525, at Palamos, in Catalonia. Francis was then con- 
veyed to Madrid, and lodged in the Alcazar, under the care of the vigilant 
AIar$on. 

The continuance of this harfh treatment for fix months threw him into a fever ; 
and the emperor, fearful of lofing by his death all the fruits of his victory, con- 
defcended to make him a confolitary vifit, and as he approached the bed in which 

Francis lay, the fick monarch called to him — " You come, fir, to vifit your pri- 

* Du Bellay, 1. viH.—Stowe, p. 221.— Baker, p. 273* 
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<" foner. 55 — " No, 5 * replied Charles, "I come to vifit my brother, and my 
" friend, who fliall foon obtain his liberty. 55 This friendly language, and the 
ipecious promifes of the emperor, had fo good an effeft on the king, that he daily 
recovered ; but the flattering expectations he had been led to entertain vanilhed 
with the return of health ; and Frances, in defpair, entrufted to his fitter, the 
duchefs of Alencjon, a deed, by which he refigned his kingdom to the dauphin. 

A. D. 1526.] Charles, being apprifed of this circurnflance, and farther in- 
duced by a confederacy of the Italian powers, who-, alarmed at the rapidity of his 
progrefs, had entered into an alliance with the duchefs of Angouleme, began fe- 
rioufly to think of treating with the king ; while Francis, on his fide, was perfua- 
ded by his friends to accede to any terms that might be propofed to him, under the 
idea that engagements contra&ed under fuch circumftances could never be deem* 

ed binding. Accordingly, on the fourteenth of January, 1526, a treaty was con- 
cluded between the rival princes, after Francis had fecretly protefted, in the pre- 
fence of his friends, againft the validity of a contract extorted, as it were, by 
force. 

It was foretold by many of Charles's minifters, that, however folemn the oaths^, 
promifes, and proteftations exacted of Francis, he would never execute a treaty 
fo diflionourable to himfelf, and fo difadvantageous to his country. By refigning 
Burgundy to emperor, he gave his powerful enemy a free paffage into the heart 
of the kingdom ; by facrificing his allies in Italy, he deprived himfelf of all fo- 
reign afliftance, and rendered his oppreffor irrefiftible, by arming him with the 
whole force and wealth of that opulent country. To thefe great views of intereft^ 
were added the motives, no lefs cogent, of paffion and refentment. While Fran- 
cis, a prince who piqued himfelf on generofity, reflected on the rigour with which 
he had been treated during his captivity, and the cruel terms which had been ex- 
ailed of him for the recovery of his freedom. 

Such was the reafoning of feveral of the Imperial minifters, particularly of 
Gattinara, the chancellor*, whoadvifed his mafter to treat Francis with more ge- 
nerofity, and to give him his liberty on fuch terms, as would engage him, not on 
the feeble bond of treaties, but, by the more forcible tie of honour, to a drift and 
faithful performance. But the emperor 5 s avidity prevented him from following 
this wifer and more honourable council j at the fame time that the profpeft of a 
general combination of the European powers, prevented him from detaining Fran* 
cis in captivity, and taking advantage of the confufions which his abfence muft 
neceflfariiy occafion in his kingdom. Still fufpicious, however, of the fmcerity of 

his prifoner, he took an opportunity, before they parted, of afking him; privately,, 
and as a friend, whether he ferioufly intended to execute the treaty of Madrid ; 
protefting that, at all events, he himfelf was firmly determined to reflore him to 
liberty, and that the profpett of obtaining, this advantage, needed no longer en* 
gage him to dtffemble. Francis was too well acquainted with Charles 5 s character- 

# GiucciardinU lib» xvii 
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to truft to thefincerity of this proteftation ; and, therefore, renewed his afluran- 
ces of fidelity, and a flridt obfervance of his word. 

- Francis was conduced to Fontarabiaonthe eighteenth of March, 1526, and 
haftened to the banks of the Bidaflba, accompanied by Lannoy, Atemjon, and 
an efcort of fifty horfe, while his two fons appeared on the oppofite fhore, under 
the care of marefchal de Lautrec. The exchange being made, the king croffed 
the river, and inftantly mounting a Turkifb horfe, waved his hand over his head, 
and exclaiming, " 1 am- yet a king\" galloped full fpeed to Saint- John de Luz, 
and from thence to Bayonne, where he was joyfully received by the duchefs of 
Angoleme and the whole court. He was foon followed by a Spantfh envoy, 
who came to demand his ratification of the treaty of Madrid ; but Francis waved' 
the propofal, under pretence that he muft previoufly affemble the ftates of Bur- 
gundy, and obtain their confent to the cefiion of that province. As foon as he had- 
difmiffed the envoy with this unfatisfa&ory anfwer, he wrote to the king of En- 
gland, acknowledging that to his good offices alone he was indebted for his li- 
berty, and protefting that he fhould be entirely governed by his councils in all 
tranfattions with the emperor*. He then proceeded to fill up all the vacant pofts : 
in the miniftry. 

After the king had made thefe regulations he repaired to Coignac, to receive 
the ambafladors from the Italian princes, with whom he was about to form a 
league for fruftrating the ambitious fch ernes and ufurpations of the emperor. At 
the fame time Lannoy, who had remained at Vittoria, with the hoftages and* 
queen Eleanora, ready to condud them to France as foon as the treaty fhould 
be executed, went to Coignac,. accompanied by Alargon, to fummon Francis to« 

fulfil his engagements. The king made the fame reply as before, and Lannoy 
waited to hear the determination of the ftates of Burgundy, who declared againffc 
the claufe which contained an engagement for alienating their province, and ex- 
preffed their refohitibn of opofing, even by force of arms, the execution of fo- 
luinous and unjuft an article. The Imperial minifter then required, that Fran- 
cis, in conformity fo* the treaty of Madrid, fhould return to his prifon ; but the* 
king,, inftead of complying with his requeft, made public, on the twenty. eighth* 
©f June, the treaty which he had concluded with the Italian powersf. 

The pope, the Venetians, and other Italian ftates, who were deeply interefted 
by thefe events, had been holdenin the moft anxious fufpence, with regard to the 
refolutions which Francis (hould take, after the recovery of his liberty ; and Cle- 
ment, who fufpe&edthat this monarch would never execute a treaty ib prejudicial 
to his interefts, and even deftru&ive of his independence, had very frankly offer- 
ed him a difpenfation from all his oaths and engagements. Francis did nothefitatej 
but immediately entered into the confederacy propofed to him. It was ftipulated 
by that prince, the pope, the Venetians, the Swifs, the Florentines, the duke of 
Milan, among other articles, that they would oblige the emperor to deliver rip th§ 

# Hume, i GuicciardinV Kb- xviiv 
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two young princes of France, on receiving a reafonable fum of money ; and to re- 
ftorc Milan to Sforza, without farther additions or incumbrances, Francis renoun- 
cing all his pretenfions in Italy, referring only for himfelf Genoa, and the county 
of Afle. The king of England was invited to accede, not only as a contracting 
party, but alfo as a protector of the Holy League ^ as this confederacy was called, 

A, D. 1527.3 Francis hoped that the appearance of this powerful confederacy 
would engage the emperor to relax fomewhat of the extreme rigour of the treaty 
of Madrid, and> at lead, to accept the two millions of crowns which he had offer- 
ed to him in lieu of the duchy of liurgundy ; and led away by thefe hopes he ne- 
glected to fend, in due time, reinforcements to his allies in Italy, and, indeed, for- 
-got the whole world in the arms of his favrurite miftrefs, Anne de Pifleleu, after- 
wards duchefs of Etampcs. The duke of Bourbon had got poffeffion of the whole 
Milanefe, of which the emperor intended to grant him the invefture; and having 
levied a confiderable army in Germany, he became formidable to all the Italian 
potentates, and not lefs fo, becaufe Charles, deftitute of money, had not been 
able to remit any pay to the forces. The duke was extremely beloved by his 
troops, and, in order to prevent thofe mutinies which were ready jto break out 
•every moment, and which their affe&ion for him had, alone, hitherto reflrained, 
he led them to Rome, and promifed to enrich them by the plunder of that opulent 
city. On thefixth of May, 1527, the aflault was given : Bourbon was killed by 
a random (hot as he was planting a ladder to fcale the walls ; yet the army, the 
command of which devolved on Philibert, prince of Orange, rather enraged than 
. difcouraged by the death of their leader, entered the city fword in hand, and ex- 
ercifed all thofe brutalities which may be expected by ferocity excited by refinance, 
and from infolence inflated by fuccefs- 

Clement himfelf, who had trufted for protection to the facrednefs of his cha- 
racter, and neglected to make hfs efcape in time, was taken prifoner ; and found 
that his dignity, which procured him no regard from the Spanifh foldiers, did but 
draw on him the infolent mockery of the Germans, who, from their attachment 
to the Lutheran principles, were pleafed to gratify their animofity by the abafe- 
xnent of the fovereign pontiff. 

When the emperor was informed of the fuccefs of his arms. He put himfelf 
and all his court into mourning : he ordered prayers, during feveral months, 
.to be offered up for the pope's liberty, which a letter under his hand would, it 
was well known, have fufficed to procure. 

The concern expreffed by Francis and the king of England for the misfortune 
which had befallen their ally, was much more fincere. Thefe two monarchs had 
on the thirtieth of April, concluded a treaty, in which, befides renewing for- 
mer alliances, they agreed to fend ambalfadors to Charles, requiring him to ac- 
cept of two millions of crowns as the ranfom of the dauphin Francis, and .his • 
brother, Henry duke of Orleans, and, to repay the money borrowed of the 
Englifh monarch ; and, in cafe of refufal, the ambaffadors, attended with heralds 
were ordered to denounce war againft him* 
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The more to cement the union between thefe princes, a new treaty was con- 
cluded at London, on the eighteenth of September; by which Henry agreed to 
renounce for ever all claims to the crown of France. As a return for this con- 
ceffion, Francis bound himfeif and his fucceflbrs to pay," for ever, fifty thoufand 

crowns a year to Henry and his fucceflbrs ; and that a greater folemnity might be 
given to this treaty, it was agreed, that the parliaments and principal nobility of 
both kingdoms fhould give their alfent to it. The marefchal de Montmorenci, ac- 
companied with many perfons of diftinttion, and attended by a pompous equipage, 
was fent over to England to ratify the treaty, and was received at London with all 
the parade which fuited the occafion. 

The king, meanwhile, had holden a Bed of JuJIice, at which deputies front 
all the towns in the kingdom attended, who were unanimous in their opinions 
that he was not bound to obferve the treaty of Madrid, which had been the refult 
of force, and was contrary to the laws of the realm j and they agreeed that he 
had a right to levy on his fubjefts whatever money might be neceflary for the 
ranfonv of his fon, and the other wants of the ft ate. * In confequence of this 
determination, Francis refolved to profecute the war with vigour, and having 
affembled a powerful army, he appointed the marefchal Lautrec to command it. 
The Italian ftates received Lautrec with open arms, who inftantly feized Alexan- 
dria, and reduced all the country on that fide of the Tefino. Pavia was taken by 
affauit, and the whole Milanefe muft have been reftored to the dominion of 
France, had not Lautrec been fearful of exciting the jealoufy of the confederates. 
He therefore dire&ed his march towards Rome ; the terror of his approach in- 
duced Charles to reftore Clement to liberty, and directed the fubfequent opera- 
tions of the war againft the kingdom of Naples* 

A. D. 1528.] Meantime Lautrec purfued his conquefts in Italy with vigour 
and effe£h He fpeedily reduced the whole kingdom of Naples, except Gaieta 
and the xapital ; Andrew Doria, a citizen of Genoa, the ableft feaman of his age-> 
and the admiral of Francis, had gained a victory over the fuperior fleet of the 
emperor, and every thing feemed to favour the progrefs of the French arm s. 

But the imprudence of Francis foon blafted this flattering profpett ; he had 
neglefted to make proper remittances for the fupport of the Italian army ; and he 
was prevailed on, by the fatal councils of his minifters, to difguft his admiral 
Doria ; who, though in the fervice of France, maintained the independant fpirit 
of a republican, and often preferred his complaints with freedom and boldnefs. 
He was anxious to re-eftablifh the republican form of government in Genoa ; to 
have his countrymen regarded by the French not as fubjetts but allies ; and he 

oppofed, with threats, the defign of Francis to reftore the harbour of Savona, 
an adjacent town, which the Genoefe had long regarded with jealoufy. Francis, 

irritated by his contemptuous expreflions, commanded him to be inftantly arrefk 
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ed; but Doria, apprifed of his danger, retired with his gallies to a place of 
jfafety ; entered into a negociation with the emperor, who granted him whatever 
terms he required, and failed back to Naples, not to block up the harbour of 
=that city, but to .afford it protection and relief* 

The communication with the fea being thus opened, plenty was reftored to 
.Naples j .the French in their, turn began to experience a Scarcity of provifions, and 
they were inceffantly .harrafled by.thelmperialifts, under the conduft of the prince 
of Orange. To the ravages of famine thofe of peftilence fucceeded 5 and the 
unfortunate Lautreq, after long ilruggling with the difficulties of his fituation, ex- 
pired the vidtim of difeafe and difappointment. 

Thefe difafters were followed by the lofs of Genoa, the garrifon whereof was 
reduced by defertion to an inconfiderable:number. Doria, impatient to deliver his 
.country from a foreign-yoke^ failed into the harbour, and was received by the ac- 
clamations of -his fellow-citizens. The French retired into the citadel, but were 
loon obliged .to .furrender ; while Doria, inflead of ufurping the fovereign power, 
.eftablifhed the government nearly the fame as it fablHts to this day, and has 
.obtained from the gratitude of : pofterky the honourable appellations of the 

TAT HER OF .HIS COUNTRY, AND THE RESTORER OF ITS LIBERTY. 

A. D. .1 529.] In the duchy of .Milan the French were totally defeated by the 
Imperialifts,^ under Antonio de-Leyva, and Francis, difcouraged and exhaufted by 
ib many ,unfuccefsfui .enterprifes, began to entertain ferious thoughts of peace. 
The emperor, alfo,. alarmed at the rapid progrefs of rthe Turkifliarms, ^mbarraffed 
by the propagation of the doflrines of Luther -in Germany, and the feditious 
murmurs of his -fubjects -in .Spain, evinced an inclination to liften to his propofals. 
Margaret of Auftria and the duchefs of Angoule'me, mother to Francis, met at 
.Cambray, and fettled the -terms of pacification. The king of England, the re- 
public of Venice, the dukes .of Milan .raid Ferrara, fcnt ambaffadors -to affert or 
difcufs their refpe&ive .rights. By this treaty, concluded on the fifth -of Auguft, 
1529, the king renounced all .pretenfions 4:o the duchy of Milan, the county of 
A-fte, and .the kingdom .of Naples ; .engaged to .compel the Venetians to teftore 
ail the places of which he Jiimfelf had put them in poffetiioiv; and relinquiflied 
his rights to .the fovereignty of Flanders and Artois, and the poffe/lion of Tournay 
and Arras. ^Charles agreed to accept of two millions .of crowns in lieu of Bur- 
gundy, as the ranfom of -the French princes, xeferving, however his pretentions 
to that duchy in full force; and Francis . coafented immediately to confummate 
his marriage with jEleanora emperor's filler. The king of England was fo 
generous to his friend and atly^ Francis, that he fent him an accquittal of fix .hun- 
dred thoufand crowns* which that prince owed hi au 

A. D. 1530, 153 1.] It was with the utmoft difficulty that the king could 

^aife thefum flipulated for the ranfom of his fons, who did not arrive .in France 

till the fir ft of June, 1530, when they were met by Francis at the abbey of 

^egin, where he confummated his .marriage with Eleanora, a princefs whofe j*er- 
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During this interval of tranquillity, Francis indulged in forrowful reflections on 
his paft misfortunes, which he vainly fought to remedy by the pitiful fubterfuge 
of a fecret proteftation againft the treaty or Cambray. 

Meantime the progrefs of Lutheranifm in Germany was rapid and extenfive ; 
and the princes of the empire who profefled thefe do&rines, finding that liberty 
of confcience was denied them, had combined in a league for their own defence 
at Smalcalde ; and becaufe they protefted againft the votes pafied by the Catholic 
-princes in the Imperial diet at Spires, for the defence of che eftabliftied faith, they 
thenceforth received the appellation of Prote/iants. Charles had undertaken to 
reduce them to obedience; and, on pretence of fecuring the purity of religion, 
he had laid a fcheme for aggrandizing his own family, by extending its da- 
'minion over all Germany. 

A. D. 1532, 1533, 1534O The death of the duchefs of Angoleme, which 



^happened on the twenty-fecond of September, 1531 



from 



xx councillor whofe paflions had frequently endangered the kingdom, which her 
wifdom and magnanimity had contributed to protect ; yet mindful of her coun- 
cils, he completed her favourite projeft of annexing the duchy of Britany to the 
crown : the ftates of that province were, after much difficulty, prevailed on to 
abandon their claim of a free and feparate principality, and, in the month of Au- 
rguft, 1533, the long wiflied-for annexation took place. 

A. D. 1535, 1536O Francis having by this time recruited his finances, and 
indignant at the humiliating conditions of the treaty of Cambray, feized the op- 
portunity of his rival's abfence, then engaged in breaking the chains of the Chris- 
tian captives in Africa, to renew his intrigues in Italy. The execution of Mer- 
'veille, his ambafiador at Milan, whom Sforza caufed to be privately put to death, 
•afforded him a pretence for public hoftilities ; and the duke of Savoy, by refufing 

.permiffion to the French troops to pais through Piedmont, drew upon himfelf the 
.firft operations of war. 

Velley, at the laft audience he had of the emperor, prefled the prince to tell 
-him in what manner he fhould juftify himfelf to his mailer for having given credit 
to his promifes: " I beg your majefty" — faid the ambafiador — " to declare be- 
fore his holinefs, whether it be not true, that you promifed me the Milanefe for 
•the duke of Orleans-?" The emperor, fomewhat difconcerted by a queftion thus 
'precife, remained filent for fome time, but being preffed for an anfwer, he ac- 
knowledged that he had made fuch a promife, but under conditions which had 
-not been fulfilled: Velly then offered to fulfil thofe conditions; Charles replied 

that it was impoflible. "Why then* did you promife them?" returned Velley. 
The emperor had recourfe to frefh evafions ; he obferved that the time was paft ; 
-that the king, by his invafion of Piedmont, had releafed him from his engage* 
<ments, and that the Italian princes would oppofe any attempt to' fulfil them. — To 
.fuch pitiful fubterfuges was this powerful monarch reduced by his artificer diffi- 
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War was now unavoidable, and both monarchs prepared for the conteft with- 
a vigour and alacrity equal to their refentment : but Francis, warned by the fatal 
defeat of Pavia, refolved not to rifk any decifive -adtion, but to act chiefly on 
the defenfive. He ftrengthened the fortifications of all thofe towns which were 
moft open to attack ; he recruited his armies, and replenifhed his coifers. The. 

chief command of the troops, dcftined for the defence of Picardy. was conferred 
on the duke of Vendome, who was aflifted by the marefchal de Montmorenci ; 
the duke of Guife commanded in Champagne ; Humieres was ordered to defend 
the province of Dauphine, and to guard the paffes of the Alps : Barbefieux was 
flationed at MarfeilJes ; and the king himfelf, with a powerful army, undertook 
to defend the remaining part of Provence, again A: which he juftly concluded the 
principal attack would be direQed. 

De Leyva, meanwhile, made a fruitlefs attempt to enter Dauphine, but the 
emperor's real defign was to get poffeflion of Provence, which he claimed as well 
in his own right as in confequence of the ceffion which the duke of Bourbon 

had made him of that country. From the magicians and aftrologers, whom 
he confulted on this occafion, .he received the greateft hopes of fuccefs ; and fo 
thoroughly was he convinced that he fhould complete, with facility, the conquefl 
of France, that he diftributed a variety of governments and polfefTions, in that 
, kingdom, to his favourites and friends. 

The king, meanwhile, had completed the fortifications of fuch towns as were 
capable of defence, demolilhed others, and laid wafte the open country : in his 
camp at Valence he was prepared to fend fuccours wherever they might be 
wanted, while Montmorenci was fent to command the camp at Avignon, with 
orders to conduct himfelf with the utmoft caution and prudence, and particularly,, 
not to hazard a decifive action. Montmorenci arrived at Avignon on the fourth 
of Auguft, and, in a council of war, it was- determined to confine his operations 
to the fecuring his camp from infult, and to the preventing the enemy from form- 
ing any eftablifhment on the rivers Rhone and Gurance. As the Imperialifts ap- 
proached they were alarmed at the face of defolation which the country prefented^ 
deftitute alike of food and Ihelter: even Aix was dif mantled, notwithftanding the 
offer of Montejan to take the command of it, and that of the inhabitants to de- 
fend it to the lad extremity. 

A victory obtained by the van of the Imperial army, over a detachment of the 
French, under the command of Montejan and Boify, who had extorted from 
Montmorenci a reluctant permiffion to harrafs the enemy on their march, ferved 
both to inflate the Germans and difcourage the French, who began to tremble irt 

their camp. The news of this check did not fo much mortify the king as the 
intelligence which he received, at . the fame time, of the reduftion of Guife in 
Picardy. The counts of Naffau and Rieux had entered that province, where the 
duke of Vendome commanded ; and feveral fkirmifhes had taken place with little 
advantage on either fide. But Naffau, after an unfuccefsful attempt on Saint- 

Eiquier, at which the female inhabitants greatly contributed to his defeat, took 
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by furprife the town of Guife. The negleft and cowardice of the garrifon were 
feverely punifhed, and all the nobility, who were in the place at the time, were 
degraded from their rank. But thefe difafters were trifling when compared to one 
which now reached the ears of the king. The dauphin, on the road to join the 
army, had flopped at Tournon, where, after heating himfelf at tennis, he was 
fo imprudent as to drink a glafs of cold water, in confequence of which he ex« 
pired in four days. The cardinal of Lorraine was appointed to convey the dread- 
ful intelligence to the king, but his tears flopped his utterance, and the monarch, 
.by one of t\iok prefentimens which, though often felt, cannot eafily be accounted 
for, was apprifed of that which no one dared to communicate. Francis felt as a 
father, and the whole kingdom joined in his lamentations for the lofs of a fon, 
who was an objedl of univerfal efteem. 

During thefe tranfa&ions, the emperor advanced as far as Marfeilles, but all 
his attempts to reduce that city proved ineffe&ual, and he was finally com- 
pelled to relinquifh the inglorious fiege. Finding his army confiderably reduced, 
and having loft many of his bravefl officers, he, at length, was prevailed on to 
quit the territories or France, where he had neither gained honour nor advantage* 
He retreated in the greatell confufion, and the king -might eafily have deflroyed 
his army, had he not been reflrained by the pertinacious caution of Montmorenci, 
and by his defire of reinforcing the duke of Vendome, and of quieting the appre- 
henfions of the Pariftans. in Picardy, the count of Naffau, after the redu&iou 
of Guife, had laid fiege to Peronne, which was ably defended by the marefchal 
de FleurangeS;. who repuifed the enemy in four fucceffive affaults, and com- 
pelled them to abandon the hopelefs enterprife ; fo that Francis, by the prudence 
of his own meafures, and the union and valour of his fubje£ts, rendered abortive 
the formidable fchemes of his rival. 

A. D. 1 537*1 Francis, on his return to Lyons, at the end of the campaign, 
found James the Fifth, king of Scotland, who had, without felicitation, failed 
to the affiftanoe of his ancient ally, with an army of fixteen thouiand men ; 
though contrary winds had prevented him from landing, until the campaign was 
clofed, and the emperor had retired. The king was fo well pleafed with the 
generous conduct of the Scottifh monarch, that he gave his daughter, the prin- 
cefs Magdalen, in marriage, and the nuptials were celebrated on the firft of 
January, 1537. Magdalen dying within the year, James took, for his fecond 
wife, Mary, daughter to the duke of Guife, and widow to the duke of Longu- 
ville, who .became mother to the celebrated Mary Stuart, not lefs famous for 
her beauty and accomplifhments, than for the perfecution which Ihe fuflained 

during her life, and the calumnies which have been heaped, with illiberal pro- 
fufion, on her memory. 

A. D. 1538.] The enmity of Francis and Charles appears to 'have exceeded 
their ftrength, and their coffers were exhaufled by their frequent and bloody 
wars. The mediation of the pope was offered and accepted, and an interview at 

JSice appointed between the rival princes. The emperor accordingly repaired* 

13 2 
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on the third of March, to Villa-Franca ; and the king arrived, about the fame 

time, at Villa-Nuova ; but ftili the two monarchs did not meet. Mezerai is of 
opinion, that the emperor *was fearful of being preffed on the fubjeft of the in- 
vefture of the Milanefe, and of having a promife extorted from him in the pre- 

fence of the pope. Both Charles and Francis vifited his holinefs, though at 
-different times ; and, after much altercation, a truce for nine years was at length, 
concluded between them, on the eighteenth of June, 1538.* 

A. D. 1 539* J The emperor, meanwhile, found ample occupation in his own 
dominions: the citizens of Ghent, mindful of their former immunities, and te- 
nacious of their ancient privileges, had refufed to contribute to the fupport of 
the late war; and erefting the ftandard of rebellion, had offered, by their depu- 
ties, to acknowledge the fovereignty of the king of France;, but that monarch 
jftill flattering himfelf with the vain hope of obtaining the invefture of. Milan 
from the juftice of the emperor, reje&ed the propofals of the Flemings, and- 
communicated their fchemes and intentions to his rival — Charles, though free 
from any danger on the fide of France, was alarmed at the revolt of a people,, 
rich, turbulent, and obftinate. The exigency, he was aware, demanded his im- 
mediate prefence, but his dignity would not allow him to pafs through Germany- 
without a train of attendants and troops that muft neceflarily have delayed him 5 
and the voyage by fea was dangerous at that advanced feafon of the year. In this • 
dilemma, contrary to the opinions of his molt experienced counsellors, he re- 
folved, as the Ihorteft way, to demand a paffage through the dominions of his 
rival. To Francis he, at the fame time, made a promife to inveft the duke of 
Orleans with the duchy of Milan*. The French council affenfbled onthe 06- 
cafion ; they were unanimous in agreeing that the emperor's 'requeft fhould be 
complied with, but the majority were of opinion that the invefture of Milan 
ihould be firft granted; this, however, was over-ruled by Montmorenci (who 
had recently received the conftable's fword) as well as by Francis* himfelf ; who 
infilled on the propriety of placing a full reliance on the generofity and juftice of 
Charles. 

A. D. 1540.] On the firft of January, the emperor made his public entry 

into Paris, attended by all the nobility, magistrates, and municipal bodies; the 
dauphin and the duke of Orleans rode on either fide of him, and the conftable- 
followed him. But this profuflion of honours was inefficient to remove the 
.apprehenfions of Charles, who, confcious that he merited no kindnefs from 
his rival, began to blame his own imprudence in putting himfelf in his power: 
Impreffed with thefe ideas, he was greatly alarmed at a joke pafled on him by 
the duke of Orleans, who jumped up behind him, and throwing his arms a- 
round his waift, exclaimed — " Your Imperial' majefty is now my prifoner/* 
Another time, the king, who wss candour itfelf, told him, That the duchefs of 

Etampes was of opinion he (houid not fuffer him. to leave Paris,, until he had re*> 

•ft Gamier, 
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yoked the tfeaty of Madrid : cc If the advice be good/' replied the emperor, 
greatly difconcerted, " you ought to follow it ;" at the fame he purpofely let fall 
a fuperb diamond, which the duchefs picked up, and which he begged her to ac- 
cept ; flie complied with his requeft, and, in the fequel, repaid his attention by 
betraying the interefts of her fovereign. The king's fool having placed the empe- 
ror's name on his lift, for having put himfelf in the power of his rival, obferved^ 
that if the king fuffered him to efcape, he would efface the emperor's name, and 
infart his mailer's in the place. 

Charles remained fix days at Paris, but he had no fooner reached his own terri- 
tories, than the French ambalfadors demanded the reftitution of the Milanefe 
Charles relinquiflied the difguife which was no longer neceffary to his intereft ; he 
peremptorily refufed to grant the invefture of the Milanefe, and denied that he had ; 
ever made any promife that could bind him to an a&ion fo weak and imprudent. 

A. D. 1-541. j Francis was greatly enraged when he found himfelf the dupe 
of his unprincipled rival; and his indignation was augmented in proportion as he 
perceived that the credulous fimplicity with with which he had trailed him, ex- 
pofed him to the ridicule of Europe. He fufpefted the treachery of his own 
fervants; and, though he had refolved on a renewal of the war, he difmiffed his 
beft general, Montmorenci. The caufe of the conftable's difgrace — who re- 
ceived orders to retire from court, whither he did not return until the following* 
reign — has never been well afcertained. Some authors pretend that the king re- 
proached him with the advice lie had given to truft to the generofity of the em- 
peror, and even go fo far as to fay that the conftable maintained a criminal corres- 
pondence with Charles. 

The next obje&of the king's difplfeafure was Brion, whole pride was infupporN- 
able, but whofe probity was undoubted : having expreifed his intention of humilia- 
ting the admiral, the chancellor Poyet (who had been entrufted with thefeals, on 
the death of du Frat, in 1535O with the prompt zeal of a courtly fycophant, 
inftituted a procefs againft him for extortion and malverfation, and, by a bafe 
proftitution of the laws, pronounced a fentence which condemned Brion to per- 
petual* banifliment, and to pay a fine of fifteen hundred thoufand livres. The king, 
enraged at this unjuft proceeding, revoked the fentence, and reftored the admiral 
to the polfeffionof his honours and eftates ; but Brion was fo deeply affefted by 
the attack which had been made on his honour,- that he furvived the revocation of 
his fentence only two years.* Poyet himfelf was difgraced, and by a fentence 
of the parliament, pronounced on the twenty- fourth of April, 1545, was declar- 
ed incapable of holding any office whatever, and condemned to pay a fine of one 
hundred thoufand livres, and to be imprifoned for five years. 

Francis filled every court in Europe with his negociations ; but Henry of Eng- 
land had lately beheld with a* fufpicious eye his frequent interviews with the em- 
peror, and his alliance with the king of Scotland; the pope ftill maintained ai. 
ftrift neutrality ; and fultan Solyman alone embraced his proffered alliance, and- 
declared himfelf ready to avenge his wrongs*. Two of- the ambalfadors of Fraix«~ 
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cis, on their road to Venice, were aflaflinated near the mouth of the Tefino, at 
the mitigation of the marquis del Guafto, governor of the Milanefe. The French 
monarch loudly complained of this bafe violation of the laws of nations j and de- 
manded the punifhment of the.atrocious contriver of the guilty deed j but his de- 
mands were eluded, and he gladly embraced the opportunity of extorting by arms 
that juftice which he vainly fought to obtain by negociation. 

A. D. 1542.] Piedmont and the Netherlands had been deftined by du Bellay 

to become the theatre of war, but the new council rejected his plan, and regula- 
ted, on a far different fcale, the operations of the enfuing campaign. It was de- 
termined to direct the principal eflbrts*o the troops againft Perpignan, the capital 
of Roufiillon, which was falfely after ted to be 'in a delencelefs ftate, while another 
army was to be fent into Luxembourg, to aflift the duke of Gleves, who claimed 
the king's proteftion, to enable him to recover the duchy of Gueldres,. which had 
been wrefted from him by the houfe of Auftria. In purfuance of this plan, the 
•dauphin was appointed to command the army deftined for Rouflillon ; he had 
iunder him Annebaut and Montpezat, and his orders were to lay fiege to Perpig- 
nan, to the relief of which place it was expetted the emperor would march in 
perfon, and in that cafe the king intended to repair, himfelf, to the fcene of a&ion. 
The troops that were fent to Luxembourg were commanded by the duke of Or- 
leans, who was accompanied by the duke of Guife and his fon, the count of Au- 
.male ; and by the young count of Enguien. 

"In Rouflillon the French arms were far from fuccefsful ; corJiderable delays 
'.had occurred in collecting the troops deftined for that quarter, and fupplying them 
with provisions ; fo that the emperor had fufFicient time to put Perpignan in a pro- 
sper ftate of defence, and to furnifh it with every requifite for fuftaining a long 
:fiege. Charles, however anxious he might be for the fate of that city, deter- 
mined not to hazard a decifive engagement ; but committed the defence of it to 
the perfevering valour of the duke of Alva. The French, after a fiege of three 
months, waited by difeafe, and repulfed in various attacks, received orders from 
Francis to abandon the enterprife, and return to their own country : the duke of 
Alva made a vain attempt to harrafs them on their retreat; his efforts were frus- 
trated by the vigilance of the dauphin ; and the army reached France in fafety. 

A. D. 1543.J In the enfuing campain the plan of operations was changed, 
:Rouffillon was neglefted, and the principal efforts of the French were directed 
againft the Netherlands. The intention of Francis was to fortify Landrecy, for 
which purpofe he fixed his camp at Marolles. ,A detachment of the army, com- 
manded by the dauphin, reduced Aimeries, Maubeuge, and Barlemont-upon- 

Sombre ; while the count of Aumale extended his incurfions to the gates of 
Avefne. 

As foon as the fortifications of Landrecy were completed, the king left his camp 
at Marolles, and laid fiege to Luxembourg, which he fpeedily reduced, and which 
he expreffed his determination of keeping as an amends for the lofs of the Mila- 
siefe. He then detached Annebaut, with ten thoufand infantry, and four hundred 



,, 5 433 FRANdS THE FIRST. ' zCi ■ 

men at arms, to the afTiftance of the duke of Cleves ; but that prince had already 
made his peace with the emperor, and agreed to join Charles againft Francis, his 
friend and ally. The Imperialifts, meanwhile, under the counts of Roeux and 
Roquenldoff, had inverted Landrecy, and the king now marched with his whole 
army to the relief of that town, where he firft received intelligence of the alli- 
ance which had been formed between the emperor and the king of England. 

On the fourteenth of September, 1542, James the Fifth, king of Scotland, 
had expired in the flower of his age, leaving only an infant-daughter, the celebra- 
ted Mary Stuart, by his confort Mary of Lorraine. The difputes with regard to 
the regency, during the minority of the young princefs, filled Scotland with con* 
fufion. Henry formed the defign of uniting Scotland to his own dominions, by 

marrying his fon Edward to the heirefs of that kingdom ; and he engaged Hamil- 
ton, earl of Arran, who claimed the regency, as next heir to the crown, after 
Mary,, to fecond his plan. But his project was thwarted by cardinal Beaton, pri- 
mate of Scotland, who alfo afpired to the regency, and who perfuaded the ma- 
jority of the Scottifti nobles to oppofe the projefted alliance with England. As a 
war was fully expected to be the confequence of this oppofition, the cardinal found. 

it necelfary to make an immediate application to France, and to crave the afliftance* 

of that ancient ally, during, the prefent diftrefles of the Scottifli nation.- Mathew 
Stuart, earl of Lenox, a young nobleman of a great family, , was, at that time, in. 
the French court ; and Francis being informed that he w r as engaged in ancient and' 
hereditary enmity with the Hamiltons, who had murdered his father, fent hitn- 
over to his native country, as a fupport to the cardinal and the queen-mother ; and- 
he prqmifed. that a fupply of money, and, if necelfary, even military fuccours,. 
fhould be foon difpatched after him. By this means the French party acquired a- 
decided fuperiority over that of the Englifh in Scotland. 

Henry now refolved'to break with France, and to unite his arms with thofe of 
the emperor, notwithftanding the ill treatment he Had < formerly experienced from v 

Charles. He pretended that Francis had engaged to fupport the Scots againft the 

power of England*,. He had received information of fome railleries which the 

French king had thrown out againft his conduct with regard to his wives : he was 
difgufted that. Francis, after fo many obligations which he owed him,, had facrifi- 
ced him to the emperor; and in the confidence of friendfhip, had rafhly revealed 
his fecrets to that fubtle, intriguing, and interefted monarch and he complained, 
that regular payments were never made of the fums due to him by France, and of 
the penfion which had been promifed.. Impelled by thefe various motives, he ali- 
enated himfelf from his ancient friend and confederate, . and formed a league with. 

the emperor, who very earneftly courted his alliance. 

In confequence of this league,, fix thoufand Englifh troops were fent to join the 
Imperjflifts, then engaged in the fiege of Landrecy, which the emperor covered - 

with, an army of above, forty thoufand. men. -Francis advanced at the head o£ 

rP*re. Daniel* 
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an army not much, inferior, as if he intended to give the emperor battle, or 

'oblige him to abandon the fiege : but while thefe rival monarchs were facing 

•€ach other, the French king found means to throw fuccors into Landrecy j and 

having thus effected his purpofe, he ikilfully made a retreat. Charles fent Gon- 
zaga to attack the rear of the French army ; but that general was vigourfly re« 
ceived and iuccefsfully repulfed by Briflac ; and the emperor, finding the feafon 
far advanced, defpairedof fuccefs in his enterprife, and found it neceffary to raife 
the fiege ; in his retreat, however, he took Cambrai by furprife, and placed an 
Imperial garrifon in that city. 

A. D. 1 544. J The next campaign opened with greater vigour, and was at- 
'tended with greater fuccefs. The young count of Enguien, who was now en- 
trufted with the command of the French forces in Piedmont, greatly refembled 
the unfortunate duke of Nemours, who was killed at the battle of Cerignoles ; 
with the valour of the braveft foldier he combined the (kill of the mod experien- 
ced general, and he had the advantage of the duke, inafmuch as his military ta- 
lents were not fullied by temerity* On the fourteenth of April the two armies 
met near Cerizoles ; vi&ory for a while remained doubtful ; fne then feemed to 
incline to thelmperialifts, and the flight of a body of Italians, under the count de 
Gryeres, induced Enguien to believe the day was loll ; but the fpirited exertions 
•of the French nobility and their gallant followers foon reftored order to the army, 
and, prefling forward with impetuous valour, -the enemy were routed and put to 
flight. Enguien wifhed to purfue them., but he was checked by the prudent ad- 
vice of an old officer, who begged Trim to recolleft the fate of the duke of Ne- 
mours. The vittory was complete ; ten thoufand of the Imperialifts perifhed on 
the field, four thoufand were taken prifoners, and all their baggage, artillery and 
ammunition fell into the hands of the French. Del Guafto, who had received a 
wound. in the knee, retreated to Afte, but the inhabitants refuting to admit him, 
he haftened to Milan. Enguien now reduced, with facility, the town of Carigna- 
no, and the greater part of the marquifate of Montferrat ; intelligence of his 
fuccefs being difpatched to the king, it was fpeedily forwarded to all the foreign 
courts ; the duchy of Milan was ready to fubmit to the French j all Italy was in 
motion ; even the kingdom of Naples exhibited fymptoms of difcontent 5 but 
Enguien was unfortunately, incapicitated from improving thefe advantages, by 
the formidable preparations of the king of England. Henry, on the fourteenth 
of July, landed at Calais with thirty thoufand men, attended by the principal no- 
bility and gentry of England. The Englifh army was foon joined by the count of 
Buren, admiral of Flanders, with ten thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe. 

The emperor, with an army of near fixty thoufand men, had taken the field 
much earlier than Henry ; and that he might lofe no time while he waited for the 
march of his confederate, he fate down before Luxembourg, which he took ; he 
thence proceeded to Commercy on the Meufe, which was furrendered to him : but 
the obftinate refiflance of the garrifon of Saint Dizier made the emperor defpair of 

^reducing the place, and (as a fcarcity of provifions began to prevail in his camp) 
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had the dauphin's army marched to its relief, it is mod probable he would have 

raifed the fiege. But the dauphin was, reftrained from a&ing by the king's pofkive 
orders ; and the treachery of the duchefs of Etampes relieved Charles from the 
difficulties under which he laboured ; fhe gave him fecret intelligence of the pro- 
ceedings of the French council ; fhe informed him of the place where the dau- 
hin had left, under a ilender guard, an ample fupply of provifions ; and (he even 
;brged the fignature of the duke of Guife, in a letter addreffed to the count of 
Sancerre, requefting that nobleman to give up Saint Dizier, as it would be im- 
poflible to march to its relief** This town was accordingly furvendered to 
Charles, after it had fuftained a fiege of fix weeks. 

The emperor, after the reduction of Saint Dizier, purfued his march along the 

banks of the Marne, and pitched his camp immediately oppofite to that of the 
French, who were only divided from him by the river. As the dauphin was not 
permitted to hazard a battle, Charles proceeded to take pofleffion of Epernay and 
Chateau-Thierry. The news of his progrefs filled the Parifians with alarm ; they 
haftencd to quit the capital, and the roads to Rouen and Orleans were covered 
with waggons loaded with their wives, children and efFetts. The king endeavour- 
ed, by his prefence and exhortations, to infpire his fubje&s with confidence ; 
while the dauphin, by a forced march, contrived to throw himfelf between the 
forces of Charles and the capital ; and he lent a ftrong detachment of feven or 



eight thouland infantry, and four hundred men at arms, to the affiftance of the 
Parifians, under the conduft. of de Lorges, who fixed his camp at Lagny. The 

, aftonifhed at the dauphin's vigilance and a&ivity, turned to the left, 



emperor 



and 



marched to Soiffons. Finding his fchemes for fubduing France were likely to prove 
abortive, he- propofed terms of accommodation to the king, and conferences 
were accordingly opened at Crefpy in the Laonnois, and a treaty was concluded 
on the eighteenth of September, 1544. Francis agreed to relinquifh his acquifi- 
tions in Piedmont and Savoy ; and the emperor engaged, in the fpace of two 
years, to beftow on the duke of Orleans his daughter or his niece in marriage, 
with the Low Countries or the Milanefe as a dower. This peace, though highly 
advantageous to the king, as it relieved him from the efforts of his mo ft powerful 
enemy, was highly blamed by his fubjefts. 

A. D. 1 545.] The war between England and France was not diftinguifhed this 
year by any memorable event. Francis equipped a fleet of above two hundred 
fail, befides gallies, which he entrufted to the command of the admiral Annebaut ; 
and having embarked fome land forces on board, he fent them to make a defcent 
5n Englandf. They failed to the ifie of Wight, where they found the Englifh 
ileet lying at anchor at Saint Helen's. It did not exceed one hundred fail ; and 
the Engliftv admiral thought it moft advifable to remain in that road, in hopes of 
drawing the French among the narrow paflages and rocks which were unknown to 
them. The rival fleets cannonaded . each other for two days j and, except the 
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finking of the Mary Rofe, one of the largeft veffels in the Engllfh fleet, the da- 
mage on both fides was inconfiderable. The French landed troops in the ifle of 
Wight, and committed depredations on the circumjacent country, but being re- 
pulfed by the provincial militia, they retired to their fhips, and foon after fet fail 
for France. They were, however, again driven by the wind on the coaft of Eng« 
land, where they met with the Engllfh fleet, and a frefti cannonading enfued, 
which proved no more decifive than the foregoing. It was indeed fcarceiy poflible, 
that a fleet could, at that time, without boarding, obtain any confiderable advan- 
tage over the enemy. The cannon were commonly fo ill ferved, that Du Lan- 
gey obferves in his memoirs, as a circumftance fomewhat fmgular, that each 
of thefe numerous fleets, in an engagement which lafted two hours, fired full three 
hundred Ihot ; when a fingle veflel could now, without difficulty, perform thrice 
as much. 

Francis's chief intention in equipping fo powerful a fleet was to prevent the Eng- 
glifh from throwing fuccours into Boulogne, which he intended to befiege; and, 
for that purpofe, he ordered a fort to be built, by which he propofed to block up the 
harbour. After a confiderable lofs of money and time, the fort was found fo ill- 
conftru&ed, that he was obliged to abandon it; and though he had colle&ed, on 
that frontier, an army of near forty thoufand men, he was not able to effedt any 
confiderable enterprife. He broke into the territory of Oye, an extent of country 
which lies near Calais, and which ferved commonly to fupply the garrifon with pro- 
vifions; and he laid it entirely wafte by fire and fword. Several (kirmifhes enfued 
between the French and Engltfh, in one of which the count of Aumale received a 
remarkable wound. A lance was run into his head between his eye and nofe; and 
notwithftanding that the lance broke, and the head of it remained in the wound, 
he was not dismounted by fo violent a fhock, and the head of the lance being ex- 
tracted by the Ikill of an eminent furgeon, Aumale afterwards recovered, and be- 
came extremely famous under the name of duke of Guife. 

A. D. 1546.3 A new war was now expetted with the emperor, as the treaty of 
Crefpy had been rendered void by the death of the duke of Orleans. Annebaut 
and the chancellor Olivier were difpatched to the Imperial court, to propofe afrefii 
treaty to Charles; but that prince, who was then occupied with the troubles occa- 
fioned by the league of Smalcalde, deferred his anfwer, under various pretences, 
until he had obtained from the Flemings the fuccours he had demanded, and had 
lucceeded in his efforts to difunite the league; he then replied — without explaining 
his intentions — that he fhould not engage in a war unlefs he were attacked. This 
was conftrued into a refufal of the king's demands ; and Francis, accordingly, put 
all his frontier towns in a proper ftate of defence. The emperor ftated fome objec- 
tions to the fortifying Villa-Franca, which, he pretended, was a fief of the empire; 
but du Bellay, by the production of ancient records, convinced him of his error- 
Charles gave up the point, but, in order to oppofe one barrier to another, he re- 

ftored the fortifications of Damvilliers, which had been difmantled by the duke of 
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A. D. 1547O The death of the duke of Orleans was followed by that of the 
count of Enguien, who had acquired an immortal reputation by the vi&ory of 
Cerizoles ; and the lofs of both thefe princes impreffed Francis with a grief which 
nothing could mitigate. The remaining hours of his life were embittered by 
domeftic contention,arifing from the difputes which prevailed between the duchefs 
of Etampes and Diana of Poi friers ; he was fenfibly effe&ed by the death of Hen- 
ry of England, to whom he was perfonly attached. A -flow fevet continually 
preyed upon him ; he wandered from one palace to an anotheiy in a ftate 
of languor and depreffion, and, at length, expired at Rambouillet, on the thirty- 
firft of March, in the fifty-third year of his age, and the thirty-third of his reign c 

Francis employed his 4aft moments in giving ufeful council to the dauphin; 
he advifed him never to recal Montmorenci ; not to promote the elevation of the 
Guifes ; to retain in his fervice the cardinal de Tournon, and the admiral Anne- 
baut ; and, finally, to fpare protect, and relieve his fubje&s : but, unhappily, no 
part of this advice was followed. J 

Francis had, for his firft wife, Claude of France, daughter to Lewis the Twelfth, 
and Anne of Brittany ; this princefs died in 1524. In 1530 he married Eleanora 
of Auftria, filter to Charles the fifth, and widow to the king of Portugal. By 
his fecond wife he had no children •, by the firft, he had the dauphin, Francis, 
who died in 1545 ; Henry, who fucceeded him on the throne ; Charles, duke of 
Orleans, who died in .1545 ; Louifa-Charlotta ; Magdelen, who married James 
the Fifth of Scotland: and Margaret, who efpoufed Emanuai Philibert, duke of 
Savoy. 

Francis, who was a great patron of the fciences, had formed a plan for the 
•ereftion of a college for theftudy of dead languages ; but he never put it in exe- 
cution : he eftablifhed, however, falaries for profeffors of Greek, Hebrew, and 

Latin, phyfic and furgery. A mathematical profefTor was alfo eftablifhed during 
his reign ; and the ftudy of natural plilofophy began to be cultivated with dilli- 
gence and fuccefs. 

From # the year 1528 to 1534, perpetual fummer prevailed in France ; during 
four years not two days* froft was experienced ; nature, exhaufted by a contin- 
ued heat, inceffantly prodcued bloflbms, but had not ftrength to bring the fruit 
to maturity : a fcarcity of provifions was the confequence of this phenomenon ; 
the harveft was fcarcely fufficient to fupply feed for the following year. Worms, 
and infefts of every . kind, multiplied ad infinitum, and deftroyed the little fruit 
-which the earth yielded. A mod dreadful famine prevailed, and the confumption 
•of unwholefome food gave rife to a diforder which carried off one-fourth of the 

inhabitants of France*. 

# Gaillard. 
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A. D. 1547. J tlENRY the Second completed his twenty-eighth year, the~ 
•very day on which he fucceeded to the throne, which was the thirty-firft of 
March; though the ceremony of his coronation did not take place till the twenty- 
eighth of July. He was poffefled of the full vigour both of body and of mind 5 
handfomein his perfon, but aukward in his manners and addrefs ; accomplifhed 
in all the martial exercifes of the age, but averfe from application to bufmefs, 
and- from every purfuit which required ftudy and attention*. An ardent ad- 
mirer of the fair fex, he was grateful to all who favoured his prevailing paffion; 
and as Diana de Poidtiers had firft initiated him in the fchool of love, (he had 
acquired an unlimited afcendancy over the mind of the youthful monarch. . 

Notwithftanding the dying injunftions of his father, Henry haftened to recall 
the conftable Mommorenci, whom he re-eftablifhed in the poflfeffion of all his 
honours, and to whom he paid the fum of one hundred thoufand crowns,. the 
amount of his falary, as conftable, during the five years which he had palfed in 
exile. The conftable exerted his newly-acquired .power for the gratification of 
his private revenue. The duchefs of Etampes, who had greatly contributed to 

procure his banifhment, was the firft to feel the effects of his refentment : fhe was 
lent back to her hufband, and {tripped of all the poffeffions which the profufe 
bounty of the late monarch had lavifhed on her. The hotel d'Etampes was 
given to Diana of Poictiers,. and her eftate at Chevreufe to the cardinal of Lor- 
rainef. All the old minifters were diftniffed, fome of them iraprifoned, and 
mod of them perfecuted. The requeft of Francis the Firft to his fon to reprefs 

Brantome.— Matthieu.Mem. de la Vieuville. M.S. de Fontanieu. 

f Belcarioin.— Thou,— Additions aux, Meim* de Caftdreau, par le LaboureiU\— M. S, de- 
Sethune, — La. YieuviHe* 
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the dangerous ambition of the houfe of Guife, was equally di irt:p;ardccl with his 
other injunctions, and that potent family was foon received into favoi»r s oriel en 



trufted with the confidence of Henry. To this imprudent conduct may b.; traced 
the origin of thofe fadions and leagues which tended, at a lubfequent wricd, 
to defolate the kingdom. Five different parties were already formed in France j 
the firft of which was headed by Diana of Pbiftiers ; the fecond, by the con~ 
{table ; the third, by the houfe of Guife;. the fourth, by the marefchal.St. Andre; 
and the fifth, by Catherine of Medicis. 

Montmorenci, by being placed at the head of the adminiftration, and by en- 
joying the two important offices of fecretary of war, and fecretary for foreign, 
affairs, poffeffed the means of augmenting the number of his creatures and parti- 
sans ; but the extreme feverity of his difpofition, his avarice, and exceffive 
partiality for his numerous relations, difgufted a confiderable part of the higher 
order of nobles. During the preceding reign he had fcarcely fuffered a fingle 
year to pafs away, without extending his domains by fome new acquifitions. He 
difplayed lefs ardour in the attainment of titles and honours, than in the ac- 
quifition of wealth ; and as he was in no hade to procure the dignity of a duke,, 
he had the mortification to fee himfelf preceded in all the public ceremonies by 
the princes of the houfe of Guife. 

Thofe princes purfued a very different line of conduft from that which had 
been adopted by the conftable : affable, generous, and more anxious to obtain 
honours than to accumulate wealth, they fought no- other poffeffions than what 
they inherited from their anceftors, and titles were the fole objefts of their foli ci- 
tations. Befides the two- duchies of Guife and Aumaie, they procured the 
ere&ion of feveral eitates they poffeffed in the province of Maine into a marqui- 
fate, and the barony of Jbinville into a principality. 

• Catharine of Medicis had been married to the lung while only duke of Or- 
leans, and when he had barely completed his thirteenth year; fhe had fome time 
fince, brought him a fon, who was named Francis; but fhe was nevertheless 
holden in contempt, as well by Henry himfelf, as by all who. furrounded him; 
yet the pliancy of her difpofition, and her profound diffimukiion, had, at length, 
enabled her to become the head of a party. By carefling the duchefs of Valentr- 
nois, whom (lie detefted ; by perpetually Bartering the pride, and afking the ad- 
vice of the conftable, whom {he confidered as her greateft enemy; and by 
flopping at nothing which could, in the fmallefr degree, promote the objeft (he 
had in view; fhe obtained many confiderable favours, as well for herfelf as her 
partifans. 

The reft of the court,- or rather the whole nation, were divided' between the 
four firft parties, by whofe recommendation all military promotions, all offices, 
civil and ecclefiaftical,- all, penfions and employments, were diftributed; fo that 
the king, no longer confidered as the fountain of honours and rewards, was ■ 

holden in little eftimation by his fubje&s.. 
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Francis de Vivaime, lord of Chateigneraie, and Guy de Chabot, lord of Jarnac;, 

both natives of the province of Angoumois, had been introduced at the court of 
Francis the Firft, nearly at the fame time ; one of them was placed in the dau- 
phin's houfhold, and the other in that of the duke of Orleans ; and notwith- 
{landing the antipathy which prevailed between their refpe&ive matters, and which 
extended to thepartifans and dependants of either prince, thefe young noblemen 
had ever preferved a fmcere friendfhip for each other. The whole court was 
aftonilhed at the magnificence difplayed by Jarnac ; and la Chateigneraie, who 
was better acquainted than any one elfe with the circumftances of his friend, 
having expreffed a wifh to know whence he derived his refources, -was informed 
by Jarnac, in confidence, that he 'was fupplied with money by his mother-in-law, 
with whom he maintained a criminal connexion ; this report loon reached the 
ears of Jarnac's father. He immediately fent for hisfon, who denied the charge, 
and requefted he would inftantly accompany him to court, that he might fee 
in what manner be would confound the perfon who dared to caluminate him. 
They accordingly repaired thither, and entering the apartment where the court 
was affembled, young Jarnac exclaimed aloud, that whoever afferied that he main- 
tained a criminal intercourfe with his mother-in-law ^ was a liar^ and a coward* As 
la Chateigneraie cotild not fuffer this challenge to remain unanfwered without 
diflionouring himfelf in the eyes of his mafter, and, indeed, without expofing 
the dauphin himfelf to the imputation of falfhood, he boldly replied, that Jarnac 
had imprudently boafted of that which he now fo proudly denied ; and that he 
would extort from bim a confeffion of the faft : it was now refolved that a 

A 

judicial combat fhould take place ; and the lifts were accordingly marked out at 
Saint German en Laye, where Henry attended in perfon, and the conflable, 
aflifted by the marefchals of France, was judge of the field. 

Having obferved all the forms prefcribed by the laws of chivalry, the two 
combatants attacked each other fword in hand ; la Chateigneraie, who was one 
•of the moft robuft men of the age, confided in his ftrength, while Jarnac trufted 
to his fuperior agility ; the latter, covering his head with his fhield, bent beneath 
the vigorous blows of his adverfary, till having watched an opportunity, he 
aimed two fuccefsful ftrokes at his left ham, whicb was left uncovered that the 
inotion of his leg might not be impeded. The aftonifhment of the fpe&ators, 
when they beheld that warrior whofe brows they were in momentary expe&ation 
of feeing encircled with the wreath of viclory, lay proftrate on the ground, was 

inexpreffible. While la Chateigneraie lay in a ftate of infenfibility, Jarnac ap- 
proached the fcaffbld where the king^ was feated, and falling on his knees, 

exclaimed^ " Sire, I am fufficiently revenged if you believe me innocent. I refign 
" my adverfary to you, and entreat you to impute all that has paired entirely to 

* c to our own levity and thoughtleflfnefs.** He then returned to la Chateigneraie, 
who had, by this time, recovered his fenfes, and endeavoured to extort from him 
-an acknowledgment of his innocence j but the wounded warrior rifing on his 
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knees, drew his dagger;, and endeavoured to reach his opponent ; but his ftrength 

failed him, and he again funk to the ground. Although la Chateignaraie had iofl 
a vafb quantity of blood, the furgeons, after examining the wound, expreffed their 
opinion that a cure might eafily be effected ; but their patient, indignant at the 
triumph of his adverfary, tore off the dreflings, and obftinateiy rejecting all 
offers of afiiftance, foon after expired. 

The rapacioufnefs of the leaders of the different factions, by occafioning the 
creation of many new places, greatly encreafed the public expenditure, and, of 
courfe, caufed a deficit in the revenue- As it was deemed impolitic to mark the 
commencement of a reign by an augmentation of imports, indireft means for pro- 
curing the neceflary fum were fought for, and the following adopted : — the valuer 
of the mark of gold was raifed fix livres, twelve fols, fix derniers, which made 
it worth one hundred and feventy-two thoufand livres, the mark of filver was 
raifed from fourteen livres ten fols, to fifteen livres : etown lands, to the amount 
of one hundred and fifty thoufand livres were expofed to fale ; the tenths levied 
on the clergy were doubled ; a free gift was exa&ed from the principal towns in 
the kingdom ; and fome trifling additions were privately made to the Gabelle in 
the provinces beyond the Loire. 

The Roman pontiff, with much relu&ance, and after long delays, had at laft: 
fummoned a general council.* which had affembled at Trent,, on the thirteenth 
of December, 1545, and had for the fpace of fifteen months been employed, both, 
in corre&ing the abufes of the church, in afcertaining her do&rines, and in con- 
demning the t|enets of Luther. The French monarch had obferved with concern, 
that the emperor, atwhofe inftigation this afiembly had been fummoned, affumed 
a kind of di&atorial authority over the fathers, and fought to render them the 
inftruments of his ambition and policy. 

Charles the Fifth had long been accuftomed to make religion fubfervient to his 
intereft: he was refolved to employ the imputation of herefy as a pretence for 
fubduing the proteftant princes, and oppreiiing the liberties of Germany ; but 
found it neceflary to cover his intentions under deep artifice, and to prevent the 
combination of his adverfaries. . He feparated the palatinate and the eleftor of 
Brandenburgh from the proteftant confederacy : he took arms againft the eleftor 
of Saxony and the landgrave of Heffe : he took the former priibner at the battle 
of Mulhaufen, and treated him in the moil unfeeling and inhuman manner : by 
a bale violation of his word, and a dereliction of every principle of honour, he 
detained the latter captive, after he had granted him a fafe-conduft. He feemed 
to have obtained the fummit of his ambition j and the German princes, aftonifli- 
ed at his fuccefs, and deprived of their ufual refources by the death of Francis 
the Firft, and Henry the Eighth, were no longer able to withftand his powers- 
Henry indeed, was willing to afford them afiiftance, but he rather chofe to inter- 
fere in favour of Scotland, his ancient ally,, which, even before the death of the 

late king, had loudly claimed the protection of the French monarchy. 
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■Henry who was deeply interefted in preventing the union of Scotland and Eng« 

lund, confented to furnifh, at his own expence, the fuccours required for the defence 
of the former kingdom, on condition that the Scottifh parliament fhould, by a formal 
acr, decree that their young fovereign fhould give her hand to the dauphin Francis, 
who, in confequence of this alliance, fhould govern both kingdoms. The parliament 
was accordingly fummoned to meet in an abbey, near Haddington, where the pro- 
pofal of Henry was fubmitted to their-confideration. The arguments were carried 
on with great warmth and ability on both fides ; it was objected by fome, that the 
meafure propofed was a defperate one, that it allowed no refource in cafe of mifcar- 
riage; expofed the Scots to be fubjefted by foreigners; and involved them in per- 
petual war with England. On the other hand, it was urged, that the queen's pre- 
sence was the very caufe of war with England; that that nation would defift when 
they found that their views of forcing a marriage had become altogether impractica- 
ble; " and Henry, being engaged by fo high a mark of confidence, would take their 
fovereign under his proteftion, and ufe his utmoft efforts to defend the kingdom* 
And as the Scottifh clergy dreaded the confequence of the Englifh alliance, they fe- 
conded this nieafure with all the zeal and induftry which either zeal or incercft could 
irifpire, fo that it was. finally determined to accept the propofals of the king of France. 

Henry was no fooner informed of the refolution of the Scottifh parliament, than 
he gave orders for the embarkation of three thoufand of his beft infantry, to which 
he joined the fame number of Lanfquenets, under the command of the Rhinegrave, 
and fix companies of light horfe*. This army was entrufted to the conduct of An- 
drew Montalembert, lord of Efie. 

The fleet which had conveyed thefe troops to Scotland, was deftined to bring 
back Mary Stuart to France ; Leo Strozzi, who commanded it, fearful of being 
intercepted by the Englifh, if he employed all his (hips for that purpofe, detached 
the chevalier ' Villegagnon, with four gallies, then lying in the Frith of Forth, 
who fet fail as if he intended to return home: but when he reached the open fea, 
he turned northwards, pafled by the Orkneys, and came in on the weft coaft at 
Dunbarton. The young queen was there committed to his care ; and being at- 
tended by two Scottifh noblemen, fhe put to fea, and, after meeting with fome 
tempeftuous weather, arrived fafely at Breft, whence fhe was conduced to Paris, 
and foon after betrothed to the dauphin. 

A, D. 1 The rapid ftrides which the emperor continued to make towards 
the accomplifhment of his ambitious projects gave ferious inquietude to Henry, 
who, anxious to perfuade the pope to take up arms againft Charles, levied an 
army, with which he entered Italy; but the Roman pontiff was too far advanced 
in years to think of engaging in a war, and the king himfelf was fpeedily com- 
pelled to repafs the Alps, in. order to quell a dangerous fedition which broke 

«3£ Oarnier, torn, xxvii. p. ioj. 
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-out in 'Guienne, in confequence of the rapacious condu&of the officers of the 

•revenue employed in collecting the opprefiive duties upon fait 

A. D. 154*9.] !n the month of June, this year, the king made his folemn 
-entry into Paris, where his acceffion to the throne was celebrated by tilts and 
tournaments, and by every kind of rejoicing then in vogue; but the chief objedfc 
iof thefe rejoicings was to colled together all the nobility in the kingdom, in 
-order to accelerate the execution of a project which the confufion that prevailed 
•in the Englifli council had led him to form. Having, accordingly, collected a 
'powerful army, Henry inarched from Paris in the month of Auguft, and directed 
his -'courfe towards the Boulonois, which he had refolved to recover by force of 
arms* He arrived at the place of his deftination, and falling on the -Boulonois, 
•fpeedily reduced the fcrts of Sallacques, Ambleteufe, and BlacquenaL, though 
well fupplied with every thing requifite for fuftaining a fiege* lie endeavoured 
to furprife Bouienburg, and was repulfed ; but the garrifon, not thinking the 
place tenable after thelofs of the other fortrefles, deftroyed the works, .and retired 
to Boulogne. The rains, v v T hich fell in great abundance during the autumn, de- 
prived Henry of all hopes of fuccefs againft Boulogne itfeif .5 and he returned to 
•Paris, 'leaving the command of the army to Gafpar de Coligni, lord of Chatillon* 
(afterwards fo famous by the name of admiral Coligni) who had orders to renew 

the fiege in the fpring* 

A. D. 1550.] During thefe tranfaftions, a powerful party had been formed in 
England againii the duke of Somerfet, who was, at length, compelled to refign the 
-protectorfhip. The earl of Warwick, who was now at the head of affairs, finding 
it neceflary to conclude a peace with France, fent over G uidotti, a Florentine mer- 
chant, to Paris, to negociate, in a private manner, with the conftable MontmorencL 
Preliminaries being fettled, the conftable fent his nephew, de Coligni; his brother, 

"Francis Montmorcnci, lord of Rochepot; Andrew Guillard, lord of Mortier; and 

William Botchetel, lord of Safli, fecretary of ftate, to meet the Englifli plenipoten- 
tiaries; and, after fome difcuihon, it was agreed to give four hundred thoufand 
crowns for the immediate restitution of Boulogne: one half to be paid immediately, 
the other in Auguft following. Six hoftages were given tor the performance of this 
article. Scotland wac comprehended in the treaty, which was figned on the twenty- 
fourth of March. An agreement, fome time after, was formed for a marriage be- 
tween the king of England and Elizabeth, a daughter of Francis; all the articles 
were, after a little negociation, fully fettled-: but this project .never took effeft. 

A» D. 1 55 1.] Meanwhile the council had, by the pope's orders, reaffembled at 
Trent; but many of the Italian prelates being prevented, by this war, or the prepa- 
rations for it, from repairing to that city on the fir ft of May, the day appointed; the 
papal legate and nuncios were compelled to adjourn till the firft of September, when 
about fixty prelates, moftly from the ecclefiaftical ftates, or from Spain, were con- 
vened*. The feflion was opened with the accuftomed formalities, and the fathers 

# Adriani Iftoria, lib. viii. p. -5*05, 514, 524-— Sleidan, p. 513.— Parata, p. 220s— Letter* del Caro, 
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were about to proceed to bufihefs; when the abbot of Bellozane appeared, and, pre- 
fenting letters of credence from the French Icing, demanded audience. Having ob- 
tained it, he protefted, in the name of his mafter, again ft an affembly called at fuch 
an improper jun&ure, when a war, wantonly kindled by the pope, made it impoffi- 
ble for the deputies from the Gallican church to re fort to Trent in fafety, or to de- 
liberate concerning articles of faith and difcipline, with the requifite tranquility; he 
declared, that his mafter did not acknowledge this to be a general or aecumenick. 
council, but muft confider, and would treat it, as a particular and partial convention* 
The legate affected to depife this proteft; and the prelates proceeded, notwithftand- 
ing, to examine and decide the great points in controversy, concerning the facra- 
ment of the Lord's fupper, penance, and extreme un&ion. This meafure of the 
French monarch, however, gave a deep wound to the credit of the council, at the 
very commencement of its deliberations. 

Early in the winter, Henry entered into a negociation with the Roman pontiff, 
and foon concluded a truce for two years, that he might be at liberty to direft all 
his efforts againft the emperor. While Charles was employed in fubverting the li- 
berties of Germany, Maurice, duke of Saxony, coufin to the depofed elettor, and 
a proteftant prince himfelf, had, from motives of intereft, feconded his defigns, and 

acquired his favour : but he was no fooner invefted with the fpoils of his degrading 
kinfman, than he refolved to refcue them from the caprice of a mafter whom he 
dreaded, and more firmly to eftablifh a religion, the exercife of which he had con- 
tributed to reftrain. He fecretly negociated a new confederacy of the proteftants 5 
and he earneftly courted the afliftance of Henry to oppofe the defpotifm which 

Charles laboured to eftablifh. 

John de Frefle, bifhop of Bayonne, whom Henry had fent into Germany, under 
pretence of hiring troops to be employed in Italy, was empowered to negociate with 
Maurice and his aifociates ; and a formal treaty was, accordingly, concluded on the 
fifth of October*. The preparatory negociations for this treaty were conduced 
with fuch profound fecrecy, that, of all the princes who afterwards acceded to it, 
Maurice communicated his plans only to two of them, John Albert, the reigning 
duke of Mecklenburgh, and William of HefTe, the Langrave's eldeft fon. The 
league itfelf was no lefs anxioufly concealed, and with fuch fortunate care,.that no 
rumour concerning it reached the ears of the emperor or his minifters ; nor do they 
feem to have conceived the moft diftant fufpicion of fuch a tranfa&ionf. 

A. D. 1552.] The king haftened to make the neceffary preparations for fulfill- 
ing the engagements he had contracted, but he found an extreme difficulty in raif- 
ing a fufticient fum for defraying the expences of his expedition. The war in Italy 
had already exhaufted the treafury, and compelled the government to have recourfe 
to exactions both odious and onerous. He now opened a loan at Lyons j and de- 
manded a free gift from the city of Paris, in return for which he granted a duty of 

two fols fix deniers on every hogfliead of wine introduced into the capital. But 

# Gamier, tomi xxvi. p. 340, J Robertfon* 
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thefe expedients proving inefficient, he had recourfe to others of greater extent 
;and importance. By the advice of the cardinal of Lorraine, he inftituted fixty new 
courts of juftice in the different towns of the kingdom, by which means nearly fix 
hundred offices were expoied to fale*« The king alfo obtained from the clergy a 
promife of three millions of livres, payable in fix months, on condition that he 
{hould pafs an edict*, reftoring to the ecclefiaftical courts the fame degree of power 
which they enjoyed previous to the year 1539 ; the money was paid, and the edict 
puffed ; but the parliament refufing to regifter it, it was not enforced. A farther 
iu in was railed by the ereftion. of other new offices, as well in the court of aids, as 
in the chamber of accompts. 

Henry having appointed the queen regent of the kingdom, during his abfence, 
took the road to Champagne, where his army was aflembled. It confifted of fifteen 
thoufand French infantry ; nine thoufand Lanfquenets ; feven theufand Swifs ; fif- 
teen hundred lances ; two hundred gentlemen, and four hundred archers of the 
king's houfhold-troops ; twelve hundred horfe-arquebufiers ; two thoufand light- 
horfej two thoufand militia, and five hundred Englifh knights, fent by Edward to 
the affiftance of his intended father-in- lawf. As foon as the troops were ready to 
march, Henry publifhed a manifefto, in which, after taking notice of the ancient 
.alliance between the French and German nations, both descended from the fame 
anceftors, and, after mentioning the applications which, in confequence of this, 
Tome of the mod illuftrious of the German princes had .made to him for his protec- 
tion ; he declared that he now took arms to re-efiablifh the ancient conftitution of 
the empire, to deliver fome of its princes from captivity, and to fecure the privileges 
and independence of all the members of the Germanic body. 

So early as the fifteenth of March, the French, having entered Lorraine, laid fiege 
to Toul, which opened its gates at their approach j Verdun followed the example. 
Their forces next appeared before Metz, and that city, by a fraudulent ftratagem 
of the conftable Montmorenci, who having obtained permiffion to pafs through it 
with a final! guard, introduced as many troops as were fufficient to overpower the 
garrifon, was like wife feized without bloodfhed. Henry, who had hitherto been 
detained at JomviHe by the iilncfs of his queen, now joined the army. He left a 
ftrong garrifon in Metz, under the command of the lord of Gonnor, brother to the 
marefchal de Brillac, with orders to repair and ftrengthen, without delay, the for- 
tifications of that city. From thence Henry advanced into Alface, as far as Straf- 
burg, and demanded leave of the fenate to march through the city. But the Straf- 
'burgers, inftruftcd and put on their guard by the credulity and misfortunes of their 
^neighbours, {hut their gates, and having afiembled a garrifon of five thoufand fol- 
•diers, repaired their fortifications, rafed the houfes in their fuburbs, and determined 
-to defend themfelves to the utmoft. At the fame timethey fent a deputation of their 
mo ft refpedhible citizens to the king, in order to divert him from making any hof- 

*De Thou. — Recueil d'Ordonn . — Rcgift. } De Thou— Matthieu— R abut hi— Para din— Siei dsn-- 
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tile attempt upon them. The Swifs cantons feconded them with zeal, foliciting* 
Henry to fpare a city which had long been connected with their community in 
friendfhip and alliance. 

Powerful as this united interceflion was, it would not have prevailed on Henry to 
forego a prize of fo much value, had he been in a condition to feize it. The French^ 
though not far removed from their own country, began already to fuffer from fear- 
city of provifions, and had not fufficient magazines colle&ed to fupport them during 
a liege, which muft necefTarily have been of great length. At the fame time, the 
queen of Hungary, governefs of the Low Countries, had aflembled a confiderable 
body of troops, which, under the command of Martin de Roffem, laid wafte Chanir 
pagne, and threatened the adjacent provinces of France. Thefe concurring cir- 
cumftances obliged the king, though with relu&ance, to abandon the enterprife*, 
But being willing to acquire fome merit with his allies by this retreat, which he 
could not avoid, he pretended to the Swifs that he had taken the refolution merely 
In compliance with their requeft*; and then, after giving orders that all the horfes 
in his army fliould be led to drink in the Rhine, as a proof of having pufhed his con- 
quells fo far, he marched back towards Champagne. 

Maurice had publifhed his manifefto, and taken the field at the fame time with 
Henry, and after a variety of fuccefsful manoeuvres, compelled the emperor, who; 
was unable to check the rapidity of his progrefs, to evacuate Infpruck with a 
Hender train, and under cover of the night ; and that monarch fled with precipi- 
tation before the arms of Maurice as far as Villach in Carinthia, on the frontier 
of the Venetian territories. 

While the king and the main army of the confederates were thus employed;* 
Albert of Brandenburg was entrufted with the command of a feparate body of 
eight thoufand men, confifting chiefly of mercenaries, who had reforted to his 

iftandard rather from the hope of plunder, than the expectation of regular pay. 

Meantime the emperor, alarmed at the powerful confederacy which had beeft 
formed againft him, and wholly unprepared to refill the united efforts of his ene- 
mies, exprefled a willingnefs to liften to terms of accomodation ; and conferences 
were accordingly opened at Paffau, at which mod of the proteftant princes and 
deputies from the free cities attended, and where Charles was reprefented by his 
brother, Ferdinand, king of the Romans. After much difcuflion, during which 
the emperor had raifed up numerous obftacles to the conclufion of a peace, 
Maurice left Paffau abruptly, and joining his troops, which were encamped as 
Mergenihein in Franconia, he put them in motion, and renewed hoftilities. At 
three thoufand men in the emperor's pay had thrown themfelves into Frankfort 
on the Maine, and might from thence infeft the neighbouring country of Heffe, 

he marched towards that city, and laid fiege to it in form. The brifknefs of this 
enterprife, and the vigour with which Maurice carried on his approaches againft 

the town, gave fuch an alarm to the emperor, that he lent a. favourable ear to the; 

# Sleidan, p. 557*— Brantome ; torn. vii. p. 391 
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arguments which his brother advanced in behalf of an accomodation. Firm and 
haughty as his nature was, he found it neceflary to bend, and fignined his difpofi-. 
tion to make conceflions on his part, if Maurice, in return, would abate fome- 
what of the rigour of his demands. Maurice, equally defirous of an accomodation, 
complied with the propofal, and after a long confutation with his aflbciates, he 
figned, on the fecond of Auguft, the treaty of peace, of which the chief articles 5 
were — -That the confederates fhall lay down their arms, and diFband their forces; 
that the landgrave of Hefle fhall be fet at liberty, and conveyed in lafety to his 
caftle of Rheinfelsj that the proteftants fhall not moleft the catholics, either 
in the exercife of their ecclefiaftical jurifdidtion, or in performing their religious 
ceremonies ; that the Imperial chamber fliall adminifter juftice impartially to per- 
fons of both parties, and proteftants be admitted indifcriminately with the catholics 1 
to fit as judges in that court ; that Albert of Brandenburg (hall be comprehen- 
ded in the treaty, provided he fhall accede to it, and difband his forces before 
the twelfth of Auguft*. 

Such was the memorable treaty of Paffau, that overturned the vaft fabric, in ; 
the ere&ion of which Charles had employed fo many years, and had exerted the 
utmoft efforts of his power and policy ; that annulled all his regulations with re- 
gard to religion ; defeated all his hopes of rendering the Imperial authority abfo- 
lute and heriditary in his family : and eftabiifhed the proteftant church, which 
had hitherto fubfifted precarioufly in Germany, through connivance, or by ex- 
pedients, upon a firm and fecurebafis. 

The interefts of Henry had been little attended to during the negotiations at: 
Paffau. Maurice and his aflbciates having attained their object, ditcovered no 1 
great folicitude about an ally, whom, perhaps, they deemed overpaid for the 
afliftance he had afforded them, by his acquifitions in Lorraine, But how much 
foever Henry might be enraged at the perfidy of his allies, or at the impatience 
with which they haftened to make their peace with the emperor at his expence, he 
was perfectly fenfible it was more his intereft to keep well with the (tar manic 
body, than to refent the indignities offered him by any particular members of it. 
For that reafon he difmifled the hoftages which he had received from Maurice 
and his aflbciates, and affe&ed to talk in the fame ftrain as formerly, concerning 
his zeal formaintaing the ancient conftitution and liberties of the empire. 

On the other hand, the empire had now loft as much, in point of fecurity, as 
France had acquired, and being ftripped of the defence which thofe cities afforded 
it, lay expofed to invafion on a quarter ^ where all the towns having been consider- 
ed as interior, and remote from any enemy, were but flightly fortified^ Charles 
was influenced by thefe confiderations to attempt the recovery of the three 
towns which Henry had reduced ; and the preparations which he had made a- 

gainft Maurice and his aflbciates* enabled him to carry his refolution into im> 

mediate execution. 

•ft Recueil des Traites, torn* ii. p. 26u 
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The peace therefore, was no fodner concluded at PafTau, than he left his in- 
glorious retreat at Villach, and advanced to Augfburg, at the head of a confider- 
-able body of Germans which he had levied, together with all the troops which 

he had drawn out of Italy and Spain* To thefe he added feveral battalions which 
had been difmifled by the -confederates, and prevailed alfo on fome princes of 
the empire to join him with their vaffals. In order to conceal the -deftination of 
this formidable army, and to. guard againft alarming the French, fo as to lead 
them to prepare for their defence, he gave out that he meant to march to Hungary, 
in order to fecond Maurice in his operations, who had engaged in an expedition 
againft the Turks. When he began to advance towards the Rhine, and could 
no longer employ that pretext, he had recourfe to new artifices, and fpread a 

report, that he took this route in order to chaftife Albert of Brandenburg, whole 
deftru&ive incurfions and cruel exactions in that part of the empire, called loudly 

for his interpofition. 

But Henry immediately difcerned the trueobje&of his vaft preparations, and 
refolved to defend the important conquefts which he had gained with vigour equal 
to that with which they were about to be attacked* As he forefaw that the princi- 
.pal efforts of the Imperialifts would be dire&ed againft Mete, by whole fate that 
of Toul and Verdun would be determined, he nominated Francis of Lorraine, 
duke of Guife, to take the command of that city during the fiege. The cha- 
tafter -and conduct of this nobleman fully juftified his choice ; he repaired with 
joy to the dangerous ftation affigned him ; while the martial genius of the French 
nobility, which led them to difdatn a life of inactivity, when an opportunity oc- 
curred for the acquifition of honour, prompted great numbers to follow a 
leader. Several princes of the blood, many noblemen of the higheft rank, and 
all the young officers who could obtain the king* s permiffion, entered Metz as 
volunteers. By their prefence they added fpirit to the garrifon, and enabled the 
duke of Guife to employ, on every emergency, perfons eager to diftinguifh 
.themfelves, and fit to conduct any fervice. 

But with whatever alacrity the duke of Guife undertook the defence of Metz ; 
he found every thing, upon his arrival there, in fuch a "fituation, as might have 
induced any perfon of lefs zeal and intrepidity to defpair of defending it with 
fuccefs. The city was of great extent, with large fuburbs ; the walls were in 
many places feeble and without ramparts ; and the ditch was narrow, and the old 
towers, which projedled inftead of baftions, were at too great diftance from, 
•each other to defend the fpace between them. For all thefe defetts he en- 
deavoured to provide the beft remedy which the time would permit. He 
-ordered the fuburbs, without fparing the monafteries or churches, not even that 
•of Saint Arnulph, in which feveral kings of France had been buried, to be 
levelled with the ground ; but, in order to guard againft the imputation of im- 
piety, to which fuch a violation of fo many facred edifices, as well as of the afhes 
rof the dead, might expofe hirr^ he ^executed it with much religious ceremony, 
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He then pulled down fuch houfes as flood near the walls, cleared and enlarged 
the ditch, repaired the ruinous fortifications, and ere&ed new ones. As it was 
necelTary that all thefe works fhould be finilhed with the utmoft expedition, he 
laboured at them with his own hands; the officers and. volunteers imitated his 

example, and the foldiers fubmitted with chearfulnefs to the moft extreme fsx« 
tigues, when they faw that their fuperiors did not decline to bear a part with them.. 
At the fame time he compelled all ufelefs perfons to leave the place ; he filled the 
magazines with provifions and military (tores; burnt the mills, and destroyed the., 
corn and forage, for feveral miles round the town. Such were his popular talent?, 
as well as his art of acquiring an afcendant over the minds of men, that the 

citizens feconded him with no lefs ardour than the foldiers;. and every other 
pafiion being (wallowed up in the zeal to repulfe the enemy, with which he in- 
spired them, they beheld the' ruin of their eftates, together with the havock which 
he made among their public and private buildings, without any. emotion of re- 

fentment*. 

The emperor, meantime, having collected all his- troops, continued his march to 
Metz. As he paffed through the cities on the Rhine, he faw the difmal.eiFe&s of 
thofe definitive depredations which Albert had committed in thofe parts. Upon, 
his approach, that prince, though at the head of twenty thoufand men, withdrew 
into Lorraine, as if it were his intention to join Henry, whofe arms he had quarter- 
ed with his own in all his ftandards and* enfigns.. Albert was not m a condition to 
cope with the Imperial troops, which amounted to upwards of fixty thoufand men 
forming one of the moft numerous and bed-appointed armies which had been 
brought into the field during that age, in any of the wars between the princes o£ 
Chriftendom.f 

The chief command, under the emperor, was committed to the duke of Alva, 
affifted by the marquis of Marignano, together with the mod experinced of the 
Italian and Spanifh generals. Thefe officers reprefented the danger of beginning 
at fuch an advanced feafon — the month of October being nearly expired — a fiege 
which could not fail to prove very tedious. Charles, however, rejected their advice ; 
and, relying on the ftrength of his preparations, and the efficacy of his precau- 
tions, he ordered the city to be inverted. As foon as the duke of Alva appeared,, 
a large body of the French fallied out and attacked his van-guard with great vi- 
gour, threw it into confufion, and killed or took prifoners a great number of 
men. * The place, notwithflanding this check, was completely inverted by the 
Imperialifts, the trenches were opened, and the other works begun.. 

The attention both of the befiegers and befieged was turned, for fome time, 
towards Albert of Brandenburg, and they ftrove, with emulation, which fliould* 
ain that prince, who ftiil hovered in the neighbourhood, flu&uatingin all the un- 
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certainty of re'folution natural to a man, who, being fwayed by no principle, W;.s al- 
lured different ways by contrary views of intereft. He marched in triumph to 
Metz, and joined his army to that of the emperor. Charles, in reward for this fer- 
vlce, and the great acceflion of ftrength which he brought him, granted Albert a 
formal pardon of all paft offences, and confirmed him in the poflellion of the terri* 
tories which he had violently ufurped during the war. 

The duke of Guife harraffed the befiegers by frequent fallies, in which his officers 
were fo eager to -diftingiiifh themfelves, that his authority was fcarcely fufficient 
to reitrain the impetuofity of their courage. He repaired in the night whatever 
damage the enemy's artillery had affe&ed during the day. The Imperialifts, on 
their part, puttied on the attack with great fpirit, and carried forward approaches 
againft different parts of the town at the fame time. The befiegers, after the un- 
wearied labour of many weeks, found that they had made but little progrefs; and 
.although breaches were effected by their batteries in various places, they were afto- 
nifhed by the hidden appearance of works, the demolition of which would require 
a renewal of all their dangers and fatigues. The emperor, enraged at the obftinate 
refinance which his army experienced, left Thionville, where he had been confined 
by a violent fit of the gout, and, though ftill fo infirm that he was obliged .to be car- 
ried in a litter, he repaired to the camp, that, by his prefence, he might animate 
the foldiers, and urge on the attack with greater fpirit. Upon his arrival, new bat- 
teries wereerecled, and new efforts were made with redoubled ardour. 

The winter, however, had by this time let in with extreme rigour. . Difeafes be- 
gan to fpread among the foldiers, efpecially among the Italians and Spaniards, un- 
accuftomed to fuch inclement weather ; fo that great numbers were rendered unfit 
for fervice, and many died. Charles refolved to hazard a general affault, in fpite 
of the rembnftrances of his generals, concerning the imprudence of attacking a nu- 
merous garrifon, condu&ed and animated by the moft gallant of the French nobi- 
lity, with an army weakened by difeafes, and difheartened with ill fuccefs. The 
duke of Guife, fufpecling the enemy's intentions, from the extraordinary hurry 
he obferved in their camp, ordered ail his troops to their refpe&ive pofts. They 
immediately appeared on the walls and behind the breaches, with fuch a determined 
countenance, fo eager for the combat, and fo well prepared to give the affailants a 
warm reception, that the Imperialifts, in-Read of advancing to the charge, when the 
word of command was given, flood motionlefs, in a timid dejected filence. The 
emperor perceiving the impcfiibility of trufling troops whofe fpirits were fo much 
broken, retired abruptly to his quarters, complaining that he was now deferted by 
his foldiers, who no longer deferved the nameof men*,. 

Deeply as Charles was mortified and affedted by the conduft of his troops, he 
would not confent to abandon the .fiege, though he perceived the neceflity of chang- 
ing the mode of attack. He fufpended the fury oi his batteries, and propofed to 

proceed by the more f ecu re but tedious method .of fapping. But as it £ulLcontinu« 
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ed to rain or fnow incefiantly, fuch as were employed in this fervice endured mere* 
dible hardfhips : and the duke of Guife, whofe induftry was equal to his valour, 
difcovering all their mines, counterworked them, and prevented their effeft. At 
kft, -Charles, finding it impoffible to contend any longer with the rigour of the fea- 

fbn, and%vith enemies whom he could neither overpower by force, nor fubclue with, 
art ; while at the fame time, a contagious diftemper raged among the troops, and 
daily cut off great numbers of the officers as well as foidiers, yielded to the folicita- 
tions of his generals, who conjured him to fave the remains of his army by a time- 
ly retreat : " Fortune," — faid he — " I now perceive refembles other females, and 
" choofes to confer her favours on young men, while ihe forfakes thofe who are 
65 advanced in years." 

On the twenty-fixth of O&ober, Charles gave orders to raife the fiege, and fub- 
mitted to the difgrace of abandoning the enterprife, after having continued fifty- fix: 
days before the town, during which time he loft upwards of thirty thoufand men, 
who died of difeafes, or were killed by the enemy* The duke of Guife, as foon as 
he perceived the intention of the Imperialifts, took meafures to moleft them on their 
march, and fent out feveral bodies of cavalry and infantry to infeft them on their 
rear, to pick up (hagglers, and to feize every opportunity of attacking them with 
advantage. Such was the confufion with which they made their retreat, that the 
French might have annoyed them in the molt cruel manner. But when they fal- 
lied out, a fpe&acle prefented itfelf to their view, which extinguiflied at once all 
hoftile rage, and melted them into tendernefs and companion. The Imperial camp 
was filled with the fick and wounded, with the dead and dying. In ail the different 
roads by which the army retired, numbers were found, who, having made an effort 
to efcape, beyond their flrength, were left, when they could go no farther, to pe~ 
rifh without affiftance. This they received from their enemies, to whom they were 
indebted for all the kind offices which their friends had not the power to perform* 
The duke of Guife immediately ordered proper refrfefhments for fuch as were dying 
of hunger ; he appointed furgeons to attend the fick and wounded ; he removed 
fuch as could bear removal into the adjacent villages ; and thofe who would have 
fuffered by being carried fo far, he admitted into the hofpitals -which he had fitted 
up in the city for his own foidiers. As foon as they recovered, he fent them home 
under an efcort of foidiers, and with money to bear their charges. By thefe acts 
of humanity, which were uncommon in that age, when war was carried on with 
greater -rancour and animofrty than at prefent, the duke of Guife completed the 
fame which he had acquired by his gallant and fuccefsful defence of Metz, and en- 
gaged thofe whom he had vanquifiied to vie with his own countrymen in extolling 
his name*. 

5 In 'Italy the Sinefe threw off the Imperial yoke, and placed thenifelves under the 
prote&ion of France, fo that this was- the moft di&ftrous year in- the life of Charles 
the -Fifth, and the moft glorious in that of Henry > 
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A. D. 1553O Maurice and his affociates were inclined to liften to the overtures 
of the king of France, from the perfidious conduft of the emperor at this period, 
who encouraged the deftruftive depredations and other violent proceedings of Al- 
bert of Brandenburg, — That prince's troops having (hared in the calamities of the 
fiege of: Met 2, were greatly reduced in number ; but the emperor, lefs from grati- 
tude for his fervices on that occafion, than from his defire to foment divifions among 
the princes of the empire, having paid all the money due to him, he was enabled 
with that fum to hire fo many of the foldiers d if miffed from the Imperial army, 
that he was foon at the head of a body of men as numerous as ever. . 

The Imperial chamber now iffued its decree againft this dangerous ufurper, Al- 
bert, and required the elector of Saxony, together with feveral other princes, to 
take arms in order to enforce its execution. Maurice, and thofe affociated with 
him 5 were not unwilling to undertake this fervice, fince they were convinced that 
the emperor encouraged Albert in his extravagant and irregular proceedings, and 
fecretly afforded him affiftance, that, by railing him up to rival Maurice in power, 
he might, in any future broil, make ufe of him to counterbalance and controul the 
authority which the other had acquired in the empire*. • 

The confederacy formed againft Albert wrought no change in his fentiraents ; 
but as he knew that he could not refill fo many princes if he ihould allow them time 
to affemble their forces, he endeavoured, by his a&ivity, to deprive them of all the 
advantages which they might derive from their united power and numbers j and, 
for that reafon, marched directly againft Maurice, the enemy whom he dreaded 
mod. It was happy for the allies, that the conduft of their affairs was committed 
to a prince of fuch abilities. " He, by his authority and example, had infpired them 
with vigour ; and having carried on their preparations with greater rapidity than 

could have been expefted, he was in condition to face Albert, before he could make 

- any confiderable progrefs. 

Their armies, which were nearly equal in number, each confifting of twenty- 
four thoufand men, met at Sieverhaufen, in the duchy of Lunenburgh ; and the 
violent animofity againft each other, which poffeffed the two leaders, did not 
fuffer them to continue long inactive. The troops, inflamed with the fame hoftil 
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rage, marched fiercely to the combat ; they fought with the greateft obftinacy ? 




and their camp, baggage, and artillery, in the hands of the conquerors. 

The emperor, meanwhile, impatient to efface the ftain which his ignominious 
repulfe at Metz left upon his military reputation, took the field early in the fpring, 
and entering the Low Countries with a powerful army, laid fiege to Terouenne. 

* Sleidan, p. 585— Memoires de Ribier, torn. iKp. 44*— Arnolpi vita Mauritii apud Menken, torn. 
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Though the town was of fuch importance, that Francis ufed to call it one of 
the two pillows on which a king of France might fleep with fecurity, the forti- 
fications were out of repair, and the garrifon confided of only one troop of light- 
horfe, under the command of the lord of Lofles, who was governor of the 
place, and three companies of foot. The conftable jealous of the glory acquired 
by the duke of Guife in the defence of Metz, procured for his eidelt fon, 
Francis Montmorenci, the appointment of lieutenant-general of Tcrouenne ; and 
the celebrated d'Efle, who had fignalized his courage and military conduct in the 
expulfion of the Englifh from Scotland, was given him as an afliflant in the 
arduous enterprife. B'Effe was affli&ed with the jaundice, and when he went 
to take leave of the king, Henry expreffed his concern at the languid and debili- 
tated ftate to which he feemed to be reduced ; to which the gallant vetran replied 
- — cc When your majefiy jliall receive intelligence of the reduction of Tcrouenne you 

" ma 7 fofety offi™ that d'EJe is cured of the jaundice" D'Effe conduced a itrong 
reinforcement, and ample fupplies, which entered the town without lofs or mo- 
kftation ; and from this firft fuccefs it was generally believed at court, that the 
emperor was preparing for himfelf at Terouenne the fame affront which he had 
.fuftained at Metz. . 1 

The fiege of Terouenne (till continued : d'Efle when he entered the "lown v 
found the enemy's batteries completed, and all the polls fo well fortified that it 
was impoffible to attack them with any profpect of fuccefs. The trendies were 
opened, and extended to the very walls of the place : in vain did d'Effe make 
continual fallies, by day and night ; in vain did he effect a partial deftru&ion of 
their works, and bring off in triumph feveral pieces of artillery which greatly 
incommoded the garrifon ; inconveniences were fpeedily remedied by the Imperi- 
alifts ; and the emperor had fuch a prodigious quantity of artillery at* his com- 
mand, that one piece was no fooner taken or deftroyed, than three or four ethers 
appeared in its place, owing to the zeal of the Flemings, who were fo anxious 
to have the town reduced, that fooner than fuffer the army to be in want of pio- 
• neers, they would have deferred their cities, and left their fields untitled.. A prac- 
ticable breach being effected, the Imperialifts, on the twelfth of June, delivered 
a general affault, which lafted four hours, when they were repulfed with the iofs 
of twelve or fifteen hundred men : the befieged loft only three hundred, but 
among the flain was their brave commander d'Effe, who clofed a life of millitary 
toil in the field of honour. Young Montmorenci, who, though his equal in rank, 

had chearfully confented to fight under his orders, now became commander iri 
chief: he immediately aflembled Lofles, Fumel, Contai, Renti, Warti, la Cha- 
pelle,. and all the principal officers, who unanimouily agreed to follow the ex- 
ample of d'Effe, and bury themfelves beneath the ruins of the place. They were 
confirzned in the heroic refolution by the unexpected arrival of three hundred 
arquebufiers, fent .by the duke of Vendome, and of thirty young noblemen, who 
had obtained permifiion to ferve as volunteers in this chofen band : among thefe 
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N gallant gentlemen, hiflory has preferved the names of "Bauge, Dampierre, la 
Roue, Bailleul, Vieuxmaifons, and Rambure.* 

Elated with fuccefs, the Imperialifts immediately invefted'Hefdio, which, though 
•.defended with great bravery, was Iikewife taken by aftiult, and fuch of the gam* 
fon as efcaped the fword was taken prifoners. Charles entrufted the conduct of 
this fiege to Emanuel Philibert of Savoy, princcof -Piedmont, who, on that oo 
♦cafion, gave the fir ft difplay of thofe great talents for military command, which 
foon entitled him to be ranked amongft the firft generals of his age. 

The lofles which France had fuftained, and by which the emperor had affumed 
ihis wonted" fuperiority in the field, were afcribed to the extreme jealoufy and 
precaution of the conltable, in refuting to appoint a commander in-chief of the 
troops, or to put the army in motion, till he had fecured a decifive fuperiority.f 

In Italy the French arms were more fuccefsfui; Charles having exerted himfetf 
•to the utmoft to make a .great effort in the Low Countries,, his operations on the 
-other fide of the Alps were pfoportionably feeble. The viceroy of Naples, in 
-conjunftion with Cofmo di Medicis, who was greatly alarmed at -the introduction 
•of French troops into -Sienna, endeavoured to become matter of that city:; but 
inftead of reducing the Siennefe, the Imperials were obliged to retire with preci- 
pitation, in order to defend their own country, upon the appearance of the Tur- 
kifli fleet, which threatened the coafl of .Naples ; and the French not only 
eftabltfhed themfelves more firmly in Tufcany, but, by the afliftance ot the 
Turks, conquered a great part of the ifland of Corfica, fubjeft, at thattime to 
the Genoefe. 

A. D. 1554, 1555O Henry obfervedthe progrefs of the emperor's negotia- 
tion in England with much uneafinefs. The great acceflion of territories as well 
as reputation which his enemy would acquire by the marriage of his fon with the 
.queen of fuch a powerful kingdom, was obvious and formidable. For this rea- 
fon the king gave it in charge to Anthony de Noailles, his cimbaiTador at the court 
of London, to employ all his addrefsin order defeat or retard the treaty of mar- 
riage; and as there was not, at that time, any prince of the -blood in Fiance 
whom he could -propofe to the queen as a hufband, he inftru&ed him to co-ope- 
rate with fuch of the Englifli as wifhed their fovereign to marry one of his own 
-fubje&s. But the queen's ardour and precipitation rendered all his 'endeavours 
ineffe&ual. 

The duke of Nevers reduced .and demoliflied the fort of Jodiner, with the caf- 
ties of Orcimont, Beaurain, Fument, and Hierges ; while the marefchstl de St. 
.Andree, with a detachment of fix thoufand Swifs and two thoufand cavalry, laid 
iiege to Mariemburgh, a town which the king of Hungary, govern efs of the 
;Low Countries, had fortified at a great expenee ; but being deftitute of a fufficient 
tgarrifon, it fur rendered in fix days. tHenry, elated with this fuccefs, put himfeif 

Memoircs.de Villars. ;f Haraeus, Annales Brabant. 
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at the head of his ai rily 5 and invefting Bouvines, took it by aflault, after a fhort 
refiftance. With equal facility he became matter of Dinant; and then turning 
to the left, bent his march towards the province of Artois. The vaft fums which 
the emperor had remitted into. England,- for: the purpofe of fecuring the leading 
men in his interefl, with regard to the.marriage of his fon, had fo exhaufted 
his treafury, ; as to render his preparations at this jun&ure flower and more dila- 
tory than ufuah . He had no body of troops to oppofe the French zx their firfl: 
entrance into his territories ; and though he haftened to colleft all the forces in 
the country, and gave t the command of them to the duke of Savoy, they were in 
no condition to face an enemy fo far fuperior in number. The duke, however, 
by his a&ivity and good conduct, made up for his want of troops. By watching 
all the motions, of the French at a diftance, and by chufing his own pofts with 
(kill, he put it out of their power either to form any fiege of confequence, or to 
attack him, .Want of fubfiflence foon obliged them to fall back towards their 
own frontiers, after having burnt all the open towns, and having plundered the 
country in the moll: cruel and licentious manner. • 

The emperor had refolved, if pofiible, to avoid a decifive attion, but, not- 
withftanding all his precautions, a difpute about a poll, which both armies en- 
deavoured to feize, brought on an engagement, on the thirteenth of Auguft, 
which proved almoft general. The object of difpute was a wood, which com- 
jmanded; one: part of - the. French camp, and in which the duke of Guile, fore- 
feeing the ; emperor's intentions, had judicioufly polled, in an advantageous 
fkuation, feveral companies of arquebufiers, who fuccefsfully repelled the firffc 
b:\dj of troops that were fent to diflodge them* Charles, however, being 
refolved to carry his point, detached from his army three thoufand Spanifli arque- 
bufiers, under the conduct of Gonzaga, and two thoufand light horfe, headed 
by the duke of Savoy. The duke of Guife, thus overawed by a fuperior force 
withdrew the troops he had. ftationed in the wood, and fent word to the king 
to prepare the army for aftion, while he endeavoured to retard the enemy's 
march as much as pofiible, he placed himfelf at the head of his company of one 
hundred lances. The count of Schwatzemberg, meantime,, continued to advance 
t the head of two thoufand. foot, all vetrans. This formidable corps was twice 
attacked by the French light horfe, under the conduct of the dukes of Aumale 
and Nemours, who were lpeedily repulfed : but Gafpard de Saulx Tavannes, at 
. the head of his company of fifty lances, charged them with fuch fury, both in 
front and flank, that he made them give way, and then, by mixing among them 
compleated their diforder; being fir ft fupported by the duke of Guife, and after- 
wards by the dukes of Aumale and Nemours,, who, having rallied, their men, 
returned a third time to the charge, he was enabled to purfue his advantage ; 
and the Germans falling back on a regiment of Lanfquenets which had been fent 
to their fupport, fled for fhelter to the wood. Meanwhile the admiral de Coligny, 
at the head of the French and Swifs infantry, after receiving the firft fire of 
-Gonzaga's arquebufiers, ordered his men to charge with their pikes, by which 
Vol* III, A a 
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means the enemy were routed, and purfued to the farther extremity of the 

wood. In this aftion two hundred of the French were flain, the lofs of the 
Imperialifts amounted to fifteen hundred or two thoufand men.* Both armies 
paffed the night under arms : that of the emperor, from the expectation that the 
conqueror would be induced to purfue his advantage ; and that of Henry, be- 
caufe, as they were fituated in an open field, and deftitute of entrenchments, 
they had every thing to dread from an attack during the night. The conftable, 
who went to reconnoitre it the next morning, declared the impoffibility of attack- 
ing it, with any profpeft of fuccefs ; and as it would have been extremely im- 
prudent to make an aftault upon the town of Renti, in fight of a numerous 
army, it was determined, in a council of war, that the troops fliould return to 
Picardy ; and, in order that this retreat might not wear the appearance of a 
flight, the king lent a herald to inform the emperor that he would wait for him 
the next day on the field of attion, during four hours ; and that, on his arrival 
Vit the firft place where forage could be procured, he would again wait for him 
during four days. 

The campaign of 1555 was neither conduced with fpirit nor eife£t ; both par- 
ties being too much exhaufted to bring any confiderable army into the field. 
During the fiege of Metz, Leonard, father guardian of a convent of Francifcans 
in that city, had infmuated himfelf into the efteem of the duke of Guife, by his 
attachment to the French ; and the duke, in return for the fervices he had ren- 
dered him, in procuring intelligence of the motions and defigns of the enemies, 
had ftrongly recommended him to Vielleville, who was appointed to the govern- 
ment of Metz. This monk, from the levity natural to bold and proje&ing ad- 
venturers, or from refentment againft the French, who had not rewarded him ac- 
cording to his own opinion of his defer ts, or tempted by the unlimited confidence 
which was placed in him to imagine that he might carry on and accomplifh 
any fcheme with perfeft fecurity, formed a defign of betraying . Metz to the 
Imperialifts. 

Leonard accompliftied, with great fecrecy and difpatch, every thing which he had 

undertaken to perform j but, happily for France, Vielleville, an able and vigilant 
officer, received information from a fpy, whom he entertained at Thionville, that 
certain Francifcan friars reforted frequently thither, and were admitted to many 
private conferrences with the governor, who was making great preparations for 
ibme military enterprize. This intelligence having awakened Vielleville' s fufpici- 

ons, he inftantly vifited the convent of Francifcans, and dete&ed the foldiers who 

were concealed there j the father-guardian was alfo feized, on his return from Thi- 
onville ; and he, in order to efcape the rack, revealed ail the circumftances of the 
confpiracy. 

Vielleville, not content with having frufirated the nefarious machinations of 

thefe traitors, was folicitous to avail himfelf of the difcoveries which he had made, 

* Gamier, tom v xxvii. p. $22, 
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fo as to be revenged on the Imperialifts. For this purpofe, he marched out with the*, 
befl troops in his garrifon, and placing thefe in ambufh near the road, by which the 
father-guardian had informed him that the governor of Thionviile would approach 
Metz, he fell with great fury upon the Imperialifts, who, confounded at thisfud- 
den attack, by an enemy whom they expe&ed to furprize, made little refiftance; 
and a great part of the troops employed in this fervice, among which were many 
perfons of dillin&ion, was killed or taken prifoners before next morning, Vielleville 
returned to Metz in triumph. 

On the twenty-third of March, this year, pope Julius the Third' died, and was 
fucceeded in the papal throne, by Macellus Cervino, cardinal of Santa Croce, who 
enjoyed his new dignity only twenty days. All the refinements in artifice and in« 
trigue peculiar to conclaves, were difplayed in that which was holden for the elec- 
tion of a fucceffor to Marcellus ; the cardinals of the French and Imperial factions ' 
labouring, with equal ardour, to gain the neceflary number of fuffrages for one of 
their own party. But, after a ftruggle of no long duration, though condufted with 
great warmth and eagernefs, they united in chufing John Peter Caraffa, the eldeft 
member of the facred college, and the fon of count Montorio, a nobleman of an it- 
luftrious family in the kingdom of Naples. Ih order to teftify his refpeft for the me- 
mory of Paul the Third, by whom he had been created cardinal, he afiumed the 
name of Paulthe Fourth. The new pontiff, at the inftigation : of ,his nephews, pro- 
pofed an alliance, offenfive and defenfive, with the king of France, and the treaty 
was accordingly concluded on the fifteeth of December : the conditions were much 
the fame as had been propofed by the pope's envoy at Paris ; and it was agreed to 
keep the whole tranfa&ion fecret until their united forces fhould be ready to take the 
field. 

During the negociation of this treaty at Rome and Paris, an event happened, 
which feemed to render the fears which had given rife to it vain, and the operations 
which were to follow upon it unnecefiary. This was the emperor's refignation of 
his hereditary dominions to his fon Philip; together with his refolution to with- 
draw entirely from any concern in bufmefs or the affairs of this world, in order 
that he might fpend the remainder of his days in retirement and folitude. At- Bruf- 
fels this extraordinary renunciation was made ; and Charles only retained for him- 
felf the Imperial dignity, which, about a year afterwards, he reliquifhed to his bro- 
ther Ferdinand, the king of the Romans. 

A. D.. 1 556. j Charles fenfible of the importance of peace, at the commence- 
ment of a reign, he was anxious to conclude an accommodation with Henry. By a 
long truce, during the fubfiftence of which, and without difcuffing their refpe&ive 
claims, each fhould retain what was in his poffeffion. Charles declared warmly for 
clofing with the overture, though manifeftly difhonourable as well as difadvanta- 
geous; and fuclvwas the refpeft due to his wifdom and experience, that Philip, 
notwithftanding his unwillingnefs to purchafe peace by fuch-conceflions, did nor 
prefunie to urge his opinion in oppofition to that of his. father* 
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Henry could not liave hefitatcd one moment about giving Ins confent to a truce 
on fuch conditions as would leave him in quiet poflefiion of the duke of Savoy's 
dominions, together with the important conquers which he held made on the 
frontiers of Germany. But it was •no eafv matter to reconcile fuch a ftep with 
the engagements which he had recently con trailed, by his late treaty with the 
pope. The conftable Montmorenci, however, represented, in fuch ftroiig terms 
the imprudence of facrificing the true interefts of his kingdom to thefe rafh obli- 
gations, and took fuch advantage of the abfence of the cardinal of Lorraine, who 
was anxious to maintain his alliance with the Caraffas, that Henry, naturally 
fluctuating and unfleady, and apt to be influenced by the advice laft given him, 
authorized his ambafladors to fign, on the fifth of February, a treaty of truce 
for five years, on the terms which had been propofed : * but that he might not 
feem to have altogether forgotten his ally the pope, whom he forefaw would be 
highly exafperated, he, in order to foolhe him, took care that he.fhould be ex- 
prdsly included in the truce. 

Under thefe circumflances, Paul had recourfe to the arts of negociation and 
intrigue : he affe&ed to approve highly of the truce, as an happy expedient for 
putting a flop to the effufilon of human blood : and he offered, as their common 
father, to be mediator between them. Under this pretext, he appointed cardinal 
Rebiba, his nuncio to the court of Bruffels, and his nephew cardinal Caraffa to 
that of Paris. The public inftru&ions given to both were the fame ; that they 
fhould exert themfelves to the utmoft to pre vail on the two monarchs to accept 
of the pope's mediation, that, by means of it, peace might be re-eftabliflied, and 
meafures taken for afiembling a general council. But Caraffa received a private 
commiflion to folicit Henry to renounce the treaty of truce, and to renew' his en- 
gagements with the holy fee; and he was empowered to fpare neither eureaties 

nor promifes, nor bribes in order to gain that point. 

Caraffa made his entry into Paris with extraordinary pomp ; and having prefen- 
ted a confecfated fword to Henry, as the prote&or, on whofe aid the pope relied 
in the prefent exigency, he befought him not to difregard the entreaties of a pa- 
rent in diftrefs, but to employ that weapon which he gave him in his defence. 
This reprefented not only as a duty of filial piety, but as an aft of juftice. As 
the pope, from confidence in the affiftance and fupport which his late treaty with 
France entitled him to expeft, had taken fuch fteps as had irritated the king of 
Spain, he conjured Henry not to fuffer Paul and his family to be cruflied under 
the weight of that refentment which they had drawn on themfelves merely by 
their attachment to France. 

Thefe arguments made a deep impreflion on -Henry; .but reverence for theoa h> 
by which he had fo lately confirmed th? truce of Vaucelles, together with the 
extreme old age of the pope, whofe death might occafion a total revolution in 
the political fyftem.of Italy ; kept him for fome time in fufpence. The cardinal, 
■ however, had expedients ready for removing thefe obftacles. To obviate the 

Recueil de Traites. 
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King's fcruple with regard to his oath, he produced powers from the pope to 

abfolve him from the obligation of it* 

The cardinal having had the art to fecure in his intereft not only the duke of 
Guife and the cardinal of Lorraine, but even Catharine of Media's and her rival, 
the duchefs of Valentinois, they, by their felicitations, eafily fwayed the king, 
whofe fecret inclinations were favourable to their defign. The prudent remon- 
ftrances of Montmorenci were treated with negk&; the nuncio abfolved Henry 
from his oath ; and he figned a new league with the pope, which kindled the 
flames of war both in Italy and in the Low Countries* 

A. D. 1557O Preparations, meanwhile, had been making in France for af- 
fording effettuai affiftance to Paul ; and on ?he twenty- fifth of January the duke 
of Guife arrived at Turin, and ftrengthened his army with fifteen hundred foot 
and three hundred light horfe, part of the forces commanded by the marefcha! 
de Briffac, he proceeded to Regio, where he had a conference with the duke of 
Ferrara and the cardinal CarafFa, after which he accompanied the latter to Rome. 
On his arrival at that city he found the pope profufe in profeflions, but flow in 
the performance of his promifes ; neither the pecuniary nor military aids which 
he had engaged to furnifti, were ready. The duke of Guife foon perceived that 
his hopes of fuccefs muft entirely depend on his own exertions : he took the 
field with an army confiding of five hundred men at arms ; eight or nine hun- 
dred light-horfe, and from thirteen to fourteen thoufand foot ; * he opened the 
campaign by the reduction of Campoli, which he refigned to pillage, and then 
advancing to the Neapolitan frontiers, laid fiege to Civitella. Twice he made a 
general afiault on the town, and as often was repulfed ; the neglett or treachery 
of the CarafFas had rendered him deftitute of the means of prolonging the fiege, 
..and the unexpected approach of the duke of Alva compelled him to refign all 
hopes of conqueft, and to confine himfelf to the defence of the capital. 

Henry, meanwhile, had recalled a part of the veteran troops which ferved un- 
der the marefchal de Briflac in Piedmont, and had fent repeated orders to the duke 
of Guife to bring back his army, with all poifible expedition, to France. Alarm- 
ed at the progrefs of the enemy, he had ordered the citizens of Paris to take 
arms, and when they were reviewed by the prince de la Roche-fur-Yon, they 
were found to amount to forty thoufand men, properly equipped for the field. 
Fortifications were alfo begun to be erected for the protection of the capital ; but 
the arrival of the lord of Terrnes, a veteran officer, from Italy, put a flop to the 
works. After viewing the ftate of the frontiers, he was of opinion, that Paris 
was fecure from infult, and that the money about to be expended there, might be 
better employed in Picardy. The metropolis was ftill covered by three towns of 
great ftrength ; La Fere, Compiegne and Loan ; and by an entrenched camp on 

the river Oife, capable of containing one hundred thoufand men, and L in ^vhich 

■ 

Garnier; 
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the troops afiembled by the duke of Nevers werefuppofed to be in greater fafety 

than in any town in the kingdom. 

The duke of Guife was received in France as the guardian angel of the king- 
dom. His late ill-fuccefs in Italy feemed to be forgotten, while his former fervices, 
particularly his defence of Metz, were recounted with exaggerated praife ; and 
he was welcomed in every city through which he paffed, as the refhorer of public 
fecurity, who, after having fet bounds, by his conduct and valour, to the vic- 
torious arms of Charles the Fifth, returned now, at the call of his country, to 
check the formidable progrefs of Philip's power. The reception which he ex- 
perienced from Henry was no lefs cordial and honourable: He was appointed 
lieutenant general in chief, both within and without the kingdom, with a juris- 
diction almoft unlimited, and little inferior to that which was poffefled by the 
king himfelf. The duke of Nevers, who had, for a time, enjoyed the dignity 
of commander in chief, refigned, without a murmur, his ftation to his rival. 
After having, during feveral months, by his exertions, his prudence, and the 
voluntary facrifice of his property, fuftained the falling fortunes of the date, he 
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aftuated by envy, he confented to ferve under the duke of Guife. 



being 




By the arrival of ten thoufand Germans, as many Swifs, the vetran bands 
from Piedmont, and the troops which had ferved under the duke of Guife in 
Italy, Henry had collected an army fo formidable, he was refoived it fhould not 

remain inactive during the winter. A fecret council was therefore called to fettle 

the plan of operations, when Henry, to the furprife of all prefent, propofed 
the reduction of the city of Calais. The duke of Guife at firft exclaimed againft 
the fcheme as impracticable. The plan, however, was not haftily conceived, 

nor was Henry the author of it. Senarpont, governor of Boulogne, a man of 
reat knowledge in the art of fortifying towns and taking plans, had availed him- 
elf of the fhort interval of peace between France and England, to vifit Calais, 
and to examine the fortifications as clofely as he could, without laying himfelf 
open to fufpicion. What information he was unable to procure himfe.lf, he ob- 
tained by means of his emiffaries. He had particularly obferved that it was the 
cuftom of the Englifh to difmifs the greater part of the garrifon towards the end 
of autumn, and to replace it in the fpring, in order to fave expence ; and he 
judged, therefore, that the winter would be the only feafon to make any at- 
tempt on it. The duke of Guife confented to make the experiment, but with- 
out being anfwerable for the event, from the convi&ion, that in an operation fo 
complicated, the fmalleft accident might overturn the whole plan. 

A. D. 1558.] While the duke of Guife was employed in making preparations 

fpr his intended expedition, the ftates-general aiTembled in Paris, and after fome 
deliberation confented to grant the king three millions of crowns of gold, one 
third of which the clergy agreed to advance as a free gift. The duke of Guife 
having, at length, afTembled his troops, fent the duke of Nevers, with the greater 

gart of the army, towards Luxembourg, as if his iftteitfiQft had t^en to- penetrate 
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into that province ; while he placed himfelf at the head of a fecond divifion, and? 
took the road to Picardy, under pretence of vifiting the different towns, and rein- 
forcing the garrifons. After amufing the enemy with threatning fucceffively' 
different places on the frontiers of Flanders, the two divifions joined, when the 
duke of Guile fuddenly turned to the left, and invefted Calais with his whole 
army. As the country adjacent to the city was overflowed during the winter,, 
the marfhes around it became impaffible, except by one avenue, which the forts 
of Saint Agatha and Newnham-bridge commanded. The duke, fenfible that the 
fuccefs of his enter prife depended on conducting his operations with fuch rapidity 
as would afford the Englifh no time for throwing relief into the town by fea,. 
and prevent Philip from giving him any interuption by land he puthed the at- 
tack with a degree of vigour little known in carrying on fieges during that age. 
He drove the Engliih from fort Saint Agatha at the firft affault ; he obliged them 
to abandon the fort of Newnham-bridge, after defending it three days ; he took 
the caftle which commanded the harbour by ftorm ; and, on the eighth day after 
he appeared before Calais, compelled the governor to furrender, as his feeble gar- 
rifon, which did not exceed five hundred men, was word out with fatigue of fuf- 
taining fo many attacks, and defending fuch extend ve works. 

The duke of Guife, without allowing the Engliih time to recover from the con- 
firmation occafioned by this blow, immediately invefted Guifnefs, the garrifon of 
which, though more numerous, defended itfelf with lefs vigour, and, after ftanding 
one brilk affault, gave up the town. The caftle of Hames was abandoned by the 
troops polled there, without wailing the approach of the enemy. 

Henry imitated the policy of its former conquerer, with regard to Calais. He 

commanded all the Englifli inhabitants to quit the town, and giving their houfes to 

his own fubje&s, whom he allured to fettle there by granting them various immu- 
nities, he left a numerous garrifon, under the gallant officer the marefchal de Ter- 
mes, for their defence. After this, his victorious army went into quarters of re- 
frefhment, and the ufual ina&ion of winter returned. 

By this event the duke of Guife acquired new confideration and importance ; but 
though the marriage of his niece to the heir apparent of the crown raifed him fo far 
beyond the condition of other fubje&s, as feemed to render the credit which he had 
gained by his fplendid atcheivements no lefs permanent than it was extenfive, yet 
he foon perceived the difficulty of infinuating himfelf into the confidence of the king, 
which feemed to be monopolized by the conftable. The faults and the misfortunes 
of Montmorenci, far from weakening Henry's efteem and attachment for that mi- 
nifter, had only ferved to give them additional energy.. Henry evgn fubmitted to 
the voluntary degradation of ferving his friend in the capacity of a fpy j informing 
him daily of every thing that was faid and done to his prejudice. The duchefs of Va- 
lentinois, enraged at the conduct of the.Guifes,. who began to treat her with dildain* 
in order to obtain the good graces of Catharine of Medicis, fupported, to the utmoft 
of her power, the tottering faftion of the. conftable, and' contributed, in no fmalli 

degree, to the prefervation of his influence. Some, letters, forming a part of this s 
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fecret correfpondence, are flill extant in the royal library at Paris, written partly by 
the king and partly by the duchefs, and fubfcribed " Tour old and beji friends Diana 
and Henry* 

When the campaign opened, however, foon after the dauphin's marriage, the 
duke of Guife was placed at the head of the army, with the fame unlimited power 
as before. Henry had received fuch liberal fupplies from his fubje&s, that the 
troops under his command were both numerous and well appointed ; while Philip, 
exhaufted by the extraordinary efforts of the preceding year, had been obliged to 
difmifs fo many of his forces during the winter, that he could not bring an army in- 
to the field capable of making head againft the enemy. The duke of Guife did not 
lofe the favourable opportunity which his fuperiority afforded him ; urged by Viel- 
ieville, governor of Metz, who had long entertained fpiesin the town, and obtained 
.every neceffary information, he inverted Thionville, in the duchy of Luxembourg, 
one of the ftrongeft towns on the frontier of the Netherlands, and of great impor- 
tance to France, by its vicinity to Metz ; and notwithftanding the obltinate valour 

•with which it was defended, he forced it to capitulate on the twenty* fecond of June, 
after a fiege of three weeks. 

But the fuccefs of this enterprife, which it was expe&ed would lead to other con- 
-quefts, was more than counterbalanced by an event that happened in another part 
.of the Low- Countries. The marefchal de Termes, governor of Calais, having pe- 
netrated into Flanders without oppofition, with an army confiding of fix hundred 
light-horfe, and from fix to feven thoufand infantry t, feized and pillaged the town 
of Bergue-Saint-Vinoch, and then inverting Dunkirk, took it by ftorrn, on the fifth 
day of the fiege. The marefchal perceiving that the foldiers, folely intent on pre- 
serving the rich booty they had acquired, negle&ed all military difcipline, took the 
precaution to fend it to Calais ; and at the fame time wrote to the king, to inform 
*him that Dunkirk, from its advantageous fituation, might, in a fhort time, and at a 
little expence, be rendered a place of importance. Unhappily for France, Henry 
had, ac this period, no perfon near him with whom he could advife on the 
bufinefs ; for the cardinal of Lorraine, who officiated as prime minifter, was totally 
ignorant of all military concerns. At the expiration of twelve days the king's an- 
swer arrived, containing a permiflion to the marefchal to fortify Dunkirk, for which 
purpofe the fum of two thoufand crowns were remitted to him. But it was now 
too late ; Lalain, lord of Benicourt, had entered Gravelines with four thoufand 
men, while the count of Egmont, themoft a&ive of all Philip's generals, having re- 
ceived a regiment of cavalry from the duke of Savoy, and having aflembled all the 
garrifons of the neighbouring towns, advanced to the banks of the river Aa, in order 
to cut off the retreat of the French. At this critical conju&ure de Termes was 
feized with a violent fit of the gout that nearly deprived him of the ufe of his limbs ; 
he therefore gave up the command of the troops to John d'Eftouteville, lord of Vil« 

& Gamier, torn, xxvii. p. 47$-, t LafopUaicre — De Thou— Matthieu— Momift de BethuRe 
-~Meni. de du Villars*— Garnkjf . . 



r9l HENRY THE SECOND, 

lehon with orders to retreat along the fea-coaft. and to profit by the falling of the 
tide to ford the Aa, by which means he would get the dart of the count of Egmont* 
who lay in wait for him at that part of the river which the army had croffed on. 
their road to Dunkirk. The marefchal, however, followed the next day in a litter, 
and overtook his troops juft as the baggage and rear guard were paifing the ftream ; 
but he had no fooner gained the oppofite bank than he defcried the enemy, who, 
fearful leaft hefhould efcape them, had left all their artillery behind. Finding an 
a&ion unavoidable, de Termes now drew up his army in the mo ft advantageous 
manner ; with the fea at their backs, their right wing extended along the banks of 
the river, and their left covered by the baggage- waggons. In this pofition, the 
French fuftained the impetuous attack of an enemy whofe numbers were double 
their own ; repulfed, with confiderable flaughter, their foremoft battalions, and. 
were on the point of obtaining a victory, when one of thofe accidents which human 
forefight cannot anticipate, nor human prudence avert, gave a different turn to the 
conteft. A fquadron of Englifh fhips of war, which were cruizing on the coaft, 
being drawn by the noife of the firing towards the fcene of a&ion, entered the river 
Aa, and turned its great guns againft the right wing of the French with fuch eifeft, 
as immediately broke that body, and fpread terror and difmay through the whole 
army. The Flemings, to whom affiftance fo unexpected and fo feafonable gave 
frefli courage, redoubled their efforts, that they might not lofe the advantage which 
fortune had prefented them, or give the enemy time to recover from their condem- 
nation and the rout of the French foon became general. Near two thoufand of 
them were killed on the fpot ; and the reft were taken prifoners, together with the 
marefchal de Termes, Villebon, Annebaud, Morvilliers, and the count of Cha- 
unes. 

The vi&ory obtained by the count of Egmont over the marefchal de Termes, 
obliged the duke of Guife to relinquifh all other fchemes, and to haften towards the 
frontier of Picardy, that he might oppofe the progrefs of the enemy in that pro- 
vince. This difalter refle&ed new luftre on his reputation, and once more turned 
the eyes of his countrymen towards him, as the only general on whofe arms victo- 
ry always attended, and in whofe conduit, as well as good fortune, they could con- 
fide in every danger. Henry reinforced Guife* s army with fo many Germans and 
Swifs, that it foon amounted to forty thoufand men, whom Guife encamped on the 
banks of the Somme, from Amiens to Pont-Remi. The enemy's army, after the 
junction of the count of Egmont with the duke of Savoy, was not inferior in num- 
ber, and they pitched their camp at the diftance of fix leagues from the French. 
Each monarch having joined his army, it was expected that a decifive a&ion would^ 
at laft, determine which of the rivals Ihould take the afcendant for the future, and 
give law to Europe. But though both had it in their power, neither of them difco- 
vered any inclination to bring the determination of fuch an important point to de- 
pend upon the uncertain and fortuitous ilfue of a fingle battle. Who made the Jirjl 
overtures for a peace, however, it is not known, nor is it of any conference to 
afcertain. 
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■ Henry and Philip beheld Elizabeth's elevation to the throne with equal folicitude. 
As during Mary's jealous adminiftration, under the moft difficult circumftances, 
that princefs had conducted herfelf wifch great prudence and addrefs, they had con- 
ceived a high idea of her abilities, and already formed expectations of a reign very 
different from that of her fifter. Equally fenfible of the importance of gaining her 
favour, both monarchs fet themfelves with emulation to court it, and employed eve- 
ry art, in order to infmuate themfelves into her confidence. Each of them had 
fomething meritorious, with regard, to Elizabeth, to plead in his own behalf. Henry 
had offered her a retreat into his dominions, if the dread of her filler's violence 
Ihould force her to fly for fafety out of England. Philip, by his powerful intercefli- 
on, had prevented Mary from proceeding to the moft fatal extremities again ft her. 
Each of them now endeavoured to av«tfi himfelf of the circumftances in his favour. 
Henry wrote to Elizabeth foon after her acceffion, with the warm eft expreflions of 
friendfliip and regard. He reprefented the war which had unhappily been kindled 
between their kingdoms, not as a national quarrel, but as the effect of Mary's blind 
partiality to her hufband, and fond compliance with all his wifhes. He entreated 
her to difengage herfelf from an alliance which had proved fo unfortunate to En- 
gland, and to confent for a feparate peace with him, without mingling her interefts 
with thofe of Spain, from which they ought now to be altogether disjoined. Philip, 
on the other hand, unwilling to lofe his connexion with England, the importance 
of which, during a rupture with France, he had recently experienced, not only vied 

with Henry in declarations of efteem for Elizabeth, and in profefnons of his refolu- 
tionto cultivate the ftri&eft amity with her, but, in order to confirm and perpetuate 
their union, he offered himfelf to her in marriage, and undertook to procure a dif-- 
penfation from the pope to that effett. 

Elizabeth weighed the propofals of the two monarchs with all the attention that 
their importance deferved. She gave fome encouragement to Henry's overture for 
a feparate negociation, becaufe it opened a channel of correfpondence with France, 
which fhe might find to be of great advantage, if Philip fhould not difcover fuffici- 
ent zeal and folicitude for fecuring to her proper terms in the joint treaty. But fhe 
ventured on this ftep with the moft cautious referve, that fhe might not alarm Phi- 
lip's fufpicious temper, and lofe an ally in attempting to gain an enemy. In order 
to give her time to come to a decifion on this point, it was agreed to fufpend the 
conferrences for two months, and to affemble, either at Cercamp, or at fome more, 
convenient place, towards the end of January. 

Henry, in the courfe of this bufinefs, conduced himfelf with a degree of mean- 
nefs and duplicity, wholly unworthy a monarch. The Guifes, apprifed by one 
of their emiffaries of the tranfaftion which had paffed betw.een the king and the 
conftable, during their late, interview at Beauvais, were enraged at the idea that a . 
man, whofe imprudence had brought the ftate to the brink of deftru&ion, fhould. 
reap, the rewards which had been refufed. t,q thofe whpfe, conduct and. courage had- 
reftored it to its former fpleridour : for the duke himfelf had been anxious to ob- 
tain the place of grand- jnafter of thehouftiold, which gave a confidence iriflu- 
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ence to the perfon who held it, by fubje&ing to his will almoft all the principal offi- 
cers of the court. Having refolved to come to an explanation with Henry, he begged 
that monarch to believe that the humble requeft which he was about to prefer was 
not, in the fmalleft degree, influenced by jealoufy ; but that been choieri, by his 
majefty himfelf, to a£l as grand-mafter of the houfhold, on the marriage of the dau- 
phin with the queen of Scotland, he could not but feel fenfibly mortified at feeing 
any other perfon vetted with that dignity : that he had, therefore, experienced th 3 
moil lively concern on hearing that his majefty had promifed it to the conftable's 
elded fon, becaufe the whole kingdom would believe that nobody would have re- 
ceived a preferrence over himfelf, unlefs he had given caufe for difpleafure, or had 
been deemed unworihy of the office. The king, embarraffed, at firft deni- 
ed that any converfation had patted between him and the conftable on the fubject ; 
but . obferved that if the conftable had afked the place for his fon, he was fo 
ftrongly attached to the young man, and his father had rendered fuch eflential fer- 
vice to the ftate, that he could with difficulty have refufed him. The duke of Guife 
preffed the matter no farther ; and the king, after denying, in the moft pofitive 
manner, that he had difpofed of the place in queftion, did not dare to inveft young. 
Montmorenci with the promifed dignity*. 

: The conftable, on giving fecurity to the king of Spain for the payment of the 

fum ftipulated for his ramfon, was releafed from prifon, whence he haftened to 
court. During his captivity, he had formed the projed of an alliance which 

was calculated to confirm his influence, and fecure him a fuperioriiy over his ri- 
vals : this was the marriage of his fecond fon, Danville, with Antoinette, de la 
Mark, grand-daughter to the duchefs of Valentinois. Danville, who had figna- 

lized his courage in the wars of Italy, whence he had been recalled after the 



on the heart of his 



intended bride, and had fo far ingratiated himfelf with her relations, that, 
though a younger fon, he obtained a preference over the moft opulent noblemen - 
who frequented the. court, and even over fome of the princes of the blood, who 
afpired to obtain her hand. - Apprifed of thefe circumftances, the conftable went 

• n • m ^» S\ m * - - - _ - 



affift 

at his caftle of Ecouen. . 

- The Guifes, on their fide, availing themfelves of the favour they now enjoyed^ 
and for the poffeffion of which they were folely indebted to their recent fervices, 
prefied the conclufion of the marriage of Charles the Third, duke of Lorraine, 
the head of their family, with the princefs Claude, fecond daughter to the king : 
the young duke, who, for the laft feven years, had been brought up with the 
dauphin, received, as^a marriage-portion with his wife, 4 the fum* of one 'hundred" 
thoufand crowns, and the town of Stenay, one of the keys of the province of 
Champagne, which formerly belonged to the dukes of Lorraine. 

^ A. D.^155^.]^ Elizabeth, meanwhile, had inftru&ed the Englifli plenipotentia- 
ries^ to ad in every point in concert with the plenipotentiaries of Spaip, and to take* 

Gamier, torn, xxvii, p. 5405 
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no ftep until they had previoufly confulted with them. But though fhe deemed it 
prudent to aflume this appearance of confidence in the Spanifh monarch, fhe knew 
precifely how far to carry it ; and difcovered no inclination to accept of that extra- 
ordinary propofal of marriage which Philip had made to her. The Englifli had ex> 
prefled fo openly their deteftation of her lifter's choice of him, that it would have 
been highly imprudent to exafperate them by a renewal of that odious alliance. She 
was too well acquainted with Philip's harfh and imperious temper, to think of him. 

for a hufband : nor could fhe admit a difpenfalion from the pope to be fufficient to 
authorize her marrying him, without condemning her father's divorce from Catha- 
rine to Arragon, and acknowledging, of confequence, the nullity of her mother's 
marriage, and the illegitimacy of her own birth. But, though (he determined not 
to yield to Philip's addrefles, the fituation of her affairs rendered it dangerous to re- 
ject them ; and fhe returned in anfwer, therefore, in terms which were evafive, but 
fo tempered with refpecl, that though they gave him no reafon to be fecure of fuc- 
cefs, they did not altogether extinguish his hopes. 

By this artifice, as -well .as by the prudence with .which {he concealed her fenti- 
ments and intentions with regard to religious concerns, for fome time after her ac- 
ceflion, (he fo far gained upon Philip that he warmly efpoufed her intereft in the 
conferences which were renewed at Cercamp, and afterwards removed, on the fixth 
of February, to Cateau-Cambrefis. A definitive treaty, which was to adjuft the 
claims and pretenfions of fo many princes, required the examination of fuch a vari- 
ety of intricate points, and led to fuch infinite and minute details, as fpun out the 
negocialions to a great length. * But the indefatigable exertions of the conftable 
Montmorenci, who alternately repaired to the courts of Paris and Bruflels, in or- 
der to obviate or remove every difficulty, the chief .points in difpute were at length 
adjufted. 

The claims of England remained as the only obftacle to retard the treaty. Eli- 
zabeth demanded the reftitution of. Calais, in the moft peremptory terms, as an ef- 
fential condition of her confenting to peace ; Henry refufed to give up that impor- 
tant conqueft.; and both feemed to have taken their refolution with unalterable 
firmnefs. Philip warmly fupported Elizabeth's pretenfions to -Calais, not merely 
from a .principle of equity towards the Englifli nation, that he might appear to have 
' contributed to their recovering what they had loft by efpoufing his caufe ; nor fole- 
iy with a view of foothing Elizabeth by his manifeftation of zeal for her intereft ; 
but in order to render ,France lefs formidable, by Securing to her ancient enemy this 
eafy accefs into the heart of .the kingdom. The earneftnefs, however, with which 
he feconded the arguments of the Englifli plenipotentiaries foon began to relax. 
During the courfe of the negGciation, Elizabeth, who now felt herfelf firmly feat- 
ed on her throne, .began to take fuch open and^vigorous meafures, not only for 
overturning all that her fifter had done in favour of popery, but for eftablifhing 
the protectant church on a firm foundation, as convinced Philip that his hopes of an 
union with her had been from the beginijing vain, and were now defperate. 

+ 
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Pending the negociation, the marefchal de Briflac, who commanded in Piedmont 5 
apprifed of the facrifices which France was about to make, and fearful of being de- 
prived of his government, fent his fecretary, Boivin, to the king : he obferved to 
Henry, that the country propofed to be ceded to the enemy was equal in value to 
any one of the beft provinces in his dominions ; and would, in time of peace, pro- 
duce a revenue of five hundred thoufand crowns, three hundred thoufand where- 
of, ©r even more, would be paid into the treafury, every year ; that the finances of 
the Spanifh monarch were in fuch a deplorable ftate, that the continuance of the 
war for another year would fuffice to make him alter his tone, and fubmit to fuch 
conditions as France might choofe to exaft. " Do not be offended, Sire/ 1 — faid 

the duke of Guife, who was prefent at the time — " if I declare that the conduct you 
c< are made to purfue proves the contrary ; and that a fmgle ftroke of your pen is 
c< about to take from you more than you could poffibly lofe by an unfuccefsfui war 
f C of thirty years. Put me in one of the weakeft places which you are advifed to 
* l refign, and let your enemies diflodge me if they can. In the offer I now make, 
u I fhall be joined by hundreds of your fervants, as well on this as on the other 
* c fzde of the Alps/' Henry remained filent, and exhibited evident marks of con- 
fufion : and the duke believing him to be fhaken, told him to truft to his brother 
and him for providing the requifite funds for raifing and fupporting an army of 
equal ftrength to that of the preceding year ; that they would even, he faid, fave 
him the trouble of convening the ftates-general a fecond time, having already open- 
ed a negociation with certain bankers who had confented to advance as much mo-' 
ney as would be wanted ; and he had formed a plan of operations for the enfuing 
campaign, the fuccefs whereof appeared to him to be infallible, and would put him 
in a fituation to give law to the enemy. 

Thefe offers, from a man who had always been accuftomed to perform more thin 
he promifed, feemed to decide the king ; who, to give an apparent' fatisfaction to 
the duke of Guife, immediately difpatched Boivin with orders to his plenipotenti- 
aries to exercife their power with great difcretion ; but, in a private letter which he 
fent, at the fame time, to the conltable, he gave him an account of this converfati- 
on, which he reprefented as a new fcherne of the Guifes in order to keep the reins 
of government in their own hands ; and he therefore urged Montmorenci to acce- 
lerate the treaty as much as poflible*. 

The treaty of peace between Prance and England contained no article of real im- 
portance, but that which refpected Calais. It was ftipulated, that Henry fhould 
keep poffeffion of that town, with all 'its dependencies, during eight years ; that, at 
the expiration of that term, he fhould reftore it to England ; that in cafe of non- 
performance, he fhould forfeit rive hundred thoufand crowns, for the payment of 
which fum feven or eight wealthy merchants, who were not his fubjefts, fhould 



grant fecurity •, that five perfons of diftin&ion fhould be given as h oft ages until 



shat fecurity were provided ; that, although the forfeit of five hundred thoufand 
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crowns fhould be paid, the right of England to Calais fhould ftill remain entire, in 
the fame manner as if the term of eight years were expired j that the king and queen, 
of Scotland fhould be included in the treaty ; that if they, or the French. Icings 
fhould violate the peace by any hoftile a&ion, Henry fhould be obliged inftantly to 
reftore Calais ; that, on the other hand, if any breach of the treaty proceeded from 
Elizabeth, then Henry, and the king and queen of Scots, were abfolved from all the 
engagements which they had contracted by this treaty. 

The expedient employed by Montmorenci for the purpofe of facilitating the con* 
clufion of peace between France and Spain, was the negociating two treaties of mar- 
riage, one between Elizabeth, Henry's eldeft daughter, and Philip, who fupplanted 
iisfon, the unfortunate Don Carlos, to whom that princefs had been promifed in 
the former conferrences at Cercamp ; the other between Margaret, Henry's only 
fifter, and the duke of Savoy. Henry having, by this means, fecured an honour- 
able eftabliftiment for his lifter and his daughter, granted, in confideration of thefe 
marriages, terms both to Philip and the duke of Savoy, of which he would not, ont 
any other account, have ventured to approve. 

The principal articles in the treaty between Henry and Philip were, that a fin- 
cere and perpetual amity fhould be eftabliflied between the two crowns and their 
xefpe&ive allies ; the two monarchs fhould labour in concert to procure the convo- 
cation of a general council, in order to check the progrefs of herefy, and reftore uni- 
ty and concord to the Chriftian Church ; that all the conquefts made by either par- 
ity on this fide of the Alps, fince the commencement of the war, in 1551* fhould be 
mutually reftored. 

Thus, by this famous treaty, peace was re- eftablifhed in Europe. All the caufes 
of difcord which had fo long embroiled the powerful monarchs of France and 
Spain, which had tranfmitted hereditary quarrels and wars from Charles to Philip, 
and from Francis to Henry, feemed to be wholly removed or finally terminated. 

Soon after the conclufion of the treaty, the duke of Savoy repaired, with a nume* 
rous, retinue, to Paris, in order to celebrate his marriage with Henry's fifter* 
* The duke of Alva was fent to the fame capital, at the head of a fplendid embaflyj 
to efpoufe the princefs Elizabeth, in the name of his mafter the king of Spain ; the 
ceremony was performed, on the twenty-fixth of June, by the cardinal of Bour- 
bon, at the church of Notre Dame. The greateft rejoicings and feftivities took 
place on this occafion, and on the twenty-ninth of June a grand tournament was 
holden in the Rue Saint- Antoine, at which the king bore away the palm of vi&ory. 
But as he was retiring from the circle, he perceived two lances, at one end of the 
lifts which were unbroken ; one of thefe he took himfelf, and the other he fent to 
Montgomery, the captain of his guards, a man eminently Ikilled in all martial ex- 
ercifes, inviting him to break it with his fovereign in honour of the ladies. Mont- 
gomery hefitated for fome time, and even twice refufed to obey the fummons y the 
queens of Scotland and France too, who were prefent, fent to entreat the king to, 
content himfelf with the glory he had already acquired, and to run no farther rifk 5 

Henry, however, perfifted^ and, at length, fent a pofitive order to Montgomery 
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to prepare for the affault : he obeyed ; the attack was violent ; their lances were 
Ihivered in pieces : but the king's vizor having been deranged by the fliock, onecf 
the broken pieces of his adverfary's lance pierced his forehead, juft above the left 
eye, and he fell fenfelefs on the ground. He was immediately conveyed to his pa- 
lace, and the furgeons, after examining the wound, declared it, though dangerous, 
not incurable ; but an abcefs having unexpectedly formed in the head, their utmofc 
fkill proved ineffectual, and, on the 10th of July, Henry expired, in the forty-firfl 
year of his age,* and the thirteenth of his reign. 

The character of this monarch may be traced in a few words : he had more in his 
difpofition of the warrior than the ftatefman ; aftive and intrepid in the field, but 
weak and irrefolute in the council : better formed for obedience than command, a 
culpable facility of temper fubjeftedhim to perpetual impofition, and betrayed him 
into fituations by which he was not only degraded as a monarch, but difgraced as 
a man. The beji feature in his char after was his conftancy in friendfhip, and the 

"nvorft^ his cruelty in religion. 

The doftrine of the Reformers began to fpread with great celerity in France* 
during the reign of Henry the Second ; and from a principle, juftly applied to reli- 
gious feftaries, in whom oppofition begets perfeverance, the perfecuting fpirit of 
that monarch, who piqued himfelf upon the orthodoxy of his religious tenets, far 
from ftemming the torrent it was intended to check, only ferved to encreafe the rapi- 
dity of its progrefs. The French Reformers being chiefly Calvinifts, and their prm* 
ciples, of courfe, being farther removed from thofe of the eftabliftied church, than 
the principles of the more moderate Prott- ftants, could not fail to be highly difguft- 
ing to fuch as were firmly refolved to adhere to the religion of their country. 

A fyftem of perfecution was accordingly entered upon and purfued with unrelent- 
ing feverity, by Henry and his principal minifters, whopublickly declared war 
againft heretics of every denomination. The cognizance of the crime of herefy 
had been fometimes entrufted to the parliaments, and fometimes to the bifhops* 
courts ; and thefe rival jurifdiftions had, from a fpirit jealoufy, generally contrived 
to thwart the operations of and impofe a reftraint upon each other. With a view 
to remedy the inconveniences arifmg from the jealoufy, and to enforce the execu- 
tion of the laws againft heretics, Henry the Second, in the year 1 55 1 , iffued the fa- 
mous edift of Chateaubriand, by which two courts were ftriftly enjoined, in all fi- 
milar profecutions, to aft in conjuftion, and to afford each other all pofTible affift- 
ance. The prefidiah — tribunals eftablifhed in the different provinces during this 
reign — were empowered to decide definitively in matters of herefy, and even pro* 
nounce fentence of death on the perfons convifted of that crime, provided not lefa 
than ten judged were prefent at the time ; and, in order to effeft the expulfion of 
the Reformers from the kingdom, all lords high-jitjliciaries were ftriftly enjoined to 
inform againft fuch as werefujpetfed of herefy, throughout their refpeftive lordfhips^ 
and to fend their informations to the neareft prefidial* that the culprits might be: 
proceeded againft without delay, 
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Many of thofe who favoured the new do&rines, and were afraid of being ex- 
:pofed to the dangers of a trial, extended by every circumftance of prejudice and 
— - 1--- fl ec [ to Geneva or to Switzerland * — ~ — — j ~<* 



thereof. 



fly fold their eftates at a very inferior price, from the idea that it was better to fave 
a part than to run the rifk of iofing the whole. All the property belonging to 
.•thefe fugitives was ordered to be feized; and if the officers employed in execu- 
ting this commiffion met with any obftaele froin:perfoas, ? wJio .pretended* to have 
.purchafed fuch property, the judges were ftrongly enjoined by the editt to invefH* 
gate, with the utmoft vigour, .the validity of their titles, and, in cafe they fhould 
difcover any collufion between the purchafer and vender, not only to feize the 
property in difpute, but to impofe a heavy fine upon the purchafer: whoever 
gave information, and fubftantiated fuch information by proof, that any of the 
king's fubje&s fent money to Geneva, was entitled to a third of the amount : any 
perfon informing againtt a. heretic was alfo entitled to a third of his property, but* 
in fome meafure'to check the abominable oppreflions which fuch a regulation 
would neceffarily occafion, it was decreed that if the informer failed to conviffc 
the perfon he had accufed, he fhould be fubje&ed to the fame punifhment as that 
perfon would have incurred, ihadhis guilt been confirmed. 

The executions, in confequence of this rigorous and oppreffive edi£V, wef6 
numerous ; but ftill the number of proteftants, as well in the capital as in the 
provinces, continued to «encreafe. Enraged at the inefficacy of their meafures, 
and ftimulated by the profpecl of confifcations, the produce whereof the king had 
refigned to his favourite courtiers. The magiftrates themfelves, were infe&ed 
with the new opinions, and far from enforcing the execution of his edifts, a£led 

in concert with the proteftant minifters : that the prefidials, through fear of being 
engaged in a difpute with the fovereign courts, Teldom exercifed the power which 
had been conferred on them of trying heretics in dernier refort ; that the eccle«» 
fiaftical tribunals in vain caufed the culprits to be apprehended and proceeded a- 
gainft with becoming feverity, fince, by means of an appeal which the judges 
were compelled to refpeft, they were taken from their jurifdi&ion, when the 

fecular judges always discovered fome mode of clearing them from the accufation : 
that religion would be deftroyed in France, unlefs refource were had to the 
only remedy which preferved it pure and unpolluted, throughout Spain, and 
the greater part of Italy : that for this purpofe, it was only neceffary to make 
two alterations in the editt of Chateaubriand, which the calamity of the times 
Tendered indifpenfable ; that the firft of thefe alterations confifted in putting a 
flop to all appeals from the fentences of the ecclefiaftical courts, which ought to 
be fent to the neareft fecular judge, who fhould be compelled to enforce their 
execution : the fecond in confifcating the property of all perfons, indifcriminately, 
who fhould leave the kingdom, through the dread of perfecution, in order to 
fettle in foreign countries; and in feizing fuch property, for the king's ufe, 

wherever it might be found, even though it were in poffeflion of a perfon who had 
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given a valuable confideration for the fame. As foon as this refolution had been 
adopted by the council, afecret conference was holden at the houfe of Bertrand, 
keeper of the feals, at which certain magiftrates, who were fworn enemies to the 
new do&rines, were invited to attend; and two new edicts were there drawn up, 
which were prefented to the parliament to be regiftered, at a time when moft of 

the judges were abfent. This attempt, however, being foiled, the matter was 
argued on the eleventh of September ; when Denis Riant, advocate-general, in 
fupport of the edi&s, obferved, that they were the refult of the deliberations of 
the moft enlightened men in the kingdom; that the king had been led to pals 
them from the convi&ion that there was no other prefervative to be found againlt 

the progrefs of a contagion which infefted the capital and fpread over the pro- 
vinces: that if any objections could be raifed again ft the edi&s, it was the too 
great extenfion of its jurifdi&ion of the fpiritual courts, by fubje&ing to them, 
indiferiminately, all orders of citizens : but it could not be denied that it was 
highly expedient with regard to apoftate monks, and other fanatics, who, affum- 
ing the right of dogmatifing, perverted the confciences of his majefty's fubje&s, 
and diffufed trouble and conrufion throughout the realm : that the court, as might 
be proved from the regifters, did not difapprove of the inquifition, provided it 
were direfted by the rules laid down in the canons : that he was therefore jufti- 
fied in his expectation, that the court would, after making fuch reftri&ions as it 
might think proper with regard to the too great extenfion of the power of the 
fpiritual tribunal, proceed to regifter the edift in queftion. It was however de- 
cided in the, parliament, by a very confiderable majority, that the edift fhould 
not be regiftered, but that the court would addrefs the king, and indicate fome 
other means of promoting the extirpation of herefy, more conformable to the 
fpirit of Chriftianity. 

Accordingly, on the feventeenth of Oftober, 1555, theprefident Seguier, and 
the counfellor Dudrac had an audience of the king at Villers-Cuterets, when the 
former thus addreffed his majefty, in the name of the parliament ; 

cc Sire, The difficulties naturally attending the commiffion with which we are 
entrufted, are confiderably augmented by the finifter impreffions which your ma- . 
jefty has been led to encourage againft your parliament. Were the fole obje£t 
of our commiffion the juftification of thofe by whom we are fent, it would fuffice 
toobferve that the editt which they refufed to regifter is precifely the fame as that 
which was reje&ed by a part of the court fome months ago ; and that it would 
;be impoffible to aft otherwife without making your parliament fall into a contra- 
diction with itfelf, and without introducing into the kingdom, and into the fame 
fanttuary of juftice, two tribunals oppofed to each other. But this reafon, power- 
ful as it was with regard to ourfelves, is not that which we mean to employ, 
fince it would only juftify us at the expence of our brethren, and would gather 
conftitute an excufe than form an apology. In faft, it is not, becaufe the edi'dt 
has before beenreje&ed that we have thought proper .to reje£t it alfo, but be*- 
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caufe, after a ciofe examination, it appeared to us, as it did to our brethren, 
that it could not be admitted without depriving your fubjetts of their liberty, and 
your majefty of the nobleft rights of that Sovereignty which we are conftitution- 
ally bound to defend and proteft. But before I enter on the reafons by which 
our conduft has been influenced, let me be permitted to offer one previous 
reflection. 

" Your parliament, Sire, is compofed of one hundred and fixty magiftrates, 
who were not admitted as members of the court, until they had furnifhed Satis- 
factory proofs of their capacity, and ample atteftations of the purity of their lives 
and manners ; who are, in fliort, men of that defcription, that your majefty 
would fcarcely find it poflible to replace them throughout the whole extent of 
your dominions : what mortal, then, can be fo prefumptuous as to oppofe his 
private judgment to that of fo large a body of men, devoted, from their infancy 
to~the ftudy of the laws, and employed, from morning to night, in diftinguifhing 
whatisjuft and lawful, from what is unjuft and prohibited? As for me, I have 
formed fo high an opinion of the integrity and knowledge of that auguft fenate, 
that if it had pronounced a fentance of death againft me, I fhould be led to 

doubt my own innocence, and, in fome degree, to rejeft the teftimony of my con- 
fcience. Thofe men who wifhed to perfuade your majefty to eftablifh the inquifi- 
tion, were aware they could only fucceed in their attempt, by rendering the 
religion of your magiftrates fufpe&ed ; by reprefenting them either as heretics in 
difguife, or as men floating between error and truth, and perfectly indifferent on 
the article of faith. That, Sire, is an accufation, ever eafy to hazard, but which 
no honeft man would ever advance unlefs he were able to fubftantiate the charge 
by clean and convincive proofs. The orthodoxy of your magiftrates has been 
proved, and they are obliged to give a certificate with regard to the ftability and 
purity of their faith ; it muft, therefore, be fuppofed, either that they have been 
perverted fmce their reception, or that they have given falfe certificates ; if a 
door be once opened to fufpicions of that nature, what man will be free from 
them, or in whom can you place your confidence ? we know our brethren much 
better than thofe who fpeak of them with fuch difrefpeft ; and if your majefty 
will give credit to our oaths, we (hall not hefitate to fwear by all that we hold 
facred, that we have never perceived any thing in the conduct of the parliament, 
that could poflibly occafion or juftify fimilar fufpicions. Not that we pledge our- 
felves that, in a fociety fo numerous, there are no fantaftical nor whimfical minds, 
which entertain peculiar fentiments on the article of faith ; God is the the fole 
judge of men^ confciences ; and it would be wonderful indeed if, .in an age 
when the rage for reafoning is become an epidemic diforder, hot a fingle man 
could be found among us who, impelled by prejudice and prefumption, had 
grayed from the right road ; but will venture to aflert, that we do not know any 
one riiagiftrate but what profefles and pra&ifes the true religion 5 in fhort, I 
Ihould fooner be made to believe^that anti-Chrift is arrived, and the world is juft 

& an end, than to give credit to any of the abfurdities which have been related 
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to you. It is you, Sire, who appoint magiftrates : when you ohofe the prefent 
members of your parliament, you deemed them worthy your confidence; to that 
confidence, then, they have an undoubted right, until it {hall have been proved 

that they deferve to lofe it ; and you cannot deprive them of it, either wholly 

or partially, without prejudice to your own authority and power. For how can 
their decifions be refpe&ed by the inferior judges, and by the reft, of your fub- 
jedts, if it be iufpected that they are the decifions of men of doubtful characters, 
and who are themfelves afting in oppofition to the laws of the realm ? it is evident 
therefore, that the perfidious and malicious infinuations which have been convey- 
ed to you have a direft tendency to fubvert all order, and expofe your authority to- 
contempt. 

" Such, Sire, are the real motives by which we have been deterred from paying 
obedience to your orders, and we never doubted but that, as foon as we fhould: 
be permitted to explain them to you, they would make the fame impreffion on 
your mind as on our own. Your parliament laments the rapid progrefs of herefy, 
and has long preceived the neceffity of oppofing it with fhength and efficacy;, 
but cannot this be done without fhaking the foundations of the monarchy ? Grant, t 
if you will, permiffion to the bifhops and Inquifitors to inflift capital punifhments 
on men of their own profeffion — though even with regard to them it would be 
infinitely more juft to leave open the way of appeal — but never fuffer your lay- 
fubje&sto be tried except by your own tribunals, and by men who hold of you 
alone their commiffions and their powers. To this firft expedient, fuggefted by 
the court, another muft be added, of much greater efficacy. 

As for you, gentlemen," addreffing himfelf to the minifters and courtiers who 
were prefent, " who liften to me with fo much tranquillity, and who think, propa- 
bly, that the matter does not concern you, it is proper that you fhould be unde- 
ceived. As long as you are in favour, you wifely make the. moft of your time ; 
honours and rewards are laviflied on your heads : you are refpefted by. all who- 
approach you j and no one thinks of attacking you : but the higher your Ration, . 
the nearer you are to the thunder, and a man muft be ignorant of hiftory n.ot to- 
know on what trivial circumftances the difgraceof a courtier frequently depends. 
Formerly, however, when this difafter befell you, you could, at leaft, retire with, 
a fortune, that confoled you, in a certain degree, for the lofs you . had fuftained,. 
and that enabled you to enrich your heirs. But were.this edi£tto pafs, from that 
moment your fituation. would be.altered ; yon would, as before, be fucceedi d by. 
needy men, of hungry minds, who, knowing not; how long they may remain 
in office, will burn with the defire of making afudden fortune, and will find it a 
very eafy matter to gratify that defire : certain of obtaining from the king the con- 
fife ati on of your property, it will only be neceffary to fecure in their intereft one 
Inquifitor and two witnelfes, and though you were faints b you w r ould be burned: 
as heretics. 

At thefe words, the conftable Montmorenci, who had not forgotten his own dif- 

grace, in. the . preceding reign, knitted his brows and changed colour 5 .and the other y 
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nuni'flers fhudJered with I orror. The king hlmfelf exhibited evident marks of 
confufion, and thanking the parliament for their rembnflrances, promifed to pay at- 
tention to them, Notl.ing farther, however, was done in the bufinefs, till the year 
1557, when the number of Calvinifts having confiderably encreafed, the king, by 
his letters-pitant, enjoined all prelates to repair to their diocefes, and either to dis- 
charge the duties of their office in perfon, or to appoint grand-vicars of approved 
virtue and rigid principles, who were worthy to ad as their fubftitutes : in cafe of 
•difobedience, the king authorized the parliament to proceed againft them, by feiz- 
iug their temporalities, and applying the produce thereof to the purpofe of paying 
•enlightened mini iters who might preach the Word of God to the people. 

In the year following, after the return of the cardinal of Lorraine from Rome, a 
bull was publifhed, by which Paul the Fourth, at the kingVrequeft, eftablifhed an 
Inquifition in France, after the model of that which fubfifted at Rome; and the 
cardinals of Lorraine, Bourbon, and Chatillon, were appointed prefidenls of this 
new tribunal, with the power of chufing vicars, either from among the bifhops, or 
doftors of divinity : conferring, as well on thefe inquifitors, as on their delegates, 
a full power to arreft, imprifon, and condemn all perfons, of whatever rank or 
•quality, convi&ed or fufpedted of the crime of herefy. 

This attempt to eftabliih the Inquifition had been preceded, though not influen- 
ced, by a tumult in the Rue Saint-Jacques, where about four hundred Calvinifts had 
afifembled, in a private houfe, in order to perform divine fervice* : the neighbours, 
alarmed, or pretended to be fo, at this unufual affemblage of people, atfuch a late 
hour — for it was night — furrounded the houfe ; and, having collected a mob, af- 
failed the congregation, on their attempt to leave the place after fervice was over 
with (tones and other miflile weapons. The Calvinifts held a confutation anion 
ihemfelves, and as they knew that death would be their portion if taken, the bolde 
of them refolved to cut their way through the mob, fword in hand. This they ea- 
fily effeQ:ed ; the cowardly rabble fled before them ; but they were no fooner out 
of danger, than they fpeedily re-affembled, and prepared to vent their rage on the 
old men, women, and others, who had been reftrained by fear from following their 
companions. The timely arrival of the minifters of juftiee faved the unhappy vic- 
tims — among whom were feveral females of high diftinttion — from immediate affaf- 
fination ; though, as they were conducted to prifon, they were expofed to the blows 
and licentious infolence of a brutal populace. To complete the mifery of their fitu- 
ation, by adding a calumny to persecution, a report was induftrioufly propagated, 
that, immediately after the celebration of their infernal orgies, the Calvinifts extin- 
guifhed the lights, and, mixing together indifcriminately like brutes, each man feiz- 
ed, as the partner of his crimes, the firft woman he could lay hold of, even though 
Ihe were his mother, daughter or fifter. Thefe atrocious calumnies were repeated 
from the pulpitf, and the king, prone to credulity, gave eafy credit to tales that flat- 
tered his religious prejudices. Mufnier, a man of infamous character, who had 

* Beze, Hift. Ec.ckf.— La Popliniere. t Garnier, torn, xxvii. p. 406. 
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been convicted of fubordination of perjury, was appoihfed; by the cardinal of Lor- 
raine, to try the culprits, but the parliament remonftrated with fuch warmth on the 
infult offered to them by that appointment, that the cognizance of the caufe was left 
to themfelves. Five of the wretched Galvinifts were publickly burned at the Place 
de Gr£ve, but the judge purpofely prolonged the trials of the reft, and, by that 
means, .afforded them an opportunity to efcape. ; 

The remonftrance, which was rather intended as an appeal to . the public, than 
as an addrefs to the king, produced but little effe£t : but the unhappy prisoners 
found more able advocates in the proteftant cantons of Switzerland, and the elector 
palatine, who folicited their releafe with uncommon earneftnefs ; and the king, who 
was, at that time, raifing troops, in their dominions, did not think it prudent to re- " 
je£t their application. ; The calm;, however, which enfued on their releafe, was but 
of (ho'rt duration/ Many princes of the blood, who favoured the new. doctrines, 
and among others,, Anthony of Bourbon and his confort Jane d'Albret^ king. and 
queen of Navarre, with the prince and princefs of Conde, having repaired to Paris, 
to be prefent at the marriage of the /dauphin with .the young queen of Scotland, 
frequented the private affemblies of the Galvinifts, careffed their minifters, and en- 

^ mm ft V * 

his letters,, with their timid 
that any explofion muft 

prove udva.htageous to ithe propagation of his do&rine, which had already taken fuch 

deep root in 'the .'kingdom, that it was deemed impoffible to eradicate it, "he incef- 
fantly exhorted .'thpm to adAyith firmnefs and decifion^ and .boldly to publifli their 

profefTibn'of faitK' wherever they went*. Piqued at thefe reproaches,' and encou- 
taged b^.the prefen.ce, ai}£ { exhprtations of the princes of the jhoq.4, tftey appointed 
two or three Tuc^ in a, meadowy ^called Le Pi^; aux^ Clfercs^ where 

three or four thoiifahct per^ns affembled, and fang the Pfclrns.pf Marot,j(et tbmu- 

fie: they 'then marched in p.rockffipn through feyeral ftreets jn the fuburbs of .Saint-* 
w " ' ' in, attended. 1 By a 'great number -of armed gendemen^iWhp .threatened to .cut 
ffdvifn;all\Kj& their ; paflage. ;•• . The. magifttates,' alarmed at 

this unexpected tumult, ordered ,thb(e ij gates to : be fliut, which, led W. the^univerfity 
and" ihi ' f iiburb of* Sain t- 'Germain, and fe'rit their officers to jtake- informations ronithe 
;fpot- ..The bifliop,qf Paris . immediately fent the particulars; of this tranfa&idn tolthe 

kifig, wMcjii^ 

naSung ^' compared;^ pth the notice, that Granvelle* biflipp;pf . Arras, 

had ' recently.'giyen 'to a.confpiracy on the point of 

fcre^Mrig"puV.; tfugatc]^ Bertrand; keeper of the feak, 

^th4%ee;mafters;o^ bufmefs. : Bertrand, after he had 

^rea'd tK'e informations ?iaireadY* takehJSy the officers of . the Ghatelet, went to the par- 

iiahieht,' where he obfefyedlVtnat.tfie» cardial ;ofrL6rraine^ l havin&-had , a frefh ; con^ 



couraged them to .redo,uble { thgir zeal and adhvity. 
' Calvin had, for /A'me; Hme^ paft^ reproached them, in hi 
circumfpeclioh, or ratherl pufil^animicy; ; and, .convinced, i 
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je& of peace, had received intelligence from that prelate o a confpiracy then form- 
ing by the proteftants , which would foon break out : that the day after the cardinal's 
return to the court, the king had received a letter from the bifhop of Paris, in which 
he was informed that fome of the iilfurgents had been heard to fay— €c That they 



//j^y pleafed in fpite of 



dif approved of 



" their conduct — /V would foon be feen who was thefirongefi .-"—that there could be 

no doubt but this infolent challenge was addrefled to the king, and announced a re- 
gular plan for overthrowing the Itate* 

The firft prefident, Le Maitre, replied that the little lights which they had been 
able to procure on the fubjeft, -rather refembled intelligence imparted in confidence, 
than evidence delivered on oath, becaufe the witnefies had no fooner evinced a dif- 
pofition to enter into explanations, than they had been threatened by perfons in dif- 
guife to be maflacred in the ftreets, or to have their houfes reduced to afhes j fear, 
therefore, had rendered them filent : that Truth was the daughter of time, and as 
foon as it was known that the king would fpare none of the criminals, however, 
elevated their rank iii life, depofitions would flow in apace : that, if it was intended 
to trace the evil to its fource, it would be found to originate in the Concordate j 
and that the people had only been led aftray fince they ha:d cedfed to hear the voi- 
ces bf their lawful paftors : that, at that time, there were forty bilhops at Paris, 
tvho did nothing but excite difguft : that, formerly, at 5 leaff they never appeared 
in public but in the canonicals, whereas now they ftrutted aibdut the ftreets in court 
drefles; that the edift, publifhed at the requeft of the parliament, for compelling 
bifliops and curates to refide, had been fpeedily abrogated : J th^t all the abbies in 



of 



wafte 



abolifli the little regularity which ftill fubfifted in the moriafteries.. 

Still the do&riries of Calvin continued to be propdgated with great fuccefs ; the 
parliament themfelves were divided in their fentiments for while the Grand Cham- 
ber* prefided by Le Maitre, Saint Andre, and Minart, configned to t the flames al- 
inofl: every heretic that 7 was brought before them, the chamber of the Tournelle, pre- 
fided by Harlai, de Thousand Seguier, generally contrived to acquit them, or, at 



mbft, made them pay 



r throughout the 



crown-lawyers received iriftf uftions to remohftrate with the court on the impropri- 
ety of theif conduit, and to convene one of thofe meetings— -called Mercuriales—?& 
whifch every member of the : parliament was cpmpelled to.anfwer all queftions that 
fh<5uld be put to him 6n t reUgibu^ ; matt6r.s». The parliament accordingly met, at 

ihe beginhihg of June, in a great robin' iat the convent of the Auguftine friars, when 
they fpbke with fo much' forbeaind vehemence, that the firft prefident, alarmed at 
the cdriimbtiori which brevatiled^m the court* feiit vtord to the minifters* that the 



ferve a proper decorum. f 



perfon, or order to pre- 
f June, at an hour when he 



leaft expetted^ H'enty entered the robnV accompanied by the cardinals of 
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raine and Guile; the princes of Montpenfier and La Roche-fur-Yoa^-the- dukes 
of Guife and Montmorenci ; and Bertrand, keeper of the feals. As foon as he 
was feated, he faid, that fince it had pleafed God to grant him a durable peace, he 
thought he could not make a better ufe of his time than in endeavouring to put & 
flop to thofe diffentions which began to prevail among his fubjefts with regard to 
religion. 

If, on the one fide, this fudden appearance of the king, and the number of his 
guards, who had taken poffeffion of the doors, alarmed the judges ; on the other, 
the ferenity of his countenance, the tone of impartiality he had alfumed, and more 
than that, the undoubted right which every member of the court enjoyed to deliver 
his fentiments without reftraint or moleftation, encouraged the moft timid. Some^ 
of thofe who favoured the Proteflants infilled on the neceffity of allowing them fix 
months, in order to procure inftruclion, and to return to the right path, which if 
they failed to do, they fliould then be banifhed from the kingdom ; while others 
voted for the convocation of a council, which would be authorized to decide on all- 
points of controverfy, and for fuipending, till the decifions of the council fliould be. 
known, all profecutions againft thofe who were improperly called heretics, fince 
they had neither been tried nor even heard in their own defence.. This laft opini- 
on was broached by Lewis Dufaur and Anne Dubourg ; the former an eminent 
lawyer and ftatefman ; the latter a good divine and a pious chriflian. Dufaur,. 

tracing all civil punifliments to their fource, and laying it down as a principle that 

they could only be juft and ufeful fo long as they were proportioned to the nature 
of thofe diforders which it was the intereft of fociety to reprefs, defired to know by 

what fubverfion of ideas the crimes of homicide and adultery, which fap the very 
foundations of focial order, came to be puniflied with lefs rigour in France, and ex- 
cited public cenfure in a lefs degree, than a few fpeculative opinions, which were al- 
moft indifferent to the fupport and welfare of fociety ? why men, branded with thofe 
crimes, were received, and even honoured, both at court and every where elfe r 
while Inquifitors were paid, and every fpecies of cruelty exercifed, in order to tor- 
ture a few unhappy men, who injured no one, who prattifed the precepts of the 

Gofpel, and ferved God according to the dictates of their own confeiences ? That,,, 
being at a lofs to account for this rage, he aiked thofe who perfecuted them with, 
the greateft virulence, what they had to reproach them with ; and the only anfwer 
he had ever received was, that they were pefts to fociety, though how or in what 
they had never been able to explain to him. That it might be expe&ed the Calvi* 

nifts would anfwer their perfecutors, as a prophet formerly anfwered king Ahab — 
" 'Tis thou who trottbleji Ifrael"—>Mtzr returning thanks to God for having infpir- 
ed the king with the refolution to enquire into the merits of the queftion, and to aft 
in conformity to the rules of juftice, he obferved, that the only mode of forming a-, 
juft opinion of a thing, was to confiderit by .itfelf, laying afide all thofe collateral, 
circumftances with which prejudice and paflion were apt to clog it. 

The prefidents Seguier,. Harlai, and de Thou, juftified the conduft of the parli- 
ament, without entering into the merita of the queftion ; Minart voted for the ftri& 
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execution of the laws againft heretics ; and the firll-prefidcnt, Lc Makre, 111 fupport 
of the fame opinion, quoted the example of Philip Auguftus, who, in one day, had 
caufed fix hundred heretics to be burned in his prefencc, and bellowed the great oft 
eulogies on the various cruelties which had been exercifcJ, at different times, 

againft: the Vaudois*. 

The king retired, with the princes of the blood and the noblemen who had ac- 
companied him, into an adjoining apartment, where he ordered the lift to be 
brought to him, on which were inferibed the names and opinions of ail the judges 
who had fpoken before his arrival. After he had read it he returned to his feat, 
and faid — That it was but too true, though he had hitherto refufed to believe it, 
that there was a great number of heretics in his parliament ; that though he had a 
right to pumih the whole body, for having fo long fullered them to remain on the 
bench, yet he would not confound the innocent with the guilty. The conftable, 
after approaching the throne to receive the king's orders, feized Dufaur andl^u- 
bourg, and delivered him over to the captain of the guards, who conducted them to 
the Baftille : orders were iffued for the apprehenfion of fix other judges, who had 
delivered their opinions with candour and freedom; three only were taken, An- 
thony Fumee, Euftache de la Porte, and Paul deFoix : the others, having received 
timely notice, effected their efcape. 

, By an edid, publifhed in 1557, at t ^ le inftigation of the conftable Montmdrcnci, 
whofe fon had contracted a marriage, in opposition to the will of his father, it 
was enafted, that all children of diftinftion, under the age of thirty, if males, 
and under twenty-five, if females, who Ihouid marry in a clandeftine manner, 
againft the will and confent of their parents — excepting only the cafe In which 
the father was dead, and the mother married again — fhould forfeit their inheri- 
tance ; and it was left at the option of the parents to make any or no provifion 
for them ; all fuch marriages were like wife declared null, unlefs confummatioii 
had taken place. 

Another edift, lefs oppreflive in its nature, and more falutary in its effects, 
though ftiil too rigorous and fevere, was publilhed about the fame time. Young 
women . and widows, who had facrificed their honour to the gratification of their 
paffions, inorder to conceal their difgrace, not unfrequently delivered themfelves 
in private, and put the wretched offspring of their illicit amours to death as foon 
as it was born ; if they were apprehended and profecuted, they did not fail to 
alledge that the infant had given no figns of life, and provided they did not con- 
tradiftthis declaration, when applied to the rack, they were acquitted, and, em- 
boldened by their efcape, often repeated the fame crime. To remedy this evil, any 
girl or woman, duly convifted of having concealed her pregnancy and delivery, 
and who fhould fail to produce her child, on being fummoned fo to do> was , by 
this edift, declared guilty of murder, and puniihed accordingly. 
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FRANCIS THE SECOND- 



A. D. T559O. HENRY was fucceeded by his- Con, Francis the Second, who, 
though the eldelt of feven children, had but juft entered his fixteenth year, when* 
he was called to the throne. His education had been negle&ed, not from inna- 

tention or defign, but from neceffity ; for frequent ficknefs and habitual langour 
rendered him equally unfit for mental exertions, and for thofe martial exercifes 
which by invigorating the body, give ftrength and energy to the mind. His 
mother, Catharine of Medicis, had remained fterile for a confiderable time after 
her marriage; and ihe was in danger of being divorced on that account, when the 
fkiiful- efforts of Fernel, a celebrated phyfrcian, effeSed an alteration in her con- 
ftitution, arid rerhoved the . caufe of her fterility ; but the violent remedies file 
employed, as 5 well before as during the period of her pregnancy, had a fatal 
effed on her firft offspring, at his birth, he exhibited every fymptom of debility, 
aiid never enjoyed ihore than a paflive exiftence: without defires, without vices, 
without virtues, .pronounced of age by the law, but condemned by nature to a 
perpetual : minorityi he was deftiied to become a blind inftrument in the hand of 
the firft perfoii who fhould take pdffeliion of him. 

l - : Nb fooher were t|ie eyes of Henry clofed by death, than the Guifes entered 
the; dauphin* s; chamber,* Accompanied by the duke of Ferrara, their brother-m 
law,' ztid: the -duke of Nemours, and hailed him as their fovereign; They then 
cftnd'u&ed him to his mother's apartment, who was eafily perfuaded.to remove him 
from the palace r of the Tpurnelles to the Louvre, where , he received the ' de- 
puties : ; frpni the ! parliaments to whom he announced his;intention of taking the 
rer^of* government ihto his ;pwri hands', 7 aided by the advice of his mother* and 
affifted <f by the expenence of the duke of Guife and the cardinal of Lorraine^ 
tb : the former of whom he had affigned the military- department, 1 and* to "the latter 
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Bertrand, the keeper of the feals, was difmiffed from his office, and retired to 
Rome ; but the marefchal de Saint Andre, who had amafied an immenfe fortune 
during the' laft reign, courted the friendfhip of the duke of Guife, and fecured 
it by marrying his only daughter and heirefs to one of the duke's younger 
fons. The conftable Montmorenci feemed better entitled to" refpect, 'and better 
calculated to give uneafinefs to the new miniftry: independent of a property 
fuperior to that of almoft any fubject in France, and the degree of consideration 
which long fervices command, he oppofed to the Guifes, through himfelf and 
his numerous relations, a mafs of power which ic appeared difficult, and infinitely 
dangerous to attack. 



Montmorenci received a vifit from the Secretary of 



the king 



up 



Henry had 



entrufted to his care. Although this meflage ought clearly to have convinced 
him that his reign was at an end, yet he could not refill the temptation of 
having auricular conviftion of the king's difpofition towards him ; rather chufing 
if he found it unfavourable, to take a voluntary leave, than to v/ait for his 
difmiffion. Having, accordingly, affembled his fons and nephews, he went with 
them, to the palace before the king had rifen from table ; Francis took him * by 
the hand, and led him to his clofet, whither he was followed by the duke of 
Guife and the cardinal of Lorraine, who never loft fight of him. The conftable 
prefenting his family to the king, expreffed a wifh that his majefty would confirm 
them in the poffeflion of their places, and continue to favour them with the fame 
fpecial prote&ion with which they had been honoured by his father : as he was 
proceeding to explain his wiflies with regard to himfelf, the king, who was better 
tutored than Montmorenci had fuppofed, luddenly interrupted him, and faid 1 — • 
That he was well apprife:* of the merits and fervices of *thofe whom he had re- 
commended to his prote&ion, wherefore he confirmed them . in the poffeflion of 
their refpe&ive offices, and would certainly employ them.; whenever an opportu- 
nity fhould occur, in preference to all others : that being equally fenfible of the 
length and utility of his own fervices, in the two preceding reigns, and of. the 
perfeft confidence repofed in him by his father, he fliould fettle all his falaries 
and penfions on him for life ; but that wifhing to fave him for particular occafions, 
and to releafe him, in his old age, from the cares of government, he had divided 
the adminiftration ; between the cardinal of Lorraine and the duke of Guife; to 
the former of whom he had entrufted the management of the revenue, and to 
the latter the military department: that all he had to requefl of him was, that 
he would aflift him with his knowledge, and attend, as often as he could, at the 
council, where he fhould preferve his ancient rank. 

, To this the conftable replied, that the favour his majefty had voluntarily offered;, 
of releafing him from the cares of ftate, .he had come purpofely to folicit,. but 
that, as his great age rendered it abfolutely neceffary that he fhould be wholly 
unmolefted in his retirement, he muft farther requeft that his majefty would 

difpenfe with his attendance at the council He then quitted the king, and re* 
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paired to the apartment: of the queen-mother, in order to inform her of what 
had paffecl. Catharine, confidering the difdain with which the conftable refufed 
the feat that had been referred for him at the council board as an affront offered: 
to the king and to herfelf, advifed him to ace with more caution and prudence ; 
and, in a tranfport of paffion, reproached him with the artifices he had employed 
in order to deprive her of her hufband's confidence, and particularly, with one 
expreffion, fo imprudent, that it is inconceivable how a man of Montmorenci's- 
fagacity could have fuffered it to efope him t he had afked the king how it 
happened that none of his children refembled him except Diana, his natural 
daughter, who was widow to the duke of Cadres, and had afterwards married 
the conftable's eldeft fon. Montmcrenci, however, ftrongly denied the faft. 
: Mortified with , the reception he had experienced, the conftable haftened to 
complete the preparations for Henry's funeral, and after he had attended the 
corpfe of his late fovereign to the royal vault at Saint Denis, he followed the court 
to Saint Germain, ftill uncertain whether he ftiould purfue the advice of Catha- 
rine of Medicis, or adhere to his firft refolution ; but here his mortification was 
encreafed, for the young monarch did not even drign to fpeak to him. Enraged 
at a treatment to which he had been fo little accuftomed, he refolved to retire 
without farther delay ; and that the foreign ambaffadors who had witrielfed the 
infult might be convinced that though his credit was loft at court, his influence 
with the nobility remained undiminished, he fet out from Saint Germain with fuch 
a numerous train of friends as gave to his retreat the appearance of a triumph* 
and left the court almoft wholly deferted that day. 

Of the Guifes, who afted fuch a confpicuous part during this reign, there 

were fix brothers— the duke of Guife, the cardinal of Lorraine, the duke of 
Aumale, the marquis of Elbeuf, the cardinal of Guife, and the grand prior — 
but the two firft only' appear in the foreground of the political pi&ure. The duke 
had fecured the attachment of the troops, by the repeated proofs he had given 

of his. fkill and courage in the field; while his liberality, magnificence, and 
courtefy endeared him to the people. The cardinal was chiefly indebted for the 
extent of his influence to the ftrength of his oratorical talents, and the orthodoxy 
of his religious principles. 

Still the king of Navarre remained, and, as the firft prince of the blood, he 
was indifputably entitled to the firft feat at the council, and, in cafe the king 
were incapable of holding the reins of government in his own hands, he might 
have preferred well-founded pretenfions to the high poft of lieutenant- general of 
the kingdom. The conftable, aware of this, had offered him his fupport ; but 
Anthony, confidering him as a fworn enemy to the princes of the blood, doubted 
his fincerity, and paid no attention to his propofal. Naturally timid and irrefo- 
lute, he was long at a lofs how to aft; but finding the Guifes aimed at a mono- 
poly of power, he, at length, determined to repair to court. The news of his 
departure excited a general -commotion in all the fouthren provinces ; men of the 
firft families mounted their horfes and attended by their neighbours,, their re* 
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iations and friends, met him on the toad, and offered to accompany him. But 
they foon became fo numerous, that, through fear of alarming the Guifes, he wai 
compelled to rejeft their offers, at the fame time thanking them for their zeal, 
and requeuing them to referve it for a future opportunity. 

Anthony had appointed a general rendezvous of all who were difcon tented 
with the prefent government at Vendome, the chief city of his appanage* They 
accordingly attended on the appointed day, except the conftable, who lent Dar- 
dois, his confidential agent, to reprefent him. As foon as the king of Navarrd 
propofed the fubjecl for deliberation, every body agreed in confidering the do- 
mination of the Guifes, whom they called foreigners, as an infult not only to the 
princes of the blood, but to the whole order of French nobility, whofe honour 
and whofe privileges were materially affedted thereby; but though they vtfere 
unanimous on this point, they, differed efientially as to the means of repreffirig the 
ufurpation of which they complained. The mo ft violent, fuch as the : p.ince of 
Conde, d'Andelot, and the count of Rochefoucaud, obferved that, there were 
but two means eftablifhed by nature for one man to obtain of another the object 
of his defires— perfuafion and f%Tce; — the fir ft of which ought undoubtedly to 
be. preferred, and always to be tried, whenever you had to deal with men who 
were, ju ft and enlightened; but, that with men of a different difpofition, fuch 
a , mode of proceeding would only be productive of fhame, ridicule, and con- 
tempt; were the mode of perfuafion to be adopted, they afked to whom they 
were to apply? — certainly either to the Guifes themfelves, to the king, or to the 
queen-mother; could any one fuppofe then, that by proving clearly to the Guifes 
that they were ufurpers, he could perfuade them to refign that authority which 
they, had difputed with fo much violence during the preceding reign, and which 
they had juft taken fuch pains to fecure? 

In oppofition to thefe arguments it was urged by the admiral and Dardois," that 
celerity was not more requifite in the execution of a great undertaking, than pru- 
dence and deliberation in the formation of a fcheme : that thofe who had juft advi* 
fed them to fly immediately to arms, evidently a&ed on two fuppofitions, which 
appeared, at lead, doubtful : — fir ft that the Guifes would be taken by furprize ; 
fecondly, that almoft the whole order of nobility would efpoufe the quarrel of . the 
princes with the fame' ardour by which they, themfelves were actuated : that, by 
this calculation, they ran an evident rilk of being deceived both as to their friends 
and their enemies. It was therefore, thought time enough to have recourfe to 
'more violent methods : that, in the mean time, they might found their friends, 
watch their enemies, and avail themfelves of all the faults that might efcape 

therii. • 

1 

. This lafi opinion met the approbation of the king of Navarre, inafmuch as it 
correfponded to his natural decifion, and differed, but little from the advice he had 
previoufly received from his own .minifters : he accordingly repaired to Saint- 
Germain, where the court then was, but; having received the mdft pointed infuitsi 
as well from the Guifes as from the king himfelf, he did! not dare to take his feat 
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at the council, ^>ut departed, with precipitation, for the capital, in concert with 
the prince of Conde, and others of the fame party. The Guiles, meanwhile, ap- 
prifed of their attempts, perceived the neceflity of (ending tiie princes from the 
capital, as foon as pofiible; they therefore haftened the preparations for the 
king's coronation, which ceremony was performed at Rhcims on the twelfth of 
Odober, by the cardinal of Lorraine. Emboldened by the prefence of the 
great officers of the crown, the king of Navarre now ventured to take Im feat at 
the council ; and his fuggefiions began to meet with attention, when an artifice 
of the Guifes again made him change his refolution. They read, in hk prefence > 
a letter from Philip the Second to Francis, in which that prince offen d, in 
confluence of the information he had received that feme turbulent men had 
formed a plan for overthrowing the adminiitration which had been fo happily 
eftabiifned, and for encroaching on the authority of the king, although he was 
of age, and perfectly in a condition to govern his kingdom, to fend him, as 
his friend and brother-in-law, an army of forty thoufand men, which he might 
difpofe of at his pleafure for the purpofe of reducing the infurgents to obedience. 
Anthony, hearing at the fame time, that Philip, after fettling hk affairs in the 

gan to tremble lor his princi- 



pality of Beam : refigning all his projects of grandeur, he only fought for an 
honourable pretext for retiring; and this his adverfaries were careful to afford 
him, by proposing that he fhould, himfelf, execute the commitfion which had 
been entrusted to his brother the cardinal of Bourbon, and hk coufin the prince 
de la Roche-fur- Yon, and conduct the priiicefs Elizabeth to the frontiers of Spain* 
He was afterwards detained in Beam, with the vain hope of recovering hits; former 

arrmied by the queen- mother and 



duke of Al 



negoaauon 



mi 



* the court were at Rheirns, the duke of Guife, in a private coaverfktioa; 
which he had with the admiral, told him in confidence that a man, whole -name he 
would not mention, but who paffed for a friend of Coligni^, wilhed to deprive him 
of the government of Picardy, by repr^fenting that theinceuaut care and attention 

e admintftrsuon and defence of a frontier province required, were wholly 
mcompatible with the duties ofanadmiraL Coiigni couid not mitbake the perlon 
to whom the duke alluded, becaufe the prince of Co^de had been hi* competitor 
for the poiL and he alone could form pretenSons to an o&ce which had been iuc* 
cdnvdv Loldenbv his lather and elder brother; he therefore entered into an ex- 




planation with the prince on the febiect. and after exjjref&i 
mo ft affectionate manner, at his having applied tc any other 
SD obtain what he was iuftiv entitled to. he offered to 




Conde proteftecL with great truth, that he had no concern whatever 




in thehiwu.^, 
bie of an action 




determiEatioB to rengn ids poft ; for confidents that he fhouid he unaoie to i 
iae frontier towns in a dtqozt ftate of deface, x: the cardinal o; Lrazfcine* 
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the fole management of the finances, fhould refufe him theneceffary fupplies for 

that purpofe ; and that he fhould thereby run the rifk of receiving an affront, ei- 
ther from the enemy in cafe of war, or from the king himfelf, on his vifit to the 
provinces, he rather chofe to anticipate his adverfaries, than to wait till they chofe 
to difmifs him. He therefore gave ; in his refignation, notwithflanding the remon- 
ftrances of the queen-mother, and ftrongly recommended the prince of Conde as 
his fucceffor, whofe pretenfions to that office were, he faid, anterior to his own, 
and whom he never would have confented to deprive of it, but for the deference 
which he owed to the commands of the late king. But his recommendations 
were difregarded, and the government of Picardy was conferred on the marefchal 
de Briffac. 

The prince of Conde was juftly offended at the preferrence given, under fuch cir- 
fiances, to a private gentleman over a prince of the blood : and his rdentment on 
this account probably induced him to pay greater attention to the fuggeftions of his 
mother-in-law, the lady of Roye, and to his wife, the princefs of Conde, who being 
ftrongly attached to the new do&rines, and furrounded by enthufiaftic minifters, 
had long exhorted him to open his ears to inftrudtion, and to take under his imme- 
diate proteftion the numbers of unhappy men who were perfecuted on account e£ 

their religious principles. ;{t - 

]) This j party was in a very different fituation from that to which it had*beeri redu- 
ced but a few years before ; it no longer confided of a few fortuitous affenlbiies of 
obfcute individuals, whom the publication of an ordonnance, or the fight of a com- 
miffaf y,' put to. flight, and frequently difperfed never more to meet : it now formed 
an immenfe corporation of citizens of all ranks and conditions, who held affemblies 
political and religious*, and who began to calculate their ftrength : From Boulogne 
to Bayonne, from Breft to Metz, France was crouded with churches, whofe enthufi- 
aftic ininifters, long accuftomed to brave the dangers of imprifonment and torture, 
infpired their profelytes with the fame degree of audacity, and the fame refolution ; 
eonne&ed together by one common danger, they maintained a clofe correfpondence 
with Calvin, and through his means, with fome of theSwifs cantons, the Eleftor 
Palatine and the Landgrave of Heffe, who having embraced the fame religion; 
thought themfelves interefted in procuring its folid eftablifhment in a neighbouring 
kingdom. If, notwithflanding thefe advantages, the Hugonots ftill continued to 
keep themfelves concealed, and to hold their affemblies in the night, even iri thofe 
places where they were nearly as numerous as the Catholics, indignant at the 5 re- 
ftraint impofed on them, they took proper precautions for repelling any violence 
that might be offered them, and clearly evinced, by their conduft, thatthey only 
•waited for a leader to make them aft in concert with each other, in order to extort 
a. toleration which they regarded as their rights but which they knew would never 

be voluntarily granted. The prince of Conde, who enjoyed but little credit at court 

and in: the council, naturally inclined to the adoption of violent meafures, but to 



furmount 



proceeding an obftacle accurred, which, at firft, they kflew not how 

# Gamier, torn, xxviii. p. s8. - * 
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■ It was fir ft aflted— Whether, when a foyereign, either from extreme youth, or 

any other natural defeft, was rendered incapable of governing, it did not belong to 

the nation to form a council of admiriiftration ? and whether they who, without 

confulting the nation, had, by ftratagem, taken, pofTeffion k of the fupreme authority", 

and meant to maintain it by force, might not be regarded as lifurpers and plunder- 
ers ? '-:}■ \ i - ■ . . ■ ■. — 

r II. Whether, the principal nobility of the kingdom, headvd by one or more bf 
the princes of the blood, had not a right to demand'a convocation of the ftates-gene- 
ral, and to procure for the three orders, by lawful means, the liberty of affembiing ? 
What were the means which it was lawful to employ for that purpofe, as well 
with regard to the fovereign, as to the other orders of the .ftate? . ' r 
n III. Whether, if convinced that their humble requeft and their juft complaints 
could'not reach the ears of the king, without exciting the rage .and provoking the 
refentm'ent of thofe violent men who furrounded his throne, and impoled on his 
youth and inexperience, and without expoftng the lives of their 1 - deputies to"- ex- 
treme danger, they would not be authorifed in fending with them'ari efcort of arm- 
ed men, not for the purpofe of attacking nor even of threatening any one, but mere* 
ly to guard : their' deputies from all violence, as'well oil'' the road, as*dutiiig v their 
refidence at court?- W h-..;': v' : ■ .: ^ ^rr ■'■ r i /;[ f \ \ ['[\ ' '/ " 

') IV. -Whether the prbvifional regulations which- ^his/airerhbly'Tri^hrbeinducetf 
to adopt, ;would not have the-force- of law until the\aflembly ! of the' ftkies-genefat 
ihould meet, when they fhouId : be duly examined ? , v. i ' i '* ; " • .! • '* r '"; ' 
i -.V. .In what manner they ought to conduct themfelves towards the oppreflbrs of 
public liberty, and whether it was permitted to kill them, in cafe they 'could not 
feize their perforis and bring them to a formal trial ?< * : J ' V ;; ; " . : ; y ; 

Such were th^ principal queftions which the Hugonots wifhed to be propounded^, 
before they proceeded to the execution of their plan, f The prince of CoAde was apU 
pointed their leader ; and John- de Barri, lord of La Renaiidie; of an ancient fami- 
ly in the Perigord, but of a ruined fortune, was chofeh fbr his iieuteriant and repre- 
sentative. - •■ ; : ^ ; ; : 
- The Guifes knew nothing of this tranfa&ion ; content wjth watching the king, 
of Nayarre-iand the conftabiey arid thinking thernfelves rid 6£ them, Vt; leaft.for^a 
time, they laboured, in concert 1 with the chancellor Olivier, to repair T the diforders 
which had crept into the admihiftration, ; and to refcue the ftate from the' ruin which 
feemed to threaten it.^ Though .the treafury was exhaufted, thetiatibn confidferaL-- 
bly in debt, and demands were daily encreafing, yet the dreadful .fituation to whurh: 
the farmers and peafantswere reduced,' rendered a confiderable. diminution of 1 the 
taxes a matter of neceflity. ; ; ;/ r . -\. . , .: / ; : i 

They> began by reducing' the ; iriter^fts of the fums ;^vhiqjh Wad ; been borrowed of' 
the bankers,- as well iri^ France as : ih other countries, durittg the late re%n,; and 

thofe bankers were compelled either to reimburfe^or carry to account all the mc- ; 
ney they had receiyedajbove the rate of intereft ; : as now ; arbitVaril'y 1 feftle'd*.' ' Thi£ 

? Pi£iierre— La Planchc— Villars— IaPopliniere^Manurcrit5.deFoiitaniett---Ordon. de. Fontanon,;. 
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meafure 



,,as it violated,, without the confent 



of one of the parties, an engagement voluntarily contracted and folemnly confirm- 
ed : and impolitic, fince it ihut up thofe fources to which the nation had been ae- 

cuilomed to apply in the hour of diftrefs. 

But the mbft difficult, and not the leaft neceflary tafk, yet remained .to be ac- 
corriplilhed; viz/ The reduction of the army. It had been refolved in the coun- 
cil, after the treaty of Cateau-Gambrefis, to reduce the national, forces to fifteen. 



or 



to the execution of this plan. During the war, which had continued for nearly thirty 
years, a new generation of men had been formed, who knew no other profeffion than 
that of a foldier, and no other patrimony than their pay, and the contributions they 
levied : by fuddenly depriving them of their fituation in life, without affording. them 
any other means of fubfiftence, the government would almoft reduce them to the ne~ 
ceffity of living by plunder. Nor was the fituation of the officers much better than that 
of the foldiers: mo it of then were gentlemen, born with ambition, who had abandon- 
ed the care of their domeftic concerns, and facrificed the greater part of their fortune, 
in order to obtain promotion in the fervice, and to procure rank or penfions. Thefe 
'were, not only debarred any kind of recompence for the lofs they fuftained by the 
reform, but were «ven deprived of their falaries for feveral quarters that were due 
tp.them ; this violent and unjuft plan had /been adopted towards, the conclufidn of 
the laft reign, and wa$ purfued. under the prefent. The ieommiffioners appointed to 
Superintend its execution had been expofedto the greateft danger ; in order to get 
rid of the foldiers, they ; had; divided them into different^ corps, arming thofe who 
were retained againft thofe who were difbanded, and cutting to pieces fuch compa- 
nies as were mod untra&able : .numbers of them.entered on board the fleet which 

' i * i * i A * _ 

Philip w^s .fitting put againft the dates of Barbary.; The officers* infilled on being 
treated with greater delicacy and refpect-; -and it was not.poffible to call in queftionl 
th£ir. Tight . to, make* - a direft application to the iking and his minifters, in order to, 
folicit what was lawfully due to > them ; they accordingly repaired in crowds to Fon- 
taihbleau, where the court then refided. 



feem 



e already Sufficiently numerous, yet do they 
ifing their number. Anne Dubourg, T one 

qf 'the members of the parliament, whp had been committed to prifon by Henry for 
delivering his fentiments with freedom 5 on the fubjeft of religion, was now proceed- 



the proceedings againft the competency of the court to try him, and againft the ad- 
million of men who were his avowed enemies to fit as his judges ; all his remon- 
{trances were disregarded, and after a trial, which, from the injuftice and partiality 



marked it, could Scarcely 



fortitude 



ilehce* 



$ his conduct through 'life ; the other niagiltrates who had been im- 
fame time were releafed* »n : making on apology for their impru- 



i 
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Meanwhile the aflbmbles of the Hugonots became more frequent, and a number 
offatiresand libels, calculated to inflame the minds of the people^ and to excite an 
infurre&ion, was diftributed by their emifiaries, throughout the capital*. The 
•Guifes, on the their part, not content with renewing the ancient ordonnances, and 
with encouraging informers, by the hope of reward, caufed a new edift to be pub- 
lifhed, by which it was ordained that, all the houfes in which fuch affemblies fhould 
beholden, fhould be razed to the very foundation, without even excepting thofe 
: which belonged to religious communities, or to proprietors fettled in the country, 
who, in this inftance, were made refponfible for the condud 'of their tenants. 
- Two young apprentices, the one a painter, and the other a; mufical inftrument- 
maker, had been initiated, by their mailers, into the do&rines of Calvin, and ta- 
ken to thofe no&urnal aflemblies at which the Hugonots received the facrament. 
Being afterwards driven on account of their mifcondudl, from their matter's houfes, 
i:hey returned home, and going to confetfion, were fent, by the director of their 
confidences, to the prefident Saint- Andre, and the inquifitor Demochares, who, 
after beftowing on them .many carefles, took their depofition, in which they 
fvrore, that they had frequently attended the aflemblies of the Calvihifts, in the 
•Place Maubert, at the houfe of an advocate, named Trouillas, who had a wife* 
and two daughters grown up :. that, at a numerous aflembly holden on the night 
of Holy Thurfday, aftet the fervics was over, the lights were extinguiflied, when, 
•each man laid hold of a woman, and that one of them had one of the advocate's 
daughters whom he knew very well, notwithftanding it was dark, and with, whom 
he paffed the Remainder of the night. Catharine enraged at the perufai of thie 
depofition, acknowledged the juftice of the cardinal's proceedings, and meeting', 
jtift after, with fome of her maids of honour, whom fhe knew to be attached to 
the Hugonots, fhe repeated to them what fhe had read, and declared, that if ever 
thfcy attended thofe aflemblies, fhe herfelf would inform againft them, and aban- 
don them to all thfe rigour of the laws. 1 • 

A. D. 15.60.] At the commencement of this year, the king, whofe general 
debility was greatly encreafed,. and in whofe face feveral reddifh fpots had lately 
appeared, was advifed by his phyficians to repair to Blois, where the air was more 
falubrious and temperate than at Saint-Germain, and there prepare himfelf, by 
moderate exercife, for the ufe of the aromatic baths. Some evil defigning per- 
fons, apprifed of his intentions, had fpread a report that the king' was affli&ed 

with the ieproiyi and that the only remedy which could be of fervice to him was 
to bathe in the blood of young children. A number of emiflaries Tiad vifited all 

the villages within twenty leagues of Blois ; and while fome, without entering 
into any explanation, took an exa£t lift of the molt healthy and beatiful children ; 
others, who followed them at fome diftarice, revealed thefecret, and promifed the 

parents, for a trifling reward, : to procure fhe erafure of their childrens* names 



ft 
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from the fatal lift. By this abominable manoeuvre, the report, abfurd as it was, 
obtained fuch credit with the common people, that, inftead of the acclamations of 
joy with which they were wont to hail their fovereigns, alarm, forrow and defo- 
iation marked the progrefs of the court. Moll of the towns and villages were 
abandoned, while.fuch as had courage to remain in their houfes, had ftrongly bar- 
ricaded the doors, and did not even dare to look through the windows : troops 
of peafants, carrying off their children, weredefcried in the fields, at a diftance 
from the high roads ; and when purfued, they fell on their knees, and in the mod 
pitious accents implored mercy for their children. The king, at this unufual fpec- 
taclc, burftinto tears, and infilled, with fuch eagernefs, on knowing the caufe of 
it, that his attendants were under the neceffity of telling him the truth ; he en- 
deavoured to difpel the fears of the wretched fugitives, and ordered the ftritteffc 
fearch to be made after the authors of fuch an infamous report ; but they had all 
difappeared except one, who was apprehended at Loches. This man, when ap- 
plied to the rack, had the audacity to maintain that he had only adted in obedience 
to the orders of the cardinal of Lorraine. 1 

During thefe . tranfa&ions, the queen of England had concluded a treaty with 
the Scottifli rebels, and prepared a manifefto in juftification of her conduft. — 
Having publiftied her manifefto, fhe fent feveral copies of it to her fecret partifans 
on the continent. 

.The, preparations were. carried on with rapidity, and the Guifes, .notwithftand- 
ing their numerous fpies, and notwithffanding the advice they had received from 
foreign courts, would have been taken by furprife, if the man who was moft in- 
terefted. in the fuccefs of the fcheme had not himfelf betrayed the fecret*. La 
Renaudie, who had affumed the name of LeForet, went to Paris in order to in- 

0 1 ^ 

form the prince of Conde of what had pafied at Nantes, and to confer with Ghan- 
dieu, the minifter, and the elders of the reformed church in the capital, on the 
fubjeft of the contributions they were to fupply on the prefent important occafion. 
He took up his refidence at a houfe in the fuburb of Saint Germain, belonging to 
one Peter des Avenelles, an advocate, who fecretly profeffed the reformed, reli- 
gion. This man perceiving, from the numbers of people that vifited La Renau*- 
die at all hours of the day^and night, from the anxiety vifible in their counte- 
nances, and from certain expreffions which efcaped them, that fome great * enter- 
prise was in agitation, reproached him with his want of confidence in a perfon who 
was fo firmly attached to the party, and by that means extorted from him a eon* 
feffion of all the refolutions adopted by theaffembiy at Nantes. But though Ave- 
nelles had folemnlyfworn to obferye themofi inviolable fecrecy, ; either the dread 
of punifhment or the hope of reward operated fo powerfully on his mind, that^ 
asfoon as La Renaudie had left hi& houfe, he went to de Vouze, a mafter of re 7 . 
quells, and Millet, fecretary to the duke of Guife, to whom he revealed the . 
whole fecret. The Guifes immediately communicated the matter to Catharine o£ 

• La Plancbe— La Poplimere—De Tbou— Memoires de Conde— DayiW 
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Medicis, who in the midfl: of her alarms, recolleding a letter flie had received 
two months before from the minifters of the reformed church at Paris, in which 
they warned her of the danger to which the government would be expofed, fhoiild 
they perfift in perfecuting the Hugonots, could not forbear obferving that thofe 
* fe&aries were men of their words. The chancellor Olivier, deeply affe&ed at the 
news, reproached,- with great bitternefs, the Guifes, for having neglected to fol- 
low his advice, for the violence of their adminiftration, the tone of authority, and 
the threats, which, :in fpite of his remonftrances, they had fubftituted for the lan- 
guage of confidence arid afte&ion, fo proper to proceed from the mouth of a king 
of France, ;and;a monarch of fixteen ; and he declared, that to their own oh- 
iiinacy alone they ought to afcribe the dreadful fituatiori to which : they were now 
reduced. • 1 

But while the duke of Guife endeavoured to infpire others with confidence, lite 
was noc without inquietude himfelf : knowing the talents of the three Chatiilons,. 
and particularly of the 1 admiral, formerly his comrade in the field, but now' his 
mod inveterate enemy, he forefaw that if they were the condu&er? of the en- 
terprife, they muft have taken their meafures To well that he fliould not be able 
to foil them without great- difficulty and confiderable danger. In order to learn 
whether this was the cafe, he had recourfe to Catharine of Medicis, who preferved 
an appearance of intimacy and confidence with them. The queen-mother ac- 
cordingly wrote to* requeft their immediate attendance at court, as fhe wiflied to 
have their advice on -a matter of the utmoft importance. Although it does not 
feem probable that the three brothers, who were avowed partifans of the new 
religion, and infeparable friends of * the prince of Coride, fliould not have been 
apprifed of the confpiracy, yet the whole of their conduft tends to demonfirate 
that they had taken rio immediate part in it, that they had not attended any of 
the affemblies at which the plot was formed, and that, following the example of 
the king < of Navarre and the conllable, they had determined to wait theifiue of 
the bufinefs before they ; had ^ declared themfelves. : They obeyed the fummons 
from. Catharine .without the fmalleft hefitation, and that princefs having conduced 
them to her clofet, where 'they found the chancellor, informed then* of the dis- 
covery- that had been' made, arid; conjured them by the friendfhip they bore her, 
not to abandon ^her at fuch ; a dreadful conjunfture: then addreffing herfelf to the 
,admiral, 'flie idefired him to declare, -with that fraliknefs and candour which flie 
had ever remarked in ? hinij> whence the evil proceeded, and what remedy fliould 

'he r applied. : : — — v i 1 ■..{• ' " < - ; » : • ^ :; 

. Coligni/ after afluring her' that he iuid his brothers would never forfake her, 
but would ftied'the lafl: drop of their blood in "her defence, were fuch a faerifice 
neceffary, obferved that the only, caufe of the infurre&ion was the exeeffive rigour 
,with;which;alhwho : profefredvto live according to the purity of the Gofpel were' 
perfecuted^without being permitted' to juftify themfelves, or without any attention 

being paid to the offers they had fo repeatedly made, of fubmitting to the de- 
cifions of a council, either general or national r that it was infinitely dangerous . 
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to reduce a great number of men to the neceiTity of chufing between the fervice 
which in their opinion, they owed to God, and the obedience and duty they owed 
to the king.. 

This opinion was difcufled in the council, and was fo ftrongly fupported, that 

the Guires did not dare to oppofe it; but they took. care, under pretence of 

■preferving the royal authority from . encroachment, fo to word the editt, as to 

render it wholly inadequate to the purpofe it was intended to promote. The king 

-was made to declare, that, on his acceffiopi to the throne, having found feveral 

provinces of his kingdom already infefted with the poifon of herefy v as . well 

through a crowd of preachers imported from Geneva, as from a profufion of 

dangerous publications read without precaution, he had thought it his duty to 

have recourfe to exertions of vigour in order to eheck the progrefs of .the cott* 
tagion. « . 

The edift was publiftied at Paris on the eleventh of March; and on the pre- 
ceding day the principal <:onfpirators had aifembled, according, to agreement, at 
the caftleof Fredonniere, fituated at a;fmail diftance from Blois*. From the fud- 
den removal of the court, and various other circumftances, they had no longer 
any doubt but that their fecret was difcovered, and that they fhould find their ene- 
mies prepared to receive them. s . , . 

The duke of Nemours, leaving Amboife in the night with a company of light 
horfe^ took port: near the caftle of Noizai, where the troops from Gafcony and 
Beam were llationed. He furprifed and carried off captains Raunai and Maze- 
res, as they were walking in one of the avenues, while the,baron de Caftelnau 
was left to defend the fortrefs. Nemours, leaving the greater part of his com- 
pany before the gates of the caftle, to prevent the garrifoh from efcaping, con- 
ducted his two prifoners to Amboife. Caftlenau ought to have taken this op- 
portunity to have cut his 'way through the enemy;- but as the caftle, of .Noizai 
was one of the principal magazines, for arms and ammunition in the poffeffibn of 
the confpirators^ and as the lofs of; it would: have rendered ufelefs a great num- 
ber of foldiers, who were to repair thither unarmed^ in order to: efcape obfervation, 
he was loth to abandon it, and, therefore, contented himfelf with fending fevb- 
ral melfengers to LaRenaudie, to advife him of the capture of his two compani- 
ons, and of the danger which threatened him* unlefs he were fpeedily relieved* 
Nemours, however, fqon. returned with fuch a fuperior force, that Caftelnau*, 
finding bis men totally difheartened, and deprived of all means of efcape^at 
length confented to a conference. Nemours alked them what was the . object of 
their taking arms, and whether they wiflied to rob the French of the glory they 

had ever enjoyed, of being more faithful to their fovereign than any other peo- 
ple upon earth? 

Caftelnau; replied, that fo far from renouncing that glory, they Were labouring^ 

m imitation. of their anceftors, to deferve it 9 that informed of the, danger tQ 

V \ m • - • ' * » * - • * * - r 
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which the king was expofed, they were going to prefent a petition to him, and 

to expofe the perfidious machinations of two foreigners, who had already ufurpect 
his authority, and who carried their pretenfions ftill farther. — c< Ought fubjefts, 5 * 
{aid Nemours, " to prefent a petition to their fovereign fword in hand ?" Thefe 
€£ fwords," returned Caftelnau, cc were only deftined to open us a paiTage to 
the throne ; our petition would have been prefented on our - knees, in the 
" pofture of Application.' ' " If that be all you defire," returned Nemours, 
" you may fpeedily be fatisfied; give up your arms to me, and I pledge myfelf 
cc to conduft you, in fafety, to the foot of the throne, where you fhall have full 
* c liberty to prefer your complaints." The duke's propofai being accepted, the 
foldiers delivered up their arms, and were conducted to Amboife, where they 
were all thrown into prifon. The other captains employed by the duke of Guife, 

were equally fuccefsful with Nemours; laying concealed in ravines and among 
the bulhes, in places by which the confpirators were to pafs, they carried tbsm 
off with little refiftance, and conducted them, in bands, to the town of r Ambbife. 
The moft diftinguilhed were put in prifon ; but the fubalterns and privates were 
proceeded againit in a furnrnary manner, and hanged, .either on the parapets, or 
,elfe on long poles, fixed in the walls of the caftle. 

After a blow thus decifive, it was prefumed that the confpirators would fpeedily 
return, provided a pafiage was left open for them. The chancellor Olivier, al- 
ready deeply afflifted at the fight of fo many executions, and perceiving that the 
town was ftill crowded with a multitude or unfortunate men, whofe only crime 
was the too eafy. belief they had paid to fome of their minifters, who had really 
perfuaded them that it was only intended to prefent a fupplicatory addrefs to the 
king, remonftrated with great energy on the injuftice of treating them as criminals., 
and on the danger of reducing them to a ftate of defperation. He (Jefired that 
the king would grant frefh letters of remiffion to all who fliould return peaceably 
to their homes, and even promiled to lend a favourable ear to their complaints 
and remonftrances. But the king, notwithftanding his devotion to <their will, ap- 
peared reftlefs and unhappy. In a tranfport of grief, he had one day flied tears, 
and exclaimed, with acrimony, in -prefence of the cardinal ; " What injury have 
* c I done to my people, that they jlmdd feek my life ? I am willing to hear their com- 
c< plaints, and to render them jufiice : I no longer knezv what to think) but lam told 
" that you. are the only objett of their ref eminent ^ I wifh you were abfent for a 
time, that I ?night know whether 'tis againji you^ or againji me, .that their rage is 



!* direffed. 



9> 



Young Ferriere-Maligni, knowing that La Eigne was a prrfoner, ^and not doubt- 
ing, but. that he would reveal the whole myftery, chofe the beft horfe in the prince 
of Conde's liable, and with the affiftance-of Defvaux,. the princess equerry, who 

accompanied him for four or five leagues, left Amboife and took the ro^d'.co Ly- 
$ns. La, Eigne, in fatt, thinking himfelf reieafedfrcmi his oath, by the death of 

'the perfon at . whofe r equeft he had taken it, . decyphered all the pianufcripts 
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had been found in his poffeffion, declared that the prince of Conde was the fe- 
. cret leader of the confpiracy, and that La Renaudie was only his lieutenant. He 
neither concealed the projeft for feizing or maflacreing the Guifes, nor any of the 
xneafures which had been adopted for the execution of that defign. He even ad- 
ded- — either becaufe fuch was the fatty or becaufe he wifhed to pleafe thofe on 

whom his life depended, and who were deeply interefted in not appearing to have 
been the real objefts of the confpiracy. 

Although this depofition, of a man perfectly well-informed of the whole bufi- 
nefs, precife in all its circumftances, and exactly conformable to all thofe which 
had been before taken, was deemed of great weight, yet it did not appear fuffi- 
cient tojuftify the profecution of a prince of the blood. The king fent an order 
the next morning to the prince to attend his levee, accompanied by a prohibition 

. to leave Amboife : at the fame time the grand-provofl arretted Defvaux, the 
prince's equerry, who, being interrogated on the fubjett of Maligni's efcape, re- 
plied that, as that gentleman had the honour to live on terms of friend fhip with 
his .mafter, who even acknowledged him for his relation, he had not thought it 
neceflfary to apply for permtflion to let him have a horfe, and to accompany him as 
far on the road as he wifhed. 

The prince, in obedience to the order he had received, attended the king's le- 
vee, when Francis told him, with an air of feverity, that feveral of the confpira- 
tors had made oath that he was their leader ; and fhould that prove to be the cafe 
he would teach him how dangerous it was to attack a king of France. The prince, 
without betraying any fymptoms of fear or furprife, replied, that he had already 
learned from public report what his majefty had juft revealed to him ; that he only 
requefted he would affemble that very day the members of his council, fuch. of 

the princes of the blood, and of the knights of the order of Saint Michael, as 
were then at court, and all the foreign minifters and ambalfadors, lince finding 
himfelf publicly defamed by the malice of his enemies, he wifhed his juftification 

to be equally public. While the prince was at the levee, the grand-provoft went, 
by the king's orders, to fearch his houfe, where it was faid a vaft quantity of arms 
were concealed, and to examine his papers. No arms, however, were found, 

and the provoft declared, that the papers contained nothing that could fubftantiate 
the accufation. The refidence and papers of the king of Navarre's fecretary 
were likewife fearched and examined, by command of the cardinal of Lorraine, 
but with no better effeft* 

The prince of Conde went to the caftle a few minutes before the council had at 
fembled, and paid a vifit to the queen-mother, with whom he found the cardinal 
of Lorraine : Catharine, deeply affe&ed at the light of the prince, told him that 
flie did not believe a fy liable of what flie had heard to his prejudice. 

As foon as the council was aflembled, the prince entered the apartment, and in 
a manly fpeech juftified himfelf from the accufations that had been preferrd againft 
him by men of fufpicious chara&ers, ftimulated, no doubt, by the fuggeftions of 

Ms fecret enemies, ox intimidated by the threats of torture ; if, he faid, there 
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were one man in the whole world who would accufe him, not by indirect means,, 
but in an open manner, of having fhaken the fidelity of the people, of having 
urged towns to revolt, or of having either faid or done any thing which could tend 
to excite afedition, he would throw off his quality of prince of the blood to fight 
him on equal terms, till he fhould extort from him a confeflion that he was a lyar 
andr a coward. , The duke, of, Guife, to.whom this challenge feemed to be direft- 
ed, although he had vehemently oppofed the prefent proceeding, the event of 
which he forefaw, artfully obferved, that the king ought not. to fuller the reputation 
of a prince^ fo nearly related to the throne, to be affe&ed, in the fmalleft degree, 
by the interefted accufations of a few miferable wretches, who fought to ; diminiflr 
their own crime by transferring the principal guilt to perfons of high diftin£Uon» 
• The baron de Caftelnau-Chalolfe, the moft diftinguifhed perfonage of the whole 
m party, r. as i well by his birth as his. perfonal merit, was the laft whofe fate remained- 
to be decided : Being called upon to anfwer the queftions that were put to him, 
and threatened with the rack, he appeared confufed, and, for an inftant, remain- 
ed filent ; upon which the duke of Guife told him that he feemed to be frighten- 
ed. " I do not deny it," replied Caftelnau, " for what man, who was not totally 
deprived of fenfation, could fay that he was exempt, from fear, when furrendered 
to the difcretion of enemies implacable in their hatred, and thirfting for his blood I 
But give me my arms again, and then dare to repeat the fame expreffion ; or fup- . 
pofe yourfelf in my place, and then candidly tell me whether you would not trem- 
ble in every limb ? The fear, however, with which you reproach me, will not, I 
hope, deprive me of the judgment and prefehce of mind necelTary to enfure my 
juftification." ' 

Being known to haye paffed the greater part of his life at court or in the field, 

they could not imagine that he was in the leaft qualified for theological difputations. 
But here they were again difappointed, for in the queftions which were put to him 
in regard to. his religion, his anfwers were fo oppofite, and his replies fo pointed, 

that his adverfaries were completely foiled. The chancellor aflonifhed, could not 
forbear the exclamation, that it was eafy .to perceive the baron had well ftudiecl 
hisleflbn. " Yes, Sir," replied Caftelnau, " I have ftudied it well"; you would 
be authorifed to defpife me, and I fhould think myfelf truly defpicable, if I had 
embarked in a caufe, in the event, of which the falvation of my foul and the hap- 
pinefs of my country were interefted, without previoufly Satisfying all my fcru- 
ples."— But how happens it," faid Olivier, " that you have thus fuddenly be- 
come fuch an experienced . theologift ; for at the time that you frequented the 
court, you did ; not pay much attention to thofe controverfiea " That's true/*' 
Returned the baron, " but does it become you to put iuch a queftion to me ?• Re* 
colleft the vifit 1 paid you at your eftate at Leuville ; you then afked merhow I had; 
pafled my time in prifon; and when I anfwered, in ftudying the fcriptures in brder' 
tounderftand the merits of thofe difputes which made fo much noife^ you expreff- 
ed your approbation of my labours, and difpelled the few doubts that ftill remain- 
ed on my mind ; . if my memory do not fail m*,, we. then perfectly agreed in oufc 
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fentiments : how happens it that In lb fhort a fpace of time, one of us has fo far 

changed his opinion,, that we no longer underftand each other ? but you was then 
in difgrace, and really fpoke what you thought : wretched flave to courtly favour, 
how dare you, merely to pleafe a man by whom you are, probably, defpifed, thus 
betray God and your confcience 

, As Olivier betrayed the raoft unequivocal marks of confufion at -this reproof, 
the cardinal of Lorraine, came to his afliftance, anxious to confound a man who 
appeared fo firmly fixed in his principles; but, contrary to his expectation, he 
fuffered an acknowledgment to be extorted from him, which Caftelnau called on 
the duke of Guife to witnefs. The duke replied, that it was not confiftent with 
his prof eflion to enter into difputes of that nature, and that he gloried in his igno-' 
ranee on religious concerns. " I am forry for that/* returned Caftelnau- — " for 
I have fo good an opinion of you, that I durftfwear that were you as well informs 
<ed as your brother in thefc matters, you would make a better ufe of your know- : 

ledge." ; : : r * : 

. T he prefence of mind, the determined courage and 'unfhaken firmnefs which ' 

Caftelnau difplayed during his trial, had fixed' the eyes of the whole court upon 
Irim ; and great as was the danger of appearing his friend at fuch a conjun&ure, 
three noblemen of the firft rank, the duke of Longueville, the admiral Coligni, 
and the duke of Aumale himfelf, who, though a ftrong-'Cathofic, bore not that 
hatred to the Hugonots which his brothers did, ventured to intercede in his 
favour; and Catharine of Medicis joined in the fame' petition ; but the young 

monarch, tutored no. doubt by the Guifes, difplayed a. pertinacity unnatural at 
his age, and, remaining inflexible to their intreaties, confirmed the fentence.' 
When that fentence was read to Caftelnau, by which he was declared guilty 

of leze-majejly^ he exclaimed— " I call my judges to witnefs that the declaration 
* c is falfe; unlefs to have oppofed the tyranny of the Guifes to the utmoft of iny 
<c power, be deemed an a& of leze-majejly ; but, in that cafe, they fhould have 
begun, by declaring them kings." He fuffered decapitation, and met his fate 
with coolnefs and intrepidity : Raunai and Mazeres experienced a fimilar puniflv- 
ment : Briquemaut de Villemongis, another of the confpirators, when brought 
to the fcaffold, dipped his hands in the blood of his afibciates, and railing his 
eyes towards heaven, exclaimed — Heavenly Father , behold the blood of thy children, 
which thou wilt revenge* 

. The prince of Conde, hurried away towards the place of execution by fome 
pretended friends, who had undertaken to watch his words and motions, was not 
fufficient mafter of himfelf to conceal his: emotions ; being reproached with this, 
he replied, " I freely confefs, that I feel for the fate of thofe brave officers who 
have done fueh fignal fervice to the ftate under the two laft reigns : I will even ac- 
knowledge that I am at a lofs to conceive why none ' of the minifters fhould have 
represented -to the king the prejudice which the ftate would fuftain by fuch a lofs :• 
for if it fhould be attacked by any. foreign power, they will probably repent (the 
having deprived him. of its fteft defenders/* Thefe expreflions were carefully ire- 
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-peated to the cardinal of Lorraine, who never forgot them : but the grief of the 
chancellor, who had been compelled, by his ftation, to become an inurnment of 
vengeance to the Guifes, was exceflive : inconfolable, at having negletted to op- 
pofe, with fufficient vigour, the violent adminiftration of the cardinal of Lor- 
raine, he felt more deeply the reproaches of his own confcience, than thdfe of the 
unfortunate vittims whom he had configned to execution: the acutenefs of his 
feelings brought on a deep melancholy, attended with the lofs of fleep, and fol- 
lowed by a burning fever, which, in a few days, reduced him to the brink of 
the grave. The cardinal, apprifed of his fituation, went to pay him a lad vifit, 
but Olivier, • tired of conftraint, turned his back on the minifter, and in a few 
moments breathed his laft. 

The removal of the court to Tours, gave an opportunity to the prince of Condc 
to leave Amboife, and, notwithftanding the infidious attempts of the cardinal 
of Lorraine again to allure him to court, and his fecret orders to arreft him. 
on the road, he eftefted his efcape into Gafcony. The kingdom, meanwhile, 
was thrown into a ftate of anarchy and confufion : the Hugonots, in different 
places, feized on the churches and convents, and in contempt of the prohibitory 
edifts, publickly celebrated divine fervice : at Nimes they drove the priefls from 
the church of Saint-Stephen, during the celebration of mafs, broke the images, 
and trod the confecrated wafer under foot, 1 
♦ The enmity entertained by the Hugonots againfl: the Guifes feemed daily to ac- 
quire frefii ftrength : fatires and libels were diftributed in great abundance, and 
one, in particular againfl: the cardinal of Lorraine, attracted the public attention; 
it was entitled the Tiger, and contained a lift of thea&s of cruelty and perfidy 
perpetrated by that prelate, together with a fcandalous account of his amours 
with a lady of diftinftion, his near relation, who, according to Brantome, had 
nearly died of grief in confequence of this publication. 

The intelligence which the Guifes continued to receive from the different pro- 
vinces, where the minds of the people feemed ripe for revolt, and the adverfe ftate 
of affairs in Scotland, induced them to renounce all the proje&s they had formed 
upon that kingdom, and to recall, with all poffible expedition, the troops they 
had fent thither, whole prefence in France had now become neceifary to their 
own defence. 

By the treaty of peace concluded with Elizabeth, it was ftipulated, that the 
king and queen of France and Scotland fhould henceforth abftain from bearing 
the arms of England, or affuming the title of that kingdom : that all titles and 
public a&s hi which that title had been employed, ftiould either be altered or ab- 
rogated ; that the farther reparation demanded by Elizabeth for -the injury fhe 
had fuftained in that particular fhould be referred to the decifion of commillioners, 
to be appointed at a future period ; and, ; laftly, that the king and queen fhould 
perform -the promifes they had made to their fubjetts in Scotland. 

Meantime the Guifes, relblved to engage the king and the queen-mother la 
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convoke, at Fontainebleau, not the ftates-general, nor even an aflembly of nota- 
bles, but an. extraordinary council, which the princes of the blood, the great 
.officers of the crown, the ftate counfellors, knights of the order of St.MichaeI y 
.andmafters of requefts, fhould be fummoned to attend, in order that thofe. per- 
rons who were moft interefted in the welfare of the ftate would concur; if poffible* 
in the adoption of fome efficacious means for the reftoration of public tranquillity, 
and in the determination to enforce the- execution of fuch meafures as they fhould 
deem necefTary for that purpofe. 

The king of Navarre and the prince of Conde, convinced that this meafure 
was only adopted for the purpofe of bringing them to court and fecuririg their 
perfons, wifhed to have the advice of the conftable; they accordingly fent a 
meffenger to him to fay, that as all their captains were engaged in an expedition 
againft Lyons, which they had every reafon to expeft would prove fuccefsful, they 

thought it would be dangerous to accept the king's invitation. The conftable 
exhorted them to defift from their proje&ed attempt upon Lyons, advifed then* 
lather to direct their efforts againft the towns of Limoges and Poitiers, which 
would ferve to cover the provinces in their pofleffion, and might be defended with 
greater eafe and convenience ; but, he obferved, that they fhould not have re- 
courfe to this violent proceeding until ail other means had failed : he conjured 
them to attend the affembly, and to fend word to their partifans to meet them 
on the road ; at all events, he faid, they would find their friends at Fontainbleau 
fo well attended that nobody would dare to moleft them. This advice, however^* 
was rejefted by the king of Navarre, from the convi&ion that, if the Guifes in- 
tended to fecure their perfons, they would take care to prevent them from reach** 
ing Fontainebleau, the two princes, therefore, fent a courier with letters to the 
king and queen-mother, to excufe, on account of the fhortnefs of the notice, and 
the length of the journey, their attendance at the council. 

The council, however, met on the appointed day, when the debates were warm 
and animated: the admiral Coligni, prefented a petition from the Hugonots of 
Normandy, profefling their attachment to the king, and demanding a toleration, 
of their religion ; this petition, defended with zeal and ability by Coligni, was 
oppofed with violence by the cardinal of Lorraine, who, in the courfe of his 
fpeech, obferved that the king could not comply with the requeft of the Hugo- 
nots, without rifking the falvation of his foul, and incurring the guilt of perjury: 
the final refult of this meeting was the diftribution of two circular letters ; the 
- firft was addreffed to the fenefchals and bailiffs, who were ordered by the king 
to affenjble without delay 'the provincial affemblies, for the purpofe of electing 
deputies to the ftates-geiieral, which were appointed to meet at Meaux, on the* 
tenth of December; the fecond, to the biftiops, enjoyning immediate refidence 5 
and commanding them to meet at Paris on the twentieth of Januarys to hold a, 
national council, unlefs the pope fhould, in the interval, be induced tQ convoke* 

£ag? eeably to the pron$e. he had made the. kingi} & general* council* 
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diflioheft 



get the prince of Conde into their power; and in this attempt they were feconded 
b.y Catharine of Medicis, who exerted all thofe arts of hypocrify in which flie 
was fo eminently verfed*. At length they fucceeded in extorting^ from the king 
of Navarre and the prince of Conde a promife to repair to court, attended only 
by their ufual retinue.; and as the violent meafures they meant to purfue would 
naturally, excite great difcontent among the nobility, they fought to feeure their 
friendfhip, by the diftribution of honours and rewards : the government of Tou- 
r&ine, Anjpu, the Blaifois and Vendomois, was conferred on the duke of Mont- 
penfier ; and that. 9f the Orleanois, the Chartrain and Berry, on the prince of. 
la Roche-fur-Yon: ^eighteen new knights of the order of Saint-Michael were 
created at the fame time, and for the fame purpofe ; and from this Era may be 
dated the decline of that illuftrious order, which had fubfifted, with great glory, 
for a .whole century. 



O&ober* the kins;, with an army of 



i&h 



paired to Orleans 



Mean 



kinor of Navarre and 



and Francis iffued orders to the Catholic gentlemen who refided in the provinces 
through which they were to pafs, to levy troops, difperfe all aflemblies, political 
qf religious,, and kill, without mercy or difcrimination, all who fhould attend 
them. . * 



Notwithftanding 



tb 

band 



of Conde, who 



favour 



meafures for brineine the prince to triaL A commiffion 



Chriftopher de Thou, prefident of the parliament of Paris ; of James "Viole and 
Bartholomew Faye, judges of the fame court ; Bouidin, attorney- general : and' 
the fecretaty du Tillet, was' appointed to interrogate him in prifon ; but the 
prince protefted agaiflft the competency of the fubferviant tribunal, and ap- 
pealed to the king in parliament. The appeal, however, was rejected by Francis 5. 
and the fhancellor, with fome members of the council, and all rile knights of 
Saint- Michael and mafters of requefts who were then at Orleans, being added* 
to the commiffion, the trial was purfued and the prince, being found guilty of 
leze-majefty, was fentenced to lofe his head. The count of Sancerre, one of his 
judges, peremptorily refufed to fign the fentence, and, when preffed to it by the 
king, replied, that any other command from his majefty (hould meet with inftanc 
compliance from him, but that he would rather lofe his own head, than tranfmit 
to his children the fhame of reading their father's name annexed to a fentence of: 
death pronounced againft a prince, whofe defcendants might polfibly become 
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their fovereigns. But the refufal of this honourable old man made no impreflion 
on the king, who confirmed the fentence, and appointed the tenth of Decerns 
ber, the day on which the ftates general were to meet, for the' execution of 

the prince. 

On the nineteenth of November* Francis, as he was attending vefpers at the 

Jacobins*, fainted in the church, whence he was conveyed fenfelefs and motion- 

lefs to his apartment ; on the recovery of his fenfes, he complained of a violent 
pain in his ear* which was fpeedily followed >by a burning fever, attended with 
fymptoms of the mo ft alarming nature. The Guifes, thrown into the utmoft: 
confirmation by this unexpected event, aflembled their friends, fome of whom 

were of opinion that they fliould extort from the king an order for the immedi- 
ate execution of the prince of Conde, and the imprifonment of the king of 
Navarre, as the beft means of fecuring a preponderance to their own party,. but 
this advice was overruled by the cardinal of Tournon, not on the plea of juf* 

tice or humanity, but from confiderations of policy. 

The king of Navarre, meanwhile, embraced the opportunity to court a re- 
conciliation with the queen-mother, who, at the inftigation of the duchefs of 
Montpender and the chancellor, concluded an accomodation with that prince, 
and confented to receive him and his brother into favour, on condition that he- 
(hould renounce all pretenfions to the regency in the event of the king's deniife,- 
and fubmit .to a reconciliation with the Guifes, who Ihe afifured him, had been 4 
nowife mftrumental to the imprifonment of his brother; falfe as this a(Turance : 
inconteftibly was, fhe promifed Anthony that he fliould hear it confirmed by the 
king himfelf. .He was accordingly conducted to the royal apartment, where the' 
feeble Francis, docile to. the laft, declared, in the prefence of feveral witneffes, 
that he, had' caufed the prince of Conde to be imprifoned of his own/accord, 
and contrary .to the advice of his uncles, the duke of Guile and the cardinal of 

Lorraine*. ; 

..The king's diforder proved to be an abcefs in the head, which, burfting,put an*' 
end to his exiftence on the fifth of December, in. the eighteenth year of his age' 

and the fecond of his reign. His body was privately conveyed to the royal- 
vault : at S'aint-Denis, attended only . by Lanfac and La BrolTe, who &ad- been \ 

ihis ;goyernoKs. . ; 



Gamier, torn* xxviii..p. 
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A. D. 1560, 15*61.] UN the death of Francis the crown devolved on his 
next brother Charles, then only in the eleventh year of his age, who accordingly- 
received the oaths of the magiftrates and great officers of the court, whom he 
confirmed in the poffelfion of their places and privileges. - The early age of the 
infant monarch incapacitating him from holding the reins of government, his 
mother, Catharine of Medicis, at firft, affumed the authority, though not the 
title, of Regent, but after a Ihort time fiie was compelled to relinquilh a con- 
fiderable portion of her power to to the king of Navarre, who was created lieu- 
tenant-general of the kingdom. 

The ftates-general, fummoned by Francis to aflemble at Orleans on the thir- 
teenth of December, were fuftered, in confequence of a decifion that the king ne* 

<ver died, to meet on the appointed day*. 

In the prefent temper of the kingdom it could not be fuppofed that an aflembly 
fo numerous, compofed of members of different fe&s, would aft with concord, 
uniformity, and effect : the gratification of private refentment, rofe fuperior to 
concern for the public welfare ; and party contentions, with all their bafe conco- 
mitants of hafty accufations and petulent inve&ive, were permitted to difgrace 
the proceedings of a convention aifembled for the nobleft purpofe — to refcue the 
nation from diftrefs, by giving ftrength and (lability to the laws, and happinefs and 
relief to the people. The Hugonots complained of the injuries they had fuftauK 
ed, the perfections they had experienced, and the hardfhips to which they were 
expofed; /demanded a repeal of all the penal laws pafled m the preceding reigns, 
and claimed a free and perfeft toleration of their religion. The clergy of the ef- 
Sablilhed church were not lefs loud in their complaints, nor lefs urgent in their 
•applications for: redrefs j they accufed the fe&aries c$f mifreprefenting their con- 

* 
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du£t, of defaming their chara&ers, and of fowing diffentions between the paftors 
and their flocks : they reproached them with exerting their fuperiority, in thofe 
places where they were ftrongeft,. to compel the Catholics to attend their meetings, 

to beat and mutilate the priefts, to take forcible poffeffion of the churches, to 
overturn the altars, to profane the facred vafes, and to infpire fuch terror into the 
regular clergy, that they did not dare to appear in public with any of the external 
marks of their profeffion. To redrefs thefe grievances, It was required, that ail 
the penal laws againft heretics fliould be rigidly enforced : that a religions tefl 
jhould be impofed, as an indifpenfable qualification for holding any office judicial, 
municipal, or political : and that the introdu&ion of the money and inhabitants 
of Geneva into the kingdom fliould be flri&ly prohibited. 

During the interval between the diffolution of the ftates and the meeting of the 
new convention, the kingdom was alike agitated by religious difputes and politi- 
cal intrigues. The queen-mother, anxious to fecure the attachment of the Hugo- 
nots, caufed letters-patent to be iffued, by which the king forbade all his fubje&s, 

under the fevereft penalties, to infult each other on account of religion, and or- 
dered all thofe "to-be releafed from prifori whofe only crime was that : of having at- 
tended the conventicles, or complied with the other forms of the new religion, 
exacting only from fuch perfons a promife to live Catholiquement in future ; and in 
-cafe'they fliould refufe to make that promife, they were (till to be releafed, but on 
condition that they fhould leave the kingdom within a given time : the parliament 
was enjoined tore-publifh the edid of Romorentin, without any reftri&ions what- 
ever. 

The Hugonots, meanwhile, held afynod at Poitiers, where they decided, that 
as the king was a minor, the ftates could take no meafures for paying his debts* 
nor coiitra&ing any valid engagements whatever with him, until a council, chofen 
by the ftates lawfully aflembled, fliould have been appointed to affift him with 
their advice : that thofe who now called themfelves members of the council, had 
110 right to affume that dignity, fihce their commiflion had expired with the mo- 
narch from whom they received it, and could not .be renewed either by the new 
king, who was a minor, or by the queen-mother, to whom the law gave no fuch 
authority : that the chancellor himfelf fhould be warned to abftain from the exer- 
cife of his fun&ions, as he did not hold his office either with the approbation of 
the ftates, or the confent of the princes of the blood : that, if government fliould 
;refufe to comply with thefe demands, the deputies fhould abftain from all difcuflidn 
whatever, and prefer an appeal to the future ftates-general, lawfully aflembled. 

This decifion gave frefh vigour and energy to the intrigues of the court, where 
the partisans of either religion endeavoured to acquire a fuperiority ; the arrival of 
.the prince of Conde, at this critical period, feemed to turn the fcale in favour of . 
the Hugonots ; that nobleman had refufed to leave the place of his confinement 
until the Guifes were removed from court, but the cardinal of Lorraine having 
voluntarily retired to his diocefe of Rheims, and the duke of Guife confenting to. 

*«i^e&litt'4i&ppTobadon'ef the violent proceedings againft the prince, and hia- 
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belief of his innocence, Conde repaired Fontainebleau, where he was publicly 
juftified from the charges which had been preferred againft him, by a decree of 



the council ; and 
functioning that decree 



parliament of. Paris, 



The conjuncture appeared favourable for the promulgation of an edift that had 
beenfome time projected by the council; in which the king forbade all his fub- 
jefts, under pain of death, without any hope of pardon, to infult each other by 
ufing the injurious appellations of Papifts and Hugonots :' or to violate the fafety 
which every individual ought to enjoy in his own hovfe, under pretence that un-* 
lawful afleniblies were holden there ; it ordained, that all prifoners confined on ac* 
count of religion fhould be releafed ; and that all exiles and fugitives fhouid be 
permitted to return to France, where no one fhouid be fuffered to moleft them,, 
either in their perfons or property, fo long as they lived Catholiquement, and with- 
out giving offence ; and if they violated thefe conditions, they ihould then be al- 
lowed to fell their effects, and retire wherefoever they pleafed. The chancellor, 
knowing the difpofition of the parliament of Paris, forefaw that they would op- 
pofe the regiftering of the edi£t ; and in order to obviate this difficulty, he addreff- 
ed it immediately to the magiftrates of the inferior courts, who, by the edidt of 
Romorentin, were appointed judges in dernier refort in all fimilar cafes. The 
parliament were greatly incenfed at this conduct, and, after protefling againft fuch 
an irregular mode of proceeding, attacked, with greater violence than juftice, the. 
edi£t itfelf, and maintained 'the propriety of afting with vigour againft the Hugo*- 
nots, and of promoting their extirpation by encouraging informers! • 
. In the midft of thefe diforders Charles repaired to Rheims, where the ceremony 
of his coronation was performed, on the fifteenth of May, by the cardinal of 
Lorraine| ; who, availing himfelf of the opportunity when the king had juft 
fworn, on the altar, to maintain the Catholic religion, and preferve the privileges 
of the clergy, reprefented to the queen- mother, in energetic terms, the ftate of 
oppreffionto which the church was reduced, and the necelfity of immediately ex* 
tricating her from a fituation which foreboded her fpeedy ruin. At an extraordi- 
nary council holden at Rheims, on this fubjeft, it was unanimoully agreed that the 
beft mode of providing a. remedy , for the evil complained of, would be to appoint 
an affembly of the prelates, to correct all the abufes which had crept into the 
Gallican church ; and to admit, into fuch affembly, the moft celebrated divines 
of the new fe£t, who fhouid be at full liberty to defend their doctrine againft the* 
attacks of the Catholic theologians, in prefence of the king himfelf. 

But as it would be fome time before this meafure could be accomplifhed, it\yas^ 
deemed prudent to pafs an. edift that might, in the interval, keep the feftaries: 
within bounds. One was accordingly iffued— diftinguifhed in hiftory, by the ap- 
pellation o£ The July Edifl— -by which . all affemblies, public or private, at which; 

# Memoires cle Conde— LaPlanche— La Popliniere— Du Thou. 
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fermons were preached, and the facrament was admxniflered, in a manner contra- 
ry to the rites of the Romifh church, were prohibited, under pain of confifcation 
of property, to all who fhould attend them. This edict, fo different from the laft, 
far from being adapted to the prevention of diforders, was calculated to promote 

them*. 

On the twentieth of July, the prelates, in obedience to the fummons they had 
received, afiembled at Poifly, and foon after ten proteftant minifters arrived at St. 
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tyr and Theodore de Beze or Beza. The firft had been a regular canon in the 
Romifh church, then a profeffor at Strafburgh, where he married a nun ; under 
the reign of Edward the Sixth, he was invited to England, whence he was banifh* 
ed on the acceffion of Mary ; after which he returned to Germany, and was, at 
this time, firft paftor of the church of Zurich. Beze was by birth a French- 
man, of a noble family in Burgundy; being defigned for the church, his parents 
had procured for him, at a very early age, two valuable livings!* At the age of 
thirty-two, fatiated with voluptuous gratifications, and roufed by a dangeous fit of 
ficknefs, he afpired to a different kind of celebrity, and openly efpoufed the doc- 
trines of the reformed, which he had fecretly imbibed at an early period of his life. 

While the clergy were affembled at Poiffy, the two other orders of the ftate had 
met at Pontoife, and, after various debates, on the fubjed of the revenue, it was 
at lenght fettled, that the clergy fhould pay fixteen hundred thoufand livers a 
year, till fuch time as the redemption of the king's domains, which were pledged 
for fifteen millions, fhould be completed. The admiral and d'Andelot experien- 
ced much greater difficulty in purfuading the nobility and the commons to con- 
fent to an adequate contribution : at laft, however, by reprefenting how important 
it was to all who were interefted in the progrefs of the reformation not to alienate, 
by a refufal, the mind of the queen, who, anxious to favour them, had promifed 
to abrogate the July Edid^ to grant the free exercife of the new religion through- 
out the whole of the kingdom, and fpeedily to make the neceffary arangements 
for bringing up the king, and her other children in that purfuation, they brought 
them to confent to the eftablifhment of a new duty upon liquors, for fix years, 
the annual produce whereof was eftimated at twelve hundred thoufand livers. 

Thus, in order to accomplilh her defigns, Catharine made no fcruple to- con- 
tract two contradictory engagements in her fon's name, at the fame time ; fhe re- 
tained Beze and his companions near her perfon, and fuffered them to preach ' 
within the precincts of the palace of Saint-Germain, whither an immenfe con- 

& Beze — La Planche — La Laboureur. 
\ Befides his Latin Poems, Beze wrote feveral polemical works, mod of which have long fince 
been -cnnligned to oblivion. The only one of thefc, which has been much noticed in later times, is 
Jsis Treatiie, " DeHereticis a Magiftr'atu Puniendis," written on occount of the excution of Mi- 
chael Servet, a phyficiaw, who, '1111553, was condemned by the magiftrates of Geneva, at the miti- 
gation of Calvin, to be burnt, for having written a book againft the Trinity. The Calvinifts, who 
could bellow commendation on the founder of their feci;, for having procured the execution of a 
man, who differed fromhimfelf in one point of religion, could furely have no right to complain of 
the perfecutions they experienced from the Catholics on the fame accouut. 
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' courfe of people flocked to hear them. She appointed the prince cie fa Roche-fur- 
•Yon, who fecretly favoured the new do&rines, to the office of fuperintendant of 
the king's education ; and that nobleman encouraged Charles and his brothers to 
read books publifhed by the Hugonot's, and not only to be prefent at indecent far- 
ces, in which the ceremonies of the church of Rome were turned into ridicule, 
but to play parts in fuch exhibitions themfelves. 

As things could not poflibly remain in this violent fituation, it was determned, 
Sn the council, to begin by difarming indifcriminately all the citizens, in the prin- 
cipal towns, and then to convene a certain number of deputies from the dif- 
ferent parliaments, who, conjointly with the princes of the blood, the great 
officers of the crown, and other counsellors of flate, Ihould devife, for the 
prevention of infur regions, fome means alike applicable to ail the provinces* 
The prince of La Roche-fur- Yon was ordered to enforce the execution of the 
letters-patent, by which the Parifians were ordered either to carry their arms 
either to the Hotel de Ville, or to the arfenal ; and the only refinance to be ex- 
perienced was on the part of the Hugonots, who being objetts of averfion to 
the inhabitants, and greatly inferior to their adverferies in number, exprefled 
a rehittance to rely for • protection on the faith of the public. .But affured 
that their fafety would be effectually provided for by other means, they at length 
complied, and -their example was followed by the citizens of Lyons, and fome 
other places* ' 

The Guifes, averfe from thefe meafures, and having no means of preventing 
them, fince they were debarred all accefs to the king of Navarre, and fince the 
queen-mother was entirely devoted to their enemies, once more refolved to. re- 
tire from court: but their departure was attended with a circumftance which 
furnifhed their adverfaries with arms againft them, and left a ftrong impreffion 
■tin the mind of Catharine,* 

• The fermons of the Catholic clergy at Paris were, at this time, filled with 
inveftive againft government, and with other inflammatory remarks, that firongly 
tended to the fufcitation of difcord, the priefts inveighed, in particular, againft 
the patience of the citizens., in fuffering the municipal guard, which was paid 
by themfelves, to be employed in efcorting the Hugonots, whom they represent- 
ed as alike enemies to God and man.f The moft violent of thefe fanatics, a 
mofik, named John de Han, preacher of the church of Saint-Bartholemew, was 
feized in his convent during the night, by an order from the prince de la 
Roche-fur- Yon, but ^the citizens, having affembled in a tumultuous manner, 
liaftened to Saint-German, and compelled the king to releafe him* 
- A. D. 1562.] While the minds of the people were' in this ftate of fermen- 
tation, the deputies from the different parliaments affembled at Saint- Germain, 
when .tfie chancellor, in a long and able fpeech, remarkable for moderation of 
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fentiment, and admirably calculated for the purpofe of conciliation, explained 
the objeft of the convention : " You muft not forget, 5 ' — faid that magiltrate— - 
4C that you are not met to examine which of the two religions is beft, but to 
enfure the public tranquillity, by removing the ufual pretexts for tumults. Ought 
the exercifc; of the new religion to be tolerated agreeably to the requefts of 

the nobility and commons, at the ftates of Pontoife ? Or are we to regard, as 
a thing impofiible, that men of different perfuauons may live in peace with 

each other, and that a heretic can fulfil the duties of a citizen ? Thefe are the 

queftions on which you. are-- to. decide/' 

Afcer many debates, in the courfe of which no new arguments were employed, 
the queen-mother made a propofal, which was adopted by both parties : fhe 
declared that it was both her fon's intention and her own, to live and die in 
the profefiion of the eftablifhed faith, and not to fuller any attack- to be made 
on it: that the king,, therefore, meant that wherever the partifans of the new 
religion had feized upon the churches, they (Iiould reftore them to the Catholics, 
without being permitted to build any others for their own ufe; that in confidera- 
lion, however, 'of the ofiej they had conftantly made of fubmitting to the de- 
cifions of a general council, and. from a with to give them .time for- reflection, 
he would confent that they (hould affemblc unarmed, and in a peaceable manner, 
without rhe walls of the towns, in order to perform divine worfhip, under the 
immediate infpe&ion of a magiltrate : that this permiflion fnould only remain 

in force until the publication of the decrees of a general council, which fhould 

be confidered as laws for all his fubje&s. The Catholics, inferior in numbers 
at this aflembly, acceded to Catharine's propofal, in order to avoid a greater 
evil ; -and the reformed acquiefced, in order to acquire a civil exiftence, which, 
though retrained for the prefent, -they hoped foon to be able to extend. 

But notwithltanding this referve on the part of the Protectants, Catharine was 
aware that fhe had already advanced too far to retreat, and fhe accordingly pur- 
fuedwith warmth the publication and execution of the late edift. It was regifter- 
ed by the parliaments of Rouen, Bourdeaux, Touloufe and Grenoble, without. diffi- 
culty, becaufe in thofe provinces where the commotions were moft violent, and 
where the number of 'Hugonots almoft equalled that of the Catholics, an im- 
mediate remedy was deemed indifpenfable*. At Dijon, on the contrary, it; was 
unanimoufly reje&ed by the parliament, becaufe the reformed religion had made 
lefs progrefs in Burgundy ; and Tavannes, the governor, had taken upon him- 
felf to enforce the execution of the July-Edift. Catharine, however, perfifting 
in her determination, appointed commiffioners, whom fhe armed with all the 
plentitude of fovereign authority, to make all the refractory provinces comply* 
The refiftance was ftrongeft from the parliament of Paris, who made repeated 
ye;monftrances to the king, which, though founded on erroneous principles, con- 
taining maxims both falfe and pernicious, were not wholly deftitute of wife and 
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judicious obfervations. In one of thefe they remark that— the magiftr a tes, who 

are the reprefentatives of the prince in the difcharge of his mod dignified func- 
tions, ought to be of the fame religion with him, and there never exifted a 
government in which this maxim was not inviolably obferved. Even among the 
Turks, where Chriftians and Jews are tolerated, every public officer is a Maho- 
metan. But after a violent oppofition, the parliament was, at length, compelled 
to yield, and decreed— That, in conf deration of the urgent necejftty of the cafe, and 

in obedience to the kings will, the edid'Jhould be regtftered and publifoed, without ap-_ 
probation of the new religion** 

It was next agreed between Anthony and the duke of Alva, that the Spanifh 
ambaiTador fhould, in his matter's name, require the diimiffion of the Chatillons 
from the council, and that this demand {hould be fupported by the king of Na- 
varre, and all the Catholics. The queen- mother was foon apprifed of this refo-* 
lution by the bifhop of Limoges, the French ambaiTador at the court of Spain, 
and from the difpleafure fhe evinced on the occafion it was fuppofed that the admi- 
ral might eafily have perfuaded her to reject fuch a propofal with all the contempt 
it deferved, and to come to an open quarrel with the king of Navarre. He deem- 
ed it, however, more prudent to make a voluntary retreat ; and he according afked 
and obtained, not without much apparent difficulty, permiffion to pafs fome time 
at his own feat, under the ufual pretext of fettling fome family affairs. She ex- 
preffed her difpleafure in ftrong terms to the Spanifh ambalfador, obferving that 
fome one muft have prejudiced her fon-in-law againft her, or he never would have- 
ventured on a meafure fo contrary to a conduft he had been accuflomed to obferve • 
towards her. She added, that fhe had granted permiffion to the admiral Coligni r 
and to d'Andelot, at their particular requeft, to.abfent themfelves from the coun- 
cil, in order to attend to their own private affairs.. 

The duke of Guife, who had left the court towards the end of November, had 
recently accompanied his brother the cardinal to Saverne, where they had a- 
greed upon a conference with the duke of Wertemberg, who had promifed to- 
bring with him fome of his moft expert jheologians. The real object 'of 'this in- 
terview was to engage the dukearfd his colleagues, who were followers of Luther,.' 
to renounce all alliance with the French Hugonots, and thereby to difappoint the 
admiral and the queen-mother of the affiftance they expefted to receive from that 
quarter. 

As the duke of Guife pa (Ted through the fmall town of Vaffi, in Champagne, on 
his road to Paris, he flopped to attend the celebration of divine fervice : and being 
informed that a Proteftant-meeting had, in contradi&ion to the late edift, been 
eftablifhed in a barn, within the town, and. very near the parifh-church,. he fent- 
one of his officers, attended by two pages,, to defirethe minifier would come to- 
fpeak tohim. On the approach of the officers, the door of the meefing-houfe 4 
was fhut againft them, and, on their knocking with confiderable violence, fome. 

* Gamier, tow. xxix. p. 47/> 
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of the Hugonots, who were then affembled at their devotion?, went out to chaf- 
tife them for an interruption which they deemed unfeafonable and improper: a 
fufflle enfued, and the duke of Guife, being apprifed of it, haftened to the fpot f 
attended by his troops. He was immediately aflailed with a volley of ftones, whence 
he received a flight contufion on the arm, and De Brofle, one of his officers, was 
feverely wounded on the head ; the foldiers, enraged at the fight, immediately fired 
on the Hugonots, then entering the barn, put numbers of them to thefword, be- 
fore the duke of Guife could reprefs their violence ; Some authors affert that only 
thirty of the reformed were flain, and about double that number wounded* ; but 
others, with greater probability, maintain that the number of the killed and 
wounded amounted to two hundred and fixtyf. The minifter, wounded in feveral 
places, was conveyed to Saint-Dizier, where the duke preferred his complaint, and 
demanded ju (lice againft thofe who had commenced the attack. Having received 
information that the reformed were preparing to difpute his paflage, and that cap- 
tain Vaudrai-Saint-Phalle, "was laying wait for him at Vitri, with fix hundred 
men, he quitted the Paris road for that of Rheims, where he was not expe&ed. 

The news of the maflacreof V-afii, as it was called by the Hugonots,* was foon 
fpread over Europe, and the party endeavoured, by means of this event,' to ren- 
der the duke of Guife an objedt of general execration. 

. As a religious proceflion was to take place on Palm Sunday, at which it w r as 
expe&ed the duke of Guife would be prefent, fome gentlemen of diftin&ion 
among the reformed attended the confiftory, and offered to poniard him, provided 

the church would avow the enterprife ; but the minifters exprefifed their difap- . 
probation of fuch a mode of proceeding, obferving that a£ts. of violence were 
only authorifed in matters which concerned the public fafety, and when the courts 
of juftice were (hut againft them : that they had denounced the author of the 
maffacre at Vaffi to the queen, who had promifed that juftice fhould be done 
them ; and nothing, therefore, fhould be attempted, till that bufinefs was brought 

to a conclufion* 

The prince of Conde, finding his enemies fo greatly fuperior, refolyed to quit 
Paris; and he accordingly repaired to his feat 'near Meaux, where he was foon 
after joined by the admiral and his friends. The firft objeft of the Hugonots, 
ft er failing in their attempt upon Paris, fliould have" been to fecure the king's 
perfon, which would have given them a great advantage over their enemies, 
who, in that cafe, would have been reduced to the neceffity, either of afting 
fimply on the defenfive, or of committing the crime of rebellion, in attacking 

their fovereign. This attempt would have been attended with no difficulty, as 

the queen herfelf would have favoured its execution. But the Hugonots were 
averfe from the adoption of a fcheme that would have worn the appearance of 
violence j and thinking it better to provide a place of fafety to which the queen 
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and her fon might voluntarily retire, they fixed their eyes on the city of Or- 
leans, which d'Andelot, with his three hundred veterans, undertook to take by 
furprife. 

The prince of Conde, intent on the reduction of Orleans, marched from 
Meaux, the fame day on which the Catholic noblemen left Paris, and had oc- 
cafioned a great alarm in the metropolis. The fudden appearance of a numerous 
, body of cavalry, near the gate of Saint-Honore, made the citizens fear that the 
prince had been fecretly invited thither by the reformed, who had not yet dis- 
continued their affemblies ; and in this perfuafion they flew to arms, and pre- 
pared to fuftain a fiege. The prince's objeft, however, was only to fecure the 
bridge of Saint-Cloud, which commanded the road to Orleans; which city he 
did not reach till after d'Andelot had taken poITeflion of it. 

The conftable had no fooner entered Paris, than he feized and imprifoned 
Ruze, who was general agent to the reformed churches. The king, on his ar- 
rival in the capital, promifed the citizens to forbid all exercife of the new religion 
within their territory : the prohibition indeed was Superfluous, for all the Hugo- 
nots immediately left Paris, and retired to Orleans. 

That city now became a fecond capital in the kingdom, or rather the metropo- 
lis of an extenfive and well-organifed ftate, which was neither an oligarchy nor 
a democracy, although it partook of the nature of both thofe fpecies of go- 
vernments. The admiral was the founder of this ftate. The prince of Conde 
was unanimoufly chofen chief of the aflbciation, under the title of protester and 

defender of the crown : and the affociates all fwore obedience and fubmiflion to 
him, fo long as he fhouid continue to aft as their chief, and to follow the advice 
of the councils, three of which were formed; the firft, compofed of the principal 
nobility, had the conduft of all military enterprifes, negociations, and other affairs 
in which fecrecy and celerity were required: the fecond, confiding of minifters, 
e'ders, and officers of the fecond rank, was deftined to regulate the police and 
. ail matters fubjed to a long difcuffion : the third, was formed of all fuch as were 
excluded from the two firft, and its province was to deliberate on obje&s which 
concerned the whole community, fuch as the acceptance of a treaty of peace, or 
the approbation of a new regulation. 

All thefe regulations, however, muft have proved of little avail, unlefs fome 

means had been devifed for fupporting and encreafmg the army they had on foot. 
The private fortunes of the leaders were the more inadequate to this purpofe, as 
they were now deprived of all their penfions and falaries, and even their eftates 

were liable to be confifcated by an arret of the parliament. Four or five dif- 
ferent modes of rafing the neceflary funis fuggefted themfelves to the reformed : 
the firft was a general contribution of the churches, to which the prince of 
Conde had recourfe when he attempted to fecure the capital ; but their zeal had 
perceptibly diminilhed fince the publication of the laft edift, which granted them 
nearly all they defired: the church of Paris had, indeed, continued her fuppiies, 
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though with fuch a fparing hand, that the prince's firft military cheft contained 
only fixteen hundred crowns. He now difpatched couriers to the different 
provinces, and addreffed circular letters to the two thoufand five hundred churches 
in the name of which he ,a&ed, to apprife them of the change which had taken 
place in the fituation of affairs, and to requeft a fpeedy. fupply of men and 
money: the fecond mode was to feize on the produce of the taxes, whenever 
they lhould find themfelves fufficiently ftrong : the third, to pillage all the abbies 
and monafteries. - 

As there could be little doubt, however, that the government, in the em- 
barraffment to which it would fpeedily be reduced, would accept the offers 
repeatedly made by the pope and the king of Spain, and as it would be highly 
imprudent to defer taking precautions till reduced to the laft extremity, it was 
determined to fend agents to the different courts whence afliftance might be 
reafonably expe&ed, but with orders not to urge their felicitations until they 
lhould receive farther inftru&ions ; the prince, keeping only his wife and eldelt 
fon with him at- Orleans, had the precaution to fend his other children, with 
the lady of Roye, his mother-in-law, into Germany, to fecond the efforts of 
his negociators, and to ferve as hoftages for the repayment of any money that 
might be advanced him. 

The prince's affairs were, at this time, in a profperous fituation, for he had 
no fooner made himfelf mafter. of Orleans, than the inhabitants of Beaugenci, 
Blois, T ours, Angers, and Maus, immediately flew to arms, maffacred or ex- 
pelled the clergy and all the Catholics, who made any refiftance : and as there 
were many rich abbies and monafteries within the precindts of thefe towns, the 
. Hugonots found means not only to maintain the garrifons, but even to pour con- 
fiderable fums into the military cheft of the prince of Conde.* Some larger 
towns, fuch as Poitiers, Bourges, and Angouleme, followed the fame impulfe, 

and their defe&ion would have been fucceeded by that of all the fouthern pro- 
vinces, had not chance, rather than forefight, placed at the head of the civil 
and military adminiftration of Guienne, a man, in difpofition ardent, impetuous, 
violent and mercilefs ; but vigilant, a&ive, and ' indefatigable, a friend to order 
and fubordination, and fincerely attached to his king and country. 

This man was Blaife de Montluc, who had been bred up in the Piedmontefe 
wars, and, after paffing a confiderable time in the camp, was ranked among the 
molt valiant and able captains in the army. 

In Dauphine, where the revolution was almoft general, the reformed were 
headed by a man, who proved himfelf a worthy rival of Montluc. This was the 
baron des Adrets, who had alfo ferved in Piedmont, where he had been tagen pri- 
foner by the Spaniards : after his releafe he preferred a complaint againft the vi- 
. dame of Pecquigni, to whofe negligence or cowardice he afcribed his capture; 
but the authority of the Guifes being interpofed to deprive him of that redrefs 
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which he demanded, he enlifted with their enemies, and retired to his eftate in 
Dauphine, where Montbrun and Mouvans appointed him to the chief command 
of the Hugonots. He placed himfelf at the head of fome of the gentlemen of 
that country, who, with fome citizens of Valence, confpired agaimt La Motte 
Gondrin, the lieutenant of the province under the duke of Guife, and revenged 
their hatred of -his feverities by his death. While the queen* mother inclined to 
the Proteftant-party, oppofition to the power of their antagonifls was, in infian- 
cesof this kind, fecretly connived at by her. The authority of Des Adrets be- 
ing confirmed by the prince of Conde, and that officer having enlifted numbers of 
gentry and common people under his ftandard, he took the field with a confidera- 
blearmy. His very menaces terrified the city of Grenoble, which eje&ed its Ca- 
tholic partifans, and deftroyed the altars and images of the churches. All the 

•other towns of Dauphine, except Ambrun and Aranxjon, followed this example. 
His name, already terrible, became every day more dreadful by his aftions. Au- 
dacious in enterprife, and following clofe the terror of his firft victories, lie aflaul- 
ted and took the town and cattle of Pierreenlatte, ftormed Bourg, obliged the 
town of Pont St. Efprit to open its gates to him, and made himfelf mafter of Bou-- 
lenes. In almoft every one of thefe places, the garrifons were put to the fword 
without quarter, and many of the foldiers hanged on the walls, or thrown head- 
long from the top of the rocks. Avignon trembled at his approach, but he turn- 
ed back to Grenoble, which had made a treaty with Maugiron, the Catholic lieu- 
tenant of the province. Though it furrendered at difcretion he for once (hewed 
mercy. Abfolute as he was tremendous in his army, he lodged fix.thoufand troops* 
in the city andfuburbs, without any of the inhabitants having caufeto complain 
of their violence ; and boafled that he could turn them into lions, or fheep, at 
his pleafure. When Monbrizon was taken, and the caftle capitulated, he drench- 
ed the ftreets with blood, and precipitated,- or made fever al foldiers, along, with the 
governor, Moncelar, tofs themfelves from the fummit of the tower. His officers 
• remonftrated againft thefe cruelties, but'could not prevent them. One of the un- 
fortunate captives, whom he had ordered to jump from the top of a precipice, ran 
. twice to the brink and there flopped (hort — Des Adrets reproved him for his flow- 
.nefs, and afked him why he fhould take two runs when his companions had only 
taken one — " Brave as you are, baron,"' replied the foldier, " I'll give you ten 
runs to it." This unexpe&ed anfwer extorted afmile from the baron, and faved' 
' the man's life. The afliltance he gave to the proteftant commanders in Provence,, 
by the defeat of a confiderablebody of forces, under the count De Suz, at Vau- 
rias : the reduction of numbers of forts and caftles upon the Rhone, and a varie- 
. ty of other enterprifes, rendered the baron's military fervices as important as thole 
of Montluc, and his renown in arms more remarkable. Perceiving, however, 
that the prince of Conde, inflead of applauding him, had transferred to Soubife 
the chief command in Lyons, and that his reputation- with his party decline.d, he 

■ entered into a treaty with the duke of Nemours ; but, before the terms of ac- 
commodation Could be fettled,, he was furprifed and taken prifoner by Montbrun. 
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and Mouvans, and kept in cuftody till the termination of the iirft civil war, Ly- 
ons, in vain befieged by Nemours, remained in the power of the Proteftants £ 
and the count of Cruffol preferved their footing in Languedoc. 

In Champagne and Picardy the Catholic party prevailed, and at Sens, Amiens 
and Abbeville the proteftants were maffacreed without mercy, in return for the cru- 
elties they had exercifed in other parts, and for the plunder and profanation of 
the churches. In Normandy thefe violences were retaliated on the Catholic inha- 
bitrnts: at Rouen the Hugonots expelled the parliament, and profcribed the ef- 
tablifhed religion ; while the ports of Havre and Dieppe, having followed the ex- 
ample of the capital, were entrufted, by the admiral, to the care of experienced 
officers, in whofe zeal and fidelity he could confide. 

The Catholic chiefs having fecured Catharine in their intereft, fuffcred her to 
pafs the fummer, with her fon, atMonceaux, that the unfavourable impreffions ex- 
cited by the idea of their being kept in the ftate of captivity, might be effe&ually 
removed. The marefchal de J3riflac fuperceded the cardinal of Bourbon in the 
government of Paris, which he divided into different quarters, nearly equal in ex- 
tent, leaving the citizens the choice of their officers, and affigning to each quarter 
its particular departmnt and hours of fervice* By this judicious arrangement he 
juftifid the idea that had been formed of his military talents, though, at the fame 
time, he did affential injury to the ftate, by giving a too vigorous conftitution to a 
multitude, difficult to govern, and prone to revolt. It is certain, that after this 

eftablifhment, the Parifians, enabled to calculate their ftrength, became more tur- 
bulent anduntra&able than before; and that from this epoch may be dated the origin 
of that ofFervefcence which raged, with more or lefs energy, for nearly two centu- 
ries. Atthefirfl review of the city militia, the marefchal counted four-and- twen- 
ty thoufand men, completely armed, and molt of them fit to rank with regular 
troops. 

The Catholic army being aflembled, and fuperior in numbers to that of the con- 
federates, Catharine once more refolved to try the effeft of negociation, and for 
that purpofe requefted an interview with the prince of Conde, at the village of Thu- 
ri ; but when preffed to explain what frefti terms fhe had to propofe, ftie made a 
pofitive declaration, that the edi£t of January fhould never be re-eftablifhed in the 
kingdom, and that her fon was determined to allow the public exercife of no other 
religion than the Catholic. The conference was, of courfe, broken off. Another 
interview between the chiefs of the Hugonots, the queen-mother, and the king of 
Navarre, at the village of Talfi, was produ&ive of no better effeft ; a letter from 
the duke of Guife to the cardinal of Lorraine, which fell into the hands of the prince 
of Conde, fufficiently proved the treachery of the triumvirs, who only fought to 
feparate the affociates, in order to crufli them with greater facility. 

Oii the twenty-feventh of July, the parliament of Paris pronounced an arret, 
•which amounted to a general proscription of the Hugonots, by permitting all the 
Catholics in towns and villages to affemble in arms at the ringing of the bells, to 

purfue and deftroy them -: this arret was tranfmitted to the curates of parifhes to 
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be read every Sunday in the churches ; and its publication occafioned exertions of 
cruelty difgraceful to humanity. In Tourain, the peafants rufhed in the towns of 
Liquid on the Indre, Cormeri, Loches, and other villages, where they committed 
every fpecies of depredation ; and after tearing out the eyes of a Proteftant minifter, 
they burnt him at a flow fire. Thefe barbaraties, however, were frequently reta- 
liated. When, the priefts and monks of Saint Carlais, taking- advantage of the 

flender guard kept thereby the Hugonots, rang their bells, and cut them in pieces ; 

De Coignee afiaulted them on the retreat of their aflbciates, deftroyed moft of them, 

and hanged two of their ringleaders in the church, where the fignal had been gi- 
ven at the vefpers. % 

The Catholic confederates having atchieved the conquefh of feveral towns that, 
from the fouth-weft, communicated by the Loire with Orleans, determined to cut 
off its intercourfe with the Lyonnoife, and the provinces in a different quarter. The 
redu&ion of Bourges was their particular aim. Elevated with their fuccefsful pro- 
grefs, they were defirous, in fetting out on this attempt, to make the utmoft difplay 
of all their civil authority ; for which purpofe they prevailed with the queen-mo- 
ther to bring the young king to the camp. Before they left the Bois de Vencen- 
nes, Catharine acquainted the, prince of Conde, by a meffenger, that he ought now 
to take his final refolution for an accommodation, on the terms propofed, when the 
king was ready to fhew himfelf along with her in the Catholic army, when the fo- 
reign auxiliaries had entered the kingdom for his fervice, and the parliament of Pa* 
ris had declared the prince's party guilty of high treafon. The prince's reply was 
fpiriced and firm after recapitulating all the argments h^ had before urged, on 
the ambition of the triumvirs, and the perfecution of the Proteftants, he observ- 
ed, that it could not be forgotten by her, by whofe order and entreaties he had 
raifed his military forces, when the triumvirate were difpofed to (trip her of al[ 
authority, and the ambaffador of Spain joined them in this defign ; and that the 

whole world fhould foon know, by the publication of the letters under her hand, 
to which of the confederacies the name of rebels to the ftate could, with proprie- 
ty, be applied. Though in the parliament's judicial condemnation of his adhe- 
rents, by a graduation of arrets, the prince was always perfonaily excepted, under 
the feigned notion of his involuntary detention from the. court; it did not prevent 
him from treating the exception as an infult, and from protefting, in a formal 
writ, againft the legality of the whole judgment. 

But the proceedings of the parliament had confiderable effeft on many of the 
prince's adherents, who, fearful of lofing their eftates, expreffed an inclination to 

vifit their native provinces. That Conde might have appeared to form a refolu** 
tion which he could not avoid, he determined to fend feveral of the chieftains 
with detachments of troops, into thofe countries whither they wiflied to withdraw, 
and to retire himfelf, with the remainder of his army, to Orleans. In confequence 
of this refolution, the count of Rochefoucaud was appointed to march into Angou* 
leme and Saintonge, Soubife- into the Lionnoife, Duras into Guienne, Montgo- 
mery into Normandy, and the prince of Porcein into Champagne* 
Vol. III. P p 
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The Catholic chieftains now had it in their power to carry on their military ope- 
rations to the utmoft advantage. The provinces where, their adverfaries we e 
mo ft formidable, had been already attended to by them : the duke of Aumale be- 
ing fent into Normandy; Montpenfier to Tourain ; the count de Cruflbl into Lan- 
guedoc ; the chevalier de Montre, into Guienne and Gafcony. While the king 
of Navarre went to efcort their majefties to the camp, the army, under the con- 
duct of the duke of Guife, had moved to Bourges. Being joined by the Swifs, 
it confided of three thoufand cavalry, and fifteen thoufand foot. Ivoy, brother 
to Genlis, commanded the garrifon of the city, which, being reinforced by the 
prince of Conde, amounted to two thoufand infantry, and three troops of Ar- 
quebufiers*. The defence was conducted with no lefs courage and vigour than 
the attack : frequent fallies were made from the town ; and, when a confiderable 
breach was effected in the wall, a rampart of earth, raifed in one night's time, fur- 
prifed and baffled the affailants. Having confumed the greater part of their am- 
munition, a convoy of artillery and military ftores from Paris was expe&ed, for 
the conduft of which the duke of Guife had detached four troops of horfe, and 
fix companies of infantry. The admiral Coligni having intelligence of its ap- 
proach, nlarched in the night from Orleans, and attacked it near Chateaudun. 
Having furrounded the troops, he became mafter of the whole convoy ; but the 
artillery horfes having been carried off by their drivers, at the firft onfer, he was 
compelled to fet fire to the powder and demolilh the guns. Among others, Throg- : 
rnorton, the Englifh ambaffador, was taken prifoner, on his way to the camp, and 
conduced to Orleans, where the prince of Conde treated him with the greateft re- 
fpeft. Meanwhile, the duke of Guife began to induce Ivoy, by promifes, and an 
offer of the moft honourable terms, to furrender ; and, having no information 
of the defeat of the convoy, he liftened too eafily to the propofals. By obtain- 
ing a moft precife and formal capitulation for the fafety and free exit of himfelf and 
the troops, and even for liberty of confcience to the Proteftants in the town, he 

thought to obviate all refle&ions againft his honour ; but this precaution proved 
inefficient to fcreen him from the reproaches of his party ; upon prefenting him- 
felf at Orleans, he was refufed admittance to the prince, and was compelled to 
hide his difgrace in a private retreat. 

When the Catholic chiefs had thus added the reduttion of Bourges to that of 
the other towns whence Orleans might be fupported, the capital undertaking of 
the fiege of that city feemed to many, in point of expediency, preferable to all 
others, and not difproportioned to their military ftrength. But the opinions, in 
the council of war, were divided upon this head. It was urged on the one fide, 
that Orleans being the main fortrefs of the adverfe party, and their arfenal of 
war, occupied by the body of their gentry, and their two principal chieftains, a 
fuccefsful blow direfted againft it would at once crufh the root of oppofition j 
and that, from prefent circumftances, it appeared liable to fuch a decifive ftroke, 
from the difafters that had befallen the circumjacent towns, from the difperfion 

of many of the leaders, and from the prefent imperfeft ftate of its fortifications^ 

? De Thou— D'Aubigne, 
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It was known from the computation of their troops, compared with the extent 
of the bulwarks of the place, that they were fufficient to environ and affault the 
whole. It was added, that the fiege of Orleans would not only ft r ike the Pro- 
teftants, in- the provinces with terror, but difturb the route, and perhaps caufe 
the defertion of their German auxiliaries, who would not be forward to expofe 
themfelves by fupporting a party which would appear reduced to extremity. On 
the other hand, it was alledged, that the military force of Orleans, confuting of 
four thoufand veteran troops, twelve* hundred horfe, and three thoufand militia, 
trained to difcipline, and inured to arms, would prove equal to half of the be- 
fieging army, and, though they mighc receive fome reinforcements, that their 
want of many of the materials neceflary for a regular fiege rendered it an un- 
feafonable and dangerous enterprife : that k became them rather to turn their 
thoughts upon Normandy. 

That province had been embroiled by the contention of three fa&ions for the 
fuperiority ; one being headed by the duke of Bouillon, who inclined to favour 
the Proteftants, without renouncing his connexions with the court ; another by 
Matignon, the king's lieutenant in Lower Normandy, who was employed in 
fupporting the duke of Aumale, appointed to fupercede Bouillon in his govern- 
ment ; and a third, which was the moft powerful, confiding of the prince of 
Conde's partifans, and the determined Hugonots guided by the count of Mont- 
gomery. The duke of Aumale had already attempted the fiege of Rouen, but 
his forces were infufficient for the undertaking. Matignon being obliged to retire 
to Cherbourg, applied to the duke of Eftampes and Martigues, in Brittany, for 
their afiiftance, and obtained it/ The parliament of Rouen, having retreated 
to Louviers, publifhed its decrees, in imitation of that of Paris, for condemning 
all the Hugonots that could be feized, and for eohfifcating their property, which 
created a particular fcene of animofity and cruel reprifai between the people of 



Rouen and thofe of Louviers. 
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beuf, and Harfleur, upon the Seine, which were the moft important* had, after 
the arrival ..of Eftampes, furrendered to the Catholics. Meanwhile all practicable- 
means for the defence of Rouen had been tak: n hy Montgomery. 

It would be foreign from the purpofe of general hiftory to record the particular 
events of every fiege ; in that of Rouen equal gallantry was; difplayed by either 



party, and the flaughter was dreadful on. both fides: after an obftinate refin- 
ance, Mount St. Catharine was taken by furprife, which greatly facilitated the 
redu&ion of the town. Its capture, however, was retarded for fome time, by 
the arrival of a reinforcement of Englifh troops, who, in repelling the afiailants, 
difplayed the moft obftinate valour ; at length, the fiege having continued a 
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on each fide, was followed by the death of the 



lung of Navarre, who, during the fiege, had received a muiket-fliot in the 
fhouider. Through his impatience of the neceffary operation, or the unfkilfulnefs 
of the furgeons, the ball remained unextratted from the wound ; and he expired 
a- few days after the furrender of the town. Henry, who was born at Peau in 
B*rne, was only, at this time, nine years of age. He was educated by the queen 
his mother at Nerac, who, with her fon and an infant daughter, had retreated 
from the court about the time her . hufband had declared himfelf a Catholic*, 
The queen-mother was. apprehenfive the king of. Navarre's death might produce 
fome difadvantage to the Catholic party, by his immediate vaffals and pertifans 
falling off to the other fide. In the prefent minority of the king, and of the firft 
prince of the blood, the prince of Conde. might indeed have been fuppofed to 
ftand in the room of his brother, and to be' the only a ding guarclian of the 

blood-royal. But, when the political confederacies* were already formed, and 
cemented by the animofities of the civil war, this confideration could have little 
influence to . make a change.. 

As foonas the reduction of Rouen had appeared inevitable, Dieppe and Caen 
furrendered to the Catholics, who, after detaching a part of their army to blockade 
Havre, retired with the remainder to the vicinity of Paris. The general fuccefs 
of the Catholics elevated them with the hopes that the entire fubjeftion of the 
Prdteftants would foon be accomplifhed. But the intelligence received, during 
the fiege of Rouen, of . the fuccefe of D'Andelot in his miffion for German levies, 
gave a different afpeft to the condition of that party, and appears to have been 
the principal inducement for drawing the army; nearer the metropolis, and the 



center of the kingdom. 



The exertions 



bifliop 



of 



Conde's agents in Germany, in conducing the diflicult*. negotiation with which 



At the diet of Frankfort, where Maximilian, fon to Ferdinand, was elected kino- 
of the Romans, Spifame, having obtained three feveral audiences of the emperor 
and his fon, and of the electors, got the letters written by the queen-mother to the 
prince of Conde, the originals of which he produced, entered into the archives of 
the imperial chamber 5 and, by his addrefs afterwards, the Rhingrave and count 
•Roke;idolf, who were in the fervice of France, were both put to the ban of the 
^empire. The production of queen Catharine's letters, though neceffary for the 
prince's vindication, excited her indignation againft him,, and fixed her more im- 
movably in the intereft of the oppoike fa&ion. The affe&ed delays of two Ger- 
man captains, who had private reafons for fpinning out the time of the levies, be- 
ing overcome by Spifame, and the landgrave of Heffe engaged to exert himfelf in 
jthe .bufmefs ; D'Andelot was enabled to;bring them to a rendezvous at Bacara in 
Lorraine, about the middle. of 0£tobei% •. .His vigilance in keeping them from de- 



* Brantome* 




. .... ... 



fl 



EN HIT 



IE 



1562] 



CHARLES THE NINTH. 



243 



fertion for want of regular pay ; his well-concerted marches ; and hi$ indefatigable 
labours (notwithftanding his violent attacks of a quartan ague contra&ed in the 
mountains) in directing and guiding the frequent and long circuits he was obliged to 
make in them, fhewed the fpirit of the man, and the abilities of the officer. Hav- 
ing feigned an intention of penetrating thedireft way through Lorraine, he turn- 
ed fuddenly towards the left, and ftretching oyer the difficult roads of Burgundy, 
he avoided an encounter with the marefchal de St. Andre and the duke 1 of Nevers, 
who had been fent to pppofe his paffage. He brought his whole compliment of 
three thoufand foot in nine companies, and four thoufand horfe in twelve troops, 
to Montargis, and the neighbourhood of Orleans, in the middle of November. 
^This reinforcement, augmented by a body of French gentry, who joined D'An- 

deiot in his march, and fifteen hundred foldiers, colle&edby the count of Roche- 

foucaud and Duras, was not only fufficient to enable the prince of Conde to take 
the field, but occafipned his undertaking an enterprife. no lefs injudicious in itfelf 
than it appeared to be difproportioned to his ftrength. This was an attempt to be- 
fiege Paris, which, it was evident, could neither be taken, nor forced to a capi- 
tulation,' by his-army. 

The abfence or difperfion of the Catholic forces in different quarters was 
thought fufficient to juftify this hazardous ftep. 

, But the interruption he met with at Gorbeii was more unfortunate. This town, 
lituated on the Seine, almoft equally defencelfs with the others, made refiftance, 
and obliged him to begin a kind of regular fxege of it, until fome fuccours being 
thrown into it by the marefchal St. Andre, the prince embraced the pretext of a 
conference propofed by the queen to withdraw from the affault. The Catholic 
forces were, by this time, affembled in great numbers, and the two armies, fepa- 
'rated by the Seine, marched fometimes in fight of each other. That of the Ca- 
tholics was drawn around the city and fuburbs, while the prince purfued his route 
to Ville-juif, within two leagues of Paris. Though the hopes of gaining any ad- 
vantage was now almoft vanifhed,. yet, refolved upon ftriking feme intimidating 
ftroke before he retired, he prepared for attacking the fuburb of St. Vi&or. The 
eftedt it produced at firft furpaffed expe&ation. Six hundred lighthorfe, who 

had advanced beyond the.ramparts, were driven back in fuch diforder, that car- 
rying their terror along with them, thefoldiers'began to fly into the city, through- 
cut which a v.aft confternation'was immediately fpread; The firft prefident of the 
•parliament, La Maitre, died of the fright, while the. populace in. confufion called 
on the. troops to abandon the -fuburbs and fimt the gates. The alarm, however, 

; was foon compoled by the difpofition made by the duke of Guife for repelling the 
enemy. The prince drew off his forces, and divided them into three bodies, for 
the lake of lodging them in covered quarters. Their number amounted to eight 
•thoufand foot and live thoufand horfe. The Catholic chiefs, fatisfied with guard- 
ing againll their attack of the fuburbs, anfwered their defiances to .battle only by 
;iome cannonading and flight .ikirmifiies. ... 
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his defigns betrayed to the enemy, and therefore determined on a retreat. 

He was purfued, forfome days, by the Catholic arftiy, and at length believing 

an engagement to be unavoidable, he made a forced march, with his main body, 
to\vards Dreux, a town on the confines of Normandy, with the view of makine 



admirably 



betweeen Havre and 



The Catholic chiefs, who now aipproacHed the plains of Dreux, and faw, that, 
by a little expedition;; they could oblige the enemy to fight, difpatched Caftelnau to 
the queen to inform her that they had it in their power to bring the Hugonots to 
a&ion, and only waited for orders. It was the unanimous opinion of the council 



fhould 



Montmorenci 



the oppo 



lite fide, and encamped there unperceived by the enemy, forded the Eurein the 
night ; and favoured by the moon, got his whole artillery moved to the unguard- 
ed villages. The noife of the drums and trumpets, which was heard when the 
prince's army began to be put in motion, ferved as a fignal for the conftabie to 
range his forces in order of battle. 

Such was the difpofitioh of the catholic forces, when firft preceived by the 
commanders of the adverfe army, which now confifted of from eight to nine thou- 
fand infantry, and from four to. five thoufand horfe*. While, in the utmoft hur- 
ry, the latter prepared for an aftion quite unexpected, D'Andelot, difabled by the - 
-attack of his ague from taking his poft, moved forward on a baggage-horfe, and 
Teconnoitred the enemy. His opinion was to endeavour to pafs without fighting, 
which might be done by leading to the left, and gain the village of Treon, on 
-the road to Chateauneuf. Immediately the prince of Conde, having joined his 
main battle with the van, conduced by the admiral Coligni, began to move for- 
ward according to his direction : I>ut having now the enemy in full view, he ad- 
vanced two or three hundred paces before he made his declination. The difcharge - 
of the conftabie' s artillery, from the left wing, reached his foremoft ranks, made - 

fome of his horfe give way, and forced a part of the German Reiters to wheel into 
declivity. The prince, intent on their motions, no fooner preceived them thus 
expofed, than, without difcovering what was before him, and leaving the count 4 



Grammont 



Moui 



the firft charge ; by the prince's own fquadron, and by the Reiters of his divi-. 
. Hon. His brother, Gabriel de Montmorenci Montberon, the conftable's fourth 
fon, fell in this charge. In the mean time the admiral having marched forward 
with more delibration, directed his attack againft the conftable's cavalry, and that 
part of his centre that flood firm. The vollies of cannon he received in advan- 
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(Juifli all that o'ppofed him. A total corifufion enfuirig, the conftable being unhorf- 
edy and having his jaw-bone broken by a mufket-ftiot, was made prifcner by fpme ; 
ReiterS, from whofe hands the prince of Porcien received him*. No part of his ; 
main battle now remained unrouted but a few Swifs, who, atlaft, were obliged to 
retreat. The prince of Conde having rallied two hundred of the German troops, 
could not induce them to charge the enemy, but taking the fame route the others 
had done, they left him in their rear, wounded in the hand, and difmouiited, 1 to 
be taken prifoner by Damville. 

Though the battle was reftored by the admiral,, and the prince of Porcien, who, 
at the head of three hundred horfe, aud a thoufand German Reiters, fuftainedthe 
combat with fuch refolution, that the duke of Guile was left for a fliort fpace of 
time, with not _ a hundred cavaliers around him ; the advantages gained by 
the Proteftant chiefs were irrecoverably loft. Martigues advancing with an old 
battallion of foot which had not yet engaged, the admiral was obliged to draw off 
his French horfe, who had broken or loft moft of their lances.. He- made his re- 
treat with fo much compofure, that he carried off his artillery, and moft of his . 
baggage to Neufville, about a league diftance from the field of battle, where he 
palled the night. The duke of Guife, being in no condition to follow him,, took 
up his lodging at Bieville. The {laughter of the Catholic army exceeded that of 
of the Proteftants^ and the field was more fatal to the officers of rank.. The ma- 
refchal Saint Andre was (hot by Mezieres, whom he had induced to kill a kinfmam 
of his own, that he might profecute him, . and obtain the confifcation of • his for- 
tune*. The duke of Nevers received a fhot in the thigh v from the careleffnefs of 
his own equerry, in holding.a piftol with the muzzle towards him, of which he 
ciied in a few days. Varicarville, . equerry to the duke of Guile, underftanding; 
that the enemy intended to dire£t their principal efforts againft hismafter^ had ob- 
tained permiiTion to wear his arms, and to, mount his charger j an inftance of fi- 
delity that coft him his life. 

By the flight of the right wing of the Catholics at the battle of ; Dreux,. the 

fpeedieft intelligence was conveyed to Paris of the total defeat of their, army. 
The appearance of B'OfTun (an officer who had, in Piedmont, acquired the ap- 
pellation of The Bold Soldier) among thefe fwift- couriers, confirmed it beyond 
all contradi&idn. The Parifians were thrown into the greateft confirmation,, 
which continued to encreafe, until the arrival of De Loffes, who had been : dif- 
patched by the duke; of Guife, w r ith the certain accounts of his having turned; 
the fate of the. battle, and obtained a victory. Public proceflions were appointed, , 
'and bonfires ordered to celebrate the happy event: and the commiffion of com- 
mander in chief of the army, in abfence of the conftable, was immediately- fent* 
to the duke, with twenty-five collars of the order of Saint Michael, to be- 
difpofed of by his direction. Though from a fenfe of the reproach he in- 
curred, D'Offun ftarved himfelf to death,, his boldnefs became an ironical pro*- 

veirh., 
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The Proteftant chiefs, who had beat one half of the Catholic army; taken 
the conftable prifoner, and carried off fprne ftandards and booty from the fields 
were .as much mortified at the difcredit of being obliged to retire before their 
enemies, as at the difcomfiture they had fufiained. The admiral, who had, with 
- fignal bravery and conduct, difputed the honour of keeping the field with 
the duke of Guife, propofed, in a council of war, to attack him again the next 
morning. But the Germans,, who had fuffered leaft in the battle, declined fuch 
a fudden renewal of the combat. To prevent, however, in fome meafure, the 
unfavourable report of a defeat, the admiral drew up his troops in order of 
battle, and marched half a league towards the enemy, before he turned off .to 
Gallardon and Anet, on the borders of La Beauffe. His high reputation im- 
mediately eflablilhed him, by unanimous confent, in the principal command of 

the army, during the captivity of the prince. 

- While the queen-mother, for many weighty reafons, was defirous of a peace, 
the duke, in the midft of winter, urged the undertaking of the fiege of Orleans. 
To avert or diminifh the force of this impending blow, the admiral determined 
on an expedition into Normandy, with part of his forces, while the remainder 
might form a garrifon fufficient for the defence of Orleans. Upon a review of 
the troops, he found that fourteen companies of French and German infantry, 
and four troops of the ol deft French cavalry, could be muftered in the city* 
The body of the townfmen, too, .could be depended on to fecond the troops with 
firmnefs and alacrity. D' Andelot, in conjun&ion with Saint Cyr, the governor, 
and Feuquicre, an excellent engineer, undertook the defence of that important 
place. While Coligni made incurfions in Berri and Sologne, where he extend- 
ed his quarters, the utmoft attention was paid to the collecting of provifions, and 
whatever might contribute to the ftrength of Orleans. 

A. D. ^ 563.2 The fiege of that city was begun by the duke of Guife, on the 
.eighth of February. De Cipiere led on the firft divifion of the Catholic army, 
and, .after -flurmifhing parties, had proceeded to aflail a part of the entrench- 
ments .defended by four companies of French foot, he was informed that the 
'German Lanfquenets were obierved to quit their p'oft in diforder. Animated by 
the intelligence, and the arrival of frefh troops, he pufhed another attack that 
way, by which the Gafcon infantry, who made the only refinance, were almofl 
furrounded, and a general confufion enfued. The duke of Guife having next 
poffeffed himfelf of the Ponterau, proceeded to take meafures for battering the 
Tourelles., the befiegers acquired the command of the bridge, and the approaches 
to the town were in fuch a . ftate of forwardnefs, that the duke of Guife had 
jixed-on the morning of the nineteenth of February for delivering a general 
t aifault, when his death was fought and accomplifhed by the ignominious de Merei 
Poltrot. As the duke returned from the works, on the evening of the eighteenth, 
to his quarters, at the caftle of Cornei, accompanied only by Roftaing, one of 
the queen's domeftics, the affaffin, watching his opportunity, fhot him from be- 
hind with a piftol. The ball entering his body above the right ihoulder, ths 
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duke fell forward on his horfe's neck, but did not lofe his feat. The duke with 

difficulty reached his quarters, while Roftaing, in vain purfued the murderer, who 

was quickly out of fight. But the terrors that feized him, joined to the dark- 

neis of the niglit, rendered him incapable of effefting his efcape. Having tired 

his horfe with wandering, he was taken in the morning, at no great diftance 

from the place where the murder was committed. As he immediately confeffed 

it, and threw out afperfions againft fome of the Proteftant chiefs, as having 
inftigated him to the deed, it is rcqufite to explain the grounds of this calumny. 

When Poltrot, who had been bred a Catholic, and turned Proteftant, heard, at 
a conference holden near Vienne, by the baron des Adrets, that the king of 
Navarre was killed at Rouen, he fighed deeply, and faid, 4C this one victim is 
Ci not fufficient to atone for the public miferies ; there fliil remains a greater 
" facrifice to be made," When afked what facrifice he meant — " The mighty 
" Guile hrnfelf," replied he; and ftretching forth his right arm, and elevating 
his voice, " and here it is," — added he — " that (hall be raifed to finifh, by one 
" aft the fcene of our calamities." 

The confeffion extorted from him when put to the queftion, exhibited a con- 
fufed mafs of contradictions. There was not a fingle perfon he had named in 
his firft confeffion, whom he did not, by turns, exculpate and accufe ; and, in 
the mid ft of his torture, at laft concluded with faying, that if the deed were yet 
uncommitted he would not fcruple ftill to be the attor of it ; he being conveyed 
to Paris, in a few weeks underwent the punifhment appointed by the law for 
traitors. 

The duke of Guife furvived his wound fix days, and, during that interval, dis- 
played the moft dignified compofure and manly fortitude, which juftified the re- 
prefentation given of his exit by the Catholic authors, as worthy of a Chrit- 
thn hero. 

* 

As the reins of government had now fallen entirely into the queen's hands 5 
the refolution fhe had already formed for concluding a peace, could be profe- 
cuted without reftraint. The prince of Conde himfelf being favourably inclined 
to it, was farther inftigated by various arguments fhe had ufed with him to pro- 
mote the meafure. 

1 

After various conferences, a treaty was at length refolved on. In the place of the 
editt of January, a more limited rule of toleration was accepted by the Hugonots. 
In all fiefs, holding direftly of the crown, and which had the privilege of Haubert, 
or high juftice, the barons and nobillity were allowed the free and public exercife * 
of the Proteftant religion, for themfeives and their vaflals. In other fiefs, the pro- 
prietors, when they did not refide in towns or villages, fubjedt to higher jurifdic- 
tions, were permitted to enjoy the fame liberty in their own houfes. In every 
bailiwick, having an immediate privilege of appeal to the court of parliament, a 
city or town was to. be appointed, in the fuburbs of which the Proteftants might 
alfemblc for public worlhip ; and in the places where they enjoyed it at the time 

of figning the convention, the free exercife of it -was alfo to be retained. In th# 
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248 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1563 

city and liberties of Paris, and in all other parts of the kingdom not fpecified, they 

- -were prohibited to meet publicly j but private liberty of conference was univer- 
fally allowed them. The other articles refpe&ing indemnities for the rival war, 
were conceived in the moft precife and exprefs terms. The whole particular fli- 
pulations, reduced to the form of an edift, figned by the king, and dated from 
Amboife, on the nineteenth of March, was ordered to be regiftered by the par- 
liaments. 

The treaty of peace, thus concluded by the prince, without being communi- 
cated to any of the foreign powers who had embraced the caufe of the Hugo- 
nots, became the fubjeft of fome animadverfions and complaints. The admiral, 
in whofe abfence the whole affair had been condufted, had great reafon for 
diffatisfa&ion ; but unwilling to appear as an enemy to the public peace, he not 
only defifted from his objections, but declared, that the treaty being brought to 
an ifTue, every one fliould acquiefce in it*. 

The prince of Conde returned to court, where Catharine now reigned with 
unrivalled fway. Upon the death of the duke of Guife, the conftable expe&ed 
to have the office of grand-mafler of the houfhold reftored to him, and {hewed 
fome difguft at its being conferred on the young duke, by abfenting himfelf a 
while from court ; but he, at length, confented to accept the transfer of his 
government of Languedoc to his fon D'Amville as an equivalent for the disap- 
pointment. Nothing now remained for the perfect reftoration of tranquillity 
but the expulfion of the Englifh, by the reduction of Havre-de- Grace. 

Elizabeth teftified her chagrin at the treaty of Orleans, by demanding from 
France the reftitution of Calais, and declaring fhe was entitled to keep polfeflion 
of Havre, until that important article of the general peace was fulfilled. The 
French court replied, that the claufe of the fame treaty obliged her to commit 
no acts of hoftility againft France, during the fpace of eight years; at the ex- 
piration of which time, the reftitution of Calais, or a pecuniary redemption, had 
been, on that condition, promifed. When the neceffary preparations for a fiege 
were made, the French troops marched from all quarters into Normandy ; and, 
on the fifteenth of July, encamped before Havre. 

The Englifh troops in that town, commanded by the earl of Warwick, con- 
fifting, at firft, of fix thoufand men befides feven hundred officers, had been al- 
ready thinned by the ravages of a peftilental difeafe: the heat of the weather, and 
a dearth of provifions, encreafed the fatal effefts of this dreadful diforder, and 
foon reduced Warwick to the neceffity of capitulating on the honourable con- 
dition of retiring with the remnant of his forces. The whole terms of the treaty 
were fettled, and hoftages delivered for the performance of them, when fixty 
fail of Englifti fhips, under lord Clinton, appeared in the bay, fleering towards 

the harbour. But Warwick having given notice to the admiral, that Havre had: 

* 
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furrendered, Clinton caft anchor in the road ; and,, having embarked the troops,, 

immediately fet fail for England. 

Tranquillity being now reftored to the nation, no means appeared to the 
chancellor fo effeftuai for its preservation, as well as for the fupport and intereft 
of royalty, as that of accelerating the folemn declaration of the king's majority.. 
By Catharine's ready compliance with de l'Hopital's advice, and the affiduous 
application {he gave to the fettling both the domeftic and foreign affairs of the 
{late, it mult be owned, that, at this time, {he {hewed herfelf abundantly capable 
of exercifing, and not altogether unworthy of, that fupreme authority in the go- 
vernment, to which, with exceffive eagernefs, {he always afpired. By her 
prudence and addrefs, the emperor's demands for the reftitution of Metz, 
Toul, and Verdun, were eluded in a manner that created no mifunderfhnding 
with the Imperial court. An opportunity was taken to retaliate the affront offer- 
ed to the French ambaffador, by feizing Throgmorton, who ventured, along 
with another envoy from Elizabeth, to return to France without paflports. But 
in this ftep the manner of proceeding was fuch, as rather indicated an intention, 
to punifh the infolence of an obnoxious envoy, than to teflify indignation again ft 
the court of England. There was a diftinftion made in the treatment of the 
two ambaffadors, and the advantage was gained of excluding Throgmorton 
from the negociation, a point of no fmall importance to the commencement and 
happy progrefs of a treaty of peace. 

It was refolved in the council, in purfuance of the previous determination of 
the queen- mother and the chancellor, to obtain a formal recognition of the king's 
majority, who had now entered his fourteenth year, and had confequently com- 
pleted the term prefcribed by the edift of Charles the Wife. This ceremony 
was performed, on the feventeenth of Auguft, at Rouen, whither the court 
had repaired after the reduftion of Havre, The preference given, on this oc- 
cafion, to the parliament of Rouen, over that of Paris, was intended as a mor- 
tification to the latter. 

When de Lanfac was fent to demand of the parliament of Paris the regiftration 
of the aft of majority, and the other edifts, enraged at the flight that had been 
put upon them, they appointed deputies to remonftrate on this difparagement of 
their fuper-eminent jurifdiftion. But they overfhot their mark, it having been 
determined in the council to prevent a repetition of fuch conduft, by giving 
them a firm and authoritative repulfe. The young king, inftrufted how to an- 

fwer the deputies, firft required the members of the council, who were prefenr, 
to declare whether advice had not been taken about authenticating the aft in 
the parliament of Rouen. When this was avowed, Charles affumed a command- 
ing tone, and told them, " he would not bear that the magiftrates of the parlia- 
" ment of Paris fhould now behave as they had done in his, minority ; that 
" their original and proper funftion was to difpenfe ckil« juftice, to which it be- 
" came them to confine themfelves, and no longer to cherifh that ancient preju~ 

* dice of being the coadjutors of royalty, the proteftors of the kingdom, and 
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cc the guardians of the city of Paris; and that, having once remonilratcd to him, 
cc it was their duty to think of nothing more than fubmiffion to his will." But. 
this was not fufficient to intimidate the parliament, which, after hearing the re- 

ports of their delegates, flill debated the regiPaation, and, being divided in 
opinion, appointed a new deputation to the king. Their refi fiance became a 
direft trial of the authority of the court. A grand council of the ftate was 
called to controul their obftinacy by a decree, which annulled their proceedings, 
and required them, under the penalty of interdiction from their office, to regif- 
ter the edi£l without any reftriftory claufe, and to erafe the record of their ar- 
rogant procedure. The parliament then defifted from the dangerous contention, 
and fubmitted (on the twenty- fixth of September) to the king's command. 

A. D. 1564, 1565.J The altercations which had arifen in the different provin- 
ces with regard to the tenor of the late edift, and the difficulties that occurred in 
putting it in execution, fuperinduced a determination of the council, that the king 
.and court fhould make a progrefs through the greater part of the kingdom. It 
was conceived, that the appearance of the young fovereign would not only ferve 
as a check to fediuon, but verify and confirm the principles of loyalty and obedi- 
ence to the government. To thefe motives, by which alone the chancellor was ac- 
tuated, :queen Catharine joined other views better fuited to the political caft of her 
own mind: befides an opportunity of inveftigating the conduct of the governors 
of the chief cities and provinces, and making fuch changes among them as might 
be judged neceffary, flie had propofed a conference with her daughter the queen of 
Spain, on the confines of the two kingdoms, and propofed to hold interviews 
with fome of the German princes. But before the court left Fontainebleau, am- 
baffadors arrived from the king of Spain, the pope, and the duke of Savoy, the 
objett of whofe miffion was to prefer an unanious rcqueft to the king for the pub- 
lication of the decrees of the council of Trent, which had been clofed about a 

month before. This application, fo ill-timed and precipitate, appeared to the 

queen and the council to have been effefted by the artful intrigues of the cardinal 
of Lorraine, and the zealous partifans of the papal power at court, who labour- 
ed to fubvert the peace*. The conduct of the fovereign pontiff, with refpeft to 
the queen of Navarre, exhibited a convincive proof of the difpofition of the 
.court of Rome to-expofe the principality of Beam as a prey to the Catholic king* 
Though natural fpirit and political circumfpe&ion induced the queen-mother to 
refift the concurrence of other princes to impofe their admonitions on the govern- 
ment ; though, perhaps, flie was not infenfible, that the prefent interpofition of 
foreign courts was intended to encourage domeftic faftion, the fcope and aim of 
her politics were fo congenial to the principles of their fyftem, that all the honour 
and advantage (he contended for, amounted, in fa£t, only to that of purfuing it in 
her own way. This, doubtlefs, appeared to her a very material point, who had 

xeafon to be confcious and vain of her fkill, in the artificial management of affairs* 

•fc ReceuildeDupuis — La Laboureur, &<y 
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Perfuaded that, by the help of time, and the advantage of peace, {he would be 
enabled to ftrengthen the power of the government, and give it vigour fuflicient 
to encounter and crulh all oppofition from party ; {he endeavoured to attain her 
political ends under the appearance of promoting the public tranquillity and good 
«of the ftate. Before fhe fet out with the king on the intended progrefs through 
the kingdom, the treaty of peace with England was brought to a conclufion, and 
the articles of it were finifhed and prefented to the king when he came to Troves. 
The renewal of the league with the Swifs Cantons was alfo purchafed at this time, 
with a large pecuniary fubfidy. But queen Catharine was difappointed of her 
hopes of an interview with the king of the Romans on the confines of Lorraine, 
which was alledged to have been the principal motive of her journey thither. Ca- 
tharine was equally unfuccefsful in her attempt to bind the duke of Wirtemberg, 
the count Palatine of the Rhine, and Wolfang, duke of Deux Ponts, who were 
Proteftant chieftains, by the civil obligations of penfions from. the king, to with- 
hold their affiftance from the Calvinifts in France. There was only the marquis of 
Baden, and one of the family of Saxe, that condefceaded to become her ftipendi- 
aries. 

In the'king's circuit of the provinces of the kingdom, which commenced with 
the excurfion through Champagne to the territories of the duke of Lorraine, al- 
moft two' years were employed. In moft places he vifited, he was tormented with 
the alternate complaints of Catholics and Proteftants. The deputies of Burgun- 
dy harangued the king againft the extenfion of the late editt of toleration to their 
province. The Proteftants preferred a general complaint of the violent oppofition 
.made in various parts to its eftablifliment, and of the injurious treatment they ex- 
perienced. Thefe differences were feized by the court as a pretext for rendering 
the late edift palatable to the Catholics ; and for this purpofe another edict was 
paffed at Roufiillon, in \Vhich the liberty of the Proteftants was conliderably re- 
trenched. The allowance of public worfiiip to the poffeflbrs of the fuperior fiefs 
was interpreted co extend only, to their families and immediate vafials, and to ex- 
clude all occafional partakers of .the benefit t^^^ The prince of Conde, who 
thought his honour concerned in maintaining the articles of it, traftfmitted to the 
court a remonftrance on the fubjeft of the innovations, by which the edict was 
-fubverted. The anfwer given him, from its amicable and mild tendency, though 
not fatisfaftory, .appeared to be dictated by the chancellor, who, by fuggefting 
thofe emendations, ftudiedto convince the court, that the Proteftants might be to- 
lerated, and at the fame time reftrained within fuch r.eafonable bounds as the go- 
vernment chofe to prefcribe to them. The procedure upon this maxim foothed 

the queen-mother, gave to the government that air of authority {he required, and 
furnifhed her with afpecious anfwer to the Catholic prince?, who excepted againft 
*he pacification as derogatory to the honour of the crown. 

Upon intelligence received of a confederacy being' formed by the family of 
Ouife, andfome of their partifans, in confequence of a conflict that occurred be- 
tween the cardinal of Lorraine and the mareichal Montmorenci, at Paris, the 
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weaknefs and tremor of the court appeared. All the nobles prefent, -being affem- 
bled before the king,, were required to declare what they knew of fecret cabals 
and combinations, which threatened diflurbance to the ftate ; and to fubfcribe an 
obligation never to engage in them, or take arms without his majefty's authority. 
After pafling the winter in Languedoc, the court proceeded, in the following 
fpring, to Bourdeaux,~and from thence to Bayonne, where the queen of Spain was 
expelled to arrive. The interview at Bayonne, took place on the the tenth of 
June, 1565. 

A league of the Catholic princes having been propofed, a general alarm pre- 
vailed among the Proteftants, who thought they beheld in the congrefs at Bayonne 
the image of what they dreaded. But what really pafled there it is impoflible to 
afcertain, as the accounts of contemporary hiftorians are vague, uncertain, and 
contradictory. It then took its courfe to Nerac, in the queen of Navarre's do- 
minions, and from thence, by various ftages, to Blois, where it continued till the 

commencement of the following year, when an aflembly of the notables was hoi- 
den at Moulins, in the Bcurbonnois. 

A. D. 1566.3 At this aflembly, which met in the month of February, the 
chancellor, ever attentive to the welfare of the ftate, fet forth the various defects 
and abufes which prevailed in the political government, and in the adminiftratiort 
of the laws. 

The aflembly of Moulins concluded with the former compromife of the con- 
tention between the family of Guife and the Colignis\ The admiral purged 
himlelf, upon oath, from the imputation of being acceflary to the duke of GuiiVs 
death, and the Guifes fhook hands with him in the king's prefence. 

Meanwhile the complaints of the Proteftants, on the inexeculion of the edift of 
toleration, continued to encreafe ; and Bouchet was deputed, by the nobility of 
that purfuation, to prefent to the king at Angouleme, a particular refcript of the 
injuries and grievances they fuffered, and to enreat the prevention of a fatal re- 
courfe to extremities. No attention, however, was paid to this remonftrance* 
The re-eftablifhment of the public exercife of the Catholic religion in Berne, and. 
the vifcounty of Foix, which the queen of Navarre had there reftrained, was ef- 
fected by the king's authority*. 

A. D. 1567.] The* prince of Conde had ftrenuoufly remonftrated againft 
thefe proceedings, but the queen- mother found means to lull his fufpicions, by 
profeflions of favour and marks of regard. It was impoffible, however, long to 
deceive the leaders of the Hugonots, jealous of her conduft, and attentive to her 
motions ; and^ indeed, her ufage of the prince of Conde himfelf, in his fuit for 
the office of conftable, which Montmorenci defired to refign, while it betrayed 
her averfion from his advancement, fhowed her partiality to the oppofite party.. 
; Thefe eircumftances, united with the fears of the Hugonots on account of the 
late interview at Bayonne, and others occafioned by the march of the duke of 
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Alva, along the frontiers of France,* into the Belgic provinces, accelerated the 
renewal of. civil commotions. Senfible of the alarm which this laft event would 
excite, the queen-mother was prepared to obviate and fileftce it, by the- utmoft 
ftretch of her political craft. Feigning an apprehenfion of the purpofes of the 
court of Spain, and appearing to refent the approach of the Spanifh forces to the 
borders of the kingdom, flie adopted the language,, and feemed to concur with 
the fentiments of the Proteftant chiefs, and thofe who infifted on the neceffity of 
putting the (late in a pofture of defence. A commiffion for hiring, fix thoufand 
Swifs was given, and fome troops being levied in the Lionoife, were ordered to 
march towards the fronties of Italy. 

The fecurity of the court, at this period, is the more remarkable, as the fre^ 
quent warnings they received ought certainly to have put them on their guard. — 
At Lyons, the Proteftants were fufpe&ed of having run a mine, fome hundred, 
paces under ground, along the principal ramparts of the city. When the duke of 

Alva began his march from'Lombardy, Mouvans had raifed eight hundred men, 

and'thrown them into Geneva ; and an attempt had even been made by him, to 
introduce, by a ftratagem, a part of thefe foldiers into the ftrong town of Metz. 
It is faid that Catharine, whofe obfervations were chiefly dire&ed on the admiral's 
motions, was the more deceived, by the report of one of her fpies, withrefpect to 
the manner in which he faw him employed at Chatillon. Clad in a homely frock, 
with a pruning-knife in his hand, Coligni had mounted a tree in his orchard,, and 
appeared like the peaceful inhabitant of the rural fhades. The Proteftant chiefs, 
convinced that the queen-mother had concerted meafures for their definition, re- 
folvedto make the firft alfault. "The conduft of the duke of Guife, at the com- 
mencement of the late war, was deemed worthy of imitation : and it was accor-. 
dingly refolved to make an attempt to fecure the perfon of the king., - 

The court refided at Montceaux, a pleafure-feat of the queen's in Brie, when, 
(on the twehty-fixth of September) four years after the pacification of Orleans, 
this enterprife was planned and attempted. From the difcovery of feveral parties 
of armed men, reforting, to Chatillpn, the queen-mother was thrown into the ut- 
moft confirmation : and retiring with precipitation to Meaux, fhe difpatchcd or- 
ders to the Swifs to advance, without delay, to the affiftance of the court. Ro- 
foy, the place of rendezvous for the prince of Conde and his friends, was not 
farther from Meaux than Chateau-Thierry, where the Swifs were quartered, and 
their ho rfe could, with greater celerity, perform, the march. In this dangerous 
perplexity, Catharine had recourfe to her ufual fubterfuge of a. conference, dur- 
ing which the Swifs had time to reach the place of their deflination. 

Their arrival infpired the court with courage, and induced the queen to accede 
to the propofals of colonel Fifer, who offered taconduft the royal family in fafety 
to the capital. The exclamations of theParifians at the fight of the king, efcapedf 
from the hands of the Hugonote, and their reflexions on. the horror, of the attempt^ 
joined to Charles's own feniation of the violent indignity, added frefh fuel to the 

former combuftions of the ftate, and heightened the rage of the parties againlt 
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each other. Such were the circumftanees of the commencement of the fecond ci- 
«vil war in France. 

The queen, of England deemed this a proper time for difcovering her inclina- 
.tions to fupport the Proteftant party.: fhe fent an ambaffador to renew the old de- 
mand of the reftitufion of Calais. To this unexpected requifition, France,' how- 
ever provoked, found it convenient, at the prefent juncture, to return a decent 
.refufal. Elizabeth expected no more. It was alfo proper, that fhe fhould not 
appear too forward in engaging with them, who had not adhered to the terms of 
the league they had made with her.; while, by inviting the cardinal of Chatillon 

to the Englifh court, it was evident (he confidered this conduct as a pardonable 

tranfgreffion. 

The bold attempt of the Proteftant chiefs to fiezethe perfon of the king, was 
confidered as a fignal, by the leaders of both parties, to coiled: their military for- 

ces. The prince of . Conde and his afibciates, inftead of being difmayed at the 

failure of their firft enterprife, not only kept the field, but a&ed oftenfively, with 
an intrepid fpirit, that had the ; fhew of fuperior ftrength. No fooner had the 
prince of Conde feized a few : pofts on the Seine, and burnt a great number of 

mills between the gates of the Templeand Saint Honre, than the Parifians began 
to utter complaints*. This made the queen- mother have recourfe to her ufual 
(expedient of a negociatioa, which only ended in mutual inveftives. 

* To a train of deiufive negociations fucceeded the open operations of -war. 
about fix thoufand. troops, the prince of Conde, having fecured the paf- 
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metropolis. The different corps of the Swifs, and of the old and new levies of 
..the French infantry, formed an army of fixteen thoufand foot, and threcthoufand 
-horfe. Befides volunteers, the city furnifhed a complete regiment. Having de- 
tached five hundred picked cavalry to harrafs the enemy for a day and a night, 
early on the tenth of November he began :to move his whole force from the 
capital. As he pafled through the gate, turning to thofe around him, " This 
c; day 55 — faid he — " fhall acquit me from the detractions of my enemies, and the 
-"•calumny of the vulgar: ; for either I fhall return alive and vi&orious, or meet 

^ ;ful ancl bloody to the king's foesj." 
Unalarmed at the great fuperiority of the royalifts, the prince of Conde te- 
folutely determined to meet them in the field; the Proteftant chiefs accordingly 
dr,e\v out their troops from their different pofts, chofe their ground in the plain 
o£ Saint Denis, and arranged their battalions with all the compofure and intrepi- 
dity of men, about to engage 'in the moft equal combat. The conft able, -who 
moved ftowly from the city, was aftonifhed at feeing them ranging their little 
$rmy in order of battle.^; The a&ion began on the right by the difcharge of 

.«! ,De Thou. t .D'Aubigne, liv. iv. chap. 9. A De Thou— -Caftelnau. 
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the conftable's artillery. Genlis, finding his divifion galled by the fire, ordered. 

his lieutenant De Vardes to advance with a party, and charge the enemy.. The 
repulfe of this brifk attack having brought inoft of the cavalry to the fide of 
the trench, they were there faluted with a (harp fire : at the fame time Gen- 
lis opened his ranks, his foot advanced, and poured their fliot on the enemy, 
while he again forming his line in order, proceeded with de Vardes to make a 
vigorous aflault on the broken troops of the Catholics. The admiral perceiving 
that the a&ion on the right had become general, put the troops in motion, and 
having apprifed the prince of Conde of his intention,, began to engage the enemy 
in the fame manner as Genlis had done, by advancing his foot before his cavalry. 
By the regular fire the line of infantry made, and- the impetuous charge which 
followed it, the troops on the left of the enemy were broken, and their horfe 
wheeling on the regiment of Paris, a general confufion, approaching to a total 
rout, enfued. Immediately after this .the* prince of Gonde pufhed forward with 
his divifion to attack the conftable's centre, which on the left lay open , and 
expofed. He alfo marched his foot before him : but, as he advanced, the ^mare- 
fchal, Montrnorenci obferving his aim, made a wheel to fall on- the flank of 
his fquadron. The prince, leaving his foot, and part of his line, to encounter, 
the marefchal, rufhed, with great impetuofity, on the gendarmerie of the centre; 
Difdrder already begun there, by the rout of the left wing, facilitated the im- 
preffion of the charge. In a few minutes the main body gave way. , The dlci 
cqnftable, deferted by his troops, and wounded in the face, was feen exerting 
his utmoft efforts for rallying, the fugitives. Difdaining to furrender;* when re- 
quired by Robert Stuart (the Scotchman who had been accufed of affaflinating 
the prefident Minart) and refifting, with a vigour of body and fpirit uncommon 
at his age, he daflied the pommel of his fword, which was broken,, in his ad- 
versary's face, and knocked out fevaral of his teeth: when a piftol-lhot from 
behind pierced him in the. reins,, and foon after, he fell to the ground. At no 
great diftance, and alriioft'at the fame inflant, the prince of Gonde's horfe being' 
wounded, and falling with him, it* was with difficulty. he could.be extricated from 
the danger which threatened 'him*. The marefchal Montrnorenci had, by this 
time,. not only routed the detachment fent againft him, butfome troops of the 
left wing that were not : broken rallying about -him, he had already- m'ade a con- 
fiderable impreflibn .on the' admiral's fquadron. D^Aumale and d'Amville^ who 
had not engaged, fteing affured that the Swifs on the- right ftill kept their ground, 
nd;that the marefchal' Montrnorenci was victorious, haftened to. advance their 



body of referve from the rear. But* while the- hiirry on one fide, to refcue the 
conftable, and on the other the. attention to recover and remount the 1 prince of 
Conde, fufpended the renewal of the combat, the approach of night put an end 
to the conflict. The prince (drew off his troops to Saint Denis, and the marefchal 
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Montmorenci was only anxious to fave the life of his father, who recovering his 

fenfes, aiked why the vi&ory was not afcertained by the purfuit of the enemy. 
He expired the fecond day after the battle. 

Not more than three or four hundred men on either fide perifhed in the a&ion, 
which may juflly be termed a draw battle ; but the Proteftants experienced the 
greatgft lofs, on occount of the number of their officers who were killed : The 
fall of the count of Saux, the vidame of Amiens, and feveral others of eminent 
fame and dignity, confiderably aggravated the lofs of the Hugonots. The in- 
trepid bravery of the prince of Conde's troops was witneffed by the Ottoman 
ambafiador, who had taken his ftation with fome of the courtiers in an adjacent 
tower : his furprifc was teftified by exclaiming — " If my mafier had only two 
* c thoufand of thefe white fcarfs to place at the head of the different armies, the 

univerfe would not ftand againfl him for two years/' 

D'AndeJot and Montgomery having refitted fome pontoons on the Seine, and 
joined the army on the night after the battle, the Hugonots again dared their 
enemies to meet them in the field : their defiance not being accepted, the prince 
ef Conde infulted the capital, by beating off the out-guards, fetting fire to fome 
mills, and extending his incurfions into the very fuburbs of Paris. Though 
during the blockade of Paris*, La Noue, by a rare inftance of valour and conduct, 
had, with fcarce a troop of foldiers, pofleffed himfelf of Orleans, and even re- 
duced the citadel. 

After fome days repofe in their quarters near Paris, they turned off to Monte- 
reau-faut-Yonne, whence they meant to proceed towards the confines of Lorraine. 
The prince of Conde led the van with his main battle, the admiral followed 
with the left wing ; and D* Andeiot,. with all the mufqueteers they could mount 
on horfeback, covered the flanks and foraged for the army j.. De Moui, having 
the command of the light cavalry, clofed the rear. After encountering various 
difficulties, and efeaping from an attack of the royalifts, on the feventeenth of' 
December, at Sarri near Chalons, the prince of Conde- was fo fortunate as to 
accomplifh the obje£tof his expedition^ by effetting a jun&ion with, the German 
forces i- 

On the death of Montmorenci,. the duke of Anjou was; at the- inftigation of 
Catharine of Medicis, appointed fo the dignity of lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom, notwithftanding the repugnance of Charles to fuch a promotion.. 

A. D. 1568.] The flames of civil war were fpeedily enkindled throughout the 
different provinces of the kingdom, where continual fldrmifhes took place, be- 
tween the Catholic andT Proteftant chieftains : towns were reduced and; detach*. 

ments defeated on either fide, but no conqueft of importance was either atchieved 
or attempted, until the prince of Conde, on the twenty-firft of Pebruary, in* 

vetted the town of Chartres, which was vigoroufly defended by the. chevalier de 
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E,iniers, with a garrifon of four thoufand' men; After fome ineffe&ual attempts 

to open a breach, the enterprize of turning off the river near D'Eure, was un- • 
dertaken and executed by the Hugonots. The fufpenfion of the corn-mills, which 
enfued from thence, and the fcarcity of other provifions, would loon have re- 
duced the city to the neceffity of capitulating j but while Linieres, by his courage 
and condutt, protra&ed the defence of the place, a treaty of peace was on the 
twentieth of March concluded with the royal commiflioners, by the cardinal of 
Chatillon, at Longjumeau. Upon the point of religion, the articles were re- 
duced to a general head, that of the full reftoration of the laft edift of pacifica- 
tion figned at Amboife, without the reftriftions afterwards annexed to it. The 
king being of age, there was no reference made to his future will and pleafure, 
but the edift was declared to be ratified until it ftiould pleafe God to unite France- 
in the bond of one religion*. 

Scarce three months had elapfed from the conclufion of this treaty* before an * 
evident difpofition in the court to renew the war was evinced. Catharine who 
delighted in exertions of fraud and diffimulation, laid a plan for feizing the per- - 
fon of the prince of Conde and the admiral, whe had retired to their refpe&ive 
feats : but by the generous probity of the chancellor, and the military honour 
of the marefchal de Tavannes, they were warned of their danger, and advifed 
to accelerate their efcape. Encompafled by a body of one hundred and fifty 
horfe, they bent ther courfe towards the Loire, which, by the accident of an 
■ uncommon dry fummer, was found fordable near Sancerre, They had fcarcely 
pafled it, and endeavoured to fecure their rear by porting a party commanded by 
Bois on the banks of the river, when Martinengues came up and attacked this • 
feeble fquadron, who were obliged to fly into the fortrefs of Boni, where they 
foon furrendered. A fudden fwell of the river, regarded as providental by thofe 
who felt the advantage of it, concurred to prevent all immediate purfuit ; and, 
on the ninteenth of September, having been previoufly joined by great numbers ; 
of . their adherents, who flocked to them from all quarters, the- Proteftant chiefs . 
entered the city of Rochelle, to the great joy of the inhabitants. 

By thefpeedy arrival of the queen of Navarre, with her infant fon Henry, the 
foundation of a firmer aflbciation of the blood royal feemed to be laid, and the 
Proteftants prepared for war with more than ufual confidence. A declaration was ' 
now publifhed by the court, offering the king's protection to the Proteftants,- and 
a redrefs of grievences^ if they would return peaceably home but two rigid edi&s 
appeared immediately after (on the firft of October) in diredt contradiction . to 
thofe moderate profeflions. Thefe edifls were, regiftered with extravagant fymp- 
toms of joy,, and a voluntary ratification of them, by a new-invented oath, was 
fubjoined* 

Henry, duke of Anjou, was now employed in preparing his army to march into 
Saintonge, where that of . the Proteftants, which, after the acceflion of Henry of 
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Navarreto.it, was called the army of the princes, had confiderably encreafed in 
number and ftrength. D'Andelot, in his march to join the princes, feized Par- 
thenay : Niort furrendered to his- brother, the admiral j and Fontenai, taken by 
capitulation, added to their conq.uefts*. 

The duke of Anjou's army, augmented. by the. bands of the nobility, the TSwifs 
brigade, and a great train of artillery, now confided of twenty thpufand foot, and 
about four thpufand horfe. . The princes, on their fide, befides the- troops in gar- 
rifon, muftered in. the field to the number of eighteen thpufand infantry and three 
thoufand cavalry. Never before did the contending parties oppofe each other 
with fuch a formidable force, and appear fo nearly matched. Though it was the 
middle of winter, both.armies took the field. On the twenty- ninth of November 
their advanced- guards approached each other, in the vicinity of Lufignan, and, 
by a fingular accident, the camp-mafter on either fide met at Pamprau to arrange 
their refpeftive quarters. Both. parties refufed to quit the ground, though no ad- 
vantage could be reaped, by maintaining it : the refpe&ive leaders entered info the 
difpute with great eagernefs : Martigugs.was fpoii difpatched with eight hundred 
horfe to fupport the Catholics ; while the two Coligni^s, with.fpmewhat more than 
half the number, haftened to oppofetliem. A party, fent by the admiral to re- 
connoitre, the enemy, precipitately engaged ignorant of each other's ftrength, 
the chiefs declined a.general charge j and yet neither would retire. The admiral, 
firft apprehending the rifque he run of being attacked by the whole van, ranged 
his troops, on the brow of a hill in order of batrie ; and their appearance on the 
;eminence, while a party of them fkirmifhed on the pl?iin below, deceived Marti- 
gues in his opinion of their numbers, and induced him, under favour of the 
.night, to fecure his retreat. This rencounter was the prelude to the famous fkir- 
mifli.of Jazeneuil. 

Some Ikirmifhes afterwards occurred between the rival armies, but the extreme 
.rigour of the feafon at length compelled them to put their troops into canton- 
ments, after lofing, each of them, four thoufand. men, chiefly from the. incle- 
mency of the weatherf. 

A. Di 1569.] Nothing of importance was attempted during the winter, by 
the provincial chieftains, who were feparated from the main armies, except the 
fiege of Sancerre, by a Catholic party under Martigues, and that of the abbey of 
Saint-Michael, by a body of Proteftant foldiers. In the firft, three hundred Cal- 
vinifts, ill-provided with arms or ammunition, and having only Joanneau, an ad-? 
vocate, for their captain, defended themfelves, for near fix weeks, againft a body 
■of three thoufand foot, and a troop of horfe, under the command of Martigues, 
and other. experienced warriors, who battered the wails with eight pieces of can-, 
non. Nine hundred of the Catholics were killed, and, after various affauItSj the. 

.fiege was railed. 

- i 
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At the opening of the campaign, the duke of Anjou, having received an ex- 
pefted reinforcement of two thousand Rheiters, andaftrong body of* troops from 
Provence, was refolved, if po'Iible, to bring the enemy to aftion ; while the prince 
of Condc, on the contrary, whole reinforcement had not yet arrived, determin- 
ed to avoid an engagement. The Proteftants directed their march along the bank, 
of the river Charente, which the Catholics, notwithftanding their utmoft precau- 
tions, found means' to pafs imohferved in the night. There was no difeovery 
of their motions till La Noue, before fun-rife, on the thirteenth, making the round 
of the different pofls with fifty horfe, perceived the blue ftanderd of Martigues 
.waving in the mid ft of a fquadron, which advanced towards him. By his retreat 
on full gallop, the .admiral was foon informed of the enemy's approach. The pafs 
of a rivulet was immediately fecured, and the different detachments received orders 
to haften to their rendezvous at Baffac*. As Martigues could not, without farther 
fupport, venture to pu(h beyond the brook, and the fafe paffage of it required 
confiderable force and caution, there was ftiil fufficient time to make an orderly 
retreat with the van. But full three hours paffed before the captains Montgomery, 
Fluviaut and others, could draw together their draggled detachments of horfe, 
which had been previoufly ftationed in the vicinity of Chateau-Neuf. La Noue, 
meanwhile, bravely maintaining, with fome troops of cavalry, the vigorous charge 
of the count de Briflac and Martigues, who drove to encompafs'him, was obliged 
to yield his defence of the rivulet, and, overpowered with numbers, before he 
could reach Baffac, was thrown from his horfe and taken prifoner. His foldiefs, 
driven towards the village, were rallied by D'Andelot, who, with undaunted cou- 
rage, advanced to the charge. This daring commander, after this fhort exhor- 
tation to his men — cc Act now as I do" — was feen, immediately on clofmg with 
the enemy, to lay hold of the beaver of the duke of Monfalez's helmet with one 
hand, and with the other to difcharge a piftol in his face, which laid him dead on 
the ground. By his bravery, Martigues was driven out of Baffac with confidera- 
ble loft, and an opportunity given to the admiral to range the remainder of the 
van, when compelled to evacuate the village, in an advantageous ground behind it. 

As not only Montpenfier, with the whole left wing of the Catholic army, 
but alfo de Tavannes, with the German Rheiters, was on the point of charging 
the admiral, matters were brought to a critical and dangerous extremity, in which 
the refolution tofacrificea part of his troops, in order to fave the reft, hardly af- 
forded the profpe£l of efcaping. It was then a courier was difpatched to the prince 
of Conde, with intelligence of the fituation of the van. That gallant comman- 
der, unufed to linger when fummoned to the field, and undifmayed by danger 
when honour called for his exertions, took the brave and unfortunate refolution 
of haftening to the afliftance of theadmiral, with a choice body of cavalry, while 
the -remainder of his army had orders to follow him, with all poffible expedition. 

This reinforcement only confifted of feven troops of horfe, amounting iji the 
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whole to about three hundrecland fifty men. As they drew up around him, and 
were told what he expe&ed from the valour of men whom he confidered as the 
flower of his army, the duke of Rochefoucaud's horfe reared, and fra&ured the 
bone of the prince's leg. Superior to pain, with an undaunted countenance, fuf* 
fered only with the glow of courage — cc Remember," faid he, u nobility of 
Ci France, that Lewis of Bourbon this day verifies his motto, and efteems the con- 
" dition in which he now goes to encounter the enemy for the fake of his religion * 
cc of you, and of France, a circumftance not unfavourable to his renown." In 
difpofihg his troops to the bed advantage, in fighting with the mod heroic cou- 
rage, the prince difplayed the mod effential qualities of a foldier and a general. 
After a . charge by the prince of Conde, that exceeded any of the former inftance 
of refolution, and by which Montpenfier's van was repulfed, he was attacked on 
the flank by the duke of Anjou's main body, fupported by de Tavannes and the 
Rheiters,.. which overwhelmed his flender battalion. Valour alone prolonged the 
refiftance, till the prince, thrown from his horfe, which was wounded, and able 
only to raife himfelf upon one knee from the ground, furrendered himfelf to 
D'Argens, to whom he delivered his fword. Being placed under a tree, Mon- 
tefquieu,. captain of the duke of Anjou'sSwifs guard, coming up, and being told, 
who he was, (hot him through the head with a piftoi. The infamy of this brutal 
afiafTmation, which was generally abhorred in the Catholic army, was not folely 
confined to theperfon who committed it*, Brantome acknowledges that the duke 
of Anjou ? s intimates had encouragement to believe, that fuch a facrifice would 
not difpleale him-j and fo far from concealing his fatisfa&ion, he is faid, upon 
hearing Cloud des Saintes' panegyric on his viftory, (from which, by the bye, hs 
could' derive neither honor nor credit), to have entertained the defign of erecting a* 
chapel'on the fpot in which the prince of Conde was murdered ; but the prudent 
intelligence of his governor, Carnavalet, prevented, him from raifing fuch a mo^ 
nument of his own infamy.. Robert Stuart, the Scottifh captain,, was alfo killed 
in cool blood, by Honorat de Savoy, marquis of Villars.. The body of the prince 
of Conde, thrown on. an afs, was carried to the caftle of Jarnac, and after being 
expofed to the view of the victorious army, was delivered to his nephew, who in- 
terred it with thofe.of. his anceftors at Vendomef . 

Though the battle of Jarnac lafted fix. hours, only four hundred Proteftants 
perifoed on the part of thevanquifhed, but the fourth part of thefe were gentle- 
men. If, obedience to the orders they had. received, the main body of the Pro* 
teftants had marched up to. the. field, they would inevitably been involved in the 
defeat. But d'Acier,. who commanded the infantry, having advanced to the vil* 
lage of Jarnac, and learned from. tfce fugitives how things were fituated, judged, 
it proper to proceed no farther, and, having broken down the bridge, made a. 
fafe retreat to- Cognac, a,confiderable ; 
gained Sain tes. The admiral with his- j 



cavalry, by the fame means,. 
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The moment the queen of Navarre Avas informed of the event of the battle of 
Jarnac, fhe haftened to Cognac, with the two Henry's, her fon, and the young 
Conde, the one fifteen years of age and the other fixteen. Her introduction, 
foon after, at Tonnay Charente, to an afiembly of the Proteftant chiefs, her af- 
fecting and animating fpeech to a mufter of the officers and troops in the city, 
and the tender (he made of the two youthful princes to fucceed to the title and 
authority of their principal head, fhewed at once her ardour to fupport theinterw 
eft of her family, and her knowledge of the difpofition of the admiral, and the 
other commanders, to concur with her wifhes. An oath of fidelity to the prince 
of Beam being taking by the troops at hand, and Saint Jean: D'Angeli pitched, 
upon for their retreat, and the fecurity of their perfons, the councils of war pro- 
ceeded with little difficulty or interruption. Montgomery was detached to Air- 
gouleme, with feven troops of horfe ; while Piles, who brought a fmall rein- 
forcement from Perigord, received orders to throw himfelf into Saintes;. The 
duke of Anjpu, as was expected, made an attack upon Cognac, in the hope 
of crufhing the remaining part of the Proteftant army, by one iuccefsful ftroke ; 
but D' Acier* who commanded in the place, with eight thoufand foot, compelled 
him to raife thefiege in four days. The duke then entered the Perigord, and re- 
duced fome trifling places with the lofs of feveral of his* beft officers. At the 
fige of Mucidan, the gallant count de BrilTac was killed.. On the other fide, af- 
ter many hazards in the field, various encounters fuftained, and military toils un- 
dergone, the brave D'Andelot, juftly deemed one of the firft commanders of the 
age, whofe intrepidity had gained him thefurnameof T/ja Fear lefs^ was carried off 
by an epidemical fever at Saintes.. 

The hopes of the Proteftants were revived by the arrival 1 of Walfang of Bavaria,, 
duke of Deux-Ponts, with a formidable army of German auxiliaries, amounting 
to feven thoufand fix hundred Rheiters, and fix thoufand Lanfquenets who,, march- 
ing through the heart of France, reduced the town of La Charite on ; the Loire, 
and effected a junction, with the. forces of the princes on the banks of the Vienne ?: 
to the great difgrace of the Catholic army, which had been recently reinforced by- 
two thoufand, foot, and fifteen hundred Rheiters, fent from Flanders by the duke 
of Alva- The duke of Deux-Ponts died on the eleventh of June, the day before 
this junction took place, of a quartan ague, at Chaftus ; having previoufly ap- 
pointed Volrad,. count of Mansfeld, to the chief command of his troops*,, and ex- 
horted the German officers to perform, with fidelity the-fervice expedted of them. 

Though the royalifts> independent of the reinforcement we have already no- 
ticed, had received, from the pope, , a body of five thoufand. Italian foot, and a 
thoufand horfe, under the command of the count of Sanftafiore^ it was deter- 
mined, in a council of war, that -the duke of Anjou Ihould remain on the de- 
fenfive. With this view he pitched his camp at; La Roche-la-belle, t near. Saint 
Irier ih the Limoufin, where he formed fuch entrenchments, as, joined to the 

jiatural ftrength of his fituation, might be well deemed inacceffible by a fuperiqr. 
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force. A. deep valley near a rifing ground, encompafled with mar flies, fupplying 
on one fide the place of artificial lines of defence, the greateft part of the artillery 
was placed there, under the cuftody of the Swifs battalions. AH the troops were 
prote&ed by the circumvallation, except two regiments of foot, which chofe to 
take their ftation on ihe outfide of the marfh, on ground only fenced by hedges 
and trees. Againft thefe regiments the admiral, who had unexpectedly approach- 
ed the camp directed his attacks, and thereby occafioned the combat of La Roche- 
la-belle, (on the twenty-fourth of June) which was reckoned among the molt 
fignal fkirmifhes in the civil wars. Begun by the brave Piles, who threw him- 
ielf, with fome light troops into the midft of the enemy's infantry, and fuftained, 
on the ather fide, by Strozzi, who then firft a£ted as general of the French foot, 
the conflict foon became vigorous and of doubtful iffue. Four hundred Catholic 
foldiers, and no lefs than two-and-twenty of their officers flain on the field, (hew- 
ed the advantage their antagoniifcs had gained, and the little quarter that had 
been given. 

The count of Montgomery was now detached, with a fmall body of forces, to 
effect the reduftion of Beam, which had been feized by the count of Terride, 
the king's governors of Quercy ; and he fulfilled his commiffion with fuch intre- 
pidity and addrefs, as greatly enhanced his military fame. 

The fiege of Poitiers was the firft enterprife of importance attempted by the 
main army of the Proteftants, after the battle of Jarnac ; but the young duke of 
Guife, emulous of his father's fame, threw himfelf into the town, and by his re- 
folute conduct infpirited the garrifon to an obfiinate and fuccefsful defence. After 
lofing two thoufand men before the place, by wounds and an epidemical diforder, 
the admiral drew off his troops, and compelled the duke of Anjou to raife the 
. fiegeof Chatelleraud, which he had recently formed. Confcious, however, of 
•the fuperiority of the enemy's forces, he was ftudious to fliun a decifive engage- 
ment ; but the two armies meeting, on the thirtieth ef September, at a fhort dif- 
. lance from the fmall town of Montcontour, his defign was defeated by the im- 
patient and uneafy temper of his own troops*. 

Already had Coligni, with his vanguard, reached Saint Cler, within two 
leagues of Montcontour, and the chieftans La None and La Nore, detached with 
feven troops of horfe and a party of foot, had taken polfeflion of that village, 
•when the duke of Montpenfier, commander of the Catholic van, informed that 
La Noue, who brought up the admiral's rear with two hundred cavalry, and 
without apprehenfions of an attack, redoubled his pace to fall upon him. La 
Noue, contrary to his ufual diligence, had both deceived himfelf with refpeft to 
the diftance of the enemy, and mifinformed the admiral, who had charged him 
with the bufinefs of intelligence. Confident of the certainty of the report he 

had made, that there were only fome flying parties of the enemy at hand, he re- 

■ * 

r 

* 

r 

- *De Thou, lib. xliv. p. 91^ 
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ceivedthe firfl: charge of Montpenfier's troops as. if .he had been wholly a match 
for them, and boldly flood his ground, till Martigues came up, and -cut off a 
fourth of his party, and put the reft to flight.. But the duke of Montpenfier 
negle&ing to pufh his advantage with fpirit and refolution, allowed the admiral 
time to form his van, and recover from the confirmation into which his troops 
were vifxbly thrown. One error generated another. Montpenfier's irrefolution 
was miflaken for weaknefs, and it was prefumed that he had not flrength- enough 
to refill an attack, if urged with vigour. In the. firfl charge, which was well 
fuftained, a confiderable repulfe was given to Martigues ; but the duke of Mont- 
penfier being reinforced by the frefh troops of the main battle, the retreat became 
difficult and perilous. Clermont D'Amboife, unrecovered from ficknefs, ancl 
without his armour, and with only twenty horfe, diftinguifhed his valour, by de- 
fending the pafs of a rivulet for a confiderable fpace of time, againfl a great body 
of the Catholics. The attion was now changed into a cannonade by the latter, 
which galled the German Rheiters, who kept their pofl on the l^ank. . When 
their attempts to force 1 a paffage failed, and the fire of the cannon ceafed, the 
admiral, under favour of the night, drew off his troops, and encamped between 
the rivulet and the Dive ; thence he next day extended his quarters to Montcon- 
tour and the adjacent villages, where he was covered by the Dive, a narrow 
river, but not every where fordable. Such were the previous movements .and 
combats of the two armies in the interval of three days* before the general en- 
gagements enfued. . . < 

The two armies were drawn up in an open plain, deftitute, on either fide, of 
any natural advantages, and interfered only, at unequal diftances, by afeweafy 
declivities. • The Catholics amounted to twenty -feven thoufand men; the Proteft- 
sints to eighteen. The former appeared to derive confidence from the fuperiprity 
of their numbers, the latter from their hardy and determined courage. Com- 
pofed to. obedience and unanimity, and touched with, the pathetic admonitions of 
the young princes, the German lanfquenets, according to their conflant cuflom, 
on the eve of battle, kneeled on the ground, and promifed to fight and die like 
men of honour. , .Each of the armies was ranged in two great divifions, but fo 
difpofed, that they could all engage at the fame time. The admiral's main battle, 
under count Naffau, was rather advanced towards Ervaux, before the left wing, 
which ^ he ^commanded himfelf, and which flood more direclly oppofed to the 
enemy, as if he had flill aimed at cutting fhort the combat by a retreat. . To his 
, tifual practice of interlining his fquadrons of horfe with fome foot of arquebufiers, 
;He added that of covering the flanks of the divifions of the Rheiters, .with a 
: troop of French cavalry. The Germans, after their firfl rank had fired their 
long pifiols, ufed the method. of wheeling to the rear, in order to charge them 
again ? which expofed them to be more eafily thrown into diforder by the enemy. 
The- fide- long, line of French horfe, who flood firm^ and fought chiefly with their 
lances and their .fwords, was a w;elL-contrived remedy for this inconvenience. The 

troops, on both fides, equalled the bravery of their feveral commanders. After 
Vol. III. X x 
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the firft charge, given by a part of the left wing of the Catholics, under the 
duke of Montpenfier, by which La Mouy's horfe were driven back on fome of 
the infantry advanced before the admiral, the action on the left became general. 
The body of Catholic Rheiters, led by the Rhingrave, pufhed forward in the 
opening made, and endeavoured to break the line of foot. Coligni, who had 
fent to count Naffau for a fquadron of Rheiters to oppofe them, led on, in the 
mean time, fome French arquebufiers to the charge. The Rhingrave turned and 
faced him, and both of them advancing near thirty paces before their . troops, 
difcharged, at the fame inftant, their piftols at each other. The admiral's jaw 
was lhattered by the Rhingrave' s fliot, while his own laid his adverfary dead 
on the ground. Coligni concealed the hurt he had received, lill being almoft 
fufFocated by the blood, he fuffered himfelf to be led oif the field. This accident 
did not prevent the total defeat of the Rheiters, which was accomplifhed by 

Volrad, count Mansfield, a£*tbe head of his Germans. Nearly the whole of 
the left wing of the Catholics was thrown into confufion notwithftanding the af- 
- fiftance of the duke of Aumale, and the marquis of Baden, who were detached 
from the main body to fupport them. The troops of both thefe generals were 
routed by Mansfield, and the latter of them was killed in the charge. As count 

Naifau now advanced againft the duke of Anjou, the battle became furious and 
bloody : the duke's horfe was wounded, his fquadrons began to give way, and 
the Proteftant troops repeated their Ihouts of viftory. But the efforts of their, 
courage, now {trained beyond their numbers and ftrength, required that fupport 
which the Catholics ftill had in a body of referve. It was the arrival of the 
Swifs, brought forward by the marefchal de Colfe, that changed the fate of the. 
day. While three frefh regiments of the referve withftood and repelled the 
thinned and drooping fquadrons of the counts Naffau and Mansfield, they moved-, 
in clofe files to alfault their hated rivals, the German Lanfquenets. The broken. 
Rheiters, having rallied around them, firft pierced the ranks of the Germans^., 
when the Swifs rufhed in like a torrent, and completed their ruin. Here was 
the principal flaughterj of four thoufand Germans, not four hundred were fpared 
by the mercilefs Swifs, who continued to malfacre them after they had thrown? 
down their arms. A fimilar fate would have befallen a body of French infantry,, 
that flood their ground befide the lanfquenets, but for the timely interpofition o£. 
the duke of Anjou, who, after fome hundreds of them had been flain, called ; 
out, u Spare the French/ 5 After feveral vain attempts made by the chief conu 
manders of the Proteftants to reanimate their fcattered troops, and to renew the.. 
fight, they found themfelves compelled to provide for their own fafety. While 
the fugitives fled to Parthenai and Niort, count Naifau, having colle&ed a body, 
of three thoufand Rheiters, faced and repulfed the purfuers j then proceeded to; 
Ervaux, where he crolfed the river Thoue. The admiral's prudence, in fecuring, ; 
by fome detachments j placed there before, the battle, the pafles of < the defiles oil: 

that road, proved the fafety of a confiderable part of the.routed army* 
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This was the only battle of the four they had now fought, in which the Pro- 
teftants could be faid to have been completely vanquifhed. By a moderate com- 
putation, near fix thoufand of their foldiers perilhed in the field, befides the 
havock made among the futtlers and followers of the camp, who were in arms* 
All the baggage waggons of the Germans, which were numerous, and almofi 
all the equipage of the infantry, fell into the hands of the vittors. La Noue. 
and D' Acier were among the prisoners. The one was with difficulty refcued from 
flaughter in cold blood ; and San&a-Fiore was blamed by. the pope for. taking the . 
other alive. About fix hundred of the Catholic cavalry, chiefly. Germans, were: 
flain, and nearly as many wounded* ; but they loft few of their infantry.. 

It was the peculiar charafteriftic of Coligni's mind, that it ever acquired frefH: 
fortitude in adverfity, and its fpirit and fagacity. invariably encreafed in propor— . 
tion to the dangers it had to encounter. The parliament of Paris had recently * 
pubiiftied an arret, calculated to ftimulate the hand of the affaffin, by which: 
they offered a compenfation of fifty thoufand crowns, to any man who fhould 
produce the admiral, dead or alive.f Defpifing thefe ungenerous proceedings, . 
Coligni was only intent on extricating his party from the difficulties in which, 
their late defeat had involved them. He immediately fent.off. difpatches to Eng- 
land,, to the Proteftant princes of Germany, and to the Swifs cantons, with a = 
reprefentation of the iffue of the battle, . that leflened . the idea . of the difafter of. 
the Proteftants, while it implied a want of affiftance in their* prefent circumftanceSo 
It was refolved to garrifon the three towns of Niort,. Angcmleme, and Saint Jean 
D'Angeli; while the chief commanders » conducing: the young princes, along 
with the remains of the army, dire&ed their courfe to Rochelle.. 

The duke of Anjou advancing, with his victories army, met with no oppofition 
till he came to Niort, the defence* of which was entrultedto La Mouy. That: 
gallant officer, exerted his ufual courage on this, occafion, but, on his return from, 
a fally, he received a mortal wound from the hand of an aflaffin, Louvriers 
Maurevel, who (hot him in the reins with a piftol, and efcaped, on a horfe which 
Mouy had given him, to the Catholic camp. This blow had been defigned for 
the admiral;, but the wretch who undertook it having failed of: his aim, endea- 
voured to make fome amends for- his difappointment^ by transferring it to La 
Mouy, efteemed the next to Goligni, in authority and intereft among the Pro- 
teftants. It occafioned the furrender of Niort, and the death of that intrepid 1 
chieftain, who expired, foon: after, at Rochelle,\ whither he had retired for his 
eure.s Aggravated with the- circumftances of perfidious villainy and bafe ingrati- 
tude,, the atrocious- deed expofed the public fanttion given to fuch attempts* by* 
the parliament's arret againft the admiral^ the count of Montgomery, and the 
vidame of Ghartres*. The family of Guile, whofe. creature Maurevel was,ao 
knowledged that, , from motives of private . vengeance againft; Coligni, . they } ha&i 

* v Mezerai ? torn.. viii« p. 35;. \ D'Avila— P'Aubiguev- 
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iinftigaled the aflaffin. It will afterwards appear, that the gratification of that 



Mau 



^revenge correfponded to the cabinet policy of the court 
introduced to perform his part in the tragedy of Saint Bartholomew. 

In the month of November the royalifts came to the refolution of befieging 



J 



•king made his appearance in the camp. Envious of his brother's military fame, 
•Charles could not be hindered from fhewing himfelf in the trenches, and from 
;.partaking of the labour and danger of the common foldiers. " With all my 
?<c heart," — faid he — cc would I confent, that my brother and I fliould reign by 
cc turns, and that he fliould wear the crown for fix months in the year, while 
<c I took the command of the army." At Saint Jean D'Angeli the Catholics 
experienced a moft daring reception : the town, the fortifications, and the 
garrifon were of moderate ilrength*, but the refolutiori of the inhabitants, who 
were Calvanifls, the prefence of feveral valiant officers, and of Piles, who was 
chief commander, fupplied the want of numbers and other defe&s. Though 
breaches were frequently made, yet the befiegers gained no ground, for en- 
trenchments, at which men and women laboured continually rofe to bailie the 
,affault. An honourable capitulation was at length propofed, hut Piles would 
hearken to no terms, till fome alfurances were given that a general treaty was 
on foot. That he might have an opportunity of knowing the refolution of the 
princes, with refpeft to peace or fuccours, a truce for ten days was agreed oh. 
In the night of its expiration, forty foldiers were introduced into the town, and 
iPiles anfwered, to the demand of furrendering according to the conditions, that 
•he was reinforced. The attacks were now renewed with additional fury : more 
rthan fix weeks had elapfed, while the befieged ftill refilled, amidft the ruins; and 
the Catholics feyerely felt what their vi&ory at laft would coft the m, by the fall of 
:Martigues from a fhot, and the carnage of many of their beft foldiers. When 
Piles and valour could do no more, _ of a garrifon which confifted of near two 
rthoufand men, nine hundred marched out, with their arms, colours and baggage. 
By the terms of furrender, they were bound not to appear in arms for four 
months j but the Catholic foldiers, in fpite of their officers, having plundered 
•their baggage, Piles, when efcorted to Angouieme, declared himfelf acquitted of 
the capitulation, and foori marched to join the princes. The fiege protracted to 
•December occafioned difeafes and epidemical ficknefs to ravage in the Catholic 
army; and when the town was reduced, the duke of Anjou found his lofs a- 
mounted to full fix thoufand men. The troops immediately went into winter- 
quarters, and the duke of Anjou retired, with the court, to Angers. 
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himfelf in. a pofition to co-operate with the advancement of the count of Mont 



-K>D'Aubigne, Uv. v. chap. 18. 
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p-omery, from Bern, on the other fide of the Garonne, to join him*. By the 
feizure of Aiguiilon at the confluence of the Lot with this laft river, and the 
pofleffion of Pont St. Marie upon it, he not only defied and bridled the excurfions 
of the enemy from the confines of Guienne and Languedoc, but having, by his 
previous march to Montauban, firft compelled the marefchal D'Amville to raife 
thefiegeof Mazeres, and then forced Montluc to fhut himfelf'up in Agen, he 
began, and, in a fhort time, completed the conduction of a large bridge of boats, 
over the Garonne. It was feeured by piles and chains, and rendered pafiable to 
cavalry. But the troops, under Montgomery, laden with the fpoiis of the 
Gatholics in Beam, advanced To flowly, that the bridge, by the contrivance of a 
mechanic, was deftroyed before their arrival. After Montgomery appeared, fa 
much rime was loft in ferrying over his troops, that the admiral faw it neceflary to 
drop his defign on Guienne, and turn back towards Montauban, in order to pene- 
trate through Languedoc. 

Meanwhile an attempt was made, by a ftrong detachment of toyalifts, to 
blockade Rochelle, which produced innumerable Ikirmiflies. .The honour of de- 
feating this projed was due to the gallant chieftain La Noue, who, after various 

atchievements, in which he fignalized his fkill and courage, marched to befiege a 
fort, lately ere&ed to cover Lucjon, and cut off the communication of Rochelle 
with that quarter of Poitoiu Puy-Gaiilard, fluflied with fome recent advantages, 
and eagerly wifhing for fuch an opportunity to fall on the main body of the Pro- 
teftants, had formed the fchemeof furprifing them on their march. . But La Noue 
difcovered his defigns, and turned them to his ruin. His little army, compofed 
of feveral.old battalions,, and the flower of various garrifons, amounting to full 
fix thoufand men, was totally vanquifhed, with the flaughter of £ve hundred men 
and the captivity of a greater number. This vi&ory paved the way to the re-efta- 
bliihment of the Proteltants in the Pays d'Aunis, in Saintonge, and the borders 
of Poitou, though the brave atchiever of it, in befieging Fontenay foon after, re- 
ceived a (hot in his arm, which, to prevent the effe&s of a gangrene, lie fuffered 
to be cut off. DeThou, in his description of the battle of Lu^on, obferves that 
La Noue, no lefs remarkable for modefty than courage, had altogether funk, in 
his commentaries, the exemplary figure of his valour and humanity on this occa- 
fion. '* When the Lanfquenets, in revenge for the cruelty they experienced at Mon- 
contour, were putting all who fell in their way to thefword, he obliged them to 
give quarter. When Lucjoncapituiated, and a complaint was made by the Catho- 
lic commander of fome baggage being taken, contrary to the terms agreed on, he 
made good the damage out of his own private fortune. Such behaviour was 
then as rare among the warriors, as referve, equal to that of La Noue, in the dif- 
play of their own a&ions, has proved uncommon in modern authors of memoirsf. 
A. D. 1570.] The admiral, having been difappointed of fixing his quarters 

in Guienne, undertook, in the midft 1 of ^winter, to traverfe the kingdom by a 

■X- De Thou. t Anderfon, 
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march from Mantauhan, through Languedoc, to the mouth of the Rhone, and 

from thence, along the courfe of that river, and that of the Saone, to the en- 
trance of Burgundy and the head of the Seine. This arduous undertaking he 

fuccefsfully accomplifned, and, furmounting every obftacle that oppofed his paf- 
fage, after pillaging above fifty, and burning a hundred places, he aftonifhed the 
court, which believed him entangled inja train of inextricable difficulties, and to- 
tally incapacitated from giving them annoyanQe, by the news of his arrival in the 
confines of Burgundy. He gradually approached to La Charite on the Loire, 
ftill occupied by a Proteftant garrifon ; but his army, by difafters, defertion and 
difeafe, in a inarch of more than four hundred French leagues, during the courfe 
of eight months, with fcarcely a week's intermiflion of fatigue, was worn, out 
and reduced to half its former number. Recruited with fome companies from 

Dauphine and Geneva, and a party brought from La Charite by Briquemaut, it 
amounted not in foot and horfe to five thoufand men. Yet this fmaii number of 
combatants, under the conduct of bold and experienced commanders, preferved 
the honour of their party, and forced peace to themfelves and to France, by 
defeating the marefchal de CoiTe, who attacked them, at Arnay-le-Duc, on 
the twenty-third of June, with thirteen thoufand men, and twelve pieces of can- 
non. The attack lafted feven hours, at the expiration of which the Catholics al- 
lowed the admiral to march forward with his army, and pitch his camp between La 
Charite, Sancerre and Vezelai, three towns garrifoned by his confederates, which 
was the ftation he fought for the repofe of his troops; the re-aflemblage of the 
fcattered forces of the Proteftants, and die revival of the war in the heart of the 
kingdom. 

During thefe operations fome overtures for a negociation had been made by the 
court, but the refufal to allow the public exercife of the reformed religion, had 
hitherto prevented the conclufion of a treaty. When, however, the admiral's 
troops began to extend their excurfions to the vicinity of the metropolis, a fudden 
alteration took place, and a folicitous difpofition to peace, on the part of the court, 
appeared. A treaty was accordingly concluded, in the month of Auguft, at St. 
Germain-en-Laye, containing forty-fix articles. Befides the public exercife of the 
Proteftant religion, unconfined by the reftridtions of the edift of Rouffillon, and 
an amnefty conceived in the moft ample terms, with a declaration of the nullity 
and repeal of all profcriptions, civil and criminal of the Proteftants during the 
war, and a recognition of their privileges of admiffion into all employments and 
dignities civil and military ; the Hugonots were allowed, in procefles before the 

provincial parliaments, to except, without aligning any reafon, againft three 
judges in each chamber. In the parliament of Bourdeax they could object to four ; 
and with refpeft to that of Thouloufe, on account of its moft notorious bigotry 
and prejudice againft the Proteftants, authority was granted them to decline its ju- 
rifdi&ion, and carry their caufesto any other parliament, or to the court of re- 

quefts in Paris. But what diftinguifhed this edift of pacification from every pre- 



•if** 

1571] CHARLES THE NINTH. 1 269 

ceding one, was the affignmenf of the four cities of Rbchelle, Cognac, Montau- 

ban, and La Charite, to the Proteftants, to be holden by them, for the fecurity 
and the fulfilment of the articles of peace, for two years. It was not only publifh-- 
ed by regiftration in the court of parliament, but its punctual obfervance and 
execution were to be fworn to, by the lieutenants and prefidial magiftrates of the 
provinces. Such was the conclufion of the third civil war, and the. tenor of 
the peace obtained by the Proteftants in France, who having experienced, as ' 
Sully fays # , feveral hard reverfes of fortune, yet through the wife conduft of 

their chiefs, and the aufpicious genius of Henry, king of Navarre, fupported- 
themfelves with reputaion and honour till this period, at which that inftruclive 
and valuable piece of hiftory, his memoirs begin. 

• Soon after this peace, Charles united himielf to the archduchefs Elizabeth, . 
daughter of the emperor, Maximilian the Second \ an amiable princefs, who, , 
with the hand, obtained not the heart of her royal confort, which had been long 
engaged to his miftrefs, the beautiful Mary Touchet. Foreign dates and princes \ 
confidered the choice of the daughter of Maximilian for his confort, as a happy 
prefage of the termination of the natural broils about religion, by a conformity 
to the wife policy and pacific conduct of that prince. Among other congratu- 
lations the king received one, prefented by the envoys of the princes of the 
Augfbourg confeffion, lately met at the Diet of Spiers, which was remarkable 
for turning chiefly on the propriety of the late edi£t of peace, and the benefit 
of religious toleration. Charles's anfwer was decent, and not unfavourable to . 
ad with vigour in maintaining the treaty, which he chofe to call his own peace. . 

A. D. 1570, 1 57 1.] 9 The advantageous terms of this treaty, and the folemn 
profeffions which Catharine and Charles made to maintain it inviolably, did note 
loon throw the Proteftant princes and chiefs off their guard. . Experience had 
taught them circumfpe&ion, and they fcarcely dared encourage the hope of* 
finding fincerity where they had fo often met with deceit. . Willing; however,., 
to judge of the truth of thofe amicable declarations from fa&s, they. kept to- 
gether in a body, and chofe Rochelle for a retreat, and the place of . their com- 
mon confultationsf. During their refidence there a variety of circumftances oc- • 
curred to rouze their apprehenfions and prove their jealoufy. It afforded- them 
grounds for refle&ion, that the fecret. articles of the pacification were not yet 
regiftered in the parliament ; that the. marquis of. Villars - 9 . an inveterate foe to the.- 
Proteftants, was appointed, to. the. lieutenancy; of the province of Guiehne, of 
Which the prince of Navarre was governor ; and. that queen Jane, his mother,, 
was excluded from the poffeffion of one of. her. towns. Other: complaints -which, 
prefently arofe on the oppofition- made by the Catholics in.fome places to the 
freedom of the Proteftant; worfhip, and. the renewal of former irifults by, them, 

would. foon have, made; an, additional impreffion, that might not have, been . fo > 

? - Memoirs, lib. i , . 1 Matthieu— Sully* , 
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eafily efJhced. But the king appeared peculiarly anxious to remove every fubjefifc 
oF difcontent.: he fent the marefchal de Cofle and La Proutiers, mailer of re* 
-quefts, to Rochelle, with ample Jnftrudions to obviate contefts about the ex- 
plication of the edifts, and to confult with the Proteftant chiefs about the proper- 
eft methods of enforcing its general obfervance. Such obfequious attention, 
which they had never before experienced, tended to blunt the edge of their 
complaints. De Cofle performed his commiffion to more advantage, from the 
favourable idea the Proteftants entertained of his chara&er : the encouragement 
he gave them to hope for every equitable conceffion from the king, and the re- 
presentation he made of the favourable turn of the politics of the court, were 
credited ; and that part of his meflage, which refpe&ed the marriage of the king 
of Navarre to Margaret, Charles's fifter, appeared to be a confirmation of thofe 
affurances. Having, by this introduction, fmoothed the way to friendly inter- 
courfe, the marefchal returned to court, whither he was foon followed by Telig- 
ni, Briquemaut, and the courifellor de Cavagne, whom the princes had ap- 
pointed to found the difpofitions of the miniftry, and to profecute the full exe- 
tcution of the articles of the ediflt. 

Thefe deputies had every reafon to be contented with the reception they ex- 
perienced from the king, whom they found employed in checking the reftlefs 
fpirit which the civil war had engendered by the molt vigorous and determined 
meafures* When intelligence was received that the Proteftants at Rouen Had 
been attacked by the foldiers as they were going to the conventicle, Charles 
waited not for folicitation, but dire&ly proceeded to do juftice againft the offen- 
ders. The marefchal Montmorenci, attended by a prefident and other judges of 
the parliament of Paris, being difpatched, on purpofe to take cognizance of the 
riot/ the ringleaders of it were punifhed with death ; others fined ; and a capital 
fentence was denounced againft all who fled. On feveral other occafions the 
fame favourable difpofition appeared.: DeVillars's commiffion of lieutenancy was 
fufpended, and affurances were given that the queen of Navarre, and the prince 
her fon, fliould be allowed the full exercife of all their rights and privileges. 

Of the fincerity of thefe proceedings the propofed marriage of the king's fifter 
to Henry the young king of Navarre, and the alledged defign of entering into 
a war with Spain, Teemed to afford plain and inconteftible evidence. De Biron 
grand-mafter of the artillery, whofe conduit during the war, as well as his gene- 
ral chara&er, rendered him an acceptable negociator, was commiffioned by the 
king to repair to Rochelle, and make the formal propofition of the firft of thefe 
points to the queen of Navarre, and to declare his intentions about the fecond. 
The arguments he was inftru&ed to infift upon, with refpeft to the match, were 
fuch as not only tended to remove difficulties, and fubdue' fcruples, but to 
produce a convittion, in the minds of the Proteftant chiefs, that the king's 
aim and motive ink were entirely amicable. Charles, indeed, exprefsly declared 

that he beftowed his fifter upon the prince of Navarre with a view to render the 
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connubial tye a general one, to attach all the Hugonots to his government, and 

to banilli their apprehenfions concerning the immutability of his edi&s of peace. 
The refufal of Pius the Fifth to grant a difpenfation for the confanguinity, in- 
{tead of flackening his intention, ferved rather to move his fpleen againft the 
court of Rome. Even the princefs Margaret's known inclination for the duke 
of Guife, animated Charles to a pitch of refentment againft the favoured lover, 
whofe prefumption he thought might lead him to offer an indignity to the houfe 
of France*. In a fit of indignation he prefented two fwords to baftard of 
Angouleme, requiring him to take one of them and kill the duke of Guife, or 
expert his own death by the other. Hcs rage however was calmed by the fpeedy 
marriage of the duke to the widow of the prince of Porcien. The chief pretence 
urged for breaking with the court of Spain, was the recent death of Elizabeth, 
fitter to Charles and wife to Philip, whom that inhuman monfter, after he 
had caufed his ion, the unhappy Don Carlos, to be poifoned, was ftrongly 
fufpe&ed of having facrificed to his jealoufy. Queen Catharine perfuaded the 
Proteftant chiefs that (he had thus an interefting motive to concur with them in 
hating the Spanifh monarch, and revenging upon him the miferable death of her 
daughter. 

The articles of the contract of marriage between Henry and the princefs Mar- 
garet were fpeedily arranged : the dowry to be given with the princefs was three 
hundred thoufand crowns, valued at fifty-four fous each ; and the queen of Na- 
varre refigned to her fon the rents of the county of Armagnac, and twelve 
thoufand livres out of her own jointure lands. On the part of the king every 
thing was facilitated. A brief conceived in fuller terms, to remove the objec- 
tions of the cardinal of Bourbon, was obtained from Gregory the Thirteenth, 

who now fucceeded to the pontificate, upon the death of Pius the Fifth. It was 

even known to be the king's intention, that part of the nuptial ceremony, re- 
quired by the Roman ritual, fliould be difpenfed with. 

In confequence of the nuptial compaft, the intercourfe of the Proteftant chiefs 
with the court, became more unreferved and frequent; and even the admiral, and 
the more prudent leaders, who were dill inclined to circumfpeftion and referve, 
began to be moved to confidence by other confiderations. The connexion which 
Charles affefted to enter into with the court of England, where queen Elizabeth's 
marriage with the duke of Anjou was folicited, firft by the cardinal of Chatilion, 
and then by marefchal Montmorenci ; his employment of Gafpar Schomberg in 
Germany, 1 * 'to court the alliance of duke Cafimir and fome other princes, and to 
folicit levies for the war in the Low Contries ; and fome military preparations that 
feemed to be made both by fea and land, for a rupture with Spain, were confi- 
dered as unequivocal demonftrations that the king was determined to fhake off the 
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dependent authority in the government of the {late, and to confult the intereft 
and honour of the nation. It was upon this judgment of Charles's intentions 
that Count Lewis of Natfau repaired in difguife, along with fome of the Protec- 
tant chiefs, to Blois, where the court then was, in order to inform the king of 
the ftate of the war in the Netherlands, and to perfuade him with what advantage 
he might now engage in it. His reception was favourable ; and the anfwer given 
by Charles about the war, artfully ferved as a proof that he wanted not inclina- 
tion, but encouragement and freedom to aft in the manner the count and his 
partifans wiSied him to do. Charles fignified, that however well difpofed he 
might be to adopt their political plan, not only the difficulties that might attend 
the enterprife of the Spanifli war, but his own fituation with refpedt to proper 
confidents in that bufmefs, embarrafled him; and therefore, as a previous and 
necefiary ftep to his final refolution, he defired to have the afliftance and counfel 
of the admiral Coligni. The peculiar circumftances of this chieftain required 
that fuch addrefs fhould be ufed with him. As the pillar of his party, during 
the whole courfe of the cival war, more the obje£t of refentment, and more 
dreaded than any other, and one againft whom the family of Guife ftill main- 
tained an avowed enmity, he had the ftrongeft reafons to be cautious how he 
ventured his perfon at court and in the capital. Efteemed and refpe&ed by 
foreign princes, he had inducements, both from ambition and intereft, not to 
be precipitate in engaging himfelf with the court; but to preferve during the 
public peace, a kind of independency, which while it was mod confident with 
his perfonai fafety, would fecure the attachment of the Proteftants to him, and 
ftrengthen their party. But in circumftances thus critical the admiral was fway- 
ed by his principles of patriotifm, which rendered him ever anxious to -ferve his. 
king and country. He yielded therefore to the concurring entreaties of his friends, 
themarefchal de CoiTe and Montmorenci, who joined with count NafTau inper- 
fuading him to difmifs his remaining apprehenfions. Having taken his refolu- 
tion, he left Rocheile and repaired to the court at Blois, in the month of Sep- 
tember ; whither the queen of Navarre, foon after, prepared to follow him, in, 
order to put the finilhing hand to the marriage treaty. 

'The queen of Navarre, her children, and all the Proteftant chiefs, experien- 
ced from Charles and his mother, the moft flattering reception ; the king in par- 
ticular fpoke of the noblemen of that party in the higheft terms of commenda- 
tion. The admiral he always addreifed by the endearing appelation of father,., 
and took upon himfelf the tafk of reconciling him with the princes of the houfe 
of Guife : nor were his aftions lefs expreffive of friendship than his words : a 
hundred thoufand livers, as an ir>demmfication for his private Jofles. in the late 
war, were affigned to Coligni, and, by a fpecial grant, he was allowed a year's 
revenue of the rich, benefices that belonged to his brother*, the cardinal of ChatiJ- 
Ion, who had recently died in England. The admiral's feat and rank at. the 

council table was alfo reftored to ; him, and the king feemed to depend on his.. 
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advice both with regard to the alliances to be formed and the meafures to be 
taken, in confequence of the pretended refolution to declare war againfl Spain:"' 
fuch was the deep laid-fcheme of deception now praftifed by Catharine and her 
ibn, that Sully juftly calls it, " an almoft incredible prodigy of diflimulation : T ? J 
and fuch indeed it mud have been to have completely impofed on a man of Co- 
ligni's fagacity and penetration 
A. D. 1572.] 
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(at Paris, whither fhe had repaired to provide for thefolemnity 
of her fon's nuptials) with a diforder, which, in the fhort fpace of five days, 
put a period to her exiftence; her death is, by all the Proteftant hiftorians, af- 
cribed to the effe&s of poifon, adminiftered in a pair of fcented gloves, prepared 
for the purpofe, by Rene, a Florentine, perfumer to the queen mother j but this 
is ftrenuoufly denied by the Catholics, and the teftimony of De Thou and Mat- 
thieu, who mention an internal abfcefsas the caufe of her diflblution, appears to- 
be conclufive. 

• While Charles, who had fecretly permitted the levying foldiers, under Genlis,, 
and La Noue, for the fervice of the prince of Orange, ftill, under various pre- 
tences, evaded an open declaration of hoftilities with the Spanifli monarch, 
accounts were brought of the entire defeat of that auxiliary band, by the duke 
of Alva's forces. Affefted with this intelligence, and believing that, in fuch a 
crifis, dhe might pu(h the king to an abfolute determination for war, the admiral 
repaired to Paris, whither he had been folicited to come by letters from his 

majefty. ^ ^ 

But Coligni was unable to impart to many of his aifociates the confidence he 
himfelf repofed in the fincerity of Charles ; to their vague admonitions, however,, 
conveyed both in words and writing, the gallant veteran replied, in a manner that 
evinced at once the fortitude and integrity of his heart. " The peace is made," 
faid he, " and I have taken my refolution to truft the faith of the king ; and will 
46 rather be dragged through the ftreets of Paris than have recourfe again to a. 
<c civil war." Credulity, influenced by fuch fentiments, muft command our 
admiration, while it encreafes our abhorrence of the wretches who were fo bale- 
as to impofe on it. In one of the remonftrances, fent to the admiral by fome of 
his adherents, he was called upon to reflect on that authorized maxim of the: 
church of Rome — that faith was not to be kept with heritics. Queen Catharine: 
was reprefented as the true progeny of Rome, and the difciple of Machiavel : her 
fan, trained up in the fame principles, was faid to emulate her vindictive fpirit,. 
and to have fworn never to forget the attempt of the Proteftants at Meaux, that 
in fpite of their fubtle conduct, it was alledged, they had fometimes betrayed their 



diffimulation 



•upon the queen of Navarre's arrival at Blois, was a manifeft proof. " Hj 
^-faid Charles — u a&ed my part well ?" — cc Admirably \" — replied his 
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you muft continue it to the end/ 5 — " I will not finilh 
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— returned Charles, with horrid execrations, to the ufe of which he was greatly 

addicted — 66 until I bring them all into the toils." — Coligni, excufing the violent 
flile of thefe remonftrances, gave a calm reply, while the king of Navarre and the 
;prince of Conde, to whom they were alfo addrefled, treated them with a degree of 
fcorn and contempt. 

The brief granted by Gregory the Thirteenth, for the marriage of the king of 
Navarre with Margaret of Valois, being arrived, the ceremony was performed, by 
the cardinal of Bourbon, and according to the agreement was neither altogether 
after the Popifli nor the Protellant form*. A variety of magnificent entertainments 
which followed the marriage for feveral days, diffufed the relifh of focial joy and 
feftivity, in the participation of which, not only all the fparks of former difcord 
feemed to be quenched, but a happy pledge to be given of the future union of the 
jarring parties, and of the tranquility of the flate. But the dark defigns, for 
promoting which Catharine and Charles had fo long bent the efforts of their 
diffimulation, were now brought to a crifis. Their fcheme of drawing the prin- 
cipal leaders of the Proteftants to Paris, had, by means of the nuptials, and their 
delufion of the admiral, fucceeded almoft beyond their hopes. Above feven hun- 
dred of the nobility and gentry of that perfuafion, the flower of their chieftains, 
who followed the young king of Navarre, the prince of Conde, and the admiral, 
to the court, were now lodged in the city or fuburbs, difarmed, unprepared, and 
incapable of refilling the force, that might be fuddenly raifed againfl them. • 

The affaffination of the admiral was the firfl flroke of vengeance refolved on by 
the deteftable j unto of Catharine and her fon ; and the duke of Guile, who was 
known to harbour an inveterate enmity to Coligni, was the perfon appointed to 
conduft this infamous tranfaftion. Louvriers Maurevel, who had already been 
employed by Guife on a fimilar occafion, willingly accepted the commiffion, and 
repaired to the place appointed by his worthy patrons, for the perpetration of the 
deed. The admiral, on his return from the Louvre to his own apartments, had to 
pafs by the cloifter of the church of Saint Germain L'Auxerrois. At this place, 
within the ho ufe of Ville-Mur, one of the canons, who had been preceptor to the 
duke of Guife, the affaflin had fixed his ftation ; and, on the morning of the 
twenty- fecond of Auguft, as the admiral paffed the houfe, at a flow pace, (being 
employed in reading a paper that was prefented to him on the way), Maurevel 
fired his arquebufs at him, loaded with two bullets, one of which tore a finger off 
his right hand, and the other lodged deep in his left arm. While all who attended 
him were ftricken with amazement, Coligni coolly pointed to the window whence 
the {hot came ; and having dire&ed Piles and Monnins to go and acquaint the king 
with what had happened to him, and got his arm bound up, he walked home, fup- 
ported by his do medics. To fome who expreffed their apprehenfions that the bails 
might be poifoned, hefaid, with perfedt compofure, " Nothing will befall me but 
what is the pleafure of God." The painful operations of wrenching off his fhat- 
tered finger, with a blunt inflrument, and of extra&ing the bullet from his arci* 

:he endured with undifturbed looks, and an admirable firmnefs. 
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Many of the Catholics /exprefled their utter deteftation of this atrocious attempt; 
and the king being informed of it, while playing at tennis with the duke of Guife, 
evinced the ftrongeft emotions of rage, and throwing down his racket, exclaimed, 
* c Shall I never have peace ? Shall I always be expofed to new troubles" ? Then 
retiring to the Louvre, he fwore he would find out theaffaflzn, wherever he lurked. 
Maurevel, however, had eluded the fearch of the admiral's attendants (who had 
inftantly forced open the door of the houfe) and having. a frefh horfe prepared for 
him — from the king's ftables, as;Sully afTerts — at the gate of Saint Antoine, efFe&ed 
his efcape from the city. 

The Proteftants were f hrown into the utmoft confirmation, and the king of 
•Navarre and the prince of Conde, with feveraLof their followers, repairing to the 
palace, implored the king's permiffion to leave the metropolis, where they were 
hourly expofed to the mercilefs fury of their unprincipled enemies. But Charles 
-attempted, by execrable oaths, and every expreffion of refentment, to convince 
•them how deeply affected he was with the commiffion of the crime, and how 
♦refolutely bent upon punifhing every one that might be found accefiary to it, as 
well as the perpetrator himfelf ; affuring them, that the enquiry and acts of juftice 
the would infift upon, fhouid be fuch as might be exemplary in the ftate, and fully 
Satisfy them and the admiral, who was the fufferer j adding, that it was fit they 
.fhouid ftay in Paris to be witneffes of his conduct. The queen-mother was equally 
loud in her expreflions of abhorrence, and her threats of revenge. The meafures 
taken for the difcovery of the affaffin, and the king's public declaration of his 
fentiments, convinced the princes of his fincerity, and, though it did not remove 
•the grounds of their apprehenfions, left them no reafon for infilling upon their 
irefolution of leaving-Paris. 

^Coligni received ;a vifit from fome of the Catholic chiefs, and afterwards from 
the king: himfelf, attended by his mother and brothers, when the fame declarations 

• which had been made to the princes were renewed. A general confutation of the 
Proteftant leaders was holden foon after, on the fubjedt of providing for their 

• common fafety ; at which the vidame. of Chartres and feveral others infilled on 
:the neceflity of their immediate removal from Paris, to fome place of greater 

Security*. But this refolution was too fuccefsfully oppofed by Teligni, whofe 
-arguments prevailed witH the majority. A meflage, however, was fent, in the 
admiral's, name, to the king, informing him, that the temper of the Parifians, 
<which was always violently biaffed againft him and his friends, now appeared to be 
fuch as to render fome extraordinary precaution neceffary for reftraining them from 
.a£ts of violence ; and the appointment of a guard about Coligni's lodgings was 
propofrd as a proper expedient. This imprudent propofal, which tended to put 

• the admiral in the immediate power of his enemies, was chearfully acceded to by 

4ihe king and the duke of Anjou. Coffeins, captain of the royal guard, attached 

■ 
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to the duke of Guife, was ordered to take his ftation, with a company of picked^ 
men, before the houfe where the admiral lodged, (at an inn in the Rue. Betify) 
and, to prevent fufpicion, a few Swifs belonging to the king of Navarre's body 
guard, were intermixed with them. A. farther advantage was yet taken of this 
injudicious requeft : it was defired by the king;, that for the better prote&ion of. 
the admiral, the Proteftant nobility fhould be lodged in the neighbourhood.- The 

city officers* were appointed, to provide apartments for them, and public proclama- 
tion was made, prohibiting all. Catholics, under pain of death, from, approaching, 
them. 

A fecond confultation, however, was holden by the Calvinifls, and the admirail 
again prefTed to retire, but, fteady to his purpofe, Goligni rejected the folicitations : 
of his friends;, and to their arguments replied,. " By a- retreat, I mull difcover 
" either my fear or my diftruft.. By the one my honour would. fuffer, by the 
* c other, an injury be done to the king. I. fhould be again compelled to have 
Ci recourfe to a civil war ; and my choice is, to die rather than behold themiferies ; 
ce I have witnefifed. or endure the diftrefies I have already fuftained." The con-- 
ference about quitting Paris being thus refumed, the vidame of Chartres, and-' 
many others of his opinion, having declared their fixed refolution to retire to the 
fuburbs ; intelligence of the debate among them, and of the uncertainty how it 
might conclude, was carried to the queen-mother; by one of the Proteftant chiefs,, 
fuppofed to be Bouchvananes, on accouut of his intimacy with her. - 

In confequence of this intelligence, a fecret council was immediately holden at 
the palace, at which the propofal for the horrid maflacre which enfued, is faid to* 
Bave been made; but being ftrenuoufly oppofed by the count de. Retz, who 
painted it in its proper colours,, no refolution was adopted, and the council broke. 1 
tip. But r after fome private confultation between Charles and his mother, the- 
former called back his counfellors from the gate, and told them, that th^re was an - - 
end of his government, unleffc the propofal that had been, made was adopted, , and 
that he fhould hold all fuch as difapproved the meafure, to be difloyal. 

The meafures already taken facilitated the execution of this abominab 7 e enter- 
prize, the accomplifhment- of which was fixed for the next day, which was the. 
feaft of Saint Bartholomew. The duke of Guife, v/hofe retreat from court after 
the admiral was wounded, together with the king's afFe&ed indignation againft 
him, had been: made ufe of to deceive the Proteftants, was again called upon to 
a£t his part*. In the mean time,, to irritate, the populace, a report was induftrioufly : 
circulated through the city,, that the king had fent for the marefchal Montmorenci: 
from Chantilly, whither he had retired, and that he was expe&ed in Paris with a: 
large body of horfe to quell the citizens. Their agitation became perceptible in ■ 
the ftreets, where they afiembled in crowds ; while the loads of arms, and bands 
of foldiers that paffed to the' Louvre;, provoked their commotions. ■ The king of/ 

Navarre was told by Charles^ with the utmoft fhew.of amity and confidence, that 

# De Thou— D'Aubigne. 
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in the prefent (late of affairs, it was neceflary to.be upon their guard againft the 
turbulence of the people; and that it was fit he fhould not only keep all his^ 
domeftics about him in the Louvre,, but that he Ihould call others of his moft 
trufly attendants to lodge there in cafe of any tumult. Teligni, who heard 
various alarming reports, interpreted everything favourably, concealed part of * 
them from the admiral, and confirmed him in his fatal fecurity.- After Cofiein's* 
guard was doubled, and the night was far advanced, the duke of Guife,. having 
permiffion from, the king, called- feme captains of the Swifs and French com- 
panies of guards, and informed them that the hour was come, in which the king 

was determined to avenge himfelf of a race of men, odious to God and his 
church, and offenfive to human fociety; that a fmall exertion of their obedience 
and courage was neceflary to the accompiifliment of this objeft, which would 
atchieve what numerous battles had failed to effeft*. He then ordered them to 
range their foldiers on both fides of the palace, and to fuffer none of the prince 
of Bourbon's fervants to pafs without the gates. A command was then de- 
livered by. Guife to Charron, prefident of the chamber of accounts, and lately 
admitted to the office of provoft of the merchants, to aflemble the officers of 
the city militia in the town-hall, and, after iffuing orders for arming their people^ 

there to wait for farther inftru&ions.. The late provoft- marfliall was employed, 
to communicate the import of the king's orders to the aldermen and burgefies,. 
who were told ," That it was his majefty's will and decree to make an utter 
extirpation of the rebellious Hugonots* againft whom they had now full liberty 
to ufe their arms : that orders would^ be immediately difpatched, for the fame : 
purpofe, to the other cities of the kingdom, to which the Parifians ought to fee- 
an example, by neither fparing nor concealing any of the impious tribe that, to 
avoid confufion, and to diftinguifti themfelves from their adverfaries, fleeves of 
white linen Ihould be worn on their left arms, and crofies of the fame in -their- 
hats :* that torches and lanthorns Ihould be lighted in the windows of every houfe;^ 
and that they ought to proceed quietly, and avoid all noile, until the fignal t<* 
begin the work fhould be" given, by founding the great bell at the pakce." 
All the neceflary orders being thus iflued, the murderers, at the dead hour of 
midnight, took the ftations affigned them j and the files of foldiers, drawn up* 
in the different ftreets and crofs-ways,. only waited for the expe&ed fignal to fall: 
with fury on the Proteftants.- 

As the fatal hour drew nigh, Charles is faidto have been goaded by the flings 
of remorfe, and to have betrayed fuch fear and irrefolution, that all the art of his : 
mother was requifite to extort from hirii an order, of the affafiins to begin their 
dreadful bufihefs. " Shall the occafion"- — faid the blafphemous Catharin 
** that God prefents, of avenging the obdurate enemies of your authority, be 

fuffered to efcape through want of courage ?- How much better is it to tear in 
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" pieces thofe corrupt members, than to rankle the bofom of the church, the* 
cc fpoufe of our lord? 5 ' This impious exhortation expelled from his bofom 
every fentiment of humanity, and, his eyes glared with rage, he thus pronoun- 
ced the horrid mandate — cc Go on and let none remain to reproach me with the 
" deed.* Having thus obtained her aim, Catharine anticipated the fixed hour 
of the fignal, which was given by ringing the bell of the church of Saint Ger- 
main de L'Auxerrois.f 

The duke of Guife immediately ifTued forth, with a felefl party, to perpetrate 

the murder of the admiral, and meeting fome Proteftants in the ftreets, who had 
been alarmed by the found of the bell, a firing of piftols enfued, which being 
heard in the palace, Charles's terror and irrefolution returned, and a meffage was 
difpatched by Catharine to countermand the duke of Guife, which fhe well 
knew would arrive too late, and be totally disregarded. Already had .that princely 
affaflin befet the admiral's lodgings, the gate of which being (hut and guarded 
would have required fome time to force open; but Cofleins having demanded 
admittance in the king's name, La Bonne, who kept the keys, having no fuC- 
picion of what was going forward, admitted him, and was inftantly (tabbed. 
Some of the king of Navarre's Swifs foldiers flew to the inner gate, and en- 
deavoured to barricade it. The noife awakened the admiral, who, unufed to 
apprehenfion, believed it to be only fome riot of the populace, which the guard 
-would foon quell. But the clamour encreafing, and feveral (hots being fired in 
the court, he rofe from his bed, and covered himfelf with his night-gown, when 
he was foon convinced, by his attendants, who hurried to his chamber, that the 
. word was to be feared. Being few in number, and mod of them only domef- 
tics, their pale looks and trembling geftures denounced the immediate fate they 
expe&ed. " This inftant," — exclaimed one of them — " God calls us to meet 
<c death." " It is enough" — faid Coligni — " that I know it." He leaned for 
fome moments againft the wall, while the minifter Merlin prayed. Then with a 
countenance undifmayed, " Away," faid he, cc my friends, fave yourfelves, if 
xc poffible.: now I have no need of your help ; to that of God I have commended 
<€ my foul. But let not your unprofitable (lay be mourned by your wives and 
XQ children, as a fad infelicity, occafioned by your attendance upon my exit." 
All but two of them, whofe fidelity to their mafter rofe fuperior to the fear of 
death, fled into the upper rooms of the houfe. In a few minutes the door was 
imrft open, and a groupe of feven armed ruffians entered the apartment. Befme, 
a German, ftept before the reft, and flourifliing his fword, exclaimed " Art 
thou Coligni ?" "lam," replied the admiral, with a (leady voice and firm 
^countenance, " and you, young foldier, ought to refpedt my grey hairs. But 
'* c come on," faid he to Befme, " do what thou wilt, thou canft (horten my life 

f £ but little." At that inftant h_e received the villain's fword in his bread* whkk 
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father courted than fliunned the blow, and a repitition of (labs foOtt deprived him 

of life, which he yielded up without uttering a groan. The affaffins themfelves 
were ftricken with the invincible intrepidity of hisfpirit; and one of them, whofe 
name was Attin, declared, that never had a man been feen to brave fuch a death* 
with fo much magnanimity. His body was thrown from the window into the 
court-yard, where the duke of Guife waited to enjoy his daftardly triumph. 
Having wiped the blood from the face, he exclaimed, in a tone of exultation, 
46 We have begun well, my friends, let us proceed to complete the reft with 
courage ; it is the king's command, we obey." Immediately the alarm-bell of 
the palace was rung, and the populace were rouzed to fpread the mafiacre. The 
admiral's body being found by thefe Parifian blood-hounds, it was maimed, 

gored, and dragged through the kennels, and, after ferving at intervals as the 
paftime of their fury, for two days was fufpended on the gibbet of Montfaucon. 
But neither the inhuman mafiacre of Coligni, nor the horrid indignities com- 
mitted on his corpfe, have, fays Le Gendre, efFe&ed the fmalleft diminution of 
his fame, or tarniflied in the leaft the merit of a character, iliuftrious for thofe 
•qualities and virtues, which have formed the heroes and the patriots of all na- 
tions. The body of Coligni, half confumed with fire, was, under favour of the 
night, conveyed to the vault of the Montmorencies at Chantilly, and from thence 
transferred to the family vault of Chatillon. 

The mafiacre continued, with unrelenting fury, among the Proteftant chiefs, 
who were afiaulted by the aflaflins, when deftitute of all means of defence, and 
were inhumanly butchered by a daftardly crew who had often fled before them 
in the field. The count de Rochefoucaud had pafled the early part of the night 
with the king at the Louvre, where the pleafant Tallies of his wit and facetious 
humour had entertained the courtiers, and difpofed Charles to fave him*. Be- 
lieving, when the chief of the aflaflins knocked at the door, and faid he had a 
meffage to deliver from the king, that it was fome frolick intended by his majeft);, 
he opened it, and fpokein a humorous ftrain to thofe who anfwered him by draw- 
ing their poniards, and plunging them into his bofom. Teligni, unfufpicious to 
the laft, endeavoured now to efcape over the roofs of the houfes; but being 
difcovered, he was dragged down, when the fweet engaging form which nature 
had given him, ipade a momentary impreffion on the aflaflins, who flood, with 
looks of fufpence, before they gave the fatal blow. At the fame time periflied 
the counts of Revel and Quellenec, with the Karons de Lavardin, Beaudifner, 
and Pluviaut, and others of diftinguifhed valour, driven through the ftreets by 
the duke. of Anjou's guards, and maffacred in the view of the windows of the 
Louvre. 

The king of Navarre and the prince of Conde were awakened, about two 
hours before day-break, by a band of foldiers, who ruftied into their chamber ia 

•* Brantome, torn. iv. p. *o. 
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the palace, and infolently commanded them to drefs themfelves, and attend the 
king, unarmed. They were, by Catharine's orders, led through vaults and dark 
paflages, lined with troops, who fhook their fpears at them as they paffed along. 
In the mean time, the cries from without were difmal and terrifying ; while all 
that party of their friends and followers, who were invited to take up their 
abode in the Louvre, were precipitated from the windows, or dragged forth 
in crowds to be affaffinated in the court-yards. Here, Saint Martin, Pardaillan, 
Beauvois, and the gallant Piles, with many others, fuffered death ; while the in- 
dignant expreffions of the laft, as he caft a look on his murdered companions, 
were thus uttered aloud. " Are thefe the teftimonies of the king's faith ; of the 

" peace he hath fworn; and of all the gracious promifes he hath made? But 
** the Almighty God will revenge fuch monftrous perfidy.*" Leiran, befmeared 

with blood, and defperately wounded, found his way into the queen of Navarre's 
chamber, and threw himfelf upon the bed of that princefs, who ran forth fcream- 
ing, and met with fuch objects in her way, as made her fall into fits, from which 
. ihe was with difficulty recovered, and conduced by Nanfey, captain of the 
guards, into the apartment of the duchefs of Lorraine. Her hufband and the 
prince of Conde, after whom fhe enquired with great eagernefs, had been in- 
troduced into the king's chamber ; when they were thus addreffed by Charles, in 
a tone and accent fierce and imperious — " To day, I revenge myfelf of my 
<c enemies, and fuch I may juflly reckon you to be, who have fupported them 
6C by the authority of your names, and your prefence among them. Nothing but 
" a refpeft to my blood deters me from infli&ing the fame punifhment on you* 
" But this regard hath its conditions. When I pardon your paft conduft, I re- 
M quire and infill on your immediate renunciation of that impious faith which 
" contradi&s mine, and teaches you to affront heaven, and infult my authority." 
The king of Navarre's was given in a low and embarraffed voice, but in terms 
that promifed fubmiffion. But the prince of Conde boldly teftified his difcon- 
terit at the indecent violence ufed with them; complained of the breach of ho- 
nour in this treatment ; and declared, that his fear of death was not fo great as 
to render him an apoflate from his religion. Charles, provoked by his refiftance 5 
called him obftinate, feditious, a rebel, and the fon of a rebel ; and threatened 
that he fhould fuffer the death of a traitor, if, in three days, he did not yield 
obedience. " Remember" — faid the mercilefs tyrant — u It is Mafs, Death, or 
« c Bqftile" Upon the apparant . compliance of the king of Navarre, Charles 
granted him the lives of the count de Grammont, de Duras, and Boucha- 
vannes; and a few. others were faved at the earneft application of his fifter of 
Navarre. 

In a former part of our hiftory we have Ihewn of what horrid a&s of bar- 
barity the Parifians^ when infligated by hatred, bigotry, malice, or revenge, could . 

* Ma ttMeu— Sully. . 
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be guilty. Their prefent rage and ferocity had nothing human in them. Where- 
ever their ruffian bands - were led by the municipal officers, their track was 
marked by violence, bloodfhed, and brutality: neither age nor fex was fpared: 
pregnant women and helplefs infants were alike facrificed to their barbarous fury. 
Brion, the venerable preceptor of the prince of Conti, was murdered, while : 
clafped in the arms of his infant pupil : Francis Nonpar de Caumont was mafia- 
cred in his bed between his two fons, one of whom was (tabbed by his fide, 
but the other, concealing himfelf under the bodies of his father and bro- 
ther, fortunately efcaped.* Briflbnet, niece to the bifhop of Meaux, a woman 
of examplary manners, projected an efcape from the city in difguife, with her. 
young daughter in her hand, and followed by Epina the minifter, in the habit 
of a domeftic; but being, difcovered in the attempt, and refufing to abjure her 
religion, fhe was (tabbed with iron rods, and thrown, half-dead, into the river, , 
where floating on the furface, the watermen purfued her as their prey, and put : 
her to a flow and lingering death. 

Upon the firft noife of the tumult, a report was carried to that party of the, \ 
Proteftant chiefs, who, by the advice of the vidame of Chartres, had fixed their 
quarters in the fuburbs of Saint Germain, thai the populace had taken up arms.,. 
The found of the bells and the fhouts of the mob confirmed the intelligence. 
Anxious and doubtful what might be the ground of the infuredion, they con- 
tinued long infufpence, and from fome perfuafion that it was promoted by the 
Guifes, againft the will of the king, they were on the point of palling the river,, 
to affifl: in fupporting his authority and defending their' friends. The morning,, 
however, foon difpelled their error, and fhewed them the river covered with 
boats full of foldiers coming to attack them, and Charles himfelf, from the 
windows of the Louvre, firing his carabine upon fome wretched fugitives ; and . 
fcarce did time and aftonifhment permit them to efcape with precipitation from » 
their blood-thirfty purfuers. 

For three days the maffacre was continued with unabated fury: it is ; certain, 
that the populace : would have readily proceeded to the deftru&ion of thofe who » 
were faid to favour the Hugonots, as well as of the Hugonots themfelves ; *. 
and that the queen-mother might have confummated her diabolical fcheme, by 4 
inftigating them to aflult the Montmorencies, as friendly to the admiral ; but 
intimidated from proceeding fo far, on account of the marefchal Montmorenci, s 
and other obvious reafons, fhe allowed the popular outrage to take its courfe. . 
From the dread of it many Catholics had to be on their guard ; and de Brion ; 
who commanded in the arfenal, ordered two culverins to be placed at the gate, , 
and put himfelf in a pofture of defence. 

After various inftancesof violence and (laughter committed upon the Catholics, , 
and when the carnage became noifome, an order was publiflied by the. king,.-, 

# Sully*. 
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requiring all the citizens to retire to their houfes, and not to fUr from them under 

pain of death. What remained ftill to be executed was intended to be perform- 
ed by a more regular procefs of the king's guard through the city. But the 
fanguinary rage of ferocious people were more eafily excited than retrained $ 
and the violence and plunder on the fecond day, nearly equalling thofe of the fir ft, 
it only fubfided by degrees. The deftruftion of about fix thoufand Proteftants, 
of which five hundred were nobility, may be reckoned the fatal iflue of this 

dreadful mafiacre, which called was by fome, The Parifian Matins as the mafiacre 
in Sicily, in. 128 1, had been denominated The Sicilian Vefpers. 

That the mafiacre of the Hugonots was the refult of premeditation will fcarcely 

admit of a doubt, though the hiflorians differ mofl eflentially in their accounts 
of its origin. Some maintain that the plan of it was concerted between the 
queen-mother and the duke of Alva, at the conferences at Bayonne : others fix 
the period of its. conclufion immediately previous to the laft peace made with the 
Hugonots after the battle of Amai-le-duc ; and the third clafs fay that no refolu- 
tion had been taken on the fubjeft till a few days before the deed was perpetrated. 
The different ftatements and opinions have been carefully collected and imparti- 
ally difcufied by father Griffet, who thus concludes his refearches — " Let what 
willbefaid to the contrary, men will with difficulty be brought to believe that 
this horrible mafiacre was not a premeditated bufinefs, and that the peace con- 
cluded with the Hugonots, the profeflions and marks of confidence lavifhed on. 
the admiral de Coligni, were not fo many fnares and artifices employed with a 
view to deceive and deflroy them. It is poffible that the laft meafures adopted for 
their extermination, may have been refolved on only a few days before their 
execution ; it was then that the number of vi&ims, the choice of the aflaflins, 
and the day of the mafiacre, were fixed in the fecret councils (holden at the 
Louvre); but it appears certain that the project was formed at the time of the 
peace and of the propofal for marying the lifter of Charles the Ninth to the 

king of Navarre. • - > 

The king vainly hoped to retrieve his honour by the pitiful fubterfuge of . a 
difavowal. In the letters patent which he fent into the provinces he endeavoured 
to- throw the whole of the blame upon the Guifes, and afcribed the mafiacre to 
their hatred of the admiral. The private letters he wrote on this fubjett to Eng- 
land," Germany, and Switzerland, and other neighbouring ftates, were all con- 
ceived in the fame terms. The" Guifes, however, having obtained their chief aim, 
began to be fenfible of the difhonour and danger attending fuch an accufatiori, 
which, at a future period, might render them obnoxious and accountable, and 
pofitively refufed to acquiefce in this determination. The duke of Guife, indeed, 
after the murder of the admiral, had rather reprefled the king's rage*, and ia* 

#ead of imitating his ferocity, had faved D'Acier, brother to the count de 

1 
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Gruilbi, ami feme others of the nobility. Having exerted this political lenity, 

while Charles had expofed himfelf by the natural violence of his temper, the 
Guifes now left him to find what pretence he could, to extenuate the infamy 
of a'feene, to which they, .with the affiftance of Catharine, had chiefly pro- 
moted him. 

There is no doubt but the queen mother and her council made the king com- 
prehend the bad confequence of his difavowal; for, at the expiration of eight 
days, his fentiments ^nd language were fo much changed, that he held a bed of 
juftice in the court of parliament, and ordered the regiftraticn of other letters- 
patent, by which it was declared, that nothing was done on the twenty- fourth of 

Auguft but by his exprefs commands, iffued for the purpofe of punching the 
Hugonots, to the principal leaders of which party a capital crime was imputed, 
in order, if poffible, to give the name and colour of a juft execution to that 
deteftable butchery. As Coligni's papers had been feized by the queen- mother's 
orders, hopes were entertained of finding fome memorial on which to ground 
an article of impeachment againft him ; but his manufcripts only ferved as an 
honourable teftimony of his integrity. In the brief he had drawn up on the 
fubjeft of the Spanifli war, he remarked to the king the evident intereft which 
England had to undertake the defence of the revolted provinces of the Nether- 
lands ; and the danger that would accrue to France, by the Englifh, her ancient 
enemy, gaining footing in thafi country. To provoke the fpleen of queen 
Elizabeth, who had maintained a clofe correfpondence with the admiral, and to 
incenfe the duke of Alencjon at his memory, thefe private notes were communi- 
cated to them. The anfwer made by Elizabeth and by the duke was much the 
fame; " It was manifeft" — they faid — " whatever they might obj eft to the ad- 
6C miral on account of thefe advices, that the king had no reafon to complain,, fince 
6C they had marked his attachment and zeal for hismajefty's intereft and fervice." 
The king when requefted by Pibrac, the attorney-general, to pafs a formal edi£t 
upon the point, only declared he would ifTue. his orders about it. But the procefs 
againft the admiral and his accomplices was immediately inftituted, and the fentence 
of high-treafon was, foon after, executed upon his effigy with all the appointed 
forms of infamy. A jubilee, or public thanksgiving for the happy difcovery of the 
pretended plots of the Proteftants, was two days after proclaimed in the city; and* 
by another edi&, the day of St. Bartholomew was ordered to be anually folemnized 
by religious proceflions. 

The orders difpatched into the provinces upon the eve of St. Bartholomews 
produced their fatal effe&s in moft of the cities and great towns, in the kingdom* 
At Meaux, TOrlains, Troyes,:Lyons, Bourges, Rouen, and Thouloufe, and many 
other places, the cruelties of the Parifians were emulated j and thirty thoufand peo- 

/pie, according to the loweft computation, were murdered in cold blood. But 

though the king's infamous orders were too generally obeyed by the commanders 

.and magiftrates in the different towns, fome honourable exceptions muft.be made^ 
.Vol • IIL 3G 
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and the names of thofe patriots whofe generous exertions tended to preferve the 

lives of their countrymen be recorded in the page of hiftory. To Eleonor de 

Chabot, count of Charny, it was owing that only one Proteflant was killed in 
the whole province of Burgundy. When the king's letters were brought, by la 
Mole, to Claud of Savoy, count of Tende, governor of Dauphine, he infifted that 
thefe orders, fo concradi&ory to what he had received a few days before from his 
majeily, could not come from him; and that he would adhere to his firft induc- 
tions as mod becoming the king. Tho' he died in a few days, his lenity and re- 
lolution, being imitated by Bertrand de Simiance, lord of Gordes, proved almoft 
an entire protection to the Calvinifts of the province. In Auvergne, St. Heran, 
the governor, a man trained up in the violence of civil war, declared, when he 
looked upon the orders, " that they were fuch as he could not obey, unlefs 

' " the king himfelf were prefent to give them." Tanneguy-la-Veneur exerted him- 
felf to the utmoft to prevent the malfacre at Rouen, but wanted power to reftrain 
the fury of the populace; and feveral of the deputies in the governments of the 
Montmorencies afting with fimilar moderation from a conformity to the fentiment 
of their condiments, prevented or controuled the appointed flaughter. But the 
anfwer made by the vifcount de Ortez, governor of Bayonne, to Charles, who 
had written a private letter to him, is peculiarly worthy of notice : " You mufl 
" not, on this point, expect obedience from me. I have fignified the orders fent 
cc from your majefty to the inhabitants of the town, and the troops in the garrifon; 
C( and I found them all ready to aft like good citizens and brave foldiers; but not 
cc one hangman among them". After it was known, by various expielfes from 
the lieutenants in the provinces, what confufion was occafioned by the maffacres, 
the edict to prohibit all infurre&ions and violences was publifhed. As in one claufe 
©f it, the king's will was faid to be not to derogate from the edicts of peace: and 
in another, that the religious alfemblies of the proteftants fhouldbe reftrained, 
feveral of the governors were at a lofs how to interpret its import, and proceeded 
differently, according to their particular difpofitions and attachments. 

Charles, thou he occafionally expreffed great uneafinefs at the fcene he had oc- 
cafioned, and though the agitation of his mind had a vifible effeft on his confti- 
tution, was yet incapable of feeling that deepremorfe which proceeds from a full 
conviction of having adied wrong. He ftill continued to infift on the immediate 
converfion of the king of Navarre and the prince of Gonde, who having made 
the abjuration of their errors and received abfolution, appeared with their families 
at high mafs. The king and court rejoiced at their victory, as the fpecial fruit 
of Bartholomew. The cardinal of Bourbon, obferving that the king of Navarre 

. had the. appearance of attention while mafs was performed, faid to Bellievre ? . 
" Think you not that my nephew is fincerely converted to the church?" No" re- 
u plied the . other— V I plainly fee that he bears, with ^reat difficulty, his prefent. 
conftraint."* " ' 

"When inteligence of the malfacre was received 'at Madrid, the mofi extravagant 

.fymp-oms of joy were evinced by the court 'of Spain. Philip wrote a congrafuia? 
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tory letter to Charles on the fubjeft, and offered public thankfgivings to Heaven for 
the deftru&ion of his enemies. The courier, who carried the difmal tidings to 
Rome, was rewarded by the cardinal of Loraine (who had long refided in that 
capital) with a thoufand crowns ; and a decree was imediately formed in the con- 
clave for a jubilee to be celebrated throughout Chriftendom. After a proceflion 
had been made to St. Mark's church, and ail the cuflomary demonftrations of 
joy were exhibited in the city, the cardinal walked in proceflion to the church- 
of St. Lewis, where, performing mafs himfelf, he faid, u that the prayers and* 
" vows of Gregory the Thirteenth and the members of thefacred college might 
" now'be feen to have produced ftupendous effects. " 

The court now believed they had effefted the total extinction, of the Proteftant: 
party. There were only four cities in the kingdom that dared to receive fome 
difperfed bodies of the fugitive nobles and their families, who, after the de- 
ftru&ion of their principal leaders, feemed to carry only confternation and dt-fpair 
along with them. Of the four towns granted for the fecuricy of the articles of 
the pacification, Montauban and Rochelle only remained in the power of the: 
Hugonots. When Refnier, who had efcaped the mafiacre, through the lenity of 
de Vefins, his perfonal enemy, prefented himfelf, with a fmall troop of horfe- 
men, at the gates of the firft of thefe places, he found the inhabitants in fuch 
confufion and difmay, that he could no prevail on them to (land on their defence; 
until he had defeated, by a wonderful effort of defperate courage, a party of 
four hundred of Montluc's foldiers. Though the flight of the moll numerous 
parties being - directed to Rochelle, the concourfe of fifty gentlemen, as many 
minifters, and about k thoufand foldiers, appeared to claim the protection, and. 
animate the courage of the townfmen, yet the fleet commanded by the baron de 
la Garde, and Strozzi, hovering in their bay, and the land forces drawn to- 
gether in their neighbourhood by de Biron, convinced them of the dangers they 
would incur by any ad of difobedience to the court. As la Chaftre had alfo 
been ordered with fome troops to draw near to Sancerre, it was believed by the 
king's minifters that the precautions they had taken, joined to the general furprife 
and terror, would be fuflicient to obtain the pofleflion of thefe towns, from which, 
only refiftance was apprehended. 

A. D. 1573-] But the .expectations of the court were fruftrated, and both, 
thefe towns prepared for a vigorous refiftance. Sancerre, after having fuffered; 
all the horrors of a famine, never equalled but in the fiege of Jerufalem by 
Vefpafian, obtained an honourable capitulation, by which the troops were allowed 
to march out with their baggage, and liberty of confcience and impunity were 
feeured to the inhabitants.. Rochelle refilled all the efforts of the duke of Anjou^, 
who went in perfon to befiege it,' for feven months, during which time many 
eminent commanders .and officers among the Catholics loft their lives- The duke: 

©£ Aumale,, Colfeins, Goa, andVergani, a celebrated engineer,, were killed, . audi 
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in the end fixty captains were reckoned to have perifhed by wounds or difeafes* 
Though informed of his ele&ion to the crown of Poland, and advifed of the ■ 
promife given by the biihop of Valence — the French envoy in that kingdom — to 
grant the Rochellers advantageous terms, the duke of Anjou (till thought of 
ihewing himfelf, to the laft, the indifputable vanquifher of the Hngonots. Being 
at laft required by the king to conclude the military operations on any plaufible 
terms, and having narrowly efcaped a mortal wound, which one of his do- 
medics warded off at the expence of his own life, a treaty was concluded, in its 
conditions advantageous to the befieged ; while after the employment of an army 

of fifty thoufand men againft them, and the diftru&ion of half of them, it could 
only be confulered, on the Catholic fide, as a fpecious cover to the king's honou 
and to that of the duke of Anjou. It comprehended, along with Rochelle, the two 
cities of Nifmes and Mountauban as her confederates. By its articles, reduced to 
the form of a royal edift, the free exercife of their religion was permitted to the 
Prbtefiant inhabitants of thefe towns, together with the reftoration of the Catholic 
wor/hip in the churches where it had been fupprefled. The gentry, or poffeffors 
of fiefs-nobles, who had born arms in thofe places, were allowed to celebrate mar- 
riages and baptifms in their houfes, in companies not exceeding ten perfons; and all 
abjurations forced by penalties being declared null and void, the Proteftants every 
where were indulged with liberty of confcience. The privileges of thefe towns 
remained fecure and undiminiflied ; the king only claiming the power of ap- 
pointing governors, without obliging them to have other garrifons than their 
own, or infilling on building citadels without their confent. Four hoftages from 
each of thefe cities were to be fent to the king j by whom a general amnefty 
was granted. 

From the paflionate defire which queen Chatharine had to fee -her favourite 
Con proclaimed a fovereign, and from the no lefs eager, though more fecret, 
wilhes of Charles to rid himfelf of one, whom he regarded as the rival of his 
reputation and authority in the kingdom, the consideration of the public difquiet 
was for a time fufpended, and all the thoughts of the court and miriiftry were 
engroffed by the preparations for the reception of the Polifli envoys, in a manner 
fuitable to the honour of both nations. The biftiop of Langres was difpatched to 
receive them at Metz ; and, on the fifteenth of Auguft, they arrived at the 
gates of Paris. The French gourt had not, for many centuries, beheld fo fplen- 
did an embaffy. Their whole train of cavalry amounted to near three hundred 
of which, more than the third part were gentlemen, befides the twelve chief 

delegates. Their afpeft, drefs^ and equipage were no lefs a novelty to the 
Parifians, who gazed on the large fize of their bodies, their long beards, their 
-grave and ftern countenances, the rich furs on their habits, and the brilliant 
furniture of their arms and horfes. The chief nobility of the court and the 
magiftrates of the city went forth, in proceffion, to meet them, at the gate of 

St. Martin, which was decorated in the fame manner as on the king's public 
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entrance into the capital; and through it they were carried in fifty chariots, 
painted with various devices. It was remarkable that the Poiifn gentlemen could 
all fpeak Latin, many of them German and Italian, and feveral of them exprels 

themfelves with propriety in French ; while, among the whole chief nobility of 
the court of France, there was none who underftood the Latin language, though, 
at that time, the foundation of all literature ; and the baron de Millau, and 
Caftelnau Mauviffiere, were ordered to attend the court as the only two gentle- 
men who had this qualification, the want of which now appeared to expofe the 

fafhionable ignorance of the courtiers. 

After their introduction to the queen- mother, the ambafladors, in their mol 
pompous equipage, made a proceffion through the ftreets, to offer their fubmif- 
lion to the duke of Anjou their fovereigh. A courfe of fumptuous feafts and 
entertainments attended thefe vifits, till the grand ceremony of prefenting fhe 
decree of their king's ele&ion took place. After Henry, in the cathedral of 
Notre-Dame, had fworn to the conditions enafted by the diet of Poland, it was 
performed, with the utmoft magnificence, in the fpacious hall of the palace, where 
Charles, being feated under a canopy, with his brothers and the royal family at 
the Marble Table, and all the nobility and officers of the ftate placed according 
to their rank, while the trumpets flourished, the Polifh delegates were .introdu- 
ced, and advanced towards the throne, two of them bearing on their fhoulders 
a filver cheft, in which decree, having an hundred and ten feals affixed to it, 
was depofited. This fhew of ftate was followed by another (till more coftly, 
which was the triumphal entrance of the king of Poland by the gate of Saint 
Antoine. Upon this occafion the queen-mother, who gave the entertainment 
in the garden of the Thuilleries, contrived to embelifli it with a kind of theatri- 
cal reprefentation, fuited to the tafte of thofe times. When the tables were re- 
moved, fuddenly, from behind a curtain, appeared, hovering in the air, a hugh 

rock, crufted with filver. In its niches fixteen nymphs reprefenting by their dif- 
ferent ornaments the feveral provinces of France, played upon various muficai 

inftuments, and recited harmonious verfes and fongs in praife of the newking^ 

and the enfuing felicity to his reign ; then, defcending to the ground, they pre- 
fented Henry with their peculiar tributes, and forming themfelves into rows, 
exhibited whatever was curious or graceful in the French dances. The Poles., 
notwithftanding their natural gravity, feemed highly pleafed with thefe gay diver- 
sions, and had reafon to be fatisfied in general, with the grandeur and liberality 
s of the court of France. 

The king of Poland left Paris, on his way to his new dominions, on the twenty- 
firft of September ; while Charles repaired to Villers-Conterez, where he firlt 
perceived the fymptoms of frefh tumults in the ftate. Two fets of deputies 
from the provinces followed him thither, and prefented their feveral petitions. * 
The Proteftant commiffioners from Languedoc were they one, and thofe of the 
nobles of Dauphine and Provence the other. The petition of the former i&> 
Vol. JUL 3D 
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fpe&ed the toleration of their religion, and the fecurity of all who profeffed it ; 
and that of the latter infifted on the fuppreffion of fome late taxes. From their 
conjunction at this time, in demands equally difagreeable to the court, the 
prevalence of animofity and turbulent counfels, both among the Calvanifts and 
Catholics, and the confidence thofe parties had in fome powerful fupport, were 
fufficiently manifeft. The import and ftyle of the demands of the Hugonots 
fhewed they were not affraid of offending the court. Though deftitute of their 
former condu&ers, and of the authoritative names of the princes of Bourbon, by 
which union and good order had been preferved in their defigns, the had, in a 
great meafure, fupplied this defe£t, by the two great confederacies of ^ Nifmes and 
Montauban, which divided all the power of their adherents in Languedoc into 
two governments ; the vifcount Saint Romain being elefted chief of the one, 
ai$l Paulin of the other. By the communications of their counfels and refo- 
lutions they had ftrengthened their partifans ; fo that all important queftions 
came to be determined by them as a body. As that of conforming to the capi- 
tulation of Rochelle, and other matters contefted between them and the Catho- 
lics, required to be difcufied, the king had permitted a general meeting of their 
nobility and minifters at both thefe cities. Elevated with the apparent recovery 
of their former vigour and importance ; flattering themfelves with the reports of 
the interceffion of the Polifti ambaffadors for them ; and believing that the re- 
moval of the duke of Anjou from the kingdom would produce a change in the 
meafures of the court to their advantage, they had convened at Nifmes, upon 
Saint Bartholomew's day,^ to deliberate about the general fubmiflion to the terms 
of the late editt of Rochelle. At this meeting it was not only agreed to teftify 
their difapprobation of the edidt, but their remonftrances againft it bore all thg 
marks of indignant and refentful remembrance of that day of the year in which 
they were framed. No treaty or compofition with the court, yet infifted on by 
the Proteftant chiefs during the civil wars, equalled the conditions of their pre- 
fent petition. After declaring that the treacherous malfacre at Paris had fo far 
fapped the foundation of the public faith, that they could not, without particular 
fecurities, fafely rely upon it, they demanded the general and public toleration 
of their religion, without diftinftion of places or perfons; the retention of the 
cities, they held, with the addition of two more in every province., to be furni- 
fhed with garrifons of their foldiers, maintained at the king's expence : the 
eftablifhment of courts, compofed of judges of their perfusion; the refervation- 
of the tythes paid to the Catholic clergy, for the maintainance of their minifters $. 
the profecution and punifhment of the authors and contrivers of the maffacres, . 
with various other articles of the fame nature and tendency;, which fo much, 
amazed the queen-mother, that flie declared — " K the prince of Conde had 
ic been alive, and mafter of half, the cities in the kingdom, with an army of 
*' twenty thoufand horfe and forty thoufand foot, he would not have prefumed:. 
* c to propofe them." This paper was figned and delivered., to the king by Paulin,,, 



•X3743' CHARLES THE NINTH, aS 9 - 

i 

bourdon, Verlac, and Cavagnac Yollet, who now placed themfelves at the head 

of the Hugonots. Thefe men, who thought themfelves entitled to aft upon 
principles of refentment againft the government, which had broken the ties of 
honour and faith with them, had put the affairs of their party in fuch a ftate, in., 
the remote and extenfive quarters they poffeffed, as rendered them formidable. 
Inftead therefore, of a harfti or imperious reply, as might have been expe&ed,.- 
the king thought fit, in the prefent conjun&ure, to give them a mild, though, 
elufive one, by referring them to the marefchal D'Amville for redrefs in fome 
grievances of which they complained. The petition of the Catholic nobles of 
the other provinces was anfwered much in the fame manner, by promifes of a 
future diminution of the Tailles. From this period may be dated the more 
general difFufion of a fpirit of difaffe&ion to the government among the Protef- - 
tants, and fuch a difregard of all the ties of allegiance as exceeded alL former 
inftances that occured during the civil wars. Not only were the mafiacres con- 
fidered by them as an apology and a juftifiable motive for embracing any op- 
portunity of revolt, but the manifeft dilafiection of a great number of the Catho- 
lic nobility proved an mitigation to it. 

A. D. 1574O By the ele&ion of the duke of Anjou to the crown of Poland, . 
the important poft of lieutenant-general of the kingdom had become vacant : and 
his brother, the duke of Alencon,who now exchanged his title for that of Anjou, 
afpired to the pofiefiion of it. But his views being fruftrated by the interpofion of • 
his mother, that prince entered into a corefpondence.with the Proteftant chiefs, and 
projected his efcape from the court. The latter were, indeed, already in armsj- 
fome of their old provincial leaders, as Montbrun, Montgion, Le Cafe, and others, , 
having begun their excurfions in the remoter diftri&s, where the truces were fel- 
dom mantained betwen them, and the Catholics^ . By the confederacy of Langiie- 
doc, and La Noue's declaring himfelf convinced of the.neceflity of talcing arms the . 
commotions foon became more general. Rochelle made fome fcruples, which, , 
however were fpeedily removed by an attempt that was made, by certain adventur- 
ers, who were believed to a£t under the authority of the queen-mother, to furprize 
the town. Though the king — who was now in a very bad ftate of health — difa- 
vowed any concern in this breach of the peace,, the fufpjcions of the. Rochellers 
were confirmed by the declarations of the prifoners they took. . It is certain that, . 
though Catharine could not alTume all the . royal authority, {he ventured fo far, on 
account of the king's indifpofition, toaft.on her own plan, that the Montmorencies . 
and their party as welLas the protcftants, had every thing to fear from herabfolute • 
fway in the ftate, upon the eyent of the king's .death.-. It was generally credited a- . 
mong the latter, from private informations, fent them from, the malecontents about- 
the court, that the mafiacres would, be. renewed at this, jun&ure. . In this tern-. ~ 

per, and under thefe apprehsnfions* the general infurre&ion of .the Hugqnqts, cak- 

^.DMubigne,. . 
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led the rebellion of Shrove-Tuefday, took place. Befides what they held in Lan- 
guedoc, it was attended with the feizure and revolt of many towns and places 
in Saintonge, Dauphine, and the Vivarez, and, by the count of Montgomery's 
return from England into Normandy, extended into that province, and fome 
other diftritts. It was La Noue's advice to fix upon that feftival for the execu- 
tion of the enterprife, as the pleafures in which the Catholics then indulged 
thenjfelves afforded an opportunity to attack them unawares, and the event pro- 
•ved the advantage of it. But that part of the defign, which conne&ed with the ef- 
cape of the duke of Anjou, was defeated. Though, in confequence of a deter- 
mination entered into by Thore, the vifcount Turenne and others, who were in 
habits of intimacy with the duke, to put his refolution to the teft, Guitri, an 
experienced captain, with two hundred of the beft appointed cavalry took his 
•ftarion in a neighbourhood of Saint Germain-en-Laye, the mutability of the duke 
of Anjou was fuch, that La Molle, either ftill fearing it, or defirous to augment 
his credit with the court, in the view of turning it afterwards into the fervice of 
his matter, thought fit to reveal the circumftance of his intended flight to the 
queen-mother. . Her furprife was great ; and to encreafe the king's alarm, ihe 
effe&ed the utmoft confirmation. After caufing a fearch to be made through 
every corner of the cattle forbidden aflaffins, and afluring the king that the aftro- 
logers had bid him beware of Saint Germain, fhe pronounced his ftay there to be 
unfafe, and hurried the whole court to Paris, and from thence to the Bois des 
Vincennes. Here ..the king of Navarre and the duke was detained, though not as 
prifoners, yet under watch, and without the liberty of leaving the cattle. They 
were alfo obliged to publifti their difavowal and deteftationof this confpiracy, 
that their fecret friends might believe they were deferted by them. Thore and 
Meru (brothers to the marefchal Montmorenci) with fome others, privately 
withdrew ; and the prince Conde, being occafionally abfent at Amiens, found 
means of efcaping with them afterwards into Germany. 

The queen-mother was careful to improve this plot to her purpofes. In the 
languiftiing condition of Charles's" health, the quick and fenfible impreffions it 
made upon him were altogether favourable to her procedure, and {he fo exagger- 
ated the informations fhe pretended to have received about the nature of the 
confpiracy, that the prefidents of the parliament, Thou and Hanneguin, were 
commanded by the king to enquire into it, and profecute, with the utmoft de- 
ligence and feverity, all that could be difcovered to have any knowledge in the 
treafonable defign. In the the mean time, the duke of Anjou, repenting of his 
unfteadinefs and facility, which reduced him to the ftate of a prifoner, and the 
king of Navarre, juftly conceiving apprehenfions about Catharine's pra&ifes a- 
gainft him, had formed a frefli defign in Eafter-week of efcaping in difguife. 
A difcovery of this being alfo made, the queen-mother was enabled, by means 
of Brinon, who had become one of her fpies and informers, to give a new turn 

to the accufations and the whole procefs. Being introduced as an evidence, he 
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Rccufed La Molle, and the count de Conconnas, a Piedmontefe, who was alfo a 
favourite of the duke of Anjou's, and a number of other partifans of the male*- 
contents, fome of whom were immediately apprehended and brought to triah 
The two noblemen above mentioned, with one or two more, after undergoing 
a fevere examination, were, upon doubtful evidence, condemned, and immedh- 
ately beheaded. 

, But the queen-mother's aims reached higher than to the impeachment and 
death of fome of the inferior partifans of the duke of Anjou and the malecon- 
tents. She had an eye to the apprehenfion of thofe whom lhe confidered as the 
moft formidable leaders of the fa&ion. Though Thore, Meru, and others had, 
efcaped, the marefchals de Montmorenci and Goffe remained within the grafp of 
her power ; and, notwithftanding there were only fuch vague and trivial accusa- 
tions againft them as could not found a plaufible charge, it was enough that they 
were fufpe&ed as abettors of the confpiracy. Charles, the more liable to mif- 
truft, and to yield to her di&ates, the more his fpirits were wafted, was eafily 
prevailed on to agree to the meafures of fecuring their perfons. To conceal the 
intention,* they were only ordered to attend the king, and they obeyed without 
taking the alarm. The quarters afligned them in the innermoft part of the caftle 
•created fufpicion, and they were advifed by their friends to "provide for their 
fafety by a retreat, which they could eafily have accomplifhed : but, reftraineci 
^by a fenfe of honour, and confident that his enemies could make nothing of 
their charge againft him, Montmorenci would not extricate himfelf from the 
hazard at the expence.of his reputation ; and De Cofie adhered to his fentiments* 
In three days they were made prifoners by D'Auchi, captain of the king's guard, 
-and carried to Paris, and from thence to the Baftile, in the midft of the exulta- 
tions of the Pariiians ; who from enmity to the Montmorencies, and the mode- 
rate Catholics, readily agreed to furnifti an additional guard of eight hundred 
men, during the time of their imprifonment. Upon the fame day guards were 
placed about the king, of Navarre and the duke of Anjou j and<jueen Catha- 
rine, willing to make every thing fecure^ and to lofe no part of her triumph, 
had taken meafures for depriving the marefchal D'Amville of his government, 
and feizing his perfon \ but the grounds of fufpicion given him, by the arriva 
of D'Acier, now duke of Ufez, in the province, who had lately attached himfelf 
to the court, and was his adverfary, and by fome packets intercepted, had fq 
forwarned him of his danger, that he immediately poflfelTed himfelf of Mont- 
pelier, and three other towns in Languedoc, without making .any declarations.' 
Saint Sulpice and the fecretary Villeroy being fent by the court -to him, under 
•colour of accomodating the diflenfions of the province,, he by various pretexts, 
avoided an interview with them, till Martinengues -came with the king's orders^ 
to feize him, and to forbid -the ^military officers every where -to obey .him. But 

D'Atibgine, 
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being, by this time, advifed by his friends at court of the fate of his brother^ 
the marefchal, he prepared to oppofe the execution of thefe menaces, and to ftand 
on his defence. 

The meafures neceffary to be taken for quelling the infure&ion of the Hugq- 
aots completed the abfolute fway of the the queen-mother, by giving her the 
direction of three armies, which were immediately ordered to be formed, in Nor- 
mandy, Poitou, and Dauphine, and to be commanded -by Matignon, the king's 
lieutenant in the firft of thefe provinces, by the duke of Montpenfier, and his 
fon in the others*. The count of Montgomery's attempts upon Normandy 
being chiefly dreaded, the attention of the court was directed to fruftrate his 
defign of feizing fome of the maratime towns, the effe&ing of which would 
open a pafTage for Englifh or other foreign fuccours, and might expofe the 

kingdom by the revolt of places fo contiguous to the capital. Upon that fide, 
therefore, the greateft diligence was ufed to draw together the beft troops. But 
Colombiere and Guitri having furprifed Saint Lo and Domfront, the count 
landed at the former of thefe places, and foon made himfelf mafter of Caranten 
and Valognes. While they were occupied in ftrengthening the fortifications of 

thefe places, Matignon, having with the utmoft expedition alfembled his forces, 

advanced into Lower Normandy ; and after making a feint of turning towards 

Valognes, fuddenly pufhed the van of his army to that fide of Saint Lo which 
communicated by the river with the fea, and foon fliut up all paffage from the 
town, either by water or land. Montgomery, unprovided with forage for his 
cavalry, and fenfible that his defence of a weak town might fruftrate all his 
other proje&s, refolved to force one of the enemy's pofts, and to retire to fome 
place where he might aft with greater efteft. Having encouraged Colombiere . 
to make the bed refiftance he could, he fc Hied out with a hundred and fifty 
horfemen in the night, broke through feveral guards and entrenchments of the 
royalifts, and, with fcarcely the lofs of a. man, reached Carentan, whence he 

paffed to Domfront, to meet fome Proteftant gentry lately arrived there from the 

interior parts of the province. His departure caufed a council of war to be 
holden by the Catholic commanders, in which it was deliberated whether they 
ought to continue the fiege or follow him ; and Matignon, whofe inftru&ions 
directed him to confider the capture of Montgomery as a main objeft of his en- 

terprize, procured a determination that, without raifing the fiege of Saint Lo, 
fuch a large detachment fhould be made from the army, as would- be fufficient to 
inveft Domfront, or any of the other towns to which he might retire. This 
unexpe&ed meafure proved fuccefsful. By the expeditious march of fix hun- 
dred cavalry and two regiments of foot, conduced by Saint Colombe, and fol- 
lowed by another body of troops under Matignon himfelf, the count, having no 

intelligence of their approach, was furprifed in Domfront, where he had fcarce 
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two hundred foldiers to form a garrifon, and among them feveral of the gentry, 
unwilling to {hare his hazardous fate, began to parley with the Catholics, and 
defert to them. In this extremity, Montgomery performed all that could be ex- 
pected from his experience and valour, and, after defending the town for fome 
days, made his retreat into the caftle. Here he fuftained an affauk, and re- 
pulfed the enemy with confiderable flaughter, and the lofs of Saint Colombe, 
and fome other officers of note, 

• An anecdote recorded of one of them marks the fpirit and gallantry which 
prevailed among the warriors of thofe times. Having received a (hot in his head, 
which deprived him of fpeech, he went into the neareft tent, and made a fign to 
have a pen and paper brought him, and fitting down to write" a letter to his mif- 
trefs with his blood, he died the moment he had finiflied it. By this time alrhoft 
every one of Montgomery's companions, as well as himielf, had received wound$;> 
and their number was daily diminifhed by defenion : unable, therefore, to hold 
out any longer, he, at length,, furrendered to the enemy. D'Aubigne affirms, 

that the count had only ambiguous promifes of life and a fare difmiflion given him 

while other hiftorians affert that the promife was abfolute. To truft the fmalleft 

ambiguity was, in his circumftances, improper, and unworthy of his fortitude ; 
he had reafon to be convinced of what he ought to have done when the Catholic 
forces returned to the fiege of Saint Lo. Being prevailed on by Matignon to 

folicit Colombiere to avoid the grand aflault, and accept of honourable conditions, 
this refolute chieftain, difdaining to be reduced to the fame fituation in which he 
faw the count, reproached him with not dying like a foldier in the breach, rather 
than be expofed to fuffer like a criminal. " It becomes you, indeed," — faid he, 
in an ironical tone — cc to propofe your behaviour as a pattern to me, when mine 
* c will no\V be of no fervice to you. But I (hall take care to teach my companions 
" how thdy ought to die." He, accordingly, took his ftation in the middle of 
the breach-f— now feventy paces in length — with his two fons on each fide of him ; 
one of thefa being twelve, and the other ten years old. The character of the man, 
as well as of the brave commander, was difcovered in this a&ion. " In yielding 
my life to God,"— faid he to thofe around him — <c I at the fame time offer to 
him what I hold deareft in the world. It is better for them to die undifhonoured 
and uncorrupted with their father, than to fall into the hands of the reprobate 
u tribe, who may pervert themi" A ball having pierced his head, he foon fell, 
and the breach was fpeedily abandoned by his followers. Compaffion, however, 
moved the Catholic foldiers to fave the lives of his forlorn offspring. His death 
*was lamented by his party as a general misfortune; and the reduction of Saint Lo 
being foon followed by that of Carantan and the other forts, the war was termi- 
nated in Normandy, and the count of Montgomery carried in triumph to Paris j 
where he was foon after beheaded. 

It appears that the queen-mother, at this juncture, had made the feizure of the 
princes and chief lords, whofe oppofxtion (he feared, her principal objeft j and 
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it is alfo faid by D f Aubigne — though the frequency of fuch accufations requires 
that they ihould be received with great caution—that Ihe tried to end her military 
operations by a recourfe.to the bale methods of affaftination : for which purpofe 
it was believed, that Maurevel, and one Saint Martin, were fent into Poitou, to 
make an attempt on the life of La Noue, which failed. In this province the duke 
of Montpenfier having colletted a number of Catholic chieftains, with their fol- 
lowers, detached Puy-Gaillard to inveft Taillemont, while he advanced to form 
the fiege of Fontenai. The fir ft of thefe places being taken, the duke had the 
advantage of befieging the latcer with his whole force. But the brave Saint 
Etienne commanded in it, who, by the bold fally he made into the Catholic camp, 
and the repulfe he gave to the firft affault of the befiegers, cooled their hopes of 
fpeedy fuccefs. At the fame time La Noue, who had forces fufficient to make a 
diverfion in favour of the befieged, though not to . engage the Catholic army* 
appeared in the neighbourhood. From the alarm taken, it was propofed to draw, 
off fome cannon from the batteries againft the town, to fecure the camp from an. 
attack ; when Montpenfier received letters from the queen-mother, requiring his 
immediate attendance upon the king, whofe life was thought every day to be in 
imminent danger. The fiege, therefore, w^sraifed. 

In the mean time, the war was continued with little intermiflion in Languedoc,; 
where "the ftrength of the Proteftants was moft entire ; and in Dauphine, where 
they had pofiefled themfelves of many places of importance. The flight of the, 
prince of Conde to Strafburgh, where he publicly renounced his late forced abju- 
ration of the Pro teftant religion, contributed to maintain the civil commotions, 
and animate the Hugonots to truft their fortune to the decifion of war, rather thai* 
to the experienced treachery of the court. He gave them aflurances that, after 
his father's example, he would devote himfelf to the fupport of their caufe, for 
which purpofe he -was then endeavouring to procure auxiliary troops from Ger- 
many, in hopes that the levy-money promifed by them would be remitted. There's 
letters to the^rffarefchal D* Amville were no lefs calculated to excite him to an open 
rupture with the court, and to revenge the treatment of their brother, as a violent 
ftretch of arbitrary power that denounced the intended ruin of their whole family. 

Though the marefchal, naturally flow, and averfe from appearing in oppofition to; 

the authority of the government, ftill employed the language of peace and fub- 
miflion, it was evident from the general afpect of affairs, that, notwithftanding all 
the queen-mother had done for deftroying the party of the malecontents, and re- 
prefling the infurre&xon of the Proteftants, the flame of war and difcord was too 
far kindled in the kingdom, to be extinguifhed by the utmoft exertion of her 
power and policy. 

The moft unequivocal Tymptoms of the king's approaching drfiblution had, by 
. this time, appeared, and it is evident She was aware of it himfelf, by allowing letter? 
patent to be tranfmitted to the governors of the provinces, requiring them to obey 

the orders of his mother, as being vefted with his authority, during his prefent 
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indifpofiticn. With this concefTion, though for fome time expe&e'd by Catharine, 
he had hitherto declined to gratify her ; and by yielding it only'in the extremity 
of his diforder, he (hewed a jealoufy and diftruft of her ufurpation over him, 
.which flbe had too long exercifed. His nomination of her, by a. formal deed, 
to the regency of the kingdom, in the .event of his death, and during the abfence 
of his brother, the king of Poland, 'was ftiil deferred, till the thirtieth of May, 
when he was feized with the molt violent pains. The conflift between his youthful 
ftrength and the fatal power of his difeafe, threw him into the moft violent con- 
vulfions, during which the blood iffued through the pores of his fkin, in almoft 
every part of his body. He expired in the evening of the day in which the letters 
of regency were framed, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, and the fourteenth 
of his reign. 

Impetuous, violent, choleric, ▼indi&ive and cruel, Charles difgraced by his* 

a&ions the throne of his anceftors ; yet, when the frailty of human nature is con- 
fidered, fome exrcnuation muft be allowed even for the vices of youth. No 
parent's' foftering hand had fown the feeds of virtue in his infant mind ; all thofe 
generous feelings which are the fources of true benevolence, and give dignity to 
man, were carefully fupprefled by an unnatural mother, whofe chief objeft was 
to render her fon a prodigy of diffimulation. In the execution of this deteftable 
plan, flie, too fatally, fucceeded ; and (lie lived to behold the dreadful eife&s of 
her own wickednefs. 

. The negative virtues of fobriety and temperance Charles certainly pqflefied: his 
apprehenfion was quick : his dilcernment acute : his elocution nervous and mafcu^- 
line : and in all the martial exercifes of the age, he is faid to have been eminently 
Ikilled. He had a tafte for the fine arts, which appeared incompatible with the 
mqrofenefs and cruelty of his temper : he not only rewarded the genius of the 
poet Ronfard, but wrote verfes in his praife, not inferior to thofe of the mafter he 
admired. He alfo compiled a book on his favourite amufement of the chace. 

Charles caufed a fmith's forge to be ere&ed in his palace, where heamufedhim- 
felf with the fabrication of gun-barrels, horfe-chains, and other pieces of fmith's 
work. He piqued himfelf on his talent of imitating, with the greateft nicety, the 
various coins in circulation, fuch as thecrowii, the double ducat, and the tefloon. 
When he- (hewed one of them to the cardinal of Lorraine for his approbation ; 

" Ah, Sir," — faid the prelate — " you can do whatever you pleafe, for you always 
cc carry your pardon in your own pocket." 

For Tome time before his death he is faid to have expreffed the deepeft remorfe 
for the maflacre of Saint Bartholomew, and for the other afts of violence to which 
he had been inftigated by his mother. On his death-bed he difplayed the feritiments 
of a king, anxious for the welfare of his people. He fpoke feelingly of the fitua- 
tion of princes duringtheir minority.; and faid, " that he was better-pleafed to die 
" without an heir, than to leave the kingdom to an infant, at a time when France 
" flood in need of , a man to redrefs her numerous ..calamities." .By his queen^ 

" Vol. III. 3 F 
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Elizabeth of Auftria, he left a daughter, who furvived him but a fhorttiine. ~ By 
his miftrefs,. Mary Toucher, daughter to a lieutenant of the police at Orleans, he 
had.onefon, who firfl enjoyed the title of grand prior, and afterwards that of 
count d'Auvergne. Charles was entombed: with; little ceremony ; and before the 
funeral convoy reached S„aint Denis, it was deferted by all the followers, except 
Brantome^ and: four- other gentlemen o£ r the bed-chamber,, and. the guard of: 
archers. 

In the lafl: year of the. reign of Charles the Ninth, the revenues produced only 
eight millions', fix hundred tlloufand livres j the mark of fiLver being feventeera 
livres, and. that of gold, two hundred. 
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. A; Bi 1574. J CHARLES> by his widow Elizabeth, left only* one daughter,, 
who' furvived him about four years, and Elizabeth herfelf retired into the do- 
minions- of her father the* emperor Maximilian; while Catharine affumihg the 
:power which the deceafed monarch's laft words had conferred on. her, drfplayed 

thofe. abilities- which arofe in proportion to the emergency of her fituation. She 
clofely guarded the king of Navarre, and. the. duke of Alen^n, with the mare- 
fchals de:Mbntmorenci ; and' de Coffe ; fhe negociated a. truce with the Hugonots 
raifed new levies among the Swifs and- G'ermans, difpatched repeated meffengers 
to haftea the journey of the king of Poland,, and, impatient of delay, fet out for 
the city of Lyons; to meet hinu 

On receiving the welcome news of his brother's deceafe, Henry fecretly quit- 
ted Poland^ and haftily fled from the throne to which, he had been fo lately elect- 
ed;, before the tidings were publicly known,, or his- defigns could be impeded^ 
he had^ reached- the frontiers of Germany, and was entertained at Vienna, by Max- 
imilian with magnificence y thence he directed his courfe through the territories of 
♦the Venetians, refted a few days in Turin; and a. little more than three months 
from, the death- of Charles, embraced his mother at Lyons, and. received from 
her hands the reigns of government. 

In his early youth Henry had difplayed the promife of uncommon abilities j hi* 
manners^were infinuating, his perfon graceful, his countenance beautiful ; and his 
people regarded with. the moft partial expectations, the hero, of Jarnac and .Mont^ 
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.contour ; but the meridian of his fame was ill calculated to correfpoud with the- 
iuftre of his dawning glory, and his fubje£ts foon difcerned a monarch, irrefolute, 
inconftant, indolent, and voluptuous; mingling devotion with fenfuality, and 
alternately governed by the licentious minions of his court, or by bigoted priefts 
who aflumed the dire&ion of his confcience. 

Though he releafed from confinement the king of Navarre, and his brother 
the duke of Alengon, he ftill continued to obferve their fteps with the moft vigi- 
lant jealoufy : but the cares of government were only confidered fecondary to 
thofe of love ; his paffion for the princefs of Conde blazed forth with increafe cf 
violence. Reafon, decency, and honour, in vain oppofed its progrefs, and 
Henry was already determined to diffolve the marriage of Mary with the prince 
of. Conde, and to raife her to his bed and throne, when his defigns were broken 
by the unexpected ftroke of death ; that princefs, in the pride of beauty and 
youth, fuddenly. expired ; while the royal lover, devoting himfelf to all the- 
luxury of forrow, attefted the ardour, of his affeClion, by remaining feveral days 
infenfible to the language of confolation, and obftinately rejecting whatever food, 
was offered him. 

From this trance he was awakened by the reprefentations of his minifters, and" 
the firft aft of fovereignty was to reft ore to the duke of Savoy feveral places 
which the French ft ill retained in Piedmont. But the impolicy of this meafure 
was forgotten in the fuperior imprudence of his refolution to profecute the war, 
againft the Hugonots. The cardinal of Lorrain, whofe fatal counfels. influenced 
the irrefelute mind of Henry, furvived not to behold the fcenes of flaughter 
which he had planned ; and the marefchal D' Amville, informed of the royal de- 
termination, boldly eretted the ftandard of oppofition, andfupported in Langue- 
doc the principles of Calvanifm. The prince of Conde previous to the death of 
Charles the Ninth, had efcaped to Stralburg, and abjured the Catholic religion ; 
he now returned to join the forces of the confederates ; while the duke of -Alen- 
<jon, inflamed by wild ambition, deferted the court and armed againft his bro- 
ther. 

A. D. 1575.] Amidft the ftorms which threatened his throne on every fide 
the king was crowned at Rheims by the cardinal of Guife, and the next day be- 
llowed his hand on Louifa, daughter to the count of Vaudemont, of the houfe 
of Lorrain. The war with the Proteftants was maintained with various fuccefsv 
The duke of Guife acquired frefti laurels by the defeat of a confiderable body 
of German auxiliaries ; but Lefdiguieres eftablifhed himfelf in Dauphine, and 
the queen mother, alarmed at his progrefs, releafed the marefchalsde Coffe and 
Montmorenci, and prevailed on the latter to negociate a truce.. It was concluded 
for fix months only, and the towns of Niort, Saumur, la Charite, Mefieres, St.. 
Jean d'Aageli, and Coignac, were furrendered to the reformed,, as pledges for 
their fecurity ; while Henry endured a frefti mortification from abroad, by the 
determination. of thePolifh diet to chufe anew fovereign, and to place* the crowa 
eti the head of the prince of Tranfylvania* 
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A. D, 1576.] In the late commotions, the king of Navarre had affe&ed to 

remain an unconcerned fpe&ator ; he now feized the favourable moment of flight* 

efcaped to his government of Guienne, and openly profeffed again the tenets of 

Calvinifm ; the duke of Alen^on again refumed his intrigues; the prince of Conde 
.appeared at the head of a numerous body of Germans ; and the boundlefs ambi- 
tion of the duke of Guife, who commanded the Catholic army, was equally for- 
midable to Henry with the daring defigns of the confederates. Thus alike fearful 
of victory, or defeat, he fubferibed a peace, by which the reformed were allowed 
the free exercife of their religion, with the reftrittion of not preaching within two 
miles of Paris, or any place where the court refided ; chambers of juftice were 
erected in every parliament, confifting of equal numbers of Catholics and Protef- 
tants, the memory of Coligni and his afibciatcs were honourably reftored, and 
>the fafety of the Hugonots was confirmed by the ceffion of eight fortified towns. 

To gratify his brother, the king had ceded to him the countries of Anjou, 
Touraine, and Berri, with the title of duke of the former : the prince of Conde 
was to have the government of Picardy ; Lefdiguires, and d'Amville in Dauphine 
.and Languedoc affiimed an haughty independency ; the Germans, raifed by prince 
Cafimir, were permitted to live at free quarters in the bifliopric of Langres ; and 
Henry beheld, with indignation, great part of his dominions parcelled out amongft 
his Proteftant fubjefts, and their formidable allies ; but a more fatal blow to his 
authority originated in the jealoufy of the Catholics, who, irritated by the late 
favourable conditions granted to the Calvinifts, formed themfelves into a league, 
and chofe as their protestors the pope and the king of Spain. Henry, though 
fenfible of the melancholy degradation, by the advice of his minifters, declared 
himfelf the head of this affociation, and by the importunities of the leaguers was 
foon compelled to refcind the late edi£t of pacification. 

A. D. 1577, X579-] While the king was immerfed in fenfual enjoyments, his 
fubje&s experienced all the miferies which attend a weak and divided adminiftra- 
tion. The religious enmity of the Catholics and Hugonots was repeatedly f im- 
pended by treaties, which as they were made without faith, were broken without 
hefitation. But amidft the fcenes of dark intrigue and open violence, which for 
three fucceffive years difhonoured and afflicted the kingdom, the virtues of the 
young king of Navarre attained to maturity, and burft forth with an increafe of 
luflre which eclipfed his rivals, dazzled the eyes of the beholders, and confirmed 
the hopes of the Calvinifts, whofe religious tenets he profeffed. In the treaty of 
Nerac, he had baffled the artifices of the vily Catherine ; and on the fubfequent 
violation of that treaty, he furprifed the town of Cahors ; forced open the gates ; 
and though the governor, with undaunted courage, maintained, during five days, 
an ob ft in ate and unprecedented conflict in the ftreets, the valour of the king of 
Navarre triumphed over every difficulty, and planted at laft the banners of hit 
party on the ramparts of that city. 
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: It was not alone in France that religious rancour had kindled the flames of civil 
-war. The gloomy light was beheld with horror through the Netherlands ; 'and 
the unrelenting Philip, feconded by the zeal of the duke of Alva, had involved 
numbers of his FlemiGi fubjetts in exile, torture, and death. The iiluftrious 
birth and memorable fervices of the counts Egmont and Horn, could not preferve 

them from an ignominious fate ; and the prince of Orange only efcapedthe perfidy 

of his fovereign, and the ftroke of the executioner, by an hafty retreat into Ger- 
many. Hefoon returned to aroufe his countrymen to the defence of their civil 
and religious freedom ; and the Flemings, opprelfed by the fuperior forces of 
Spain, fought new refources in foreign alliances, and addrelfed themfelves to the 
duke of Anjou. The fovereignty of the Low Countries was tco fplendid an allure- 
ment to be refilled by a prince vain, rafh, and ambitious ; bis ardour, atthe fame 
time, was inflamed by the hopes of obtaining the hand of Elizabeth ; and the 
queen of England, defirous of refilling the tyranny of Philip, yet cautious of 
committing herfeif to open hoftilities, embraced the opportunity, by the mod 

flattering declarations, of exciting the duke of Anjou to the defence of the 
Flemings, 

A. D. 1580.] But before the duke could embark in this enterprife, it was firft 
neceffary that- he fhould at leaft fufpend, if not extinguifh, the flames of civil 
difcord which raged through the kingdom of France. His proffered mediation 
was readily accepted by Henry, who by alternately profeffing to patronife each, had 
ioft the confidence of both factions, and beheld his Catholic fubjefts range them- 
felves under the banners of the duke of Guife, while the Proteftants avowed their 
open attachment to the king of Navarre. Both had exhaufted their ftrengch in 
various efforts, without either acquiring an afcendancy ; and a treaty was quickly 
concluded, notwithftanding the oppofition of the prince of Conde, which con- 
firmed the former edift of pacification, and left the Poteftants in poffeffion of the 
cautionary towns for fix years. 

A. D. 1581.] The duke of Anjou had fcarcely unfurled his ftandard, before 
it was joined by the flower of French chivalry ; and at the^head of twelvethoufand 
foot, and four thoufandhorfe, he marched to the relief of Cambray, which was 
inverted by the army of Philip, commanded by the prince of Parma ; that prudent 
general retired at the approach of -this new antagoriift, who entered Cambray in 
triumph, was faluted by the inhabitants as the protestor of their freedom ; and 
after reducing Cateau Cambrefis* embarked for England, to fd licit the hand and 
fupport of Elizabeth, 

A. D. 158a, 1583.] From that queen he received the molt gracious reception; 
and though her prudence afterwards retrafted the promifes which flie had been' 
betrayed into by his ^flattery and importunity, fhefurnifliedhim withaconfiderabte 
fum of money, and a numerous fleet, to fecondhis enterprifes in the Low Coun- 
tries. He was reinforced from France by the duke de Montpenfier, and the 

marefchal Biron,' with a body of feven or eight thoufand men 5 but his ownca- 
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price and perfidy difappointed the ambitious hopes which he had entertained : and 
he refolved, by making himfelf mailer of thofe towns into which his troops had 
been admitted, to opprefs that liberty which he was fummoned to protett. His 
defigns could not efcape the penetrating eye of the prince of Orange ; his treach- 
erous attempt on Antwerp was repulfed by the valour of the inhabitants ; the gates 
of the other cities were fliut againlt him ; his troops were afiailed by famine and 
difeafe ; and though the prudence of the prince of Orange alfe&ed an apparent 
reconciliation, the duke of Anjou, with a broken conftitution, retired to France, 
deferted by his friends, and derided by his enemies. 

A. I). 1 584-] Though Henry ever afterwards regarded with contempt the abili- 
ties and defigns of his brother, his own condutt was equally deftitute of decency, 
-policy, or judgment. He beftowed on his favourite, the duke of Joyeufe, the 
fupreme dire&ion of affairs, and raifed him to an alliance with the throne, by 
uniting him in marriage to the filler of his queen. Balls, banquets, and religious 
proceffions, confumed thofe treafures which might have been fuccefsfully employed 
in reprefling the rifmg influence of the king of Navarre and the duke of Guife j 
the latter by his intrigues had drawn from his retirement the duke of Anjou, who, 
tranfported with the hopes of retrieving his loft reputation, entered into the views,, 
and engaged to fecond the plans of the houfe of Lorraine ; but ever fickle and 

capricious, he foon repented of this new enterprife; he flew to court, proflrated 
himfelf at the feet of the king, and revealed the confpiracy in which he had em- 
barked. Henry received him with tendernefs, and difmified him to Chateau 
Thierri, where a rapid decline foon terminated a life, ftained by levity, perfidy, 
and profligacy. 

The death of the duke of Anjou difconcerted, but did not extinguifh, the 
daring projects of the houfe of Lorraine. The three brothers, the duke and car- 
dinal of Guife, with the duke of Miyenne, openly placed themfelves at the head 
of the league, and inflaming the people with the dread of an heretic fovereign, 
avowed their refolution to transfer the pretenfions of the king of Navarre to his 
uncle, the cardinal of Bourbon, a zealous papift, but who, incapable from age 
and weaknefs of holding the reins of government himfelf, was to deliver them 
Into the hands of the duke of Guife- Henry was foon apprifed of the intentions 
of the confederates, by the duke d'Epernon, who lhared his favour with Joyeufe,, 
he prefied the kiug of Navarre to reconcile himfelf to the eftablifhed church, and 
as next prince of the blood, to remove the only objeftion that could be urged 

againlt his fucceflion ; but the king of Navarre was deaf to the arguments of 
d'Epernon and though his friend Pleflis Mornay, by publifhing his fentiments, 
confirmed the Hugonots in their opinion of his conftancy, he unfortunately afforded; 
a plaufible pretence to the league, who openly reviled their fovereign as treating 
with heretics, and entered into a clofe alliance with Spain ; by a treaty, figned at 

Joinviile, they agreed, in return for., certain pecuniary fupplies, on the death of 
Henry the Third, to acknowledge the cardinal of Bourbon as king, to enforce the 
council of Trent through France, and to reduce Gambray.to the yoke of Philip. . 
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The court of Rome entered info the views of the confederates, and fandioned 
by her holy authority the ambition of the Guiles. The impatience of their new- 
ally the king of Spain, compelled them to take the field before they had aflcmblcd 
their adherents ; with a feeble army, fcarce exceeding five thoufand men, the duke 
of Guife occupied Verdun, but was repulfed from Metz by the vigilance of the 
duke d'Epernon. The loyalty of the marefchal Matignon preferved Bourdeaux ; 
and though Marfeilles was furprifed by the league, it was next day recovered by 
the arms of the royalifts. Had Henry at this moment refumed that fpirit which, 
he formerly difplayed in the fields of Jarnac and Moncontour, he might have 
eftablifhed his tottering throne, and chafed the duke of Guife from his dominions : • 
but alternately the Have of pleafure and fuperftition, he was no longer capable of 
any great or arduous enterprife ; he concluded a peace on the molt difiionourable 
terms, with thofe very rebels whofe prefumption he might have chaftifed ; and. 
agreed, at the imperious voice of the duke of Guife, to compel the Proteftants 
to reftore the cautionary towns that they had received, to annul all edifts in their 
favour, and to devote his troops and treafures to the fervice of the league. 

A. D. 1585.] With terror and aftonifhment the king of Navarre heard the 
fatal conditions, which menaced his own fucceflion, and placed an empty fceptre 
in the hand of Henry. That monarch foon experienced that the mod fatal event 
of war ought to have been preferred to an ignominious peace. His capital could' 
110 longer be confidered as his own, A council of fixteen citizens of Paris, nomi- 
nated by the influence of the duke of Guife, infulted their fovereign, and filled the 
ftreets with confufion. A gleam of hope broke in from the court of Rome ; Sixtus 
the Fifth, who had fucceeded to theapoftolical throne, launched the fpiritual thun- 
ders on the heads of thole who had prefumed to arm againft the crown. But 
governed only by a temper turbulent and afluming, he increafed the public anarchy 
by excommunicating foon after the king of Navarre, the prince of Conde, and 
all their adherents. The Proteftants weakened and opprefied fought flicker in 
Guienne and Dauphine ; and the king of Navarre, and the prince of Conde, 
embraced ae their only means of fafety the calamities of war. The latter, after 
having in vain attempted to relieve Angiers, was forced to difperfe his troops, and 
with difficulty efcaped to England. 

A. D. 1586.] Five armies levied in the name of the king threatened with- 
their numbers to overwhelm the fmall band of Proteftants.. The moft numerous 
was entrufted to the command of the duke of Mayenne, who entered Guienne, 
and harrafled his forces in the fruitlefs purfuit of the king of Navarre ; three more,, 
led by d'Epernon, Joyeufe, and Matignon, were equally unfuccefsful. But the- 
duke of Guife extended his fame and conquefts in Champagne and Burgundy,, 
and confirmed by his exploits- the confidence of the league. Yet the people loud- 
ly murmured at the new taxes which were impofed for the continuance of the wan. 

The return of the prince of Conde with troops and money from England, arid his : 
fuhfequent fuccefs.ia Saintonge, allowed .them not. to expeft afpeedy concliifion o£" 
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it; the marefchal Biron, indeed, recovered feveral places from the reformed^ 
but he maintained at the fame time an auftere referve towards the leaguers j while 
cTAmville, who, by the death of his brother, was become marefchal Montmoren- 
ci, affirmed in Languedoc the tone of independence, declared himfelf the head 
of a third party attached to the ancient conftitution in church and ftate, and while 
he ftiled the Proteflants heretics, he treated the leaguers as rebels* 

A. D. 1587.] Each day diminifhed the remnant of authority which the king 
continued to poffefs, and encreafed the difficulties of his fituation ; on one fide 
the Germans and Swifs prepared to pour their fources into France and join the 
troops of the king of Navarre ; on the other Henry equally dreaded the leaders 
of the league, and confidered the duke of Guife his molt formidable enemy, His 
favourite Joyeufe, accompanied by the flower of the French nobility, was defeat- 
ed and flain at Coutras . In that a&ion, which firft crowned the Hugonots with 
decifive victory, the king of Navarre difplayed all the qualities which diftinguifh 
the foldier and the general ; but his inability to fupport his troops prevented him 
from improving his advantage ; he was compelled to difband his forces ; and 
with the impatience of a lover, he haftened to lay his laurels at the feet of his 
miftrefs. 

The prince of Conde foon after expired at St. Jean d'Angeli of poifon ; a crime 
which was imputed to his confort, but whofe innocence was vindicated by a public 
trial. 

The Germans and Swifs, hopelefs of joining their allies, fixed and received the 
price of their retreat ; and the inhabitants of Paris, delivered from the dread of 
foreign invafion, determined to reduce Henry to the moft mortifying infignifi- 
. cance, and to veft the fole adminiftration in the hands of the duke of Guife. In 
purfuanceof this defign, they prefented a memorial, in which they required the 
king to declare openly for the league, to revive thp council of Trent, to eftablifh 
the inquifition, and to extirpate herefy. Though Henry could not entirely reprefs 
his indignation, he yet promifed to confider their requefts. But alarmed at their 
Infolence, heobferved with a vigilant eye their conduct, and meditated vindicat- 
ing his dignity by furprifing the whole council at once ;< from this defign he was 
diffuaded by Catharine ; and his imprudence in feverely reproaching and boldly 
menacing a faction which he fuftered to efcape with impunity, ferved only to in- 
flame the enmity of the leaguers, whonowfummoned the duke of Guife to their 
fupport. 

A. D. 1588.] Contrary to theexprefs command of his fovereign, the duke 
of Guife entered Paris amidft the acclamations of the citizens, and demanded an 
audience of the king. Incapable of refufmg, yet deeply wounded by repeated 
mfults, Henry recalled his former refolution, and declared that the moment of 
interview fhould be the lalt of his prefumptuous fubjecl. The tears and remon- 
ilrances of Catharine again interpofed. The indignant features of the monarch 

proclaimed the conflict within ; he fternly accufed the duke of fedition, treafon 1 , 
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aftd the mo ft daring defigas againft his life arid throne. The duke of Guife 
fenfible of his danger, endeavoured to difarm his rage by fubmiflion ; he was 
differed to retire in fecurity; but convinced of the hazard he had incurred, 
and hopelefs of any fincere reconciliation, he immediately determined on the 
moft decifive meafures. 

' The angry countenances of the Parifians betrayed the fecret emotions of 
their minds, and foretold the aproaching temped. Six thoufand of the troops, 
whofe fidelity Henry could depend upon, had received orders to enter the capi- 
tal. Their ready appearance was the fignal of general infurredtion ; the citizens 
by myriads quitted the mftruments of their peaceful occupations to aflume th 
weapons of war. The guards were aftonifhed, overwhelmed, and difarmed ; 
but amid ft the tumult, while Catherine engaged the duke in an artful negociation, 
Henry quitted his palace, efcaped through the garden of the Thuilleries, and 
iurvcying his capital with the eye of offended majefty, declared he would never 
enter it again but through a breach in the walls. > 

From Paris Henry retired to Chartres, and publicly appealed to his fubjefts 
from the infolence of the duke of Guife, and the tyranny of the leaguers. He 
•was anfwered by manifeftos which breathed the fpirit of fedition inflamed by 
religious rancour. Yet while the mutual accufations of both parties feemed to 
allow no other decifion but that of arms, the mediation of Catherine was again 
accepted, and Henry was once more in appearance reconciled to a fubjeft whom 
he hated and feared. The firmnefs of the parliament, and the levity of the 
Parifians, had influenced the duke of Guife to liften to terms of accomodation ; 
while Henry was impreffed with dread by the formidable preparations of the 
king of Spain. By the articles of the new treaty, the duke of Guife was con- 
stituted lieutenant of the French armies ; the cardinal of Bourbon was declared 
fir ft prince of the blood; and the fevereft penalties were denounced againft the 
fubjects of France who had prefumed to deviate from the ancient and eitablifhed 
church. On the conclufion of the treaty, the duke of Guife waited on the king 
at Chartres, and was received with marks of refpeft and confidence that feemed 
to proclaim the moft fincere reconciliation. 

Yet amidft thefe public tefti monies of regard, Henry continued to nourifli a 
latent thirft of vengeance, and was determined to inflict on the duke the juft 
but tardy puriilhmeiit of his prefumption. Exafperated at the ignominious con- 
ceflions into which the counfels of his mother -had betrayed 'him, he for ever 
excluded her from his confidence. He aflembled the ftates at Blois and though 
he beheld hinilelf fur rounded by the partifans of the league, he addreffed them 
in a bold and animated fpeech, difplayed the diftrefs to which he was reduced, 
and glanced at the feditious ^radices of the houfe of Lorraine. Language fo un- 
expected ftruck the duke of Guife with aftonifhment ; he remonftrated ftrongly 

againft the infmuations it conveyed, and Henry was compelled, before it was 

-circulated abroad, to foften the moft obnoxious paffages. 

Yol. IIL 3 II 
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To this mortification fucceeded intelligence the moll alarming : he was inform- 
ed that his afpiring fubjeft held a fecret and treafonable correfpondence with the 
duke of Savoy; he perceived that the ftates were determined to declare the king 
of Navarre by name incapable of the fucceffion ; and that his own repofe, and 
the tranquillity of the kingdom, could only be eftablifhed by the death of the 
duke of Guife. He fummoned in this exigency the few friends in whofe fidelity 
and fecrecy he could truftj the number and quality of them convey to us fome 
idea of his forlorn fituation ; and the cabinet council of the fovereign of France 
was compofed of the marefchal d'Aumont, Nicholas and Lewis d'Angennes, and 
Beauvais Nangis. The firft advifed the king to arreft the princes of Lorraine ; 
but Henry was fenfible that fuch an attempt would only ferve to inflame fubjeds 
too powerful for reftraint ; and the reft concurred in encouraging him to extin- 
guiih the ambition of the duke of Guife with his life. 

In the execution of this defign, Henry difplayed the fame calm diffimulation as 
had chara&erifed his brother Charles ; Grillon, who commanded the royal guards, 
and who was celebrated for his perfonal courage, was firft applied to to ftrike 
the fatal blow ; but with a dignity of mind equal to his valour, he replied that 
his rank and fervices allowed him not to play the executioner. " I will chal* 
" lenge the duke," continued he, 6C and if permitted, endeavour to kill him 
" fairly with my fword." The king received his refuial with a good grace ; and 
only recommended to him fecrecy. He now fixed on Loignac, the firft gentle- 
man of his bed-chamber, who readily accepted the commiflion, and was joined 
by a fele& number of Gafcons whom the duke d'Epernon had introduced for 
the immedite prote&ion of the king's perfon. 

Yet the adherents of the duke of Guife, ever anxious and vigilant were foon 
apprifed that fome dark defign was meditated, and their leader was repeatedly 
admonifhed that he flood on the edge of a precipice. But relying on that for- 
tune which hitherto had invariably attended him, and imprefTed with a ftrong but 
miftaken idea of Henry's timidity, he determined to attend the council he was 
fummoned to. As he entered the cabinet of the king, through a long and 
gloomy paflage, he was aflailed by the daggers of Loignac and his afibciates. 
Six poniards at once were plunged in his bofom ; and exclaiming with a deep 
groan, " My God, have mercy on me !" he fell breathlefs on the floor. 

Thus perifhed Henry duke of Guife the vi&im of his own inordinate ambition. 
•Though his talents appear not to have equalled thofe of his father, his courage,, 
magnanimity, and insinuating addrefs endeared him to the citizens of Paris, over 
whom his influence was uncontrouled. His brother the cardinal of Guife, more 
violent, but lefs enterprifing,. was involved in his deftrudion ; and Henry the 
moment he was informed of the fate of the former, pafled into the apartment 
of the. queen mother, and acquainting her with the event, added, " I am now a 
king, madam, and have no competitor, for the duke of Guife is no more. 5 ' 
Catherine, without blaming or commending the a£uon, only coldly afked, if he; 

had confidered the confequences*. 
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A. D. 1589.] That princefs had been for fome time confined to her bed by 
afevere indifpofition ; accuftorned to the fupreme direction of affairs, her haughty 
temper could ill brook the referve that for fome time the king had maintained 
towards her : the pangs of difeafe were rendered more intolerable by the agita- 
tion of her mind : As her end approached, her eyes were opened to a juft fenfe 
of the infidious policy which ihe had fo long and lb fatally purfued ; in her lad 
moments (he exhorted Henry to reconcile himfelf to the princes of his.<blood 9 . 
particularly the king of Navarre, whofe fincerity {he declared Ihe had conftantly 
experienced ; and to reilore the tranquillity of France, by allowing the free ex- 

ercife of the Proteftant religion. In her Seventieth year flie funk into the grave,, 
and efcaped by a timely death beholding the deftru&ion of her lalt and favou- 
rite fon. 

The king was foon convinced how neceflary it was for him to adopt the dying 
councils of Catherine. On the fate of the Guifes, the crowd that had attended 
him to Blois haftily difperfed j the multitude abhorred him, the majority of his- 
nobles were combined againft him, his favourites on whom he had profufedly 
lavifhed his treafures deferted him, and the clergy whom he had blindly reveren- 
ced publicly reviled him. All zealous Catholics were armed againfl: him ; the 
citizens of his capital reje&ed his authority, and chofe the duke of Aumale as 
their governor j the dottors of the Sarbonne openly abfolved his fubjefts from 
their allegiance ; and the council of union, compofed of forty members, aflum- 
ing a fovereign power, conftituted the duke of Mayenne, brother to the late 
duke of Guile, lieutenant-general of the ftate royal and crown of France : a 
dignity pompous, abfurd, and before unknown ; their zeal would even have ex- 
tended to him the title of king, had not this caution induced him. to decline the 
dangerous pre-eminence. Rouen, and the greateft part of Normandy declared: 
for the league ; Lyons, Thouloufe, Marfeilles, Aries, and Toulon, with the 
provinces of Brittany and Auvergne embraced the fame party ; the Spanilh am- 
baffador repaired to Paris, and nouriihed by his gold the fa&ious councils- of the 
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of the duke of Guife, and involved the king in the 



tion. 
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profpeft before him, a ray of hope broke in from the honourable and difmtereft- 
ed attachment of the princes of the blood ; thefe haftened to devote to his fervice 
their lives and fortunes ; and their example was followed by the dukes d'Epernon 
and Nevers, and the marefchal Montmorenci ; a reconciliation was effefted be- 
tween the kings of France and Navarre ; and the former inverted in Tours by 
the duke of Mayenne, after defending the fuburbs with the fame gallantry as he 
had difplayed in early life, was relieved by the latter, who prelfed forwards witfr 
his troops to his aflirtance, and difdained when he joined the royal ftandard to ex- 
tort from the necelfilies of the king any conditions, for his own advantage. Large 
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levies were diligently raifed in Switzerland and Germany ; yet the mind of Henry, 

amidft the hope of returning fortune, feemed continually opprefied by the fpiri- 
t-ual cenfures of the court of Rome ; and it required the utmoft addrefs of the 
king of Navarre to animate his drooping fpirits : " Let us, fire/ 1 faid that prince 
with his ufual vivacity, " march to Paris, and if we are victorious, we fhall be 
cc eafily abfolved." The council was approved — their fuperior forces, joined by 

theSwifs and Germans, fwept the revolted towns in their progrefs ; and fwelled 
.by fuccefs to near forty thouiand men, on the lafl of July they invefted the capital 
of France, 

The duke of Mayenne, with four thoufand regular foldiers, endeavoured to 
confirm the courage and conftancy of the inhabitants ; but Henry urged the fiege 

with inceflant ardour ; within the walls the royaliits were ftill numerous; and 
Paris muft foon have been reduced to acknowledge the authority of her fove- 
■ reign, had not the punifliment which her feditious and turbulent citizens had ib 
long provoked been averted by the dagger of affaffination. James Clement, a 
Jacobin friar, and native of Sens, of ftrong paffions but weak intelledts, had ea- 
gerly liftened to the treafonable and daring cifcourfes which the popular preach- 
ers of the league daily thundered from their pulpits. A difpoiition, naturally 
gloomy and fanatical, was inflamed to defperation by thefe intemperate ha- 
rangues ; and either impelled by that fanguinary fuperftition that ftrong ly marks 
the times, or prompced by perfons of fuperior rank, who viewed- in the return 
of Henry their own deftru&ion, he determined by one fatal ftroke to extinguifh 
the enemy of the pope, and of the Catholic religion. With a pafiport procured 
under falfe pretences from the count de Brienne, one of the king's generals then 
a prifoner, and a letter forged from the prefictent Harlay, who at that time was 
confined in the Baftile, he fet out from Paris for St. Cloud, the royal quarters ; 
on the road he met the attorney-general, and informing him that he had fome im- 
portant intelligence to communicate to the king in perfon, he was entertained by 
that officer at his houf \ who alfo engaged to procure him an audience of Henry. 

The next morning he was accordingly introduced to the king, to whom he pre- 
sented his letters ; but while Henry was attentively occupied in the perufal of 
them, Clement fuddenly plunged a knife, that he had concealed in his fleeve, in 
the bowels of his unhappy fovereign. The wounded monarch inftantly drew it 
out, and twice (truck with it the aflaflin ; the attorney-general, with a blow of his 
iword, extended him on the floor ; and the imprudent zeal of two of the royal 
guards immediately difpatched him. 

Henry at iirft had flattered himfelf that his wound was not mortal ; but fre- 
quent fainting s foon convinced him of his approaching end, and he prepared to 

meet it with a fortitude and compofure worthy of his high fituation. He fummon- 
ed to his prefence the king of Navarre, whom he tenderly embraced and declared 
•his lawful fucceffor ; he exhorted the nobility to acknowledge and fupport their new 

fovereigiiT-and expired the next morning in the fixteenth year of his reign, and 
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the thirty-ninth of his age. In him was finally extinguifhed the race of Valois 
and his widow. Louifa, of the houfe of Lorrain, after lamenting the untimely, 
fete of her confort, whofe tendernefs fhe had invarabiy experienced, retired* 
amidft the diftrattions of her bleeding country, to linger through a life of twelve- 
years of blamelefs abfcurity. 




HENRY THE FOURTH. 



BY the death of Henry the Third, the fceptre of France was transferred 
from the houfe of Valois to that of Bourbon, and placed in the hand of Henry 
the Fourth, the fir ft monarch of that family* The religious commotions which 
fo long had agitated France, had affli&ed alfo great part of Europe, The pru- 
dence of Elizabeth had, indeed, fecured the internal tranquillity of England 
but the tempeft had raged with redoubled violence in Scotland — the amiable, but 
unfortunate Mary, who had fought flielter in Britain from the fury of a rude, 
haughty, and turbulent people, inflamed with fanguinary zeal for the do&rines of 
C4alvinifm, had, after the farce of a public trial, perifhed on the fcaffold the vic- 
tim of the female jealoufy of Elizabeth. To avenge her death, the king of Spain 
filled his ports with naval preparations ; but his fleet, which from the fize of his 
fhips, and the ample manner in which they were equipped, obtained the name of 
the Invincible Armada, was defeated by the lighter veflels and fuperior dexterity 
of the Englifh ; and the remnant of an armament^ on which the treafures of "the 
Indies and America had been profufely lavifhed, fhattered by the winds and waves, 
and purfued by the triumphant navy of Elizabeth, efcaped with difficulty into the 
ports of Spain. > 

To the vaft continetof America, difcovered by the daring genius of Columbus, 
and reduced to fubje&ion by the :arms of Cortez and Pizarro, Philip had fome 
time fince added the dominions of Portugal. The people of that country had 
firfi of all the Europeans defpifed the narrow and beaten trad of navigation, boldly 
committed themfeives to the wide expanfe of the ocean, eftabliflied their colonies 
on the coaft of Africa, founded new cities in Afia, and planted Brazil, in Ameri- 
ca, a valuable fettlement of which they ftill retain pofleflion. But their monarch 
Sebaftian, impelled by frantic zeal and romantic valour, had perifhed waging a 
fruitlefs war in Africa againft: the difciples of Mahomet 5 his crown paffed. to his 

Vol. III. 3 I 
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uncle Don Henry, a cardinal and a prieft ; and on the death of Henry, the pre- 
tenfions of Philip, feconded by the armies of Spain and the experience of Alva, 
triumphed over the feebler efforts of his competitors, and annexed the kingdom 
of Portugal to the dominions of Spain. 

But this acceflion of ftrength had not enabled that monarch to fubdue the re- 
volted provinces of the Netherlands, and to bend to the yoke the ftubborn minds 
of the Flemings. A people naturally obfiinate and perfevering, were confirmed 
in their oppofition by that very cruelty which had been exerted to reduce them ; 
their habitual phlegm was quickened by the fire and commanding genius of Wil- 
liam prince of Orange ; feveral years had now been confumed in the important 
conflict ; and Philip, exafperated by refiftance, extended his enmity to the re- 
formed beyond the limits of his own dominions ; he regarded with dread a Proteft- 
ant prince on the throne of France ; and was determined clofely to conneft himfelf 
with the chiefs of the league; while Elizabeth, intent on extirpating the Catho- 
lic religion from every country in Europe to which her power and influence could 

reach, was prepared to fupport a king whofe religious principles were fimilar to 
her own. 

A. D. 1589.] Such were the ftate and inclinations of the two mod powerful 
potentates in Europe, when the ftroke of affaffination difmifed Henry the Third 
from a turbulent and ignominious reign. His fuccefTor, Henry the Fourth, who 
had completed his thirty- fifth year, and was equally adorned with all the fplendid 
qualities of mind and body, eloquent in council, intrepid ina&ion, fertile in re- 
fources ; a great general, an undaunted foldier, and a penetrating ftatefmen, be- 
heM in a moment a profpett prefented to his view, which, as it might kindle the 
ambition of the coldeft, was fufficient to damp the ardour of the moll afpiring 
fpirit. The crown of France, his right by defcent, was the objeft of his hopes j 
but innumerable objefts ftilloppofed the peaceable pofleffion of it. He was in- 
deed, at the head of a confiderable army, but the greateft part of his troops, as. 
well as of his fubjecls, confided of Catholics; his capital was in the hands of: 
a fattion formidable by their numbers, and daring in their defigns ; his coffers- 

were empty ; and the mofl fertile provinces of France acknowledged the authority 
of the league. 

The Swifs guards, with their colonel Sanci, firft faluted Henry as their fove- 
reign ; the marefchal Biron aflured him of his fidelily ; the principal Catholics,, 
Bellegarde, D 5 6, Chateauvieux, d'Entragues, and Darnpierre, who had attach- 
ed themfelves to the fortunes of the late king, were induced to declare themfelves . 
in favour of the prefent ; but the duke d'Epernon, under pretence of refenting- 
the little deference that was fliown to him, retired with the troops more immediate- - 
ly under his command, and firft communicated to the camp the, contagious fpirit-; 
of difaffe&ion. * 

The duke of Mayenne, in Paris, was,, on this critical occafion, at leaft as : 
much embarrafied as Henry j but in a-fituation the mofl. delicate, he condu&ed < 
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himfelf with dignity and judgment, and juftified the favourable opinion which his 
party entertained of his abilities. He declined the dangerous title of king, which 
he was earneftly folicited to accept ; he reje&ed a propofal that was made to offer 
the crown to Philip of Spain j but at the fame time he exhorted the people of 
France to live and die in the Catholic religion, and as the king of Navarre was 
an heretic, to acknowledge as their fovereign the cardinal of Bourbon. 

The defertion of the duke d'Epernon was foon followed by that of the moft zea- 
lous Catholics ; and Henry, fenfible of the daily diminution of his forces, retired 
from the walls of Paris, and flowly dire&ed his march toward Normandy. The 
governor of Dieppe opened the gates of that city, and readily admitted his fove-- 
reign; the officer to whom the league had entrufted Caen, difplayed the fame: 
difinterefted loyalty ; the acquifition of two places ftrongly fortified, and provided 
with numerous garrifons, which might long have refilled the efforts of the royal- 
army, was highly acceptable to the king j who was now able to preferve a free 

communication with England, the only power he could depend upon for effe&uali 
afliftance. 

The duke of Mayenne was equally confcious of the importance of the revolted: 
towns ; the zeal of the Parifians profufely fupplied him with every pecuniary aid 
he drew large levies of foldiers from Lorrain ; at the head of an army of thirty 
thoufand men, he advanced towards Normandy, and threatened to overwhelm 
the royal forces, fcarce amounting to feven thoufand, and to reftore Dieppe to the 
authority of the league ; his fuperior numbers in either enterprife muft have infured 
fuccefs, had he rapidly preffed forwards ; but naturally cautious and flow in all his 
motions, his dilatory march afforded Henry leifure to fhelter himfelf under the 
walls of Arques. In that pofition he was attacked by the duke of Mayenne, who, . 
after feveral ineffeftual attempts on the intrenchments of the royalifts, was com- 
pelled to retire wich the lofs of above fix hundred men. The fatisfa&ion of Henry 
at having repelled fo formidable an antagonift,. was heightened by the welcome 
intelligence, that the Swifs cantons, the republic of Venice, and the queen of 
England, had acknowledged him. as king ; and by the junction of four thoufand! 
foldiers whom Elizabeth had difp.atched to his fupport. . * 

With this reinforcement, and with the troops which the count of'Soiffons, the- 
dukes of Orleans and Longueville, . the marefchals Biron and Aumont, led to his- 
afliftance, Henry determined once more to appear before the gates of Paris, and ; 
endeavour to furprife the unguarded capital. . By rapid marches he outftripped the 
intelligence of his defign and the Parifians were aftonifhed and intimidated by 
the hoftile appearance of a . monarch, whom they expe&ed to have beheld led 
through the (treets, a captive to the victorious arms of the league. He infulted 
thefuburbs cut in pieces above thirteen hundred of the troops of the league ; 
and would probably have made himfelf mailer of the capital, had not 'the duke of:' 
Mayenne, at that critical moment, entered Paris on the oppofite fide ; prudence - 
allowed Henry no longer to.perfift in befieging a city, always formidable from the • 
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number of its inhabitants, and now defended by an army more numerous than his 
own ; he retired to Tours, while the duke of Mayenne, in Paris, folemnly pro- 
claimed as king the captive cardinal of Bourbon, by the title of Charles the Tenth; 
in the name of this pageant of royalty, who was himfelf a prifoner to Henry, the 
duke diffolved the council of union,, whofe intemperate meafures and fecret in- 
trigues with Spain he had long difapproved ; and with the afliftance of a privy 
council, nominated by himfelf, and devoted to his will, affumed the fupreme ad- 
miniftration of affairs. 

The duke of Savoy, defcended by his mother from Francis the Firft, had not 
hefitated, on the death of Henry the Third, to urge his pretenfions to the vacant 
throne ; fenfible of the weaknefs of his claim, amidfl the general confufion, he 
endeavoured to poifefs himfelf of Provence and Dauphine : he was baffled by the 
Ikill and vigilance of Valette, elder brother to the duke d'Epernon, who facri- 
iked his fortune and his life in the fervice of his fovereign ; while the duke him- 
felf, without publicly acknowledging the authority of Henry, a&ed with fpirit 

and fuccefs againft the league. 

A. D. 1 590.] The duke of Mayenne, after the retreat of Henry from Paris, 
had reduced- Pontoife, twice inverted Meulan, and twice retired on the approach 

of that monarch. The king, in return, with an army of twelve thoufand men, 
laid fiege to Dreux ; and the walls were already (haken by his attacks, when hp 
was informed that the army of the league, reinforced by the prince of Parma, 
and confifting of fixteen thoufand veteran foldiers, was advancing towards him. 
He immediately defifted from the hopelefs enterprife, and, determined to hazard 
a decifive engagement, ported himfelf at Yvri, on the banks of Eure. The duke 
of Mayenne ftill wifhed to avoid commiting the fortune of his party to the fate 
of a fingle day ; but his own irrefolution was vanquifhed by the reproaches of 
.the citizens of Paris, and by the daring counfels and prefumptuous vaunts of 
count Egmont, whofe father had perilhed the vi&im of the jealoufy of Philip, 
and of the cruelty of the duke of Alva. Yet the fon had difplayed undaunted 
zeal* and unfhaken loyalty in the caufe of the tyrant : and, inflamed with religi- 
ous enmity towards the reformed, had been detached by the prince of Parma 
to the fupport of the Catholic arms. He boafted that the cavalry which he led 
were, able alone to encounter and vanquilh the royal army j and the duke of 
Mayenne reluctantly yielded to his impetuous courage. The conflict was long 
obftinately maintained; but the fuperior genius of Henry at length prevailed. 

Count Egmont, with the greateft part of his detachment, perifhed on the field ; 
two thoufand five hundred of the leaguers were involved in the fame fate ; and 
the duke of Mayenne, after having difcharged the feveral duties of a general 
and a foldier, efcaped with difficulty . from the fword of the conqueror. The 
• Swifs, who amidft the general rout alone preferved their ranks and reputation, 
confented to enter into the fervice of the king ; but Henry was prevented from 

immediately improving his advantage by the diftrelfed ftate of his finances he 



V 



r 



1590] HENRY THE FOURTH. jit 

fullered himfelF to be amufed by a fallacious negociation, and it was not till near 
two. months afterwards that he marched- to and blocked up the city of Paris, 

About this time the cardinal of Bourbon, his competitor for the crown, funk 
into the grave, exprefling in his laft moments his regard for his'fuccefsfui rival, 
and confcious of the interefted views of thofe who had effected to elevate him to 
a throne ; yet his name for feveral years, after his death, was ufed to fanftion 

the defigns of the league, and to nourifli the flame of rebellion. The Parifians 
(till difplayed the fame implacable enmity towards their fovereign ;and the duke 
of Nemours, who had been appointed governor of the capital, diftingnifhed him- 
felf bv his valour and conduct. Even the ecclefiaftics on this occafion forgot the 
peaceable tenets of their religion ; and, emerging from the gloom of the cioyfter, 
formed themfelves into a regiment under the command of the legate of the court 
of Rome. This holy corps would have added but little real ftrength to the caufe 
in which it armed ; and Paris derived more effeftual advantage from the humani- 
ty of her fovereign, whom it continued thus obftinately to relift ; famine and 
peftilence began already to ftalk at large through theftreets ; and the duke of Ne- 
mours, to avoid the in ft ant cohfequences of the former, commanded the aged 
and' infirm to leave the city ; had Henry refufed a paffage through his lines to 
thefe unhappy wretches, it is more than probable his capital mull have furren- 
dered ; but his natural clemency prevailed over the fuggeftions of ambition ; and 
he rejected the counfels- of his officers, who advifed him to drive them back with 
the fword ; yet even this could only for a fhort time alleviate, but not extinguifh 
their mifery; the cry of peace, or bread, refounded through theftreets, and the 
•resolution of the duke of Nemours muft have yielded to the clamours of a ravenous 
.and diforderly multitude, when the fainting fpirits of the leaguers were again re- 
vived by the approach of the duke of Mayenne and the prince of Parma* 

In the fpace of the laft month famine had confumed above thirty thoufand of 
the inhabitants of Paris ; each feeling of nature was overborne by the prefiure of 
.immediate-'diftrefs ; at the imperious call of hunger, mothers are reported to 'have 
prolonged, a guilty life by feeding on the difmembered limbs of their offspring. 
With mingled horror and companion, Henry turned from his .polluted capital:; 
and impatient, amidft the tumult of battle, of effacing from his mind the inhu- 
man fcenes he had witneffed, directed his march towards the prince of Parma.; 
that able commander at Meaux had joined the duke of Mayenne with fourteen 
.thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, and their confederate forces compofed am 
army of twenty-four thoufand infantry, and near twelve thoufand cavalry< but 
the fole objefl: of the prince was to relieve Paris, and he determined to accomplifh 
'it, if poflible, without hazarding a general engagement. To a defiance from the 
king of France, to put an end to the calamities of the kingdom by a decifive action, 
rhe coolly replied, that he was accuftomed to fight only when he thought proper 
liimfelf, -and not when it was convenient for his enemies ; and by a feries of ikilful 
operations, which ' commanded, the admiration -of Henry himfelf, he eluded the 
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vigilance of his adverfary ; ftormed within his very fight the walls of Lagni, fwept 
away the garrifons of St. Maur and Charenton, and once more poured plenty into 
the famifhed capital. 

Though Henry himfelf could not but applaud the fkill and conduft of the 
prince of Parma, yet his generous fpirit was feverely mortified by the difappoint- 
ment. Paris was ravifhed from his grafp, at the moment that his hand was ftretch- 
ed out to receive it ; the fuperior dexterity of his antagonift had wounded his re- 
putation, and evaded his endeavours to force him to a battle — his own army was 
greatly weakened by ficknefs and the fatigues of a long campaign — the ravaged 
country could no longer fupply the neceffary fubfiftence — his exchequer was ex- 
haufted — the nobility and gentry, who ferved him at their own expence, were 
difcontented and impatient to depart — and he was compelled, though relu&antly, 
to embrace the only expedient that remained : he retired to Saint Denis, difband- 
ed the greateft part of his forces, difmiffed his principal adherents to the protec- 
tion of the provinces in which their intereft lay, and with a flying army of his beft 
troops prepared to watch the motions of the prince of Parma. 

That general, after the relief of Paris, at the requeft of the duke of Mayenne 
and the chiefs of the league, inverted Corbeilj which, though defended with 
gallantry, was taken by aflault. The prince, to found the inclinations of the 
Catholic leaders towards the king of Spain, propofed to garrifon it with his 
Walloon, or Italian troops ; but this offer was rejected with indignation by the 
duke of Mayenne and his confederates ; and their manner of refufal clearly dif- 
covered their jealoufy and fufpicion of Philip. The prince confirmed in his 
opinion, that the moment was not yet arrived of avowing the ambitious defigns 
of his mafter, and influenced ftill more by the inclemency of the feafon, the 
fickly ftate of his troops, the want of money and provifions, determined, 
notwithftanding the importunities of the Catholic chiefs, to return into the 
Netherlands; and to leave the contending parties to exhauft their ftrength, in 
mutual animofity, in hopes their weaknefs hereafter would deliver them an eafy. 
prey to Spain. 

Left the Catholics might be overpowered in his abfence by the fuperior genius - 
of the king of France, the prince left for their fupport a body of fix thoufand 
men, and with the reft of his troops began his march towards the Netherlands ; 
but he was fenfible that fo enterprifing a commander as Henry, however his?- 
weaknefs had. compelled him to remain a peaceable fpettator of his late opera- 
tion, would not fail to obferve his retreat with a vigilant eye. That he might 
accomplifti without lofs this arduous defign, he drew up his. army in four divi-* 
lions, and marched always in order of battle ; the country through which he- 
pafled was diligently in the morning reconnoitred by his light cavalry^ and his! , 
army each night was fecured by ftrong entrenchments* 

The moment, that Henry, was informed . of the intended route -of. his advert 
fary, he collected a fmalL but feiect body of* troops ; and impatient .to. eiface. his 
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difgrace before Paris and Lagni, continually hovered round and ' harraffed the 
forces of Spain ; his bravery and vigilance were difplayed in inceflant attacks ; . 
but in the paffage of the river Aine his ardour precipitated him amid ft the thick-- 
eft of the enemy, and he muft either have perifhed, or furrendered to the multi- 
tude that furrounded him, had he not been difengaged by the aftive gallantry 
of baron Biron, fon to the marefchal; yet his danger^ inftead of depreffing, feemed 

only to inflame his enterprifing fpirit. The length of the march, the badnefs of 
the roads, and the advanced leafonof the year, all contributedtofecond his at- 
tempts, and to encreafe the diftrefs of the enemy ; but every obftacle vanifhed 
before the prudence and (kill of the prince of Parma; and, without any confider-- * 
able lofs,.he triumphantly conduced his troops into the province of Hainault. 

The mortification of Henry at beholding his rival thus efcape.with impunity,, 
was encreafed by the fuccefs of the duke. of . Savoy in Provence, and by the un- 
feafonable death of pope Sixtus the Fifth. The former reduced Fre jus and An- 
tibes, and entered Aix in triumph ; the latter expired at the moment that he had : 
determined to break with the Spaniards, , and. to urge by arms the claim of the 
court of Rome to the kingdom of Naples; Urban the Seventh, his tranfient 
iuccelfor, within a few months funk alio into the grave ; - and th? vacant apoftoli- 
cal chair was filled with Gregory the Fourteenth, by. birth a Spaniard, and the: 
moft implacable enemy of Henry* He inftantly. declared that monarch an here- • 
tic, abfolved.his fubjefts from their: allegiance, unlefs they quitted the impious, 
party they had efpoufed.. 

. A. D. 1591O But the. magnanimity of Hdnry feemed . ; to rife in proportion: 
to the difficulties that - prefented. themfelves ; . baffled in repeated attempts to fur- 
prife the city, of Paris, . he (till maintained his fuperiority . in the field ; a fupply 
of money and . ammunition . from England . enabled him foon after to befiege 
Ghartres. In the reduction of that city Francis de Coligni, fon to the celebrated 
admiral, difplayed qualities. which promifed even to furpafs thofe of his father;, 
and his death, foon. after. was univerfally, deplored by the.Calvanifts, who were 
permitted to. behold, . and to lament the lofs. of .his virtues. From the acquifition 
of Ghartres,. the king, directed his attacks to .Noyon, which . was compelled to > 
furrender ; even in the fight of the. duke of Mayenne; . 

The efcape of the young* duke of Guife from- the caftle of Tours, in which 
he had been . confined ever:fince his father's death, increafed the number of 
Henry's enemies ; ; but the duke of. Mayenne, on his fide, found himfelf almoft 
equally embarralfed with, thofe. who profeffed themfelves his moft zealous friends. 
The council. of fixteen. had again affumed the government of the capital; and 
inflamed with religious and political fury, had caufed, on a frivolous charge,., 
and without.the form, of a .trial,: *the prefident, . and . two of the counfeilors, to* 
be feized and executed. . On information, of this outrage, the duke of Mayenne, , 
with a felefr body of troops, haftily returned from Picardy ; feverely reproach-- 
ed the., council , for . their infolence and temerity j and as an example to the reft;, . 
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commanded four of the mo ft guilty to be inftantly hung up in his hall. The 
furvivors, intimidated by the fate of their companions, gladly withdrew to their 
original obfcurity. 

The forces of Henry had been fwelled by fixteen thoufand Germans, levied 
by the vifcount du Turenne, and were reinforced by four thoufand Englifh 
commanded by the earl of EfTex ; and the king of France, with an army of 
nearly thirty thoufand horfe and foot, laid fiege to Rouen, the capital of Nor- 
mandy. That city was defended with the higheft intrepidity and {kill by the 
Sieur de Villars ; but there was little probabilty that he would be long able to 
refill fo formidable a force, directed by fo able a commander as Henry. The 

duke of Mayenne, alarmed at the danger of this important place, folicited the 
aftlftance of the king of Spain ; and the prince of Parma was again commanded 
to enter France, and endeavour to preferve Rouen. 

He began his march about the middle of .December, and his army, when 
Joined by that of the duke of Mayenne, might confift of twenty-five thoufand 
infantry, and fix thoufand cavalry. Henry informed of his approach, and un- 
willing to relinquifh his hopes of a city which he daily expected would capitulate, 
left his foot to profecute the fiege, and with his horfe advanced to retard the 
progrefs of the prince. But his ardour on this occafion precipitated him into a 
danger the moft lively and imminent ; having with four hundred horfe out- 
ftripped the reft of his fquadrons, he fell in with the van of the Spaniards, near 
the town of Aumale. Thefe he charged and repulfed ; and purfued his ad- 
vantage till he deeply engaged himfelf with the adverfe ranks; for fome time 
he continued fighting defperately, till wounded in the reins, and the greater part 
•of his companions killed by his fide, he effe&ed a retreat, which it would have 
been impoflible for him to have acco'mplifhed, had not the prince of Parma, 
fufpicious of an ambiifcade, called off his troops. 

The forces of the confederates, though inceffantly haraffed and repeatedly 
attacked, had now penetrated within two days march of Rouen, when they were 
furprifed by the agreeable intelligence that the governor had availed himfelf of 
the abfence of the king, fallied from the town, and deftroyed the works and cut 
in pieces great numbers of the befiegers ; marefchal Biron himfelf, who com- 
manded, was wounded, and Villars, who alpired to the glory of raifing the 
fiege without the afiiftance of the Spaniards, added, that if his garrifon was 
reinforced, he expefted to defend the town for feveral months longer. Though 
the prince of Parma was of opinion that he (till ought to purfue his march, 
and attack the royalifts before they had recovered from their confufion, yet he 
yielded to the counfels of the duke, of Mayenne, and after detaching eight 
hundred chofen men to Rouen, he turned afide into Picardy., and invented St, 
Efprit de Rue. 

A. D. 1592.] The king himfelf was no fooner informed of this refolution 
than he returned to prefs the fieg^ of Rouen with redoubled vigour. The 
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lofs that he had Tuftained was amply fuppHed by cannon and ammunition from 
the dates -of Holland ; and Vilhrs, in a few weeks reduced' to -diftrefs* was,'agaia 
compelled to implore the prince of Parma. That general immediately -relin- 
quifhed the fiege of St. Efprit de Reu, and rapidly prefled forwards towards 
Rouen. Though Henry could not conceal his mortification at being thus obliged 
twice to abandon a place which he had daily expected to occupy, yet confcious 
of the inferior numbers of his own army, he retired from the inaufpicious walls, 

and waited at Pont de TArche the return of his nobility; who, on the form- 
er occafion, feeing no immediate profpeft of a battle, had left his camp, and 
withdrawn to iheir refpeftive provinces. « . 

The prince of Parma, after entering Rouen in triumph, led his army againft 
•Caudbec, the reduction of which was thought neceffary to complete the deliver- 
ance of the former city ; but as he marked in perfon the ground for the batteries, 
he received a wound in his arm from a mulket ball. A fever attended the wound, 
and he fcarce on his recovery had polfeffed himfelf of Caudbec, before he was fen- 
fible that his own army was expofed to a greater danger than that from which he 
had relieved the citizens of Rouen. Caudbec is fituated in the peninfula Caux, 
formed by the Seine on the weft, and the fea and the river d'Eu on the north and 
•eaft ; and the king was no fooner informed that the prince had committed his forces 
within the narrow limits of Caux, than he prepared to efface by a fignal revenge- 
the m.emory of his former difappointments. The nobility at his fummons had re- 
paired\vith alacrity to his ftandard ; his army by their ready appearance was in* 
.-crealed to feventeen thoufand foot and eight thoufand horfe. He already poffefled 
the towns of Eu, Arques, and Dieppe, which commanded the eaftern entrance 
Into the peninfula ; and after feveral lharp encounters, he occupied the defiles to 
the fouth, by which the Spaniards had entered. With more than ufual precaution 
■he fortified his camp againft the defpair of the enemy ; and the prince of Parma's 
health no fooner enabled him to reconnoitre the pofition of the royalifts, than he 
was convinced no other expedient remained than to tranfport his troops acrofs the 
Seine. To'pafs the broad and rapid ftream of that river, with fo confiderable an 
army incumbered with artillery and baggage, and in fight of a vigilant and power- 
ful adverfary, appeared to the duke of Mayenne and the mo ft experienced officers 
.utterly impracticable ; but no difficulties could deprefs the bold and inventive genius 
j Qf the prince of Parma. He collected from Rouen a number of boats and rafts $ 
-he cleared by his cannon the Seine of the Dutch fhips which occupied-it ; h&availed 
^himfelf of the rifing grounds between him and the royalifts, which fcreened his 
.morions from the fight of Henry ; hefeized the favourable moment of a thick mift, 

<and while his cavalry -threatened a ferious attack on the works of the enemy, his 
infantry* with , the artillery and baggage, fafely xroffed the river they were rapidly 

followed by the horfe ; and the rear was, fecured fromlofs or infult by two batteries • 
which he had judicioufly ,ere£ted. 
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r Henry had for federal days flattered himfelf with the mod fanguine hopes of 
gaining a decifive vi&ory, and his mortification was in proportion to the confidence 
of his former expe&ations ; his rival had again eluded his efforts, and poffefled 
himfelf in his retreat to the Netherlands of Epernai, while the duke of Mayenne 
with apart of his. forces had entered Rouen. The exhaufted ftate of the king's 
finances had compelled him to difband the majority of his army ; on the frontiers 
of Anjou .the prince of Conti was defeated by the duke of Mercoeur, a zealous 
leaguer, and a younger branch of the houfe of Lorrain : Epernai was indeed 
recovered by the royalifts, but the acquisition was attended with the death of the 
marefchal Biron, whofe career of military glory was terminated by a cannon ball. 
On the other hand, : in:Dauphine, -Lefdaguires, who had firmly attached himfelf 
to the fortunes of Henry, vanqnifhed the duke of Savoy, and purfuedhim to the 
very gates of Turin ; and the duke of Joyeufe, who commanded in Languedoc an 
army, of feven thoufand men in the fervice of the league, was routed by the royal - 
troops under Themines, and miferably perifhed with the greateit part of his followers 
in the waters of the Tarn* 
. The league was induced by thefe difaflers to folicit again the affiftance of Spain, 
and the prince of Parma was once more cohittianded to march to the fupport of the 
Catholic caufe. But the conftitution 5 of that able commander was already fatally 
impaired. by the fatigues of fourteen fuccelfive campaigns — the wound which he had 
received before Caiidbec had never properly healed, and while he applied with his 
wonted affiduity to haften the necefla'ry preparations for his expedition, his death 
deprived the king of Spain of a fubjedt whofe fagacity and penetration had reunited 
to his crown great part of the Netherlands;' and delivered the king of France from 
a rival whofe fplendid military talents had fo often, baffled his beft concerted enter- 
prifes. On his deceafe, the government of the Netherlands was committed to 
count Peter Erneft of Manffveldt, whofe fon Charles led a Spanifli army of feven 
thoufand veteran foldiers.to the fupport of the league; -and after, in conjun&ion 
with the duke of Mayenne, reducing Noyon, returned to Flanders, 
. A. D. 159.3O Philip. had hitherto lavifhed his treafures and the; blood of his 
fubjefts to keep alive the flame .of ; war in France, but the progrefs of his arms 
had. yet been att ended -with no permanent advantage, and he now endeavoured by 
negociation .to fecure in his family the: crown, ; the objeft of his ambition. His im- 
portunity, had. prevailed on the duke of Mayenne to afiemble the ftates^at Paris,- and. 
the duke of Feria, the Spanifh' ambafTador,. endeavoured to perfuade the deputies 
xo place lfabella,, the daughter, of his royal mailer, on the throne. Though even 
,the mod bigoted. Catholics abhorred a meafure which. muft have rendered France^, 
in fa& r a province of Spain^Iyet confcious they were unable to contend : with Henry, 
\mlefs Supported by Philip,, they.ftudioufly.concealed their averfion v and exprefled. 
an affefted.folicitude in regard to > the perfon;whoni the lattenprince might name:for 
his daughter's confort. The archduke of Auftria they unanimouily rejected, and 

declared that they never would fubinittp her union with a, foreign- prince*. The 



•,593] - HENRY THE FOURTH. "317 

young duke of Guife, the next objeft of Philip's choice, was endeared to them 
by the name and popularity of his father ; but the duke of Mayenne beheld with 
Tecret difguft his nephew preferred before hisibn, while outwardly he prcfefled the 
higheft fatisfa&iori at the propofal, he privately determined to traverfc it ; and in- 
fixed, both for the honour of the king of Spain and for thefafcty of the duke of 
Guife, that the eleftion of lfabella fhould be deferred till an army was affembled 
fufficient to overwhelm her enemies, and to firmly eftablifli her on the throne. 

But while the king of Spain and the Catholic chiefs were bewildered in an endlefs 
labyrinth of negociation, both were furprifed by an event as'iinportant as it was. 

unexpected. Henry had beheld with anxiety the afiembly of the (lutes, and. 
dreaded the intrigues of the duke of Mayenne with the court of Spain, He per- 
ceived the religious prejudices of the Catholics were confirmed by a feries of long 
and bloody hoftilities ; thofe who hitherto a&ed with him, had been deluded by 
the hopes of his converfion — their patience ws now exhaufted, and they publicy 
fuggefted the neceflity of transferring their allegiance to the cardinal of Bourbon, 
the coufin of the king ; defirous of delivering his people from the calamities of 
war, the humanity of Henry co-operated with his ambition; even the mod diftin- 
guifhed of the Proteflant leaders, and his favourite Roihy, afterwards better known, 
by the title of the duke of Sully, exhorted him to confult the happinefs of his 
ftibje&s, and to relinquifh a faith which he only could maintain amid It fcenes of 
blood and devaftation. In confequence of this advice, Henry invited the Catholic- 
divines throughout his kingdom to come arid inftrutt him in their religion ; and 
after being prefent at feveral conferences, he pro feffed himfelf fatisfied with their 
argument, heard mafsat St.. Denis, read aloud his confeffion of the Catholic faith, 
and declared bis refolution conftantly to maintain and defend it,. 

A. D. 1593O The converfion of Henry ought to have enfured the fubmiflion 
of * his Catholic fubjetts — but the embers of civil commotion which had been wak- 
ed into life by the breath of religion, were now fanned by that of ambition ; and 

the voice of the pope, which might have extinguifhed, (till continued to nourifli 
the definitive flame. 1 ;' Gregory, the Fourteenth was indeed no more, and Inno- 
cent the Ninth, who with the power feemed to have fucceeded to the implacable- 
difpofition of his predecefibr, had alfo funk into the grave.. But Clement the- 
Eighth, who had been elefted to the honours of the pontificate, ftill refufed to> 
admit, the ambafiors of Henry, or to relieve him from the fentence of excommu- 
nication which had been pronounced againlt him. 

The duke of Mayenne and the Spanifh minifters, alarmed at the intelligence; 
that Henry had entered the pale of. the Catholic church, refumed their intrigues 
with redoubled vigour. They repfefented it to the people merely as a political: 

device to evade the ele&ion of a Catholic prince; and they perfuaded a number* 
of their adherents to fwear that they would not acknowledge Henry for king, un- : 
lefs his converfion was ratified by the pope — while at the fame time they employed; 

their influence to confirm the. inflexible: difpofition of the fee of Rome*. Philip* 
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' was now more fenfible than ever of -his error in conne&ing himfelf with the duke 
•of Guife, a young nobleman of little weight, in preference to the duke of* May- 
•enne; he ordered his minifters to acquaint that powerful leader, that on mature 
•confideration he had changed his intentions, and was determined to beftow the 
'■. hand of his daughter IfabePa on his fon. 

But while Philip and the chiefs of the league endeavoured to fortify themfelves 
againft the increafing influence of the king of France, the hand of an obfcure 
'■enthufiaft, who earned a daily and flender pittance as a waterman on the Loire, 
was already prepared toextinguifh their fears with the life of his fovereign. James 
Barrier, forfuch was the name of the unhappy bigot, had communicated his in- 
tentions to feveral of the mod zealous ecclefraftics, who had efpoufed the party 
• of the league, and their exhortations had confirmed his refolution ; at length he 

revealed them to a dominican friar at Lyons, who, (truck with horror at the 
•crime, contrived to tranfmit to the king, with the picture of the aflaffin, an ac- 
count of the atrocious deed he meditated. From the refemblance of the portrait, 
Barrier was difcovered and apprehended ar Meulan ; and after confeffing his guilt, 
:-and in vain endeavouring to impeach the count of Soiffons as having ftimulated 
him to the attempt, was executed as .a traitor. 

Though the enmity of the league was but little abated, their refources were in 

a great meafure exhaufted — they had folicited, and Henry had confented to a 
truce for three months — it was afterwards extended to fix more — and the fweete 
of tranquillity which the people in this interval had tafted, rendered them ftili 
more averfe to plunge again into the calamities of war. The defcription of 
icenes, clouded by anarchy, and where an independent intereft was maintained in 

almoft every different province, cannot fail of fatiguing the patience of the>eader. 

The duke of Savoy was routed again by Lefdiguieres, who alfo difperfed an army 
of three thoufand Spaniards on the frontiers, and checked in Provence the arro» 
gance of the duke d'Epernon ; but Languedoc alone amidft the general diftrac- 
.tion was exempted from the miferies which had afflicted the reft of the kingdom., 

.and the prudence of themarefchal Montmorenci, which had fecured the peace of 

,that province, was rewarded by the king with the fword of conftable. 

A. D. is594-] In vain did the intrigues of the court of Spain and Rome en- 
deavour to allay that fatisfa&ion with which every honeft Catholic in France had 
.heard the news of their fovereign's converfion to the faith they profeffed. Lewis 
de THofpital, marquis of Vitri, had on the death of Henry the Third withdrawn 
Jiimfelf from the prefent king, and was by the league entrufted with the city of 
Meaux. He had frequently, but in vain, importuned the duke of Mayenne to 
.terminate by a peace the calamities of France, but no fooner did Henry abjure 
-the Proteftant religion, than he determined' to follow the dictates of his confer- 
ence, and to return to his allegiance. He commanded his garrifon to evacuate 
rthe town, and when he delivered the keys to the magift rates, cc I fcorn," faid 

ihe^ " to Ileal a place, or to make any fortune at other men's expence j I am going 
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cc to pay my duty -to the king, and I leave it in your power to aft as you pleafe." 

This fhort, but animated harangue, was attended by the acclamations of the in- 
habitants,' and the air refounded with c f Long life to Henry the Fourth !" The 

flame of loyalty once kindled, foon imparted its warmth to the mod diftant parts 

of the kingdom ; and the example of Meaux was followed by the cities of Poa- 

toife, Orleans, Bourges, and Lyons, which {hook off the yoke of the league, 

and acknowledged the authority of Henry. 

The king determined to embrace the moment of returning profperity to cele- 
brate his coronation ; Rheims was ftill in the hands of his enemies, and Chartres 
was preferred for that important ceremony. It was performed by Nicholas de 
Thou, bifhop of that city, and was graced by the prefence of the prince of Conti, 
and count of Soiffons, with the dukes of Montpenfier, Luxemburgh, Retz, and 
Ventadour : it" was fcarce accomplifhed, before a new event engroffed the atten- 
tion of Henry, and while it diffipated the vifionary projects of his adverfaries, 
feemed fimly to fix the crown on his head. • 

The prefence of the duke of Mayenne, and the terror of a Spanifh garrifon, 
had hitherto reftrained the fickle difpofition of the Parifians, and maintained the 
authority of the league ; but the diforders of Picardy fummoned the duke to 
that province ; he had before deprived the count of Belin, whofe inclinations he 
perceived to lean fecretly towards the king, of the government of the capital, 

and now conferred it on Charles de Coffe, count of Briffac. That nobleman, 
impreffed with an high and romantic refpeft for the commonwealth of Rome, 
the hiftory of which he had diligently ftudied, entertained the lingular and 
chimerical project of forming France into a fimilar republic* His defigns had 
been received with cold contempt by the chiefs of the league ; and alarmed left 
on Henry recovering his capital, he fhould he involved in the fate of his favou- 
rite fyftem, the fpirit of the ftern republican evaporated, and Briffac became only 
anxious for his intereft and fafcty. 

To fecure thefe, he immediately entered into a negotiation with the king, and 
on advantageous conditions agreed to admit the royal forces into the city of Paris, 
While the Spaniards were amufed by the arts of Briffac, the new £ace was open- 
ed to Henry and his army, who inftantly poffeffed himfelf of the fquares and 
principal ftreets. The Parifians received their fovereign with loud acclamations ; 
the troops maintained the mod exaft difcipline ; and amidft the revolution, the 
♦ city throughout bore the appearance of peace and fecurity. The Spaniards 
: a! one, about four thoufand in number, and commanded by the duke of Feria, 
itill occupied the-quarters of St. Anthony and St. Martin,- with the Baftile and 
-the Temple. Thefe they diligently fortified, and declared their refolution, if 
attacked, to defend themfelves to the lafl: extremity ; but from this defperate 
' vdefign they were foon -diverted -by. Henry, who, unwilling to pollute with blood 
that capital which he had juft recovered, permitted them to march out with all 
.the honours of war. 

Vol. III. 3 M 
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The enemies of Henry, who had refilled his arms, were vanquished by his 
clemency. His generous fpirit, fuperior to refentment^ revolted at the idea of 
punifliing thofe who were willing to fubmit; and he received his molt inveterate 
foes with a degree of goodnefs and condefcenfion, which for ever attached them, 
to his fervice. Even the duchefs of Montpenfier, who had diftinguifhed her- 
felf by the mo ft indecent and public inveftives, was admitted to his prefence,. 

and by his familiar converfation, he endeavoured to banifli that confufion which 
ihe- could not entirely conceal ; Brifiac, with a liberal pecuniary reward, was 
railed to the rank of marefchal ; l'Huillier, mayor of Paris, who had difplayed 
equal, and more difinterefted zeal, was preferred to the pofl of prefident of 
accounts ; while a general amnefty diflipated the fears, and reftored tranquillity 
to the anxious multitude. 

Viilars, who had defended Rouen with fuch diftinguiffied {kill and courage, 
foon after opened the gates of that city, - and proclaimed Henry the Fourth. His 
return to his allegiance was recompenfed with the dignity of admiral, and the 
government of the place he had furrendered: Cambray, which had been wrefted 
from the Spaniards by the duke of Anjou, and by that prince had been- be- 
queathed to Catherine of Medicis, was ruled with independent authority by 
Balagny, a French officer, whom the queen-mother had entrufted with the" de- 
fence of it. The waining fortunes of the league recalled Balagny to a fenfe of 
»his delicate fituation, and he was confeious that he muft feek a protestor in the 
king of France, or of Spain ; his partiality to his native country determined him. 
to prefer the fupport of the former, and he acknowledged his dependance on 

Henry, on condition that under him he fliould be permitted to enjoy the fove- 
reignty, with the title of prince of Cambray. 

The duke of Mayenne, embarraffed by the rapid defertion of his confederates, 
again folicited the fupport of Spain, and though Philip could no longer flatter 
himfelf with the hopes of obtaining the crown of France, . his implacable . enmity 
to Henry, and his dread left that monarch, when firmly eftablifhed on his throne, 
fhould. revive the pretenfions of his houfe to Navarre, determined him ft ill to keep - 
alive the flames of civil war. - He detached Charles count of Manfveldt with an 
army of twelve thoufand men, to invade the province of Picardy ; the count 
laid fiege to the town of la Capeile, and before Henry could march to its afiift- 
ance, the garrifon was compelled to capitulate. 

The king of France had affembled an army of twelve thoufand infantry and 
two thoufand cavalry ; and to indemnify himfelf for the lofs of la Capeile, he in- 
verted Laon. That city, ftrongly fortified, and well provided, was defended by 
one of the braveft officers of the league, and animated by the prefence of the 
count of Somerive, fecond fon to the duke of Mayenne. Henry carried on his- 
operations with his wanted ardour ; and the duke of Mayenne, alarmed for the 
fate of ihe town, the moft confiderable that remained in his pofleffion, advanced • 
to the relief of it with the Spanifh forces, the chief command of which Philip;; 
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had confered on him ; but his efforts were continue!)* fruftrained by the valour and 
a&ivity ot the marefchal Biron, fon to the celebrated commander who had pe- 
rifhed before Epernai, and who now emulated the martial fame of his father. 
Mayenne, diftreffed for provifions, was at lenghth compelled to retreat ; but 
though harrafled, and repeatedly attacked by the fuperior forces of the royalifts, . 
he maintained an undaunted countenance, repulfed by his condud and courage the 
attempts of his enemies, and reached La Fera in fafety ; on his retreat, Laon, . 
hopelefsof fuccour, capitulated — the gam fon was. permitted to march out with all 
the honours of war, and Henry difplayed his magnanimity by treating the count 
of Somerive with every mark of refpect. A conduft fo truly generous, could . 
not hutimprefs the enemies of the king with the mod favourable fentiments ; and 
the duke of Guile, mortified at thenegleft of the Spaniards, and impelled by his 
admiration of Henry, reconciled himfelf to his fovereign, and delivered to him . 
the towns of Vitri, Recroix, and Rheims. 

The daily return of his fuhjetls to their allegiance, and the expiring (late of 
the league, infpired Henry with more vigorous counfels. He now publicly declar- • 
ed war againft Spain, and entered into a treaty of alliance with the revoked inha- ■ 
bitantsof the Netherlands, who, by the treaty of Utrecht, had laid the founda- ' 
tion of a free republic under the title of the United Provinces. While the allies 
purfued their joint preparations with diligence, the enemies of Henry again refolv- 
ed toaffail the life of that monarch ; as the king in his apartments of the Louvre • 
(looped to embrace a nobleman that was prefented to him, he received a flroke 
from a knife that cut his lip, and broke one of his teeth ; the compofure of Henry 

difpelled the confirmation of his friends — the aflaflin was immediately discovered 
andfeized. His name was John Chatel, a fcholar of the college of the Jefuits, to - 
the influence of whofe dottrines he attributed his atrocious attempt. Chatel was • 
inftantly configned to the punifhment due to his crime ; father John Guignard, . 
who was accufed of having vindicated in his writings the right of the fubjett to . 
attempt the life of his prince, was alfo executed ; and the whole order of the Je- - 
fuits was commanded, on the penalty of death, to quit the kingdom of France. 

A. D. i 595*3 Henry, flill more determined to profecute the war, and to* 
feek in camps that fafety which was denied him in his own palace, entered the 
county of Burgundy, Dijon, the capital of which had already declared for him ; 
but he had fcarce pofleffed himfelf of Troy es, before he was informed that the Spa- 
niards, commanded* by the conftable Velafco, and joined by the duke of Mayen- > 
ne, had paffed the Saone. At Fontain Froncoifp, the confederates were attacked 
by Henry with his wanted ardour and impetuofity. . At the head of eighteen hun- 
dred horfe and foot, the king of France carried carnage and confufion through . 
an army of fourteen thoufand :i*en ; but had not the caution of Velafco refilled . 
the importunities of the duke of Mayenne, the courage of Henry, nor the fidelity 
of his companions, could have prevented him from being overpowered by thr* num- 
bers of his enemies j but the Spaniard, intimidated by the boldnefs of his affailant 
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founded a retreat, left the king in pofleffion of the field of battle, and early the next 
morning repaired the Saone. He thence purfued his march to the town of Gray, 
where, notwithftanding the remonftrances of the duke of Mayenne, he fortified ' 
his camp, and determined to remain on the defenfive. But in Picardy the cam- 
paign opened with events lefs aufpicious to France. The count of Fuentes, who 
had been appointed by Philip governor of the Netherlands, penetrated into that 
province, reduced Chatelot, and endeavoured, by treachery, to poffefs himfelf of 
Ham ; his troops were admitted into the town, but the caftle ftill refilled their at- 
tacks. Baffled in this enterprife, he pointed his march towards Dourlens, which 
lie immediately inverted. Senfible of the importance of that city, admiral Vil- 
Iars, with a body of felect foldiers, advanced to reinforoe the garrifon. He was 
met, encountered, and overwhelmed, by the fuperior forces of the Spaniards, and 
perifhed in the field, with fifteen hundred of his companions, gallantly fighting to 
the laft. Dourlens was foon after carried by affault, and the brave defenders of 
its walls, difdaining to afk quarter, w r ere put to the fword. 

Thefuccefs which had attended Fuentes, ferved only to inflame him with the 
defire of farther glory. The fituation of Cambray has been already defcribed, 
and the Spanifh commander determined to fignalife his arms by the fiege of that 
city. Balagny had fpared no expence or pains in ftrengthening the fortifications of 
the place. The garrifon amounted to three thoufand foot and fix hundred horfe, 

and the town was well furniflied with military (lores and provifions. The princi- 
pal officers of Fuentes reprefented to him the danger of wafting his forces in fo ar- 
duous an enterprife, but he refufed to liften to their remonftrances, and began his 
operations wirhout delay. They were carried on with a degree of (kill and vigour 
that even vanquifhed the refiftance of de Vic, whom Henry had fent with a rein- 
forcement to the affiftance of the befieged. The inhabitants, difgufted with the 
extortion and infolence of Balagny, co-operated with the arms of the Spaniards, 

and opened their gates to the affailants ; the garrifon retired into the caftle, but 
were foon compelled to furrender from the want of provifions. Cambray was 
again reftored to the dominions of Spain ; and the tranfient fovereignty of Ba- 
lagny was extinguiflied for ever. 

In the mean while the king of France crofted the Saone in purfuit of Velafco, 
■and unable to draw the conftable from his entrenchments, extended his devafta- 
tions over Franche Compte. From the conqueft of that conntry he was diverted 
by the powerful mediation of the Swifs Cantons ; but the inactivity of the 
Spaniards awakened the jealoufy of the duke of Mayenne, who at length de- 
termined to feparate himfelf from allies he could no longer confide in. 
His inclinations liad already been intimated to Henry j but Mayenne ftill perfifted 
in his refolution never to effeft a reconciliation till that monarch had been ab- 
folved by the pope ; Henry fecretly fuggefted to him to retire to Chalons, a town 
ftill in his power, till Clement fhould relent ; and- aflured him that no advan- 
tage ftiould be taken in his abfence of himfelf. nor of his adherents : the duke 
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had fcarce arrived at that place, when the Roman pontiff, fully convinced that 
Henry W:a$ firmly eftablifhed on his throne, abfolved him in form from the 
cenfures that had been pronounced againft him by his predeceffors. 

A. I). 1596.] The duke of Mayenne immediately threw himfelf at the feet 
of his foverelgn, and itowed a fidelity which he ever afterwards inviolably pre- 

ferved. The duke of Guife in Provence equally difplayed by a&ions the fin* 
cerity of his fubmiflion ; he furprifed Marfeilles, cheked the" arrogance of the 
duke d'Epernon, who had afiumed the ftyle of independence, and reduced that 
haughty chieftan to implore the clemency of his royal mailer. Henry him- 
felf,, after his return from Franche Compte, had entered Picardy, and inverted 
La Fere; the ftrength of the fortifications, and the number of thegarrifon, had 
determined him to relinquifh his hopes of carrying it by affault, and to depend on. 
the flow but certain effe&s of famine. The Spaniards, commanded by the arch- 
duke Albert, in Avhofe favour Philip had fuperfeded the count de Fuentes, a- 
bandoned the impra&ible defign of preferring La Fere, and formed the refolution 
of befieging fome other - frontier town which might compenfate for the lofs of that 
place. The fieur de Lone, a native of France, and a zealous officer of the league 
who had .been refufed by Henry the rank of marefchal, reprefented the- defence- 
less ftate of Calais, and urged the archduke to afpire to that important acqufition; 
Albert yielded to his fuggeftions, and entrufted the conduft of the enterprife 

to de Rone himfelf, whofe bold and a&ive genuis, and diftinguifhed fkill in 
war, eminently qualified him for the undertaking. 

To deceive Henry, the archduke ftill affe&ed to meditate the relief of La 



Fere,^and began his march towards that place, while de Rone fuddenly turned 
to Calais with 1 a body of feleft troops, and poffeffed' himfelf, after a iaint refift- 
ance, of the two forts which commanded the entrance of the town and the 
harbour. He was quickly followed by Albert and his whole army ; the fuperior 
numbers of ,the Spaniards foon penetrated into the fuburbs and occupied the 
town ; and the caftle alone refilled the arms of the befiegers. To. reinforce the 
garrifon of that fortrefs, Matalet, governor of Foix, had opened : a paifage for- 
•himfelf and three hundred companions through the lines of .the enemy. But 
even this additional force was not capable of withftanding the attacks of the 
Spaniards ; and Henry endured the mortification of beholding the banners of 

Spain difplayed from the citadel of Calais, at the moment that he 'advanced from 
La Fere at the head of his cavalry to the fupport of the befieged. 

Henry immediately returned to prefs the fiege of La Fere, while ttie -archduke, 
after repairing the fortifications of Calais, led his troops -againft -the town of 
Ardres. The ftrength of that place, it was. reafonahly expe&ed, might have 
:irefifte(i the arms of the Spaniards till La Fere had furrendered ; and the garrifon 
.atfirft difplayed their valour In. repeated vigorous fallies ; but no fooner had the 
:troops of Spain poffelTed themfeles of the fuburbs, than the marquis of Belin^ 
•who commanded in Ardres^ bafely yielding to his fears, propofed to his officers 
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capitulate. Though the propofal was reje&ed with difdain by the majority of the 
council, yet the marquis availing himfelf of his fuperior authrity, offered to open 
his gates on condition that-the garrifon Ihould march out with the honours of 
war ; Albert readily agreed ; and the capitulation was figned the day that pre- 
ceded the furrender of La Fere. 

From that place the king of France had rapidly prefTed forwards with an 
army, fwelled by the zeal of his nobility, and with the moft fanguine expecta- 
tions of raifing the fiege of Ardres. His hopes were clouded by the mortifying, 
intelligence of the fhameful capitulation of the marquis of Belin ; with the ap- 
probation of his principal officers, he ftill however continued to advance to 
compel his enemy if poffible to give battle; but Albert, after placing ftrong 
garrifons in the towns he had taken, and unwilling to hazard a decifive engage- 
ment with Henry,* retired from the dominions of France into the province of 
Artois ; and the king, after taking the cattle of Imbercourt by affault, and 
making an ineffectual attempt on Arras, returned to his capital, and left maref- 
chal Biron, with a body of fix thoufand troops, to fecure the, frontiers of 

Ficardy. 

That enterprifing officer did not long confine his operations to the cautious 
fyftem which had been recommended to him. He entered the province of Ar- 
fois, retaliated on that country the injuries of France, and fpread the terror of 
his arms along the fouthern frontier of the Netherlands. The archduke had for 
fome time been employed in the fiege of Hulft, but no fooner had he aCcompIifh- 
ed the reduction of that place, -than he detached the marquis of ' Varambon, 
with a confiderable body of forces, to check the deftru&ive progrefs of the 
Trench. Biron informed that the marquis was oh his mrach to offer battle, ad- 
vanced rapidly to meet him ; his fkilful evolutions confounded and vanquifhed 
his antagonifl t the Spaniards deluded into an ambufcade, were routed with con- 
fiderable flaughter, and Varaimbon himfelf became a captive to the French ; the 
duke d'Arfchot, who was appointed to fucceed him, and reftore the honour of 
the Spaniih arms, though he avoided the fate of his predeceffor, was reduced to 
remain a fpe&ator of the deftru&ion of the country; which . the cavalry of 

Biron ftill continued to infult and ravage till the approach of winter compelled. 

them to retire. . 

4 

The fatisfa&ion which Henry derived from the fuccefs of his generals, was: 
allayed by the faftious and afpiring difpofition of his nobles. The eafy temper 
of the duke of Montpenfier recommended him to the nobility of France as a-, 
proper reprefentative to carry their injurious propofals to the throne. The duke,., 
in an audience from Henry, ftudioufly dwelt on the dangerous ftate of the: 
kingdom, and the difficulties that ftill obftru&ed the re-eftabiifhment of the: 



quillity 

ferent- governors the hereditary right of the provinces they prefided over^ and! 
to require of them only -homage and allegiance ; the z sat- and gratitude of thefe* 
dependant princes, would for ever-' attach, them, to his fervice,, and* the. troops: 
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they would conftantly maintain for his fupport, would enable him to* triumph 
over his foreign enemies. The king remained fome moments in filent indignar 
don ; but no fooner had the emotions of anger and aftonifhment fubfided, than, 
he declared his refolution rather tofubmit to the moft adverfe fortune, than con- 
fent to a propofal that would fix an empty fceptre in his hand, and reduce him. 
to the lhadow of royalty. His reproaches awakened the duke of Montpenfier to« 
a juft fenfe- of his temerity ; he implored the forgivenefs of his fovereign ; and. 
by his future fidelity difconcerted the defigns of thofe who had allured him to- 
a& a part fo unworthy a prince of the blood. 

A. D. 1597.] Joyeufe, who had quitted the habit of a monk to refume that- 
of a foldier, now with the fame facility deferted the decling .fortunes of the 
league, opened the gates of Thouloufe, and returned to his allegiance to his 
fovereign. The duke of Nemours had already entertained the fame intention,, 
when his negociations were interrupted by the ftroke of death; his brother 
however continued the treaty that he had began, and reconciled himfelf to, the 
crown ; but while the king from thefe examples flattered himfelf with the 
hourly expe&ations of beholding the royal authority firmly eftablifhed, his for- 
titude was feverely exercifed by an unexpe&ed difafter that cooled the ardour 
of his newly acquired friends, and revived the fainting hopes of the league. 

Amiens, the capital of Picardy, had lately fubmitted to the king of- France,, 
and the citizens, with their ancient privileges, had obtained an exemption from 
.being garrifoned by regular troops ; their fubfequent condud proved how un- 
worthy they were of the honourable truft repofed in them; Of fifteen thou- 
fand inhabitants who were enrolled, only a few was employed as centinels and 
guards, and even thofe performed their duty in the moft remifs manner. Their 
negligence had notefcaped the knowledge of Portocarrero, governor of Dourlens,. 
an officer brave and enterprifing, and who, encouraged by the vicinity of his. 
fxtuation, planned a fcheme for furprifing Amiens. With three, thoufand horfe 
and foot he marched from Dourlens, and,, concealed by the darknefs of the 
night, reached at dawn an hermitage about a quarter of a mile from the capital: 
of Picardy. Twelve of 'his moft refolute foldiers, difguifed as peafants, and 
with arms beneath their frocks, were fent forwards as foon as the gates of the 
city were opened; fome nuts which they carried, and affetted accidently to 
fpill, amufed the guards; a waggon which they had driven, and intentionally 
ftopt in the gate way, prevented the portcullis from being let down ; they fell 
with fury on the aftonifhed centinels, were foon fupported by Portocarrero and 
his troops, who rufhed forwards to join them ; and after a feeble refiftance, and. 
a flaughter of about, an. hundred citizens, Amiens fubmitted to- the arms of the- 
Spaniards* 

* The lofs of a city fb ftrong, fo well provided, and fo near to Paris, ftruck Henry 
with confirmation. Calais, one of his principal fea-ports, was already in the* 

polfeffton of Spain, and by their prefent conqueft the forces of Philip might ex- 
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tend their inciiriions to the very gates of his capital. Though labouririg under a 

fevereindifpofition, the confequence of his too licentious armours, the king re- 
nounced the care of his perfon, to provide for the defence of his kingdom ; he de- 
termined to poftpone every other confideration to the recovery of Amiens, and 
immediately ordered marefchal Biron to inveft the town with whatever forces he 
could draw from the neighbouring garrifons, while he himfelf returned to Paris 
to provide the neceffary fupplies for the profecution of this enterprife. 

The abilities of the baron de Rofny, to whom Henry had entrufted the regula- 
tion of his finances, furmounted every obftacle, and replenifhed the exhaufted 
•coffers of his fovereign ; the zeal of the duke of Mayenne was eminently dis- 
played to fecond the efforts of a monarch whom he had fo long oppofed ; the 
friendfhip of Elizabeth had reinforced him with four thoufand troops ; and the 
indefatigable induftry of the marefchal Biron, jealous of the prefence of the 
king, and . ambitious of military fame, had already rendered the blockade com- 
plete, and rapidly advanced thefiege, when Henry himfelf joined the army. Con- 
scious of the haughty fpirit of Biron, he fuffered him ftill to retain the command; 
-but though the befiegers carried on their operations with redoubled ardour and 
alacrity, yetj:he garrifon difputed every inch of ground with incredible obftinacy ; 
the death of Portocarrero, who fell in a defperate faliy, diminished not their con- 
iidence j and the defence was conduced with the fame flail and fpirit as before by 
4he marquis de Montenegro. 
; 'Henry already had ftuggled for five months with every difficulty that the ex- 
perience or courage of the befieged could oppofe, when he was at length alarmed 
by the approach of the archduke, who, at the command of Philip, with an 
army of twenry-five thoufand men, preffed forward to the relief of: Amiens, 
^and appeared in fight of the French camp ; the marefchal Biron, tranfported by 
<his ufual ardor, advifed the king ;to accept their offer of battle : his counfel was 
<oppofed by the cautious remonftrances of the duke of Mayenne : " Sire/' faid 
she, " you came to take Amiens, and not to fight/* Henry for once preferred the 
•voice of "prudence to that of glory ; he kept within his intrenchments ; the arch- 
.duke, - after ineffectually endeavouring to provoke him to a&ion, retired to Arras, 
.and refigned Amiens to its fate, which foon after furrendered to the French.. 

From the redu&ion of Amiens and infulting the province of Artois, Henry 
•turned his arms againft Dourens ; the vigilance of Albert had alreadv provided 
that city with every thing neceffary to its defence, and ;the king had fcarce com- 
menced the liege before he repented his enterprife. The troops were harraffed 
by the fatigues they had fuftained before Amiens ; difeafes and cifcontents began 
to prevail through the camp ; the works were retarded by a feries of unfavoura- 
ble weather ; and the roads naturally heavy, by inceffant rains were rendered 
impaffable to the artillery ; the king, convinced of his error abandomed the hope- 
Jefs attempt; and after difbanding the majority of his forces, and leaving the 

cavalry for the defence of. the frontier, he jeturned to Paris. 
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A. D. 1598.] The greatefl part of the kingdom had acknowledged the au- 
thority of Henry ; but in Brittany the league ftill nourifhed the flames of fedition, 

and the fire was fecretly fed by the counfels and influence of Philip duke of 
Mercoeur, of the houfe of Lorrain. For two fucceffive years that prince, while 
he profefted the moll profound refpett for the throne, had maintained a proud 

raid dangerous- independence ; but the king, determined to extinguish thefe 
fparks of civil commotion, aflembled his forces on the return of fpring, and hail 
already advanced to Angers, when his further progrefs was.rendered unneceflary 

by the fubmiflion of the dates of Brktari5 r , and of the duke of Mercoeur. The 
former expelled the Spaniards from the few towns they ftill held, and reftored 

the royal authority ; the latter, while he emplored the clemency of his fovereign, 
interested in his favour the fair Gabrielle d'Eftrees, the favourite miftrefs of 
Henrv. The duke offered to beftow the hand of his daughter, the heirefs of the 
vaft eftates, on Csefar, the natural fon of that lady by Henry. The nuptials 
were celebrated with princely magnificence at Angers ; the fubmifive protec- 
tions of the duke of Mercoeur were accepted ; and his former errors were con- 
figned to oblivion. 

. The recovery of Amiens and the extin&ion of the league, opened the eyes of 
Philip to the vanity of thofe flattering- dreams of conqueft by which he had been 
fo long deluded. His advanced age arid broken health warned him of his ap- 
proaching end., and he was unwilling to leave his experienced fucceflbr involved 
in a bloody and dangerous war. Peace on the other hand was no lefs defirabie 
to Henry, and fome refpite was required to clofe the wounds under which his 
kingdom had bled for fo many years.. The meditation of Clement, and the 
common father of both princes, were accepted ; at the requeft of the Roman 
pontiff a congrefs was held by the plenipotentiaries of France and Spain at Ver- 
vins, a town in Picardy ; though the queen of England and the ftates of Hol- 
land affered Henry the molt effectual fupport for the continuance of the war, he^ 
declined, with every profeflion of gratitude, a fyflem which he declared mull end 
in the utter ruin of the kingdom ; and after feveral difficulties which the zeal of Cle- 
ment was fuccefsfully employed in removing, Henry figned a peace by which he 
relinquished, indeed, his claims on Cambray, but obtained reftitution of Calais, 
Ardres, Dourlens, and all the towns in France, that Philip had acquired at the 
,expence of fo much blood and treafure. 

A. D. 1598. J The peace of Vervins had reftored tranquillity to the fubje&s 
of France j but the amiable qualities of Henry could not enfure that happinefs in 
private life, that his courage and conftancy had commanded in public. Previous 
xo the .maflacre of St. Bartholomew, he had formed a . political -union with Marga- 
ret, lifter to Charles the Ninth, and Henry the Third ; a princefs who united all 
the virtues and vices of the family of Valois, from whence fhe*fprung. The beau- 
ty of her perfon infpired paflion and defire in the coldeft bofom ; her genius and 

imagination were celebrated by all the poets of her time 4 fhe fung and played oa 

•Vol. III. 3O 
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the lute with exquifite {kill ; and in dancing no lady of the court was her equal ; 
but fo violent was her love of pleafure, that at twelve years old fhe had facrificed 
to it her honour ; Entragues, Charry, the prince of Martigues, and the duke of 
Guife, had been fucceflively admitted to her molt intimate favours, previous to 
her marriage with Henry ; and mingling the fervours of religion with the exceffes 
of diffipation, her hours afterwards were alternately occupied by enthufiaftic de- 
votion, and unreftrained fenfuality. 

While Margaret flretched her dominion over the multitude that admired and 

adored her, (lie had never been able to touch the f heart of Henry, on whom, in- 
deed, at the command of her brother Chatles, fhe had beftowed her hand with 
extreme reluctance, and to whom her irregularies were no fecret. That monarch, 
who had broken the formidable confederacy of the league, and affixed bounds to 
the ambition of Spain, was himfelf the captive of the fair. His chara&er 'bore a 
ftriking refemblance to that of Francis the Firft, and he was always flattered and 
charmed by the comparifon. Like Francis, he had early engaged in a variety of 
promifcuous amours ; but for fome time paft his unlimited homage had been paid 
to the fair Gabrielle d'Eftrees, on whom he had fucceflively beftowed the titles of 
marchionefs of Monceaux and duchefs of Beaufort. Two fons and a daughter 
were the fruits of their illicit commerce : and Henry, defirous of eftablifhing in 
his offspring the peaceable fucceffion of the crown, even entertained thoughts of 
legitimating his natural children, and dividing his throne with the miftrefs of his 
ajle&ions. 

A. D. 1599.] The queen, who for feveral years had refided at Uflbn, a cattle 
iii Auvergne, had already confented to the diflblution of a marriage, the efleft of 
conftraint ; and the Roman pontiff readily liftened to a meafure calculated to pro- 
mote the future tranquillity of France ; yet both Margaret and Clement expreffed 
the moft pointed difapprobation, when informed that the duchefs of Beaufort was 
intended to be raifed co the vacant bed of Henry. Thepaflionof the king would 
probably have triumphed overall oppofition, and have placed the crown on the 
head of his miftrefs, when his fame was preferved from this degrading inftance 
of ;weaknefs, by an event as decilive as it was unexpe&ed. While the duchefs 
of Beauforc, in the vigour of health and pride of beauty, feafted her imagina- 
tion with the grandeur ofroyalty, the viflonary profpeft wasdiflblved by the hand 
of death. In theabfence of Henry fhe was fuddenly feized with convulfions, and 
expired a fpe&acle too horrid for defcription. 

Henry > on the intelligence of her fate, abandoned himfelf to all the tranfports 
of forrow ; but that confolation, which was vainly proffered by the attention of 
his courtiers, he derived from time and the duties of his ftation. His ancient 
and inveterate enemy, Philip, was no more ; but the latent embers of commo- 
tion, which ftill lurked in the bofom of France, required all the care of the mo- 
narch to extinguiih. Previous to the peace of Vervins, he had endeavoured to 
fecure. the . tranquillity of the Proteftants by the celebrated edi& of Nantz. It 
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- granted to the reformed all the favours in which they had been indulged by for- • 
mer princes, and added a free admiffionto all. employments of truft, profit, and 
honour; an eftablifhment of chambers of juftice, in which the members of the* 
two religions were equal ; and* permiflion to educate their children, without re- 
Jtraint, in any of the universities. Yet even thefe liberal conditions could not en- - * 
tirely banifli that jealoufy which the H-ugonots had conceived on the king's aban- 
doning their faith ; and already their intrigues had reached the ear, and awaken- 
ed the vigilance of Henry. : 

On the death of the duchefs of Beaufort, Margaret had profefled an "entire ■ 
obedience to the will of her royal confort, and Clement had pronounced her 
marriage, as the effett of conllraint, illegal and void; but the king was diverted • 
from the immediate thoughts of a fecond union, by a pafiion for. Henriette de 
Balzac, daughter to de Balzac Entragues, by Mary Touchet, the celebrated mif- 
trefs of Charles the Ninth ; to this lady Henry transferred that afteftion which 
he had fo lately vowed to the duchefs of Beaufort ; he created her marchionefs • 
of V erneuil, and even delivered to her a promife of marriage ; yet the moments 
allotted to pieafure, diminiihed not his application to bufinefs, and the intrigues 
of the duke of Savoy fumnioned him from the embraces of. his miftrefs. to the • 
cares of a throne. 

. The duke of Savoy, emboldened by the late diftra&ed ftate of France, had 1 
embraced the moment of civil commotion to poffefs himfelf of the Marquifate ■ 
of Saluces. On the treaty of Vervins, he had. agred . to fubmit his pretenfions 
to the arbitration of pope Clement ; but had conftantly eluded a decifibn, which 
he was confcious muft defpoil him of the territory that he had thus daringly 
ufurped. Trufting to the arts of negociation, and the addrefs for which he was : 
eminent, he embraced the refolution of prefenting himfelf at Paris, and treating; 
with Henry in perfon. Though the king, would readily have difpenfed with,, 
he could not decently decline, the honour~of the propofed vifit ; and in a court, 
gallant, profufe, and fplendid, the magnificence, liberality, and conciliating 
manners of the duke, foon attached to his intereft the principal favourites and 
miftrefles of Henry. The marchionefs of . Verneuil efpoufed his pretenfions with -, 
ardour; but the mind of Henry was fteeled againft the importunities of that 
lady, by a juft fenfe of the dignity of his crown-, and by the remonftrances of 
his minifter, the baron de Rblhy, whofe inflexible integrity was fuperior to all . 
the allurements of corruption. . 

A. D. 1600.3 After rlavifhing the immenfe "fum of four hundred thbufand : 
crowns in prefents to the rapacious minions of a court, the duke of * Savoy re- 
tired from Paris,. and prepared to affert by arms, what he had vainly hoped! 
to have acquired by negociation; He had indeed^ already entered into a clofe 
and fecret connexion with the marefchal de Biron ; but the military ardour 
and vanity of that commander could not be reftrained 4 by the- intereft of his , 
new. ally. . The duke of .Savoy in an infbnt beheld Brefie, Savoy, and Nice,, 
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deluged by the forces of France ; Miolans furrendered to the king ; the baron 
de Rofny, whom Henry had appointed grand matter of artillery, reduced Mont- 
raelian , a fortrefs which .the duke had confidered as impregnable; and St. 
Catherine's, in the ftrength of which he equally confided, was, in the depth of • 
winter, taken by the marefchal de Biron. Theie fucceffive difallers humbled' the 
haughty fpirit of the duke ; and overwhelmed in the unequal conflict and defert- 
,ed by the court of Spain, which had promifed to fupport him, he refumed 

the thoughts of peace ; and implored the mediation of the pope to extricate him 
from a war in which; he had thus rafiily engaged. 

, The ardent paffion of Henry for. the marchionefs of Verneuil, and the mifery- 
that he had experienced in his former marriage, rendered him extremely averfe 
to a fecond. The remonftrances of his minifters, and his concern for the public 
welfare, had reluftantly extorted from him permifiion to negociate an union with 
Mary de Medicis, niece to the grand duke of Tufcany. Senfible of. his irrefolu-- 
tion, the commiffioners on whom he had devolved this important truft, haftened 
to conclude it. Their zeal outftripped the willies and expe&ations of Henry; 

and he heard, with mingled regret and furprife, that they had figned a treaty 
.of marriage with that princefs. His own honour and the happinefs of his 
people allowed him not to retraft : he haftened to Lyons to receive the hand 
of Mary ; and whatever might be his private fellings, he difcovered to his royal 
.confort no emotions but thofe of refpeel and regard. 

A. D. i6oi*2 The marriage of Henry was followed by a treaty with the duke 
of Savoy ; who, difappointed in that afliftance which he expe&ed from Spain, 
.and equally deprived of that aid with which he had flattered himfelf from the 

difcontents of the factious nobles of France, found himfelf no longer able to 
.fupport the unequal conteft ; for the marquifate of ^aluces, which he was per- 
mitted to retain, he confented to cede to Henry the county of Breffe, an exten- 
sive territory on the banks of the Rhone, and to pay one hundred thoufand 
'crowns to defray the expences of the war. 

Yec while the duke fubmitted to the arms of France, he did not relinquifti the 
intrigues that he had entered into with the afpiring chiefs of that kingdom. 
The principal of thefe were the dukes de Bouillon, d'Epernon, and the maref- 
chal Biron. That celebrated commander, whofe exploits eclipfed the military 
fame of his father, and who openly boafted that his arm had fixed the fceptre in 
the hand of Henry, had long fecretly laboured to undermine the edifice that 
his valour had eredled, and his blood cemented. Born for the camp, he de- 
lighted in war, and excelled in every martial exercife ; but the reftlefs foldier 
difdained the calm acquifition of fcience ; and while he afpired to the higheft 
'.honours of the ftate, was almoft as illiterate as the meaneft fentinal. In adlion 
"he was. brave, indefatigable, vigilant, and abftemious ; but with his armour he 

jfeemeel .to. lay afide every virtue, and difplayed a difpofition, vain, envious, and 
arrogaht j no revenue was fufEcient to difplay his boundlefs extravagance ; and 
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... ' * 

"his fatal attachment to gaming, is reported : to have fwallowed within' the com- 

"pafs of one year, the immenfe fum of 500,000 crowns: his correfpondence 
with the duke of Savoy, had not entirely "efcaped the vigilant eye ; of Henrys 
and at Lyons that monarch had reproached him with his feditious defigns. 
Biron affefted frankly to confefs the imprudence of his conduct. His profeffions 
of repentance, and his protections of future fidelity, difarmed the indignation 
of his fovereign, mindful of former fervices*- By a large pecuniary donative, 
Henry endeavoured to awaken his gratitude j and fen fible that his a&ive fpirit 
could ill brook a life of indolence, he ftrove to divert him from the dangerous 

pra&ices that he had engaged in, by appointing him, as firft ambaflador -to Eliza- 
beth, and afterwards to the Swifs Cantons* 

A. D. 1601, 1602.3 The birth of a fon, while it afforded a fcmrce of do- 
meftic fatisfa&ion to Henry, and opened" to his people the pleafing profpett of a 

peaceable fiicceflion, ferved at the fam'd time to quicken the defigns of thofe, 
who, impatient of tranquil rule, alfociated in the moft formidable cabals againft 
the throne. * The marefchal Biron had ' no fopner returned from executing the 
commiffion that had been entrufted to him, than he* refumed with redoubled 
ardour his ambitious projects; he entered into an alliance^ with the courts of 
Spain and Turin ; he clofely conne£ted J htmfelf with- the duke of Bouillon, who, 
by his marriage;, had' obtained the principality ; of Sedan ; and united in his trea- 
sonable enterprife, Charles count d'Auvergne, grand prior of France, and 

natural fon to Charles the Ninth. Haughty and fupercilious in his natural 
demeanour, Biron now affetted the garb of courtefy, and 'affiduoufly laboured 
to ingratiate himfelf in the hearts of the multitude. The improper- nomination 
to ecclefiaftical dignities, at the influence : of .the-miftrefs of the king ; the public 
negleft of the reformed, by a prince who had abjured-their -tenets, and who 
•meditated their extirpation*; but ahove 'all, the numerous impofts which: were 
daily multiplied by the fovereign on s an oppreffed people, were the -favourite 
topics of the marefchal, and were induftrioufly circulated by his adherents in 
factious murmurs 'through the provinces. The feditious vapour ; foon« fpread 
itfelf over the countries -of Anjou, Poitou, -Saintonge, Auvergne, Guienne, and 
Languedoc ; the animated countenance of Henry was clouded -with* anxiety ; 
•gaiety and pleafure were baniflied from a court long diftinguifhed -by.its fuperior 
gallantry and fplendour ; and the brooding tempeft of revolt was foretold by 
every indication of fufpicion arid difcontent. 

'The fplendid profpect that Biron contemplated in the confcioufnefs of his 
■wn military talents, and the power atid influence of his confederates, \vere 
blafted by one fatal *inftance of mifplaced confidence. La Fin, a ' native of 
Burgundy, and defcended from a refpe&able family in that province, was dif- 
tingufhed by a difpofition daring, indefatigable, and intriguing. He had infinu- 
ated himfelf ' into : the favour of the marefchal, and had been employed both by 
Biron,' and the duke of Bouillon, in their moft fecret negotiations with Spain 

iealoufy the afcendancv which the 
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baron de Lux had acquired over the mind of his patron ; and in a moment of 
difguft, he revealed to Henry the whole of a confpiracy, the wheels of which 
.he was no longer permitted to dire£h 

. The king read with aftonifhment the black fcrowl, which contained the names 
of the moft illuftrious nobles of France. Some of thefe had aftually embarked 
in the daring projects of Biron ; others, by their known difcontent, had afforded 
reafonto expeft they would join the ftandard of revolt, as foon as it was erected; 
arid the remainder were probably added by the creative genius of La Fin, de- 
firous of magnifying the importance of his perfidy : yet the danger was great 
and immediate ; and the king determined to vifit the different provinces of Poi- 
tiers, Limofin, and Guienne, to awe by his prefence the feditious fpirit of the 
people,- and to obtain more perfect information of the fchemes of the marefchal. 
Each day convinced him that he tottered on the brink of a precipice ; and 
after a ihort refidence at Btois, he returned to Fontainbleau, determined to crufh 
the infant confpiracy, before it was ftrengthened by the troops and treafures of 

-Spain and Savoy, 

. On his return from Switzerland, the marefchal Biron had retired to his govern- 
ment of Burgundy, and diligently applied himfelf to fecure and ftrengthen the 
moft important cities in that province. ; t : Confiding in the affe&ion of the inhabi- 
tants, and in the fidelity of thofe to whom he had entrufted the command of the 
fortified places, he considered that country as an immediate retreat, fliould his 
defigns be difcovered before his confederates were prepared to fupport him ; but 
of this fefource he was deprived by an artifice of the baron de Rofny ; under 
pretence of new-cafting the cannon throughout Burgundy, that minifter, as 
grand matter, had obtained from the marefchal the artillery which belonged to 
his government ; -but no fooner was thefe tranfported beyond the jurifdi&ion of 
Biron j than Rofny (topped the new, with which he had promifed to replace them. 
The rage of Biron on this occafion broke forth in open menances, and his fuf- 
picions were fobn after awakened by intelligence of the private conference that 
La Fin : had held with the king; but he fuffered himfelf again to be deluded 
by that traitor's proteftations that he had not betrayed him, and that Henry 
was by no means apprifed of his defigns. He was alfo eonfcious,. that fhould 

flis fovereign march againft him, and declare him a rebel, he was no longer ca r 

pable of refiftance ; a&uated by the powerful motives of hope and fear, he 
obeyed the royal fummons, and with his aifociate, the count d 5 Auvergne, re- 
paired to the court at Fontainbleau. 

The mind of Henry, on the arrival of the marefchal, was fufpended by ths 
conflicting paffions of gratitude and refentment. When he called to remembrance: 
the former fervices of Biron,. and the dangers they had fliared together, his 
feelings drowned the. ftern voice of juftice, and he determined to pardon the 
aiftbition of a man to whofe valour he had been fo eminently indebted j but; 
sheathe -calamities of civil war^ from which the kingdom had fcarce emerged, 
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prefented therafelves *o his view ; when he confidered the welfare of his people, 
and the infant ftate of his fon, both endangered by the reftlefs and turbulent 
difpofition of Biron, the duty of a fovereign, and the affe&ion of a parent, 
loudly exhorted him to confult the happinefs of millions, by the facrifice of one 
obnoxious pcrfon : yet he beheld the unhappy vi&im with tendernefs and com- 
panion and while he treated him with every mark of regard, he endeavoured 
in converfation, to lead him to a full confeflion of his guilt, and to juftify the 
clemency that he ftill panted to exercife, by his fincerity and contrition. 

Yet the friendly admonitions of the monarch could not bend a temper natural- 
ly ftubbornand hauty ; encouraged by the affurances of La ."Fin, the marefchal 
retained a fullen referve, and affumed the tone of infulted integrity ; he perfever- 
ed in declaring, that fince the confeflion at Lyons, he had nothing to accufe his; 
confcience with ; and Henry, fatigued with unavailing exhortations, at length 
refolved to give way to the courfe of juftice ; marefchal Biron and the count 
d'Auvcrgne were arrefted as they withdrew from the king's apartment, and were 
conveyed to the Baftile. A commiflion was dire&ed to the parliament to examine: 
into their conduct, and the proofs of their guilt were clear and pofitive ; the very 
treaty with Spain, which Biron had fubfcribed, and which he firmly believed that 
La Pin had deftroyed, was produced againft him. His judges unanimoufly,. 
though reluctantly, pronounced fentencepf death. The intreaties of his friends, 
prevailed on the king to change the place of execution ; he was beheaded in the 
court of the Baftile; and, in his la ft moments, difgraced by alternate fallies of 
rage, and agonies of terror, the character of Intrepid, which he had acquired 
amidft the greateft dangers of war. 

The count d'Auvergne had been involved in the fame fentence as the marefchal 
Biron ; but regard for the brother of his miftrefs, the marchionefs of Verr 
neuil, and refpett for the laft male defcendant of the race of Valois, induced 
Henry to grant him not only his life, but alfo to alleviate the rigour of his con- 
finement, and at length infenfibly to reftore him to freedom ; a clemency which; 
the fubfequent intrigues of the count repaid with the blacked ingratitude. Of 
the other confpirators, the principal threw themfelves at the feet of their fove- 
reign, who not only freely pardoned their imprudence, but even concealed from. 

reproach their names ; the multitude found flielter in their numbers and obfcuri- 

ty — and the baron de Fontenelles alone, by a public and painful death, was doom- 
ed to atone for. his treafonable intention of delivering the fort of Douarnenes to> 
the Spaniards. 

. It was not alone in deteding the dangerous defigns of his foreign and domes- 
tic enemies, that the vigilance of Henry was exercifed - r the internal adminiftra- 

tion of his kingdom claimed and obtained his unwearied attention- Regularity 
was introduced into the finances, by the integrity and induftry of his favourite 
minifter, the baron de Rofny ; new manufactures were eftabliflied, colonies: 
planted,; commerce extended* and agriculture seftoredj. the rage .of duelling 
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• which had proved mortal to fome of the mod gallant fpirits of France, was at 
:the fame time reftrained by new edi&s ; but it could not be difguifed, that the 
.king, educated in camps, and imprefled with lively notions of honour, too often 
fan&ioned by his exprefiions that fatal pra&ice which his laws were framed to re- 
prefs. 

1603.] tempeft °f c ^ v ^ commotion, which had alarmed France, was alfo felt 
•in England. The conspiracy and execution of the marefchal de Biron, were prece- 
ded by the prefumption and fate of Eflex, the favourite of Elizabeth; but though 
the queen, jealous of her authority, figned his final doom, (he never could erafe 
from her heart that fond partiality which ftie had ever evinced towards him. Op- 
preffed by a forrow which fheaffe&edto conceal, but which inceffantly preyed up- 
on her body, her frail conftitution at length gave way to the emotions of her 
mind. During the latter hours of her life, the pride of royalty was overwhelm- 
ed by the torrent of returning affe&ion ; for feveral days fhe rejefted all confola- 
tion, and even refufed food and fuftenance. The few words fhe uttered were all 
expreffive of fome inward grief that {he cared not to reveal ; and in the feventieth 
year of her age, fhe clofed a reign of vigour, conftancy, vigilance, and addrefs, 
the vi&imof a romantic palfion, fcarce credible in a love-fick girl. 

Henry, who had ever entertained the moft profound fentiments of regard and 
Tefpeft for Elizabeth, and who had concerted with that princefs the depreflion of 
the houfe of Auftria, deplored the death of his old and faithful ally with a fince- 
rity feldom found in royal bofoms. His clofe connection with England rendered 
it of importance to him to acquire a thorough knowledge of the difpofitioh of her 
luccefibr ; and he difpatched the marquis de Rofny to congratulate James the Firft^ 
who, by his fucceffion to the throne, united the dominions of England and Ire- 
land to thofe pf Scotland the feeble and temporifing difpofition of that monarch, 
could not be concealed from the penetrating genius of /Rofny ; always negociat- 
ing, and never daring to aft, he fuffered that power to become contemptible in 
his hands, which might have commanded the refpeft of the haughty Spaniard* 
and repreffed the overweening arrogance of the houfe of Auftria. * Enamoured of 
peace, he confidered the attainment of it as the only true objeft of . a ftatefman's 
labours ; and though he agreed with Rofny fecretly to fupport the united ftates, 
in concert with the king of France, left their weaknefs fhould oblige them to fub- 
mit to their old mafter, yet that minifter foon acquainted Henry, that he mud 
snot too implicitly depend on the exertions of a prince who continually expreifed 
his dread left he fhould be reproached as the abettor of rebels. 

A. D. 1604/J Wearied by inceflant importunities, the king of France con- 
fented to reftore the Jefuits, and to demolifh the pillar which had been ere&ed to 
perpetuate the atrocious attempt of Chatel, and the dangerous principles of the 
order that he belonged to. But this frefh inftance of the placable difpofition of 
the fovereign, could not extinguifh the embers of difcontent which ftill lurked in 

liis kingdom. The duke of Bouillon had deeply engaged in the confpiracy of the 
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marefchal Biron, and to ayoM. tKe ? ftorm AvKich He beheld gathering, had retired 
to his principality of Sedan.; he c now ^refumeU.hiicorrefpondence with the court of 
Spain, and with the count dVAuvergne. That , nobleman, unmindful of the cle- 
mency, vyhich he had fo lately experienced, involved in his intrigues his fifter the 
marchionefs of Verneuil, the favourite miftrefs of the king, and : her father Francis 
d'Entragues., on whom Henry had bellowed. the rank of marefchal, as the price 
of the promife of marriage, he had imprudenlly givenrto the daughter. Their de- 
signs were dete&ed and difconcerted by the ; vigilance of Henry. The marchionefs 
of Verneuil was for fpme days. confined to l)er. houfe ; but^he. paffion of the man. 
triumphed over the juftice of the fovereign,. and Henry foon flew to proftrate him- 

felf at the feet of the haughty ^beauty whofe' chains he found it imj^flible to break 
— D'Eritragues, who had been condemned to lofe, his head, was indebted for his 
life to the charms of his daughter ; and the protecting influence of the fair was 
was -evert extended to her brother the count dVAuvergne, whofe fentence of expiating 
ins repeated guilt on a public fcaffold., was : commuted to the milder, doom of per- 
petual i Ai x 

0/1605.] But when the vigorous mind , of Henry was not . fofcinated by 

the charms of feinnle beauty^ he well knew how to render his authority refpe&ed 

by .his fubje&s, and to curb . the wildd^ ingratitude and ambition. The 

<luke of Bouillon for fbufriucceifive years had evaded every . fufnmons to appear at 
court, . and the king determined by his pretence, to humble that haughty fubjea, he 
dire&ed his <5pu^ of*, Aiivergne and Limofin ; and Bouillon, 

aftorii&ed Ut .fhe^f^pid approach of his fovereign, and unprepared for refiftance, 





of his fiibmifiion. '. r . , ' .. ; ; 

J A'.' B. i 6b6>V ' "Bat Henry had fcarce returned to Park before "he was iuftly 
incenfcd by repeated inftances of the duke's reft lefs and difcontented • difpoutibn. 
•it was with' rdu&ance that he prepared to reduce by arms a man whom fheP.ro- 
teftanfs looked up. to as the chief of their religion, and from whom He himfeif had 
formerly received But the prefent tranquility -of his kingdom, 

and the fuccefs ojf the lofty defigris that he began already to meditate, all concurred 
in promoting him to riieafures the rnoft" ' vigorous. and decifive. /. With a train of 
artillery, I' which he ' entriifted^to the' command of his minifter Rofny, whom . on 
Uiis occafion he created' "duke of Sully, 1 and with a final 1 but well appointed body 
of veteran forces, the king of France paffed forwards to Sedan. To the laft mo- 
ment the vanity of the duke of Bouillon had fuggefted to him the language of re- 
fiftance-; but with the approach of danger, the haughty fpirit of that nobleman 
•began toiubfide ;, the^infiheerity of Spain he was to 0 -well acquainted with ; . and 
the Proteftants, in Head of arming 5n -his defence, flocked to the royal flandard^ 
nothing now remaine«d s but to,' JTubhiit to a power with which it would have been 
khadnefs to have contended ; in the generous arid clement difpofition of his fove- 

Vol.jil 3 0. 



> 



33 6 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [i6oS 

reign, lie Hill found that refource which his obftinacy allowed him little reafon to 
expert ; the inhabitants of Sedan, with the duke, took the oath of fidelity to the 
king of France ; a royal garrifon and governor were to be maintained within the 
walls for four years ; and Bouillon, after having fo long defied, efteemed himfel^ 
happy in efcaping the vengeance of his prince on fuch favourable conditions.. 

The good fortune which attended Henry in public, preferved him alfo in private 
'life. An unfortunate wretch, whom infanity had impelled again ft the life of that 
monarch, was difarmed by his attendants, and by the humanity of Henry was dif- 
iniffed to gentle confinement, and to that care which his melancholy fituation re- 
quired. In croffing the river Neuilly, the royal carriage, by the fpirit of the horfes, 
Was precipitated from the ferry-boat, and overturned in the middle of the ftream ;-, 
the king, the queen, the duke of Vendofme, and theprincefs of Conti, were ex- 
pofed to the mod imminent danger. They were refcued by the zeal and alacrity 
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into the river to extricate his confort. 



fafely 



A. D. 1607, 1 608. J But while the multitude exulted at the fafety of a love* 
reign whom they loved and revered, the royal bofom was deemed to experience 
thofe cares which invade with impartial mifery the peace of the peafaht and the 
prince. The queen, cold and referved in her temper and manner, received with 
indifference, or reprelfed with difguft, the amorous affidjuities of Henry. . Her im- 
prudent partiality to her Italian attendants, was regafdeci with indignation by .that 
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of Verheuil, too frequently furnifhed juft caufe for reproach. ■ The inmoft receffes 
of the palace were difturbed by their mutual and inceffant complaints. The hap- 
pinefs which Henry found not in the company and converfatidn of his queen, he 
fought in the familiar fociety of others ; the arrogance of the marchionefs of 
Verneuil had for fome time pad been infufferable ; and the lively wit, the amia- 
ble manners of Charlotte de Montmorancy, the daughter of the cbnflable, had 
infenfibly ftolen into his heart; yet he fuffered not his paffion, ardent as it was* 
arid fatal as it propably afterwards proved, wholly to engrofs his mind. He 
renewed his ancient alliance with the United States of Holland ; he affiduoufly 
cultivated the friendfhip of England ; he fuccefsfully interpofed his meditation be- 
tween the court of Rome and the Venetians ; but he declined the importunate 
folicitations of the Moorifh inhabitants of Spain ; who opprefled, and at length 
driven into exile by the miftaken policy of Philip the Third, in vain implored an 
afylumin the bofom of France. 

The wifdom of Henry has been feverely impeached in refufihg the proffered 
acceffion of near half a million of induftrous people, whole filent' labours might 
have fertilifed the baren and deferted plains of France; and repaired the fatal 
ravages which had been inflifted by religious commotion. The inclination of 
this unhappy race to prefer the former to the Catholic church, the perfecuting 

fpirit of which they had already experienced, might perhaps in fome meafure ia- 
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fluence the mind of Henry, long fince grown diftruflful of the intrigues of the 
Hugonots ; perhaps he was determined by the dread of precipitating thofe hoftile 
defigns which he fecretly meditated againlt the hpufe of Auftria, and which were 
yet fcarcely ripe for execution. A conje£hire which is rather ftrengthened by the 
caution with which he continued to footh the jealoufy of the court of Spain, and 
the zeal which he difplayed in negociating a truce with the united ftates and the arch- 
duke Albert. The tranquillity of his kingdom was reftored; theambition of his nobles 
had been feverely humbled ; the magazines were filled with coffers repleniihed ; 
order was introduced into his finances ; difcipline among his troops ; and he be- 
held the moment rapidly approaching in which he might unfold the vaft object 
of thofe immenfe preparations which alarmed or aftonifhed all "Europe. 

A. D. 1609. ) But while the power, the experience, and the reputation of 
the monarch filled his enemies with terror, the paffions of the man too often ex* 
pofed him to the cenfure and pity of his friends. Nor time, nor ambition could 
extinguifh his fatal affe&ion for Charlotre de Montmorency ; fecretly nourifhing 
the deftru&ive flame, he determined to beflow the hand of that lady on the 
prince of Cbnde, and by introducing her into his own family, at leaft to enjoy 
the fatisfa&ion of her converfation. The marriage was celebrated without pomp 
at Chan til li, and it was the expreflion of the marchionefs of Verneuil, " that 
iC the king* had made this match to fink the heart, and .to raife the head 
M of the prince of Conde." The paflion of Henry foon burft the bounds that 
his prudence- had prefcribed. His looks, his words, his a&ions, inceflantly be- ' 
trayed the ardent emotions of his foul ; the fire that conftantly contained him 
eould not be concealed from the prince, jealous of his own honour, and the 
fidelity of his wife. He defired leave to retire from court, and* the peremptory 
refufal of the king ferved only to confirm the fufpicions already entertained. 
His refpedt for his lb vereign was overwhelmed by a lively fenfe of the injury 
intended; 1 and after giving way to his indignation by the molt pointed reproaches, 
he fecretly prepared to efcape with the princefs beyond the limits of the king- 
dom, before the ungovernable paflion of Henry had fealed his dilhonour. 

This defign he executed with fuccefs ; reluttantly accompanied by his wife, 
, and attended by a few domeftics, he eluded the vigilance of thofe who had been 
dire&ed to obferve him; and reached in fafety Landrecy. The king received 
the intelligence of his flight with a tranfport of rage and grief that he was at 
no pains to conceal. He inftantly difpatched Praflin, the captain of his guard, 
to demand the fugitives from the archduke ; but Albret replied with becoming 
dignity, " that he had never violated the laws of nations on. any occafion what- 
ever ; and that he would not begin with a prince of the blood-royal of 
France". He immediately fupplied the necefiities of the prince of Conde with 
liberality, appointed an efcort to- conduft. him to Bruflels, and affured. him o£ 
his conftant prote&ion*. 
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The perfonal fecuricy of the prince did not entirely fhield him from, the effects 
of Henry's refentment. After an ineffectual attempt to carry off the princeis 
by force, at the command of the king the parliament palfed an arret againft 
the firft prince of the blood, and condemned him to undergo whatever punifh- 

ment the fovereign (hould pleafe to inflid; with this judicial procefs the martial 
preparations of Henry kept pace ; and the armaments which had been fuggefted 
by ambition were probably quickened by love. England, the independent princes 
of Germany, and the United Provinces of the Netherlands, all readily alfociated 
in the defign of humbling the houfe of Aufiria ; the duke of Savoy confented 
to relinquish that country to France, on condition of receiving the duchy of 
Milan ; while the majority of the Italian ftates profeffed that defire to accede 
to a confederacy, on which they flattered themfelves with the hope of found- 
ing a permanent tranquillity'. When to allies fo powerful, alfid fo firmly engaged 
by intereft in the caufe they had efpoufed, are added the refources of France 
in a difciplined and veteran army of forty thoufand men, a treafure of forty 
millons of livres, and the high reputation and diftinguifhed abilities of her king^ 
it cannont be wondered that the aftonifhment of yifionary ftatefmen have con- 
sidered the force fo far exceeding the objeft as even to have attributed to Henry 
the immenfe but chimerical projeft of forming Europe into one great republic. 

At length the death of the duke of Cleves gave the,fignal for a&ion ; his do- 
minions, which had been formed of four or five great fiefs, were claimed by 
the emperor, Rodolph, as fupreme fovereign; and he inftantly beftowed the in- 
veftureof them on the archduke,- Leopold of Aufiria. But this arbitrary iiifur 

pation was difputed by the fifters of the late .duke and their representatives j the 
duke of Brandenburg and Pruflia, the count palatine of Newburg, the count 

palatine of Deux Ponts, and the marquis of Burgaw, were aroufed by the fecret 
and friendly affuranccs of France, to alfert their rights by arms, and to implore 
the protection, of Henry. , 
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A. D. 1610.] The king readily liftened to folicitations which, he hjmfelf had 
fuggefted. The contested territories ftretched along the frontiers of his king- 
dom, and he .was not infenfibleto the dangerous vicinity of the-houfeof Auftriaj 
intereft combined with,. honour in prompting him to a fpeedy refolution ; and 
both, perhaps, were ftimulated by the fecret but ardent motives of aifeftion ; 
the prince of Conde ftill boa (led the protection of the court of S,pain, and the 
sibfence of the princefs had -not allayed the flame that her charms had kindled in 
the bofom" of Henry. That monarch declared his determination to lead an army 
to* the fupport of his German allies, and to vindicate with his forces and trea- 
fures ",their pretentions, to.the duchies of Cleves and Juliet's* His road lay through 
the provinces of Flanders, and the archduke Albert, through whofe country he 
demanded permiffion to march, unprepared for refinance, t difguifedhis : hereditary 
enmity, and anfwered in terms of refpeCtfui acquiefcence. 
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* The fupine indifference with which the houfe of Auftria affe&ed to regard 
the combination of its mo ft powerful and inveterate enemies, has given rife to 
a fufpicion probably as deftitute of foundation, as it is injurious to the honour 
of that family; and the fubfequent fate of Henry has, by more than one con- 
temporary hiftorian, been afcribed fo the perfidious and fanguinary principles 
which have difgraced the councils of Spain, and which but a few years fince 
involved the deftru&ion of the prince of Orange. With more reafon the 
deadly ftroke may be imputed to that fanatical fury kindled by a long feries of 
religious commotion, and not extinguifhed by the fleeting years of tranquillity 
which had fucceeded the peace of Vervins. Whatever might be'the fource of 
an event, which has been fo varioufly related by the immediate fpettators, and 
which feems at the moment it happened to have eluded the refearches of the 
mo ft curious and interefted, it is our duty from the mafs to felefl thofe cir- 
cumftances only which can inform the mind and guide the judgement of the 
reader. 

Amid ft all his preparations, amidft the moft flattering profpects of acquirin 
thai glory which he had fo long and fo ardently panted after, the difpofition o 
Henry was vifibly impreffed with a deep and fettled melancholy. The blameable 
indulgence of the queen to her Italian attendants, had been often the fubjeft of 
his open difcontent, and he had more than once meditated the defign of com- 
pelling the moft obnoxious to repafs the Alps. From this intention he was di- 
verted by his confidential minifter the duke of Sully ; and in conformity 
to the advice of that ftatefman he endeavoured to gain on the cold and referved 
temper of the queen by atts of kindnefs and attention. That princefs had ex- 
preffed her defire to be crowned before the king took the field ; and Henry, 
though he regarded with difguft all pageantry and oftentaton, had confented to 
gratify her wiflies. The ceremony was performed on Thurfday the thirteenth • 
of. May with the utmoft magnificence ; the next Sunday was fixed for the pub- 
lic entry of the queen, and on the Wednefday following Henry had determined 
to quit Paris, and to put himfelf at the head of his army. 

: But the final period of his life and greatnefs now rapidly approached ; and 

while he meditated enterprifes the moft fplendid and important, his own death was 

planned and executed by Francis Ravaillac, a native of Angouleme. -From that 

province the unhappy wretch had dire&ed his footfteps to the capital ; -and after 

endeavouring to obtain a miferable fubfiftence as an obfcure retainer to the law, 

he had attempted to procure admiflion among the order of Feuillants ; but thefe 

rejefted him as a wild and frantic vifionary ; and his diftrds had already reduced 

him to feek fupport by imploring alms, when he conceived the dark and defperate 

defign of mingling the miferies of a nation with his own, by arming his hand' 

againft the fovereign of France. ^ - 

Though the king had acquiefced in a xreremony which he conftantly difapprov- 

ed, and though he had endeavoured by the appearance of fatisfattion to diffufe f 
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through the court that joy which he felt not, his expreffions but too clearly an- 
nounced his gloomy prefages of his impending deftiny. From his confidential mi- 
nifters and domeftics he concealed not the load that preffed upon his heart ; and 
" you will foon know how kind a mafter you have loft/' was the incefiant and 
mournful exclamation. The morning that fucceeded the coronation of the 
queen had been deflined for a vifit to the arfenal ; but the indifpofition of the duke 
of Sully induced the king to poftpone his intention ; he had already palled a 
fleeplefs night, and with the return of light his apprehenfions and inquietude 
feemed every moment to encreafe. He attended mafs, and prayed with unufual 
fervour ; the pleafures of the table diflipated not his chagrin ; and after a vain ef- 
fort to compofe himfelf to reft, he ordered his coach, and, accompanied by the 
duke of Epernon and Montbazon, the marefchals Lavardin and Roquelaure, the 
marquifles de la Force and Mirabeau, and du Pleffis Laincourt, his mafter of 
horfe, determined to proceed to the arfenal ; Vitry, the captain of his guards, 
was by his order difpatched to the palace to haft en the preparations for the queen's 
entry ; and the carriage was only attended by a fmall number of gentlemen on 
horfeback, and a few of the royal footmen. The curtains on every fide were 
drawn up that the king might witnefs the zeal of his fubje&s in the various orna* 
ments they had prepared. In a narrow ftreet the coach was flopped by the acci- 
dental meeting of two carts ; the majority of the attendants inftantly took a nearer 
way, and two only were left ; one went before to clear the paffage, the other ftaid 
behind to tie up his garter. At this inftant, as the king turned to read a letter to the 
duke of Epernon, he received a ftroke from a knife ; he had fcarce time to ex- 
claim, " I am wounded," before a fecond more violent, and more fatally dire&edy 

pierced his heart, and breathing only a deep figh, he funk back in the coach a 
lifelefs corpfe. 

Thus perifhed, in the fifty-eighth year of his age, and the twenty-firft of his^ 
reign, Henry the Fourth, whofe virtues and talents have juftly entitled him to- 
the honourable diftinttion of Great. His acceffion prefented to our view a king- . 
dom difunited, and a nobility haughty and difcontented, a commonalty clamo- 
rous and opprelTed. The broken provinces of the ftate were cemented by his 
policy, the nobles were humbled by his valour, the commons were conciliated by 
his addrefs, and relieved by his humanity. He firft introduced order into the: 
finances, and difcipline into the armies of France; new manufactories were' 
eftablifhed at his command, and new colonies planted; and while he reftored/ 
peace and plenty at home, he rendered his kingdom great and formidable abroad.. 
The power of Spain was. checked by his courage and conduct ; . and at the mo- 
ment of his death he meditated defigns againft the houfe of Auftria, which had 
they been fuccefsfully executed, would have, finnally precluded her from ever r • 
difturbing again the tranquillity of Europe. In private life he was a kind and 
generous mafter ; a warm and tender lover, a polite and obliging hufband ; but . 

the fincerity of the hiftorian. will not allow him to conceal, thofe .faults which Iw^. 
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cannot but regret ; the paffion of Henry for the fair, too often induced him to 
forget the prudence and dignity of the monarch : his ardent and guilty affe&ion 
for the princefs of Conde in the decline of life, caft a cloud over his meridian 
glory ; and the warmth with which he purfued, and the indifcretion with which 
he countenanced the fatal rage of gaming, has been the fubjeft of fevere and- 
general cenfure. 

Though the confufion of the nobles who accompanied Henry allowed them 
not to ward the fatal blow, yet the moment their prefence of mind returned, it ' 
was difplayed in feizing the affaffin, who ftill fupported himfelf on the wheel of 
the coach, with the bloody inflrument yet reeking in his hand, as if glorying 
in the atrocious deed. The prudence of the duke ofEpernon preferved him from 
the immediate fury of the royal attendants, to perifn by the mod exquifite tor- 
ments ; while the fame caution enabled him to quiet the tumultuous apprehen- 
fions of the populace, by declaring that the king yet lived, and that they were 
carrying him to the Louvre to have his wounds dreffed. The crowd inftantly 
gave way, the body conveyed to the palace, was laid upon a bed, and was foon 
deferted by the ungrateful many who had balked in his favour, but who haftened 
to proftrate themfelves before the rifing fun,, and loft: the recolle&iou of former: 
benefits in their eagernefs to folicit new. 
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WITH the life, of Henry the Fourth were extinguifhed the great defigns that • 
Re had meditated againft the houfe of Auftria ; and France beheld, with grief 
and terror, the fceptre pafs from his vigorous grafp to the feeble hand of an 
infant.* Of his three fons by Mary of Medicis, the eldeft, who nowfucceeded to 
the throne as Lewis the Thirteenth; was only in the ninth year of his age j and 
the two younger, though their birth might ferve to ftrengthen the fucceflion, 
could only be known by : their different titles of dukes of Orleans and Anjou ; 
but the queen, amidft the difmay of the court, wafted not the important moments 
in unavailing forrow ; and the affliction, if any, that ihe felt on the lofs/of Henry, 
was fwallowed up by the more interefling care of obtaining the regency. Her 
ambition was gratified by the ready acquiefcence of the parliament 5 and in her: 

pierfon were united the a dminift ration of the kingdom, and the guardianfhip, 
of. her. fon. . 
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The fiffl: moments had been employed in the acquifition of power, the next 
* were devoted to revenge. The wretched Ravaillac, whofe guilty hand had preci- 
pitated the untimely death of Henry, was drawn from his cell, to perifh by the 
;moft exquifite torments. His bones were broken by the arm of the executioner; 
.his flefli w£re torn by hot pincers ; fcalding lead and oil were poured upon his 
wounds ; and his mangled body, ftill fenfible, was delivered to be difmembered 
;by four horfes ; the ffcubborn frame refilled their utmoft efforts ; the indignant 
multitude, whofe thirft of vengeance could no longer be reftrained, rufhed through 
• the guards — in an inftant they put an end to his mifery, by tearing him in pieces ; 
.and with barbarous joy they dragged his limbs in frantic triumph through the 
•ftreets. Amidft every mark of ingenious cruelty infli&ed by public juftice, or pri- 
vate hatred, he ftill maintained, with conftancy, the declaration, " that impreffed 
u with the idea that the armaments of Henry were deftined againft the Catholic 

church, and the fucceffor of St. Peter, he alone had planned, he alone was 



privy to the deed, to the juft horror of which he was now awakened — and 
" which he hoped in a future world, the torments he had fuffered here, would in 
^ fome meafure expiate." 

On the firft intelligence of the deaths of Henry, the prince of Condc quitted 

his retreat in the territories of Spain, and haftened to urge his pretentions to the 
regency as firft prince of the blood. A fplendid palace, a confiderable fum of 
money, and a penfion adequate to his dignity, were temptations that his neceflities 
allowed him not to refift j while the difcontent of the count of SoifTons was ap- 
pfeafed by the important government of Normandy. The former minifters of the 
crown, who had ferved with fidelity, and who were recommended by their expe- 
rience, were received with coldnefs, and liftened to with evident difapprobation j 
the queen abandoned herfelf, without referve, to her fond partiality for her Italian 
.adherents ; Conchini, a native of that country, and of obfcure extra&ion, had 
increafed his influence by a marriage with Leonora Galigni, the favourite of the 
regent, and their united counfels ruled France and their miftrefs with abfolute fway* 
The marefchal de la Chatre, with a detachment of twelve thoufand men, had ef- 
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latine of Newburgh ; but the court, as if fatigued with this inftance of vigour, 
again funk into fupinenefs ; and the duke of Savoy, betrayed and deferred, was 
liappy to efcape the chaftifement of Spain, by the molt degrading and humiliating 
conceflions. 

A. D. 1611.] The duke of Sully, auftere and inflexible, and who confiding 
in his integrity, difdained the arts of courts, found that fincerity, which had been 
efteemed by Henry, no longer acceptable ; he indignantly retired to the eftates 
which he had purchafed through the . bounty of the late king, and refigned his 
offices of governor of the Baftile, and fuperintendant of the finances •, but the 
2-efornied, who ftill confided in him, notwithstanding the intrigues of the duke of 
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Bouillon,' exhorted him to retain his government of Poitou, and his port of maftef 
of the ordnance. Each day revealed the afceridancy of Conchini, who endea- 
voured to remove from the eyes of the people the unpopular circumftance of foreign 
birth, by afluming the title of marquis of Ancre. The death of the duke of Or- 
leans, whofe title devolved on his younger brother the duke' of Anjou, did not in- 
terrupt the negociations which the queen and her minifters eagerly purfued with 
the tfourt of Spain. Inftead of attempting to reprefs the dangerous ambition of 
the houfe of Auftria, the regent, to eftablifti her authority, determined clofely to 
connett herfelf with that family ; and while the young king was contra&ed to the 
Infanta, the hand of his filter, the princefs Elizabeth, was engaged to the prince of 
Afturias. 

* 

A. D. 1 612.] While the princes of the blood concealed not their difguft at 
the influence of the marquis of Ancre, the reformed, in the union with the court 
of Spain, dreaded the revival of former perfecutions. The duke of Rohan, fon- 
in-law to the duke of Sully, feized the ftrong town of St. Jean d'Angeli, the go- 
vernment of which had been promifed to him by the deceafed king; in excufefor 
the enterprife he alledged, that the court, at the reprefentations of the duke of 
Bouillon, had removed the mayor, who was attached to his intereft, and appointed 
another, wholly at their own devotion ; the queen, to quench the embers of re- 
volt, confented to reftore the former officer — and the death of the count of Soif- 
fpns, which happened foon after, left the prince of Conde without a guide, who 
again reconciled himfelf to the marquis of Ancre. 

• The duke of Bouillon had been difpatched to England to remove the jealoufies 
which James might entertain at the late union between France and Spain, and to 
propofe a marriage with the princefs Chriftina, thefecond daughter of Henry, and 
the eldeft fon of the king of England but the prince of .Wales unfortunately 
expired in the dawn of manhood, when his talents and virtues had awakened the 
'expectations of his country ; and the duke of Bouillon availed hhnfelf of the 
opportunity -to negociate the miptuals of his own nephew, the ele&or Palatine, 
with the princefs Elizabeth, daughter to James ; a marriage, which probably 
prompted the elector to his enterprife againft the kingdom of Bohemia^ and which' 
after plunging his pofterity in a long feries of abje£t diftrefs, by the union of the 
princefs Sophia with the houfe of Hanover, finally transferred the fceptre of En- 
gland to that family. . 

A. D. 161 3.] The death of Francis, duket>f Mantua and maTqiris ofMcnt- 
ferrat, without male offspring, rekindled the ambition of the d-ukeof Savoy* He 
difputed inarms, the fucceffion of the cardinal of Mantua, the brother of the de- 
ceafed prince, to the marquifate. "His liberality attached to his caufe a cdnfiderable 
number of the nobility, and his forces, like a torrent, delaged the coritefted 
country, and fwept before him all oppolition to the very gates of Montferrat. 
That city confented to receive the vi&or ; and Cafal alone, encouraged by the 
prefence of the duke of Nevers, held out for the cardinal. At the fupphcatmg 
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voice of - her.kinfman #nd ally, the queen of France prepared td 'chaflife the teme- r 
rity of the invader. Spain and the Venetians,: embraced, .with rival ardour^ the > 

fupport of the cardinal ; the duke of Savoy, in his turn, was averwhelmed by the*' 
numbers and refources of fo formidable a confederacy j he was reduced to. aban- 
don his conquefts with the fame rapidity he had acquired; them ; and efteemed 
himfelf happy in obtaining a peace, by acknowledging the pretenfions of the car- 
dinal to the territories of .his deceafed brother. 

A. D. 1614, 1615."] Whatever might be the fuccefs of France abroad, at : 
home, her annals for four fucceffive years, prefent a dreary profpeft of uninte- 

reding anarchy and barren difcord. The princes of the blood, infatiate of power., . 
and the nobles turbulent and difcontented, repeatedly ere&ed the ftandard of revolt 
againft the regal authority; as frequently, with contemptible levity, they courted 
the returning friend (hip of a court, whofe timed counfels were content to footh 
without presuming to reprefs their capricious arrogance. It was amidfb thefe incef- 
fant alarms and defultory hoftilities, that the king, who had been - declared of age* 
concluded the double marriage with Spain, and received at Bourdeaux the hand 
of Anne the Infanta. . 

A. D. 1 615, 161 6. From the celebration of that ceremony, Lewis purfuedhis 
march, at the head of afmall, but well-difciplined army, to reduce the prince of : 
Conde, and to imprefs his fubjefts with favourable fentiments of his courage and/ 
a&ivity. The approach. of the winter fufpended the operations of the contending 
parties, who, while they rejected all terms of accommodation, feeiried ftudious ; 
in every enterprife, to avoid the effufion of blood ; with the return of fpxing, the 
royal forces again affembled,. and were- again animated by the prefence of their * 
fovereign ; but when his fubje&s daily expe&ed theefFefts of that military ardour 
v/hich had thus early tranfported him to a camp, they were furprifed by the in- 
telligence that he had fubfcribed a peace, and had fubmitted to the demands o£ 
thofe princes, whom he had fo lately declared traitors to his throne. 

The fatal councils of the marquis of Ancre had influenced a meafure fo degrad- 
ing to the royal authority ; the alternate perfecutor and prote&or of the princes 
of. the blood, he dreaded a war, which, if fuccefsful, could add but little co hia p 
power, and if unfuccefsful, mufl be attended with his ruin. In the field, he well:: 
knew the king would be expofed to the ready accefs and fuggeftions. of the nobi- 
lity, jealous of the fuperior fortunes of a favourite, whom they hated and defpif- ; 
ed ; the partiality of the queen had inverted him with the dignity of marefchal 
but this new rank had only incrcafed the envy of his competitors, and the detef- 
ration of the public. • He languilhed to return to Paris, that by the afcendancy of i 
his wife,, over the mind of Mary, he might feture himfelf from the. hoftile prac- 
tices of his enemies. - * : 
. His return to court exceeded his* moJfc fanguine expe6tations.- The queen,., 
though no longer legally 'inverted with the authority of regent, flit! appeared to 
maintain her influence over her feeble fon, and was herfelf devoted to the will "of. 
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the marefchal arid his ' confort. With lavifli hand he diffipated thofe treafures 
which had been amaffed by the ambition of Henry, and the unwearied frugality; 
of ; Sully ;. : new titles were invented, and new ports were created to gratify the. 
pride, or thg avarice of hfs dependants ; the ancient fervants of the crown were- 
difmifled, and their places were fupplied by the creatures of his plerfure. At. 
length, inflated with profperity, and no longer able to endure a rival, even in the 
firft prince of the blood, he prevailed on the queen to arreft the prince, of Conde, , 
who had prefumed.to menace him with his indignation. 

The imprifonment of that prince in the Baftile, awakened from their dream of : 
fecurity the dukes of Vendofme, Mayenne, Nevers, and Rohan, with a fplendid- 
train, of nobility, who haftily retired from court, and prepared. by arms to deliver* 
themfelves from the oppreffiou of the favourite ; the public difcontent was increaf- 
ed by the difmiifal of Villeroy, grown grey in the fervice of Henry the Fourth,. „ 
from the office pf fecretary of ftate, and by the promotion of the bifhop of Lu- 
con, fmce known as the celebrated cardinal Richlieu. The vigour that the court- 
dilplayed was moft probably the effett of the new minifter's counfels ; three ar- 
mies, levied with diligence, immediately appeared in the field to fupport the royal 
authority; the firft in Champagne, commanded by the duke of Guife, reduced: 
Chateau,; Pbrcien, and Rethel ; the fecondj, which atted in the Nivernois, and 
was conduced by the marefchal Montigny, defeated and took prifoner the fecond: 

foil: of the duke of Nevers ; the third was entrufted to the count d'Auvergn'e, 
whomthe queen had drawn from the long confinement* to which he had been Sen- 
tenced- by Henry, and now placed at the head of the royal forces in the Hie of 
France. Age and misfortune had not extinguifhed the youthful vigour of that 
reftlefs noble. He furprifed and difperfed the Scattered bodies of the confederates, 
and inverted in Soiffons the duke of Maynne, fon to the renowned chief of the; 
league. The walls of that place could not long have refilled his ardour ; and he 
had already prepared to give the fignal for a general affault, when the duke of 
Mayenne was prelerved from the deftru&ion that impended. over him, by an event; 

as unexpected as it was decifive.. 

While the^ marefchal of Ancre, elated' at the profpeft before him, gave loofe: 
to a temper naturally raftt and vindi&ive, his capricious jealoufies and unbridled: 
arrogance precipitated on his own head the ruin that he meditated againft his ene- 
mies. Ha had placed about the perfon of the young king a gentleman of the name 
of Luines, who infinuated himfelf into the favour 

his unwearied alliduities, and the ardour with which he planned and partook of his 
childHh ainufements ; but while the thoughts and hours of this new favourite- 
feemed occupied by fports and pleafures the moft frivolbus, he in private nourilhed\ 
an ambition above. his rank' and ftation. The marefchal had repulfed, with con-- 
tempt, his oifer of alliance by uniting his brother to the niece of Ancre ; and: 
Luines, not infenfible of: the fufpicious difpofition of the Florentine, determined: 

to provide for his own fafety, by. the deftruftion of a man whom from that moment, 
he fecretly confidered as his implacable enemy.. 
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In the unguarded hours of familiarity, he imprefTed Lewis with a lively dread : 
♦of the dangerous defigns of the afpiring Italian j he reprefented to him that his 
father, Henry the Fourth, had ever regarded, with peculiar aver fion, the in- 
fluence of the merefchal, and Leonora, over the mind of the queen. That he 
had only been prevented by the tears of his confort, from compelling them to 
•repafs the Alps ; that the evils which he had forefeen from their afcendancy 
over that princefs, were now realifed : the firft prince of the blood was imprifon- 
ed ; the principal nobility were baniftied from court ; and the kingdom was 
plunged into the calamities of civil war, to fatiate the revenge, or footh the 
arrogance of a fupercilious foreigner. That while this infolent minion difpofed 
at pleafure of every employment of truft and importance, the fovereign himfelf 
Tvas little better than a captive to the queen and the marefchal ; and the avowed 
preference and attachment of the former to his younger brother the duke of 

Orleans, ought to infpire him with fentiments of prudent diftruft. 

A. D. 1617.3 The tender years of Lewis were already diftinguifhed by that 
jealoufyof the royal authority which afterwards became the prominent feature 
of his charatter. He liftened attentively to the repeated fuggeftions of Luines, 
and at length imparted his refolution to atchieve his own deliverance, and to 
extinguifli the torch of civil commotion by the death of the marefchal. With 
the concurrence of Lewis, Luines exacted an oath from Vitri* the ^captain of 
the guard, to execute whatever the king fhould command. He then difclofed 
to him the royal orders to arreft the marefchal D'Ancre, and Vitri having afToci- 

ated in the enterprife his brother Hillier, his brother-in-law Perfan, and a few . 
more friends, on whofe courage and fidelity he could rely, prepared to execute 

the will of his fovereign* 

While the confpirators were engaged in concerting their meafures, the queen 
was confidentially admonifhed to difmifs her Italian favourites, whofe infolence 
muft involve in their ruin her own influence ; and Leonora was exhorted to 
confult her fafety by a prudent and timely retreat ; the natural timidity of her 
fex inclined her to embrace the counfel that was offered ; but the marefchal in- 
dignantly rejected the alternative, and - declared that he would never defert that 
fortune which hitherto had conftantly accompanied him. On the morning fixed - 
for his deftru&ion, he had entered the Louvre, furrounded by forty gentlemen 
who derived their fupport from his liberality; he was earneftly engaged in reading 
a letter, when the captain of the guard and his friends appeared ; the retinue of 
Ancre, imagining they preceded their royal matter, gave way ; and Vitri, advan- 
cing to the marefchal, arretted him in the name of the king. In a moment of 
aftonifliment and indignation he laid his hand on his • f word ; this mark of re- 
finance was the fignal of his deftruftion. The command of Vitri to kill hint was 
inftantly obeyed ; and three piftols, discharged with unerring aim, extended tjie 

marefchal lifelefs on the ground. 
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The prefence of the king at a window which overlooked the "bloody Tcene, re- 
preffed the ineiFe&ual zeal of Ancre's adherents ; his fan, the marquis de Pene, 
and his wife, the unfortunate Leonora, were imrricdiat ly fecured* A judicial 
procefs was commenced againft the latter ; her eftates were confifcated, and file 
was condemned to expiate with her life, a crime that exifred only in the malice, 
or ignorance of her perfecutors- She was charged, and pronounced guilty of 
having fafcinated the affetlion of the queen by magical arts ; but the conftancy 
with which in her laft moments (he endured the fevered tortures, commanded the 
admiration, though it difarmed not the rage of her relent lefs enemies. 

The deftru&ion of her favourites was attended by the difgrace of the queen- 
mother hcrfelf; that princefs, diverted of her guards, and the enfigns of royalty, 
was permitted to rerire to Blois. The power which, had been occupied by Ancre 
was transfered to Luines ; the dignity of marefchal was conferred on Vitri ; his 
brother Hi 1 Her was railed to the vacant poll of captain of the guards ; and the 
bifhop of Luc on was compelled to refignthe feals of fecretaryof ftate ; which 
he had fo lately received. 

While the duke of Mayenne, hopelefs and deferted, anticipated in his terrors 
the punifliment of unfuccefsful rebellion, he was agreeably furprifed by the in- 
telligence that the marefchal d' Ancre was no more, and that the king had been 
pleafed to approve his conduct, as originating in zeal for the public welfare. The 
gates of Soiffons were thrown open to the royal forces, and the count d'Au- 
vergne entered as a friend, that city which he had fo lately affli&edwith all the 
calamities of war- The dukes of Vendofme, Nevers, and Rohan, alfo haftened 
to court to throw themfelves at the feet of a fovereign whofe juftice had ex- 
tinguiftied the object of their enmity ; and while they loaded with reproaches 
the memory of the former, they laboured 'to acquire, by their affiduities, the 
friendfhip of the prefent favourite ; the birth of Luines Tendered him deftrous of 
ennobling his obfcure extraction by an illuftrious alliance ; the fitter of the duke 
ef Vendofme, and the natural daughter e>f Henry the Fourth, firft prefented her- 
felf to his afpiring hopes ; but he dreaded the revival of that envy, which had 
proved fo fatal to. the marefchal *d* Ancre; and contented himfelf with fdliciting 

the hand of the daughter of the duke of Montbazon ; who with pleafure con- 
fented to receive as his fon-in4aw the favourite of the king. 

While the deftru&ive flame of civil commotion preyed upoii the vitals of 
France, the duke of Savoy was expofed to the formidable arms and reftlefs 
ambition of Spain. The marefchal duke de -Lefdeguieres flew toi:he fuccour of 
that prince, whom 'formerly he had encountered with equal ardour. The com- 
mands of the queen-mother coiild not reftrain him from an enterprife in which 
the glory and intereft *>f his country were deeply concerned. The late 'revolu- 
tion fufpended his operations for a moment, but on the deftruftion of the maref- 
chal d' Ancre he refumed them with -the fan&ion of the royal authority. In 

fucceflive engagements the troops of Spain wer^defeated by a veteran who joined 
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the fire of youth to the experience of age ; and at that inftant he prepared to 
carry his victorious arms into Milan, and render Italy once more the theatre of 
war, his triumphant career was flopped by the intelligence of a peace, which 
Spain, baffled and humbled, had condefcended to propofe, and which the ex- 
haufled coffers of the duke of Savoy had induced him to accept. 

A. D. 1618.] The favourite, who had obtained from the partiality of his 
fovereign the title of duke of Luines, endeavoured, by every method that policy 
could fuggeft, firmly to eftablifh his dominion over the mind of his royal patron ; 
at the fame time he afliduoufly courted the general opinion ; to ingratiate him- 
felf with the people, he aflembled the ftates of Rouen, and abolifhed the moll 
burdenfome imports ; to conciliate the' princes of the blood, he appeared zealous 
in his folicitations to procure the freedom of the prince of Conde , and by a 
dextrous application to the interefts of individuals, he converted the reproachful 
clamours of his moft formidable opponents into profeflions of efteem. The duke 
of Mayenne was gratified with the government of Guienne, wrefted from the 
prince of Conde ; the marefchal Ornano was appointed to that of Normandy ; 
and the duke of Luines referved to himfelf the ifle of France, the fituation of 
which allowed him to exercife the duties of a governor, without negletting the 
arts of a courtier- 

Yet amidfl: every precaution that prudence could didtate, amidfl: the fplendour 
of a fortune that was envied by millions, the reftlefs hours of the favourite were 
eonftantly haunted by the dread of the returning influence of the queen-mother. 
Exiled and encompaffed at Blois by hollow friends and open enemies, that prin- 
cefs was ftill formidable. She entered into a correfpondence with the duke 
d'Epernon, who had quitted the court in difguft, and maintained in the city of 
Metz a fullen independence. He readily liftened, to the advances of the queen- 
mother, whofe partiality he had formerly experienced* and whole deliverance he 
engaged toatchieve. At the head of an hundred horfe, whofe fidelity he could 
depend on, he fuddenly quitted Metz, and rapidly advanced to Blois ; Mary, in- 
formed of his approach, eluded by a ladder of ropes the vigilance of her guards j: 

and defcending from a window, efcaped to the prote&ion of Epernon, who con- 
veyed her fafely into Angoulefme, at the critical moment that the court had deter- 
mined to commit her a clofe prifoner to the cattle of Amboife. 

A. D. 1619.] On the firft intelligence of the flight of the queen, the king 
and his favourite abandoned themfelves to menaces the moft harfh and violent. An 
hundred thoufand men were deftined to chaflife the temerity of the duke d'Eper- 
non, and the royal forces were commanded to aflemble on every, fide to recover: 
the fugitive princefs, and to overwhelm her prefumptuous protestor ; but with the. 
return of reafon Lewis was awakened to the infamy of arming, againft his mo- 
ther ; and the duke of Luines was fenfibie that the public voice would attribute . 
to his councils a war unnatural and odious. On the other hand, the duke d'Eper- 
apn beheld himfelf difappointed in the fupine indifference.of, the. nobles, from -. 
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which no exhortations either of his own or his royal ally could arcufe them; he 
was fenfible that alone and unfupported, he mud foon fink in the unequal con- 
flict ; yet though both parties fincerely wilhed for peace, the negociations were 
flow and indecifive. To quicken thefe, the duke of Luines recalled the bifliop of 
Lucon, whom he had banifhed from the fide of the queen-mother, to Avignon. . 
That prelate, whofe commanding genius was already difcerned amidft -the clouds . 
of fa&ion, was peculiarly acceptable to Mary ; though the duke d'Epernon at firft 
regarded him with jealoufy, theaddrefs and infmuating manners of Richiieu, foon ; 
diflipated his fufpicions, and enfured his confidence. His influence again efta- • 
blifhed that tranquillity which was fo earneftly defired. The queen-mother by the • 
treaty of Angoulefme was reftored to liberty, and indulged in the privilege of chan- 
ging the feat of her refidence at pleafure ; in lieu of the government of Norman- 
dy, Ihe received that of Anjou, with the caltles of Angers, Pont de Ce, and- 
Chinon. Her adherents were reinftated in their pofts and appointments ; but on, 
this occafion Richlieu himfelf difplayed the features of honourable difinterefted- 
nefs, and amidft the various articles that he ftipulated, feems alone to have ne- - 
glefted his private advantage. 

A. D. 16 1 9, 1620.3 That difcord which interrupted the repofe of France, , 
was diffufed more widely, and with more bloody rage through the feveral princi- 
palities of Germany. The oppofition to the houfe of Auftriawas inflamed by re- 
Hgious enthufiafm ; the dates of Bohemia having taken arms againft the emperor 
Mathias, continued their revolt againft his fucceflbr Ferdinand the Second, and : 
claimed the obfervance of all the edi&s enacted in favour of the new religion, % 
along with the reftoration of their ancient laws and conftitution. The furrounding* ; 
principalities, Silefia, Moravia, Lufatia, Auftria, and the kingdom of Hungary, 
took part in the quarrel j and each in their turn experienced the horrors and ca- • 
lamiries of a civil war. 

Ferdinand, bold and haughty, difdained to conciliate by lenient meafures thofe * 
difaffe&ed fpirits he afpired to chaftife by arms. . With the affiftance of his own : 
fubjefts, who profefled the ancient religion, and the alliance of the neighbouring 
Catholic princes, he beheld his armies fwelled by the acceflion of the Proteftant 

ele&or of Saxony, by the rapid cavalry of Poland, and the firm and veteran infan- . 
try of Spain. To refill To formidable a confederacy, the ftates of Bohemia deter- 
mined alfo to implore the protection of foreign powers, and they caft their eyes on 
Frederic, elector palatine ; who as fon-in-law to the king of England, and nephew 
to prince Maurice, whofe authority was become almoft abfolutein the United Pro- 
vinces, might from his own ample dominions, and the greatnefs of his connections, 
be able to defend the Proteftant caufe and the liberties of Bohemia from the hollile : 
enterprifes of the houfe of Auftria/. . 

4 The ele&or palatine, ftimulated by the fire and ambition of youth, accepted the : 
crown which the diftrefs of the ftates had proffered, and marched into Bohemia * 

to the fupport of his new. fubje&s. But his rafh ..refolution. was difapproved by: 
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James and Maurice ; and the former reftraining the ardour of his people in the 
caufe of Frederic, and impreffed with an exalted idea of the rights of kings, 
refufed to countenance the revolted fubje&s of the houfe of Auftria. Theele&or, 
defeated in the great and decifive battle of Prague, fled with his family into Hol- 
land ; and Spinola entering the palatinate, notwithftanding the efforts of fome 
(Proteftant princes of Germany, and it-gallant band of Englifli volunteers, com- 
manded by the brave fir Horace Vere, in a fhort time made himfelf mafter of the 
.greatefl part of that principality* 

In France the power and favour of the duke of Luines feemed daily to increafe ; 
-yet the queen-mother, though all her demands had been gratified by the late treaty, 
ftill refufed to appear at court, and nourifhed in difcontented fecurity, at the caftle 
of Angers, the feeds of revolt. To fortify himfelf againft her influence, Luines 
had reftored the liberty, and laboured to engage the gratitude of the prince of 
Conde. But the dread that union might have infpired was balanced by the jealou- 
sies of the reformed, by the murmurs of the people at new impofts, and by the 
envy of the nobility, who could ill brook the fond partiality of the king, and the 
infulting grandeur of his favourite. The duke of Mayenne retired to his govern- 
ment of Guienne \ the count of Soiffons, the dukes of Vendofme, Nevers, Rohan, 
and Retz, haftened to Angers, and offered their fervices to the queen- mother j 
the duke d'Epernon once more declared in her favour j and Mary of Medicis, affu- 
ming the tone of independence, proclaimed her refolution never to confent to any 
future treaty, unlefs guaranteed by the parliament of France, or fome foreign 
power. 

But on this occafion the king, tenacious of his dignity, a&ed with vigour and 
firmnefs. While his difcontented fubjefts gave vent to their indignation in ineffec- 
tual invedtives, with what force he could haftily afiemble, he entered the province 
of Normandy, confirmed by his prefence the doubtful allegiance of Rouen, re- 
duced Caen, and compelled the duke of Longueville, who had efpoufed the caufe 

of the queen, to feek {belter in Dieppe. "While his fuccefs infpired with hope and 

confidence his own adherents, Mary, aftonifhed at an alacrity fo little expe&ed, 

felt, with the approach of danger, the natural timidity of her fex return ; rejecting 

the bold and decifive counfels of the duke of Rohan, to retire to Bourdeaux, and 

rely on the affeftion of that parliament, zealoufly attached to her intereft, fhe was 
perfuaded by the bifhop of Lucon to depend on the effe&s of negociation ; a new 

treaty was fubfcribed which confirmed the former ; and a general pardon was granted 
to thofe who fhould deferve the clemency of their fovereign by immediate fubmif- 
fion. On the day after the conditions were figned, the king, diffembling his 
knowledge of the event, attacked and carried Pont de Ce, a fortrefs which he had 
formerly yielded to the demands of the queen, and which was now betrayed by 
the artifices of the bifhop of Lucon, and the cowardice of the duke of Retz. 

If in the treaty of Angoulefme, the difintereftednefs of Richlieu commanded 
the admiration of his enemies j in the .prefent, the fmcerity. of his counfels and 
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the integrity of his conduttwere uniyerfally fufpe&ed and. loudly impeached. A 
fecret article of the treaty too clearly revealed his ambitious motives. While the 
duke of Luines. ftipula ted to obtain the dignity of cardinal for the afpiring prelate, 
the bifliop of Lucon confented to beftow the hand of his niece, with an immenfe 
portion, on the nephew of the favourite j and Mary of Medicis difcerned too late 
that ftie had fallen avi&irn to the fpecious arts and worldly views of. the fubtle- 
churchman. , 

For a feries of fifty years, the province of Beam, the patrimony of Henry the 
Fourth, had maintained the religion of the reformed, pure and inviolate. The fug.-' 
geftions of the favourite, impatient of. diftinguifhing himfelf by his .zeal for the 
ancient worfhip, prevailed on the king to enter that country with his forces,, and 
fe-eftablifh the Catholic church ; furprifed and unprepared for refiftance, the Bear- 
nois bent before the ftorm they were incapable of refitting ; mafs was celebrated 
in the prefence of Lewis; and after . fuppreffing the privileges, and uniting the 
principality of Beam to the crown, the monarch returned in triumph to his capi- 
tal to meditate new enterprifes, and to extend the limits of the royal authority. 

A. D. 1 62 i.J The inhabitants of Rochelle, enthufiaftic in the caufe of reli- 
gion, animated by the recolieSion of former exploits, and confiding in theedift of 
Nantz, ftill publicly convened their alfemblies, and braved the orders of their fo- 
vereign ; who prohibited their meetings as feditious, and proclaimed them rebels 
to the crown. But the duke of Luines, fenfible of the danger of encountering 
the united force of the reformed, determined to detach from their inter eft the 
marefchal duke de Lefdeguires ; to gratify .the ambition of that powerful chieftain, 
who ruled Dauphine with almoft independent authority, the poll of marefchal-ge-. 
neraFof the camps was ihftituted; but the favourite at the fame moment feized for 
himfelf thefword of conftable, which for feven fucceflive years, fince the death of 
the duke of Montmorency, had been denied to the folicitations of rank and ability. 
• The intrigues and preparations of the court could not be concealed from the vigi- 
lant eye of the Hiigonots. The duke of Rohan, fon-in-law to the duke of Sully, 
with his brother the duke of Soubife, exhorted them to defend their religious prin- 
ciples at the hazard of their lives. But du Pleffis Mornai, who,, in the reign of 
Henry the Fourth/ had diftingiiiflied himfelf by his ardour in the caufe of;Calva- 
riifm, how avowed his reluftance to oppofe the authority of his fovereign, and fur- 
rendered the important caftle of Saumur, which commanded the pafiage of the - 

Loire. His example was followed by the duke of Tremouille, and ^the duke of 

Bouillon, refpe&able from his experience, and from his principality of Sedan." 
The king himfelf, accoriipanied by the new conftable, the prince of Conde, and the* 
marefchal duke de Lefdeguieres, inverted St. Jean d'Angeli ; for thirty-five /days" . 
the duke of Soubife repulfed with perfevering, valour the inceffaiit attacks, of the. 
royal forces ; their fuperior numbers at length compelled him to furrender ; and' 
fome praife is due to the magnanimity of Lewis, who refpe&ed the gallantry of thW 
garrifon,\and permitted them to depart 'without moleftation. 9 u 
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From the redu&ion of St. Jean d'Angeli, the royal army moved forwards tow* 
ards Montauban ; but the care of the Proteftants had provided that place with a 
numerous garrifon, commanded by the marquis de la Force ; and the pride and 
power of the monarch were fuccefsfully oppofed by the Ikill of that officer, and 
the constancy of his brave companions. . Their fallies from the town were equally 
bold and prudent ; and in repelling the affaults of the befiegers, they difplayed an 
• invincible courage ; for three months Lewis and his general preflfed their attacks 
with incredible obftinacy ; but the lofs of the duke of Mayenne* with his braveffc 
officers and the flower of his army, obliged the king to abandon thehopelefs en- 
terprife, and to lead back his haraffed forces to Paris. 

With the liege of Montauban the reputation of the duke of Luines expired ; and 

it is probable that a timely death preferved him from experiencing on what a fandy 

foundation he had ere&ed the edifice of greatnefs. From the moment that he had 
extorted the fword of conftable, Lewis, profufe to his favourites, but jealous of a 
mailer, had viewed him with eyes of diftruft ; and the duke himfelf, alarmed at the 
fymptoms of impending difgrace, funk under the preffure of his fears ; and clofed 
a life, remarkable only for the fplendid and unmerited fortune that had attended it. 

A. D. 1622.3 In Spain, Philip the Third, unnoticed and unlamented, had 
funk into the grave ; while Lewis, indifferent to the difpofitiori of foreign-pow- 
ers, refumed his deligns againlt his own fubjefts with redoubled ardour ; he had 
bellowed the fword of conftable on the duke of Lefdeguieres, who had abjured 
the Protellant religion, and entered the pale of the Catholic church. At the 
head of his councils he placed the cardinal de Retz, and the count of Schom- 
berg; and in confcquence of their advice, he marched into the province of Poi- 
tou, with a fmall but well-difciplined army, to chaftife the duke of Soubife, who,, 
after the redu&ion of St. Jean d'Angeli, had collected a band of defperate and 
indigent aflbciates, and ravaged the defencelefs country. On the approach of the: * 
royal forces, he retired into the ifland of Rhe, feperated from the continent by a . 
fmall arm of the fea, which was fordable at low water. The difficulty of the 
enterprife could not reltrain the indignant courage of Lewis ; impatient of refin- 
ance, he crolfed the fea under cover of the night, and llormed the intrenchments , 
of his rebellious fubjefls; the duke of Soubife, with a few companions of his 
fortunes, efcaped the vengeance of his fovereign, by committing himfelf. to the- 
waves, and fwimming to the continent. 

Negrepeliffe was llormed by the prince of Conde, and the . lives of the inhabitants , 
of every, age and fex were involved in one promifcuous carnage j but this inftafice : 
of : rigid fe verity impreffed not with terror the enthuliaftic courage of the Protef- 
tants. The walls of Montpellier were defended by the duke, of Rohan in perfon, , 
and the prince of Conde beheld the flower of his army confumed in irjeffeftuali 
affaults the citizens of Rochelle, though inverted by fea and land, Hill preferved -: 
their former conftancy ; and Lewis* liftening to the counfels of the conftable Lef- 
deguires* who revolved with ccncemthe delbuftion, of a ^p^rty .whofe.principks 
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he had formerly fo fuccefsfully fupported, confented to clofe the bleeding wounds-, 
of his country by a treaty with the Hugonots ; the edift of Nantz was again con- 
firmed ; the royal forces were withdrawn from the gates and harbour of Rochelle; 
and the inhabitants of Montpellier fubmitted to acknowledge their foveteign, and - 
to receive him within their walls.; but the king in the moment of confidence vio- 
lated the article that difmiffed them from the dread of a royal garrifon j two regi- 
ments devoted to his fervice were left in that city ; and the Proteftants, too weak; 
to oppofe, coilld only indulge their refentment in empty murmurs. 

A. D. 1623. j During the convulfions of Italy, and the tranfient authority of v 
the Sforzas in Milan, the Valteline, a country fituated on theborders of Ferol and! 
Milan, but annexed to the dominions' of the latter, had been occupied by the 
hardy natives of that part of Switzerland diftinguifhed by the name of Grifons ; : 

their poffeflion of it had been guaranteed by Francis theFirft and Henry the Fourth; . 
but Spain, with the acquifition of the duchy of Milan, extended her pretentions 
alfo to the Valteline ; to oppofe her ambition, a confederacy* was formed by the 
duke of Savoy and the (late of Venice ; and France readily agreed to a league, in*. 

which her honour and intereft were involved. The court of Spain, alarmed at fo 
formidable a jun&ion, confented in fome meafure to recede from her claim, and 

tofequefter the Valtelineinto the hands of the Roman pontiff, Gregory the Fif- 
teenth, an expedient which Lewis for the prefent thought it prudent to acquiefce in. , 

A. D. 1624.] . But the attention of the public was foon diverted from foreign . 
to domeftic concerns. The cardinal de Retz had expired amidft the diffenfions of * 
his country ; the partiality of the queen for the bifhop of Lucon, now known as ; 
cardinal Richelieu, was revived and the king was prevailed upon to introduce - 
into his councils a man deftined to reftore the grandeurof .France, and to eft&bliftvi 
a new epoch in. the reign of Lewis. . 

From the tedious and uninterefting : * annals of a monarch- whofe perfonali 
courage alone, faintly gilds the gloom of. the. political horizon, the hiftorian- 
with pleafure haftens. to the vigorous counfels and afpiring. fpirit of his mi— 
rafter, whofe commanding genius burft the narrow limit, of the cloy ft er, andi 
awed and aftonifhed the nations of Europe with the blaze of its meridian luftre* . 
Born to fteer the velTel of ftate amidft ftorms and quickfands, the political talents : . 
of the cardinal Richelieu, have, to the prefent moment, extorted the praifeand 1 
admiration, of pofterity j, frequently fuccefsful,' . and always great, in his defigns^ 
he rofe with accumulated ftrength from defeat ; and the ambitious prelate had no 
fooner exchanged the. crozier for the feals, than his open and fecret enemies- 
were overwhelmed by the torrent of his ambition.'. During eighteen years he? 
maintained his afcendency .over the jealous mind of his fovereign ; the reformed, , 
who -had- triumphed -over the artifices of Catharine of Medicis, and the dark ; 
rage, of Charles the Ninth,: were broken. by. his invincible arm ; and the houfe- 
of Auftria, defeated and deprelfed, was forced to yield to his.fuperior fortune,, 

that which the valour and virtues of Francis the.Firft and. Henry the Fourth had:! 
in vain attempted, . 
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His rivals in the cabinet were the firfl: vi£tims to the arts of Richelieu ; and 
the duke of Vieuville, to whom had been entrufted the care of the finances, 
was not only difmiffed from his poft, but even committed to the caftle of Am- 
boife j his fucceffor Marillac, endeavoured to avoid a fimilar fate, by an obfe- 
quious compliance with the will of the cardinal : who no fooner had eftablifhed 
his authority at home, than he prepared to extend the terror of his name abroad. 
His admiflion into the conclave had not ferved to imprefs him with zeal or awe 
for the court of Rome ; and his contempt for the fucceffor of St. Peter was 
difplayed in his inftrudtions to expel the ecclefiaflical forces from the Valteline. 
The marquis of Cceuvres obeyed with alacrity orders fo congenial to his own in* 
clinations ; Gregory the Fifteenth, fenfibie of the inefficacy of the thunders of 
the Vatican, which had once appeared fo formidable, contented himfelf with re- 
monftrances, which Richelieu received with impatience and configned to neglett. 

James of England, wrapped in the proud and conftant contemplation of royal 
dignity, confidered every alliance below that of a king, as unworthy of the 
prince of Wales ; and determined never to beftow the hand of his fon Charles, 
but on a daughter of France or Spain. With the latter court his ambaffador, 
the earl of Briftol, had opened a negociation. Philip the Fourth received his 
propofals with pleafure ; and with the infanta offered a. portion of fix hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling, and the reftitution of the palatinate, which had been 
wrefted from Frederic, fon* in-law to James, by the emperor of Germany. But 
when ail meafures were agreed between both parties, and nothing was wanting 
but the difpenfation from Rome, this connexion, fo honourable and fo advan- 
tageous to England, was broken by a romantic enterprife, originally conceived 

with the idea of haftening and cementing the propofed alliance. 

George Villiers, with the fole recommendation ^of perfonal accdmplifliments, 
had rapidly advanced in the favour of James, too partial to external advantages; 
and from an obfcure condition, had attained the rank and title of duke of 
Buckingham ; to ingratiate himfelf alfo with the fon, he propofed to the prince 
of Wales to break through the forms which ufually bind the heirs of royalty, 
and pafling in difguife to Madrid, to introduce himfelf to the infanta as an ardent 
and devoted lover. Charles relifhed the gallantry of the propofal; a relu&ant 
confent by the tears of his fon, and the reproaches of his favourite, was extorted 
from James ; and the prince of Wales, accompanied by Buckingham, privately 
quitted London, and croffed over to Calais : they had even the temerity in their 
journey to vifit the French court in difguife, and the charms of the princefs 

Henrietta, the filler of Lewis, made a lively and deep impreffion on the heart 

of. the youthful prince- 

Though Charles and the duke were received at Madrid with every mark of re* 
fpeft and attention by. the king of Spain, yet the volatile manners, and diffolute 
-pleafures of the latter, but ill accorded with the gravity and dignity of the 

Sjpanifh court : Influenced by motives of difguft or caprice, he determined to 
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return without accomplifhing the object of his journey ; he eafily obtained the 
acquiefcence'of Charles; the delay of the clifpenfation from Rome afforded a 

decent pfetence; and immediately on their arrival in England, the duke of 
Buckingham prevailed on the eafy king and prince, firft to fufpend, and after- 
wards to break off the negociafion wito Spain. 

A. D. 1625.] But James ftill continued firmly fixed in his opinion, that his 
fon would be degraded by receiving into his bed a princefs of lefs than royal 
pedigree. * After the rupture therefore with Spain, nothing remained but an 
alliance with France, and to that court he immediately applied himfelf. The 
earls of Holland and Carlifle were fent over ambaffadors on this occafion ; but 
though the portion of Henrietta equalled not that of the infanta, and the refti- 
tution of the palatinate could not be expe&ed from this alliance, yet the fuperior 
addrefs of Richelieu to the Englifh minifters, extorted the fame terms for the 
Chriftian king, as had been granted to the 'Catholic. To Henrietta was allowed 
the important privilege of educating her children till they attained the age of 
thirteen ; and Buckingham was difpatched to Paris to conduct the bride to her 



of England. 
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But the near alliance of Prance with a Proteftant king did not deter the cardi- 
nal from nourHhing the moft fatal defigns againft the followers of the reformed 
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religion. 



impotent 



of Rome ; and that policy which confidered the augmentation of the regal au- 
thority as the. grand 'objeft of his adminiftration, prompted him to meditate the 
extirpation of a hardy fe&, whofe frequent revolts openly violated the dignity of 
the crown. Several crrcumftances pointed out to him the favourable moment of 
enterprife ; the duke of Bouillon, and du Pleflis Mornai, formidable from their 
abilities, f heir experience," and their influence, had expired covered with years 

and glory; and though the brothers of Rohan and Soubife, by their martial 
exploits, had acquired and maintained a high reputation, .yet their impetuous 
courage too often flighted the voice of prudence, and precipitated their party into 
dangers, which hourly threatened their deftruftion. 

The late treaty had been infringed by the introdu&ion of a. royal garrifon into 
Montpellier, and* the rcmonftrances of the Hugoriots had been difregarded or 
evaded, by the cburt. A new fubjeft of difcontent now prefented itfelf in a royaEl 
fleet flationed at L'Orient, tti .guard and block up the harbour of Rbchelle. The 
•duke of Soubife offered with a few fhips fuddenly to attack and defiroy the hoflile 
fquadron ; . and permitted the Hugonots, if he failed in the attempr, to difown his 
conduct. Though his meafures were betrayed, he happily accomplifhed the dat- 
ing project: and on the firft intelligence of his fuccefs, his brother the duke of 
'Rohan refumed his -arms; and ; again difplayed the banner of revolt.- A {harp and 
defultory war was carried, on- with that fire and animofity that attends religious 
commotion. . The - Rochellers were defeated at fea by the united fquadrons of 
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France and England j. but the lofs of the confederates in the a&ion prevented 

them from improving their advantage. The clamours .of the Englifh compelled 
their fovereign to interfere j the mediation of the confort of Henrietta was liften- 
ed to with refpedt, and. a peace at length was concluded, which confirmed the 
edift of Nantz ; the harbour of Rochelle was delivered from the vigilance of the 
royal fquadrons ; the fort of St. Lewis, which approached and infulted that city, 
was to be demoliflied within fix months j and the king of France confented that 
his brother-in-law, the king of England, fliould guarrantee to the Proteftants the 
articles of the peace. 

Philip had beheld with indignation fhe expulfion of the ecclefiaftical troops 
from the Valteline ; the French, as allies to the duke of Savoy, dill maintained 
the war againft the power of Spain, The Spaniards, in attempting to raife the 
fiegeof Verue, were defeated with confiderable lofs : but Urban the Eighth, who 
had fucceeded to the apoftolical chair, prevented the two crowns from coming to 
an open rupture. His zeal to reconcile the moft powerful princes of the Catholic 
* church was attended with fuccefs j a treaty was concluded at Moncon, by which 
the fovereignty of the Valteline w r as confirmed to the Grifons, and the pafles of 
that country, by the gratitude of her allies, were fecured to France. 

A, D. 1626.] The reputation of Richelieu was not increafed by his firft efTays 
in arms ; to the Hugonots he had granted the moft favourable conditions ; and 
in the late treaty of Moncon the duke of Savoy loudly complained that his inter- 
efts were deferted. But if abroad his ability and integrity were impeached, at 
home, he was expofed to the envy and rage which attends fuccefsful ambition.— 
Gafton, duke of Orleans, and brother to the king, had completed his eighteenth 
year, and that irrefolution, which formed the predominant feature of his charac- 
ter, began already to difplay itfelf. His father, Henry the Fourth, had expreffed 
his wilh that he might be united to mademoilelle Montpenfier, one of the greateft 
heireffes- of France ; but the favourites of the duke of Orleans endeavoured to 
divert his inclinations to a marriage with fome foreign princefs, whofe connec- 
tions might render him independent of the power of the minifter. Their intrigues 
could not elude the vigilance of the cardinal ; the marefchal Ornano, who had 
even concerted the affiliation of Richlieu, was committed to the Baftile, and de- 
livered by difeafe from, an ignominious death ; the count of Chalais expired on a 
fcaftpld; the duke of Vendofme, and his brother the grand prior, were clofely 
guarded, and the count of SoifTons, by a hafty flight, fought fhelter from the 
tempeft in the court of Rome. The defigns of his enemies ferved only to eftab- 
lifti the authority and influence of the cardinal ; and the partiality of Lewis for 

his minifter, was evidently difplayed in the honourable diftinftion of guards for 
the protection of his perfon. 

\ The duke of Orleans, deprived of all in whom he could repofe confidence, re- 
turned to court ; and with his natural levity conceived, or pretended, a violent 

.paffion for- mademoifelle Montpenfier. The nuptial ceremony was performed, by 
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the cardinal ; but though the duke himfelf obtained, from the liberality of his 
brother, the duchies of Orleans and Chartres, with the county of Blois, his felici- 
tations for his unhappy friends were ineffedlual; and the cardinal having crufhed the 
enemies of his perfon, prepared to extinguifh thofe of his faith. 

Though ardent in his defigns of humbling the houfe of Auftria, he was con- 
vinced,, to exert the power of France, it was fir ft necefiary. to extirpate the feeds of - 
civil commotion ; the Proteftants, impatient of delay, had urged by arms the de* 
molition of Fort St. Lewis ; but their temerity was checked by the formidable 
preparations and vigorous meafures of Richelieu ; and theduke of Soubife, anxious 

for the fafety of Rochelle, menaced on every fide, implored and obtained the 
affiftance of England. 

A. D. 1627. J That court, ernbarrafled by domeftic factions and an unfuccefs- 
fui war with Spain, ought, perhaps, in prudence to have declined any hoftile enter- 
prife againft the kingdom of France. Its mediation, in behalf of the 'reformed; 
hadhitherto been attended with the greateft advantages $ and Richelieu himfelf, 
daring as he was, could not but regard, .with foine degree of dread, the martial 
fpirit of a people who had fo often proved the fcourge of his country ; but the duke 
of Buckingham fti 11. maintained his afcendancy over the mind of Charles ; when 
difpatched to receive the princefs Henrietta, he had entertained a guilty paffion for 
the queen of France ; the beauty of his perfon, the elegance of his manners, and 
the fplendour of his equipage, caft round him aluftre, which is fuppofed even to 
have dazzled the eyes of royalty ; a private yifit thatihe paid to - Anne, was re- 
ceived with a reproof that favoured more of kindnefs than anger ; but his pre- 
emption had not efcaped the obfervation of the cardinal ; the vigilance of that 
minifter was exerted to preclude all future correfpondence ; on the preparations 
of Buckingham for a fecond embaffy to Paris, he was informed by a meffagefrom. 
Lewis, that he mull not .think of fuch a journey ; and though he relu&antly aban- 
doned the defign, he ever after nourifhed a deep refentment againft Richelieu, to 
whofe fuggeftions he imputed his disappointment. 

m A. D. 1627, 1628.] He had already, in a wanton infult, difplayed the fea- 
tures of his imperious difpofition ; he prevailed on Charles to fend back to France 
all the domeftics of that nation, who had attended Henrietta to England, The 
marefchai Bafibmpierre was difpatched by Lewis to the court of London, to re- 
monftrate againft this infraction of the marriage articles and though the addrefs 
of the ambaffador gendered him acceptable to Charles, yet his efforts could only 
fufpend the increafing jealoufy and enmity of Buckingham. - 
Implacable in his hatred, that haughty favourite now liftened with pleafure to 
.the reprefentations of the duke of Soubife; in the naval viftory over the Rochel- 
lers, the fleet of France had been reinforced by a fquadron from England; and 
the. fubfequei}t peace had been concluded under the mediation of Charles : that 
monarch;had. affifted in humbling the Hugonots, and his honour was concerned ia 
faithfully guaranteeing ; a treaty, . which his. arms had compelled them: to accept^ . 
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when to thefe arguments were added the folicitations of Buckingham, and the 
clamours of his people, zealous for their oppreffed Proteftant brethren^ it is no 
wonder that the relu&ance of Charles was overwhelmed by their united force. 

Before the mighty preparations of Richelieu could be completed, a fleet of an 
hundred* fail, and an army of feven thoufand men, were fitted out for the invafion 
«* of France. Both of thefe were entrufted to the command of the duke of Buck- 

4 

ingham, who prefented himfelf with his armament' before the harbour of Ro* 

chelle ; but fo ill-concerted were his meafures, that the inhabitants refufed to admit 
thefe formidable allies, of whofe coming they had not been previoufly informed. 
Difappointed in this expe&ation, the duke dire&ed his operations againft Rhe, 
an adjacent ifland, protected by a numerous garrifon and flrong fortifications ; he 
landed his men, though with fome lofs j and had he immediately urged his attacks, 
and not allowed Thoiras, the French governor, feveral days refpite, he might 
probably have reduced Sr. Martin, the principal fortrefs of the ifland ; bui his 
negligence and unaccountable delay enabled the French to replenifti the magazines, 
and reinforce the garrifon of that place. The Englifh were repulfed in repeated 
attacks ; detached and fucceflive bodies of troops were poured by the cardinal 
into the ifland ; and Buckingham himfelf, after the lofs of two thirds of his original 
force, found it neceflary to confult his fafety by a precipitate -retreat. He con- 
duced the rear in perfon, with a gallantry which, in* fome meafure, effaced the 
difgrace of defeat ; but while the teftimony of his companions eftabliflied the repu- 
tation of his courage, the ' voice -of the public loudly impeached his {kill and 
judgment. ^ ■ 

.The retreat of Buckingham was the fignal for a&ion to Richelieu. That mi- 
nifter had already fecured, by feparate treaties, the alliance of Spain and the 
United Provinces ; his addrefs had reprefented to the* court of Philip his treaty 
with the latter, asfolely a temporary expedient to prevent their arming in defence 
of the reformed— he had recalled and pardoned the count of Soiflbns — and while 
he reftrained the levity, had conciliated to hisdefigns the inclinations of the duke 
of Orleans. The army that he had aflembled was commanded by the king in per- 
fon, and animated by the prefence of the principal nobility. The cardinal, who 
accompanied his fovereign, afpired to the reputation of a generel as well as a ftatef- 
man; he planned the lines of circumvallation — defigned the different forts, and 
•directed the attacks. To deprive the befieged of all fuccour, his boundlefs genius 
formed the projeft of throwing • acrofs the harbour a mole of a mile's extent in 
that boifterous oceans His diligence daily urged and infpe&ed the work; but 
before it yet could bfc completed, the fleet of England, commanded by the earl of 
JDenbigh, once more appeared in view. The Rochellers crowded to their ram- 
parts with the expectation of inftant relief, and Richelieu trembled for the darling 
ftru&ure which his daring ambition had fuggefted; but he was.preferved from 
vdifgrace by; the treachery or cowardice of the Englifii admirals-arid the earl of 
. iDenbiglv ^fter throwing into the city a fcanty fuppjy of corn, declined an : engage* 
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the command — *but while his prefence haftened the -preparations, he fell a- vi&im 
to the national indignation, and was affaflinated by the .hand of, a fanatic, named 
Feltpn, -who avowed himfelf prompted to the deed by the remonfirance of the 
commons, that declared the duke the fource of every national grievance, and the 
great enemy. of the'pubiic,. ; < 

The liaKappy fate of Buckingham fufpended the armaments of England — each 
moment was afiiduoufly employed by the cardinal—and he at length beheld the 
ftupendous'work completed, and enabled to defy the efforts of the enemy. In vain 
did the earl of Lindfay, who fucceeded to the command of the Englilh fleet, ^en- 
deavour to force his way to the harbour- The mole, ftrongiy and firmly fortified, 
refitted and repelled the weight of. His attacks. Hqpelefs of fuccefs, he abandoned 
•the Rochellers to defpair, and fleered back his courfeto England. The laftfpark 
of enthufiaim,,' which had fo long infpired ; the miferable inhabitants of that city, 
expired with the fignal of his retreat. While y^t his fails were in fight, they con- 
sented" to furrender at difcr<?tion-— ^nd feme idea may be formed of the miferigs.they 
had endured, fince of fifteen thoufand perfons who had originally been (hut up in 
Rochelle, four thoufand alone furvived th ; e. fatal effects of famine, fatigue,' and 

"the fword. ' r ■ ■ 1 ' 

J The king entered the proftrate city, in triumph~aruj: the fortune of the cardinal 
was dill more confpicuous in the moment of fubmiffiqn, than even his genius had 
•Ihone forth in the courfe of the fiege. Scarce had the citizens opened their gates 
to implore the clemency of their fovereign, before a temped, fo violent, agitated 
the ocean, as to bury in the waves the proud ftruchire that he had planned. Had 
the Rochellers perleveredbut a few hours longer, the fury of the florm had over- 
whelmed the pride of the cardinal, and preferred their freedom- — but the wretch;ed 
inhabitants - drew fome cpnfolation from the pity of their 1 monarch ; their walls 
were, indeed, dismantled, but their perfons and effefts were fpared— and the me- 
lioration of Lewis and his minilter, Satisfied with having broken the power of the 
Hugonots, and wreft^d from them their ancient . afylum, ftill permitted -them. to 
'enjoy an ppen and< avowed toleration. 

\ ■ .The celebrated duke . of Lefdeguiei uau ca^u cu auuuu mc umcmiuus oi^ius 
country, without beholding the humiliation, of . the reformed, whofe tenets he 
had formerly prpfeffed, and whofe principles he had fuccefsfully vindicated with 
Tris fwprd. On" his de.ce.afe, the king refolved to fupprefs the office of cpnftable, 
•a" dignity that he tho.ught raifed the fubjeft too near the throne; he obtained, at 
the fame time, from the duke of .MontmorencL the refiernation of the -ooft of 



admiral, 



angement 



carduiaL f .. The genius of that afpiring ftatefman, .which embraced every depart- 
ment^ had., juftified the difcernment of his fovereign in the fiege of Rochelle.^; 
but though his adclrefs might baffle, his abilities could not extinguifli, the hatred 
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of a court ; the duchefs of Orleans had found her grave in the nuptial bed ; 
after being delivered of a daughter, fhe expired, lamented by her confort, whofe 
former reluctance her amiable qualities had converted into a lively affe&ion ; 
but the duke foon after refumed his intrigues, his natural levity foon returned 
to efface the lofs of his late duchefs, he profeffed an ardent paflion for Mary de 
Gonzagua, the duke of Nevers, and his addreffes to that lady were alternate- 
ly renewed, or fufpended, as his own caprice inclined, and the intereft of his 
favourites diftated. 

A. D. 1629.] The contempt of the cardinal for the fee of Rome had been 

inftanced in the expulfion of the ecclefiaftical forces from the Valteline; fuperior 
to 'the influence of religious fuperftition, from political motives alone, he had 
armed the power of the crown againft the reformed, to exalt the glory of France 
and to deprefs the houfe of Auftria, he now refigned his own perfonal refent- 
ments. On the death of Vincent duke of Mantua, his kinfman, the duke of 
Nevers, pleaded his claim as the next male in fucceflion to that duchy : but the 
emperor aflerted his right as fupreme prince, and beftowed the inveftiture on the 
duke of Guaftalla ; and the duke of Savoy alfo urged his pretenfions to the 
marquifate of Montferrat, both were fupported by the forces and treafures of 
Philip: the banners of Spain were difplayed from the walls of Mantua; and 
the duke of Nevers could only loudly accufe an ufurpation which he was in- 
capable of refilling. He had incurred the difpleafure of the cardinal by entering 
into the cabals of his avowed enemies j he was expofed to the perfecution of the 
queen-mother, who regarded, with open averfion and female rage, the paflion of 
the duke of Orleans for Mary de Gonzagua ; but in the mind of Richelieu, the 
intereft of the ftate fuperfeded every other confideration, and while he abandoned 
the fenfe of his own injuries, he was deaf to the implacable enmity of Mary of 
Medicis. He advifed the king of France to embrace the opportunity of fupport- 
ing-his own fubjedfc, the duke of Nevers, againft the injuftice of the houfe of 
Auftria. The ardent fpirit of the minifter communicated itfelf to the monarch : 
and with the veterans whofe difcipline had been confirmed and whofe perfeverance 
had been exercifed in the fiege of Rochelle, Lewis, early in the enfuing fpring, 
erefted his ftandard, and prepared to march to the relief of Cafal, which was 
befieged by the forces of the confederates. The inclemency of the feafon, thq . 

- rugged tra&s of the Alps in vain oppofed his progrefs, he penetrated through 
the narrow pafs of Suza : and the duke of Savoy, alarmed at his approach, . 
confented to defer t his allies, and to negociate a treaty with France. He en- 
gaged to allow a free paflage to, and to fupply with provifions the forces of 
Lewis : and he agreed, with his own army, to join the French ftandard, and to « 
chace the Spaniards from the walls of Cafak 

To the defence of that fortrefs, Lewis detached three thoufand chofen foldiers, . 
under the command of Thoiras, who had already fignalifed his gallantry, in the : 
defence of the ifland of Rh& The monarch;: himfelf,. with .his., minifter, ani-^ 
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mated. by. fuccefs, traverfed again the Alps, and entered his kingdom to chaftife 
the prefumption of the Hugonots. The duke of -Rohan, undifmayed by the 
redu&ion of Rochelle, ftill difplayed the banner of revolt in Guienne, Langue- 
doc, and the mountains of the Cevennes. Nifmes, Montauban, Caftres, Privas r . 
and Alais, ftill profefled the principles of the reformed, and declared their refolu- 
tion to feal their faith with their blood. . While the cardinal, oppreffed by a flow 
and dangerous fever, fought a tranfient repofe from his toils, the king aifaulted - 
the walls of Privas, compelled the garrifon to furrender at difcretion, and * 
.devoted the inhabitants, without exception of age or fex, to the fword. Riche- 
lieu^ rejoiced at his abfence from the promifcuous maflacre. which fullied the ■ 
victory of his fovereign. This inftance of feverity (truck terror indeed into the 
citizens of Alais, ftrongly fortified, and amply provided, that place might long 
have refilled the attacks of the royal army ; the gates were immediately opened on 
the approach of the king, and the duke of Rohan,, too fatally convinced of the 
inability of - the Proteftants any longer to defend themfelves by arms, figned a 
treaty, which reftored the reformed to their eftates and the free exercife of their 
religion, but deprived them in their fortified towns of the means of prote&ing . 
either. He himfelf immediately after withdrew into honourable exile. But the 
citizens of Montauban rejefted terms which involved their walls in deftruction^ , 
and refufed admittance to the prince of Conde, whofe fanguinary difpofition 
they dreaded. To the extortions of Richelieu himfelf they were lefs inexorable ; : 
the cardinal with his guards were invited to enter the city, and the lenity with 
which he treated the inhabitants, added .a milder luftre to the glory that he had i 

acquired by the fuccefs of his. martial enterprifes.-. 

A. D. .1630.] The enemies of" Richelieu had again refumed their intrigues ; 
but their cabals proved fatal to themfelves, > and ferved to confirm the authority 
of the cardinal, who Lewis, by letters patent* inverted with the title of principal 
miriifter* The duke of Savoy had availed himfelf of .the late hoftile operations 
again ft the Proteftants, had violated the treaty of.Suza, and had joined the 
Spaniards in the fiege of .Cafal.:. To the title of minifter,r the king of France* 
added that of leutenant general ; and the cardinal/ .poffeffed of .all the military 
and civil power, prepared, to chaftife . the- prefumption of : the Savoyard. He 
crolfed again the Alps in perfon ; and while he •. affetted to liften to the terms 
of accommodation, continued his- march with unwearied rapidity... The heads of 

his columns were already .pointed towards Turin, and the duke was diligently 
.occupied in preparing .for the defence of his capital, : when Richelieu, fuddenly 
changing his. direfti on, prefented,. himfelf . before the gates, of Pignerol ; that 
important fortrefs, which opened , a diredt road , from Dauphine into Italy, was 
taken in twelve days ; :and the < jninifter now i fummoned Lewis, to the camp to 
ftxare the glory of his ambitious. projects.-:. With a: veteran army pf twenty-five 
thoufand men, the king of France overran and reduced the country of Savoy; 
y Ma&arin,.. afterwards. fo. well known in France by the dignity of cardinal and the 
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power of minifter, was fent to negotiate with Lewis on behalf of the duke of 
Savoy ; a partial fufpenfion of arms was all he could obtain ; and that unhappy 
prince, who beheld his territories portioned out between his implacable enemies, 
and faithlefs allies, funk himfelf into the grave the vidlim of difappointed ambition. 
The death of the duke of Savoy facilitated the progrefs of the French. Re* 
■vel, Ville Franche, and Poncallier, inftantly capitulated ; but their career of 
conqueft was checked by a peftilential diforder, which thinned and debilitated the 
armies of France. The king himfelf indifpofed, and attended by the cardinal, 
had retired to Lyons ; and the remnant of the troops under the marefchals de le 
Force, Schomberg, andMarillac, w r ere ordered to proceed to the relief of Cafal. 
Feeble and enervated by difeafe the ardour of the generals infpired the foldiers — 
they already beheld the walls of that fortrefs, and the' camp of the befiegers — 
.but when they hourly expe£fced the fignal for engaging, they were preferved from 
the encounter with the frefh and vigorous troops of Spain, by intelligence of the 
treaty of Ratifbon, negociated by Mazarin, and which eftablifhed the duke of 
Nevers in the peaceable poffeffion of the duchy of Mantua and themarquifate of 
.Montferrat. 

The indifpofition of Lewis was attended by the mod alarming fymptoms, and 
in the danger of the monarch the minifter beheld his own. His enemies, encou- 
raged by the queen-mother, refumed their hopes and intrigues — but when the 
phyficians had even pronounced the recovery of Lewis impqflible, a fudden and 
favourable turn in his diforder confounded the foes, and confirmed the authority 
•of the cardinal. The moft attive of his enemies were difgraced and arretted — and 
Mary of Medicis herfelf was compelled to fubmit to a feigned reconciliation with 

the haughty ftatefman, whofe influence over the mind of her fon had overwhelm- 
ed his regard, and even his refpeft for his parent. 

A. D. 1631.] Sweden emerging from obfcurity and animated by the heroic ge- 
nius of the great Guftavus, had already penetrated into Germany, and ihaken by 
fucceflive victories the imperial defpotifm of the houfe of Auftria ; to fecond her 
efforts the cardinal negociated a treaty, by which he engaged annually to fupply 

Guftavus with four hundred thoufand crowns, while he acquired with -equal ad- 
<drefs, by a fecret article with the duke of Savoy, the ftrong fortrefs of Pignerol, 
and prevailed on the duke of Mantua to admit a French garrifon into' Cafal. Yet 
even thefe negociations, fo advantageous to his country, could not exempt him 
from the malice of his adverfaries ; the queen-mother and the duke of Orleans 
'ftill retained their implacable enmity. But their adherents, theprincefs of Conti, 
with the ducheffes of Elbceuf and Lefdiguieres were fentenced to exile, and the 
snarefchal Baflfompierre was committed to the Baftile. Mary of Medicis efcnped 
to Flanders from the ftern juftice of her fon, and the inexorable refentment of his 
minifter ^; the duke of Orleans fought flbelter from the ftorm in the court of Lor- 
rain; and abandoning himfelf to his natural levity, efpoufed Margaret the filler 
> of that prince. 
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A. D. 1632-] The pride of the king of France was wounded by the pre- 
fumption of the duke of Lor rain, in affording Ihelter to, and con trading an 
alliance with his fugitive brother. Twice he invaded the territories ot that prince, 
and twice compelled him to fue for peace on the mod humiliating conditions- 
Amidft thefe alarms the duke of Orleans had quitted a court which could no longer 
afford him fecurity, and had retired to his mother Mary of Medicis, in Flanders. 
While Lewis puiiued his career of viftory in Lorrain, his brother having col- 
lected a feeble band of two thoufand followers, penetrated into Burgundy, ex- 
horted the inhabitants to arm againlt the arrogance of the cardinal, and infult'ed 
and deftroyed the fuburbs of Dijon. Chaced from thence by the marefchal de la 
Fofce, he retreated to Auvergne ; and purfued by marefchal Schomberg, efcaped 
with his miferable train into Languedoc. The duke of Montmorency, who go- 
verned that province, received the brother of his fovereign with open arms, and. 

efpoufed his defigns with ardour. Though Thouioufe, the capital, maintained 

its loyalty, and proclaimed the adherents of the duke of Orleans rebels, yet the 
amiable qualities of Montmorency drew to Pezerias the principal nobility of the 
province ; on thefe he bellowed the title of ftates of Languedoc ; in an eloquent 
andfpirited manifefto he arraigned the pride, the infolence, and the oppreflive 
adminiftration of the cardinal; and to fupport his declarations by aftion, at the 
head of ten thoufand men, who had crowded to hisftandard, he preffed forwards 
to attack marefchal Schomberg, who, with foiir thoufand infantry, had pofiefTed 
himfelf of a ftrong camp near Caftelnaudari. The impetuous courage of Mont- 
morency, with his cavalry alone, attacked the entrenchments of that general* His 
example infpired his followers with the molt heroic refolution — the works of the. 
royalifts were pierced by their daring efforts— but while their leader difpiayed the 
valour of a foidier, he negletted the duties of a commander; his martial, train, 
as they rufhed on to improve their' advantage, were betrayed into an ambufcade 
and overwhelmed by fuperior numbers- — the duke of Montmorency, wounded iii 
Several places, and his horfe killed under him, was taken prifoner — and the duke, 
of Orleans, informed of his fate, inftead of endeavouring to retrieve the day, 
retreated with his fcattered arid diflieartened troops- 

The inexorable jufticeof Lewis fuffered not the duke of Montmorency long to' 
-languifli in confinement — his procefs was immediately formed before the parliament, 
—-he was fentericed to lofe his head — and he expiredon the fcaffold with calm arid 
undaunted courage. Inferior only to his ancestors in fortune, in him were ex- 
: ting.uifhed. the male defcendants of the houfe' of Montmorency — and while tire* 
jealoufy of Lewis refufed to fpare his life, his liberality enriched with his eftates 
-the prince of Conde, who had married his filler. 

While the fate of Montmorency was in fufpence, the duke of Orleans had en- 
• deavdured' to obtain his pardon by prbfeffions of future allegiance— but no fooner * 
had the deadly blow been given, than that prince retired again into Flanders. His 1 
abfence and intrigues gave^but littleuneafinefs to the court of France. Thatking- 
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dom each day became more confcious of her own ftrength, and of her weight in 
/the political balance of Europe. The great Guftavus, after repeatedly defeating 
the veteran troops of Ferdinand, and delivering Germany from the imperial yoke, 
clofed in the arms of vi&ory a life of fplendid atchievements and military renown. 
The memorable field of Lutzen, in which he triumphed and expired, raifed again 
the drooping fpirits of the houfe of Auftria, who welcomed a defeat that was ac- 
companied by the fate of their mod formidable adverfary. But Richelieu, diligent 
to improve every event, concerted his meafures with prudence and promptitude 
he nouriflied by continual fubfidies the confederacy of the German princes — he 
fecretly negociated with the united ftates of Holland—and he recalled the duke of 
Rohan from exile, and entrufted to his abilities the command of the French forces 
in the Valteline. 

A. D. 1633, 1634.] Though Richelieu regarded with comtempt the machina- 
tions of the duke of Orleans, he fuffered not the authority of his fovereign to be 
ihfulted with impunity by the reiterated hoftilities of the duke of Lorraine. He 
eafily perfuaded Lewis to regard that prince as the abetter of the factious defigns 
of his brother, and once more to invade his dominions. Luneville and Saint 
Mihel were rapidly reduced by the French ; Nanci was inverted ; and the unfor- 
tunate duke was compelled to furrender his capital as the pledge of his fincerity, 
to deliver his filler to the king of France, and to facilitate the diffoiution of her 
marriage with the duke of Orleans. But Lewis had fcarce returned to Paris, be- 
fore the duke of Lorraine having accomplifhed the efcape of his fifter to Flanders, 

endeavoured to elude his engagements, and to preferve his people from the calami- 
ties of war, by magnanimoufly refigning his territories to his brother Francis. 
This artifice could not avert the indignation of the cardinal ; the marefchal de la 
Force, with a numerous army, re-entered Lorrain, furprifed the new duke and 
his confort, and eftablilhed the authority of France throughout the whole duchy. 
The duke of Orleans, difmayed by the deftru&ion of his brother-in-law and ally, 
concluded a treaty of reconciliation, quitted Bruffels alone, and threw himfelf at 
the feet of Lewis. But though he confented to live at Blois feparate from his con- 
fort, he perfevered, with a degree of conftancy unufual in his condutt, to maintain 
the validity of his marriage. 

While the cardinal countera&ed with fuccefs his domeftic enemies, he was. 
alarmed by the progrefs of the foreign foes of France, and the returning profperity 
of the houfe of Auftria. At Nordlingen the vi&ories of Guftavus were effaced 
By the total defeat of the. Swedes ; and the Imperialifts beheld twenty thoufand of 
their ad verfaries lifefefs on the field. The policy of Richelieu revived their faint- 
ifig courage with liberaland conftant pecuniary fupplies ; but at the fame time he 
ftipulated for the immediate pofieffion of Philipfburgh and Spires in Germany;. 

and the ceffibn of Alface.on the frontiers of . Lorraine, as foon as h^ declared war. 
agaiaft Spain. . 
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Though long averfe to plunge his country into an open conteft with thehoufe- 
of Auftria, the fituation of his allies allowed Lewis no farther delay. The forces 
of the emperor had already occupied Philipfourgh ; and the cardinal concluded a 
fecret treaty with the united provinces of Holland. On the intelligence of this- 
hoftile negociation, the court of Spain determined by a&ivity and vigour to anti- 
cipate the defigns of her enemies ; {he poured her. forces , into Treves, furprifed- 
the capital, and feized the ele&or, who had acceded to the league- with France.. 
This bold and fuccefsful enterprife was refented by France by an open declaration, 
of war. The marefchals Chatillon and Breze were commanded to march to the. 
fupport of the prince of Orange, then in the neighbourhood of Maefiricht; in* 
their progrefs they encountered and defeated* with cruel flaughter the forces, of. 
Spain, commanded by prince Thomas of Savoy- Animated by fuccefs,.and joined 
by the prince of Orange, they forced open the gates of Tillemont, and invefted. 
Louvain ; but the diffenfions of the commanders compelled them to abandon this • 
enterprife with difgrace ; and an army which threatened tofubvertthe authority of 
Philip throughout Flanders, was wafted in vain, attempts*, or confumed by fatigue, 
and difeafe. 

It was not alone by arms that Richelieu endeavoured to fupport the glory of 
his country. His arts detached from the court of Spain the dukes of Savoy and. 
Parma ; and marefchal Crequi was inftru&ed, in concert with thofe princes, to. 
alfert the liberties of Italy. He was defeated oh the banks of the Po, by the.fupe- 
rior forces of the Spaniards, and loudly impeached the envy and difcontent of. the: 
duke of Savoy, as the fource of his misfortunes. 

The king had beheld with impatience not only his foreign conquefts (haken, but: 
even his hereditary dominions infulted'; the duke of Lorraine had eluded the vi- 
gilance of his guards, and efcaped from confinement; his appearance in that, 
duchy revived the zeal of his fubjetts ; feveral important places opened their gates: 
to him ; but his career, was checked by the unexpe&ed prefence.of- Lewis himfelf,-. 
who, at the head of a fmall army, haftily aflembled, flew to maintain, his former 
acquifitions, retook Saint Mihel, and returned triumphant- to Paris; while the 
duke of Rohan emulated in the Valteline the glory of his fovereign, and in two; 
bloody and fucceflive engagements, broke in that country the ftrengthx>f thelmpe- 
rialifts and Spaniards. 

A, D. 1636.3 Met z was reduced by the forces of the emperor, but the Ger- 
mans were compelled to raife the fiege of Colmar by the cardinal Valette ; : who,, 
defpifinglhe tranquil duties of the church, in imitation of Richelieu, afpired to> 
military glory. The Spaniards on their fide polfeffed themfelves of St. John de: 
Luz ; but in Italy they were defeated by the (kill and valour of the duke of Savoy;: 
yet this misfortune was foon repaired, and Spain, after ravaging the territories of 
the duke of Parma, now meditated a more important enterprife.. 

To fupport the war in fo many different quarters, France hadftripped of trob^S; 

the frontier of Picardy, and expofed it to the incurfions of her enemies. . Tha: 
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; Spanifh army, commanded by prince Thomas of Savoy, and reinforced by the 

. celebrated Picolomini, entered the defencelefs province, occupied Capelle and 
Catelet, paffed the Somme in defiance of the French troops under the count of 
Soiffons, and in.lefs than a week reduced the ftrong town of Corbie. The Pari- 
fians liftened with confirmation to the rapid and unexpected approach of their 

•foes ; the capital was filled with terror and confufion ; the fovereign involved him- 
felf in a filent and gloomy defpondency ; but the cardinal difplayed a fortitude 

:and magnanimity worthy of his elevated fortunes. He threw himfelf on the con- 
fidence of the public ; he difmifTed thofe guards which the partiality of the king 
had affigned him ; and ever fruitful in expedients, called forth on this emergency 

the refources of the ftate. The horfes and domeftics of the wealthy, theperfonal 
feirvice of the poor, were demanded to encounter the impending danger. The 
fcattered bands of France were foon fwelled to an hoft of fifty thoufand men* 

'Richelieu would willingly have affumed the command himfelf, but the count of 
Soifibns refufed to ferve under him ; and the cardinal entrufted the fate of France 
to that prince, and the duke of Orleans; whofe jealoufy of each other he imagined 

•would prevent them from combining in any intrigues dangerous to his authority* 

The difcernment of the cardinal on this occafion defer ted him ; the two gene- 
rals atted with perfeft unanimity, compelled the Spaniards to repafs the Somme, 
and retook Corbie ; but at the fame time they concerted the deftru&ion of Riche- 
lieu, and Amiens was fixed upon as the fcene of his affaffination. At the moment 
when the confpirators expe&ed the fignal from the duke of Orleans, the refolu- 
tionof that prince forfook him, and he declared that his confcience would not 
permit him to fhed the blood of a cardinal, an archbilhop and a prieft. The mi- 
nifter was not apprifed of his danger till it was paffed. The duke of Orleans haf- 
tily retired to Blois, and the count of Soiffons fought fhelter in Sedan ; but the 
cardinal was unwilling at this critical jun&ure to increafe his own - enemies, and. 
thofe of the public. He prevailed on Lewis to treat both the princes* with lenity ; 
the duke of Orleans was foon reconciled, by acknowledging the validity of his 
marriage i and the count of Soiffons was permitted to enjoy the income of his 
: eftates in exile. 

A. D; 1637.] The enfuing campaign opened with events the moft inaufpicious 
to France ; the duke of Parma, befieged in Placentia, was compelled to renounce 
the alliance o£ that crown. The duke of Rohan, negle&ed by cardinal Riche-. 
#ieu, who dill regarded him with jealoufy, after exhaufting his private credit, was 
.conftrained to evacuate the Valteline. But thefe difafters were followed by a feries 
.of fplendid fuccefs ; the count of Harcourt recovered in Provence the iilands of 
:St Margaret and St.. Honoret ; the duke of Valette reduced feveral forts which 
*he Spaniards had leized in Guienne ; marefchal ; Schomberg raifed the fiege of 
Lucat, and defeated Serbellon the Spanifh general ; cardinal de la Valette again 
planted the ftandard of France on the walls of Capelle; the marefchal de Chatii- 
lon -fuccefsfully inverted Damvilliers in Luxembourg ; and the duke of Longue- 
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ville extended his conquefts in Franche-Compte: In Italy* the duke of Savoy, 

ieconded by marefchal Crequi, triumphed over the Spaniards led by the duke of 
Modena; and in the Netherlands, the vigorous efforts of the prince of Orange 
compelled the garrifon of Breda to furrender. 

A. D. \ 638.3 The flame of fuperftition was nourifhed amidft the devaftatioris 
of war ; and Lewis, to propitiate the favour of heaven, folemnly fubrnitted his 
kingdom to the protection of the holy virgin. The duke of W eirnar, who had 
been trained to arms in the fchool of Guftavus, and who maintained an inde- 
pendent authority over an army of various nations, was fupplied from the treafures 
of France ; he was however furprifed and routed in the fiege of Rhei'nfeld ; the 
duke of Rohan, who had accompanied him from efteem, here received his 
mortal wound, and ciofed a life of virtue and glory. But the duke of Weimar 
within a few days effaced his difgrace by the total defeat of his enemies. Four 
imperial generals in chains attefted his triumph ; and the towns of Rheinfeld, 
Fribourg, and Brifac, acknowledged the dominion of the vittor. 

The death of the duke of Savoy rather increafed than diminifhed the influence 
of France ; his widow, the filler of Lewis, was appointed regent during the 
minority of her infant fon ; and Richelieu refolved to retaliate on Spain the in- 
vafion of Picardy by the fiege of Fontarabia. But the prince of Conde, to 
•whom that enterprife was confided, was defeated by the admiral of Caflile, and 
with the remnant of his army with difficulty efcaped to his (hips. This mifcarriage 
was balanced by a domeftic event of the higheft importance. The queen was 
at length delivered of a fon, whofe birth, while it fecured the peaceable fucceflion 
to the throne, contributed to check the turbulent levity of the duke of Orleans, 
• and to eftablifh the power of the cardinal. 

A. D. 1639O The duke of Weimar, while hi$ vigorous age and mature 
judgement promifed him a long and fplendid career of glory, expired after a fhort 
illnefs ; Richelieu had in vain endeavoured to perfuade him to part with his new 
acquifition of Brifac; and his death at this critical period was not without fuf- 
picion of poifon. By whatever means it was accomplifhed, the cardinal with his 
ufual dexterity availed himfelf of his deceafej he procured from his fucceffors 
in command not only Brifac, but Fribourg alfo ; and he prevailed on his army to 
acknowledge the authority of the duke of Longueville. 

In Piedmont,, the brothers of the late duke of Savoy difputed with his widow 
the fucceflion to the regency. Supported by the marquis of Leganez, they fur- 
prifed Chivas ; were received into Quiers, Montcallier, and Goree; and affault- 
ed Turin fo fuddedly, that the duchefs had fcarce time to retire into the citadel j 
from thence Ihe retreated to Grenoble, where fhe had a perfonal interview with 
her brother ; Lewis lamented her misfortunes, without affording her hopes of 
fupport. The defeat of the marquis of Feuquieres by Picolomini encreafed the 
embarraffments of France; arid though the court of Harcourt in Piedmont re-* 
covered (^uiers, and eluded the fuperior forces of the marquis of Leganez and 
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prince Thomas, his condu£t and military fkill were rather honourable to himfelf, 
than of effential fervice to the duchefSipf Savoy. 

In the Low Countries, the marquis of- Meilleraie reduced Hefdin, and acquired 

the baton of marefchal. But the continuance of the war had already oppreffed 
the people with heavy imports, and the peafants of Normandy tumultuoufly 
afiembled, and broke out in a&s of open outrage. The parliament of Rouen 
were fufpended for their negleft and lenity ; and the chancellor Seguier, who 
was detached with fix thoufand troops to punifh the guilty, determined to avoid 
a fimilar accufation, and extinguished the infurrettion with the lives of the in- 
furgents. 

In Rouflillon, Salces, which had been captured. by the prince of Conde, was 

recovered by the Spaniards ; but the count of Harcourt acquired frefh leurels in 
Piedmont. He relieved Cafal, befieged by the marquis of Leganez ; and retook 
Turin, though defended by prince Thomas of Savoy in perfon. At fea, the- 
French obtained a decifive vittory over the fleet of Spain ; . and in the Nether- 
lands the marefchals Chaulnes, Chatilion, and Meilleraie, inverted Arras. The 
cardinal infant, brother to Philip the Fourth, who. had advanced to the relief of 
it was repulfed at the moment that he thought himfelf fecure of vittory ; and 
the city, after a defence of thirty-five days, was compelled to furrender. 

A. D. 1640, 1 641. j But more deep and deadly wounds, were infli&ed on 
Spain by the imprudence of her own minifters than by the enterprises pf Riche- 
lieu. The Catalans, indignant at the open violation of their ancient privileges, 
erected the ftandard of revolt : and Portugal, difdaiding any longer a dependant 
fituation, fhook off the yoke of Philip, and raifed to the throne John duke of 
Braganza* To the fupport of the former, Lewis detached the marefchal de la 
Mothe Houdancourt, who reduced the city of Conftantin ; and with the latter 

he concluded a ftrift and folemn alliance* . In Germany the count of Guebri- 
ant, who had been educated to war under the duke of Weimar, maintained . 
againft the Imperialifts the glory of the French name; and the vifcount Turenne, 

a pupil of the fame fchool, happily feconded in Piedmont the efforts of the 
count of Harcourt. 

The difcontent and flight of the count of Soiffonshave already been noticed:-; 
In his exile of Sedan he ftill nourilhed his enmity to the cardinal ; and fupported 
by the dukes of Bouillon and Guife, he determined openly to purfue the emo- 
tions of his refentment- Richelieu fenfible of his defigns, detached marefchal 
Chatilion. with ten thoufand men to invert Sedan, and reduce him to fub- 
miflion. But the count was reinforced by a Spanifli army under general Lam- 
boi,.and encountred the royal forces in the battle of Marfee. The troops of 
the. marefchal were already broken and difperfed, when the fruits of. viftory 
were ravifhed from he confpirators - by the death- of the count himfelf, who 
periflied by a random ball. The circumftances of his fate were , dark and 

myfterious ; but the policy o£ the . cardinal prevailed on ..the . king to confign to 
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oblivion the guilt of his aflbciates ; and the duke of Bouillon was again ad- 
mitted to the prefence of his fovereign, and permitted to retain the princi- 
pality of Sedan. 

A- D- 1 641. 1642.3 In the Netherlands, Aire was captured by the mare f- 

chal Meilieraie, and recovered again by the Spaniards ; but it was in Roufillon, 

the pofleflion of which would enable him effe&ually to fecure the Catalans, that • 

the cardinal was determined to make the mofl vigorous efforts. Difeafe had 

long preyed upon his finking frame, but his mind ftill rofe fuperior to pain and 

laffitude. His ardent fpirit kindled the flame of martia! ambicion in Lewis ; and 

though the declining health of the monarch threatened his fpeedy di Ablution; 
yet he liftened with pleafure to the manly counfels of his minifter, and prepared 

with Richelieu, to accompany the army into Roufillon ; but at Narbonne the 

indifpofition of the cardinal increafed to fuch a dangerous height, as compelled 

him reluttantiy to flop there, while the king, with the marefchals Meilieraie 

and Schomberg, purfued his route, . and. encamped under the hoftile walls of 

Perpignan. 

A. D. 1642.3 While Lewis in perfon prefled the fiege of that city, and 
Richelieu languifhed on the bed of ficknefs, a confederacy was formed, that 
promifed to diftinguifh the power and fhorten the fleeting moments of the latter. 
The lively temper, agreeable addrefs, and elegant perfon, of Ginq Mars, the * 
fecond . fon of m.arefchal d'Effit, feconded by the recommendations of the cardi- 
nal, had rendered him peculiarly acceptable to the king ; but the favourite, 
haughty- and intra&able, regarded with averfion the fuperior afcendancy of the 
minifter ; Richelieu had reprefled his ambition that afpired to the ducal honours . 
of France ; and the gratitude of Cinq Mars, for paft favours, was overwhelmed 
by the refufal of new dignities. Weak himfelf, and incapable of great defigns, , 
he liftened to the fuggeftions of M. de Thou, . the fon of the celebrated hiftorian ; 
by the advice of that gentleman, he connected himfelf with the dukes- of Or- 
leans and Bouillon ; and foon after, in conjun&ion with thofe princes, formed a . 

fecret alliance with the court of Spain. The duke of Bouillon was to have the 1 
command of the army, and engaged, in cafe of danger, to receive the duke 

of Orleans into Sedan; while Philip the Fourth promifed to furnifh the.con- 
fpirators with ample fupplies of money and a formidable body . of troops. 

But thefe intrigues, however fecretly conducted, could not efcape the jealous 
vigilance of the cardinal. On the firft intimation, he prefled Lewis to quit the 
walls of Perpignan, and to repair to Narbonne. . The defeat of the marefchai . 
Grammont, on the banks of the Scheld, difpofed the monarch to liften to the fe- 
licitations of his minifter, inwhofe abilities alone he could confide to retrieve the 
difafter ; the cardinal, in this interview, is fuppofed bitterly to have reproached his 
fovereign ; and Lewis acknowledged that Cinq Mars had frequently urged him to * 
the deftruftion of Richelieu. By the advice of that ftatefman, the king proceed- - 

ed So his capital, after invefting the cardinal with difcretionary powers for the .de* - 
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ilr u£tion of his enemies. The duke of Orleans made an ample confeffion ; but 

though he refufed publicly to bear evidence againfl his confederates, his life, as 

brother to the king, was refpe&ed ; the duke of Bouillon purchafed his pardon 
by the ceffion of his principality of Sedan ; but 'Cinq Mars and de Thou were con- 
demned to atone for their prefumption on the fcaffbld ; the morning of their ex- 
ecution brought intelligence of the furrender of Perpignan ; and Richelieu ap-» 
prifed the king of both events by a fingle and expreffive line — cc Your troops are 
in Perpignan, and your enemies in the grave." 

Mary of Medicis at Cologne, clofed a life, embittered by the difcord of her 
: fons, and her own exile ; the filial affe&ion which Lewis had denied to her while 
living, was revived on the news of her death but the attention of France 
was engrofled by the approaching diffolution of him whofe daring councils had 
driven her into banifhment, and whofe implacable vengeance had fhed, by the 

hands of the executioner, the nobleft blood of France. The glories and life of 
Richelieu now drew near their end ; after the redu&ion of Perpignan, exhaufted 
in body, but (till vigorous in* mind, he had approached the capital by flow and tri- 
umphant journies ; his laft moments attefted his afcendancy over his fovereign, 
and were ft ill terrible to his enemies. On his death bed he protefted to Lewis, 
that his councils had ever been direfted to the honour of the crown and the welfare 
of the kingdom and he terminated his fplendid career with a fortitude and fere- 

nity that aftonifhed thofe who had beheld the fanguinary effedts of his admi- 
niftration. 

Three mighty and fuccefsful projects immortalife the period of his govern- 
ment. He humbled the turbulent fpirits of the great ; he fubdued the ftubborn 
zeal of the Hugonots ; and he curbed the encroaching power of the houfe of 
Auftria. Undaunted and implacable, prudent and aftive, no combinations of the 
powerful nobles could withftand his vengeance, no intrigues could elude his pene- 
tration. While he exalted the throne, he controuled a fovereign impatient of 
rule and jealous of his authority ; and while he extinguiflied the liberties of the 
people, he eftablifhed among them difcipline and order, and opened to them the 
paths of learning and renown. 

A. D. 1643.] From the death of Richelieu, Lewis afpired to hold the reins 
of government himfelf. Mazarin, for whom the late minifter had obtained a car- 
dinal's hat, and to whom he had lately imparted his confidence, was, indeed, in- 
troduced into the council ; but the fervants of the crown were retained in their 

former departments, and the only change that appeared, was recalling from ba- 
nifhment, and releafmg from confinement, the mod illuftrious objefts of the car- 
•dinai's jealoufy or refentment. The war was ftill profecuted with diligence and 
•vigour, and the fpirit of Richelieu feemed ftill to impel the machine which "his 
genius had firft fet in motion. In Germany, the count of Guebriant, and the 
Swedifh general Tortenfon, triumphed over the Imperialifts ; in Piedmont, Lor- 

arain, Roufillon, and Catalonia, the marefchals Schomberg, Meilleraie, l'Hopital, 
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and Houdancourt, in fucceffive vi&ories, fuftained the glory, and increafed the 
dominion of France. 

But the fuccefs of his arms could not check the progrefs of difeafe ; and Lewis 
was fenfible that the inevitable moment was rapidly approaching, when his reign 
and his life muft terminate together. A flow fever inceflantly hung upon him ; 
and his body exhibited the fymptoms of gradual" but certain decay. The tender 
years of his fons expofed the kingdom once more to thofe diflentions which had 
lately beenfo happily extinguifhed ; and anxious for the welfare -of -his -children 
and people, he diligently revolved in 'what hands '-to place the reigns of govern- 
ment. Anne of Auftria, the partner of his bed, had never partook of his con- 
fidence; and his brother, the duke of Orleans, had forfeited his efteem -by his 
levity, and incurred his enmity by his feditious intrigues. 

At length he publifhed to the world the plan that he had fecretly meditated ; 
•and end'avoured, bydiftributinginto different hands the power that he bequeath- 
ed, to counterbalance the afpiring hopes of each, -and to fecure the tranquil mi- 
nority of the dauphin. Thequeen, indeed, was appointed fole regent, with the 
care of her children.; but the duke of Orleans was declared head of ; the coun- 
cil, and lieutenant-general throughout the kingdom. In cafe of his death this 
truft was firft to be devolved on the prince of Conde and afterwards on the car- 
dinal Mazarin. Buthiliier, fiiperintendant of the finances, and his fon:Chavig- 
jiiy were nominated to the council, in which all affairs were to be decided by a 
majority of voices* The queen and the duke of Orleans fwore folemnly to pre- 
ferve inviolate the deed which they liad fubfcribed .; and Lewis, to render it ftill 
more authentic, -commanded it to be regiftered in parliament. 

He now prepared to ; meet with firm compofure, the laft fcene of human great- 
nefs ; when "his phyfician, at his earned ddire, numbered the ^fleeting ^minutes 
that remained, and pronounced that his life could not exceed two or three ftours, 
'he received : -the intelligence with avowed fatisfaftion, and looking fervently up to 
'heaven, added, " Weil 4 my God, I confent with all my heart ! " ? The prediction 
was verified by the event, and he expired foon after, in the "forty-fecond year, of 
'his age, and on the very day that he had completed the thirty-third of his reign. 
In eltimating -his character, on feveral occafions his perfonal courage fhone forth 
with fuperior luftre ; but though jealous of his authority, he reluftantly yielded 
to the afcendancy of Richelieu : and the epithetof Juft, which he attained, was 

frequently impeached by his feverity, and fometimes by his cruelty, 
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AV D. 1643;] THE will of Lewis the Thirteenth, during his life, had been 
continually, oppofed, and after his death it was openly violated ; his refolution of 
eftabliihing a council of regency was inftantly rejeded j and his widow y Anne of 
Auftriai by an arret in the parliament of Parrs, was inverted with unlimited 

fhe foon refigned herfelf to the influence of cardinal Mazariri, a native 

his political knowledge and addrefs 



powers ; 

of the little town of Pifcina, in theAbruzzo 

•had introduced him. to. the confidence of Richelieu j : and : he now acquired that 
afcendancy over the mind of his royal miftrefs, as Richelieu had maintained over 
her deceafed confort, • : 

Lewis the Fourteenth,, the luftre of whofe reign; afterwards attached to his name 
the envied appellation of Great, had not yet completed his fifth year, and the 
Kingdom was left involved in a bloody and extenfive war with the houfe of Auf- 
tria- — but the fituationof Europe was favourable to the defigris of France. The 
kingdom of Portugal had fhaken off the Spanifli yoke, and eftabliflied the duke 
of Bxaganza, as John the Fourth, on the throne — the Catalans ftill difplayed the 
banner of revolt— the united provinces had been cherifhed and protected by Kenry 
the Fourth and Lewis the Thirteenth — the fceptre of Sweden was in the hands of 
Ghriftina y the celebrated, but eccentric daughter of the great Guftavus, and her 
generate ftill maintained in war the glory of their country— while, in England,, 
Charles the Firft, inheriting from his father his fatal and lofty ideas of royal pre- 
rogative,, had already kindled the flame of civil war throughout that ifland* \. 

Lewis of Bourbon, duke of Enguien, fon to the prince of Conde;, had been 
appointed to the command of the French forces on the frontiers of Flanders, 
previous to the death of Lewis the Thirteenth on intelligence of that event, he. 
determined to attack the army of Spain, engaged in the fiegeof Rocroi— the re- 
monftrances of marefchal de. l'Hopital were overborne by his ardour — and in the 
execution of his defignj. the fire of youth, was united with {kill and. judgment, 
fcarce to be found in age. The Spanifh infantry,, till then deemed invincible, was 

toroken by his impetuous charge y the , count of Fuentes, who commanded.it, pe- 
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jifhed . on the fidd — nine thoufand; flaughtered enemies, and twenty . pieces of 
,cannon, attefted the decihve.vi&ory of France, and ufhered in the dawning glory 
of her general. • . . ■ ' / 

A. D. 1643, 1 644-3 Thionville, on the banks of the Mofelle, had excited' 
the defires, and awed, the afpiring genius of Richelieu j it now yielded to the arms 
:of the duke of Enguien, who rapidly traverfed the Rhine, and advanced to 
avenge the death of the count of Guebriant, who had glorioufiy fallen in the 
fuccefsful fiege of . Rotwil. , The Imperialifts :had availed^ themfelv.es of the fate of 
•that general, and the dilfenfions of his fucceffors in command, by /the total defeat 
of the French near Tudelingen— but this difgrace was effaced by the valour and 
( lkill of the, duke of Enguien, who. attacked and forced the Imperial army; under 
the walls ef Fribourg ; general Merci, though vanquiftied, ftill maintained his 
reputation, and, by his! . retreat, extorted the admiration of his adverfary; who* 
.fwept with his viftorious troops' Philipfburgh and Mentz, Worms and Oppenheim, . 
with, the forts along the courfe ,of . the Rhine. 

A. Dy 1645, 1 646.3 ; In Flanders, the duke of Orleans reduced Gravelines, , 
Mardyke, and Cotitrai ; but the marefchal de la Mothe Houdancourt was defeated : 
in Catalonia; and; the vidtory of Tortenfoii, the Swedifh general, over the Impe- 
rialifts at Tabor, was more than balanced by the furprife of marefchal Turenne at 
,Mariendal : . this difgrace, the greateft that ever befel that celebrateted commander, , 
fummoned once more the duke of Enguien to the frontiers of Germany. The 
laurels which Merci had fo lately acquired, were torn from his brow in the plains 
of Nordlingen ; but the indignant hero fcorned to furvive defeat, and he obtained . 
a glorious death, which even the vi&or could not but envy ; three. thoufand Im- 
perialifts periihed on the field with their general ; two thoufand acknowledged, in 
.captivity, the fuperior fortune of the duke of Enguien ; who,, after adding Dun- 

.kirk to the dominions of France, returned . to the capital to reftore his health . 
.ihaken by fatigues, and to meditate new triumphs;. 

A. D. 1647.3 But his fplendid career of glory, inftead of exciting the grati- 
tude, had awakened the jealoufy of the court ; and, by the envy of Mazarin, he 
was detached into Catalonia with 'a feeble and ill-provided army. The death of 
his father had devolved on him the title of prince of, Conde, and the admiration of 
the public had annexed to it the epithet of Great; but his flender force allowed him 
not on that theatre to, rival his former a&ions ; and he was compelled to > retire 
.from the walls of Lerida, which 1 had been fucceflively and ineffectually affaulted 
by the marefchal de la Mothe Houdancourt, and the count of Grammont. 

A. D.. 1647,' 1648. J* Naples had revolted againft the authority of Spain,* and; 

.was long defended by the duke of Guife, the laft prince of that branch of Lor- 

rain, and who was inferior. to his anceftors in fortune alone. In Germany the.' 

marefchal Turenne, in-- conjunction with the Swedes, defeated the Imperial generals- 
Melander and Montecuculli ; his fuccefs influenced .Spain to acknowledge the.: 

united provinces as free .and'.independent ftates j ; - and by a fecond treaty fubferibedi 
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;at Murifter, the emperor, alarmed' at the progrefs of the Swedes, who had in- 
sulted and plundered part of Prague, cohfented to purchafe peace by ceding to 
-France the bifhoprics of Metz, Toul and Verdun, with his pretenfions to Pignero!, 
IBrifac, and Alface ; he permitted that crown alfo to retain a garrifon in Philipf. 
:burgh and Pomerania, conceflions flill more liberal and important. 

A. D. .1648.3 Philip the Fourth, by his treaty with the Dutch, had deprived 

France of an important ally, and had delivered himfelf from a ftubbornand per- 
severing enemy. He now renewed, with increafe of vigour, his operations in 

Flanders, where the prince of Conde had refumed the command. That general 
inverted and reduced Ypres ; and the archduke Leopold, to balance this acquifi- 

tion, affaulted and carried Coutrai, pofiefled himfelf of Furnes, and laid fiege to 

-Lens ; to the relief of that place the prince of Conde advanced, and had the mor- 
tification of beholding it furrendered in his view. But this tranfient difgrace was 
.effaced by a viftory the moil fplendid and decifive ; " My friends, remember 
*" Rocroi, Fribourg, and Nordlingen," was hisfliortbut animating addrefs j and 
.the fuperior numbers of the Spaniards were broken by the charge of a hero, and 
the enthufiaftic confidence of his followers ; five thoufand perifhed on the field, 
three thoufand became prifoners, and the archduke himfelf with difficulty efcaped 
thepurfuitof thevi&ors. r / 

But while France triumphed in her own fucceffes and thofe of her allies, the 
.moment approached, doomed to fhake her power and glory to the foundation by 
the rage of contending factions. Though Mazarin had affefted moderation in his 
:Condu£t, and banifhed that pomp in which Richelieu had involved himfelf, yet his 
^idminiftration was far from acceptable to the public. As a foreigner, they re- 
garded him with jealoufy ; and the taxes that the profufion or the neceffities of 
the government compelled him to impofe, converted that paffion into hatred. The 
parliament of Paris refufed to regifter the edifts for the new imports ; and the 
court, to enforce its authority, arrefted Blancmenil, the prefident, and the coun- 
sellor BroufTel. Thi* violent ftep was the fignai of inftant fedition. The barrica- 
des .of the league were immediately revived — all Paris was in arms — and the 
fafely of the queen was only to be fecuredby the releafeof the prifoners. 

A. D. 1649.7I But the regent and her minifter nourifhed in their bofoms a 
lively refentmentof the infult — from the caprice and fury of a feditious multitude, 
ihey efcaped with the infant king to the royal refidence of St. Germains— they 
were accompanied by the duke of Orleans — and the queen foon fummoned to her 
defence the vittor^of Rocroi, Fribourg, Nordlingen and Lens. The adverfe fattion, 
who affumed the name of the Fronde, and maintained poffeffion of the capital, , 

were infpired by the genius and intriguing fpirit of the coadjutor, afterwards the 
cardinal of Retz, who, with the habit of a prieft, difplayed a difpofition fuited 
to camps and courts.;, and licentious in his manners and profligate in his morals, 
acquired an afcendancy over the minds of the people, without condefcending to 

ihrow a veil over his .vices, or employing .the popular pretext of religion. 
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Ardent in the caufe they had efpoufed, the parliament foon eitablifhed a revenue 
for the fupport of the war — and the citizens with pleafure, deluded by the name o£ 
freedom, fubmitted to taxes far more burthenfome than thofe that had excited 
their clamours — the prince of Conti, envious of the fame of his brother the 
prince of Conde, with the dukes of Longueville, Bouillon, and Beaufort, devoted, 
themfelves to the fervice of the parliament. Troops were levied with diligen 
and the coadjutor himfelf raifed a regiment, which from his titular archbifhopric 
was called the regiment of Corinth — the zeal of the Parifians lavifhly fupplied 
them with money, the finews of war — while theroyalifts experienced" the fevereft 
diftrefs, and the queen was reduced to pledge the jewels of the crown to alleviate 
,the neceflities of her court. 

But that court was ftill formidable from the renown and abilities of the prince 
of Conde ; with an army of fcarce eight thoufand foldiers, he blocked up a 
city that contained five hundred thoufand citizens ; and though the marefchai 
Turenne was allured by the charms of the duchefs of Longueville to embrace 
the oppofite party, yet his military talents but little availed Jiim, when only 
Jeconded by an undifciplined rabble. At length the leaders on each fide obtained 
the particular obje&s of their avarice or ambition; the public good was buried 
in ftudied filence ; the ftorm for a moment washulhed .j and the court returned 
to the deferted capital* 

The tempeft of civil difcord which had been felt in France, affli&ed England 
with uncommon violence; that ifland prefented a new and folemn fpe£tacle;a 
fovereign was arraigned before the tribunal of his fubje&s ; and the unhappy 
.Charles was condemned to atone with his life for the violation of the laws of 
.his country. He expired on a fcaffold ; his children were driven ,into exile ; 
and a fuccefsful ufurper, erecting himfelf on the ruins of the conftitution under 
the title of prote&or, ruled England with abfolute fway. 

A. D. 1650, 1651.3 But in France, the enthufiaftic flame of freedom, which 
had glowed in the bofoms of the Englifh, was ftill unknown.; that .people in- 
deed again relumed their arms, and turned their fwords againft each others but 
.the chiefs not ^infrequently ranged themfelves under the banner of fome cele- 
brated beauty ; and the prince of Conde, and the coadjutor de -Retz, as caprice 
or intereft di&ated, fupported the cardinal Mazarin. The court alternately 
./abdicated or occupied the capital.: and the princes of Conde and Conti, with the 
duke of Longueville, were at length the viftims of their adverfaries artifices.; 
.they were fuddenly arrefted and conveyed to the*caftle of Vincennes; the giddy 
populace, who had regarded their fate with indifference., in ■ lefs than a year 
vented their difcontent in loud and opprobrious clamours,; and Mazarin, who 
;had caufed their imprifonment, was reduced to .releafe them in ^perfon, and to 
feek flicker himfelf in banifhment from the rage of the multitude. 

/During: the'fe conVulfions of the ftate, * Lewis the Fourteenth had attained the 
age fixed for his afluming the reins of government, and his majority was folemn- 
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iy declared in parliament; but he was ftill influenced by the counfels of his 

mother, and feemed to inherit. her fond partiality for Mazarin- The .prince of 
Conde, fenfible of the implacable refentment of the queen, quitted Paris to arm 
in his fupport the provinces of Guienne, Poitou, and i\hjou ; and to ally him- 
felf with the very Spaniards, on whofe defeat he had founded his martial glory ; 
while the cardinal, at the head of an army levied at his own expence and de- 
moted to his fefvice, refumed his former ftation, and menaced the deftru&ion of 
Ms enemies - 

The parliament ftill regarded that minifter with peculiar deteftation, and-even 
^publicly *fixed a price on his head ; but with an inconfiftency which chara£ler~ 
ifed their proceedings, they alfo declared the prince of Conde an enemy to the 
•ft&te.. While they -exhorted the forces that the duke of Orleans had raifed to 
march agairift the former, they ftricfly prohibited any part of the public revenue 

•from .being diverted to their fubfiftence ; their refolutions had at length fallen 

into contempt, and the rival factions difdaining their mediation, prepared to 

terminate their differences by thefword. Conde, in league with the Spaniards, 
appeared -in the field againft the king; and the marefchal Turenne, who had 
returned to his allegiance, avowed himfelf the champion of the court. 

Near the banks of the Loire the hoftile armies -regarded with a jealous eye 
each other's motions ; when the prince, who had traverfed in difguife, and 
through the ports of his adverfafies, the extent of country from Agen to the 
foreft of Orleans, joined his forces and immediately prepared to improve the 
confidence and boldnefs with which his pfeience had infpired them. He at- 
tacked that divifion of the royal army which was polled at Bleneau, under the 
command of the marefchal dTiocquincourt, and in a moment their ranks were 

broken by his impetuous charge. The panic in an inftant communicated itfelf 
from the camp to the court ; and the minifter propofed to fave the king by 
flight, and to convey him privately to Bourges. But thisdifgraeeful expedient 

was averted by the fkill and conftancy of rhe marefchal Turenne. With the 
•remnant of his army he availed himfelf of every favourable inequality of ground, , 
reftored the finking fpirits of the great, and confirmed in their allegiance the 

wavering multitude; Paris indeed received the vrftor with loud acclamations 5 
but his popularity was tranfient ; the coadjutor, now become cardinal of Retz, 
no longer the idol of the people, governed with abfolute fwaythe mind of the 
duke of Orleans, and ftimulated that prince to offer himfelf to the citizens as 

the competitor of Conde. The commanding genius that diftinguifhed the latter 
in the field, could ilMoop to the cabals of a fa&ion ; the duke of Lorraine, 

°who had promifed to join his arms, was -bribed to defert his caufe by Mazarin ; 
his troops were already enervated by the pleafures of the capital ; and with fecret 
fatisfa&ion he liftened to the approach' of Turenne, whofe appearance again fum- 
nioned him to the proper theatre of his glory. 
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In the fuburbs of Saint &ntbine the martial train pf ; the . prince was:eh.com- 
paffed. and oppreffed :by the fuperior ;jvu mber«s pf .the royalifts. From a neigh- 
bouring, eminence the king beheld the .unequal conflict in which the .blood of ;his 
nobleft fubje&s was fhed.; but the citizens :of Paris -affeftedto inaintain a.perfed 
neutrality, :and fhut their gates .againft each party; the duke of Orleans, with 
the cardinal de Retz, fecLuded himfelf in 'his palace- of /Luxemburgh ; when: at 
length mademoifelle, the daughter of that prince* taking ■ the part of Conde, 
whom her father dared not aflift, ordered the gates to be opened for the wounded, 
arid had the boldnefsrto fire the cannon of the Baftile upon the king?s troops, 
The royal army retired ; hut .mademoifelle rruined herieif for ever with the king 
her .coufin, by this imprudent violence, and the cardinal Mazarin, .who .knew 
the great defire flie had toiefpoufe a crowned head, obferved upon this occafion 
that, " -diofe.cannon.had killed :her hufbarid." 

A. D. 1652.] Soon after this a&ion the prince of Conde retired from a. capi- 
tal difgu'fted by his violence and haughty demeanor. The parliament declared 
the duke of Orleans lieutenant-general of the kingdom, and ftill:breathed the 
Jame ipirit of animofity -towards Mazarin. The court, weary of their inceflant 
labours, confented in appearance to give-up that minifter ; he was commanded 
lo retire to Bouillon ; and no fooner was the intelligence of his exile conveyed 
•to Paris, : than the citizens;of their own accord fent deputies to invite the king 
:.to return to that city ; he entered it amidft the acclamations of the inhabitants, 
and by the fudden turn of popular favour beheld himfelf firmly feated .on. his 
throne. The firft exercife of his authority was to banifh the duke of Orleans 
•:to Blois, who there clofed the remnant of an inglorious life. The cardinal de 
Retzwas alfo arretted, .and conveyed from prifon to.prifon : while the prince of 
Conde, preffed by the marefchal Turenne, abandoned in France by almoft all his 
4 partifans, and feebly fupported by the Spaniards, waged an unfuccefsful war on 
the frontiers of Champagne. 

A. D. 1653.] The calm which the kingdom enjoyed, had been the refult of 
the banifhment of Mazarin. Yet fcarcely was he expelled by the general voice 
oi the -French nation, and by the .royal declaration, than he was recalled by 
ithe king ; and to his infinite furprife entered .Paris once more in full power,. and 
without the leaft diflurbance. The king received him as a father, and the people 
as a mailer; but the cardinal, amidft the fatisfa&ion of his change, could not 
reprefs his contempt of the national levity. The parliament, who had before 
ifet a price upon his head^as a. public robber, now dfent deputies to compliment 
him y and foon after palled fentence of death for contumacy on the prince of 
Conde, whom fo lately they had honoured as their ally, and even declared;gene- • 
ral of their forces.- 

* The minifter applied himfelf with vigour to extinguifli the fparks of revolt, 
fin Burgundy, Belegarde was defended for the prince of Conde, by th<e count of 

tfJoutevilie^ afterwards fo - celebrated as marefchal JLuxemburg. »It :was attacked 
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• with rival ardour by the duke d'Epernon, at the head of a royal army j yet the 
governor confented not to furrender till a practible breach was made, and then 
obtained honourable conditions. Brouage and Oleron were purchafed from the. 
count of Oignon ; the prince of Conti, and the duchefs of Longueville capitu- 
lated in Bourdeaux — and the garrifon under the command of the count of Mar- 

: fin was permitted to march out and join the prince of .Conde. 

A. D. 1654.] That prince, in conjunction with the archduke on the fide of 

• the Netherlands, laid fiege to Arras ; but marefchal Turenne, after polfefling 
himfelf of Stenai, advanced to the relief of the former town, and forced the 
lines of the befiegers ; the Spaniards were routed with bloody flaughter ; but the 
prince of Conde (till maintained the honour of his name amidfl defeat. With 
two regiments alone he prote&ed the fugitives, and repuifed marefchal d'Hocqin- 

• court ; the king of Spain acknowledged his fervices in a fhort and expreflive 
-letter — I heard that all was loft, and that you faved all." 

The power of the minifter each day increafed j the prince of Conti fought his 
alliance, and obtained the hand of his niece; and the cabals of the parliament 
•were broken by the refolution of Lewis. England, whom moft he dreaded, 
was ruled by Cromwell, under the title of protestor ; and who after humbling 
the pride of • Holland, meditated to defpoil Spain of her tranfmarine pofleflions 
while in Sweden, the celebrated queen Chriftiana rofigned her throne to her 
couiin Charles Guftavus, and fought in the fhade of private life, that happinefs 

which her turbulent and reftlefs difpofition would never permit her to enjoy. 

A. D. 1655.] Landreci and Quefnoi were reduced by the marefchal Turenne, 
and a road was opened by thefe acquifitions into the Spanifh Netherlands. The 
Mdnginperfon beheld the fuccefsfui fiege of Saint Guillain and the Spaniards 

• were compelled, by the marquis Merinville to retire from the walls of Solfonna. 
. their fleet was defeated before Barcelona, by that of France, commanded by the 
duke of Vendofme. But even thefe fucceifes afforded not that fatisfa&ion to Ma* 
zarin, as the treaty he foon after concluded with the protedtor of England. 
.. That great and profperous ufurper was equally courted and dreaded by all Eu- 
rope ; yet his political judgment has been impeached by pofterity, when he pre- 
i ferred the alliance of France to that of Spain. But Lewis purchafed the friend- 
, fliip of. his new ally by a conceflion the moft ignominious, which the magnanimity 
of his maturer years would have difdained, and which muft folely be imputed to 
« the more iftbtle, but lefs honourable policy of his Italian minifter. Charles the 
Second, .and his brother the duke of . York, both fons to the late king of Eng- 
land, who had expired on the fcaftbld, and confequently the grandfons of Henry 

.the Fo.urfh of France,: were compelled, at the imperious voice of ^Cromwell, to 
quit that kingdom, and to feek an afylum in the dominions of Spain. 

; A. D. 16.56^ ..'But if the honour of France fufFered from diminution 1 in thus 

; withdrawing her prbte&ion from the unfortunate, the advantage to her arms was 

.^brilliant .and important.. ..Marefchal Turenne, with the marefchal de la Forte, had 



1658] LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 37$ 

invefted Valenciennes, and experienced the fame reverfe of fortune as had befallen 
Conde before Arras. That -prince, feConded by don John of Auftria, forced 
the marefchai de la Forte's lines, took him prifoner, and relieved .Valenciennes. 
Turenne performed what Conde had done before on a fimilar defeat ; Tie fa veil 
the routed army, made head, every where againft the vittors, and in lefs than a 
month afterwards laid fiegeto and carried the town of la Capelle. 

A. D. 1657.] But the treaty with England afifured . Turenne of a decided fu- 
periority ; Cromwell engaged to fend fix thoufand infantry into Flanders, on con- 
dition that the French fhould attempt the redu&ion of Mardyke, Gravelines, or 
Dunkirk, all of which had been recovered by Spain during the late civil commo- 
tions, and deliver into his hands which ever place was fooneft taken j while the 
marefchai awaited the arrival of this reinforcement, he endeavoured by furprife to 
make himfelf mafterof Cambrai 5 he had fcarce encompaffed the walls, when the 
prince of Conde, at the head of two thoufand horfe, penetrated through the ar,- 
my of the befiegers, and having routed every thing that attempted to flop him, 
threw himfelf into the town. The marefchai no longer perfifted in the hopelefs 
enterprife, but directed his march towards St. Quintin to meet the Englifli axilia- 
ries ; ftrengthened by this reinforcement, he fucceffively reduced Montmedi and 
St. Venant, raifed the fiegeof Ardres, and concluded the campain with the tak- 
ing of Mardyke, .which, according to the late treaty, was delivered into the 
hands of Cromwell. 

■ A. D. 1658.] Early in the fpring the armies refumed their hoftile ope- 
rations, which had been fufpended by the inclemency of the winter, The~re- 
monftrances of Cromwell commanded the acquiefcence of Mkzarin -> and Turen- 
ne was ordered to inveft the town of Dunkirk. The port was already blocked 
up by an Englilh fquadron, and fix thoufand of the infantry of that nation joined 
the:French camp. The prince of Conde and don John of Auftria aflembled all 
their forces, and prefented themfelves before the city, to raife the fiege. Turenne 
quitted his lines to encounter the enemy ; and the prince of Conde, who was not 
allowed the difpofition of that^day, turned to the Englifli duke of Gioucefter, who 
had accompanied him, and alked him, if he had ever feen a battle loft : the reply 
was in the negative : <c then," faid the prince, " you will fee one ■ now." The 
evdnt juftified his difcernment ; the French and Englifli charged witlrrival valour j 
the Spaniards were broken on every fide-; and the prince of -Conde, who^had 
difplayed in the battle the moft heroic • courage, prefer ved the fame • undaunted 
countenance in defeat : the troops under his immediate command ; were ftill formt 
dable, . and effetted their retreat in tolerable order, but the reft of the Spariifh ar- 
my was chaced to the gates of Fumes, and above 1 nine thoufand of the "veteran 

-foldiers of Spain are fuppofed to have fallen in the aftion and purfuit. 

Dunkirk, though now destitute of- the moft diftant hope of fuccour, 'ftill;rejefl:- 

edtthe fummon&of Turenne* .and furrendered not till ten days after the battles; 
the: garrifon matched out with ali the, honours of war, ^and 'Lewis "entered in tri- 
^uriph theproftratexity:; but hevwasfoon compelled to deliver it up to LockharV 

'Vol* IIL 4© 
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Cromwell's ambaflador ; and the reluctance of Mazarin was vafiquifhed by the 
refolution and menaces of the prote&or of England. 

This was the laft and mod important acquifirion of that great and fuccefsful 
ufurper — who, without any eminent qualities of body, or fhining talents of mind r 
without fortune or illuftrious birth, fubverted one of the mod ancient and bed 
eftablifhed monarchies in the world— brought to trial and executed his fovereign — 

compelled the royal family to feck their fafety in exile — and reduced to fubjection 

three powerful and difcontented nations. In the laft moments the illufions of fa- 
naticifm, which had been fo confpicuous in his infant grandeur, ftill prevailed — 
and he rejefted the fatal predictions of his phyficians, while his chaplains buoyed 
up his hopes with the affurances of a longer exiftence. His dying breath bequeathed 
bis power to his eldeft fon, Richard, who immediately afiumed the title of pro- 
tettor, and was acknowledged by the court of France. 

MarefchaL Turenne, on the furrender of Dunkirk, turned his arms againfl 
Furnes and Dixmude — thefe foon yielded to his vi&orious affaults — the Spanifh 
forces, divided in garrifon towns, would probably have been fwept away by the 
torrent of his fortune, had not his career been checked by the indifpofition of his 
fovereign — but no fooner was the health of Lewis reftored, than thofe intrigues 
which had already agitated the court, vanquifhed into air, and Turenne was per- 
mitted to fweil the long lift of his conquefts — Oudenarde and Menin opened their 
gates after a faint refiftance — the marefchal de la Forte was detached to inveft 
Gravelines, and Turenne himfelf covered with his army the operations of the 
fiege- The colours of France were foon difplayed from the walls — the prince of 

Ligne was encountered and routed by the rival of Conde — and Ypre's fubmitted to 

the vi&or, and received a French garrifon. 

In Italy the current of fuccefs flowed, though not with equal rapidity, in favour 
of France. The duke of Mantua, who endeavoured to ftem the tide as the ally 
of Spain, was happy in being admitted to a neutrality. Trin, in the marquifate of 
Montferrat, was taken by the marquis of Villa ; and Mortare, in the Miianefe 5 
furrendered to the duke of Modena, who furvivedhis conqueft but a few days. 

Ferdinand, the third emperor of Germany, had, during the various events of 
war, funk into the grave; and the ambition of Mazarin afpired to place the Im- 
perial crown on the head of Lewis- The marefchal Grammont was difpatched for 
this purpofe to the diet ; but the cardinal was foon convinced of the futility of his. 
chimerical expectations. After an interval of above a year, the electors railed to 
the throne Leopold, the fon of the late emperor j but the policy of France em- 
braced the opportunity to confirm the treaty of Munfter, and.to attain to her intereft 
feveral of the independent princes of Germany. 

A. D. 1659.] The rigour of winter, which had fufpended -the hoftile enter- 
prifes of the crowns of Spain and France, had revived in the -breads of their re- 
fpe&ive minifters the defire of peace. The fuccefs of Turenne. in the Spanifh 
^Netherlands had alarmed the former j and Mazarin was intent on fecuring the 

■ 

* 
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tranquillity c£ the people by the marriage of the king. It has been afferted, that 
from the affe&ion of Lewis to the niece of the cardinal, he had at one time raifed 
his hopes to a royal alliance — but the haughty fpirit of the queen-mother foon ex- 
ttnguiflied the vain idea, and the daughter of the king of Spain and the princefs 
of Savoy next prefented themfelves to his view ; he therefore liftened with pleafure *> 
to the pacific overtures of Don Lewis de Haro, who governed Philip the Fourth : 
with the fameabfolute authority as he hhnfelf ruled Lewis. 

A ceflation of arms was immediately agreed upon ; and in the Ifle of Pheafants, , 
on the frontiers of the two kingdoms, Mazarin and Don Lewis de Haro appeared 
as the reprefentatives of their relpective fovereigns. A confiderable time was con-- 
fumed in defputes about prefulency ; but the Spaniard maintained his equality, 
and refufed to yield to the dignity of the cardinal, or to the fuperior pretentions of . 
France ; their conferences were at length begun, and after four months, were con- - 
eluded by the celebrated treaty of Pyrenees- By this treaty Lewis was to receive ■ 
the hand of the infanta with five hundred thoufand gold crowns — Alfaceand Rou- 
fillon were confirmed to him — but he folemnly renounced every fucceffion that 
might accrue to him in right of his fpoufe — and to Charles the Fourth he reflored 
the duchy of Lorrain — to Spain the cities of St. Omer, Ypres, Menin, and Oude- - 
narde — and he confented to pardon the prince of Conde. . Philip, on his fide, , 
extended alfo his clemency to the revolted Catalans — relinquifhed Verceil to the 
duke of Savoy — Reggio to the duke of Modena — his whole territories to the duke 
of Monaco — and to the duke of Newburgh the city of Juliers, which for feveral : 
years paft had been fequeftered in the hands of the houfe of Auftria. . 

A. D. 1659, 1660. J Charles of England had prefented himfelf at the Pyrenees 
to implore the affiftance of the cardinal and Don Lewis de Haro — the former re- 
fufed even to fee him, and pleaded the alliance of France with the Englifh com- 
monwealth — but the latter received him with that generous civility peculiar to his 
nation* Even the offer of Charles to marry the niece of the cardinal was reje&ed 
with cold politenefs. The condition of that monarch to all the world feemed def- 
perate— his friends had been baffled in every attempt for his fervice ; the fcaffold . 
had often ftreamed with the blood of his mod attive adherents ; their fpirits were : 
broken by tedious imprifonments ; their eftates were overwhelmed by fines and • 
confiscations. But amidft all thefe gloomy profpe&s, foitune, by a furprifing 
revolution, brought that about which the minifters of France and Spain might 

have had the honour of undertaking. Richard Cromwell, of a gentle, humane, , 
and generous difpofition, was incapable of maintaining his dominion by fanguinary . 
xneafures ; he figned his own difmiflion ; and with a moderate fortune extended «" 
his peaceful and quiet life to an extreme old age. The committee of fafety, who - 
had ufurped the authority that he had abdicated, were hated and defpifed ; they 

were relu&antly compelled to reftore the parliament which they had diffolved ; the 
nation, wearied by contending faftions, impatiently .looked to the refloration of. 
the ancient conftitu don j their wifhes were feconded by the loyal declarations of r 
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general Monk, who, with the government of Scotland, commanded an affection- 
ate and welUdifciplined army. Charles was invited to mount the throne of hvs 
anceftors ; he landed at Dover, took pofleflion of his kingdom without the effufion 
of blood, and entered his capital amidft the unanimous acclamations of the inha- 
bitants. 

The duke of Orleans, the uncle of Lewis, had expired at Blois, but little 
noticed, and not at all regretted ; his death did not interrupt the preparations for 
the marriage of the king of France : that monarch advanced to Saint Jean de Luz 
to receive the hand of his bride ; the royal pair returned to Paris, and in their 
triumphal entry into that city difplayed a magnificence before unknown j but 
though on this occafion the cardinal indulged the national tafte for fplendour, in 
every other refpeft he narrowly circumfcribed the expences of the king, and 
Lewis was often reduced to requeft the loan of that wealth, with which the coffers 
of his minifter overflowed. 

A. D. 1 66 1.] In the filent acquifition of riches, the cardinal had now reached 
the period which permitted him no longer to enjoy them. The treaty of Vincenns 
with the duke of Lorrain, and which, in fome meafure towards that prince, fof- 
:tened that of Pyrenees, was the Iaft aft of hisadminiftration j nine days afterwards 
he expired j and his concern for his wealth was Hill apparent in the laft moments 
of his life. By a deed of gift he refigned his riches to the king ; . and his difcsrn- 
ment was juftified by the magnanimity of Lewis, who immediately reftored the 
Inftrument. Though, perhaps, that monarch but little regretted the lofs of a 
minifter, whofe yoke fat heavy on his fhoulders, yet early taught to diffemble, he 
affumed the external marks of forrow, and even honoured his memory by the 
compliment of wearing mourning. 

- The adminiftration and talents of Mazarin have been compared with thofe of 
Richelieu ; but thofe commanding features which diftinguiflied the latter, are in 
vain to be fought for in the former. Prudent, fubtle, and avaricious, he rather 
endeavoured to footh than to command ; to deceive than to vanquifh; and the 
love of glory either exifted not in his bcfom, or was loft in his infatiate thirft of 
gold. That immenfe hoard was foon afterwards diffipated by the follies and prodi- 
gality of the marquis of Meilleraie, who had efpoufed his favourite daughter Hor- 
tenfia Mancini, and affumed the title of duke of Mazarin ; while Hortenfia 
herfelf, banifhed from the bed and country of her hufband, long fubfifted in 
England on a penfion allowedher by the liberality of Charles the Second. 

On the death of Mazarin, Lewis the Fourteenth prepared to throw off 
thofe (hackles which the afcendancy of the minifter had impofed, and hereafter 
to affume not only the enfigns of royalty, but the duties of a king. The officers 
of ftate, who little expected that a young prince only in his twenty third year, 
would limit the purfuit of his pleafures, to fuftain the toils of government, im- 
patiently enquired whom they were to apply to ? They were equally furprifed and 
difappointed, when Lewis anfwered, "to me.j" their aftonifhment ftill -increafed 
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when they found him perfevere. He had confulted his own ftrength, and made 
a trial in fecret of his capacity for government ; his refolution once taken, he 
maintained it to the lafl moment of his life ; he appointed bounds to the power 
of every minifter ; obliged him to give an account of every thing at certain 
hours ; reftored order to the finances, and eftabliihed difcipline among the 
troops. 

In his tranfa&ions with foreign ftates, he afferted the dignity of his crown 
with jealous vigilance ; the ambaffador of Spain at the court of London, had on 

a public entry difputed the way with that of France ; but the firm remonftrances 
of Lewis extorted from Philip ample fatisfa&ion ; and the Spanifh monarch dif- 
patched the count of Fuentes with the important conceffion, " that the minifters 
" of Spain (hould no longer difpute the precedency with thofe of France." With 
the court of Rome he difplayed equal firmnefs. His ambaflador, the duke of 
Crequi, had been infulted, and even his carriage fired into by the guards of that 
city ; the king menaced to avenge the affront by arms ; and he compelled Alex- 
ander the Seventh, the Roman pontiff, to fatisfy his honour, by ere&ing a pillar 
in Rome, expreffing the injury and reparation, 

A. D. 1 66 1, 1667.] The fatisfa&ion that he derived from thefe events was 
encreafed by the birth of a fon ; and the fecurity of his kingdom was augmented 
by the purchafe of Dunkirk. Charles the Second, whofe adverfity had not taught 
him oecoiiomy, was reduced by his profufion to part with that important place, 
and Lewis obtained it at the price of four hundred thoufand pounds. He im- 
mediately employed thirty thoufand men to fortify it by land and fea ; and 
dug a large bafon between the town and the citadel, capable of containing 
feveral men of war. He extorted foon after the flrong hold of Marfal from 
the duke of Lorrain. He fecretly fupported the crown of Portugal againft that 

of "Spain ; but though the king of England offered to abandon to him all the' 
Spanifh low countries^ provided he would fuffer him to purfue his advantages^ 
over the Dutch, Lewis reje&ed the propofal, which would have rendered Charles 
fovereign of the feas j yet the affiflance he could on that element afford his 

allies, the Hollanders, was feeble and unworthy of his greatnefs ; but his fuccours 

by land were more effectual and honourable ; and his arms proteded them from 
the martial and enterprifing bifhop of Munfter, whom the gold of England, had 
allured to invade the United Provinces. 

A. D- 1667.] The peace of Breda reconciled the contending powers, but 
reflored not for a moment the tranquility of Europe. The flame of war was kept 
alive by the pretenfions and ambition of the French monarch; In the filent 
lapfe of fix years he had replenifhed his coffers, created a naval 'force, aug- 
mented his armies, and provided large magazines and an immenfe quantity of 
military ft ores. The two minifters who principally fhared his confidence were 
Colbert and Louvois* The • former in the .finances, rivalled the fame and abli- 
-Vol, III. 4^E : 1 " • 
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ties of the duke of Sully ; .the latter firft difplayed to Europe the means of fub- 
fifting large armies at a diftance by magazines. The prince of Conde, and the 
marefchal Turenne were Hill in the vigour of their life ; and France might juftly 

boaft the proud fuperiority of her ftatefmen and her generals. 

A. D.i 668.3 Anne of Auftria, the queen-mother, who no longer retained 
her influence over the mind of her fon, had funk unnoticed into the grave ; the 
death of Philip of Spain was an event of more importance ; he left a fon, 
Charles the Second ; but the queen of France, the iflue of a former marriage, 
laid claim to a considerable province of the Spanifli monarchy, even to the ex- 
clufion of her brother. By the cuftom of fome parts of Brabant, a female of 
a firft marriage, was preferred to a male of the fecond ; and Lewis, in open 
violation of his folemn renunciation in the treaty of Pyrenees, prepared to vin- 
dicate the claim of his confort by amis. 

The king of France with an army of forty thoufand men, directed by Tu- 
renne, paid by Colbert, and amply fupplied by Louvois, burft into the defence- 
lefs provinces of Flanders — The towns without magazines, without fortifications,, 
and without garrifons, furrendered to Lewis as foon as he prefented himfelf be- 
• fore them — The banners of France were in an inftant difplayed from the walls 
of Athe, Tournay, Oudenarde, Courtrai, Charleroy, and Binche; Lifle alone 
maintained a refinance of nine days, and the king returned to Paris from a 
campaign, attended by the moft important acquifitions, but which in its progrefs 
rather refembled a party of pleafure than an hoftile expedition. 

A. D. 1669.] The reputation which Turenne had acquired in this enterprife, 
awakened the honourable jealoufy of the prince of Conde : The inclemency of, 
the feafon could not chill his martial ardour, and in the midft of winter he 
propofed to his fovereign the invafion of Franche Comte* That province, fitu* 
ated on the borders of Switzerland, under the prote&ion of the houfe of Auftria, 
enjoyed, its ancient privileges, and the honourable diftin&ion of a parliament; the 
inhabitants contented, though poor were awakened from their humble tranquility 
by the difcordant trumpet of war. Befancjon and Salins, the two ftrongeft 
towns, were inverted and reduced by the prince of Conde ; Lewis haftened to 
join his army, and laid liege to Dole ; in four days that city w r as compelled to 
open its gates ; and in three weeks the conquefl of the entire province was com- 
pletely atchieved. 

But the rapid fuccefs of Lewis had awakened the envy and the fears of his 
powerful neighbours. A triple league was formed by England, Holland, and 
Sweden, to prefcribe bounds to his ambition. The arbitration of fo formidable 
a confederacy could not be rejected. A negociation was immediately commenced,, 
and rapidly concluded.. By the peace of Aix la Chapelle, Lewis retained his 
acqufitions in- Flanders, but reftored Franche Compte to Spain ; though even 
by thefe conditions he gained an extenfive territory, fruitful and populous, yet 
he.eyer .after.harboured. a v . _d^ e P and implacable refentment againft the ftates ot 
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Holland, whofe deputies had difplayed at- the congrefs the proud and inflexible 
fpirit of- the republicans. 

A. D : 1670.] At the moment that monarch figned'. the treaty ■ of peace, he-. 

meditated new wars, and prepared to fatiate his revenge ; his firft attention was 
direfted 'to create a naval force ; and his orders were executed Jby the indefatigable 
induftry of Colbert and Louvois. The fea-ports, which had almoft funk into 
ruins, again ereCted their heads, were fortified with works which at once ferved 
for their ornament and defence, and were filled with fixty large men of war ready 
equipped for fea. The next objed of his councils was to detach the king of En- 
gland from his alliance with Holland. His brother the duke of Orleans had mar- 
ried the fitter of Charles, and the influence of that princefs was exerted over the . 
mind of the Englifli monarch; the neceffities of Charles feconded her arts ; the 
funis that his profufion demanded, and his parliament denied, were fupplied by 
Lewis ; and the king of England was prevailed upon to relinquifh the moft fettled 
maxims of honour and policy, and to fign engagements for the deftru&ion of 
Holland, with whom he had fo lately united himfelf to reprefs the ambition of 
France. 

A* D. 1670, 1671.] The fudden death of the du chefs of Orleans, who had 
negociated this alliance, and whofe fate was accompanied with fufpicions of poifon, , 
threw a gloom over the courts, but did not impede the preparations of the confe- 
derate monarchs. The liberality of Lewis extended itfelf to Sweden, and Charles 
the Eleventh fubfcribed the new league ; while the bifhop of Munfter, greedy of 
war and plunder, and naturally an enemy of the Dutch, readily concurred in the 
meafur.es concerted for their deftru£tion« 

* A. D. 1672.3 But if the alliances and armaments of Charles and Lewis were' 
formidable, the pretences they affigned. for their hoftile defigns were frivolous 
and contemptible. The former complained that the cuftomary honours had been , 
refufed to the Englifh flag, and that pictures injurious to the reputation of the 
Englifli had been encouraged ; the . latter maintained greater dignity, if undif- - 
guifed violence and injuftice can merit that appellation j he pretended that the 
behaviour of the Hollanders had been fuch that it did not confift with his glory 
any longer to bear. 

At the moment that -the United Provinces were menaced by fuch powerful ; 
enemies, they could derive but. little fatisfa&ion from the review of their domeftic 
fituation. Two factions at that time agitated the republic. The one headed by • 
John de Wit, grand penficmaryj a man equally .eminent for greatnefs of mind, 
for capacity, and for integrity, but who regarded withvjealoufy .the lead ftiadow 
of abfolute authority ; the other lefs attached to the exterior of liberty, defxrous 

of reftoring the ftadtholderfhip, and inverting the prince of Orange with the pofts . 
apd dignities of .his anceftors. . 
. Into this country burft Lewis the Fourteenth, at the head of an army formi- - 

dabte from its numbers and difcipline, but Hill more fo from the fkili and experi- - 
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ence of Turenne, Conde, Luxembourg, and Vauban. De Wit had expected his 
attack on the fide of Maeftricht, and provided that town accordingly ; but the 
king of France taking advantage of his alliance with Cologne, invaded the pro- 
vinces from that quarter. He pafied the Meufe at Nifat, poffeffed himfelf of 
Orfoi, reduced in four days Burik, Wefel, Emerik, and Rhimberg ; and preffed 
forwards to the Rhine. To all the other calamities of the Dutch, was added 
the extreme drought of the feafon, which diminiflied the greateft rivers ; the 
French cavalry, animated by the prefence of their fovereign, plunged into the 
ftream; a few Dutch regiments on the oppofite bank made but a feeble reiiftancej 
and the celebrated paflage of the Rhine, the fubjeft of fo much panegyric, was 
atchieved without danger and almoft without oppofition. 

Each fuccefs added courage to the conquerors, and ftruck the vanquifhed 
with difmay; and every hour brought intelligence of fome frefli acqufition. A 
lift of defencelefs cities that opened their gates on the appearance of an enemy, 
can afford neither inftru&ion nor entertainment to the reader. It will be fufficient 
to obferve, that in little more than a month three provinces, Guelderland, 
Overyffel, and Utrecht, were in the hands of Lewis; Groningen was threatened; 
Friezland lay expofed ; and the only difficulty that prefented itfelf was in Holland 
and Zealand. Conde and Turenne exhorted the king to difmantle, with a few 
exceptions, all the towns that he had taken, and prefs on to new coriquefts ; but 
Lewis liftened to the counfels of Louvois, who prevailed on him to ftrengthen 
his acquifitions with new fortifications ; a project which, by weakening the main 
army, proved fatal to his ambitious defigns* 

But at fea the Dutch maintained their former renown, and engaged with 
alacrity the combined fleets of two powerful nations — De Ruyter, their admiral, 
on this occafion acquired immortal honour, and acknowledged, that of two and 
, thirty a&ions which he had beheld, this combat was the mod obftinately dis- 
puted. The lofs fuftained by the two fleets was nearly equal j the approach 
of night at length fufpended the fury of the combatants ; and both retired to 
their refpe&ive harbours to repair the damages which they had fuffered. 

But the glory of de Ruyter could not infpire his countrymen to emulate 
his condutt by land ; the flates determined to implore the pity of the confede- 
rate monarch s ; but the conditions that Lewis prefcribed were little better than 
articles of flavery — All the towns on the other fide of the Rhine were to be 
ceded, with Nimeguen, and feveral in the heart of the provinces; the- Roman 
Catholic religion was every where to be eftablifhed, and a medal was annually 
'to be prefented to the French court, importing that the Kollanders retained their 
freedom by the moderation of Lewis. 

The indignation of the people at terms fo fatal, and difgraceful, broke out 
in open and violent feditions — Inftead of arming to meet the haughty conqueror, 
they difcharged their rage on their own unhappy minifter. The unfortunate 
De Wit, and his brother Cornelius, were torn to pieces by the frenzy of the 
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opulace ; the moft fhocking * indignities were exercifed on their, diTmembered 
imbs: and the united voice of the people inverted with the fole adminiftration 
William prince of Orange. \ : 

That prince, though only in the twenty Second year of his age, gave ftrong 

indications of all thofe great qualities by wnich his life was afterwards diftinguifh- 
ed. The whole teiior of his demeanour fuited extremely the genius of the peo- 
ple whofe councils he was called to direft. Silent and thoughtful, he poffeffeda 
ibund and fteady underftanding ; was firm in his refolution, and indefatigable in 

bufinefs '; and never fuftered pleafure to allure, or danger to intimidate ^him— His 
appointment once more animated the drooping fpirits of his countrymen j they 
refolved, if unable to maintain their freedom in Europe, to fly to: their 



fettlements in the Indies, and ereft a new republic in thofe remote regions. 
While, to check the prefent progrefs of the vi&or, they called to their affiftance 

that deftru&ive element ? againft which they had formerly fo diligently fortified 
themfelves; and opening the fluices, laid the adjacent country under water. 

Lewis had made his triumphal entry into Utrecht; but he now quitted a 
campaign in which the difficulties of war were encreafed, and the hopes of con- 
quift were diminifhed. He returned to his capital to enjoy the acclamations of 

his fubje&s for fuccefTes which he owed to the merit of his generals, or to the 
panic of his enemies. But already a confederacy was formed to : fet bounds to his 
afpiring ambition. Spain privately aflifted, and the emperor, openly fupported, 
the United Provinces*, Luxemburgh was difappointed in an attempt on xhz 
Hague, and the bifliop of 3 Munfter was repulfed from the wails of Groningen, 

A- IX 1673.] The enfuing year extended more widely the flames' of war* 
The emperor and Spain openly declared themfelves the allies of 'the Dutch,;, 
and the houfe of Auftria was now engaged to prote£l thofe ^provinces ;whidr 
xluring'fo many years (he had endeavoured to opprefs. De Ruyter .ftill main- 
tained his 'reputation at Tea,* and encountered in a fecohd s and indecifive action 
the combined fleets of France and England. . A' third that foon . after enfued,: 
though equally obftinate 'and bloody, ftill left the vi&ory doubtful.' ,B at -Lewis' 
at the^head of a numerous army inverted, and in a week reduced. Maeftricht.: 
The prince of Orange in return laid fiegeto Naerden ; and theUuccefs of that, 
enterprife ; confirmed ■ the confidence of his countrymen.; he immediately, after < 
dire&edhis march to join Montecuculli, the Imperial general, who on the banks of • 
the Rhine; was oppofed to Turenne ; the artful xondud; of that; commander 
eluded the penetration of the marefchal, and hefuddenlyiatdowri before Bonne;: 
Under the walls of that city he was joined by . the prince of Orangey iwhovwitiu 
Fimilar addrefs had "deceived and efcaped the -.vigilance -of the French* generals* 
Bonne foon furrendered to thteir combined arms ; feveral other .places in^the; 

eleftorate of Cologne fell into their /hands.; the- communication^between -Ersincei 

and the United Provinces was cut dflf ^ and Lewis was . obliged to recalrhis: 

forces,,, and' abandon all his ..conquefts with .greater -rapidity than ;he. had at fir ft; 
made them. 
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* A/D. 1574/] The firm remonftrances of the Englifti parliament, and the 
clamours of his people, compelled Charles to conclude a peace with the United 
Provinces. But while he relu&antly deferted his ally Lewis, he ftill infzfted that 
ten thoufand men whom he had detached to reinforce the army of that monarch, 

fhould not be recalled, though" he confented to bind himfelf by a fecret article of 
the treaty never to recruit them: Even this reinforcement, fmall as it might Teem, 
was neceflary to the various enterprifes of the French king* The empire, Spaing 
arid Holland, were now firmly united againft him. The bifliop of Munfter and 
the ele&or of Cologne had been compelled to renounce his alliance ; yet he con- 
tinued to make head every where againft his enemies, and even meditated hew 
conquefls. With a powerful army in perfon he once more invaded Franche 
Gomte ; laid fiege to and again carried Befan$on ; and in fix weeks- reduced the 
whole province, which has ever fince remained annexed to the dominions of 
France. . ' . 

In Flanders the allied army was commanded by the prince of Orange, and the 
French by the prince of Conde. The former, encouraged by his fuperior num- 
bers, endeavoured to penetrate into France, but in the attempt he rafhly expofed 
at SenefFe a wing of his army^ and his a&ive adverfary failed not to feize and im- 
prove the advantage. But the prince of Orange amply compenfated for his error 
by his behaviour in the obftinate and bloody a&ion that enfued y he rallied his dif- 
mayed troops, led them to the charge, and pufhed the martial veterans of France* 
The conflidt was continued for fome time after furifet, till darknefs parted the com- 
batants, and left the viftory undecided. But the conduct of William was 
ilamped by the applaufe of his generous antagonift ; " the prince of -Orange," 
faid Conde, " has a&ed in every thing like an old captain, except venturing his 
" life too Kke a young foldier." 

In Alface, Turenne difplayed againft a much fuperior enemy, all that military 

fkill which by long experience, profound refle&ion, and great genius, he had been 
able to acquire. By a fudden and forced march he attacked and defeated at Sintz* 
heim the duke of Lorrain and Caprara, the general of the Imperialifts, and 
afterwards extended his bloody devaftations over the palatinate. Seventy thou- 
fand Germans deluged Alface y they vrere furprifed by the unexpefted appearance 
of Turenne ; a confiderable detachment was cut in pieces at Mulhaufen ; the elec- 
tor of Brandenburg, who had been entrufted with the chief command, was rout- 
ed by the a&ive vigilance of the marefchal near Colmar ; a third body fuffered the 
fame fate near Turkheim ; arid this formidable hoft, baffled and difperfed, was 
happy to evacuate Alface and repafs the Rhine. 

A. 1675*] Tooppofe Turenne, the Imperialifts' recalled their celebrated 
general MontecucullL The objeft of> the latter was to penetrate into Alface, Lor- 
rain, or Burgtmdy ; the aim of the. former was to guard the FrenchTfrontiers, and 
disappoint all the fchemes of his- enemy* . The banks of the Rhine was the thea- 
$6 6ft which their flail was difpliyedJ Each encountered 1 Che other with perfever- 
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ance, penetration, and activity : but on the moment that they were on* the point 
of flaking their reputation on the fate of- a battle near the village of Saltzbach, 
Turenne was killed by a cannon ball as he was reconnoitering a fituation to ere£t 
a battery. The news of his fate imprefled the king, the court, and the people* 

with the deepeft forrow j but it was in the camp that his lofs was rnofl feverely 
felt andfenfibly regretted. Montecuculli, who had for three months been kept 

on the other fide of the Rhine by the abilities of the marefchal, pafied that river 
the moment he heard Turenne was no more ; he penetrated into Alface ; and the 
French, who had lately afpired to viftory, efteemed themfelves happy in efcaping 
defeat, and efte&ing a retreat under the conduft of de Lorges, nephew to the 

deceafed general. 

■ Part of the German army, after the death of Turenne, had formed the fiege 
of Treves ; and marefchal Crequi, with the troops that he could aflemble, ad - 
vanced to the relief of that place. His negligence expofed him to a total and 
bloody defeat j with four attendants only he efcaped into Treves, and endeavour- 
ed by a vigorous defence to efface his difgrace * but the garrifon at length muti- 
nied againft his authority ; they opened the gates to the enemy; and fince here- 
fufed to fign the capitulation they had made, they delivered him up a prifoner to 
the Imperialifts. 

Lewis in perfon had taken the field in Flanders, and was oppofed by the prince 
of Orange with an equal army ; each party was unwilling to hazard a general en- 
gagement without fome vifible advantage* The monarch foon efter returned to 
Verfailles," and the late difafters in Germany induced him to recal the prince of 
Goride to make head againft Montecuculli. The prince on this new field confirm- 
ed the opinion of his fuperior genius. He compelled the Germans to raife the 
fieges of Hageneau and Saverne ; he eluded their attempts to force him to a bat- 
tle; and at length conftrained them torepafs the Rhine. . With this campaign he 
clofed the long feries of his martial toils and glory ; the remnant of his life he 
pa{Ted in honourable retirement at C h ant illy j while. Montecuculli, full of years 
arid fame, withdrew at the fame, time from . the fcene of a&ion, unwilling to ex- 
pofe that reputation in contefts with younger adverfaries, which he had acquired 
as the riyal of Conde .and Turenne. . 

A. D. 1676. J Though the. death of Turenne, and the retreat of Conde, de- 
prived Lewis of two commanders, . whofe military talents have feldom been equal- 
led, and never excelled, yet the vigour and difcipline that they had infufed into 
the armies, ftill continued to open the road to vittory. . The Hollanders them- 
felves foon after fuftained.a lofs which plunged them in the fame honourable for- 
row as France had lately felt/ Meilina had revolted, and a fleet" under the duke 
de Vivonne was difpatched to fupport the rebels * the Dutch fent a fquadron to 
aflift the Spaniards'; an engagement enfued,-and de Ruyter, the Turenne of Hol- 
land, received a wound which put an end to his glorious life ; the Dutch, dif- 

.raayed at his death, retired in confufion j yet the. advantage the French obtained 
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was but tranfient ; and they were foon after reduced to evacuate. Medina, at the 
moment that they flattered themfelves with the hope of becoming matters of it- 
In Germany, Charles the Fifth, the new duke of Lorrain, who fucceeded his 
. uncle Charles the Fourth, and who like him was ftripped of his dominions, had 
recovered Philifburgh 3 but he vainly endeavoured to penetrate into his own terri- 
tories ; marefchal Crequi, ranfomed from confinement, and grown more prudent 
by his defeat, defended the entrance into Lorrain, and in repeated attions baffled 
and defeated the unfortunate duke. 

In Flanders Lewis himfelf early took the field, and -provided with ample maga- 
zines, began his operations, while the enemy's cavalry were unable to find forage 
in the open country. The Spanifh towns ill fortified, made but a feeble refin- 
ance 5 in the month of April he laid fiege to Conde, and took it by ftorm in four 
days s while the duke of Orleans inverted Bouchain, he ported himfelf to fuch ad- 
vantage as to hinder the confederates from relieving it, or fighting but under great 
difficulties ; the prince of Orange, after furmounting a variety of obftacles, 
came indeed in fight of the French army ; biit his induftry ferved only, to render 
him afpeftator of the furrender of Bouchain; both armies flood in awe of each 
other, and were unwilling to hazard an a£tion which might be attended with the 
mo ft important confequences. Satisfied with his new acquifitions, and the glory 
he had gained, Lewis retired to Verfailles, and eritrufted his army to the command 
of marefchal Schomberg ; on his departure William inverted Maeftricht, but 
Schomberg, who had taken Aire, immediately advanced to the relief of that 
place, and the prince was compelled relu&antly to retire* > 

During the various operations of the hoftile armies, the language of peace had 
been refumed, and a congrefs had been eftablifhed at Nimeguen under, the media- 
tion of the king of England ; the Dutch loaded with debts, and haraffed with 
taxes,, were defirous of putting an end to the war. But gratitude to their allies, 

the emperor and the king of Spain, induced them to try the confequences of an- 
other campain ; and the prince of Orange, urged by motives of honour, of am- 
bition, and of animofity againft France, . endeavoured to keep them fteady to this- 
refolution* - 

* 

Lewis wasalfo fincerely defirous of peace; his kingdom was exhaufted by the 
violent efforts that {he had made ; -but the monarch was fcqnfcious that a good trea- 
ty could only be attained by a vigorous war. In February he laid fiege to Valencien- 
nes, and carried it by ftorm ; he next inverted Cambray and St. Omer. The prince 
of Orange advanced to the relief of the latter place, and was encountered by 
the French, commanded by the duke of Orleans, .the brother of the king, and- 
marefchal Luxemburg. The former concealed beneath the efieminate manners of a: 

woman, a courage molt ardent, and the latter had been the conftant friend and pu- 
pil of the great Conde. By a mafterly movement of that general, William* was : 
defeated, "and compelled to feek fhelter .under the. walls of Ypres ; but Lewis,,- 

jealous of his brother's fame, who, had fought .glory in the thickeft ranks of the- 
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enemy, liftened to the vi&ory with fmall figns of external fa-tisfa&ion, and never 
afterwards entrufted the duke with the chief command. Cambray and Saint Oiner 
Xoon furrendered, and clofed the operations of the campaign. . 

A. D. 1678. J Negocialions for peace were (till continued, and Charles of 
England having beftowed the hand of his niece on the prince of Orange, feemed 
fincerely defirous of acquiefcing in the wifhes of his people, and of protecting 
the provinces. The king of France had taken the field with his ufual readinefs, 
and had reduced Ypres and Ghent, and the army under Luxembourg had inverted 
Mons, when Van Beverning, the Dutch ambaflador, alarmed at his progrefs, and 
confeious of the unfteady councils of England, at Nimeguen figned the treaty of 
peace with the minifters of France ; by this treaty Lewis fecured the pofieffion 
of Franche Comte, together with Cambray, Aire, Saint Omer, Valenciennes, 

Tournay, Ypres, Bouchain, Caffel, &c. and agreed to reftore to Spain only 
Charleroi, Courtrai, Oudenarde, Athe, Ghent, and Leonbourgh ; while in the 
north, his ally the king of Sweden was reinftatedin thofe dominions of which he 
had been flripped by the joint forces of Denmark and Germany. 

The king of Spain and the emperor relu&antly and fucceflively fubferibed to 
thefe hard conditions ; which were confidered by the prince of Orange with equal 
difguft. The day after they were figned he attacked, near Mons, and gained 
fome advantage over Luxembourg, who refted fecure on the faith of the treaty, 
and concluded the war finifhed ; William had alfo reafon to believe the peace was 
figned, though not formally notified ; and he wantonly facrificed the lives of ma- 
ny brave men on both fides, who fell in this (harp and well contefted a&ioru 

A, D. 1679, 1683.] Thetempeft of war which had fo long agitated "Europe, 

was fucceeded by four years of peace. Lewis, whofe reftiefs ambition was ever 

awake, diligently employed each moment in preparations for future conquefts 4 

even the treaty that he had fo lately figned at Nimeguen could not fufpend his in- 

fatiate third- for dominion ; by treachery he poflefled himfelf of the imperial city 
of Strafburgh; he purchased Cafai of the duke of Mantua, and difpoffeffed the 

elector Palatine and the ele&or of Treves of the lordfhips of Falkemburg, Ger- 
malheim, and Valdentz. Ports and harbours were conftrutted at Bred and Tou- 
lon ; the docks were filled with fhips of war, the army was augmented, and the 
magazines replenished ; while the people, enriched by arts and commerce, wil- 
lingly fubmitted to new impofts, and cheerfully acquiefced under their burthens. 

"A. D..1684, 1686.] . The death of the queen was an ^vent but little regarded 
by Lewis, -who already felt that paffion for madame de Maintenon, which accom- 
panied him through .the reft of his life ; he was doubtlefs imprefTed with, more 
real concern at .the lofs of Colbert, whofe {kill and integrity as a financier had 
.greatly .contributed, to his conqueds ; that ininifter expired when the* ambition of 

,the,king,had,juft rekindled the flame of war ; on pretences the mdft frivblous* 
Jjewis .had demanded Aloft of the Spaniards, and on their refufal had feized on 
Xuxemburgh ; the indignation of Spain had compelled her to an open declaration 
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of war again ft her haughty enemy ; but her own weaknefs, and the fituation of 
the other powers of Europe, compelled her to fign at Ratifbon a truce for twenty 
years, which left Lewis in the peaceable polfefiion of Luxemburgh. 

With equal injuftice that monarch had bombarded Genoa, and reduced the re- 
public to fue for peace in the moft abjeft manner, for having ftipulated to build 
fome gallies for the Spaniards ; but greater glory accompanied the expedition 
againft Algiers, and thofe licentious rovers, after beholding the greateft part of 
their city reduced to afhes, fubmitted to releafe feveral hundreds of chriftian cap- 
tives. Yet vanity or intereft were the fole motives that a&uated the fovereign of 
Frafice ; and while he braved the fpiritual cenfures of the Roman pontiff, and 
ftripped that fee of Avignon, he revoked the edi&s of Nantz, revived the perfe- 
ctions againft the Proteftants, and drove by his miftaken policy into exile above 
five hundred thoufand of the moft ufeful and induftrious inhabitants of France. 

Lewis difcovered too late that the characters of a conquerer and perfecutor 
are incompitable ; befides weakening his own kingdom by the banifhment of 
myriads, the melancholy fate of the refugees had inflamed againft him all thd 
Proteftant nations of Europe. The . prince of Orange, who well knew how to 
avail himfelf of the general indignation, had by his intrigues and influence form- 
ed a league at Augfburg, where the whole empire united in its defence againft 
the French monarch ; Spain and Holland became parties in the fame alliance ; 
the acceflion of Savoy was afterwards obtained j Sweden and Denmark feemed to 
favour the fame caufe. 

A. D. 1688.] The knowledge of this league had not efcaped the vigilance of 
the king of France ; and to anticipate the defigns of the confederates, he had 
invaded the empire, and laid fiege to Philipfburg ; but his intention was engrof- 

fed by the affairs of England, which every day more plainly appointed to a new 
revolution. Charles the Second had expired at variance with his parliament, and 
defpifed by his people. His brother the duke of To'rk, as James the Second, 
fucceeded to the throne 3 the misfortunes of his father ferved not to reftrain 
the ralh zeal and blind obedience of that prince for the church of Rome. He 
openly violated the laws of his country, he endeavoured to fubvert the eftablifhed 
religion, and compelled his fubje&s to feek their fafety in revolt* and to call to 
their prote&ion the prince of Orange. 

William, who had married the daughter of that monarch whom he was 
iummoned to oppofe, liftened with pleafure to folicitations which were at once 
enforced by policy and religion ; he diligently collefted a formidable fleet, levied 
additional troops, and raifed confiderable fums of money ; but Lewis's envoy at 
the Hague penetrated into the real obeft of his preparations, and informed his 
mafter of his difcovery.. The king of France immediately conveyed the intellir 
gence to James ; and at the fame time he offered to reinfore the Englifh fleet with 
a< French fquadron, to fend over any number of troops, or to march into the 

'Netherlands arid engage the Dutch in the defence of their own country j but 
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thefe propofals were rejected by the king of England, who dreaded to increafs • 
the difaffe&ion of his fubje&s by fo unpopular an alliance. 

At length the prince of Orange fet fail, and after encountering a violant tern- 
pelt at fea, landed at Torbay on the coaft of Devonfhire ; he was joined by the 
principal nobility of the ifland, and the integrity of his enterprife was fortified : 
by the appearance of the princefs Anne, the other daughter of James ; that un- 
fortunate prince, deferted by his fubje&s, His favourites, and his children, yield- 
ed to the torrent, abdicated the throne, and fought {belter with his infant fon and 
queen in France ; Lewis received the royal fugitives with every mark of refpect 
and affurance of fupport ; while the gratitude of the Englifh placed their crown . 
on the head of the prince of Orange ; and that monarch, as William the Third, , 
prepared to alfert .his own dignity, and to vindicate the liberties of Europe. 

A. D. 1688, 1689.] England and Holland, the two great maritime powers 
of Europe, the empire and Spain, with the greateft part of Italy, were now - 
united againft France ; but her monarch ftill confided in his former fortune, and.. 
his enemies acknowledged his preparations were worthy of the important con- 
teft. Philipfburg was taken ; Monheim, Frankendal, Spires, Worms, and Op- 
penheim, furrendered ; and the fruitful country of the palatinate was, at the * 
unrelenting voice of Lewis, configned to deftru&ion ; her towns were reduced ' 
to afhes, her fertile fields became a deferet, and the wretched people, driven , 
from their habitations by the fury of the flames and the brutality of the foldiers, . 
were left to perifh by famine and the inclemency of the feafon ; fuch were the 
means by which the king of France endeavoured to intimidate his enemies and \ 
proteft his frontier ; yet the former were rather exafperated than vanquifhed ; . 
and the imperial armies, under the duke of Lorrain, refumed their, courage, , 
and covered the important cities of Bonn and Mentz. 

A. D. 1689, 1690-] But the grand objeft of Lewis was to reftore to his 
dominions the fugitive James ; that unhappy prince had ftill a ftrong party in . 
Ireland : and the friendlhip of France liberally .furnilhed him with arms and am- 
munition of every kind j a cbnfiderable fleet was fitted out to fecond his efforts, : 

and in its courfe encountered the fquadron of England and Holland in an in- 

decifxve engagement ; he was received into Limeric, and his firft fuccefs exceeded ' 
his moll fanguine expectations ; but his career was checked by the fkill of the- 
duke of Schomberg ; and on the banks of the Boyne he was vanquifhed by the : 
Tuperior fortune and genius of William. James himfelf abandoned the day with 
a precipitation unworthy of the crown he afpired to, and haftily returned to 
France ; while his fuccefsful rival, by his valour and conduft, extorted the .: 
applaufe of his enemies, and eftablifhed his tottering throne ; a defultory war 
was maintained for fome time after the flight of James, till Ireland gradually / 
•withdrew from the fupport of a prince who had. deferted her, and.fubmitted to; 
'the authority of William... 
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•In Flanders the marefchal (THumieres was defeated by the prince of Waldeck, 

:and Lewis, to retrieve this difafter, again entrufted his forces in the Nether- 
lands to the marefchal duke of Luxemburg. In the plains of Fleurus, near 
Charleroi, that general avenged the injured glory of his country ; the prince of 
Waldeck was defeated with the lofs of fix thoufand killed and eight thoufand 
taken prifoners; yet the vi&or acknowledged the gallantry of the vanquifhed — 
tc Prince Waldeck/* faid he, " ought always to remember the French cavalry, 
~" and I fhall never forget the Dutch infantry." 

A. D- 1691.] In the enfuing campaign Lewis himfelf was prefent at the fiege 
of Mons ; and retired, after the furrender of that city to Verfailles ; while 
William, who had haftened from Ireland to oppofe marefchal Luxemburg, con- 
cluded the campaign finifhed, and repaired to the Hague ; the marefchal em- 
braced the moment of his abfence, and by a forced march furprifed and routed 
the rear of the confederates commanded by the prince of Waldeck. 

On the frontiers of Germany, and in Spain, a feeble and defultory war was 
carried on with various fuccefs ; but in Piedmont, Victor Amedeus, duke of 
Savoy, a prince brave, penetrating, and attive, was oppofed by the marefchal 
Catinat, who had relinquifhed the early ftudy of the law for the more glorious 
profeflion of arms ; and who amidft camps cultivated the maxims of philofophy. 
At Saluces he triumphed over the duke of Savoy in a bloody and obftinate en- 
counter; and the conqueror foon reduced to the authority of Lewis the greateft 

part of Savoy and Piedmont. 

A. D. 1692.] In two engagements the fleet of France had at leaft maintained 
an equality with thofe of England and Holland ; and Lewis, (till anxious to 
reftore the fhattered fortunes of James, determined to hazard a general action, 
and, if victorious, to invade England. The hoftile fleets met in the channel near 
Cape la Hogue, and Tourville, the French admiral, obeyed the orders of his 
fovereign 5 but the fuperior numbers of the confederates foon decided the fate of 
the day- The French admiral's own fhip, with twenty more of the largeft 

veflels of his fleet, were deftroyed by the fire of the vi&ors ; and James, with 
a figh of defpair, beheld from a neighbouring eminence, the gloomy flame which 
for ever blafted the fond expectations he had nouriflied. • . 

A. D. 1693.] But on land Lewis ftill maintained his fuperiority ; Namur, 
the ftrongeft fortrefs of the Netherlands, was reduced even in the fight of Wil- 
liam—and though the aftivity and vigilance of that monarch furprifed the French 
camp at Steenkirk, yet the battle was reftored by the abilities of Luxemburg, 
and the kindred Valour of the princes of the blood ; and the king of England, 
after the moll daring efforts, was indignantly compelled to give the fignal of 
retreat. The next year lie (till experienced a more decifive defeat, at Landen 
the army of the confederates was broken with the lofs of eight thoufand men ; 
JIuy and Charleroi were the prey of the viftors ; while Lewis repaired by 
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induftry his late difafters at fea, and once more disputed the fovereignty'of that 
element. - 

A. D. 1694, 1695.3 Kuy was recovered in the enfuing campaign by William 
and Luxemburgh, who had fo often triumphed over that . monarch, foon after 
found from difeafe that death which he had in vain courted in fields of battle ; 
the duke of Savoy eluded the vigilance of Catinat, penetrated into Dauphine, 
and retaliated the miferies of the palatinate — While France appeared the objed 
of envy to neighbouring dates, her diftrefs each day encreafed with the number 
of her victories ; her provinces were depopulated to recruit her fleet and armies ; 
the ravages of war were attended by thofe of famine ; and amidft his glories 
the monarch has been heard frequently to figh for peace. The king of Eng- 
land, animated by the death of Luxemburgh, had invefted Namur — and though 
that city was obftinately defended by the marefchal Boufrlers, it was obliged to 
capitulate in the fight of the French army commanded by Villeroi, who could 
only gratify his refentment by the unprofitable bombardment of Bruffels. 

A. D. 1696.3 To diminiih the numbers of his enemies, the king of France 
opened anegociation with the duke of Savoy- — and Amadeus was eafily induced 
to prefer his intereft to the faith he had pledged his allies. He received again 
his dominions with four millions of livres to repair the damages they had fuf- 
tained ; Lewis at the fame time engaged to him his conftant protedtioiv and 
promifed his fecond fon, the duke of Burgundy,., to the princefs of Savoy 
Though this treaty fecured/Frarice on the fide of Italy, yet her coafts v/ere 
continually alarmed and affli£ted by the defcents of the Englifh, and Lewis be- 
held .with concern that people again refume their naval fuperiority. 

A. D. 1697-] * n Flanders the marefchal Catinat reduced Athe — in Spain 
the . duke of Vendofme, grandfon to 'Henry the Fourth, gained a glorious victory; 
he invefted Barcelona, and the prince of Heffe Darmftadt, who defended that 
city with a garrifon of ten thoufand men, w r as, after a gallant refiftance, com- 
pelled to capitulate; in America, Poinds, with a French fquadron, furprife4 
Carthagena.; and the lofs fuftained :by Spain in the plunder of that place was 
eftimated at thirty millions of livres — on the other hand, Lewis in vain attempted 
to fix the crown of Poland on the head of the prince of Conti, who was con- 

{trained to abandon the field to . his. fuccefsfui competitor Auguftus, elector of 
•Saxony. 

: Each party at length fincerely inclined to peace > the empire and Spain were 
•weary of a, war which. had been attended only with misfortunes - 3 the parliament 
of England had long murmured at the heavy and encreafing expences and Hol- 
land, though more devoted to the inclinations of William, regretted her trade 
intercepted, -and her moft fruitful- provinces laid wafte. Lewis himfelf could 
not be. entirely indifferent to the tears and miferies of his fubjefts; the rigour 
.of the feafon, had combined with the rage of the enemy, and the kingdom, 

y.oh. in 4 h 
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lately fo fertile, prefented to the eye a dreary and barren profpe£L Under thefe 
circumftances, the mediation of Charles the Eleventh, king of Sweden^, was ac- 
cepted ; and the cafile^of Ryfwick, near the Hague, was fixed upon as the 
fcene of negociation. 

The king of France reftored to the Spaniards all thofe places that he had 
taken from them, and the conquefts" that he had made in Flanders during the 
laft war, as Luxemburgh, Mons, Athe, and Courtrai. He acknowledged Wil- 
liam the Third as lawful king of England, whom he had hitherto treated as: 
an- ufurper. To the empire he relinquiflied Fribourg, Brifac, Kheil, and 
Philiplbourg ; and even fubmitted to deftroy the fortifications of Strafburg on 
the Rhine ; Fort Lewis, and Traerbach, works on which the great Vauban had 
exhaufted his art, and the king his treafure, Lorrain,. Treves, and the Palitihate,, 
were refigned to their refpedtive princes , and France, after a long and bloody 
war, in which her victories can only be numbered by her campaigns, confented to 
a peace, which could fcarce have been expe&ed from her, if humbled by re- 
peated defeats. 

The minifters who- had figned the treaty, on their return to the capital were 
purfued with reproach and ridicule they were execrated as traitors to their 
country by the unthinking multitude, who had lately clamoured againft the 
profecution of the war ; the policy and judgement of Lewis were generally 
arraigned ; but that monarch, in the late negociation, harboured a defign beyond 
the views of the vulgar ; the health of Charles the Second of Spain daiiy de« 
clined \ and the king of France revolved in fecret his pretenfions to that fuc- 
ceffion, which by the treaty of the Pyrenees he had folemniy renounced. 

The dawning hiftre of Lewis had been obfcured by the power and afcendancy 
of his imperious minifter ; on the death of Mazarin, he emerged from that 
abjeft ftate of vaffalage, and awed and aftonifhed Europe by the blaze of his 
meridian glory, but a dark cloud hung over his fetting fun \ and he furvived to 
behold, in the evening of life, the defertion of his allies and the triumph of his 
enemies j- his cities rafed, his people flaughtered, and his children prematurely 

buried in the grave. 

A. IX 1698.] The peace of Ryfwick was fucceeded by new negociations % 
the pretenfions of the king 6f France to the Spanifh mcceffion were not veiled 
from the penetrating eye of William* the Third ; Lewis, fenfible that the em- 
peror urged the fame claims of confanguinity, though priority of birth fortified 
the houfe of Bourbon, and confcious from late experience that his own ftrength 
was not able to contend with the united power of Europe, opened by his 
minifter a new projeft to the king of England. William entered into it with: 
alacrity ; and the celebrated treaty of partition was concluded, which divided 
the dominions of Spain during the life of her fovereign. To the young prince 
ef Bavaria were affigned Spaifi and the Eaft-Indies ; to the dauphin,, fon of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, Naples, Sicily, and the province of Guipufcoa ; and to 
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the archduke Charles, the fecond fon of the emperor Leopold, only the duchy 



Milan 



3 Even the feeble and languid 



by this daring infult ; he heard with indignation in what manner his monarchy 
had been diftributed ; and to preferve it entire he figned his will, and bequeathed 
the whole of his ample dominions to the prince of Bavaria ; the fudden death 
of that prince not only difconcerted the defigns of Charles, but even thofe of 
Lewis and William ; the two latter monarchs ligned, however, a new treaty 
of partition, by which Spain and the Eaft-Indie? were transferred to the arch- 
duke Charles, and Milan to the duke of Lorrain- To this treaty the emperor 
Leopold, who flattered himfelf with the hope of the whole fucceffion, refufed' 

to accede. 

A. D. 1700.3 But it was only the dread of alarming the united fears of 

Europe, w r hich had prevailed on Lewis to fubfcribe conditions fo inadequate to 

his infatiate ambition ; he ftill waited in anxious fufpence the death of Charles, 
and the bed of that expiring- monarch was befieged by the intrigues and faftions 
of the rival houfes of Auftria and Bourbon ; but the intrattable haughiinefs of 



difgufted 



hope 



and they prevailed on their 



the Spanifh monarchy entire ; expreffing his indignation at the late injurious con- 
duct of Lewis, Charles bequeathed his dominions to Philip duke of Anjou, grand- 
fon to the king of France, and foon after expired. 

The treaty of partition augmented the power and dominions of France ; the : 
will of Charles aggrandifed the houfe of Bourbon ; Lewis preferred the elevation, 
of his family to the interefts of the ftate, and accepted for, his grandfon the royal 
fortune that was bequeathed him ; at the fame time he endeavoured to juflify to 
his allies the infra&ion of the partition treaty, by obferving that he had only de- 
parted from the words, and ftill adhered to the fpirit of it, which was to preferve 

the tranquillity of Europe. 

But none felt their difappointment more deeply thatl the emperor Leopold, and 



William 



the 



depend 



remonftrances j the latter, though fecure of the aflPettion of the united \ 



provinces 



Englitti 

tcrifice their trade, to grat 
confidered 



terefted. 



acknowledged 



flates of Holland ; he was fupported by the eleftor of Bavaria and the duke of 
Savoy, and from Gibraltar to Antwerp, and from the Danube to Naples, Lewis 
beheld the power and influence of the houfe of Bourbon extended ; he was elated 
with the boundlefs profpeft before him, and his prefumption precipitated him into 

two errors, the fource of all his future calamities > 



i 
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A. D. 1701.J While Leopold ftill hefitated whether to acknowledge or op- 
pofe the elevation of Bhilip the Fifth, he was aroufed by a new proof of the infa« 
tiate difpofition of Lewis. That monarch prevailed on the duke of Mantua to 
admit a garrifon into his capital, and all Italy trembled for her liberties ; the em- 
peror immediately prepared toaflert the freedom of Europe by the fword ; his ar- 
my was entrufled to the command of prince Eugene, fon to the count of Soiffons. 
This general, who afterwards became fo dangerous an adverfary to Lewis the 
Fourteenth, had afpired to military honours in his native country 5 but his requefi 
of a regiment had been reje&ed by the king, and the indignant prince for ever re- 
nounced the fervice of France, and fought glory under the imperial ftandard ; 
his refentment was the fubjeft of derifion at Paris, but he foon diflinguifhed his 
martial genius in fucceffive victories againft the Turks, and was now fummoned to 
avenge the wrongs of Italy and his own infults. w He entered that country with 
thirty thoufand men, and full powers to a6t according to his own difcretion ; he 
forced the poll of Carpi ; reduce*! mar efchal Catinat to a£t upon the defensive $ 

and overwhelmed the country berween the Adige and the Adda $ Yilleroi, the fa- 
vourite of Lewis, was fent to afiume the command over Catinat, and difgufted 
by his arrogance the duke of Savoy; he compelled his relu&ant colleagues to at- 
tack prince Eugene ; in the ftrong poft of Chiari, on the banks of the Oglio, his 

temerity was chafcifed by a fevere and bloody defeat and five thoufand of the 
braveft troops of France perifhed on that difaftx'ous day. 

While the flames of war were kindled in Italy, James, the abdicated monarch 
of England, clofed at Saint Germain's his unfortunate and inglorious life. The 
tears and importunities of madame de Maintenon prevailed over the counfels 
of his mo ft experienced minifters, and Lewis, though he had acknowledged Wil- 
liam's title .by the peace :of Ryfwick, now proclaimed the fon of the deceafed 
prince as James the Third. The enmity of William was ftimulated by this wan- 
ton infult .; England, that had hitherto regarded war with averfion, partook in the 
indignation of her fovereign, and prepared to vindicate by arms her own choice. 

The difcernment of William improved the honourable enthufiafm ; he concerted 
the triple alliance between the empire, the united provinces, and England, and 
haftened, by his prefence and diligence, their formidable preparations. 

A. D. 1702.] But thefe incellant efforts .exhaufled a frame naturally weak 
and delicate ; a fall from his horfe quickened the progrefs of difeafe, and in the 
ftfty-fecond year of his age he yielded lip his throne and life. The former was 
immediately filled by Anne, the daughter of the unfortunate James, and who 
had married the prince of Denmark ; and the new queen difpatched the earl of 
Marlborough to the Hague, to affure her allies that fhe would adopt and fupport 

the engagements of her predeceffor.. 

That nobleman was foon after appointed to the command of the allied army, 
and difplayed that military fkill which he acquired under the marefchal Turenne ; 
Boufflers, to whom Lewis had entrufled .his grandfon the duke of Burgundy to 
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train to war,, was confounded by the rapid and complicated movements of his ad- 



verfary 
ly fought fhelter in 



Marlborough 



Ryremonde 



L 



In Italy, prince Eugene by a daring and well-concerted march, had furprifed 
Cremona, and taken marefchal Villeroi prifoner \ after an obflinate conflict he 
was expelled again the town, fuffered fome lofs at Santa Vittoria, and in the battle 
of Luzara was encountered by the duke of 
martial a&ivity and indolence were wonderfully 
lents worthy the grandfon of Henry the Fourth 
zara the lofs on both fides was nearly equal, 



blended 



whom 



te claimed the advan- 
tage, and maintained it by the reduction of Luzara and Guaftalla. 

On the banks of the Rhine a more decifive vi&ory was obtained over prince 
Lewis of Baden by the marefchal Villars ; and foon after in the plains of Hoch- 
ftet, in concert with the ele&orof B ivaria, he charged and routed the imperial 
general count Styrum; three thoufand of the imperialifts were left dead on the 
field, four thoufand were taken prifoners with their cannon and baggage ; while 
•marefchal Tallard, near Spires, engaged and defeated the prince of He(Te. 

In the mid ft of this fuccefs France was alarmed by the defertion of the duke 



of 



Talencia 



At the fame time 



the enemies of the houfe of Bourbon were increafed by the declaration of Peter 
the Second of Portugal, who acknowledged the archduke Charles as fovereign 



of Spain. 



] The duke of Marlborough, with increafe of dignity 



and the applaufe of his country, had returned to Flanders, pofleffed himfelf of 
Bonn, the refidence of the eleftor of Cologn, retaken Huy and Limbourg, and 
made himfelf mafter of the Lower Rhine; marefchal Villeroi, redeemed from 
captivity, in vain endeavoured to check his progrefs, and was foon after deceived 
by his mafterly addrefs. To fuccour the emperor, opprelfed by the joint forces 
of France and the elector of Bavaria, Marlborough rapidly marched into the 



Maine, and the Ne 



Mindelfhei 



the 



Villars had been recalled to wage an inglorious war in the mountains of the 
Cevennes againft the unhappy Proteftants, whom the perfecution of Lewis had 
forced into revolt, and the glory of France was entrufted to marefchal Tallard ; 
the lines of the elector of Bavaria, near Donawert, had been forced by Marlbo- 
rough with confiderable lofs but the appearance of Tallard infpired that prince 
with freih confidence ; it was determined to rilk the fate of the war on a decifive 
battle, and the French and Bavarians with fuperior numbers advanced to attack 



die 
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a iun&ion with the prince of 
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plains of Hbchftet, which had fo lately witnefTed the triumph of Villars, were 
rendered memorable by the defeat of Tallard. That general was vanquifhed by 
the fuperior fkill of his adverfary ; he himfelf was taken prifoner, with fourteen 
thoufand of the braveft troops of France ; twelve thoufand perifhed by the fword, 
or were precipitated into the rapid ftreani of the Danube ; and of an army of 
fixty thoufand men, fcarce twenty thoufand could be colle&ed from its broken 
remains. 

A. D. 1704, 1 705. j The battle of Hocbftet, better known in England by 
the name of Blenheim, expofed to the ravages of the viftors the electorate of 
Bavaria j and Lewis once morefummoned the marefchal Villars to the fcene of his 
former glory ; an accommodation had reftored the inhabitants of the Cevennes 
to their allegiance ; and the conduct of Villars proved him an adverfary worthy 
of Marlborough. He occupied a ftrong camp, remained on the defen five, and 
by his prudent meafures compelled the duke to relinquifh his defign of penetrat- 
ing into France by the courfe of the Mofelle. 

The ftates, anxious for their frontier, foon prevailed on the duke of Marlbo- 
rough to return to Flanders ; and Villeroi, who had taken Huy, and was prepar- 
ing to befiege Liege, abandoned the enterprife on the intelligence of his approach. 
Huy was again compelled to furrender to the confederates ; and the lines of Ville- 
roi were immediately after forced- That general croffed the Geete and Dyle with 
precipitation ; but the ftrong ground he judicioufly occupied prevented the allies 
from improving their advantage, and he fhortly after reftored his reputation by 
the redu&ion of Dieft. 

The numerous armies of the empire on the banks of the Rhine were baffled by 
the fkill of Villars ; and in Italy the duke of Vendofme incefiantly preffed prince 
Eugene and the duke of Savoy, fought the bloody but indecifive battle of Caffa- 
no, gained that of Caffinato, and even menaced Turin with the horrors of a 
fiege. But in Spain, the allies, who had proclaimed the archduke Charles, kingv 
obtained the moft. rapid and fplendid advantages ; the earl of Peterborough pof- 
feffed himfelf of Barcelona ; all Catalonia ranged itfelf under the banners of the 
houfe of Auftria ; while Gibraltar, which the year before had been wrefted by 
the Englifh from Philip, fecure in her native ftrength, defied the vain and feeble 
efforts- o£ the marefchal de TefTe. 

Lewis had reaped fome fatisfa&ion from the gallantry of his natural fon, the 
count of Touloufe, who, with the French fleet, engaged, with honour and with- 
out lofs, that of England — But this was the laft effort of marine greatnefs ; the 
numerous- enterprifes of the king had exhaufted his treafures, and his navy was 
gradually fuftered to fink into that ftate of infignificance from whence he had 
raifed it. Even the death of the emperor abated not the ardour of the- confede- 
rates, and his fon Jofeph fucceeded to his throne and defigns. " 

A. 0.1706.] The campaign in Flanders opened with events the mod dif- 
aftrous. The command there was ftill entrufted to the marefchaL Villeroi ; and. 

* 
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that general, impatient of glory, yet unendowed with talents to acquire it, re- 
jected the advice of his officers, and determined to hazard a decifive engage- 
ment againft the allies. Near the village of Ramillies, France was vanquished- 
by the injudicious difpofiuon of her own, and the confummate fldli of the Eng- 
li(h commander. In the adlion and purfuit twenty thoufand men were flaughteiv 

ed or taken prifoners ; Antwerp, Bruffels, Gftend, Menin, and the greatefb 
part of Spanilh Flanders were the prey of the vi&or ; the court of Lewis was 
filled with condensation; but the monarch himfelf ftill preferved his magnanimity; 
inftead of reproaching, he endeavoured to confole the unfortunate Villeroij and- 
to bis .expreffions of concern, replied, "People at our time of life, monfieuv 
" marefchal, are not fortunate." 

The flattering profpeft in Italy ftill promifed to repair the difafters of Flanders; 
Turin there was inverted by marefchal Feuillade and the fiege was covered by 
the duke of Orleans, the nephew of Lewis, but whofe authority was controlled 
by the fuperior but fecret powers of marefchal Mar fin- The city was already 
reduced to the laft diftrefs, when the befiegers were alarmed by the rapid ap- 
proach of prince Eugene. In a long and painful march that celebrated com- 
mander had pierced the moll difficult defiles, had traverfed the rapid ftrearns of 

the Adige and the Po, and effecting a junction with the duke of Savoy, now 
prefled forwards to the relief of the defponding capital. The duke of Orleans 
would have quitted his lines to have met and encountered the enemy; this bold 
but prudent propofal was over-ruled by marefchal Marfin $ the French awaited 
the attack in their entrenchments ; but their confidence was extinguilhed by the 
dilfenfions of their generals ; prince Eugene and the duke of Savoy charged v/ith 
rival ardour, and in lefs than two hours their, efforts obtained a complete 
victory. The duke of Orleans was wounded; marefchal Marfin killed 5 the* 
fcattered remnant of the vanquifhed troops dire&ed their hafty and trembling 
Iteps towards Pignerol ; and by the fate of one day the duchies of Milan, Man- 
tua, and Piedmont, with the kingdom of. Naples, were torn from the houfe of 
Bourbon. 

An advantage obtained by the French in Mantua over the prince of : Hefle, , 
could but ill compenfate the difaftrous battle of Turin. The courtiers of Lewis 
ftood aghaft at the intelligence, and madame de Maintenon alone ventured to 
inform him that all Italy was occupied by his enemies. His grandfon Philip 
had been compelled to abandon precipitately the fiege of Barcelona; Charles had "" 
entered in triumph, and been proclaimed in Madrid. But that prince fuifered 
the moment of enterprife to elapfe; and was in his turn reduced to evacuate the - 

capital, and fly before the arms of the duke of Berwick, natural fon.to James, 
the Second of England- 

1707.] Lewis, humbled by repeated defeate, fued> in vain for peace; 

the allies elated by their vi&ories, determined to purfue their advantages, and : 

rejected. his proposals — Yet the war in Flanders was continued this campaign with,; 
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little efFe£t ; the duke of Vendome, who commanded the French, remained upoa 

the defenfive ; and the duke of Marlborough was difpatched into Saxony to 
penetrate into the intentions, and concilitate the friendlhip of Charles the Twelfth 
king of Sweden. That monarch, young and warlike, and ambitious of the fame 
•of a conqueror, had already fpread his renown through the north. He had 
prefcribed laws to Denmark : he had defeated the Mufcovites, a people fcarce 
known in Europe, and juft emerging from barbarifmj and had purfued with 
implacable enmity, Auguftus king of Poland into his hereditary dominions of 
Saxony. The confederates trembled left he fliould turn his vi&orious arms 
againft the empire ; but Marlborough was equally fuccefsful in the cabinet as the 
ii6ld; he gained the minifters of Charles; and that monarch foon after repafied 
the Oder, and directed his march towards Mufcovy in fearch of barren laurels. 

In Spain the duke of Berwick triumphed at Almanza over the forces of the 
confederates, and reftored the finking fortunes of Philip — In Germany marefchai 

Villars pafled the Rhine, prelfed the Imperialifts, and even penetrated to the Da- 
nube — Yet he was prevented from improving his advantage by the recall of a 
confiderable part of his army to the defence of France itfelf, which was now 
attacked within its limits. The duke'of Savoy and prince Eugene had forced 
the paffage of the river Var, advanced along the coaft of Provence, and en- 
camped under the walls of Toulon — But the tardy motions of the Germans, who 
were to have joined them, and the a&ivity of France, compelled them to aban- 
don the enterprife ; and they retired, after having bombarded the town, and 
convinced Lewis that his native dominions were not invulnerable. 

A. D. 1708.] The tranfient fuccefs of the laft campaign revived the fpirits 
of the king of France ; he determined to make one more exertion in favour of 
the exiled branch of Stuart — Seventy tranfports, with fix thoufand troops, con- 
voyed by eight men of war, failed from Dunkirk ; but the coafts of Britain were 
protected by her numerous fleet ; the vigilance of her officers were already 
alarmed; the adherents of James were fecured and difarraed; and the French,' 
after a fruitlefs attempt to land in Scotland, efteemed themfelves happy in fafely 
regaining Dunkirk. 

Flanders at fir ft promifed a fairer harveft > and the forces of France, com- 
manded by Vendome, were animated by the prefence of the duke of Burgundy, 
^ldeft fon of the dauphin. The inhabitants of Ghent and Bruges, corrupted by 
the gold of Lewis, opened their gates — But the hopes of the F rench were blaftecl 
by the approach of Marlborough j on the banks of the Scheld they were at- 
tacked by that general, who had effe&ed a jun&ion with prince Eugene; the 
battle of Oudenarde was long obftinate and bloody ; night parted the combat- 
ants 1 the French were rather prelTed than vanquifhed \ but the troops of Lewis, 
'from fucceffive defeats, had loft all confidence, and they difperfed under cover 
of the darknefs ; Lifle, defended by marefchai Boufflers in perfon, and fortified 
by the contaminate Ikiil of Vajiban, was reduced by the confederates \ Ghent 
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and* Bruges were recovered; and the elettor of Bavaria was compelled to retire 

from the wails of Bruffels. 

A. D. 1708, 1709.] In Spain, Germany and Italy, a feeble and languid war 
was carried on ; in the former indeed the honourable attachment of the Caftili- 
ans to Philip became every day more evident ; but in the latter the duke of 
Savoy eluded the vigilance of Villars, and rendered himfelf mafler of Exilles, 
and Feneftrelles ; the Britifh fleet reduced the iflands of Sardinia and Minorca ; 
and the difficulties of Lewis increafed on every fide. The taking of Lifle had* 
opened a road to the very gates of Paris, that proud city was infulted and 
alarmed by the predatory incurfions of the enemy ; and a prince who had carri- 
ed his arms a few years ago to the banks of the Danube, theTagus, and thePo, 
now doubted whether he could remain in his capital with fafety. The defpair 
of the nation was completed by the feverity of the winter ; the olive trees 

throughout the fouth of France were deftroyed, the grain was cut off, and the 

profpeft of impending famine threw a deeper gloom over the calamities of war. 
Accuftomed to profperity, Lewis relu&antly bowed beneath his adverfe fortune, 
and inftru&ed his minifter Torcy to open at the Hague a negociation for peace. 

A. D. 1709. J Bat though the king of France agreed to yield the whole Spa- 
nifh monarchy to the houfe of Auftria, to cede Furnes, Ypres, Tournay, Lifle, 
&c, as a barrier to Holland, to own the title of queen Anne to the Britifh throne, 
and to remove the pretender from France, yet thefe conceflions appeared infufE- 
cient, and the allies demanded that the king fliould affift in driving his grandfon 
from the throne of Spain ; Lewis rejected the ignominious condition with indig- 
nation, and added, " fince I muft make war, I had rather it was againft my ene- 
" mies than my children. " 

: The internal mifery of France ferved to fwell her forces, and the wretched huf- 
bandman fought in the profeflion of arms, that fubfiftence which he could no lon- 
ger extort from the earth. Marefchal Villars was recalled from Italy to aflurne 
the command of an army formidable from its numbers and defpair. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Malplaquet he diligently fortified a camp naturally ftrong - 9 Marlbo- 
rough and Eugene, animated by the capture of Tournay, rufhed to the attack. 
The battle was difputed with an obftinacy fcarce to be equalled even in thefe fan- 
guinary annals ; the allies were frequently repulfed, and as frequently returned to 
the charge ; Villars himfelf was wounded, and Bouftlers, who fucceeded to the 
command, at length withdrew his troops from the unavailing conftift. Yet his 
retreat' partook in nothing of flight; it was neither confuted nor precipitate ; 
eight thoufand of the French were indeed left dead on the ground, but the con- 
federates purchafed the honour. of the field of battle at the expence of twenty 
thoufand men. 

• Mons foon after furrendered to the allies, and clofed the campaign in Flanders. 
The efforts of the contending powers in* Spain, Germany, and Italy, were ftill 
feeble and inadequate but in the north theking of Sweden, who had endeavor- 
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ed to penetrate into the heart of Ruflxa, was at Pultowa defeated by the fovereiga 

of that country, afterwards fo celebrated as Peter the Great ; the Swedifli army 
was entirely deftroyed, and Charles, who had afpired to rival the fame of Alex- 
ander, wounded and accompanied only by a few faithful guards, croffed the Bo- 

ryfthenes in a fmallboat, and fought fhelter in the Ottoman dominions. 

A- D« 1710.3 The negociations for peace had been refumed with as little fuc- 
cefs as in the enfuing year. The allies took the field, and marefchal Villars flu- 
dioufly avoided a decifive engagement. Douay, Bethune, Saint Venant, and 
Aire, were fucceffively reduced by the confederates ; but thefe towns were long 
and obftinately defended, and the befiegers loft by the fword, by difeafe, and fa- 
tigue, above 'twenty-fix thoufand men; difabled by fuccefs, and fatisfied with 
their new acquifitions, they withdrew into winter quarters. 

Germany and Italy prefented nothing worthy of attention, but in Spain, the 
campaign that opened with events the moil inaufpicious to the houfe of Bourbon, 
was cloied with the in oft. fplendid and decifive fuccefs. In the battle of Ahnena- 
fa, the rival monarchs encountered each other with mutual rage, but Philip was 
compelled to yield to the fuperior fortune of Charles. In the battle of Saragofla 
he fufFered a fecond and more bloody defeat ; Madrid was again occupied by the 
confederates, and the fituation of Philip appeared defperate to his moft fanguine 
adherents. But he was raifed from defpondence by the courage and conduft of 
the duke of Vendome. His affability, franknefs, and generofity, conciliated the. 
efteem of every clafs of men ; he again kindled the enthufiafm of the Caftilians, . 
affembled the troops fcattered by the defeat of SaragoiTa, allured to his ftandard . 
the moft gallant fpirits of Spain, conducted the king in triumph to his capital* . 
and purfued with vigour the aftonilhed and difmayed enemy. At Brehuega gene- 
ral Stanhope, with five thoufand Englifh, furxendered after a brave refiftance ; at 
Villa Viciofa Staremberg was defeated with the lofs of near fix thoufand men ; and 
though his retreat challenged the admiration of his. adverfary, yet the progrefs of 
Vendome was rapid and uninterrupted, and Portugal in her turn was taught 
the vi&ors to experience the calamities of war. 

A. D. 17 1 i.J The fuccefs- of Philip in Spain could not alleviate the diftrefs 
of France, though it might moderate the prefumtion of her enemies ; that king- 
dom, totally exhaufted by her inceffant efforts, prefented a fcence of dreary de- 
flation j but the peace, which fhe had in vain emplorecLby the moft humiliating 
concelfions, was now facilitated by two events as favourable as they were unex- 
pected. Amidft a glorious and fuccefsful war* the queen of England was prevailed 
on to difmifs thofe minifters who had ccndutted it, and admit to her councils a. 
- new defcription of men who had fyftematically laboured to oppofe it; About the 
fame time, in the vigour of his age, the emperor Jofeph expired ; and his brother 
Charles, the competitor of Philip for Spain, was raifed to the imperial throne. — 
The confederates had beeaaroufed to a&ion by the dread of. uniting in one hand 
the fceptr.es of France and Spain ; and they could not but regard with fimilar 
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jealoufy, the latter kingdom added to the hereditary dominions of Charles, and 
the power that he derived from the imperial crown. 

Though the female paffions of his fovereign had exiled his friends from her con- 
fidence, yet the reputation of Marlborough preferved him from being involved in 
their immediate difgrace ; he again relumed the command in Flanders ; and 

marefchal Villars, who was alfo again oppofed to him, well acquainted with the. 
ardent defire of Lewis for peace, and confcious that he conducted the laft army 
the fcate could furnifh, dexteroufly -eluded every effort of the confederates to force 
him to a decifive engagement. He had encamped behind the river Sanfet, and 
had -fortified his lines with fuch fkill and diligence, as obtained for them the cha- 
rafter of impenetrable. Bui: he was deceived by the mafterly addrefs of Marlbo- 
rough ; he was compelled to abandon the works on which lb much coft and labour/ 
had been lavtthed, and had the mortification of beholding the allies invert, and re— 
duce the ftrong and important fortrels of Bouchain. 

A. D. 1712.] This laft entarprife of Marlborough clofed the long and fplen- 
did feries of his martial exploits ; he was recalled to England, and foon after, dif- 
gufled at the afcendancy of a party whofe implacable enmity he was no ftranger 
to, refigned his command. His place was iupplied by the duke ot Ormond, 
equal to him alone in perlonal courage, and whole. attachment to the new miniftry 
was his priheipal recommendation. But while each power prepared with vigour 
for a fecond campaign, negociations for peace were fecretly carried on between 
the courts of Paris and London. Lewis entrufted this important and delicate con^ 
cern to the knowledge and addrefs of Menager, deputy from the city of Rouen ; 
certain preliminaries were, by his diligence and prudence, adjufted ; but before 
they could be reduced to form, the operations of. war had been refumed in Flan- 
ders. 

Marefchal Villars ftill remained upon the defenfive, and fuftained tbg cautious 
part that he had afted in the preceding campaign ; but prince Eugene infulted and 
burnt the fuburbs of Arras ; and was no fooner joined by the duke of Ormond,, 
than he advanced towards the French, andpropoied to the duke to give battle;: 
but the Englilh general had received inftru&ions not . to hazard an eugagement,. 
and the prince, difappointed in his favourite objeft, inverted Quefnoi. Before 
that town furrendered, a cefiation of arms was proclaimed between France $nd 
Great Britain the duke of Ormond, with the.Britifh troops, withdrew from the 
confederates, and direfted his march towards Dunkirk, which was delivered by 
Lewis to the Englifli as a pledge of his intentions to fulfil the preliminaries o£ 
peace which his envoy had figned. 

Though defertedby fo important anally, the army of prince Eugene was fUll: 
formidable. Marefchal Villars beheld with indignation Qefnoi taken in his fight > 
and the. confederates foon after inverted Landreci. But prince Eugene is accufed r - 
of errors on this occafion, which did not efcape the vigilance of his veteran an— 
tagonift. His lines, were too much extended 5 his magazines at Marchiennes were^ 
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at too great a diftance, and the earl of Albemarle, who was pofted between De- 

nain and the prince's camp, was not near enough to be fupported in cafe of an at- 
tack. Marefchal Villars ordered his cavalry to advance within fight of the camp 
of the prince, and while that quarter of the confederates prepared for attion, he 
xapidly ,prefled forwards with his infantry towards Denain, pierced the intrench* 
xnents of Albemarle, cut in pieces thofe who refilled, forced the furvivors to feek 
their fafety in flight, took that general himfelf prifoner, and flaughtered or dif- 
perfed a body of fourteen thoufand men. Prince Eugene had marched in hade to 
their fupport, but before he could arrive the a&ion was over. In endeavouring to 
wrefl from the French a bridge over the Scheld which they had occupied, he aug* 
mented his lofs ; and was at laft obliged to withdraw to his camp, after having 
v/itneffed the defeat of his beft troops. 

All the pofts .along the Scarpe, as far as Marchiennes, were fwept away by the 
viclors, and Marchiennes itfelf was foon after inverted by Villars ; though defended 
by a garrifon of four thoufand men, fuch was the ardour of the affailants, that it 
was compelled to furrender in three days ; all the ammunition and provifions that 
the enemy had laid up for the whole campaign, fell into the hands of the French ; 
the confederates retired from the walls of Landreci ; while Villars reduced Douay 
and Quefnoi, poffeffed himfelf in the latter of the military (lores of the allies, and 
terminated the campaign by the redu&ion of the important town of Bouchain. 

A. D. 17 1 3.] The preliminaries which had been figned between the courts of 
Paris and London were fucceeded by open conferences for peace at Utrecht ; thefe 
were quickened by the brilliant and rapid fuccefs of Villars — the emperor and 
fomeof the independent princes of Germany (till maintained an haughty and 
fullen referve, and refufed to (heath the fword. But Great-Britain, Holland, 
PrufTia, Portugal, and Savoy, acquiefced in the terms propofed, and figned fepa- 
rate treaties of peace, 

; By thefe Philip the Fifth was acknowledged king of Spain, but at the fame 
time he folemnly renounced . all pretenfions to the crown of France — Lewis, for 
the 1 other branches of the houfe of Bourbon, difavowed all right to the future 
fucceffion of any part of the Spanifh territories, and every precaution was taken 
to feparate for ever thofe kindred thrones. The king of France confented to gua- 
rantee the crown of Britain to the Proteftant line of the houfe of Hanover, to 
demolifli the fortifications of Dunkirk, and to yield acrofs the Atlantic, New- 
foundland, Hudfon's Bay, and Acadia — hepromifed to fequefter into the hands 
of Holland, for the. houfe of Auftria, all that France, or her allies, pofieffed in 
the Spanifli Netherlands, at the conclufion of the treaty of Ryfwick — he confented 
to allow the title of king of Prufiia to the eleftor of Brandenburg, and to cede to 
him, the town of Guelders, with part of the Spanifli Guelderland ; with Portugal, 
all ^places that had been taken on either fide were mutually reftored ; to the duke 

of king; he was alfo 



>ot- Savoy were given the ifland of Sicily, with the title 

iecured in the fucceffion of the 'Spanifh monarchy, in cafe 



of failure in the king 
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of Spain and his pofterity ; and in exchange for the valley of Barcelonetta and 
its dependencies, he obtained the reilitution of the duchy of Savoy, the county 
of Nice, and all the country along the Alps towards Piedmont. 

By fuch concefiions Lewis difarraed the rage of his mod formidable enemies, 
and refcued his kingdom from the deftru&ion that impended over it ; amidft mix- 
fortune and defeat, he eftabliflied his grandfon on the throne of Spain, whole pre- 
tentions had fir ft excited the hoftile confederacy of Europe ; and he was now iefc 
to turn his whole force againft the emperor, who, defeated and alone, ftiil nou- 
rifhed the flames of war. From theScheld marefchal Villars rapidly ditecled his 
fteps towards the Rhine; he made himfelf mailer of Spires and Worms, took 
Landau, pierced the lines which prince Eugene had ordered to be drawn from 
Brifgau, defeated Vauban, and laftly, inverted and reduced Friburg, the capital 
of Upper Auftria. 

His approach awakened Charles the Sixth from the delufive. idea that he had 
entertained of his own ftrength, and he now panted for that repofe which he fo 
lately indignantly rejected. At Radiladt, marefchal Villars and the prince of 
Eugene, who had been fo often oppofed to each other in the fiejd, were now 

oppofed in the cabinet' Both difplayed that franknefs of character for which 
they were diftinguifhed ; and defpifing the intrigues of courts, they feon adjufted 
the different pretenfions of their fovereigns. Lewis yielded to the emperor the 
fort of Keil, the city of Friburg, and old Brifac, with its dependencies \ but t 

he retained Strafbourgh and Landau, the fovereignty of Alface, and procured 
his allies, the electors of Cologn and Bavaria, to be reinftated in their ranks and 

•dominions. 

The domeftic mifery of Lewis had kept pace with the public calamities-; that 
court, the fplendour and magnificent entertainments of which had excited the 
envy and adminiftration of Europe, had long been impreffed with a deep and fet- 
Ued gloom- The paflion of the king for.madaine de Maintenon, and the addrefs. 
of that lady, who ftill kept alive his hopes, without gratifying his defires, had 
induced him to confent to a private marriage ; the art of furgery in Europe was 
yet feeble and crude ; a fiftula, with which the king was attacked, fpread a ge- 
neral alarm; and though the operation was fuccefsfully performed, yet he ever 
aftet led a more ferious and retired life, and chiefly devoted his hours to the 
converfation of madame de Maintenon, whofe influence increafed with his years. 

;But it was while his mind was yet oppreffed by a long and bloody war, invariably 
unfortunate, that. he was doomed to experience the fevereit pangs of domeftic af- 
fliction. The death of the king's only fon, which happened this year ; the duke 
of Burgundy, the duchefs his wife, and their eldeft fon, all fwept away within a 
few mouths, and laid in the fame tomb ; the only furviving child at the point of 
death ; thefe private woes added to thofe of the public, mark the reign of Lewis 
■the Fourteenth as- an sera of calamity ; and a wretched people awaited, in filence to 
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behold the former greatnefs and glory of their monarch extinguifhed by the dark 
cloud of mifery which obfcured his fetting fun. 

A. D. 1 7 I 4-] From thefe gloomy apprehenfions they were relieved by the* 
found of peace ; but one mortification ftill remained to embitter the laft hours of 
the king of France- He had enlarged the canal of Mardyke, and formed an har- 
bour there, which was thought already equal to that of Dunkirk. The earl of 
Stair, ambaffador from England, remonftrated againft this evafion of the treaty 
of Utrecht in the flrongeft terms, and Lewis reiudantly confented to difcontinue 
the works. 

The Catalans ftill refufed to fubmit to the authority of Philip of Spain ; bold 
and hardy, they flattered themfelves with the hopes of eredling a republic in that 
fruitful country ; and Lewis, who during the latter part of the war, had not been 
able to fupport his grandfon, now fitted out an armament for his affiftance. A 
fquadron of French fhips blocked up the harbour, and marefchal Berwick, with a 
confiderable army, inverted Barcelona by land. The inhabitants defended them- 
felves with a courage that was fortified by fanaticifm ; thepriefts and monks ran to 
arms, and mounted the trenches as if it had been a religious war ; but the queen of 
England, faithful to the treaty (lie had concluded, refufed their ^applications for 
affiftance ; the affailants at length penetrated into the town ; and the befieged, 
after having defended ftreet after flreet, were overpowered by the number of their 
enemies ; the clemency of Philip granted to them their lives and eftates ; but their 
important privileges were for ever abolifhed ; and the fpirit of that daring people, 
who, as Tacitus happily expreifes himfelf, " only feemed to live when engaged in 
war," was finally broken. 

A. D. 17 1 5.3 Queen Ann had expired in England, and the life of Lewis 
now alfo drew near its end. At the age of feventy-feven, that vanity and ambi- 
tion which had agitated the years of manhood, were nearly extinguifhed. He 
coldly liftened to the folicitations of the unfortunate James, who afpired to afcend 
the throne of his fifter, already filled by the ele&or of Hanover. To the impor- 
tunities of that prince he granted a fmall fupply of money, and a veffel fitted out 
in the name of an individual ; but while that enterprife hung in fufpence, Lewis 
himfelf was feized with a difeafe that brought him to the grave. 

In his ' laft hours he difplayed a greatnefs of mind worthy of his elevated 
fituation. " Why do you weep," faid he to his domeftics, " did you think me 
" immortal I" The fortitude with which he beheld his end, was diverted of 
that glare of oftentation which had tinfelled the reft of his life ; he had the cou- 
rage even to acknowledge his errors ; and his advice to his infant fucceffor was 
to avpid that glory which he himfelf had fought by war, and to confider the 

Kappihefs of his people as the principal objeft of his government. To madame 
de Maintenon he left no fixed ftipend, and contented himfelf with recommending 
her to. the care of the duke of Orleans; fhe immediately retired to St. Cyr, which 
had been founded at her perfuafion for the education of young ladies of quality 
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and demanded only a penfion of eighty thoufand Iivres ; this was regularly paid ' 
her to her death, an event which took place in about four years afterwards. 

The character of Lewis the Fourteenth, whofe long and various reign was al- 
ternately the glory and misfortune of his fubjefts, has exercifed the ingenuity of 
the molt celebrated hiftorians. The mafculine beauty of his perfon was embellifhed > 
with a noble air; the dignity of his behaviour was tempered with the higheft affa- 
bility and politenefs ; elegant without effeminacy, addi&sd to pleafure without 
neglecting bufinefs, decent in his very vices, and beloved in the mid ft of arbitrary - 
power. . But his qualities feenied rather thofe that attract a momentary regard, than; 
command a permanent efteem ! the talents, the fire of the ftatefman 'and the hero 
were (till wanting ; vanity rather prompted him to mfult, than ambition to enflave 
his neighbours ; though he frequently took the field, and reduced in perfon Franche 
Comte, and fever al of the ftrongeft towns of the Netherlands, yet his perfonal 
courage has not efcaped imputation ; and in repeated campaigns he never expofed 
his life or reputation to the hazard of a battle. A purer praife attends th* care . 
with which he foftered the arts and fciences ; though his own acquifitions in lite- 
rature were few and limited, yet he patronifed the learned with a liberal hand ; ; 
and the painter, the fculptor, and the architect, were woke into life by the genial : 
ray of his bounty, . 
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THE cares of government, which the tender years of Lewis the Fifteenth' ren* 
dered him unable to affume, were devolved by .the will of the deceafed monarch 



council 



received 



inftead:of entrufting to him the fole power,* gave him only a cafting vote. He 
appealed from the injurious decifion to the parliament of Paris ; that affembly fet .. 
afide the teftament of a king whom living they had .feared and obeyed, and de- 
clared the duke of Orleans fole regent. 

. The unfortunate James (from his. empty claim to the throne of Great Britain, , 

better. .afterwards known as. the:Pretender) had landed .in. Scotland, and had ex* 
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perienced in his reception the hereditary attachment of that country to the Houfe 

of Stuart : but the ardour of his undifciplined followers was repulfcd by the ve- 
teran troops of George the Firft, who fwayed the fceptre of Britain. The pre- 
tender himfelf efcaped from the inaufpicious coaft, to hide his difgrace in Com- 
mercy, in Lorrain ; his unhappy adherents perifhed on the fcaffold, or Avere dri- 
ven into exile ; and his future hopes were" extinguifhed by the friend fliip which 
the regent of France affiduoufty cultivated with the Houfe of Hanover. 

A. D. 1715, J 7 16. J The duke of Orleans poffeffed courage, penetration, and 
:an underftanding improved by ftudy : frank and eafy in his manners, of all the 
defendants of Henry the Fourth he.refembled him the mod ; but his extravagant 
third after novelty and pleafure call a (hade over his more fplendid qualities ; and 
his excefilve attachment to the fair, impaired his conftitution and diminifhed his 
reputation. The early meafures of his adminiftration afforded to the people the 
molt favourable impreffions ' of his judgment, his equity and moderation. His 
gratitude reftored to the parliament the right of remonftrating againft the edicts of 
the crown : he compelled thofe who during the late reign had fattened on the mi* 
feries of the people, to difgorge their ill-gotten wealth; he re-peopled the cities 
that had been deferted, and the lands that had been laid wade by the ravages of 
war ; he promoted commerce, rewarded agriculture, and difpelled the jealoufv 
that Europe had entertained of the turbulent difpofition of France, by a clofe al- 
liance with Great Britain and the United Provinces. 

A. D. 17 16, 1717.] But that tranquillity which the pacific inclinations of the 
regent promifed to maintain, was foon interrupted by the reftlefs and intriguing 
genius of -cardinal Alberoni, firft minifter of Spain. That flatefman, whofe ex- 
travagant and chimerical proje&s alarmed and aftonifiied Europe, had re-eftablifli- 
ed in a few years the finances and troops of the Spanifli monarchy ; he now form- 
ed the defign of recovering Sardinia from the emperor \ of wrefting Sicily from 
the dukes of Savoy, to whom it had been affigned by the treaty of Utrecht ; and 
of eftablilhing the Pretender on the throne of England. He negociated with the 
vOttoman Porte, the Czar, Peter the Great of Rufiia, and Charles the Twelfth, 
:king of Sweden. The Turks were to refume the war againft the emperor, which 
the courage and conduit of prince Eugene had lately compelled them to relin- 
cjuifli with difgrace ; the Ruffians and Swedes were to invade Great Britain, re- 
ftore thefamily of Stuart, and expel the Houfe of Hanover, 

But the projetl of Alberoni was ftill incomplete as long as the duke of Or- 
leans .retained the regency of France. His intrigues foon penetrated into the ve- 
ry capital of, that kingdom,;, he kindled an infurreftion in Brittany j introduced 
in difgurfe fm all .parties of troops to the fupport of the infurgents ; and excited 
thofe who envied thefortune, to oppofe the authority and feize the perfon of the 
regent. But the vigilance 'of the duke of Orleans detected the confpiracy ; the 
partifans of Alberoni fuffered on the fcalfold; the king of Sweden, on whom he 
iprincipaiiy depended, loft his life in Norway-; the Czar was occupied in the h> 
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terrial regulation of his dominions ; the Turks' refufed to enter into new wars; 
ahd the ambitious cardinal faw at once the emperor, the regent of France, and the 

king of Great Britain united againft him. 

Yet this powerful combination did not entirely baffle the exteritive fchemes of 
Alberoni ; the fleet he had fitted out, ravaged, and reduced the ifland of Sardi- 
nia to the fubje&ion of Spain: from thence it directed its courfe towards Sicily; 
fuccefsfully landed the forces of Philip; and the banners of that monarch were 

foon difplayed from feveral of the moft confiderable towns. -But while the 
Spaniards urged the fiege of Meflina, they were furprifed by the appearance of a 
Britifh fquadron. The fleet of Spain was defeated after a feeble refiftance ; and 
the remnant that efcaped the purfuit of the vi&ors, abandoned the Jiopelefs 
enterprife on Sicily, and fought Ihelter in their own harbours. 

The duke of Orleans had declared war againft: Spain in concert with the 
Englifh 1 and the firft hoftile operations commenced by Lewis the Fifteenth were 
againft his uncle, whom Lewis the Fourteenth had, at the expence of fo much 
blood, efhbliflied on his throne. The forces of France were entrufted to the 
marefchaf duke of Berwick, whofe vidtories had formerly contributed to place 
the fcep.tre in the hands of Philip; he fuccefliyely inverted and reduced Fontera- 

bia and* St. Sebaftian in the province of Bifcay ; and Spain, overwhelmed with 
difafters both by feaand land, confented to fue for peace* The conditions were 
dictated by the regent of France : he infifted that Philip fliould difmifs his mini- 
Iter ; and Alberoni was delivered to the French troops, and condufted to the 
frontiers of Italy, having only obtained by his fplendid defigns the character of a 
rafli and inconfiderate projector. Fonterabia and St. Sebaftian were reftored to 
. Spain; but Sicily was transferred to the emperor Charles and the dukes of Savoy, 
in exchange, acquired Sardinia, and with the title of king have poflefled that 

.ifland ever fince. 1 

To cement the kindred thrones of France and Spain, the duke of * Orleans 

proje&ed a double marriage. His own daughter^ Mademoifelle Montpenfier was 
united to Don Lewis, prince of the * Auftrias \ and the infanta of 'Spain was be- 
trothed to her coufin the king of France. The ties of blood but feldom bind 
•ambitious princes ; but th£ late rupture betwen the two courts had reciprocally 
opened their eyes to their real interefts, and the houfe of Bourbon was convinced 
that by unanimity alone it could refift its common enemies. 

A. D. 1716, 1718.3 That ' fpirit of enterprife which could no longer be dif- 
played in \yar, t was now diverted to the internal regulations of the ftate. A 
Scotchman named John Law, who had been obliged to fly from England for 
murder, had. formed the plan of a company that might pay off the debts of a 
nation ;by. notes, .and reimburfe itfelf by its profits. This needy adventurer had 
wandered through Europe, and endeavoured to excite the attention of various 
courts. He -firft opened his project to viftor Amadeus, duke of Savoy, and 

who afterwards- acquired the title of king of Sardinia ; but that prince rejected 
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the propofol, with the reply, " that he was not rich enough to ruin himfelf. 99 
It was received with more favourable prepofleffions in France > every circunt- 
ftance of public affairs contributed to recommend it ; a debt of two hundred 
miliums oppreffecl the ftate; no common refources appeared equal to the enor- 
mous burthen ; and the inclinations of the people, ever prone to novelty, were 
feconded by the difpofition of the regent. 

The banK at firft iffued their notes with caution ; but the credit with which they 
were attended, foon increafed the amount ; its connexion with the Miffifippi, a. 
trading company, from which great advantages were expected, allured the public 
with the hopes of extraordinary gain, it now afpired to grander objefts ; was de- 
clared the bank of the king ; embraced the management of the trade to Senegal ; 
acquired the privileges which the celebrated Colbert had granted to the oldEafWn* 
dia Company ; and finally, engroffed the farming of the national taxes. 

A. D. 1719, 1720.J But this plan, which, if confined in proper bounds,, 
might have been attended with the moft falutary effe&s, foon burfl the limits that 
Had been propofed ; and fweeping before it the feeble barriers of policy and dis- 
cretion,, overwhelmed the nation in its rapid courfe. Thoufands daily crowded to 
exchange- their gold for bills ; and the flu&uation of the ftock afforded an oppor- 
tunity to obfcure individuals to acquire immenfe fortunes. The notes circulated 

exceeded fourfcore times the real value of the current coin of the kingdom. At 

length the delufion was difpelled : the bafis of the fabric was credit ; and the mo- 
ment a doubt prevailed, the whole edifice fell to the ground. By drawing upon 
it for.confiderable fums, the late financiers and great bankers exhaufted the royal 
bank i every one was now as eager to convert their notes into money, as they were 

lately to convert their money into notes ; but the difproportion was enormous ; the 
arrets of the regent, inftead of reftoring confidence to the people, extinguifhed it j 
and the fame year that gave birth to the company's a&ions, beheld them return to* 
their primitive nothing. 

Law himfelf, the author of this fatal projeft,. who had been raifed from a mere 
adventurer to a lord, and from a banker to a minifter of (late, was the fame year 
loaded with the public execration, obliged to fly the country he had attempted tar 
enrich^ and had entirely ruined- He went off in a poft-chaife that was lent him 
by the duke of Bourbon-Conde with only two thoufand louis d'ors, the fcanty 
remnant of his tranfitory opulence ; fubfifted fome time in London on the liberality 
• of a French. nobleman ; and died at Venice in a ftate little removed from indigence. 

It was not France alone that was afflided by the credulous avarice of her peo- 
ple j in London, in Amfterdam, and Rotterdam, the fame fpirit of fpeculation 
prevailed. The Englifh entered with fimilar ardour into the vifionary hopes of the 
South Sea Company, and experienced a fimilar difappointment. Thofe fhares 
which had been eagerly fought after at the price of one thoufand pounds fterling,. 
were in the courfe of the- fame month fold for oiie hundred and fifty ; and fo ex- 
tensive had the infatuation fpread, that Europe trembled at theprofged of a general 

bankruptcy. 
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A. D. 1720, 1721.3 The attention of the regent was engroffed in afluaging 
the diftra&ion which the projeft of Law had excited. An account and valuation 
were taken of the private fortunes of individuals ; and this laborious work was- 
planned, digefted, and conducted by four brothers of lhe name of Paris, who 
had never before any connection with public affairs, but whole genius and appli- 
cation deferved to be entrufted with the wealth of the nation. They eftablifhed a 
iuiTicient number of offices for the matters of requefts and other judges ; they 
reduced to order the huge and misfhapen chaos before them j five hundred eleven 
thoufand and nine perfons, moft of them fathers of families, brought their whole 
fortunes in paper to this tribunal ; the enormous demand was liquidated at a certain* 
fum, and government became refponfible for the future payment of it. 

The parliament of Paris, by their fupport of the pretentions of the duke of Or- 
leans to the regency, had excited his gratitude ; their oppofition to the brilliant 
but fatal project of Law had arouied his indignation : he banilhed them to Pon- 
toife ; and the citizens, who in the minority of Lewis the Fourteenth had vindi- 
cated the privileges of that affembly by a general infurre&ion, now beheld them 
exiled without a fingle murmur. A dearth that depopulated Provence-, was fub- 
mitted to with more honourable refignation — commerce foon repaired the diftrefs 
the late innovations had occafioned — and the court, which on the death of Lewis 

had refumed its wonted magnificence, was now diftinguiihed by fuperior luxury 



profufi 
A. D. 1720, 1722.] 
nal Dubois; a man who, defcended from an obfeure apothecary in a remote. pro 



minifter 



vince 



in the ftate. By the recommendation of the duke of Vendofme, he was introduced; 

into the family of the late duke of Orleans, and preferred to be tutor to the pre- 

fent — by adminiftering to the pleafures of his pupil he gained his confidence— a, 

final 1 fhare of wit, a ftrong turn for debauchery, great flexibility, and above all J 
a tafte like his matter's for Angularity, railed his immenfe fortune : yet he ftill re- 
mained rather the companion of the regent's exceffes than* k ~ ~— * r U! 

fels. A court thoughtlefs, diflipated, and unprincip 
motion they ought to have regarded with indignation ; and death foon after inter- 
fupted the licentious career of the cardinal, who expired as he had lived, with, a/ 
thorough contempt of all religious ceremonies. 



A. D. 1723.] 



fixed 



majority — the regency of courfe expired — and the duke of Orleans affumed jhe- 
title of minifter. But his own life alfo drew near its end — his conftitution was 
ihaken by excefs, and his intemperate paffions allowed him not to follow that regi- 
men his phyficians prefcribed : he himfelf had been ftrongly addi&ed to chemiftry 
— and his attachment to that fcience had awakened the jealoufy of the people. At 
the clofe of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, when the fudden deaths of the 

royal family opened to him a profped of fucceeding to the throne, public rumour. 
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' had accufed him of haftening their deaths by his deadly arts. But his fubfequent 

• conduct effaced the injurious fufpicion — with paternal care he watched over the 
tender years of Lewis ; nor is it probable that the man, whofe ambition had fought 

. a crown through the death of fo many, fhould have hefitated to complete his 

i crimes by extinguifhing the life of a feeble infant. 

A. D. 1723, 1725.]] On the death of the duke of Orleans, the reins of go- 
vernment were committed to the hands of the duke of Bourbon-Conde. A king 
young, indolent, and uninftrufted — a minifter without talents or ambition, and a 
kingdom at peace, furnifh but flender materials for the pen of the hiftorian. In 
Spain, Philip the Fifth, who in purfuit of that throne had deluged Europe with 
blood, gave way to a fettled melancholy. Devotion ferved only to inflame him 
with the love of retirement, and he refigned his crown to his el deft fon Don 
- Lewis. On the death of that prince, which happened foon after, he was prevailed 
on to refume it : but indifferent to the cares of government, he abandoned himfelf 
to the afcendancy of his confort, the daughter of Vidlor Amadeus, duke of Savoy ; 
but who, with the illand, had acquired the title of king of Sardinia. The late 
duke of Orleans had engaged the hand of the king of France to the Infanta of 
Spain j but though that princefs had been received at Paris with the honours of a 
queen, the tender years of Lewis allowed him not to confummate his marriage. 
As he advanced to maturity, the courtiers difcovered through his natural. indolence, 
and that politenefs which he ever cultivated, a pointed averfion to the .intended, 
partner of his bed- The people, impatient of an union which might extinguilh. 
their hopes of male ifTue, and expofe the kingdom, by a difputed fucceffion, to the 
calamities of civil war, loudly murmured againft the duke of Bourbon ; the mi- 
nifter, though reluctantly, yielded to the general voice ; he fent back the Infanta ; 
and the queen of Spain, daring, violent, and implacable, would probably have 
relented the infiilt by open hoftilities, had not her turbulent difpofition already en- 
gaged her in a difpute with the empire. 

* A. D. 1726.] This was the only political event that chara£terifed the ftiort 
and languid adminiftration of the duke of Bourbon-Conde- . The reins of govern- 
ment foon after dropped from his hands into thofe of cardinal Fleury : At the age 

of feventy- three, that prelate devoted the remains of a life which hitherto had 
challenged the public efteem, to the ungrateful toils that attend minifterial power; 
and at a period when the moft ambitious feek repofe, entered the lifts of lame. 
Yet he himfelf was diftinguiflied for hisiimplicity and modefty, and with reluctance 
had expofed his virtuous manners to the. contagion of a court. He had been ap- 
pointed in the former reign to the bifhopric of Frejus, a fee in a diftant and dil'a- 
greeable country ; and he was fo difgufted with the fituation that he foon after 
fubfcribeda familiar letter, cc Fleury, by the divine indignation, bifhop.of Frejus." 
But in that ftation he pra&ifed the fame peco&omy that he afterwards difplayed in 
a more eminent condition and though . the fee of Frejus, when he was nominated 

to it, ;was heavily burthened with debts, yet he refigned it clear and unincumbered* 
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The ft ate of his health was the pretence for his refignation ; and candour will. ex- 

cufe the inoftenfive deceit that enabled him to relinquifli a dignity fo -many 
anxioufly fought after. The folicitations of marefchal Villeroy prevailed on the 
late king to appoint Fieury, by a codicil in his will, preceptor to his infant grand- 
fon ; and if we may believe the confidential letter of that prelate to cardinal Qui* 
rini, he undertook the important truft with regret. 

But though he unwillingly accepted the envied appointment, yet he discharged 
it with unimpeached fidelity and diligence. Above the intrigues of a court, he 
difdained the cabals which a minority fofter, and endeavoured to form the mind 
of his royal pupil to bufinefs, to fecrecf, and to probity. The foil indeed but 
ill repaid his culture ; yet the regent licentious as he was, faw and approved the 
virtues which he neglected to imitate — The efteem of the public was mingled 

with the regard of the prince ; and his amiable and prudent difpofition excited . 

the univerfal wifh of France to fee him at the head of affairs. 
' A. D. 1726, 1729.] The gratitude of his pupil at length concurred with the 
voice of the people, and cardinal Fieury, while he reje&ed the invidious title of 
prime minifter, ruled the kingdom with abfolute authority. The adminiftration 
of the duke of Bourbon-Conde had expired after reftoring the Infanta to -Spain, 
with providing a new alliance for his fovereign, more congenial to his -incli- 
nations • 

■ 

Staniflaus Lefcziniki had been raifed to the throne of Poland by the victorious 
arms of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, and experienced, after the defeat of 
Pultowa, the viciflitudes which mark the Angular life of that royal adventurer. 
The nobility of Poland had recognifed their former fovereign, Auguftus, eleftor 
of Saxony, whom the Swedifh king had compelled to relinquifli the crown, and 
to retire. within his ele&oral dominions. Staniflaus defcended from the throne 
with a mind fuperior to fortune, and cultivated in private life the virtues which 
had diftinguHhed him in public. His daughter M-ry ftill retained the title of 
princefs, and that lady was chofen by the prince to fhare the bed of Lewis ; their 
nuptials were celebrated with royal magnificence — The new queen, deftitute of 
perfonal charms, never perhaps infpired with love the bofom of her confort, 
who foon began t6 indulge his tafte for variety ; but her meeknefs, piety, and 

ready acquiefcence to his will, extorted his efteem ; and the birth of a dauphin, 
the fruits of their union, eftablifhed the peaceable fucceflion of the crown, unci 

b'anifhed the fears of the people. 

A. D. 1732.3 The pacific difpofition of Fieury correfponded with the im- 
mediate welfare of France; he quietly left the kingdom to. repair its lofles, and 
to enrich itfelf by an advantageous and extenfive commerce, without making 
any innovations; and treated the ftate in his political fy (tern like a ftrong and 
robuft body, which recovers by the vigour of its own jconftitution, 

A.D. 1733-] At length the death of Auguftus king of Poland and eleftor 
. Of - Saxony, rekindled throughout Europe the flames of war. The freefufFrages 
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of the Poles called Staniflaus, the father-in-law of Lewis, to that throne from 
which he once already had defcended with a magnanimity, fcarce to be equalled ^ 
bujt his eie&ion was oppofed by the empire and the Ruffians, who under the 
invigorating genuis of Peter the Great, had lately emerged from obfcurity. — 
tThat monarch had given laws, difcipline and knowledge, to the immenfe deferfs 
of Mufcovy ; had broken the power of the Swedes, which fo long had over- 
awed the North % and affumed in the balance of Europe that place which they 
fiad formerly occupied. His fucceffox^now entered into a confederacy with the 
emperor to fupport the nomination of the fon of the late king to the crown of 
Poland; their numerous forces deluged that unhappy country ; and Staniflaus be- 
fieged in Dantzic, efcaped from the tottering walls of that city in difguife, eluded 
the vigilance of his enemies, and, after a variety of dangers and adventures,, 
reached the dominions of his fon-in-Iaw in fafety- 

A. D. 1734, 1736.] A feeble attempt had been made by Fleury to fuccQur 

Dantzic ; and fifteen hundred French, detached for that purpofe. were over- 
whelmed by an hoft of Ruffians. Auguftus the Third was eftablifhed on the 
throne of Poland by the united arms of Anne of Ruffia and the emperor Charles 
the Sixth j. the diftance of the former was alone fufficient to fecure her from the 
refentment of the French ; but the dominions of the emperor were both accefli- 
ble and vulnerable ; and France prepared to avenge by arms the outrage that 
had difppffeffed Staniflaus of Poland, Charles Emanuel, king of Sardinia, (for 
Viftor Amadeus had refigned his throne) concurred in the views of the courts' 
of Madrid and Verfailles ; the confederates poured their troops into Italy, and: 
fwept all refiftance before them ; while France afferted her fuperiority on the . 
banks of the Rhine, and reduced Khiel, Trierbach, and Philipfburgh. 

The emporor bent before the ftorm, and received the conditions of' peace, . 
which the vi&orious arms of France impofed. Don Carlos, fecond fon to the: 
king of Spain, was acknowledged as king of \Naples and Sicily, both of which- 
were difmembered from the houfe of Auftria; the king of Sardinia obtained, in 
the duchy of Milan, the Novarefe, the Tortpnefe, and the fiefs of Langesj to 
Francis duke of Lorrain, was affigned the inheritance of the houfe of Medicisj 
and the duchies of Lorrain and Bar were ceded by the duke to the crown of 
France. 

- Staniflaus, on whofe account this war had been commenced, refigned in the 
treaty his pretenfions to the kingdom of Poland, but was permitted to retain the 

title of king. The liberality of Lewis rendered that dignity more refpettable 

l>y bellowing on his father-in-law, during his life, the duchies of Bar and Lor- 

tain, which he had juft acquired; after- the death of Staniflaus thefe territories 
reverte'd to the crown, and were indilfolubly united to the dominions of France. 
; A. D. X737, 1739.] The difputes of Spain and England, refpe&ing the trade 
of America,, only feebly interrupted the tranquillity of Europe; and cardinal 

^leujry; .ftill * ^urfued in France that pacific fyftem to which hje was fo ftrongly ai> 
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tached. Inftead of arming the neighbouring potentates againft each other, he 
inceffantly laboured to extinguifli their jealoufies, and reconcile their hoftile • 
difpofitions. . He conciliated for a moment the Genoefe and Corficans, who had 

already plunged themfclves into the calamities of civil war ; and his mediation . 
was even accepted by the Ottoman Porte ; which defifted from improving its , 
advantages in Hungary, and at his powerful interceffion granted peace to the : 
diftreis of the emperor. 

A. D. 1740,] But this happinefs was not of long duration; the emperor 
Charles the Sixth, the lad prince of the houfe of Auftria, expired in the fifty- 
fifth year of his age, and his death awakened the pretenfions of the different 
princes of Europe. Maria Therefa, the emperor's elded daughter, . married to < 
Francis of Lorrain, grand duke of Tufcany, claimed by right of blood, and by 
the gurantee of the different powers of Europe, the whole of the Auftrian fuc- 
cefiion. This comprifed the kingdoms of Hungaria and Bohemia, the province ■ 
of Silefia, Auftria, Swabia, Upper and Lower Auftria, Stiria, Carinthia, Car 
niola, the four foreft towns, Burgaw, Brifgaw, the Low Countries, Friuli, 
Tirol, the duchy of Milan, and the duchies of Parma and Placentia. 

That princefs, though flie was permitted peaceably to ta\e poffeflion of this 
yaft inheritance, was not without competitors. Charles Albert, eleSor of Ba- 
varia, from the will of Ferdinand the Firft, brother to the emperor Charles the 
Fifth, afferted his right to Bohemia ; the king of Sardinia refumed his claim on 
Milan ; the kings of Spain and Poland urged their pretenfions to the whole 
fucceflion ; nor was Lewis the Fifteenth deftitute of a fimilar claim ; he was des- 
cended in a direft line from the eldeft male branch of the houfe of Auftria, by 
two princefies married to his anceftors, Lewis the Thirteenth and Lewis the 
fourteenth; but he wifhed not to awaken the jealoufy of Europe, end enter- 
tained hopes of aggrandifing himfelf, and N of difmembering the Auftrian domini- 
ons, by fupporting the pretenfions of another* 

A. D. 1741..] Yet Maria Therefa rather confided in, than was alarmed at, 
th? number of the claimants ; fhe had ingratiated herfelf with the Hungarians, 
by voluntarily taking the ancient path of their fovereigns, by which their fub- 
jS&s are allowed, if their privileges are invaded, to defend themfelves, without 
ijjeing treated as rebels ; and was engaged in traverfmg, in favour of her confort, 
$ie defigns of France, that endeavoured to fix the imperial crown on the head of- 
the eledlor of Bavaria, when Ihe was furprifed by the invafion of a new and un- 
expected pretender- The king of Pruflia, Frederick the Third, laid claim to four 

duchies in Silefia ; he fuddenly entered that country, defeated the Auftrians near 
Molwitz, and occupied the whole of the duchy. 

The vi&ory of Molwitz was the fignal for war; cardinal Fleur.y, in the eighty- 
fifth year of his age, was indeed but little inclined to relinquifh the pacific fyftem 
tftat he adored ; but he was overwhelmed by the impetuous eloquence and enter- 

grifing fpirit of the brothers, the marefchal and chevalier de Belleille. . Thefe re» 
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• prefented to Lewis that the period was now arrived of finally breaking the power 
of the houfeof Auftria, and exalting that of Bourbon on its ruins; and that fo 
favourable an opportunity never again would offer of raifing the ele&or of Bava- 
ria to the imperial throne. The affent of a monarch, whofe vanity was great, 
and difcernnient little, was eafily obtained to this fplendid project ; and* cardinal 
Fleury tottering on the brink of the grave, yet ftill enamoured of power, con- 
Tented to fan&ionwith his name an enterprife he had never approved, and to pre- 
fide over a people whofe councils he was not permitted to direct. 

The count of Belleiile negociated a treaty with the king of Pruffia, by which the 
eledtor of Bavaria, with the imperial crown, was to poflefs Bohemia, Upper Auf- 
tria, and the Tyrolefe ; the king of Poland was to be gratified with Moravia and 
the Upper Silefia, and Frederic was to retain Lower Siiefia, with the town of 
Neifs, and the county of Glatz. To enforce thefe conditions, the French troops 
were immediately put in motion. Lewis appointed the eleftor of Bavaria, whom 

he meant to place in the firft rank among Chriftian princes, his lieutenant-general, 
•with the marefchals Belleifle and Broglio to aft under him. 

A. D. 1 741, 1742*] The fuccefs of the French was rapid, fplendid, and 
tranfient j the king of England was reduced to conclude a neutrality as elector of 
Hanover, for his German dominions ; the confederates furprifed Paffau, poifeffed 
* themfelves of Lintz, and menaced Vienna- Maria Therefa retired from her ca- 
pital to Prefburgh in Hungary ; and that people vowed to conquer or die in the 
fervice of their fovereign. New and formidable armies were in an inftant fupplied 
by their enthufiaftic loyalty ; the French declined the dangerous neighbourhood 
of Vienna, directed their march into Bohemia, and in conjunction with the Sax- 
ons reduced the city of Prague : from that important acquifition the elector of Ba- 
varia purfued his route to Frankfort, and was there elected emperor, under the 
title of Charles the Seventh, and inverted wirh the enfigns of imperial authority* 

But from the moment that he attained his envied dignity, the hours of that 
prince were invariably devoted to calamity: jealoufies already prevailed among 
the confederates; the French army was in its progrefs continually diminifhed by 
ficknefs or defertion ; George the Second, diftinguifhing between his capacity of 
king of Great Britain and elector of Hanover, refolved as the former to fupport 
the queen of Hungary; and the very day that Charles was proclaimed emperor at 
Frankfort, he received intelligence that Lintz had been recovered by the AuJtriari 
general Khevenhuller, though defended by ten thoufand veteran troops of France* 
Even this difafter was foon forgotten in an event more important and more fatal. 
The king of Pruffia had penetrated into Moldavia, but was compelled to retire 
before prince Charles of Lorrain ;. reinforced by the prince of Anhalt Deifau, he 
fuddenly turned on his purfuers. At Czaflaw he engaged and defeated the Auf- 
trians ; but with his ufual fagacity, he feized the moment of viftory to conclude 
> an advantageous peace at Breflaw, which left him in poflellion of the Upper and 
Lower Siiefia^ .with the county of Glatz* A.t the fame time a treaty was figned 
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between the queen of Hungary and Auguftus the Third, king of ijoland, whicji 
transferred to the latter a confiderable .extent of country -in the kingdom of Bohe- 



mia. 



The French received with aftoniftiment and difmay the intelligence of the treaty 
of Breflaw. Defertcdby their two moil powerful allies, andpreffed by the fupe- 
rior numbers of the Auftrians, they retreated precipitately under the walls of 
Prague. A fecond army, under marefchal Maillebois, was detached to their ajf- 
fiftance ; but prince Charles had already occupied the palTes of the intervening 
mountains: Maillebois was obliged to retreat.; and the French in Prague were 
only faved from the difgrace of furrendering by the {kill and courage of maref- 
vchal Belleifle, who eluded the vigilance of the Auftrians, and though inceflantly 
purfued by afuperior enemy, in the depth of winter, fuccefsfully- conduced his 
army through a hoftile country above ninety miles to the friendly walls of Egra. • 

Italy prefented to the contending powers, a campaign equally Augorous and dif- 
fufive with that of Germany. Philip the Fifth, who had already eftablifhed one 
Ton on the throne of the two Sicilies, was defirous of placing a crown on the head 
of Philip his fon, by a fecond marriage with Elizabeth Farnefe, daughter to the 
•duke of Parma. Parma, Placentia, and the Milanefe, were the territories he 
afpired to. The king of Sardinia, alarmed at the progrefs of the houfe of Bour- 
bon, had lately renounced his alliance with the courts of Verfailles and Madrid, 
and entered into engagements with the queen of Hungary, and the king of En- 
gland ; but the king of the two Sicilies, while he profeffed himfeif neuter, fecretiy 
'prepared to fupport the ambitious defigns of his family. From this intention he 
>was diverted by the unwelcome appearance of an Englifh fquadron in the Bay of 
Naples ; commodore Martin, to whom was intruded the proud commiflion of 



th 



and the 



received a peremptory and fatisfa&ory anfwer in the fpace of an-houi 
'king, to avert the deftru&ion of his capital, engaged to preferve a ftri£t neutrality 
>during the courfe of the war. 

A. D. 1743.] The hoftile armies, by the evacuation of Prague, were tranf- 
-ferred from the banks of the Danube to that of the Rhine ; and cardinal Fleury, 
©ppreffed by increafmg years and the difappointments of his country, clofed a life, 
that would have been terminated with more glory before the -commencement of 



war. 



minifter 



felf at «the head of the army. The king of England had already taken the field 
with forty thoufand EngKfli, Hanoverians, ;.and Auftrians. Atithe village of Det- 



ti ngen 



marefchal 



•Had the French patiently occupied the neighbouring heights, the confederates 
smuft have furrendered at discretion— but their ardour ^precipitated them on the 
-allies, and their temerity was chaftifed by a fevere defeat. The.king of England, 

inftead of improving his advantage, profecuted his parch to B^nau— and the duke 
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of Noailles, after eolle&ing his fcattered forces, haftened to join marefchal Goigny 
in Upper Alface, who was threatened by prince Charles of Lorrain- 

In Italy, a bloody but indecifive battle was fought at Campo Santo r between 
the Spaniards, commanded by count de Gages, and the Auftrians and Piedmon- 
tefe,. under count Traun — yet though both claimed the honour of the field, the 
former, thought it prudent foon after to repafs thePareno, and to take fhelter nvthe 
ecclefiafticai territories. 

A. D. 1744. ] To diftraft the attention of the Englifh, Lewis the Fifteenth 
refolved to efpoufe the fortunes of the exiled houfe of Stuart. Charles Edward 
eldeft fon to the Chevalier de St. George, the grandfon of the unforiunate James 
the Second, had, on the firft found of war, been invited into France. It was now 

propofed to prove how far the affeSions of England flood inclined to him an 

army of fifteen thoufand men was aflembled in Picardy, under count Saxe a 

number of tranfports were colle&ed at Calais, Dunkirk, and Boulogne ; and'. 
Charles, to whom his father had delegated his pretenfions, left Rome, and arrived 
in the French camp. But an Englifh fquadron, under Sir John Norris 5 rode tif- 
timphant in the channel ; and though the combined fleets of France and Spain 
maintained foon after, -in the Mediterranean, a doubtful confiift with that of 
England, yet Lewis ventured not to encounter that people in their own feas 5 and 
the young pretender was obliged to wait a more favourable opportunity, 

Lewi3himfelf invaded Flanders, and feconded by the. duke of Noailles, and 
count Saxe, natural fon to Auguftus the Second, king of Poland, and who by> 
his military exploits revived the fame of Conde and Turenne, fuccefiively reduced 

Menin, Ypres and Furnes. From this fcene of conquefl he- was foon recalled to 
the defence of his own dominions — prince Charles- of Lorrain had pafled the 
Rhine at the head of fixty thoufand Auftrians, had taken Weifenberg, and laid ail 
Lower Alface under contribution- To repel this invafion, marefchal Noailles was 
detached with forty thoufand choice troops ; while marefchal Saxe in Flanders, by- 
his mafterly movements, baffled the defigns of. the allies,, though far fuperiorin. 
numbers. 

With a confiderable reinforcement, Lewis prepared to follow - the fteps of 

Noailles \ but at Metz he was feized with a putrid fever that threatened his life, 

and retarded the operations^ of his generals* His danger diffufed ; confternation . 
throughout the kingdom ; and the uncommon tranfports of joy with which his 
recovery was attended, touched the heart of the monarch himfelf, nor eould he 
help exclaiming, " What a pleafure is it to-be thus beloved !. What- have- I. done. 
" to deferve it ! J * 

But the king depended not alone on his own arms for the defence- of ' Alface>; 
he had already negociated a new alliance with the king of Pruflia ; and Frederic., 
fenfiblethat if the queen of Hungary fhonld again acquire the afcendancy,. the 
treaty of Breflaw would prove a feeble barrier to her ambition* once more pene- 
trated into Bohemia, and extended his ravages as far as Moldaw. Prince Charles 
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repaffed the Rhine, to check the progrefs of this formidable enemy ; and Frederic; 
in his turn, was obliged to evacuate Bohemia with precipitation, and retire into 
Silefia ; while Lewi?, availing himfelf of the retreat of the Au ft runs, invefted 
and reduced Friburg. 

The prince of Conti entered Italy, and having elFefted a junftion with Don 
Philip, whofe aggrandifement fir ft plunged Spain into the tumult of war. attacked \ 
the ftrongeft polt of Chateau Dauphin, where the king of Sardinia commanded 
in perfon. It was carried after an obftinate conflict, and the confederates imme- 
diately laid liege to Conti, the pofleffion of which was neceflary to open them a 
pafiage into the Milanefe. But though they obtained afecond victory over Charles 

Emanuel, difeafe pervaded the camp ; they were compelled to retire from the in- 
aufpicious walls, evacuate Piedmont, repafs the Alps, and fhelter the remnant of 
their 'way -worn followers in Dauphinc. 

A. D. 1745.] Amidft the various viciffitudes of war, the emperor Charles the 
Seventh was once more reftored to his capital ; but his fituation, on the retreat of 
thePrulhans, grew more precarious every/ hour. His frame was exhaufted by 
inceflant anxiety, and 'death' delivered him from again exhibiting to Europe the 

fpe&acle of imperial mifery. His fon Maximilian Jofeph, a youth of feventeen* 
concluded, through the mediation of the king of Great-Britain, a treaty with the 

queen of Hungary, which eftablifhed him in the peaceable pofieflion of the elec- 
torate of Bavaria »j and rejected the alliance of France, which had proved fo fatal . 
to his- father. 

Lewis in vain tempted the ambition of Auguftus, king of Poland, with the im- 
perial crown ; that monarch rejefted the fplendid allurement, and maintained his 
engagements with the queen of Hungary and the king of England ; and the court 
of Verfailles had foon after the mortification of beholding Francis of Lorrain, the 
confort of the former;, invefted with the imperial dignity at Frankfort. Yet France 
ftill obftinately purfued the war ; and her monarch, accompanied by the dauphin^ 

in Flanders animated his forces by his prefence : commanded by count Saxe, they. 

laid fiege to Tournay, one of: the ftrongeft towns in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

The Engliftr, the Dutch, and the Auftrians, under the duke of Cumberland, fe- 
cond fon to the king of England, advanced to the relief : of that place :. The plains 

of Fontenoy were rendered memorable by the bloody and obftinate conflift. At 
length the allies were broken by the numbers of their enemies, and the fuperior 
Ikill of - count Saxe ; they retreated with*con(iderable lofs, . occupied foon after a : 
ftrong camp between Bruflels and Antwerp, and remained ina&ive during the reft 
of the-campaign ; while the French reduced by ftratagem or force Tournay, Ou- 

denarde, Ath, Dendermond, Ghent, , Oftend, Nieuport, and the principal forti* 
fiedr.places through Auftrian Flanders* 

The fuccefs of . the houfe of Bourbon in Italy was equally rapid ; Don Philip 
and marefchal Maillebois prefled. with .their, fuperior forces the king of Sardinia. 

and Schulenbgrg. Charles Emanuel retired behind the Bo, and even trembled foty 
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•the fate of his capital ; while the kindred armies of France and Spain deluged ail 
-Italy ; and Don Carlos clofed the campaign with a triumphant entry into Milan. 

Nor were, the operations of the king of Pruflia lefs brilliant or decifive. In 
Silefia and Bohemia he fucceffively defeated prince Charles of Lorrain ; and from 
the victories of Fridbourgh and Slandentz, poured the torrent of his arms into 
Saxony. He foon made himfelf mafter of Drefden ; and the king of Poland, 
anxious for the capital of his eleftoral dominions, purchafed peace from the vi&or 
by the payment of a million of German crowns. It was the intention of Frederick 
to protect, but not to aggrandife the houfe of Bourbon ; he had no longer any 
thing to dread from the Auftrian power, and he concluded a fecond treaty with 
•the queen of Hungary, which confirmed that of Breflaw, and guaranteed to him 
•the poffeffion of Silelia, on acknowledging the validity of the emperor's ele&ion, 

France was aftoniflied at the repeated defertion of fo powerful an ally ; but Lewis 
*was encouraged to perfevere by a new enterprife, which at firft promifed the moft 
decifive advantage. Though the fquadrons of France could not hope to elude the 
vigilance of the naval commanders of Great-Britain, yet the young pretender fuc- 
cefsfully traverfing jthe feas in a fingle veffei, landed with a few adherents on the 
coaft of Scotland* The inhabitants of that kingdom had ever been attached to 
the family of Stuart ; and no fooner was the ftandard of Charles ere&ed, than it 
was joined by fome thoufands of hardy and ferocious mountaineers. He occupied 
Edinburgh, was folemnly proclaimed there with all the forms of legal authority, 
and foon after defeated the royal forces at Prefton Pans. The road now lay open 
to London; and George, though infenfible of perfonal fear,* trembled for his ca- 
pital. But the pretender was intoxicated with fuccefs j he returned to Edinburgh, 
to enjoy the vain parade of royalty, while the Britifli troops were recalled from 
Flanders, and a new and formidable army was formed by the zeal of the royalifts. 
It was entrufted to the duke of Cumberland, the fecond fon of George, and who 
had commanded in the difaftrous field of Fontenoy, The pretender, who had at 
length quitted the pleafures of Edinburgh and penetrated as far as Derby, within 
an hundred and twenty miles of London, now retired before the veteran forces of 
the duke. An ineffectual vittory which he afterwards obtained over a detachment 
of the royalifts at Falkirk near Stirling, ferved only to embitter his fubfequent 
defeat- On Culioden Moor, at the head of his brave but diforderly followers, he 
prefumed to encounter the fuperior forces of the royalifts, whofe valour was con- 
firmed by difcipline, and who were animated by the gallantry of the duke of 
Cumberland. The decifion of the day was fuch as might have been expe&ed ; the 
-rebels were repulfed, and purfued with cruel Slaughter.; .and after enduring a 
Series of incredible hardships for five months, and repeatedly eluding the aftive 

refentment of his enemies, the pretender himfelf efcaped in a fmali veffel to France*; 
imt the fctfffoid was ftained with the blood of his principal .adherents, and his party 
m -this fatal enterprife was for .ever extiriguilhed. 
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A. D. 1746.] To 'balance this difappointment, Lewis opened the campaign 

3n Flanders at the head of one hundred and twenty thoufand men ; inverted and 
reduce^Bruflels, the capital of Brabant:; took Mens and Charleroy ; and ren- 
dered nimfelf mafter of Flanders, Brabant and Liege. He foon after laid fiege to 
iNamur ; and that city, fituated on the conflux, of the Sambre and the Meufe, and 
.defended by a garrifon of nine thoufand men, was obliged to furrender. The 
.confederates, though commanded by prince Charles of Lorrain, were difconcerted 
and foon after defeated by the fuperior addrefs of marefchal Saxe ; and this vic- 
tory, which the advanced feafon of the year prevented the marefchal from impro- 
ving, terminated the campaign in the Low -Countries. 

In Italy the houfc of Bourbon was lefs fuccefsful ; Afti, though garrifoned by 
five thoufand French, was furprifed by the king of Sardinia ; Don Philip and 
Maillebois were repulfed in an obftinate attack on the Auflrian camp at St. Lazaro ; 
and this difafter was fucceeded by the intelligence that Philip the Fifth was no 
more. That prince, the fir ft of the houfe of Bourbon who fat upon the Spanifh 
throne, was governed by two women, who fucceffively (hared his bed, and ruled 
his kingdom with a'bfolute fway : the latter maintained her afceadancy even after 
the death of her corifort ; and under the reign of Ferdinand the Sixth, fti 11 con- 
tinued to direQ: the councils of Madrid, 

Don Philip and Maillebois, informed of the death of Philip the Fifth, and 
•flill ignorant of the fentiments of his fucceffor, retired before the Auflrian army, 
. and took lhelter under the cannon of Genoa.; they foon after abandoned this 
Situation, and Don Philip retreated towards Savoy, while marefchal Maillebois 
repofed his liarrafled forces in Provence. The Auftrians immediately occupied 
Genoa; 'and that proud city was fubjecied to the moll humiliating conditions- 

But the arrogance and rapacity of general Botta at length excited the general 
indignation of the inhabitants ; they rofe in arms againft their conquerors; de- 
spair animated their efforts — and the veterans of Germany were obliged to yield 
to a crowd of undifciplined citizens. After an ineffeftual ftruggle they evacu- 
ated the city; and the Genoefc, confcious that they were ftill furrounded by 
their oppreffors, prepared by every prudent precaution to fortify in future their 
freedom. 

A. D. 1 747*3 3 Q tf* e Eaft-Indies the honour of the French flag was afferted by 
. La Bourdonnais^ who difpofielfed the Engliih of their fettlement of Madrafs, on 
, the coaft of Coromandel — but it was in the Netherlands that Lewis prepared to 
make the mo ft vigorous efforts. An army of one hundred and fifty thoufand 
men. was affembied under marefchal Saxe.; and that celebrated commander de- 
lached count Lowendahi with twenty-feven thouland men to invade Dutch Bra- 
.-hant. 'The French minifter at the fame time prefented a memorial to the States, 
tkclaring that ,his. mafter, by thus entering the territories of the States, meant 
only to obviate the" dangerous 'effects 'bf the protection that they afforded to tKe 
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troops of the queen of Hungary and the king of England* In the mean* time 

Lowendahl made himfelf matter of Sluys, Sandberg, and- Hulft — and having 
taken poffeffion of Axtel and Terneufe, was meditating a defcent on Zealand, 
when a Britiih fquadron defeated his purpofe, and a revolution in? the govern- 
ment of Holland made a retreat neceffary. 

Struck with confteniation at the progrefs of the French* arms, the inhabitants 
of the United Provinces, believing themfelves betrayed, tumultuoufly rofe againft 
the minifters of the Republic, and compelled the magiftrates to declare the prince 
of Orange Stadtholder — a dignity which had been laid afide fince the death of 
William. the Third. The beneficial effefrs of this revolution to the confederates 
foon appeared in feveral vigorous meafures — and inftant orders were given by 
the States for commencing hoftilities againft France both by fea and kind, though 
without any formal declaration of war. . 

Lewis himfelf foon after joined his army in Flanders, and the ffege of Mae- 
ftricht was refolved on. The confederates, to preferve that city, determined to 
hazard a general engagement the village of Val or Laffel'dt was the objed of 
their mutual' efibrts: But though the Englifli were compelled to abandon the 
field with lofs, yet the duke of Cumberland in his retreat reinforced the garrx- 
fon of Maeftricht; and marefchal Saxe, after amufing. the allies- with a variety 
of complicated movements, detached count Lowendahl with thirty thoufand men, 
to invert Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeft fortification in Dutch Brabant. 

The experienced general and great mafter in the art of reducing fortified places 
now encountered in the favourite work of Vauban, an objeft worthy his fkill- 
The town was garrifoned with three thoufand men, and could be reinforced on 
the fhorteft notice by a confiderable army of the allies, which took poffeffion 
of the lines belonging to the fortification — The eyes of Europe were fixed on 
the fate of Bergen-op-Zoom — each inftrument of deftru&ion was inceflantly em- 
ployed on both fides ; the town was reduced to aflies ; the trenches were filled 
with carnage ; yet the out- works were in a great meafure entire, and the event 
of the enterprise feerned ftill doubtful"; when count Lowendhal demonftrated 
that there are occafions when it is neceffary to go beyond the eftablifhed rules 
of art. 

That general refolved to attempt' by a coup-de-main thofe works which ftill re- 
filled his ragular approaches— The attack was made in the middle of the night 
and at three places at once. The befieged, aroufed from their fecurity, in vain 
endeavoured to repel the alfaillants \ the French grenadiers were already in the 
town ; two regiments of Swifs, and Scotch, who had affembled in the market- 
place, ftill difputed the day, and were cut to pieces ; the reft, with the gover- 
nor, retired to the lines : the army that had occupied thofe, immediately retreat- 
ed ; and the French became mafters of the whole navigation of the Scheld. 

Lewis, on the intelligence of this event, raifed' Lowendahl to the dignity of 
marefc hal, and returned in triumph to Verfailles» But the fatisfa&ion ^hich 
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attended his acquifitions in Flanders was alloyed by a feries of unfortunate 
events — Marefchal Belleifle had aflumed the command in Italy, and had de- 
tached his brother the chevalier with thirty thoufand men, to penetrate into 
Piedmont. — On the road to Exilles twenty-one battalions of Piedmontefe, fecured 
by ramparts of (tone and wood, and defended by a formidable artillery, oppofed 
his progrefs. Belleifle, daring and emulous of fame, attacked the entrenchments 
with the greateft intrepidity : in three fucceflive aflaults he was repulfed, yet he 
ftill returned to the charge ; and the moment that he had planted with his own 
hand the colours of his king on the hoftile battlements, he fell dead, having 
received the thruft of a bayonet, and two mufquet balls in his body. The 
furvivors, difcouraged by his death, immediately retreated ; and fo certain was 
the deftru&ive aim of the Piedmontefe, and the obfiinacy of the affailant*, that 
the number of the flain more than doubled that of the wounded. 

Marefchal Belleifle was no fooner informed of the fate of his brother than he 
retreated towards the Var, to join the unfortunate army from Exilles-; and the 
king of Sardinia was only prevented by the unfavourable feafon and heavy rams, 
from carrying his victorious arms into Dauphine — But the mod fatal blow to 
France, was the total deftruttion of her marine ; the Englifh began at length to 
exert themfelves on that element, on which they have fo repeatedly triumphed 
The marquis de le Jonquiere with fix fhips of the line and as many frigates, 
was intercepted by the admirals Anfon and Warren with four ten fail of the line ; 
the French defended themfelves with conduct and courage; but they were op- 
prefled by numbers, and ten fhips of war were taken — On the coaft of Brittany 
Monfieur PEftendeure difplayed fimilar gallantry with the fame ill fortune ; with 
feven fhips of the line he was attacked by admiral Hawke, who commanded 
fourteen j and after an obltinate refiftance, fix of thofe fhips became the fc prey of 

the Englifh viftors. 

In America the Englifh had conquered Cape Breton and reduced Louifburg ; 

and the king of Prance, while he beheld his marine annihilated and his commerce 
extinguiflied, was alarmed by the menacing countenance of a new and formidable 
enemy ^ The gold of England had influenced the councils of Peterfburg, and 
fifty thoufand Ruffians prepared to add new horror to the rage of war. In 
the midft of his victories the king of France had invariably exprefled his wi flies- 
for peace; and the- ftornv that threatened* from the north rendered him ftill more 

impatient to deliver his fubje&s from the calamities of war : ■ an ineffectual congrefs 
had been held at Breda, and negociations were this year refumed at Aix-la-Cfia- 
pelie with better fuccefs. 

To enforce his propofat^ Lewis commanded marefchal' Saxe, with a numerous- 
army, to invefl Maeftrichu The danger of that city quickened the deliberations 
of the allies : the French had already affefted a lodgement in the covered way 
with confiderabie lofs ; but they were expelled by the gallantry of the befieged, 

and marefchal Saxe had reafon to tremble for his reputation s wheii intelligence 
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arrived that preliminaries of peace were figned ; and the French were permitted 
to take poffeflion of Maeftricht, on condition that they reftored it, with all its 
magazines and artillery, on the conclufion of the treaty. 

By the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, a mutual reftitution was ftipulated of all 
conquefts made during the courfe of the war, with a releafe of prisoners without 
ranfom. Parma, Placentia, and Guaftaila were ceded as a fovereignty to Don 
Philip; but it was provided, in cafe he or his defcendants (hould fucceed to the 
crown of Spain, or that of the two Sicilies, that thofe territories (hould return to 

the prefent pofleflbrs, the emprefs queen of Hungary, and the king of Sardinia. 

The Englifti acquired the privilege of fending an annual Ihip to the Spanifh 

fettlements in America •> and the contracting powers guaranteed to his Pruffian 

majefty the duchy of Siiefia and the county of Glatz, as he then pofTefTed 
them. 

A. D. 1748, 1749-] The war which had fo long afflidted Europe, was fuc- 
ceeded by (even years peace ; and that fliort interval may be confidered as the 
moft profperous and happy period that Europe had ever known; arts and letters 
were fucoefsfully cultivated; manufactures and commerce flourished ; and the 
manners of fociety affumed each day a higher polifh- But monarchs, while they 
afpire to the fame of conquerors, feldom condefcend to regard the felicity of 
their fubje&s ; and Lewis, who only had confented to the peace of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle to reftore his navy, in the arms of the marchionefe of Pompadour meditated 
new wars ; and prepared to difpoffefs the Englifli of their principal fettlements 
both in America and the Eaft-Indies. 

From thefe vifionary hopes the attention of the king was recalled by violent 
difputes between the clergy and parliaments of France, which partially interrupt- 
ed the tranquillity of that kingdom. The famous controverfy between the 
janfenifts and Jefuits, concerning grace, free-will, and other abftraft points of 
theology, had originated in the preceding reign : the opinions of the former had 

.been declared heretical by the court of Rome, in the celebrated bull commonly 

known by the name of Unigenitus. The reception of it was enforced by Lewis 

the Fourteenth, in oppofition to the body of the people, the parliaments, the 
the archbifliop of Paris, and fifteen other prelates ; who protefted againft: it as 
an infringement of the rights of the Gallican church, and of the laws of the 
realm, as well as an infuk on their private opinions* The duke of Orleans, 
while regent, extinguifhed . a persecution which had been raifed againft thofe 
who had reje&ed the bull ; but at the fame time prevailed on the bifhops, who 
had hitherto oppofed., to fubmit to it. 

A. D. 1750, 1751.1 Though the bull Unigenitus was held in execration by 
the people, it had hitherto occafioned no public difturbance; but on the conclu- 
fion of the peace,- an attempt made by the minifter of the finances to enquire into 
the wealth of the clergy, raifed the jealoufy of that order, and they determined 
£0 divert the attention of the court by reviving the former opp.ofttion to ihe 
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Unigenitus. It was refolved by the clergy t6 demand confeflional notes of dying 
perfons.; that thofe notes fhouid be figiied by priefts adhering to the bull* without 
which.no viaticum, or extreme un&ion, could be obtained. The new archbifhop 
of Paris engaged warmly in this fchenie, and he was oppofed with equal vigour by 
the parliament, who-imprifoned fuch of the clergy as refufed to adminxfter th^ 
facraments to perfons in their lad moments. Other parliaments followed the ex- 
ample of that of Paris ; and a war was immediately kindled between the fecular 
jurifdi&ion, and ecclefiaftical difcipline. 

A. D. 1752, 1753.] The king, by an aft of his abfolute authority, forbade 
the parliaments to take cognizance of ecclefiaftical proceedings, and to fufpend 

all profecutions relative to the refufal of the facraments* Inftead of acquiefcing, 
the parliament pretented new remonftrances, refufed to attend to any other bufi- 
nefs, and came to a refolution that they could not obey this irijundion without 
violating their duty and their oath. They cited the bifhop of Orleans before their 
tribunal, and ordered all writings, in which its jurifdiclion was contefted, to be 
burnt by the executioner : By military aid, they enforced the adminiftration of 
the facraments to the lick; and engroffed by thefe religious differences, they en- 
tirely ceafed, as fupreme courts, to diftribute that juftice to che fubjed for which 
they had been ere&ed. 

A. D. 17539 1754.3 Their obftinacy excited the indignation of their fove- 
reign ; four of the members, who had delivered themfelves with the greateft free- 
dom, were arrefted and imprifoned ; and the remainder were baniflied to Bour- 
ges, to Poi&iers, and Auvergne ; and Lewis, to prevent their abfence from im- 
peding the adminiftration of juftice, eftablifhed by his letters patent a Royal Cham* 
ber^ for the profecution of fuits civil and criminal. But the counfellors, anima- 
ted by the fame zeal as the parliament, refufed to plead before thefe new judges : 
and the people, left to themfelves, threatened to fall every day into anarchy and 
confufion. The intrigues of the court had already excited hoftilities in America 
"and the Eaft-Indies'; and Lewis, intent on war with England, determined to con- 
ciliate the affeftions of his people by recalling the parliament. The members re- 
entered Paris amidft the acclamations of the inhabitants \ and the archbifhop, 
who continued to encourage the priefts in refufmg the facraments, was' banifhed 

to his feat at Conflans.; a fimilar exile was prefcribed to the bifhops of Orleans 

and Troyes ; and' a tranfient calm was reftored to the kingdom. 

' A. B.1748, 1753O For the fource of this unexpe&ed revolution we muft 

turn our eyes to the diftarit continents of Afia and America. From the moment 
that the peace of Aix-la-Ghapelle was concluded, Dupleix,; governor of Pondi- 
-cherry, on the coaft of Coromandel, a manaftive, intelligent, and ent£rprifing 3 
conceived the defign of advancing the intereft of the French Eaft -India Company, 
by acquiring for France large territorial poffeffions in the fouth of Afia- The fee- 
b!e fuccefTors of Aurengzebe, who had fuffered theifatiV^ dif- 
ferent provinces to affume the authority of independent princes, encouraged by 
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their weaknefs the daring projeft of this afpiring adventurer : The French troops 

which had been affembled during, the late war to protect Pondicherry from the 
Ehglifh, were now engaged in the various ferviees of the different viceroys of 
India ; their fuperror arms and difcipline triumphed over a tumultuous multitude 
always without fldi], and frequently without courage; whatever fide they inclined 
to, viftory was fure ta follow; and the subah, or viceroy of the Decan, whofer 
authority they had eftabliflied over the immenfe traft of country that ftretches. 
from Cape Comorin to the Ganges, rewarded the intrepidity of his protestors by. 
the moft liberal conceflions. 

The progrefs. of the French had awakened the jealoufy of the fervants of the 
'Englifh Eaft- India. Company- The attempt of M> Dupliex to impofe a nabob or 
governor on Arcot, a province in which Pondicherry isfituated, excited theEng- 
Efh to- arms. As the allies of the princes- of India, the rival nations oppofed each- 
other with equal courage^and fldlJ,. and feveral battles were fought with various 
fuccefs j at length the tide of war was turned by the appearance of a- great and 
diflinguiflied militai7 charafter. Mr, Clive had gone -out in. the fervice of the 
Englifh EaftJndia Company as a writer ; His afpiring mind was but ill calculated 
for this calm and peaceable flation.; he exchanged the pen for the fword, and im~ 

mortalifed his name by a feries of rapid and fucceflive victories. With a fmali 

band he occupied Arcot, the capital of the difputed province - 7 repelled a nume- 
rous army of the French and Indians, who threatened to overwhelm him ; and 
triumphed,, in a decifive battle, over the hoft that had lately befieged him. In 
the neighbourhood of Tritchinopoli the French and their allies were finally de- 
feated the pretenfions of Chunda-faib, whofe caufe they had efpoufed, were ex- 
tinguished in his blood and his rival, Mahommed Ali, was eftabliftied by the Eng- 
lifh on the throne of Arcot. 

A. D. 1754.] M- Dupliex. was foon after recalled;, and a ceflation of arms 
was agreed upon by the hoftiie powers ; but while Lev/is revolved the means o£ 
reftoring in India, the afcendancy of his fubje&s, his ambitious hopes were flattered 
by the infidious and hoftiie enterprifes of his governors in North- America. Their 
plan was to unite,, by a chain of forts, their two extenfive colonies of Canada 
and Louffiana; and to. confine the Englifh to thattraft of country that lies be- 
tween the fea and the Apalachian mountains, which run from one end of North- 
America to another. In confequence of this, France would have enjoyed in time 
pf peace the whole Indian trade; and the Britilh fettless, continually expofedto 
the ihcurfions of the faithlefs and ferocious favages, muft have foon. been finally 
fxtinguiflied* This projeft was purfued with ardour and judgment ; forts were 
€i;efted along the great lakes, which communicate with the river St. Laurence,, 
and alfo on the Ohio,, and the Miffifiippi j < nd the chain was aimoft completed* 
whenEngland, alarmed at thefe rapid encroachments, after repeated and ineffec- 
tual expoftulations,. determined to-unlheath the fword* 
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A, D. 1755.3 This meafure was no fooner refolved on, than it was executed 
with equal vigour and promptitude ; a formidable fquadron was detached to the 
banks of Newfoundland, to attack the fleet of France; and though a friendly 
fog enabled the greateft part to efcape the fuperior force of England, yet two 
ihips of the line were taken ; the Bfitifh cruifers fwept the feas with fuch fuccefs, 
that above three hundred trading veflels belonging to France were carried into the 
ports of Great-Britain j and above eight thoufand feamen became prifcners to 
that crown- 

Lewis, aftoniflied and ftunned by this unexpe£ted ftroke, filled every court in 
Europe with complaints and negotiations. His naval ftrength was already fatally 
impaired ; but from the infinite fupcriority of his land forces, he ftill flattered 
himfelf with the hopes of the mo ft decided advantages. • General Braddock, who 
had been entrufted by the Englirti with the chief command in America, had been, 
allured by the French and Indians into an ambufcade ; and fcorning to furvive.a 
defeat, the efFeft of his own imprudence, had in the grave found fhelter from the 
reproaches of his country. On the banks, of Lake George, Diefkau, who com- 
manded the French forces in America, with a detachment of two thoufand men, 
was expofed to a fimilar fate. Yet France ftill maintained on that continent her 

afcendancy, and England was reduced to wage a feeble and defenfive war. 

A. D. 1756.] Though George the Second, as king of Great-Britain, while he 
retained the fovereignty of the feas, might defpife the menaces of France, yet as 
eleftor of Hanover he was ftill vulnerable in his German dominions ; and Lewis, 
to avail himfelf of this advantage, entered into clofe and fecret connections with 
the courts of Vienna, Peterfburg, and Drefden. The former ftill harboured a 
lively refentment of the feffion of Silefia ; and the divifion of the dominions of 
the houfe of Brandenburgh, and the invafion of Hanover, were the obje&s of 
this formidable confederacy. 

But the defigns of the confederates could not elude the vigilance and penetration 
of Frederic ; confcious of his danger, he formed an alliance with the king of 
England , whofe interefts and apprehenfions were fimuiar to his own. Before 
the defigns of his enemies were ripe for execution, the Pruffian monarch anticipa- 
ted their hoftile efforts, burft into Saxony, defeated the Auftrians at Lowofitz, 
compelled Auguftus with his whole army to furrender, occupied Drefden, and 
poffeffed himfelf of the ftate papers relative to foreign tranfaflions, which dis- 
played to the world the confpiracy that had been formed againft him. 

While the king of Pruflia drained the proftrate territories of Saxony, and 
Great-Britain, governed by minifterswhom {he hated and defpifed, indulged her 
difhonourable fears, and called to her defence large bands of fubfidiary Germans, 
Lewis affumed new vigour, and prepared to improve the favourable moments of 
enterprife. Numerous bodies of troops drawn towards the fea-coafts, continually 

alarmed the oppofite fhores of England ; their hoftile appearance ferved to cover 
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the fecret intentions of the French , who afpired to the conquefi: of Minorca, an 
ifland in the Mediterranean, which the Englilh had formerly wrefted from Spain. 

The armament for that purpofe confided of fifteen thoufand land forces, com- 
manded by the marefchal duke of Richlieu ; and twelve fhips of the line, with 
five frigates, under the marquis GaiifToniere. They reached Minorca with a pros- 
perous wind ; the troops were difembarked, and immediately inverted the caftle 
of St. Philip's, which commands the town and harbour of Mahon. The Englifli 
had detached Byng to the relief of the ifland, with a fquadron equal to that of 
France ; Galiffoniere foon after engaged the Britilh admiral in an indecifive ac- 



tion. 



Mahon 



to Gibraltar ; and on his recai to England, expiated with his life the ftain which 
his pufillanimity had fixed on the naval glory of his country : While the garrifon 
of Fort St. Philip, deftitute of hope, fin-rendered, after a fiege of nine weeks 5 

and the ifland of Minorca fubmitted to the dominion of France. 

A D. 1756, 1757.] The fatisfadtion which Lewis reaped from this acqufi- 
tion was allayed by domeftic diffenfions. The parliament, by their imprudent 
perfecution of the partifans of the bull Unigenitus, awakened again the indig- 
nation of their Sovereign : With an honourable, though perhaps injudicious zeal, 
they had alfo, in the midft of a bloody war, refufed to regifter certain taxes, 
which they confidered as oppreflive to the people- Lewis, attended by his guards, 
appeared in the aflembly ; he fuppreffed the fourth and fifth Chambers of Inquefts, 
the members of which had diftinguiflied themfelves by their firm and animated 
oppofition ; he commanded the bull Unigenitus to be refpe&ed ; and prohibited 
the fecular judges from ordering the adminiftration of the facraments. Fifteen 
counfellors of the Great Chamber lodged their refignation at the office next day ; 
one hundred and twenty-four members of the different courts of parliament fol- 
lowed their example 3 and the people, who participated in the fufferings of the 
champions of their religious freedom, difplayed their difcontent in loud and im- 
patient murmurs. 

A. D. 1757O Their clamours, m oft probably, would have been little refpeft- 
ed by a monarch, who, early nurfed in defpotiim, confidered the will of the fo- 
vereign as the fole rule for the a&ions of his fubjetts. But Lewis was foon taught 
that the affe&ions of his people were thebeft guards to his throne.; and that in 
the plenitude of his power, heflill was expofed to the rage of gloomy fanaricifm. 
Francis Damien, an unhappy wretch, whofe fullen mind, naturally unfettled, 
was inflamed by the difputes between the king and his parliament relative to reli- 
gion, embraced the defperate refolution of attempting the life of his fovereign. 
In the dufk of the evening, as the king prepared to enter his coach, he was fud- 
denly wounded, though llightly, between the ribs, in the prefence of his ion, and 
in the midft of his guards. The daring aflaflin had mingled with the crowd of 
courtiers, and was inftantly betrayed by his diftraded countenance. lie declared 
it never was his intention. to kill the king j but that he only meant to wound him, 
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that God might touch his heart, and incline him to reftore the tranquillity of h:V< 
dominions, by re-eftablifhing the parliament, and bahifhing the archbifliop of Paris, 
whom he regarded as the fource of the prefent commotions. In thefe frantic and 
incoherent declarations he perfifted amidft the molt exquifite tortures j and after 
human ingenuity had been exhaufted in devifing new modes of torment, his 
judges, tired out with his obftinacy, configned him to a death, the inhumanity of 
which is increafed by the evident madneis that ftimulated him to the fatal at- 
tempt* 

But whether the mind of Lewis was deeply imprefled by his late danger, or 
that he dreaded in the midft of a bloody and extenfive war to alienate the hearts 
of his people, it is certain that he a fecond time banifhed the archbifhop of 
Paris, who had been recalled ; and found it expedient to accommodate matters 
with the parliament, which again proceeded to bufmefs. 

In refpeft to foreign engagements, the councils of France were not influenced 
by the late attempt on the life of the king; and Lewis ftili perfevered in his 
refolution of attacking the electoral dominions of the king of England. Marcfchai 
Saxe, the fource of fo many victories to France, was now no more; and maref- 
chal d'E trees was appointed to the command of an army which confifted of eighty 
thoufand men. He patted the Rhine, compelled the duke of Cumberland (who 
at the head of about forty thoufand Heffians, Hanoverians, and Fruffians, watched 
his motions, «and in feeble fkirmifhes endeavoured to retard his progrefs) to retire 
behind the Wefer ; he effefted the paflage of that river, drove the duke from ail 
advantageous poft in the village of Haftenbach, and amidft his triumphant career 
was recalled by the imprudent partiality of his fovereign. 

The marefchal duke of Richelieu, adorned with the laurels of Minorca, afpired 

to unite with the character of an accomplished courtier the reputation of a con- 
fummate general, Lewis could not long refift the felicitations of his favourite, 
•and Richelieu was appointed to the chief command in Germany. The duke of 
Cumberland pufhed from poft "to poft, at length took refuge under the cannon of 
Stade. Surrounded on every fide he was there reduced to the neceflity of figning 

the Angular convention of Clofter-feven, by which an army of thirty-eight thou- 
fand Hanoverians, Heffians, and other troops in the pay of his Britannic majefty, 
wasdiflbived, and diftributed into different quarters of cantonment, v/ithout being 
difarmed, or confidered as prifoners of war. — The French were left, till the de- 
finitive reconciliation of the two fovereigns, in full poffeflion of the countries 
they had conquered ; though under the exprefs condition of abflaining from fu- 
ture violences, hoftilities being immediately to ceafe on both fides.. 

With the capitulation of Clofter-feven the fortune of France expired ; and an 
event which promifed the moft brilliant advantages, was fucceeded by five years 
of continual defeat and inceflant calamity. To defcribe the different a&ions of a 
war, wide, bloody, and recent, would exceed the limits prefcribed to the work 
-before us ; and the reader perhaps will not be difpleafed, if, abandoning the order 

s 
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we have hitherto purfued, we place before him a flight fketch of the principal oc- 
currences during that period in the different quarters-of the world* 

In Europe, the king of Pruflla, driven out of Bohemia, and menaced by the 
hofiile armies of Sweden, Rufiia, and Auftria, was now deferted by the only ally 
on whom he could place any dependance ; and beheld the forces of France ready 
to penetrate into Saxony. — Prince Soubife with twenty thoufand French had joined 
the Imperial ftandard ; and Frederic faw the necefiity of giving battle to the com- 
bined army, confiding of fifteen thoufand French and Imperialifts, with lefs than 
half its number ; but the prefumption of prince Soubife decided the fate of the 
day ; he advanced without caution or order, as to a certain victory ; his temerity 
was chaftifed by a bloody defeat; and Frederic from the triumphant field of 
Rofoach directing his march towards Silefia, arrived in time to join the prince of 
Bevern, and to renew his laurels, by a fecond viftory over the Auftrians at 
Lifia. 

In Hanover, the rapacity of the duke of Richelieu exhaufted the fubjefted coun- 
try. A demand from the court of France of the arms of thofe troops who had 
capitulated at Clofter-feven, aroufed their indignation : they confidered this as 
the lafl difgraceof foldiersj and fecrelly refolving to relieve their country from, 
oppreffion, they afiembled from their different cantonments under prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick, whdm his Britannic majefty had inverted with the chief com. 
mand of his electoral forces. The French, difperfed and unprepared, were 
fucceffively expelled from Otterberg, Bremen, and Verden ; four thoufand were 
taken prifoners in the city of Minden ; and the duke of Richelieu, better calcu- 
lated to fliine in courts than camps, with the wretched remnant of his once 
victorious army, repafled with difficulty the Rhine, before a body of men whom 
he had fo lately vanquifhed and trampled upon. 

A. D. 1758, 1762.*] While the gallant Frederic maintained the war with 
various fuccefs, and alternately afflifted the dominions of his adverfaries, or be- 
held his own capital infulted by their prefence, the French were doomed to num- 
ber their campaigns by fuccefiive defeats. At Crevelt, count Clermont, at the 
head of fifty thoufand men, was attacked and broken by prince Ferdinand, and 
compelled with confiderable lofs to retire under the cannon of Cologne; Marefchal 
de Contades, who fuceeded him, fuftered in the enfuing campaign a more de- 
cifive defeat at Minden ; and marefchal Broglio, who fuperceded Contades, 
was equally unfortunate, and on the hQights of Warbourg funk beneath the 
fuperior genius of prince Ferdinand. The death of George the Second, and 
the accefiion of his grandfon George the Third, to the throne of England, 
changed not, at firft, the councils of the Englifli, nor the fortune of the French j 
and the court of Verfailles, preffed on every fide, implored the fupport of the 
kindred crown of Spain. That kingdom was ruled by Charles the Third, late 
king of Naples and Sicily, and the fon of Philip the Fifth. His elder brother, 
Ferdinand the Sixth, had invariably diftinguiflied himfelf by his pacific difpofi- 
tion, and refitted the intrigues of France: but the prefenf monarch, more am- 
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naturalizes, in the dominions of the houfe of Bourbon, the fubje&s of each 

crown; and ftipulates that the kings of France and Spain (hall look upon every 
power as the enemy of both, which becomes the enemy of, either. 

Yet the affiftance of Spain was feeble and inadequate ; her attempt to wound 
Great Britain through her ally, and to invade the neutral kingdom of Portugal, 
was ill-concerted and worfe executed, and the Spaniards were compelled to 
abandon their hafly conquefts with difgrace. Lewis was Hill doomed to regret the 
unavailing flaughter of his fubje&s ; and marefchal Broglio, near the village of 
Kirch Denkern, was repulfed by prince Ferdinand, with the lofs of five thoufand 
men. France had indeed hitherto repelled the defultory defcents of the Eng- 
lifh on her coafts; but her pride was deeply wounded by a lofs* lefs important in 
its real value than humiliating in the eyes of Europe. Belleifle, an ifland of 
about twelve leagues in circumference, and fituated between Port Lewis and the. 
mouth of the Loire, was reduced by an armament from England ; and the 
Britifh banners difplayed from Palais, infulted and alarmed the inhabitants of the 
adjacent coafts. The recal of Broglio from the German army, with the joint 
appointment of the Prince of Soubife and Marfhal d'Etrees, interrupted not the* 
rapid and triumphant career of prince Ferdinand. The French were compelled * 
entirely to evacuate the ele&orate of Hanover and in the landgraviate of Hefle 
they now occupied Ziegenhayen alone : while the king of Pruflia, by the death 
of theemprefs of Rufiia, was delivered from his rnoft formidabe and implacable 
enemy.. 

A D. 1757? 1762.] In Afia, the war, which had been fcarce fufpended by • 
the peace of Aix4a-Chapelle, was revived with increafe of fury, and with the: 
mod difafterous confequences to France; her fettlement of Chandernagore, on. 
the banks of the Ganges, was taken by admiral Watfon and colonel. Clive; 
general Lally was compelled to retire from a fruitlefs attempt againft the walls of 
Madras ; he was afterwards defeated in fucceflive engagements, and reduced to 

feek fhelter within the fortifications of Pondicherry : that fettlement, the laft that, 
remained of any confequence to the French on the coaft of Coromandel, was 
inverted by the Englifh. After a gallant defence, . Lally was obliged by famine to 
furrender : his obftinacy and violence rejefted thofe terms of capitulation, which* 
he might have, obtained ; and the viflors, informed foon after of the hoftile con- 
federacyof the houfe of Bourbon, . turned their arms againft the fettlements of- 
Spain, and polfefled themfelves of Manilla, the capital of Luconia, one of the 
principarof the Philippine iflands.. 

A. D. 1753^ 1762. j In America, Louifbourg, garrifoned by near three thou- 
fand troops, under the command, of chevalier du;Drucourt,. was attacked by ad- 
miral Bofcawen, and the generals Amherfi and Wolfe: for fix weeks the gover- 
nor maintained a gallant defence ; he was at length compelled to furrender prifoner^ 

with his . whole garrifon; and. the iiland of Cape Breton lhared the faite of the. 
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capital. The conquerer next dire&ed his attention to the continent, and fwept 
away in his progrefs the forts of Ticonderoga, Crown-Point, and Niagara. But 
in Canada the force of the French was ftill entire ; and the marquis of Montcalm , 
a brave and enterprifing general, advantageoufly pofted, protected with a formi- 
dable army, Quebec, the capital of that province. His fuperior force, and almoft 
inacceffible fituation, could not reprefs the adventurous fpirit of the Engltth ; 
animated by the example of their general, Wolfe, they climbed the rugged af- 
cent of the Heights of Abraham; and were formed for battle on the fummit, before 
Montcalm, lulled into fecurity by the temerity of the attempt, would give credit 
to the intelligence. Convinced that the report was too true, he now determined 
to decide the fate of Canada in a general engagement : but the adverfe fortune of 
France prevailed. Montcalm, after difplaying equal (kill and courage, perifhed 
on the field, with above a thoufand of his braved foldiers. The hnglifh alfo 
purchafed their victory at the expenceof their general, whofe early martial genius 
promifed to rank him among the firft commanders of any age or nation ; but their 
fuccefs in every other point was brilliant and unalloyed; Quebec furrendered.; 
and a fubfequent attempt of M. de Levi to recover that city, was, after an ineffec- 
tual victory, baffled by the perfevering valour of the garrifon. The remnant of 
the French forces, deftitute of fubfiftence, mouldered away ; the town of New 
Orleans, and a few plantations on the Mifllflippi, alone remained to France, of 
all her fettlements in North America ; while in the Weft Indies, the powerful 
armaments of the Englifli wrefted from her the important and fruitful iflands of 

Guadaloupe and Martinico ; and foon after (hook to the very bafis the grandeur 
and profperity of the houfe of Bourbon, by ftorming the Havannah, the principal 

fea-port in the ifland of Cuba, the key of the Gulph of Mexico, and the centre 

of the Spanifh trade and navigation in the New World. 

A. D. 175S.J In Africa, France was driven from the forts and fa£tories which 
fhe had eftablifhed on the river Senegal. Monf. St. Jean, the governor of Goree, 
an ifland which lies at the diftance of thirty leagues on the fame coaft, attempted 
to^ defend it from an Englifli armament, conduced by commodore Keppel and 
colonel Worge ; but his ardour was ill feconded by his garrifon, and he was re- 
lu&antly compelled to fubmit to the fuperior numbers of his enemies. 

A. D. 1758, 1759*] But it was on the fea, that element ever fatal to the am- 
bition of France, and the proud theatre of Britifli triumph, that the houfe of 
Bourbon beheld its lofty hopes finally overwhelmed ; that marine which the 
treafures and refources of Lewis had been devoted to create, was in a few years 
totally annihilated. The marquis du Quefne, with three fhips of the line and a 
frigate, was intercepted between Cape de Gatt and Carthagena, by a confiderable 
Englifli fquadron, under admiral Ofbqrne ; the frigate efcaped by the fwiftnefs of 
her failing, but two of the fhips of the line were taken after an obftinate refiftance 
and the third was driven : on fhore on the Spanifh coaft. M. de la Clue, inat- 

:teippting to pafs the ftreights of .Gibraltar with twelve fhips of the line, was en- 



I 



y 

LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 43 5 

countered by admiral Bofcawen with fourteen ; the French foon fought their 
fafety in flight; de la Clue was wounded himfelf ; two of his largeft (hips were 
taken, two more deftroyed, and the remaining eight found fhelter under the cannon 

of Cadiz. But the principal fleet of France, confiding of twenty -one fail of the 
line and four, frigates, ftill remained at Breft, under the command of M. Conflaris, 
and meditated a defcent on the coaft of Ireland. In the profecution of this de- 
fign, that admiral availed himfelf of a ftorm which had driven the Britifh fquadron 
into their own harbours — but he had fcarce put to fea before his hopes were blafted 
by the appearance of admiral Hawke, with twenty-two fhips of the line. Conflans 
who. dreaded the encounter, fought fhelter among the fhoals and rocks of a lee- 
fhore. He was purfued by his daring antagonilt — his own fhip the Royal Sun^,, 
was driven on fhore, and burnt by the French themfelves — the Hero fhared the 
fame fate, by the hands of the Englilh, the Formidable flruck her colours, and - 
the Thefee, the Superbe, and the Jufte, were buried in the ocean by the Britifh 
cannon, or the fury of the waves ; the reft fought refuge in the river Vilaine. 
The viftors themfelves did not entirely efcape the rage of the temped ; two of 
their (hips flruck on afand, and were totally loft ; but to the French marine, the 
wound, during the courfe of the war, was incurable ; and thofe {hips which had 
efcaped into the Vilaine, could never elude the vigilance of a Britifli fquadron 
conftantly ftationed to block up the mouth of that river. 

A*D. 176-2.1 Such repeated difafters humbled the pride of Lewis; his finan- 
ces were exhaufted : his commerce at a (land ; his marine annihilated ; in the 

four difterent quarters of the world his arms had proved unfortunate; and his 
alliance with Spain had only introduced that crown to a participation of his cala- 
mities. * Happily for him, the Englifh councils, were equally difpofed to peace. 
George the Third had difmifled from adminiftration the man whofe commanding 
genius had changed the fortune of his country, and raifed the Britifh empire to a 
glory that aftoniflied the world. The new minifter liftened with readinefs to the 
propofals of the court of Verfailles : the great outlines of the treaty were fooa 
adjufted, as both parties agreed to withdraw themfelves totally from the German, 
war, and to reftore the places they had taken. France alfo ceded to Great Britain, 
Canada, and the greateft part of her fettlements in America ; but retained the 
right of fifhing on the coaft of Newfoundland, with the fmall iflands of St. Pierre 
and Miquelon. She received back Martinico, Guadaloupe, Goree, and Belle- 
ifle, with the neutral ifland of St. Lucia; and her Eall- India Company were 
eftablifhed in their former fettlements ; but in return {he confented to deftroy the 
harbour and demolifh the fortifications of Dunkirk; reftored Minorca; yielded 
Grenada and the Grenadines ; and gave up all claim to the neutral iflands of St. 

Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago. Her ally, Spain, obtained again the Havannah, 

and all that part of the ifland of Cuba which had been conquered by the Englifh ; 
but in return, Charles engaged to permit the Englifh to cut logwood in the bay of 
Honduras, to evacuate Portugal, and to cede Florida to Great Britain. The king 
of Pruffia foon after concluded a treaty with the emprefs- queen, by which all the 
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conquefts were mutually reftored j and after a tedious and bloody war, the 
tranquillity of Europe was once more happily re-eftablifhed. 

The late treaty, which delivered Lewis from the ftorms of foreign war, pro- 
inifed a feafon of reft and tranquillity to his declining years, his luft^ of trans- 
atlantic dominion had expofed the veffel of the ftate to imminent danger, and at 
length efcaped from the fury of the tempeft, it might naturally have been expe&ed 
that his caution and vigilance would have been exerted to fleer clear of the fhoals 
of domeftic contention. But his reign was deftined to prove equally inimical to 
the happinefs of his people, and to the defpotic power of his fucceffor — the politi- 
cal horizon began already to be darkened with thofe clouds which afterwards 
burft with accumulated violence on the head, and fhook to the very foundation 
the throne, of his grandfon. 

. The power of the firft monarchs of France had been bounded by the national 
affemblies, to which was frequently applied the name of Parliaments : but when 
the feeble fucceffors of Charlemagne fuffered the reins to drop from their hands, 
the barons affumed thofe privileges which had been formerly annexed to the crown ; 

and while they governed their own diftri&s with independent fway, neglefted the 
general concerns of the ftate, and unlefs urged by private advantage, feldom 
deigned to attend the public fummons- The vigour of Philip, furnamed Auguf- 
tits, reftored the femblance of regal authority ; while the juftice and wifdom which 
his edi&s difplayed, allured the concurrence rather than commanded the obedience 
of his fubje&s. He united to the crown feveral of the mod confiderable provinces 
of France ; he embellifhed the principal towns and cities of his dominions ; and 

generally fuccefsful in war, he was refpefted and imitated in peace. 

. The integrity and piety of his fon and fucceffor, Lewis the Ninth, cafl the fame 
luftre on the crown as had adorned it during the profperous reign of Philip. 

Though defeated and even made captive in his unfortunate expedition againft the 
infidels, his. juftice and devout humility blended with that of king the holy appel- 
lation of faint ; and his fubjefts were difppfed to liften with reverence to a legiflator, 

who, fevere to himfelf, directed his whole views to the benefit of the ftate : his 
patience and vigilance were continually exercifed in alleviating the diftreffes of his 
people, and reftoring that order which had .been fubverted by the haughty and 
xeftlefs fpirifs of a martial age* 

The encouragement which St. Lewis gave to the code of Juftinian, and the body 
of inftitutions which in his reign were compiled from the Roman laws, eftablifhed 
a grand revolution in tbe maxims of jurifprudence, and in the cognizance of civil 
caufes. New courts were ere&ed by his authority or example throughout the. 
kingdom ; the feudal judges who prefided over them, brave and indolent, by 
genius and habit were but ill qualified patiently to inveftigate the theory of a com- 
plicated fcience, or to toil through voluines which daily increafed upon their hands ; 
the numerous charters of enfranchifement, which had been granted to different 
towns and villages, required a variety of ftipulations and exceptions j, and, the 
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opinions and judgments of canonifts and clerks were incefiantly demanded, either 
to frame new regulations, or to explain the old ones- 

. Hence , this clafs of men, by degrees, entered -into the functions of judicature, 

and became conftituent members of thofe courts of juftice which were iummoned 
by the kings, either for the determination of general feudal queftions, or of pri- 
vate claims of right ; and which were convened at any time, or in any part of the 
kingdom, according to the royal pleafure. The fecuiar peers and lords, whom 
they at firft only aflifted with their advice, foon yielded to their fiiperiority in thofe ' 
tribunals \ inftead of the fimplicity and concifenefs which charafterifed the feudal 
forms of trial, and that martial appearance which can be compared only to the 
warlike fplendour of a Polifh diet, the judges, in peaceful dignity, devoted their 

attention to the nice difcuffion of law queftions, and encouraged thofe fubtleties 
which at once perplex and protract, and which throughout Europe fo univerfally 
difgrace the modern courts of juftice.. 

Yet thofe who had raifed themfelves to eminence by the knowledge of the law, . 
were ftill confined to decifions which affected only the life or property of the fubject, 

and remained excluded from the difcuflion of matters of political importance. 

The national alfemblies had funk into difufe ; the court of peers, which originally 

was compofedof only fix fecuiar and fix ecclefiafticai peers, but which had infen- 
fibly admitted the moft powerful barons and bifhops, and the principal officers of 
the crown, were reftrained to appeals which involved the interefts of perfons of the 
fame rank, the privileges of the peerage, or the pretenfions of the throne ; and 

Philip the Fair, the grandfon of St. Lewis, alarmed by the thunders of the Vatican, . 
and defirous of finding fome fupport in the concurrence of his people at large, 
convened an aifembly of the three orders of his kingdom, the nobility, the clergy, / 
and the commons ; and for the firft time introduced the latter into the grand . 
council of the ftate. 

The example of Philip was imitated by his fucceffors ; and thefe afiemblies, . 
which obtained indifcriminately the names of States-General or Parliaments, were 

heldasthe neceffities of the fovereign fuggefted till the reign of Lewis the Thir- 
teenth. But the kings of France, ever jealous of their fpirit, endeavoured to 
prevent them from afluming a determined form or regular eftablifhment; the place . 
of their meeting was frequently changed, and feveral provincial alfemblies, to 

diminilh the danger of their unanimity, were repeatedly held at the fame time, 
and attended by commiffioners from the crown. The later princes of the houfe of 
Valois even endeavoured to fubftitute in their place conventions of the notables, . 
and other partial meetings of the nobles ; and whenever diftrefs impelled them, it 
was ftill with reluctance they had recourfe to their laft refource the States-General 
or Parliaments. . 

But. while the fovereigns of France were imprefled with evident jealoufy of . . 
thefe aflemblies, they nourifhed with care that court of juftice which was compofed 
of the moft eminent among the nobility, the clergy, and the profeflbrs of the law, 

and which, equally with the national affembly and the ftates-general, had acquir ed . 
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the denomination of Parliament. Philip the Fair fixed the permanent feat of it at 

Paris ; and as one chamber was inefficient for the arrangement and difpatch of 
appeals, he formed another, which was called the Chamber of Inquefts. Thefe 
chambers were appointed to meet twice in the year at the terms of All Saints and' 
Eafter, when their feflions were continued for two months : but it is probable, 
that during the anarchy of the unfomtnate reign of Charles the Sixth, the 
magiftrates continued to fit without intcrmiffion ; and the feflions of the par- 
liament have ever fince been only legally prorogued by their own confent, and 

the termination of public bufinefs. 

From the moment that the Parliament of Paris was eftablifhed, the progrefs of 
it was rapid and interefting. The principal barons prefided with their fwords by 
their fides, as the fupreme judges; but ignorant of the juriiprudence, their 
decifions were directed by the opinions of the mod able lawyers, who, as coun- 
fellors, explained to them the edifts of the ftate and the cuftoms of the kingdom* 
The nobles, during the calamities which afflicted the aera of Charles the Sixth, t 
deferted their judicial ftation ; and it was immediately occupied by the mod able 
profeffors of the law. When Charles the Seventh recovered Paris from the arms 
of theEnglifh, it was his fir ft care to re-eftablifh the adminiftration of juftice; he 
compofed the grand chamber of parliament of thirty counfellors, half laity and 
half ecclefiaftics ; the chamber of inquefts he augmented to forty members 5 and 
confining his appointments to thofe only verfed in the law, delivered his people 
from the capricious partiality of an ignorant nobility. 

. The neceffity of providing fome permanent repofitory for the royal edi&s, 
induced the kings of France to enroll them in the journals of their courts of 
parliament ; and the members of thofe courts foon availed themfelves of this 
cuftom, to difpute the legality of any regulation which had not been thus regiftered. 
But the right of remonftrating, which in modern times has been aflerted with fo 
much vigour, only feebly appeared in the reign of Lewis the Eleventh; and 
during the minority of his fon, Charles the Eighth, when the duke of Orleans 
difputed the regency with the lady of Beaujeau, and endeavoured to allure the 
parliament of Paris to fupport his pretenfions, in oppofition to the determination 
of the States-General, the president of that court replied, <c that it was the 
" bufinefs of the parliament folely to adminifter juftice to the people ; and that 
" war, the management of the revenue, and the government of the king, were 
" not. within their province and he ftrorigly recommended to the duke, to 
reftrain himfelf within the limits of his allegiance, and not to interrupt the tran- 
quillity of the kingdom. 

But this moderation was of fliort duration. As the influence of the States- 
^General diminifhed, that of the parliament daily increafed ; the court of peers, 
refigning its feparate claim of jurifdi&ioii, was blended with it ; and the kings of 
France, by holding their fupreme beds of juftice in this court, inverted it with 
the fupreme authority of the ftate both in civil and criminal ailairs. The 
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encroachmettts of the fee of Rome tfrft engaged the attention of the parliament.; 
and in -the reign of Francis the Firft, fome ftrong remonftrances were prefented * 
again ft the mifmanagement of the finances, and the impious rapacity which had 
ftripped St. Martin of the fxlver rails that had been beftowed on his fhrine by 
•Lewis the Eleventh. 

In the tranfient and feeble reign of Francis the Second, when the progrefs of 
the reformed religion awakened the fears of the moft zealous catholics, and 
afforded a pretence to the ambition of the houfe of Lorrain, the members of the 
parliament were fummoned to deliver their opinions on religious toleration ; and 
the lords of the council and the Girifes mutually agreed to refer the decifion of 
this important queftion to that court. After long and warm debates, the majority 
of the parliament, by an edict, eftablifhed the authority of the Roman or apoftolic 
church ; they declared the adminiftration of any other religious rites capital crimes, - 
and the judgment of them was left to the provincial courts. Heretical opinions 
were configned to the ecclefiaftical tribunals ; but the power of punifliing the ' 
culprits remained with the fecular magiftrates, who were redacted from pro- 
nouncing a feverer fentence than banifhment. 

When Charles the Ninth, the brother and fucceffor of Francis, on the fatal 
eve of St Bartholomew, involved the unfufpe&ing Hugonots in one promifcuous 
maflacre, and ftained the memory of iiis reign with indelible infamy, the court 
of parliament praifed the prudence of the king, who declared in that court, that 
he had only anticipated the defigns of Coligny and the proteftants againft his own 
perfon ; yet the prefident, de Thou, could not forbear adding, " That if the 
46 confpiracy of Coligny was real, he ought to have been proceeded againft 

« legally." 

In the fubfcquent reign of Henry the Third, when France was agitated by the 
ambition of the houfe of Lorrain, and the formidable confederacy of the League, 
the parliament maintained pure and unftiaken their allegiance to their fovereign. 
On the afTa'flination of the duke of Guife, the capital was fubje&ed to the licen- 
tious caprice of the council of fixteen ; and Karlai, the prefident of the parlia- 
ment, with Meffrs. de Thou and Potier, who had incurred the difpleafure of the 
zealous leaguers, were by the triumphant faftion committed to the Baftile. A 
more unfortunate fate awaited the prefident BriiTon, who after the aflaflination of 
Henry the Third, had endeavoured to awake the loyalty of the Parifians towards 
Henry the Fourth, and was executed, without the form of trial, by a fentence of 
the council of fixteen. 

When that monarch recovered his capital, he reftored the parliament to its 
dignity and freedom ; and thofe edicts which had been extorted by the power of 
the league, againft himfelf and his predeceffor, were formally annulled. But 
when Henry himfelf grateful for" the former fervices of the proteftants, whofe reli- 
gious tenants he had abjured, in the edi£t of Nantz, which was regiftered in par- 
liament, granted to the reformed permiffion to afTemble at what place and at what 
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time they pleafed, to admit foreigners into their fynods,~ arid "at pleafure to quit 
the kingdom and join foreign fynods ; the parliament hefitated not to. remonftrate 
againft a conceffion fo dangerous to the royal authority. The fovereign liftened 
with pleafure to the language of loyalty ; but the reformed were entitled to his 
confidence ; he wiflied to extinguifh the rancour between the proteitants and 
catholics by a generous toleration} and he compelled the parliament relu&antly 
to regifter the edict. 

On the death of Henry the fourth, the parliament confirmed the title of his 
widow to the regency, during the minority of Lewis the Thirteenth. Even after 
that prince came of age to affume the reins of government, they vindicated their 
authority againft the duke d'Epernon, who. had prefumed to releafe by force a 
foldier from the prifon of St. Germain. The king, partial to the duke, com- 
manded the parliament to difcontinue their proceedings ; the parliament .-obeyed ; 
but at the fame time they determined to flop the adminiftration of juftice, till they 
Ihould have received fatisfaftion for this infult to their body ; and though the king 
difapproved of their refolution,. the duke d'Epernon was at length compelled to 
a perfonal fubmiffion. 

But when the commanding genius of Richelieu guided the counfels of his 

fovereign, the parliament was taught to refpeft the voice of a mafter : Their 

mediation in favour of the queen -mother was feverely reproved , and they were 
reduced, at Met2, to implore the pardon of infulted majefty. By acquiefcing in 
the defires of the court in diffolving the marriage of the duke of Orleans, the- 
brother of the king, with Margaret of Lorrain, they reconciled themfelves to the 
haughty cardinal ; yet, unmindful of their late humiliation, they again expofed 

themfelves to his refentment, by refilling the eftabliftiment of the French Academy 5; 
and though their oppofuion was ineffectual, that minifter ever after regarded them 
with jealoufy and averfion. 

The death of the cardinal was foon fucceeded by that of Lewis the Thirteenth, 
and the minority of his fon was entrufted to the care of the queen-mother, Anne 
of Auftria. That princefs called to the fupreme dire&ion of affairs the cardinal 
Mazarin, - and the nation fubmitted with reluctance to the authority of a foreigner 
and a prieft. The parliament availed themfelves of the general indignation, td 
fhake off the fetters which Richelieu had impofed, and to affume powers unknown 
to them before. Some vexatious edi&s which they refufed.to regifter, was the 
. fignal of public revolt the queen, to force obedience, arretted feveral of the 
counfellors ; and the people efpoufing the caufe of the parliament, whom they 
confidered as their champions againft an oppreflive minifter, tumuituoufly affembled 
in arms, • and barricadoed the ftreets.' The court, alarmed at their hoftile appear- 
ance, reftored the members of the parliament to their freedom, and foon after 
abandoned a capital which they could no longer govern. For four fucceffive years 
the parliament alternately oppofed the authority of the regent, and launched its 
edi&s againft the princes of the blood. Amidft every fpecies of anarchy and 

civil commotion, Lewis the Fourteenth attained the age fixed for his majority j h$ 
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appeared in his parliament,' boldly reprimanded theirprefumptibn, 'and banifhed 
thofe members whofe activity had rendered them moft confpicuous. The reft of 
the affembly fubmitted to the mandates of their fovereign ; they cancelled the 
obnoxious edifts againft Mazarin ; they received that minifter: \tdth every mark of 
regard and approbation and during the reign of Lewis the fourteenth the par- 
liament of Paris was content to admihifter jiiftice in obfequibiis filence. 

Towards the clofe of the reign of thatmonarch, forne feeble murmurs efcaped 
them againft the bull Unigenitus, which they confiderecl as an infringement on the 
liberties of the Gallican church - y but no fooner had Lewis:expired*, than the par- 
liament embraced the opportunity of eicaping from that fubje&ion in which he had 
held them; and, contrary to the will of the deceaied monarch, they vefted the fole 

- powerof the regency in the hands of the duke of Orleans, Yet the freedom of their 
expoftulations with that prince, on the ruinous fyftem of Law, determined him ' 
to difmifs them to Pontoife.j and they were compelled to purchafe their recall by 
the moft degrading conceffions. .We have fmce; beheld' them, on the refumptioa 
of the bull Unigenitus, refifting Lewis the Fifteenth in the plenitude of his power;, 
and though repeatedly banilhed, yet conftantly recalled, and gathering from each 

fall encreafe of vigour. . . .. 

Froni the time of Phi ip the Fair, the parliament of Paris advanced* rapidly,, 
and continually gathered flrength in its progrefs. In the different and mbffc 
flourifhing cities of France ;. other parliaments, on a fimilar principle, were gra- 
dually erected ; but though we have traced the counfellors of law thus elevating 
themtelves to the higheft and nobleft offices of government, and difpenfing juftice 
in the fupreme court of the kingdom, yet the notions of honour peculiar to the 
Gothic nations. precluded them from being ennobled by their places: they were 
officially affociated with, the peers, and had fat in judgment on princes of the 
blood; yet for feveral centuries they in vain ftruggied to obtain admiffion into the 

. order of Nobility ; and it was not till the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, who had 
humbled their power,: that their vanity was gratified by the indulgence of that 
monarch, whofe editt firft entitled them to the honours and, privileges : of * the 

• nobles. : ; 

A. D. 1762.] While Lewis funk beneath the fortune and genius of his 
foreign enemies, the parliament of Paris were vigoroufly engaged in purfuing 
their triumph over their domeftic foes- The arts and influence of the Jefuits had 
obtained and enforced the bull Unigenitus ; and their vi&ory had been eonfidered 

as a. dangerous wound toithe dignity of the parliament.. But that order, that had 
obtruded itfeif into the cabinets of the moft powerful potentates of Europe, that 
had attained almbft an independent fovereignty in America, now tottered on the 
brink of deftru&ion. A confpiracy which they had framed and encouraged againft 
the life of the king of Portugal, excited the general deteftation ; and while they 
laboured under this odium,, fome fraudulent praftices to which their avarice 
ftimulated them in France, completed their difgrace, and expofed them to th$ 
feverity of the civil law* 
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Xu Valette, cliief of their miifionaries at Matft'inico, had .-ever fmce the peace of 
Aix-la~Chapelie carried on, far the benefit of his fociety, an extend ve and 
advantageous commerce : by his ingenious and boJd Speculations, -he had aug- 
mented it to fuch a .degree as to :excite the jeaioufy of the merchants and inhabit- 
• ants of the colony .; he formed :eftahlifhments in the neighbouring iilands, and had 
faftories .at Dominica, Grenadal <St. Lucia, and St. Vincent j he drew bills of 
exchange on Marfeilles, Nantz, Lyons, Paris, Cadiz, Leghorn, and Amfterdam ; 

and his ambition .afpired to monopolize the trade of France in the Wed- Indies, 

when his projects were blafted by an event as calamitous as it was unexpected. ' 

His veffels laden with riches went over the feas in iecurity, when the Englifh 

commenced thofe hoftilities fatal to fo many fpeculators, and efpeoiaiiy to the 
brothers Lionay and Gouffre, merchants at Marfeilles, who 5 in expe&ation of two 
millions of merchandize, had accepted notes to the. amount of a million and a half, 
•drawn by the Jefuits. Stunned by this heavy blow, they in vain implored the 
fupport of the fociety of Jefus; that order, blind to its real intereft, was either 
deaf to their intreaties, or too tardy in its affiftance. Before their courier arrived, 
-the houfe of the Lionays flopped payment, nnd throughout the principal commer- 
cial towns in France involved a multitude of unfortunate .perfons in their ruin. 

A. D. 1761, 1 762. i Thofe who were interefted as fufferers in the failure of 
the Lionays, fought for indemnification from the order of the Jefuits ; they 
afferted that La Valette 'had a&ed, as a monk indeed neceflarily -muft do, for the 
benefit of his fociety ; and on the refufal of the order to make good the -loffes 
they had fuftained in their connection with their agent, they carried their caufe 
'before the parliament of Paris- 

That alTembly eagerly feized the opportunity of humbling, their domeftic ene- 
mies. The Jefuits were every where cited before their tribunals, and ordered to 
^do jufiice to their creditors. In vain did they urge that commerce being forbidden 
to religious orders by the canons of the church, and by the laws, the engagements 
of La Valette were perfonal, and ought not to involve the ruin of a whole 
-fociety. But the completion of their errors was the giving into the fnares that 

had been prepared for them by their adverfaries : theie, in order to prove that 
the government of the Jefuits was defpotic , that every thing was fubmitted to 
the power of the general : and that Father de la Valette neither was, nor could 
be, any thing elfe than the agent of the fociety, appealed to the conftitutions of 
the order The Jefuits imprudently accepted the challenge, and referred to the 
fame authority to juftify their affertion, that the fociety had no property, and that 
the funds belonged to the feverai houfes or colleges. 

The my fterious volume which had been fo carefully fecluded from the light, was. 
now produced in open court : it was found to contain an admirable, but alarm- 
ing picture of the order; all the members of which being united by the con- 
formity of their morals, and the refemblance of their doftrine and manners, fub- 
mitted implicitly to their chief ) and formed a diftinft body in the ftate, fubjeft 
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to the fole controul of their general, who was abfolute over their a&ions, their 

fortunes, and their lives. 

At. the fame time it was difcovered, that from the period of their former expul- 
fion they had again been admitted into the kingdom on certain conditions, which 
they had never fulfilled, and to which their genera:! had obftinately refufed to fub- 
fcribe ; fo that the contract between this religious order and the ftate had never 
been completed ; and their evidence in France was the effect only of toleration, 
and not of adoption. 

To thefe fatal difcoveries were added the difpofitions of the marchionefs de 

Pompadour, and her favourite minifter. The marefchal Belleifle, who had en- 

trufted the education of his only fon to the Jefuits, died before the conclufion of 

the peace : and to his influence fucceeded the duke de Choifeul, a nobleman who 
difliked, and was honoured by the hatred of, the order. This minifter, of an 
a&ive and bold turn of mind, endeavoured to effeft revolutions not only in ftates, 
but alfo in the opinions of the people ftrongly prepoffeffed in favour of modern 
phiiofophy, and an enemy to the power of religious communities, his fentiments 
gave weight to the proceedings of parliament; the writings of the Jefuits v/ere 
pronounced to contain doftrines fubverfive of all civil government:, and injurious 
to the facred perfons of fovereigns : : — The attempt of Damien on the life of 

the king was attributed to their fuggeftions, and every thing feemed to foretei their 
fpeedy diffolution. 

Yet one feeble ray of hope broke in upon the gloom from the profpett of royal 
.fa: cur j arid Lewis who had beheld the late proceedings with indifference, was 
kow allured by the folicitations of the friends to the fociety, faintly to interpofe in 
their behalf The royal mandate, for the fpace of a year, averted their impend- 
ing deftiny ; and during that period^ all decifions againft the fociety were command- 
ed to be fufpended. A plan of accommodation was drawn up, and fubmitted to the 
pope and the general of the order ; but the latter, at this critical moment, dis- 
played ah ill-timed haughtinefs, and imprudent inflexibility .: " Let them exiji as 
" they were, or not exj/l at all" was his injudicious anfwer. The indifference 
of the king returned; the activity of the parliament was rekindled ; and the decree 
of profcription immediately enfued. 

The parliament declared the bulls, briefs, conftitutions, and other regulations 
of the fociety called of Jefus, to be encroachments on authority,- and abufes of 
government ; they diffolved the fociety ; forbade the members to wear the habit of 
the order; and interdicted them from the poffeffion of any prebends, livings, or 
pulpits, or any other clerical or municipal offices. Their colleges were feized <; 
their effects confifcated ; and the king joining in the general refentment, feconded 

the decree of the parliament, by an edi£t which utterly abolifhed -the ^order of 
Jefuits throughout his dominions. 

4 U 
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A- D. 1763.] But the king of France, while he repofecl in the arms of beauty, 
little thought that in joining to fupprefs a religions order, he had kindled a flame 
which might prove fatal to defpotic government. The French parliament, elated 
by their victory over ecclefiaftical tyranny, now attempted to fct bounds to the 
abfolute power of the crown, and feemed determined to confine it within the 
limits of law. An edi£l which Lewis iffued for the continuance of fome taxes 
\vhich were to have ended with the war, was confidered by the parliaments as an 
unwarrantable burthen; and afecond edict, which enabled the crown to redeem 
its debts at an inadequate price, was reprefented as a violation of the public faith. 
The flame rapidly fpread through the kingdom the different parliaments ftromdy 
remonftrated againlt, and ultimately refufed to regifter, the edifts ; and thofe ol 
Paris and Rouen diftinguiflied themfelves by their firm and anmiated language. 

" The fubjett," faid the latter, c; has a right to the eafieft and leaft burthenfome 

" method of contributing to the wants of the ftate. This right, which is founded 
cc in nature, belongs to every nation in the world, whatever may be its form of 

u government; it i> principally the right of the Franks, and in a more efpccial 

" manner that of your province of Normandy. The Norman charter furnifaes on 
cc this head the moft refpe&able monuments of our national immunities, and of 
• c the juftice of the kings, your augufl predeceflbrs. We there find that no tax 
<c can be laid on your fubjects of this province, unlefs it be agreed to in the 
" affembly of 1 he people of the three eftates. This charter fubfy'ls in its full force ; it 
<Q makes pari of your peopled rights, which you fivore to maintain before Him by whom 
" king's reign/ 5 

From thefouth they echoed, without any diminution, the voice of the northern 
parliaments, and that of Bourdeaux, hefitated not to declare, that it was their duty 
in regiftering an edift to bear witnefs to the people that the tax was juft, and to 
the king, that his people are (till able to furnifli the fupplies :• at Thouloufe, at 
^Grenoble, and Befan$on, they purfued the fame meafures, and held the fame 
language. 

A. D. 1763, 1764.I The court, to combat this oppofition, fent down the 
different governors of the provinces, with orders in the king's name to regifter 
the edicts by force, and to caufe them to be obeyed. The duke of Fitz- James 
accordingly repaired to Thouloufe, the duke of Harcourt to Rouen, and Monf. 
Mefnil to Grenoble. The former in vain fet guards upon the houfes of the princi- 
pal magiftrutes, and menaced the reft with the fame reftraint ; the patriotic party 
was provoked rather than intimidated by this rigour : the neighbouring parliament 
of Proven9e efpoufed with ardour the caufe of their brethren of Thouloufe ; they 
declared, that by the outrage in the capital of Languedoc, the whole nation, and 
the throne itfelf, was wounded by tyrannical a&s ; the members of the parliament 
of Thouloufe, animated by the friendly aflurances of Proven£e, as foon as they 
could aiTemble, came to more effectual refolutions, and determined to arreft their 
governor, though a&ing with the authority and under the immediate direction of 

the crown, and to proceed againft him as a criminal. 
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The duke of Hareo;^:: and fkur :>;\j.:i! s in Rouen and Grenoble, imitated 
the conduft of the -c!ukc of -Yii-z- JaineR, ;\nd were encountered by. a fimilar op-- 
pofition ; their refpeclivv. parliaments commanded their bodies to be feized, and 
to be brought to the prilons xf the court ; and in cafe they could not be appre- 
hended, their eftates and effe&s were to be confifcated, or put under the. admini- 
Itration of a legal commiffary. 

A. D. 1765. J The fatal influence of the marchionefs of Pompadour had 'ter- 
minated with her life j and amidfl thefe convulfions, the dauphin of France, a 
prince of a pious and mild difpofition, expired in the thirty-feveath year of his 
age. Maria Therefa, the infanta of Spain,- whom he had firft efpoufed, died in 

ch51d-bed ; and the daughter of which {lie was delivered, furvived her mother 

but a fhorttime. Hisfecond marriage, in 1747, with Maria Jofepha, of Saxony,, 

proved more fruitful and he left behind him three fons, the. duke of Berri, the 
count of Provence, and the count of Artois, with two daughters. The king- 
immediately conferred the title of dauphin on the duke of Berri; but with a. 
proper attention to the memory of his deceafed fon, ordered that the dowager 
dauphinefs fhould retain precedence of his royal highnefs. . 

A. D. 1766.] But if the heart of Lewis was on this occafion fenfible of 
paternal emotions, the cares of fovereignty allowed him not to indulge his 
forrows in retirement. The voice of freedom had been heard through the differ- 
ent provinces of the kingdom : the parliament of Brittany had refufed to the 
crown a free-gift of feven thoufand livres; and they werefingled out to experience 
the weight of the royal vengeance.. The old parliament was diffolved; a new 
commiflion of fixty members was appointed in its room, and a fevere profecution 
was at the fame time carried on againft the degraded members : But in the in-- 
ftant that fentence was to have pafled, Lewis prudently flopped the procefs, and 
endeavoured to conciliate the affections of his people, by publifhing a general 
amnefty in' their favour. 

The clemency of the monarch was treated with difdain ; the counfellors of the * 
parliament of Brittany refufed to refume their fun&ions ; and alledged, that as 
they had taken an oath to their parliament, they could not plead before the com- 
miflion which the king had appointed in its room. . Lewis, . enraged at their op- 
pofition, ordered them to be included, in the lift of thofe who were to be drafted 
for the militia; fuch as the lotHfell on were immediately obliged to join their 
refpe&ive battalions, and the reft were employed in forming the city-guard. 

The parliament of Paris had not beheld with indifference the fate of their 
brethren in Brittany ; they had applauded their conduft, and exhorted them 
to perfevere in their, oppofition. . But the freedom of their remonftrances 
fbon drew upon them the royal cenfure ; . Lewis fuddenly. appeared in the 
capital, prefented himfelf in the public court, and feverely reprimanded the- 
temerity of the members; he added, with the dignity of offended majefty, . 

" Twill not fuffer an affociation to be formed in my kingdom, which might grow./ 
into a. confederacy of refiftance*" 
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The deputies from the parliament of Rouen had pointedly reminded the fove- 
reign of his coronation oath, and infinuated a compact between the king and the 
•people. The anfwer of Lewis was conveyed in the ftrongeft terms ; " The oath 
""that I have made, not to the nation, as you take upon you to fay, but to God 
" alone." This diftinttion proclaimed his determination to fulfer no earthly 
"oppofition to his will ; the parliaments were for a moment awed by the imperious 
voice of the monarch ; and a tranfient and deceitful calm fucceeded the hollow 
murmurs of difcontent. 

A. D- 1767, 1768.] From curbing the free and daring fpirits of his parlia- 
ments, Lewis directed his attention to the ftate of foreign powers. Poland was 
afflicted with all the calamities that attend religious rancour and civil commotion : 
The diftance of that country prevented the interference of France ; and her king, 
with fuperior policy, limited his views to Corfica, an ifland in the Mediterranean. 
Previous to this enterprife, the patrimony of St. Peter, defended alone by fpiritual 
arms, was doomed to experience the more formidable weapons of the king of 
.France. On the rcfufal of the pope to recall a brief which he had published 
againft the duke of Parma, Lewis thought proper to reclaim the territories of 
Avignon and the V^naiflin, as fiefs belonging to him ; and the Roman pontiff, 
"having np troops to oppofe him, could only .denounce againft him the penalties 
incurred by thofe who feize on effe&s belonging to the church. But the thunders 
of the Vatican, once fo terrible, were ho longer regarded; arid the marquis of 
Rochecouart, with the regiment of Dauphine, expelled the feeble train of the 
pope ; and received, in the name of the king, the homage and fubmiffion of the 

A. D. 1768. 1769.] But far different preparations were necefiary to bend the 
A hafdy arid ftubborn-natives of Corfica. Thefe had refifted, with manly firmnefs, 
the oppreflive councils of the Genoefe, who claimed the fovereignty of thd ifland 
by right of cbnqueft. But Genoa, unable to fuppprt her pretenfions, transferred 
them to France, on' condition that Lewis fhould put her in full pofleifion of the 
adjacent ifland of Capraia, which the.Corficaiis had lately invaded and reduced. 
To execute his engagements, powerful armaments were fitted out by Lewis, at 
Antibes and Toulon; .twenty battalions of French were landed in Corfu. a; and 
tKe natives, whofe free fuffrages had fummoned Paoli, one of their principal chief?, 
to the fuprerrie government of. the ifland, determined to defend their liberties to 
the utmoft.. A ,fharp and bloody war, fuch as fuited the inferior numbers of the 
inhabitants and the nature of the country, was carried on in all the faftriefles and 
mountainbus' parts of .the, ifland. And it was not till after the French had fatally 
experienced, in two fucceffive campaigns, the enthufiaftic courage which animates 
the champions of freedom, that they overwhelmed by their fuperior numbers this 
unfortunate people ; nor had Lewis much reafon to triumph in an acquisition, to 
attain which' lie had faerificed fever al thoufands of his braveft troops, and only 

extended his dominion over a rugged and unproductive iflatod. 




people 
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While Ffaiice abroad was exhaufting hef treafuresin a ruinous and unprofitable 
crtnfli&, at home hef merchants were expofed to every fpecies of failure and diflrefs. 
Her Eaft- India company ^ formerly fo flourtfhing, became totally bankrupt;- the 
tnoft capital commercial houfes were involved in the fame calamity ; and the def- 
potie manoeuvre of the niiniftei, the duke of Choifeul, in reducing the intereft of 
the public funds to one-half, and at the fame time taking away the benefit of 
fiirvivorfhip in the tontines, increafed the general gloom, and ftruck at the root 
of all national faith and credit. 

But though the arms of Lewis had extinguifhed the flame of freedom in Corfica, 
in France it was revived by the breath of the parliaments, and cherifhed with a 
fond regard that threatened the moft important confequences. An edi£t iflfued by 
the king, which transferred fome new and extraordinary powers to the grand 
council, wa9 flrenuoufly oppofed by the parliament of Paris; fixty-four members 
of that affeinbly voted for utterly abolifbing that council; and the queftion was 
only loft by a majority of two, though all the princes of the blood attended ro 
fupport the court and the duke of Choifeul endeavoured to overawe the indepen* 
dent fpirit of the patriotic party by continuing in the affembly throughout the 
debate. 

That minifter, Wearied with ineffe&ual ftruggles, now exerted his addrefs to 
conciliate thofe whom he had in vain attempted to intimidate. Though the king 
had hitherto refifted the felicitations of his people to reftore the parliament of 
Brittany, he now afpired to popularity by doing voluntarily, that which he had 
been vainly importuned to grant ; and the duke de Duras was fent into that 
province, to re-eftahlifh the parliament, and to recall the members from 'exile. 

A. D. 1770.3 But a conceflion, which a fhort time fince would have been 
' afcribed to the benignity of the monarch, was now attributed to the fears of the 
court ; and the parliament had fcarce aflembled before they convinced their 
countrymen, that oppreflioft had confirmed and not extinguifhed their zeal for the 
public welfare. The province of Brittany had long groaned beneath the iron rule 
of the duke d'Aiguillon, and for four years he had perfecuted with unremitting 
vengeance M. de Chalotais, the attorney -general to the parliament. That unfor- 
tunate gentleman, whofe genius, learning, and integrity merited a better fate, 
had oppofed, with the indignation of a virtuous magiflrate^ the oppreffive mea- 
sures of the duke ; and a malevolent rage of the haughty governor, feconded by 
the influence of rhe.countefs du Barre, the new and favourite miflrefs of the king^ 
whofe confidence he had acquired, drove the unhappy object of his enmity into 
exile; purfued him from dungeon to dungeon; and at length, by the fubornation 
-of falfe witnefles and the profligacy of dependant judges, procured agamft him a 
fentence w;>ich involved his life.,; .and which his perfecutor haftened privately to 
\cafry into 'execution. . - : > 
■ 'But ifh&ugh the parliament of Tifitteny had received intelligence of the dark 
.defighs bf their -go vetftGty the humanity of the duke of Choifeul was mtereft«d • 
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by their reprefentations ; and an order in favour of M. de Chalotais arrived time 
enough to ftop the hand oi the executioner, which was already armed againft his 
life.. The refcue of that gentleman laid open a fcene of the blackeft iniquity ; 
and the parliament of Brittany, poffeffed of new proofs, commenced a procefs 
againft the duke d'Aiguillon, whofe trial was conduced in the prefence of the 
king, the princes of the blood, the peers, and the parliament of Paris. Before 
thefe judges the written proceedings carried cn againft M. de Chalotais were pro- 
duced, and difplayed fuch a complicated fyftem of guilt and cruelty, as exceeded 
whatever could have been furmifed. 

It was amidit thefe domeftic difquietudes that the dauphin received the hand of 

Maria Antoinetta, fitter to the. emperor of Germany. But even thefe nuptials, 

that promifed to cement the alliance of France with the houfe of Auftria, were 
attended with events the mod inaufpicious : The crowd that haftened to be 
fpe&ators of the fireworks, tumultuoufly prefied upon each other ; thofe who 
were foremoft funk down by the weight of encreafing numbers behind, and it 
is fuppofed that about a thoufand perfons perilhed in the fatal ^onfufion, befides 
double that number grievoufly maimed and bruifed. This difafter was cpnfidered 
as omenous. The dauphin in the firft tranfport of his commiseration, bellowed, 
the amount of a months expences towards the relief , of the furviving lufFerers, 
and the dauphinefs followed the noble example. The king alfo ordsi^i ; no 
expenfe fliould be fpared to alleviate their diftrefs. But even this fignal and 
mournful occurrence, could not divert the public attention from the profecutioa. 
of the duke d'Aiguillon. 

At the .moment that the nation awaited the decifion of this important caufe, 
Lewis thought proper, by a violent exertion of power, to put a total ftop to tile 
whole courfe of juftice, and to all further enquiries into the conduct of the duke* 
At the fame time, confeious of their fentiments, he forbade the princes of the 
blood from attending the parliament. A procedure fo inconfiftent with the rights 
of the peerage was openly reprobated by the prince of Conti j and the partiality 
which the king evidently difplayed towards the duke d'Aiguillon, could not reprefs 
the determined refolution of the parliaments againft him. That of Paris prohi- 
bited him from exercifing the functions of his peerage, till his character fliould 
be cleared by an open trial ; and though the king annulled their arret by his 
abfolute authority, they maintained their refolution with incredible firmnefs, and 
their remonftrances were feconded by the reprefentations of the princes and peers, 

- who complained that their honour was facrificed, and the rights of the peerage 
annihilated. 

The other parliaments were not behind in vigour or refolution that of Paris j 
but the general deteftation that purfued the duke d'Aiguillon, feemed only to 
encreafe the attachment of his royal mafter ; and Lewis, after having feverely 
reprimanded the parliament of Paris for their temerity, ordered two of the 

. members to be arretted, and feat to the cattle of Vincennes j yet the reft, inftead 
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of being intimidated by this feverity, ftill difplayed an aftonifliing magnanimity,, 
and perfevered in repeated deputations and remonftrances. 

At length the king arrived fuddenly at Paris, and having with his guards fur- 
rounded the parliament, entered the affembly, reproached the members in the 
fevereft terms, difmHTed the two chambers of Inquefts and Requefts, and ordered 
all proceedings againft the duke d'Aiguillon to be erafed from their regifters. The: 
parliament, however, ftill continued to affemble, and obferved that the late afts 
of arbitrary power, both againft the letter and fpirit of. the conftitution, left no 
room to doubt that a premeditated defign was harboured to change the form of 
government ; and that though they fhould for a while poftpone their deliberations, 



the throne, 

Meafures 



of 



That 



of Brittany was furprized by the intrufion of a major-general,, who produced ; 
lettres de cachet for the firft-prefident, folicitor 'general, and regifter, and com* 
pelled them by an armed force to erafe from their regifters the arrets obnoxious ; 
to the court. The members, however, affembled foonafter,. and iffued a thong 
protest j;ainit this act of power, which ihey pronounced in he higheft .degree to; 
be arbitrary and illegal. 

At Metz,* marefchai d'Armeritieres entered the parliament-houfe at the head of/ 
eight companies of grenadiers, tore to pieces feveral of the arrets, "and banifhed 
the molt diftinguifhed members ; Befancjon was intuited by fimilar inftances of 

military violence ; yet Rouen (till perfevered in its deputation, and its complaints 
were echoed by the chamber of aids at Paris ; who, after in vain feeking accefs ■; 
to the throne,, to the amazement and confulion of the . court, , printed its. remon- 
ftrance. 

The cii 'eContent cf the populace, who looked up with admiration to the patriotifmi 
and heroic firmnefs of the parliaments, was encreafed by a dearth which prevailed, 
this year throughout the kingdom, ibfcanty fupply was procured by opening 
the ports, and permitting foreigners as well as natives to import or export corn at 
will, without any retrofpett to the price for which it might have been fold during 
the continuance in the ports :. but though this regulation might alleviate the public: 
mifery, yet fo fatal were the ravages of famine, that in Limofin and Marche only, . 
four thoufand perfons are fuppofed to have periflied.. 

The monarch, immerfed in fenfuality, heard with indifference the cries of his 
people ; but he liftened. with more refpeft to the folicitations of his miftrefs, the 
countefs du Barre, The hatred of that lady to the duke de Choifeul, was conftantc 
and undifguifed j and her royal lover, amidft the blandifhments of amorous 
intercourfe, was inceifantly urged to difmifs the obnoxious minifter. But whatever 
promifes were drawn from the eafy king in the hours of dalliance, were repeatedly * 



refle&ion 



enterprizing genius, precipitated his downfall 



prudence of his filter,, and his 
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• The pride of the duchfefs of Gf atfttftont was fever ely mottified by the afcehdancy 
of the countefs du Barr€ ; though iieithef ydiihg ndi: handfoih6, flie had afpired 
to the royal bed, and hoped to coiifirrii, by her irlflueiicfe as iiriltrefs to the king 
the power to which her brother had attaiired as mmifef. This proipeft was blafteil 
by the fond attachment of Le^Vis to his new favbiirite ; and the duchefs, inftead 
of remaining at Vef failles, arid endeavouring fecretly to undermine her enemies, 
gave opeii vent to her indignation ; fhe inflamed tile parliaments of the different 
provincial towns ; arid iri a progrefs through France, aflured them, that in their 
f emoriftrarices to the crown, they would be fupported by the duke of Choifeul. 

But the impetuofity of that rriiriifter pliiftged him into a more fatal error. The 
court of Spain had already formed defigns againft Port Egmorit, a fettlemerit on 

.one-of the Malouine iflands, and pofiefled by the Engliih. . he duke of Choifeul, 
who had with irripatieiice fubmittf.d to the triumphs of that people* aflured the 
cabinet of Madrid that Lewis worild firmly maintain the union of the houfe of 
Bourbon, and the engagements that he had contracted by the Fairiily Coinpaft. 
The intrigues of the duke could riot long be kept fecret from the king j he heard 
With artoriifhmerit the pfdf&mpti'bn of that ftateftrian, who had hazarded an anivver 
of fuch importance without the concurrence of the crown ; he trembled at the 
thoughts of war, and at duties which mult obtrude upon hours which he had de- 
voted to pleafure ; he was Rill embarafled by the renionflrances of his parliaments; 
and he determined to get rid of a minilter whom he fulpe&ed of too much 
complacency towards thofe afiemblies. The count de St. Florentin, lately created 
duke de la Vrilliere, was appointed to carry him the fatal lettre de cachet, which 
was couched in the following terms : " the diflatisfattion I experience in your 
" fervic'es, obliges rrie to banilli you to Chanteloup, where you will repair in 
C5 twenty-four hours. I would have lent you much further, if it had not been for 
6; the particular efteerii I have for the dtichefs de Choifeul, in whofe welfare I am 
much interefted. Be careful that your condiift does not force me to take foriie 
cc other ftep j arid I pray God to keep you in his holy protection." 

A. D. i77i'*J The ouke of Choifeul found fome compenfetion for the lofs 
!<)f royal favour in the approbation of the public ; and he retired with the accla- 
mations of the people at large. But his retreat fecured not the lubmiffiori of the 
parliaments of France ; arid thofe aifernblies, though deprived of the fupport that 
they had looked up to, ftill' maintained a coriduft equally firm and honourable. 

The members long withftood the rdyal edict, by which they were to acknowledge 
themTeives obliged in future to rdgiflfrr all the edifts of the king, even againfi: 
"their own reriioriftf arices. The pfeferice of the triondr ch at length coriipelled thetri 
to enter on their journals the fatal edift ; brit iri their iie'xt alfembly the parliament 
.of Paris complained of it as ah act 6f force, and appointed a deputation to the 
king to entreat Mm 'to withdraw it. \ Their 1 language tin this bccaiiori was bold, 
'^m 9 \^dmim^^ 1 A ^ Your etiih, Site, fs deteuaive of all law • your parlia- 
y fneni is" charged f5'\ntfintJflft the liftfr ; arid the laW perifliirig, they flicntM perifh 
" with it 5 thefe are, Sire, the laft tfords of your parliariitfnt;" • . 
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Lewis, enraged at their perfeverance, now yielded to the mo ft violent councils, 
and prepared to fupport his authority by" the moil decifive meafures ; the mem- 
bers, in the dead of night, were awaked in their beds by parties of the guard?, 
who prefented to each of them a lettre de cachet, which enjoined them to declare 
whether they would refume the adminiftration of juftice, which they had aban- 
doned, or perfift in their refufal. Though in the moment of confufion a few 
were furprifed into acquiefcence, yet thefe foon retraced j they were commanded; 
•to attend at court, to receive their difmiflioii; and maintaining, even in the 
prefence of the fovereign, the fame decent but inflexible firmnefs, the whole body 
of the parliament was banilhed from the capital. 

The chief advifer of a conduct fo daring and odious, was the chancellor de 
Maupeou ; a man who had afcended to power by the practice of every fpecies 
of fraud and deceit, and who fhared with the duke d* Aiguillon the public hatred; 
At his fuggeflion a temporary tribunal was ere&ed, at which the lawyers of the 
crown were compelled to affilt ; but this phantom of a parliament, and the hopes 
of the people that the old one would be reftored, were foon extinguiflied. The 
king, at the laft bed of juftice that he held, iiTued three edicts ; the firft for the 
diffolution of the prefent parliament ; the fecond for the fuppreffion of the Court 
of Aids ; and the third for the transformation, of the Grand Council into a new 

* * • 

parliament. The king clofed the affembly with thefe decifive words ; c; You have 
IC juft heard my intentions ; it is my will that they fhould be executed. I com- 
" mand you to begin your functions next Monday ; my chancellor will go to in- 
<c ftal you. I forbid all deliberations contrary to my will, and all reprefentations- 
" in favour of the ancient parliament : for I. will never change." Soon after the 
king declared that the jurifdi&ion of the new parliament, which reached from 
Lyons to Arras, was too extenfive, he now divided it into fix different parts; 
each court was to have a fimilar jurifdi&ion, and to be held at Arras, Lyons, 
Clermont, Blois, Poiftiers, and Paris ; a new code of laws, which had been 
framed by the chancellor, was alfo prefented and approved ; and meafures ac- 
cordingly taken for carrying them into execution. 

The parliament of Rouen had not beheld in filence the fate of their brethren 
at Paris ; they declared the new parliament ufurpers, and enemies of the ftate, 
and ftrittly forbad the acknowledgment or execution of any of their arrets. The 
court was awed by the danger of a conteft with the powerful and high-fpirited 
.duchy of Normandy, and it is furmifed that the generous refufal of the duke of- 
Harcourt to command the troops intended to crufli that province, Induced Lewis 
to relinquifh the violent meafures that he meditated. But the fame refped was 
slot paid to the parliaments of Befan$on, Bourdeaux, . Aix, Thouloufe, and 
Brittany; thefe were totally fuppreffed, the members driven into exile, land new 
parliaments erected in the room of the old. . 

. The public difcontent at the fuppreffion of their ancient' parliaments was not 
Seflfened by the appointment of the duke <T Aiguillon to the poft or minilter for 

Vol. IiI. " ' • 
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foreign affairs* That nobleman, by the friendfhip of the countefs du Barre, and 
the dishonourable interpofition of the royal authority, had eluded the fword of 
Juftice, and it. was the ftrong expreflion of the duke of BrifTac, a nobleman of a 
lively and romantic difpofition, " that he had indeed faved his head, but that his 
* c neck had been twitted." He was now preferred to an office of the higheft 
importance, and the king, by conftant marks of favour, feemed dcfirous on every 
occafion of triumphing over the feelings oi his people. 

A. D. 1 77 1, 1772.] Yet the infenfibility of Lewis was not entirely proof 
againft one inftance of oppofition. . The princes of the blood had ftrongly pro- 
tefted ; againft the late innovations, and their firmnefs had drawn upon them the 
king's indignation, they were forbid to appear in the royal prefence, and ulti- 
mately banifhed from court — but thefe illuftrious perfons ill brooked their exile 
from fcenes of gaiety and magnificence — with the life of the count of Clermont 
their fortitude expired, they languifhed to return to the circle of royal pleafures ; 
and the king, who beheld the luftre of his court clouded during their abfence, 
accepted, with pleafure, their overtures of accommodation. 

The courts of , Vienna and Madrid faw with regret the duke d'Aiguillon, as 
ininifter for foreign affairs, poffefied of a poft to which their wifhes were inceffant- 
ly recalling the duke of Choifeui ; and the new fecretary, though not deflituteof 
capacity, yet fuffered the partition of Poland to be concluded againft the evident 
intereft df France. Lewis himfelf was fo ftruck at the firit intelligence of the 
event, that he could not help exclaiming, " Alas L if Choifeui had been here, 
" this would not have happened." But this tranfient emotion foon fubfided in 
the arms of the .countefs du Barre j and the revolution of Stockholm, accom- 
pliflied under the aufpices of France, which overthrew the power of the ariftocracy, 

and eftablifhed the authority of the fovereign, reftored the reputation of the duke 
d'Aiguillon. 

Delivered from the remonftrances of his parliament, and devoted to voluptuouf- 
hefs, the hours df Lewis feemed to glide in conftant enjoyment ; the chancellor 
de Maupe.ou took care that all money edi&s were regiftered ; and the inventive 
fpirit of finance, by opprefting the people, liberally fupplied the profufion of the 
court. The holy deference of the king for the fee of Rome was foothed by cede- 
ing to pope Ganganelli, Avignon and the county of Venaiflin, which had been 
reclaimed in the adminiftration of the duke of Choifeui. The ijiarquis of Mon- 
teynard was, by the intrigues of the duke d'Aiguillon, difmilfed from the war 
department ; and the latter nobleman, by the fond partiality of the fovereign, was 
inverted with the fpoils of the difgraced minifter. 

. A. D. 1774.J Butin the moment of fatietyy the mind of Lewis ftill appeared 
imprefTed with fettled melancholy ; the fudden death of the marquis de Ghauvelin ? 
the companion of his fenfual excefles, ftrongly affefted him ; and the fubfequent 
fate of marefchal d^Armentieres, who expired in a fimilar manner, and who was 

nearly the fame age as the monarch, increafed his gloomy fenfations* He was 
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fenfible of the daily diminution of his ftrength ; and even the charms of the cowl; 
tefs du Barre could no longer excite defire ; and though that lady (till retained her 
influence, new obje&s were requifite to roufe the languid powers of the king. 
To provide thefe was the inceflant care of the countefs ; and her affiduity in this 
office, proved at once fatal to her own grandeur, and the life of her royal Have. 

A new beauty who was introduced into the bed of the monarch, communicated 
to the defpoiler of her innocence the fatal feeds of difeafe; The fymptoms of the 
fmall-pox already appeared on the king, and by the advice of his phyficians he was 
haftily removed from Trianon to Verfailles. The danger hourly, increafed; .and 
Lewis, apprifed of the nature of his diforder, found, with the approach of death, 
the fenfe of religion return ; he defired that the countefs du Barre, who had 
officially attended him, might be removed; he received the facrarnent; and 
declared his intention to exert himfelf ever after for the maintenance of. religion,, 
and the happinefs of his people. 

But it was not permitted to him to evince the fincerity of thefe declarations ; the 
ignorance of his phyficians co-operated with the virulence of the difeafe ; a 
momentary change for the better was fucceeded by certain indications of fpeedy/ 
diflblution, and eight days after the firft attack, that, mouurcti cloied a reign ct\ 
fifty-nine, and a. me o£ iixty- five years*. 

buch was the fate .of Lewis the fifteenth, who at length. fell a victim to thofe 
fenfual appetites, in the gratification of which he had faerificed his own fame and 
the welfare of his fubjetts. The enviable appellation of well-beloved \ which had: 
been conferred in the moment of danger by a lively and.enthufiaftic people, was 
effaced by thirty years of lafcivious excefs, profufion,. and rapacity ; his example 
had loofened the bands of morality,, his prodigality had exhaufted the credit and 
resources of his country, and his wanton pride had trampled upon the remnant of 
the conftitution. His affections feemed to have been confined within the narrow 
limits of his perfonal pleafures and fecurity ; the marchionefs of Pompadour, who^ 
fo long enjoyed his confidence and fhared his embraces, expired without a figh of 
regret from the monarch, who, during her life, had obeyed and adored her ; and ; 
the death of his fon, the dauphin, was received without any mark of emotion by 
the royal infenfible. It was by inceffantly fuggefting to him his perfonal danger, . 
that the countefs du Barre ftimulated him to the decifive meafure of fuppreffing 

the ancient parliaments of France : but though concealed from the public eye, the : 
embers of freedom were ftill carefully cheriftied ; the magnanimity of thofe affemblies 
had awakened new ideas in the bofoms of the French ; they were taught by the late 
remonftrances to confider their inherent rights ; and the glorious flame, in the 

fucceeding reign, burft forth with accumulated force,, and overwhelmed the-throne.: 

of defpotum*. 
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A. D. 1774. ] LEWIS the Sixteenth, at the age of twenty, fucceeded to the 
throne of his grandfather ; and whatever fatisfadtion might arife from the fplendid 
profpett before him, was alloyed by the general diftrefs that prefented itfelf 
throughout the kingdom. Domeftic cares were added to thofe of the public • 
the contagious diforder of which the late king died, had been communicated to 
his three daughters, the princefles Adelaide, Sophia, and Vi&oire i a General 
confternation took place ; the people trembled for the fafety of the king and his 
brothers ; and it was fcarccly deemed an improbable event, that the whole royal 
family might have been fwept off by that fatal peft, which had lb long been its* 
inveterate enemy. . 

But thefe fears were of fhort duration ; the princefles recovered from the natural 
diforder ; and the king, with the two princes his brothers, and the countefs 
d* Artois, wife of the younger, were all inoculated at the fame time, and were 
foon releafed from any apprehenfions by the eafe and fafety of the operation ; 
their example contributed to remove the prejudices againft that important difco- 
very, and to extend the prattice from the court throughout the provinces of 



France. 

The health of Lewis was no fooner confirmed, than he diligently employed 
himfelf to extinguifli the difcontent and alleviate the calamities of his people. 
He immediately determined to remove thofe perfons from office whofe errors, or 

oppreffive condudt, had rendered them difagreeable to tha nation : he recalled 

the count of Maurepas, who had formerly occupied the marine department, but 
who had been banifhed from the court for three and twenty vears ; and whofe 
ability and integrity had been efteemed and recommended by the^eceafed dauphin. 
" This ftatefman, however, declined the refumption of his former ftation ; and 
with a feat in the privy-council, without any particular office, influenced the moll 
important concerns of government. 

The countefs du Barre, whofe afcendency over the paffions of the late monarch 
had occafioned fo many evils, was permitted to fhclter herfelf in contempt and 
bbfcurity ; feveral ladies who had diftinguiflied themfelves by their fervile affiduity 
to her, were banifhed from the royal circle; while the duchefs of Grammont 
enjoyed at once the difgrace of her enemy, and the favour of the prefent fovereign ; 
{he was recalled to court by a letter from the young queen herfelf, and was treated 
•with every mark of diflin&ion and honour. 
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At length the duke cVAiguillon refigned his office of prime minifter ; and the 
chancellor de Maupeou, who had divided with him the hatred of France, was 
difmiffed from his high and important truft ; yet, even on this occafion, the 
moderation of the king was confpicuous \ the punifhment of Maupeou was limitted 
to the lofs of his employment ; he was permitted to retire to the noble eftate he 
had acquired in Normandy, and to enjoy without reftraint the fpoils of an opprelfed 
people. The feals were delivered to monfieur Miromefnil, prefident of the par- 
liament of Rouen ; the count of Vergennes, who had filled with reputation the 

poft of ambaflador to the courts of Conftantinople and Stockholm, was called to 
prefide over the foreign department ; and the count of Muy, afterwards created 
marefchal, was nominated fecretary of war. 

The difmiflal of the duke d'Aguillon had filled the partizans of the duke of 

-Choifeul with the higheft exultation ; their ardent fancy beheld him again inverted 
with the fupreme authority, and extending his negociations into the different court? 
of Europe ; but whether the enterprifing genius of that nobleman was deemed 
friconfiftent with the prefent pacific- fyftem, or that the fubordinate minifters 
dreaded his haughty fpirit, and filently traverfed his return to power, the hopes 
of his adherents were differed gradually to fubfide.: he was indeed recalled to 
♦court, :and fhared with his fifter, the duchefs of Grammont, the fmiles of his 
fovereign ; but thefe favours were only extended to him as a private perfon, and he 
.was'feduloufly excluded from all participation in public affairs, 

A ftill more popular ftep was an edift publifhed in .the name of the king, in 
•which he engaged to pay unremitting attention to the management of the finances ; 
to reftore the difcharge of the public debt, which had been intercepted by his 
•predecefTor ; and to make full compenfation to thofe who had fuffered by that 
injurious meafure. At the fame time feveral fchemes of ceconomy were introduced ; 
.and though thefe were more pleafing in their appearance than. beneficial in their 
effefts, yet th- people received with tranfport, plans which promifed fome future 
attention to their happinefs, and at leaft a defire to deliver them from the burdens 
under which they groaned. The price of bread, which had alfo rilen to an excef- 
five height, was rfeduced by the prudent management of the minifters : and thofe 
•who in the confufion of the laft reign had treafured up the corn in their granaries, 

were now perfuaded to bring it to market. 

Such attentions could not fail to command -the gratitude of tha populace, and 
whenever the monarch appeared in public, he was attended by the acclamations of 
the multitude -; yet one circumftancewas wanting to eftablifh the general joy, and 
.France ftill panted after the reftoration of her ancient parliaments. When the 
folemn funeral fervice for theiate king was performed in the abbey church of St, 
Deny s, the new parliament was fummoned to attend the ceremonial; but the 
iduke of Orleans refufed' to appear, or to aft in any manner in conjunction with 
Jhat' body. In a letter to the. king he avowed his reafons for abfenting himfelf ; 
and the monarch, difgufted .with this .unexpected oppofition, and uncertam what 
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effe£t it might produce upon the other princes of the blood, exiled the duke of 

Orleans, with his fon the duke of Chartres, from his court. 

The people, who had flattered themfelves that the difmiflal of the obnoxious 
xninifters would l^ave been attended by the reftoration of their idol, the parliament* 
were ftunned by this ftroke ; they confidered the two dukes as vi&ims to the 
public good ; the general difcoiitent immediately revived ; and Lewis, when next 
he prefented himTelf to the inhabitants of the metropolis, inftead of the ufuai 
marks of applaufe, was received in awful filence ; deje&ion was ftrongly painted 
in every countenance ; and the young monarch foon perceived, that he could 
only reign in the hearts of his fubje&s by a ready compliance with their wifhes. 

Preparations were immediately made to foothe the anxious minds of an 
enthufiaftic people ; the duke of Orleans was again invited to join the royal 
councils, and his prefence gave confidence to their refolutions. The lettres de 
cachet which had been iffued- againfl the members of the ancient parliament 
were revoked ; guards were poftcd to fecure the obnoxious perfons who compofed 
the new from the rage of the populace ; and the king, after attending divine 
fervice, went to the great chamber of parliament, accompanied by his brothers, 
by the dukes of Orleans and Chartres, the other princes of the blood, and the 

great officers of ftate, and commanded the edid to be regiftered which re- 

eftabliihed the ancient parliaments and for ever fuppreffed the new. 

But though the prudence of Lewis had fuggefted. to him this compliance with 
the ardent defires of his fiibjetts, he endeavoured (till to preferve pure and 
undiminifhed the royal authority ; and was equally averfe with his predeceflbr to 
granting to thefe popular aflemblies any power that could poflibly circumfcribe 
liis own. He explained his intentions by the fpeech in which he addrefled that 
diftinguifhed body. The ftep that he had taken to. enfure the tranquillity and 
happinefs of his fubje&s, ought not, he obferved, to invalidate his own. authority, j 
and he hoped, from the zeal and attachment of the prefent aflembly, an example 
of fubmiffion to the reft of his fubjett.. Their repeated' refiftance to the com- 
mands of his grandfather had compelled that monarch to maintain his prerogative 
by their banifhment ; and they were now recalled, in the expe&ation that they 
would quietly exercife their functions, and difplay their gratitude by their obe- 
dience. He concluded with declaring, that it was his defire to bury in oblivion 
all paft grievances ; that he fliould ever behold with extreme difapprobation what- 
ever might tend to create divifions and difturb the general tranquillity ; and that 
his chancellor would read his ordinance to the affembly, from which they might 
be affured he would not fuffer the fmalleft deviation to be made. 

That ordinance was couched in the mo ft explicit terms, and was. immediately 
regifteredby the king's command : The articles of it limitted within very narrow 
bounds the pretenfions of the parliament of Paris ; the members were forbidden 
to. look upon themfelves as one body with the other parliaments of the kingdom, 

or to take any ftep, or affume any title, that might tend towards, or imply, fuch 
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an unioja: They were enjoined; never to relinquifh the adminrftratron of public. 

juftiee, except in cafes of abfolute neceffity, for which the firft-prefidei\t wafl to* 
bgrorefponfible to the king s and it was added, that on their difobedience^ the 
§r^nd council might replace the parliament, 
purpofe. 



without any new edi& for the.: 

re.monfkating before^ 
the regiftering of any edi&s or letters-patent, which- they might. conceive injunous- 

tp t the welfare of the people, provided they prefejived in. their reprefentations the 



efpeft 



remonffrances 



the; parliament, if they proved ineffectual, were to regifter the. edi£t obje&ed tot* 
within a month at fartheft from? the firft; day of its. being, publifhed; : They were : 



ft* 



ancient 



retard; the execution. of the king's ordinances.;, and they were alfured by the, king. 
Ijiijifelf, at the. conclufioii: of his, .code- for their future conduct, that as long, as 
they adhered* to the bounds prefcribed,. and- attempted not to enlarge the; power* > 
granted to them, they might depend; upon his ; protection and countenance. 

Such- were the terms on which Lewis contente.d: to reitore the 
ments of his, kingdom;, and while he delivered hirnfelf from the odium thai;, 
involved, his predeceffor,. he reduced the -authority of thofe affemb;lies which had? 
fhak.en the infant throne of Lewis the Fourteenth. Yet the conceffions of the 
parliament may be vindicated as prudent, and politic ; they had to- contend with . 
a young monarch, ppffefifed of the, affe&ions of the people., and; whpfe. (hort 
reien had not vet allowed them an opportunity of changing their opinions. . Moffc 
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had purchafed their places* at; a.confiderable.ex-penc.e ; and 



their zeal: amidffc 



— « 

ndifferent 



had renounced. Each: d^y- more firmly eftablifhed the jurifditlion that had beea 
eEefted: on their ruins and fhould a continuance of their abfence- gradually 
extinguilh the regard of the Parifians, they were fenfible the jealoufy of the crown,'* 
would ever afterwards; preclude their recall from, exile ;. but if once- reinftated in. 
their dignities and the adminiftratipn of juftiee, new- opportunities might offer, of 
teafferting what they had furrendered. 

, Even in the firft moments of their- return,, they difplayed a fpirit unfubdued by, - 
adverfity ; the article, refpeCting remonftrances was darkly and doubtfully worded, . 
and they already afpired; to their former pret 

was..cru(hed by the decifion of. the monarch; 
prestations, " That he muft be obeyed," was;conclufive» 

It: was not only the parliament that filently bo wed before the ipajefty of . the new: 
(overeign; the archbjfhop of Paris had renewed the commotions of the bulL 

enitus, and had oppofed the adminiftration of the facrament ; but he was 
uilhed by the ftern juftiee of the king, wfro declared, that inftead of con* 

fignmg him to that exile which the late monarch had repeatedly infli&ed, on his 



and the anfwer to one; of their re- 
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again difturbing the tranquillity of the kingdom he would give him over to the 

utinoft rigour of the law. 

The provincial parliaments of Befan<pon, Bourdeaux, Aix, Thouloufe, and 
Brittany, - that had been fuppreffed by the deceafed monarch, were alfo reftored by 
the prefent; and unanimity eftablifhed at home, France had leifure to dire& her 
attention to her late conqueft of Corfica, which flill ftruggled to throw, off the 
yoke, and refume her native independence. 

To juftify the feverities which were afterwards pra&ifed againft thofe brave but 
unfortunate iflanders, the court of Verfailles had induftrioufly circulated a rumour 
of dark and bloody confpiracy. But as no detail of this plot had been given, the 
reality of it has been queftioned ; and it is more than probable, the revolt 
of the Corficans originated in the oppreflion of their governors, and was the re- 
Xult of momentary indignation, rather than the confequence of any fettled plan. 
Whatever was the fource of it, the efFetts were fatal to that unhappy people ; fome 
tranfient fucceffes in the firft defultory hoftilities, were foon effaced by a feries of 
fanguinary chaftifements. The new minifters were defirous of .difplaying their 
vigour and aftivity, frefli reinforcements were continually poured into the ifland ; 
and the inmoft receffes of that mountainous country were penetrated by the per- 
feverance, and overwhelmed by the numbers of the vi&ors : thofe who had ap- 
peared moft forward in oppofing the government of France, atoned for their 
imprudence by the lofs of their lives ; and great part of their followers, who had 
been excited to arms by their rafli fuggeftions, were tranfported to the Weft India 
iflands, and condemned to perpetual llavery. 

■ In the final reduction of Corfica, France had feized the moment of favourable 
enterprife ; and her ancient and formidable rival, England, was diverted from 
attending to her conduct, by her own momentous and immediate concerns- The 
laft war, which had fo deeply wounded the glory and power of the houfe of 
Bourbon, had eftablifhed the dominion of the Englifh over North America ; but 
with an extent of territory, that people feem not to have poffefTed, or to have 
cultivated the affe&ions of their colonifts. The idea of impofing various taxes on 
the Americans had been alternately adopted and abandoned ; it was now finally 
determined to be enforced, and the minifters of great Britain proclaimed their 
refolution of drawing a ferried revenue from their valuable dependencies acrqfs 
the Atlantic. A fmall duty was laid upon tea ; but even this, trifling as it ain- 
mounted to, was fpurned at by the Americans; aflbciations were formed, and 
fubfcriptions - cheerfully entered into; and on the arrival of the fhips that were 
freighted with the obnoxious commodity, fcveral of them were boarded by parties 
of men difguifed as Mohawk Indians, who, without committing any other aft of 
violence, inftantly threw the tea overboard ; the captains of the other fhips., 

alarmed for the intereft of their owners, thought it moft prudent to avoid rifking » 
fimilar lofs, and fleered back their' courfe to England, ' : : ~ 
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, Tkefe tumultuous proceedings in America were henrdiwith perentineat by the 
minifters of Great Britain;, and it was. determined: feverely to chaftife the town 
and port of Bofton, which had been diftinguifhed as the fcene of outrage. The 
Britilh parliament condemned the town ofBofto&to pay for the tea thus deftroyed;. 
and as a further punifhment, they refolved to deprive it of the privilege of 
a port,, until the fovereign fhould be fatisfied of the difpofition of the inhabitants, 
to carry on trade quietly, obey the laws, and fubmit to the duties'impofed ; until 
that fhould appear, the cuftom houfe of Bofton, and confequentiy the commerce.* 
was to be removed to Salem, a port about feventeen miles diftant. 

This a& of regulation was fucceeded by another for the better government of 
Maflachufetts-Bay, the province in which Bofton is fituated. The bill for that 

purpofe, altered entirely the form of constitution throughout the province ; it took 
the whole executive power out of the hands of the people, and vefted the nomina- 
tion of judges, counfellors, and magiftrates of all kinds, in the crown, and in 
fome cafes in the king's governor ; and to give weight to thefe innovations* 
general Gage, an officer who had long ferved in America with reputation, was 
fent out as governor of the province with a confiderable military force. 

But the Americans received with indignation, inftead of fubmiflion, the bill 
that had been framed for their coercion ; at Bofton they refolved to difcontinue 
the ufe of all goods imported from the Eaft -Indies and Great Britain, until their 
grievances fhould be fully redreffed ; and they ftrongly recommended every 
poflible encouragement to be given to the manufa£tures of their own country - 
The other provinces of the continent, whofe jealoufy of the fuperior trade of 
Bofton, it was fuppofed, would have allured them to a concurrence in meafures 



calculated for its depreffion, difplayed a fimilar fpirit of refiftance : A general 
alarm was fpread from one end of North America to the other ; meetings were 

held in every town; and thefe numerous aflemblies all agreed in expreffing their 
dread, that their grants and charters, with all their rights and civil immunities, 
might be cxtinguifhed by the breath of parliament. Even Salem, the town to 

which the government and trade of Bofton was to have been transferred, difdained 
to profit by the fpoils of her oppreffed brethren, and joined in the general re- 
probation of the injuftice of Great-Britain. 

The new judges who had been appointed by the mother-country were every 
where rendered incapable of proceeding in their office ; upon opening the courts 
the juries throughout the province refufed to be fworn, and rejected any other 
^ftablifhment than what had been warranted by the ancient laws and ufages of their 
country j an end was put to all forms of law and government, and the province 
*>f Malfachuletts Bay was relinquifhed to the fame independent anarchy as had 
exifted in the earlieft ages. At length the twelve ..colonies that ftretch from Nova- 
Scotia to Georgia, and are diftinguifhed by the names of NewJiampfhire, 
Maffachufetts Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Providence, Conne&icut, New-York, New- 
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Jerfey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, and South- Carolina, 

animated by one fpirit, nominated deputies to reprefent them in a general congrefs/ 
This was held at Philadelphia, the capital of Pennfylvania ; and their firft refo- 
lution was an approbation of the condutt of Maflachufetts-Bay, and a deter- 
mination that if force fhould be employed to carry the a£ts againfl: that province 
into execution, all America fhould join in the defence of it. They unanimoufly 
concurred in difcouraging all goods imported from Great-Britain, and they 
ftrongly exhorted the inhabitants to countenance their own manufactures : to 
this was fubjoined an energetic addrefs to the French inhabitants of Canada, in- 
viting them to join the ftandard of freedom, and to render complete the con- 
federacy of the continent of North America. 

While the difcontents of the colonies of Great-Britain aflumed the form of 
ferious refiftance, the emprefs of Ruflia was employed in terminating a long and 
fuccefsful war which fhe had maintained againfl: the Ottoman Porte- The 
haughty fpirits of the Moflems had been broken by repeated defeats ; their camp 
prefented a difgufting fcene of mingled terror and mutiny ; and the Divan at 
length condefcended to fubfcribe a treaty which exalted the glory of one empire as* 

much as it debafed the other. The independency of the Crimea was eftabltfhed ; 
the diftri&s of Kilburn, Kerche, and Jenickala, with the extenfive country be- 
tween the Bog and the Dniper, were ceded to Ruflia ; and a free navigation was 
granted to the Rufiians in all the Turkifh feas, in which was included the pafiage 
of the Dardanelles, with all the privileges and immunities which had been allowed 
to the moft favoured nations. With equal fuccefs Catharine at the fame time 
extinguiflied a rebellion: which had been excited in the ancient kingdoms of Cafan. 

and Aftracan •> the impoftor, who had affumed the name and title of Peter the 
Third, was taken, and fuffered the juft punifhment of his prefumption ; a few; 
examples in the places moft remarkable for their difafte&ion were neceflarily made: 
but the clemency of the emprefs foon after extended a general pardon to the ob- 

fcure and mifguided multitude. 

The death of pope Ganganelli, who had filled the apoftolical chair with pru- 
dence and moderation, was an event generally regretted by the countries which- 
yet acknowledged the dominion of the holy fee. His pontificate had. been ren- 
dered memorable by the abolition of the fociety of jefus and. a vague and idle 
rumour pervaded Europe, that he had fallen a facrifice to the effe&s of poifon, 
and to the refent men t of that order. The falfehood of this charge was proved by^ 
the united teftimony of the different minifters of the houfe of Bourbon : thefe* 
were prefent at the opening of the body ; and the phyficians and furgeons who 
aflifted at the operation, pronounced his deceafe to be the confequence of & 
gradual and natural decay. Though the authority of the fucceffors of St. Peter 
hath long been difregarded by the enlightened ages of Europe, yet the vacant 
dignity was warmly contefted : and it was not till the enfuing year that the votes^ 
of the conclave fixed the tiara on the head of John Angelo Brafchi, a native of 

Ravenna in the Romagna, and who aflumed the name of Pius the Sixth. 
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A. D. 1775.3 Though Lewis could not behold without fecret fatisfa&ion the: 

difturbarices in America, which menaced the grandeur of Great-Britain, yet the - 
tranquillity and happinefs of his own kingdom were far from being eftablifhed ; 
the wounds which had been inflicted by the fupine profufion of the late monarch,, 
jftill required time to heal ; and the elevation of monfieur Turgot to the chief 
dire&ion of the finances, afforded no fmall {hare of difcontent to the powerful',, 
body of the farmers-general. That minifter, endued with integrity and ability, . 
had delivered the commerce of grain from many injudicious reftri&ions, both^ 
with regard to the internal traffic and to foreign exportation ; but the fcarcity of, 
corn happened to coincide with the moment of his regulations, and thofe effe&s*. 
which arofe from dearth, were afcribed to the innovations he had fuggefted. His* 
fecret enemies induftrioufly circulated rumours, that the public diftrefs was the- 
confequence of certain political combinations ; and the people, whofe real mifery 
was augmented by an idea of the incapacity and injuflice of their rulers, tumultu- 
oufly alfembled in large and formidable bodies. They infulted the magiftrates, 
plundered the houfes, and in the commiffion of thefe outrages not only deftroyedi 
vaft quantities of corn and flour, which might have alleviated their wants, but 

mcreafed' the general diftrefs by deterring the proprietors of provifions from! 
bringing them to market. A diftemper which had extended its fatal ravages : 
amongft the cattle through the heart of the kingdom, added to the public gloom,, 
and at Dijon, the Capital of Burgundy, the infurre&ion of the. populace was * 
attended with the moft fatal confequences. The unhappy people, Simulated by. 
want, and inflamed to madnefs, had pillaged the houfe. of the intendant, who - 
with difficulty efcaped from their fury. To check their progrefs, it was neceflary: 
to fummons to the fupport of government a body of regular troops : yet the-: 
hungry infurgents for fome time maintained their ground againft the disciplined 
valour of their adverfaries ; and it was not till nespr five hundred of thefe mifer— 
able wretches had fallen, that they relinquifhed the inefte&ual conflict. 

The capital itfelf was not exempt from fimilar diftrefs and diforders ; and Lewis,, 
after having in. vain endeavoured to footh the turbulent mifery. of. the people by 
the mil deft remonftranc.es, now prepared to reprefs their outrages by the moft'. 
decifive meafures. He ordered the parliament of Paris to attend him at Verfailles 
and after reprefenting. to them the immediate exigency which compelled him tq* 
deviate from the ufual courfe of juftice, he exprefsly forbade them from making 
any reprefentations on the fteps that he was determined to purfue : . that auguft body 
feemed indeed fenfible of the neceffity of adopting fome quick and vigorous fyftem,. , 
and filently acquiefced under the mandate of- their fovereign. . 

The king having thus fortified the royal . authority by the filent approbation of 
his parliament,, commiflioned the Marechauffee, a military body dependant on the. 
police, to difperfe the feditious multitude, and to execute fummary juftice on the 
moft guilty. At the fame time a pardon was held out to thofe who fliould retire ■ 

home, and /make reftitution for the conrthey had taken away. The good effects . 

of thefe regulations were foon.difcerniblej, numbers endeavoured to efface theirs 
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mifcondud by reimburfing the perfons whom they h°d plundered ; a few atoned 

for their crimes under the hands of the executioner ; and a plentiful harveft, which 
enfued, banilhed the diftrefs of the people, and confirmed the tranquillity of 
France. 

To divert the minds of his fubjetts from the late' gloomy fcenes of mifery, the 
king refolVed to celebrate his coronation with royal magnificence at Rheims. The 
liberality of the clergy opportunely fupplied a gift of twenty millions of livres ; and 
the ancient dignities of the kingdom were revived on this occafion. The count de 
Proven9e reprefented the duke of Burgundy the count d'Artois; the duke of 
Normandy; the duke of Orleans, the duke of Aquitainthe duke of Chartres, the 
-count of Thouloufe the prince of Conde, the count of Flanders, and the duke of 
Bourbon, the count of Champagne. 

The marriage of the princefs Clotilda, filler to the king of France, to the prince 

• of Piedmont, eldeft fon of the king of Sardinia, was an event but little interefting 

in modern politics. The courts of Paris and Turin had long been joined in the 
clofeft conne&ion ; and the futility of thefe alliances, unlefs the mutual advantage 
of both parties cemented their fubfequent union, had been too often experienced 
to occafion any alarm to the other powers of Europe. 

< The humanity of Lewis was confpicuoufly difplayed in an edift which he caufed 
to be regiftered in parliament, and which in future fentenced the defer ters from 
his army to work as Haves on the public roads, inftead of punifhing them as 
formerly with death ; and with equal attention to the general welfare of his 

fubje&s, he feized the moment of peace to reduce part of his numerous forces, 
and to fulfil thofe promifes of oeconomy which on his acceflion he had given to 
his people. The death of the marefchal de Muy, who filled the poll of iecretary 
at war, was fucceeded by the appointment of the count de St. Germain to the 
vacant department : that nobleman, during the la(l war, had enjoyed a high 
command in Germany ; and the prince and his fubje&s were alike imprefled with 
the mod favourable opinion of his genius and application. 
* While one royal branch of the houfe of Bourbon thus emerged from the clouds 
that had obfcured its glory, the other frittmore eminently difplayed the weaknefs 
of its government, and the deficiency of its judgment. Charles the Third, king 
of Spain, was roufed from his peaceful flumber by the hoftile infults of a barbarian, 
who ruled over part of Africa, and who ftiied bimfelf emperor of Morocco. This 
Moorifh prince, without any pretence of injury, in a letter to the king of Spain, 
declared himfelf enjoined by the laws of the Alcoran to expel the ChrifHans from 
the forts they held on the African coaft ; at the fame time that he profefled his 
wifh in every other refpeft to maintain the peace that he fubfcribed to with the 

court of Madrid, and to prefertfe inviolate the commercial intercourfe of the two 
nations. ■ • 

This fingular manifefto of Mahomed Ben Abdalla was anfwered by the court of 

Madrid by a declaration of war ; but before Spain could tranfport her forces to 
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this diftant fcene of conteft, the Moorifh prince, with a numerous and ill* 

difciplined army, had -laid fiegeto Melilla, in the kingdom of Fez, on the fhores 
of the Mediterranean, and oppofite to Almeria in Spain. Though that fortrefs 

was in every refpeft but badly provided, yet the conftancy and conduft of the gover- 
nor repelled the defultory attacks of the affailants j and the emperor, after having 
continued the blockade for fome months, retired from the inaufpicious walls, # * 

If Spain had been tardy in affording fuccour to her diftrefled fubje&s in Africa* 
her preparations to avenge the infuk were proportioned to the length of time tha c 
had been employed in making them. Twenty-fix thoufand of the beft troops of 
that kingdom, fupplied with every engine for offenfive or defenfive war, were 
embarked onfour hundred tranfports. Thefe were efcorted by feven fhips of feventy- 
four guns, eight of forty, and thirty-two frigates. This formidable armament^ 
which threatened to overwhelm all Africa, after a tedious voyage, caft anchor in 
the bay of Algiers i and the count O'Reilly, to whom the command of the land- 
forces was entrufted, determined immediately to commence hi operations. 

While the fhips diverted the attention of enemy by a feigned attack on the town 
of Algiers, four thoufand of the Spanifh infantry were fuccefsfully landed ; but 
thefe, inftead of obeying the commands of their general, and patiently awaiting 
the junftion of their companions, rufhed to the encounter with the Moors, and 
were received with a degree of firmnefs that was little expe&ed. The confequence 
of this :prefumption was what might have been eafily forefeen ; as faft as frefli 
•troops were landed, they haftened to the fuppott of their friends already engaged 5 
rand the advantages of (kill and difcipline were renounced, in a combat which was 
>only diftinguifhed by defparate courage and blind fury. For thirteen hours the 
fenfe of national honour, fupported the Spaniards againft the torrent of their 
enemies; at length, after the lofs of near four thoufand. of their beft troops, they 
were obliged to retire under the fhelter of the cannon of their fhips : notwith- 
standing the fatigues they had undergone in the courfe of the day, it was deemed 
prudent to avail themfelves of the night for a fpeedy embarkation ; and an arma- 
ment that was confidered fo fuperior to the obje& of its ^deftination as to awaken 
the jealoufy of the European powers, returned to Spain, baffled and defeated by 
naked and undifciplihed barbarians. 

Whatever concern Lewis might feel for the difgrace of the kindred throne of 
Spain, was amply compenfated by the difficulties in which he obferved the ancient 
and uniform rival of France rapidly involving herfelf. The language of refiftance 
adopted by America had not fhaken the resolution of the minifters of Great- 
Britain, and the eyes of Europe were impatiently turned on 'the approaching 
conteft. The inhabitants of Rhode-Ifland were no fooner informed of the pro- 
hibition to export military, ft ores from Great-Britain, than they feized -on the 
ordnance belonging to the crown in that diftrift, and openly avowed their intention, 
in this aft of violence, was to defend themfelves againft any power that fhould 

prefume to.moleft them. Their. example was followed by the people of New* 
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Hampfhire, who farprized a final! fort, called William and Mary, and fupplied 

themfelves with a quantity of ammunition. 

General Gage did not behold with indifference thefe afts of outrage ; and' on 
information that fome brafs catinon were depofited in the town of Salem, he 
detached a body of troops, commanded by a field-officer, to feize them j but the 
cannon had already been removed : a fubfequent detachment of nine hundred 
men, for a like purpofe, was dire&ed to penetrate to Lexington ; the march of 
thefe was interrupted by the provincials, who had taken the alarm, and began to 
affemble. They were difperfed by fome fliots fired by the regulars, and a few of 
the Americans were wounded and killed*- The inhabitants of the adjacent 
country were in a moment fummoned to the fupport of their friends > theiar 
numbers increafing rapidly prcffed upon the Britifh troops, who effe&ed their 
retreat with confiderable lofs and difficulty ; it is probable indeed the whole 
detachment muft have been cut off, had not the prudence of general Gage,, 
apprehenfive of the event, dire&ed a more confiderable body to haften to their 
relief- Strengthened by this reinforcement, they continued their retreat in better- 
order, but harraffed by a variety of defultory attacks, and with fome additional 
lofs, reached Bbftom 

The attempt on Lexington excited the indignation of the whole province ; the 
people immediately flew to arms, and Bofton was inverted by twenty thoufand. 
men, under the command of colonel Putnam, an officer who- had acquired expe- 
rience and reputation in the two laft wars. But general Gage in the interval had 
been joined by the generals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, with a confiderable 
body of troops from England ; and it was determined to drive the Americans from 
fome works which they had ere&ed on Bunker VHill, an height that commanded 
the town of Bofton. This fervice was committed to the generals Howe and 
Clinton, at the head of two thoufand feleft foldiers ; they were received with 
firmnefs that might have ftaggered veteran troops- ; and it was not until they 
had half their number killed and wounded, that their perfevering valour triumphed 

over the obftinacy of their enemies, and drove the Americans from their entrench- 
ments. 

The general Congrefs at Philadelphia had not in the meantime been idle ; the 
province of Georgia had acceded to the confederacy ; and the different ftates now 
affumed the appellation of The Thirteen United Colonies. Mr. Wafliington, a 
gentleman of fortune in Virginia,, and who had fought at the head of feveral 
provincial bodies during the laft war, was nominated commander in chief of all 
' the American forces ; the Congrefs alfo fixed the pay both of officers and foldiers*, 
the latter of which were provided for with the utmoft liberality.. 

But an expedition which was planned by the Americans againft Quebec, the 
capital of Canada, was not attended with that fuccefs which the authors of it 

fondly expetted : They had furprized and fwept before them all the important 

. fortreffes that commanded the entrance* into that province \ but in an attempt by 
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-a coup-de-main to poffefs themfelves of the town, they were repulfed with cruel 

daughter. General Montgomery, who commanded the affailantSj an- officer of 
a refpe&able Irifli family who had been trained to arms in the Britiffi fervice, fell 

on this occafion, lamented not lefs for his military Ikill and valour than for the 

more rare domeftic virtues ; colonel Arnold, the fecond in command, was feverely 

wounded ; and the befiegers, after this check, retired to an awful diftance, and 

were content to change the fiege into a blockade. 

While Lewis anxioufly dire&ed his attention towards America, and watched 
the gradual progrefs of hoftility, he was not indifferent to the internal regulation 
of his own country. The count de St. Germain juftified the opinion, that had 
been formed of his courage and abilities ; and intent only on- the advantage of 
the ftate, ventured on a reform which menaced him with the refentment of the 
moft noble families of France. 

The moufquetaires, a corps inftituted for the prote&ion of the royal perfon, 
were coriipofed of young men of the moft illuftrious extraction j and though 
fuch a guard muft have been highly flattering to the dignity of the fovereign, yet 
the expence attending it was feverely felt, and frequently regretted. The fup- 
preflion of it had been repeatedly agitated; but no minifter had. yet been found 
Sufficiently hardy to encounter the odium with which it was likely to be attended. 
'This inftance of political fortitude was referved for the count de St. Germain ; he 
enforced to Lewis the confiderable favings that might be applied from the reduction 
•of a corps, the offspring of pageantry, to the effe&ive marching battalions ; an 
editt was accordingly publifhed for the fuppreflion of the moufquetaires ; and thofe 

brave men, whofe courage had always been celebrated, received the news of their 
difmiffibn with marks' of the deepeft defpair. Attached to each other by fimilarity 
of habits, and cemented in friendfhip by common dangers and fervice, they 
regarded the decree that feparated them with equal grief, as if had fentenced their 
'immediate execution. Monfieur de la Chaife, a veteran officer of approved refo- 

lution, and one of their commanders, fainted away on receiving the fatal mandate; 
and all the reft vented their forrow in the loudeft and moft poignant exclamations; 
but the king and his minifter were inexorable ; and the capital was not forry to be 
delivered from a corps, whofe impetuous and overbearing fpirit too frequently 
infulted the more humble clafs of citizens. * 

A, D. 1776.] The naval department was infpe&ed with equal diligence and 

care : When the adminiftration of the duke of Choifeul expired, and his coufin 

the duke of Praflin was difmiffed from fuperintending the marine, that nobleman 
declared, that he left fixty-four fliips of the line in the ports of France, befides 
thofe that were on the (locks ; this force "had not been fuffered to decline in the 
prefent reign, and the appointment of Monfieur de Sartine to the marine depart- 
ment did honour to the penetration of the fovereign. That minifter, fruitful in 

jrefources, and unwearied in his application, was inceffantly engaged in augment- 
ing the naval ftrength of his country j and the various preparations that filled tils 

£brts and docks, created no {mall uneafinefs to the court of London* 
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One appointment more was ftill neceflary to (lamp the royal mind free from 

prejudice and open to the imprefiion of merit. Monfieur Turgot, though poffeffed 
^of integrity and induftry had not been able to command the public confidence.; 
On his retreat, Monfieur Clugny, in rendant general of Bourdeaux, had been 
elevated to the vacant poll ; on his death, which happened fopn after, M. Tabo- 
reau des Reaux was appointed his fucceflbr ; and Lewis ibon after affociated 
with him, in the management . of the finances, Monfieur Necker, by birth a 
Swifs, and by religion a Proteftant. That gentleman, in the preceding reign; 
had been chofen to adjuft fome differences between the Eaft India Company and 
the crown ; and had difcharged his truft with fuch rare difcretion as to challenge 
the approbation of both parties. Poffeffed of diftinguiftied and acknowledged 
probity, his appointment would have excited no furprife, had it not been contrary 
to the conftant policy of France, which had carefully excluded the aliens of 
her country and faith from the controul of her revenue. It now flood forward 
as a new inftance of enlargement of mind and liberality of fentiment ; and will 
to pofterity mark the prominent features of the reign of Lewis the Sixteenth. 

With equal zeal to extend the dominion of fcience, Lewis fitted out feveral 
Veflels on aftrnnomical difcoveries. The .Chevalier de Borda was inftrufted to 
afcertain the exact pofition of the Canary Iflands and Cape de Verds ; and the 
different degrees of the coaft of Africa from Cape Spartei to the ifland of Goree: 
the Chevalier Grenier, who had traverfed the Indian feas to improve the charts 
and corred the errors which had mifled former navigators, was liberally reward- 
aed by a monarch who afpired to immortalize the sera of his power by expeditions 

beneficial to mankind. 

But as often as the eyes of Lewis were recalled, fo often did they return with 
increafe of anxiety to the continent of North- America, The conteft between 
Great-Britain and her colonies became each hour more important, and the hu- 
manity and intereft of European powers were deeply concerned in the event* 
General Gage, as commander in chief, had been fuperceded by general Howe; 
and that officer, preffed and clofeiy blockaded by the fuperior numbers of the 

•Americans, determined to quit the narrow limits of the town of Bofton and to 
retire to Halifax, until he ftiould be joined by the fuccours that he expedted from 
England. Though he was permitted to embark his troops without moleftation* 
yet the acquifition of Bofton reflected nofmall luftre on the arms of the Ameri- 
cans* Throughout the different provinces, the governors nominated by the king 
of England, had been almoft univerfally expelled by the rifing indignation of 
the inhabitants,; each day feemed to eftablifh more firmly the jurifdi&ion ot the 
ftates.j their privateers overfpread the feas, and captured the rich merchant 
veffels.of the Englifh; and Lewis, while he.profeffed to the court of London, a 
ftri& neutrality, afforded to. the veffels of America a fecure refuge in his harbours, 

where they bartered their fpoils for arms and . ammunition fo neceflary. for thfc 
fupport of their caufe. 
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But Great-Britain, however aftonifhed by the unexpe&ed refinance of her 

colonies,' determined not to refign fo rich a fdvereignty without a ftruggle; a force 
was prepared whjchit was thought mirft look ,theiminto fuhnufliqn, .large bodies' 
of German troops were hired from the princes of ftefTe C.affej and Brunfwick, 
fovereigns who fupply the fplendour of their courts by the blood of their fubje&s. 1 
Thefe .were ftrengthened by confiderablc detachments from the electorate of 
Hanover, and by a number of Britifh regiments, and when added to the troops 
that had been embarkqd from Bofton, the whole army under general Howe could 
not be eftimated at lefs than thirty thoufand men. 

Previous to the arrival of thefe reinforcements, general Hoyre had directed -hi* 
courfe from the fterile coaft of Halifax, and landed his troops on Staien-Ifland, 
in the vicinity of New- York. He was there fucceflively joined by his .brother lord 
Howe, and the armament from Great-Britain. All overtures of accommodation 
were fruitlefs ; the thirteen colonies of America had already declared themfelves 
free and independent dates, and abjured all allegiance to the Britifh crown ; 
and the fword alone could terminate the difpute. 

The poflfeffion of New- York would enable Great-Britain, by its centrical pofi- 
tion, either to carry on the war in Connecticut on thfe eaftern fide; or, on the 
weftern quarter, to penetrate through New- Jerfey to Pennfylvania. To reduce 
that province was therefore the grand obje&of general Howe, and the operations 4 
that he 'immediately commenced were attended with the mod brilliant fuccefs. 
Though general Wafliington with a numerous army occupied both Long-Ifland 
and New- York, yet his foldiers were raw and undifciplined ; their officers were 
ignorant of the art of war, and only inflamed with an enthufiaftic love of freedom ; 
and they were aftoniflied and confounded by the rapid evolutions and fuperior 
Ml of their adverfaries. The Britifh forces had firft landed on Long-Ifland, 
from which the Americans were chafed with the lofs of above four thoufand of 
their bell troops ; thence, the victorious army, flufhed with fuccefs, patted over 
to New York ; while general Wafhington, convinced by fatal experience of the 
inferiority of his foldiers, determined to avoid in future any decifive action, and 
to protract the war amidft the woods and wilds with which the countr / abounds.* 
In pursuance qf this plan he abandoned New- York without a blow,; retired to the 
higher grounds, and with no fmall degree of dexterity conftantly eluded the 
purfuit of the vi&or while general Howe, after haraffing his troops in fruit- 
lefs attempts to overtake him, returned to; reduce the fortreffes in the neighbour- 
hood of New-York, and extended his ports farjnto the Jerfeys. 

The diftrefs of Quebec had not efcaped the vigilance of Great-Britain, and an 
important reinforcement was deftined to its relief: but before this could arrive^ 
-gQiyersti Carleton, who, as gpvernor of .Canada, commanded in that town; 
tftrgngthened by the marines, and a detachment from fome ftiips of war that had 
Entered th^ own deliverance. The fmall band of 

.5 
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Americans, diftieartened by their former repulfe, and weakened- by difeafe, was 

eafily broken ; they retired in diforder, and the forces of the king of England in 
Canada, fwelled by the arrival of the expe&ed regiments to thirteen thoufand 
men, purfued with vigour the fugitives, and expelled them from that important- 
province. t 

Hitherto the United States of America had fullered a feries of heavy and unex- 
pected defeats. One inflance of fuccefs alone gleamed through the clouds which- 
obfcured their dawning glory. An attempt had been made on Charlefton, the 
capital of South-Carolina,, by commodore Sir Peter Parker and general Clinton^ 
previous to their joining lord and general Howe. But the fort which commanded, 
the paflage.to Charlefton, was gallantly defended by. colonel Moultrie, an. 
American officer;, and general Lee, with a couiiderable body of forces, preferved' 
his communication with the fortrefs, and could at difcretion augment the garrifon.. 
After a fevere and furious cannonade for feveral hours, the Bntifh commodore- 
withdrew his fliattered veffels from the a&ion, and relinquished the hopelef$> 
enterprife.. 

But in the neighbourhood of New- York, the advantages of general Howe had 
been rapid and uninterrupted ; Fort Wafhington was taken by aflault ; the garrifo i 
of three thoufand men were made prifoners ; Sir Peter Parker and general Clinton 
reduced Rhode -Bland ; and lord Cornwaljis, with a feparate detatchment, pene- 
trated through the Jerfeys, appeared on the banks of the Delaware^ and threatened', 
the fafety of Philadelphia, the feat of the Congrels. 

The lofs. which the Americans had fuftained by the fword, by captivity, and by. 
defertion, though fevere and.difcouraging, equalled not the embarraflments that 
arofe from the temporary engagements which their foldiers had entered into : thefe- 
were moftly enlifted for a year only and unaccuftomed to reltraint, at the- 
expiration of that term, they panted -to return to their families, and few were 
prevailed upon, to continue in the fervice. Yet amidft thefe various difficulties, 
the mind of general Wafhington was a ftranger to defpondency ; he continued to> 
obferve with a vigilant eye the motions of his enemies : their ports, in the moment 
of triumph and fecurity, had been extended to the Delaware ; and the American 
commander fuddenly aifembling a fmall but feleft body of men, filently inarched 
to attack colonel Rail, a Heffian officer,, who with fifteen hundred Heflians occupied 
Trenton, on the banks of that river. . The enterprise was attended .with the moft 
brilliant fuccefs ; colonel Rail with a few of his foldiers were killed, and near a 
thoufand were made prifoners : the Britifh general, taught caution by this chaftife- 

ment, contra&ed his ports ; and Philadelphia was for the prefent delivered from a: 
dangerous and hoftile neighbour. 

A* D. 1777.I The exultation of France had been openly and conftantly pro- 
portioned to the fuccefs of the Americans j the princes- of the blood and the chief 
nobility were eager to embark in the fupport of freedom ; and the prudence of the- 

king and his moft confidential minifters^ alone reft rained their ardour. The fatal- 
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events of the laft war were ftill impreffed on the mind of Lewis ; and he could 
not readily confent to expofe his infant marine in a conteft with a people whotiad 
fo frequently afferted the dominion of the feas, and fo lately broken the united 

ftrength of the houfe of Bourbon. Yet he was fenfible that the opportunity of 
humbling thefe haughty iflanders fliould not be entirely negletted, and that ibme 
advantages fhould be taken of the prefent commotions in America. Two agents 
from the United States, Silas Deane and cloftor Benjamin Franklin, had fuccef- 
fively arrived at Paris ; and though all audience was denied them in a public* 
capacity, ftill they were privately encouraged to hope that France only waited 
the proper opportunity to vindicate in arms the freedom and independence- 
of America. In the mean time the military preparations of that kingdom were 
diligently continued ; the American cruifers were hofpitably received into her* 
ports ; artillery and all kinds of warlike {lores were freely fold or liberally granted 
to the diflrefs of the colonics ; French officers and engineers, with the connivance 
of government, entered into their fervice ; and the marquis de la Fayette, a young 
nobleman of affluent fortune, and nearly allied to the illuftrious houfe of Noailies,. 
under pretence of vifiting fome relations in Italy,, hired a frigate ; and impatient* 
to join the ftandard of Liberty," fleered towards America: he was received with 
open arms by the United States, and foon after promoted to a principal command; . 

At this critical juncture, the death of Jofeph the Firft, king of Portugal, was. 
not a matter of indifference to the houfe of Bourbon.. Attached by gratitude and: 
long and intimate connections to the Englifh,. he had a fhort time previous to hi&> 
deceafe entered into a difpute with the court of Madrid refpe&ing the limits of 
their different fettlements in South-America. The influence of the king of France 
had prevented the defultory hoftilities that v/ere commenced in that quarter of the 
globe from communicating to Europe 5 yet every appearance proclaimed a dif- 
pofition jealous and inimical ; and it is probable that the opportune death of the 
king, only, deterred- Portugal from engaging in an open war with Spain- His 
eldeft daughter,, the princefs of Brazil, fucceeded to the vacant throne : in com- 
pliance with the cuftom of the court of Lifoon, fhe had already received in mar- 
riage the hand of her own uncle, the brother of her father : and her fon, the 
prince of Beira, the prefumptive heir of the crown, had united himfelf to the 
younger filler of his mother. The new fovereign immediately applied herfelf to 
terminate the differences which had originated in the former reign ; a perfedl good: 
underftanding was foon eftablifhed between the two courts j the ifland of St. 
Catherines, on the coafl of Brazil, which had already been reduced by Spain*, 
was inftantly reftored j the limits of the fettlements in South- America were 
amicably afcertained ; and the molt explicit treaty of peace, union, and friendfhijv 
was finally ratified between the two crowns; nor could France be totally uncon-* 

cerned in a negociation which thus converted the ancient foe to the firm ally of: 
the houfe of Bourbon* 

* ■ 
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Thevifitof the emperor of Germany to the court of Paris was another occur- 
rence that excited the attention of Europe. Averfe to pomp he chofe to travel 
under the humble title of count Falkenftein ; he was received by Lewis with that 
fefpeft which was due to the imperial dignity, and the regard that he was 
impatient to teftify to the brother of his royal confort. During fix weeks that 
the emperor remained at Paris, his hours were inceflantly devoted to the examin- 
ation of the various eftablifhments of that capital, and jn viewing the manufac- 
tures; with the fame fpirit of enquiry , he made a tour through the different pro- 
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advantageous to his own dominions. 

His example was in fome meafure imitated bv the brothers of 



be 



diftrids 



their liberality and amiable manners commanded, in their progrefs, the efteem 

every where received with unbounded accla* 



ranks 



inations; and the French, taught to be enthufiaftic admirers of their king en 
deavoured to difplay their loyalty by the marks of regard which they paid to 
thefe princes of the blood. 

Some changes were about this time introduced into the different departments 
of ftate ; the conduft of Monfieur Necker in the finances had been attended with 
turiverfal approbation ; Monfieur Taboureau des Reaux, his colleague, had re- 
figned his fituation, but ftill retained the dignity of counfeilor of ftate. To 



Monfieur 



affociate 



fubmitted to him the entire management of the funds and revenue of France 



fpirit ed 




Mofq 



already been remarked. Whether 



minifter had dreaded, and the refentment of the noble families Oi France had 

oppreffed the fecretary of war 3 or that ftatefman was found, as has been hinted, 
too intractable in the cabinet, and too partial to .his own fy ft em, has never yet 

tranfpired ; his official ftation for fome time, however, had been extremely un- 



prev 



en 



who had already filled .an inferior fituation in that department, was now appointed 
fecretary at war. 

. Lewis was not ;lefs attentive to his negociations with foreign courts, than he 
was defirous of providing the ftate with able and induftrious minifters. He con- 
cluded anew treaty of alliance with Switzerland; vigilantly obferved the motions 
of .the different princes of X^errnapy on the death of rthe.elc&or.of 'Bavarian and 
when clofely s queftioned by the EugliOi ambaffador, lard Stormont, refpeSt- 
ing the various warlike preparations which were diligently continued through the 



kingd 

jleets . 



were covered with Englifh 
armies were fent to the New Worl# 
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as had never before appeared there,, it became; prudent fof him alfo to arm for 

the fecurity of the colonies, and the protection of the commerce, of France. 



Britain, and 



gnorant at the fame thnfey that the renionftrances of Great- 
ortunities of the agents: of the United' States, would foon 
compel him, to adopt fome decifive line of condu&. Though general Howe, 
•after the defeat of - colonel Rail, had continued in force at New- York, yet he had 
abandoned' his former defign of penetrating through- the Jerfeys to Philadelphia. 
With the return of fpring he determined to proceed againft that city by fea^and 
avail himfelf of the fuperiority of his naval force. He embarked eighteen thou- 
fand men ;- and after a* tedious voyage entered Chefapeak-Bay ; failed up the 
river Elk, as far as it was capable of admitting his tranfports-; and* landed his 
troops in the highefl: health and: condition. 

General Wafhington had not been deceived by the preparatory movements of 
his military rival, but had early penetrated into his defigns, and with an army of 
fifteen thoufand men, had marched to the defence of Philadelphia, and advanced 
to Brandy wine- Creek, which, crofting the country at fome diftance from that city,, 
falls into the Delaware. As the Britifti army moved forwards from the head of 
the Elk, a variety of Ikirmiihes took place ; and on general Howe palling the 
Brandywine* the American commander relinquHhed his ufual caution, and hazard- 
ed a more decifive a&lon. On this occafion, the marquis de 4a Fayette charged 
among the foremoft ; and, though wounded, continued to animate the corps that 
he commanded by his example: but the Americans were at length compelled to 
yield to the fuperior {kill and difcipline of their enemies ; night faved. their 
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next day his march to Philadelphia. 



Waftiing 



Towards 



advanced ; and the Americans 



abandon without 



feat of Congrefs. It was * immediately occupied by the Englifli ; but the major 

part of their army was quartered: at German town, aconfiderable village, about 
feven miles diflant from Philadelphia. The: Cbngrels, on quitting Philadelphia, 
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party, and now meditated the furprife of the royal army in its camp at German- 
town. 

This enterprife, though planned and executed with a degree of ability and 
vigour that reflected honour on the character of the general, was yet unfuccefsfuL 
The Americans indeed penetrated into the middle of Germantown ; but by that 
time the main body of the Englifh army had taken the alarm, and the raw troops 
of the States were obliged to give way before the veteran valour of their enemies. 
The inclemency of the feafon foon after fufpended their mutual animofity j the 
Britifh forces were quartered in Philadelphia, and the villages adjacent:, and 
general Washington with the army of the States, occupied a ftrong camp on the 
banks of the Schuylkill, about fixteen miles from that city. 

If in the fouth of America the events of the campaign furniflied matter of 
triumph to Great-Britain, the United States received ample compenfation by an. 
an advantage on the nothern fide, as decifive as it was unexpected.. After the 
expulfion of the Americans from Canada^ the minifters of England were deter- 
mined to purfue their advantages in that quarter; an army of near eight thoufand 
men was diligently colle&ed, and entrufted to general Burgoyne, an officer who 

had acquired Tome reputation in the laic war in Portugal : The chief objeft of his- 
deftination was ta penetrate from Canada through Albany, to New- York : and 
fcattering terror as he pad, at length to effect a jun&ion with general Howe, 
His fuccefs at fir ft was rapid and uninterrupted : ; the Americans, iereed with panic 
abandoned Ticonderoga, a ftrong fort between Lake- George and Lake- Cham- 
plain, and retired precipitately towards Fort-Edward, upon the Hudfon river. 

Towards the banks of that river the Britifli army alfo directed its march; but 
whether the general himfelf was too dilatory in his motions, or the roads oppofed 
infuperable obftacles to troops incumbered with heavy baggage and a vaft train 
of artillery, certain it is that their progrefs was flow and laborious j and the in- 
terval was affiduoufly employed by the United States in reftoring the courage of 
their adherents, and fummoning their fcattered forces to their defence. General 
Arnold, who had diftinguifhed himfelf in the attack of Quebec, advanced from 
Connecticut with a confiderable corps, and feveral pieces of cannon j and general 
Gates, who had been trained to arms in the Britilh fervice, but who had joined 
the ftandard of the Americans, foon colle&ed a formidable army,, to the command 
of which he was nominated by the Congrefs. 

General Burgoyne had no fooner prepared to pafs Hudfon*s River, than he was 
fatally convinced of the number and ftrength of his adverfaries. A detachment 
of near nine hundred ipen, which had marched into the country to procure a 
Supply of cattle, wasalmoft totally cut off; and a fecond, that had been direfted 
to fupport them, effected their retreat with confiderable lofs. Yet thefe inaufpi- 
eious events did , not deter that commander from paffing the North-River - neas? 
Saratoga ; and probably the ftri& tenor of his orders allowed him not to decline 

a xneafure pregnant with every fpeciss of calamity; The Americans* under 



K 



/ 



m7 ^ LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH! 473 

general Gates, were encamped at a fmall diftance, at a place called Still- Water 

and no fooner did they perceive the approach of the Britifh forces, than they 

quitted their lines and preffed forward to engage them ; the attion was long 
maintained with mutual rage and obftinacy ; at length the troops of the States- 
gave way ; but the darknefs of the night covered their retreat ; the victors ob- 
tained at an irreparable lofs only the empty honour? of the field ; while the van* 
quifhed, confiding in their numbers, prepared to renew the conflift. 
. In two fucceffive adlions the hoftile armies again encountred each other with; 
fimilar courage but with different fuccefs ; and the Britifh troops in their turn 
were broken and overwhelmed by the fuperior numbers of their enemies. Though . 
they recovered their camp, and ftill maintained fome appearance of refiftance, 
their fituation was defparate : Reduced to half their original number, worn out- 
with toil, and diftant from all hopes of fuccour, their general confented to open ?+ 
negociation ; and an army that had threatened to carry deftru&ion through the 
continent of America, was compelled to pile their arms before a general of tha. 
United States ; who, in the name of Congrefs, fubferibed a treaty by which the 
vanquifhed troops were to be tranfported to England on condition that they fhould: 
not ferve again in America during the courfe of the war- 

A. D. 1778.] The fuccefs of the Americans in the laft campaign was received' 1 
at Paris with unbounded exultation ; monfieur Sartine, who prefided over the 
• marine department, was impatient to meafure the naval ftrength of France with 
that of Great-Britain ; the queen, who had long Feconded the applications of the 
agents of the United States, now efpoufed their caufe with lefs referve and with 

encreafed ardour ; the phlegmatic temper and the pacific difpofition of Lewis were : 
overborne by the reiterated zeal, imperceptible but weighty, of the numerous body, 
of philofophers which pervaded every rank of life — by the fuggeftions of his 
minifters, and the influence of his royal confort ; and it was at length determined: 
-openly to acknowledge the independence of the United States of America. 

The fituation of Europe at this juncture was peculiarly favourable to the deter- 
mination of the king , of France, and the ambitious views of his council. Some- 
differences between the court of Peterfburg and the Ottoman Porte, refpe&ing; 
the Crimea, threatened a revival of thefe hoftilities which had been fo lately 
adjufted ; and had the emprefs of Ruflia been willing, muft have precluded her 
from affording any afEftance to the Englifh. - The flames of war had been rekindled . 
between the houfes of Auitria and Brandenburg; and the claims of the former to 
fome part of the fucceflipn of the ele&orate of Bavaria, had fummoned the rival 
monarchs to the field. Spain, by the family* compaft, was bound to accede to 

the defigns, and to ftrengthen the arms of France : Portugal, by her late treaty 
with Spain, had formed an intimate union with the houfe of Bourbon ; and if 
her weaknefs prevented her from joining the hoftile confederacy of that family* 

her neutrality was at leaft fecuredj while Holland purfuing thofe pacific maxims . 
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which the, policy of commerce di&ates, avoided every overture which appeared - 

likely to involve her in the war which now ext nded to the principal powers of 

Europe, and transferred to her peaceful ports all the advantages of trade and 
neutrality. 

• Such was the ftate of the mod confiderable European powers, whofe dangerous 
enmity might have controlled the defigns of the court of Versailles ; and Lewis, 
fatisfied that he had nothing to apprehend from their interference, now turned his 
whole attention to the approaching conteft with the ancient rival of his kingdom. 
For a confiderable time his internal regulations had proclaimed a degree of wifdom 
and liberality, rarely to be found in a crown that had been long chara&erifed by 
blind fuperftition and jealous, defpotifm. The tranfcendant genius of Turgot had 
for a fliort term prefided over the policy of France; but alrhough the combined 
refiftance of fuperftition and Gothic inftitutions was oppofed to the bold and com- 
prehenfive meafures of this philofopbical ftatefman. and prevailed fo far as to 
remove him from the helm which he had diredled with the moft beneficient effedts 
but without a fparkle of oftentation, the fpirit of the minifter triumphed after he 
had retired into private life,, and his plans which remained on record became the 
guides, as his friendfhips greatly influenced the meafures purfued by Lewis, in the 
internal concerns of his own and the future deftinies of other nations. The elevation 
of a Proteftant to the dire&ion of the finances, was one of the moft fignal effe&s 
•of this great change, a new fpirit feemed to breathe throughout the cabinet ; and 
a. royal ordinance was iflued> that fuppreffed feveral of thofe numerous holidays 
fo injurious to the induftry of the people and the refources of the ftate* 

The councils of Lewis had been long fufpended on the manner of procedure 

proper to be adopted with regard to America ; the conftant declarations of the 
Britifh miniftry appeared to be corroborated by the numbers of the colonifts which 
joined the royal army, and the vigorous cruehy of their enterprizes ; a much more 
numerous body was known to have adopted a paflive but fufpicious neutrality ; 

and the progreflivQ fteps by which the colonifts had arrived; from refiftance to 

pppreflion at a. complete declaration of national independence, accompanied in every 
ftage by the moft liberal and manly offers of accommodation from the Amercans* 
and the moft blind; and confident reje&ionof every meafure fhort of implicit fub- 
miffion, tended to enforce an opinion which appears not to have been confined to 
the;cabine.t of Verfailles,, that, the great .body of the Americans were not earneftly 
difpqied to an .irrevocable fcparafion. from Great- Britain. The quarrel became 
eyer;y day more.-ferious, and the private activity united wkh fagicity of the principal 
age.at.of; th; United States, removed evsjiy imprefliori which retarded the decifive 
ajidjefffi^tuaL meafures, of France* 

' ©o.£loi[.Benjatain Franklin; and: Silas Deane* who had hitherto afted as private 
$$mt$ f were now a^luiowledgedas . public ambailadors from, th^e United! States to the 
es»3StojF _y:erfaillesi;. and. ax treaty;, of amity. a(id commerce was figned between 
the two powers in the month of February. The principal articles of it, after 
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flipukting the mutual advantages of -trade and 'the liberty arid Sovereignty of the 
United States, formed a confederacy, againft ; Great Britain, or any other power 
that fhould prefume to interrupt their commercial intercourfe : they provided alfo 
againft either of the contra&ing powers, fhould war breakout between France and 
Great-Britain during the continuance of the prefent rupture between the United 
States and England, concluding any truce or peace without the formal conferit of 
the other firfl, obtained ; and they .finifhed with an invitation to any other powers 
that might have received injuries from England, to make a. common caufe with 

'them, and to accede to the,prefent alliance. 

The duke of Ndailles, ambaflador to the court of London, was in the month of 
March inftru&ed to acquaint the minifters of Great-Bri:ain, that- his foverign had 
formally acknowledged theMdependence of, and figned a treaty of commerce with 
the United States ti£, America ; at the fame time he declared, that the contra&ing 
parties had paid,great attention not to fti.pulate any exclufive advantages in favour 
of France ; and that the United States had referved the liberty of treating with 
every nation whatever on the fame footing of equality and reciprocity : but this 
ftipulaiion was affefted to be treated by the Englifh with contempt ; and the recall 
of lord Stormont their ambaffador ac Versailles, was the fignal for the commence- 
ment of hoftilities* 

'But Lewis had already prepared for this event ; and in the month of April the 
xbunt d'Eftaign, who, during the courfe of the laft war, had in the Eaft Indies 
maintained the glory of his country, failed from Toulon, with twelve (hips of the 
line, and four frigates. On board this fleet were embarked eight hundred felett 
foldiers ; and Silas Deane, who had been deputed by Congrefs to the court of 
Verfailles, and Conrad Alexander Gerard, fecretary to the council of ftate, and ■ 
appointed minifter plenipotentiary to the United States of America, accompanied 
the count on board the Languedoc- 

While this armament directed its courfe to the coaft of America, a more confi- 
derable fleet was afiembled at Breft, to vindicate the feas from the enterprifes of 

the EngliPn, who had intercepted the trade, and captured the JLicorne,- a frigate 
belonging to France. This fleet confided of thirty-two fliips of the line-; the com- 
mand was enrrufted to the count d'Qrvilliers ; the van was led by the count de 
Chafault, and the rear was animated by the prefence of the duke of Chartres; by 
the death of his father now duke of Orleans. Off Ufhant the count* d'Orvil- 
liers difcefned and engaged the Englilh fleet, equal . in force, and commanded by 
admiral Keppel. The event of the acliorf was indecifive ; the French on the 
approach of night, withdrew to their own coaits ; ,and the Englifh, loon after, 
retired within their harbours to refit. 

But though in this engagement France had acquired no advantage, and by firfl 
retreating feemed to yield the glory of the day to her rival ; yet it afforded no 
inconfi derable triumph to that nation, that (he had been able to face without lofs 

her powerful adverfary on an element that had fo frequently proved fatal to hen 
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In a letter written by his own hand, the king beftowed the moft liberal commen- 
dations on the count^d*Orvilliers s he condoled with the count de Chafault, who 
had been wounded in the a&ion; and added, that proper care fhould be taken of 
the widows of thofe who had fallen in fuppomng the honour of his flag. The 
fleet was once more refitted with all poffible expedition ; the duke of Chartres was 
raifed to the command which before had been occupied by the count de Chafault ; 
and count de Guichen fucceeded to the duke of Chartres; after a cruize uninter- 
rupted by the fight of an enemy, it re-entered the harbour of Breft. 

In the mean time the count. d'Eftaign purfued his courfe tt> America ; and" 
though his voyage was tedious, yet he arrived in the middle of July in fight of 
the Britifli fleet at Sandy-Hook. Since the laft campaign, the face of affairs in 
America had undergone a confiderable change; general Howe Had been recalled 
by the miniflers of Great-Britain, and the chief command devolved on general 
Clinton ; that officer had deemed it prudent to evacuate Philadelphia ; and 
general Walhington, during his retreat towards- New-York, had preffed clofe 
upon his tootiteps, and even engaged him with fome advantage ; but the per- 
fevering valour of the Britifli troops, and the difobedience of generall.ee, anoflicer 

of high rank in the fervice of the States, as it was alledged, fruflrated the hopes of 
Wafliington ; and general Clinton, after a long and toil fome march, reached Nave- 
fink, in the neighbourhood of Sandy-Hook j and by the fleet, ftill commanded by 
lord Howe, was conveyed to New-York,, 

Count d'Eftaign had reafon deeply to regret the unfavourable winds which had' 

prevented him from more fpeedily reaching the place of his deftination ; had he- 
arrived a few days fooner, it is more than probable he would have intercepted the 
Britifh tranfports on their paffage from the Delaware, efcorted only by two (hips of 
the line and fome frigates ; thefe muft have fallen an eafy prey to- his fuperior 
force. From the coaft of Virginia he now (leered his courfe to New- York, in 
expe&ationof overwhelming lord Howe in the unequal conteft ; but that admiral*, 
whofe fquadron was compofed of only fix fhips of fixty.four guns, three of fifty,: 
with fome frigates and floops, was already in pofleffion of the harbour that is 

formed by Sandy-Hook : and the French commander deemed k expedient not to< 
hazard his own large fhips in the paffage of the bar- 
He, therefore, immediately fteered towards Rhode-Ifland, theinvafion of which, 
he had planned in concert with the United States. While the French fleet occu- 
pied Newport harbour, and the feveral inlets tothatifland, general Sullivan, an 
American officer, landed on the North-point with a confiderable army : they had 
fcaree commenced their-jbiM operations before lord -Howe, reinforced by feveral: 

fhips from England, appeared in fight ; and count d'Eftaign, unwilling to be 

braved by an enemy ftill inferior to him in ftrength, quitted his fituation in fearch 
of naval laurels. The two- fleets, con tefted during the firft day, for the weather- 
gage with rival {kilt ; but on the feeond, when every thing indicated an immediate 

a&ion, a violent tempeft arofe, which feattered both. It was not till feveral days 
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after that the French admiral was able to collett his fhattered veffels ; and after, 
tranfiently vifiting Rhode-lfland, he failed for Bofton to repair the damages that 
he had fuftained. 

General Sullivan, deprive:! of the afliftance of his ally, foon after abandoned 
the attempt on Rhode-lfland 3 and the reader, perhaps, will not be forry for a. 
moment to withdraw from hoflile fleets and armies, and attend the different ne-. 
gociations which were carried on during their operations. Monfieur Gerard, the. 
plenipotentiary from France, had been received by the Congrefs with every mark 
of refpeft and regard : but a fhort time previous to the appearance of " that: 
minifter, commiffioners from Great .Britain had arrived, impowered to treat with 
the Congrefs, and effeft a reconciliation between the colonies and the mother- 
country. Thefe commiffioners were the earl of Carlifls, Mr. Eden, and governor 
johnftone, with whom was joined the commander in chief, fir Henry Clinton. 
They propofed to confent to an immediate cefiation of hoftilities by fea and land 
to extend every freedom to trade that the refpeciive interefts on both fides fltould 
require ; to agree that no military force fliould be kept up in the different 
States of North-America without the confent of the general Congrefs, or of the. 
particular aflemblies ; to concur in meafures calculated to dif charge the debts o£ 

America, and to raife the credit and value of the paper circulation ; to perpetuate - 
the common union by a reciprocal deputation of an agent or agents from the. 
different ftates,. who fliould have the privilege of a feat and voice in the parliament 
of Great-Britain ; and in fhort, to eftablifli the power of the refpeciive legiflatures 
in each particular ftate, to fettle its revenue, its civil- and military eftablilhments,, 
and to give to the ftates of North- America, afting with Great-Britain under, 
one common fovereign, the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege that was 
fhort of a total reparation of intereft, or confiftent with that union of force on. 
which their common fafety depended* 

. Though the Congrefs had been informed fome days before of the favourable* 
difpofitiori of the court of Verfailles, and had even received copies of the two 
treaties of alliance and commerce which had been concluded between France and* 
the United States, yet the terms now offered by Great-Britain were the objeft of 
ferious deliberation ; Mr. Laurens, the prefident of that afiembly had, with the 

approbation of it, refufed indeed a paflport to the fecretary of the commiffioners ; 

but the papers with which he had been charged, were received through a dif- 
ferent channel, and the debates on them were refumed during fix. fucceflive days ; 
if. the Congrefs, however, were dilatory, they were decifive in their anfwer. 
They obfef ved, that the commiflion fuppofed the people of thofe ftates to be fub- . 
je&s of Great-Britain, an idea that was totally inadmiflable: they added, that 
they were ftill inclined to peace, notwithftanding the injuries they had fufFered 
during the courfe of the war ; that they were ready to enter into a treaty of 
commerce, not inconfiftent with treaties already fubfifting, when the king of Great*' 

Britain, fliould deraonftrate a fincere difpofition for that purpofe ; but the onl^ 
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folid proof of that difpofition would be an explicit acknowledgement of the inde- 
pendence of thofe ftates, and the withdrawing of his fleets and armies. 

This peremptory language precluded all further hopes of negotiation, and the 
difappointment of the commifli oners was rendered ftill more mortifying by the 
reception that was immediately after given to Monfieur Gerard : but their publica- 
tions afforded the marquis de la Fayette another opportunity of difplaying his 
vivacity ; fome expreffions he conceived had fallen from the pens of the com- 
miflioners injurious to the honour of his country, and he challenged the earl of 
Carlifle, as chief of the commiflion, to anfwer for thefe refle&ions. That noble 
lord, however, confidered the propofal as refulting from the fire of youth ; and 
declined to grant, in a national concern, that fatisfa&ion which has ever been 
confined to perfonal differences. 

If the fortitude of Congrefs in their late refolutions excited the admiration of 
Europe, the good faith of that affembly, in a previous tranfa&ion, had not been 
lefs feverely arraigned. The army of "general Burgoyne had capitulated, on the 
exprefs condition that it fhould be allowed to return to England, but not to bear 
arms in America during the prefent war. This ftipulation had been long art- 
fully eluded ; it was now openly violated ; and when the rranfports for the con- 
veyance of thefe troops were afiembled at Rhode- Ifland, the Congrefs palled a 
refolution, that the foldiers not having delivered up all their accoutrements, the 
convention was not binding ; and continued ftill to detain them prifoners, not- 
with (landing the repeated remonftrances of the Britifh commanders/ 

From the continent of America the flame of war had been rapidly communicated 
to the Weft-India iflands. The marquis of Bouille, governor-general of Mar- 
tinico, was informed of the defencelefs ftate of the ifland of Dominica, which on 
the late peace had been ceded by France to England.. The works had indeed been 
repaired and augmented by the minifters of Great-Britain ; but thefe, deftitute of 
a fulBcierit garrifon, only enhanced the value of the temptation. Under the cover 
of fome frigates and privateers, the marquis landed unexpectedly on that ifland, 
aj; the head of two thoufand menl he foon overpowered a handful of regulars 
that had been entrufted with the defence of * the forts and batteries ; and in the 
courfeof the fame day advanced to attack the capital of Refeau. The garrifon, 
incapable of refiftance, folicited terms of capitulation ; and the generofity of 
the marquis, befides allowing to the troops all the honours of war, and the liberty 
of retaining their arms, granted to the inhabitants the fulleft fecurity of their 
eftates and property of every fort; the maintenance of their rights, privileges, 
and immunities ; and permifiion to retain their civil and religious government until 
the conclufion of the war ; when, if the ifland fhould be ceded to France, they 
ihould be left at liberty to adhere to their own political form of govermeht, or to 
accept that eftablifhed in the French iflands. , . : 

In the fame quarter France was, in her turn,* foon after taught to v regret the 
Yiciflitudes of war,- General Clinton had detached from America a ;body of 
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troops, .under the command of general Grant ; and thefe, in their attack on the 

French '-aland of St. Lucia, were feconded by a Britifh fleet under admiral Barring- 
ton. The chevalier de Michoud, the French commandant, with his fmall band oi 
regulars and militia, were Tucceffively pufiied from polt to poft ; and his fate ap- 
peared inevitable, when his hopes were revived by the unexpected appearance oi: 
the French fleet, commanded by count d'Eftaign. 

That officer had diligently occupied every moment at Bofton, fince the tempeft 

that had feperated him from lord Howe, in refitting and revi&ualling his Ihips ; 
he had received onboard a body of land farces, amounting to near eight thoufand 
men ; and had failed with a lively expe£tation of overwhelming in his courfeall the 
Britifh Leeward-iflands. In his paflage he received intelligence of the attempt 
on St. Lucia ; and was not difpleafed at an expedition, which he flattered himfelf 
would be the means of throwing an eafy prey into his hands, the whole Britifh force 
by land and by fea. His own fleet confided of twelve large fail of the line, befides 

frigates: that of admiral Barrington, of one of feventy-four, one of feventy, one of 
iixty-four, two of fifty, and three frigates. Yet the French admiral could not entirely 
conceal his chagrin at the precautions that his adverfary had taken, and the fecurity 
lie derived from his pofition in the harbour. He determined, however, to rifk^the 
event, in hopes that his formidable force might ftrike terror into the breaft of 
the Englifh commander ; but that veteran had diftinguifhed himfelf through a feries 
of fervice, by fteady courage and undaunted refolution ; he received the attack of 
the count with calm intrepidity ; and feconded by the batteries from the fliore, in 
.two fucceffive days repelled the fury of the aflailants. The French convinced, 
under thefe unfavourable crrcumftances, that no effeftual impreflion could be 
made" on the fleet, now dire&ed their attempts againft the land-forces. The count 
d'Eftaign landed his troops, and marched at the head of them to attack general 
Medows, a Britifh officer, who occupied a ftrong poft on the illand. Though 
his fuperior numbers might juftly infpire him with the molt fanguine hopes of 
Tuccefs, yet he was compelled again to endure the mortification of defeat ; the 
advantages that the Englifh poflefled by their fituation, they .maintained by their 
defparate valour ; and the count d'Eftaign, after the lofs of near five hundred of 
his men, thought proper to retire to his (hips : he foon after hoifted fail fot Mar- 
tinico.; and the chevalier de Michoud, thus deprived of all expectations of fuccour-, 
abandoned the idea of further .refiftance, and furrendered to the Englifh. 

In the EaftJndies the fettlements of France were ftill more fatally expofed to 
the enterprizes of her enemies: thefe, in the-courfe of the laft war had been 
totally fubdued ; and though reftored on the peace, were by the conditions of it 
left in a date of weaknefs and degradation. Before any public declaration of 
war, the Englifh Eaft-lndia company, apprifed of the difpofition of the court of 
• Versailles to vindicate the independence of America, difpatched orders to their 
.governors to anticipate all dangers in that quarter, by immediately attacking the 
Settlements of the French. Though the preparations of the governor of Madras 
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could not efcape the vigilance of Monfieur de Bellecombe, governor of Pondf 
cherry, and commandant of all the French fettlements in the Indies, yet, deftitute 
of resources, he could only afpire to the glory of a gallant defence, Monfieur 
Tronjolli, the French commodore, had indeed difputed the fovereignty of the 
Teas, in an obftinate aftion with the Englifli admiral, Sir Edward Vernon ; but 
inftead of returning to the road of Pondicherry, he fleered his courfe for the 
Mauritius to repair the damages he had fuftained ; and Monfieur de Bellecombe, 
with about three thoufand men, fcarce one fourth'of whom were Europeans, was 
clofely invefted by general Munro, at the head of fifteen hundred Britifh and nine 

thoufand: black troops, and fupported by the Englifli fquadron under admiral 

Vernon. 

The fortifications of Pondicherry had in fome meafure emerged from the ruins 
in which they had been left at the conclufion of the preceding war ; but they 
were ftill feeble and incomplete ; and the gallantry of the governor and refolution. 
of the garrifon alone fupplied the numerous deficiencies to which they were 
expofed : for a month they nobly fuftained. the attacks of the befiegers, and pro- 
traded the hour of fubmiffion ; but in that time they had loft, in killed and 
wounded, one-fourth of their original number,, and- the reft were worn down by 
inceflant fatigue. The artillery of the enemy had already made a practicable 
breach j. and general de Bellecombe, fenfible that he had ufed every poflible 
exertion to preferve the fettlement, determined not to involve the garrifon and 
inhabitants in total deftruftion by a fruitlefs perfeveiance. On the day preceding 
that intended for a general aflault, he propofed a capitulation, which, was readily 

liftened to by the Britifti commanders, who, in the terms of it, gave the moft 
honourable teftimony to the gallantry of his conduct- The regiment of Pondi- 
cherry, in honour of Monfieur de Bellecombe, and at his particular requeft, 
were allowed to keep their colours 3 the European part of the garrifon were 
to be tranfported to France j and the Sepahis, or black troops, were to be difbanded' 
in the country. 

The viftors, at the fame time, fwept away the different factories of the French 
in Bengal, and on the coaft of Cbromandel ; the Englifli flag was ere&ed on the: 
walls of Chandernagore, Gemaun, Carical, and Mafulipatam ; the fort of Mahe,. 
in the domininions of Hyder-Ali, and protected by the name of that prince ; but: 

the iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon, ftrong in the number of their inhabitants 

and the advantages of their fituation, alone defied the ftorm. 

While France was thus ftripped of her fettlements intheEaft, the attention of 
her people at home was in a great meafure occupied in reftoring the memory of a 
man to whofe mifconduft the lofs of thofe very fettlements in the courfe of laft 
war had been imputed, and who had fallen a vi&im to the public indignation. 
•^Count Lally* who from the original ftation of an adventurer, had raifed himfelf 

by his valour and enterprifing genius to the command of the French forces in 

India, after the redu&ion of Pondicherry by general Coote, had returned to 
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Franctfj; and was there purfued by the accufations o£ the governor and fuperior 
council of Pondicherry. To his violence, extortion, and oppreffion, they attributed 
that ruin in which they had been involved ; and his impetuous temper and 
unbridled arrogance, unhappily furnifhed but too much advantage to the enmity 
of his accufers. The parliament was authorifed by the late king to proceed 
againft him ; and their report was fatal to that brave but imprudent officer- 
lie was declared convi&ed of having betrayed the interefts of the king and the 
Eaft-India company ; and of having oppreffed with impartial rapacity, every defcrip- 
tion of perfons that had fought refuge or protection within the walls of Pondicherry* 
He was (tripped of his crofs, the honorary reward of his former fervices ; and 
after having received fourteen wounds in advancing the glory and interefts of 

France, was condemned to fall by the hands of the executioner. He heard his 
fentence with the indignation of injured innocence ; and poured forth the moft 

violent imprecations againft the malice of his accufers, and the fanguinary par- 
tiality of his judges ; but in the laft hour of his life he refumed, however, his 
wonted firmnefs, afcended the fcaffold quietly, and received the fatal ftroke 
without uttering a word. 

But the fentence that terminated his life, could only for a time obfcure his 
honour ; and his natural fon, fince known by the title of count Lally-Tollendal,, 
rofe to vindicate the memory and juftify the fame of his father. Devoted to this 
pious care, renouncing the frivolous amufements of his youth, and endowed with 
every talent of nature and art, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the feverai 
criminal codes of Europe \ he even found accefs to the throne ; and Lewis the 
Fifteenth who had been inexorable to the father, fuffered himfelf . to be moved 
by the virtues of the fon. He extended to him the royal favour, and honoured 
him with his particular efteem ; on the death of that monarch, count Tollendal 
defifted not from his unwearied affiduities \ his conftancy and importunities at* 
length triumphed over the power of his opponents; the voice of juftice was 
heard ; and this year crowned his long labours with fuccefs, by the reftoratiou. 
of the memory of count Lally, and the difgrace of his accufers. 

The fame year that beheld that officer's innocence legally eftablifhed,, was alfcr 
rendered remarkable by the death of one of his ableft and moft celebrated 1 , 
champions. It is the lively expreffion of Voltaire, cc That count Lally was, a 
" man on whom every one had a right to lay his hand, except the executioner. 3 * 

But it was not permitted Voltaire to witnefs that juftification for which he had 
combatted ; and that wonderful genius, who has filled fo diftinguiflied a place in 
the republic of letters, expired only a few days before the fentence of the count- 
was reverfed. His private chara&er, fince his death, has been attacked by thofe^ 
who in the carreer of his genius had fmarted under his pen ; but whatever might 
be his faults as a man, as an author he perhaps ftands unrivalled ; and the various, 
compofitions to which he has given birth, all of them entertaining, and many, 

of them inftru&ive, are the beft monuments to perpetuate his name- 
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Amidft the horrors of war and the deftru&idn of the human fpecies, France 
received fome fatisfa&ion in the pregnancy of the queen ; that princefs, whofe 
free and amiable manners had endeared her to her fubje&s, was fafely delivered 
of a daughter; the royal infant was baptized by the name of Maria-Therefa- 

Gharlotta ; and the count of Proven9e, and the princefs Elizabeth, reprefented 
-on this occafion, as fponfors, the king of Spain.and the emprefs. queen. 

A.- D. 1 779-1 In the mean time the war raged in the weftern part of the 
world with unabated fury. Count d'Eftaign, after his double repulfe at St. Lucia, 
had retired to Martinico, from whence the Britifh fleet, now rendered equal to 
to him by the arrival of admiral Byron's fquadron, in vain endeavoured to allure 
him. His condudl at this moment was as cautious as it had been formerly bold 
and enterprifmg ; the junction of Monfieur de Graffe with a confiderable convoy 
"made no difference in the comparative ftrength of the hoftile fleets, fince the 
Englifti about the fame time received a reinforcement under admiral Rowley ; 
and the count continued ftill to remain ina&ive within the harbour; or if lie 
. ventured forth, retreated immediately on the appearance of the enemy. 

At length he reaped the harveft which his perfeverance had fown. Admiral 
'Byron deemed it expedient to quit his ftation, and convoy to a certain latitude 
the trade of the Britifli Weft-India Iflands ; and the French commander was now 
left to turn his arms againft whatever place he fhould think fit. St. Vincent's, one 
of the neutral iflands, and which had been ceded to England, at the conclufion 
of the laft war, was the firft objeft of enterprife. The count d'Eftaign-.detach- 
ed againft it the chevalier Rumain, with near four hundred men ; and though 
the garrifon exceeded the number of the French, and the inhabitants had long 
been accuftomed to war in their domeftic contefts with the Charibbs, ;yet fo 
great was their terror, that they furrendered on the firft fummons, and thought 
themfelves happy in obtaining the fame terms as had been granted to the inha- 
bitants of Dominica. 

- During this expedition count d'Eftaign had been joined by monfieur de la 
Motte Piquet from Europe, who brought with him not only a fupply of troops, 
but, what was at leaft equally neceffary, of naval and military ftores and prb- 
vifions. Strengthened by this reinforcement, and animated by the eafy acquifition 
of St. Vincent's, he meditated new and more important conquefts. With twenty- 
five fliips of the line, ten frigates, and near ten thoufand troops, he arrived off 
the ifland of Grenada, which at that time was governed by lord Macartney, and 
was defended only by about one hundred and fifty regulars, and three hundred 
. armed inhabitants/who occupied a fortified hill that commanded the fort, harbour, 
and capital town of St. George. 

* The French landed between two and three thoufand regular forces, under the 
condu& of count Dillon ; who the next day inverted the hill, and made the ne- 
ceffary preparations for carrying it by ftorm on the following night. Lord 
-Macartney had placed great reliance on the natural and artificial ftrength of 



1 



1 



s m . 1 LEWIS THE klXTEEOTHi . 483 

this poft ; aiid the inhabitants deemed. it to. afford, fo perfed a fecurity, as to 

render. Ifi a depofit for plate, jewels, and their mod, -valuable moveables. Their 
refinance was proportioned to the booty it contained ;• and though count de 
Eftaign headed a body of the French troops in pfcrfon, they \tfere repulfed on 
the fir ft onfet. The fuperiority of their numbers were at length decifive, and 
they entered the lines after a hard conflict that iafted about an hour and a half: 
without lofing a moment or even halting to recruit. their wafted ftrength^ they 
dragged their artillery to the top of the hill that commanded the fort ; and the 
governor, fenfibie of his dangerous fituation; now folicited terms of capitulation, 
which he had before rejected. But the ^favourable moment was paft ; and count 
d'Eftaign would only grant fuch conditions, as lord Macartney and the principal 
inhabitants thought it better to truft to the law and cuftoms of nations than fub- 
fcribe to: they therefore fubmitted without any ftipulations whatfoever, and aban- 
doned themfelves to the difcretion of the vidtor. 

Whatever luftre might accrue to the count d'Eftaign from the reduction of the 
ifland, was fullied by the feverity and rapacity which he exercifed over the van- 
quished ; but he was foon fummoned from the fweets of plunder to maintain his 
♦new acquifition by arms. Admiral Byron, on his return to St. Lucia, had been 
acquainted with the iofs of St. Vincent's, and in conjunction with general Grant, 
had concerted a plan for the recovery of that Ifland. But. while they were on 
their paflage, they received the difagreeable intelligence of the invafion of Grena- 
da, and they immediately changed their courfe.in hopes of yet preferving that 

valuable fettlement.' 

A fignal from a battery on the ifland fir ft apprifed count d'Eftaign of the ap- 
proach of the Englifh fleet ; he immediately commanded his own to ftand out to 
fea, and though fuperior in number to admiral Byron, deemed it more prudent 
to fecure his prefent acquifition than to hazard it in fearch of frefli laurels. The 
Englifh attacked with great iprrit, but during the continunce of the action they 
were informed of the total reduction of the ifland of Grenada- the oojeS: of 
enterprife was thus at an end ; their fnips had fufferedconfiderably in the en- 
gagement, and they determined toretreat to t. Chriftopher's ; while d'Eftaign, 
fatisfied with having protected his new conqueft, returned during the night to 
.Grenada; 

But no-fooner had he regulated the government of- that ifland than he fteered 
for Martinico, and thence iuppiied with naval ftores, proceeded towards St 
Chriftopher's, arid defied the Englilh to battle; incapable of forcing them in their 
own harbour, and having thus retorted the infult that had been formerly offers 
ed to him at Martinico, he dire&ed his operations to a different quarter, and 
failed to America, to frcond the defigns of the United States. 

The fouthern provinces of America had, in a great meafure been exempt from 
ihofe calamities which had affii&ed the other parts of that continent ; but to- 
wards the clofe of the lall campaign, general Clinton had extended his views to 

tfofc. ill. s:G • ■ ' ^ 
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the recovery of South- Carolina and Georgia; The chief command 4 was vefted 

in general Prevoft, who, after experiencing fome viciflitudes of fortune, gained 
confiderable footing in the latter province, and had eftablifhed his head- quarters? 
at the town of Savannah* The United States were not inclined patiently to fub~ 
jnit to this difgrace; but the fcene of aftion was fo remote from the centre of force 
and the feat of council, that the war there was in a great meafure beyond their 
reach ; and the Britifh marine afforded fuch decifive advantages to the operations 
of their troops, in countries every where bordered by the fea and interfered 
by inland navigations, as could fcarcely be counteracted with effect by any 
moderate fuperiority at land. 

Under thefe confiderations, they implored the fupport and afliftance of France ; 
and the court of Verfailles, defirous of affording effential aid to her allies, direct- 
ed count d'Eftaign, as foon as he had fulfilled the objefts of enterprife in the 
Weft-Indies, to haften to America; that commander accordingly, having feen 
the homeward bound Weft-India trade clear of danger, proceeded with twenty- 
two:' fhips of the line and ten frigates to that coaft, in hopes not. only of over- 
whelming the force under general Prevoft, and delivering the lbuthern colonies* 
from apprehenfion, but with the intention, in conjunction with general Waihing- 
ton, of attacking the Britiih troops at New-York, and by one decifive ftroke 
Bringing* the war oil that continent to a final conclufion. 

No fooner had the count arrived on the coaft of America, than he was in* 
formed that general Lincoln, who commanded at Charlefton, was inftrufted to 
aft in concert with him ; fome few days were naturally loft in adjufting the future 
operations of their united forces ; and it was not till a week from his firft ap- 
pearance that he anchored off the bar of the Tybee, near the mouth of the river 
Savannah. The French troops were landed at Beaulieu, about thirteen miles from. 
Savannah-town ; the frigates were ported fo as to fecure the different inlets of 

the river ; and the French, with the American light-horfe, having driven in the 
outpofts of the enemy, count d'Eftaign fummoned general. Prevoft, the Britifli 
commander, to furrender. 

Though that officer' had diligently employed the interval in firengthening the 
works of the town, he yet was in hourly expe&ation of being joined by a con- 
fiderable detachment then abfent on an expedition' againft South-Carolina : this 
circumftance obliged him to return an ambiguous anfwer : and count d'Eftaign,. 
in hopes, of obtaining poffeflion of the town without bloodfhed, eonfented to a 
truce for twenty-four hoursv He had foon reafon to lament the addrefs that had 
deceived him into this fufpenfion of hoftilities ; in: the fhort fpace mentioned, the 
expefted. detachment re-entered' Savannah, and the anfwer of general Prevoft 
announced his refolution todefend himfelf to the laft extremity; 

The French forces confifted of upwards of four thoufand regular troops, and 
the American^ who joined their ftandard might fwell the army of the befiegers to 
about: feven^thoufand men : the Britifh garrifon that defended Savannah could 

fcarce be eftimated at three thoufand 5:. every appearance promifed count d'Eftaigj* 
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the moft rapid and brilliant fuccefs ; and to augment the diftrefs of the befieged, 
the allied generals refufed a paflage through their lines to the women and children 
in the town. The regular approaches that had been firft determined on but ill 
fuited the impetuofity of the French commander ; he was fenfible of the danger 
that his fleet of capital {hips was expofed to, in lying without fhelter upon ant 

inhofpitable coaft at that critical feafon of the year ; he obferved that his batteries 
had produced but little effeft on the Britifh works ; he was impatient to proceed 
in queft of new enterprifes ; and he relied with implicit confidence on the fuperi- 
ority. of his force and the goodnefs of his troops. 

Thefe various motives induced a refolution which, had it been adopted previ- 
ous to the return and junction of the Britifli detachment to general Prevoft, might 

have been attended with fuccefs ; the works, then feeble and incomplete, were 
open to 311 a {fault, and would probably have been penetrated by the lively valour of 
the French ; but they had now been ttrengtheried by the affiduous labour of three* 

weeks, and were covered by a numerous artillery amounting to near one hundred, 
pieces, and dire£ted by captain MoncriefFe, an engineer of approved and confum- 
mate {kill- Yet thefe obftacles, though they efcaped not the obfervation, could 
not extinguifh the ardour of count d'Eftaign ; before the dawn of day a heavy can- 
nonade and bombardment ulhered in the attack; the count himfelf in perfon led 
the flower of both armies, and was accornpan : ed by the principal officers of each.. 
But this enterprife was not attended with the fuccefs the gallantry of it deferved; 
the allies were encountered with obftinate refiftance ; they were entangled in their 
approach by fwampy ground ; though they perfevered in their attack with extraor- 
dinary courage, and for fonie hours rivalled each other with mutual atts of 
valour, they were at length obliged with confiderable lofs, to retire from the. 
field, and yield to the advantageous pofition and calm intrepidity of their ememies. . 

This repulfe entirely broke the defigns of the count d -Eftaign ; feverely woun- 
ded himfelf, he lamented the fate of fome of his moft gallant officers who had. 
fallen on the field: in about a week after he abandoned the unpropitious coaft 5 
and after detaching one fquadron of his fleet to St. Domingo, a.fecond under- 
Monfieur de la Motte Piquet to Martinico, and a third under Monfieur.de Vaud- 
rieul to the Ghefapeak, whofe prefence prevented the invafion of Virginia, and; 
retarded that of Carolina, the count himfelf^ with the fhips leaft fit for fervice, . 
failed for Europe. 

Whatever disappointments might have attended the arms of France in America,, 
her negociations in Europe afforded . her ample compenfation ; and the court of ' 
Spain, aroufed from the neutrality (he 'had hitherto obferved, and difgufted with 
the minifters of Great-Britain, who had rejected her proffered mediation,' now 
refolved to fulfil the conditions of the celebrated family-compaft ; and to efface 
the unfortunate and difgracefui' events of the laft war, by uniting in this the 
ftrength of the houfe of Bourbon, while vigorous and yet unimpaired; Her 

ambaffador, the marquis of. Almadovar, after having prefented a memorial to th§; 
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court of St. James's, in which he declared the infults offered to his fovereign 
amounted exactly to one hundred, quitted London and returned to Spain. 

France immediately prepared to avail herfelf of the prefent difpofition of the 
court of Madrid ; count d'Orvilliers failed with the grand fleet from Brefi, and 
joined that of Spain ; and the combined fleets of the houfe of Bourbon presented 
to their enemies the formidable fight of fixty-fix fhips of the line > with this 
prodigious force they entered the Briufh -Channel, andfcattered terror and diimay 
throughout the coafts of that ifland. Admiral Hardy, who commanded the 
Englifh fleet, was happy to find refuge in the convenient harbours of GreaU 
-Britain ; Plymouth trembled for her fafety ; and that people who had lb often 
. vaunted their dominion over the feas, in their turn were taught to dread the 
calamities of a menaced invafion. The dread of the approaching equinoftiai 
ftorms^ after the capture of the Ardent, an Englifh (hip of the line, induced the 
fleets of France and Spain to feparate ; but the naval campaign proved more 
glorious than advantageous to the former ; a peftilential diforder which the failors 
on their return communicated to their countrymen, raged, for a long time 
throughout France with fatal fury- 

To increafe the embarafiments of the Englifh* and to divide their force, Spain, 
with a confiderable army, formed the fiege of Gibraltar ; a fortrefs, which, 
fituated on a rock, and occupied by the Englilh* had long derided the attempts 
and wounded the pride of the court of .Madrid, The land forces were entrutted 
to the command of Don Alvarez ; Don Barcello blocked up the harbour with a 
number of xebecques and frigates ; while Don Lewis de Cordova, with twelve 
fhips of the line, was ftationed near to afford fupport to his operations. 

-A mid ft the fury of war Lewis difplayed that regard for fcience which had early 
formed the prominent feature of his reign ; and while he poured the thunder of 
his arms on his enemies, two fhips were marked by an honourable exemption 
from the attacks of the hoftile fleets of France. Previous to t e commencement 
of hoftilities, the Englifh had feht two veffels into the South Seas, commanded 
by captains Cook and Clerke, to explore the coafts and iflands of japan and 
California ; the return of thofe veflfels was hourly expedled in Europe ; and 
Lewis, with a confiderate humanity which reflects the brighteft luflre on his 
charafter, by a circular letter , to all his, naval . officers commanded rhem to 

abftain from all hoftilities againft thefe fhips, and to treat them as neutral veflels. 

The letters mentioned alfo in terms of thehigheft refpeft captain Cook, who. had 

long diftinguifhed himfelf in fucceffive -voyages of difcovery. But death allowed 

not that celebrated navigator to enjoy this grateful jgftimoriy of his merit ; and in 

one of the newly difcovered iliands he had already fallen a vi&im to* the blind 

fury of the favage inhabitants. 

Though Italy had efcaped the deftru&ive rage of war, and the fanguinary 

effe&s of ambition, yet the fertile fields of Naples were affii&ed by a calamity not 

Ms fatai.and more tremendous. . A.dreadful eruption from Mount Vefuvius, which 
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far exceeded any that "had been -known in the memory of man, overwhelmed ia . ; 
horror and Tiiin the adjacent country; in the diftrid of Ottaiano, the habitations 

of twelve thoufand perfons were deluged or confumed by a ftream of liquid fire ; 
its fatal influence extended for above three miles ; the hopes of the peafarf, 
and the wealth of the hufbandman were In a moment blafted and deftroyed, and 
the elements feemed to confpire with man in fpreading mifery and devaftatiou : 
throughout the human fpecies. 

A. D. 1780.] The public opinion that had raifed m.mfieur Necker to the 
obfervation and favour of his Sovereign, ftill continued to follow him ; and his' 
talents were afliduoufly employed to merit applaufe. Under his dire&ion a general 
reform took place throughout every department of th e revenue ; the people, inftead 
of being burthened with new taxes, beheld the public income augmented by the 

oeconomy and improvements that were introduced into the management of the 
finances ; a variety of unnecefiary offices in the houfehold of the king and queen 
were abdlifhed, and other important regulations adopted for the eafe of the fubje£t 
and the general benefit of the kingdom. - 

The zeal and incluftry of the dire&or -general of the finances were rivalled by . 
the addrefs of the niinifters of France at the different courts of Europe. The 
emperor of Germany and the king of Pruffia, after a ftiort trial of each others 
ftrength, had agreed to {heath the fword ; but they continued ftill agitated with 
mutual jealoufy, and ftill maintained on foot the fame armies as if in a ftate of 
aftual hoftility. . But if the reciprocalfufpicions of thefe rival courts diverted their 
attention from the neighbouring belligerent powers, the fituation of Ruflia allowed 
her to contemplate at leifure what advantages 'Ihe might derive from the general 
ftate of affairs. That empire at no time had appeared more formidable; and the 
fuccefs of her arms in the Jaft war againft the Ottoman Porte, had received 
additional luftre from the acquiescence of the divan in the conditions fhe had 
di&ated with refpett to the Crimea. A long and intimate connexion had fubfifted 
between the courts of Peterfburg and London ; and (hould the myriads of Ruflia 
be added to the we 1th of England, it was prefumed that Lewis thought the houfe 
of Bourbon muft have funk in the unequal conteft. - 

The French ambaflador at the court of Peterlburg was therefore inftrufted at 

this critical junfture to conciliate the inclinations of the emprefs, by* every com- 
pliance that the honour of his country would permit j and the fajrs of France 
•wer;e foon extinguiflied by a lpanifefto as favourable to the views of the court of 
VerfaiUes, as it was unpropj|ioiis to thofe of St. James's. The jealoufy that had 
been .excited by the former afcendancy of Great- Britain, and the dominion 1 that 
ihe'had attained on the fea, had even extended to, andbeennourifhed by, the mod 
diftahr powers of the north ; the empi-efs of Ruflia embraced the favourable 
opportunity to emancipate her commerce from the controul of thofe haughty 
xflanders ; arid was readily perfuaded by the ambaflador of France, to place herfelf 

at. the head of a confederacy formed of her northern neighbours. She accordingly 
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addrefled a declaration to the courts of London, Verfailles,. and Madrid, in which, 
after dwelling on the juftice and moderation of which flie had given fuch convinc- 
ing proofs in the courfe of her war with the Ottoman Porte, and the Uriel regard 
that fhe had always Ihewn for the rights of neutrality and of commerce in general,, 
Ihe lamented that her example had not been permitted to influence the prefent 
belligerent powers, but that her fubje&s had been precluded from enjoying 
peaceably the fruits of their induftry, and the advantages belonging to neutral 
nations ; that they had been moled ed in their navigation, and retarded in their 
operations by the fhips and privateers of the contending fovereigns ; and that flie 
found herfelf, with concern, under the neceflity of removing thofe vexations 
which were offered to the commerce of Ruflia in particular, and to that 'of Europe 
in general, by all the means compatible with her dignity and with the welfare of 
her fubje&s. 

She proceeded to demand, that neutral fhips fbould enjoy a free navigation, even 
from port to port, and on the coafis of the belligerent powers ; that all effetcs 
belonging to the belligerent powers fhould be looked upon as free on board fuch 
neutral fhips, excepting only fuch goods as were exprefsly ftipulated to be contra- 
band, as arms, ammunition, and warlike Acres; that if any fuch were iound, 
beyond what might properly appertain to the fhip's crew or paflengers, they might 
be feized and confifcated according to law ; but neither the veflels, paflengers,, 
or the reft of the goods were to be detained for that reafon, or hindered from 
purfiiing their voyage ; that thefe principles were to ferve as rules in the judicial 
proceedings and fentences upon the legality of prizes ; and her imperial majefly 
declared,, to render them flill more reflected, and to protect the honour of her 
flag, flie had given orders to fit out a confiderable naval force. The kings of 
Denmark and Sweden immediately acceded to" the language and declarations of 
the emprefs of Ruflia; the ftates- general of the United Provinces, after that 
delay that has always prevailed in the deliberations of the republic, followed their 
example ; and this formidable confederacy aflumed the title of the armed neutrality, 
and engaged to make a common caufe of it at fea, againft any of the powers 

that fhould violate the principles which had been laid down in the memorial of the 
emprefs of Ruflia. 

The anfwer of the king of France proclaimed how acceptable the nature of 
that memorial was to the court of Verfailles. He declared that what her 
imperial majefty claimed from the belligerent powers, amounted to no more 
than was already prefcribed in the rules for the French navy ; the execution of 
which was maintained with an exa&nefs known and applauded by all Europe.. 
Ke exprefled his approbation of the principles and views of the emprefs ; and 
aflerted, that from the meafures fhe had now adopted, folid advantages would 
undoubtedly refult, not only to her fubjefts but to all civilized nations. 

While Ffance by her intrigues fecured the friendfhip of the north, fhe fuffered 

a deep and fatal wound in the calamity of her kindred ally* A Spanifh fquadron 
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of eleven fhips of the line and two frigates, cruifmg near Cape St. Vincent, under 
the command of Don Juan de Langara, was furrounded by the Englifli fleet 
under admiral Rodney, then proceeding to the relief of Gibraltar. The Spaniards 
for a long time maintained the conflitt with great gallantry j but they were at 
length forced to yield to the fuperior numbers of their enemies* The St. Domingo 
a Spanifh (hip of feventy guns and fix hundred men, was blown up in the a&ion. 
The admiral's fhip, the Phoenix of eighty guns., with four more fhips of the line, 
were taken ; another of the fame rate was driven on fhore and deftroyed ; and 
the fcattered remnant efcaped with difficulty the purfuit of the viftors- Admiral 
Rodney immediately after purfued his courfe to Gibraltar, relieved the garrifoa 
of that fortrefs, repaffed the (heights, and fleered in triumph for the Weft-Indies ; 
after detaching admiral Digby with his prizes and part of his fquadron to Great- 
Britain, who on his paflage fell in with and captured the Prothee, a French man. 
of war of fixtv-four gum 



Spain to the fieg 



1 only difafter that arofe from the perfevering attachment of 
) of Gibraltar. The naval preparations of France had been 
continued during the winter at an expence that bordered on profufion ; and the. 
united fleets of the houfe of Bourbon might have eftahlifhed their fovereignty in 
the Channel, and once more infulted the coaf'ts of Great-Britain ; but Spain, 
occupied in fruitlefs attempts on that fatal rock, fuffered the moment for their 
jun&ion to elapfe ; the fleet of France was confined to her harbours by the fuperi- 
or force of Great- Britain, whofe naval armaments fhe- was not able to encounter 
fingly. Admiral Geary, with the Englifli fleet, continued vigilantly to obferve 
their motions ; and the Artois, the Capricieufe, the Nymphe, and the Belle 
Poule, were fucceflively taken by Britifh cruifers. The chevalier de Kergarion, 
who commanded the latter, diftinguiflied. himfelf by a bloody and gallant refift- 
ance. Though the Ihip that attacked him mounted fixty-four guns, and the 
Belle Poule carried only thirty-two, he maintained the combat with undaunted 
refolution ; mortally wounded, he continued to exclaim, cc Courage my children, 
^ courage [" and. expired while he yet endeavoured to animate by his expreffiou 
and example his faithful crew. On his death the command devolved on his firffc 
lieutenant JYL la Motce Tabourell, who defended the Belle Poule, with fimiiar 
refolution, for three quarters of an hour. He then reluctantly ftruck his flag, 
as it was impoflible any longer to keep the fhip from finking, had the engage- 
ment been continued. Six feet water were in the hold, fixteen (hot in the body 
of the fhip, the mafts and yards broken, the fails and rigging cut to pieces, the 
captain and twenty-four men killed, and the fecond captain, with fifty men 
wounded. The chevalier du Remain, in the Nymphe, had defended himfelf 
with fimiiar courage ; equal in force to the Englifli fhip, he only yielded to 

her fuperior fortune ; before the colours of the Ny 



Remain himfelf. 



and among the former 



49° HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1780. 

The French {hips of war, impatient of the delay of the Spaniards, had efcaped 
from Brefl in fmall divifions, and rendezvoufed at Cadiz* There they had join, 
ed the fleet of Spain, and once more united, were occupied in cruizing off Cape 
St. Vincent, when fortune feemed inclined to compenfate for their former dif- 
appointments. A rich and confiderable convoy for the Eaft and Weft-Indies, 
under the prote&ion of one fhip of the line and two frigates, had failed from Eng- 
land,and Don Lewis de Cordova, who commanded the combined fquadrons, was 
agreeably furprifed with the fight of this invaluable and defencelefs fleet. A 
fignal was made for a general chafe ; the men of war efcaped by their fuperior 
failing : but five EaftJndia men, and fifty veffels bound to the Weft-Indies, 
were taken and carried into Cadiz, the former, befides arms and ammunition, 
with a train of artillery, conveyed naval {lores for the fupply of the Britifh fqua- 
droa in that quarter, and the latter contained tents and camp equipage for the 
troops defigned for a&ive fervice in the Leeward-Iflands : but the moll irreparable 
lofs to Great-Britain were fifteen hundred and twenty feameri, and twelve hun- 
dred and fifty-five foldiers, who became by that event the captives of the houfe 
of Bourbon. 

In the Weft-Indies Monfieur de la Motte Piquet, with four {hips of the line, 
attacked a fquadron of the Englifh under commodore Gornw. His.— THe latter, 
during the a&ion, was joined by another fhip of the line, which rendered their 
force more equal to the encounter, and monfieur de la Motte, having received 
already confiderable damage, and impatient to join the grand fleet, bore away for 
Cape-Francois. The count de Guichen had failed from Breft to fupply the place 

of count d'Eftaign: — the fleet under his command, when united, confifted of 

twenty-three fhips of the line, befides frigates, and foon after he fell in with 
admiral Rodney and twenty (hips of the line. An engagement enfued, long, 

- obftinate, and indecifive. The French retired to refit to Guadaloupe, and the 
Englifh, refolure to renew the action, cruized off the ifland of Martinico, 

The count de Guichen, whofe ga.lantry in the laft engagement had extorted 
the admiration of his adverfaries, was not difpofed to fuffer the Britifh fleet to infill t 
by their prefence a fettlernent belonging to France On intelligence of the ftation of 
•admiral Rodney, he quitted Guadaloupe, and fie. red to meet the rival of hits 
glory. But the engagement did not commence till evening, and night foon after 
ieparated the combatants. A third encounter was equally partial and indecifive; 
-and count de Guichen foon after joined a ^Spanifh fquadron, which, though it gave 
him a decided fuperioity, yet refufed to concur in any attack on the fettlernent s of 
the Englifh ; the French commander, by the fuperfluous caution of his colleague, 
thus rendered incapable of availing himfelfof his immediate ftrength, feized the 
opportunity to efcort the homeward-bound trade towards Europe ; the fickly ftate 
of his men induced him to continue his voyage, arid he conducted- his wealthy* 
convoy in fafety to Cadiz, there he' was joined by the count de Eftaign, who affu- 
rf med the chief command j the fleet of France by this union • was fwelled to thirty- 
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fix (hips of the line ; but the (hips themfelves were foul and out of repair, and the 

feeble condition of the crews has already been noticed. Under thefe circumftan- 
ces, and incumbered by the protection of his convoy, though count d'Eftaign on 
his paffage fell in with the Britifli fleet under admiral Darby, confiding of only 
twenty-two fhips of the line, yet he deemed it unadvifable to hazard an engage- 
ment, and purfued his courfe to the ports of France, 

The repulfe of count d'Eftaign at Savannah .had revived the hopes of the Bri- 
tifh commanders in America; they now afpired to the final reduction of the fouth- 
ern colonies, and the inclemency of the winter was not permitted to fufpend their 
hoftile opperations. At the clofe of the laft year, general Clinton fet fail from 
New- York with a confiderable body bf troops for the * attack of Chariefton, the 
capital of South-Carolina ; he was efcorted and fupported by a BritxOi fleet com- 
manded by admiral Arbuthnot ; alter a tedious voyage they reached Savannah, 
and having refrefhed the troops and repaired the damages the fleet had fufkun- 
ed, in the middle of March they arrived within fight of the place of 'their des- 
tination. 

Though the Americans were not ignorant of the-intentions of the Britifli com* 
mander, yet the forces in Charleflon, including every defcription, fcarce amoun- 
ted to fix thoufand men, and were by no means equal to the extent of the works ^ 
many of thefe alfo were but little accullomed to military fervicc, and very ill pro- 
vided with clothes and other neceflaries. This omiffion was not to be attributed 
to the fupinenefs of Congrefs, but to the nature of the military ettablifliment ; the 
men in general enlifted but for a fingle campaign, and on the approach of win- 
ter were impatient to return to their farms or families ; it was this very circum- 
ftance that probably induced general Clinton to engage in the expedition at the 
particular feafon when he knew the United States were leall capable of affording 
fuccour to the befieged ; but though general Lincoln was feniible of the difficul- 
ties that he was expofed to, yet he rejected the terms of capitulation that were 
offered by the Britifh commander, and prepared to difcharge the truft repofed in. 
him with fidelity .and .honour. 

But perfonal courage could not alone fupply the deficiency of every other re- 
quifite for a fuccefsful defence ; and general Lincoln beheld with regret, while 
his own hopes diminilhed, the ftrength of the enemy increafe. A detachment 
from the Britifh fhips pofieflfed themfelves of Sullivan's-ifland, which, from its 
fituation might greatly incommode the garrifon ; a body of cavalry that had been 
colle&ed in the adjacent country for the fupport of the befieged, was routed and 
to it? w ^ difperfed ; in the progrefs of a month, the approaches of the befiegers 
had fctsen fuccefsfully. advanced ; and general Lincoln, unwilling by a fruitlefs 
perfeve ranee to involve the town and inhabitants in certain deftru&ion, refumed 
the ncuociation that had been, broken off, aad fubferibed the terms of capitulation j. 
thefe preferyqd to the inhabitants their lives and property ; the militia were per* 
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emitted to retire to their refpe&ive homes ; but the regulars of the American 

-army were to remain prifoners of war until exchanged. 

The danger and lofs of Charlefton had excited confiderable alarm throughout 
America ; the United States had folicited in the ftrongeft terms the fupport of 
France ; and Lewis, attentive to the interefts of his allies, detached in the begin- 
ning of May from Bred the count de Rochambeau, with twelve thoufand feleft 
troops, an4 the chevalier de Ternay, with feven fliips of the line and feveral 
.frigates. Tjiefe arrived about the middle of June at Rhode-ifland, which, during 
the courfe or. the preceding year had been evacuated by the Britifti, and now 
acknowledged the authority of the United States. 

Count Rochambeau was received by the Americans with every mark of cordial 
efteem ; a committee from the general-affembly of Rhode-ifland was appointed to 
congratulate him on his arrival ; and their fatisfa&ion was nor diminifhed by the 
declaration of the French commander, that his fovereign would never (heath the 
fword until the independence of America was acknowledged ; that the troops he 
had brought over were only the vanguard of a much greater force that was deftined 
to their aid , and that the king had ordered him to affure them, that his whole 
power fliould be exerted for their fupport ; he added, that the French troops 
were under the ftri&eft difcipline ; and afting under the orders of general 
Wafhington, would live with the Americans as their brethren. 

The United States allotted Rhode-ifland to their allies as a place of arms ; and 
count Rochambeau while he waited the proniifed reinforcement, diligently em- 
ployed hi . troops in repairing and augmenting the works on the ifland. He had 
joon after reafon to congratulate himfelf on this precaution. General Clinton 
and admiral Arbuthnot, returned from the reduction of Charlefton to New- York, 

formed a plan of attack againft the French fleet and army ; but their defigns could 

not elude the penetration of general Wafhington ; he rapidly croffed the «"*'OTth- 
river with twelve thoufand men, and general Clinton perceiving the danger to 
which his abfence mud expofe New- York, relinquiftied his attempt againft Rhode- 
ifland. 

The marquis de la Fayette, who had been fo much diftinguifhed by the early 
part that he took in the American caufe, long before the court of Verfailles had 
thought it prudent to avow their inclination, returned from his native country, to 
which he had paid atranfient vifit, to join again the ftandard of freedom. His 
early engagement, and great zeal and activity in the fervice of the United States, 
rendered him peculiarly acceptable to general Wafhington, and the commendations 
of that commander were produ£tive of the moll flattering attentions from Congrefs 
. to the marquis. 

But the vifit of that nobleman to Philadelphia, where the Congrefs had again 

eftablifhed their refidence, was principally to concert and adjuft the plan for the 
reft of the campaign. He, as well as count Rochambeau, held forth affur- 

ances of the mod powerful fupport from France, and it was expe&ed that monfieur 
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<$e Guichen from the Weft-India iflands would fleer his courfe to America, that he 
would join the frefh (hips of monfieur Ternay ; and that the grand army under 
general Wafhington, being alfo reinforced by the troops of Rochambeau, an. 
attack by fea and land might be made on the Britifh troops at New- York, with 
fuch a fu.periority of force as mufl have enfured fuccefs ; the redu&ion of lord 
Cornwallis's detachment to the fouthward muft naturally have enfued ; and the 
marquis de la Fayette was to have proceeded with a confiderable army on a 
winter expedition againft Canada. 

In expe&ation of thefe events, the marquis de la Fayette publifhed a preparatory 
memorial addreflfed to the French Canadians, and calling upon them by ail the 
ancient ties of allegiance, blood, religion, and country, as well as by the natural 
defire of recovering their freedom, to be ready to, join and afliit him ; and holding 
out all the feverities of war, and all the terrors of military execution, to thofe, if 
any fuch there were, who, blindly perverfe to their own interelts, and forgetful 
of all .thofe ties and duties, (houklin any manner oppofe the arms or impede the 
generous defigns of their deliverers ; but when Wafhington had recruited his army 
with fuch diligence as to have fwelled it to twenty-thoufand men, the whole 
project was difconcerted by a circumftance that has been already related ; and the 
count de Guichen, in proceeding wich his fleet to Europe, expoied the Americans 

to as fevere a difappointment as any they had experienced during the courfe of the 
war. 

This cond-uft of monfieur de Guichen, however fatal to thefplendid profpects of 

the allies of France, was fufficiently juftified by the bad ftate of his fhips when he 
arrived at Cadiz ; and his departure from the Weft-Indies preferved him from the 
c lamities in which thofe iflands were foon after involved. A hurricane, the 
fury of which exceeded any thing that , ever was known or can be conceived, 
fwept throughout that quarter of the world, the feas and land, with wild and 
undiftinguifhed rage. At Martinico the beautiful town of St. Pierre, built on 
the fliore, was entirely overwhelmed and wafhed away ; the town of Baffeterre in 
Guadaloupe fhared the fame fate ; fixty fail of tranfports from France, that had 
arrived that morning at Martinico, with (lores, and two thoufand five-hundred 
troops on board, were driven out to fea, and almoft all fwallowed up by that 
ungovernable element. The Experiment of fifty guns, with the Juno of forty, 
and feveral other French frigates, were entirely loft. Grenada and Vincents 
equally prefented a fcene of defolation ; and in the latter not a fmgle hoafe was 
capable of withftanding the fury of the tempeft. The Britifli fettlements and 
marine fuffered alfo proportionably ; Jamaica, Barbadoes, and St. Lucia, were 
the principal vi&ims of its rage; admiral Rodney, with eleven fhips of the line, 
had fortunately proceeded to the coafl: of America; but the Andromeda and 
Laurel, Britilh frigates, were both wrecked on the coafl: of Martinico. The 
humanity of the marquis de Bouille, governor- general of the French Welt-India 
iflands, on this occafion fhone forth with diftinguilhed luftre s thirty-one Englifh 
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failors, the fcanty remnant that was faved from the crews of the Andromeda and 
Laurel, werefent by that commander under a flag of truce to the Britifh com- 
modore at St* Lucia* The marquis declared in the letter that accompanied them,, 
that he could not confider in the light of enemies, men who had fo hardly ef- 
caped in a contention with the force of the elements 3 he only lamented that their 
number was fo fmall, and that none of the officers had been faved. 

By the expedition of admiral Rodney to America, he had eluded the deftruc- 
tive rage of that tempeft which defolated the Weft-India illands ; but his continu- 
ance on the American coaft was of fhort duration ; and informed that the count 
de Guichen had proceeded for Europe, he himfelf foon after returned to Bar- 
feadoes. In the mean time the hoftile armies in the neighbourhood of New-York 
continued vigilantly to obferve each other's motions. But while the Britifli com- 
mander appeared funk in fupinenefs, he meditated a deep and dark fcheme, which 
could it have taken elfeft in its full extent, would probably have brought the war 
to a final coriclufion, and for ever extinguifhed the independence of America. 

In the courfe of the war we have already noticed the early attack on Quebec, 
in which the courage and conduct of general Arnold had been difplayed to the 
higheft advantage ; the reputation he had acquired there, he continued to main- 
tain by a feries of bold and enterprifing exertions ; and the final capture of the 
Britifli army under general Burgoyne, was in a great meafure attributed to his 

counfels and gallant example. As a reward, congrefs had bellowed on him the 
government of Philadelphia ; but the affections of his countrymen accompanied 
him not in that peaceful occupation ; his profufion had plunged him into diltrelTes 
from which he endevoured to extricate himfelf by the oppreffion of the inhabitants 
of Philadelphia ; their complaints expofed him to the judgment of a court-martial 5 
that court declared his conduft highly reprehenfible, and ordered that he fliould 
be reprimanded by general Wafhington.. This cenfure firft alienated his mind 
from the United States ; and though foon after he was taken into a&ual fervice, 
and appointed to a principal command under general Wafhington, his pecuniary 
embarrafiments, or refentments, triumphed over his fidelity, and he entered into a 
dole correfpondence with the enemies of his country. 

The American commander had Rationed his army for the winter on both fides 
of the North-River; and the important poft of Weft-Point, with its neighbour- 
ing dependencies, and, a confiderable divifion of the army, were entrufted to 
general Arnold. That officer had agreed to make fueh a divifion of the wing 
irnder his command, as would enable general Clinton completely to furprife themj 
and the Englifh troops once admitted within the lines, might have availed them- 
felves of the rout and confufion, to the total deftru&ion of the whole army. 
The lofs of their only difciplhred force, with moll, if not all; of their experienced 
officers, muft have Wafted for ever the infant greatnefs of the United States. 

From this melancholy cataftrophe they were preferved by the fidelity of three 

young men, educated in the humbleft walks of life, and who nobly difdained to 
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betray: their trull, though tempted by.themoli:fa£cmating-GfFers:. Td.adjuffc the 
plan of attack with general Arnold, major Andre, adjutant- general to the Britifh 
army, had accepted the perilous commiffion of "entering the American lines. 
When there, he had been perfuaded by the caution of Arnold to lay afide his 
regimentals, affume a private drefs, and return with a. paffport under the feigned 
name of Anderfon ; under that name he had already eluded the different guards 
and pofts of the camps, when, atafmali diftance from the Bridih lines, he was 

flopped by three young volunteers ; thefe, notwithftanding his- paffport, infifted 

on examining him more ftri&ly ; and the major, whole ingenuous, difpofttion but 

ill fitted him for deception, increafed their fufpicions by endeavouring to phrchafe 
his freedom with his purfe and watch ; to thefe he added offers of permanent 
provilion and .future promotion, on condition of their accompanying him to New- 
York ; but the Americans were proof to the allurements of aftluence and ambi- 
tion, and they infifted on conducting him to their commanding officer- 
Some delay in his . examination allowed general Arnold to be apprifed-of his 
misfortune before his own connection with the prifoner was difcovered. He im- 
mediately abandoned his quarters, and efcaped to the protection of the Britifh 
lines ; but the unhappy major Andre fell the viCtim of the fatal projeCL Fourteen 
general officers were appointed by the American commander to determine on his 
cafe, and the punifhment that ought to be inflicted among thefe was the marquis 
de la Fayette ; and the board, with the regret that was excited by the frank and 
noble demeanour of the prifoner, pronounced that he ought to be confidered as 
11 fpy from the enemy, and agreeable to the laws of nations ough<r to fuffer death. 
The repeated applications of general Clinton, to avert the ftroke of juftice, were 
in vain ; but the laft hours of: the unfortunate viCtim were.foothed' by every mark 
of refpeCt and even of regard ; and the execution of the fentence was accom- 
panied by the tears of the very judges who had pronounced it". 

But though the- vigilance of general Wafhington guarded againft the danger- 
ous efteCts which were to be apprehended from Arnold's treachery, he found flill 
greater difficulties to encounter in the univerfal diftrefs that reigned throughout 
the provinces. The troops under his command, deftitute of clothing' of every 
kind, could not be reftrained from giving open vent to their difcontents ; they 
.were again foothed into obedience by the a'ddrefs of their commander, and by the 
-promifes that were held out of liberal fupport from France. 

The events of the campaign, though by no means adverfe, had not anfwered 
the fanguine expectations of the court of Verfailles, and thofe advantages which 
•the minifters of France expeCtedto derive from the united force of the houfe of 
Bourbon. But that confederacy acquired new ftrength by the prefumption of 
-their enemy ; ; and. Great-Britain having, by the capture of an American- packet, 
•obtained polfefTion of a treaty of amity and commerce between the republics of 

'.Holland and the United States of America, gave loofe to her indignation, and at 
Jthdclofe of the year commenced hoftilities againft the Dutch; a meafure which 
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was received at Paris with open exultation, and which neceffarily threw that repub- 
lic into the arms of France. 

During the operations of the contending fleets and armies, fome changes had 
taken place among the minifters of France. Monfieur Bertin had refigned the 
office of fecretary of ftate. The prince de Montbarey had retired from the poft 
of fecretary at war, and was fucceeded by the marquis de Segur but the mo(fc 
important removal was that of monfieur Sartine, who had for five years prefided 
over the marine-department ; and whofe unwearied application and ability had 
raifed the naval power of France to a height that aftonifhed Europe ; but his col- 
leagues in the cabinet loudly accufed him of a profufion, which would have diverted 
into one channel the whole refources of the kingdom ; the extent of 'his proje&s, 

and the expence of the armaments he fuggefted, were by no means confident 

with the fevere ceconomy that character ifed the comptroller- general of the finan- 
ces ; and his retreat opened a road to the ambition of the marquis de Caftries, 
who was appointed in his place to the department of marine. 

Whatever alteration Lewis might make in his minifters, his cwn difpofition 
remained the fame, and his mind . was inceffantly employed in augmenting the 
happinefs of his fubje&s. He 'fixed on the anniversary of his birth-dav to render 
it memorable by a new inftance of humanity 5 and he abolifhed for ever the 
inhuman pradlice of putting the queftion, as it was called, by torture ; a cuftom 
which had been fo eftablifhed by the practice and concurrence of ages, that it feemed: 
to be an indivifible part of the conftitution of the courts of juftice of France* 
At the fame time, to defray the expences of war, he continued to diminifh 
his own expenditure ; and facrificing his magnificence to the eafe of his fubje&s, 
difmifled at once no lefs than four hundred and fix officers belonging to his; 
court. 

A. D. 1 78 1. 3 It was indeed alone by* the mod rigid economy that France 
was able to fupply the demands for the diftant and various warfare in which* 
Ihe had engaged. The councils of Spain were ftill marked by that imbecility: 
which for near a century had charafterifed them ; and Holland fyftematically. 
flow in her deliberations, long difufed to war, and furprized into hoftilitiesy 
at firft: required, rather than imparted fupport to her allies; in Europe, in 
America, the Weft- Indies, and the Eaft, the burthen wasto be borne by France;; 
and though fhe could not but feverely feel the inceflant weight, yet her pre- 
parations ftill kept pace with the extent of the fervice. 

In the commencement of the campaign the baron de Rullecourt, with a fmall 
band of adventurers, had meditated an attack on the. ifland of Jerfey j he em- 
braced the opportunity of a favourable wind^ and in the night traverfed the fea 
which feparates that ifland from France ; he landed his men at :dawn of day,* and 

' his firft iuccefs feemed to fan&ion the temerity- of the enterprize. The lieutenant- 
governor, with the principal inhabitants, were furprized, and in the moment of 
aftonifhment figned a capitulation j but the major part of the garrifon refufed to 
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accede tb the conditions; their numbers were fwelled by the natives, who had 
recovered from their fir ft panic ; and the detachment of the baron de Rullecourt 
was encompaffed and aflailed on every fide. The baron himfelf fell, gallantly 
fighting at the head of his faithful adherents, the greater part of the French- 
were either cut to pieces or taken prifoners, and a few only with better fortune- 
regained their veffels, and efcaped to the coaft of Normandy, with the melancholy 
intelligence of the fate of their companions. 

Towards the latter end of June the fleet of France, confifting of eighteen fhips 
of the line, under the command of the count de Guichen, quitted Breft, and 
joined the fleet of Spain at Cadiz. The united fquadrons, which prefented the 
formidable fpe&acle of fifty {hips of the line, fteered fouth-eaft, and detached, 
two fhips of the line, with feveral frigates, to efcort the duke de Crillon and a 
confierable body of land forces to Minorca ; the invafion of which ifland had 
been determined on by the courts of Verfailles and Madrid. After performing this. - 
fervice, the combined naval ftrength of the houfe of Bourbon directed their courfe. 
towards the Englifh coafts ;. admiral Darby, with the Britifli fleet of twenty-three 
fhips of the line, haftily retired before them into the friendly harbour.of Torbay 5, 
bljit the elements warred in favour of the Englifh ; a violent tempeft difperfed the* 
united fleets, and compelled each of them to feek fhelter from its fury in their/ 
own ports. 

The French, availed themfelves of their fuperiority at feaj to reinforce the duke, 
de Grillon in his attack on Minorca, with feveral veteran regiments, under the 
command of the. baron de Falkenheyn ; but it was in. the Weft-Indies and America, 
that their principal efforts were directed. Towards the end of March monfieur. 
de Grafle, with twenty fhips of the line, one of fifty-four guns, and feveraL 
frigates, with fixthoufand land forces, failed from Breft for Martinico. OfFForu 
Royal he difeerned the Baitifh fleet of feventeen fail, of the line commanded by; 
admiral Hood. The convoy with which monfieur de Grafle was encumbered,, 
compelled him at fir ft to prepare for a&ion with caution ; but four fhips of the. 
line having eluded the endeavours of the Britifli admiral, and joined the French-, 
from Fort- Royal, he now determined to avail himfelf of this decided fuperiority, J 
and to bring on a general engagement. In the mean time, the Englifh had been.*, 
reinforced alfo by a fhip of feventy-four guns, and their commander, difplayed: 
admirable fkill in his manoeuvres ; yet the advantages of the French were numerous : 
and evident, and a conflict of three hours was only terminated by night. . On the.: 
return of. day monfieur de Grafle would have renewed the engagement.; but the. 

Englifh, who had fuffered Teverely, bore away to Antigua ; they were purfued by. 
the French, who, incapable of forcing them, under the batteries of that ifland,. 
dire&ed their operations to the. redu&ion of the Britifli fettlements. 

In the beginning of the war France. had been feverely mortified by the lofs of. 
St;. Lucia, and fhe now afpired to the recovery of that ifland ; great part of the; 

Englilh garrifon had been drafted away for.thexapture of St. Eufhtius, . a wealthy; 
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fettlement belonging to the Dutch ; and while the captors revelled in theft fpoils, 
the marquis de Bouille, whofe enterprifing genius had already been repeatedly 
difplayed, with the vifcount Damas, and a confiderable body of troops, landed 
on St. Lucia. They immediately occupied the town of Gros-Iflet, and fummoned 
brigadier-general St. Leger, the commanding officer, to furrender; but (he mar- 
quis was foon convinced that the ftrength of the Englifh far exceeded what the 
natives, impatient to return under the government of France, had defcribed a 
greater objed:, and lefs difficult of accefs, was in view ; and the French com- 
mander, having difguifed his intentions from the enemy, by every preparation for 
a vigorous affault, fuddenly reimbarked his troops in the night, and fleered his 
courfe towards Tobago. 

Againft that ifland he had previoufly detached a fmall French fquadron, with a 
considerable body of troops, under the condudt of monfieur de Blanchelande, late 
governor of St. Vincent's. The feeble garrifon of Tobago, fcarce amounting to 
five-hundred men gradually retired before the invaders to Concordia, a high 
ground, naturally ftrong, and which commands a view of both fides of the ifland. 
They were there invefled by monfieur de Blanchelande ; and the marquis de 

Bouille, foon after arriving with the fleet of France, aifumed-the fupreme com- 
mand. 

Though that nobleman was pofTefTed of fuch a fuperiority in the number of his 
troops, yet the refinance of the garrifon of Tobago was long and obftinate j 
during fix days in the poll of Concordia they maintained an undaunted counten- 
ance ; and when the French had occupied }he adjacent hills, which in. fome 
- meafure commanded the poft, the Englifh oh a fuuden quitted it, and retreated 
to another itation almoft equally ftrong, and at a confiderable dirtance. 

But thefe efforts, though they protracted, could not avert the final fubmiflion 
of the ifland ; the ardour of the marquis de Bouille was increafed by the difficul- 
ties that fucceffively arofe ; under a burning fun, he in perfon conduced his 
troops through the mod intricate paffages of the ifland ; to unite terror to force, 
he reduced to afhes two of the neighbouring and moft capital plantations ; a fqua- 
dron, that had been difpatched by admiral Rodney to the relief of Tobago., had 
been chaced,.and with difficulty efcaped the purfuit of the French fleet, and the 
inhabitants, hopelefs of fuccour, at length confented to furrender. The marquis, 
ihftead of being irritated by the obftacles their perfeverence had prefented, difplayed 
an example of generofity worthy of imitation by all other fuccefsful commanders, 
and granted to the vanquifhed the fame favourable conditions as had been granied 
to the inhabitants of Dominica. 

Tobago had fcarce fubmitted to the dominion of France, before the Britifh fleet, 
under admiral Rodney, appeared in fight. Monfieur de Graffe immediately got 
under fail, an I offered his rival battle ; the Englifh, informed of the total lok of 
the ifland, the relief of which was moft probably their fole objeft, thought proper 
to decline the encounter ; and the French admiral, infiiead of confuming his hours 
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;in a fruitifefs pursuit, . re-convoyed the marquisJcleBouille to Martimpo/ touched afc 
the Havannah to receive aconfidefrableTupply of money, and, with twenty -eight 
fail of the line and feveril frigates direfted his courlfe towards America, and 
anchored in the Chefapeak the laft.day of Auguft. 

From the defertion of General Arnold, the principal army of the Americans 
under general Wafhington had remained in a fiate of ina&ion within their lines 
near NewrYork, and were content with vigilantly, obferving the Britifh comman- 
der at that place, who feemed fatisfied with maintaining "his ground, without 
attempting to extend his limits The French under count Rochambeair, incapable 
of undertaking any important enterprife alone, had diligently employed themfelves 
in ftrengthening the fortifications of Rhode-Ifland. But the war that languifhed 
in this quarter, was revived with increafe of fury in the fouthern provinces. In 
South and North-Carolina, and Virginia, a variety of obftinate and indecifive 
engagements 'had taken place between the generals Gates, Greene, and Sumpter, 
in the fervice of the United States ; and the lords Cornwallis and Rawdon, who 
commanded the Britifh forces. At Cam ien general Gates had fuffered a fevere 
defeat from an interior army. under lord Cornwallis; and though that nobleman 
had afterwards in his turn reafon to lament the viciflitudes of wa;, and was morti- 
fied by the total definition of feveral detachments, yet a fecond victory that he 
♦obtained at Guildford, in North- Carolina, over general Greene, had confirmed 

his reputation, and extended the terror of his arms throughout the adjacent 
country. 

The minifters of Great Britain had early entertained an opinion that feems to 
have accompanied them throughout the whole courfe of the war; and the idea 
that the greateft part of the Americans were ftill inclined to fubmit to the ancient 
form of government, was induftrioufly inculcated in England, where it was 
'neceffary to deceive the people into the pecuniary grants requifite for the conti- 
* nuance of hoftilities , but the fallacy of this opinion was fufficiently expofed by 
the vi&ories of lord Cornwallis ; even after the fplendid a&ion of Guildford, the 

friends that joined the Britifh ftandard were kw, and inconfiderable in point of 
confequence ; and the vi&orious commander was foon obliged to. abandon the 
'fcene of his triumph, and confult his fafety by a precipitate, retreat into the 
province of Virginia, * 

The Englifh had fome time before detached their new convert Arnold, to in- 
vade that country, which, interfered with wide and navigable rivers, afforded a 
proper theatre for their naval exertions, and which had largely contributed from 
its flouriihing plantations to furnifh the refources of Congrefs. The ardour of 
that officer, in the caufe he had lately efpoufed, was not inferior .to that which he 
had formerly difplayed in the fervice of the United States.. His ravages, foon 
drew the attention of general Wafhington ; and the marquis de la'Fayette> was 
detached with a fmall but feleft corps to obferve his motions and harafs his rear. 
The French at Rhode-ifland alfo thought that a proper opportunity offered of 
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atoning for their former ina&ivity; and that they might render a moft effectual 

fervice to their allies, by cutting off the retreat of Arnold and his party from 

the Chefapeak. To reconnoitre that bay they difpatched a fliip of the line and 
fome frigates ; this fmall fquadron fell in with and captured the Romulus, a 
Britifh man of war of forty-four guns ; and foon after count Rochambeau having, 
embarked the land forces, with the French fleet under monfieur Ternay, failed 
from Rhode-ifland. 

A dreadful tempeft had driven the Englifli fleet from its ftation before that 
ifland ; but monfieur Ternay had fcarce made Cape-Henry, before he was dif~ 

agreeably furprifed by the appearance of the Britifh fquadron under admiral 
Greaves ; an a&ion immediately enfued, which though indecifive, and attended 
with no particular lofs on either fide, yet fo far difabled the French {hips, as to 
render it prudent to return to Rhode-Ifland, and difconcerted the fanguine hopes 
they had formed of affording their allies the moft effential aflifiance. 

In the interval general Clinton had ftrongly reinforced the detachment in Vir- 
ginia, and nominated to the chief command of it general Phillips, an officer of 
approved abilities. The inferiority of the marquis de la Fayette allowed him 
only to obferve the motions of the enemy, and while he remained on the oppofite 
fide of James-River, he witnefted with indignation thofe devaflations which he 
was too weak to reftrain. 

It was at this critical jun&ure, when general Phillips had juft fallen a vi&im to ' 
the freat of the climate, and the fatigues he had endured in a toilfome and de- 
fultory war* that lord Cornwallis, unable any longer to fubfift in the exhaufted 
province of Carolina, directed his attention to Virginia ; with, his way-worn army 
he traverfed a hoftile country of above three hundred miles, and arrived at 
Peterfburg a few days after general Phillips had breattied his laft. He immediately, 
affumed the chief command, was reinforced by about two thoufand infantry from - 
New- York, and difplayed that active vigour, the prominent feature of his chare- 
ter. He completed the devaftation which had been left unfinished by Arnold,, 
pufhed his fuccefs as far as Williamfburg,. the capital of Virginia, on his retreat de- 
feated a considerable corps which the marquis de la Fayette preffed forward to im- 
pede his paffage of James-River, and eftablifhed his place of arms at York>Town, . 
fttuated on the banks of the river cf that name, and which, as it was navigable 
for fliips of great fize and burthen,, enabled him to receive any fuccours or fup- - 
port by fea. 

This poft, which at leafl promifed fecurity, lord Cornwallis diligently applied J 
himfelf to fortify; but. the hour was. now rapidly approaching, deftined to ter— 

minate the carreer of that commander, and by a decifive blow finally to eftablifh 

the independence of America. By : a fer ies of the moft artful, addrefs, general 
Wafliington had deceived his antagonift Clinton; count de Rochembeau had • 



pafled over. from. Rhode-Ifland $ , and. in conjun&ion. with .the American. army 9 
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menaced New- York with an immediate attack; that poft, with its dependencies,. 

■was kept in a continual ftate of alarm for above fix weeks ; when the combined 
army of French and Americans rapidly traverfed the Jerfeys, croffed the Dela- 
ware, paffed through Philadelphia, and arrived at the head of the river Elk, at 
4:he bottom of the Chefapeak. 

On the fame day monfieur de Graffe, with his fleet from the Weft- Indies, > 
arrived alfo in the bay, where, after blocking up York-River, he inftantly ap- 
plied himfelf to fecure the river James, which he occupied with his armed veffels 
and his cruifers to a confiderable diftance ; by this manoeuvre he not only pre- 
cluded lord CornwalHs from any retreat to the Carolinas, but alfo was enabled 
to convey in fecurity the marquis de Saint Simon, with three thoufand three hun- 
dred land forces from the Weft -Indies, eighteen leagues up that river, where he 
formed a junflion with the marquis de la Fayette, who had already been reinforced: 
by general Wayne, and the fuccours from Pennfylvania. 

The fleet of monfieur de Graffe confided of twenty four fhips of the line;; 
and the approach of the Britifli fquadron of nineteen Ihips of. the line under the . 
admirals Greaves and Hood, might rather have furnifhed matter of exultation than, 
dread •> but the operations of monfieur de Graffe chiefly tended to the reduction ; 
of lord ComwalhVs army at York- Town ; he expected every hour to be joined : 
by the fquadron from Rhode-Ifland, commanded fince the death of monfieur Ter-- 
nay, by monfier de Barras, whom he knew had already failed with feverai trans- 
ports, and a train of artillery for the fiegeof York-Town, and fifteen hundred of 
Kis feamen were ftill employed in traufporting the French troops up James River* 
Under thefe circumftances he considered it as unadvifable to hazard much ; and: 
though he ftood out to fea, and engaged the Englifli fleet, he was fatisfied with \ 
maintaining the honour of the flag of France ; and without attempting to improve * 
his advantage, he retired to his former ftation in Chefapeak bay, where he- was ; 
foon after ftrengthened by the arrival of * monfieur de Barras. 

The united forces of France and America now diligently proceeded clofely to> 
iriveft lord Corn wallis, who with feven thoufand feleft troops ftill occupied York- - 
Town, The count de Rochambeau, and the marquis de la Fayette, with an equal 1 
number of French, extended from the river above the town to a morafs in the. 
centre, where they met the Americans under Wafliington, who occupied the 
oppofite fide from the river to that fpot; Monfieur de Graffe was entirely mafter 
of Chefapeak-bay ; . and the duke of Lauzun with his legion, and a body of Viru 
ginia -militia under general Wieden, already preffed the poftat Gloucefter-Point, 
which , was defended by colonel Tarletoa with . about fix hundred infantry and ? 
cavalry. 

Thus having furrounded their prey oft every quarter, the different commanders ; 
began to urge their attacks with a- vivacity that precluded every hope of .relief 
the works of the Englifli were penetrated by an hundred pieces of heavy ordi- 
nance J- their defences were in many places ruined j and jnoft of their guns were .: 
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Jilenced; two fedoubt§'ftill incommoded the progrgfeof the allied army, but the 

irenches had fcar.ce been opened a week before it was determined to attack thefe 
as fopn as the approach of the evening fhould conceal the motions of thp aflail- 
ants- To balance the honour as well g.s the duty between both natiops, the attack 
of one was committed to the French, and of the other to the Americans, The 
former advanced with that impetuofity which ever has been their charatleriftic ; 
.-and though the refiftance of the Englilh was firm and gallant, they were at lengtji 
;driyen from their poft, and the flandard of France was difplayed from the re- 
doubt ; the Americans on their fide had been equally fuccefsful, and the fate of 
lord Cornwallis appeared unavoidable ; fome damage occafioned by two failles 
-that he had made was quickly repaired ; and his attempt to efcape to the oppofite 
fide of the river was fruftrated by the tempeftuous weather and the vigilance of 
ithe French (hips of war. 

The ardour of count Rochambeau and general Wafhington was ftimulated by 
the rumour of relief from general Clinton; and ten days after the trencht-s were 
firft opened, every preparation was made for a final aflault ; but this fcene of 
carnage was averted by the prudence of the Britifh commander, who, fenfibie of 
his hopelefs fituation, refplved not to facri .ee wantonly the lives of the gallant 
men entrufted to his care : he accordingly opened a negociation, by which the 
troops under his command fubmitted to become prifppers of war ; the Guadaloup? 
frigate of twenty- four guns, with feveral tranfp.orts, and fifteen hundred feameh, 
in the divifion of the l'poils were affigned to monfieur de. Graffe, in return for 
the French naval power and afliftance ; but the land fprces, ampunting to 
between five and fix thoufand men, became the captives of the United States pf 
America. . . 

. Such was the important and decifive atchievepient pf; France and America, 
which may be confidered as ultimately fealing the independence of the latter,. 
The conduct of the French officers in the mom nt of viftpry had been as confpi- 
cuous for humanity, as their valour had been difUngvu&ed.jn the hour pf danger ; 
fuch was the teftimony of the vanquifhed commander, who, in his official dif- 
patches to the minilters of Great-Britain, declared " their deljeare fenfibjlity of 
our fituation, their generous . and prefSng offers of money, both public and 
private to any amount, has really gone beyond wha£ I can poffibly defcribe; 
" and will I hope make an impreflion on the bread of every Britifh officer, when- 
ever the fortune of war (hould put any of them into our pojver." 
It was not alone the elder branch of the hpufe of Bourbon that triumphed on 
the northern comment of America* An armament had been, fitted out by Spain 
from the Havannah, and though at firft it was fcattered by a fudden and violent 
tempelt, yet a perfevering people continued their attempts, penetrated di ep into 
.Well- Florida, and with. an army of eight -thoufand men, inverted Penfacola, the 
-capital of that province j general Campbell* the governor, made a gallant defence ; 

h&t the yreaknefs of iiis garrifon .compelled him at length t& fi)jr§fl4er» The 
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•Spaniards, bravfe themfelves, tefpefted the valour of their enemy,; the mpft fa- 
vourable terms of capitulation were -granted, and the ftandard of Spain was 
ere&ed on the walls of ^Penfacola. 

But Gibraltar, the favourite, obj'eft of the m court of Madrid, ftili continued 
to dferide her attempts, and fruftrate her inceffant enterprifes. A fcheme to de- 
stroy the Panther and Experiment, two Britifh (hips of war, :by *neans of fire 
Ihips, was rendered abortive by the vigilance and intrepidity of the "Englifh cap- 
tains ; and Spain, throughout the whole fiege, had reafoh to regret her treafures 
lavifhly expended, and her troops fruitlefsly employed. 

Holland, unprepared abroad and difunited at home, was an ally that claimed 
the more immediate attention and fupport of the court ; of Verfailles ; in the Weft- 
Indies the Britifh commanders had eagerly invaded the lfland of St. Euftatius.; 
that fettlement during the war had become the general magazine of all nations ; 
and the valuable commodities which it contained, became a prey to the iapacny 
*of the vi&ors. Yet the conquerors reaped not that advantage which they ex- 
pe&ed from their indifcriminate confifcation ; feveral of the vefiels richly laden 
with fpoil were intercepted on their voyage to Europe, and even in fight of the 
Britifh coaft, ; by monfieur de la Motte Piquet, who was cruizing off the Lizard 
wifh fix (hips -of the line and five frigates* And before the clofe of the year the 
ifland itfelf was recovered by the a&ivity of the marquis de Bouille, who fudden- 
:ly landed with .a felefit body of troops from Martinico, furprifed colonel Cock- 
burn ;ihe-Englifhfcorirrtandant, and reftbred St. Eluftatius to .the dominion of the 
(Dutch, the very day before count de Graffe caft anchor at Fort- Royal from his 
decifive triunlph on the coaft of America. 

But it \vas in the Eaft that the republic of Holland was moft vulnerable.; and 

her exclufive poffellions of the fpice iflands, her wealthy and populous fettleinent 
•of Batavia, afforded the moft fafcinating allurements to the avarice df her ene- 
mies. In the beginning of the war France had received with indignation the 
intelligence that hbr fettle'ments throughout Afia had been fwept away by the 
ipbwer of the Englifh; 4he therefore readily .liftened to propofals which tended 
-to reftore her own colonies in the Eaft, and to fecure thofe of her ally -> (he figned 
a treaty with the republic, which was to put ; her troops in poffeflioli of the Cape 
of Good Hope, a port on the African cbaft, % the moft convenient for 'refrefh- 
ments on the long voyage to 'India ; and fhe alio engaged to detach an arma- 
ment to act in -conjunction -with the Dutch /forces in the Eaft. 

To fulfil this -treaty, at theTame time that the count de Grafie Tailed from Brefl 
to the Weft • Indies, monfieur de iSuftrein with five (hips of the line and a con- 
fiderable body of land forces was detached to the Eaft, 4 and tin Cape of Good 
Hope. On his arrival at St, Jago, one of the Cape de Verd iflands, he difcerned 
a Britifti fquadroh of nearly equal force at anchor within the harbour this had 
.Tailed from .England under the conduct of commodore Johnftone, much about 
* . lit. $M 
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the fame time as Suffrein had quitted Breft, and was defigned to furprife the 
Dutch fettlement at the Cape of Good Hope. The impetuofity of SufFrein, who 
was fenfible how deeply the interefts of his country were concerned in the de- 
duction of this armament, prevailed over his refpeft to the crown of Portugal ; 

and he hefitated not to enter a neutral harbour as an enemy, and to attack the 
Englifh. But though in this enterprife he difplayed the molt daring fpirit and 
undaunted refolution, yet all the efforts of courage ferved only to expofe his 
fliips to the definitive fire of his adverfary, who derived advantages from his 
fituation that neither {kill nor courage could compenfate. The French commander 
was reluctantly compelled to abandon the attack, and after touching at the Cape 
of Good Hope, and reinforcing that fettlement with a fufficient number of troops, 
to fecure it from infult, he fleered to the illand of Mauritius, to join the count 
d'Orves, who, after the lofs of Pondicherry, had afiembled at that place the 
fcattered remnant of the French forces. 

g 

But while France rather hoped than expe&ed to eflablifli her ancient power 
and influence on the coaft of Corontandel, her ambitious views were feconded by 
a new and formidable enemy to Great-Britain, who fuddenly burfting through 
the unguarded paffes, deluged with his myriads the devoted fettlements of the 
Englifh. This daring invader was Hyder-Ali, whofe fuccefsful ambition had 
railed him from an humble fituation to an extenfive empire in the Eaft, and who 
had eftablifhed fuch a military force as India had never beheld, and was thought 
incapable of producing. He had more than once difputed the honour of vi&ory 
with the Englifh EaftJndia Company; and though frequently defeated, yet he 
ftill appeared terrible, and had even -menaced with 1 his martial fquadrons the. 
capital of the vi&ors, who were confounded by the rapid evolutions of a cavalry- 
that precluded all flight, and derided all purfuit. 

In the hour of prefumptuous confidence, the Englifh had violated the dignity* 
of his throne by the reduction of Mahe, a French fettlement eftablifhed within 
his dominions, and under his prote&ion. This infult had awakened thofe refent- 
ments which had rather been fufpended than* extinguifhed by former treaties-; the. 
fupinenefs of the government of Madras encouraged his hopes ; he penetrated 
through the ghauts, or narrow pafles in the mountains, which feperate his territo- 
ries from thofe of the Englifh, and with, a celerity that exceeds defcription, ex- 
tended his bloody ravages over the face of the Carnatic. A confiderable 

detachment, the flower of the Englifh army on that coaft, was overwhelmed after 
a gallant refiftance by the irrcfiftable weight of his cavalry. General Munro, 
who commanded the principal army belonging to the fettlement of Madras, was 
reduced .to retreat befor'e the torrent of his arms ; Madras even trembled for her 
fafety ; and the progrefs .of the vi&or was only checked by the arrival of general 
Coote with a large reinforcement from the province of Bengal. After an obfti* 
nate conflift Hyder was compelled to relinquifh the field to the fuperior Ikill of 
that veteran commander, and the persevering valour of his troops. j. but his nu? 
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merous cavalry were fiili fpread over the fertile fields of the Carnatie, and ex- 
tended'on every fide the terror of his name. 

It was under the preflure of this unexpe&ed and formidable invafion that the 
Englifh firft received the intelligence of a rupture with the United States of Hol- 
land i and they difplayed no fmall degree of vigour in crufhing the fettlenients.of 
this new enemy before they could co-operate, or receive afliftance from Hyder ; 
in Bengal, Chinfura ; on the coaft of Coromandel, Negapatam ; and Trincomale 
in the ifland of Ceylon, were furprized or reduced by the Englifh ; and Holland 

beheld with terror the ftorm that threatened her fettlements in Sumatra, Java, 
and the Moluccas. 

. But if in the* Eaft and* Weft-Indies the Dutch fcarce difplayed the fhadow of 

refiftance, in Europe they difcovered a degree of refolution that aftoniflied their 

friends, appalled their enemies, and reftored that reputation for patient and obfti- 
.nate courage, which had emancipated them from the fetters of the houfe of Au- 
ftria, and had raifed them to conteft with Great-Britain the dominion of the feas. 
The Dogger-bank was the fcene where the Dutch and Englilh encountered each 
other with equal valour and mutual animofity ; their fquadrons, which confiited of 
the fame number of fliips, feemed animated with a rage that knew no alternative be- 
tween vidtory and death. The difabled ftate of their veffels compelled at length the 
combatants to defift ; and though the Dutch, by retiring to their harbours, ac- 
knowledged the viftory to the Englifh, yet thefe were incapable of improving 
their advantage, and were glad alfo to (helter their fhattered fliips in port. 

But whatever fatisfaclion France might derive from the fpirit of her ally, it 
ferved not to counterbalance that difcontent with which the people in general 
beheld the difmiffal of a minifler in whom they placed the moll unbounded confix 
'dence. Monfieur Necker, in the management of the finances had acquired the 
reputation of activity, induftry, and fevere integrity ; he had conceived the 
arduous, but popular projeft of maintaining a war by loans without taxes ; and* 
the rigid economy that he had introduced into all the departments of the royai 
houftioid, and. the various refources that prefented themfelves to his fertile genius, 
had fupported him amidft the difficulties that attended this fyftem. But his aufterity 
of temper, had not rendered him equally acceptable to the fovereign and his 
fubje&s ; the repeated reforms he had recommended, were reprefented as incon- 

fiftent with the dignity of the crown;, he was difmiffed from his office of comp- 
troller-general, and monfieur Jolide Fleuri, counfellor of ftate, was appointed 
to that important department. 

The birth of the dauphin clofed the memorable occurrences of the year, and' 
though it could not extinguifh the regret, ferved to divert the attention of the 
Parisians ; the young prince was baptifed by the cardinal de Rohan ; the count of 
Provence and the princefs Elizabeth, reprefented as fponfors the emperor of 
Germany and the princefs of Piedmont, and bellowed on, their royal nephew, the* 
names of Lewis, Jofeph, Xavier, and Francis, 



4 



5o6 HISTORY OF fRATCE. £1782, 

* • A, D. The advantages which, at the tftffe bf the laft fcaiftj>%*, had 

been obtained by the arms of France, \Verfe at the eoihm'ehc'enieAt of this, dili* 
gently htiprbved by thfe mihifters of Lewis j ahd the greateft exei'tioris frere called 
forth by the houfe of Bourbon to bring the war to a fpeedy and Taccefsful coh- 
ciufion. The fiegS of Minorca, which had been undertaken in th6 preceding 
year, was terminated in the beginning of thfe prefent by tht furrender of St. 
Philips ; the garrifoh were made prifoners of War ; ahd their commander, general 

Murray, acknowledged in the mod exprefe terms the humane treatment they 

experienced from the vi&orious leaders, the duke de Crillon ahd the baron d«- 
Falkenhayen. 

The capture of the army under lord Corhwallis had inured thie independence 
of America, and the fubfequent operations in that quarter were confined to fome 
faint ftruggles made by the Englifh in the Carolinas and Georgia. France was no\* 
at leifure to dirett her attention to the Eaft and Weft-Indies; ahd monfteur de Graffe 
from the Ghefapeak had fleered his courfe to Martinico ; his naval force, when col- 
lected, confifted of thirty fhips of the line; but he had already detached four to con- 
voy from St. Domingo the homeward bound trade to Europe. The court of Vet*- 
failles, to fupply this deficiency, had fitted out at Breft hine fhips of the line, under tht 
command of the marquis de Vaudreuil; thefe were accompanied by a numerous 
"convoy of tranfports, deftined for the fervice of the Eaft and Weft : and they 
were efcorted by the count de Guichen, who failed aft the fame time with ten fhips 
of the line to join the grand-fleet of Spairi off Cadiz. Off Scilly they were 
intercepted by the Britilh flfeet of thirteen fhips of thie line under admiral Kempenfelt; 
the admirable manoeuvres of that officer were feconded by the favourable ftate of the 
wind, and the count de Guichen had the mortification to behold his convoy difperfed, 
and feveral of th^m taken by an inferior force. He himfeif continued his courfe to 
'Cadiz, while the marquis de Vaudreuil, having detached part of his fquadton to 

the Cape of Good Hope, with the reft joined ihohfreur dfe Graffe at Martinico. 

That commander imihediately prepared to aVail himfeif of his decided fuperi- 
ority over the Englifh fquadroii in thofe feas. With the marquis de Bouille, who 
had already erected the ftandard of France oh the ifland of Nevis, he planned 

the Attack of St. Chriftopher's, ohe of the riioft cdrifiderable of the Weft-India 

iflands that yet remained to Grfeat-Britain. The marquis landed with eight thou- 
sand men ahd a formidable train of artillery, while the count de Graffe, occupied 
^with his fleet Baffeterrfc-road, and feem to preclude every hdpe of relief; general 
Frazer, the Englifh commander, immediately retired to Brimftbne-hill, a ftrong 
- poft, which he declared he Would defend to the laft extremity. But the operations 
fc)f the French werfe fodn niter rupted, by the appearance of a Brhifh fqhadron of 
twenty two fhips of the line, conduced by admiral Hood., an officer of approved 
ikill and experience. The count de Grafle, whbfe naVal force confifted of twenty- 
ftine large fhips, liefitated hot to quit his ftationto encounter his'darifrgadverfary. 
The a&ion was partial and indecifiVe j but in the Cotirfe of it admiral Hd'od, by a 
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fudden change of difpofition, deceived the' count de Graffe, eluded Ins attack,, 

and prefling towards the ifland, gained the, very anchorage in Baffeterre-road which 

the French fleet had quitted. , * • 

Though the count de Graffe could not but admire the fuperior d.exterity of his 

adverfary, he was by no means inclined to" leave hiiji in quiet poffeffioii : of : his 

advantage. The next morning with his whole. force he attacked the Englifh 

fquadron from van to rear ; but thefe fuftained with a fteady fire the repeated 

efforts of the French ; and though the count in the courfe of the evening renewed 

the attempt, the damage that his Ihips had incurred compelled him relu&antly'to 
defift. 

The marquis de Bouille could not be. indifferent to the operations of the hoftile 
-fleets:, whofe fate was likely to involve his own ; but inftead of defponding or 
endeavouring to retreat, he pufhed his attacks with encreafe of ardour. Brim- 
ftone-Hill was clofely inverted on every fide ; and while he confided the blockade 
of that poflf to the marquis of St. Simon, he himfelf marched with four-thoufand 
troops to encounter a detachment that had been landed from the Britifh fhips. 
Although the ftrong fituation and number of thefe, amounting to two-thoufand 
four-hundred men, rendered an aflault imprudent, yet the marquis continued 
vigilantly to obferve their motions ; till, hopelefs of joining or fuccouring their 
countrymen, they re-embarked ; in the mean time every 
employed in the annoyance of the Englifh entrenched oa Brimftone-Hill ; the 
•marquis* de Bouille had again refumed the command of the befiegers ; and the 
: inceffant fire of his artillery had reduced the works and buildings to a heap of 
wins. The Englifh, under the terror of immediate deflruclion, confented to 
furrender a poft that they were incapable .of defending any longer; and the 
-humanity of the marquis granted the fame favourable terms of capitulation as had 
•been agreed upon at the reduction of Dominica. 

The Englifh admiral was no fooner informed of the fate of St. Chriftophers, 
than he determined to abandon a fituation which was no longer either fecure or 
j ufeful ; and this refolution he executed with a fecrecy and celerity that prevented 
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' he cut his cables ; and failing from Baffeterre- Road, dire&ed his courfe towards 
Barbadoes, in hopes of joining a confiderable fquadron that was hourly expected 

from England ; while the count de Graffe and the marquis de Bouille, after the 
reduftion of Montferrat, returned to Martinico. 

In that road had been affembled one hundred and fifty tranfports, with a large 
quantity of artillery, and a confiderable body of land forces. — Thefe were deftined 
for an enterprize which, had it proved fuccefsful, mufl have extinguifhed in the 
Weft-Indies the power of Great Britain. The count de Graffe, whofe fleet already 
•amounted to thirty-three fail of the line fit for attion, was to have.been joined by 
a ftrong Spanifh fquadron from -the Havannah ; and the united force of the houfe 
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of Bburbon- was to have been dire&ed againft Jamaica-, the moil flourifliing fettle* 
ment belonging to the Englifh in that quarter of the globe. 

In purfuance of this delign, the count quitted Fort-Royal bay about the begin- 
ning of April, to proceed to the place of his deftination ; but he fcarce loft fight 
of the ifland of Martinico, before he defcried the Britifli fleets commanded by 
admiral Rodney, and by late reinforcements from Europe fwelled to thirty. fix 
fail of the line. He immediately hoifted the fignal for action, and fuftained with 
great gallantly the attack of the enemy ; but intent on the -grand object of 
$hs courts he availed himfelf of a favourable wind., and bore away towards 
-Guadaloupe. 

' But that prbfperous foiitufte which -hitherto had attended the enterprises of 
France, on this occafion deferfced her. — In the late a&ion the Zele, a feventy-four, 
fed buffered -material damage^ and though the count de GraiTe had gained a con- 
siderable ftart of admiral Rodney, yet the Shattered condition of that ftiip allowed 
%er not ; to keep up -with the reft of tihe fleet. The French admiral was now 
reduced to the p&inful alternative of hazarding the fuccefe of his expedition by 
afecond a&ion, or to indure the difgrace of abandoning 'the Zele a prey to the 
purfuing enemy. 

On this trying ofccafion he determined to preferve inviolate the honour of the 
Ftertch flag ; and though his judgment ha? been arraigned, fince, in relinquifhing 
the Zele, and had ening to join the Spanifh fquadron^ he might have feverely. 
revenged the lo'fs of that fhip by the probable redu&ion of Jamaica, yet the -more 
honourable refolutiori was in fame meafure fan&ioned by the : ftate of the fleet 
under his command, and the probability that this engagement, like all the pre<* 
Ceding ones, might prove indecifive. 

In this hope he bore down tofuccour the Zele, and compelled the moft forward 
-of the Englifh fhips to retire at the moment that they were ready to attack her j 
the approach of night precluded all immediate a£tion; but in the morning tfye. 
"French admiral found the Englifh had gained the wind of him* and that he muft ftake 
the fortune of France on a decifive engagement. This was continued from feven.. 
in the morning till half paft fix in the evening, -when the fetting fun put an end to 
the contefl and to the hopes of France. The Viliede Paris, of one hundred and 
ten guns, commanded by count de Graflfe himfetfy the {ylofcieux*, the He&or, and : 
theCsefarof feventy-four, with the Ardent of fixty-four, were compelled to ftrike. 
to the fuperior fortune of Great-Britain; the Csefar fbon after caught fire and 
blew up ; while the marquis de Vaudreuil colle&ed part of the fcattered fleet, and 1 
ivith nineteen fliips of the line efcaped to Martinieo -> the reft, fhattered and i 
idifperfed, endeavoured to reach- -the neareft ports and elude the; purfuk of the 
Vi8ror<. 

If : the prudence off' the count de- Giraffe was in fome meafure impeached, his- 
trourage was univerfally acknowledged : though wounded, he defended his dip 

to thelaft extremity ; and before- he r confented to ftrike. his.ftag ? : the.¥ille de 
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Paris refenfbled a Creole. He ^was received oh board the Saiifleur with thofe 

marks of refpeft that the brave never fail to .fliew to /each other.; after continuing 

a fliort time at Jamaica, he was conveyed to England, and was there honourea 
by the con ft ant attention of the royal family <; while the applaufe;tff the'mtiltitudfe,, 

who admired the perfonal gallantry of their enemy? contributed to 'foath-ltfe 

painful recolle&ion of defeat. 

. The misfortunes of France ended not with the twelfth of Aipsil. The'Cata 
and the Jafon, two men of war of fi&ty-tfbur .guns each, with the Amiable *if 
tiixrty-two, and the Ceres of eighteen guns, were taken by a fquadron under 
admiral $5ood, detached from main E'nglifh fleets; -the -fame baneful influents 
feemed^alfoto extend to OEuFq'pe ; and in that month the $?egafe tff tfeventy-fcmr 
guns, :and the AJClionnaire <tff fixty-four, which' had failed afrom iBrdft fbr thfe 
Eafblndies, "with ttfn fhips of their convoy were Captured (by ithe Englifh ofiT 
Ufbant. 

The marquis de Vaudreuil, -after the late defeat, fieered with "the 'remnant of " 
the fleet that he could cdlledl from 'Cape^Francois to America ; but riftng under 
theprefTure'tif calamity, he previously detached anonfieffir iPeyroufe in the Sceptre 
of feventy-four g-utte, with two 'laTge frigates, agairtftthe remote pofleffions and: 

property of the Englrfh Kudfon*s 'Bay Company- As the marquis was unac- 
quainted -with the defencelds ft&te of thefe Settlements, he added three hundred: 

foldier*, with foftie -mortar s and cannon 'for the fieges that -might prefem thsm*- 

felves. 

But the only difficulties that 'fnonfieur ^Pfeyi-oufe •encoitntered vtrefe thofe whidh: 
attended the navigation of obfeure ftreights^ and gulphs, among the frozen regions 
of the north j and for three weeks, from the moment that they pafled theiflands. 
ef Refolution, which mark the entrance into Hudfon^s^traits, they were 4a* 
ceffantly expofed to new and imminent peril; notwithftanding the -power of the- 
fun in the month of July, the fhips at one time were fo faft locked up in the : 

ice, that the feamen went on foot from one to the other ; and when after they 

had extricated themfelves, things appeared fo hopelefs, that monfieur Peyroufe e vefa, . 
meditated on fending -back the Sceptre with one of the frigates to the Weft- 
Indies, and of wintering ^hitrifelf with the other frigate and a part of the troop* 
in the -Bay.- So Tevere a trial of his cbnftancy was however prevented by the: 
appearance of a firtaH opening in the ice two days afterwards ; through this the 1 
fliips forced their way with a prefs of fail, and afterwards difcovered, to their no 
ftnall joy, the Englifh cctars -flying from a fort on -the -banks *df ChurchiiK- 

- If. the toils and dangers of the voyage had been great, fome compenfation was . 
Afforded by the facility -of the conqueft ; the forts of the HudfonVBay Company * 
Weie only gamfoned by a motley crew of {tore-keepers, clerks, and fervants, who * 
forreadered on t'he -fit ft appearance of an European ^enerny. Some few fought 1 

flielter in the-deep and impenetrable, woods $ and monfieur Peyroufe* having by the ; 
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deftruction of the forts and merchandise completed the objeft of. his expedition* 
had yet the . humane precaution- to preferve one of the magazines, in which he 
depofited. provifions, arms, and ammunition, for the ufe and fubfiftence of the 
fugitives who had. eluded his purfuit, and who during the long and approachin 
winter could not haive received any relief from home. 

While France in every quarter of the globe difplayed that a£tive fpirit which 
could not be reprefied by defeat, the patient courage of the Spaniards, was ftill 
exercifed in the fiegeof Gibraltar. The duke de Crillon, adorned with the laurels 
of Minorca, afpired to additional fame from this more .arduous enterprife; and 
the count d'Artois, and the duke of Bourbon, difdaining the eafe and luxury of 
Verfailles, animated the camp of St- Roche by their prefence. But they had fcarce 
arrived before they endured the mortification .of beholding the principal works of 
the befiegers deftroyed. A heavy fire of hot fhot and fnells from the batteries of 
the garrifon foon communicated the deftru&ive flames to the batteries and maga- 
zines of the Spaniards, and the labour of months was confumed in a few hours. 

Yet the court of Madrid though often baffled, ftill perfevered ; and to preclude 
the garrifon of Gibraltar from the hope of relief, the combined fleets of France 
and Spain, confiding of forty-four fhips of the line, were directed to block up the 
harbour* This was but the .prelude to a new and different mode of attack, 
which had long been meditated, and on which the moft fanguine expectations 
were grounded. Ten (hips of different fizes, from fix hundred to fourteen hun- 
dred tons burthen, were converted into floating batteries. They were fecured 

by every art that ingenuity could devife, and provided with every ofFenfive or 
defenfive material that experience fuggefted, or the wealth of Spain could furnifh. 
Two hundred and twelve brafs guns, each of them carrying balls of twenty-fix 
pounds, menaced from their maffy decks immediate deftru&ion ; they were fup- 
ported by a fufficient number of frigates ; and three hundred larg3 boats were 
alfo collected for the conveyance of the troops that were ready to avail themfelves 
of the confufion of the garrifon, and the breaches that it was expected the float- 
ing batteries muft foon occafion. But Gibraltar was entrufted to the care of gene- 
ral Eliott, an officer whofe vigilance, courage, and unfliaken refolution were never 
excelled; and who with the caution and experience of age, preferved the afti» 
vity and enterprife of youth. The fire from the floating batteries was indeed terri- 
ble; but they were foon anfwered by the thunder of the garrifon ; and the fame 
engines of deftru&ion that had proved fatal to the Spanifli preparations on fhore 
now blafted their hopes at fea. A fhower of hot balls and fliells in a few hours 
involved the floating batteries in flames ; the gun-boats of the Engliih prevented 
the . Spaniards from approaching to the affiftance of their conntrymen ; to avoid 
-the rapid progrefs of one deftru&ive element, the miferable men were compelled 
to confide themfelves to another ; part perifhed by the fire, part were overwhelmed 

3>y the fea, and the fcanty remnant was only faved by the Britifh feamen, who 
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difcovered the fame ardour in relieving their enemies, as they had difplayed an 

hour before in conquering them. 

One refource ftill remained to the houfeof Bourbon ; and thebefiegers, thus 
fatally baffled in every afiault, nowrefolved patiently to await the flow but cer- 
tain .efFeds of famine. To prevent the garrifon from receiving any fupplies, the 
combined fleets were directed to ftretch acrofs the bay 4 but even this drfpoiitios 
could not enfure fuccefs ; a violent tempeft that arofe (hattered their (hips, and 
drove on fliore the Triumphant, a Spanifti man of war of feventy-four guns; 
and the Englifti fleet of thirty-four fait of the tine, and a confiderable convoy, 
beforethey could recover from their confufion, entered the Straits, and landed the 
troops and provifions for the relief of Gibraltar. On their return a partial and 
undecifive attion took place off the Straits-mouth; but the Englifh had already 
efte&ed the objett of their expedition ; and the French and Spanifli commanders 
.judged it not prudent to prefs an engagement, which, if adverfe, might be attended 
by the mofl: fatal confequences, and, if fuccefsful, could not tend to the ini- 
mediate redu&ion of that fortrefs. 

If the war languiftied in America, it was refumed with increafe of ardour i 
the Eaft, and the coafts of Coromandel were ftained with the blood of the con- 
tending powers. From the Cape of Good Hope monfieur SufFrein had proceeded 
with favourable winds to the illand of Mauritius ; he there refigned the command 

to his fenior officer, the count d'Orves ; and the French fleet, increafed by this 
jun&ion, to ten (hips of the line, and one of fifty "guns, befides feveral large 
frigates, failed for the coaft of Coromandel, accompanied by a number of 
"tranfports and ftore-fhips, with a confiderable body of land forces. On the 
"voyage the count d'Orves, whofe zeal in the fervice had rofe fuperior to the 
infirmities of a debilitated conflitution, expired ; and the fole command of -the 
<fleet devolved on monfieur SufFrein, whofe flail and courage have ^defervedly ' 

• ranked him among the mofl: celebrated naval characters of the age. 

- On his paflage he fell in with the Hannibal, a Britifli man of war of fixty-four 
•guns, which after a gallant but fruitlefs refiltance, was compelled to furrender, 
and fwelled the number of the French fquadron. With this addition to his 
ftrength he fwept the Coromandel coaft, and entered Madras roads in hopes of 
•furprifmg , according to the intelligence he had received, the Englrfh admiral, fir 
' Edward Hughes, with only fix fhips of the line. This force he confldered 
"himfdf capable of eafily overwhelming; the lofs of the numerous trading foips 

\ and tranfports in the road muft have attended the deftruttion*of the fleej-; and 

* while fuch an unexpected calamity fpread terror through the town of Madras, the 

French forces, joined by Hyder-Ali's numerous army, would have carried on their 

attacks againft .it by land, and the victorious fquadron would have affailed it 
K by fea. 

\ From this flattering illufion, which promifed to determine the war at a Angle 
>I?l6w, monfieur SufFrein was awakened to a difappointment as mortifying as it 
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was unexpe&ed ; a few days before the Englifli fquadron had been joined by a 
reinforcement from Europe ; they had at the fame time been apprized of the 
approach of monfieur de Suffrien ; three hundred land forces had been detached 
from Madras to ftrengthen their numbers ; and the French admiral now beheld, 
inftead of the defencelefs fquadron, he fondly expefted to furprize, nine {hips of 
the line, drawn up in proper order and ready to receive him. 

Under thefe circumftances all views of attack were abandoned, and monfieur 
Suffrein ftood out to fea with the intention of difembarking the land forces to the 
fupport of Hyder-Ali. The Englifli, who penetrated his defign, immediately 

followed, and an adion enfued the next morning, long, bloody, but indecifive. 
The prefervation of his convoy was now the chief obje£t of the- French com- 
mander, but in the courfe of the engagement he difplayed a degree of intrepidity 
that extorted theapplaufe of his adversaries. Night only parted the combatants 5 
-and monfieur Suffrein repreffing his ardour, and anxious to fecure the retreat of 
his convoy, flood off to the north-eaft. 

This important objeft was no fooner attained then the French admiral once 
more directed his courfe in fearch of the Englifli. The latter, during this interval, 
had been reinforced from Europe by two men of war of feventy four guns each ; 
but this formidable acceffion of ftrength could not damp the courage or alter the 
refolution of monfieur Suflrein ; he himfelf led the attack on board the Heros of 
feyenty-four guns, and continued to engage for a confiderable time the Englifli 
admiral within pifloLfhof. The damages fufiained by the Heros induced him to 
ihi'i his flag into the Hannibal, a French fhip of equal force ; and by his fuperior 
fire he difabled and drove out of the line the Monmouth of fixty-four guns.— 
Though every effort was made to board that (hip, fhe was refcued by the ap- 
proach of three other Englifli (hips ; the hoftile fleets, after a fierq? and bloody 
conteft, in which they had difplayed fimilar gallantry, and fuffered fimilar lofs, 
feparated as if by mutual confent; forfeveral days following they however kept in 
fight of each other : but their reciprocal damages fufpending on both fides alii 
idea of attack; the Englifli retired to Trincomale and the French fquadron pro- 
ceeded to Batacalo, a Dutch port in the ifland of Ceylon, and about twenty; 
leagues to the fouthward of Trincomale. 

The war on land raged not with lefs fury than at fea. In the general, deftruc- 
tion of the French fettlexnents on the commencement of hoftilities, a fmall band, 
had found ihelterin the dominions of Hyder-AH, and ever fince under the com- 
mand of monfieur Lally, had given {lability to the opperations of that enterprifing. 
, j>rince. They now, in conjunction with Tippoo Saheb, the fon of Hyder, and who 

inherited the daring fpirit of his father, attacked a Britifli detachment under 
colonel Braithwaite, that had encamped on the banks of the Coleroon-, for the 
protection pf Tanjour and the adjoining provinces. This fmall but feleCt corps' 
tcoflfifted of two thoufaad veteran infantry, with thirteen field-pieces, and two 

dred «nd fi% cavalry. For two XucceJfive days they repulfcd with undaunted 
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refolution the reiterated attacks of Hyder's cavalry, though amounting to the fpr- 

midable number of twenty thoufand ; but on the third they were broken by the 
charge of four hundred French, who advanced with bayonets fixed, and were 
Jed on by monfieur Lally himfeif. The humanity of that officer was not left- 
confpicious than his courage ; he not only iffued orders for putting a flop to the 
carnage; buthaftened personally, and with apparent hazard, to chaftife and re r 
ftrain the cruel fury of the black cavalry, five of whom perifhed by his own hand 
in the generous exertion. He alfo prevailed on Tippoo-Saheb to commit the prifoiL- 
ers to his care, and endeavoured to foothe their misfortues by every mark of 
Jyodnefs and refpett; jior can it have efcaped the reader, that during' the whole 
Cpurfe of the war, the French and Englifh mutually vied with ^ach othet in aft§ 
of generous compaffioji as well as daring valour. 

In the fir ft engagement with the Englifh fleet, the ardour of monfieur Suffrein 
had been retrained by a prudent attention to his convoy. He fbon after landed 
at Porto-Novo the land forces and artillery that had been entrufted to his care. 
Thefe were joined by a body of native troops from Hyder-Ali ; and the combined 
army immediately marched to the fiege of Cuddalore. The feeble garrifon in 
that place was not long able to refift their arms; and monfieur Duchemin, the 
* French commander, having fecured a future pqft for the reception of fuccours, . 
which France before was deftitute of, now proceeded to more diiiant conquefts.. 
He accordingly inverted Permaco.il to the northward ; and after the redu&ioiju 
of that fort, efietted a junction with the main army of Hyder.-Ali, and in concert- 
tvith that prince meditated an attack on Wandiwaj(h. 

The approach. of the Engljfh compelled them to abandon that enterprife; and: 
the combined army, ftrong in their numbers, poflefied fhemfelyes . alio of fuch 
advantageous ports as defied any aflault. But the Britifh commander, general 
Coote, having menaced the fiege of Arnee, a ftrong fortrefs in which Hyder's . 
great magazines were dep.ofited, that prince relinquifhed his fiiuation, and ad- 
vanced to the protection of it. A battle enfued, in which the allies were routed 
by the fuperior difcipline of their adverfanes. But the native troops, chiefly 
jcompofed of cavalry, eafily eluded the purfuit of the vi&ors j and monfieur 
Duchemin had cautioufly avoided expofing the French ; whom he wifljed to pre- - 
ferve entire,, till the arrival of the marquis de Bufly with a confiderable force, an 
event that was daily expe&ed, might enable them to a£t with efficacy. 

In confequence of this plan he retired to Cuddalore,. which he induftrioufly 
ftrengthened by new works, and rendered fecure from any fudden infult/. The- 
Widifpofition of general Coote about the fame time compelled him . to quit the 
field ; and the exhaufted ftate of the country affording fcarce any fubfiftance to* 
the hoftile armies, np event of any confiderable, importance took . place in the Car- 

patic during the. remainder of the year. • - 

But this cefTation was entirely confined to the land ; and the Indian-ocean was 

ftill deftined. to be the fcene of hard and bloody a&ion* Monfieur Suffrein had: 
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- returned from Batacalo to the coaft of Coromandel.j and having refreflied his fleet ' 

at the Danifli fettlement of Tranquebar, he proceeded from thence to Cuddalore,, " 1 
which the French had rendered their ftrong and great place of arms, both for the 
land and fea fervice. * It was his objeft to attack the Englifli fqyadrqn before the 
arrival of a reinforcement, which he knew had failed from England, and was 
impatiently expe&ed at Madras. He was furnifhed at Cuddalore with four hun- 
dred French and as many Sepatiis; and to thefe were added three hundred artil- 
lery-men, than which no aid could be more thoroughly effe&ive. 

Thus .ftrengthened., Tie appeared off Negapatam, where the Englifli fleet lay at 
anchor ; and admiral Hughes^ impatient of the infult, immediately quitted the 
fecurity of his ftation to meet his rival. The number of {hips on each fide was 
the fame as in the laft engagement ; the fame courage and {kill were difplayed, 
and the event was nearly fimilar ; the French fleet was however reduced to retire 
firft from adlion ; the captain of the Severe of fixty-four guns even (truck his 
colours ; but the officer next in rank immediately aflumed the command, renewed 
the engagement, and brought off the (hip, which, with the reft of the fquadron, 
, reached Cuddalore ; while admiral Hughes, having kept the fea about a fortnight 
longer, proceeded to Madras. 

Monfieur de Suffrein ufed the utmoft induftry and difpatch in refitting his fqua- 
dron ; and having received advice from the fieur d'Aymar, that. he was arrived at 
Point de Galles,- which lies on the fouth fide of the ifland of Ceylon, in his own 
Ihip the St, Michael of fixty-four guns, accompanied by the Illuftra of feventy- 

four, and the fecond divifion of the marquis de Buffy's troops, the French admiral 
immediately, failed from 'Cuddalore, and having joined this fquadron,. proceeded 
with liis whole force to the attack of Trincomale, where he arrived towards the 
end oi Auguft- 

The fire of the Englifli batteries from that place could not prevent his fleet from 
anchoring in the moft advantageous ftation for the annoyance of the garrifon , the 
landing of the troops under the condutt of the baron d' Agoult was effe&ed the next 
day, and the place was immediately inverted. . After two days employed in erefting 
batteries^ thofe on the left were opened early in the morning, and foon gained fuch 
a decided fuperiority, that the Englifli cannon were filenced before night. On 
the following day monfieur de Suffrein, encouraged by this fuccefs, fummoned 
the garrifon, and captain Macdowal, the Britifli commandant, convinced that all 
further defence was fruitlefs, confented to capitulate- 

The terms that he demanded were immediately fubfcribed by the generofity and 
prudence of the French commanders. The honours of war were granted in the 
fulleft extent ; the garrifon was to be dire£tly conveyed to Madras, in (hips pro- 
vided at the expehce of France ■> the Dutch inhabitants, as well as the garrifon, 
were to be fecured in their private property j and all the rights and privileges of 
the former were to be prefer ved inviolate. 
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x 

Monfieur de Suffrein had but fcarce time to poflfefs and fecure his new acquifi- 
tion, when the En: Iifh fleet, on the fecond of September, was defcried off Trin- 
comale ; admiral Hughes had been lately joined by a fhip of feventy four guns ; 
but (till the advantage was on the fide of the French, and they were fuperior to 
their adverfaries by one (hip of the Jine and two of fifty guns. Monfieur de 
Suffrein now flattered himfelf the moment was arrived when, he might edablifh the 

. dominion of France in thofe feas by a glorious and decifive viSory. He accord- 
ingly got under fail, and flood out to fea; and about three o'clock in the evening 
the atiion became general. Monfieur de SuflTrein himfelf in the Heros again 
encountered admiral Hughes in the Superbe, and the rival commanders maintained 
a clofe and bloody conflift till half pall five; had the other French officers 
imitated the conduft of their chief, that day had probaly avenged the fatal defeat 
of monfieur de Grade ; but feveral feemed to confider their own perfonal fafety 
beyond the honour of their country ; and though the admiral himfelf, with his 
fhip nearly difmafled, and one third of his gallant crew killed and wounded, 
bravely perfevered, be perceived with indignation his hopes of conqueft bladed by 
the cautious manoeuvres of his followers. Under cover of the night he reluc- 
tantly condefcended to retire to Trincomale, whence, no longer under the necef- 
fity of difguifing his fentiments, he fent fix of his captains under arreft to the 
ifland of Mauritius ; the approach of thofe hurricanes v.hich, at a certain feafon of 
the year fweep with deftru&ive fury the coafl of Coromandel, compelled the 
Jiodile fquadrons to confult their mutual fafety ; and while the French fought 
fhelter at Achen, a port belonging to the ifland of Sumatra, the Englifh retired 
to the friendly harbour of Bombay. 

While the fleets and armies of France were thus occupied in the Fad, the atten- 
tion of her minifters at home was dire&ed to the commotions which agitated the 
republic of Geneva. By the original conditution of Geneva, the fovereign power 
of the (late was vefted in the general council, which confided -of the citizens pro- 
mifcuoufly aflembled. By degrees the magidvates and fenate had encreafed their 
•own authority, and diminiftied the privileges of the people. The latter had not dif- 
fered thefe innovations without repeated remondrances , and the taxes which the 
fenate impofed, and the feverity wiih which they pumfhed thofe who were mod loud 
rin p their oppofition, increafed the number of the diiaffe&ed. Such a date of things 
.naturally occafioned frequent conteds ; and to prevent a continuance of difputes, 
the democraticai party required a regular code of laws, which fhould be for the 
rulers the foundation -of their authority, and for the people the known ftandard of 
their obedience. This falutary project, which might have redored mutual confi- 
dence, was defeated by the intrigues of the aridocracy ; the magidrates were deter- 
mined not to circumfcribe the authority they had hitherto poffefled ; and in fupport 
of their jurifdi&ion folicited the interference of foreign powers. 

Of thefe the mod confidefable was, the king of France, who, as protestor of 

the republic, concerted with the king of Sardinia and the cantons of Zurich and 

Vol. III. 5 P 
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Bern, the means of reftoring, tranquillity to Geneva. They at length formed a> 

code, which lodged the:fupreme power in the magiftrates ; and to give weight to 
their mediation, an army of twelve thoufand men, belonging to the king of 
France, the king of Sardinia, and the Swifs cantons, encamped under the walla 
of the city. The leaders of the democratic party were unable to contend with, 
their rivals, thus formidably fupported, the gates of the city were opened to the* 
combined forces \ and the pretenfions of the fyndics were eftabliflied by the count 
de Jancourt, the count of Marmora, and meflieurs Stheur and Valtevalle, the 
minifters plenipotentiary of the mediating powers- A general amncfty was at 
the fame time pubiifhed, out of which only nineteen perfons were excepted ; two 
of thefewere deprived of their employments, feven were condemned to perpetual 
exile, and the reft were banifhed for ten years ; but the fpirits of the inhabitants 
were feverely wounded by thefe new regulations ; and a great number hefitated 

not to quit their ancient habitations, in fearch of that freedom which they con- 
fidered themfelves deprived of in their native country. 

Paris, amidft the gloom which naturally accompanies a long and extenfive war, 
received a tranfient ray of fplendor from the vifit of the grand-duke and duchefs 
of Ruffia; thefe illuftrious travelers were peculiarly gratified by the marked 
attention of Lewis and his royal confort \ but the vifi{s of Sovereigns-, and their 
apparent fucceffors, have become fo frequent of late years, as no longer to excite, 
the {peculations of flatefmen ; and the grand-duke and duchefs, after tafting, 

during a fliort month, the fplendid enjoyments of the capital of France,, directed: 
their Heps again towards the north. 

With the adminiftration of monfieur Necker had expired the great and popular 

fyflem of fupporting a war without encreafing the burthens of the people. The 
management of thefinances had not long been entrufted to monfieur Fleuri, before, 
the people were again awakened to a fenfe of their fituation, by a variety of edi&s 

and imports, all of them probably neceffary, but fome of them undoubtedly 
grievous. Thefe could not fail of recalling to their remembrance the virtuous 
economy of the late minifter, whom they had beheld difmiffed with regret, and 
for whole refioration they inceffantly languiJhed. 

To multiply the refources of government, without augmenting the burthens of 
the public, the minifters endeavoured to kindle throughout the capital and different 
provinces, a flame of enthufiafm, which, if productive of no folid advantage,, 
might yet dazzle the eyes of the multitude and awe the enemies of France. The 
defeat of the count de GrafTe had imprelfed the kingdom with general grief and 
confirmation ; and to repair the lofs that the national marine had fuftained, feveral 
ftates and wealthy communities were prevailed upon to difplay their zeal in building, 
and fitting out fhips of war, according to their refpe&ive ftrength and affluence. 

The liberality of the clergy this year was ftill more honourable to themfelves, 
and more confiftent with their facred profeffion. To the exigencies of the ftate 

they granted a free-gift of fifteen millions of livres* At the fame time they requefted 
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the fovereigri to accept an additional million, to be inviolably applied to the comfort 
and maintenance of thofe feamen who had been wounded in the courfeof the war.) 
and to the fupport of the widows and orphans of thofe who had fallen, gallantly 
fighting in the defence of the naval glory of France. 

A D. 1783.] Yet thefe contributions, though they reflected the higheft 
honour on the donors, were but a partial and fcanty fupply, while the immenfe 
preparations of France demanded the molt folid and effeftual fupport* In con- 
jun&ion with the courts of Madrid and the Hague, Lewis was determined this year 
to make the moft powerful efforts to bring the war to a conclufion. The combi- 
ned fleets of the houfe of Bourbon ftill maintained their fuperiority, in Europe over * 
the Englifh. The marquis de Buffy with three fhips of the line, three -thoufand 
land troops, and a confiderable train of artillery, tupported the hopes of France 
in the Eaft, and already afpired to the conqueft of the coaft of Coromandel. 
Nine fhips of the line, and thirty tranfports, in which were embarked feven 
thoufand five hundred feleft foldiers, failed from Breft to America, under the 
conduct of monfieur de Vialis, to reinforce the marquis de Vaudreuil, and to : 
complete the expulfionof the Englifh from that continent; while the ftate-sgene- 
ral of Holland agreed to fupply, at their own ex-pence, ten fhips of the line/ 
which were to rendezvous at Breft, and to act in concert with the fquadrons of 
France. The count de Eftaign, grown grey in naval combats, was called by 
the general applaufe to the fupreme command, and in the room of doh Lewis- 
de Cordova, was appointed to lead to victory the combined fleets of the houfe of 
Bourbon. 

Such were the preparations for the enfuing campaign, which promifed the moft'. 
important advantages to France, when the voice of peace was again heard, and- 
Lewis confented to facririce his ambition to the eafe and happinefs of his people. 

The minifters- of great Britain, whofe imprudence and incapacity had plunged 

their country in a war as calamitious in the conclufion, as it was impolitic in the 
origin, were at length, by the clamours of the multitude, and the indignation of 
parliament, removed from the councils of their fovereign ; and they were fuc- 

eecded by men who no longer nouriflied the frantic idea of controlling the indepen- 
dence of America ; the freedom of that continent had been the grand objeft of 
France ; the defeat in the Weft-Indies, and the repulfe at Gibraltar, were ftill 
deeply impreffed on the mind of Lewis , and though his vaft armaments, and 1 
the refources of his allies, prefented the faireft profpett of fuccefs in the enfuing 
campaign, he was not infenfible of the various accidents to which military opera- 
tions were liable, and how little he could confide in a naval fuperiority, which' in. 
a moment might be annihilated by the rage of a fickle and turbulent element. 

Thefe considerations induced him to liften to the proffered and powerful medi- 
tation of the two fir ft potentates in Europe, the emperor of Germany and the 
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emprefs of Ruflia ; and the count de Vergennes, who {till occupied the poft of 
Fecretary of foreign affairs, was appointed to treat with Mr, Fitzherbert the Eng- 
liih minifter at Bruflels, but who had lately proceeded to Paris to conduft this 
important negociation. The way was already fmoorhed for the reftoration of the 
public tranquillity by provifional articles figned at the conclufion of the Iaft year, 
between the States of America and Great- Britain, and which were to conflitute a 
treaty of peace finally to be concluded, when that between France and Great- 
Britain took place. 

By thefe articles the freedom, fovereignty, and independence of the Thirteen 
United States were individually by name, and in the fulleft and moft exprefs 
terms acknowledged ; and all claims to their government and territorial rights 
were for ever relinquifhed by the crown of Great Britain. Several lines were 
drawn to preclude all future difputes about boundaries ; and on the fea-coafts, 
as the Britifh forces were to be withdrawn from all the territories of the United 
States, New- York, Long Ifland, Staten-Ifland, Charlefton, and Nova-Scoria, with 
all their dependencies, were given up ; and an unlimited right of fifliery on the 
banks of Newfoundland, in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and all other places 
where both nations had been hitherto accuftomed to fi(h, was granted to the 
Americans. 

Thus had France the fatisfa&ion of dripping Great-Britain of thofe colonies fo 
Jong her pride and boaft, and in ere&ing a new power acrofs the Atlantic, to 
have fecured to* herfelf a grateful and potent ally. This primary objeft was 
therefore no fooner attained, than the count de Vergennes quickened the nego- 
tiations of his own court ; and on the twentieth of January figned at Paris, with 
Mr. Fitzherbert, the preliminary articles of peace. 

By thefe France acquired an extent of filhery on the coaft of - Newfoundland, 
which extended from Cape v St. John'in about fifty degrees north latitude, on the 
eafternfide of the ifland, round by the north to Cape-Ray^ on the weftern coaft, 
in forty-feven degrees and fifty minutes latitude ; fhe alfo regained the iflands of 
St. Pierre and Miquelon, in full right, and tacitly delivered from any reflriction 

in point of fortification, with which they had before been difgracefuliy incum- 
bered 

In the Weft-Indies, England reftored to her the ifland of St. Lucia, and ceded, 
and guaranteed to her the ifland of Tobago ; but France confented to relinquilh 
in return the iflands of Grenada and the Grenadines, with thofe of St. Vincent, 

Dominica, St. Chriftopher's, Nevis, and Montferrat. 

In Africa, France was inverted in full right with the river Senegal, and all its 
dependencies, with the forts of St. Louis, Podoz, Galem, Arguin v and Porten-. 
dia; and obtained alfo in reftitution of the iflan 1 of Goree ; but, on the other 

hand, fhe guaranteed to Great-Britain the poffdTion of Foxt-jaoues, and of the 
river Gambia. 
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In the Eaft, France regained, with considerable additions, all that had been 

wrefted from her by Great-Britain in the courfe of the war ; all her eftablifhments 
in Bengal and Orixa were to be reftored, and liberty was given for furrounding 
Chandenagore with a wet ditch ; Pondicherry and Caricai were like wife reftored 
to her ; her ftandard was again to be creeled on Mahe, and Ihe was once more 
reinflated in her fa£tory at Surat ; while the king of Great-Britain was bound to 
procure from the princes, whofe property they were, certain fpecified neighbour- 
ing diltrifts round thefe places, which were to be annexed to them as dependencies* 
In Europe, where the dominion of France could not be extended, her dignity 
and glory were ftudioufly confulted. The degrading conditions which had marked 
the calamitous clofe of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, which had been revived 
in that of his fucceffor, and which ftipulated the demolition of the works round 

Dunkirk, were for ever abrogated and fuppreffed ; and Lewis the Sixteenth 

enjoyed the fplendid fatisfaction of reftoring to France the entire fovereignty 
over her own territories. 

. Nor was the other branch of the houfe of Bourbon neglected on this occafion ; 
Jong difufed to vi&ory, and aocuftomed to behold her boundaries gradually recede, 
Spain now tafted the fiveets of acquifition ; though continually baffled and repulfed 
before Gibraltar, her pride was foothed by the ceflion of the important ifland of 
Minorca in the Mediterranean ; and to the -boundlefs poffeflions which fliealready 
held in South- America, were now added the fertile provinces of Eaft and Weft- 
Florida, on the northern continent. Some retribution was however to be made ; 

and the BahamaJflands, the mod unworthy of her conquefts, were reftored to 
Great- Britain. 

> But Holland had entered too late into the war, and had been guided by too 

evident a tardinefs in her operations again ft an unprovoked and unfparing enemy; 
the chara&eriftic induftry of the Dutch, and their neceffary attachment to the 
Spirit of commerce unprtmcditatcdly co-operated with that feci et influence which 
for fo many years the EngHfh had maintained in. the operative counfels of Holland; 
divided into two powerful factions, diftiaguifhed by the titles of the Louvefteins 
and Orangifts, at the head of the latter was the Stadtholder, connefted by ties of 
blood and profpedts of ambition with the court Great-Britain ; the other without 
any fixed leader, from nec^ffity became attached to that power which from political 
oircumftances and local relation, promifed to afford them aid or protection,; 
the States-General, compofed of thefe parrifans, neverthelefs afforded fufficient 
teftimony of the predominancy of that which was adverfe to the interefts of 
Great- Britain ; but the immenfe executive power lodged in the Stadtholder, fo 
effectually counterbalanced on the other fide, that the energies of the ftates were 
palfied, and France left Holland at the at the conclufion of the peace, a itriking 
example to nations of the fatal influence of foreign influence and domeftic treachery* 
The clofe connection which had fubfifted between the Hague and London, was 
not fhaken by the events of inveterate hoftility, and the Dutch difcovered that 
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while they fuffered from the definitive enmity of an old ally, that they incurred 
by the difordered and corrupt condition of their government, the contempt of 
the only power from whom they could expeft fuccour. 

Though tranquillity was thus reftored to Europe, Africa, and America ; Afia, 
diftant from the fcene of negociation, continued ftill expofed to the ravages of 
war. Hyder-Ali, whofe afpiring genius had fo long and feverely agitated that 
quarter of the globe, had funk into the grave, and had left behind a chara&er 
fcarce to be paralleled in the annals of the Eaft. His mind was fo vaft and com- 
prehenfive as at once to reach and embrace all the parts of war and of government ; 
as a warrior, the Carnatic was a mournful teftimony of his atchievements ; as a 
ffatefman, the internal regulation of his own territories proclaimed his fagacity ; 
though daring in war, he was far from being naturally cruel ; and ftri&ly obfer- 
vant of his own word; he punifhed with rigour in others that breach of faith 

which he abhorred. He defpifed, and difpenled with, as far as with propriety it 
could be done, the vain pageantry and haughty pomp of the Indian courts ; living 
in habits of great intimacy and familiarity with his friends, courtiers, and officers ; 
and difplaying in his own perfon the frank manners of a camp, inftead of the 
proud diftance and auftere referve of an Eaftern defpot. 

His fon, Tippoo-Saheb, equally bold, prompt, and vigilant, but lefs fcrupu- 
lous r and more ferocious, was the heir of his throne and enterprizes ; he was 
already diftinguifhed by his fucceflive victories over colonel Baillie in the Carnatic, 
and colonel Braithwaite on the banks of the Coleroon ; and his enemies were foon 
convinced that the acceffion to royalty had not damped his ardour, nor chilled his 
martial fpirit. General Mathews, a Britifh officer, had penetrated with a feleft 
detachment to Bedanore, the capital of the wealthy kingdom of Canore$ his pro- 
grefs had been marked by cruelty and avarice ; and his rapacity not only ftimu- 
lated him to plunder with unfeeling afliduity the proftrate city, but even to defraud: 
his companions of their portion of the fpoils. The avenger of his country's in- 

• juries was however at hand, and general Mathews had fcarce time to indulge in 
the contemplation of his newly acquired riches, before he was alarmed by the 
approach of Tippoo-Saheb, who, with an hoft of cavalry, and a fmall corps of 
French,, under the command of monfieur Lally, prefled forwards to chaftife the 
temerity of the invader. The Englifh commander marched out to meet the 
exafperated prince ; but neither his ftrength nor (kill feemed proportioned to his- 

- prefumption ; his ranks were inftantly broken by the charge of the French j with 
thelofsof five-hundred men he retired within the walls of Bedanore; and foon 
after figned a capitulation, which, on promife of their lives and liberties, deli- 

vered himfelf and his troops into the power of Tippoo-Saheb- That capitulation 
was foon violated by the faithlefs vi&or ; he even juflified the infraction of the 
treaty, by the evafion of the vanquifhed to reftore the fpoils of Bedanore, which 
they had ftipulated to refund, but had endeavoured to conceal. The general was 

the unlarne&ted vittim. of his own avarice, and is reported to have perilhed by 
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poifon ; feveraV of the principal officers were barbaroufly murdered ; and the 
Icanty remnant, that were refeafed at the conclufion of the peace, had experienced 
fufferings that rendered the fate of their flaughtered companions enviable. 

The hoftile ardour of the French and Englifh fquadrons had been mutually- 
reprefied by a fenfe of their own danger, and to avoid the monfoons, that feat- 
ter deftruttion along the coaft of Comoraridei, each fought flielter in their refpe&ive^ 
harbours ; but that tempeftuous feafon was no fooner elafped, than the fpirit of 
enterprife revived ; and monfieur SufFrein, early in the year, proceeded from 

Trincomale to Cuddalore ; he was there reinforced by twelve hundred European 
troops, which he difperfed among his fhips, and was lying at anchor in the .road: 

of Pondicherry, when he difcovered the approach of the Englilh fleet under: 
admiral Hughes. 

The Britifh fquadron had been joined by five fhips of the line from Europe,. 

and was. now fuperior in number to the French by two fhips of the line. But; 
monfieur SufFrein was not difmayed by this difparity ; and with the fame fpirit 
that had marked his former conduct, he prepared to maintain the honour of the: 
French flag ; the attion began about four o'clock in the afternoon, and a heavy 
cannonade was continued until feven ; at. that hour the conflict ceafed without * 
any decifive confequences j each fquadron had to lament the unavailing flaughter 
of a number of gallant men ; and with this fevere trial of their ftrength, concluded 
the naval warfare in India ; admiral Hughes foon after retired to Madras ; and 
monfieur de SufFrein, who throughout the whole war had fuftained the chara&er 
of a bold and fkilful commander, proceeded to C uddalore to return the land for- 
ces with which had been reinforced, and to which he added two thoufand four - 
hundred men from his own fleet. 

Thisfuccour, though important, was not more thaivneceflary to the immediate- 
defence of that place. The marquis de Bufly, who had lately arrived in India: 
with a confiderable. body of European troops, found . his fituation far from envia- 
ble ; general Coote, whofe fkill, experience, and enterprifing genius had been, 
confirmed and difplayed in the courfe of long fervice, was indeed no more ; and; 
by his death the command of the Britifh forces had devolved on general Stuart. 
But the marquis de Bufly was foon taught that this officer afpired to rival the fame ; 
of his predecefibr ; and he was fcarce arrived at Cuddalore before he beheld him- - 
felf inverted by the Britifh troops, conducted by their new general ; who had 
feized the favourable moment of enterprife whenTippoo-Saheb had evacuated the* 
Carnatic for the recovery of Bedanore. 

The works of Cuddalore had been ftrengthened by unwearied labour and dili- 
gence;, and the marquis de Bufly was ftill employed in the conftfu&ion of new 
fortifications, when his progrefs was interrupted by the menacing manoeuvres of the 
Englifh, who rapidly advanced to aflault the lines before they- could be completed. . 
The attack and defence were both maintained with a degree of refolution that ; 

had feldom been experienced in that quarter of the globe, . and perhaps never: 




s 

Jaa HISTORY OF FRANCE- [1783* 

furpafied in Europe ; the aflailants, though frequently repulfed, as conftantly 
returned to the charge; but the French were at length overwhelmed by numbers, 

arid were compelled to abandon their out-pofts with the lofs in killed and wounded 
of near fix hundred of their beft troops. 

The arrival of the fleet under monfieur Suffrein, and the reinforcement that he 
landed from the (hips, determined the marquis de Buflfy to hazard a vigorous fally, 
in hopes of recovering the ports that he had loft, and of making fome imprcflion 
on the works of the befiegers. The conduct of this enterprife was entrufted to 
the chevalier de Damas, a knight of Malta, and colonel of the regiment of Acqui- 
tain, and the hour fixed for the execution of it was three o'clock in th- morning. 
But though under cover of the darknefs a tranfient advantage was gained, yet 
the Englifli were foon alarmed ; as light opened their numbers increafed ; the 
French were pufhed on every fide; a complete rout enfued ; the chevalier de 

Damas with about one hundred and fifty foldiers were taken prifoners, and near 
two-hundred fell in the conflidt. 

It was at this critical jun&ure that the Medea frigate arrived from Madras at 
Cuddalore, and brought information of the conclufion of peace between the two 
nations ; a mutual ceflation of hoftilities, and reftoration of prifoners, immediately 
took place ; and that tranquillity which the French already enjoyed in Europe, 

Africa, and America, was now extended to their tottering fettlements and war- 
worn veterans in Afia. 

A. D. 1783. ; The preliminary articles which had been figned at Vcrfailles, 
were foon after fucceeded by a definitive treaty ; and France, throughout her 
extenfive dominions, beheld peace once more eftablifhed. Though the late war 
had been attended by the moft brilliant fuccefs, and the independence of America 
ftruck deep at the fource of her rival's power, yet (he herfelf had not been entirely 

free from inconvenience ; the retreat of monfieur Necker from the management 

of the finances, had, as we have already obferved. diminifhed rhe public confidence; 

three different perfons, who fince his refignation had tranfiently occupied the poft 
of comptroller- general, encreafed the jealoufies of the people; and the failure of 
the celebrated Caiffe d'Efcompte, completed the univerial confirmation. 

• That bank had been eftablifhed in the year feventeen hundred and feventy-fix. 

The plan was formed by a company of private adventurer?, and its capital was 
fixed at five hundred thoufand pounds fterling. Its profelf d defign was to dif- 
count bills at fhort dates, at the/rate, of four per cent, per annum ; but as this 
intereft could never be an equivalent for the capital funk by the proprietors, they 
were entrufted with the additional power of ifluing notes to the amount of their 
capital, which, as they were capable at any time of being converted into fpecie, 
might be often voluntarily taken by their* ciiftomers from mere convenience,— 
The reputation of the bank foon caufed its ftcck to fell above par, and its credit 
was ftill at the higheft, when to the aftonifliment of the nation, the fecond day it 

. fuddenly flopped payment. The caufe aftigued was an uncommon fcarcity of 
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.fpecie ; but the public imagined that it originated in a loan fecretly made to the 

government; and what confirmed the fufpicion was, that government, about the 

fame time, flopped payment of the bills drawn upon them by their army in 
-America. 

Whatever was the fource of this event, the Idng was prevailed on to extend 

his protection to the falling company ; four fucceffive edidls were publifhed by 
adminiftration tending to relieve the diftrefs under which it laboured ; by thefe the 
banks in Paris were ordered .to receive the notes of the Caiffe d'Efcompte a 
.currency ; a lottery with a flock of one million llerling, redeemable in eight 
years, was alfo eftabliftied, and the tickets were made purchafable in notes of the 
Caiffe d'Efcompte ; by thefe expedients the public confidence in that bank wis 
again revived, its bufmefs increafed, and its flock rofe to a furprizing amount, 
above double the original fubfcription ; the bills from America were at the fame 
time put in a train of payment, and public credit was happily reftored throughout 

the kingdom. 

Some compenfation for the expences that had been incurred during the Tate war, 
was drawn from a treaty with the United States of America. Thefe engaged to 
reimburfe Ffance in the fum of eighteen millions of livres, which had been 
advanced in the hour of their diftrefs, .and Lewis confented to receive the money, 
as more convenient to the flat es, in the fpace of twelve years, by twelve equal 
and annual, payments- 

With the return of peace, it might naturally have been expefted that France 
would have delivered herfelf from the heavy demands occafioned by her numerous 

d 



armies ; yetinfteadof difbandmg her forces, (he continued diligently to fill up a 
deficiencies ; and her military eftablifhment in the mid ft of tranquillity, rivalle 
that which was colle&ed for a flate of profeffed hoflility ; nor could this afford 
aftonifhment to her neighbors, fince the peace of Europe was already menaced by 
reftlefs ambition and the infatiate luft of dominion. 

The emperor of Germany had long cherifhed the hope of wrefting from the 
Dutch the principal fortreffes of the Auftrian Netherlands, which had been 
depofited in their hands at the conclufion of the fucceffion war, for the mutual 
fecurity of the court of Vienna and themfelves. The advantages of this arrange- 
ment had been repeatedly experienced during the fucceeding depreffion of the 
houfe of Auftria ; but the prefent emperor felt his own power fully competent to 
the protection of his dominions ; and he thought it derogatory to his honour, that 
a number of his principal cities fhould be garrifoned, and at his own expence too, 
by foreigners ; he availed himfelf of the junfture when Great-Britain, the guardian 
of the barrier, was become the enemy of Holland, and extorted from the ftates 
in their diftrefs a relu&ant compliance. The Dutch garrifons and artillery were 
filently withdrawn from the barrier towns and the emperor's order for difmantling 
-the fortreffes \yas immediately executed. 

Vol. IIL 5 R 
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Though France, bound to the emperor by ties of alliance,- friendfli'p, and 

blood, had tacitly acquiefced in this claim, yet the court of Verfailles did not 
regard with equal indifference his pretenfions to the free navigation of. the Schelde. 
That court for fome years had been divided into two parries, and the melt diftin- 
gnifhed chara&ers were the count de Vergennes, and the marefchal de Caftries; the 
former, who had long refided at the Ottoman Porte, and was celebrated for his 
addrefs in negociation, pofleffed the confidence of Lewis, who himfelf mild and 
humane, admired thofe talents in his minifter which had been difplayed in the 
reftoration of peace ; the latter, who- had fucceeded monlieur de Sartine in the 
marine department, was bold and enterprifing, and had continually ftocd forth 
the advocate for war ; he was fupported by the queen, who, intelligent,, active, 
and fond of public bufmefs, afpired to difpofe of every lucrative or honorary 
appointment, and afforded, no indifferent contrail to the mild indolence of her 
royal confort. 

A. D. 1784, 1785.] Though Holland had in fome meafure been deferted at 
the conclusion of the peaces and fullered in her foreign pofleffions and her cha- 
racter as a nation, through the fecret machinations of the Britifh cabinet, yet die 
protection the republic had received from France during the war, was flrongly 
enforced by the faction in the intereft of the court of Verfailles, and which con- 
fided of the enemies of hereditary privileges and of the Orange family. Their 
afcendancy was become open and uncontrolled ; they purfued with a degree of 
political violence, the duke of Brunfwick Wolfehbutlle, field-marefchal of the 
Dutch forces, and intimately connected with the houfe of Orange and the royal 
family of England the duke confidered it as mod- prudent to bend before the 
ffcorm ; he refigned the offices that he had been entrufted with ; and the democratic 
party having thus eftablilhed their triumph over their domeftic enemies, depended 
on the friendfhip of France for prote&ion againft their foreign foes. 

The immediate confequence fully juftified the confidence they had thus once 
more placed in their ally*. The emperor, encouraged by the facility with which 
he had atchieved the demolition of the Dutch barrier, now- extended his pretenfions 
to a free navigation beyond fort Lillo, as far as the land of Seftingen,. (even miles 
up the Schelde ; and infifted that the guardfliip that had been ufually ftationed by 
the ftates at fort Lillo, fhould be immediately withdrawn. 

An acquiefcence with, this demand would have (truck at the root of the wealth 
and power of the United States of- Holland : the city of Antwerp, formerly 
renowned for its commerce, and (till celebrated for its opulence, is fituated on the 
banks of the Schelde ; and Spain,, the former fovereign of Antwerp, while (lie. 
confidered the greatnefs and opulence of that city as inconfiftent with her views 
of defpotifm, had concurred with Holland in fhuttir^g up the Schelde ; trade thus- 
; diverted, flowed into different channels; and Anifterdam, though long before 

confiderable, had from that period rifea on the ruins of Antwerp to be the firft 
commercial city of Europe*. 
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Her inhabitants, therefore, could not be indifferent to pretentions which fo 

materially affe&ed their interefts. Memorials and remonftrances had in vain been 

prefented ; ,in vain did they infift that the whole courfe of the two branches of 

the Schelde, which paffed within the dominion of Holland, was entirely artificial*, 
that it was formed by and owed its exiftence to, the hands of Dutchmen : that its 

banks were the produce of ages of inceffant labour ; that they were frill maintained, 
at a great and conftant expence ; that if it had not been for thofe. {landing monu- 
ments of Dutch enterprife, thofe admirable dykes which excite the aftcnifhment 
of mankind, the waters of the Schelde, ftagnating in immenfe marfhes and" 
ihallow lakes, had never reached the fea in any diftinct or fufficient portion for, 
navigation. And to thefe claims of natural right was to be added a feries of 
treaties which fortified them in the mod exprefs and folemn terms in the exclufive, 
poffeffion of the Schelde. To. difarxn their formidable enemy by fubrnifficn, they 
alfo removed the obnoxious guardfhip at Liilo, and rejedled the propofal for 
repairing the works of Maeftricht, a fortrefs to which the emperor had urged, 
a claim, left its being adopted at fuch a feafon fhould give umbrage to that prince. 

But the arguments and pacific meafures of the dates were equally di-fregardect 
by the emperor, and even the mediation of France was liftened to with cold indif- 
ference ; a brig was direfted to proceed down the Schelde from Antwerp to the- 
fea, and his imperial majefty declared that he would confider the firftihfu-ir offered 
to his flag on this occafion, as an aft of formal homlity, and a declaration of war 
on the part of the republic; the brig was however flopped by the Dutch naval 
officer ; on the Auftrian commander refuming his courfe, feme fhot, though with- 
out any fatal confequence to the crew, compelled him to defift ; and he was* 
detained for fome days by the Dutch admiral at the mouth of the Schelde. 

From this moment the feeds of difcontent feemed to ripen; the imperial ambaf- 
fador was recalled from the Hague, and all negociation was fufpended ; an army 
of fixty-thoufand men was under orders for marching from the Auftrian hereditary 
dominions to the Netherlands;, and immenfe trains of artillery, and all the other 

apparatus of war were put in motion ; the republic, alarmed at thefe menacing, 
appearances, now redoubled their felicitations to the court of Verfailles,; the dif-- 
miffal of the duke of Brunfwick obliged the ftates to apply to France for- a general,, 
whofe abilities and experience might enable him to conduct their arms with effect 
in the war they expetted ;. and Lewis granted to their diftrefs the count de Maille— 
bois, an officer of undoubted talents, who had ieen much fervice in the late reign ^ 
but whofe jealoufy. of marefchal d'Etrees, in the lall German war, had precipi- 
tated him into intrigues, which had drawn upon him a fevere cenfure from the 
tribunal of the marefchab of France. 

But the king confined not his friend (hip to the republic within the narrow limits 
of recommending a commander; the Pruffian monarch was equally interefled with. 
Lewis in refilling the pretenfions of the emperor ; prince Henry of Pruffia, at this 

critical; juncture, , made. a. long vifit at the court of Verlailles 5* from that moment 
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the count de Vergerines expoftulated with the court of Vienna with more freedom 

and in lefs equivocal terms. To give weight to his negociations, the Handing 
forces of France were filently and gradually thrown into quarters on the borders 
of Alface, Lorrain, and the Low Countries ; and orders were given to form a 
camp of eighty thoufand men in the plains of Lens, which had been rendered 
memorable by one of the great Conde's moft fplendid vi&ories. 

The emperor, though apprifed of the numerous enemies that he mufl: encoun- 
ter, flill appeared inflexible in the profecution of his defign ; and the queen of 
France could not be infenfible to a conteft which involved her neareft and dearefi 
conne&ions, and armed the hand of her confort againft her brother. On the 
morning when a grand council was to be held, the refult of which was to be con- 
clufive in refpeft to the part that France fhould take, if the emperor perfifted in 
his pretenfions againfl Holland, that princefs took an opportunity of meeting rnon- 
fieur de Vergennes before he entered the cabinet, and defired that he would not 
on that day . forget that the emperor was her brother ; the minifter replied that he 
certainly fhould not ; but that he was bound likewife to remember that the king of 
France was her hufband, and the dauphin her fon. . 

The ability and firmnefs of that flatefman was the effe&ual fecurity of the re- 
public y and while the mind of the emperor was fuppofed to be entirely occupied 
by the navigation of the Schelde, the world was aftonilhed by his opening a new 
lource of jealoufy and difcord in Germany, With a levity which for ever ex- 
tinguifhed his reputation as a politician, he now meditated to exchange for the 
•duchy of Bavaria the Auftrian Netherlands, thofe very Netherlands, upon whole 
account he feemed at the point of encountering all the hazards of a war, the 

confequences of which, as had been ftrongly urged by the court of Verfailles, 
could not even be calculated. Though this projedt was baffled by the firm and 
formidable intrrpofition of the king of Pruffia, the diverfion that it occafioned 
allowed Holland liefure to recover from its firft furprife ; it enabled France to 
complete her preparations ; and facilitated the negociations of the count de Ver- 
gennes. 

Inftead of overwhelming in his career a diftra&ed and defencelefs multitude, the 
emperor perceived he mult have encountered a people flubborn by nature, and 
highly irritated by a fenfe of the injuries and indignities that had been impofed 
on them ; they were alfo fupported by an ally, whofe friendfhip it was his intereft 
to conciliate, and whofe -power, even fingle, had more than once menaced to 
iubvert the houfe of Auftna. He now affumed a more moderate language, and 
to the deputies of the republic, who profeffed their refpect for his imperial ma- 
jefty, anfvercd, that he fhould order his ambalfador at Paris torefume the negocia- 
tions, under the mediation of his brother ..he king of France ; and he did not 
doubt but a fpeedy conclufion would prevent the unhappy occurrences which muft 
be the unavoidable, confequence of a farther delay. 

The addrefs and abilities of the count de Vergennes contributed to remove 

;every obftru&ion, and under his aufpices the preliminary articles of peace were 
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frgned at Paris- about* the middle of September j and two- months aftenv'ar<k.tb;e- 
definitive treaty waa fubfcribed at Fontainbteau, under the guarantee. o£ I hish*£<>& 
chriftian j majefty." . . •*} : ; 

4 The treaty of Munfter was. laid down as the bpfjs of the prefent, and its ftipp- 
lations to be in ail cafes binding, where they were not exprefsly #jccepted; fry j&hft 
new claufes.; ' The principal articles were, that the States' acknowledged the em- 
peror's independent fovereignty over every part of the Schelde, from -Antwerp: 
to the limits of the county of Seftingen ; they bound themfelves nqt to interrupt, 

in any manner the commerce or navigation of his fubje&s thereon;; but that the 

reft of the river beyond thofe limits to the fea, with the canals-of the Sas, thei 
$win, and other neighbouring mouths of the fea, were to continue under the 
fovereignty of the States-general ; they agreed to evacuate and demolifh the forts, 
of Kruifchens, and Frederic-Henry, and cede the territories to his imperial ma- 
jefiiy ; they alfo fubmitted to. his difcretion the forts of Lillo and of Liefken- 
fhoek, with the fortifications in their prefent condition, only referving to them- 
felves the right of withdrawing the artillery and ammunition. They alfo ftipulated 
to pay to his imperial majefty the fum of nine millions and; a half of florins in the 
current money of Holland, in lieu of all his rights and pretenfions on Maeftricht 
and its adjacent territories ; and half a million more as an indemnification to his 
fubje&s.foT the damages they had fuftained from the inundations when the dyke 
near Olio had been broken down by the Dutch. 

"While the count de Vergerines • acquired the glory of having conducted this 
delicate negotiation, he was not inattentive to the immediate interefts of his own 
court. In two days after the treaty *pf peace between the empqrorand Holland 
had been figned, a new treaty of alliance between France and that republic was 
likewife concluded and -finally ratified , the ttipulations were fuch as might have 
been expe&ed from the gratitude of the States, and the addrefs of the court of 
^erfailles. It. included all/the principles which' can ferye to bind or cement, 
i-a the clofefl and moft indiffoluble union, diftin$: nations under diftin^t govern- 
ments; and by which they may mutually participate, in peace or in war, of good 
pr of evil ; and in all cafes adminifter the moft perfect aid, counfel, and fuccour 
to, each other. ...... 

It. alfo prefcribed, if their united good offices for the prefervation of peace 
fhould ;prove ineffeftual, the afliftance they were to impart to each other by fea 
and' land ;- France was to furnifli : Holland with ten thoufand efFe&iv.e infantry, 
two thoufand cavalry, with twelve (hips.of the line and fix frigates ; and their 
high-mightinefies, in cafe of a marine war, or that France fhould be attacked 
by ; fea, were to contribute to her defence fix fhips of the line and three frigates; 
and in cafe, af an attack on the territory of France, the States-general were to 
have the option of furniftiing their land contingent either in money or in troop% 
at the eftimate. of five thoufand infantry, and one thoufand cavalry > and if the 
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ftipnlated fuccours fhould be infufficient for the defence of the party attacked, or 
for procuring a proper peace, they engaged toaffifl each other with all- their for- 
ces, if neceffary ; it being however agreed that the contingent of troops to be 
furniflied by the States-general fhould not exceed twenty thoufand infantry and 
- four thoufand cavalry, 

* It was alfo added, that neither of the contracting powers fhould difarm, or 
make, or receive propofals-of peace . or truce, without the formal confent 
of -the other j they promifed alfo not to - contract any future alliance or en- 
gagement whatever, dire&ly or indire&ly, contrary to the prefent treaty ; and 
on any treaties or negotiations being propofed, -which might prove detri- 
mental to their joint intereft, they pledged their faith to give notice to each 
other of fuch propofals as foon as made* 

- Thus was Holland, after beholding for above a century her fertile fields ravaged 
and her cities aflaulted -by the ambition of the houfe of Bourbon, now become 
the firm ally- of that power again ft whofe encroaching fpirit fhe had formerly 
armed the moft powerful kingdoms in Europe ; while France having afferted the 
independence of America againft Great-Britain, having refcued the States- general 
from the reft left rapacity of the % houfe of Auftria, and having converted arc 
ancient and formidable foe into an ufeful friend, feemed to have -attained an influ- 
ence over the nations of the earth that fhe had never been pofieffed of from the 
fir ft foundations of her monarchy- . 

, But however exalted her prefent fituation - might appear, the feeds of future 
commotion were already apparent to the eye of an accurate obferver ; the ap* 
plaufe that had attended the parliament of Pari3 in their ftruggtes with 

Lewis the Fifteenth, might be confidered as the firft dawn of-: freedom ; the lan- 
guage of that affembly had boldly inculcated to their countrymen their natural 
sights, and taught them to look with a more fteady eye on the luftre that hitherto 
had encompaffed the throne. The war with America had contributed to en- 
large the political ideas of the French ; they had on that occafion ftood forth as 
the champions of liberty, in oppofitron to regal power ; and the officers who had 
a£ted on that confpicuous ftage, accuftomedto think ancLfpeak without reftraint* 
on their return imparted the glorious flame to the provinces of France, which 

had been kindled in the wrlds of America; from that moment the French, in- 

ftead of filently acquiefcing under the edi£ts of their fovereign, canvaffed each 
aft ion with bold and rigid impartiality ; while the attachment of the army, which 
has ever been confidered as the fole foundation of defpotifm, gave way ta an 
enthufiaftic admiration of freedom. 

, -We: -have already noticed the public diflatisfa&ion that had attended the dif- 
• jniflal of xnonfieur Necker ; his.tranfient fuccefTor, ;monfieur de Fleuri, had re- 
ared from the management of the finances in eighty-three, and the more tranfient 
^dminiftration of mdnfieur d'GrmeiTon had expired in the fame year that gave 
birth to it. On his retreat monfieur^de Calonne, who had fucceffively < filled 

trath acknowledged reputation the office of intendant of Metz 3 and afterwards of 
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the" provinces of . Flanders and A'rtois, was. nominated to the port of comptroller- 
generals flexible and infinuating, " eloquentin converfation, and: polifhed :m his 

manners, fertile in refources and liberal in the difpbfal of. the public money, he 
fooh rendered hinifelf acceptable to the courts and acquired the 'favour of? his Sove- 
reign. . But he did not enter upon his new and arduous ftation favoured by the 
breath of popularity ;• he was reported, to be more able. thah confident, arid hot 
to: have tempered the ardour ,of his fpirit. by the feverity of deep refearch ; and 
the people, amid ft repeated: loans, regretted- that. fevere Simplicity which had cha- 
racterized the adiiiiniftration of monfieur Neqker. . !.••/ ; * - - . : T . ■ ! 

. 'A.;D. 1 784. j Yet the firft operations of monfieur Oalonnei had . extorted the 
gerieral approbation ; and.it . was his bold and judicious mea£ures'that had reftored 
credit to the Caifle d'Efeompte, the only incorporated banking company then in 

France, and which had flopped payment a few weeks before his acceffion. In the 
eftablilhment of . the ; Gaiffe d'Arn.ortiffement, • or • finking-fund; he merited a 

ftill higher degree of applaufe. The plan of that fund was finiple'and moderate^ 

it. Wasiito pay annually by government,' into the hands- of; a. board, let apart for 
that purpofe, !the entire intereft of the national -.debts, whether in (lock or annuities; 

together with an additional fum of one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. 
The annuities that would be extinguifhed every year were eftimated at fifty thoufand 
pounds ; and in that proportion, the fum fet apart for" the redemption of the 
national debt, would , annually encreafe. ; The:operation of this new fund was 
limitted to the term of twenty-five years ; and during that term the annual-receipt 
of the Caiffe d'Amortiifement was declared unalterable, and incapable, of being 
diverted to any other objeft. . T - • ■ 

Fro ill. the difcuffion of thefe new regulations of finance, the public attention 
was .directed to the cdnduft of thofe officers who, during the courfe of the war, 
had been. entrufted with the naval forces of France. A council of war, which had 
been commiffioned to try the count de Grafle, and other captains of the fleet defeated 
by; admiral Rodney, honorably acquitted, the commander with the majority of the 
officers, and {lightly cenfur.ed a few, among whom was monfieur Bougainville, who 
had acquired a diftinguifhed reputation in exploring, new coafts, and navigating 
the?moft r diftanfe reeerfifes of, the ocean. . . * 

v. If the perfonal gallantry of the count de GrafTe, though unfortunate, could fe- 

cure him an honorable; acquittal,; the fuccefsful courage and conduct of monfieur 
de Suffrein could not fail of commanding the molt flattering reception. f ■ All ranks 
and orders of men vied with each other in marks of gratitude and attachment to 
the man who had fo nobly fuftained the glory of the French flag, and who had 
fhewed his countrymen the way to conqueft on an element which had fo repeatedly 
witnefifed their defeat and difgrace. The compliment which was paid him by the 
queeri, whether confidered as a mark of ; the. fenfibility of her v chara£ler .or the 
elegance, of \her tafte, cannot be unacceptable ; to . the reader, : _> Introducing hinv 
to the dauphin ^ a boy of three years old, Ihe. added, « this is xftonfieur de S i^ffreifi^ 
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• cc i<y whom we owe die greateft obligations ; - -obfems hini .well, and remembei' 
* cc his name ; it is one of the ftrft: ofthofe which* you mu£t learnta repeat, in order, 
:*5- that you may never forget it" m < : ...■*-. -< : • - « . . 

- A. Dr 178^5.] During the lafl: year,: if the. conduct.of monfieur Colonne had 
not attached popularity to his adminiftration, it yet. might defy cenfure j but the 
principal meafureof the year eighty- five was not equally guarded- from reproach; 
Prom the year feventeen hundred and feventy-three France had been without an 
Eail -India company ; and though the idea of a free trade to that part of the world 
had hitherto been untried in Europe, fhe did not appear to fuffer in an experiment ; 
on the 1 contrary, her annual importation from India during this time was ■cdnfi- 
derably greater than during any former period- Yet not content with the filent 
profit that thus accrued to the pubiie, the court was induced to liften to propofiils 
for eftablifhing> a new -Eaft-India company ; their privilege was- for feveir years, 
with the fpecial provifo, that years, of war- which (hould occur in. the 'interim, 
fliouldbe excluded from the computation. ; 



In the preamble of the aft, by which the fcheme was adopted, it was'afierted; 
. u that the commodities of Europe not having- of late been ; regulated by any 
& common ftandard, or proportioned to the demands of India,, had on. the one 
" hand fold at a low price, while on the other the competition of the;fubje£ts .of 
^.France had raifed the price of the obje£ts of importation;/ that upon. their 

< c return home, a -want of fyftem and affortment had been univerfally : complained 
of, the market being, glutted with one fpecies of goods^ and -totally defllitute of 
^ another^; that thefe- defedfe rauft neccfFarily . continue as long as the trade 
c < remained in private hands ; and that on thefe accounts,' as well as of the capital 
1< required, the effcabliftimerit of a new 'company was abfolutely n^celTary \ 
/ Thefe reafoniiigs appeared^^by ho means fatisfa£tory to' the perfons. principally 



interefted ; it was remarked, that the arguments, of: the preamble:did:naDapplv 




Spods in. the-iflands of -Mauritius and Bourbon fliould be regulated by a tariff, fixed 
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by the court of Versailles, excited ftill louder^©Xvclamations.f>:m: this.ii 

Was faid, 1 that the firft r principlfes, of commerce were trampled upon in; 



inftancerit 

a raaiiiier 



the - moft wanton- aft d ^ab&rd;; inftea : d of' fuffering it to' find: its: own levely byuho 
friutual <K)lliffbri Qf -the wants of one^ party; and the labour 'of another, it. was> 



Arbitrarily to be fafhxoned by; a^powei^ whofe extrerneidift'ance inuft naturally render 
ib : dedfi0n&$ll-^ fThe very mode in which the. monopoly 

was introduced- wafs" a i filbje£b:;o£ complaint; : i& was determined by a. resolution of 




f#r^e£tfrlta^ a&med> theforna of edifte,: and were regiftered 

itf-ihe^fikiienfef if Was pbiogiative s& *tbefe" ;courts 'to verify them that is,; 
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to enquire into the fa&s that had led to the adoption of them. The injured parties 

had an opportunity of being heard before the privilege aflumed the form of a law; 
not privately by the ministers of the fovereign, but publicly by the mod confiderabie 
bodies in the kingdom, and in the face of the nation. 

• Such were the free and animated firi£ures with which the eftablifhment of a. 
new Eaft-India company was attended j nor could it efcape obfervation, that the* 
writers of the day had not only aflumed a bolder and more independent ftyle, but- 
that they were defirous of reviving the pretentions of the parliament, and of 
raifing the tribunal of that aflembly above the will of the crown. 

To monfieur de Calonne thefe difcuffions were far from favourable ; and the 
time was now rapidly approaching, when the neceffities of the ftate would 
compel him to meafures ftili more unpopular, and deftined to undergo a feverer 
fcrutiny j though peace had been re-eftablifhed throughout Europe for three years,* 
yet the finances of France feemed fcarce affe&ed by this interval of tranquillity, 
and it was found requifite to clofe every year with a loan ; the public expendi- 
ture of the year eighty-five might probably feem to fanction this meafure. It 
had been thought proper to fortify Cherbourg upon a large and magnificent 
fcale i the claim of the emperor to the navigation of the Schelde, had obliged 
the French to increafe their land fores, either to form a refpe&able neutrality, or 

to a 111 ft effectually their Dutch allies ; and the marquis de Caftries, 'fond of war, 
and profufe in his defigns, had not fuffered the navy, which monfieur Sartine had 
furrendered into his hands, to moulder away during the interval of peace. 

A. D.' 1 786. J The treaty of commerce concluded this year with Great- 
Britain was a newfource of difcontent ; though regarded by the Englifh manufac- 
turers as far from advantageous, it excited in France dill -louder murmurs, and* 
was criticifed with 'an' uncommon degree of afperity. It was confidered "as 

eftablifhments which were vet unable to vis 



with the manufactures of England, that had attained to maturity; and the 
market that it held out for the wines and oils of France was parted over in 
filence, while the diftrefs of the artifan was painted in the mo ft (hiking and 
lively colours. 

- But when the edidt for regiftermg the loan at the conclufion of the lafl: yeaiy 
and which amounted to the fum of three-millions three-hundred and thirty- thou- 
fand pounds, was prefented to the parliament of Paris, the murmurs of the peow 



legal 



The 



king however fignified to the felefit deputation that was commiffioned to convey to 
him their remonftrances, that he expefted to be obeyed without further delay - T 
accordingly the ceremony of the regiftermg took place_on the next day ; but was 
accompanied with a resolution, importing that public economy was the only 
genuine fource of abundant revenue, the only means of providing for the necef- 
fities of the flaw, and reftorihg. that credit;. which: borrowing had reduced to the 
brink of ruin. 

Vol. III. 5 T 



53* HISTORY OF FRANCE. [178^ 

This proceeding was no fooner known than the king required the attendance of 
the grand deputation of parliament ; he erafed from their records the relblution 
that had been adopted ; and obferved, though it was his pleafure that the par- 
liament ihould communicate by its refpe&ful reprefentations whatever might 
intereft the good of the public, yet he never would confent that they fhould fo far 
abufe his confidence and clemency as to eredt themfelves into the cenfors of his 
adminiftration ; he expe&ed in future that they fhould confine their expreffions 
within the limits of wifdom and loyalty; he declared himfelf fatisfied with the 
conduct of the comptroller- general, and determined on no account to fuffer- 
groundlefs apprehenfions to interfere with the -plans calculated for the good of 
the (late and the eafe of the nation ; and more ftrongly to mark his dif pleafure at 
their expoftuiations, he* directed the difmiflion from further fervice, of one of their 
officers, who had appeared mod active in forwarding the late relblution. 
. Though the approbation and fupport of his fovereign was doubtlefs highly 
gratifying to monfieur de Cabnne,. yet he could not fail of feeling himfelf deeply 
mortified by the oppcfition of the parliament ; his addrefs to concilitate that 
aflembly had proved ineffectual, and he experienced their inflexible averiicn at 
the critical jyn&ure when their acquiefcence might have proved of the molt effen- 
tial fervioe. An anxious enquiry into the ftate of the public finances, had con- 
vinced him that 'the expenditure by far exceeded the revenue ; in the prefent 
fituation, to impofe new taxes was impoffible, to continue the method of borrow- 
ing was ruinous, and to have recourfe only to (Economical reforms, would be 
found ; wholly inadequate ; and he hefitated not to declare that it would be im- 
poffible to place the finances on a folid bafis, but by the reformation of whatever 
was vicious in the conftitution of the ft ate. 

To give weight to this reform, the minrfter was fenfible that fomething more 
was neceffary than the royal authority; he perceived that the parliament was 
neither a fit inftrument for introducing a new order into public affairs, nor would 
fubmit to be apaflive machine for fan&ioning the plans of a minifter, even if thofe 
plans were the emanations of perfect wifdom. Though originally a body of 
lawyers, indebted for their appointments to the king, there was not an attribute- 
of genuine legiflative affembly that they' did not feern. defifous to engrofs to them- 
felves ; and they had been fupported in their pretenfionsby the plaudits of the 
the people, who were fenfible that there was no other body in the nation that could 
plead their caufe againfl royal oppreffion ; to fupprefs therefore the only power 
of control that remained, and to render the government more arbitrary, was. 
deemed by the comptroller-general a meafure of too much hardihood * r yet to 
leave the parliament in: the full poffefiion of their influence, an influence that 
he was convinced would-be exerted againfl him, was at once to render his whole 
jyftem abortive. ... 

Under thefe circumftances, the only alternative that feemed to remain was to 
tiave recourfe to fome other affembly, more dignified and folemn in its charade^ 
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and that fhould confift hi a greater degree of members from the various orders 
of the (late, and the different provinces of the kingdom. This promifed to be 
a popular meafure ; it implied a deference to the people at large, and might be 
expected to prove greatly acceptable ; but the true and. legitimate aflembly of 
the nation, the ftates-general, had not met Jince the year fixceen hundred ancl 
fourteen ; nor could the minifter flatter himfelf with the hope of obtaining the 
royal afient to a meeting which a defpotic fovereign could not^but regard with 
fecret jealoufy. Another aflembly had occafionally been fubflituted in the room 
of the ftates-general ; ; this \vas<diftinguifhed by the title of the Rotables r and con- 
fifted of a number of perfons from all parts of the kingdom, chiefly fele&ed from 
thehigher orders of the ftate, and nominated by the king himfelf. This aflembly 
had been convened by Henry the Fourth, and again by Lewis the Thirteenth - y 

and was now. once more fummoned by the authority of the prefent monarch. 

The writs for calling together the aflembly of the notables were dated on the 
twenty-ninth of December eighty-fix ; they were addrefled to feven princes of 
the blood, nine dukes and peers of- France,- eight field marefchals, twenty-two. 
nobles, eight counfellors of Rate, tour matters of requefts, eleven archbiihops and' 
bilhops, thirty-feven of the heads of- the law, .twelve deputies of the pays d'euus, the 
lieutenant-civil, and .twenty-five magiftrates of the different towns of the kingdom.* 
The number of members was one hundred and forty-four; and the twenty-ninth 
of January eighty-feven was the period appointed for their opening. : 
A.'D.\ 17S7. j Ic was at the moment when the members of the notables had 
arrived at Paris, and that the attention of all. the clafles in- the kingdom was 
fixed upon their meeting as an important eera in the national .: hiftory, that the 
minifter found himfelf yet unprepared to fubmit his fyftem to their infpedion, and 
poftponed the opening of the council. to the feventh of February. This delay 
was injudicious in the higheft degree; politics had occupied the minds of men,' 
particularly in the metropolis, to the exclufion of every other fubjecl ; fome of 
the plans of the comptroller-general had not been entirely concealed ; and- it was 
natural that they fhould engage the premature refle&ions of the notables, forced 
from their ufuai employments, and left without any other occupation for their 
leifure ; yet it was the defign of ■ the minifter rather to dazzle their imagination, 
than to derive information from their debates ; and he well knew if once they 
proceeded to doubt, they would aflame the guile of a legiflature, inftegd of a 
council of ftate, a circiimftance the fartheft from his intentions. 

A fecond- delay to the fourteenth of the fame month was occafioned by the 
indifpofition of monfieur de Calonne himfelf, and that of the count de Vergennes, 
prefident of the council of finance, and firft fecretary of ftate ; and a third pro- 
craftination was the neceflary reftilt of the death of the count on the day previous 
to that fixed for the opening of the meeting. He was fucceeded in the department 
of foreign affairs by the count de Montmorin* a nobleman of unblemifhed. charac- 
ter. But his lofs at this critical jun&ure was feverely felt by the comptroller -gene- 
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ral; he alone of "all the miriifters had entered with warmth ami fracerity into the 

plans of monfieur de Calonne. Monfieur de Miromefnil, keeper of the feals, 
was avowedly the rival and enemy of that ftatefman. The marefchal de Caftries, 
fecretary for the marine department, was perfonally attached to Mr. Necker, and 
preferred the interefts of friendfhip to confederations which might otherwife have 
engaged hisfupport; and the baron de Breteuil, fecretary for the houfiiold, was 
the creature of the queen, and deeply engaged in what was called the Auftrian 

fyftem. ^ ... . 

. It was under thefe difficulties that monfieur de Calonne, on the twenty-fecond 
of February, firft met the aifembly of the notables, and opened his long^expe&ed 
plan. He began by dating that the public expenditure had for centuries pall 
exceeded the revenue, and that a very confiderable deficiency had of courfe 
exifted ; that the Miflifippi fcheme . of feventeen hundred and twenty, had by no 
means, as might have been expected, reftored the. balance ; that under the oeco-- 
nomicai adminiftration of cardinal Fleuri the deficit ftill exifted \ that the progrefs 
of this derangement under the laft reign had been extreme; at the appointment 
of the abb6 Terray it had amounted to three millions fterling ; that minifter had 
reduced it to one iriillion fix hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds ; it be- 
came fomewhat lefs under the Ihort adminiftrations that followed ; it rofe again 
in confequence of the war, under the adminiftration of monfieur Necker ; and 
at his own acceffion to office,, it was three millions three hundred and thirty 
thoufand pounds 

To remedy this evil the comptroller-general recommended a territorial impoft, 
in the nature of the Englifh land-tax, from which no rank or order of men were 
to be exempted; an enquiry into the poiTeffions'of the clergy, which hitherto 
had been deemed facred, from their proportion of the public burthens ; the vari- 
ous branches of internal taxation were alfo to undergo a ftritt examination ; and 
a confiderable refource was prefented in mortgaging the demefne lands of the 
crown. 

The very necefiity for thefe reforms was combated with a degree of bolclnefs 
and depth of reafoning that could not fail of llrongly impreffing the aifembly; 
and from the hope of ready acquiefcence,' the minifter was now launched into the 
boundlefe. ocean of political controyerfy. Before monfieur Necker retired from 
the management of the finances, he had publifhed his Compce rendu au Roi, in 
which France was reprefented as poffeffing a clear furplus of four hundred and. 
twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling ; this performance had been read with avidity, 
and had been regarded as marking a: new era in the hiftory of France ; it probably 
contributed to eftrange from the author the royal countenance ; but the credit ot it 
was ably vindicated by monfieur de Brienne, archbifhop of Thouloufe, a prelate 
eloquent and ambitious, and the paffionate advocate and admirer of monfieur 

Necker. " . . 

i 

■ 
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A fiill more formidable adversary prefented himfelf to the comptroller-general 
in the count de Mirabeau, This extraordinary man, has been charadterifed as 
reftlefs in his difpofitian, licentious in his morals, but bold, penetrating, and en- 
terprifing ; yet envy which rarely admits, perfe&icii of chara&er to exift with 
tranfcendant genius has never queftioned his fuperiority as a politician and an orator. 
He had occafionally vifited every court in Europe ; he had at one time been ad- 
mitted to the confidence of the minifter, and had been dire&ed, though, in no 
oftenfible chirafter, to obferve at Berlin the difpofition of the fucceffor of the 
great Frederic ; in this capacity he was frequently expofed to neglect and difap- 
pointment ; his letters were often left unanfwered ; difguft quickly fucceeded to 
admiration ; and he who entered the Pruflian court the intimate friend, returned 
to Paris the avowed enemy of monfieur de Calonne : while the archbilhop of 
Thouloufe arraigned the underflanding, the count de Mirabeau impeached the 
integrity of the comptroller general ; he hefitated not to rank him among thofe 
who preferred their fortune to their honour ; and who had augmented their 
wealth by the moft dishonourable fpeculations in the funds ; he added that all his" 
operations bore the ftamp of defpotifm and perfonal intereft ; and he called upon 
the notables to addrefs their fovereign in the honeft language of truth ; " let 
them tell him," faid he, " that a man, who was eftranged to every principle 
of good faith, of fidelity in engagements, of refpecl to property, was unfit to 
" remain at the helm of commerce, of contracts, and of law. Let them tell 
him that pliancy of fpirit, facility of ftudy, corre&nefs of ftyle, the elegance 

of his preambles, the charms of his elocution, were but fo many new crimes 
in a minifter, who developed with fkill the principles of an honeft policy, and 
eluded and infulted them in his practice." • 

The eloquence of monfieur de Calonne might have poflibly vindicated his 
fyftem and his reputation againft the calculations of Brienne, and the fplendid 
inve&ives of Mirabeau ; but the genius of the comptroller-general funk under 
the influence of the three great bodies of the nation ; the grand and effential 
ebjeft of reform, was to equalize the public burthens, and by rendering the taxes 
general, to diminifh the load of the lower and moft ufeful claffes of the people* 
The ancient nobility and the clergy had ever been free from all public afleffments ; 
and had the evil gone no further, it might have been ftill perhaps borne with 
patience ; but through the fhameful cuftom of felling patents of nobility, fuch 
crowds of new noblefle ftarted up, that every province in the kingdom -was filled, 
with them ; the firft objedt with thofe who had acquired fortunes rapidly, was to 
purchafe a patent, which, befides gratifying their vanity, afforded an exemption* 
to them and their pofterity from contributing proportionably to the exigencies of 
the flare ; the magiftracies likewife throughout the kingdom enjoyed their lhare 
of thefe exemptions ; fo that the whole weight of the taxes fell on thofe who were 
leaft able to bear them. 
The defign of equalizing the public burthens, though undoubtedly great, thus 

united againft the minifter, the nobility, the clergy, and the magiftracy j and the 
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event was fuch as might have been expe&ed ; the intrigues of thole three bodies 

raifed againft him fo loud a clamour, that finding it impoflible to item the torrent* 
xnonfieur de Calonne not only refigned his place on the twelfth of April, but foon 
after retired to England from the ftorm of perfecution ; yet one ray of royal favor 
ftill gilded the evening of his adminiftration ; and his rival, monfieur Miromefnil* 
received at the fame time orders to refign the feals. 

While the mind of Lewis was affiduouliy occupied by the rifing fpirit of difcon- 
tent at home, the republic of Holland, his new and clofe ally, prefented a fcene 
of anarchy and fadlionthat demanded his moft ferious attention. "The prince of 
Orange had been dripped of all authority by the democratic party and retiring 
from the Hague, maintained the (hadow of a court at Nimeguen ; yet feeble as 
his influence might appear in the United Provinces, he was ftill formidable from 
his powerful connexions. His brother-in-law, the new king of Pruffia, for Fre- 
derick the. Great had clofed his long and fplendid career, was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to promote the interefts of the ftadtholder j and had offered, in concert 
with France,; to undertake the arduous tafk of compofmg the differences which 

cliftratted the republic ; the propofal was received with apparent cordiality by the 
court of Verfailles ; and monfieur de Rayneval, who had already acquired confi- 
derable credit in negociation, particularly in concluding the late treaty of com- 
inerce with England, was appointed to be representative of Lewis in the office of 
mediation. 

. Notwithftanding thefe pacific meafures, it could fcaree be expe&ed that France 
would become the iuftrument of reftoring the prince of Orange to that fhare of 
weight and powjsr which he had before occupied in the republic j and thus 
abandon one of the longeft and deareft objedls of her policy, the eftablifhing a 
fupreme and permanent controul in the affairs of Holland \ the conditions that 
were framed by the Louveftein fa&ion as the bafis of reconciliation, were fuch 
as plainly implied their defign to contratt the influence and authority of the ftadt* 
holder within very narrow limits ; on his renouncing his right of filling up the 
occafional vacancies in the town-fenates, he was to be reftored to the nominal 
office of captain-general ; but he was to be reftrained from marching the troops 
into or out af any province, without leave from the refpe&ive provinces con- 
cerned; and he was alfo to fubfcribe a refolution, palled fome time before by the 
fenate of Amfterdam, that the command fhould at all times be revocable at the 
pleafure of the ftates. 

Had the prince of Orange acquiefced in thefe preliminaries, France would have 
completely attained the objeft of her long negoeiations, and by means of the 
Louveftein fa&ion have acquired the afcendancy that fhe had repeatedly fought in 
the councils of Holland ; but however unequal the prince of Orange might feem 
to the difficulties that fur rounded him, every deficiency was fupplied by the 
genius, the fpirit, and the abilities of his royal confort ; ftie pertinacioufly refufed 

to give up any rights that had been attached to the office of ftadtholder j and mon- 
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fieur de Rayneval having in vain endeavoured to overcome her inflexible refolu- 
tion, broke off the correfpondence between the Hague and Nimeguen, and 
returned to Paris about the middle of January eighty-feven. 

A. D. 1787.] It was about this time that the republican party brought forward 
the propofal of fufpending the prince of Orange from his offices of ftadtholder and 
admiral-general ; the queftion was agitated with the utmoft warmth and acrimony 

for two fucceffive days ; but thofe who had propofed it found the oppofition fo 

formidable, and the afpeft of the independent members fo doubtful, that they 
did not choofe to hazard the decifion of a vote. 

To this defeat it is not improbable that the abfence of Van Berkel, the firft 
penfionary of Amfterdam; in a great meafure contributed ; this man had long 
been the leader and foul of the republican party, and was well qualified by his 
various, talents for that lofty fituation ; by his opponents it has been afferted, that 
his, ambition was boundlefs ; but that his. love of power was ftiii exceeded by 
his. luft of wealth $ and tempted by the emoluments of office alone, he had facri- 
ficed his influence at home to the lucrative appointment of reprefenting, the 
republic as minifter to the United States of America. His adherents have placed 
him in the firft rank of their patriots and fages, and reprefent him as facrificing 

his perfonal fortune inanembafiy wfrere. he could acquire only danger and honour. 

The abfence of this celebrated demagogue, though it embarraffed the counfels, 
did'not extinguifh the zeal and fpirit of his party. They were convinced that their 
power could only be retained by prompt and decifive meafures.. In the fenate of 
Amfterdam their influence daily diminifhed; in that of Rotterdam they had been: 
out-voted by a confiderable majority ^ the provinces of Zealand, Friefland, 
Utrecht, and Guelderland, had evinced the ftrongeft inclination towards the 
prince of Orange ; and the fraall provincqs of Groningep and Overyffel alone 
remained firmly attached to them. Thus, already tottering, they had recourfe 
to the reftlefs multitude ; aflfociations were formed, and large fums of money 
fubferibed ; and the burghers, provided with arms, foon proceeded to a&s of 
open outrage. At Rotterdam they furrounded the fenate-houfe, compelled the 
fenate to depofe feven of their body* whom they confidered as t moft adverfe to 
their defigns \ and veiling their violence under the form of an ele&ion, they filled 
the vacant places with feven of the moft zealous of their own party j and as the 
degraded fenators comprifed the deputies of the city in the aflembly of the pro- 
vincial ftates, the reprefentation of Rotterdam was of courfe totally changed. 

On the very fame day that the fenate of Rotterdam was purged in this manner 
by the armed ..burghers, fimilar meafures were purfued by their brethren at Am- 
fterdam. They furrounded the fenate houfe early in the morning : and the .af- 
. frighted magiftrates entered into a negotiation with thqm, which wa& fgun^out 
until the evening, when finding they had no alternative, they were obliged to 
fubmit to the demands of the populace* by declaring that nine members of thewt 
body, whom the republican party had profcribed, had abdicated their offices* 
Among thefe vi&ims to the revolution, were three deputies to the affembly <?f 

- the provincial ftates 5 who had lately voted on fome occafions on the fide of the- 
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fladtholder. At the fame time that they were clearing the fenate of their adver- 
faries, the four colon Is of the city militia, and confequently the only legal comi. 

manders of the burghers, were doomed to undergo their perfecution, and obliged 
to fend in their refignations. 

' The court of Verfailles had hitherto reafon to exult in the fuccefs of their 
party ; the republican faction feemed every where triumphant, and the trembling 
adherents of the prince of Orange, each moment expected to be overwhelmed 
by the headlong torrent; but the turbulent difpofition of the people had at length 
aroufed from their lethargy the ftates-general, who, accuftomed lolely to guard 
the republic from foreign invafion, regarded with no little emotion the difientions 
of the different provinces. The dread of beholding the whole commonwealth in- 
volved in anarchy, awaked the latent fparks of power which, however concealed, 
inuft fubfift in all ftates. The prefumption of the city of Utrecht in withdrawing 
it? allotted quota of revenue from their difpofal, feemed an objeft that merited 
immediate chaflifement ; and a body of troops was commanded by the provincial 
Hates to befiege and humble the haughty inhabitants of that opulent capital. This 

feeble detachment was however encountered by a band of armed burghers : it 

was on this occafion that the firft blood was flied in this civil conflict, and the 
regulars endured the mortification of retiring before an inferior number of un- 
disciplined citizens. 

Yet while the republicans received with avowed triumph the fuccefs of their 
firft efiay in arms, they were blind to the tempeft that impended over them : 
whether too confident of their own 'ftrength, they had negle&ed to footh, or 
were incapable of affumirig thofe conciliating manners necefiary to command the 
affetlions of the military : — the fkirmifti near Utrecht had fcarce taken place, be- 
fore the province of Holland was alarmed by the defection of two thirds of its 
regular forces, who quitted the polls that had been afligned them/ and declared in 
favour of the prince of Orange. To fupply the deficiency, the volunteers and 
armed burghers were fummoned to the defence of their country, and were ap- 
pointed to guard the frontiers. 

* While „the ftates of that province were occupied in reprefling the fpirit of de- 
fertion among their troops, an event took place which introduced new and more 
important a&ors on the ftage, and ablbrbed every other confideration. The 
princefs of Orange, who had been driven by the violence of the adverfe party 
from the Hague, now determined to return to the vicinity of that place, with the 
intention, as (he declared, of communicating with the dates-general, and bringing 
forward fuch conciliatory proportions, in the name of the prince, her hufband^ 
as might avert if poffible the evils and horrors of a civil war. 



But 
in ord 



the adverfe party regarded this journey in a different light ; 
er to facilitate the ftadtholder's open operations a {rah: ft the 



they faid, that 

open operations again ft them in the field, 
the princefs had come into Holland, with a view of exciting infurre&ion and 
rebellion; and that the debauching the troops of the fta~e, and increaling, their 

late defection, was aifo probably included in the fyftem j by thefe pretences they 
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endeavoured fa conciliate' the minds of * the populace to, a»d iia^ttde&fc 

niealure.o& which they now ventured j for the princefs: had fearce paffed Jkhoo 
hoveiiv on the borders of Holland^ befeire far rounded .by a party of 

armed burghers, and was conveyed with every mark of licentious brutality to & 
final! town at a cdnfiderable diftahce ; 'flie was thence efcorted by the {%m£ gsardfc 
to Schoonboven j and hopelefs of being permitted to purfue h&r Journey to tife 
Hague, ffae fet out the next day for Nimeguen* 

- The king of Prufiia, who had beheld with fecret indigaatio©, but with well* 
affunved indifference, the rights of his brother-in-law invaded by the .tarbulenfc 
fpirit of the ftates of Holland, now found in the infuli offered to his filler, that 
pretence for interference that he had lb long ardently wi&ed for. He ordered a. 
ftrong memorial to be prefented to the ftates,. of Holland, in which he infifted on 
the moft ample and fpeedy fafisfaSion ; at the fame time he reprefented the in- 
dignity that he had fuffered, in the pexfon of the princefs, to the court of Ver* 
failles y and Lewis in pointed terms condemned the infult, and recommended to 

the ftates to efface the affront by the moft liberal reparation. 

The republican party could not conceal their mortification at finding their 
conduct condemned by that ally on whofe fupport they depended ; yet whatever 
appearances the court of Verfailles might think proper to preferve, the ftates of 
Holland ftill implicitly relied on the faith of France, and concluded that in the 
hour of extremity her aiSftance would be proportioned to their diftrefs. In this 
confidence they ftill rejected .all language of -fubmifiion ; they refufed to enter 
into any difcuflion of the fuhjeft, and ifiued orders that every thing fhould be 
prepared for laying the country under water, the moment any foreign troops 
Ihould violate the territories of the republic. * * * . 

The court of Berlin immediately made every difpofition for entering into a&iori j 
jpiine thoufand Pruflian troops lined the frontiers of the duchy of Cleves, bordering 
on the territories of the republic ; the governor of Wefel received ^orders to 
prepare accomodations for the reception of an army of fixty or feventy thoufand 
men ; and the celebrated hereditary duke of Rrunfwick, who by the death of 




father was w>w become the fovereign and reigning duke of that country, 
called from his tranquil .enjoyments, to command the forces of his sroyal kinfman a 
,the king of Prufiia. 

- The prince of Qrange himfelFwas hot en tir el yinaftive during thefe teanfaftions, 
With the f mall -army that he had affembled, he poffeflfed himfelf by a x:oup de 
main of thp fortified: town of Wick, in the province of Utrecht ; a place eminently 
noted for its early adoption of the moft violent republican principles j and which, 
from its fituation, was of ftill more importance, fince eftablithed ojj. the borders 
»F Holland, • twenty^f our .miles only frcxm Amfterdam, it .commanded the courfe 
of that part of the Rhine called the Lech, and might be confidered as the key cff 
♦he ^province oh the fide of Utrecht : he foon after reduced Harderwycke, a town 

iia 4Suelderland, ^re^led on the Zaiyder-fea, was acknowledged by the city of 

Vox,,' III . . 



f 



540 HISTORY OF FRANCE. ' [1787; 

* 

Middleburg and the whole province of Zealand, which declared without referve 

in his favour, blocked up the city of Utrecht, and repulfed an attempt that was* 
made by the fuperior numbers of the garrifon and inhabitants on one of his 
out-pofts* 

Thefe fuccefles probably ferved to quicken the motions of the Pruflians ; and 
the duke of Brunfwick, at the head of an army which confifted of about eighteen 
thoufand men, furnifhed with a train of light artillery, advanced from the duchy, 
of Cleves, and about the middle of September entered the province of Guelder- 
land in three columns ; that on the right, which dire&ed its courfe to the north- 
ward, was under the command of general Lottum ; the centre was entrufted to 

the generals Waldeck and Gaudi ; and the left, which pointed its march to the 
fouth, was led by the duke in perfon. 

The fuccefs of each divifion was fuch as might have been expected from the 
dread conceived of the Pruflian arms ; and no fuperiority of number could em- 
boiden either the regular or irregular forces of the" province to endure any thing 
like a conflict even with the huffars and chaffeurs. Gorcum, though in a con- 
fiderable ftateof defence, and under the government of the celebrated colonel 
and chamberlain Capelle, fo eminent for his republican principles, fufrendered 
after a few fliots ; and the garrifon and governor yielded themfelves prilbners of 
war to the dtke of Brunfwick ; Newport and Schoonhoven, both capable of a 
long refinance, were abandoned by their garrifons : Dort, Leyden, and Haerlem,. 
fubmitted on the firft fummons ; and Rotterdam, on the appearance of the 
Pruflians, threw open her gates and received the invaders with the loudeft 

acclamations* 

The progrefs of the column in the centre was equally rapid and fplendid ; on 
the approach of it, the turbulent city of Utrecht, which had derided the fmall 
# army under the prince of Orange, was thrown into the utmoft confirmation ; 
every other object and cofideration immediately gave way to the defire of efeape ; 
the city was evacuated by all orders of armed men ; the artillery , was left on 

the works without fentinels or guards ; and the prince of Orange, without oppofi- 
tion, took poffeflion of a city which had long been confidered as the great bul- 
wark of the province of Holland, and, next to Amfterdam, as tlie principal feaS 
and grand citadel of the republican party. 

The column led by general Lottum on the right, met with rather more refift- 
ance; Naarden, a ftrong place, lying at the fouth end of the Zuyder-Sea, with- 
in thirteen miles of Amfterdam, reje&ing the fummons of the Pruflian commander, 
and gallantry prepared for defence. But general Lottum, whofe detachment 
was by no r^.eans provided for a fiege, turned afide from the walls and received 
the fubimflion of Nieuwerfluys, a ftrong fortrefs, with a garrifon of near eight 
hundred foldiers, who furrendered prifoners of war. 

During thefe military tranfa&ions, an unexpe&ed revolution had taken place 

at the Hague j thattown* the refidenee of the flatesof Holland* was yet ftrong?- 
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t ■ 

ly ^attached to the'perfdn and interests of the- prince of Orange.; the governing 



party 



body 



to overawe . the ordinary garrifon and inhabitants ; but under the difinay which the 
progrefs.of the Pruffiansi had excited on the republican fide; it was eafi : y feen 
that the volunteers would not long be able to keep the populace in fubje&ion, 



and ; feveral principal 
Amfterdam. 



gly retired for fafety to 



offices and rights from which he had been fufpende I, 
all proceedings which had been purfued againft him in 



The event juftified their. precaution ; the Swifs foldiers, who formerly . compos- 
ed .the ftadtholder's ftate-guard, boldly affembled,; and carried off the two pieces 

of cannon that 'had been affigiied for the fupport of the volunteers — their zeal 

foon communicated to the inhabitants — the republicans on every fide weredifarm- 
e( j — the mod violent members of the ftates retired to Amfterdam— and the 
reft of that aflembly immediately fent a* deputation to folicit the return of the 
prince of Orange. 

• The prince accepted with tranfport the invitation, and with his confort was recciv- 
edat the Hague with every demonftration of joy the ftates, without hefitation, 
reftored him to all thofe ~ 

and.confequently annulled all proceedings which had been purfue 
that province; they lik'ewife iffued an edict forbidding all attempts to inundate the 
country, and ftri&ly commanding the governors of all cities to give free admiffion 
to the Pruflian troops ; in confequence of thisbaron Matha, governor of Naarden 
opened the gates of that town, on the fame principles of duty on which before he 
had kept them clofed. 

.'All oppofition was now centred in the city of Amfterdam, and its environs, . 
whither the . molt; a£Hye and* niqft ob(linate : of. : the republican party had fled from 
all quarters. That proud capital, undifmayed by the general defeftion, made, 
every preparation [for the^mpft^efparate refiftance.- The furrounding country was 
laid: under water, ftrong batteries were every where erefted, all the pofts capable of 
comm anding the roads leading into the town were entrenched and fortified ; .and . 
ihe citizens declared they \vould hold out to the laft extremity. ] 
- The danger was" indeed already at their gates ; for the duke of Brunfwick had • 
eftablillied round the city a chain of pofts whereever the nature of the ground -ami 
the, inter fe&ion of the. dykes would admit; a tranfient . negociation was fcarce 
fuffered to interrupt his ardour ; and on finding the fpirits of the Amfterdammers 
yet unfubdued, he determined to force their boafted barrier. In order to render 
the alarm and confirmation , more general / he not only ordered all the pofts to be 
;attacked;at ;the fame inftant, but that each iliould be attacked in every quarter, that 
if could >be: approached ;* in a defence fo extenfive, it is not furprifing that fome 
^weak - point ihould have efcaped the vigilance, or exceeded<the ftrength of the 
befieged ; the military talents of the duke of Brunfwick had never been difplayed 
to'more: advantage, he availed; himfelf;of every favourable occurrence, andnot- 

^wkhftanding.the gallantry of the republicans, penetrated and eftablifhed his. pofts 
within their boafted barrier* " ' 
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■ The haughty y&y of XnifterteS tfai Am T&tXht feft time tMtVered to' the diT- 

creticn of a victor, and. oberi oti ever v' nde : to bombardment,, rdl\n9baittlv - eoiide- 



ended tto 'the lahguaee aF'fdbrtiiflktt- 



by 



to fubkrrbe 



l^he m&giftraeif declared tfremfei'ves 
?e r toi^ftif-tos which iftiV '\ie!'ded 

x mm 



' Sixteen tifcffoii& nr&ft 



left 



£rmcefs of Orange wefe deprived of their frefpe&i v*e < r &fes the membmfxbf the 
regency, who had been tumultuqufly depofed for their attachment ttMhefradt* 
holder, were immediately refto^d ; ' the burgherfs, atid "alt per&n&. ' ift ^the crown,, 
except the legal rtiilkia, We're to be difariried ; and the Ley deft-gate Was delivered 
up to the Priiffians, to facilitate the performance of the laft condition. 
• The court of Yerfailies had Wg tufted to the natuVfel ftrength of .th* repub- 
lican party, iand had been aflidttous throughput the whole fuinmer in endeatfmtf., 
ing to fecond them by -evety defcription of fuccours that could be privately 
imparted. Crowds of, French officers arrived every day in Holland, and either 

deceived commiffions in the fervice 4 of the ftates, ofa&ed as Volunteers in their 

troops. Several. hundreds of tried and experienced foldiers, whofe fidelity and 
difcretion could be relied on, wtre felefted from different regiments, and being 
furhilhed wih rtioney for th$ir journey, and affui-ances of future favour, were 
difpatched in fmall parties to join the trcfo^s, and to dildpline the burghers and 
volunteers. A confiderable corps of engineers, /difguifed. is mechanics, and 



inftru&ed what arifwers to iftakfe 
towards Amfterdatfn and to -'affift 



Thefe 



been 



the- 



tfoe-^eutt of Berlin had- tafasi* 



h celerity 



already 



defparate, that it was doubtful whether their affairs 'c'told ^be t^ftored 




'orders to equip fifteen fail of the line at ; Breft, and recalled a ftnall fquadron 
'which'had bee'nxbmriiiffioned oh a fummet's.'cruife 0ii;tiiZ "cbaft tffc-PoTtiugal. 
' In'thefe preparatioris the icing of FranceTeemed rather to -regard his own dignity, 
than to be actuated by any hopes of affording effe'&ual *eHef *b Ms iafc. All 
oppbfitidn in. Holland might be already corifidered a8 extiftguiftie^. 'Ithe ftates 

Wetnbled at the Hague, hdd officially notified to the' court of VerfaiUe*, that the 



difpu^es bet ween that province and the ftadtholder %erfe 
~itid as the Citcutriftahces i which gave occSfion for 1 tfaeir 



happily 



fid 1'tihger Sxifted, fo the Tuccburs which 'they then requefted ! would be now 

iietefikry. 

* tJhHer thefe cif cumftances 'France could only wim to extricate herfelf from 

ferefent difficritywith'hdnbur j -and the French king therefore readily ^fteaetl 
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memorial from the Britifli minifters at Paris, who propofed, te> prefer vS thegGpd 
underftanding between the two crowns, that all warlike preparations fliould be 
difcontinued, and that the navies 'of both nations fliould be again placed on the 
footing of a peace eftabli(hmer*t. This was willii^giy acceded to by th,e court of 
Verfaiiles ; a ftiort inftrument was figned by nionfieur de Montpioyin *an4 the 
duke of Dorfet, in the names of their refpe&ive fovereigns ; and that harmony 
which had been tranfiently interrupted, was reftored between France aud Great* 
Britain. 

Though Lewis could not but feverely feel the mortification of thus relinquiftiing 
the afcendancy that he had attained in the conucils of Hpiland * and was not 
infenfible to the difgrace of abandoning a people who had implicitly relie.d pa 
his faith, yet every other confideration was abfor,bed fry the ftate of his own 
domeftic concerns, and the internal Tituation of his kingdom, which furniftied 
matter for deep and ferious refle&ion. The difmiffarof monfieur de Calonne 
had left France without a minifter, and almoft without a fyftem ; and though 
the king bore the oppofition of the notables, with admirable .temper, yet the dis- 
appointment which he had experienced was grievous and highly difcouraging* 

Without obtaining any relief for his moft urgent neceflities, he perceived too late 

that he had opened a path to the reftor^tion of the ancient conftitution of France, 
: which had been undermined by the crafty Lewis the Eleventh, and had been 
nearly fwept away by the daring and fanguinary counfels of Richelieu, under 
•Lewis the Thirteenth. The notables had indeed conduced themfelves with ref- 

■ 

peel .a.nd moderation, but at the fame time they had not been deficient in firmnefs 5 
idle appointment of monfieur de Brienne, archbifliop of Thouloufe, and . the 
Vyigbrpus adverfary of monfieur de Calonne, to the office of comptroller-general, 
^prob^bly contributed to preferve the appearance of good humour in that 
'alTenibly ; yet the propofed territorial impoft or general land-tax, which was an 

objeS fp ardently coveted by the court, was reje&ed and, on this pccafion the attor- 

'ney-genergj of Proven9e was bold enough to declare, that neither tha^affembly, 
the parliaments^ -nor the king himfelf, couid aflefs any fuch nnpoft in the country 
\vhich he reprefented, fince it was directly contrary to the fpecifoc and indefeafi* 

ble rights of the people. 

The kjflg now deprived of any further hope of rendering the convention the 
Inftriitnent for extricating him fropi his embarraiTments, determined to difmifs 
the meeting ; his Ipee.ch.on diffolving the afiembly was well calculated tp engage 
"theliiclinations of the members. He acknowledged that they /had fulfilled his 
expectations in affifting him- with their counfels ; that they had not only properly 
enquired iij to various abufes, but had fuggefted the means of reforming them ; 
that .they liad done n:u.ch towards- the attainment of the grand object of reducing 

the e^pences.pf the ftate to a level with the. public revenues, by the provifional 
taxes which they had recommended as the moft proper to be laid ojijhjs fubje&s $ 
and* he* concluded by declaring the fatisfaftion that he enjoyed in the hope, that 

Vol. III. 5 Y 
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thefe new imports would not be fo burthenfome as thofe of former times j the only 
wifli of his heart being that of rendering his people as contented and happy as; 

poffible- 

Lewis thus difappointed of thofe advantages, which he had flattered himfelf 
that he fhould have drawn from the acquiefcence of the notables, was obliged now 
to recur tathe ufual mode of raifing money by the royal edi&s ; among the mea- 
fures* propofed for this purpofe was the doubling of the poll-tax, the re-eft ablifh- 
ment of the third twentieth, and a ftamp-duty ; the whole was ftrongly difapproved. 
by the parliament of Paris, but the laftm particular was the immediate object of* 
contention; and that affembly in the moft pofitive terms refufed to regifter the* 
edi£h The king was* obliged to apply, as the Iaft refort, to his abfolute authority * 
and by holding what was called a-, bed of juflice,. compelled them to enroll the 
import. ... 

The parliament, though defeated, were far from, fubd'ued ; on the day after 
the king had held his bed of juflice, they entered a formal protefi againfl the. 
concefiion that had 1 been extorted from them.. They declared that the edift had: 
been regiftered againfl their approbation and confent, by the king's exprefs com- 
mand thatk neither ought,, nor Jhould have any- force ; and that the iirlt rerfon 
who Jfhould' prefume to attempt to carry it into execution, fhould: be adjudged a% 
traitor and« condemned to the gallies.. 

This- declaration left to the crown no other alternative than either proceeding to* 
extremities in fupport of its authority, or giving up for ever after the power of" 
raifing money upon any occafion, without the confent of the parliament j painful 
as .eve&y appearance of violence muft have proved to> the mild difpofition of 
Lewis, he could not confent to furrender, without a ftruggle, that authority 
which had been fo long exercifed by his predeceffors. Since the commencement 
Gf the prefent difcontents, the capita) had been gradually filled with confiderable 
bodies of troops ; and about a week after the parliament had entered the proteft^ 
an officer of the French guards, with- a party of foldiers, went at break of day 
to the houfe of each individual member, to fignify to him the king's command., 
that he fhould immdiately get into his carriage, and proceed, to Trdyes, a 
city cf Champagne, about feventy miles from Paris, without writing ^r /peak- 
ing to. any perfon out of his own- houfe. before his departure; thefe orders; 
were ferved at the fame inftant and before the citizens, of Paris were acquainted 
with the tranfa&ion/ the parliament were already on the road to> the fcene o£ 
their banifhment. 

But previous to* their removal, they had- prefented' a remonftrance on the late 
-meafures of government, and the alarming ftate of public affairs in dating 
their opinions on taxes, they declared that neither the parliaments, nor any 
.other authority, excepting that of the three eftates of the kingdom, collectively 

afiembled, could warrant the laying of. any permanent tax upon the people 5; 
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and they ftrongly enforced the renewal of thofe national aflemblies, which had 
rendered the reign of Charlemagne fo great and illuftrious. 

The ardent defire of the parliaments to re-eftablilh the national council, or 
ftates-general, was the more honourable, as the former aflemblies muft have 
funk under the influence of the latter, and returned to their original condition of 
mere regifters and courts of law. The confidence and attachment of the peo- 
ple of confequence rofe in proportion to this inftance of difintereftednefs ; their 
murmurs were openly expreffed in the ftreets of the capital ; and the general 
diflatisfa&ion was- augmented by the- ftop that was but to public bufinefs, by the* 
exile of the chief magiftrates. 

The" court at the fame time was apparently weak and divided, and continual 
changes took place in every department of the date- The king, averfe to rigor- 
ous counfels, wifhed to allay the growning difcontent by every concefijon that was. 
confident with his dignity ; but it was generally believed that his royal confort 
ftrongly difluaded him from any ft ep that might tend to the diminution of the 
regal authority; the- influence of that princefs in the cabinet was undoubtedly 
great; but the popularity which once had accompanied her was no more;, and 
fome, imputations of private levity, which had been rumoured through the 
capital were far from rendering her acceptable to the majority of the people ; 
while the count d'Artois, the king's brother, who had exprelTed himfelf in the 
moll unguarded terms againft the perfeverence of the parliament, flood expofed to 
all : the hatred" of a lively and ihfulted people* 

It was not only in Paris that the flame of liberty once more burft forth ; the* 
provincial parliaments imitated that of the capital; among various inftances of 
this nature, the parliament of Grenoble paflfed a decree againft lettres de cachet, 
the mod odious engine of arbitrary power, and declared: the execution* of them, 
within their jurifdi&ion, ; by any perfon, and under any authority,, to be a capital* 
crime. 

The king had endeavoured to footh the difcontented minds of the Parifians by - 
new regulations of ceconomy, and by continual retrenchments in his houlhold y 
-but thefe proofs of attention, which once would have been received with the loud- 
eft acclamations, were now loft in their open affliction for the abfence of their 
parliament \ and the- monarch, to regain the affe&ions of his fubje&s, after an. 
exile of a* month, eonfented to reftore- that aflembly ; the fources of difpute on 
the territorial impoft, and ftamp-duty, were abandoned by Lewis ; and. the parlia- 
ment on their fide eonfented to* regifter an edift, by which the archbilhop of 
Thouloufe was conftituted firft minifterof ftate. ■ 

This harmony was not of long duration; the necefli ties of the ftate ftill con- 
tinued, nor could the deficiency of the revenue be fuppliedbut by extraordinary, 
refources, or a long courfe- of rigid frugality ; about the middle of November, 
in a full meeting of the parliament, attended by all the princes of the blood, anil 

the peers of France, the. king entered the aflembly, and propofed two edifts-fofr 
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their approbation ; the ifirft was for a new loan for four hundred and fifty 
millions; near nineteen millions fterling ; .the fecond was for the re-eftablifliment 
of the protectants ;in all their ancient civil rights, a meafure which had long been 
warmly recommended by the parliament, and which was probably now introduced 
to jfecure a better reception to the loan. 

In nflieringin thefe edi&s, the king had delivered himfelf in a fpeech of un- 
common length 



lame time full of 



imagined 



It 



had been fo lately recalled, would have enfured the acquiefcence of the affembly,- 
but no foonef was permiffion announced for every member to deliver his fenti- 
ments, than he was convinced their fpirits were unfubduedby their recent exile* 
An animated debate was continued for nine hours, when the king, wearied by 
.inceflant oppolition, ,and chagrined at foine freedoms ufed in their arguments, 
fuddenly rofe, and commanded the edift to be regiftered without further delay. 
This meafure was moft unexpectedly oppofed by the duke of Orleans, firft: prince 



protefted againft 



confidering 



Though Lewis could not conceal his aftonifliment and difpleafure at this decifiye 
fi.ep, he contented himfelf with repeating his orders,, and immediately after, 
quilting the afifenibJy, retired to Verfailles. 

On the fovereign's departure, the parliament confirmed the,proteft of the duke 
of Orleans, arid, declared, as -their deliberations had bee u interrupted, they con- 
fidered the whole bufinefs-of that day as of no effe&. But it was not to be 
fuppofed that Lewis would filently pafs over fp bold an attaqkon the authority 
of the xrown. The Baron 4e Brefeuil next day delivered a letter to the duke of 
Orleans, in which he: was commanded io retire to VilJa.rs CoJterel, op<e-pf his feats, 

n mile from Paris, and to receive no company there, except his own family \ at 

the fame'Itime the~jabbe ^ba ; tiere, ;an4;monfieur;Fr©t^au, ^bpth'^xembers . of the 
parliament and who had 4iftkgui(hedthemfel:ve5: ip the 4^ate, 0 w^;-ferae4 .under 
die authority of lettres ik cachet., and foijivey^d, the ;firrt-JtO;the caii^e of ;Mant 
St. Michel ;in JKTojawaady • the 'kfo t»a prtfon.in Picardy 



mreflion 



paa^daniient were not ftpw in proclaiming thvir feel 



4 * 



waited -ftn the king, and e^prefl'ed their 



•aftojiifbrnejut .and Icmcam tfe&t .a . prin<& <p/ „<Jhg fclo®d .rqyaj had feepn exited , and 
itwo ^ itJiei r.jneanhers prif oned.,' for haying declared in his ^refence what their 

duty and consciences dictated ; .and at a . iime: when, his ■ majefty. ; had announced 

that he. jcameito take t&e, ifesfe ,vi ihe : oKmtyi.. by a ■. pJ^rality voices., ; The an- 



swer nf -the -fctog •• sNas' referred and <foiti&4$fl 

primes a4nin.0e-.0f sny fckwd, jny pafliainsnt .ought ro helieve t.hat ; l haveikong 

ffc a-eifookifer . da i ng it i; J . havv : pnjiifbsd mo , m®@&fmh W$h *vW* . twi ? 
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. Thjs^cold and '(lately repulfe didnot -difcour^ge the : * par liriment froiirprefentmg 

a long addrefs, in which they represented in glowing colours the. confequence of 
the late a£ts of violence, and painted 'the uft worthy: treatment of the .uvo fuffering 



F 



of fidelity 



4 . c magiftrates of the kingdom, we may afk ourfelves with terror and grief, what 

" will become of the 1 ws — of the public liberty—of the honour— and of the tnan* 
u ners of the nation?" 

. Yet this fpirit^of refentment did not prevent the parliament from attending to 
the exigencies of theflate; and convinced of the emergency, they consented to 
regifter the loan for four hundred and fifty millions of livres,, which had' been 
th, . fource of this unfortunate difference ; it is probable this conceflion coucurred 
to aft upon the mind of the king, naturally humane ; and the fentence of the 
two magiftrates was in confequence changed from imprifonment to exile ; mon- 
fieur Freteau being lent to one of his country feats, and the abbe Sabatiere to a 
convent of Benedittines* 

The parliament was however unwilling to give up the points againft w r hich they 
had originally remonftrated ; and in a petition conceived with freedom, and 
couched in the nioft. animated language, they boldly reprobated the late a£ts of 
arbitrary violence :— " We do not come," they declare, u fo much to claim your 
" companion, as the prote&ion 'of the laws. It is not to your humanity alone 

"that we addrefs ourfelves;* it is not a favour your parliament folicits ; it 
* c comes, fire, to demand jujlice* That juftice which is fubjeft to regulations, in- 
? c dependent of the will of man ; even kings themfelves are fubfervient to them; 



c f God, and the laws. 



Fourtl\ acknowledged 



u -One of thefe regulations is to condemn no one wkhofct a hearing;, it is a duty 
*} in* all times, and in all places ; it is the duty of all men ; and your majefty 
cc will allow us to reprefent to you, that it is as obligatory on 'you,' as on your 
<e fubje&§. . * 

*?■ It is therefore in the name of thofe laws which preferve empires ; in the name 
" of that liberty of which we are the refpe&fui interpreters and the lawful medi- 
^ c ators '; in the'name of your authority, of which we are the firft and moft con- 
cc fidential.miniftjers,' that we. dare to' demand the trial or the liberty of the duke 

^ pf .Orleans, and the two exiled magiftrates, who are imprifoned by a fudden 
ff. order, as contrary to the fenrimeftts as the interefts of your maiefty;" / 
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and while.they delivered the fubjeft from fear, would have difarmed the vengeance 
of the fo.vereign..: But we have, already noticed the .fluctuating counfels of the 
court of Verfaiiles ; and Lewis, as often as he was left to purfue his' 'own incli- 
nations,: adopted meafures of reconciliation : in the beginning of the vear he re- 
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called the duke of Orleans to court, and permitted the return of the abb6 Saba- 
tiere and monfieur Freteau. 

The parliament of Paris had not confined their demands to the liberation of thefe 
gentlemen, but had echoed the remonftrances of the parliament of Grenoble, 
and had loudly inveighed againft the execution of lettres de cachet. Thefe repeated 
remonftrances, mingled with perfonal reflexions, feconded mod probably the 
fuggeftions of the queen, and Lewis was once more prevailed on to recur to 
feverity. Monfieur de Lamoignon, on the difmiffal of monfieur de Miromefnil, 
had, on the recommendation of monfieur de Calonne, been entrufted with the 
feals, and he ftill continued to hold them under the adminift ration of the arch- 
hifhop of Thouloufe. The chancellor was fummoned by monfieur de Brienne, to- 
the arduous talk of compofing a new court of jurifprudence ; the Cour Pkniere 
was to be the refult of their joint counfels ; each meafure for the eftabli/hment of 
that court was taken with the greateft fecrecy ; a prefs was erefted at Verfailles j 
printers were employed night and day; and the avenues, were ftriclly guarded: 
from the approach of curiofity by a triple row of bayonets. 

Thefe appearances of myftery feryed. to excite frefh alarms ; and the parliament 
of Paris conceived themfelves too deeply interefted in the event to be deterred by 
any obftacles. Monfieur d'Efpremenil, a member, of that affembly, poffefied 

himfelf of the important fecret; he divulged it to his affoci;\tes ; and animated- 
them to oppofe with their combined ftrength a projeft which aimed at nothing lefs. 
ihan their final extin&ion. 

The court of Verfailles, but little fatisfied with the difcovery. of monfieur d'Ef- 
premenil, was enflamed by the boldnefs with which he harangued againft its 
defigns ; the king was perfuaded that examples of punilhment were become 
neceffary to the fupport of his. power, and meflieurs d'Efpremenil and Monfam- 
bert* whofe open, and pointed language had preffed moft clofely on the royal 
authority, were doomed to experience its immediate^ refentment. A body of 
armed troops, provided with axes to force the doors in cafe of refiftance, fur- 
rounded the Palais ; the Sieur. Vincent d*Agouft, who commanded them, entered^ 
the affembly, and fecured the perfons of the obnoxious members.. Monfieur 

d'Efpremenil'was conduced to the ftate-prifon of the ifland of St.. Marguerite,, 

and monfieur Monfambert to that of Pierre-Encife. 

The a&ivity of monfieur de Brienne had- advanced him from the chief of the* 
council of finance to the poft of firft minifter, and his zeal had been rewarded: 
with a rich abbey and the archbifhopric of Sens: But this tranfjent profperity 
was already in the wane j the late inftance of defpotifm was followed by a remon* 
ftrance of the parliament, which exceeded in boldnefs all the former reprefenta- 
lions of that affembly. They declared they were now more ftrongly confirmed, 
by every proceeding, of the entire innovation which was aimed at in the confti-- 
tution. a But, fire," added they, " the French nation will never adopt the: 
u defpotic meafures to. which you are advifed^ and the effe&s of which, alarm, the 
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" moll faithful of your magistrates ; wefliall not repeat all" the unfortunate 
cc circumftances which afflift us ; we fhall only.reprefent to you, with refpe&fui 
4C firmnefs,' that the fundamental laws of the kingdom mufl not be trampled 
" upon ; and that your authority can only be efteemed^ fo long as it is tempered with 
« jujlicer • 

Language fo bold and decifive, and which aflerted the controuling power of 
the laws above the regal authority, could not fail of ferioufly alarming the royal 
bofom. To diminifli the influence of parliament, it was determined again to con- 
vene the notables; and about the beginning of May, Lewis appeared * in that 
affembly ; and after complaining of the excefTes in which the parliament of Paris 
had indulged themfelves, and which had drawn- dowri his tardy indignation on a 
few of the members, he declared his refolution, inftead of annihilating them'as a 
body, to. bring them back to their duty and obedience by a falutary reform. Mon- 

fieur de Lamoignon, as keeper of the feals, explained his mnjefty/s' pleafure to 
eftablifh a cour pleniere y or fupreme affembly, to be compofed of princes of the 
blood 3 peers of the realm, great officers of the crown, the clergy, marefchate 
of France, governors of provinces-, knights of different orders, a deputation 
of one member from every parliament, and two members from the chambers of 
councils, and to be fummoned as often as the public Emergency, in the royal, 
opinion, fhould render it requifite. ' 

If the alfembly of the notables liftenedin fi lent deference to the project of their- 
fovereigrt, the parliament of Paris received it with every : fymptom of rooted 

ayerfion ; they ftrongly protefted againfl: the eftablifhment of any other tribunal^ 
and declared their final refolution not to'affift at any 'deliberations in the fupreme 
affembly which his majefty prepared to inftitute. A more unexpected mortification 
occurred to the king, in the oppofition of feveral peers of the realm; thefe- 
exprefled their regret at beholding the fundamental principles of the kingdom 
violated ; and while they were lavifh in their profeffions of attachment to the 
perfon of their fovereign, concluded with apologizing for not entering, on thofe 

functions afligned them in the plenary court, as inconfiftent with the true interefts. 
of his majefty, which were infeparable from thofe of the nation. 

The new archbifhop of Sens was ftartled by thefe appearances of general dif- 
content ^ and his advice to his fovereign, was to recall once more .monfieur 
Necker to the adminiftration of the finances^ This counfel, which had it been 
urged and adopted fooner, might have been productive of - the molt falutary 
effefts, was now only agreed to as the laft refource even in the very moment of 
giving itj the minifter hefitated : He had flattered himfelf with the idea of ftill 
retaining the nominal direction; of affairs ; but his rival fufiered him not long to 
deceive" himfelf with that vain hope ; and the firft ftipulation of, monfieur Necket 
was the immediate difmiffal of monfieur de Brienne, who, defpoiled of power ^ 
was left to confole himfelf with the dignity of cardinal,* and animirienle revenue* 

the: fruits of his minifteriaiinfluence*. '~ ■ 
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• Monfieur de Lamoignon, whofe elevation had a fhort time preceded that of 

the archbifhop, was foon after included in his difgrace. Though the court was 
{till defirous of retaining him in office, the parliament purfued him with implacable 
1 hatred ; the firnmefs of that affembly had triumphed over the propofed eftablifh- 
ment of. the plenary court ; but their unwearied refentment ftill continued t© 

attend every patron of that obnoxious project.' Monfieur de Lamoignon was 

• unable to withftand their repeated and inceffant attacks ; he demanded and obtained 
his difmiffion from office, and feetned at firft to fupport the reverfe of fortune with 
becoming magnanimity 3 but the myfterious circumftances of his death have left 
it doubtful how far his fortitude was equal to the appearances he aflumed. . He 

was accuftomed to amufe hiinfeli with fliooting ; a few days after his refignation, 
he had walked out as if in purfuit of his ufual fports : in little more than an hour 
•afterwards he was difcovered by a labourer in a grotto of the garden, dead, and 
weltering in his blood; the fufil, the inftrument of his fate, was by his fide ; 

• but whether difcharged by accident or defign has never been afcertained. Though 
neither addi&ed to play nor pleafures, and long in pofieffion of the royal favour, 
monfieur de Lamoignon left his paternal eftate deeply burthened with debt ; and 
was accompanied to the tomb by the unfeigned tears of a wife and .children, whofe 
fortunes he had ruined : An upright magiftrate and fincere patriot, he fhook to 
the foundation, the magiftracy and the kingdom and he bequeathed his example 
as a falutary leffon to thofe ambitious fpirits who befiege thrones,, and afpire to 
.places of eminence, without firft enquiring whether they poffefs the "abilities 
neceffary to fill them. 

The citizens of Paris had received the difmiffal of the late minifter with the 

1 

Joudeft acclamations ; but the joy of the public was foon converted into.mourning 
by. an event difaftrous . and fanpuinary. The populace, in the excefs of their 
.tranfports, had affembled at the Place-dauphine ; they had carried about in triumph 
: a figure clothed' in epifcopal robes, of which, three- fifths were fatti'n, and two of 
paper ; a.fatiricai allufion to alate decree, which authorifed the different banks to 
make -two-fifths, of their-payments in paper. The figure jtfdf was judged widi 
ludicrous folemnity, and condemned to the flames. An ecelefiaftic, who happened 
•to pafs by atthat moment, was arretted by the crowd ; they beftowedon him the 
name of the abbe Vermont,: who was fuppofed to enjoy the confidence,; and direft 
-the couhfels-bf the .late minifter ; under this ;ficlitious title, they compelled him to 
confefs the image' ;* which:was immediately after burnt with;much ceremony;: and 
the people, gratified with this ideal vengeance, difperfed without any other marks 
of diforder. k * v . ! '. ;.. T ■ ' ' ? 



The populace had been too :much;pleafed Avith their h^rmkfs triumph, ^not to 




in-a very; different light to the ..chevalier Dubois, who commanded the 1 91 are- 
chauffee at Paris. Zealous in the difcliarge of his duty, and eagetvjto .diftinguiifc 
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liimfelf by his peculiar vigilance, he prepared to interrupt thefe tumultuous meet- 
ings, which he confidered as endangering the tranquility of the capital. The 

obvious method would have been to have occupied the pafl'es leading to the Place- 
Dauphine early in the morning, and before the people began to afTemble. But 

whether this meafure efcaped the penetration of that commander, or that he def- 
pifed too much the unarmed and undifciplined multitude to execute it, it is certain 
.near twenty thoufand people were colle&ed before he thought'the numbers Worthy 
his prefence ; ^ven then the feeble guard that accompanied him proclaimed his 
' contempt of refiftance. His flender troop confided only of twenty marechauflee 
mounted on horfeback, fuftained by fifty on foot. His appearance at the head of 
this efcor t was by no means productive of the terror that he flattered himfelf he 

fhould infpire ; the people, equally deaf to his threats and admonitions, ftill kept 

their ground, and refufed to difperfe ; and the chevalier Dubois, fatigued with 
inefte&uai remonftrances, at length gave the reins to his natural impetuofity, and 
commanded his followers to charge. : 

The croud, unable to fuftain the fury of the firft attack, were broken by this 
.handful of foldiers ; feveral were trampled down by the horfes of the cavalry, 
feveral were wounded by; the fwords and bayonets of their enemies, and not a few 

loft their lives amidft the general %onfufion. But no fooner were the- firft 
moments of furprife over, then fhame and indignation triumphed over their tran- 
iifent fears : The'fpirit of the citizens were reftored by the fmail number of their 
adverfaries ; their courage was confirmed by the diforderly purfuit of the marec- 
hauflee, who in the. exultation of ideal vi&ory had quitted their ranks, and re* 
.nounced thofe advantages which they might have derived from fuperior difcipline j 
•in a moment they were aflailed on every fide by thofe arms which the immediate 
-fury of the people fupplied; the fcene was inftantly changed ; the late vi&ors now 

abandoned themfelves to a precipitate flight, and the chevalier Dubois was the 
ibremoft of the fugitives. *- . 

The people, elated by this eflay in arms, proceeded to force the guard placed 
near the (tatue of Henry the Fourth ; all refiftance was fwept away by the tor- 
jent of the aflailants.; the vanquifhed were defpoiled by their conquerors ; their 
Arms were feized ; their uniforms were burnt ; but fome praife was due to the 
•moderation of the multitude, who in the midft of popular infurre&ion refpe&ed 
the lives of thefe. unfortunate men ; and difmifled them after this fevere leffon of 
•humiliation, to join their companions- • 

Hundreds "of the lower clais of people difperfed themfelves through the city ; 
feveral guard-houfes., which flood feparate from other buildings, were fet on fire 
; by this diforderly .troop ;. but on attempting to poflefs themfelves of the Greve, 
-the place of execution in Paris, they were repulfed by a body of regular troops ; 
and many attoned with their lives for the tumult they had engaged in. * The next 
corning x order feemed reftored throughout the city j but the minds of people 
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(till remained agitated ; the embers of infurre&ion were concealed, but not 
quenched, and the breath of occafion was only wanting to wake again the dormant 
flame. ..... 

This was fupplied by the retreat of Monfieur de Lamoignon ; on that event the 
Tame feenes were re-commenced ; and the figure of that minifter was burnt in 
effigy without any interruption from the police. But it is equally dangerous to 
treat with feverity, or abandon the multitude to their own caprice ; and the peo- 
ple from burning in effigy Monfieur de Lamoignon, rufhed, with -torches in their 
.hands, to communicate the flames to the houfes of the late minifters, and that of 
the chevalier Dubois. - . 

■ » 

It was at that inftant that monfieur de Brienne, the brother of the archbifhop, 
and fecretary of war, arrived from Verfailles. . His own hotel was threatened by 
the infurgents i and his concern for the public fafety v/as ftimulated by perfonal 
intereft : Immediate orders were given for the French guards to march two 
different detachments entered at each end of the ftreet of St. Dominique, where 

the greateft number of the populace had aflembled ; thefe -were inftantly pierced 

by the charge of the regulars ; a number periflied on the fpot, and the reft fled 
in confufion, and concealed themfeives in the adjacent houfes , at the fame time 
the ftreet Melee, where the chevalier Dubois refided, -prefented a Icene equally 
fatal and fanguinary. , . , . 

• Amidft thefe diforders the weak and fluctuating counfels that difgraced the 
cabinet of Verfailles prefent themfeives as a predominant feature.- On the firft 
"tumultuary affemblage of the people, had a ftrong body of - troops been ported in 
*the different ftreets of the capital, the crowd over awed mufti inftantly have dif- 
perfed ; their momentary rage would foon have given way to their natural levity ; 
their minds would not have been irritated by the lofs of their companions; nor 
: their fpirits elated by their vaunted triumph over a feeble band of marechauflee ; 
but. the imbecility of the court negle&ed the firft fparks of infurre&ion, and 
-afterwards endeavoured in vain to extinguifh the flame with the blood of the 
people. 

Another effedl, which was little apprehended, but which was attended by con- 
sequences of the utmoft magnitude, was produced by thefe tumultuary confli&s* 
:In every government the citizens areaccuftomed to regard the military «with terror 
-and fufpicion ; ftanding armies ever have been, and ever muft remain, an objeft 
of jealoufy to the bulk of mankind : But the foldier, though in fome meafure 
Separated by his profeflion from his fellow -citizens, is by no means indifferent to 
-their reproaches, or infenfible of their hatred. In the late difturbances the French 
guards beheld themfeives loaded with the invettives of the capital j they were 
perfuaded to blufli at the part they had afted in obedience to the orders of their 

officers; fentiments of patriotifm fucceeded to thofe of implicit fubmiflipn ; they 
-wifhed to be reftered -to the favourable opinion -of their • countrymen j they de- 
clared they were engaged to defend j- a.nd not to opprefs the people,* and the 
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language of an" individual corps was * frion generally difFnfed throughout the 
army. 

The parliament, fa lately reftored, beheld not in filence the commotions which 
fhook the capital. The chevalier Dubois was commanded to appear before that 
aflembly. The orders which he produced (lifted all judicial proceedings againlt 
him, but could not extinguifli the refentment of his fellow-citizens*; the public 
tranquillity feemed to require his abfence, and government, though reluttahtly, 
confented to the facrifice, and removed him to a diftance from the capital. 
. The marefehai Due de Biron, who had accepted the command of Paris, was 
alfo fummoned before the tribunal of the parliament. He pleaded his age and 
infirmities, which no longer allowed him to partake theattive duties of life ; and 
this exeufe, which ought to have prevented him from afpiring to a truft which 
he was no longer capable of difeharging, was received by the compaflion of the 
parliament as a palliation of his conduft ; but the popular indignation augmented 

the weight of years, and in lefs than a month from this -event, the Due de Biron,. 
oppreffed by regret breathed his laflf. 

• The late unhappy difturbances had caft a gloom over the minds of the Pari- 
fians, but a ray of hope burft upon them from the recall of monfieur Necker to the 
adminiftration. We have already noticed how invariably hitherto the public confi- 
dence had been attached to the meafures of that gentleman — the credit of an 
individual feemed at this moment to fupport the tottering ftate of France*; — and 
the people flattered themfelves that the national wealth, which had been fo long 
diverted from its proper courfe, would by his integrity and ability, be again re- 
ftored to its natural channel 
. Few characters have .been more feverely fcrutinized than that of raonfieur- 

Necker ; while his friends and partizans, zealous and grateful, have attributed 
to him every quality that can adorn a great minifter, his rivals and opponents 
have endeavoured to ftrip him of every pretenfion to merit : In a commercial 
line, the facility and depth of his calculations had challenged the approbation of 
his contemporaries ; as comptroller-general, his fplendid projeft of Supporting a 
war by loans . without taxes, had attracted the admiration of his countrymen ; 
while the fevere reform which he had introduced into the royal houfliold, flattered 
and gratified the applauding multitude. But the commerce of a great people is 
not to be arranged like that of a fimple individual.' Frugality, induftry, and 
probity, are the bafis on which the latter is founded ; while the former requires 
in addition, liberality of fentiment, expanded ideas, and penetration feldom to 
be eluded. The project of monfieur Necker, in maintaining a war eftablifhment 
without encreafing the burdens of the people, was indeed captivating and mag- 
nificent ; but it was attended by two fatal confequences, it opened to his fucceffors 
the facility of borrowing;" ameafure which mult ever ultimately prove fatal to a 

nation j while no fecurity being immediately appropriated to the ' payment of 
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thefe . new loans, the monied men availed themfelves of this defeft to "advance the 
fupplies at an exorbitant advantage. 

If the talents of monfieur Necker had beeri fever ely exerci fed, when, amidft a 
war which agitated almoft all Europe, he formerly occupied the poft of comptroller- 
general, his fituation was not lefs delicate, when, on the eve of civil commotion, 
he was called again to direft the finances of France. 

That government poflefled indeed the refources of an immenfe territory ; a 
country fertile in every neceflary produ&ion ; ports and harbours which invited 
to commerce ; and a people equally fkilful to guide the plough or the loom. 
With thefe advantages its internal wealth and happinefs ought to have kept pace 
with its power and grandeur. But before the harvefts of the ftate could arrive to 
maturity, before the revenues could be colle&ed into the public treafury, they for 
near a century paft had been anticipated by needy and prodigal minifters ; and 
France groaned beneath a national debt of five milliards, or upwards of two hun- 
dred and eight millions fterling. 

The acclamations which welcomed monfieur Necker to the capital could not 
banifh from his mind the difficulties he had to ftruggle with ; he was fenfible that 
monfieur de Calonne and the archbifhop of Sens had both funk under the public 
diftrefs, and the impra&icability of raifing the neceflary fupplies : That diftrefs 
had not diminifhed, and unlefs fome expedient could be adopted to re-eftablifli 
public credit, he foYefaw his own fate in thofe of his predeceffors. 

The fole expedient that appeared likeiy to produce the defired effe£l was the 
affembly of the ftates-general : That affembly had been demanded by the unani- 
mous voice of the people ; but it was certainly with relu&ance that the fovereign 
contented to convene a body of men, whofe powers and popularity muft over- 
fhadow his own authority, and whofe jurifdittion would confine within ' narrow 
limits the ample prerogative he had inherited from his predeceflbrs. 

Even monfieur Necker himfelf was not a little embarraffed by the choice of dif- 
ficulties which prefented themfelves in affembling the ftates-general. Thefe had 
been wholly difcontinued during the two preceding reigns j and though the queen- 
regent, during the troubles which attended the minority of Lewis XIV. frequently 

expreffed. her intention of calling them together, fhe was conftantly diffuaded by 
the perfuafions of the crafty Mazarin. The parliament alfo, who now began to 
repent their late patriotic remonftrances* ; and who recovering from the fumes of 
enthufiafm, beheld with terror, in the re-eftabliftnrient of the ftates-general, 'the 
extinction of their own political confequence, endeavoured to augment the per- 
plexity of the minifter, by fupporting the pretenfioris of the nobles and clergy 

againft the commons ; pretenfions which they themfelves had but lately protefted 
againft as unconflitutional. 

From, the reign of Philip the Fair, the period in which the third eftate, or re- 
prefentatives of the commons, had firft been, admitted into the affembly . of the 

.ftates-general, to the year 1614, the influence of that eftate had undergone a con- 

1 
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fidcfable flu&uation ; its numbers had been occaflonally varied ; it had always 
poffeifed a greater number of voices than either of. the other orders feparated, but 
had never been equal to the nobility and clergy united : The interefting queftion 
was now ^propofecl, whether the reprefentatives . of the commons ought to-be 
confined to a third in number of the ftates-gerieral, or, whether they ought to be 
allowed a number equal to the other two orders united ? 

An objett fo important could not fail of being difcufled with warmth and 
ability \ the partifans of either party were numerous and active, the prefs groaned 
with mceffant publications, even the fenthnents' of the princes of the blood were 
divided, and while the the count d'Artois, the princes.of Conde and Conti, with 
the duke de Bourbon, fupported the ancient pretenfions of nobility, the duke 
d* Orleans, facrificing every narrow confederation, ranged himfelf on the popular 
fide, and declared openly for the commons. His fentiments were received with 
the loudeft applaufe, and the people looked with gratitude towards a leader, who 
in defending their rights was deaf to the voice of perfonal intereft. 

The declaration of the duke d'Orleans was foon after followed by the decifion of 
monfieur Necker : his propofal was, after long and ferious deliberation, approved 
by the king, andregiftered by the parliament.' It fixed the number of the depu- 
ties to the ftates-general at one thoufand and upwards ; it ordained that the repre- 
sentatives of the third eftate, or commons, (hould equal in number thofe of the 

nobility and clergy united 4 and it decreed that the different bailiwicks, in return- 
ing their members, (hould be guided by the ftandard of population. 

In the moment of fermentation, when the hopes and fears of people were 
equally awakened,' the eledion of deputies for the ftates-general was, with fame 
lew exceptions, conducted with tranquillity : At Paris indeed the conteft was long 
and fevere : morifieur ' d'Efpremenil, who formerly had fuffered from the royal 
indignation, and had been confined in the ftate-priihn of the ifland of St.. Mar- 
guerite-; and the abbe Sieyes, who had defended with energy the. pretenfions of 
•the third eftate, in a popular performance entitled, gu'e/l-ce-que le Tiers-Etai, 
were named among the reprefentatives of the capital* 

The advice of monfieur Necker had fwelled the deputies of the third eftate . 

to an equality in number with the united^orders o{ the clergy and the nobility j 

but. this conccflion, important as it feemed, might yet.be evaded, and it was early 

forefeen, by thofe who confidered with attention the fituation of two parties, that 
the nobility and clergy, (who had already offered to bear their part of the burden of 
the ftate) to preferve their influence, would urge their claim to vote by order; while 
the reprefentatives of the commons" would be equally ftrenuous that every queftion 

ihould be decided by a plurality of voices that this difference of opinion would 
fooirincreafe into an open fchifm.; and would deftroy that unanimity fo ne- 
ceffary to the public tranquillity, and fo effential to the deliberations of the ftates- 
general. . 

A. D 1789.5 Thofe who ventured to foretel thefe confequences, were not 
difappointed in the event. On the fifth of May, 1.789, the king opened at Ver- 

failles the long expected affembly of the ftates-general. His fpeech on this occa- 
sion was fuch as became the Sovereign' and the friend ofthe people : He declared,, 
.Vol, HI. 6B 
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that the day which his heart had fo long panted after was - at length arrived, m 
which he beheld himfelf furrounded by the reprefentatives of a nation, which it 
was his glory to reign over. 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



That though a long interval had elapfed :fince the ftates-general had been 
* c aflembledj and though thofe afiemblies had appeared to have funk into difufe, 
yet he had not hefitated to eftablifli them again, as a fource.from whence the 
kingdom might derive additional ftrength, and which might open to the nation 
*J a new profpeft of happinefs. 

' " The national debt," he added, " fo confiderable at his acceffion to the 

" throne, had been augmented during his reign ; this was to be attributed to a 

w war expenfive indeed, but honourable ; the increafe of taxes had been the 
neceffary confequence, and had rendered {tilt more apparent the inequality with 



which they were levied. 



cc 



cc 



A general difconterit, an eager third for innovations . had," he obferved, 
pervaded the minds of the people, and might finally tend to delude them from 
their duty, if their opinions were not recalled by counfels at once wife? mode- 



cc 



cc 



46 rate, and united* 

" It was in that confidence, that he had affembled the ftates-general; and 
he beheld with pleafure his expectations juftified by the difpofuion which the 
nobility and clergy had already fhewn to renounce all pecuniary advantages t 
4 * And he flattered himfelf that the hope he had conceived, to behold all the or- 
ders unanimoufly concur with himfelf in purfuing the public good, would 
not be difappointed. 



cc 



tC 



In his own expences," he faid, " he had already* made confiderable reduc- 
%i tions. But with every exertion of economy, he dreaded that he fhouid not be 
able to diminifh the burdens of his fubje£tsfo foon as he defired ; that he Ihould 
fubmit to their infpection an 'exalt account of the finances ; and when they had 
* examined them, he was affured they would propofe the means mod efficacious 
to eftablifli permanent order, and to raife the public credit : This grand and 

falutary work, which would infure the internal happinefs, and external grandeur 

of the kingdom, ought continually to occupy their thoughts. 
cc The minds of the people ftill indeed remained agitated ; but the reprefenta- 
tive body of the nation would doubtlefs only liften to the language of wifdom 

and prudence ; they themfelves had obferved how often that language had 
been neglected ; but the fpirit of their deliberations, (he doubted not), would 
ic ailfwer to the true fentiments of a generous people, who had ever been diflin- 
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guifhed by their attachment to the throne- • . 
cc I know," continued the prince, " the authority and power of a juft king in 
the midit of a people, faithful, and ever devoted to the principles of the mo- 
narchy : ; That authority and power have conftituted the glory and. grandeur oi 
" France > and it is my duty, and I ever will firmly maintain them. 
:r " But whatever can be expected for the pubhc welfare, whatever can be de- 
u manded of a fovereign, the : friend of his people, you. may— you ought— to 

" hope, from my fentiments. • 

1 " That a perfect: unanimity may reign through this aflembly j that this period 
" may become for ever memorable for the happinefs and the profperity of the 
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" kingdom, is the wifli of' my heart, is the moft fervent of my prayers ; it is the 
" reward that I expeft for the uprightnefs of my intentions, and my love for my 
" people. 5 ' 

. Such was the language delivered from the throne on the firft meeting of the 
flat es- general. The patriotic fentiments of the fovereign were followed by a cold . 
and infipid harangue from the keeper of the feals, which was received without 
attention, and immediately configned to oblivion. 

But far different was the reception of the fpeech of monfieur Necker ; every 
word was ftrongly imprinted on the minds of the auditors, and every fentiment 
expofed to the fevered fcrutiny. He ftated, that the fame power which had 

thought proper to fummon, might alfo have prevented the meeting of the ftates- 

general j though in refpeft to -the finances, the public debt was confiderable, that 
various refources remained, without having recourfe to this extraordinary expedi- 
ent. He then touched upon the difficulties that had occurred in convening the 
aflembly ; he reprelented the facility with which a king of France could always ; 
render himfelf mafter of their determinations, fhould thefe depend upon a plu- 
rality of voices ; and he concluded a fpeech of three hours, by ftrongly infmu- 
ating the propriety of deciding every queftion by a majority of the orders taken, 
feparately. 

It was the misfortune of monfieur Necker, on this occafion, to be defirous of ' 
pleafing both parties, and- of confequence he obtained the permanent confidence of 

neither; the acclamations of the giddy multitude dill indeed attended him, but 

feveral deputies of the third eftate or commons, regarded already with fufpiczon 
the minifter who reprefented the dates -general merely as the effett of royal com- 

• pliance, infteadof a conftitutional right : They were ftill lefs fatisfied with the 
fyftem he inclined to, to decide every queftion by a majority of orders inftead of 
a majority of voices ; while the clergy and nobility recollefted with indignation, . 
that his counfels had fhaken their former fuperiority, and had fwelled the commons 
to equal in number the other two eftates. . 

Neither the unanimity recommended by the king, nor the fyftem of policy in- • 
culcated by his minifter, had a momentary effedt on the ftates-generaL Scarce • 
had the monarch left the hall, before the clergy and the nobility retired to their 
different chambers to verify their powers. The third eftate regarded this feparation 
with evident jealoufy ; they confidered it as an open attempt in the other two 
eftates to eftablifli-the fyftem which had been alluded to by the minifter of the 
finances. Compofing in number one half of that affembly, the commons were 
determined never to lubmit to the claims of the nobility and clergy to vote by 
©rders, and thus to reduce themfelves to a third part of the affembly ; a conceffioii . 
which they aflerted would have' rendered illufcry the rights which had been ac- 
knowledged in the third eftate: and why, added they, have we been granted a. 
moiety of voices, if thofe voices are to be confidered as only compofing a third ? 
• The third eftate, which had remained in the hall appointed for their delibera- 
tions, preffed the other two orders to continue with them, and to verify their * 
powers in common : They urged, that at prefent the important queftion was by . 
no means concerned, whether they fhould deliberate by orders or by number .5 
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and tli e fole matter in difpute was a fimple verification of powers. Several days 

paffed in fruitlefs invitations and negociations ; the patience of the third eftate 
•was at length exhaufted ; they determined to proceed to bufinefs, and they affumed 
the title of conunum ; a title which we have already beftowed upon them by anti- 
cipation. 

On the eleventh of May, the nobility alfo, after having verified their powers, 
declared themfelves a legal affembly ; but the clergy followed their march with 
more cautious fteps. They deferred the verification of their powers, and regard- 
ing themfelves as yet compofinp; no conftitutional body, they offered their mediation 
between the other two orders. But the minds of each party grew daily more 
hoftile; the fchifm became ftill wider ; and at length the royal interpofition was 
deemed neceffary to compofe thofe differences which blafted the happy fruits that 
had been expe&ed from the meeting of the ftates-general. 

But the feeds of difcontent had taken root too deeply to be eafily eradicated ; 
in vain did Lewis recommend, in the moft perfuafive terms; .that unanimity which 
alone could give weight to the proceedings of the affembly ; his plan of conci- 
liation produced only debates, affemblies of commiffaries, addreffes, and deputa* 
tions, eloquent but indecifive. Several weeks were confumed in ineffectual mo- 
tions on the*fcarcity of corn, the diftrefs of the people, the regulation of the police, 
and the validity of ele&ions. 

At length, about the middle of June, the impatience of the commons prevailed 
over every other confideration ; feveral of the clergy, already afhamed of their 
inactivity, had confented to verify their powers in the prefence of the third eftate^ 
their example had been followed by a fmall body of the nobility ; and on the 
fifteenth of June, the abbe Sieyes, availing himfelf of this event, made his cele- 
brated motion. 

Tie reprefented, " that the affembly already confifted of deputies returned by 

" a very confiderable majority of the nation ; that fuch a body ought not to 

" remain inactive becaufe a certain defcription of citizens obftinately perfevered 
" in abferiting themfelves ; that it belonged to them to proclaim the general 
cc wifiies of the nation ; that no intermediate power could exift between them 
<s and the throne ; and that the title of known and acknowledged reprefeniatives of 
44 the nation belonged to that affembly : That it no longer became them to defer 
" the falutary work of reftoring order to the nation, in the vain hope that the 
u deputies now abfent would unite with them, and partake in the labours of 
u re-eftablifning the glory and happinefs of France." 

- After long and animated debates, the commons, on the fix teen th of June, 
adopted the fpirit of the abbe Sieyes 5 motion ; rejecting at the fame time the titlr 
of the known' and acknowledged reprefeniatives of the nation^ and fubftituting in the 

place ol* it, that of the' National Assembly ; thus affumingto themfelves the 
vaft power of legifiarive government, amidft the approbation of a vafl concourfe 
of fpe&ators, whofe plaudits of ci long live the national affembly" rung the hall. 
— With the birth of this illuflrious title to the French representation, a title and 
an era Jor ever memorable, we fliall clofe this volume. r . 

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME, 
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A 

ALBERT, Archduke, takes Amiens 3 23 ; defeats the forces 
of the king of France, ib ; comes to the relief of Amiens 
326; permits the flight of the prince of Condc, 337. 

Ancre, marquis of, a favourite of the queen of Henry the 
Fourth,. 343; councils the king, 344; Lewis the Thir- 
teenth orders him to be aflafiinated, 346 cruel fate of 
his wife, 347. 

D'Auvergne, count, agrees with Biron in a confpiracy, 
3315 is condemned and pardoned, 333 5 again confpires, 

334- 

Anjou, duke of, made lieutenant-general of France, 256$ 
marches againft the proteitants, 2585 defeats the protec- 
tant forces, 2635 befieges Rochelle,. but is compelled to 
a treaty, 286; is elected king of Poland, ib. 5 after a 
pompous entry of Poles into Paris, delegated toefcort him, 
goes to his dominions, 287 ; afcends the throne of Frapce, 
296. See Henry the Third. 

Anjou, duke of, leaves the court in a ftrait, 290; is re- 
leafed from prifon at the accefiion of his brother Henry the 
Third, 297 ; aga^n leaves court andoppofes the king, ib ; 
after a reconciliation returns, but is treated with contempt, 
3C0; dies, ib. 

B\Andelot, abfents himfelf from the council, through at- 
tachment to the proteftants, 233; takes Orleans, 2355 
• by negotiating with the emperor, brings a powerful relief 
to Conde,. 2425 his bravery, 259; dies, 261. 

Anne, daughter of Lewis the Eleventh, appointed to the 
regency, 4 ; her influence over the king, 295 oppofed by 
the duke of Orleans, 29; divefted of her power, 365 her 
meafures with the Breton nobles to obtain their fubmitfi- 
w> 3$ 5 feflds troops tooppofe a league formed againft her, 
42, 43 ^ fends to folicit favour from England, 44 5 her 
humiliation, 64. See Charles the Eighth. . 



D'AuGuiLtON, duke,, governor of Brittany, condemned by 
the parliament, when the king arbitrarily interpofes and 
faves him, 44$; appointed prime minifter, 451. 

Andbe, major, taken as a fpy in the American camp, and 
executed after a fair trial, 495. • 

Arnold, general, holds a traiterous correfpondence with the 
Engliflj, 494 deferts to them and is promoted to command 
499. 

Amiens, curious furrender of that capital, 325. 

D'Amville, marefchal, evades a ftratagem to take him, 
29x5 oppofes the catholic- army, 297; becomes maref- 
chal Montmorenci, 3025 is made conftable of France, 

B 

BRITTANY, difturbances there, 26, to 30; noble con- 
duel of the duke, 315 war with France, 42, 505 is 
humbled and forced to fue for peace, 52 5 duke dies, 53, 

. Anne duchefs, 54 ; fubmits to a treaty with England 
57; marries with Maximillian, arch-duke of Auftria, 615 
is by force, obliged to marry Charles the Eighth of France, 
65, 66. 

Brittany, annexed to France. 155. 

Bourbon, cardinal of, acknowledged firft: prince of the 
blood, 303 j is acknowledged and proclaimed king at Pari $3- 
3105 dies 311. - 

Biron, marefchal, fwears allegiance to Henry the Fourth, 
3085 compells Mayenne to retire, 321 j defeats the Spa T 
nifii army, 3245 offends the king, but is again reconciled, 
3305 after returning from an embafiy, fows dilTention, 
331; is detected in a dark confpiracy, and beheaded, 333, 

Bouillon, duke of, oppofes the king, 330; engages in a 

•• confpiracy, 334; is- again reconciled by the king's cle- 
mency, 3355. fent to England Co- negociate a treaty, -3435 
dies, 355. 
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Bourbon, duke of, or conftable of France, flighted, 141; 

turns enemy to and deferts France,, and joins the empercr, 

144; on taking Rome is killed, 152. 
Bayard, 102, /107 ; knighted for his valour, 137 , ho- 
nourable appellation , and courageous conducT, 140. 
Bouteville, defends Bellegarde, 3.77; is made marefchal 

Luxemburg, his victories over prince William, 385; 

plendid victory over the prince William, 390 j. over the 

piince of Waldeck, 3-94 dies, 395. 
Bellisle, appointed under marefchal Saxe, 418; proof of 

his fkill, 410 ; . dies, 443. 
Brutality instances oJ, 104, 273. 
Battles, between the French and Englifli, - - ei: - 

of Marignan, between the French and Swifs, 131.. 



of Pavia. - - -- - 148. 

of Cerizolcs. - 162. 
of Dreux between the catholics and proteftants 244. 

of St. Dennis. - . '— - a 54. 

of Jarnac. - - - - - ' 260. 

of St. Cler. - - - - - 263. 

of Blenheim. - - - - - aoo. 



Ramillies and Turin. - 401. 
Oudenarde and Mai plaque t. - - 303. 
Battles at Sea, between the Spanifh and Engli/h, 480 ; 
On the Dogger-bank between the Dutch and EngUfti, 505 ;- 
French and Englilh, between Hood and De Grafle, 406; 
do. between De Grade and Rodney, 506 ^---betweea 
Hughes and SuiFiein in the Eaft-Indies, 168- . 

famous fingle combat. 512. 
Bed of Juflice held, 15O, 450, 544. . ■ 

C. 

CAISSE D'ESCOMPTE, a famous bank in Paris, (lops pay, 

•ient, S22 , is again made refpeftable, 524.. 
Calonne, de, made comptroller-general, 5295 eftablifties a 

finking fund, ib. 5 through the, infnrmountable difficulties 

of the finance, refigns, 532, 534, 536. 
Colbert, favourite of Lewis, 383 5 dies, 391* 
Chojsseul, duke de, made minifter, 4435 his meafures, 

447 ; hated by madame du Barre, 449 5 baniflied, 450 ; 

retains popular approbation,, ib ; recalled and again put into 

administration, 455. 
Cumberland, duke of, defeats the Scottifti rebels, 4225 

is driven before the French, 331. 
Corsica, added to France, 446. 

Castelnau, baron, .accufed of favouring a Hugonot con- 
fpiracy, 218;,. his fpirited anfwer to the accufation. 2215 
beheaded, 222. 

CoNCHlNl, a favourite of Henry the Fourth's queen, . fee 
Ancre. 

Cruelty, uncommon aft of, 215. 

Coligui, admiral*, made governor of. Picardy, and volun- 
tarily refigns his government, 21: ; evinces his attachment 
to the proteftants, 2175 intercedes for baron Caftelnau, 
2225 prefents and fupports a remonftrance of the proteft-. 
ants, 2245 takes a convoy deftined for the catholic army, 
51405 takes command of the proteftant army, 246;: victory 
at la Roche, 262; wounded in a vigorous encounter, 264; 
his intrepidity and perfeverance, 268 ; agrees to a treaty 
-with the court, ib. ; favourable reception by the king, 
2733 an attempt to afiaflinate him, 2745 aflafiinated. .on 
the eve of Bartholemew — his courage, 278. 



Catharine de MedlcJs, her hatred to the Hugonots, 215; 
takes the government during the minority of Charles the 
Ninth, 227; prefcrves her influence after the king's ma- 
jority, 2505 caufes the queen of Navarre to be foifoned, 
273 ; her infernal machinations, ib. 5 ever memorable 
proof of her brutality, 277; frizes the chiefs of a con- 
ipiracy, 291 ; again obtains the reins on the king's death,. 
2945 excluded from the confidence of Henry the Third, 
303; dies, detefted, 305. 
Conde, prince of, embraces the caufe of the proteftants, 
whom he heads, 212, 213 ; charged as a confpirator, 220 ; 
artifice ufed to get him to court, 225 5 repairs thither 5 1*3 
tried and condemned to die, 225 ; his innocence declared, 
228; quits Paris, 2345 takes Orleans, which is made the 
rendezvous of the proteftants, ib. ; meets the catholics for 
an accomodation, 239; defends Bourgcs againft the catho- 
lic army, 240; befieges Paris, 243 ; taken prifoner, 245; 
concludes a treaty with the court, 247 ; remonftrates 
again-ft the innovations on the late treaty, 252 ; again 
arms and engages with fuperior numbers, 256; on inform*-., 
tionof a fcheme to take him, flies with Coligni,. 257;.. 
in a violent encounter with fuperior numbers is wounded 
taken and in a cowardly manner fhot, 260. 
Conde, prince of, after having remained under the queen 
of Navarre, efcapes with her into Germany, 290 5 fpirited 
anfwer on the king's perfuading him to abjure his protcf- 
tant principles, 292 ; after holding a conefpondence with 
the proteftants from Straiburgh, he returns and joins their 
army, 294-, 297 5 is defeated and retreats to England, 
whence he returns with frefti forces, 301 j is poifoned, 302. 
Conde prince of, flies from Henry the Fourth to Brufiels, 
3375 returns and oppofes Lewis the Thirteenth, in behalf 
of the proteftants, 344; Is committed to the Eaftile 3455 
is reftored to liberty, 350. 
Conde, prince of, gains a complete victory over the Spnni^ 
ards, 372,. 373* 374> ls imprifoned,. 375 ; joins the 
Spanifh hoftile army, 376 ; his difafters,. 377 ; his fame, 
37$, 379; is- defeated, 379; takes Franche Comptc, 
384; his victories in the United Provinces, 386 j obftinate 
battle with the prince of Orange, 3885 after opnoiing the 
arms of Turenne, he retires, 389, 
Charles the Eighth a minor, his character, 15 (Fee Anne) 
his coronation, 29 \ duplicity to marry Anne, duchefs of 
Brittany, 63 5 marries, 66 ; fends her back to her father, 
70 j commences an expedition againft Naples, .72 rapid 
fuccefs of his arms, 755 treats with the pope, 76; takes 
Naples, 77 5 a powerful confedeiacy . formed againft him, 
78 ; forces his retreat from Italy, 70 ; gains a fortunato 
: victory over the Italians, 84, 87 ; fiiarp anfwer to the 
pope on an order to leave Italy, 87 5 treats* with the 

Florentines,, ib ; new .difficulties 90 ; aflifts the Floren- 
tines to repel the emperor from Leghorne, 95 ;. gains 
.theintereft of Spam,. 96; ferioufly attends to his govern- 
• ment, 983 dies, ib. 

Charles the Ninth, a minor, 227 ; (See Catharine.) at- 
tains his majority, 249 5 tour through his dominions, 250; 
. efcapes a plot to feize him, 252 ; treats with the proteftants, 
252*, marries, 269; beftows. honours and benefits on Co- 
ligni, 37fc, bafe duplicity, 2735 his timid, but at laft, 
. refolute fubmiffion to the infernal advice of Catherine of 
Medicis, to mafiacre the proteftants, 277 ; acknowledges 
that atrocious aft, 383 j death and character,, 295. 
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DORIA, admiral, obtains a victory- over the Spaniards, 153 5 

• is denounced, 154. 

Dunois, count, appointed lieutenant-general and conftable 
of France, 5 j joins the party of Orleans againft madame 
but U forced to fubmit and is baniflied, 38 ; his harrow 
efcape, 455 again received into favour, 593 
Le Daim, his uncommon act of villany, 8. 
Dubois, cardinal, prime minifter of France, 413. • 
Dubois, chevalier, attempts to quell the enraged Parifiaris, 
560,- 563. , 

ENGLAND, Edward the Fourth of, his artifice to take the 
earl of Richmond who took fanctuary in Brittany, 305 
Henry the Seventh treats with the duchefs of brittany, 
57; lands at Calais and obtains money from Charles the 
.Eighth, 695. again lands at Calais, 125, i%U 5 Charles 
aflifts .the. proteftants, 3 58. 

Epict, a royal one for the fale of crown offices, 1305 of 
Chateaubriand, againft the proteftants, 197} of Paris the 
fame,- 348 ;- .of fyantz,'in favour of the proteftants, 328$ 
that edict revoked by which 500,000 pro eftants were 
baniflied 39a; July edict againft that people, 229* 2$%', 
for the jmpoution.of taxe^, 444. . 

East-In^j a Company re-eftabh£hed, 531. 

Espreme"Sil, reveals the cour pleniere* and is imprifoned, 
558 ;. made a reprefentativc to the States-General at Paris, 

5 6 5-' 

Estaigx, count de\ commands the French fleet, 475 5 is 
defeated by the Englifli, 477, 479 5 takes fome of the 
\Veil-india lilands, 488 5 in a ievere engagement is defeat- 
ed and wounded, he returns to Europe > 485. 

Eugene, piincc, receives a command from Lewis the Four- 
teenth, '3 y 8; defer.s to the German army, defeats the 
French and obtains many fignal advantages, 401, 405. * 

Enguiek, fee Conde. 

Enguinne, count of, obtains a fplendid victoiy over the 
imperial troops, 162; dies 165.. 

• F. 

FONTRAILLES, throws fuccour at a great hazard into 

Terouanne, 125. t 

Fkederic, duke of Saxony, his noble, refufal of the impe- 
rial diadem, 136. 

Force, marquis de la, bravely defends Montauban againft 
the catholic forces, 3 52. . . . 

Fleur v, cardinal, made prime minifter, 414, 415; pacific 
difpofition, 417 $ dies, 419 

Fayette,- marquis de la, joins the American forces, 4695 
challeriges.the earl of Carlifle, 478, ... 

Franche Compte, annexed to France, ,388. 1 

Francis the firft marries, 127 5 is crowned, 129 ; arbitrary 
innovation, 130; proceeds againft Italy, bloody engage- 
ment, 131 ; makes peace with the. pope and Swifs, 1323 
.general peace with the confederate powers, 134 ; takes and 
•.lofes Navarre, 138 ; renews hoftility with Chailes the "V?. 
.of Spain, now emperor of Germany, 139 ; lofes Tournay, 

.341; .duplicity. of the pope, .14a;. lofes 'Milan, 143 ; re- 
turning to reconquer it, is vanquiihed and taken prifoner, 

148 j is liberated on a promife to cede Burgundy, which he 




does not perform, 351 5 hoftilities -renew;ecV.i$6.vafb& 
yariqus fuccefs. makes truce, 158 $ breakes the truce and 
befieges RouifiHon,- but is defeated, 160 • proceeds into 

. Flanders, ib. 5 has to encounter Henry the Eighth of .Erig- 

. land, now joined the .emperor, 1 61.5 .obtains a fignal victory 
162 j makes peace with the emperor, 163. 

Francis the Second, comes to. thethrone 207 ; .his illnefs, 
the dreadful inhuman reined y preferred for his recovery, 
which he abhors, 2155 iiTues an edict againft the protef- 
tants, 225 5 his declaration refpecting the prince of Conde, 
226; dies, ib. ; character, 219. * 

France, difficulties about the fuccerTibn to the throne of, 
6 } Anne takes the regency during the minority of Charles 
the. Eighth, 45 divifion of the nation, 125 States gene- 
ral afiemblej'S V J ruptute with Brittany^ 43 ; England fends 
to negotiate a peace between them, 46 ; gains a victory 
over the Bnttons, 51; treaty with the arch duke, 61 5 
War with England, 685 eventful recital, 705 enjoys 4. 
general peace, 134 ; Tournay ceded to it, 1355 Brittany 
annexed to it, 1555 fituation at the acceflion of Henry 
the Second, 167; general peace, I7r, 1 7 5**5 cruel perfe- 
cution of the proteftants, 1975 (fee proteftants.) btatfis 
General alTcmbled, 227; edict in favour of the proteftants, 
228} civil war between the proteftants and catholics, 235; . 
peace reftored. 2475 Havre -de Grace recovered from the 

• Englifli, 248; aflembly of notables convened, 252"; civil 

• commotions renewed, 252 5 peace .2$ 7.; another civil war, 
258; peace renewed, 269; Dreadful maiTacre of the pro* 
teflants an the eve of St. Bartholowmew, 273 ; to,' 283; 
treaty with the Hugonots, 285 renewal of hoftilities, 
280; fvefli civil broils, 307; peace reftored, 318; war 
with Spain, 321 ; treaty with Spain, 381: general peace, 
391 ; war in Germany. 3975 recapitulation of ministerial 
government, 436 5 difficulties by fpeculation, 44X; reli- 
gious difputes and oppofitionto ta-xes : 444 5 engages with 
tlie Americans againft England, 459, 474; forms an alli- 
ance with Spain. 4S5 5 15 joined by Hol'an'd, 495; con- 
nection with the and difturbance between the prince of 
Orange and the Dutch, 536, 

Grasse, count de,. attempts to bring the Britim fleet to 
action, 497, in a fevcre engagement with Rodney, is 
defeated and taken, 508 j is afterwards tried and honbuir 
ably acquitted. • '■ 

Girmaike, count de St. appointed minifter at war, 462-; 
by his influence, Lewis the Sixteenth aboliflies the mouf- 

• quetaires, 465; dies 470. - J 
Germany, fee Maximillian.— Charles the Fifth of Spain, 

elected emperor, 137 ; his conduct with France, 140; • 
relinquiflies his dignities in favour of his .font and retires, 
185. 

Gaston, governor of Milan, 117 ; his courageous fall, - 
120. 

Guise, duke of, his extraordinary wound, 164; defends 
Metz, 177; noble treatment of the wounded prifoners, 
179; victories, 188; takes Calais, 1895 hatred to the " 
proteftants, 208; influence at court, 2105 lofes that in- 
fluence, 2315 difperfes a proteftant aflembly with much 
cruelty, 234; defeats the proteftant army, 244; befieges. . 
Orleans with fuccefs, but is affaflih'ated ~in the attempt, ~ 
246. 

B 
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©vise," duke of, pays' anaflaffin to difpatch - Coligni, ' 265; 

* the attempt failing, : makes a fecond with as little fuccefs, 
2,74 $ fucceeds the third time, 278 3 his blood thirfty en- 

• joyment of the maflacre of the proteftants on St. Barthole- 
raew's day, . in which, he was a principal actor, 276 5 - gains 
an advantage over a proteftant army, 297 ; ambitious op- 
pofition and perfidy to the king, 300, 3025 popularity with 
the Parifians, 302- ;". afiafiinated, 304. 

- H 

Henry the Second afcends the throne, 168 ; treats with 
- England, 17 1; makes a fuccefsful incurfion into Germany;; 
172 ; victories over the emperor's forces, 183, treats with 
the pope, 185 ; figns a truce with the emperor, 186 ; the 
pope induces him to break it, 187 ; his'progrefs, 190 5 
killed at a tournament by Montgomery, who he infifted 
ihould meet him, 1965 cruel perfection of the proteftants 
during his reign, 197. 

Henry the Third, (fee Anjou.) afcends the throne, 2965 
agrees to a pacification with the catholics, 297 ; his power 
languiflies, 301.$ ferioufly oppofed by the duke of Guife, 
and other parties, 302, 303 procures the. afiiifli nation of 

the duke of Guife 304 5 aflifted by the king of Navarre, 
befieges Paris, 306; is afiafiinated. 
Henry the Fourth, character and fituation at his* accefiion, 
308, 309; befieges Paris but is forced to abandon it, 309; 
defeats Mayenne, 310; his feelings touched at the dread- 
ful famine in Paris, 311 ; fuffers it to.be relieved, 312, 
'313 5 is wounded by theSpanifh foldiers, 314; embraces 
the catholic faith to promote the happinefs and union of 
France, 317; plot to aflafiinate him, 5185 feveral'places 
fubmits to him, ib. 5 is crowned, enters Paris amidft re- 
iterated acclamations, 319; declares war againft Spain, 
320, 321; another attempt to .aflafiinate him, 3215 de- 
feats a large Spanifli army, ib. ; • is abfolved by the pope, 
^and reconciled to Mayenne, 323 ; difcovers a dark confpi- 

racy, .332; his reluctance to the death of Biron, the head 
of that cpnfpiracy, 3335 another proof of his clemency, 
33 5, refufes an aflylum to the unhappy Moorifh fugitives, 
. 326 5 his violent amours, 329, 335, 337 ; meditates im- 
portant acquifitions but his days are lhortned by the aiYafiin, 

.341- 

Harcourt, duke of, his noble refufal to go againft the 
Normans, who had, oppofed the king's arbitary meafnres, 

Heroism, ads of, William de Rofnuynen, 46 5 captain 
Kergarion, 489. ' *. 

Hurricane, a dreadful onewhichvery much injured the 
Trench flups, .493. ' , 

J 

JUSTICE, remarkable aft of, 52. 

" - ... 

K 

1 

1 

KERGARION, captain, his noble, but fatal defence of his 

ihip, 489. „ 

L 

LXJDOVICO, after repeated hoftility and treachery' againft 



the French, is taken and confined in a dungeon where after 

• ten years, he died, 102. " . 

Lorraine, cardinal a principal and inveterate enemy of the 
. proteftant 197 to 223; his infernal actions 2165 approba-* 

tion of the general maflacre 235 ; dies 297. * , 

Lautr ec courageous, but unfuccefsful .efforts 1455 made 
governor of Milan, 143 5 takes nearly all Naples, 153 
dies, 154/ ^ 

Landois, .Peter, his exaltation from low pedigree, 23;. 

villainous conduct, for which he is hanged, 37.. , .. 
Law, John, a" famous but unfuccefsful financier, 412. 
Liberty, a dawn of, 12; 
LANDR£ciEs,.fiege of, 162. 
Luxembourg, fee Bouteville. 

Lowendahl, a victorious general under count Saxe, his 
fuccefs in Brabant, 423; takes Bergen-op-Zoom, and is 
promoted marefchal, 424. - '* * 

Luines, admitted by Ancre into the favour of Lewis the 
, Thirteenth, confpires againft his friend, 3455 becomes 
the favourite and adviferof the king, 347; created duke- 
of Luines, 348. • 

Lewis the Twelfth, (fee Orleans.) marries the late king's 
widow, 1015 takes the duchy of Milan, ib; the king 
of Naples a conquered prince tfies to him' for protection, 
104; beat by the Spaniards in Naples, 106; ill fuccefs, . 
1085 takes Genoa, m • fuccefs in Italy, &c. 1135 the 
-Englifh engage in the war againft him-* -fuccefa of the- 
fleets, and dreadful events of the commanders, 122;' peace 
with England ; 127; death and character, 128. • 

Lewis the Thirteenth, afcends the throne young, 343 ; takes • 
the -field againft the rebel princes, but treats.with them, 
344; perfecutes the proteftants, 3 5 1 5 renews the edict 
of Nantz, 3 53 ; fupprcfles the office of conftable of France, 
3595 is oppofed by his mother and brother, 3 63 j be- 
fieges Perpignan, 369 5 dies, 371. ; 

LEwis.-the Fourteenth* comes to the throne a minor, under 

the influence of Cardinal Mazarine, 3725 attains to age, 
and is crowned, 376 5 treats with Spain, 3815 becomes 
active in the government, 38 1 \ his fuccefs in Flanders, 
and the United Provinces, 384, 386, forced to abandon 
his conquefts, 387; peace with the contending powers, 
39 1 ; war, but immediately fucceeded by peace with Spain, 
-ib 5 imprudently revokes the edict of Nantz and perfecutes 
the proteftants, 392; afiifts James to regain the crown 
of England, but they are defeated, 293 5 a powerful con- 
federacy againft him, ib. ; his fleet defeated with great 
lofs, 3945 concludes peace, 396; declares the Stewart 
furceffion in England, 398; fues for peace, 402. 403; 
again attempts to plant the Stewart race but mi (carries, 
403 5 ceiTation of hoftilities, 405 ; dies, 408. 
Lewis the Fifteenth, comes to the throne an .infant— at- 
tains to his majority, 414 5 war with England, 419 ; his 
army defeated, ib. 5 efpoufes the Stuart caufe,4ao, 422; 
fleet defeated and taken, 425; peace with Europe, 426; 
agitations in the church on theological points, .ib ; hof- 
.tilities commence with the, Englifli in India, where the 
French troops are defeated, 427 j hoftilities in North* 
•America, 428; navy defeated with great lofs, 429; takes 
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Minorca, 430 ; an attempt to aflaflinate him, 430; ill 
fuccefs, 432; lofes BeUiile,433 5 Canada in North-Ameri- 
ca, and Goree in* Africa, 434; lofes at fea under du Quefne, 
la Clue and Conflans, 435 j figns a treaty w^th England, t 
456 j meafures with the parliaments who refufed his fum- 
mons, 445 j takes Corlica, 4465 arbitrary meafures with 
the parliament,448 ; baniflies the duke de' Choifieul, 550 ; 
baniflies the parliament, 4515 arbitrary edicts, ib. 5 ba- 
niflies the princes of the blood, 45s; dies, 453. 
Lewis the Sixteenth, afcends the throne — meafures by 
which he attached himfelf to the people, 454 5 exiles the 
dukes of Orleans and Chartres, but recalls them and 
the old parliament, ib ; quells a diftuvbance in Burgundy, 
occafioned by a fcarcity of corn, 461 ; acknowledges the 
independence of the United States of America, 473 ; 
caufes exciting him to engage in the war with England, 
459, ,463, 466, 471; treats with America, 475; troops 
unfuccefsful in the Eaft-Indies, 479 5 abolifhes the method 
of putting the queftion by torture, 4965 amidft active 
preparations, concludes a peace with England, 517, 543; 
dictates to the parliament, 53a 5 calls the aflembly of 
notables, 533 j difmifles that aflfembly, 543; holds a bed 
of Juftiae to regifter fome edicts which the parliament, 
refufed, 544 5 for his fafety, fends the parliament with his 
his brother, the duke of Orleans, and two other mem- 
bers into exile, 544, 546 ; fpeech to the States General 
which he had convened, 566. 

M 

Mass eli k, John de, appointed fpeakerof the general aftem- 
bly, 37$ his fpeech, 18, 20. 

Mar ebo rough, duke of, commands and is victorious 
againft the French in Germany, 399 ; defeats a numerous 
army, 400;. bbftinate battle with Villars, at the memo- 
rable fietd of Blenheim, 403; takes Bouchain, 405; re- 
figns the command, ib. 

Mayenne, duke of, made lieutenant general of France,. 
405 5 oppofes the king's forces in favour of Bourbon, but 
is defeated, 3095 beat* by Henry^s troops, 310; defeats 
the royal army before Rouen, 314; his crafty meafures, 
3175 is reconciled and fwears allegiance to the king, 
ibid. 

Montecuculli, the imperial general oppofes Turrene, 3S7, 
388 5 oppofes Conde, 3S9 3 withdraws from the army, 

3%. 

Mazarin, cardinal, negotiates in behalf of the duke of . 
Savoy, 362 ; obtains an afcendency in the government, ' 
372; his reverfe of fortune, 375; is recalled and ho- 
noured, 377 ; again obtains his afcendancy and power, 
378; dies, 382. 

Mousojjet aires aboliftied, 465. 

Metz, belieged, 178; faved from a treacherous machination, 
184. 

Mirabeau, oppofes the meafures of the minifter Calonne, 
535; his character, ib. 

Maurevel, afl'aflinates la Muoy, a proteftant chief, 265 ; 
attempts the life of Coligni, 274. 

Montgomery, count, at the exprefs order of Henry the 
Second, engages with that prince at a tournament and 
kills him, 196 ; joins the proteftant army, 239 3 arret of 
the court againft him, 265 ; acquires great fame, 262, 
2675 teturns from England, 299 ; after a refolute defence 
is taken prifoner, 293 ; is beheaded, ib. 

Montmorenci, marefchal, 'conftable of France, 1585 is 
difgraced, 159, recalled, and his honours reftored by Hen- 

\ 4, 



ry the Second, 166 ; his ftrategem, 173 5 is flighted by 
Francis the Second, 210; commands the catholic army 

and is taken prifoner, 244. 
Mo nt more nci, is committed to the Baftile,- 291 ; releafed, 

297. .'*"'* 
Montmorenci, fee D\Amville. - . . 

Martigues, a principal commander in the catholic army, 
' 341 3 befieges, but is forced to leave Sancerre, 298 ; en- 
gages with Coligni, 258, 263 : is killed, 266. 

Maximillian, the grand duke, his meafures in Flanders, 
33 5 fuccefs, 38; made king of the Romans, 40; fends 
troops to atTift againft France, 45; is reduced, 49 ; treats 
with France, 61 ; marries Anne duchefs of Brittany, 61; 
joins with the Englifli to invade France, 125 ; unable to 
gain any advantages, concludes a* treaty with France, 134 j 
dies 135. 

Milan taken, and added to France, 124. 

N 

NOTABLES, affembly of, called, 252, 533. 
National Affembly of France called, 568, 
Navarre, king of, efcapes to Guienne, after lofing his 
dominions, 298; takes Cohors, ib. ; generous conduct to 
king Henry the Third, 305$ joins the French ftandard, 

3065 acknowledged king by Henry when dying, ib. See 
Henry the Third and Fourth. 
Navarre, queen of, after a firm adherence to the protec- 
tants, and. protecting the young king and prince of Conde, 
is poifoned, 273. 

Navarre, king of, declares for the proteftants, and moftly 
fhares the fate of prince Conde. 

Navarre, kingdom of, conquered by the Spaniards, 123; 
retaken and again loft by the French king, 138. 

La Noue, a chief of the proteftant army, makes obfer- 
vations, 259; taken prifoner, ib. j obtains his liberty and 
defeats a detachment of catholics, 267 5 is wounded, ib. j 
efcaping the general mafTicre, he joins in an infurrection, 
290. 

Navarre, king of, retires from the council, 210; is in- 
vited to court in order to be taken as a favourer of the 
proteftants, 224; goes, 225; is reconciled' to Catharine 
de Medecis, 226 ; made lieurenat general of France, 227; 
killed at the nege of Rouen, 241. 

Necker, monfieur, appointed 'to . the miniftry, 466; ob- 
tains promotion, 470 ; adopts falutary regulations, 487 5 
difmifl'ed, 505; recalled, 559; character, 563. 

. ;° 

ORANGE, prince of, his ill fuccefs againft Genoa, 87. ; 
Orange, William, prince of, his obftlnate battle with the 

prince of Conde, 388 ; is defeated, 390 ; takes the go- 
' vernment of England, 391 j beats the French army, 303 ; 

dies, 398. ' 

Orleans, Lewis, duke of, appointed regent, 4 to 16; his 
plot to obtain the king, 29 j reprefentation of his injuries 
34 ; oppofes the government, but is reduced to f.tbmiflion, 
37 *> joi ns a confederacy, 42 ; narrow efcape, 35 ; is taken 
prifoner, 51; liberated, 64} made govornor of Normandy, 
65; commands a fleet to go to Naples', 735 defeats the 
Neapolitan fleet, 74; fuccecds to the government of 
France, 100. See Lewis the Twelfth. 

Orleans, duke of, oppofes the royal army, and flies from 
court, 353; fubmits to the king, 364; commands an 
army, and obtains a victory, 366 ; plots the death of 
Richelieu, but his courage fails him, ib.; made head of 
the army and council, 371, 377 5. dies, 382. 

C 
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■ 

Orleans, duke of,. obtains advantages over the prince of 

Orange, 390 $ made regent during the minority of Lewis 

the Fifteenth, 409; clofes a rupture with Spain, 411; 

unfuccefsful fpeculation, 41a j death and chara&er, 413, 
410. 

Orleans, duke of, exiled for not attending the funeral of 

the deceafed king, 453 ; dies, 475. 
Orleans, city of, taken and made the general rendezvous 

of the proteftant army, 3 35 j befieged by the duke of 

Guife, 346. 

P 

PROTESTANTS, fpring up in Germany, 155; cruel per- 
fections of them in France, 197 ; 215 $ ihcreafe in France 
2 12; form a confpiracy, 219 , fend a petition and remon- 
itrances to the king, which is rejected, 224; are admitted 
to privileges and liberty of confcience, 228 5 affray with 
the duke of Guife at Vafri, 233 ; inrreafe in numbers 
and power, 235, 236, 2385 public a.ret againft them, 
239 5 form a treaty with the catholics, 247 5 army again 
in agitation, attempts to fecure the king's perfon, 253 ; 
defeated, 264 \ by a treaty obtains great advantages, 268 j 
2705 dreadful mafiacre of them on BartholemewVeve, 
2,73; obtains a peace on good terms, 285, hoftilities 
again commenced, 289; peace reftored, 297; edifr of 
Nantz. in their favour, 328 ; dreadful fituation in Rochelle 
3595 edict of Nantz revoked, when 500,000 of them 
are baniihed, 392. SeeConde, Navarre, Coligni and Ca* 
therine; de Medecis. 

Phoenomena, a remarkable one in nature, 165. 

Piles, with a body of proteftants defeats the catholics, 262; 

boldly defends Angeli, 266; is aflafiinated, 280. 

Pqt,. Phillip, his patriotic fpeech, 13. 

Paris, confiderable agitations there, 560, 5625 dreadful 
maiTacre there ; 276 ; famine, 31 !■ 

Phillibcrt, prince of Piedmont, takes He fdin, 182* 

Pope Clement, of Rome, taken prifoner, 15 a. 

Parma, prince of, fent from Spain to relieve Paris, when 
.befieged, 311; engages Henry the Fourth's forces, and 
is wounded, 314; crotTes the seine by a bold ftratagem, 
in fight of the king's forces, 315; dies 316. 

Peroufe, monfieur, his imminent danger when fent to demo- 
.lifli the forts in Nova-Scotia,. 509. 

Parliament, of Paris, their fpirited remonftrances againft 
Lewis the Fifteenth's arbitrary meafures, 444, 450 5 are 
exiled, 451 ; fent into exile by Lewis the Sixteenth for 
the fame, 544; recalled, 545; oppofes the kings edi&, 
. 5465 fubmits 557. 

RUYTER, admiral de, his fame and victories at fea, 386; 

387 \ is killed, 389. 
Rodney, admiral, defeats the Spanifh fleet, 489 ; again meets 

them but nothing tranfpires, 497 ; defeats the fleet of 
t count de Grafie whom he takes prifoner, 508. 
Roc ham beau, fent to America with an army, 492. 
Rome, city of, taken by the duke of Bourbon, 152. 
Richmond, earl of, obtains fancTuary in Brittany, 30; his 

narrow efcape, 315 embarks againft Richard the Third, 

of England, but returns, 3 2. 
Republic of the United States acknowledged by Lewis the 

Sixteenth, 473. — Of the United Provinces of Holland 

formed, 321. ^ 
Richelieu, cardinal, made fecretary to Lewis the Thirteenth, 
345: his afpiring fuccefs, 3535 vigilence, 356, 357; 
365; ftratagerh to take "Rpchelle, 3585 contempt of the 

pope, 360 j made prime mihifter and lieutenant general of 



France, 361; plot to alTaffinate him, 366; defeats his 

enemies, 3685 dies, 370. 
Rohan, duke of, oppofes the meafures of Lewis the. Thir- 
teenth, but is reconciled. 343 ; again difcoriterited, 345 - 
attacks the king's forces, 355, 361 5 recalled frorri^aniuV 
ment, 364; intrufted with command, defeats the* Spani- 
ards, 3655 is killed, 367. & : ^ 

Rochelle, befieged but compells the befiegers to treat, 
2S6 5 wretched ftate, 3 59. 

Ravaillac, ailafllnates Henry the Fourth, 3405 wretched 
death, 342. 

Rosney, advifes the king to abjure the proteftant religion, 
317; is advanced, 326; his ftratagem to prevent a con- 
fpiracy, 3325 excellent adminiftration, 3335 reduces the 
duke of Bouillon, ib. $ created duke of Sully, which fee. 

S 

SULLY duke of, refigns his offices at the death of Henry 
the Fourth, 342. 

Saxe, count, gains confiderable advantages over the German 
troops^ and takes feyeral places, 520, 421,4225 befieges 
Maeftricht, 325 ; dies, 431. 

Sartine, appointed minifter of marine, 465;"difmhTed,496. 

Sickness a great and defolating one, 165. 

SIEGES. Of Tournay, 141 5 Metz, 1785 Landfecies, 162; 
Gibralter, 486, 510. 

Sancerre, nobly fuftains a fiege, 285, 

Suffrein, admiral, fuccefs in the Eaft-Indies> 503; takes 
the. Hannibal man of war, 511 5 obftinate engagement 
with the Englifh, 512; takes Trincomale, 514, obftinate 
fight with admiral Hughes* fquadron, 515, 52' ; charac- 
ter, 524. 

Savoy, ^ duke of, oppofes the power of Henry the Fourth, 
but is forced to fubmit, 329; is fubdued, 3445 goes to 
war with Spain, but again negociates, 348 5 affifts the king 
of Spain, 361 ; dies, 362. 

States General called, 8, 227, 564 5 difficulties in their 
way of proceeding to bufinefs, 567 ; diflblves into the 
national alTembly, 568. 

T 

TURENNE, marefchal, defeated, 373 5 defeats the Ger- 
mans, ib. adheres to. the crown and defeats the Spani- 
ards, 376, 378; beats them before Dunkirk, 379; 
victorious, 3805 over-runs Flanders, 384 j and the united 
provinces, 386; is killed, 389* 

Tremouille, La, after repeated fuccefs, by a fuccefsrul ma- 
noeuvre, makes peace with the Swifs, 1245 the king re- 
fufes to ratify it, 127 ; compells a numerous army to retire 

from France, 1865 killed at the battle of Pavin, 148. 
Tallard, marefchal, defeats the Heflians, 399 j is defeated 

and taken at the battle of Blenheim, 440. 
UNIGENITUS, a famous popifh bull* fo named, ^ difpureS 
about it in France which caufes much fermentation, 426, 

Villeroy, marefchal, taken prifoner, 399; iedeemed, but is j 

defeated by Maryborough, 401. " j 
Villars, defeats the Imperial! fts, 399 ; fent againft the pro-.; 

teftants, but is recalled, and goes againft Marlborough; 

with fuccefs, 400; obftinately engages that general, 403; 

vi&ory over Albermarle, 406 ; fubdues the emperor's 

forces and takes fever al places, 407. 
Vergenes, count de, made fecretary for foreign affairs— treats 
with the Englifh, 518, 524; with Germariy{^6 5 dies, 

533. m r* 4 

WASHINGTON, general, takes earl CornwahVa army, jo* 
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Society, hi ce the individuals of which it is compofed, is the creature of circumftances, 

capable of being • fafhioned by imperceptible caufes, or fwayed by the weakeft no lefs 
than by the mod violent paffi'ons/ How lamentably fatal, have been the effedts of igno- 
tance upon Nations! 1 How baleful the effefts of an infihuating and effeminating Luxury ! 
The one hath nurfed-the horrid brood of error ; the other hath funk man below himfelf, 

into, all the debafing ways of Vice ; both have concurred to make man the flave of his 

equal ; and to fupercede for a time the bounties of providence. 

It is from hiftory that men >fhould,draw that experience fo neceflary to guard againfi 
the moft fatal of human evils. It is by the errors and crimes of mankind in paft and 
-prdent times, he fhould team to ftiun thofe paths which inevitably lead .to fimilar ends- 

The records of departed time do not afford a topic fo eventful and momentous as that of 

the French Revolution ; perhaps it is not from the hand of a contemporary that a fubjeft 
To powerful over thepaffioAs can" be effe&ually illuftrated ; and it is not improbable that 
a future generation may derive more advantage from the terrible admonitions which it 
furnifhes, than the^prde'nt:^ r * *" " 

. "But it will be admitted that no period can be more- fuitable than the pfefent tacolle£t 
tile fcattered and fugitive materials which have arifen from the pafling events. Thefe 
carefully tefteft by the ftmple procefs of taking evidence where the parties are oppofed to. 
each other in principles, but concur in the fads; or where the fa&s- are difputed; 
fele&ing that ftatement which appears moft probable, but without difguifing the objec- 
tions which ftand againft it : Placing thefe in the moft inftru&ive point of view, the 
enquirer of the prefent day will poflefs the beft information that is to be obtained ; 
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datura times iSflrft^ inferefts and irritation "bf 

parties have alwayscarefully fecluded from the fcrutiny of their opponents. 

Vanity, engroffes fo large a portion of the human chara&er, that it is not extraor« 
dinary to find different opinions upon the origin of the French revolution ; or that eager 
to obtain the credit of the difcovery, individuals have endeavoured to fix its origin to that 
fingle caufe which mod concurred with his prejudices or his wifhes- But however 
tmfubftantial the individual theory, perhaps the union of the many caufes may be truly 
found to have produced this great event. 

An examination of the hiftory -of the -French monarchy, even - fromr the -period of 
the revival of letters, 1 would alone furnifh evidence of a double progrefiion u y hich muft 
at fome period end in a convulfioh between the infatiable rapacity of the monarchy and 
the accumulating enlightenment of the people. 

Under the united extravagance of her kings the French nation for ten centuries exhi- 
bited an aftonifiiing example of attachment and obedience ; but although the rapid fuc- 
ceffion of their afflictions tended to~dTown iheTecollection of the pad in the pains of the 
prefent ; the voice of remonftrance was fometimes heard. The parliaments at different 
periods had manifefted a fpirit worthy of the moft happy days of ancient Athens, and 
befides their fuccefs in eafing the peopje from particular burthens, , we know that their 
power has proceeded fo far with the fupreme, authority, as to beftow the regency three 
times, and to annul the teflaments of two kings. 

The plenitude of power ufurped by Lewis the Fourteenth had thrown the nation into a 
lethargic apathy, which prevailed with odious^ uniformity during the reign of his fuc- 
ceffor, Lewis the Fifteenth ■> whofe debauched life and unprincipled extravagance contami- 
nated by example while it fapped-the foundations of -the people's' domfeftic 'fimplicifyf and 
comfort;; he ,entailed on^he :z iiation thofe : . an tifociai vices which proteed^ffom luxur)^, 
while he encumbered them witb an enormous addition to the public- debt. Lewis the Six* 
teenth commenced his reign, it. has been remarked,- under the moft finift^r-aiid unpopular 
auFpices,.with:i{Tuing /^//r^j&!^rA^/.and:rlifputes with the-pafli^ttent? ;Lbut*he pofefied.fqrfte 
pf the moft happy qualifications to fuGceed at ftich a critical juncture j- auftere in^hisobferr 
vance of the ordinary moral duties, -he ^exhibited m v tns/.G\V|n;;perTon.aiewr€ economy, and 
it .has ieen.urg^d^ adtftiratiQny that during a reign of 

eighteen vears he had neither miftreffes nor favourites.*; : But his < wife .unfortunately mofe 
than furpafied. in profufion the/ habitual parfimony of Le\vis: he disliked •expfence and 

pomp ; the afpired .ndt.cnjy-.tp the 'dominion;, over the^gmoeiJj.rUut^pvei'.tbfi government'. 
—-The habitual coldnefs of bewis was fubdued -into a baleful fui^^e^- r .e^ery-fikce($ 
by the plaftic allurements of . his contorts and in the : already contaminated atmofphere of 
the court, minions were not wanting 'capable of : ^pei-fedl:iflg..diat; wis ■ which- already 
threatened the nation through the incumbrances of an immenfe debt; f : — -/ ; \! • - • 
- At the commencement of the revolution, the debt of France, icommonly know r n. by 
the. name of the deficit^ confifhgd ; of two claffes.; one the .annual e'xpences. abov£ the 
£££ual receipts, . which was eftimated at .fifty-fix millions ; the other of theifum /of five 
hun<f red and . ftxty millions, payable at pertain periods. • : ; ; . - /ro ; . 

'■* Dix 'Government Ses Moeurs, et des conditions en France, avant fe , i&ewktipn, &c; ipfinte^ #t 
Hamburg/ 1 795. *; • ' : \ • ' v.- 
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A- Yiarfdry < review of the early part of die reign of Lewis XVL willferve to difplay'tfee 
numerous calls tfotttew taxes, and the fyft ems adopted to fatisfythewants^of the govern- 
-merit : (Burirmay befirft neceffary to exhibit the chara&er of die.nation in the aggregate, 
-as driwii by the pencil of the moft impartial, and the concurring teftimcmy of writers &f op- 
^pofite opinions in politics. The chara&er of the-French could not be juftly confounded wMi 
that of the court or its vifitors. The nobles who imported into the provinces fcarcety 
any thing befide vices and opprefiion, exhibited- each in their cafties an epitome of the 

frivolity and debauchery of the capital \ but the pride of birth on one hand, and 
unafpiring Simplicity on the other, fixed a barrier which refilled every inroad but that of 
'bppreffive levies and barbarous laws. 

The inveterate defpotifm of ages and the accumulating burthens of taxation, had been 

in tome meafure countervailed by the gifts of nature ; a happy climate and a fertile foil 
•fufiained the fimplicity of their manners and enjoyments ; and the fenfe of honor and the 
love of country animated the hearts of the people in the pra&ice of the focial virtues > 
-unlefs where titular honors had given a fan&ion for every gradation of turpitude. That 
fupercilious dignity 1 which depends not on talents and the prafitice of virtue, but in a dif- 
sin&ion which holds no other character but that of arbitrary regulation or in prejudice, 
was not yet fo odious in its general operation in France as in other countries ; we 

are told that there was a perpetual fri&ion between the different clafTes, which rubbed 
-off fuch of the angles of fociety as were too prominent ; hence it may not be fo much 
a matter of furprife that a people peculiarly fufceptible of complaifance fliould fubmit 
to.impofitions laid in a mann er flattering to the individuals though ultimately fatal to their 
profperity. The domeftic lives of the people were enviable obje&s of contemplation, 
and defire. A' certain gaiety , a fweet familiarity that looks innocent and unabaihed in 
the face of the ftranger or the great ; an urbanity feldom to be met -with in other coun- 
tries, which foftens- and reconciles the difference of years.; a frank fondnefs which dif- 
play6d the hufband and wife, if notdovers, the civileft friends and the kindeft parents— 
the only parents perhaps who treated their children like friends ; the moft affable 
mailers arid tniftrefles ; the cold formality of invitation was unknown between relatives 
and friends, and the -ftranger, in partaking of their hofpitalities, felt no anxiety but in 
the obligations which their courtefy laid him under- Such were the prominent features of 
the French chara&er, as drawn by a difcriminating hand.* But candour muft allow 
that this prefents a large calculation on fhe flock of happinefs ; :to meafure the mifery 
of the- nation by an. equable procefs, it would be neceflary to eftimate the progreflive 
exceffes of the government, which : had been growing up for fo many reigns. This 
properly belongs to the prior hiftory ; however it may be fatisfactory to prefent a -brief 
outline of the public grievances' at this period. 

\ Under the monarchy- of France that eternal principle of Juflice, which makes mu- 
tuality of allegiance and prote&ion, the only bafis and bond of civil government, was 
titterly difregarded, or not recognized ; that the will of the king is the will of the law, had 
become a maxim of the government • hence it is not a matter of furprife that the 
limitted capacity of a monarch, bred up enftranged from the wants and- cares of fociety^ 

ihould either impofe inefficient or oppreffive laws himfelf, or be betrayed into them by the 

*.Mrs. Woolftoncraft. 
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intrigues of the more crafty and ambitious. The oppreffive inftitution of the corvee, had 
been aboliflied a few years prior to the revolution, through the falutary advice of Turgot. 
But the greater feudal fuperiorities ftill maintained their oppreffive influence in the ut- 
moft plenitude ; to thefe were attached a monopoly of entails, a difcretionary power in 
thefuperiors over their vafials ; the nobles totally, exempted from contribution to the wants 
of the ftate, and nobility was purchafeable ; hence as the nation became opulent the 
rich became noble, and the weight of the public burdens became heavier on the poor: 
barbarous foreft laws, which put the life of the peafant in conftant jeopardy ; an oppreffive 
Handing army, to fupply which the multitudinous inferior ranks of fociety were arbitrarily 
torn from their families, their children doomed to indigence and ignorance; the national 
wealth, both in collection' and expenditure, at the entire and unqueftioned discretion of 
the crown, levied without any previous confent of the contributors, and without any 
other form than that of a royal edicl — and in the rare inftances of remonftrance, en- 
forced by a compulfive regiftration ; — Places created and penfions lavifhed without ne- 
ceflky or merit, the offices of public truft, honour, and emolument, military and civil 
and the adminiftration of juftice put up to fale ; unbounded fecondary offices of oppreffion, 
and immenfe patronage of ecclefiai'Hcal preferments, fecular and regular, difpofed of 
without any vifible advantage to the ftate, and repeatedly employed as the pri:u of cor- 
ruption, crimes, and intrigue ; the public roads infefted by an infolent marechauflee. 
who maltreated or pillaged the poor without mercy or fear of punifhment; barriers of 
inquifition on the public roads \ ail correfpondence by poft violated; all communication 
of thought by the medium of the prefs, philosophical, moral, civil, political, or religious, 
equally enthralled by public examination and conditional licenfe ; an inquifitorial police 
invading the private recefies of fociety ; and kttres de cachet conftantly ifluing by the 
influence or the refentment of courtiers, and often of the moft abandoned proftitutes. 

Such was the great outline of national oppreffions at the period which we have taken 
up the hiftory of France ; the people, however, feemed to bear with extraordinary 
patience fuch an enormous aggregation of wrongs the fucceeding pages will develope 
ftill further caufes of complaint, for it was not until the national fpirit had began, 
to awake, that the grievances which had been long fan&ioned by patient endurance were 
found not to be therefore juft* 

We may nowrefume the confideration of thofe circumftances which peculiarly marked 
the reign of Lewis XVI. The evil moft fenfibly felt by the government, was the defici- 
ency of funds to fupply the exigencies of the public fervice ; Necker thought to fubdue 

the difficulty by loans, and the moft rigid oeconomy ; by reforming fome of the expences 
of the houffiold and retrenching fuperfiuous offices in the various departments of the 

adminiftration ; but while he acquired popular applaufe, he alfo incurred the enmity 
of a numerous and powerful nobility , to whom his fyftem was particularly obnoxious > 
and through whofe intrigues he was at length difmiffed from office. His fucceflbr, mon- 
fieur Calonne, commenced his adminiftration with great popularity, but the malk with 
which he had at firft feduced their applaufe was foon removed from this penetrating 
people, and his meafures not only incurred their difapprobatinon but that of their re- 
pefentatives ; however, the power of the fovereign for a time ftamped fufficient importance 

on every proceeding of his minifter ; To give a more effe&ual fan&ion to the increafmg 
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loans and taxes nbtt in contemplation, the affembly of notables was convened ; but the 
minifter derived no advantages from this body, and they were foon diflblved. The king 
now had recourfe to the accuftomed meaiure of a royal edift. A double poll-tax, a 
third twentieth, and a ftamp-duty were thus ordained to be levied. The parliaments: 
oppofed thefe taxes, and the king had immediate recourfe to the compulfive authority 
of a bed of juftice. The banifhment of the parliament was the confequence of their re- 

monftrances ; but with an inftability that fignalifed Lewis, they were foon recalled. New 

meafures were formed by the court ; the king call d another affembly of the notables* 

with a view to fanftionthe eftabiifhment of a cour pleniere ; by this project it was intended 
that all royal edifts (hould be iregiftered, and the painful remonftrances of the parliaments 
avoided ; but oppofition ftrangled this monftrous meafure in its birth, and with it terminat- 
ed th \ adminiftration but not the influence of Calonne. Necker was foon after recalled, 
whofe firft meafure was to .give way to the popular defires, in advifmg the affembly of 
the ftates-gfeneral. 

The principles of liberty now began to manifeft themfelves in memorials from various 
parts of the kingdom, on the nature of the reprefentation to the Hates-general. The 
principles of the ele&ion to that body were clifcuffed fully in the affembly of the nptables, 
reprefentation fixed, but fo as to alarm many of the nobles, and particularly the prince 
of Conti, whofe predi&ive fears were confiderably heightened by 
numerous publications diffeminating throughout France. He caufed a note to bedelivered 

to' the king, eKpre'Iive of his umufmefs for the refult of thefe unufual procdudlions of 

the prefs. Monarchy, he faid, was attacked, and its exigence endangered ! The moment 
was near, and it comported with the necetfity of the times to profcribe this licentious 
liberty, and blaft thefe new fyftems in thejr bud. But the king received this note 

with his accuftomed coldnefs, This was followed foon after by another memorial 

prefented.to the king, by the princes of the blood, excepting Monfieur and the duke 
d ? Orleans. They affirmed that the (late was in inftant danger, that a revolution was gra- 
dually undermining the vitals of the government,, and that inftitutions by which the mo- 
narchy had been upheld for ages, were now derided as unjuft ; that the publications and 
reprefentations from the provinces were alarming, evincing a contempt of the law; fuch 
was the excefs of popular innovation, that men void of ability or information, had been 
invefted with the fate of empires ; iniiamatory publications were read with avidity, and 
their poifon of fuch a nature that no power could fet bounds to opinion ? — already had the 
lights of the throne been difputed ; thofe of the two higher orders were next queftioned; 
it had even been propoted to fupprefs the feudal lordfhips, as a fyftem of oppreflion, snd 
a? remnant of barbarifm ; that there only remaine the uneqnal diftribution of proper ty 5 
which would foon be deemed an infringement requiring, reform. 

Thefe reprefentations appear at firit fight in a degree prophetical ; but on a clofer ex- 



amination will be found to be the refult of an intimate acquaintance with humann nature 
and of the particular circumflanc.es of France. The claim of a reprefentation for the 
commons, equal in number to that of the other two eltates united, was the firft refulc of 
of national opinion ; it was determined alio that the great principle of proportioning the 
reprefentation to the population and financial contribution of the different baiiliages, ihould 
bethe adopted. 
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• Its* members held correfpondence faith' all parts of France; poffeffed of- a rare union of 

talents and enthufiafm, it gave a tone to the national voice that refponded with impreffive 
harmony from all points of the nation. The agitations which prevailed among the three 

eftates of nobles, clergy and the commons, on the important queftion whether they fhbuld 

vote by feparate houfes, fo that an union of any two could fupprefs the refolutions of the 
other, or whether the tiers etat fhould, being equal in numbers, have an equal vote with the 
other t\yo orders united, were now carried to a great height* On the motion of Rabaut 
de St. Etienne (a proteftant clergyman) commiffioners were appointed to negotiate an ac- 
commodation, but, without the defired effect, the nobles continuing: obdurate. No 
mode of conciliation appearing practicable, confident with the dignity of the reprefent- 

atives, who being adhered to by fome of the nobility and clergy, the tiers etat, upon 

the fuggeftion of the abbe Sieyes, took the important refolution of affuming the fupreme 
legiflative authority, under the famous title of the National Affembly. 

From the period of this event, which took place on the fixteenth of June, 1789, may 
juftly be dated the commencement of the revolution — when privileged orders and feudal 
diftinftions — the ftupendous fabric of ecelefiaftical authority and the magnificence and 
power of the hoary monarchy of France, crumbled into ruin beneath the breath of a 
nation awakened into adtion by the weight of their grievances. 

The new affembly immediately took the neceffary oaths, and, as the- firft aft of author 
rity, they declared that the different taxes collected throughout the kingdom, as never 

having received the affent of the nation, were illegal and null ; but at the fame time, that 

the prefervation and fafety of the ftate demanded the continuation of^ them ; and 
they therefore decreed, that they fhould be levied as before, until the time that the 
national affembly fhould be prorogued but from the moment that event, from whatever 
eauTe it might proceed, fhould take place, then all imports and contributions, ^ which had 
not been nominally, formally, and freely granted by the affembly, fhould entirely ceafe ia 

every province of the country. 

At the fame time the affembly declared, that as foon as they had afcertained the prin- 
ciples of the conftitution, they would dired their attention to the public debt ; placing 
from this moment the creditors of the ftate under the fafeguard of the honour and faith of 
the French nation.: And, to alleviate the-fews of the people, a committee of fubfiftence 
was immediately eftablifhed, to enquire into the caufes of the dearth which at that mo- 
ment affii&ed the kingdom. 

It is fcaree poffible to defcribe the different fenfations and effects which this memorable 
• day produced.* The people, in the moment of triumph, abandoned themfelves to all the 
- intoxications of joy : " One hour," faid they, " has deftroyed the prejudices and flavery 
" of fourteen centuries ; the nation has once more refumed its rights, and reafon 
^ has again afferted her fway. The clergy and nobles, beneath whofe ufurpations we 
" have fo long groaned, have vanifhed from our fight ; the charm is broken, and the 
<f voice of the reprefentatives of the commons is become the voice of the nation." 

On the other fide, the nobility and clergy watched the courfe of the torrent with a 
mixture of terror and indignation ; they beheld the pretenfions of the commons fweep- 
itig before them thofe exclufive privileges which had long been attached to their or- 
ders, and which long cuflom had almoft converted into rights : " It is not," exclaimed 

« they, our pwa deftru&ioa that we lament j it is the fubverfion of the monarchy/* 
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: Nor could the fovereign himfelf be indifferent to the pr.ofpe£t before, him : He had 
liftened to the complaints of the people; he had reftored the commons to their deare'ft 
and moll ancient rights ; but he had mod probably given way to the flattering illufion^ 

that it would always be in his power to reftrain their zeal within certain bounds; if te- 
net impoflible that he had even conceived the hope, after ufing their influence to eftab- 
lifted the new taxes, and reftore regularity, to the finances, that he might be able to let; 
this popular affembly fink once more into difufe. But if he had indulged this pleafing. 
dream, he was foon awakened from it by . new pretenfions and declarations of the third 
eftate.. Borne away by the ftream, the clergy and nobles feemed to ftretch forth their 
hands and implore the protection of the crown ; his favourites affavied his ears with dark 

and gloomy reprelentations ; even his royal confort is fuppofed to have joined in pre- 
difting the dangerous influence the commons were likely to acquire: Theilexible defpo- 
fition of Lewis was . unequal to the weight of united felicitation ;■ he yielded, to the 
interefted importunities of thofe around him ; and determined once more to oppofe the 

royal authority to the enthufiafm of the people. > 

The moment was now. rapidly approaching, .when that .authority which the national 
affembly had acquired by its eloquence, was to be maintained by its courage and perfeve- 
ranee. On the twenty-fir ft of June the deputies, on prefenting themfeives at the. en- 
trance of the faloon, found the. door (hut, and all admiflion precluded by a numerous 
guard. The reafon afligned for this extraordinary ftep was the preparations for the king y 

who had declared his intention to be prefent on the twenty-third. Surprifed, but un- 
daunted, the members immediately adjourned to a neighbouring tennis-court where they; 

refolved, that in this alarming jun&ure the deputies of the nation ought to fwear, " that 
ci they confidered themfeives,' infeparable i and that they would continue to affemble in. 
" every place practicable." A general enthufiafm prevailed; all unanimoufly crowded to 
take the oath ; and their folemn aflbciation in defence of the common caufe was reduced 
into writing by the fecretary, and figned by every one prefent. 

• On the enfuing morning that affembly met in a church ; and its numbers were again 
augmented by a confiderable body of clergy, who prefented themfeives to verify their 
powers. This frefh acceflion of ftrength, with the landlicy of the place, * affected every, 
mind ; it was a moment of triumph to Mr. Bailly in particular, who having long diftin- 
guiflied himfelf as an academician, was in this important crifis nominated to prefide, iix 
the national affembly. 

On the twenty-third of June, the day that had been appointed by the king, the three 
orders affembled in the grand faloon of Varfailles. His majefty opened the affembly by. 
a fpeech, in which he complained of that diviiion which prevailed among them, fo fatal 

to the hopes of the people, and fo contrary to the views of the fovereign. This dif- 
courfe was followed by a declaration from the keeper of the feals : In the moft decifive 
language it infifted on the ancient diftindtion of the three orders as effential to theexiftence 
of the ftate ; it eftabliftied particular rules in future for their deliberations ; it abolifhed* 
and declared void, the celebrated declaration of the commons on the leventeenth of. the 
month, with all thofe that had followed, as illegal and unconftitutional ; and finifhed 
by declaring that the faloon, which hitherto had been open, fhouldbe clofed to the.pub* 
lie in general* 
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A fecond declaration followed the firft, in which the king announced all the favours 
which it was his intention to grant to his people ; and concluded with, " I may truly fay: 
that no king has ever done fo much for any nation whatfoever ; but what fubje&scan 
cc have merited fo much from their natural defpofition as my own 

* The fecond declaration confifted of thirty fix articles, all of the utmoft importance ; 
taxes, loans, the a&ual ftate of the finances, the funis allotted to different departments 
for the maintenance of the king's houfehold, the confoiidation of the public debt, and 
the abolition of the pecuniary privileges of the clergy and nobility; letters de cachet, 
liberty of the prefs, of commerce,, civil and crimnai code, perfonal liberty, equality of 
import, with the ertablifliment of provincial ftates, were points on which bis majefty ex- 
plained his wiflies and his will. In addreffing the aflembly he added, " If you abandon; 
cc me in this honourable enterprife, I alone will eftablilh the happiriefs of my people; 

it is feldom perhaps that the fole ambition of a fovereign is to prevail on his fubje&s to 
cc receive his favours/' * • • 

On retiring, the king had commanded, the three orders to feparate immediately, and. 
the next morning to affemble ' each in its refpe&ive chamber. The clergy, with the 
exception of a few, and the nobility, in obedience to the royal injunction,, quitted in-; 
ftantly the faloon ; but the commons (till remained, and debated with firmnefs on the 
meafures likely to avert the deftruction with which they were menaced from the intrigues 
of the court. ' 
- The aflembly purfued their difcuffions with extrordinary freedom and animation, and 
at length Lewis thought it necefiary once more to interpofe ; lithe* marquis de Breze, T grand- 
xnaiter of the ceremonies was injudicioufly chofen to be organ of his will ; he c entered 
the hall, and addrefled himfelf to the president thus, a You know, fir, the 1 intentions 
c - c of the >ing." The fignificant brevity of this communication", \and the haughty levity 
of the -meffenger, were calculated' rather to encreafe the heat arid' jealoufy; which already 
prevailed, than to obtain that effedt which was intended to be produced. Neverthelefs, the 
prefident anfwered in a manner refpe&ful and dignified, that the. aflembly was riot con- 
ftituted to 'receive orders from any per fon. Mirabeau then' rofe' from, his feat, and ad- 
drefled himfelf to M. de Breze, c < The commons of France have, determined to debate,; 
* c w r e have heard the intentions which have been fuggefted by the king ; but you,- who 
^ cannot be- his agent to' the ftates-general — you, who have neither feat nor voice here, 
cc have no right to remind us of his fpeech : go, and tell your mailer, that we are here 
c . c by the' power of the- people, and nothing (hall expel us but the bayonet. " Unanimous 
approbation feconded this fpirited fpeech, and the grand-matter retired confiifed from the 
hall. M. Camus in an animated harangue pointed out* the neceflity of decifive meafures 
for their fecuriry ; he enveighed feverely on the royal fefiion, which he contemptuoufly 
ftigmatized with the title of the bed ofju/iice; and concluded with propofing a decree decla- 
ratory of their adherence to their former decrees, which he aflerted no power could annul.. 
Meffrs. Barnave, Fethion, Gregoire,- and feveral others fupportedthe proppfition, which 
patted with the -unanimous concurrence of the aflembly. Soon after they broke up, having 
: firft agreed to a motion of Mirabeau, " That the perfon of every deputy fhould he con- 
«Ofidered inviolable." : * 
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It was fondly expe'&ed at Verfailles, that the inter poTidoh of thejfcihj* would' be attended 
with the;moft falutary confequences ; dnd it is not improbable,-- that hadctfreldng v s ■decla- 
ration been announced eatlier, and in & MtaMe ; form, the commons \voulcf liot have 
ventured to oppofe themfelves id the efFe&s of his indigftatioii; but they had already 
tried their own ftrength and plainly faw .the wavering instability of: the monarch : they 
: felt their own importance as the repreferttatives of tire nation at large, they knew the 
influence attached to that character in the pfefent awakened* ftate of public fentiment, 
and they were. determined to preferve it or tto perrfh in the attempt. . . 

Another drcnmftanee that, greatly diminilhed the effects -of the king's declaration was 
the abfence of monfieur Necker •/ that minifter was ft ill the idol of the multitude, and 
even many of th r e deputies regarded his experience and abilities' as ablb Lately requifite to 
reftore order to the finances. From his abfentihg himfelf at fo critical* a jundure, it 
was concluded that he by no means approved the ro\al declaration ; this fupjbcfnicn was * 
confirmed by his "offering at that moment to refign; the populace,", who confidered on 
his retreat the veflel of the. ftate as d'eferted, crowded found his houfe, and when afiured 
that he was {till to remain at the helm, teftified their joy by acclamations and .illu- 
minations . . , . A 

' Every circumftance, however trifling, ferved to agitate and inflame the minds of the 
people; ih court and capital about this time began to divide irito two parties ; rhofe wha 
adhered to the pretentions of the clergy arid nobility, were di inguilhed by the title 
as Atvftoirriis^ while, thofe -.who # declared themfelves on. the popolar .fide, were defcribed 
as Democrats. The angry countenances of the Parifians alfo foretold the ftorm'that was 
brooding V feveral prilbns were fortedV the debtors' and criminals were fet at* liberty; 
arid the French guards were loudly called upon by their. fellriw/dtifccfts "to >qiiit the ciufe 
.of defpotifm, and to range themfelves beneath the ftandard' of liberty. • ' 

The clouds gathered on eVery fide ; the weakness of the royal councils, the boldnefs 
fof the commons, and the enthufiafm of the people, all demanded the moft mature reflec- 
tion ; the court of Verfailleano longer infpired confidence or terrors and even could its 
fortitude have been relied on, to eftablifli its former afcendancy,- it was neceffary to wade 
through torrents of blood.. The. flames: of civil war muft have been kindled, .and the 
•fubjeft who had fought -the battles of defpotifm,* at beft, could but have found his reward 
iira fplendid flavery. * ' . 

The pretentions- of the commons, on the other hand, Teemed to have paft the bounds 
-of moderation ; but the road which they had chofen led to liberty : It was indeed thorny 
:and rugged ; it had been long left unexplored ; but the toil of* the. traveller was cheered 
iby hope ; and his labour was to be rewarded by the moft ineftimable of human bleflings* 

To that bleffing the nobility themfelves were nor entirely infenfible. From the ; firffc 
•jiiomerit. that the voice .of freedom had beeh heard, we have beheld the duke of 
Orleans attentive to her fummons : As firft prince of the blood, his .fituation allowed 

:of no increafe' of dignity ; 'hiskhmenfe revenue, perhaps, exceeded that of any other 
fubjeft in Europe; to' thefe advantages no' change of government could add ; but 
he was confeious they muft have been considerably diminilhed by that fyfteni which 
adopted as its bafts the equality of mankind. 

Yet one reward remained, the approbation of his fellow-citizens; to merit. this he 
had early fubje&ed himfelf to the royal difpleafurej in the beginning of the pfefent 

Vol. IV. C 
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reign we behold him, with his father, exiled from the court; his proteft* in eighty- 
eight had been' attended . with his banifhment to Villars Cotterel ; on his recall his. 
conduct had ftill been confident,, and he had fupported the demand of the third 
eftate to= an equality of voices; in. the ftates-general with the clergy and the nobility ; 

-he now, in concert with about fifty of the nobility, determined to join the national 
affembly ; and endeavoured to put an end to that fchifm which threatened to fhake 
the kingdom to its very foundation ; this occurred on the twenty-fifth, of June* 
The people were not indifferent to- this frelh inftance of his zeal for the public we!- 

•fere; and they "bellowed on their illuftrious. champion, the glorious title of prince of 

patriots.. 

The clergy and nobility who< yet remained feparate, had publifhed their refolution to* 
adhere to the royal declaration of the twenty-third ;. but whether- the influence of the 
minifter of the finances for a moment prevailed, or the king' yielded to his natural infta- 
bility and defire of peace, in a letter that his majefty addreffed to the two privileged 
orders, after alfuring them how fenfible he was .of their fidelity in accepting his declara* 
tioh,. he added, that in the prefent fituation of affairs, he could not difpenfe with recom- 
mending them to join thbfe, who had refufed to accede to the propofal he had made. 

This celebrated junfiaon was effefted' on the 27th of June; Several of the nobility 
and the. higher rank of the clergy, ftill combated againft the decifions of the afembly 
being determined by a majority of voices inftead of orders ; but their feeble attempts were 
overwhelmed- by the numbers of the commons \ and a.proteft was the only fruit of their 
-long and unfuccefsful oppofition. 

The re-union of the different orders had infpired the people with the mo ft lively hopes* 
of v tranquillity j. but thofe hopes were. foon blafted.; the influence of the queen: and the 
baron de Breteuil feemed again to predominate at Ver failles - t and the Sovereign had fcarce 
confented to the wifhes of his people, before he was perfuaded to repent of the eonceflions. 
he had granted. Large bodies of troops were directed to march towards Paris ; a con- 
:fiderable camp was formed near the gates of the capital; the avenues- to Verfailles were 
guarded by a formidable, artillery ; numerous fentinels were planted round the palace 
and the marefchai de Broglio, grown grey in the wars of Germany, was fummoned to 
command the forces affembled in the ifle of France. 

The hoftile preparation? neither eluded the vigPance of the national affembly, nor 
were beheld with indifference by the citizens of Paris. They formerly contented them- 
felves with addrefiing . his ma]efty to withdraw thofe troops which filled with apprehen- 
lions the minds of his faithful fubje&s j affuring him at the fame time;,, that he might 
rely*on the loyalty of the national affembly. But the latter, impatient of the controul 
with which they were menanced, had already proceeded to ads of violence, and had 

delivered by force fome foldiers of the French guards, who had been confined by their 

colonel for military offences. 

The indifcretion of the citizens of Paris was overlooked and pardoned by Lewis but 
.to the addrefs of the national affembly,. the ■ fovereign replied, th,at the diforder of the 
capital had rendered it neceffary to affemble an armed force in its neighbourhood ; but 
that the deliberations of the national affembly fliould ever be re- .rded as Tree and facred; 

.arid if the deputies entertained any apprehenfions, they were at liberty to adjourn to 

SoifloQS or Noyon* 
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July 4.3 The fortitude of the national affembly difdained an alternative, which ttiuft 
for ever have alienated from them the .minds of the capital : v The moment was arrived 
for the election of anew prefident, in the room, of monfieur Bailly ; a confierable ma- 
jority of voices were in favour of the duke /I' Orleans ; but that prince, at the fame 
time that he expreffed himfelf fenfible of the honour, with fentiments of moderation and 
diffidence, declined the offer ; and the archbifhop of Vienne-was elected in his place. 

The ftate of the colonies had claimed the attention of the affembly ; that of St* 
Domingo had obtained the right of naming fix deputies ; and the national affembly to 
accelerate the public bufinefs, determined in future to divide itfelf into a number of 
committees- 

The fcarcity with which France was affli&ed became the principal and mod important 
objetl of deliberation ; the capital bore with impatience the high price of corn, and the 
murmurs of the inhabitants were loud and general : It was at thi? moment when the 
greateft addrefs was neceffary to footh their difcontented minds, that the. court ventured, 
on a meafure as unpopular as it was impolitic. 

On the eleventh of July, monfieur Necker, who had fo long commanded th? confidence • 
of the multitude, received the royal orders to quit fuddenly the kingdom. . The firifc 
intelligence of his departure filled Paris with confirmation ; he -was confidered as a 
Sacrifice to the patriotic fentiments he had avowed ; the people regarded, his exile as the 
'firft ftep to the fubverfion of their freedom ; the exchange was (hut ; the public fpeftacles 
were fufpended ; and the crowds that affembled tumultuoufly in the ftreets, proclaimed 
•by their countenances their grief and indignation. Their fury at laftl>lazed out with 
•open violence ; the bells were founded on every fide as fignals for the citizens to arm: 
* The licentioufnefs of the rabble, who, during, the night, had pillaged feveral houfes, 
feemecf to authorife this meafure. The city, to facilitate the elettion of deputies, had , 
been divided into fixty diftri&s ; and the ele&ors, on the firfl alarm, repaired to their 
refpe&ive departments ; they were claffed into different regiments, they affumed a cock- 
ade of various colours, which was dignified with the' title of National ; while the court, 
whofe verfatility had provoked the infurre&ion, feemed loft in aftonifnment at its progrefs. 

The national affembly were no fooner informed of the diforders which raged through 
the capital, than they difpatched a numerous deputation to the. king, to reprefent their 
concern, and the dangers which threatened the ftate.. The favourites who had defpifed 
in the moment of tranquillity the rage of the populace, now trembled for their perfonal 
fafety ; the anfwer from the throne was conceived in terms the moft fatLsfadory ; the 
king affured the deputies that he . would withdraw the regular troops from the environ^ 
of the capital ; that he defired his intentions might be known to the Parifians ; and that, 
to maintain the public order, he permitted the citizens to form themfelves into military 

bodies, while he himfelf would feieft the proper officers to command them. 

But before Paris could be affured of the favourable intentions of the fovereign, her 
ftreets had already been ftained with civil blood ; the regiment of Royal- Allemand, 
commanded by the prince de Lambefc, had. been ftationed in the gardens of the Thuil* 
leries ; but the colonel, apprehenfive that the increafing numbers of the people might 
preclude his retreat, gave orders to his foldiers to fore their way through the crowd 5 

in this attempt, the prince is reported to have wounded himfelf an unarmed, citizen, ^his 
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-unfortunate accident "awakened again the Fury- of the people ; the fegiftienf of Royal- 
Allemand was attacked by every weapon that inftant rage could fupply. The French 
guards ranged themfelves on the fide of the populace ; and it was not without fonie lofs 
that the prince de Lembefc fecured the retreat of his reigment. 

- The croud, elated by fuccefs, precipitated themfelves on the hotel of invalids ; they 
there poffefied themfelves of thirty thoufand fufils ; while the guards, that might have 
defended this important charge, waited in vain the orders of monfieur de Bezenval, the 

general of the Svvifs troops, and were tame fpe&ators of the intuit. Each attempt con- 

"firmed the populace ; armed with the trophies of. their new vittory, they now prefled for- 
ward to the Baftile, and with loud cries devoted to deftruction that celebrated fortrefs 
of defootifm. 

A 

The mafTy walls of the Baftile, with the wide and deep ditch that furrounded them, 
might have defied the frantic valour of the infurgents, had they been confided to any- 
other perfon than the marquis de Launay. But the conduct of that officer was equally 
fatal tohis life and reputation ; he rejected the demand of the people to remove the artillery 
from the ramparts, yet he neglc&ed to raife the draw-bridge, and: fuffered a crowd 
to place themfelves upon it : On thefe unhappy people, who peacably awaited the effect 
•of a parley which he held, he fuddenly fired — feveral were the viclims of. this guilty 
ralhnefs — but the populace inftead of being intimidated, were only irritated by the 
fate of their companions — they preffed forwards in thoufands to avenge them — in .vain 
did the wretched governor propofe terms of capitulation — their fury was deaf to every 
entreaty, and fuperior to every obftacle : Refiftance was in vain — each avenue was for- 
ced — monfieur de Launay, a prifmer, loaded with infults, was dragged- to the place 
of public execution — and his head fevered from his body, was carried in triumph 
through the ftreets. • 

' Monfieur de Lofme Salbrai, the major of the Baftile, whofe blamelefs life had been 
palTed in alleviating the fufferings of his prifoners, with feveral other officers of inferior 
note, were the victims to the mifconducl: of the governor, and the undifcerning rage of 
the people : once having tailed- of blood, the multitude became infatiate ; and the guilty 
day was marked by the defirucHon of- monfieur Desfleftelles,. prevot de Marcliands- : The 
refufal of that officer to deliver the arms entrufted to him to the infurgents, and "a 
rumour that he had excited the unfortunate Launay to refiftance, proved fatal to his 
life; and he was torn to pieces by the barbarous madnefs of the fanguinary. populace. 

If the ftate of the capital was deplorable, that of the army was fcarce lefs- critical-, the 
example of the French guards had pervaded the camp; thefoldiers openly declared their 
refolution not to arm againft their fellow citizens ; the defection became general, and the 
marefchal de Broglio was reluctantly compelled to inform the king, that his majefty muft 
no longer place any dependence on the army that he had been appointed to command. . 

The deputies, who had b<.-en difpatched from the national aflembly to reftore order to 
the capital, had been witneffes of the late fanguinary .fcenes of commotion; they now 
returned to inform that affembly, that .the voice of the nation at large demanded the 

recalof monfieur Necker, as a pledge of the fmcerity of the court ; and a fecond depu-; 

tation was appointed to reprefent to his majefty, the dangers with which' every moment 
was. pregnant. 
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The flattering profpeft which the courtiers had placed before the eyes of the king,; 
'was now vanifhed from his fight : - The dream,, that the royal . authority, would have: 
ijifpired inftant and implicit fubmiffion, was no more.; a people without government, 
an -army without obedience, the provinces difcontented, and the capital in revolt," 
formed a piclure hediouflv alarming. Nothing .remained but to footh the minds of the* 
people by compliance; the camp, 'which had ipread the fatal alarm throughout Paris, 
was inftant ly broken up'; the different reigments were difmified to the diftant quarters, 
they had before occupied.; the new miniiters, who had fcarce yet entered upon their 
employments, were removed ; and numerous couriers were difpatched after monfieur 
decker, to folicit his return. The letter from his majefty to thfit ftatefman, expreffed. 
his regret at yielding to the niifreprefentations of his enemies ; it invited him once more 
to (hare his confidence, from which he never again (hould be excluded ; and expreffed 
his' hope that he would comply with the wifhes of his fovereign and fellow- citizens. 

The royal letter to monfieur Necker was accompanied by the following from the 
national aflembly : tc The national aflembly has already, Sir, declared by a folemn aft, 
that you carried with you their efteem and regret ; this honourable teftimony has been, 
fent to you on their part, and you mud have received it. This morning they had : 
come to a refolution -to addrefs the king, requefling your return'; this was the refult 
of their own wifhes, united to thofe of the capital, which loudly demands you. 

The king has deigned to anticipate our defire, and has announced to us your recal ; 
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gratitude immediately impelled us to wait on his majefty, who has given afrefh token 
of his confidence, by charging us to fend you this letter. 

" The national alfembly, Sir, prefs you to yield to the defires of his majefty ; your 
Virtues <and your talents cannot receive a more glorious or a more flattering incite- 
ment. This will juflify our confidence— you will not prefer .your own repofe to that of 
the public — you will not decline to aid the beneficent intentions of his majefty in. 
.favour of his people. Every moment is precious— the nation, its king, its reprefen- 
"* fi Natives await you " ' 
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While the royal couriers, with thefe flattering marks of approbation, were purfuing. 
the flying fteps of monfieur Necker, the fovereign himfelf was employed in endeavouring, 
to eftablifh harmony again in the capital. For this' purpofe his prefence at Paris was > 
deemed necetfary, and he entered the ciry amidft the acclamations of its inhabitants ; he 
was met by monfieur Bailly, who, during the late diforders, had been chofen mayor of • 
Paris, and whofe eledion the king had been/pleafed to confirm ; that officer prefented 
to his majefty the keys of the capital, addreffing him at the fame time in the following 
memorable words : " Thefe, Sire, are the fame keys which were prefented to Henry 
* ( the Fourth ; he came to conquer his people ; this day it is the people who re-conquer.'. 
^ '..their king." ; • ' ■ ... - - . 

; Whatever might be the fecret mortification of the fovereign at this Angular harangue/ 
his whole conduct was fuch as could not but challenge the appiaufe of the moft zealous. 

champions of patriotifm. The marquis de la Fayette, whofe emhufiaftic ardour had 

impelled him to crofs the Atlantic, and to fight beneath the banners of. America, was. 
now feletted by his countrymen to command the militia they had newly formed; and the 

choice of the Parifians was fan&ioned by the approbation of his majefty $ who prefented 

Vol, IV, D 
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anew inftance of Compliance with' the wifties of the multitude, by {hewing himfeif at 
the windows of the Hotel de Ville with the national-cockade. 

. After thefe repeated conceffions, the king was permitted to return once more ta 

Verfaiiles, but the calm that his prefence had diffufed throughout the capital was de- 
ceitful and of Ihort duration ; the minds of the people flill remained agitated ; diftruft 
and cruelty flill chara&erifed the multitude ; and the flighted fufpicions were fufficient 
in their eyes to fanttion the moft barbarous executions. Each day beheld fome new 
facririce to their fanguinary caprice ; but the fuperior fituations of meffieurs Foulon and 
Berthier, have diftinguifhed their fate from more innocent though lefs confpicuous* 
Victims of popular fury. 

: The unfortnnate monfiettr de Foulon, on the difmiffal of Necker, had been named 
to a poft in the new adminiftration ; though in conjunction with his colleagues he had 
retired from office on the recall of that ftatefman, yet his retreat ferved not to extin- 
guifh the hatred of the Parifians ; his difpofition, naturally fevere and uncomplying, 
probably encreafed the general diflike; arid an expreffron that public rumour had once 
attributed to him, cv that hay was food good enough for common people" inflamed the mur- 
murs "of difcontent into open menaces of deftru&ion. Senfible of the ftorm that 
threatened him, he had retired into the country, and hoped in difguife and privacy 
to await the return of general tranquillity. But it was the misfortune of this gentleman 
to be equally obno^ions to his tenants and the Parifians ; by the former his place of 
retreat was difcovered to the latter ; he was dragged in bloody triumph to the capital ; 
judges were appointed to try him ; but the impatience of the multitude could ill brook 

the flow forms of juflice ; he was forced from the guards; the cord of a lan thorn 

fupplied the inftrument of execution; his body was dragged through the kennels; and 

his head, with the mouth filled with hay, was carried in cruel exultatiorithrough the 

ftreets of the capital: 

* Monfieur de Berthier, the fon-iri-law of Foulon, though more amiable in his cha- 
racter, was fcarce lefs culpable in the eyes of the people. A rumour prevailed that he 
had furnifhed the' troops - lately encamped in the environs of Paris with a confiderable 
quantity of ammunition ; he was alfo accufed with not only having monopolized great- 
quantities of corn, but alfo with having deftroyed the growing harveft to enhance the price 

of the grain in his poffeffion. Though his fate was longer deferred, he had reafon to regret 
the more fpeedy death of his father-in-law. The head of the unfortunate Foulon was thruffc 
into his carriage, and he was compelled by the enraged populace to falute it. This painfull 
compliance ferved only to procraftiriate the hour of his deftru&ion ; the populace were 
deaf to every felicitation, and the laft moments of his life were embittered by reproach, 
inftilt, and torture. 

The fate of meffieurs Foulon and Berthier, was an awful warning to thofe who by. their 

Inefficacious difdain for the ignoble multitude, and the arrogance and cupidity of fuccefsful 

avarice, were alike liable to the tffefts of an unbridled vengeance; to the leading characters- 
of the popular party it presented a leffbn no lefs ftriking ; and meffieurs Bailly and de la- 
Fayette were taught, that it is more eafy to attain the dignity thai! to exercife the authority 
of- office : "the former diftinguifhed by his extraordinary talents as an aftronomer, from a 

peaceful ' academician* was transferred to* a high political fituation, and inverted with the 
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new ' title of mayor of Paris ; and the ambition of the latter, which had "early precipitated 
him amid It the ftorms of civil commotion, had been gratified with the title of com- 
mander of the militia. Both had ftrenuoufly exerted themfelves in favour of the late 

unhappy victims ; but the crowd were equally deaf to their intreaties and remonflrances ; 
and they were now taught, though* too late, how much more eafy it is to excite than to - 
appeafe the paflions of the multitude. 

The flight of more iiluftrious perfonages probably only preferved them from the fury 
of the people. The count d'Artois and the prince of Conde were avowedly attached to • 
the ancient government ; the former, it was fuppofed influenced the difmiflal of Necker, 
and had advifed his royal brother to the moft rigorous meafures in fupport of his authority y 

the marefchal duke de Broglio had bravedthe refentment of theParifians by accepting the 
command of the army which had been lately encamped at their gates, and rumour had 
attributed to him the projection of meafures of coercion extenfive and fanguinary, rumours 
which fubfequent events corroborated ; the family of Polignac, in partaking the favours 
of the queen, more than partook of the odium which at this period purfued thatprincefs : 
but thefe had all found their fafety in a precipitate flight, and had quitted a kingdom where 
their fentiments had rendered them eminently obnoxious, and where the regard of their,- 
fovereign could no longer afford them proteftion. 

The fituation of that fovereign was dreary and forlorn ; a gloomy filence reigned' 
through his palace of Verfailles — his courtiers and familiars had been torn from his fide— - 
his brother terrified into exile — his capital polluted with the blood of his fubjefts — rthat 
loyalty and obedience, fo long the chara&eriftic of his people, extinguifhed — that fidelity 

to the royal perfon and veneration for the regal authority, which fignalifed his troops, were * 
nb more ; and fome painful fenfations muft have accompanied a letter which he addrefled 

to the marquis de la Fayette,, and by which even the French guards were permitted to, 

enter into the national militia, and at the fame time to receive their former pay. 

• The influence of the national affembly had rifen in proportion to the diminution of the 1 
royal authority \ yet that body could not behold the late frantic and fanguinary exceffes 
of the capital without fecret anguifh and horror.. A populace maddened into all the 
extravagance of revenge, infatiate of blood, and enamoured of cruelty — deaf to entreaty, . * 
and impatient of authority; the fcourge of defpotifm wrefted from the hand that had; 

held it, but that of anarchy impending over their heads. 

Yet amidft every danger their conftancy never forfook them ; the archbifnop of Vienne * 
had conducted himfelf through his ftormy.prefidency with firmnefs and ability, and in his . 
place the duke of Liancourt, who had been early diftinguiftied by. his zeal, was called, 
to the temporary dignity. . To appeafe the capital, corn was brought from the moft 
diftant parts of the kingdom, and agents were difpatched to every court in Europe- to . 
folicit lupplies« The minds of the citizens were affuaged by the hopes of returning 
plenty, and the affections of the foldiers were confirmed by a decree which abolifhed. 

corporal punilhment ; part -of a fyftem of difcipline which had been received in the armies • 
of France with univerfai deteftation, and which while it marked the unfeeling'cruelty of the . 
government that adopted it, ferved to undermine the military fpirit and defeat the purpofes 
of its inftitution — by degrading the foldier from his manlinefs of mind , finking him 

belbw the. level of-. 'ar. Have into the conditioa of . a.,brute, ; and at once blotting put fromhis.v 
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heart every confidence in religious precept, every bias to moral and foclal affeftions ; a 

mode of punifhment, in a word, that fubverted perfonal valour and difgraced the nation. 

The tempeft which commenced in the capital agitated the moft diftant provinces, the 
example of Paris and Verfaiiles prevailed throughout ; the national-cockade was univer- 
fally difplayed ; and from the frontiers of the M^diterranean-fea to the Alps, from the 
Pyrennees to the ocean, the defection was general. 

Two millions of peafants in arms feverely avenged the injuries they had formerly en- 
dured, and thofe of their progenitors ; with favage joy they direfted the flanivs of deftriictioa 
againft the feats of their religion and nobility. The rich edifices of the church, the' 
lofty catties of the nobles were confounded in one general ruin ; the archives of the 
great, the titles of ancient pofleflions, were in a moment deftroyed ; thofe owners deemed 
themfelves happy who could efcape by a precipitate flight ; while thofe who were more . 
tardy or lefs fortunate, frequently were expofed to the moft barbarous and lingering . 
deaths. Some imperfect eftimation may be formed of the general devaftation, fmce - 

in the province of Burgundy alone, thirty-two feats of the nobility were levelled to 
the ground ; while in Brittany, and Normandy, the ravages of the infurgents were the 

more confiderable- - 

The departure of Necker had blown .the embers of difcontent into rpen flame, but : 
his return it was ftill hoped would extinguifh the conflagration. That gentleman had 
directed his hafty fteps from Bruxelles toward his native country of Geneva ; at Bafle he', 
was informed of the arrival of the Duchels of Polignac, who was flying the bloody 
refentmeut of the infurgents ; from her he firft learnt the events which had immediately 
taken place on his departure ; the infurreftion of the capital, the defection of the troops, . 
and the prefent intentions of the fovereign; under thefe circumftances he determined to . 
temain at Bafle, and await the orders of the king. 

. Thefe foon arrived, accompanied by the letter of the national aflembly : To the firft 
he replied with every expreflion of gratitude, and every afiurance of attachment *; to the 
lad he anfwered, by declaring, that though it had long been his wifli, at this late period . 
of his life, no further to have interefted himfelf in the fate of France, than by fervent 
prayers for her profperity, yet on receiving the letter of the. national aflembly, he 
thought it his duty to prefent to them his refpr&ful acknowledgements in perfon ; and 
to prove to the king and the nation, that nothing could relax that zeal which had ever 
been the leading principle of his life. 

In conformity with thefe declarations he quitted Bafle, and prefled forwards to Ver- - 
failles ; on his route at Villenau, he found the Baron de Bezenval, late general of the . 
Swifs troops, and who was travelling towards Swiflerlatid with a roy .1 paflport, arretted 
by the militia of the town. On this occafion monfieur Necker endeavoured to avail 
himfelf of his own popularity, and the temporary enthufiafm of the people, by attempt- \ 
ing to procure the releafe of that gentleman , but it v. as in vain that he urged his . 
own refponfibility for the liberty of the baron, and acknowledged the obligation that 
would be conferred ; the militia were deaf to his folicitations, and notwithftanding his 
remonftrances, determined to retain their captive. 

Whatever mortification monfieur Necker might have endured by the refufal of the 

HiLlitia of Villenau, was immediately effaced by his reception at the capital. His entry 

\ 
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there was regarded as a public triumph ; an iramenfe^aricourfeof people preffed to meet 
Him, a numerous guard conducted him with military honours through the city ; the 
#ir. xefounded with acclamations of " Long live the Nation ! Long live Necker 1" Every 
Ijoufe was illuminated hut it could not efcapethe obfervation of the fpe&ator, that the 
•flreet of Vivienne, the chief refidence of bankers and fpeculators, who had enriched 
themfelves by the loans of the minifter, was the nioft fplendid in diftinguilhing its 

Though the.hximanity, of monfieur Necker had not availed ia extricating the Baron de 
Bezenvalat Vilienau, he could not but flatter himfelf, that his folicitations would have 
been attended with better fuccefs in the capital. He had been followed by the plaudits 
of the citizens ; he harl been loaded with the panegyrics of the national aflembly— - 
and. when he prefented himfelf at the hail of the electors, he feized the favourable mo- 
ment, and. urged the propriety of a general amnefty. 

This requeft was feconded by the eloquence of the Count de Clermont Tonnerre; 
and a decree was immediately drawn up and figned by the electors, importing, that at 

the intei'cefllon of monfieur Necker, and to render memorable the day that had reftored 
that minifter to France, the aflembly, in the name of the citizens of the capital, pardon- 
ed all. its enemies profcribed* all atts of violence in pppofition to the prefent decree, and 
confidered. thofe only as enemies of the nation, who Jhould hereafter interrupt by any 
excelTes the public tranquillity. 

The fatisfa&ion of Nocker at this decifion was but of fhort duration ; and to explain 
the revocation of a decree fo confiftent with true policy, and fo honourable to .humanity, 

it is neceflfary to recur once more to circumftances which we could not with fo much 
propriety' touch upon, in. tracing, the firft fteps to the revolution. 

To facilitate the nomination of deputies, on firft convening the fta-tes-general, Paris 
'had been divided into fixty diftri&s : thefe diftri&s had appointed a certain number of 
.ele&ors, as they were termed, whofe voices were finally to decide the choice of the 
•deputies. But the ele.&ors, though, certainly compofing no legal body, confined. not 
•their cares to that fingle obje&r — they demanded , an apartment of the Hotel de Ville to 

aflemble in— and the efientiai fervices they had rendered in contributing towards fupply- 
ing Paris with provifions, for fqme time endeared them to the citizens. 

. But the firft. moments of tranfport were fcarce over, when the inhabitants, began to 
regard the eleftors with fufpicion and diftruft : a rumour that this aflembly propofed 

to render itfelf perpetual, increafed the public jealoufy and diflike ; and in lieu of this 

illegal, mafs, it was determined- that. each, diftrift (hould appoint two deputies, who 

ihould occupy themfelves in' tracing a. plan for the municipality, and in providing the 

fubfiftence of. the capital. 

It was thefe hundred and" twenty deputies, who had again proclaimed monfieur Bailly, 
inaypr, and the marquis, de ,1a Fayette, commander-general of the militia of. Paris ; thefe 
two civil and military chiefs had hitherto held their fituation rather t?y the acclamations 
than the fulfrages of their/fellowrcitizens : They. now. addrefied a circular letter to ali 
the diftricts, in. which they . invited them, to approve their nomination and having re- 
ceived a folemn confirmation of the choice of the deputies, they took the neceflfary 
oaths* 

" Vol. IV. E 
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But the appointment of the deputies, though it controuled, did no? diflofve the gene- 
ral affembly of the electors ; , the former had prefented themfelves before the latter, and 
after thanking them for their zeal, and inviting them to concur in mutual efforts for the 
public benefit, they had even confirmed the feveral committees for the fubfiftence 
of the city, and the regulation of the police, contenting themfelves with adding four of 
the new deputies to each committee. 

It muft yet be allowed that on this occafion, the general affembly. of. the ele&ors 
conduced themfelves with great moderation ; they declared they were ready to defiffc 
from the exercife of all authority, as foon as a majority of the diftri&s fhould command, 
and as the new deputies could take charge of the public affairs ; and they added, that 
if they did not immediately fufpend their meetings, it was that the deputies themfelves 
had entreated them to continue their labours, fo neceffary to the general good. 

Yet this declaration was far. from recovering the public opinion, and their fteps were 
ftill attended by jealoufy : It was at the moment when affairs were thus delicately fituated 
that monfieur Necker arrived at Paris ; and in foliciting the pardon of the baron de 
Bezenval, and a general amnefty, unfortunately addreffed himfelf to the general affembly 
of the eleftors. 

We have already related the compliance of that affembly with his wiflies ; but no 
fooner was their concurrence made known than the diftri&s took fire at their preemp- 
tion, cc What," exclaimed the people, " at the moment that the national affembly 

prepares to appoint a committee, to enquire out thofe whofe treafonable practices have, 
been levelled at the nation ; at the moment that it has promifed to eftablifh a tribunal to 

punifh thofe iraitors to the people, does an affembly without power, without title, with- 
put character, dare to pronounce an amnefty, a general pardon I The eleftors par J on ! 
•Then alfo they have a right to punifh ; but who has inftituted them judges of the ene- 
mies of the ftate ? Who has given them the power to annul the decree of the national 

affembly?" ^ . 

Even the reputation of monfieur Necker did not entirely efcape that odium which at- 
tended the late decree of the electors : K was infinuated, that he had Sacrificed the public 
caufe to his own private interefts ; and in fcreening the baron de Bezenval from impend- 
ing punifhment, it was afferted that he had purchafed the fupport of a powerful party r 
* c We fhall foon," faid they, " behold the confpirators againff the flute triumphant 
* c again at the court ; braving the indignation of an injured" nation, and exercifing their 

f< vengeance on the champions of freedom." 

Such were the rumours circulated with induftry, and received with facility ; and while 

the capital blazed with illuminations for the return of its favourite minifter, his firft, 
and perhaps his molt falutary . counfel, was accompanied by every mark of public dis- 
approbation. 

The deputies of the diftri&s had joined in condemning the arret of the electors in the 
nioft pointed terms ; they commanded the .baron de Bezenval ftill to be detained a prifon- 
er ; ; or if already releafed, they authorifed the different municipalities to exert the utmoffc 
diligence in again fecuring him, and keeping him in confinement, till they fhould receive 

further inftruftions. * 

The fortitude of the eleftors was not proof againft the clamours that purfued them* 

By a fecond decree they endeavoured to explain, away the firft j and afferted that their 



1789] NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 21 

- m ft 

indulgence' extended no further than to fecure the accufer from inftant and irregular 
execution ; but was by no means to be conftrued into an intention of fcreening the guilty 
from that punifhment which legal and deliberate juftice might think proper to inflift on 
their crimes. After having thus attempted, by this fpecious retra&ion, to efface the 
.imprefTion occafioned by their hafty but humane arret, they renounced all -functions with 
which, during the public exigency, they had been charged 5 and refigned their powers 
into the hands of the deputies of the diftri&s. 

In confequence of this explanation, monfieur de Bezenval, whofe opportune abfence * 
had prefented to pillage without refiftance the Hotel of Iavalids, and had furnifhed the 
fury of the people with thofe arms which they afterwards turned fo fuccefsfuliy againffc 
the Baflile, was conveyed a prifoner to Brie- Comte- Robert — and was expofed from 
popular caprice to a trial, which his negligence or defertion might with more propriety 
perhaps have fub jetted him to,, from the refentment of his fovereign. 

Monfieur Necker could not entirely conceal his chagrin at the mortifying difappoint-- 
ment he had encountered; cc My happinefs has been of fhort duration/ 3 was hiscon- 
cife but pathetic expreffion, in a letter addrefled to the late electors. That hope iii. 
which he had fo lately drefied himfelf, was now vanifhed ; and he perceived too late,, 

that though his name might be fuccefsfuliy ufed to the deftruttion of his fellow-citizens, : 
his influence was of fmall extent when exerted to fave his friends, 

•His retreat had excited a general infurre&ion, but his return was far from infpiririg ; 
an univerfal calm. That fcarcity, which had refulted from the fleriluy of the laft 
autumn, was Hill feverely felt ; and if not immediately the fource, . furnifhed a frequent 
pretext for popular infurrettion. At St- Denys, the inhabitants furrounded the houfe * 
of the Sieur Chatel, lieutenant to the mayor, and with loud menaces, compelled him , 
to lower the price of bread to a penny in the pound. Even this concefiion did not • 
fatisfy the multitude ; their fecret murmurs broke out . into, open rage ; headed by three 
foldiers of the reigment of Proven9e they forced the houfe of the unhappy objeft of 
their fury ; for a moment, monfieur Chatel deferred his fate by efcapirig to a neighb- 
ouring fteepie ; but the place of his retreat was unfortunately difcovered ; he was 
dragged forth, and facrificed to the popular madnefs. with circumftances too barbarous to 
be related. 

The city of Caen, in Normandy, was deftined to partake the fatal effects of civil, com- 
motion, and to behold her ftreets polluted with blood : Her citizens, on the firft turbu- 
lent movements of Paris, had followed the example of the capital ; they had affumed the 
national-cockade, they had feized the citadel, pofleffed themfelves of the arms, forced 

the ftate-prifons, and releafed thofe criminals whom the government had confined for 
carrying on contraband trade. The municipality yielded to a ftorm which they were 
unable to oppofe with fuccefs ; to footh-the minds of the inhabitants, the price. of bread 
. was diminished, a militia was eftablifhed, r and order feemed once more reftdred. 

But a new incident ferved to revive that difcontent, which was rather concealed than 
extinguilhed. Some foldiers of the regiment of Artois, then in garrifon at Rennes, -hap- 
pened to appear in the ftreets of Caen, adorned with medals, the recompence of fervices 
w hich they had rendered the patriotic party ; between thefe foldiers and fome dragoons of 
the regiment of Bourbon, a quarrel arofe, in which the former were opprefied by the num- 
bers of the latter, and their medals were wrefted from thenit The vanquifhed filled the city 



n, of having excited his foldiers by the promife of pecuniary recompence to this 
. The citizens fided with the foldiers of Artois ; the bells founded the alarm, 
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elzunce, maior of the regiment o; 

Bourbon 
outrage 

the peafants haftened from the neighbouring villages, and the quarters of the regiment 
of Bourbon were inverted by above twenty-thoufand men, provided with cannon. 

The municipality of the city, equally defxrous with the officers of the regiment of 
_ Bourbon to prevent the effufion of blood, entered into a parley ; the marquis de Bel- 
zunce protefted his innocence, and offered to appear before the Hotel de Ville, and give 
convincing proofs of his aflertions : His regiment demanded hoftages for his fecurity, thefe 
were delivered, and the major, confcious of his integrity, furrendercd himfelf with an 
undaunted countenance : He was furrounded. by the militia, and conduced to the citadel 
as the place of the greateft fafety. Soon after the marquis of Harcourt, who was gover- 
nor of the province of Normandy, fent orders to the regiment of Bourbon to quit Caen, 
in hopes that its departure would quiet the minds of the inhabitants : Tranquillity indeed 
Teemed already eftablifhed ; and fuch was the confidence of the regiment of Bourbon in 
the citizens, that they voluntarily reftored the hoftages they had received. But they had 
fcarce marched out of the city, when they had reafon to repent their mifplaced generofity ; 
the crowd once more rofe in arms, pierced the feeble national guard, burft open the 
gates of the citadel, dragged the helplefs marquis de'Belzunce from his alylum, and 
after putting an end to his life, fubje&ed his carcafe to a thoufand unworthy infults. 

Stralburg was the theatre of fcenes more fanguinary : That city, in uniting herfelf to 
France, had preferved he ancient cuftoms and form of government, which in a meafure 
refembled thofe of the other imperial cities of Germany. But that conftitution, which 
in the beginning had been a pure democracy, had, through the unfufpefting indolence, of 
the people generally, and the activity and diffimiilation of the ambitious, been infenfibly 
converted' into an ariftbcracy ; the citizens at length faw how bafely they had been betrayed 
by thofe in whom they had placed the greateft confidence, but too late— reft rained by a 
numerous garrifon of mercenaries, they could only vent their complaints in ineffectual 

murmurs. 



Sion of reprefentatives to the ftates-general revived the hopes of the citizens 

in general, and dfepreffed thofe of the magiftrates of Strafburg, who trembled for the 

power they had ufurped. But the meafures of the ftates-general were at firft tardy and 

indecifive'; and we have already noticed the embarraflments that occupied their early 

moments \ yet the inftant that the ftates had affumed the title of the national affembly, 
the acclamations of the citizens of Strafburg were mingled with the moil menacing 
appearances; and themagiftrates, to allay the immediate difcontent^ held forth jproriiifes 
as fervile and flattering astheir former conduct had been infolent and rigorous. 

But, no fooner did the latter fondly imagine the hour of danger paft, than thefe prom! fes 
were as bafely evaded or retracted. ' The inhabitants enraged at their breach of faith, 
flew to arms ; they furrounded the city-hall in thoufaiids 5 the rabble, impatient for pillage 
feized the favourable inftant ; they poured from their dark retreat, intermixed with the 
citizens, and urged that attack, from ^hjch the intreaties of the commander of the 

garrifon would probably have difluaded the more refpectable clafs. Ladders were inftantly 

nfocured; fix or feveii hundred men mounted with' thai alacrity which enthufiafm and 
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revenge infpire ; the doors and windows were forced by the aflailants, and the crowd 
difperfed theriifelves through the apartments. 

The trembling magiftrates efcaped indeed . their fury, by fecret avenues which were 
unknown to the infurgents ; but the chefts of the city treafure were broke open : The 
fund for the fupport of the orphans was feized and divided ; the furniture was defiroyed ; 
and the thoughtlefs croud, exploring the cellars which were filled with the choicefl: wines, 
gave a loofe to intoxication, and were in feveral inftances the victims of their own excefs. 

The diforder now became general ; the feditious multitude threatened to fet fire to the 
city in feveral places ; and the officers of the garrifon who had condufted themfelves 
throughout with the greateft forbearance and moderation, now ordered the troops under 
arms. Strong detachments were appointed to the arfenals, the magazines, the treafury, 
and the piifons ; fentinels were placed before the doors of the maghirates for their pro- 
teftion : But the fame difpofition prevailed, to prevent the effufion of blood ; and the 
injunctions of the officers to their foldiers, were, to form a barrier with their ranks 
before their feveral ports, and to make ufe of their arms only in their perfonal defence. 

The infurgents were lefs awed by the appearance of the military, than they were en- 
couraged by their inactivity ; feveral houfes were facked, and others were threatened 
with the flames. It was at length determined to employ force, as the only means of 
preferving the city from general deftru&ion ; the diforderly multitude were forced to 
yield to the charge of the regulars > feveral were dangeroufly wounded, and a great 
number were fecured : Of the latter, one who had been moll aftive was inflantly executed 
and two more were condemned to the gallies. 

The municipality, grateful for the fervices which the troops had rendered, had ordered 
'them a pecuniary gratification ; this had been expended at the tavern ; but no fooner 
were the foldiers heated with wine than they plunged into excefles flill more fatal than 
thofe which they had retrained : They feized their arms, and contemning the voice of 
their officers, difperfed themfelves through the trembling city ; pillaged the houfes, 

forced open the i'tate-prifons, and compelled the regiments of Alface and Darmftadt, who 
had hitherto preferved their discipline, to partake in their guilty orgies. 

Satiate of plunder, and oppreffed by intoxication, they at length fuffered themfelves to 
be conduced by their officers to their quarters : Shame the next morning extorted fome 

marks of compunftion, and a promife of future fubmiffion ; and the prudent precautions; 

of M. de Rochambeau, governor of the province, contributed to reftore the long loft 

tranquillity of Strafburg. 

At the other extremities of the kingdom, the greateft diflentions prevailed between 
the garrifon and the citizens of Breft. Two thoufand of the inhabitants of Nantes, 
completely armed, had marched to fupport the caufe of the latter ; and the moft fatal 
confequences were only averted by the interpofition and conceflions of the municipality 
The citizens, however, perfifted in prefenting a detail of their grievances to the national 
afTembly, and in demanding the count d'Eftaign as a governor ; whole nomination, it 
was expected, would extinguifii the jealoufy and reltore the harmony of the province of 

Brittany. 

At Mans, monfieur de MontefTon periflied by a mufquet-fhot, after beholding his 
father ^in-law torn to pieces by the populace ; in Languedoc, M. de Barras was murdered 
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in fight of his wife, - then pregnant and ready to lie-in : In ftiort, from one frontier to the 
other, the enraged peafantry were armed againft their former lords ; and the Seine and 
the Loire, the Soane and the Rhone, bluflied with the nobleft blood of France. 

The national aflembly could hot but be deeply imprefled with the diforders and barba- 
rities which affli&ed and difgraced the kingdom ; but it was pointedly obferved, that thefe 
unhappy tranfa&ions were to be confidered as the temporary effect of a great revolution j 
that thefe cruelties, which made humanity fhudder, were not to be attributed to a favage 

difpofition in the people, but to the united inflence of indignation and refentment againft 
the arbitrary government which had fo long trampled under foot the moft facred rights of 
mankind — which had bound the majority of the nation in the fetters of ignorance and 
poverty—which ftified or circumfcribed the fofter paflions — and taught by its practice 
that revenge and fanguinary punifbment were concommitant with defpotic power : It was 
added, that notwithftanding the violence which had raged, there appeared no reafon to 
be alarmed for the public fafety from the proceedings of the people ; that their turbulence 
would fubfide if the national aflembly would teftify by its unanimity a fmcere difpofitiora 
to promote the true interefts of the nation, by fecuring its liberty and happinefs againfi 
any future innovations of the conftituted authority. 

But that aflembly, to whom fuch falutary admonitions were held forth,, and from 
whofe counfels and decifions fo much wasexpe&ed, and on whofe prudence and example 
the grandeur and happinefs of France appeared to depend, nouriflied already in itsbofons 
the feeds of fa&ion and divifion. ? The duke of Liancourt had now poflefle J the diguity 
of prefident for the alotted .period of a fortnight ; a considerable majority had given their 
votes to place M. Thouret in the vacant chair; but a party hoftile to. him, fromjealoufy 
of his political opinions, oppofed him by intrigues, and preferring tranquillity to the 
diftin&ion conferred on him, he by a letter to his predeceflbr relinquished the appointment, 
which was immediately transferred to M. Chappelier, an advocate by profeflion, and 
deputy for Brittany, and who had already diftinguilhed himfelf by his bold and impaflloned 
eloquence. 

The aflembly immediately refumed a fubjeft, which for feveral days before had been 
the object of their difcuffion ; and the celebrated declaration of " The rights of man" was 
agitated with unwearied zeal and ardour. The inconvenience of this declaration wa& 
urged by the duke de Levi, the biftiop of Langres, and feverai other members. They 
aflerted that in a monarchy, where neceflfary circumftances are fo often oppofed to theo- 
retical principles, that the veil could not be totally removed from the eyes of the people 
without the greateft imprudence ; it was a fecret, they faid, that ought to be concealed 
till a" new and approved confutation had placed the ftate in that fecurity, that would not 
be expofed to danger upon being revealed : a declaration of that nature, they obferved* 
wasnot neceflary to break the chains of tyranny 3 it was juft laws and prudent regulations 
that the people demanded, and not abftra&ed maxims of metaphyfics, ufelefs . to the 
multitude, which they were neither capable of comprehending, and which could not be 
fubje&ed to their view without the moft eminent hazard. 

Arguments like thefe might feduce the ignorant ; to the oppoflte party they appeared 
t as ridicule, to which the champions of the declaration beholding themfelves attempted 

to be expofed, were .ye t not prevented from manfully combating, in its defence, The 
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comte de Montmorenci, whofe long and illuftrious train of anceftors placed him om^i 
fecond to the princes of the blood, with meffieurs Mounier, de Lally-Tollendal, de 
Mirabeau, Target, and Barnave, all • diftinguifhed themfelves on this occafion. They*-* 
ftrenuoufly maintained, that it was abfolutely neceffary that this declaration (hould pre- 
cede the formation of a conftitution ; " That to form a free people, it was requifite to 
cc convince them in what confifted their rights and their liberty ; that this declaration 
4C led to two ufefuv and important ends ; the firft, to fix the fpirit of legiflation, that in 
" future it might not wander from its proper courfe ; the fecond, to direct the reprefen- 

" tatives of the people in forming thofe laws, which it was impoffible to promulgate at 
" the inftant, and which could only be the eiTett of long and mature reflection." 

" It has been reprefented," they added, " that this declaration is ufelefs, becaufe it 
" is already impreffed in all hearts j and that it is dangerous, becaufe the people them- 
" felves may abufe their rights ; But though imprefled on all hearts, it is not lefs necef- 
u fary to renew the traces which may be weakened by time ; and experience has already 
" taught ns, that a nation can eafily forget its advantages, and that it frequently wants - 
" perfeverance to maintain its rights* If this declaration had exifted, the abettors.of 
" flavery had never prefumed to publifh thofe dangerons maxims which have over-- 
" fhadowed the true principles of freedom ; and as to the dread that the people them- 

u felves fhould abufe thofe rights in which they were inftrutted, every example of hiftory 
46 {lands forth in oppofition to thefe imaginary fears. You every where behold the peo- 
<c pie tranquil and happy in proportion to their knowledge, whit ft it is ignorance alone; 
" that agitates the minds and excites the troubled fpirits of mankind/' 

The arguments of thefe gentlemen, were amply fupported by the popular opinion* 
The majority within doors acquiefced in the fentiments of thofe without ; and it was de- 
cided, that there fhould be a declaration of the Rights of Man, and that, that declaration 
fhould be diftinft from and precede the conftitution. 

Melancholy diforders ftill forely affii&edthe provinces, and which equally menacing 

the public revenue with private property and perfonai fecurity, awakened the aflembly 
from their metaphyseal difcufiions, and in an inftant impreffed their minds with the urgent 
neceffity of proceediug to form that conftitution, which was become fcarce lefs neceflary 
to the grandeur and exiftence of France, than requifite to preferve the lives and fortunes 
of her citizens. The committee of reports had prefented a lively and affe&ing pi&ure 
of the national calamities ; and it was propofed, as a remedy for the evils which daily 
multiplied, to publifh a folemn declaration, in which all conditions of men were com* 
manded, under penalty of the fevereft punifhment, not only to contribute their proportions; 
to the burden of the ftate, but to with-hold on no pretence whatfoever, thofe dues to 

which the original land-holders were entitled. 

This propofal was encountered by a vigorous refiftancej the one party reprefented 
that the feudal laws were too opprelfive, the taxes too partially impofed, and the public 
diftrefs too general, to hope for any happy effefts from fuch a declaration ; th?it it would 
fall foon into oblivion ; that inftead of diminifhing it would encreafe the evil, as it would 
betray the weaknefs of the national alfembly ; at the fame time that it would irritate the 
minds of the people, which at prefent required to be foothed ; and that it necefTariiy 
muft become an objeft of derifion, to demand the payment of taxes, the inequality and 

injuftice of which every perfon was feufxble of* 
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On the other hand, the affernbly were reminded of the facred rights of property ; the 
immenfe deficiency with which the public revenue was threatened ; and the contempt into 
which they would fall, if they had not recourfe to inftani: and vigorous meafures ; that 
a gloomy iilence pervaded the courts of juftice; that their authority could only be re- 
flored by regulations the nioft decifive ; and that the means for enforcing might immedi- 
ately follow the declaration itfelf. 

In confequence of thefe arguments, it was agreed, that a committee (hould be entrufted 
to draw up a plan for the prefer vation of the rights of the proprietors ; and that plan 
on the fourth of Auguft, was prefented to the infpe&ion, and for the approbation of the 
national affernbly. 

: It ftated, " That the national aflembly taking into confideration, whilft it had been 
" folely occupied in ere&ftg the happinefs of the nation on the bafis of a free conftitution, 
" that the diforders and violences which had affii&ed the different provinces, had fpread 
* c the mod boding alarms throughout the minds of the people, and had fundamentally 
* c ftruck at the facred rights of property, and at perfonal fafety ; and confcious that thefe 
cc diforders could not but retard the labours of that affernbly, and encourage the criminal 

cc .defigns of the enemies of the public welfare : 

It now declared, cc That the ancient laws fubfifted, and were to be carried into exe- 
<c cution to that moment when the nation might think proper to modify or abolifh them ; 
C€ that the taxes alfo, fuch as they were at prefent, were pu&ually to be paid, according 

" to the arret of the national affernbly of the 17th of June laft, till other imports could 
cc be devifed, and new modes of collection lefs grievous to the people. 

* c That all cuftomary rents and fervices were to be difcharged as formerly; and that 
" all eftabliihed laws, for the fecurity of perfons or their property, were to be univerfally 
" refpected. 

"That the prefent declaration was to be difperfed throughout the provinces; and 
cc all vicars and curates were required to .read it in their refpe&ive churches to their 
parifhibners, and to exhort them to obferve and obey it. 

It was this declaration that called up the Vico'mte de Noailles, who, defcended from 
a family long celebrated for its attachment and fervices to the crown, had in the late 
oppofition, efpoufed the popular party, and difplayed a zeal in retraining the royal 
influence, at lead equal to that which his anceftors had manifefted in extending it.. 
' " The end," faid he, " to which this declaration tends, is to allay that fermentation 
that reigns throughout the provinces to affure the freedom of the fubjeft, and to con- 
" firm the true right of the proprietor. But how is it poffible for us to attain this 
u object, without clearly afcertaining the fource of infurre&ion, and underftanding the 
" nature of the difeafe, to which we would apply a remedy ? 

" The commons have proclaimed their demands to this affernbly in too audible a voice 
" not have been clearly underflood : It is not a new conftitution which they require j 
" but it is the abolition of the excife ; the fuppreffion of vexatious inferior officers ; 
" and the mitigation, or extinction, of fenorial rights, which they expeft from your 



C6 



juftice. 

" For three months the commons have beheld their feprefentatives exclufively occu- 

* c pied in what they themfelves have called, and what truly are, the affairs of the public 5 
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4:4 but to the commons, the affairs of the public appear only thofe ofrje&s which they 
" defire, and moft ardently wifh to obtain, 

" After all the different opinions which have exifted among the reprefentatives of the 
cc nation, the provinces have caft their eyes only on two defcriptions of people j the 
* c one who have armed in their fupport, and who have endeavoured to promote their 
5* happinefs ; the other, thofe of rank and diftin&ion, who have exerted themfelves' 
" to oppofe it. In thefe circumftances they conceived it a duty to repel force by force j 
" and indulged in liberty, -they will no longer bear the rein. There remains but one 
u method to reftore tranquillity, and to reconcile them to civil government ; it is by 

giving them folid proofs, that we only refift their defires when they might prove dange- 

<c rous to their own profperity* 

" To reftore therefore that confidence which they once repofed in this affembly, and 
to re-eftablilh that tranquillity which every true Frenchman pants after, I propofe firft, 
" That in the preamble to the declaration intended, it ihall be expreffed, that the public 
"taxes (hall be paid by every individual of the kingdom in proportion to his revenue 5 
" fecondly, that the burdens jpf the ftatefhali in future be equally diftributed among all ; 
" thirdly, that the feudal rights fhould be redeemed at a certain price ; and, fourthly* 
<c that thofe feignorial claims which fall under the defcription of perfonal fervitud^, 
* € fhall be abolimed without any compenfafion whatfoever." 

Thus from Jong metaphyseal enquiries, accompanied by tedious debates and tardy 
decifions, -the national affembly had rapidly paffed to decrees the moft interefting in. 
their nature, and important in their confequences. The feudal fyftem, that ancient oak 
whofe extenfive (hade had darkened the furface of the empire, whofe roots, for ages, had 
'drained the moifture of, and whofe branches had intercepted the fun from the foil of, 
Trance, was now doomed to feel the axe, and to fall proftrate in one night, beneath the 
repeated ftrokes.of the public enthufiafm. The dilcuffionof the fubjeft ferved but t» 
render 4t univerfally hateful ; although too much praife cannot be beftowed on . the 
moderation and regard to the rights of perfons that was maintained by the advocates of 
reformation. 

The general revolution throughout the kingdom was fcarce lefs extraordinary thaa 
that which had taken place in the fentirnents of different families. The "late Duke d'Ai- 
wguillon had been profecuted by the juft refentment of the parliament of Brittany, for 
exceflive tyranny 4 he had been purfued by the a&ive hatred of his fellow-citizens ; and* 
loaded with the general execration, had fcarce found an afyhim from deftruftion i$i 
the protecting favour of the late^king, ttntil death placed him and his crimes beyond 
human coercion. The fucceffor to his dignity now ftood forward as the candidate for 
popular approbation : he not only feconded die motions of the Vifcount Noailles, but 
even paffed the boundaries that had been traced by that nobleman-. The voice of feve- 
raV of the principal nobility, and a popular affembly, were not tardy in receiving can- 
cellous, which were fo advantageous to a majority of their pwn members* and whick. 

were prqpofed by thoie who would fuffer mod on their being adopted. * ! : 
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. A diftinclion was made with ftriking accuracy," by M. le Grand, between tKe different 

fpecies of feudal property and rights; he defcribed^them under two heads perfonal and 
mixed; fuch as mainmerte or vaffalage, and * the cor vee or right to the labour, of the 
peafant ; both of which he defcribed as at variance with the laws-of nature and of human 
juftice, and tuch as could not entitle the holders to any fpecies of ranfom; real rights 
.confifted of . querents, rents in kind, and the like.; thefe he thought ought to be re- 
deemed by purchafeftom the individual, but the whole of each individual's claims fhould 
be confolidated* . - • ■ 

Mixed rights,, fach -as bmnaliie^ or the right- in the landlord to compel the tenant or 
vaffalto bake at his aven, and pay a toil of flour, was alfo an objeft, which as it produced 
a revenue to' the proprietor and had been a frequent fubje&of iale, deferved a moderate, 
reinuneratian on- its. aboKtionv • • > • ■ ' * ' " ■ ■• 

Cruel and outrageous parts of "the feudal claims were ably expofed by: M. de Karengall, • 
m feme cantons the vaifals were -fubje&ed to be yoked like cattle to the carriages 
of the nobility ; in others -they- were compelled to pafs whole nights in beating the ponds*, 
in-order that the -lord's reft fhould not be* difturbed by the croaking of frogs ;; in others 
the poor were obliged to maintain the nobleman's hounds j other privileges he noticed 

which from their , very indecency forbid defcription, butwefeLeft twoufages that fuf- 
iiciently indicate the deteftable excefies to which the unhappy French were liable from the 

arbitrary caprice of therr noble tyrants, when practices fo atrocious^ fo deftru&ive of human 
happinefs, and oppofite to the letter and fpirit. of religion, were fan&ioned by law — m 
Tiiany diftrifts the chief poffefled the' right to occupy the place and privileges of the bride- 
groom on the wedding-night ; while in others the lord, upon his return from hunting, was* 
^uthorifed to rip open .the bowels of two of his vaffals, to foment his feet therein for 
his refrefliment^ ■ 

The debates were followed by many other voluntary facrifices, and thefe by the moft 

important regulations for the equalization of the public burdens. ; ; the corvee, to which 

the immortal Turgot firft laid the a^xe was* now felled totally and for ever ;. feudal fervi- 

tude of every kind was fupprefted ; and the deftru&ion of warrens and dove-cotes, fol- 
lowed- The inferior counts wherein - feudal laws and ufages' were litigated, next fell y to* 
thefe fucceeded- the repeal- of feveral taxes that were confidered as moft oppreflive ; a 
refolution was then pafie& for the fuppreffion of penfi'onsand gratifications given by the- 
courts, and. that places and offices fhould beabolifhed which were obtained unworthily, or 
that were not required by neceflity and fan&ioned by a&ual national fer vices. 
- Thei prefid^nt was proceeding to the queftion upon thefe patriotic meafures, when re- 
collecting himfelf, he obferved* " that- the clergy had not yet had an opportunity of 
" declaring their fentiments, and that he fhould deem himfelf indecorous were he to 
" n^gleft affording thgm an : opportunity to manifeft ; their difintereftednefs on this happy 
" occafion." . - * ' • . 

The biihop of'Na,ncyrthe.reup*on propofed in*, the name of the clergy, that if the feudal 
fights fhould be ranfpmed, th^Lt the proeeeds^might not be applied to. the profit of the 
ecclefiaftical lords, but to the'augmentation of poor livings. • * 

-The bifhop of Chartres propofed the fupprefiion of the game-laws; he reprefented 

the abfurdity of fubje&ing, the hufbandmaa to be the patient fpe&ator of the ravage 
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clamations of the nobility and clergy, concerning 
ftC given the people a ray of hope/* faid he " le 
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of his fields, or expofed to arbitrary puni foment if he . prefumed to deftroy tliofe 

animals which rayaged his corn and confumed the fruits of his labours : a number 
of the nobility loudly acclaimed their concurrence, and demanded that the .rights of 
the chace alfo fhould be renounced, referving only the right of fporting within their 
perfonal demefnes. 

M; de St. Fargeau, who now occupied the chair, demanded an explanation of the ex* 

the equalization of taxes — cc We have 

let us make it a reality ;.I prcpofe that 
" not only for the laft fix months of the year, but from the commencement of it-, ail the 
" members of the privileged claffes, without. exception, fhall contribute their proportion 
" tathe public import; this wilt be but in accord .with the inductions of all the orders j 
" and until this affembly fliall fix the ftandard for future taxation, the affemblies of the 
" departments fliall adjuft the rate. 

• Thefe feveral proportions were adopted and followed by the renunciation of the vica- 
rial rights. The Vicar of Louppes offered, in the name of his brethren, the relinquish- 
ment of caufualties, and all- fees exafted from the poor 5 feveral. of the dignitaries 
fignified that agreeable to the fpirit of the canons of the church they were determined 
to reftrift themfelves to a fingle benefice. 

All thefe propofals having been confirmed by a general vote the'deputies.from feveral 
provinces which enjoyed peculiar privileges, came forward with, offerings of their charters, 
and franchifes. Dauphine, which had been always the mod forward in patriotic facri- 
fices was the firft," and was followed by Brittany its : rival in this race of true glory j: 
LanguedoCj Paris, Marfeilles, -Strafburg,. and others fucceeded*. ... 

Thefe facrifices truly glorious and virtuous, difinterefted as they were, may be readily 
conceived not to be univerfally acceptable^ the great body of the nobility and clergy 
denied or were difpofed to difpute the power of their reprefentatives, which they alleg- 
ed -was unauthorised, that they had exceeded their, powers and voted away what waa 
not their own. That the public fpirit difplayed by the affembly fhould not have made a 
fudden impreffion on the minds of the whole nation, will not be a fubjeft of furprife 
to thofe who confider the flow progreflion of information in a convulfed country, in a 
country too fo extenfive as France, where the prefs had but juft dared to erect its light 
in the fhade of the throne of defpotifmj and even among the enlightened,, a numerous 
body was to be found whofe whole eftate lay in the public grievances. 

Among the- facrifices of that day, the foreft^ laws were not regarded at the leaft im- 
portant ; and perhaps they were furrounded with the greateft regret. In times of peace* 
the amufement of ■ the field had been confidered as no indifferent reprefentation of the 
more noble toils of war; they enured the mind to danger, and the body to fatigue 5 
and had b een immembrially preferred from the multitude as a diftin&ion the moil noble 
and facred : But as they were poflibly the moft prized by the nobility, fo they were con* 
fidered by the commons as the moft obnoxious of the feudal rights, from, the barbarous 
penalties which were allotted to them, and the ftill more barbarous abufes which they 
produced. The feverity'with which feveral lords had maintained their pretenfions, and 

the unremitting rigour with whicli they had purfued their unhappy vaffals* who had 
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prefumed to trefpafs upon their game, or when only fufpe&ed ; had kindled again ft 
this peculiar privilege a degree of odium, which was only to be extinguilhed by its total 
abolition. 

To commemorate a day which had given birth to fo many, and fo important reforms, 
the duke of Laincourt propofed, that a medal (hould be (truck with the following in- 

fcription, to the abslition of all privileges , and the perfect re-union of all the provinces ; 
and monfieur Lally-Tollendal having obferved, that it was in the aflembly of the ftates- 
general, that Lewis the Twelfth had been named the Father of the People^ moved, that 

Lewis the Sixteenth Ihould be ftyled Rejlorer of the Liberties of France. The moment 

of enthufiafm was not yet pafied, and every motion which flattered the condutt of the 
deputies themfelves, and impreffed on . the people the advantage they had gained, by 
the diminution of the royal power, was readily received, andinftantly adopted. 

Thefe decrees of the national aflembly had been received by the inhabitants of 
Verfailles and Paris with the loudeft and molt heart-felt acclamations; and from the 
walls of the capital the patriotic ardour foon diffufed itfelf throughout the diftant prov- 
inces. Dauphine, in whofe bofom the feeds oi liberty had long been foftered ; and 
who claimed the merit of firft calling them into life, exulted in the example fhe.had fet to 
the reft of France, by her inftant compliance with the views of the national aflembly ; 
her deputies were followed by thofe of Brittany, Provei^e, Burgundy, and Langue- 

doc: The cities of Lyons, Marfeilles, Bourdeaux and Stralbourg. were equally emulous 

to difplay their zeal and concurrence ; and approaching the bar of the aflembly* 
furrendered, in the moft univerfed terms, all thofe exclufive privileges which they for- 
merly had defended with the moft unftiaken courage againft the pretentions of the 
crown. . 

■ ■ 

Even the breafts of individuals were warmed by the general ardour : feveral of the 

nobility on this accafion vied with the difinterefted profeffions of the provinces and the 

cities, and offered, as a facrifice on the altar of Liberty, thofe privileges which they late 

declaration had left them ; declaring, that they confidered the title of a citizen of France^ 

as the moft honourable dignity they could poflefs. ' 

The fanftity of religion was called in, to add folemnity to the fcene, and to confe- 

crate the hour of liberty : The archbifliop of Paris, whofe extenfive liberality and good- 
nefs of heart had long entitled him to that pre-eminence of dignity which he enjoyed, but 
who in the firft ftage of the revolution had nearly fallen a vittim to the blind fury of 
the multitude, prefided on this awful occafion ; and by his prefence, ferved in fome 
meafure to diminifli that prejudice which hitherto had prevailed amongft the populace 
againft the clergy, and to reftore his order to that confidence which their timely refig- 
nation and difinterefted condutt merited. 

■ While the bold and decifive meafures of the national aflembly excited, or commanded 
general attention, the voice of the fovereign was feebly and rarely heard: The little in- 
fluence that had been left him daily diminifhed ; his grandeur was over-lhadowed : his 
authority was eclipfed ; his French and. Swifs guards had abandoned all duty ; and reti- 
ring from their pofts at Verfailles, had' marched with their arms and colours to join 
their companions, who had .already ranged themfelves on the popular fide : Each hour 
was marked with fome new defertion j whilft by nature incapable of energy or enter,* 
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the impropriate tythes with thofe of the church; it militated again fir the intention of the 
atfembly, which was to relieve the farmer, or hufbandman ; and afforded an endlefe 
fource of litigation in ■ afcertaining the value at which that redemption was to be 
fixed. 

Thefe objections were ably fupportetj by the lively eloquence of the comte de Mirgbeau, 
while the claims of the church found a warm and ftrenuous defender in the abbe Sieyes* 
who had formerly fo eminently diftinguiflied himfelf as the fuxefsful champion of the 
Tiers-Etat. He urged, that it could not now be a queftion, whether fuch a tax was 
originally umvife or wrong in irfelF, as the tythe was not a tax eftablifhed by the nation, 
but a rent-charge to which the firft proprietors had fubjected their own private eftates, 
for the fupport of the church; that the 'nation was by no means competent to abolifh 
it) to the benefit of the prefent pnffeffor-s who had purchafed their lands under the ftx— 
pulation of conflantly difcharging it. The tythe was, therefore, in the hands of the 
clergy, a legal property ; and, as injurious to the public welfare, it could only be 
ubplifhed by the fame means as it was cuflomary to obferve in the abolition of other 
lights; that was to fay, by a compenfation voluntarily agreed on between thofe, who 
received and thofe who pair! tythes; or eftabliihed by (he moderation and equity of the ~ 
national affembly.; — -that the fums which might be drawn from fuch a compenfation, 
might be placed in fuch a manner as to contribute to the primitive objeft in the eftablifh- 

jrfent of tythes, and yet, under the prefent circumftances, to furnifh mod effential re- 
iburces to the nation ; Cfc -If you vvilh to be free, 5 ' faid he mC begin by being juftr" 

To this it was anfvvered, that the tvthes could not be converted into a fettled income* 

as they were not immediately derived from the ground itfelf, but from the produce of it, 

which was various and uncertain, and might be left uncultivated ; and as they had not 

Originally been derived from any gran for land, they could not be confidered as a real 

eftate, but merely as a gratuitious gift which the nation had tolerated to recompenfe 
'Jthefe who inft rutted the people in religion and morality ; and fince, by the confefiion 
pf the clergy themfelves, the tythes might be redeemed by individuals or communities., 
they certainly might be redeemed ^by the united voice of thofe individuals or communi- 
ties, by the nation at large, efpecially when inftruclion could ^be more effettualiy .provided 
and more luitably rewarded. 

i While yet the majority of the clergy ftruggled againft a propofal, which, if adopted, 
they conceived would mortally wound the power of their order, the' temporary enthufi- 
afm of aiew, rendered in a moment their exertions ineffectual. The debate which had 
been interrupted by the latenefs of the hour was renewed the fucceeding day ; when, 
monfieur Ricart de Seault read to the affembly, a deed fubferibed by 'fifteen or twenty 
curates, who voluntarily furrendered the tythes they enjoyed, into the hands of the na- 
tion, and confided in its equity to provide for them a proper, and decent fubfiftence. 
?c Gentlemen, " .added monfieur Seault, amidft the applaufes of the affembly, " I de- 
? c pofit this act, with which I have the honour of being entrufted, ori your table, to 
^afford an opportunity to : all thofe who are willing to fign it." 

lnftantly the numerous body : of curates, who had been nominated as deputies to 
the affembly; preffed towards the table, arid difputed. with each other the honour of firil 
fubferibing their names. Their example* was followed > by the dignified clergy : "In 
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my own name,** exclaimed the* venerable archbifliop of Paris, " and in thofe of mf 
brethren prefent, I depofit the tytlies of the church in the hands of a nation juft and 
* c generous : That the gofpel (hould be propagated^ that divine worfhip fhould be cele- 
" brated with dignity and decency, that the churches fhould be provided with zealous and 
virtuous pallors, and that the poor ihoul'd be nouriflied ; thefe were the ends for which: 
thofe tythes were allotted us and we doubt not that the juftice of the national affem- 
w bly will ftill fupply us with means for fulfilling duties fo facred and effemial." " This/ 1 ' 
added the cardinal de Rochefoucault, " is the fole prayer of the clergy, who place* 
" their whole confidence in the equity of the nation/ 3 

The national affembly received with tranfport an offer fo confident with their views, 
and fo fuperior to their expectations ; they were profufe in their encomiums, and in 
their promifes of compenfation: But the generality of the clergy throughout the king-, 
dom difcovered but little fatisfa&ion at the liberality of their reprefentatives ; they ac- 
cufed them of having annihilated T by their raih or timid concurrence, the influence of 
.the ecciefiaftical order j and their clamours were encreafed, when they perceived that 

the compenfation with which they had been allured, was by no means equal to the re- 
venue they had furrendered. 

But the refources which the national affembly contemplated from the abolition of tythes 
were precarious and diftant ; the diftrefs of the public w^as immediate and urgent ; the 
pleafing vifions of monfieur Necker had gradually receded from his fight, and the* 
horrors of a national bankruptcy opened to his view ; however he might vary the fhape 
in which he addreffed it, the enthufiafm of the people was ftill his only hope ; he had 
now recourfe to it in a manner which nothing but the imperious voice of neceflity could 
- authorife, and nothing but the moil unbounded zeal render fuccefsfuL 

The idea of relieving a ftate by voluntary contributions, poffeffes fomething fo v natural 
and fo fafcinating to an inexperienced ftatefman, that it has been frequently recurred to^ 
and aim oft as frequently been attended by difappointment. But as the prefent fituatioii 
of France was unprecedented, fo alfo might the confequences of this expedient ; and 
the^minifter. having already perceived that his influence among the reprefentatives of the 
people daily diminilhed, was willing, to afcertain how far he retained his empire over 
the people themfelves. 

Throughout the different provincial capitals, offices were opened, and the people were 
invited to depofit on the altar of the new conftitution, their plate, their jewels,, and & 
fourth of their adtuai revenue. On this occafion, the fuccefs, though not fufficient to 
extinguifti the wants of the ftate, exceeded the moft fanguine expectations of the mini- 
fter 3 a general ardour feemed to pervade every rank and defcription throughout the 
kingdom ; the fumptuous fide-boards which had miniftered lo the vanity of the nobility, 
the ancient and maffy veffels which had been fo long confecrated to religious fervices 
the very ornaments of the fair-fex, fwelled the promifcuous pile, and' were cheerfully 
offered as a facrifice to freedom : Even thofe who moft dreaded, and in fecret were moft 
defirous of embarrafling, the new fyftem of government* endeavoured to elude the fuf- 
picions of their countrymen, by the moft liberal donations.. 

But at the fame time that the people fo largely contributed to alleviate the public; 
diftrefs, * their clamours* againft. the influence of the throne affumed a louder and more' 

decifive tone. In the capital efpecially, the various clubs and popular affemblies boldly 
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erefted themfelves againfi: the royal fanftion , while the committee which had been no- 
minated by the national affembly to arrange the form of the new conftitution, far from 
acquiefcing with the opinions without doors, reprefented it as effential to the very exilb- 
ence of the government, that the king on every law ihould be entrufled with an abfoluit 
veto or negative. 

The debates on this occafion were long and vigourous, and the fermentation of the 
people violent. It was even though neceffary to affure the . fafety of the capital by nu- 
* merous guards of militia, and the protection of cannon. Thofe who fupported the 
royal fanftion were loudly menanced with the weight of the public indignation : Yet 
the dangers that environed them, did not prevent them from discharging their duty, and 

openly proclaiming their fentiments. 

Among thofe who moll eminently diftinguifhed themfelves on this occafion were the 
comtes de Mirabeau, and Lally-Tollendal, the duke de Liancourt, and meffieurs Triel- 
hard, d'Antraigues, Mounier and Bergaffe. They urged, that no legiflative aft could 
be confidered as law till fantioned by the king ; that his confent alone could render it 
binding, and ftamp it facred and invoidable : And fince no aft could be confidered as 

law (till confirmed by his fanftion, that fanftion ought to be free and voluntary ; that if 
it was not, it could be confidered only as a form y requifite to the confecration, and not as 
the effence of the aft itfelf ; and, and therefore, ought not to be placed in the rank of 

thofe qualities which form the very exiftence of the law. 

They aflerted that thofe only who were attached to the two following propofitions : 
The one, that all the legiflative afts, which ought always to be propofed, debated; 
and formed in the bofom of the national affembly, require, as eftablifhed law, to be 
fanftioned by the approbation of the fovereign ; the other, that the monarch being free 
to confent or diffent, might give or refufe indefinitely his fanftion, had conceived a cleat 
and fimple idea of thofe maxims which had been received as the foundation of all 
monarchies. 

Thefe principles were oppofed by meffieurs Chappilier, Barnave, Lameth, Landing 
Garat, junior, and Sales, they prefented, that as all powers were to be confider- 
ed as fo many emanations from the people, it was raoft inconfiftent and dangerous to 
allow to the will of an individual, a controuling authority over the will of a nation at 
large ; that fuch a propofal could only be the refult of a plan deliberately hoftile to 
liberty, and, if adopted, could only be attended by the re-eftabiifhment of defpotifm. ■ 

Amidft thefe various difcuffions, a new expedient feemed for a moment to unite the 
difordant opinions of the public : and while the abfohcte veto appeared to yield to the 

jealoufy of the populace, a fufpenfive veto was propofed to fupply vacancy it had left'. 
But this alfo was foon difcovered to be liable to innumerable objeftions ; to leave it un- 
limited, was again to fall into the fyftem of the abfolute veto, and only to change the 
name, and not the nature of that inviduous perogative, to fuffer it to depend on the. judge- 
ment of provincial affemblies, or the inftruftions of the conftituent body, was to eftahlifh. 
tfn appeal to the people, far diftant from the intentions of the national affembly, and 
moft dangerous in its confequences,-from their prefent inexperience of a free form of 
government. — To reftrain it to any fixed. term, was at once to deftroy the effeft of it; 

to lofe the advantages, and ^to prefer ve the xaconveniencies with which it wa§ preg* 

nantt > , 
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. Though monfieur Necker, from the moment that the terms he had recormncn ^ed for 
the late loan were rejecte d was convinced' that his influence in the national aflembly 
daily declined, yet he was perfuaded on this important occafion, to try once more the 
effect of his fentiments ; thefe were generally known to be favourable to the expedient 
that had been propo fed in the fufpenfive veto ; and that they might hive more weight, 
•and be more ftrongly imprefled on the minds of the aflembly, he delivered them in writing. 
Butt e majority of the aflembly confidered this procedure as an innovation hiconfiftent 
with thnr dignity, and the letter of the minifter of the finances was returned unopened. 

Under circumftances fo critical the aflembl preferred an equanimity that commanded 

the admiration and refpeft of all defcriptions of the people ; having gratified the favorite 

wifhes of the nation in the abolition of the feudal fyftem and tythes, they relumed the 
•great work of the declaration of rights. Three drafts were>feletted from a confiderable 
numVer that had been prefenred by various members thefe were the productions of de 
la Fayette, abbe Sieves, and Mounier ; the fir ft admired for its fimplicity and clofe re* 
femblance of the celebrated American declaration ; that of Sieyes embraced the whole 
expanfe of human government from the fir ft principle of focial union to the nioft minute 
member of law and delegated authority, exemplifying the rights and corrcfponding duties 
of men : but it was confidered as too complex and profound for the occafion, the objc£t 
contemplated being to promulgate the declaration as a civic catechifm ; that, of Mounier 
was not fo complex as the fecond nor fo Ample as the firft , but it was wanting of clearnefs 
and decifion of principle : After fome difcuflion, they were finally referred to a committee 
of five members, who reported them to the aflembly, and upon the motion of Mirabeau 
it was decreed that they (hould be published and form the preamble to the conftitution. 

It was oifthe twenty-third, that the majority completed the d crees which were to form 
the foundation of a conftitution for France, and condenfed them for general information 
in the following important nineteen refolutions : — 

1 ft. That all power originally was derived from the people, and could continue to flow 

from that fource alone. • 

ad. That the French government was monarchical, but that there exifted in France no 

authority fuperior to the law ; that the king reigned by the law, and in virtue thereof alone 

could claim the obedience of the people. - * 

3d. That the national aflembly has acknowledged and declared, as fundamental points 
of the monarchy, that the perfon of the fovereign is facred and inviolable— the throne 
iridivifible — the crown hereditary in the prefent royal family, from male to male in order 
of primogeniture, to the perpetual and abfolute excluiion of females and their defcendants, 
without deciding; on the effect of renunciations. 
. 4th. That the national aflembly fnali be permanent. 

5th. That the national aflembly fhall be compofed of only one. chamber. 
. 6th. That the return of the deputies to the national aflemblies fhall be for two years. 

7th. That on the expiration of that term, an entire new election fhall take place. 

8th. That the legiflative power is vefted in thu: national aflembly, who fhall exercife it 

as "follows : * • . . • 

9th. No ad of the legiflative body can be confidered as law, if it is not framed by the 
reprefentativ.es of the nation,* freely and legally chofen ; audif it is not faslQ:iqn'ed by the, 
monarch. 
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10th. The king can refufe his aflent to any aft of the legiflative body, 
nth. In that cafe where the king fliall interpofe his negative, that negative fliall be 
confidered only as fufpenfive. 

12th. The negative of the king fliall ceafe to exifl: on the election of the national aflem- 
bly, which next follows that in which the law was propofed. 

13th. The king may inv;te the national aiiembly to deliberate on any fubjeft i bat 
to propofe any new law is the exciufive prerogative of the reprefentatives of the 
people. 

. 14th. The creation or fuppreflion of offices cannot take place,, but in confequence of 

an aft of the legiflative body, fanftioned by the king. 

15th. No tax or contribution in kind, or in money, can be levied ; no loan direft or 
irtdircft can be negociated by any other means than by an exprefs decree of the affembly 
<©f the reprefentatives of the nation. 

1 6th. The fupr-etne executive power is exclufively veiled in the hands of the king. 

17th. The executive power can en a ft no laws, not even provifional ; but only is 
allowed to iffue proclamations conformable to the law, to recal or enforce obedience to it. 

1-8 th. The minifters and the other agents of the executive power, are refponfible for 
the application of the different fums in their departments, as well as for every infringe- 
ment of the laws, whatever orders they may have received ; but no order of the king is 
to be executed, unlefs figned by his majefty himfelf, and counterfigned by the fecretary 
of ftate, or the minifier of the department. 

' 19th. The judicial power can on.no occafion whatfoever be exercifed by the king, 
nor by the legiflative body ; but juftice is to be adminillered in the name of the king, by 
tliofe tribunals eftabiilhed by law, according to the principles of the conititution, and 
the forms which the law prescribes. 

Such were the articles decreed as the future land-marks of the conititution of France, 
and as thefe, without exprefsly naming, completely extinguifhed the abfolute veto, which 
comte Lally-Toilendal and meffieufs Maunier and BergaSe had defcribed as indifpenfably 
neceflary to the exigence of the ftate, thole gentlemen declined continuing any longer 
members of a committee, whofe reprefentations were difregarded ; and accordingly gave 
in their resignation.. 

The declaration of die rights of men 'and citizens was fcarce lefs remarkable for 
the-folemnity with which it was introduced, than for the important matter which it con-. 

rained. 

The preamble dates, that the reprefentatives of the people of France, formed into a 
national afiembly, confidering that ignorance, negleft, or contempt of human rights, 
are the fole caufes of public misfortunes, and corruptions of government, have refolved 
to fet forth, in a-foiemn declaration, thefe natural, imprefcriptible, and unalienable 
rights. That this declaration being conflantiy prefent to the minds of the body focial, 
they may be • ever kept attentive to their rights and their duties ; that the afts of the 
legiflative and executive powers of government being capable of a conftant comparison, 
with the end of political inflitutions, may be more refpefted ; and alfo, that the future 
claims of the citizens being direfted by limple and inconteftible principles, may always 
tend to the maintenance of the conffitutibn and the general hapuinefs. 

Vol. IV- K > 



4» HISTORY OF FRANCE. ^tySgy 

Z 4 

Ftfr thefe reafons, the national affembly doth recognize and declare, in the prefence of 

the Supreme Being, and with the hope of his bl'effing and favour, the following facred 
rights of men and citizens. 

i ft. Men are born and always continue free and equal in refpeft of their rights ; civil 
diftinclions, therefore, can be founded only in public utility. 

2"dly. The end of all political affociations, is the prefervation of the natural and im~ 
prefcriptibie rights of men j and thefe rights are liberty, equality, property, fecurity, and 
refinance of oppreflion. 

3dly. That the- people compofing the nation are effentially the fource of all fovereignty*. 
nor can any individual, or any body of men, be entitled to any authority, which is not 
actually and exprefsly derived therefrom.. 

4thly. Political liberty confifts in the power of doing whatever does not injure another; 
the exercife of the natural rights of every man, has no other limits than thole which are. 
necelTary to fecure to every other man the free exercife of the fame rights, and thefe limits 
are determinable only by the law. 

5thly. The law ought to prohibit only actions hurtful to* fociety ; what is not prohibited 
by the Saw fhouM not be oppofed j nor fhould any one be compelled to that which the 
law does not require. 

6thly. The law is an expreffion of the will of the community ; all citizens. have a right 
to concur, either perfonaliy or by their reprefentatives, in its formation; it fhould be the 
fame to all whether it protects or it punifhes ; and all being equal in its fight,, are equally 
eligible to all honours, places, and employments, according to. their different abilities* 
without any other diftin&ion than that created by their virtues and talents. 

7thly. No man fliall be accufed,. arretted, or held in confinement,, except in cafes -de- 
termined by the law, and according to the forms which it has prefcrihed. All who pro- 
mote, folicit, execute, or caufe to be executed, arbitrary orders, ought to be punifhed 5 
and every citizen called upon or apprehended by virtue of the law, ought immediately to 

obey, and renders himfelf culpable by refiftance. 

Sthly. The law ought to impofe no other penalties than fuch as are abfolutely and evi- 
dently necelTary ; and no- one ought to be punifhed but in virtue of a. law promulgated 
before the offence, and legally applied. 

S 9thly. Every man being prefumed innocent until he has been convi&ed, whenever his 
detention becomes indifpenfable, all rigour to him, more than is neceflary to fecure his 

perfon, ought to be provided againft by the law. 

lothly. No man ought to be molelted on account of his opinions, not even- of his 

religious opinions, provided his irregular diffemination of them does not dilturb the public 

order eftablHhed by law. 

nthly. The unreftrained communication of thoughts and opinions, being one of the 
mo ft precious rights of man, every citizen may fpeak, write, and publilh freely,, provided 
he is refponfible for the abufe of this liberty in cafes determined by the law. 

1 2thly . A public force being neceflary to give fecurity to the rights of men and citizens, 
that force is inftituted for the benefit of the Community,, and not for the particular ad- 
vantage of the perfons to whom it is entrufted. 

1 3thly. A common contribution being necelTary for the fupport of the public force* 
and for defraying the other expences of government, it ought to be divided among tha 

members of the community, according to their abilities. 
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. 1 4thly. Every citizen has a right, either by himfelf or his reprefentative, to a free 

voice in determining the necefiity of public contributions, the 1 appropriation of them ? 
and their amount, mode of aiTefiment and duration. 

I5thly. Every community has a right to demand of all its agents an account of their 
conduct. 

i6thly. Every community, in which a feparation of powers and a fecurity of rights 
are not provided for, wants a conftitution. 

1 7 thly « The right to property being inviolable and facred, no one ought to be deprived 

of it, except in cafes of evident public neceflity, legally afcertained, and on condition of 

a previous juft indemnity. 

The fimplicity that reigns throughout this declaration was admirably fuited to the. 
purpofes for which it was .intended. A plain fyftem of government was prefented to 
the view and comprehenfion of the moft limited capacity ; and while each citizen was 
taught to look to thofe rights which are inherent in man, he was intruded to fiibmit 
without repining to thofe burdens, and that reftraint, which were neceffary to the prefer- 
vation oi* the Itate, and to his own protection. 

In the revolution that thus gradually unfolds itfelf, the mind of the reader is fcarce : 
cheered by the profpeft of tranquillity, before it is again overcaft by the gathering— ftorms . 
of civil commotion. The fagacious and unprejudiced obferver will, while he accompa- 
nies the hiftorian, frequently have occafion to admire the incidents unexpected and acci- 
dental, which lb largely contributed to accelerate the progrefs of the revolution, and to 
fupercede at once the wifdom and the prudence of one party, and the power and confe- 
quence of another. The declaration of right and the articles of the new conftitution, might 
have foothed the angry fpirits, and kindled the hopes of France ; but her harveft of ideal 
profperity was blafted by the chilling breath of famine ; neither the exertion of the commit- 
tee of fubfiftence, the precaution of the minifler of the finances, nor the liberality of the 
duke of Orleans, who devoted his princely revenue to alleviate the public diftrefs,' 
could prevent the Parifians from being affailed by that fcarcity which (till allli&ed 
France, and was alfo felt in fome meafure by the neighbouring kingdoms. 

Even Verfailles, the royal refidence, was not exempt from its lhare of mifery ; 
fome popular tumults which prevailed in the ftreets, and which were excited by the 
extravagant price of bread, ferved as a pretext for the municipality to demand, and the 
king to confent, to the regiment of Flanders being fummoned to preferve the public 
tranquillity. This meafure, which at firft appeared of no importance, was. foon pro- 
ductive of confequences the moft unexpe&ed and fanguinary. 

Though through every ftage of this extraordinary revolution, the monarch himfelf 
appeared zealous to comply with the popular wifhes, yet it was well underltood that the 
high mafculine fpirit of his confort was feverely wounded, by the diminution of the 
regal authority, Whatever oppofition had occurred from the throne, was therefore 
attributed to .her counfels ; and the influence which the count d'Artois polfefTed over his 
royal fifter-in-law, with the avowed fentiments of that prince, induced the nation in general 
• to regard the queen with jealoufy and fufpicion. 

Thefe fufpicions were encreafed by the arrival of the regiment of Flanders ; and the 
capital, ever tremuloufly alive to danger, beheld with a jaundiced eye the vicinity of a 

. body; of regular troops, whofe prefeace, it was afferted> .could be productive of no real 
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advantage, who might be fupported at a lefs expence in any of the provinces, and whofe 
confumption of corn would encreafe that fcarcity, from which the inhabitants of Paris 
already fever ely fuftered. 

Such were the fubje&s of immediate remonftrance, when anew and more lively caufe 
of complaint and jealoufy prefented itfelf. The garde-du cops, or houfhold troops of 
the king, had invited to an entertainment the regiment of Flanders. Though it had been 
an ancient cuftom in the French fervice to pay this compliment to every regiment that 
arrived, yet as it had been delayed fome time, prudence at lead would have di&ated the 
omiffion of it at fo critical a moment : but enthufiafm which is fo often the- parent of 
great aftions and misfortunes, and which on fo many occafions during this unexampled 
revolution proved final to the royal caufe, on this occafion not only blinded the judgment 
of the adherents of the court, but plunged them intoacls of extravagance, the meaning 
and confequences of which c ould not elude the vigilance and difcernment of the popular 
party, * ■ 

• The. circumftances that attended the entertainment, were far from allaying thofe fears 
which had been excited by the arrival of the regiment of Flanders. Befidc$ that corps; 
the houfehold troops invited feverai officers of the national-guard of Verfailles, with their 
commander, the celebrated count d'Eftaigm Even the common foidiers of the Swifs- 
guards, the chaffeurs of Trois-Eveches, and the grenadiers of Flanders, were admitted 
into the faloon, where the feaft was prepared ; liquor was plentifully diftributed ; the 
health of the king, queen, and the dauphin, were drank with the louddft acclamations ; 
but that of the nation was rejefted. The royal family themfelves appeared on this occa- 
fion ;-the air of" Oti Richard! Oh my king!" an ancient chivalric ballad, was played 
by the band \ and towards the clofe of the evening feverai ladies of the court prefentcd 

themfelves,^ and diftributed white-cockades, which were eagerly received, • though the 
regiment of Flanders had previoufly worn that of the nation. 

. If in this tranfa&ion the court can be acquitted of, any regular defign, it yet rnuft 
ftand convi&ed of the higheft imprudence. In the new and u n let tied ftate of affairs to 

countenance thefe Bacchanalian orgies, was at lead an unpardonable indifcreti m ; * the 
.national-cBckade was confidcred as the emblem of attachment to the- new confutation \ 

yet the foidiers of Flanders were prevailed on to abandon it, and refume that which 

they had worn under the ancient government ; while the female- attendants of the 

queen difplayed their zeal, by furnifiiing thefe enfigns of open and « undifguifed 

difaifedion. ' 

The rumour of thefe occurrences rapidly fpread- from Versailles to Parish; it had been 
preceded by a report that it was- the intention of the king to quit his palace, and accom- 
panied, by the queen, whofe reproaches it was fuppofed, had arouzed him to this deci- 
fxve meafur'e, to efcape to Metz; there to affembie what forces he could : dependupo:v; 
and erect :once more the* ftandard of defpotifm. The recall of regular troops , to the 
neighbourhood - of the capital gave weight to this report ; and the Parifians had no 
fmallreafon to apprehend that irom the * moment of the king's * retreat,* the fcanty fup- 
plies of grain, which furnifhed at prefent but a bare fubfiftence to the-capital^ would- be 
entirely intercepted. 

. Thefe difcontents were not Jong confined^ to'- fecret and- ineffectual -murthurs-*; on the 

Intelligence^ of the myfteriousventertamment at Verfailles, the clamours of the- populace 
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affirmed a louder and more menacing tone. . The militia of Paris, and the ancient 
French guards, joined in the general indignation. On the Fourth of Oftober, the 
marquis de la Fayette, who was then at the committee of police, was addreffed by fix 
grenadiers, who informed him that they were deputies from the fix grenadier com- 
panies ; that though they entertained no doubt of his integrity, they believed "he 
himfelf to be betrayecl by the government ; that it was time an end fhould be 
put to the public diftrefs ; that they could not turn their arms againlt women who 
'demanded bread ; that die committee of fubfiftence deceived them, and ought to be 
abolifhed. That they were determined to go to Verfailles, and exterminate the garde- 
du-corps and the regiment of F anders, who had trampled under foot the national cock- 
ade. That if the king of France was too feeble to bear the weight of the crown, they 
would' depofe him, and that they would crown his fon, and then all would go well. 

Language fo alarming, it might have been naturally expedted would have induced the* 
marquis de la Fayette, as colonel-general of the militia, to have adopted every poflible 
precaution ; but whatever were his motives, that nobleman contented himfelf with finiply 
•haranguing the grenadiers, and recommending patience and forbearance. 

/His eloquence on this occafion was noc attended with the effects that he might have 
fondly imagined. The progrefs of ~ difcontent was rapid and frightful- Some hundred? 
of the molt licentious and daring of the rabble, chiefly women, collected from the 
markets and public halls, armed with (laves, pikes, and every weapon that their blind 
fury could fupply, poured from their dark and fecret lurking places. They furrounded 
ihe Hotel de Ville with, fearful cries,, forced open the doors, and poffeffed themfelves.of 
the arms. Their numbers were foon fwelled to feveral thoufands, by fucceflive and 
motly groups of both fexes, furnifhed with fufils and piftols, fwords and poignards, 

lances, and hatchets, and dragging two pieces of cannon. To this defparate and tu- 
multuous Jioft the marquis de Saint Huruge, a nobleman of ancient family in Burgundy 
rbut of fuliied reputation, and doubtful in tellers, joined himfelf. 

Thefe ]awlef& infurgents, animated by a furvey of their ftrength, and the feditious 
^harangues of their new leader, at length took the road to Versailles- On their route 

they compelled the different p&ffengers whom they met, and efpecially the women, tp 
aninglein their train. -Terror and difmay preceded their-van ; .the villages through which 
they paffed were diferted ; the (hops and houfes were fhut on their approach ; and ths 
inhabitants who remained in any town w.ere happy to redeem thenifelves from pillage by 
a liberal .distribution of - bread and wine. 

Intoxicated with rage^and liquor, the frantic crowd about half after three o'clock 
^precipitated thenifelves on Verfailles. The king that morning had fetout for Meudon, 
and was engaged in the amufements of the chace, when he was firft informed of the 
march of the infurgents ; he inftantly returned to the cattle, and arrived a quarter of aa 
ehour> before the appearance of the hoftile rabble ; yet far from regarding their difpofi- 
.tions as really dangerous,; to the prince of Luxembourg, the captain of his guards, and. 
•who enquired if his. majefty had . any orders to give ; he replied, with a fmile, " what 

/'for women? you furely jeft." 

The national affembly was engaged in difeuffing the anfwer of the king to the articles 
of the conftitntion. . His majefty 'had acceded to them, on condition that the executive 
power fhould remain whole and undiminished in his hands. But this reservation was 
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far from meeting the general approbation. It was obferved, that though the king haci 
acceded to them, that he had not accepted them ; it was propqfed, that he fhould iwear 
to obferve them in the prefence of the affembiyj and amidft this diverfity of opinion, 
the fatal entertainment of the fir ft of Oftober, the fource of fo many fufprcibns, and 
* finiftrous. events, was introduced into debate. 

While yet the minds of the deputies were agitated by this, relation, and the various 
motions that attended it, monfieur Mounier r the prefident, communicated the alarming 
intelligence that he had juft received ; that an armed concourfe of thirty or forty thou- 
sand people were on their march from Paris. On this news the affembly refolved that the 
•prefident flxouid wait upon the king to obtain a pure and fimple acceptation of the 
articles of the conftitution ; and were already prepared to break up, when they were 

interrupted by the unwelcome and . formidable prefence of the infurgents. 

Thefe prefented" themfelves with loud cries .and imprecations at the doors. of the affem- 

bly, and threatened to force the guards that defended them. To avoid this dangerous 
*p;tremity, k was decreed by, a majority of voices to permit them to enter ; they imme- 

cliately greffed forwards in great numbers, and the benches were inftantly occupied by 

a crowd of women, diftained with duft and fwea.t, deaf to reafon, inflamed with liquor,. 

and infatiate of blood. •* 

Two men, who affumed the tone of authority, appeared at their head. The fir ft ad- 

dreffed the affembly, and. informed them that, they were come to Verfaflles- for bread; 

and money j and at the fame time to punifh the garde-du-corp&, who had mfulted 

the patriotic , cockade. That like good patriots, they had on their route taken away by 

force all the white and black cockades that they had met with j and, drawing one out 

of his pocket,, he concluded with obferving,." that he. would have the pleafureof tear- 
ing it to pieces in the, prefence of that afiembly." His affociate added, that they would- 
compel every .one to wear the national-cockade* A murmur ex> 
preffipn fpread itfelf through the affembly ; which only, produced from; the undaunted 
and lawlefs orator the exclamation c< what, are we not all brethren?" while the prefident* 
fenfible. of the danger which impended over him, condescended to anfwer in terms of 

the miideft expoftulation* , 

This lingular dialogue was interrupted by. the tumultuous cries of the women, wha 
demanded with menacing geftures, bread for themfelves, and for Paris. In vain did 
monfieur Mourner reprefent the conftant attention of the affembly to their diftrefs ; ia 
vain did he hold up the flattering profpeft of future relief, and intreat them to, retire in 
peace ; his promifes and felicitations were equally disregarded ; and the national affem- 
bly, drfmayed by the imperious voice of the infurgents, fought only to avert deftru&ior* 

by the moft degrading compliances.. 

The majority confirmed: again the decree refpetting the articles of the conftitution 
they appointed once more the prefident, accompanied by a deputation, to return to. the 
king to obtain not only his acceptation of thofe articles, but alfo his afliftance in relieving 
Paris, and allaying that fcarcity which threatened the moft fatal confequences :^ but at 
the moment that monfieur Mounier.rofe to depart, the women who furrounded him pro- 
claimed their intention of accompanying him. to the king,; and it was with the greateft 

difficulty they could prevail on them to limit their demand to fix of their number-. 
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* The pi&uire which this motly deputation prefented, and the embarrafments* which 
attended it, cannot be better defcribed than from the pen of the prefident himfelf ; cc we 
<c were/ 5 fays he, " on foot, expofed to the mud and a heavy rain. A crowd of the 
u inhabitants of Versailles lined on each fide the avenue that conduced to the caftle ; 
" the women of Paris were formed into different groupe, mingled with a certain number 
" of men, for the mo ft part covered with rags, their countenances fierce, their geftures 
" menacing, and raifing the moft fearful bowlings. They were armed with fufils,, and 
" old pikes, with hatchets, with ftaves guarded with iron, long pates, having at the end 
" the blades of fwords or knives. Small detachments of the garde-du-corps " formed 
" the patroles ; and paffed on full gallop, amidft the cries and'hifles of the populace. ' ' 
" We advanced/' continues monfieur Mounier ; " and another party of men armed 
"with pikes, hatchets, and ftaves, approached to efcort the deputation. The ftrange 
" and numerous train by which the deputies were followed, ; was miftaken for a crowd 
" of the infurgents. The garde-du-corps charged acrofs us. We were difperfed ia 
" the mud: we however rallied again, and proceeded towards the: caftle. We there 
cc found the garde-du-corps, a detachment of dragoons-* .the regiment of Flanders, .the 
" Swifs guards, the invalids, and the militia of Verfailles, ranged in ordqr of battle., 
" We made ourfelves known, and were received with refpetl ; we traverfed the lines ;^ 
" and it was with difficulty, that we could prevent rhe'erowd that had followed us from: 
" entering with us; but in the place of fix women, to whom I : had promifed admittance* 

* 4 - into the caftle, I was obliged to introduce twelve." 

It was half paft five, and a day the moft wet and dreary, had given place to a night 
the moft dark and inaufpicious ^ when the prefident of the national aflembly-, efcorted by. 

fifteen deputies, and twelve women of the dregs of Paris, entered into the royal pre- 

fence, and painted to his- majeft'y the diftrefs of his capital- The king anfwered in the 

language of fenfibility, and with every affurance of prompt and effectual fuccour. Satif. 

fied on this fubjeft, monfieur Mounier ftilKfolicited that fome hour might be appointed: 

to underftand his majefty's definitive ahfwer to the articles of the conftitution* . and* 

the rights of men and citizens.. The king named nine and ' retired to his cabinet to 

confult with his. minifters on the difficulties which prefented themfelves. It was riot till 
ten that this important deliberation was brought to a conclufion; monfieur Mounier, who 
had ftill remained in waitingj was then called in,, and' received from the hands of. the 
fovereign his acceptation -pure and fimple* 

But the triumph of the -prefident was of fliort duration; the multitude, whofefury. 
had been excited by the flings of hunger, felt themfelves but little interefted in the prof- 
pe£l of future freedom, and future laws, while the diftrefs of the prefent moment threat- 
ened inevitable deftru&ion. Famine ftill appeared before their eyes in its- moft hideous 
form. And monfieur Mounier' entered exulting into the faloon of- the affembly, and, 
announced* the acceptation of the king pure and fimple, he was interrupted by the cries 
. of : the populace " is it advantageous to us ? will it procure us bread ?" He was mourn- 
fully obliged to confefs that the power of the king extended not to this, and that it was 
from time only they could expe£t an effe&ual remedy to their diftrefs. 

Even the female deputies- who had accompanied monfieur Mounier, had reafon to regret 
the unexpected honour which - the voice of their comrades had. conferred upon them $ 

they had returned with the prefident and had announced the aufpicious^promifes of the 



4-6 m HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1783. 

fovereign ; but thefe were far: from fatisfying their impatient companions ; they threaten- 
ed them with punishment ; they accufed them of being corrupted ; and compelled them 
to return to the caftle, and to demand from the king that he would fubferibe his promife. 
Monfieur de St. Prieft, minifter of the home department. fucceedt;d in calming for a 
moment their angry fpirits. He condefcended to explain to .them the different meal u res 
that the king and the minift?rs had adopted for the fubfiftence of the capital; and he 
delivered to them a paper fignedby his majefty, in which he engaged for the moil fpeedy 
and effectual fuccours' 

i 

* While M. Mounier and the deputation awaited in the royal apartment the anfwer of the 
king, the court of Verfailles difpiayed a fcene of contufion and horror. The diforderly 
multitude that had accompanied the prefident to tKe caftle, had returned and repoffeffed 
themfelves of the faloon of the national affembly. The deputies beheld themf elves fur- 
i'ounded by a mixture of men and women, whofe infuirated vifages proclaimed their fell 
-difpofitions ; throughout the hall a thou fand voices demanded the fuppreffion of the 
garde-du-corps, or body-guard, the difmiflion of the regiment of Flanders; and the 

abolition of the parliaments. But thefe objefts of popular hatred were loft in the more 

general and importunate clamours for an abatement in the price of candles, of bread, and 

<)f meat. : . 

Daring-and licentious as the multitude appeared,, it was dill hoped that they would 
have defifted from the laft extremeties, and not ventured to have ftained the refidence 
of their fovereign with civil blood-. -But each compliance, inliead of extinguishing, 
•"•Teemed only to have added fuel to their rage. From the national affembly they had dire&ed 
their tumultuous fteps again to the caftle. .This was ftill in appearance protected by the 
garde- du-corps, the regiment of Flanders, and the nationaKguard of Verfailles. But the 
Tatter, who had fuffered equally with the Parifians from the general fcarcity, were foon 
feduced to join the party of the multitude ; nor was it long before the defection gained 
•thfe reginient of Flanders ; and the garde-du«corps beheld themfelves alone, and without 
^refource expdfed to the headlong torrent. - 

' It was- about feven o'clock: in the evening when the inhabitants of Verfailles were 
-ft aft led at firft by a feat tering, .and afterwards by a heavy but irregular difcharge- of 
'miifquetry. The objects of this fire were the guard- du-corps ; the marquis de Savon- 
•nieres, an officer in thdfe troops, had, iby th^ imprudent purfuit of one. of the national- 
guard of Verfailles, drawn upon them the hoftile.fury of the multitude j his temerity was 
feverely p'unHhed, for his arm was broken in two places, and he fell in the midft of \\h 
Tquadron, who, faithful to the orders of their fovereign, ftill* preferved their - ranks-, and 
-reftrained their own refentment. However imprudent the behavior of this corps at the 
Entertainment of the firft. of O&ober, and of which the violence which they experienced 
on this occafion was a confequence, their moderation in this trying crifis is deferving of 
-admiration ; but it failed of producing a like temper in their aflaiknts,. who taking adf- 

•vantage of their patient inactivity worried them on every fide. • ; 

The king was yet engaged in council on the declaration of right, and the articles of 
the conftuution, when he was apprifed of the danger which impended over his guards, 

•and anxious for their fafety, commanded them to retire to their hotel. This retreat was 
riot effe&ed without considerable hazard j and fome men, with federal horfcs, were 
feverely wounded. They had not long gained the (helter of their hotel, when Lewis, 
always irrefohite and indecifive, alarmed by the various reports which each moment grew 
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more formidable, furamoned to his defence once more his houfliold troops. They 
obeyed with alacrity, though not without experiencing the fame rifk and oppofition as 
before. They ranged themfelves in order of battle before the caftle ; and though fome 

were the victims of the repeated attacks of the multitude, they ftill difplayed the fame 
fteady but paffive conduct. At length the monarch, fcnfible that in that petition their 
deftruftion would be inevitable without contributing to his fecurity, gave orders for 
them to retire to Rambouillet, under the command of the duke de Guiche ; and only 
retained fome few whole duty it was to guard as feminels the royal apartments. 
• From the horrors which profaned Verfailles, the attention of the reader is recalled to 
the capital. Paris had in-deed vomired forth her needy and rapacious thoufands, impa- 
tient of reftraint, and greedy of plunder. But fhe was too deeply interefted in the 
fate of her monarch to njoice at their abfence ; and the loud and fanguinary menaces 
which they had breathed, too plainly proclaimed the excefles which they were capable 
of Soon after their tumultuous departure, the militia of Paris b::gan to affemble in 
the ftreets ; yet fcarce fenfible of their own intentions, they awaited the commanding 
voice of their leader, and every eye was anxioufly fixed on rhe marquis de la Fayette. 

That nobleman, by the free choice of his fellow-citizens and the fanclion of his 
fovereign, had attained to the dignity and authority of colonel- general of the militia 

of Paris* From the reputation he had hitherto enjoyed, vigilance and activity were 
at Lait to be expe&ed ; and from the military power vefted in his hands, and from 
the confidence which had been fondly attached to- his c ndu£t, he alone was capable 
of reftraining the blind fury of the populace. Yet whether from contempt or defign, 
he feemed to perfevere in lupine indifference ; we have already beheld with what inatten- 
tion he received the addrefs of the grenadiers ; and though their difpoution promifed 
confequences the mod fatal, yet no precautions were taken, no orders given, no polls 
occupied ; it appeared as if the marquis was willing to enhance the merit of his fervices, 
and to fuffer Verfailles to be reduced to the la ft extremities before he appeared to its 
lelief. 

At length when the marquis beheld feveral thoufands of the militia affembled, and 

was convinced that the force, which required him as a leader, was fufficient to look 
into fubmiflion, either the diforderly hoft of infurgents, or the fcanty band of regular 
troops, he prefented himfelf at the Hotel de Ville, and demanded permifBon of the 
commons to march to Verfailles ; this was immediately granted ,' and at four in the 
evening, about five hours after the fa&ious populace had quitted the capital, the mar- 
quis de la Fayette, at the head of eighteen thoufand men, dire&ed his tardy fteps 

towards Verfailles. 

It was ten at night before an aid-de-camp of the marquis announced to the king 
and the national aflembly the approach of the Parifian army. Their commander, (till 
more defirous of preferving forms, than of rapidly advancing to protect the wretched 
inhabitants, halted his army at a fmall diftance from the town, and adminiftered to his 
foldiers the oath to be faithful to the nation, to the law, and to the king. Fortified by 
this proof of allegiance, he next prefented himfelf to the national aflembly, and 
affured the prefident both of his awn pacific intentions and thofe of his followers, 

From the national affembly the marquis palled to the royal prefence ; where he held 
the fame language, and fo fully poffeffed his majefty of his fecurity, that the king 
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declined the prefence of the national reprefentatives, and contented himfelf with declaring* 
that it was his intention never to feparate himfelf from the feat of their councils. 

The deputies ftill however continued fitting, and v/ere employed in difcuffing the code J 
of criminal law, but their deliberations were interrupted by the frequent cries of the mul- 
titude for bread. At length the tempeft feemed to have exhaufted its force ; the crowd 
funk into a momentary filence ; the militia who had marched from Paris, benumbed with* 
cold and wet, fought flielter in the taverns, the ftables, and the courts of the different 
houfes ; they were liberally fupplied with liquor and provifions j and the marquis de la? 
Fayette, witnefs of their joy and abundance, again returned to the caftle and commu- 
nicated to the king the welcome tidings of public tranquillity. It was now about two*' 
o'clock in the morning, and his majefty, oppreffed by fatigue, prepared to retire to reft.** 
The marquis fatally impreffed by the deceitful quiet which prevailed, contented himfelfl. 
with placing a few fcattered fentinels, and haftened to rejoin the national affembly 
Though M. Mounier declared, that if any doubt remained he would ftill keep the deputies 
fitting, the marquis fo confidently allured him of his reliance on the attachment of his* 
©wn army, and reprefented fo favourably the tranquiilitv which then prevailed, that the* 
preffdent confented to difmifs the affembly, and refigned himfelf to fleep.; an example 
that was foon followed by the general himfelf. 

If therepofe of the marquis de la. Fayette was found and unalloyed, the il umbers o£ 
the infurgents were fhort and perturbed. Sleep feemed to have recruited their ftrengttt 
without allaying their turbulence. Before the break of day their difcordant cries and 
fanguinary menaces afforded a melancholy prefage of what might be expected from their" 
active fury : the name of the queen was mingled with their imperious demand of breads 
At length about fix in the morning the frantic crowd precipitated themfelves on the hotel? 
of the garde-du-corps 5 the thin remnant of the houfhold troops were incapable of ftenv^ 
ming the torrent ; the doors were forced ; fifteen of that corps were feized and dragged: 
forth amidft the multitude \ the reft effetted their efcape and fled towards the caftle, and* 
were purfued thither by their enemies whom hunger had now fharpened up to fher 
thirft of blood i thefe deluged with their numbers the courts of the royal refi- 
dence 5 two of the garde-du-corps . fell a viftim to their fury near the iron railing, ar 
third was flaughtered on the the . marble ftair cafe ; the fcattered fentinels placed by the 
marquis de la Fayette were inactive fpe&ators of the bloody fcene ; the houfhold troops 
that had efcaped the fir ft attack, in vain attempted to defend the interior of the palace j 
their feeble barrier was foon pierced by the infurgents, who now rufhed forwards to the 
apartments of the queen. 

The door of the royal chamber was defended by monfieur Miomandre, a garde-du- 
corps, whofe fidelity and refolution entitle him.to the applauding notice of hiftory while 
he heroically oppofed himfelf to thehoft of murderers already ftatned with the blood of 
his companions, he loudly called to her attendants to fave the queen. That princefs was 
inftantly awakened by her women, and by a private paffage was- conduced almoft naked 
to the apartment of the king ; the gallant Miomandre, fuftained repeated afiaults-, and 
ftemmed their terrible impetuofity until, fhe had obtained a place of fecurity ; he fell indeed 
covered with wounds, but his life was preferved by the goodnefs of his conftitution and 
the Ikill of his furgeons. • 

' ^ A fhortmoment before the multitude ruflied* towards the apartments of the queen, the 

king had been roufed from his fleep by "the accumulating tumult- The duke of . Luxenv 
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bourg had been affo awakened by- the fame caufe ; be now prefented himfelf in the chamber* 
of his fovereign, followed by the few gardes-d'u-corps that he could collett : round the 
ftandardof thefe, the ancient French guards ranged themfelves, arid joined in repelling 
the infurgents ; by degrees the crowd was compelled to retire into the lower courts, while' 
regular ports were eftabli(hed 5 and every precaution taken to fecure the caftie againft a 
fecond attack. 

* On the fir ft intelligence of thefe difaftrous events, the marquis dela Fayette had quitted 
his bed, and endeavoured to atone by his activity for his former credulity and negligence ; 
his fplendid promifes of fecurity were now converted into reproaches, and {name iucceeded' 
tomifplaced confidence : As he prefled with hafty fteps towards the caflle, he beheld on 
every fide the effe&s of his own imprudence ; molly groups of men and women, drunk* 
with fury, and liquor, armed with pikes and hatchets, arid bearing alofc as trophies the 
bleeding heads of the victims to their barbarity ; The national-guard of Paris rallied' at' 

the known voice of their commander'; they flew to his fupport,: arid their united efforts, 
wreftedfrom the populace feveral of the garde-du-corps, whofe fate had been deferred, to • 
render it more lingering and cruel \ a confiderable body of the national-guard were alfo] 
introduced into the caftie, and to footh the fury of the people, the king and queen, by- 
the advice of the marquis, appeared in an open balcony ; while the garde-du-corps were** 
prevailed on to contribute to the general tranquillity , by the humiliating meafure of. 
furrendering their arms and accoutrements. ' 

Yet thefe painful conceffions were far from fatisfying the multitude: The Parifians; 
conceived that plenty could only be fecured to the capital by the prefence of the' 
monarch ; they now demanded, with imperious cries, the removal of the royal family^ 
from Verfailles ; and the king, after a fhort deliberation, was compelled to acquiefce inS. 
their demand. 

• s 

Before his majefty had engaged in this laft promife, he hadexprefled a defife that the; 
deputies of the national afTembly fhould wait upon him at the caftie, and affift him with, 
their councils. Though the royal requeft was feconded by the eloquence of the prefident, v 
yet the majority confidered it as incorififtent with the dignity of the affembly ; they urged,* 
that their deliberations in the prefence of the fovereign would, wear the appearance of 
Gonftraint, and be fubjedt to the fufpicions of the people. ' A: deputation of thirty-fix. 
members were, however* alotted to wait on the king; and on the news that his ma- 
jefty intended to remove to Paris, that number was fwelled to an hundred, and was . 
appointed to accompany him to the capital; ' 

It was about one o'clock in the evening, when Eewis the Sixteenth, attended by the 
royal family, fet out from Verfailles ; and the order of the march prefented to the 
fpe&ator a fcene of horror that furpafTes defcription.. A crowd of frantic women, ftilL 
ftaggering under the debauch of the* preceding night, anditill ftained with the blood 
which they had wantonly -{hed, mounted on the horfes, fantaftically ornamented with? 
the hats and uniforms, and armed with the weapons of the houfhold troops j thefe were* 
furrounded with a hofi of men> the refufe of a vaft and luxurious capital ; two of which- 
with their arms naked and bloody, difplayed aloft on their pikes the heads of two of 
the gardes- du-corps, whom they had inhumanly maffacred. Behind were the furvivors, 

of; thofe unhappy gentlemen on foot, bare-headed v without arms, and fliuddering ; wit& 
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horror at the goary^vifages of their ill-fated comrades. The royal family themfelves 
followed, encompafied by the dragoons, the regiment <of Flanders, and the hand red 

Swifs ; continually expofed to theinfults of a licentious rabble, who inceffantly reproached 
them as the authors of that fcarcity which the hand of Providence had infilled. 

In this pifture the queen prefented an objeft as extraordinary as afle&iag; though 
youth and beauty naturally excite compaflion ; and though illuftrious futfercrs generally 
infpire j ity from the companion -of their former fplendour with their fallen'ftate . yet her 
fubjefts beheld her fituation with favage tranfportj they (till attributed to her the defign 
of attempting to ftarve them into lubjeftion by a fictitious famine ; and fo lively were 
the imprefilons of their own diftrefs, that their indignation precluded that fympathy which 
is rarely denied to the unfortunate great. -But the confolation, which the queen was not 

flowed to derive from the humanity of her people, fhe in fome meafure found in her 
own magnanimity. 

The confufed and tedious march from Versailles to Paris continued from one o'clock 
in the evening tillfeven, when his majefty and the royal family entered the capital, rather 
amidft the reproaches than the acclamations ot the inhabitants ; and the king, after having 
prefented himfelf at the Hotel de Ville, where he liftened to, an addrefs from monfieur 
Bailly, was afterwards with his royal confort, efcorted to the Tuilleries. 

The charafter of Lewis has been fometimes represented as weak and adolefcent, but in 
the courfe of the trying fcenes which follow we fhall find him to poflefs hot only a quick 
apprehenfion, but a ftrength of judgement which appears at variance with the feeble 
and wavering courfe of hispubiic and private meafures : — On this occasion when paffing 
up the (lairs of the Hotel, monfieur de la Fayette fuggefted that it might anfwer a falutary 
purpofe, if he were to allure the people himfelf, or authorife him to aflure them, that he 
meant to fix his future abode in i aris. cc 1 feel no objection." replied he, 46 to refide 
* c in Paris, hut as I have not yet formed any determination of that kind, I will not make 
<c any proniife which I am not determined to fulfil." 

Thus concluded the fixth of October, a day which will long remain memorable in 
the annals of France. Yet while we lament the horrors that diilinguilh it, candour mull 
admit that it was not the outrage of premeditation : — Devoid of defign and incapable 
of fyftem, the flings of hunger feem alone to have rouzed the populace to aftion ; to 
them the acceptation of the , declaration of rights, and the articles of. the constitution, 
were matters of indifference; famine was the objeft .of their terrors ; and amidft every 
attempt to footh them, the high price of bread was the fubjeft of their clamours ; to 
this were -added the irritating follies tranfafted at the entertainment of the garde-du- 
corps ; and the intended flighc of the king to Metz, a projeft which has fince been con- 
firmed by a letter written by count d'Eitaign to the queen, conjuring her to relinquidi 
the defign and pointing out its inevitable dangers. In fliort, much impatience on the 
part of the populace* and much negligence in thofe to whom the chief military power 
had been entrufted, combined to produce thofe rfifafirous events. 

This fatal infurreftion was however, attended with other circumftances not unworthy of 
obfervatioR. The removal of the k.ng to Paris was productive of many happy confe- 
quences ; the fufpicions of the king's intended flight, which had been rapidly circulated 
and fully credited, were now as prudently difbelieyed, and the royal party found fome 
Confolation in their difapointment by throwing the odium of raifirig a falfe report on 
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their opponents ; the confidence of the Parifians was now much more fixed than Hereto- 
fore, and that abundance and profufion which ufually follows courts had contributed to 
revive the appearance of plenty and mitigate the fufferings of the poor : and the markets 
were flocked by the conflux of provifions to the centre of the capital and court. 
■ The ariftocratic party however could not conceal their chagrin, it appeared unde 



er every 



effort of diffimulation and profFeffion of moderation; and in the Affembly their difap- 
pointment was particularly manifefted in the debater concerning the removal of the legis- 
lative body to Paris from Verfailles, which they obferved would annihilate the freedom 
of debate ; neverthelefs it was effected by a letter from the king to the prefident, and they 
refumed their fittings in the metropolis accordingly. 

the firmnefs with which the duke of Orleans had early 



We 



oppofed himfelf to the delpotifm of the throne. His repeated exiles from court, his 
adherence to the claims of the commons ; the large territorial facrifices he had v luntarily 
made; and the liberality with which he had applied his revenue to relieve the diftrefs of 
the capital, had attached to him the hearts of the people ; but at the fame time had ren- 
dered him equally obnoxious to the champions of arbitrary power, and thofe ambitious 
fpirits who hoped to rife by the favour of the multitude, and who found themfelves 

eclipfed by his fuperior rank, influence, and. liberality. Thefe infinuated that the name 
and popularity of the duke might be applied to purpofes the moft dangerous, by aiming at 
the crown ; and that prince, who had before given no infignificant proof of his forbear- 
ance, by declining the proffered honour of prefident of the national affembly, now 

' moderation,, by yielding to the wi flies of his fovereign, and 
:he court of St. James's, he withdrew himfelf from the eyes 



cftablilhed 

accepting a commiffion to 
of his partial countrymen. 

Anaddrefs was on this occafion publifhed by the commune of Paris, and circulated 
through all the provinces and communities of France, explaining the nature of rhe pro- 
ceedings .of that day, their loyalty and. attachment to the king, an inviolable obedience 1 
to the national affembly, and love of their country This addrefs, although it might 
have quieted fome, it by no means diminifhed the fears of a confiderable body both in? 
and out of the affembly, and haftened their removal. £ numberlefs paffports were daily 
folicired on various pretexts, and the roads to the frontiers difplayed in the fucceffion of 
fugitives, a melancholy indication of the defpair of the ariftocratic party. 
: About the fame time that the duke of Orleans withdrew to England, monfieur Mou- 
rner, comte Lally-Tollendal, and feveral other members of the national affembly, offended 
at the little attention that had lately been paid to their reprefentations, and defpairing of 
thefafety of. the veffel of the ftate, abandoned '. the Rations that had been affigned them^ 
and fought in Switzerland a fhelter from. the fury of the cempeft ; many others purfued 
a lels honourable courfe, by retiring to countries which were avowedly or covertlv hoftile 
to France, where they employed tKemfe.lves with indefatigable perfidy in exciting a ll 
Europe to war againft their native country, and thereby aggravating the animofities" juft 
then kindling, and. which ultimately fpread .into a flame that confumed the throne, their 
own hopes, and contributed more firmly to eftablifh the new order of things on a bafis 
that experience ' has proved : — 1 — *.u~ — ---j -rr — r t , . 

all the nations of Europe. * 



efforts of 
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Thefucceflbr of Lewisthe fourteenth and' fifteenth, conducted in abjett triumph to 

his capital by his victorious fubje&s, reduced to follow a frantic crowd, ftainedwith the 
blood and adorned with the fpoils of his guards ; to men entrufted with the power of 
nations, to thofe whofe ambitious defires are never fatisfied but in the defpotic fubje£tion 
of a people, whofe bofoms are never penetrated by the miferies inflicted by vvarand luxuri- 
ous profufion, and who never calculate upon the danger and the injuftice of confirming 
the great body of a nation in ignorance, — prefents no common leffon on the inftability 
of human grandeur. While the fituation of his minifter offers to reflection the fond 
prefumption of men who attempt to fteer a middle courfe between the oppreffors and the 

oppreffed, in great national convulfions. 

We' have already beheld monfieur Necker recalled from exile by the general voice of 
France ; afcend but a few weeks, we behold him crowned with laurels, and adored as the 
irreproachable minifter, the guardian genius of the nation. But he was now doomed 
with his fovereign to experience the mutability of favour, and of fortune ; as long as; 
the welfare of the ftate feemed to depend folely on loans, banks, and pecuniary negoci- 
ations, he flood aloof from his rivals, and appeared to guide the helm* of empire with, 
no unfteady hand. But no fooner was the veffel launched upon the ocean of opinion*, 
no fooner had the principles of civil liberty taken poffeflion of that place in the national 
mind which had been before folely engroffed in deviling expedients to obviate prefent dif- 
ficulties, than the talents and activity of the minifter fhrunk beneath this new combuftioi* 
of the elements. Difmay and defpair fucceeded to hope and confidence ; he heard with 
horror the bowlings of the tempeft j and filently abandoned his ftation to more experi- 
enced or more adventurous pilots. The plaudits of the crowd were no more \ that laft 
and higheft gratification of vanity was extinguifhed, and though he continued to ftand 
apparently at the head of the finances, his plans were confident d as calculated rather ta 
temporize with and perpetuate the national grievances than to relieve them, and therefore- 
rarely adopted, andhis reprefentations were heard either with cold indifference or fufpicibn- 

The fir ft meafure of the king, on his arrival at Paris, was to iffue a proclamation? 
to allay the doubts and fears of the provinces, and to reprefent his departure from 

Verfailles, rather as his own voluntary choice, than the effect of conftraiht. He flat- 
ted, that he had with confidence fixed his refidence in the capital, the inhabitants of" 
■which he was affured would never join in any attempt to reftrain the liberty of their 

fovereign ; and he added, that as foon as the national affembty (hall have terminated 
the grand objeft of their labours, the re-eftablifliment of the public welfare ; that thei* 
he would execute the plan that he had long conceived, and vifit, without pomp, the 
different provinces of the kingdom, to prove by his prefence that all his people were? 
equally dear to him. 

This proclamation was immediately followed by a fecond from the national affembly,, 
in which it was declared, that though liberty was the fource of profperity to empires, 
yet licence was fubverfive of their power and grandeur ; that ' although, during the* 
hour of tranquillity, the execution of the laws might be enforced without any extraor- 
dinary exertion of the public authority, yet in cafes of particular emergency, particular 
expedients muft be reforted to ; that impreffed with thefe confiderations, and defirous 
of preferring the tranquillity of France, the national affembly had thought proper to 
form a code of martial law; by this code all municipal officers, in inftances of civil 
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commotion, were authorized to employ military force, and were to be accountable for 

not ufing the means that they were thus entrufted with. That the national-guard, the 
regular troops, and the marechauffee, were inftru&ed to march at the requifition of the 
municipal officers, but were (till to be accompanied by one of the latter ; and that on 
the crowd not retiring, on being thrice warned by the civil magiftrate, it was then 
lawful for him to have recourfe to the military, who were commanded to execute his 
orders. 

From the moment the king had fixed his refidence at Paris, the national affembly, 
now removed to the capital, feemed to have engroffed all authority, while the power 
of the fovereign was reduced to a vain and empty (hadow. Decree followed decree 
with a rapidity that aftonifhed the members themfelves ; but with whatever fuccefs 
their regulations to reftore order might be attended, the (late of the finances, and the 
fatal deficit (till prefented difficulties the moil ferious and formidable; that deficit had 
been dated in May, 1789, by monfieur Necker, at fifty-fix millions of livr.es, and was 
now fwelled by the fuppreffion of the duty on fait, and the deficiencies in the cufloms 
and excife, to an enormous amount. The two privileged orders were already fubje&ed, 
in common with their fellow-citizens, to the taxes from which they had been formerly 
exempted ; but this promifed only a fcanty and tardy fupply ; the public neceffities were 
great and urgent ; and the eyes of the affembly were turned to the property of the church, 
as the fole effectual refource. 

The affluence of the ecclefiaftical order had been feverety wounded by the abolition of 
tythes ; but though their power was confiderably impaired by that regulation, their pof- 
feflions were flill an immenfe fource of wealth and influence ; and held out a moft alluring 
temptation to the new government, equally anxious to diminifli the public burdens, and 
to deprefs an order to whofe interefts their very exiftence was hoftile, whofe connexion as 
a body and whofe peculiar, fun&ions rendered their oppofition to any fpecies of reform 
formidable, and in whofe profeffions they could not cordially confide. They were ftimula- 
ted by the powerful motives of humbling their enemies and eftablifhing their own authority 
and the clergy were not blind or indifferent to the danger that menaced them ; to avert it, 
they offered by the archbifhop of Aix, a contribution of four hundred millions of livres, 

or near feventefen millions fterling, provided they might be permitted to enjoy their re- 
venues in peace. 

This propofal only ferved to confirm the affembly in the idea they had entertained of . 
the value of the propofed fpoil. In the compte rendu of monfieur Necker the poffeffions 
of the church had been ftated at five millions fterling of revenue ; but as this calculation 
was drawn from the returns of the poffeffors, they were, as had been furmifed, found to 
immenfely exceed that eftimation. 

Impreffed with the importance of fuch an acquifition, under the encreafing exigencies 
of the nation, on the tenth of October, Talleyrand-Perigord, bifliopof Autun, afcended 
the tribune, and after expatiating on the ftate of the finances and the national neceffities, 
with a difintereftednefs that charmed and aftonifhed the aflembly, and with a boldnefe 
that for a moment confounded thofe who were predifpofed to oppofition, pointed out the 
magnitude of the refource in the poffeffions of the clergy, which he afferted belonged of 
right to the nation, and were at the difpofal of the affembly ; that all finecures ought to * 

be fuppreffed, and that the only right the clergy poffeffed in the revenues of the church 
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was Hmitted to a decent fubfiftence. He eftimated the annual revenue of the church at 
one hundred and fifty million of livres, two-thirds of which he propofed to appropriate 
to religious worlhip, and the other nfty millions to the public fervice. He concluded his 
proportion with remarking, that by a vigorous exertion, the fum to be thus acquired 
would redeem the heavy and flavifh tax on fair, and the odious revenue obtained by the 
fale of offices. Such a propofirion, from an ecclefialtu - , and one whofe appointments at 
the time were very confiderable, and whofe talents and rank held out to him the moft 
brilliant profpe&s in the ecclefiaftical carreer, omld not fail of producing admiration and 

making a confiderable impreflion in favour of the meafure : the fpeech was ordered to 
be printed. 

Menwhile the fubjeft was difcuffed by Meffrs. Thouret, Garat, Mirabeau, Barnave, 
Gouttes, and Dillon, infupport of the bifhop of Au un's propofirion ; it was oppofed by 
the archbifhop of Aix, Mirabeau the younger, and the abbes* Montefquiou, d 5 Ay mar, 
and Mauri. By the latter it was maintained, that the property of the church was 
abfolute and co-ordinate with fociety, which if violated would operate to the diffolution 
of property, and of fociety itfelf, and t :e return of .diforder and a ftate of nature ; that 
the eftates were never hell by the. nation; th it the titles of the clergy were as well 
eftablifhed as thofe of any private citizens, and by the fame authorities ; . that a part was 
obtained by bequefl and the reft by the frugality and economy of the clergy ; and that 
the arguments employed againft them were drawn from dark and abftraft metaphyfical 
fubtleties, in oppofition to common fenfe, the evidence of hiftory, and the univerfal 
practice of nations. By their opponents it was aflerted, that the title was defective 



in the clergy, becaufe they could not alienate by gift or fale ; that the church pofleffions 



really confi fled of three defcriptions of acquifnion, thofe beftowed by the kings, by cor 
prorations, and by individuals ; that the foundations by the kings couTd*i>e -made only on 

the part of the nation,, and were in fa & either a difmernberment of the ftate or an appro- 
priation for its fervice, in either of which cafes the authority over them was clear ; thofe 
of aggregate bodies were in the fame predicament ; with regard to the donations of indi- 
viduals, waving the point of utility, they refted upon the queftion — What is property in 
fociety ? It is a right given by the laws to poffefs exciufively what in a ftate of nature 

vtould be common property ; and on the principle of the fupreme law, that the good of 
the whole fupercedes the unnecefiary or pernicious claims of a few, placed the matter at 
a-.fimple ilTue, by deciding whether the intention of religious inftruftioh was not perverted 
by thofe worldl inftiturions, and their enormous poflefiions a burden and an evil to focietv ; 
that benevolent intentions were always refpe&able, but that the intentions of donors fhould 
not be fet up againft juftice, nor their ignorance or fuperftition operate to bind pofterity 
in perpetual error ; that foundations multiplied by vanity for the nurture of idlenefs, were 
gri vances ; but that fpecies which for ever accumulates were alfo prepofterous, fince they 
would in time abforb the whole pr operty of the nation ; as for inftance, if every individual 
were to have a fepulchre, there would in time arife a neceflity from the very nature of the 
abufe, of overthrowing fome of the monuments to make room for others. 

But it was not till the fecond of November, after a long and ftrenuous debate, hrwhich 
the abbe Mauri fignalized his eloquence in defending the interefts of his order, that the 

affembly decreed^ that ail ecclefiaftical property was at the difpofal of the nation j fub- 
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jeft to the charge of providing, in a proper manner, for the expenee of divine ^orfhip 

the fupport of the minifters of the church, and the relief of the poor, under th6 
infpe&ion and according to the inftru&ions of the" different provinces. . 

That in the future difpofition which fhould be made for the fupport of the minifters 
-of religion, not lefs than twelve hundred livres of income fhould be affigned to anv 
curacy, without including the houfe and gardens dependent on it. 

This was foon followed by a proclamation from the king, dating that his majefty, 
:at the requeft of the national affembly, had thought proper to fufpend the nominations 
to all benefices, with the fole exception of curacies and commanded all tribunals* 
.adminiftrative bodies, and municipalities, to make known this ordinance, and to re- 
fpeft it as the eftablifhed law of the kingdom. 

Though thefe regulations took place towards the clofe of the year eighty-nine, yet 
it was not till the enfuing year was far advanced, that the fate of the clergy was finally 
•-determined ; each motion was productive of a frelh and vigorous debate ; and the 
.oppofirion of the abbe Mauri, though ufelefs to his order, was highly honourable to 
.himfelf. 

Perhaps it will not be difpleafing to the reader, if, abandoning the chronological 
order we have hitherto generally purlued, we prefent him at once with a view of different 
.regulations which were adopted on this important object. 

. A. D. 1790.] In February 1790, all poffeffors of benefices, or of penfions on 
benefices, were enjoined to declare before the muncipality of the city which they 
inhabited, or were neareft to, the number, the title, and the fituation of the benefices 
that they poffeffed, as well as of all penfions which they enjoyed ; under the penalty 
*)f forfeiting thofe benefices and penfions which they omitted to fpeciiy. ' ' • 

At the fame . time it was declared, till other future redu&ions more considerable 
could be made, that in every order throughout the different municipalities of the king- 
dom, one religious houfe, where there exifted two, fhould be fuppreffed ; two in every 
.municipality where there exifted. three ; and three where there exifted four:; and on the 
.thirteenth of the fame month a decree of the national affembly prohibited in future all 
monadic vows in either fex. 

■ r - 

On the twenty -fixth the penfions of the * religious who ftio.uld chufe to quit their 
houfes, were regulated by the national affembly- In the mendicant orders, thofe under 
zjfifty years of age were affigned feven hundred livres ; ' thofe above fifty, and 'under fev- 
enty, eight hundred livres ; and thofe above feventy one thoufand livres In the other 

Teligious orders, . the members under fifty were alotted nine hundred livres ; thofe above 
jfifty. and under feventy, one thoufand livres ; and thofe above feventy, twelve hundred 
livres ; thofe religious who were- formerly .known by the celebrated name of Jefuits^ and 
who ftill refided in France, but poffeffed not any benefice, or penfion from the ftate, a 
ium .equal to that affigned to the other religious of the fame age, were included in this 

. regulation. . * 
The lay brethren, who had entered into folemn vows, and thofe who could prove an 
engagement formally contracted between themfelves and their monaftery, were to receive 
on quitting their. houfes, thnee" hundred livres per annum, if they were under fifty years 

of age ,: four hundred livres if above :fiity, and under feventy ; and five hundred 1 ivres if 



above feventy. 
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In March following it was decreed, that the religious who fliould prefer refidingin thofe 
houfes which fhould be appointed for them, fliould enjoy penfions proportioned to their 
age, and in every refpeft conformable to the penfions which had been affigned fc to thole 
who had quitted their houfes. 

In expofing to fale the mafs of ecclefiaftical property, not only the maintenance of 
individuals was to be provided for, but the claims of the private creditors were to be ref- 
pected. The eftates of the church were burdened with very confiderable debts. Thefe 
were Hated by the committee of finances at one hundred and forty millions, four hun- 
dred thoufand livres, or upwards of fix millions two hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 
In March the national affembly had decreed the alienation of ecclefiaftical lands to the 
amount of four hundred millions of livres, or about feventeen millions fterling, to the 
different municipalities of the kingdom ; in the April following, they refolved that thefe 
lands fliould be confidered free from every mortgage or debt ; that the' creditors fiiould 
on no account oppofe the fale of them ; but at the lame time they declared the creditors of 

the clergy the creditors of the ftate j and pledged the public faith for the pun&ual pay- 
ment of the principal and intereft. 

No* fooner had the national affembly relieved the fears of the creditors of the church,, 
than they prepared to extinguifh the hopes of the clergy by alotting thofe ftipends which 
were hereafter to bound their expectations- Thefe were fixed finally in June ; and were 
rather proportioned to the wants of the church in its primeval fimplicity, than fuited to 
the pompous religious eftablifliment of the Romilh church and a magneficent empire. The 
bifhops and. the dignified clergy were reduced in general to lefs than one fourth of their 
former income. Of the parochial clergy or curates, thofe of Paris were afligned fix thou- 
fand livres ; in towns where the population exceeded fifty thoufand fouls, four thoufand 
livres ] in thofe where the numbers extended from ten thoufand to fifty thcufand, three 
thoufand livres ; where under ten thoufand and above three thoufand, the falary was 
limited to two thoufand four hundred livres ; in all towns under three thoufand fouls, 
two thoufand livres j and in the country from eighteen hundred down to twelve hundred 
livres, according to the different degrees of population. 

The income of vicars was alfo determined from two thoufand four hundred to fevea 
hundred livres, according to their rank in, the church, and the population of their 

parifhes. 

Refolutions which for ever extinguifhed the fplendor of the gallican hierarchy and the 
influence of tire church, and reduced to a bare fubfiftence an order fo formidable from 

its wealth, its numbers, and its power over the prejudices of the great mafs of the poor 9 

could not fail of being canvaffed with freedom ; but the voice of the nation was heard 
in deep folemn reverberations, while the murmurs of the ecclefiaftical body were fcarcely 

heard but in thefilent receffes of the cloifter, in melancholy echoes beneath the vacant 

arches of Gothic magnifiecence, or in the fierce rage and evanenfeent fcreams of defpair- 

ing fanaticifm. . : 

The national affembly were not fo entirely occupied in providing for the neceffities o& 
the ftate, by the fpoils of their irreconcileable enemies, as to- negleft the.meafures necef 
fary for the future election of national reprefentatives. To facilitate this the affembly 
proceeded to the perfeft eftablifliment of the conftitution on a new territorial divifion of 

the kingdom j the ancient provinces were already morally defund j their exclufive pri- 
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vileges and jurifdiftions were annihilated, by the operation of preceding decrees ; their ex- 
tent and limit originally fettled by chance or caprice, without any regard to convenience or 
utility, ferved only to. preferve the remains of feudal ideas j each province had poffeffed 
befide what were termed peculiar rights, peculiar laws, and formed iri itfelf a petty 
ibvereignty, with its parliament, metropolis, and jurifdiftion ; a government fo multiform 
was neceffarily perplexed, .and productive of diforder and abufes in the affairs of revenue^ 
as well as of jurifprudence ; befide this radical divilion of the provinces, there were other 
fantaftical and irregular arrangements in the civil, military, and ecclefiaftical adminiftra- 
lion, which contributed to the confufion ; it was divided into governments according to 
the military order; into diocefes according to the ecclefiaftical, and in the judicial order 
into bailiwicks and fenefchalities ; and all thefe divifions without regularity, conformity, 
or defitm. 

The projeft of the committee appointed to report upon this fubjeft was prefented on 
the twenty-fecond.of September, 1789; and another plan by M. Thouret on the fecond 

of November, and others were offered by Mirabeau, Bengy de Puyvale, and Galland, but 
that of the abbe Sieyes, equally admired for its ingenuity, accuracy, and the induftry 

with which it was completed, was preferred to all the others, and was adopted by a decree . 
palled the twenty-fecond of December, and referred to a committee, who finally reported , 
it on the ninth, and it became a law on the fifteenth of January, 1790. 

The reprefentation was by this arrangement eftablifhed upon a combination of "three 
fimple elements, territory, population, and public contribution ;. France was divided into 
eighty-three departments ; each of thefe into diftrifts, not fewer than three nor more 
than nine ; the di drifts into cantons of four French Jeagues fqttare ; in each department 
and in each diftrift there was to be a chief place, or town, where the adminiftrative 
afTembly of the department or diftrift officiate ; the eleftoral affemblies of each depart- 
ment to fit alternately in the chief places of their feveral diftrifts. 

The legiflative government proceeds by primary affemblies, eleftoral affemblies, and 
a national affembly ; the adminiftrative and executive government, by municipalities, 
affemblies of dillrifts, affemblies of departments, and the king ; thus the two great 
functions of government were kept di din ft in their operation, though originating from 
one common fource, the choice of the people. . 

All voters in a canton, or primary affembly, were to contribute to the public fervice 
the value of three days labour ; but this was not to exceed twenty fous, or ten pence 
fterling for one day, or two (hillings and fix pence altogether ; they chufe the members 

of the eleftoral affemblies, the judges of the canton, and their bithops and other clergy : 

the perfons returned in fixed proportions were called eleftoral affemblies, whofe qualifi- 
cation was an annual contribution of ten days labour, and they eleft the members of the 

national affembly, the bifhops of departments, and other officers ; the number of the 
reprefentatives to be equal to the number of the departments multiplied by .nine, and the 
qualification of the member to be an annual contribution equal to a mark of filver, or. 
about forty. two (hillings fterling, and to poffefs befide fome landed property.* 

In the intervals of thefe momentous difcuflions, the affembly formally abolifhed lettres 
de cachet, arbitrary imprifonment, and appointed a committee to enquire into the ftate 
of the prifons, and the offences of perfons detained in cuftody : they abolifned dirtinftions 
of drefs of .the different orders in the affembly, and -decreed that none of their own 

?. For the detail of this wnftitution fee Appendix No» L 
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members (hold poflfefs peculiar immunities ; and in particular they difclaimed the privilege 

of franking letters. On the third of November the provincial parliaments were fufpended 
from all their functions ; and on the fifth the final, blow was given to the hoary errors 
of the feudal fyftem, and the fa&itious diftinctions of barbarous pride, by the total abro- 
gation of all titles and heraldic emblems. 
. The diforders that had prevailed in various places, and the approaching completion of 
- the regeneration of government, induced the king to attend in the affernbiy on the fourth of 
February, where he entreated them to ftem the prevailing commotions and to perfeft the 
great objefts of their labours, afluring them of his hearty concert in promoting the hap- 

pinefs or the nation: this fpeech was ordered to be j printed and circulated through the 

departments on the twenty-third of February, the royal party thinking it neceflary as a 
companion tothe fecond addrefs of the aflembly to the nation, which had been decreed 
on the eleventh of the fame month. The addrefs may be confidered as an authentic 
juftification of the meafures hitherto purfued, and their appeal to the public tribunal ; 

as fuch it deferves no inconfiderable (hare of attention. 

The addrefs ftated, at the fame time that the national aflembly received fuch numerous 
marks of approbation and congratulation from the various provinces and cities of the 
kingdom, they could not but be fenfible of the interefted murmurs which had been 

excited by meafures adopted for the fuppreffion of abufes and the extinction of preju- 
dices- That they confidered it as their duty vigilantly to guard again ft thefe murmurs, 
left the propagation of them (hould alienate the minds of the people from their reprefen- 
tatives; the effedls of thofe labours, and the object of thofe views, they proceeded to 
delineate. 

They aflerted that the national aflembly, in the midft of tempefts, had traced with 
a firm hand the principles of a conftitution, which fecured for ever the freedom of the 
people. That they had eftablifhed the rights of men, forgotten and inlulted for fo many 
ages.. That they had reftored to the nation the prerogative of taxing themfelves ; while 
they had preferved the principles of the monarchy in pronouncing the fovereign invioia- 

jble, and the throne hereditary. 

That thofe orders, whofe antique pretenfions were the objects of fo much jealoufy^ 
' were now loft in the general name of the citizens ; and that an army folely compofed 
t of citizens ; aflembled by parriotifm, anci infpired by honour, watched over the fafety, 

and were a&ive to reftore the tranquillity of the ftate. 

That the feudal fyftem, fo long obnoxious, was abolifhed ; that the provinces were 

.delivered from a vexatious adminiftration of juftice ; that all arbitrary diftinftrons " were 
annihilated ; and that the national aflembly-, by the new divifion of France, had effaced 
* the laft traces of prejudice, and inftituted, inftead of a narrow attachment to a particular 
province, a love for the kingdom in general. 

The abolition of a venal magiftracy, and the reform of the crimnal code, were long 
and loudly demanded ; thefe demands have been complied with i to this may be added, 
vexatious taxes repealed, immoderate penfions reduced, and an unremitting, attention to 
, the finances, which promifes the moft effectual relief to their diftrefs. 

" Behold, Frenchmen, our work, or rather your own ; for we are only your inftru- 
6C ments > it is you who have enlightened, encouraged, and fupported us through our 
. cC labours 5 to what, an happy epoch are we already arrived ; % what an honourable inhere 
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tance may you bequeath to your pofterity ; all raifed to the rank of citizens, ad- 

" miffable to all employments, equal in the eyes of the law, free to aft, to {peak, 
<c and to write, independent of the will of any man, and only owing obedience to 
" the common authority : what condition can be more enviable ? Is there a fingle 
" citizen, worthy of that name, who dares look backwards, who would remove the 
* c ruins, with which we are furrounded, to reftore the ancient edifice? 

{ 



" But we have deftroyed every thing ! we have afted with too much precipitation 
cc exclaim our enemies ! It was indeed neceffary to rebuild every thing ; and are thofe, 

who accufe our precipitation, ignorant, that tardy and indecifive fteps have never led 

" to any effe&ual reform ; and that the abufe which is permitted to remain, becomes 

" foon the fupport and reftorer of thofe which we flatter ourfelves with having extin- 
€c guiflied. 



But our affemblies *re tumultuous ! Of what confequence is this, if our decrees are 
€c prudeut ? We are accufed of afpiring to chimerical perfection ? Ridiculous reproach ; 



cc 



cc 



cc 
cc 



which it is eafy to perceive is only a latent wilh to perpetuate abufes ; but it is impoffi- 
ble~, it has been faid, to regenerate a nation old and corrupted ! It is neceffary only to 
anfwer, that thofe only are corrupted who would perpetuate corrupt abufes ; and that 

a nation is reftored from the day that it is refolute to be born again to freedom I 
* c Behold the new generation! How already their hearts palpitate with joy and hope ! 
How pure, noble, and patriotic, are their fentiments ! With what enthufiafm they 
each day contend for the honour of being admitted to take the oath of citizen! But 
wherefore reply to a reproach fo defpicable ? Is the national affembly reduced to juftify 
66 itlelf for not having defpaired of the people of France ? 

" We have done nothing for the people ; they have dared to affert ! and yet the caufe 
cc of the people is every where triumphant. Nothing done for the people ! Has not 
every abufe that has been deftroyed, prepared, or affured their relief j or was there 
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cc 
cc 
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cc fingle abufe which did not in its confequence prefs upon them ? 




ut they complained not ! the excefs of their grief.. ftifled their cries. They are now 
miferable ! Rather fay that they are yet miferable ; but they Iha 1 not remain fo long. 
" We have deftroyed the executive power ! No: call it the minifterial power ; and 
it is that power which has often degraded, and would have deftroyed the executive. 
The executive power we have enlightened by pointing out its rights j and we 

have rendered it more noble, by obliging it to reafcend to the fource of its au- 
thority, the authority of the people. But it is without force. Againft the conftiru- 

tion and the law, this is true ; but in fupport of them it will be more effe&ual than 
c6 ever it was. 



cc 



cc 



cc 
cc 



.cc 



cc The people are in arms ! Yes, for their defence ; and it was neceffary. But in 
cc various places, a long train of diforders have been the refult. — And can they re- 
^ proach the national affembly with this! Can they impute to them difafters at 
" which they ftill fhudder, and which they endeavoured to prevent by repeated 

" decrees ? 

" We have exceeded our powers ! The anfwer is fimple- Undoubtedly we were 
u convened to frame a conftitution ; that was the wifh, that was the object of all 
<c Trance. Was it poflible to create the conftitution, or form a body imperfect as it is, 
cc of conftitutional decrees, without thofe powers which we have exercifed? Let us go 
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further ; without the national affembly France was loft ; without that , principle 
which fubmits every thing to a majority of free voices, and which has made all our 
decrees, it was impoflible to conceive a national affembly ; it is impoflible to con- 
ceive, we will not fay a conftitution, but even the hope of irrevocably deftroying the 
fmaileft abufe. This principle is an eternal truth ; it has been acknowledged through- 
out all France ; it is to be found in a thoufand fhapes in thofe numerous addreffes of 
attachment, which have encountered on all the roads the crowd of libels, in which 
we are reproached with having exceeded our powers. Thofe addreffes, thofe con- 
gratulations, thofe homages, thofe patriotic oaths ; what a confirmation do they not 
afford of thofe powers which our accufers would difpute. 



c - Such are the reproaches, Frenchmen, which your reprefentatives are fubjefted to 
" in'thofe numerous and crimnal publications which affett to proclaim the grief of our 
<c fellow-citizens. But in vain do our enemies flatter themfelves with the hope of dif- 
cc couraging us; our ardour redoubles, and it will not be long before you will be 
« fenfible of the effefts of it." 

From the language of the vindication the national affembly proceed to hold out the 
future bleffmgs of an army compofed of citizens, a feries of taxes which fhould refpeft 
agriculture and induftry, a clergy equally ftrangers to poverty and riches, a code of 
criminal laws dictated by reafon, by juftice, and humanity, a code of civil law entrufted 
to judges chofen by the fuffrages of the people ; and a fyftem of national education and 
Inftruclion, which fhould place the conftitution under the fafeguar4 of the rifmg genera- 
tion. " Behold, Frenchmen," continue they, cc the profpeft of happinefs and glory 
Avhich opens to your view ! Some fleps yet remain ; and thence the afperfions of the 
enemies of the revolution^ who there hope to find you vulnerable. Guard againft 
that impetuous vivacity fo natural to you ; dread every kind of violence, fince diforder 
may become fatal to liberty. Liberty is dear to you — you are in poffeflion of it — fhew 
yourfelves worthy of it ; attend faithfully to the letter and fpirit of the decrees of your 
reprefentatives, accepted or fan&ioned by the king. Bear in mind the three facred 
words which guard thefe decrees, the nation, the law, the king. The nation, chat is- 
yourfelves j the law, that is the free emanation of your will ; the king, that is the guar- 
dian of the law. Whatever falfe reports may be induflrioufly propagated, confide fteadily 
in this union. Tt was the king they formerly deceived, now it is you, and the fenfibility of 
the king is aftll&ed by their fuccefs: he wifhes to preferve his people from the arts of thofe 
deceivers whom he has driven from his throne, and from whom he will guard the cradle 
of his fon ; for he has declared in the midft of your reprefentatives, that he will make 
the heir of the crown the guardian of the conftitution. 

" As for us, purfuing our incefiant. labours, devoted, confecrated to the completion 
of the conftitution, your work as well as ours, we fhall terminate it, aided by all the light 
of France, and overcome all obftacles. Satisfied in our own confcience, convinced, and 
already happy in your approaching felicity, we will place in your hands this facr. d depo- 
fitof the conftitution under the proteftion of new virtues, the feeds of which, inherent in 
your hearts, have burft forth and bloomed with the firft dawn of liberty." 

Whatever advantages the national affembly might expeft to derive from this addrefs, 
they neglected not to avail themfelves of every favourable occafion to promote the prof- 

.perity of the nation* The fcanty pay of the army had long, been afubjeft of juft com- 
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plaint/ and the foldiery looked up with confidence/ for relief from a diftrefs which was 
rendered doubly intolerable by the exa&ions of their officers. The national affembly 
were neither infenfible to their mifery nor indifferent to the opportunity that offered of 
teftifying to that fidelity to their country which they had already proved, as well as to fecure 
the attachment of fo formidable a body. In June a decree i 1 * 

pay about one-fourth, and a fubfequent decree extended it to th 
Though the fortitude and vigilance of the national affembly 
ferted them, yet both were fcarce fufficient to repel or elude the various difficulties which 
each hour prefented. A difpute refpetting the right of fifhery on the coaft of America 



the marine. 

feem never to have de- 



threatened 



Madrid 



was 



their warlike preparations with rival diligence ; and the king of France, who confidered 
himfelf bound by the family-compa& to fupport the pretenfions of the kindred throne cf 
Spain, and amidft the armaments of his neighbours to protett the commeerce of his 
fubjefts from infult, demanded by his minifters, of the national affembly, thefupplies, 
neceffary for equipping fourteen fail of the line. 

The meffage of the fovereign, although immediately complied with, 
of confequences the mo ft important to the conftitution. In the unfettled ; ftate of 
public affairs, the national affembly could not be infenfible to the numerous embaraff- 
ments with which a war muft have been attended. The expences of it could not but 
prefs heavy on a people who had been taught to expett the daily diminution of their 
burdens; the difcontent of the majority of the nobility was deep and undifguifed ; 
their fituatibn called them to military command ; thefoldiers, it was true, had hitherto 
difplayed the mod* generous ardour in the defence of the new government ; but when 
once affembled in a camp, their officers might regain their former afcendancy : and , 
thofe arms which had been provided againft the foreign enemies of France, might be 
employed to fubvert her conftinution. The example of the revolution was an objeft of 
terror to every defpotic power ; the king of Spain, it was prefumed, could not behold 
the depreffion of the royal prerogative of the Houfe of Bourbon without fecret indigna- 
tion; the intrigues of the baron de Breteuil, who had always poffeffed- the confidence 
of the queen, were fuppofed to have extended to the court of Madrid ; and it was 

well known that the ariftocratical party, regarded an approaching war with hope and 
' exultation. 

Thefe united confiderations fuggefted to the national affembly the danger of leaving in 
the hands of the fovereign the uncontrouled right of peace and war. It was urged indeed 
that this right could not with any propriety be feparated from the executive power; and 
the count de Mirabeau, who had hitherto appeared the moft zealous champion of the. 
pretenfions of the people, fupported with his elequence on this occafion the preroga* 
tive of the crown. It was in vain that he urged, that the executive power confifted in 
the right of employing the public force ; " and what," demanded he, " is war, but 
" the application of that force ?" His arguments, generally fuccefsful, were oppofed by 

the fears and jealoufies of the people ; it was afferted that the fubje£ts in almoft every 
. war had been the victims of the caprice and ambition of the fovereign and his minifters ; 
and that the profperity of the empire had been continually facrificed to the luft of tran- 

fient conquefts, t or the vain acquifition of barren laurels. France ftill groaned under the. 

victories of Lewis the Fourteenth ; and every triumph ferved only to augment the debt*. 

and encreafe the mifery of the nation. 
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Though the debate was long and vigorbufly continued, the triumph of the popular 

party was complete ; it was decreed that the right of peace and war belonged to the 
nation, and that war could not be declared but by a decree of the national affembly* 
originating in a meffage from the king, and fan&ioned by him. That the care to watch 
over the external fecurity of the kingdom, and to maintain its rights and poffeflions, 
was delegated to the king by the conflitution ; that to him were entrufted all foreign 
correfpohdence ; the conduft of political nogociations ; the choice of agents ; the pre- 
paration of a war eftablifhment, proportioned to that of the neighbouring ftates ; the 
diftribution of forces both by land and fea, and the direction of them in cafe of aftual 

hoftilities. 

But at the fame time it was provided, on the appearance or commencement of war, 
either in fupport of an ally, or in defence of the nation, that the king fhould com- 
municate without delay to the legiflative body the caufes and motives of hoftilities ; 
and if that body fhould happen not to be fitting, that his majefty fhould immediately 
affemble it. 

By the Fourth article the affembly, defirous of acquiring the confidence of Europe, 
and of extinguifhing all jealoufies that might have arifen from the armament they had 
lately decreed, declared, that the French nation would never embark in any war with a 
rview to conquefl, nor ever employ her forces againft the liberties of any people. 

This was enforced by the article which followed, and which fpecified, that if on the 
royal meffage, the legiflative body fhould judge the hoftilities commenced a culpable 
nggreffion of the minifter, or of any other agent of the executive power, the author of 
fuch aggrefhon fhould be profecuted as guilty of treafon to the nation ; and if alfo on the 
meffage of the king, the legiflative body fhould decide that the war ought not to be com- 
menced or continued, that then the executive power was inflantly to take the neceffary 
rneafures for preventing ot terminating all hoftilities. 

Such were the articles that transferred from the crown to the national affembly a 
prerogative which the former had peaceably enjoyed for fourteen centuries ; and which 
it might have probab y ft ill .preferved, had not the difcuffion of it been introduced 
.at a moment, when diftruft overwhelmed every other confideration, and when the am- 
biguous conduft of Spain furnifhed fuch ferious matter of alarm. 

The victory of the popular party over the pretentions of the crown was but preparatory 
to thatdecifive and fignal triumph over the nobility which we before glanced at. While titles 
and diftinftions remained, founded on any other bafes than thofe of virtue and talents, 
. the conftitution and its preamble appeared but an unfubftantial theory, and an attempt to 
: introduce the civic virtues among the people with fo glaring a departure from their fpirit, 
. would have been the excefs of folly or wickednefs. It was on the nineteenth of jane the 
celebrated motion was brought forward to fupprefs titles of nobility. It was oppofe with 
that warmth and vigour which might be expe&ed from men, who combatted in defence 
of that fupereminence which had been their pride arid, inheritance for ages, and which 
though more frequently acquired by no honorable means, was generally efleemed as the 
. reward of thofe actions called heroic ; thefe diftinftions too were confirmed by the inve- 
terate habits of education ; and it was no more than reafonable to conclude, that men 
educated in effeminacy, without the confeioufnefs of talents, would exert the laft efforts 
of vanity and defpair to fave themfelves from an oblivious amalgamation with the ignoble 
multitude. 
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Meffrs.- Preflhe and la Fayette mounted the .tribune at tl 
produced and read the outlines of 'a decree in perfeft accord witK. the motion, which, hp 
<had prepared a month before, M. Foucault oppofed the motion, as tending to deftroy 
the moft powerful motives , to emulation — " What, he alked, would you do with the man 
whofe brevet recited— that he was created a count for faying the ftate ?" M- la Fayette 
-inft an tly replied, " I wouH omit, the words created a count, and infert only that he had 
tfaved the ftate." - He was followed by .M. de St. Fargeau, who laid there - was no hard- 
ship in the meafure, he was pofleffed of feveral counties and marquifates, one title of 
which he had never ufed^nor did he perceive their utility ; the vicomte de Noailles. con- 
curred in their inutility, and faid that they conferred no diftin&ion on thofe who had no 
perfonal merit to call forth refped ; tc We do not fpeak of duke Fox, count Wafhirig*™ 



Wafting 



mm * V_--* ^^—^ 

Fox. 'Permit me to add to fo many excellent motions, one which is to refcue from 
^difgrace a large part of our fellow-citizens. Liveries degrade not fo. much thofe who .wear 
\ r them as thofe whocaufe them to be worn; poverty arid ignorance may in fome meafure 

exonerate the man who wears this odious badge of feudal degradation, but he who caufes 
it to he worn is not fanftioned by the remoteft degree of utility,- he is the pander of . his 
< own* vanity, and teftifies by the veryaft a difpofition to enflave and degrade his fellow- 
creatures : 1 move that liveries be abolifhed." M. Montmorency fupported the motion, 
and added another for the fuppreffion of armorial . bearings : the. whole of the -motions 



M 



The national aflembly decrees, that hereditary nobility .be for ever abolifhed, and the 
-titles of prince, duke^ count, marquis, vifcount, vidame, baron, chevalier,, meffire, 
xfquire, noble, abbe, and all other fimilar titles, (hall neither be aflumed by nor given to 
; any perfon whatever ; — that no French citizen can take any other than the true name of 

• his family ; — that he (hall not wear, nor anymore caufe to be worn, any livery, nor have 
-coat of arms ; — that incenfe (hall not be burnt in the church es.but,in honour of the 
-divinity, and fhall be offered to no perfon whatever - y — that the titles monfigneur and 
meffeigneurs (hall not be given to any corporate body, nor to any individual, nor the titles 
of excellency, highnefs, greainefs, eminency, &c. This decree to take place in Paris on 
-the fourteenth of July, and before three months in the provinces.. 

.* Thus in one moment were three hundred thoufand perfons torn from thofe proud titles 
inherited or acquired, which had monopolized into their hands all the places of truft arid 
honor of a great nation, and who were now reduced to a; level with the ignoble multitude. 

- Though the voice of prejudice loudly condemned this meafure, and Europe rung with 

. lamentations over the manes of departed chivalry, impartiality confiders with aftoniftment 

- inftitutions fo barbarous in times fo refined ; in the earlieft traces of government, among 

• thehord sin the woods of Germany, the- refpett paid to illuftrious -defcent ceafes to be 
-furprizing, when-the ftate of fociety, and military mode of lite are.*con(idered; though 

- it was by this; fa&itious- purity of birth, that the barbarian magiftrate was raifed to the 
^adminiftration 6f jiiftice, look to a period more remote and this- nobility is found to Spring 

j from the ignorance of a favage life approximating to a ftage of civil refinement,- and car- 
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tying with it, even into that advanced ftage the neceffity of uniting in the peribn of the 

chief, a feverity of education and heroic hardihood which would qualify him to lead his 
vaffals againft an invading foe or to fpread terror and conqueft around him whenever am- 
bition or other motives might ftimulate ; in fuch a ftate of fociety fuch diftin&ions 
were not prepofterous : in th6 republic of Pvome, and during her moll profperous periods^ 
the order of patricians, which likewife originated in ignorance and vanity, repaid the 
reverence and affe&ion with which they were treated, by their corruption and reftlefs 
fpirit of encroachment on the people's privileges ; it was their profligacy which fubverted 
the virtue and the love of country that firft eftablifhed the grandeur of Rome, and which 
finally by dividing the nation into fa&ions, annihilated her freedom and her greatnefs. 
In different forms and degrees thefe vain diftin&ions had been introduced into every 
modern government in Europe, and thofe princes and nobles who from furrounding 
nations beheld with cold indifference the plunder of the Gallican church, and the annihi- 
lation of the feudal fyftem, now, when titles without meaning or fun&ion attached to 
them, without privilege and in numerous cafes without property to fupport them, titles 
moftly without legal claim, and frequently debafed and degraded by venal purchafe, often 
the price of domeftic proftitution — when thefe came to be fupprefled, and not till then, 
the ftorm of noble and regal indignation loudly burft forth, and the alarm-bell of refiftance 
was rung from one end of Europe to the other againft French innovation ; but it was too 
late, and akho a rage fo mighty in extent, ferocity, and fanguinary effefts, has not arifen 
fince periods of the crufades and the reformation, the ftruggle only confirmed wfiat it was 
intended to overthrow* 

While the popular party within doors fwept before them the accumulated prejudices 
of ages, oppofition daily afiumed new afpefts and multiplied its fecret meafures for their 
reftitution abroad ; foreign and domeftic intrigues ; the agency of the pulpit and the in- 
fluential name of the king, and of his minifters, were employed to undermine the new or- 
der of things. We fliall have occafion to notice at large, fome tranfa&ions concerning 
the extravagance of the government, which preceded in the order of time the events 
• which we have related, and which contributed to deftroy the hope and irritate the refent- 
mcnt of thofe who fattened on the corruptions of the ftate, and thence to ftrengthen that 
anomalous combination of forces, which were about to difturb that happinefs which now 
promifed to reward the virtuous labours of the national affembly. 

The aftivity of the difaffe&ed every day became more manifeft, and the rumour of the 
king's intention to retire from France, though contradicted by his plaufible demeanour, 
was yet afubjeft of filent apprehenfion. The marquis de Favras who had been an officer 
5n the Swifs guards in the fervice of the king's elder brother, was detefted in a confpiracy 
to convey the king to Peronne ; and the king's brother was fufpe&ed of being at the head 
of the enterprize ; he however had addrefs fufficient to influence a belief of his innocence^ 
but the marquis was more ftrongly implicated. He was originally a foldier of fortune, but 
had his mind inflated by a marriage with a petty German princefs ; in 1785 he had engaged 
deeply in the troubles of Holland, and had 'engaged a M. Tourcaty to furniih men for a 
regiment which he had engaged to raife for the patriotic party ; the interference of Pruffia 
Hafted his projefts in Holland, and he turned his attention to the convulfions in Brabant ; 
his patriotic connexions in thofe countries had not fhaken the ariftocratical habits and 

inclinations of his life*, and he was concerned in the defign of carrying of the king to Metz 5 

% * 
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he was at the memorable feaft of the fecond of O&ober, and one of the firft toaffume 

the white cockade ; and on the fifth had folicited M. St. Pried to furnifh him and a number 
of volunteers with horfes to difperfe the populace. Upon the eflablifhment of the king 
and the affembly at Paris, he was charged with the confpiracy in queftion ; he was to raife 
a regiment profeffedly for the fervice or Brabant, but who were to enter Paris by different 
routes, and to murder feveral of the moft popular men of that period ; for this purpofehe 
had renewed his connexion with Tourcaty to raife men, and through him he became 
acquainted with a M. Morel, in conjunction with thefe he had applied to M. Chomei' a 
xnonied man in Paris, to negociate a loan in the name of monfieur the king's brother. 

Favras upon being brought to trial was confronted by his agents Tourcaty and Morel, 
who ftated the fafts as above \ they were corroborated by a lieutenant Marquie, formerly 
a fergeant of the French guards, who had fignalized himfelf at the taking of the Baftile, 
and by faving the lives of the garde-du-corps on the fixth of October, 2789. Favras 
had fome interviews with him but had found him not fuitable to his views. But a wit- 
nefs more formidable was the banker Chomei, who did not pretend to have heard any 
of the former particulars, but had learned from the marquis of a project for affembling 
all the difaffe&ed ini the Netherlands, and forming an army fufficient co invade France 
and reftore the old order of things. He was condemned and fuffered death. Prior to 
his execution however he afked the juftice who accompanied him. to execution whether 
if he were to make fome important difcoveries it would make any alteration in his fen- 
tence ? Being told that he could not expert it, he replied, " In that cafe my fecret (hall 
" die with me. 55 

Another plot for the fame purpofe of carrying off the king was formed by the maref- 

chal Mailkbois, but as there is a connexion between this and previous events it is fit to 
notice them in this place. 

A committee had been formed in the early part of the year to enquire into the expen- 
diture of public money, penfions and donations ; by whom it was difcovered that a 
volume called the Red-Book had been kept, in which penfions and gifts were entered in 
the hand-writing of the comptroller of the finances, and checked by the king.. This 

book was communicated to the committee on the fifteenth of March, accompanied by 
circumftances of a moft fufpicious referve ; the king particularly defired that the extra- 
vagant expences of his grand-father might be kept from the public eye, and a promife 
was given that due refpeft fhould be paid to the king's feelings : — Neverthelefs to the 
great furprife of Necker, in a few days afterwards the whole book was publiflied, and 
upon his demanding in an authoritative ftyle how they had prefaced to publifh it without 
permiffion of the affembly, he was informed " That as to the affembly they were confi- 
" dent of their approbation, but as to the king they were not his reprefentatives." 

On this proceeding of the committee there can be no fecond opinion if their duty was 
to be the ftandard of their judgment ; the extravagance and iniquity which the book 
difplayed could not fail of exciting in the people a love for their reprefentatives and a 

hatred for the abufes of the court. 

Under the fhort adminiftration of Calonneonly, it appeared ; that independent of their 
immenfeordinary revenues, the two brothers of the king had defrauded the public revenue 
of nearly two millions of pounds fterling, and of this immenfe fum the larger part had 

fallen to the &are of the count d'Artois, whofe debts at the fame time amounted to. near. 
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two millions fterling, for which the fame profligate minifter made the public treafury 

refponfible. 1 Among the remarkable charges was one to an individual for important fervices 
. amounting to fix hundred pounds fterling, thefe fervices were neither more nor lefs than 
that of maitre d 9 hotel to madame de Polignac. To opera-fingers who had retired there 

were penfions to the amount of near two hundred thoufand livres. Eighteen millions of 

Uvres were diftributed among military favourites. The amount of penfions altogether, 
being the enormous fum of thirty-four millions of liveres ; a fum which abbe Mauri, the 
celebrated defender of the clergy, faid was by no means exceflive. 

The publication of thefe abufes forely affe&ed the fenfibility and popularity of the king 
and confirmed thofe charges of unbridled extravagance which had been current againft 
the queen ; it alfo tended to deftroy totally the declining reputation of Necker, whofe 
altercation with Camus the chairman of the committee, was foon generally known, and 
involved Necker in the obloquy of a difpofition to hide from the public abufes fo fatal 
to the public and fo ftrongly at variance with his oftenfible economy and moral chara&er. 
The whole adminiftration ihared in the public odium, the archbifliop of Bordeaux, la 
Tour du Pin, and efpecially St. Prieft, who incurred the heavy fufpicion of treafonable 
defigns from the difcovery of that plot to which we laft alluded. 

Marefchai Maillebois had engaged M. Bonne Savardin to carry on a negociation with 
the emigrants, to carry off the king and effeft a counter-revolution ; Grand-Maifon, the 
marefchaUs fecretary difclofed the whole plot to the committee of refearch, who took 
their meafures fo adroitly as to feize the agent with all his papers; among which were 
found evidence fufficent to deftroy all confidence in St. Prieft. This plot was more exten- 
five in its branches and more conne&ed in its objects than that of Favras ; his negocia- 
tions embraced the courts of Turin, Madrid, and Vienna ; and the ftandard of revolt 
againft the new conftitution was to be erefted at the head of an army compofed of Italians, 
Spaniards, and Germans. Maillebois effected his efcape. 

Confpiracy and difcontent were not confined to the metropolis : at Lyons and Toulon 
the agitation was great, and intrigues had been manifefted at Marfeilles; a colonel of a 
- royal regiment had openly infulted the national-guard of that city ; they bore the infult 
with patent magnanimity, and by fober remonftrance procured an order for the removal 
of the obnoxious colonel and his corps ; the tardinefs with which he obeyed the order 

roufed paftions more ardent, and a body of young men feized by ftratagem on the fort 
in which the military were pofted, expelled themjand their colonel, and demoliflied 
it together with the two fortrefles of St. Nicholas and St. John, on the latter of which 
a latin infeription long infulted that venerable city, to this effeft " This tower was erefted 
" by Lewis XIV. left his faithful people of Marfeilles fliould become infatuated with the 
* c love of liberty. 3 ' 

Religion whofe facred influence has been fo conftantly proftituted to the paflions of am- 
bition, intolerance, and revenge, was now dragged forth from her peaceful folitudes, to 
renew on her ancient theatre in the fouth, in oppofition to freedom, thofe fanguinary 
fcenes which fhe had before performed at. the command of defpotilin and bigotry; the 
priefts from their altars, fanftified every meafure of atrocity againft the new fyftem of 
government and its adherents, and in the black rage of fanaticifm, the pious were invoked 
in the name of God to go forth and flay, and the folemn benedi&ion of the church was 

given, by which they were abfolved from their future fins and every aft committed in 
fo juft a caufe. 
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At Nifmes, the fever of difcontent was rapid in its progrefs, and fatal in its confe- 
quences ; that city was the refi< fence of a numerous* nobility, proud of their defcent, 
and zeaioufly attached to the catholic perfuafion. It had alfo become the feat of a 

confiderable body of proteftants. Religious differences were heightened by political 

animofity ; and while the catholics regarded with mingled horror and avcrfion every 
meafure of the national affembly, the proteftants looked up with latitude and admira- 
tion to thofe refolutions, which reftored them to religious and civil liberty. Their mu- 
tual enmity could not long be confined to ineffectual reproaches ; arms miniftered to their 
fury : for two fucceflive days the ftreets were deluged with blood ; and it was not until 
feveral hundred citizens had periflied, that the victory of the proteftants eftablifhed 
tranquillity. 

The national affembly could not but be deeply afflicted with thefe repeated inftances of 
tumult and difaffection ; more firmly to bind the people to the new government, and to 
unite diem in one general caufe, it was refolved to have recourfe to the folemnity of 

oaths and compacts. In various provincial towns, civic feafts had been already inftituted ; 
and affociations had taken place ; and it was now determined to concentrate thefe patriotic 
eifufions in one point of view, and by a general confederation at Paris', to affert the pre- 
eminence of the capital and to combine the zeal of the kingdom. 

To this memorable feftival, every diftrict throughout France, every municipal body, 
every corps of regular or national troops, were required to fend their deputies ; nor was 
the monarch himfelf to. be exempted from that oath, which was to conlecrate the mutual 
ties between the fovereign and his fubjefts- 

The day fixed for this facred ceremony was the fourteenth of July, and the place, 
the champ de Mars, or field of Mars, a fpacious plain which joins the fuburbs of the 
capital ; this piece of ground, the preceding year, was the rendezvous of the troops 
intended to overawe the capital ; its diameter is about eight hundred yards, and 
bounded on each fide with lofty trees ; in the centre the altar was erected for the 
religious ceremonies of this auguft dav, the fpace adjacent was occupied by the national 
guards, &c. to the amount of many thoufands ; and round this fpace was an amphi- 
theatre of turf of a league in circumference, on which were tiers of benches, forty deep, 
capable of containing four hundred thoufand fpe&ators ; at the further extremity is 
the military academy, through which their majefties entered. The entrance into" th.e 
champ de confederation (as it is now called) was through triumphal-arches : the king's 
throne was placed under an elegant pavillion in the middle, and on each fide were feats 
for the national affembly. Although two thoufand workmen were employed upon this 
immenfe labour the enthufiafm of the Parifians feemed to vie with each other who fhould 
contribute mod aid : the military, clergy, and even the women difplayed their ala- 
crity to compleat this vaft work, which was effe dually executed to the furprife of the 
fpe&ators. 

A proclamation was publiflied by the king on the thirteenth arranging the whole 
order of the proceffion, and appointing the marquis de la Fayette, major-general of the 
federation, whole orders were confidered as coming immediately from the king. The 
Sieur de Gouvion was appointed major-general en fecond. 

The king received the deputies from the eighty-three departments on the thirteenth, 

who prefented to his majefty an addrefs fuIJ of affe&ion and attachment, to which the 
Vol. IV, R 
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king gave the following anfwer. " I receive with much fenfibility the teftimony of 
6i love and attachment which you give me in the name of the national -guards united from 
" all parts of France. 

" May the folemn day in which you are to renew in common your oath to the nation, 
" pafs over without diflention, and may it ferve to ftrengthen the calm, and eftablifli 
" the reign of the l^jvs and of liberty throughout the realm. 

" Defenders of the public peace, of the law, and of liberty ! confider that your 

" firft duty is the maintenance of order, and obedience to the laws ; that the benefit 
" of a free conftitution ought to be equal to all ; that the more free we are the more 
" ferious become offences againft the liberty and property of others, the more criminal 
" become a&s of violence and outrage, when they are committed by command. 

cc Report to your fellow-citizens that I wifli I could fpeak to them all as I fpeak to 

ic you here ; tell ' them that their king is their Father, their Brother, their Friend* 

" that he cannot be happy but in their welfare ; great but in their glory ; powerful 
" but in their liberty ; rich but in their profperity ; and that he can only fuffer in their 
" afflictions. Above all, make known the words, or rather fentiments, of my heart, 
" in the humble cottages, and in the retreats of the unfortunate. Tell them that though 
<c I cannot go along with you into their afylums, I would wifli to do fo ; and that both 
€l in my affe&ion, and by the laws which proteft the feeble 5 I will watch over them.— 
" Say in fine to the different provinces of my kingdom, that if circumflances will per- 
" mit me to fulfil the wifli I have formed of vifitingthem with, my family, the happier it 
cc will make my heart." 

The fhouts of Vive le Roi from the populace, filled the air on this occafion ; and 
at the metropolitan church Te Deum was performed, by a fele£t band. The ele&ors, 
the reprefentatives of the commons of Paris ; the deputies of the national departments,, 
twelve members of the national afiembly, and a vaft concourfe of people • attended. 

The memorable evening which preceded- July the 14th, 1789, was defcribed with all 
the truth of expreffion ; a fong of victory announced the fall of the Baftile, that bale- 
ful caftle fo long the dungeon of defpotifm ; the people were exhorted to give thanks to the 
great caufe, — him who gave ftrength to crumble this dread building to ruins ; Populi 
laudate deum, and a grand chorus of thanks concluded the fervice. 

On Wednefday morning at fix o'clock, all the perfons appointed to affift in the proceffion 
afTembled on the Boulevards, and were formed in the moft orderly manner, accom- 
panied with banners and military mufic. The proceffion pafled along the. ftreets of St. 
Denis, Feronniere, St. Honore Royale, to the place of Lewis the Fifteenth, where 
they halted and the detachment of the Paris national-guards opening to the right and 
left, received into the centre the members of the national affembly ; they then moved on 
through the Cour la Reine along the quay to a bridge of boats, over which they paffed into 
the Champ de Mars ; the numerous bands of mufic now colle&ed into one immenfe band, 
the various orders took their feveral appointed fituations. Amongft the reft ? a battalion 

of Children formed in the proceffion with a banner on which was written, " The hopes 

of the nation" they were placed about an hundred paces from the altar, and facing it. 
: The' king and queen entered through the military-fchool, and took their places in a 
fuperb box near the altar ; and ajoining thereto was the box for foreign minifters. As 

Soon as all were feated, after a folemn iavocation to Gad, the oriflamme, or grand flan- 
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dard, and the banners of the eighty-three departments were brought to the platform, and 
received the benedittion, the fervice being performed by a number of clergy in white robes 
decorated with the tri-color ribbon, at the head of whom was the biihop of A'utun ; high- 
mafs was then celebrated, and the folemnities proceeded. 

The major-general firft advanced to the altar, and laying the point of his fword on the 
facred fcriptures, pronounced in the name of the federates, or deputies from the depart- 
ments, the oath to be faithful to the new conftitution, after he had concluded, the deputies 
from the eighty-three departments rofe and ftretching forth their hands pronounced their . 
affent ; the prefident of the affembly then advanced to the altar and pronounced the oath* 
to which the members affented in the fame form ; the heavy rain prevented the king from 
leaving his box, where he took the following oath, 

" I, Lewis, king of the French, do fwear to the nation, that I will employ the whole 
power delegated to me by the conftitutional law of the ftate, to maintain the conftitution. 

and enforce the execution of the law." 

The whole multitude, which was fuppofed to amount to fifteen hundred thoufand per- 
ions, with uplifted hands pronounced their acceptation ; Te Deum was then performed ; 
and never was there an occafion more impreflive and folemn, never did France fee fuch. 
an orcheftra, or fo vaft an audience ; the performance was fublime, and on its conclufion 
the air refounded with acclamations of joy. In the folemn parts of this grand ceremony 
the moll profound filence prevailed, order, peace, concord, and pleafure teftified the deep 
intereft of the fcene ; never did nation exhibit fo grand a fpe&acle — a king, who but a 
few fhort months before was the defpotic lord over twenty-five million? of men, reftrainedi 
to the duty of chief magiftrate, while the people from flaves were exalted to the condition 
of freemen. 

The ceremony being ended, the procefiion moved back in the fame order it came ; — 
the country prefented an uniform fcene of pleafure, the fields were covered with tents 
provided with cold collations, of which the numerous populace partook.. 

A grand illumination clofed the triumphs of the day ; the only breach of the peace 
was occafioned by the folly of fome perfons who did not choofe to light up their win- 
dows, and the fo much dreaded maflacre of thir day ended in the maflacre of fome thoufand: 
panes of glafs. And the people in returning to their homes were conftantly and joyfully 
exulting that their revolution had been cemented with water inftead of blood, alluding to- 
the rain. that . had fallen fo plenteoufly during the ceremony. 

The duke of Orleans returned from England, and fat in his place as one of the 

•national affembly, on this occafion. He had gained much popularity by an appeal to 
his country, calling upon them to try him by a fair jury if they had any charge to> 
exhibit againft him. 

i his confederation had a very powerful and falutary effe& on the public mind, to 
ihfpire confidence in the national affembly, and enable them to execute 4 the laws ; they 
profited by the calm that confidence infpired by completing the organization of the judi- 
cial department. , Judges or juftices of peace were to be eleft^d in each canton for the 
determination of petty differences; tribunals for the adjudication of more , important 
caufes were eftablifhed in diftri&s ; and a tribunal of caffation, or court of appeals, was. 
appointed for the whole nation, where, under certain reftri&ions, the proceedings of the 

.other, courts were to. be.revifed, Courts of criminal juftice were appointed in-each 
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department, and a high national-court for the trial of crimes againft the ftate, completed 
the edifice. Among the reft, an inftitution, perhaps peculiar to that new jurifprudence, 
boards of conciliati n were appointed in every diftrift, where the parties in a fuit were to 
be cited, perfonally, and where every means were to be employed to effect an amicable 
termination, before the caufe could be brought to a hearing before the ordinary courts of 
juftice. Family arbitrators were alfo authorifed to terminate petty difputes between near 
relations, and- the forms prefcribed in all thefe cafes were the fimpleft that could be in- 
vented* We have already remarked that the traibyjmy was only adopted in criminal 
cafes : an ariftocratic writer (hrewdly obferves on this fubjedt, " that the trial by jury 
would alfo have been eftablifhed in civil cafes, if there had not been too many lawyers iii 
the conftituting affembly.' ' This is indeed not the only obje&ion to this new jurifprudence 
of France; however, the code was deferving of fome admiration for its fimplicity and 

confiftency ; for the gratuitous adminiftration of juftice; for the eafy accefs which the 
pooreft citizen, when injured, might have to the means of redrefs for the discourage- 
ment which it held forth to litigious and vexatious contefts : and in this part of the .con - 
ftitution other nations may find much worthy of imitation, and many inftitutions for the 
obvious eafe and advantage of the people, the promotion of morality and the love of 
juftice. . 

It was alfo decreed, that the legillative body fhould annually determine the amount of 
the public expenditure and contributions ; that under the king an adminiftration fhould 
be eftabli/hed in each department, with an inferior one in each diftridt, for the regulation 
and colle&ion of the revenue. The police of each city or community was committed to 
magiftrates chofen by the citizens. . 

To replace the fait tax, and other odious and oppreflive imports, which had been 
aboliflied, theaflembly impofed an; eafy tax on land and other immovable property, and 
a poundage upon perfonal property and annuities ; a tax upon patenrs, and a ftamp-tax 
xipon contra&s and other deeds. Thefe taxes were unproductive, and to fupply the de- 
ficiency of revenue, continual emiflions of aftignats became neceflary ; and to fupply the 
want of current coin, which had become fcarce in conlequence of the fums continually 
carrying off by emigrants, aftignats were likewife iffued for fmaller fums. But a paper 
medium, principally depends upon* the opinon of its being always convertible- into 
money or goods at its fixed value ; in times of public diibrder, however refponfible 
the banks \vaiz\i vXaz paper may be, the appreheafion of danger will operate to 

draw fpecie from circulation, and fubjeft the paper, which is only its reprefentative, to 
a depreciation ; and this evil will be exceffive in proportion to the a£lual danger as well as 
the imaginary ; the evil in France was infenfibly approaching to both extremes. 

Several decrees of lefler moment, but which reflect credit on the liberality and 
wifdom of the affembly, were paffed about this period. ■ That in particular which reftored 
to the proteftants thofe poffeflions of ^yhich their anceftors had been deprived by the 
revocation, of the edidt, of Nantz, and that which aboliflied for ever all extraordinary 
, taxes on the Jews, deferve the higheft praife. Thefe were . followed by- the abolition of 
,the execrable Droit d'Aubaine, .which afligned to the king the property of foreigners who 
. died in France. * 

s 

In the fate of Favras the tribunal of the Chatelet had proved themfeves rigid judges, 
an affair of a more dubious and embarraffed nature was brought before them j they- were- 
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charged by the affembly to take cognizance of the tranfa&ionsof the fifth and fixth of 

October, 1789 ; on the feventh of Auguft they brought their report fealed to the bar 
of the affembly, and in a pompous addrefs lamented the feveretafk which their duty jm- 
pofed on them •> they concluded with informing the affembly, that two of its members 
were among the principal criminals. This denunciation was heard wirh horror and con- 
flernation ; the report of the Chatelet was referred to a committee ; and the members 
accufed appeared no be d' Orleans and Mirabeau, who it was alleged confpired to murder . 
the queen and raife the former to the throne. The proceedings of the Chatelet were 
printed, but before the committee could report, the evidence was deemed fo vague and 
inconciufive, that though neither of the accufed were ar this time favourites with the 
populace, the public voice acquitted them, and on the fecond of Oftober the affembly 
decreed, that on a full examination there was no caufe of accufation againfl them. Some 
others of note were involved in the procefs, but this iffue deprived that tribunal of all 
future confidence, the affair was dropped, .although the fufpicions of guilt, as ever is the 
cafe, were never completely removed from the accufed. 

Whatever, motives might have governed the Chatelet, it was aflerted that theboidnefs 
of their charge appeared inconfiftent with the flender iiiduftry which they had employed 
in the inveftigation of evidence, during a period of fo many months ; but perhaps both 
might have been the refuit of that fpirit of party, which had gradually progreffed to an 
excefs of violence at this period. Three partiesprincipally influenced all public meafures; 
the flu&uation in their refpe&ive numbers, which was from a variety of caufes conftant, and 
the occafional co-operation of one party with either of the others, may be confidered as 
among the caufes of diverfity and inconfiftency in many important tranfaftions of this time. 
That party defignated by the name of ariftocratic, and which comprehended all thofe 
who were attached to the perfon or abfolute power of the king, and thofe \vho from 
perfonai intereft and religious prejudice were decided enemies to the new eftablifhment., 
had for a long time afted on the defenfive ; their irritation had now arrived at the extreme* 
and from apparent, paffivenefs they became open affailants, and -left no means untried to 
plunge the nation into confufion. It will not have efcaped the judicious reader, that the 
forbearance of this party was unreal, and affe&ed only to cover defigns which were ex- 
oe&ed to produce their objeft by the f-crecy with which they were condufted and the 
extent and magnitude of the force they fhould combine ; the repeated attempts to carry 
off the king, and the departure of numbers of the nobles and of the royaUioufiiold were 
ftrong indications of fome fecret caufe of fear, or of an approaching crifis ; their open- 
itefs at this time will be more fatisfaftorily accounted for when the tranfaftions abroad 
come to be developed, particularly the machinations of Calonne at the court of Great- 
Britain, the favour of which he had fecured by betraying the fecret affairs of France, 
which he became acquainted with .while he was miniiter ; the tranfaftions of the chevalier 
Bufort, at Vienna, and the fubfequenl confpirations at Pavia and Pilnitz, will illucidate 
the courfe of the operations of this party, and teltify that their zeal and activity was as 
great as their diffimulation. It nruft be allowed, that the impatient and irritable temper 
of the French populace was an engine eafi y wrought upon ; the military were a favorite* 
. obj eft of ar iff ocratical anxiety and folicitude ; and although they had given repeated 
proofs of .an attachment to the new inftitutions, a jealoufy which exifted be : ween the rege* 

lar army and and the national-guards, afforded opportunities too* favourable to the wilhes 

V.ol. IV- S 
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of every fpecies of malcontents, which none appeared fo'acUVe in fomenting as this party,, 
nor with fuch unhappy effects. Difturbances had been excited in Flanders, Alface, and 
Lorrain, and at Tholoufe the defection of the army from the conftitution was wrought 
to. an alarming extent but the tranfa&ions- at Nancy, as they mark the temper of the 
fyftem purfued with particular clearnefs, deferve detail. 

From the fir ft eftablifhment of the revolution, the French army had been in a ftate 
little favourable to fubordination. The majority of their officers were of the ancient 
noblefle, and a mutual jealoufy exifted between them and the private foldiers. Every 
inducement had been employed to feduce the foldiers from their duty ; and when 
promifes and blandifhments, did not prevail, the moft fevere meafures were put in 
execution. The foldiers were frequently ill paid, and yet the moft culpable piofufion 
had been exercifed with the money voted for the fupport of the army.. Such, by the 
evidence of a party of the national-guard of Nancy at the bar of the affembly, was the 
ftate of the garrifon in that city. The officers in general were inimical to the new 
conftitution, and had made ufe of every temptation to deftroy the attachment of the 
foldiers to the new arrangements.. Thefe means proving unfuccefsful, they withheld the 
pay of the foldiers, and even condemned them to run the gauntlet for demanding 
neceflaries. They had endeavoured to perfuade the men, that all thefe acts were in 
conformity with- the orders of the national affemhly, which refufed any longer to 
furniih them with the ufual allowance of bread, and which was upon the point even 
of depriving them of the augmentation of pay which had been eftablifhed at the 
revolution. 

In the. fame fpirit the utmoft pains were employed to produce diftruft and mutual 
abhorrence between the citizens and the foldiers. Men were dreffed in the uniform of 
the king's reigment then in garrifon there, and employed to wound and. infult the 
citizens. One of thofe perfons were taken, and baniffied from the city at the requeft 
of the reigment 5 at the fame time, fome young officers were encouraged by their 
fyperiors to behave in the moft indecent manner to fever al of the peaceable inhabitants j 
and even hired ruffians were engaged for the fame purpofe. Several of thefe were 
arretted, and a court-martial appointed, at the requeft of the regiment, for their trial : 
but M. Bouilie, who commanded in the province, had fet himfelf in apportion: to this 
meafure. One of the grenadiers who had been active in thefe profecutions, was 
xiienaced in the rnoft- infuiting manner by an officer, who foon after deferted to the 
Auftrians. 

Weaned with thefe repeated indignities, and a&s of opprefiion, the reigment at length 
revolted, afferted loudly* that they were wronged of their pay and their allowances, .and 
demanded the regimental accounts. M. Denou threatened with the gauntlet all who 
prefumed to call for the accounts. The regiment therefore immediately fcized the 
military cheft, anddifpatched.a deputation to Paris, to reprefent the fads to the national- 
aflembly. 

. The officers had anticipated the.reprefentation of . the foldiers; too intimately connected 
witlfThe minifters and fome members of the affembly, to permit the complaints of the 
privates to be heard, the deputation from the reigment was arrefted at Paris. M. -de- 
la Tour du Pin, the mjnifter : .of war, made a formidable reprefentation of the rebellious 

conduQ; of the regiment The pufferies refulting from a want of fubordination, and 
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the neceffity of an example, were echoed through the affembly by the counter-revolu- 
tionifts. On the iSth of Auguft, a- decree was paffed, which authcrifed the commander 
in chief of the province to reduce the infurgents by force. 

In the mean time the other regiments in garrifon, the Swifs regiment of Chateauvieux, 
and the regiment of cavalry called Meftre de camp, irritated by fimilar oppreffions, and 
much diforganized by fimilar circurnftances, had concurred in the rebellion, had feized 
fome of their officers, and were joined by great numbers of the pupulace. 
; The decree of the fixteenth was no fooner made public than, from knowing the cha- 
racter of the commander in chief, the mo ft ferious confequences were apprehended by 
all good citizens. The national-guard of Nancy affembled, and offered to the regiments 
to undertake the part of mediators, and to- fend the- terms of their fubmiffion by a depu- 
tation from their own body to the national affembly. — On their reprefentation,' the decree 
of the fixteenth was repealed,, and commiffioners were appointed for the purpofe of en- 
quiring minutely into the circurnftances of the cafe, and to punilh the guilty, and reward 
the deferving. 

: Such an arrangement however did not fuit the views of the perfidious and fanguinary 
Bouille- Without waiting the refult of the deputation from Nancy, he haftened with a 
fatal rafhnefs (as was confefied even by his advocates) to enforce the decree of the fix- 
teenth.. He collected all the troops from every part of the furrounding country, and 
fuch of the national-guards as preferred a patriotic fubordination to the immediate dic- 
tates of their feelings and their refentments. In fpite of their offers of fubmiffion, befell 
upon the regiments of Ghateuvieux and Meftre de Camp ; and after putting an imraenfe 
number to the fword, he completely routed them, and' took four-hundred prifoners. 
The king's regiment had been detained in their barracks by the exertions of fome 



patriotic perfons who urged them to fubmiffion. Even when Bouille arrived, they were 
prevented from a&ing by the. intrepidity and virtue of i: young officer of the name of 
Desfilles. This intrepid young man, after urging his fellow folHiers by. every motive to 
fubmit, affurihg them that fooner or later they fhould experience the juftice of the legis- 
lature, placed himfelf before the mouth of a cannon, which they were going to fire a 
lie was forcibly dragged from this dangerous Situation, but in the ftruggle received three 
or four wounds, of which he afterwards died* 

: The news of this- event was received at Paris with horror; As M. Bouille had not 
exceeded the authority which the national affemblyhad unfortunately conceded to him by 
the rafh decree. of the fixteenth, they could not legally inflict either punifhment or cenfure 
upon him. The populace, however, who were not reduced* to any fuch dilemma, gave 
a full vent to their feelings ; they openly accufed M. Bouille of treachery, and a defire 
to. effeft; a cou liter-revolution, and even threatened the lives of the minilters. In a word, 
the refentment of the people feemed to menace the moft dangerous exceffes, which were 
only prevented by unufual circumfpe&km and care. It is only neceffary ro add with re- 
fpe£l to this transaction, that in the month of December fallowing the affembly reverfed all 
its de< rees againfl the infurgents of Nancy, liberated all the prifoners, and recompenfed 
them. as men \vho had unjuftly fuffered : at the fame time they decreed public honours to 

ihe memory of the brave Desfilles , and -placed his family under the protection of th$ 
ftate. 
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After the maflacre,- Bouillehad caufed forty-two of the regiment of CHateuvieux to-be* 

fent to the gallies, twenty-two' foldiers to be hanged, and one to be broke on the rack, 
the latter died with heroic fortitude, his laft words v/ere " Ere long Bouille will prove- 
himfelf a traitor — Vive la nation." — The prophecy was foon fulfilled ^ .thofe who were 
fent to the gallies, except two who died fixed to the benches, were delivered by the; 
national afiembly, and being invited to Paris were honoured with a triumph and a fete- 
bv the Parifians. . 

M. Necker's popularity was already funk. He had not raifed himfelf in the eftimation 
of the people by a pamphlet which he pubiifiied on the abolition of nobility, or at leali 
of titles, wherein he fupported* with much ingenuity the ariftocratical order ; but previous, 
to this he muft have felt the lofs of the-public efteem, and poffibly had for fome time, 
meditated a retreat from office. The meafiire was however probably accelerated by the 
popular clamours on the affair af Nancy, which involved him with the reft of the miiiiftxrs 
in that tranfattion, though in his particular cafe without any appearance' of juftice. On 
the fourth of "September he fent a letter of refignation to the afiembly, and pleaded his 
ill ft ate of health, which required- his' retiring' to the "baths in 'Switzerland ; though he 
dropped fome diftant intimation of the u.neafinefs lie' had experienced in his fituation* 
The national alfembly took no public notice of 'this letter., ' , 

Necker has appeared fo confpicuous a* character in France,; that his hiftory. becomes* 
intimately connected with that of the revolution-; ;in the courfe of this work the meafures. 
in which he was concerned alone have appeared ; we have before obferved that human, 
events are greatly influenced by the aftions of individuals ; Caiohne* has alfumed to 
himfelf in one of his works, under a feigned cenfure, the merit of .the French revolution; 

while the French nobility have imputed it -to Necker ; the truth perhaps is .that the pro- 
fligacy of the former tended to accelerate the crifis ; an examination, of the charader of 
•Necker may perhaps (hew how far his 'particular cond lift may have contributed to the 
fame effeft, though of a. difpofition oppofite to the former. 

Without attempting the circumilantiality of -biography, the character of the . minifter 
may be traced ; the reader will determine upon his -meafures : Originally a citizen of 
Geneva, and bred to the banking bufinefs, in which he had acquired a confiderable fortune* 
his loifure was devoted to literature for which education had prepared him ; his profef- 
fional. habits familiarized him with" financial affairs and the arcana of co merce ; fortune 
which enabled him to fupport fplendor and hofpilaliry ferved to fecond in him. the fpirit 
of ambition, and his houfe became the refort of men of rank and letters ; circumftances 
fo favourable could not but foller his defires, and favor that notoriety after' which 
his heart panted. 

The immediate means of his entrance into political life are differently ftated : the. 
noble author of a work which we have before noticed ,t attributes his introduction to 
the French minifiry to the. agency of the marquis de Pufay, an adventurer^ who through 
the intrigues of his filler miftrefe to marefchal Mailiebois, contrived to become the corre- 
spondent of Lewis XVI. and the counfellor of Maurepas and Sartine. But by others 
his elevation has been afcribed to the capacity and equity which he difplayed in the adjuft 
111 en t of certain matters of finance and accounts of the Eaft-India company which had 
been fubmitted to him. ** - 

* In his « State of France prefent and future," piiblilhed in London, is the following exprefsion : — 
« Dont peut-etre je ferai repute la caufe premiere.'* 
t « Du gouvernment des moeurs." 
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' The firft appointment of Necker to the dire&ibn of the revenue of France was a phe~ 

nomenonin .the political world.' To be either a foreigner , a republican, or an heretic/would 
appear alone, fkffipient to- preclude all -hopes of arriving at fuch a fituation and in fuch a 
court; but as a perfon uniting all thefe obje£lionable traits in his character, it was a 
prodigy : \ the ingenuity of the Parifiaris, however, found out that the merit of die man 
m.uft be tranfcendant who could arrive at that ftation under fuch a combination of diffi- 
culties, thence what might have appeared likely to injure him became the means of his 
popularity. 

Necker's appointment to the place of dire&or, did not accomplifli the meafure of his 
hopes; he had no direft communication with the king, that duty being attached to 
the place of comptroller held by M. Taboureau ; he was however releafed from this 
obftruftion, by the refignation of that gentleman, and his own appointment to the 
place of dire&or-general, a new title with plenary powers, which gave him the entird 
management of his favourite province ; he commenced his carreer with the abolition 
of the privileges of intendants held by the members of the royal council, whofe interference 
he deemed fuperfluous and inconfiftent with his immediate duty: perhaps alfo heconfi- 
dered thenvas in the way of his admiifion to a feat at the council, where notwithftanding 
the importance of his official ftation he had no feat. 

His religion appeared to form an infuperable bar to this object of his ambition, for aii 
-oath hoftiie to his creed was a necelfary preliminary to his obtaining a feat. It. has been 
infinuated that he had adopted Sully for his model, it is certain that however worthy the 
objed of imitation, that he had at lead omitted to make any, or made a falfe eftimate, of 
an eflentiai chara&er in the political drama; he addrefied a letter to the king, wherein. 
lie pointed out the inconveniencies attending his abfence when queftions were under dif- 
cuflion immediately belonging to his department, founded upon principles and calculations 
the details "of which were confined to or could be explained by himfelf alone. 

But the king was not an Henry IV. nor had their connexion originated under circum- 
fiances likely to produce either a ftrong fympathy or a partial cordiality ; Maurepas wafc 
the minifterof that day, and as he had been the inftrument of Necker's exaltation, to 

gratify his enmity againll Turgot, fo he was now the means of his depreffion, through 
motives not more worthy ; whatever may have been Necker*s true motive, vanity or th'e 

-the inconveniencies defcribed in his letter, the aninifter pronounced him arrogant, and he 
was abruptly difmiffed. * \ 

This Xudden change in his political profpe&s neither diminished his ardour nor his 
hopes : cthe knowlege he had acquired of the financial affairs of France, and the materials 
whiQh he had colle&ed, furriifhed him with new means whereupon to found the triple 
hope of future popularity, literary fame, and his re-eftablifhment in power : he was not 

"difappointed in "either of his views, for three -years had fcarce elapfedfrom the publication. 

* of* his Avorkson the finances, when he was recalled to his former ftation and inverted 

'wh : additional powers. 

We *have already defcribed the critical ftateof aifairs which gave rife to his recall at 
this time;, and the (hare he had in the convocation of -the notables and ftates-general ; 
this -period appears to have been the crifis of his reputation ; for although his popularity 
and ; His power were at. the higheft vvhen fubfequently difmiffed through the intrigues of 

-Bouille, he was now at the ordeal by which his talents were to be immutably^eftimated. No 

Vol IV. ~ T 
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man was ever placed in aftation more arduous and difficult, and if he did notfucceedin 
extricating France from her misfortunes, the failure cannot be in juftice wholly attributed 

to him, when the magnitude and variety of the evils which fuddenly burft upon her 
are confidered. 

His work on the finances had pointed him out as the perfon beft qualified in the opi- 
nion of the. nation to reftore its credit and preferve it from that bankruptcy which the 
deteftable extravagance of the court and Calonne had rendered apparently inevitable. A 
fcarcity from the failure of the harveft of 1788, aggravated the public diftreffes j in the 
xnidft of thefe calamities the people had acquired the knowledge of 'their rights, and 
Necker had to undertake the great work of reftoring plenty and order, prefervrng the 
public credit, and fatisfying the court and clergy, the nobles and the people. 

There is a kind of ability which on analyfis proves to be no more than reputation ; 
capable of producing all the effe&s which men attribute to great talents only — fuch were 
the talents of Chatham in another country and Necker in France ; a reputation founded 
on flender or accidental circumftances, which grow into importance by fingularity or the 
period at which they arife ; they overawe cenfure, infpire confidence, and by leading 
men to expert favourable events fometinVes contiibute to their accomplifhment. 

Although acquainted with men of diftin&ion, he was deftitute of the graces which 
chara&erife the Frenchman ; he knew no road to applatife but through oftentation and 
pecuniary difmtereftednefs ; . and it was readily feen that though he was not to be cor- 
rupted by the views of the court and his affociates, that he became flexible to the voice 
of adulation j with exterior fternnefs he was exquifitely fenfitive and tender V but not 
that tendernefs which is founded on reafon, and that would not extort a tear without a 
perfuafion of its falutary confequences ; but that tendernefs which fupercedes reafon, 
narrows the intellect, and limits the judgement to a confideration of temporary calamity 
alone. Vanity was his greateft error, it led him to a perfuafion that nothing was too 
difficult for his genius to accomplifh, and an egotifm that never permitted him to fufpeft 
the wifdom or re&itude of his proje&s. 

It is not then furprifing that he was a prey to prejudice, miftake, and difappointment ; 
that in a period abounding with men of fuperior genius his weaknefles fhould be dis- 
covered, and the fuperficial foundation of his fame gradually crumbled from beneath 
him ; that he fhould be found pertinacious of his errors and never willing to believe him- 
felf capable of a wrong ftep or an abufe in policy ; that he fhould be found the oftenta- 
tious patron of philofophy, and yet the advocate of * all the' errors that ignorance. in the 
leaft aufpicious periods had engendered, and that while he profeffed an adoration of 
liberty, he bowed with implicit homage to the empty fymbols of feudal grandeur, and 
the vain pretentions of birth and rank. 

His advice for allowing to the commons a reprefentation equal in number to .the other 

two orders, and in oppofition to the deliberate, opinion of the notables whom he had 
purpofely convoked to confult upon that exprefs fubjeft, has been confidered varioufly 

as an evidence of his love of liberty , of his felf-opinion, of his averfion to the higher 
orders, of his inconfiftency, and as the immediate caufe of the revolution j without 
. deciding upon his precife motives, it certainly procured him the incurable hatred of the 
\ nobles. His addrefs to the king on that occafion has been productive of the like difference 

"of opinion, by his admirers it has been produced as an evidence of philofophicaUove of 
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/liberty—" the pleafures. of unlimited power, fire/* faid he, <c are imaginary ; but par- 
rounded by the reprefentatiVes of the people, your majefty will be rekafed from the 

, a cares and anxieties, and many of. thofe painful regrets, which render unhappy $ prince 
" of fenfibility, folicitous for the good of the ftate and fond of his people." Certain it 
is that this addrefs completely fixed the enmity of the queen and the whole phalanx of 

• courtiers ; nor could his fubfequent defence of titles and diftinctions, publiflied at a period 
the moft unfavourable to its obje£t, replace him in the loft confidence ,of the nobility, 
-while it fecured to him the immovable averfion of the republicans, and efl^blifhed an opinion 

* of Jus. inconfiflency which if it did not caufe him to be defpifed, rendered him fufpe&ed 
by all parties ; one meafure only was wanting to precipitate him from that elevation which 
he had fo fortuitoufly attained, his integrity had remained -untainted ; his work on the 
v finances, from which he had derived fo much temporary reputation, was found not to con- 
tain a fingle notice of the.expences of the celebrated Red-Book, and on its difcovery by 
the committee of finance, his anxiety to conceal it and fiis infolent demeanour to Camus 

r on its publication, accomplifhed the ruin of his. reputation ; it was confidered by the 
: people as fo outrageous a contrradi&ion of his afferted probity and virtue that confidence 
at once forfook him in every rank and fituation. 

■ x Intrigue and faction which had proceeded fo far in the army, were now extended to 
- the marine j in this important department the new order of things was particularly felt by 
: the nobility ; fhabprmciple in the naval fervice of a rival nation, which conferred com- 
: mand on thofe whofe long practical knowlege and tried experience alone elevated them to 

■ command, made no part of the fyltem of the old French government ; nobility alone was 

deemed fuitable to fill thofe fituations in an effeminate age, which required the united 
: qualifications of fcience, pra&ical fkill in nautical detail, an acquaintance with the pe- * 
; culiar ta&ics of fleets, and minds unemalculated by the habits of modern luxury; henc-es,, 

it was not a fubjed* of furprize to Frenchmen themfelves that, although equal in courage 
: and mental capacity to any other nation, they fhould be fo frequently vanquifhed by" 

the difcipline and fkill of their rivals. The national aflembly had decreed the adherence 
: of the nation to all exifting treaties, in which the family compaft was neceflarily included. 
. England had been fome time arming a fleet in confequence of her difpute with Spain ; a 
: fleet of thirty fail was ordered to be equipped at Breft, as it became uncertain how far 

• France might be involved in the expe&ed hoftilities ; and on this critical occafion it was 
: the progrefs of . intrigue became evident from the nature of diforders which took place 
. among the feamen at that port. On the thirteenth of September, while the fquadrou 
: was fitting -out with all poffible expedition, the Leopard frigate arrived from St. Domingo, 

• having on board a part of the refrattory aflembly, who, being diflblved by the king's 
governor, hand embarked on that fliip, at once for their immediate prefervation, to 

; anticipate accusations, and fecure friends in the mother country. The admiral who com- 
manded this vefifel had caufed a feaman to be confined for intoxication, and the crew had 
. Ihewn a ipirit of difcontent on that account ; fimilar proceedings had occurred upon very 
< flight and unufual pretexts in other fhips, and the difquietude became general ; the com- 
; manders affe&ed to trace the mutiny to the Leopard,^ the crew of which they alleged had 
; been depraved by their communication with the fugitive paffengers ; oth ere attributed it 
: with greater plaufibility to the general fufpicion which mutually prevailed between the noble 

; commanders and their plebeian inferiors, in confequence of their recent civil equalization; 
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a . report from the military aij.dr marine committee, prefented By Menou to the affenibly oil 
the twenty firft of Oftober, fo far fixed blame on the minifter of marine, de la Luzenie* 
that he refigned-on the twenty -feventh, and was fucceeded by Fleurieu; the archbiftiop 
of Bourdeaux alfo refigned about the fame .time ; and Duport Dutetre was appointed 
minifter of juftice ; on the fixteenfh of November Latour du Pin was fuperceded by dli 

Portail; the admiral Albert de Rioms refigned about the fame time, and a number of other 
naval officers ; and Bougainville, the celebrated circumnavigator, was appointed to the 
command of the fleet. Tranquillity foon reappeared in the navy, but fortunately for 
- France fhe was delivered from the neceffity of engaging in a naval war at that time, -by 
a convention foon after figned between Spain and England. 

It was in the courfe of the difcuffions on the affairs of the marine, on the thirty-firft of 
O&ober, that a decree was paffed, by which the national flag of France, which hitherto 
was white, was changed to the tricolor, or flag compofed of a blue, red, and white ftripe ? 
placed yertically. 

The metropolis, which had for fome . time enjoyed tranquillity, notwithftanding the 
troubles in the provinces, and the threatening manoeuvres on the frontiers, -was on the 
thirteenth of November difturbed by a duel between Caftries and (pharles Lameth, in 
which the latter was danger oufly wounded.; a report. was current that he was a&ually 
dead, and the people given to fufpicion from being witneffes of fucceflive plots, were eafily 
led to conceive the formidable fear of a confpiracy to affaflinatefucceffively all the patriotic 
members of the iffenibly ; an immenfe crowd was prefently affembied at the hotel de 
Caftries, which they proceeded ' to deftroy ; la Fayette, with his chara£teriftic vigilance 
repaired dire&ly to the fpot, with his wonted fortitude, adrlreffed the populace, and 
. reprefented to them the rafhjiefs and illegality of their conduft : it is equally to the credit 
of each party, that they defifted, and on coming out of the houfe every individual was 
fearched, to evince that plunder was not their objeft. 

We have already dated the reform in the affairs of the national clergy; their difcontent 
gave rife to a feries of decrees which were paffed in the latter end of the year 1790 ; 
in the month of July, among the other ecclefiaftical regulations, it was enabled, that 
every beneficed clergyman fhould fdlemnly take an oath, to watch carefully over the 
faithful in the parilh or diocefe which was entrufted to his care; to be faithful to the 
nation, the law, and the king .; and. to maintain, to the utmoft of his power, the new 
conftitution of France, and particularly the decrees relative to , the civil conftitution 
of the clergy." Many of the clergy, on the firft publifliing of this decree, fpontane- 
oufly offered to take the oath ; but in many places the revolution continued a mere dead 
letter^ till the 27th of November, when a morefevere decree was ena&ed, declaring 
. that alifuch clergy as fhould negleft to take the oath, fhould be confidered as virtually 
. ejected from their benefices > and condemning to fevere pains and penalties all fuch as 
ihould prove refra&ory. If the reform in the government was falutary and juft, fo was 
- the : policy of this meafure, .as it certainly went to place the government -of the church 3n 
. the hands of ; men who w.ere well affe&ed to the new conftitution, and to difengage 
the nation from a number of difaffe&ed perfons, who might be dangerous if poffeffed 
of ppwer. ..The cojifequence was, that many confcientious perfons, who. had not been well 
affected to the conftitution, refigned their benefices ; and indeed the fituation of- honefl 

inea with ftrift notions of church authority,' was" rendered extremely perplexing by f a 
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•juftice to add,, t'hat the feverity of this decree . was in fame degree mitigated by a.fubfe- 
^quent law, which affigned'to the non-juring: clergy a penfion of five hundred livres 

per annum. The king hefitated foine time before he would fen£Uqn this decree, how- 
ever;, he at length .agreed to it. / . ., 

The year 1790 clofed with fome acoeffion of popularity to the national-aflembly. A 
ftattie was decreed- to be erected to the memory of v« : oulfeau, and his widow was allowed 

penfion* Some other popular a£ts were, paffed ; but what conferred upon them the 

xhbft folid applaufe was' the report of the committee of finances, from which it appeared, 

that the national receipts exceeded the expenditure by three- millions, and that there 

was upwards of 500,000k fterling in fpecie in the public treafury. To the immortal 

honour of the affembly,, the pernicious and difgraceful tax of lotteries was totally abolift}- 

«edand prohibited., About the ciofe : of the year M. de St. Frieft, minifter of the interior 
.department, refigned. ; ' ) 

• . A. 179.x.! The 'fir ft a£t of the new year was not lefs honourable to the.coa- 
iftkuent - legiilatuxe. Inftead' of indicating (as its enemies infmuated) an inclination to 
prolong its ieflion, like the long parliament of England, a lift of articles was introdu- 
ced, which were neceffary to be difcuffed, previous to the final eftablithmeni of the con- 
ftitution ; after the determination of which, the affembly declared its intention of diffolving 

itfelf, and refigning its authority. 

Thejealoufy of the neighbouring potentates. who had looked with mixed emotions 
of jealoufy, hatred, and rapacity, on the progrefs of the French revolution,, now began to 
teftify a .fenfe of alarm and apprehenfion at its dangerous eftetts and a league was 
formed againft the rifing liberties of France, among the moft powerful nations of the 
continent.' Gordons of tfoops were advancing from Germany on the: north, from 

. Spain on the Tputh, and- from Italy and Savoy on the weft; and France, might be faid 
litterally to be- befieged' with hoftile armies.; The ftate of affairs and particularly of 

: Lewis retarded for a while th& execution of this plan : but the defigns of . the defpotic 

: courts never altered:; their action was cccafionly interrupted by circumftances ; but their 
tenor was diredb, and their conduft confident. - . . . - 

; The. only plea which the condufi of France afforded thefe powers for interfering in 
her domeftic concerns, was the claims of the German princes who hadeftares in Alface 
imd Lorraine*- On the fubverfion of the- feudal' infiitutions, the claims of vafialagg, 
\ and* mortmain, ; which tfrefe princes confidered as> their right,, were neceffarily aboliikecj. 
; It was in vain that the nationairaflembly repeatedly decreed them the ampleft compen- 
sations ;T he; views of the German courts were different* . Alface and Lorraine afforded 
tlie.exc.ufe ; but the object of the prbjeded war was clearly not the feignpriai rights of 
, a: few petty, princes; The cautious politics of the emperor Leopold, however, led 
: hirnrta p,urftie:the- moft courtly mfcafures in treating with France. On the- 2 2d. of Janu- 
ary: the; king: communicated to the affembly a letter from the, emperor of Germany, 
r im which titat monarch made the moft unqualified proteftations of his amicable intentions 
■ towards; Fjancejj but intimated at the fame • time, that, cc it was neceffary that - all 
the innovations that had taken place Jn< confequence of the degrees; of .the* 4rh of 

Auguft'ihQuld.be;tioneaway, andiniatte^pu.t oxk einoientifQQting*; WThe king, ; when?ke 
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communicated the letter, treated it merely as an official meafure- of the emperor, a 

head of the German* empire; and obferved, that he received at the fame time the 
mod pacific affurances from the court of Vienna- The affembly, however, were not 
to be impofed upon by the fineffe of Leopold ; they immediately decreed a confiderable 
augmentation of the national force, and that every defenfive meafure fhould be expe- 
ditioufly adopted. And the popular party now found it neceffary to- fix private agents at 
foreign courts. 

The hopes of thofe who were adverfe to the new conftitution were elated by the 
profpeft of a counter- revoulution, and the movements of * the hoftrle powers ; and the 
refentments of the refractory and ejedled priefts operated every where upon the fanaticifm 
of the populace. At Aix a club or fociety, calling itfelf <c Friends of the king and 
the clergy/* was inftituted ; the members of which, on the i 2th of December, in- 
dulged themfelves in the imprudent meafure of wearing the white cokade.- In the evening 
of that day, fome of the party met with a. number of perfons who belonged to a club 
of oppofite principles ; fome piftols were difcharged, and a riot immediately enfued, 
"The mob haftened immediately to the prifon, were Pafchalis, an advocate, had for 
fome time been confined for feditious writings and pra&ices ; and v in defiance of the 
municipality and the national -guard, tore him from his place of confinement, and hanged 
him with two others of the ariftocratic party, Meffrs. Roquette and. Dorimont, on the 
•neighbouring trees. 

At Lyons,, on the other hand, a defparate out ill-concerted confpiracy was difcovered^ 
which had for its objeft, to corrupt the populace of that city, by distributing money 
among them ; to bring back thither the ex-princes ^ to make that city the retreat of the 
king, if he could be detached from the national affembly ; and, if not, the affembly was 
forcibly to be conveyed thither along with him. 

In the neighbourhood of Vannes in Brittany the fanatic clergy openly preached agairift 
the conftitution : and in one country parifh, the^prieft, after having celebrated mafs, 
defired his congregation to kifs the crucifix, and gave them abfolution. — " Go now," 
faid he, LQ and plunge your daggers into the hearts of thofe impious perfons who have 
cc degraded your holy religion : you are faved !" The infatuated multitude, inftigated 
by this incendiary exhortation, marched in a body to Vannes. At this place how- 
ever, they found the Iriih regiment of Walfli and the national guard of TOrient 
prepared for their reception, and they were eafily repulfed and difperfed. 
* The public attention was now occupied with a tranfa&ion which would have been: 
of little confequence in any other circumftances of the ftate. On the the 20th of 

February, the prefid- nt of the national affembly received a letter from the king, ftating 
that his aunts, the daughters of Lewis XV. had left Paris that morning at fix o'clock, 
and that, as he was perfuaded that they could not legally be deprived of the liberty 
which the conftitution gave to every citizen to travel wherever their inclinations led* 
*he had not attempted to prevent their departure. This report was no fooner made 
than Canrus propofed that the civil-lift fhould be diminished in proportion to the provi- 
fion which the nation alotted them : this was again op pofed by Martineau ; but the 
affembly, confidering the circumftance as unworthy of their notice, pafted to the order 
of the day* On the following day, however, the fubje£t was renewed by Barnave, 

•who, as the conftitution committee were then occupied in providing a feries of regula.- 
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tions for the government of the royal family, propofed that they fliould be inftructed to 
prefent to the affembly the plan of a decree to afcertain the right which perfons allied 
to the throne fliould have to travel out of the kingdom. The propofal produced , 
another from Martineau, Goupil, and others, that the law againft emigrants fliould 
extend not only to the royal family, but to all other individuals : and that a reafonable 
abfentee-tax fhould be impofed, in order to difcourage emigration in general. 

In the mean time the ladies continued their journey, and with a train of carriages 
prefented themfelves before Moret, and produced to the magiftrates a paffport from 
the king, counterfigned Montmorin, and a declaration from the municipality of Paris, 
ftating that they arrogated to themfelves no right to flop any perfons- travelling through 
the kingdom. As, however, the municipality of Moret was informed that the matter 
was then under the confideration of the conllitution^l committee, they determined to 
arreft them. They had no fooner taken this determination, than a party of a hundred' 
or more of ' the chafieurs de Lorraine, with a number of domeftics of Montmorin. 
mayor of Fontainebleau, appeared before the gates, forced them open, and made a. 
•clear paffage for the travellers. At Arnay-le-Duc, the municipality was more fucefs- 
ful : there they effectually flopped the progrefs of the royal emigrants, and difpatched 
an account of their proceedings to the national affembly. On , mature confideration, 
•however, the legiflature decreed, that " as there was no pofitive law exifting which 
fanftioned the arreft of meidames, aunts to the king, it fhould be referred to the execu- 
tive power " and in confequence of this decree, after fome delay, they were left to 
.purfue their journey to Rome. 

• Thus the country was entirely deferted by all the different branches of the royal 
family; except monfieur. The people, whofe juft fears and fufpicions forefaw innumerable 
evils in thefe emigrations, affembled in a tumultuous manner at the Thuilleries ; and a 
report being fpread, that the only remaining brother of the king was about to depart 
alfo, -the mob immediately direfted their courfe to his palace, and infilled on a promife 
not to leave the kingdom. The prince conceded to the wiflies of the populace, and they 
<difperfed with every appearance of fatisfa&ion and joy; 

Gn the 28th of February an event of a more extraordinary and fufpicions nature 
•occured, and unfortunately contributed to encreafe the jealoufy and diffatisfa<5lion of the 
public. On the morning of that day, at the ufual hour of divine fervice at the royal 
chapel, a gentleman after walking fome time in the gallery requefled of the attendants on. 
the dauphin to be permitted to fee the prince. As he paffed into the apartment a poniard 

* of a peculiar conftru&ion was difcovered under his coat ; he was arretted and examined 
^before the mayor of Paris, and committed to cuftody. 

? "While the mavor was occupied with this affair, intelligence was received of a riot in 
'another quarter. The caflle of Vincennes had been directed to undergo fome repair-; 
♦and as that edifice had formerly been ufed as a llate-prifon, the jealoufy of the populace 
immediately took fire, and their imaginations reprefented to them the horrible fpeflxe 
of a baftile ftill more formidable than that which had been demolifhed. The fuburb of 
*St. Antoine was prelently in motion, and the objeft of popular fufpicion was powerfully 
affailed. 1VL* la Fayette was no fooner informed of this commotion, than he proceeded 
'thither, accompanied by a ftrong party of the national-guard. The populace were 

<-eafxiy. undeceived and perfuaded to difperfej but what' was .the furprife of the 
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magiftrates and the national -guard, on their return; to the Thuilleries, to find the gate's 
barred againft them ; and as ibon as the gates were forced open, the apartments were 
difcovered to be filled with a number of men armed with l\vord-cant-s, piitols, .and 
poniards.,, who had entered by a back gate which was opened to them by one of the gem 
piemen of the bed-chamber. On enquiry being made by the king, " whence it happened 
that more than four hundred perfons armed in a fecret manner had introduced themfeives 
■\vithout leave inco his apartments?" he was anfwered, that his nobility, alarmed by the 
affair of Vincennes, had alfembled for his defence. The king rebuked their indecent 
zeal, and affured them that he conceived himfelf perfectly fafe under the projection' of 
^he national-guard. The conftru&ipn put upon this tranfa&ion by the popular party 
was, that a confpiracy had ; een concerted by the chiefs of the ariftocracy to take advan^ 
tage of the firfi: commotion, which would necelfarily draw off the national-guard,* to put 
in effeft their long-proje£led plan of carrying off the king. Whatever might he the 
motive of the perfons who aflembled on this occafion, it gave too much countenance to 
the fufpicions of the people, and cberiflied that fpirit of party which it was To much the 
intered of the nation to coumeraft andTubdue. From thenceforward all of : the. nobiefle 
and others who vifited the court were called knights of the poniard. • : : *: : 
The beginning of March was dedicated by the affembly chiefly for the organization of 
the army. On the fourth it was decreed, that there ihould in future be only fix maref- 
chals of France, whole functions fhould be entirely military, and: whofe pay was. fixed at 
the rate of ihirty-thoufand livres per annum. With regard to the . marefch&Is- of France 
then exifting, it was determined, that fuch of them as fhould not be retained in adual 
fervice of the (late, ihould receive penfipns adequate to their a&ual merits. On the fuc* 
ceeding day Vi&or Broglio aiidrefled the affembly in favour of his father mar.efchal 
roglio. He obferved, " that the decree which had juft been paffed feemed to menace 
his refpeftable father, after a long and glorious carreer, with the deprivation of an .hon.or 
which he had obtained, not from favour,, but by merit. His father, he faid, aLway.s a 
firanger to intrigue, and repulfed from court even for his virtues, had lived among the 
folcliers from the age of fourteen. H;e was their friend, their patron, their father.. On 
.the late, unhappy occafion, he dated, that marefchai Broglio had been drawn from his 
retreat in the country by the pofitive order of the king--— That he was not privy to the 

afiembling of the troops near the capital ; and fo, little confeious of the defign, that on 
his arrival at court, his firfl: addrefs to cheking was-r- c Here are the troops ! but where 
is the enemy V That he was made acquainted with none of the meafures of the court, and 
heard of the difmiiiion of Necker only through the medium of public reports—That when 
he arrived at Metz, fo fenfible had he been of the difhonorable caufe in which he had 
been unconfeiqufly engaged,; that his. fpirits were funk, and his health had been vifibly on 
the decline 
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that by obtaining this liberal decifion he might overcome his father's fcruples, and induce 
him to adhere to his country. 

Towards the conclufion of the month feveral decrees were paffed relative to the cafe of 
a regency ; women were excluded from that truft, as well as from the fucceflion to the 
crown ; the regency was declared to belong of right to the next male heir to the crown, 
during the minority of the king ; the perfon of the minor king was not confided to the 
regent ; and he was pronounced to be of age at eighteen. Nearly about the fame period 
it was decreed, that every public functionary ought to refide in whatever place his fpecial 
duties were to be performed ; and that the king as the firft public functionary, fhould be 
always refident, during the feffion, within twenty leagues of the legiflative body ; and that 
if he, or the heir apparent, went out of the kingdom without a decree of the legiflature, 
they fhould be confidered as having forfeited their title to the crown. 

This difcuffion was fucceeded by one of (till greater importance to the welfare of the 
community : This regarded the fucceflion to property and the right of determining the 
difpofition of poffeflions after death. In the outfet of the debate, a very judicious diftin&ioii 
was eliablifhed ; and it was determined — Firft, to decide what was proper to be decreed 
with refpeft to the effects o/perfons dying inteltate ; Second^ whether any reftri&ion ought 
to be laid on teftamentary alienation. In this inveftigation the evils of the then exifting law 
of . inheritance were ftrongly depi&ed ; the barbarous and abfurd feudal inftitution of 

monftrated, that no fuch inftitutioa 
and was unknown in every part of the 
world but Europe now ; that it originated among the moft favage tribes, and in the molt 
uncivilized periods ; that, in the prefent circumftances of fociety. it was warranted by 
no jult motive, no inference, of reafon, no excufe ; that its bafis was injuftice, its confe- 
quences profligacy and crimes ; that the heir to a large fortune was generally corrupted 
by the pofleftion of it, and the younger branches devoted to beggary and proftitution ; 
that its effedts in a public view were (till more deplorable ; and that it was the principal 
caufe of that inequality among citizens which produced moft of the vice and all the mifery 
that exifts infoeiety. In fine, the opinion, that an equal divifion of property fhould take 
place among the children or relations of perfons dying inteftate, feemed to meet unanimous 
approbation, and was feme time after the difcuffion decreed. 

« On the other topic there was a greater diverfity of fentiment: In defence of the un- 
limited power of teftators, recourfe was had to the facred light in which property ought 
always to be regarded ; to the difcouragement which would be held forth to induftry, 
if men were not permitted to difpofe of their juft acquifuions agreeable to their inclina- 
tions. The power of Parents over their children was another forcible argument ; to make 
children independent of their parents, it was faid, would annihilate good morals ; youth 
is the torrid zone of human life, and muft fall the unrefifting prey of temptation, of 
debauchery^ of ufury, of every exifting corruption and depravity, if pofleffed of a 
premature and uncontrouled patrimony. The character of a father was reprefented as 
the moft facred of iitles, it is- that which the deity himfelf aflumes. The equal partition 
of eftates, was adduced as a proof .in favour of that arrangment which left the difpofal 
of his property to the will of the teftator. In the encreafe of population, it was faid, the 
landed. property of individuals would , be fubdivided into atoms, or the portions would be 

fo.^xtrernely final! as even. to baffle the' diligence of the colle&ors of the land-tax. 



Vol 



X 



U. HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1791, 

The arguments on the other fide were not lefs ingenious : It was faid that the queftion 
was fimply, whether the deliberate will of the law or the caprice or pafiions of indivi- 
duals fliould be the rule of civil rights ? If the law had determined that the equal 
divifion of property was for the good of the ftate, the will of an individual ought not to 
interfere with the public welfare. Parents were often arbitrary, and this difpofition went 
to obftruft the public profperity by creating enmities in the bofom of families, and perpetu- 
ating the inequality of fortune among citizens, upon principles which fuperceded real 
merit and virtue. It was not however contended that this reftri&ion fliould be fo abfolute 
% that a parent fhould not have it in his power to teftify his affection for a deferving child* 
nor to withhold from a child lefs worthy ; the object was, to leave a part of the inherit* 
ance at the difpofal of the teftator, and to diftribute a part in fuch proportions as fhould 
ieem moft likely to promote the profperity of the commonwealth. 

Of the latter opinion was Mirabeau : but he fpake no longer from the tribune, which 
had fo often refounded with the thunders of his eloquence, but from the dark and filent 
regions of the dead. While the law of fucceffions continued in agitation, he was feised 
with an internal difeafe, the feat of which was faid to be in the pericardium ; and at the 
early age of forty-two was cue off in meridian of earthly glory. During the molt feverc 
part of his illnefs, and even while ftruggling in the arms of death, he retained his mental 
vigor and all the ardor of the politician. A few hours before his deceafe he fent for 
Talleyrand-Perigord, and obferving to him that the law of inheritance was the order of 
the day in the aflembly, requefted him to take down his fentiments on the fubjedfc. 

They were read to the national aflembly. His death was foon after announced ; and it 
is difficult to fay whether the affli&ion with which they heard the news of his death, or 
the refpeft which they feemed to pay to his laft fentiments, was more honorable and 
confpicuous. Sufpicions were entertained that he died by poifon ; but on opening his 
body, no proofs were found to fupport the conjefture ; the exceffes of his youth had 
undermined a conftitution naturally vigorous, and deprived France at a critical period of 
one of her mod extraordinary characters. His talents were brilliant and the times and 'his 
fituation favorable to difplay them. Born of a noble but not opulent family, his early 
education had initiated him in all the engaging and ornamental accomplifhments ; his love 
of pleafure which is fo often conne&ed with genius, led him into all the varieties of the 
focial condition, and made him minutely acquainted with the human character ; perfec- 
tion and diftrefs had encountered him in early life ; it had taught him that danger appears 
more formidable in the approach than the conflict,, and while it induced a com mi-Aeration 
for others, it made him firm ; a tedious confinement in the Baftile, had weaned him 
from the flightinefs of confeious genius and confirmed him in ftudious habits ; and above 
all had filled him with an unconquerable averfion for tyranny. With a mind vigorous, 
and comprehenfive, intuitive and acute, thus feverely tried in adverfify, intimate with 
the intrigues and follies of courts; his deep penetration, his promptitude, his fluent 
eloquence, his powerful voice, were all adapted to command attention; he united a 
talent for repartee with the powers of profound reafoning, fo that he was always ready 
to difconcert or confute ; few flateftnen poflefFed -more extenfive views, few orators have 
been capable of bolder flights, of a more paflionate addrefs, or a more energetic expreflion. 
But the fplendor of thofe talents, which nature and habit appeared to have formed to 

to govern and direct a popular aflembly 5 were clouded fey -the -reputation of his private 
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life ; for although Eis features were harfh and his perfon clumfy, he poffefled the art of 
rendering himfelf a favourite of the fex in a debauched court, and to be more fuccefsfiU 
in his triumphs than thofe numbers who in the fame circles with difpofitions equally pro- 
fligate poffefled perfons better formed for fedu&ion ; hence among the really virtuous he 
was an object of fufpicion and diflike, by the faftidious and hypocritical he was abufed, : 
and treated with referve by all whofe rank did not place them above the vulgar feverity 
of moral cenfure* 

His politics though generally clothed with profeflions of the utmoft reverence for the 
public voice and of regard for the people's liberty and happinefs, with laviih praifes of 
their virtues and fuperiority, were (till too vifibly governed by perfonal ambition alone : 
with paflions ftrong and vehement, the confcioufnefs of his talents buoyed him up with a 
perfect confidence that he fhould overcome the conftant refinance of an evil reputation j 
thence it is that his politics prefented a perpetual ftruggle between his love of power and 
his anxiety to fecure the public fentiment, fo much eftranged from him by his chara&erj 
thus it is that the inconfiftencies which even his great talents could not hide, may be 
accounted for, and that his fupport of the abfolute veto ceafes to be furprizing ; that while 
the tribune refounded and his hearers were inflamed with the name and attributes of 
liberty, fober refle&ion taught, 'that the goddefs of his adoration was not (he who fpreads 
equal light and jufticeover all* but that meretricious impoftor who affumes her name, and 
difpenfes favours to a fed oracaft, or as the reward of proftitution. That he received 
the money of the court in the carreer of his highefl popularity has been afierted, and his 
previous need compared with his fubfequent profusion fupports the pcfition ; that he 
had bargained for a fituation in the adminiflration was placed above doubt, which accounts 
for the ardency of his efforts to obtain feats for the miniftry in the aflembly, nntwithftand- 
ing his knowlege of the pernicious example of England ; his conduct on this occafion. 
toward Lanjuinais, who had carried the motion againft their admiffion, difplayed theexcefs 
of mortification and diiappointrnent ; thenceforward his jealoufy of thofe who appeared to 
rival him became confpicuous, and continued to his lafl illnefs, in which he openly ex- 
preffed an apprehenlion that the democratic party would gain an afcendancy which would 
reduce the power of the crown : but he was confeious that he could never afpire to be a 
king, and a monarchy alone could afford hope for talents united with vices, fince iii 
republics virtue is a neceffary qualification for public trull and a confequence of equality* 
Yet as an orator, the fairett teltimony to his memory is the amazir g power which he 
poffefled in a numerous and turbulent aflembly, and his confeffedly excelling all the 
efforts or fo many iliuftriotis rivals and contemporaries. The faculty on which heisfaid 
to have moft valued himfelf, was that of improving on the ideas of others, and perpetu- 
ally d^ .ving even from his adverfaries a copious fund of matter ; but as a writer he has 
been charged with carrying this indulgence to an unworthy extent, he has fought the 
affiilance of men who in various branches of fcience infinitely furpaffed him, .and 
having profited by their liberality, has worn their laurels as his own ; a plan of public in- 
ftru&ion which he had prepared and communicated to many of his friends, and which deatlx 
pre vexz red him from prefentiug to the aflembly, was borrowed from a written difcourfe of 

ChaiiiiWt, a member of the French academy, who afterwards preferred death to a 

coexiftence with' Roberfpierre, but whofe modefty would not permit him to affix-, the. 

^degree of merit to his work, which Mirabeau thought worth affuming to himfelf* 
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As a writer he was unequal and fometiraes obfciire ; his letters Trom Berlin exhibit a 

deep fagacity and extraordinary discrimination, and it has been juftly remarked that the 
characters he fketched there have continued to retain their refemblance through every (ub- 
fequent ft age of events ; in other inftances he has not evinced a fimilar truth, he has been 
acrimonioufly fevere, malignantly farcadic, and grofsly uncandid ; in the gallery of por- 
traits, which confided* of chara&ers of his principal contemporaries, he has made facri- 
fices to jealoufy and envy that rcflett a fickly (hade over his talents ; he endeavored to 
make fome feint reparation by denying that work. 

But his title to eloquence cannot be invalidated by the frailties of his paffions ; in the de- 
bate upon the title which the affembly (hould affume, Mirabeau propofed that of Reprcfenta* 
fives of the People ; but this being objected to upon the ground that the word peuple had been 
always ufed to imply the very lowed order in France, he replied — " I cart: not what 
fignification words affume in the language of prejudice, here I fpeak the language of 
liberty, and I am fupported by the old example of the Englifh and the modern wifHom 
of the Americans : when Chatham -compreffed the charter of nations in a fmgle ex- 
cc predion, the majejiy of'%e people — when the Americans declared the rights of the people 
cc in oppofition to all the.tralh that was faid and publifhed again d them, they (hewed that 
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they underdood the true fignification and energy of expreffion which common fenfe 
defignates, and upon which freedom only damps the value that intrinficahy belongs to 
it. . I perfid in my motion therefore — Ye*! and in that expreflion alone which is found 
fault with — I mean the French people — becaufe it is a name not diffidently refpefied in 
* c France — becaufe it is obfeured and covered with the rud of prejudices — becaufe it con- 
veys an idea which wounds egotifm, and pride, and mortifies vanity — bacaufe it is 
mentioned with difdaininthe houfes of aridocrats — it is for thefe very realons I adopt 
it,, and that we ought to edablifh it, and render it refpedtable in the eyes of miniders 
" and courts. " 

On an occafion when fent by the affembly at the head of a deputation to the king, the 
perfons in waiting inftead of notifying the attendance of the deputies, differed them to It and 
unnoticed in an antichamber ; Mirabeau burning with indignation addreffed the principal 
m officer in waiting, who had been a duke, — " Sir! I order you to go and tell the king 
" that the reprefentatives of the French people are here." He was implicitly obeyed • . 

But thefe tranfa&ions were prior to the queftion of the veto, when the funihine of the 
.court would. not wade a fingle ray upon him, and the fvniles of Ma ; ia Antonietta were 
yet too precious to be laviihed upon popular men. But his fedudion by the court, nor 
the more public errors of his life, did not deprive him of that refpect which was due to 
his talents,, when their luftrewas dill bright but could offend no more : during hisillnefs 
his door was befieged by enquiring citizens, whofe countenances; befpoke their farrow- 
The magidracy of Paris and the national affembly decreed a mourning of eight days: by 
a refolution of the legiflature alfo, z public funeral was ordered, and was attended by the 

national affembly, the miniders, magidraies, judges, the national.guard of Paris,; the 
fociety of friends to the conditution, or Jacobins, and an immenfe body of fpe&ators. 
• The magnificent new church bf St. Genevive was confecrated for the reception of great 
men! , and Mirabeau was the fird to whom that honor was decreed. As the new church 
'however was not completed, the body was for the pre fent deposited in aa ancient church 

adjoining ; by the. fide of the coffin containing the allies of Pefcart^ \s j 
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The next difcuflion which occupied the affembly, • was the organization of the-minrftnr, 



Should 



d it was alfo decreed that no member 

the administration till four years after 



the conclufion of that legiflature of which he was a member. The appointment of, 
minifters was vePcedin the king ; but their number was to be regulated by the legiflature. " . 
Theminiflers then appointed were,-ift, A minifler of juflice, who was to keep the great' 
feal, to execute all laws relative to the fan&ioning of decrees, to-preferve correfpondcnce 
with all the inferior departments of juflice, to fubmit to "the legiflature all quePdons of 
jurifprudence ; 2d, A minifter of war, to fuperintend the regulation of all the troop? of 
the line, to order the movements of the armies again ft the enemy; 3d, A minifler of 
foreign affairs, to fuperintend and conduct all correfpondence With foreign courts, to 
enforce the execution of treaties, .and to have a general care, of the political and com- 
mercial interefts of the kingdom ; 4th, A minifter of marine and for the colonies. The 
minifter of foreign affairs to have a falary of 1 50,000 livres (about 7,400!.) and thereft 
100,000 livres (about 5,000k) per annum. The king and the minifters to compofe a great 
council of ftate, for the due exercife of the executive power. 

The noblefie aflembled on the borders of Alface, began now to create fome alarm in 

)le. 'The emigrant army had been reviewed by the prince de Conde : their uni- 
ts black, faced with yellow, with a death's-head furro.unded with a laurel wreath 
on one cuff, and a fword on the' other, with the "-motto, " Conquer or die." ' The emi- 
grant's alfo, .it was added, were well received by m oft of the German princes, and every 
thing appeared hoftile on the frontiers. As the cardinal de Rohan had taken an aftive 
part in feducing the people from their duties, an act of impeachment was decreed againft 
him and fome other of the principal emigrants. 

Wjlh this circumftarice feyerai others occurred to keep awake the ever-watchful, eye of 
nooular fulbicion. The kine had been alwavs of a 'turn of- mimldeeblv imbued with the 
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devotees ; the ecclefiaftics were not ignorant of this difpofnion," and as thole who were 

adverTe to the "change ilood in mo/l need of prote&ion, and were. from, fympathy attached 
to- the monarch, whether he entertained them through , prejudice and. predeliSion, or 
through mere compaflion, he was furrounded with non-juring- priefls, and other perfons 

of this charader ; they were faid' to be received with peculiar cordiality ; thefe were 
.new* caufes of alarm, and the people had not forgot the fingular tranfa&iori of the 
Thuilleries on the stfth of February, which in all probability was frequently exaggerated 
by them. We cannot,;.therefore, be fiirprifed at a tumult which took place on the i3th 
of April, while the royal family was preparing to fet out for St. Cloud, where they 

intended to pafs the Eafter-holidays. The populace, who confidered this as only fore- 

.boding the flight of the king, and a counter-revolution, clamoroufly lurrounded the 
carriage, and infifted on their majefties return. It was in vain that Bailly and de la 
Fayette oppofed this phrenfy ; in vain they exerted themfelves to procure a free paifage. 
for the carriage. A fet of orators better adapted to the ears of the common people* 
,exclaitned, "If the king efcapps, there will be a civil war, and the ftreets of Paris will 
5: be. deluged with the blood of its citizens." The national-guard refufed to a&— u We 
; c ^knov/," faid the grenadiers, u that we^ are violating the law ; but the fafety of the 
• 4C country is the firft of laws." One of the national guards approaching the king told 
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him, he a&ed unwifely iri countenancing the unconftitutronal priefts.*—'* Who made you 
" the arbiter of. my confcience feHow!"' replied Lewis. 

The royal family,, however, was obliged to return, and the king on the following day 
repaired to the affembly, where, in a difcourfe of fome length he complained of the infult, 
and concluded, "I did not choofe to repel, that refiftance by force, which might have 
proved fatal to a multitude, who, being mifled, imagine they are a&ing in fupport of 
the law when they are infringing it ; but it is of importance to the nation to prove that 
I am a free agent. Nothing can be more eflential to give authority to the fanclions which 
Ihave granted to yonrdeerees. On" that account, therefore, I perfift in my intention of 
going to St. Cloud, and the affembly muft be convinced of the propriety of my re- 
« foiuuon." 

He was.anfwered in a. cordial f£eech by the prefident; and on his retiring, no further 
notice was taken of the circumftance. But. the king not proceeding as he had refolved, 
the people remained convinced, that the interruption alone prevented his going to Com- 
peigne, and it was openly afferted without contradi&ion, that poft-horfes were lard on 
that road, fufficient for the conveyance of him, and all his family. The populace were 
therefore impreffed with the mod humiliating ideas of the king's hypocrify, and one of 
the ftreet orators repeated ta feveral groupes on the nineteenth and twentieth, that, cc a 
king was clearly a very ufelefs perfonage — a monfter, who devours thirty millions of 
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livres annually ! 5> 

The writers of all parties have.done juftice to the fpirit and propriety . which dif- 
tiftguifhed the conduft of de la Fayette on the 18th. . On this occafion he, with the other 
ftafi-officers, fent in their refignation, obferving, that fince the national-guards would no 
longer obey, he muft ceafe to retain a command which was merely nominal. This 
event was no fooner known than all Paris was feized with a general confirmation ; nor 
could all the jealoufy of La Fayette's enemies prevent their foliating in a body, and under 
circumftances the riioft refpeftful to him, that he would* re-afiume the command. After 
fome hefitation on his part, and the ftrongeft affurances given on theirs of entire obedi- 
ence, he agreed on the 24th to comply with their wifltes. 

Robefpierfe, who became fo confpicuous afterwards, was at this time anobfcure in- 
dividual of the affembly. Danton was not a member, but then the molt influential perfon 
of the Cordeliers, a club that was confidered as the moft patriotic, and entirely republi- 
can. Marat was alio a member of that club, but of no- great influence, only among the 
molt illiterate of the populace whofe garb, mariners, and paflions he ftudied, and in a 
journal which he publilhed, addreffed himfelf in ordinary language with an. extraordinary 
effect, to their plain underftandings. - 

At this period, the department of Paris prayed the king, to notify to the powers 
of Europe, his full approbation of the conftitution ; which he complied with ; and at their 
inftance, he difmiffed from about his perfon thofe obnoxious people who had been a 
principal caufe of the fufpicion. The bifhop of Senlis, cardinal Montmorency, Viilequier 
and Duras of the bed-chamber were dtfmified, and all the priefts of his chapel. New 
• affurances of fidelity to the conftitution, w& of loyalty to the king, paffed between the 
Tovereign arid the national affembly, and all was quiet. 

The meafure of an addrefs to the powers of Europe, was a fevere trial of the charafter 

'of Lewis; -it- was certainly calculated to enfure- the peace of France, and as a teft of 
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his own difpofitiQii* taenfure the- fecurky of the conilitutioii,- by. defeating, the defigns of 
thofe who either doubted his o.wa pjd&eiplgs or were; inimical by principal to the regal 
government. MonDtnorin was at thi& time minifter for foreign affairs % and in his official 
ehara&er he read; to the afiembly the- circular letter tranfmittieA to the French minifters 
at foreign courts, as* the- fincere. fe^tiraents of • the king refpedting the. ftate of France and 
she conftitution,. ftat/ing that: the n-iimfters were required to, makeit known, generally that 
no doubts might remain. In this letter the following! account of, the revolution. is given — 
That which is. called the revolution: is: ift feflr the mere, annihilation of various abufes 

w ■ 

<c which had infenfibly accumulated in. the courfe of ages„ through the, indifference of 
cc the people or the. abufea of ministerial power,* but never -were part of the power of 
* c the kings* 

ci Thofe abufes. were not left detrimental to the nation, than to the. monarch. Under 
« c the happieft reigns they were attacked by authority, but without being removed* 

They exift no longer. The fovereign nation confifts of citizens equal in their rights. 
* c There is no power fuperior to the law — no organ by which the law can f peak but 
" thofe functionaries fpecially appointed by the nation to that duty — and the king is the 
" fir ft of thofe funttionaries. Such is- the revolution." 

To a meffage fo~ well, calculated to preferve peace and reftore h.armony, the affem- 
bly replied by a numerous deputation, at the head of which was their pre fi dent, and 
thanked him in terms of the warmeft praife and attachment; but we fhall have occafion 
prefently to lament that a declaration founded fo. apparently in the pureft virtue and dlf- 
intereftednefs, was but the. prelude to actions the mod opppfite. and fatally hoftite to this 
declaration, to the happy calm which k was likely to produce, and to the peace of the 
nation and the throne, and to hisperfonal fafety j we fhall find that at the period when 
this declaration was jraade to the afiembly and to all Europe, that the king was perfectly 
acquainted with fchemes for his flight from that country, and the violation of that con- 
ftitution,. upon which he had palled that eulogy, and which he had fworn tp fupport ; we 
fhall find him realizing the fufpicions enter tai-ned > concerning his journey to. St. Claud, 
and only divided between the choice of two confpiracies formed by Calonne and Choifeuil 
in conjunction with the combined defpots of Europe ; we fhall find him acquainted with 
thefe, and with thofe ftupenduous defigns, which were then forming or formed a,t Mantua, 
at Pavia, and at Pilnitz. 

Before we enter upon tranfadtions fo momentous, the affairs of the colonies before 
and at this period demand fome notice. 

• Thefe commotions, which agitated the mother country, were trifling when compared 
. with the fatal animofities which prevailed there. The decree of March 1700 was fo 
far from quieting the jealoufies and difturbances exifting* that its immediate efieft feeme.d 
to be to Kindle the whole of the French Weft-India iflands into a flame. Before the 
arrival of the commifiioners who were to enforce the decree, a mulatto of the name 
of Oge, attempted to excite a rebellion in St. Domingo : his party was^ however, de- 
feated : he took refuge among the Spaniards ; they furrendered him, and .he expired 
: upon the wheel. The very troops which had been fent from France to. reft ore tranquil- 
lity, became infe&ed with the fame fpirit of infubordination. A regiment of native 
•troops too, which was named the regiment of Port-au-Prince, affaflinated. their coloneL 
The rebellious regiment was embarke4 and' fgnt; to Europe j but the king's ccmmifTaries 
ftill exercifed a feeble and dubious authority. 
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But the very decree of the aflembly, the fub fiance of which has been already intimi- 
ated, proved the moll deplorable fource of difcord. In that decree, parochial aflemblies 
were directed to be held previous to the forming of a colonial conftitution ; but. no 
definition was given of the perfons who were to form thefe meetings. The people 
of colour, not being excepted, concluded naturally that they were virtually comprifed 
in the law. The nioft violent contefts enfued, and a deputation was . fent over to the 
national aflembly, to demand an explanation. 

In May 1701, the matter was warmly agitated in the aflembly. The advocates in 
favour of the people of colour urged the declaration of jrights, which the aflembly 
itfelf had agreed on as the bans of their new conftitution, and even appealed to a 
higher authority, the great fundamental principles of reafon and juftice. The colonial 
deputies, and their abettors, confeffed that the prejudice againftthe people of colour wa? 
abfurd and unjuft ; but they alleged that it was a prejudice which could not be annihilated 
by a fingle decree, or be obliterated in a ihort ipace of time. That a law which fhould 
at once elevate thefe perfons to the fame rank with the white colonifts, would expofe 
the ifland to the fevereft calamities. The aflembly found itfelf in a moft difficult predi- 
cament. - The free people of colour on the one hand;, and their dependents, were 
numerous and wealthy ; and, on the other, the whites in the French iflands were maf- 
ters of nearly 200,000 negroes, were poflefled of all the aftuai power, and had exhibited 
the mod alarming fymptoms of independence.. They had already opened their ports 
to- foreign nations, and had threatened tp transfer their allegiance .to the Englifh govern- 
ment. The troops which' had been fent had been debauched from their duty, and 
corrupted in their principles, and little reliance could be. placed upon new debarkar 
tions. In this dilemma, the legifiature proceeded gradually, and with extreme 



caution. 



.On the 13th of May, a decree was pafled to quiet the apprehenfions of the colonifts 
with refoeft to the liberation of the negroes 5 and it was eftablifhed as a confttiutionai 
article, 6S that the. legislature of the mother country fhould decide nothing with refpeft 
to- the liberation of the flaves, but upon the aftual and formal demand of the colonial 
' aflemblies." This was followed, on the 15th, by another decree equally cautious, 
and in effect partial to the white colonifts ; which was, that people' of colour , born 
of -free parents on both fides, fhould be admitted into all the colonial aflemblies • and as 
to thole whofe parents on one fide only were free, the leqiflature would not determine any 
thing till thev heard the fentiments of the colonial aflemblies. : 
Thus, by a repetition of the fame timid policy which had produced the difturbances, 
the aflembly ftill continued to widen the breach. Neither' party was falisfied with the 
decree. The majority of the people of colour were not born of parents who were 
both free, fmce it happened that a considerable number was the offspring of Haves who 
had been in a ft ate of concubinage with their matters; and the white colonifts, on the 
other hand, found . their darling prejudice invaded even by this trifling innovation* 
The mo ft fatal difcord manifefted itfelf immediately. The aflemb-y feat over no troops 
to* enforce its own decree. The colonifts complained, that "the decree in itfelf was 
impracticable. • Stfch a icrutiny as it required into the pedigree and extra#ion ; of indi- 
viduals! could not be conduced without offence, , without difficulty, and litigation^ 

The white colonifts reprefented. in the ftrongeft terms, that this laft decree was a total 
violation of the preamble to the former ; though the aflVmbly had ian&ioned the ccn* 
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tinuance of flavcry, they ftill feared the abolition of the Have-trade, and determine*! 

to relax nothing in their feverity and oppreffion of the people of colour. 

In the mean time, the enemies of the revolution were not* inactive in inflaming the 
minds of both parties. The Haves, whether inltigated by incendiaries, or whether 
finding the civil authority which held them in obedience almoft annihilated, foon began* 
to take a part in the difputes ; and difcord, violence, and bloodflbed pervaded every 
part of the colonies. In Martinico, and the fmaller iflands, after much conteft, order 
was partly reftored; but St. Domingo remained a long time a melancholy fceneof de~ 
folation and civil -war. 

Every day encreafed the agitation prevailing inthe mother country ; difquietude was feen 
to invade the habitual hilarity of the French ; the counter-revolutionifts appeared more 
audacious as they gained in numbers, and the friends of a limited monarchy 
were now placed in that fitution which rendered it neceflary to decide between the reftor^ 

ation of the abolifhed abufes, and- more enlarged or democratical principles ; unfortunately 
their difnunion among themfelves, a paffivenefs which they called moderation, was little 
calculated to operate to the conviftion or the conqueft of their external anemies, or of 
thofe at home whofe hopes and pretenfions were founded on the bafis of prejudice and 
arbitrary government ; the malcontents on the frontiers, under the prince of Conde and 
d'Artois, had gained a confiderable ftrength by emigration, and with a view to intimidate 
their adverfaries and encourage thole who yet remained attached to the old or der of things., 
reports were induftrioufly circulated, that the German powers were preparing to join the 
emigrants, and with a mighty force to reftore the nobility and clergy- Thefe rumours, 
though apparently exaggerated, were not altogether to be dilregarded; the affembly therefore 
decreed, that notice fliould be given to Coiide, that his relidence on the frontiers, fmv 
roundedby fufpected perfons, indicated criminal defigns, and'that if within fifteen days 
he did not return to France, or depart from the frontiers, with a folemn declaration that 
he fliould attempt nothing againit the new conititution, he fhould be proclaimed a rebel, 
deprived of all right of fucceflion to the crown, and incur the penalties of attaint and 
forfeiture. Thefe fteps of ehe aflembly, though they produced no effect on the external 
enemies of the revolution, caufed fome referve in thofe who furrounded the court ; ex- 
perience had taught them the folly of their raflinefs, but their defparationor their h6pes 
did not fuffer them to profit by it ; on this occafion, the court once more afiumed the 
appearance of the molt difmterefted attachment to the conftitutiori, while its fecret in- 
trigues were carried on with redoubled ardour and activity. 

The celebrated Calonne had obtained the confidence of the Britifli cabinet, by 
means which if then known to the leading men in France, could not have left the difpo- 
Titionof that court m the leaft equivocal ; we fhall have occafion. in treating of the 
French concerns in Afia, to fhew *hat fo early as the year 1790 the Britifli government 
had manifefted the part which Ihe was determined to take in the French rovolution : At 
this period, through the agency of an emiflary in the fuite of the Britifhminifter at Paris, 
Calonne maintained a* correfpondence' with- the' queen and her partifans ; he had in con- 
junction with Bouille formed a confpiracy, the primary . feature of which was the flight of 
the king and royal family ; the barbarities at -Nancy fpirung from this fyftem fo deeply con- 
trived ; but another plot had : been formed as early as the. month 1 of March, .without any 

connexion' with or even any knowledge on either fide of the defigns of the other, though by 
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a very Angular concurrence the Fame ends were propofed to be obtained by nearly the fame 

means j the author of this plot was the celebrated Choifeuil, who had been at every court 
in -Europe foliating aid, and reprefenting it as the common caufe of kings ; it was natu- 
ral to expeft that fuch a projett could not fail of being acceptable to the queen's brother ; 
it was laid before the emperor Leopold, then at Mantua, who was eafily prevailed upon to 
adopt and fupport it with zeal. After arranging the various meafures for it execution, it 
was deemed expedient to communicate the particulars to Lewis, and obtain his concur- 
rence and co-operation. Count Alphonfo Dufort, an emigrant of tried fidelity and talents, 
was entrufted with this dangerous and confidential fervice ; he had various interviews with 
the emperor, agreed to fet out for Paris and to return with the king's afient. 
. The detail of Calonne's plot has never been developed, but the particulars of this have 
been difclofed ; and when the period at which it was put in motion is confidered, becomes 
a fuojeft of the firft'curiofity and importance : — It confided of twenty-one articles, which 
were delivered to Dufort in writing ; but he was enjoined to commit them to memory, left 
any intelligence he might receive, or any any accident {hould render it neceflary to deftroy 
the paper. The firft article expreffes the general defign of reftoring Lewis to his former 
authority. 

The fecond that the fcheme was combined and fupported by the emperor, the kings of 
Spain and Sardinia, the Swifs Cantons, and the circles of the empire ; and that there 
were aflurances from other powers of Europe that they would not oppofe. 

The third, that the emperor would order 35,000 men to march to the frontiers of Flanders 
and Hainault at .the fame time the troops of the circles, to the number of 14,000 at 
lead, fhould march to Alface. The fame number of Swifs to march towards theLionnois 
and Franche Comte. The king of Sardinia will enter Dauphine with 1 5,000 men, 
Spain had already 12,000 in Catalonia, and will augment to 20,000 the army which will 
threaten the fouthern provinces of France. Thefe different corps amount in all to 
100,000 j which being divided into five columns, will prefs on the different frontiers of 
France, next to the countries to which the columns belong. Thofe armies will be joined 
by fuch of the French regiments as had remained faithful, by fome armed volunteers 
who may be depended upon, as well as all thofe in the provinces who are difcon tented 
with the prefent government, who will declare for the king as foon as the armies 
approach. 

. The fourth — that the emperor is affured of the king of Pru fii a's good intentions, and 
has taken upon himfelf the dire£t correfpondence with the court of Berlin. 

The fifth — that care fhould be taken to keep this coalition fecret till the moment of 
explofion, for which purpofe partial infurreftions in the interior parts of the kingdom 
Ihould be. prevented. 

The fixth— that as a peace between Ruflia and Turkey will in all probability take 
place in july, nothing is to be feared from the diforders which a continuation of that 
jyar might have occafioned. 

. In the feventh;the reafons are mentioned at length for believing that one hundred thou- 
fandmen will be more than fufficient: the principal is, that thefe armies are to be confidered 
only as auxiliaries to the nobility, the troops and the natives of France who will declare 

for ithe fame caufe as foofl as the combined armies ihall appear on the frontiers* 
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The eighth — that every thing (hould be ready by the end of Auguft : a proteftation by 
all the branches of the Bourbon family, figned by the kings of Spain and Naples, and 



manifeft 



after. 



The ninth — that the emperor, though being the foul and chief of the enterprife, it 
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For this reafon, with the emperor's content, 
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the proteftation in the name of the houfe of Bourbon will appear in the firft place, and 
his imperial majefty's manifefto in favour of the injured princes, and in defence of all 
crowned heads, will appear with greater efficacy. 
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wait until it fhall be figned by the king of Spain before they fign it. 

The twelfth ftates, that the .king of Sardinia is in the.beft difpofition, his troops are. 
ready, and he only waits the fignal from the emperor. 

The thirteenth and fourteenth itate, that the diet of Ratifoon had not yet taken 
a) final refolution j and that other courts were expelled either to co-operate or remain 

neutral- 

The fifteenth entreats the king and queen not. to allow this plan to be difturbed 
by any new; ideas, and that they will be very careful to whom they communicate 
any part of the fcheme. 

v The fixteenth warns the king to place no confidence in la Fayette, and alfo not 
entirely to truft M. de. Montmorin. Mention is made of the king's declaration to 
foreign courts by his ambafladors, that it had fhocked many, but had not impofed 
on any perfon of difcernment with regard to the king's real fentiments. 

The feventeenth relates to particular manoeuvres intended to miflead the people's con- 
jectures as to the real defign. 

The eighteenth declares, that a correfpondence has been always kept up with various 
members of the French parliaments difperfed in different parts of Europe, who are 
to unite in the firft confiderable town of France that {hould be in the power of 
the coalition; and there to compofe a parliament, to eftablifh forms, to pronounce 
the nullity of the decrees of the national affembly, to judge. and condemn criminals*, 
and to give all poffible eclat to that court. 

The nineteenth, confifts of the warmeft injun&ions and encouragement to . their ma- 
jefties, it reprefents their fituation as very different from what it was before the eighteenth 
of April, before the king was obliged to go to the national alTembly, before he had fent 
the letter to the ambafladors and although it were to be wiflied that their majefties had 
before obtained their liberty, yet in the prefent jun&ure they are entreated not to liften. 
to any other propofalsfor that purpofe ; that their prefent objeft fliould be to leave no* 
means untried to bring the affembly into difgrace, and to raife their own popularity 5 . 
'from fuch meafures the utmoft advantage would be derived, when the people, terrified, 
at the entrance of : foreign troops into Fi ance, fliould fee no fafety but in fubmitting. It 
;adds, this is the emperor's opinion, and he reils all his hopes of fuccefs on a rigid ad- 
herence, to this. plan; nay entreats earneftly that every other ideVmay be given up 5 the. 
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dreadful confequences that would follow an unfuccefsfui attempt to efcape are anticipated 

with horror ; and the emperor thinks their beft fecurity is an army of 130,000 men pre- 
ceded by threatening manifefloes. 

The twentieth relates to the duke de Polignac and a perfon in the emperor's confidence 
who were to manage the correfpondence. And the laft article is the letter of credence, 
recommending full confidence in count Dufort* 

A plan fo extenfive, at a period when Bouille was at the head of the army on that 
frontier which muft of neceffity become the principal fcene of a&ion, and whofe treachery 
was unknown to all thofe whom it moft endangered, appeared to promife indubitable 
fuccefs : but, her evil genius, Calonrie poflefled an influence in the counfels of the queen 
which, when exercifed to ferve her, once more only helped to deftroy her j the influence of 
Bouille over the king operated in the fame way ; and the royal family were for a long time 
undecided between the two plans. Notwithstanding the fecrecy with which Dufort's 
miflion had been condu&ed, Calonne had actually contrived to obtain a perfedt knowlege 
of the projeft and a copy of the articles above enumerated ; his former fituation, the 
zeal he had manifefted, and the confidence of the queen, he thought gave him a juft claim 
to be made acquainted with every "meafure taken for the reftoration of the king's power ; 
and perhaps his jealoufy dittated the remonftrance to her majefty which led her to prevail 
on the king to finally rejeft the plan communicated by Dufort, who had already returned 
to Germany with the king's afient. 

On the eleventh of June, the king and queen, without any attendant, went to the 
apartments of madam de Rochereuil, a lady in the queen's fervice ; this fuit of rooms 
communicated by a corridore with the apartments of. the queen, and were ordered to be 
prepared for another perfon. 

On the feventeenth Dumouftier, Maldent, and Valory, who had belonged to the 
garde-du-corps, were provided with yellow jackets in the ftyle of couriers ; the former 
for the firft time had a private conference with the king, but received his orders from a 
perfon whom he did not know ; Valory was difpatched to Bondy on the twentieth to 
provide horfes, and the fame evening Dumouftier was Rationed with a coach and four at 
fort St. Martin ; while Maldent entered the palace, where he remained in a private 

apartment till near twelve j a coach with two horfes having been pofted at eleven in the 
cour des princes- 
Orders were given by the queen about midnight to drefs the prince and princefs-royal, 
and they were conveyed" to the apartment which was the rendezvous, where the king and 
queen with the princefs Elizabeth were in waiting ; there were beficles two ftrangers, one 
of whom conducted the two female attendants of the prince and princefs to the Quais d-e 
Voltaire, where having placed them in a carriage, he withdrew, and the ladies were driven 
to Claye. The other ftranger conduced the prince, princefs-royal., and madam deTour- 
zel to the carriage in the cour des princes, whence they were conveyed to the Caroufel, 
where the queen and princefs Elizabeth foon after arrived without any attendant, and 
were handed into the coach by the coachman. The king arrived laft, attended by Maldent, 
who mounted behind the coach, which drove immediately.to port St, Martin, where a 
carriage with four horfes waited Tor them all under charge of Dumouftier; they drove 
dire&ly to Bondy, where Valory waited with frefh horfes. The female attendants joined 

them on the road \ and they pa(Ted unfufpe&ed near an hundred and feventy miles from 
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guard at the Thuilleries narrowly efcaped the popular rage. 1 
of the fpirit and palriotifm of the nation, none could have bee 



Paris, although the king had* entered into familiar convcrfation with different people at 

feveral -poft-houfes where they had occafion to frop. 

About eight o'clock on the morning of the twenty-frit, the flight of the king and 
royal family was known ; the firft fenfation was an .emotion of confirmation furprife and 
indignation, the news fpread rapidly ; the people -hurried from all points to the gardens 
of the Thuilleries and the Luxembourg.; all theiigns bearing portraits of the king, or 
queen, or emblems of royalty were torn down, and trampled under foot ; the fe&ion of 
Luxembourg tore to pieces a banner that had been prefented to them bymonfieur ; even 
a man whofe name was Louis, was obliged to erafe it from his door j and the officer of the 

If a feft had been wanting 
n devifed fo decifive or fa« 
tisfa&ory. The aflembly received the news with a calmnefs and' dignity, fufficient almoffc 
to difcountenance oppofition. Their firft care was the public fafety and tranquillity* 
They committed to the minifters the execution of the laws, and the other political 
functions of the king. A new oath of fidelity to the nation was prefcribed to the military, 
which was taken by Rochambeau, la Fayette, d'Affry, and all the other officers and 
the armed force. Couriers were difpatched to all the different parts of the kingdom, with 
orders to flop the fugitives, and to recommend the prefervation of peace and good order. 
After thefe precautions the aflembly, with magnanimous calmnefs refumed their ordinary 
labours, and proceeded to the difcuffion of the penal code. 

.Recovered from their firft furprize, the.people remarked, that for fome weeks previous 
to this event, the emigrations had encreafed in an unufuai degree, notwithftanding the 
recent appearances of a good difpofition in the court;, that the circulating fpecie haddif- 
,appeared as if by a miracle ; that the nonjuring priefts had been more than ordinarily aftive 
though apparently more content; and it appeared that at the fame period of time attempts 

had been made to detach the privates of every regiment in France from their confidence in 
the aflembly, by a mifreprefentation of its decrees,' and by offers of money ; promotion had 
been offered to non-commiflioned officers of regiments on the frontiers, and every hour 
brought forth fome new evidence of the extent and long preparation of the plot. 

The perfidious Bouille, by a. variety of fictions and excufes, had evaded for a long time 
the civic oath ; but at length henad taken it with fuch fpontaneous tokens of zeal as 
left no room to doubt of his fidelity. He was entrufted with the prote&ion of the 
frontiers : a truft which he exercifed more confidently with his own character and views 
than with the principles of duty and honour. He either permitted the fortifications of all 
the frontier towns to run to decay, or affifted in their dilapidation. The garrifons were 
left without provifions or ammunition. The national foldiery were replaced wberever 
it was poffible -with foreigners, and the utmoft pains were taken to fpread difunion. 
and difcontent among the national troops. The place nominally appointed for the 
retreat of the Icing, was Montmedy, a fortified town of Luxembourg ; but it was gene- 
rally fuppofed that his aftual refidence was to be within the emperor's dominions. Here 
the emigrants from all quarters were, to be affembled, and were to act in concert 
.with the powerful fuccors which were to be furniftied by Pruffia and Auftria, while other 

diverfions were to be made, on the fide of Spain and Savoy, by the refpettive monarchs of 
thofe countries. 
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Such is the account which is mod generally believed of the motives and plans 
of this ill-concerted, and . unfortunate journey ; unfortunate for the country, becaufe 
it deftroyed public confidence and doubly unfortunate for the monarch, becaufe it for 
ever loft him the love of a people, who, in the mod diftrefsful and tumultuous circum- 
fiances of the revolution, were never before known to waver or abate in the perfomi 
regard which they retained for their fovereign. The king's intention was not kept 
fuch a profound fecret,. but that it was known to Gouvion, one of the officers of the 
national guard, who comtnunicated.it to the mayor and. la Fayette: the guard was 
in confequence doubled, and fuch precautions were taken as appeared likely to prevent 
every pofiibility of effecting the intention. However, the king, the . queen, madame 
Elizabeth, fifter to the king, and the whole of the royal family fuddenly difappeared* 
Monfieur and madame who were comprifed in his plan ; took the road to Mons ; and 
the king's, party that of Montmedy* 

Though, the majoiity of the nation,, unequivocally evinced their attachment to the con- 
Htution, the flight of the king. was viewed in very different lights, accprding as. the 
different parties felt their particular prejudices effefted by the event. But all concurred, 
m condemning the temerity of the minilters who advifed the king, to fly, fince it involved 
him in the guilt of an aft of perjury. At the firft dawn of the revolution, two parties only 
divided the mafs of the people ; the friends of previleges and ariftocracy, and the friends 
of liberty : but the latter had fince divided into two, and out of thefe ,one more dangerous 
to the aciftocracy arofe ; the republican party j to whom the departure of the king was a 
matter of triumph : their hopes, were now likely to meet at leaft a prefent gratification : 
they enlarged upon the abfurdity of a government which enabled an individual to throw 
the whole ftateinto confufion: they reprefented the king as a perjured monfter, . whofe 
patriotifm and love for his people would prefently be evinced by his entering France 
at the. head of the hoftile armies, to ravage the country, and to drench it r in. blood. 
The lofs of authority, they ftated, muft be ever, to him who once poflefled it, a fubjed 
of regret; and they exhorted the lovers of liberty, even if the king's flight .fhould be 
prevented, to make ufe of the opportunity to relieve the nation from a natural enemy* 

Others who profeffed to be more moderate preferred , a limited monarchy, as at leaft 
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form* 



perfefl: liberty 



They considered, that even if the republican Form was preferable, cuftom , had inured 
the French to monarchy, and their ftrongeft prejudices inclined them to fupport it : 
that the nation was not in a ftate to ftand the fhock of. afecond revolution ; they therefore 
ctfnteniplaled it as the happieft event that could, occur, fhould the king by any fortunate 
chance be reftored ; and.forefaw a, train of the molt formidable evils threatening the king- 
dom "and the people, fhould he fall into the'hands of their enemies. The royalifts were 
either filent or not to be feen. 

The hopes of the republicans were damped for the moment by the vigilance of two 
obfeure individuals. . To favor their efcape, the royal family had provided a paffport 

through the regular, offices, in the name of. the baronefs de Kroff, for herfelf and'fuite, as 
travelling to : Frankfort. At fome diftance from the capital detachments .of dragoons 
had been placed by Bouille, under pretence of guarding fome treafure for the pay of 
thefoldiers* At St, Menehould, a few leagues from the frontiers, the poft-niafteryDrouet 
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who had formerly been a dragoon; in the regiment of ; Conde, recognifed the queen ; the 

efcort of dragoons was relieved by a detachment of buffers, which confirmed the firft im-* 
preffioh of fufpicion : he inftantly determined to flop them, but being alone, he was pru- 
:dent" enough not to expofe himfelf. The carnage having pafled, and the cavalry prepa- 
ring to follow at fome diftance, he gave the alarm and a crowd collecting expoftulateci 
with the foldiers who became paffive ; meanwhile Drouet, with one Guilliame, fetoffon; 
horfeback for Clermont, where they learned that. the travellers inftead of going to Metz* 
had taken the road to Varennes ; thither they proceeded by crofs-rqads.\vith fuch fpeed as 
ito reach the inn of Bras tVOr^ a few minutes . ; before the fugitives; he had fpread the 
alarm as he had rode along, and inftantly informed Lehlanc the inn-keeper, that two car- 
riages were on the point of arriving with the king and royal family, who were fecretly 
.deferring the nation. The inn- keeper directly ran to a magiftrate, who fummonedtfu; 
municipal officers and the national-guards. Meanwhile the travellers had arrived, and 
: jrieafu res were taken:to:enfure their detention ; while the magiftrates proceeded to the inji 
•Drouetand'Guiilaumejfeized on a. waggon laden with furniture, which they threw down 
at the foot of a bridge over which, the travellers .mud necefifarily pafs to get. out of. the 
town. When the carriages had arrived, which was about midnight, the civil officers 
.with the commandant and a few others, furrounded the principal coach, and allied tire 
names of the travellers. The couriers behind .anfwered that they were all good patriots, 
and the queen produciug the paflport, figned. by Louis and Montmorin, faid Yvithpetu- 
lance that they were in .hafte ; the number of perfons collected was now more confide- 
rable, and feveral. appeared faiisfied with the paflporf; but the magiftrate had refolvedthat 
they (hould not proceed before morning, and obferved as a pretext that, the patTport was 
not figned by the prefident of the national aflembly ; . he fignifiedthat the roads were top 
.difficult to travel by nighty and urged them to tako apartments in his houfe, which they 
Telu£tantly aceepted ; feveral noticed the refemblance of the . king to the portrait pp. 
the fifty liyre affignat, others remarked that the children correfponded in number and 
age with thofe' of the royal family, and. ail agreed that it was very extraordinary that a 
Ruffian baronefs fhould be fo ftrorigly efcorted by French troops. A party of huifars 

under the command of an aid-de-camp of Bouille arrived, and drew up before the door* 

and were ordered to perform fome evolutions ; the officer commanding the national-guard 
iufpefted their intention was to feize on two pieces of cannon which had been a fe\v 

moments before brought in, he ordered them to be planted at the extremeties of the 
ftfeet, fo as to place the h'uflfars between two fires, and addreffing the huifars, faid he hoped 
they were too good citizens to aid the flight of the king or in the injury of their brethren. 
The officer of the huflars offered to move his corps, but the national-guard who were now 
drawn up refufed. to let therri pafs ; the huffar officer (truck at the officer of the national- 
guard with his fabre, the latter evaded the ftroke, and drawing a piftol wounded 'the 
other. The huffars looked on at. the. rencontre with perfect complacency, and. when their 
officer was removed for furgicaiaid, they demanded an officer of the national-guard to 
command them.' * ' •:* 

■ Meanwhile DeLon, a judge of the diftrift, who had frequently feen the. king, was. lent 
for, and on his entering the apartment, fignified by an expreffive i look to the magiftrates 
that it.was'unqueftionably he. :The unhappy prince faw that further diffimulation would 

be vain, andaddrelfed himfelf with great . emotion to the. magiftrates— • " : Yes, I am.your 
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* c king— I have fled from Paris, where I was fur rounded with poniards and bayonets 



I have come to my faithful fubje&s of this province in fearch of liberty and fafety 



* c I mean to' proceed no farther than Montmedi — I entreat you not to impede me. 

The queen alfo addrefled them, and conjured all around to fave her and her children : 
but the magiftrate was immovable ; he produced a copy of the decree which rendered it 
unlawful for the king to go to a greater diftance than twenty leagues from the national-aflem- 
bly, that he had fworn fidelity to the nation and the law, and that their return to Paris was 
Indifpenfable, and they were obliged to fet out. 

The news of thefe tranfaftions were brought to Paris by Mangin a furgeon, who had 
been with feveral others adive in collefting the national-guards. The fatisfa&ion which 
this evidence of the attachment of the people produced in the afiembly and capital is not 
to be defcribed; the uncommon tranquillity that had fucceeded the firft confirmation, 
was not even now difturbed ; the aflembly with a moderation that was truly humane and 
dignified, decreed that meafures fhould be immediately taken for the protection of the 
king, the heir to the throne, and the reft of the royal family, and Petion, Latour-Mau- 
bourg, andBarnave, members, were inverted with full powers, and ordered to proceed to 
meet them ; Bouille was fufpended from his functions, and ordered to be arretted, but 
he had fled ; two commiffioners were appointed to examine the inferior agents in the flight, 
and Tronchet, d* Andre, and Duport, to receive the declaration of the king and queen. 

The royal family was efcorted to Paris by a confiderable body of the national-guard, 
who encreafed in numbers as they approached the metropolis, and public tranquillity 
was fo well preferved, that they entered the Thuilleries on the 25th without any diftur- 
bance, and with no apparent inconvenience but the fatigue of the journey. On the 27th 
the commiflioners waited on the king and queen to receive their declarations. 

The king afligned as his principal motives " the infults he and his family had received, 

and the danger he conceived them to be in from thofe infults not having been punifhed. 
That his defign was not to have quitted the kingdom, but only to repair to Montmedi, 

where he would have been better fituated than in the capital, for oppofing the attempts of 
foreign powers, and from whence he could have with eafe repaired to any other part of 
the frontiers where his prefence might have been requifite. That another object he had 
-in view was to afcertain, what the real difpofition of the nation was refpecting the confti- 
tution, which, had been varioufly represented to him, but which he now knew to be 
decidedly in its favour. That he wiftied to prove to France and all Europe that he was 
at liberty; and not a prifoner as was believed by many. That as he had it not in his 
power to quit Paris publicly, he had left it fecretiy ; but without any concert with foreign 
powers, with his own relations, or any French emigrant. That he had ordered th 
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three perfons who had accompanied him as couriers to provide themfelyes with travelling 
jackets, becaufe they were to be fent with difpatches, and that he had not communicated 
any thing more to them until the day of their departure. That the pafiport was obtained 
for- a foreign country, becaufe there are none given, for travelling within the kingdom. 
That if he .had intended to go out of the kingdom, he would not have ordered his 
memorial addreffed to the French nation to be made public the day after leaving the 
Thuilleries, but would have delayed until he had at leaft pafled the frontiers/ 5 

Monfieur and madam, who had taken a different road, were more fuccefsful ia effect- 
ing their efcape, and arrived fafe at Bruffels on the 23d. 
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.The neceffity of completing- the fabric of the conPatution became now more tliati ever 
apparent, and the affembly laboured inceffantiy on the municipal ' code * and the orga- 
nization of the army. In the mean time every precaution was taken to prefer; e the 
peace of the ^ kingdom ; and a decree was pafied, the fubftance of which was, that fuch 
of the emigrants as did not return within two months fhould be fubject to triple 
taxes for the year 1791. • 

* The flight of the king feemed indeed the fignal for the emigrants to commence their 
hoftile proceedings. M. Gazales and fome others of . the ariftocratic party fent m 
their refignations to the national alfembly ; troops were, levied on the frontiers in the 
Icing's name, and many of the former officers of the royal regiments had for fome 
time exerted themfelves to feduce the foldiers from their allegiance by promifes of 
advancement and high rewards : their attempts, however, were in general without fuc- 
chk ; a circumftance which has not been adverted to by thofe who fuppofe the 
attachment of the French foldiery to the revolution to have been entirely venal. 
As thefe levies were made in the name of the king, he thought it proper formally 
to difavow them, which he did in a letter to the national alfembly dated the fevemh 

of July. . 

The return of the king appeared to make very little alteration in the defigns of the 

fovereigns who were confederated againft France. Spain, indeed, v/hofe political interefts 
were more diametrically oppofite to a rupture with France, renewed on the occafion its 
profeffions of amity. The other courts ftill kept at a diftance, and the German frontier 
was crowded with troops, and every where engaged in military preparations. He mud 
indeed know little of public affairs, who can. fuppofe that fuch a circumftance could make 
any alteration in the intentions of the combined courts. The politics of defpots are 
always felhfh ; increafe of territory is ftill their favourite purfuit. It would be weak 
to fuppofe that companion for the emigrants, fympathy for the king, or even zeal for 
the maintainance of royal authoiity, would be motives of themfelves ftrong enough to 
engage them in the expences and difficulties of war. A ftronger incitement rnuft be 
iuppoied ; and that could be no other than the dif nemberment of France, and the anni- 
hilation of her power, Auftria, victorious and enriched with the fpoils of France, might 
gratify the rapacity of. Pruffia with fome of the petty ftates of the empire * r and that 
power, which hitherto fecretly ftimulated rhe combination^ would at once be left in polfefTion 
of the uncontrouled dominion of the ocean and the Eaft and Weft-Indies- 

France, however, ftill continued in too united a ftate to warrant . any immediate 
eriterprife againft ' her. Addreffes breathing the ftrongeft profeflions of loyalty and 
attachment to the conftitution poured in from every quarter. Foreigners refiding in 
France feemed felicitous of the honour of being clalfed' among her citizens. The 
conduct of the affembly was not unworthy of the confidence which the nation feemed to 
place in its virtue and patrotifm. Calmnefs, dignity, and moderation characterized its 
proceedings. Their conduft was the moft powerful rebuke on the hypocrify of Lewis. 
In oppofition to the republicans, they tenacioufly adhered to its conftitutional decree 
concerning the inviolability of the king's perfon. Even the emigrants were treated 
yith a degree of indulgence: the prince de Conde himfelf, though profefie'dly in a 

jbie^of war with his country, did not experience either hafte or feverity- from the 

* Vol/ IV. ft B* 
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affembly. Duveyrier was fent as envoy to him and the other princes, to folicit 

their return to the enjoyment of happinefs and fecurity in the bofom of their country ; 
but to their enternal infamy, this ambaffador of peace was imprifoned, and infulted in 
the moft barbarous manner. 4 

The unanimity which prevailed throughout France, from the time of the king's 
return till his acceptance of the conftitution, was however interrupted by a fhort 
but difgraceful riot at Paris Several efforts had been made by ill-difpofed perfons, in the 
pay of the emigrants, and the hoftile princes, to difturb the public tranquillity, by cir- 
culating lifts of members of the affembly who were reported to be bribed to betray their 

trufc, and other infidious manoeuvres. Thefe efforts however all proved abortive till the 
morning of the 17th of July, when the magiftrates were alarmed by the report that 
Ur large body of feditious perfons were about to affemble in the Champ de Mars 3 . 
the profeffed objeft of whom was to petition againft the re-eftablifhment of the king^ 1 

a meafure which the Jacobin club had debated warmly. Two of the magiftr ates were- 

fent to the fuburb of St. Antoine, where they had the fatisfa&ion to find that the* 
darni was a falfe one and that every thing was quiet. At eleven o'clock, however, two-, 
unfortunate perfons, who had fecreted themfelves under the altar of confederation, were 
murdered by the mob, on a fufpicion that they havl intended to blow it up with gunpow- 
der. Three municipal officers were therefore difpatched, at the head of a battalion of 
national rguards to feize the murderers and difperfe the infurgents. The mob attacked' 
the national-guard, and one man had the audacity to fire on La FayeUe himfelf The 
man was feized ; but La Fayette, with great generofity permitted him to efcape. The- 
red flag was now difplayed, and martial-law proclaimed. The national-guard was at* 
length obliged to fire upon the people, who did not difperfe till about twelve were killed, ' 
and fifty or fixty wounded. It was afferted, with what truth it is difficult to fay, that* 
foreign emiifaries were difcovered among the populiace diftributing money, and exciting; 
them to rebellion. 

Before we pafs the sera marked by the diffolution of the conftituent affembly, and! 
take up the tranfadions of the fecond, or legiflative affembly, it may be ufeful to notice 

fome events of French affairs in Afia, which, though not known in Europe at the clofe* 
of the year 1791, properly belong to this period of hiftory, and which may ferve to 
illuftrate fubfequent events of greater magnitude and importance. 

In the Weft-Indies, the numerous and populous colonies of France felt the (hock of 
the revolution, with the moft unhappy effe&s ; her colonies in Afia had long before 
this period fallen into inconfequence from the more fuccefsful enterprifes and policy of 
her great rival ; reduced however, as the French power and trade was after the treaty 
of Mangalore, in 1784, the natives of France who remained in Afia were very numerous ; 
more confiderable in numbers than any other nation befide theBritifh. Long before the 
revolution, Pondicherry had been difmantled by the feeble or corrupt counfels of Lewis 
the Sixteenth and the African ifland of Mauritius to the fouthward of the line was by 
this prepofterous policy made the emporium of the French oriental commerce. Pondi- 
cherry from being the moft beautiful, healthy, and happy city in Afia, became through 
this unacountable and fatal defertion, a folitary and unproductive fettlement ; although 
fituated more advantageoufly than Madras the Englifh capital on the fame coaft, it no 

longer rivalled it, France poffeffed on the Malabar coaft the fmall fettlement of Mate, 
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and in Bengal, the handfome and healthy 'town of Chandernagore ; a few fmaller, but 
infignificant villages on the.fea coafts, and a petty fa&ory on the Ganges, conftituted 
all the power fhe had left, who had at no remote period poffeffed the afcendancy over all 
the European powers in Hinduftan. 

It has been aflerred that France difmantled Pondicherry, in the fame fpirit that fhe ne- 
gociated the commercial treaty of 1786, to conciliate by conceffion and preferve peace 
by removing jealoufies ; whether fuch was her motive, or the ignorance or corruption of 
her minifters produced it, at the commencement of the revolution fhe had not a fingle 
offenfive gun mounted, nor two hundred European foldiers in all Afia, and the fepahis 

diftributed on the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, and in Bengal amounting to about, 
the lame number, were maintained merely forpurpofes of parade, as the guards of the 
the mimic majefty of the governors, whofe duties were rather of a confular than political 
nature ; perhaps the gaudy and fuperfluous pomp afiumed by the French governors, tho 5 
arifing from their own vanity, was conftrued by their jealous rivals as an indication of latent 
defigns to regain the influence and power which they had once pofleffed; the manners of the 
French* their cheerfulnefs and urbanity, and the unconftrained civility and deference, which - 
they fhewed for the perfons and prejudices of the natives, had rendered them peculiarly 
favoured in all parts of Afia ; the fupercilious referve, diftance, and arrogance, of the 
Euglifh, and the chara£teriftic oppreflion of their government, contributed to render the 
prepofTefiion in favour of their rivals more ftrong ; the period was now. arrived ... to remove.: 
fuch a'fourceof conftant apprehenfion. 

The French had fuffered their alliances in Afia to decline ; they .no longer fupported 
agents at the durbars of Poonah, Hyderabad, and Myfore, and the Sovereign of the latter 
alarmed at this apparent defection of the only power to whom he could look for prote&ion 
againft the ambition and hatred of the Englifh, had fent ambaffadors to Piiris, with a view, 
to renew the alliance ; the financial diftreffes of France muft be.fuppofed to have pre- 
vailed on the adminiftration to reje£t the temptations held forth on this occafion, of large, 
extent of dominion on the Malabar coaft. Notwithftanding, the afllirances of a good 
underftanding were given, and a treaty of friendlhip without any military ftipulations was 
ratified, and they returned home with a number of: able artificers in various branches. 

This tranfaftion was a firong caufe of difquietude to the Englilh, and Tippoo Suhaunby 
ftudioufly concealing his want of fuccefs involved his intentions in perplexing myftery : in 
the month of June 1789, he marched a body of troops againft the fortrefs of Cranganore 
over which he claimed a fpecies of feudal. fovereignty ; this place had been fome time a 
fubjeft of difpute between the Dutch, , to whom it formerly belonged, the fovereign of 
Myfore, in whofe territory it flood,, and the rajah of Travancore, an. ally of the Englifhy 
who had been prompter by the latter to purchafe the Dutch claim and take upon himfelf 
the fovereignty : this ftroke of policy was calculated to expulfe the Dutch from that coaft, 
to defeat the defigns of the fultaun, who had long turned his mind to a naval eftablifh- 
ment, and ultimately to fecure the monopoly of the whole Malabar trade. Tippoo did not 
attack the place till the twenty-ninth of December, when he commenced a heavy fire on 
the principal work, but Mr. Powney an agent of the Englifh.had arrived from Madras, 
and now fignified to the fultaun that the rajah was their ally ; he immediately ceafed 
hoftility, and offered to fubmit his claims to fuch amicable arbitration as the Englifli 
might think proper j but the overland difpatches from Europe in January 1790, hadfu^ 

j>ercede<iany difpQfition which they might have entertaiaed to an equitable adjuftmenu 



* 
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Tippoo had incqflfently employed himfeif in urging the Englifh government to prevail 

"on. the rajah to. rejinquifh Cranganore,. and offered to indemnify, him for expences incurred 
on that account ; he ftill lay encamped in his former ftation, when on the fir ft of March 
his camp was fudderily ftormed by the rajah ; the refinance under all the circumftances 
was brave but defparate.; the rajah however pofleffed the fuperiorky in an artillery admi- 
rably ferved by Europeans who had been fecretly detached from Madras. 
~ While Tippoo lay. in.falfe fecurity within his lines from December to March, a treaty 
had been concluded between the Paifhwah of the Mahrattahs, the Nizam, and the Engliffi, 
the principle and objedl of which was the partition of his dominions between the allies ; 
and the public motives afiigned for commencing the war were — firft, the attack upon the 
rajah of Travancore, whqfe caufe was reprefented as facred, he being defcended from the 
ancient Zamorins ; fecondly, that Hyder Ali having ufurped the throne of Myfore, and 
jplaced the legitimate fovereigns in confinement, where they were -ftill. retained by Tippoo, 
jhe allies felt themfelves called, upon to. expel the ufurper,. to reftore the two hereditary 
princes, and to reconquer fuch territories as the ufurpers had annexed to the original 
dominion of Myforefrom the fpoliation of its neighbours. 

, It belongs not to the hiftory of France to detail the operations of this war, which 
commenced with declarations fo humane and regardful of the ancient hereditary fovereigns 
of India, and which ended in a treaty wherein thofe facred and venerable 1 objects were 
not fo much as mentioned; but as the difaftrous circumftances of France prefented a 

juncture favorable to the allied powers, and the want of a very fiender fupport from France 
gendered the iubjugation of the fultaun egfy, which otherwife could not have been 
gccomplifhed ; the circumftances link it with the general effeSs of the revolution. 
. Party fpirit, which has manifefted itfelf fo unhappily in Europe, appeared among the 
French in the firft moment or the intelligence that a revolution had taken place ; the 

French governors bred up in. military habits, and many others, fwa . ed by prejudices and 
intereft, took a decifive.part on the fide of the ancient government ; but the greater num- 
ber appeared rather to anticipate a republican government that the middle path of limited 
monarchy, and openly, and proudly exujted in the freedom of their counrry. Through 
this divincn it was. that in the armies of Tippoo Sultaun the French engineers and officers 
no lpnger gave his operations that conference which they had formerly fuftained. The 
advocates of the. ancient French government .were openly and avowedly fupported by 
tbeEnglilh governors, and did not therefore join; the Sultaun ; the friends of French 
freedom difdained the fervice. in the warmth, of their enthufiafm ; and a few adventurers 
of np: principle and without capacity: were Tippoo? s only auxiliaries ^ againft' the moft 
ppwerfui alliance Afia had, ever known. 

Engroffed. by her concerns, at home, the French government appeared to have relin* 
qujfhed. all concerns for Afia^ they had lent general Conway, an officer who had ferved 
with the. French; troops in. the American revolution, to Mauritius as governor-general of 
their; oriental affairs, a colonel Dupleffis. commanded at Pondicherry, and the chevalier 
Mpnti^ny at Chandernagore^ who were all adyerfe. to; the popular party. The colonifts 
however adopted the example of the mother country, and formed municipal councils in 
the different colonies ; -they infifted. on reprefemafive adminiftnvtion, f but left the 

exscAiupiv of the iaws.an^ .thej .command of, their few military to the governors. 
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Some refiftance was . made .at Mauritius to: this fpirit of innovation by governor 
Conway ; Macnamata, a captain of a French, fhip of . the lin£, in confequence. of ftime 
fe verity which he had employed againft the popular party, was maffacred in the fireets 



of the capital of that ifLand, and Conway foon after efcaped. 



At Pondieherry, though party fpirit prevailed, no difafters took place until the fiege 
and capture after the declaration of war. 

But Chandernagore, though inferior in extent and opulence^ prefented fome events, 
though not .productive of bloodlhed,. which deferve particular notice. Montigny whs 
was a colonel in the army, had before- the colonifts took upon them to accomodate 
the laws to freedom, maintained a fyftem in his government much better calculated to 
enrich himfelf than to render happinefs to the colonifts ; the fcrutiny which the munici- 
pality ha,d made into his administration had produced unpleafant diltoveries, which gave 
liim offence , and having the foldiers under his command, he determined to employ force 
to maintain his authority the colony is about twenty. fix miles above Calcutta, upon 
the river Hoogly, and Montigny, who had maintained a good underftanding with Corn- 
wallis, applied on this qecafiott for cannon and ammunition ; Montigny in the mean time 
had removed to Ghyretty, a fumptuous palace appropriated for their governors, two 
miles from Chandernagore, and had carried with him the records, and the military con- 
iifling of about forty Europeans and. eighty Sepahi?, under the command of major 
Fremont, an old and experienced officer ; at this place he was fupplied : with two fix- 
...pounders and powder and .ball, from Fort-William, and an augmentation of his Sepahis* 
Thefe tranfattions took place before the clofe of the year 1790; about the beginning 
of the following year the colonifts had in confequence of the removal of the military found 
it necelfary to form themfelves^into militia, or national-guards, Montigny having intima- 
ted an intention to feize upon fome members of the municipality ; the EnglHh government 
had been already inftru&ed from Europe upon the mode of its deportment towards the 
French in Afia, and this s military array of the . colonifts was feized upon to manifeft the 
difpofition cf earl Cornwallis- to wards the friends of the revolution. Upon a prefumption 
;that the article of a treaty which prohibited the conftru&ion of a fbfie, or ditch, round that 
colony, forbad by implication the maintenance of any military equipment beyond- the 

number kept for tjhe governor's guard, he notified the colonial municipality, that if they 

did not ceafe from tHeir military proceedings he fhould march a body of troops to compel 
them. The colonifts immediately deputed three of their reprefentatives to Calcutta, but 
their remonftrance would not be heard unlefs through the medium of Montigny, whofe 
functions it was known the colonifts had fufpended upon a charge of treaftm. It is not an 
unimportant circut21ftan.ee in thefe tranlaftions to notice,, that although the colony might 
before theTevolutioiv have contained about fifteen thoufand, of which' nearly a tho.ufand 
of both fexes were Europeans or their defcendants, that at this period . the whole number 
who had aflumed the military duties did not amount to t\yo hundred perfons .of every 
icql.our. Two battalions of Englifh lepahis, of twelve hundred men each, fuddenly 
,pafl¥d the river Hoogly, from their cantontments at Barrakpore, and appeared before 
theFrenoh colony; feeble in number and taken by furprize, the colonifts loft no time .in 
. difemharking a few iron guns-fromtwo French trading yelfels that lay off the town,^thefe 
,;were planted in commanding .pofitions in the ftreets y on breaftworks and traverfps rapidly 
thrown , up, while Cabarejixy the -preifident for the month, proceeded with a flag of truce 
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to learn the caufe and defign of this hfoftile appearance.. Tfie Eisglflh officer fignified that 
his orders were to fupprefs the military p^dje ; ^t'v^icaiTyi^ on in the colony contrary 
to treaty, to reftrain* their licentious proceedings ■ which ^eld'Tpr'th'fo.bac} an example to 
the neighbouring colonies and the natives in general, and to reftore the king*s repreieAt- 
ative to his legal authority. The colonifts however peremptorily refufed to concede in 
any refpeft ; they remonftrated on the impropriety of the interference of a nation at peaice 
with France, in her internal affairs, and concluded with a wHh to preferve an honorable 
harmony with theEnglifh people, of whofe regards they' would prove themfelves worthy 

fhould their new-born liberties be'attacked. .The En^lifh remained in tjiat'pofition for two 
days, but finding their tTireats unavailing, decamped and.recroffdd the river in the night. 

The town once more affumed an afpeci of .peace the hoftile appearance of the Englifh 
determined the colonifts to adopts meafures of more vigour ; they had for fome time been 
in pofleffion of decifive evidence of a fecret correfpondence between Montigny and the 
Englifli governor-general ; they had discovered that the former had received important 
difpatches from Europe and Mauritius which had been communicated to Cornwallis, and 
that feveral confiderable fums of money had been paid to Montigny from the private 
agents of earl Cornwallis, Meffrs. Burgh and Barber of Calcutta, to Vialars a French mer- 
chant in that city/the agent of Montigny, and for his ufeJ 

Though the colonics were few in number, and the mod opulent had removed to . the 
neighboring fettlements, " they were not deprived of men of talents and intrepidity : the 
moft diftinguifhed of thefe was Richemont, procureur-du-rqy, who continued to perform 
the fun&ions of that office under the municipality ; he had been bred up under Turgot, 
and in his various relations private and public proved himfelf a difciple worthy of fuch a man ; 
long before the revolution his love of liberty and literary talents had rendered him beloved 
by the Englifli in Bengal, he was notlefs admired by his own countrymen,' who now re- 
cognifed in his conduct the realization of his long-eftablifhed opinions j to him was com- 
mitted the execution of an enterprize, calculated to relieve the colony from the intrigues 
of their depofed governor and to bring him before the tribunal of juftice in France. 

A corvette was expeditioufly equipped to convey difpatches, oftenfibly for Pondicherry 
and Mauritius, but really for Europe, while the chevalier Montigny and others of the 
ex-colonifts were confidently entrenched with their Englifli artillery at Ghyretty; A feledl: 
party of thirty perfons, was divided into three, under the guidance of Richemont, Mi- 
cheli a phyfician, and Maurevert a ferjeant of the old artillery ; one of thefe fubdivifrons was 
to fall down the river with the tide, fo as to reach the front of the palace at the appointed 
hour; afecond was tojeale the garden walls in the rear, and the main divifion to approach 
by the avenue in front, where the cannon were planted. At eleven o'clock at night a 

rocket from each party certified their pun&ual arrival at their ftattons ; they dirc&ly 
marched forward ; the cannon were feized without a fhot fired, and pointed toward the 
. court yard, the fepahis difarmed, and every one being provided with torches, they were 
fuddenly lighted, which ferved to inform the parties who had taken poffefiion of the ammu- 
nition near the water-fide, the other who had feized upon the chevalier and the reft, of 
their common fuccefs ; among the captives were major Fremont, and Bretel celebrated for 
his enormous peculations in the hofpital of invalids ;'.t Paris, thefe and the governor were 

dire&ly marched prisoners with the cannon to Chandernagore, the ladies eight in number 

were left to their own difcretion, and the other gentlemen were detained on parole till 
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; morning. But' -the* molt important confequence > of -this enterprize was the feizure of all 
"M6htigriy-s papers, among which were feveral in -the hand-writing of Cornwallis, 
/ completely fubftantiating the mo ft abandoned delinquency of their captive, and developing 
the difpofitibhs of the Englifh government towards the French revolution, . 

After the delay neceflary to tranfcribe this treafonable correfpondence, Montigny was 
^embarked on the corvette, to be fent to Europe ; and had proceeded. as far as the mouth 
of the Ganges, when the corvette was brought to by two 'Englifh armed vefTels, on board 
of which : was a confiderable detachment of European troops under the command of ' 
"captain Apfley the aid«de-camp of the Englifh governor-general, who demanded 
"the liberation of Montigny ; the French captain refufed, and the Englifh vefTels 
fired into her; whereupon the French officer fired a fhot and (truck his colours, and t\}o 
veffel was brought up to Calcutta. Montigny was provided with a palfage to England 

by the Englifn government. 

Cornwallis foon after proceeded to the command of the army in Myfcre, and when on, 
the declaration of war in 1 792, all the French fettlement swere feized upon, the colonifts of 
Chandernagore, who had poffeffed themfelves of the original letters of Cornwallis wereJreat- 

ed with a feverity that exhibited a very extraordinary contrail with his a.cknowlegements. 
of the kindnefs which he had experienced from the French when he was himfelf a prifoner 
at York -town. ..... 

Thus ended « the French power in Afia, a power which though, flendcr at the com- 
mencement of the revolution, is not likely to be reflored even to that infignificant confe- 
quence, unlefs fome great and unforefeen change fhould annihilate that allonifhing domi- 
nion of its rival, which is now fuftained by the breath of opinion only. 

The period now approached, when the conftituent affembly were to terminate their 
labours. A committee had been for fome time employed in compiling and digefting 
into a code the conftitutionai decrees, and on the 4th of Auguft it was read to the 
affembly -by Thouret, and debated article by article on the following days. On the 3d 
of September it was prefentod to the king.. He fignified his- acceptance of it in 
writing on the 13th; and- the following day he appeared at the affembly, introduced 
by a deputation of fixty members, and folemnly confecrated the affent which he had 
already given, and concluded with an oath u to be faithful to the nation and to the 

law, and to employ the powers vefted in him for the maintenance of the conftitution, 

and the due execution of the law*" 

While the conftitutionai a£t was in agitation, an additional decree was pafled, import- 
ing that no branch at the royal family fhould be competent to exercife any employment iu 

the gift of the people ; and on the thirtieth of September, 1791, having firft taken the- 
measures for the introdu&ion of their fucceffors, the conftituent national' affembly termi- 
nated 1 an uninterrupted fefiion of two years and four months, andfpontaneoully diffolved 
.itfelf. 

• The celebrity, of, this affembly will be as durable as the hiftory of the French nation : 
compofed of a variety of characters, men educated under the moftfeducing and impofing 
-prejudices,- and others, elevated above the ordinary imperfe&ions and propenfities of 
vitiated humanity, by the fuperior influence of philofophy in a reafonihg age; mixed 
with men of habits formed under and minds rooted in defpotifm, and others of talents the 

fftoftiplendid with morals the moft relaxed j called together under circumftances. which 
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could not have been forefeen, and to re&ify r evHs which no preceding example coal4 afford 

[ principles to proceed by exhibiting an intelligence fo general, a difinterieftnefs, fo pre- 
' dominant; public fpiritgoverned by the broadeft maxims; of humanity; moderation in. 

power, and forbearance under injury and provocation, — form fuch a rare combination, of 
' ofcj efts defer ving admiration, as no preceding hiftory can afford ; that there appeared fome 

4 blemifhes in their proceedings isnot fo extraordinary as that they were fo few 3 when it is con- 
. fidered that the power of an intriguing court, a corrupt nobility, and an opulen t and bi- 
gotted clergy, were oppofed to them — that party obftru£ted and fometimes diftra&ed their 
deliberations ; and under all thefe difficultes, fo greatly fuperior was the good they. per- 
formed, that the evil into which they were fometimes betrayed, is obliterated in the benefi- 
cence and grandeur of the former. 

* 

\ ■ * 
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The new affetribly confifted chiefly of country gentlemen, whofe experience in politi 



cal 



ihftruments of a party, which though not numerous, coinpenfated for this defeat by its ta- 
lents, activity, and boldnefs : It coniifted of men of fetters, many of whom but not all. of 
the higheft rank in literature. Many editors of newfpapers, and publishers of periodical 

journals were, elevated to the rank of fenatots ; it would be uncandid in the extreme, 

to confider all the members of . this defcription,. or equally unfit for their new ftation. 
The great majority of them were decided republicans ; but fome were mere enthufi aft s 
'in this fyftem, while the objeft of a few others was undoubtedly to gratify their private 



ambition, or to fatiate th^eir private revenge. In this, point* however, they were all 



agreed, that no government but a pure demofcracy Avas adapted to the condition of 
free men, and that France would never be happy and flourifliing till every, veftige 
of monarchy was -finally obliterated. . This point they determined to enforce, and 
the event of the times put into theit hands the means by which it was to be ac- 



compli ftied. 



the firft legffl 



fdwe 



who fall 



properly under neither clafles which we have.defcribed. The affembly met on the &£t 



and the "following day proceeded 
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the third Paftoret was elefred prefident, and Francois, ' Garron de Coulon, Cerutti, 
Lacepede, and Guyton-Morveau, were proclaimed fecretaries. On the fourth aii the 
members of the aflembly took the conftitutional oath in the following terms: 

" Ifwear to- maintain to the utmoft of my power, the conftitution of the king- 
dom, decreed by the conftituent national aflemoly in the years 1789, 1790, 1791 ; 
and neither to. propofe nor confent to any thing, during the continuance of this legiflaturc, 
which may be injurious or contrary to it ; and to be in every thing faithful to the 
nation, the law, and-the Icing." 

A deputation of the members was at the fame time appointed to wait on the king, to 
acquaint his majefty that the affembly was finally conftituted. 

The fpirit with which the future deliberations of this aflembly were to be conduced, 
foon began to manifeft itfelf. On the return of the deputation to the affembly on the 
fifth, the reporter having Rated that the king had informed them by the minifter of 
juftice, that he would receive tbfc deputation at nine o'clock, one of the republican 
members adverted to a decree in the month of July 1789, which enadted that the 
affembly and its deputations fhould correfpond direftly with the king, and not through 
the medium of the minifters : that decree was therefore re-ena&ed, and enforced with 
peculiar rigour. 

The king having announced {that he would repair to the affembly on Friday t 
twelfth, it was next debated in what manner he fhould be received.. In the decree 
that followed this "debate* a trifling fpirit was evinced. The moment the king entered 
the affembly, the members were to rife uncovered ; but as foon as he arrived at the 
bar, they were to fit down and cover themfelves. The king was to be feated on the 
left of the prefident, not on an elevated throne, but on a fimilar feat to that of the 
prefident. Thefe petty formalities were as impolitic as they were inconfiftent with 
magnanimity, and utterly unbecoming. 

Previous to the arrival of the king on the feventh, feveral deputations appeared at 
the bar, among the reft, one from the commons of Paris, which renewed their protefta- 
tions to maintain the conftitution inviolate ; the king alfo fent a written notice, that 
he had appointed Berlrand to be the naval minifter in the room of Thevenard. 

Notwithftanding the jealoufy which had been manifefted by the aflembly on the 
fifth, and the defire which they had fince fhewn of degrading the regal dignity, yet 
the fir ft meeting between the king and the legiflature was cordial. The accommodating 
temper of Lewis did not permit him to fhew refentment, and the courtefy and affability 
with which he entered the hall, rendered the mod determined republicans refpe&fui. 
The king addreffed the aflembly in a judicious and patriotic oration. He poinced out 
briefly to them the nature of the duties they had undertaken to perform, and recommen- 
ded fome objetts as requiring inftant attention. The ftate of the finances, he obferved, 
was fuch as required ftrong and fpeedy exertions to eftablhh an enquilibrium between 
the receipt and the expenditure ; to accelerate the afieflment and collection of taxes, and 
to introduce an invariable order into all. the departments of thisimmenfeadminiftration. 
The revifion of the civil code was alfo an objeti which he recommended to their care ; 

and the Amplifying the mode of proceeding, fo as to render the attainment of juftice more 
eafy jand more prompt. 
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He proceeded to enlarge on the neceffity of a fyftem of national education ; on the 

organization of the army, aud the propriety of reftoring order and difcipline- He 
itated his hopes that the nation would not be troubled by any attack from abroad ; 
reccommended, in a ftile of paternal regard, unanimity and unalterable confidence 

between the two great branches of government, the legifiative and executive powers, as 

he pointedly remarked that the enemies to the profperity of the country were continually 
labouring to difunite them. ... 

The fpeech of the king was received with unbounded applaufes, and the prefident 
replied in terms of confidence and refpett. He complimented the king on his appearance 
among the reprefentatives of the nation, which he termed a new. engagement with the 
country. He obferved that the conftitution, fo far from diminifhing the real power of 
the king, had only placed it on the firmeft foundation.; it had converted thofe into 

friends, who had formerly been termed fubjefts ; and had made him the fir ft monarch 

in the world. He concluded with exprefling the wifh of the aflembly to co-operate 

with the benevolent views of the king, to purify the bufinefs of legislation, to re-animate 

public credit, to reprefs anarchy. " Such, fire," faid he, " is our duty, fuch are 

our earned wifnes, fuch are yours ; fuch are our hopes, the. gratitude and bleffings.of the 
people will be our reward." 

It would have been a circumftance truly fortunate for France if thefe fentiments had 
been fulfilled, or if this fpecious harmony had continued unbroken ; but it was not 
the republican ardour of the new legiflators, which revived the jealoufy between the 
executive and legifiative powers; a ftill more potent caufe exifted externally, which 
we have already noticed at large. The hoftile preparations of the emperor and the 
continental powers did not end with the reje&ion of his plan ; the veil of fecrecy, which 
they caft over their proceedings, the vague and obfcure terms in which they expreffed 
themfelves, compared with the open boa (Is and the imprudent and intemperate declara- 
tions of the emigrant princes and nobility, contributed to. excite in the minds of the 
people a variety of fufpicions, in which all the perfons connected with the court were 
pccafionally involved. 

To unravel more explicitly the caufe of thefe fatal jealoufies, and in reality of all 
the unfortunate circumftances which afterwards ailli&ed this unhappy and diltrafted 
country, it will be necefiary to have a retroipeft once more to a tranfaftion which occu- 
red fome months previous to the period of which we are now treating, but which was 
then faintly known by the vague inftnuation of rumour, or by the unconnected intima- 
tions of fome whofe information appears to have been founded upon the mofl com- 
petent evidence. 

. The meeting of great and powerful princes, a writer on the revolution quaintly ob- 
ferves, like certain conjunftions of the heavenly bodies, have always been omenous to 
the peace and happinefs of the world. Towards the clofe of the fummer of this year, 
an extraordinary convention of this kind was held at Pilnitz in Saxony, between the 
emperor Leopold and the king of Pruffia, as avowed principals, by whom a treaty was 
formed, in which other powers were comprehended and afterwards avowed. The pro- 
feffed objeft of this treaty was fufficiently profligate.. and atrocious. It was the hoftile 
invafion of France, and the overthrow of its newly efiabliflied form of government. , An 

obfervation here forces itfelf upon the mind on this occafion, that this conspiration which 
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>yas thus early formed not alone againft the legiflative rights of nations, but to fubjugate 

and partition thofe nations of .Europe which manifefted the molt ardent devotion for free- 
dom, preceded that republican enthufiafni which at a fubfequent period was feized upon, 
by the confpiring kings as a juftin ^ation of this flagrant combination of defpotifm, rapacity, 
and injuftice. Perhaps the difcovery of this ftupenduous fchemeof ambitious turpitude 
may be confidered as a powerful flimulus to the republicans to raife a counter-projeft of 
revolutionary affiliation throughout Europe, in order to counteract and oppofe the more 
imminent danger by which they were menaced. Neither can it efcape attention, that at 
the period of this convention, the Polifli conftitution had been already converted from an 
elettive into an hereditary monarchy, and the period of the flight of the French king com- 
pared with that of this convention, would place it beyond queftion, if there were not 
other evidence, that the fafety or fecurity of Lewis had no fhare in their motives. 
\ But that the united objecls of regal aggrandizement, the obftru&ion of free govern- 
ment, and a particular vengeance againft France, actuated the confpirators is not a matter 
of fimple dedu&ion from concurring appearances; for although the fpecific articles of 
the treaty of Pilnitz have not been publiflied hitherto, diplomatic induftry has been fo 
"fuccefsful as to difcover the principal a£tors and the principal fads, and to develope 
another treaty concluded-at Pavia the fixth of July, 1791, only, fixteen days, after the 
flight of Lewis and twelve after his return to Paris, This treaty, which appears to have 
been the bafts of that of Pilnitz, was firft difcovered by the interception of a circular letter 
from the emperor to the feveral powers of Europe, dated at Pavia in July, wherein he 
invites them to co-operate in a vigorous refinance to principles fo obnoxious to thefacred 
fovereignty of kings which had pervaded France, and threatened to extend over the whole 
face of Europe. Aperufalof the treaty itfelf, which was not publicly known till a later 
period, will difcover the means by which thefe formidable terrors were to be encountered^ 
and with what magnanimous regards for the fovereignty of France. 
/ This treaty declaredly againft the novel innovations of France, confifts of fourteen, 
articles, of which the following is a tranfeript : 
> " His majefty the emperor will retake all that Lewis XIV; conquered in the Auftrian 
" Netherlands ) and uniting thefe provinces to the faid Netherlands, will give them to his 
? c ferene highnefs the eleftor-palatine, fo that thefe new poffeffions, added to the palatin- 
" ate, may hereafter have the name of Auftrafia. 

ct His majefty the emperor will preferve, for ever, the property and poffeffi. n of 
<c Bavaria, to make in future an individual mafs with the domains and hereditary pof- 

feffionsof the houfc of Auftrisu 

" Her ferene highnefs the archduchefs Maria-Chriftina fhall be, conjointly with his 
" ferene highnefs her nephew,, the archduke Charles, put into poffeflion of the duchy of : 
Lorraine, which (hall be hereditary. " 

" Alfaee fhall be rcftored to the empire ; and thebifhop and chapter of Strafburg fhall 
<c be reftored to their ancient privileges, as well as the other ecclefiaftical fovereigns of 
Germany, 

If the Swifs Cantons accede and agree to this coalition, it may be propofed to them 



cc 



cc 



cc to annex to the Helvetic league the bifhopric of Porentrui, the defiles of Franche 
K com;e, and even thofe of Tyrol, with the neighbouring bailiwicks, as well as., the 
If territory of Verfoy which interfetls the country of Yaudi 



■ 
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Should his majefty the king of Sardinia fubfcribe to the coalition, Brefle, Pugey, 



and the territory of Gex, ufurped by France from Savoy, ihali be reftored to him. 



cc 



In cafe his Sardinian majefty can make a grand diverfion, he {hall be fuffered to take 
Bauphine, and to become his for ever, as the neareft^defcendant of the ancient dauphins. 
His majefty the king of Spain (hall have Rouffilon and Beam, with the ifland of 
< c Corfica, and the French part of St. Domingo. 



cc 



cc 



Her majefty the emprefs of all the Ruflias ihali take upon herfelf the invafion of 
Poland, and at the fame time retain Kaminieck, with that part of Podolia which bor- 



€i ders on Moldavia. 



" His majefty the emperor (hall oblige the Porte to give up Choczim, as well as the 
" final! forts of Servia, and thpfe on the river Lurna. 

" His majefty the king of Pruffia by means of the above invafion of Poland, fhali ob- 
<c tain Dantzic and Thorn, and there unite the palatinate on the eaft to the confines of 
Silefia. He fhall befide acquire Luface, and his ferene highnefs the ele.ftor of Saxony 

(hall in exchange receive the. reft of Poland, and occupy the throne as hereditary 



<c fovereign. The prefent king of Poland fliall retire on a penfion. 

" The ele&or of Saxony fliall give his daughter in marriage to the youngeft fon of 
cc the grand-duke of all the Ruffias, who will be the father of the hereditary kings of 
" Poland and Lithuania. 

Signed — "Leopold, Prince Naflau, count Florida Blanca, BifchofFswerder. ,? * 
Though this treaty is Sufficiently atrocious, we find that in proportion with their accef- 

fion of power their projects were amplified and extended ; the league of Pilnitz, which 
was concluded the next month, (it was figned the twenty-feventh of Auguft, 1791,) com- 
prehended projects ftill more ofFenfive if poilible to the dittates of juftice, and to the peace 
of Europe. The emprefs of Ruffia had become a principal Poland and France inftead 
of being fubducd for hereditary kings, were to be partitioned, among the conquerors , and 
the Germanic circles modelled anew. Mvfterious and dark as thefe combinations were, 
their proceedings and plans were penetrated ; a man of letters, animated by the fpirit ot 
liberty and trembling for the deftiny of France, communicated an outline of the defign to 
ieveral of the literary men of Europe, through whom it fpeedily reached Paris. 

France at the moment when this royal banditti were plotting againft her peace, might 
be faid literally to be in a ftate of internal tranquillity. There exifted parties, it is true, 
as muft exift in every country newly refcued from the dominion of prejudices and abufes ; 
a large portion of her citizens were defirous of a republican government, but a ftill larger 
portion were decidedly attached to their king, and the intereftsof the great body of the 
people were a powerful pledge for his fecurity and their moderation.- Had the confpiring 
powers been truly folicitous for the good of Lewis, they would not have overlooked the 
danger to which they expofed him by their public declarations that his caufe was theirs, 
and the fufpicious fecrecy of their proceedings ; they would have confidered that plots 
are calculated to fucceed in times of confufion alone ; that bad citizens only have need 
of war, of internal diftrefs to fofter their purpofes of profit, power, or revenge ; that 
where a nation is divided into two parties, to threaten the nation is to unite the whole for 



March 



with a condition 
defireof their hi 



L _ / t J 0 0 S 

that the arrangements of their limits Ihould be made with the emperor, according to the 
igh-mightinefics, before the partition. Spain renounced it before her treaty with France; 



jt 751 .3 LEGISLATIVE ^SSEMSLY. ii 

.common xlfef ehce ; uticl in the Spirit of their own Machiavelian policy, they ought to have 
Renown, that it Is in times of peace and tranquillity, when the people feel themfe1ve*> 
-happy, <profperous, and unfufpicious, that the monarchical authority -obtains fall 
fway, and imperceptibly accumulates power ; and that under every fuppofed difadvaatage 
there remained to Lewis an immenfe civil-lift, and a patronage in all the departments of 
the ftate, which afforded to the monarch an extenfive influence. 

But if we confider the conduct of thofe princes towards Poland, we no longer dcnbfc 
of their motives, or of their indifference for the fafety of Lewis or the ! hap.pinefs of 
France ; in a word their practice was in manifeft contradiction with their profdhons 
the means employed were the word calculated for the ends oftenfibly propofed. But wc 
cannot better defcribe the conduft of the coalefced powers than in the words of a writer 
whole authority on the fide of the royal pany cannot be queltioned — the celebrated 
Catonne, who was himfelf one of the moil adive agents in promoting the confpiracy and 
\vhofe fpirit appears to pervade every fubfequent treachery againft the freedom of France : 
" We {hall not hefitate to difclofe," fays Calonne, " what no pains have been taken 
cc to conceal : a throne was to be eftablifhed, and its fall has difFufed apparent fatisfaclion ; 
CQ an oftentatious defire was {hewn of retrieving, but foon was evinced the manifeft pur- 
" pofe of difmembering the empire ; thofe who announced themfelves as auxiliaries, foon 
6C behaved as invaders ; oppreilion was to be oppofed, and unbluftiing examples of it 
" were given ; the world was fcandalized by a ferocious rapacity, when it was of fo much 
cc importance that it fhould be 'edified by Angular a&s of juftice ; and a war which ought 
" to be a war of general intereft, honour, and generofity, is become a war of aggran- 
* c difement, felfifhnefs, and illiberal views."* 

The convention of Pilnitz was not a fecret in France, though the full extent of the 
-terms and conditions of the treaty were but imperfe&ly underftoo.l. It was impoflible 
then in the nature of things that it could be known, that a concert of princes was formed 
for the exprefs purpofe of invading the country, of overturning the conftitution, of re- 
<eftablifhing defpotic authority, and that the minds of the people fhould not be agitated 
with fears and with fufpicions. It was next to impbfTible that a part of thefe fufpicions 
Should not fall upon the court. The queen in particular had never been popular, and 
ever fince the revolution, candor obliges us to confefs, her condutt was not guarded with 
that ftri&nefs of prudence and referve which the circumflances of the times required* 
The fatal flight of the king could not be eradicated from the minds of the people, and an 
imprudent proclamation of Bouille, equal in acrimony to that of one Arnold on a fittiilar 
occafion, could not be recolle&ed without refentment and apprehenfion. The republican 
party eagerly took advantage of thefe circumftances ; the atrocity of thfe monarchical 
combination required norto be ^magnified, but the whole was laid to the charge of the 

court and of Lewis. 

The ftate of the public mind and the grand confpiration abroad were feized upon 
with avidity and alarm by the Jacobin fociety who at this period had obtained the plenitude 
of influence and power. The hiftory of this club becomes intimately blended with that 
of the revolutioon. We fhall therefore trace its origin and anticipate its character. 

Originally it confifted of a feleft affociation of literary men, not exceeding forty, who 
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met in private, long before the aflembly of the ftates -general, for the purpofe of diffeminat- 
ing political knowledge among the mafs of the people. There was formed about -tire 

fame period a club of a more enlarged nature, called the Breton club, with which this 
was incorporated during the firft feflion of the national aflembly at Verfailles ; upon 
the eftablifhment of the firft conftitution, it publicly aflumed the title of " The friends of 

the conftiiution" and was removed to Paris with the public authorities j its members having 
augmemed, at once from its novelty and the celebrity of the characters who compoled it ; 
upon the diflblution of the monadic orders, the hall of the Jacobin friars became then- 
place of meeting, and from thence derived the title by which they have been fince defig- 
. nated,. While it affembled at Verfailles, as well as after its removal to Paris, public topics 

were fyftematically difcufled, particularly fuch as were to become fubje&s of difcufiion in 
the aflembly. Their debates were open to the hearing of numerous- companies, and the 
plaudits of the galleries were incitements to general emulation. They had a prefidenf., 
fecretaries, and minutes of proceedings, and appeared in every refpeel as an epitome of 

the national aflembly, of whofe members it was likewife principally compofed. 

At this period and after the clofe of" the national aflembly, its members uniformly con- 
fided of the avowed enemies of the ancient defpotifm, for the friends of liberty had 
yet deemed it improper to endanger freedom itfelf by dividing on the modifications under 
which it ought to be enjoyed ; truth therefore was fpontaneoufly elicited in their difcuflion^ 
talents were difplayed, the public mind was enlightened, and the fociety was efleemed as 
the cradle of the revolution. After the meeting of the legiflative aflembly, and the 
eftablifhment of the conftiiution, feveral members whofe wifhes were accomplifhed with 
what was done, conceiving their meetings no longer neceflary, retired, and left the foci-* 
ety to thofe who did not think freedom yet fecurely eftabliftied. 

The mod able and diftinguifhed of thefe however were republicans, and confifted of 
thofe who at fubfequent periods were denominated Girondifts, Briflbtines, Politiques, the 
Mountain, and Dantonifts ; thefe in general might be confidered as the decided enemies 
monarchy and hereditary diftin&ions, and who fubfequently fell the vi&ims of men who 
latterly joined them, and at length converted that which was the nurfery of thofe principles 
which finally triumphed in the conftitution of 1795, the. temporary engine of the moft 
tremenduous tyranny and profcription. 

It is a common error in calculating upon human affairs, to generalife the principles of 
aflfociations of men like properties of inanimate bodies, but without allowing for the dif- 
fimilar fluctuations and vicifiitudes, the variatious to which the numbers, opinions, and 
motives of focieties and individuals are liable : thus it is that this fociety has become the 
byeword of reproach, aud that the good which it performed in the early period of its in- 
ftitution has been blended with the evil of which it was made the inftrument, when under 
the fandtion of its liberal fame villains not only violated all its principles but ufurped that 
defpotifm which it was conftituted to deftroy : thus it is that hypocrites and the advocates 
of exorbitant power, under the pretence of humanity, by confounding the virtuous aftions 
of one fet of men with the crimes of another, under the name of Jacobinifm, infidioufly 
attempt to wound civil liberty itfelf: thus it is that the enemies of freedom and traitors 
to virtue attempt to veil their perfidy under a bafe delufion. 

The perturbed ftate of the public mind was manifefted in the aflembly even fo early 

as in the evening feffion of the 8th of O&ober, wheA the minifters were introduced 
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into the aflembly to render an account of their proceedings. On Montmorin being 
questioned with refpeft to the correipondence maintained with foreign powers, he replied, 
that the intercourse with other nations had ceafed 'during the fufpenfion of the royal 
authority, and had 1 only recommenced from the king's acceptance of the conftitution. 
" I move/ 1 faid Lacroi;: with that impetuofity which diftinguiihes the nation, Cfi that the 
" minifter for foreign affairs be obliged to rahfwer more pointedly. However the royal 

" functions may have been fufpended, have we ceafed to maintain ambafladors at thefe 
: « courts ? Thefe ambafladors muft have been acquainted with whatever occurs at their 
cc refpeftive courts, and they ought to have informed the minifter." — " It is this corref- 
" pondence," added he, " which I wifh to be laid open. 5 ' After fome altercation, a 
feries of interrogatories was put to Montmorin, and the fubftance of his replies went to 
eftablifh his former propofition, that the intercourfe with foreign courts having ceafed 
for a time, he had nothing official or fatisfaftory to produce on that fubjedt ; that the 
correfpondence alluded to contained nothing but vague and unfupported rumours, which 
it would be even dangerous to reveal ; and that when- any thing of certainty occurred^ 

' he would not fail to communicate it. 

The fubjeft was renewed on the fiicceeding day, and a decree was palled, ordering that 
the minifters fiioukl be obliged to inform the aflembly on thefe feveral points, the ftate 

and arms of the national-guards deftined for the frontiers ; the motives for retarding the 

national Gendarmerie; the negle£l in replacing thofe' officers in the troops of the ling, 
who had deferted their corps; the delay in fending arms to the departments of the Jiaute- 
Loire, the Haute Vienne, the Haute-Rhin, &c. ; concerning the flownefs of the recruit- 
ing fervice, the want of provifions in the frontier places, and the negleft in providing 
arms, &c. On the 11th, the minifter at war read a long memoire on the actual ftate of 

. his department, and lie appeared to clear up" the doubtful points fo much to the fatisfao 
tion of the aflembly that his report was ordered to be printed. 

The emigrants ftill continued to aflemble in confiderable bodies upon the frontiers, and 
the brothers of the king to iflue hoftile proclamations. It became neceflary therefore to 
purfue more rigorous meafures, and to take fome immediate fteps to repel the approach- 
ing danger. The firft meafure which the aflembly thought proper to employ on this oc- 
cafion refpe&ed the right of Monfieur to the regency, in cafe of the death of the king; 
and., after fome deliberation, the aflembly palled, a decree nearly in the following terms : 
" The national aflembly, confidering that Louis Staniflaus Xavier, French prince, 

. being next in fuoceflion to the regency, is abfent from the kingdom — In virtue of an ar- 
ticle in the fecond feftion of the French conftitution, decrees that the fakl Louis Staniflaus 
Xavier, French prince, is required to return to the kingdom within the fpace of two 
months from the day in which the proclamation of the legiflative body fliall have been 
publifhed in Paris. 

" In cafe the faid L. S. Xavier, French prince, fhall fail to return to the kingdom 
within the period above fignified, he fliall then be deemed to have forfeited his right 
to the regency, in virtue of the fecond article of the conftitutional act. The aflembly. 
further decrees, that conformably to the decree of the thirtieth of this month (Oftober) 
a proclamation ro this effeft (hall be printed, affixed, and publifhed, within three days 

in the city of Paris, and that the executive power fliall notify the fame to the aflembly 
within the three following days." r . - 4 - 
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On the day on which this decree was pscfled* -the public .mind was greatly relieved by 
the report of M< Montmorin, the miijifter of foreign affairs, — It ft a ted, at large, the 
Teafons which induced, him to hope for a continuance of the general tranquillity, and 

- contained the anfwers of the fevcrai courts to the general notification from the king^ 
of his acceptance of the new conftitution. The replies from even the xnoft hoftile of 
the combined powers were in flattering terms; the emperor and the king of Proffia in 
particular gave the mod lavifh affurances of their amicable intentions towards the king ; 
and the ele&or.of Ment£ alone had the:honefty to avow his. difapprQbation of the ftate 
of affairs in France. 

The minifter next ftated the meafures taken by the king with refpeft to the counte- 
nance given to the emigrants by foreign powers. The Austrian Netherlands principally 
attra&ed attention ; and^ on application to the iemperor, the xnoft peremptory orders he 
faid had been given, to prevent them from colk&ing in too great numbers in any one 
place, from appearing in military array, or being fupplied with any of the implements 
of \Var. 

♦ 

Such were the profeflions of kings and courtiers, while fome of them, at the very 
moment, were purfuing the mod hoftile meafures, and a&ually ftudying to find excufes 
for commencing a war ; while the league of Pilnitz exifted in its fuil vigour ; and while 
the difaffe&ed Frenchmen were privately encouraged by the eniperor, the king of PrulTia^ 
$nd their adherents, to affemble in formidable bodies on the frontiers, and to form the 
mod fatal arrangements ; and with the knowlege of the French minifters. 

Notwithftanding this was the a&uai ftate of affairs, the crafty Leopold, imprefled per- 
haps with fome degree of apprehenfion, from the fpirit and enthufiafm manifefted by the 
French nation, or confidering the plot as not yet matured for execution, ftill continued 

- to temporife. Agreeably to the intimation of the minifter, he iffued a proclamation, 
forbidding the emigrants to affemble in warlike array in the Auftrian Netherlands ; to 
prohibit their appearing in military uniforms, their engaging recruits, and ftill more 
•their encouraging defer ters from the French troops. How, far this proclamation was 

* complied with, in the fpirit as well as in the letter, the iucceeding events fufficiently 
teftified. 

While the emperor was thus ciandeftinely making preparations againft the French 
nation, the northern powers were more open and decided in their meafures. Pruflia, 
< Sweden, and Ruffia, entered into ftrift engagements for the reft oration of the old 
dtefpotifm of France. The king of Sweden refufed to receive the difpatch informing 
him of the king's acceptance of the conftitution, alledging as his motive, " his own 
will and pleafure not to recieve any million from France." As foon as Lewis was 
-informed of this anfwer, he ordered his ambaffador to renew his application to his 
Swediih majefty ; and if Guftavus (hould ftill perfift in his refufal, to quit Stockholm 
-without taking leave* Denmark was ftrongly folicited to enterinto the alliance : but, 
with a degree of prudence which has long chara&erifed the prefent adminiftration 
of that country, the propofal was de'clined. . The emperor did not openly and avowedly 
^ettter into this new confederacy; his inclination, which feemed to have been. pacific, 
^really iridifpofed him to precipitate meafures, and that duplicity with which his'chara&er was 
To remarkably fhaded, induced him to proceed by the fame cautious plan thatgoverned his 

project at Mantua ; but, by the convention of Stockholm, it was determined that he fliould 
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be appearently forced into the war j by tihe ieiriprefe infifting on! his fulfilling the terms of 

the alliance: which ex^fted between the imperiai r crovVns. • 

Thus menaced' on every fide, and -unable -to conjte&ure. from what quarter the firtt 
fatal blow was to proceed, fome allowance may be made fbr thofe ; unhappy jealbjjfies 
which the nation entertained, and for thofe fevere meafures towards the emigrants which 
.they were about to adopt. Tremblingly alive on every topic th,at effe&ed their ne>vly 
■ recovered liberties, >not knowing whom to fufpeft, or whom to confider as their friend, 
, this unfortunate people naturally became the dupes of thofe whq made the mpft lavifh 
, profeflions in favour of popular liberty, arid* direfted their refehtments, againft thofe 
whofe intereft they conceived to bemoft concerned in their oppreffion — the king and his 
^minilters. 

The conftituent aifembly had treated with unexampled lenity the hoftile proceedings 
of the emigrants, but at* this crifis meafures more vigorous and more fevere were re- 
quired. On the nineteenth of November, therefore, a decree was patted, ftating* 

That the French who were aflembled in a hoftile manner beyond the frontiers, 
; were fufpe&ed of a confpiracy againft their country — That, if after the firft of January 
they {hould be found in that fituatioh, they fhould be declared a&ually guilty of a 

confpiracy, and punifhable with death — That all the French princes and public func- 
tionaries, who fhould not return before the firft of January, fhould be adjudged guilty 
: of the fame crime — That the high national. court (hould immediataly after that period 
be called to pronounce judgment on fuch offenders — That fuch as {hould be convifted 
• during their abfence, (hould forfeit their eftates anjd property during their own lives, but 
•>not to the prejudice of their children — That all fuch p.erfons holding offices or places 
- of truft, {hould be adjudged to have forfeited the fame ; and all fuch being officers in ant 
army or navy fhould be confidered as ceferters — All Frenchmen who enlifted men to at- 
tack the frontiers were to be judged guilty of high treafon — No arms or military ftores 
?\verc to be tranfported out of the kingdom. 

. This decree was immediately followed by another, ordering the vacancies in the army 
..to be filled up without further lofs of lime. Supplies were voted for putting the king- 
dom in a refpe&able pofture of defence ; and fome regulations were adopted concerning 
j the military fchools, amd the organization of the army. 

The parly difaffetted to the new conftitution were furniihed with frefh matter for 
murmur and complaint by the refufal of the king to fan&ion the decree of the ninth of 
.^November againft the elnig rants. His advocates exulted in this teftimony of confti- 
tutional freedom exhibited by the monarch, and confidered it as a proof that he intended 
w to govern ftrictly agreeable to the principles of the conftitution.. A lung, they obferved, 
who was not fincere in his attachment to the new order of things, would have borne 
the mafk of diffimulation through. the whole of his conduct; fuch a one would not 
have hazarded an unpopular ftep, but would have oftenfibly joined in the moft .violent 
^meafures, in the hope that they could not long endure, and that the machinations of the 
enemies of freedom would foon reftore the ancient depravity and abufes. 

While fuch -were the fentiments of the courtiers .and many moderate and reafonable 
perfons, the republicans eagerly embraced the opportunity to declaim againft. the new con- 
- ftitution, and monarchical government. It was a conftitution, they aflerted , incongruous 

via itfelf, an hereditary monarchyj and a democratic alfembly. This very prerogative of 

a F 
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a veto, which the conftitution had conferred upon the king, would be the means, it was 

urged, of defeating every patriotic meafure of the legiflature, white the immenfe civil-lift 

enabled him either to bribe its members, or ro cherifh and affift the enemies of the natioa 
aflembled in foreign countries. 

The exercife of the royal veto on this occafion was certainly an imprudent ftep, thought 
ihere is no reafon to attribute it to any perfidious motive, or to account for it on any 
other principle than the tendernefs of the monarch. To deprive at one blow, and by 
.his own agency, his neareft connections of their hereditary rights, of their revenues,, 
their fubfiftence, and to fubjedt them to the penalties of death for their miftaken zeal, 
while they profelTed that all, their efforts were directed to his fervice, doubtlefs appeared 
to him a harfh and ungrateful meafure ; while judging probably of their difpofitions,. 
better than they merited* he flattered himfelf with the hopes of perfuading them to aban- 
don their projeft, and no longer contumacioufly oppofe themfelves to what appeared 
almoft the unanimous fentiment of the whole nation. In contemplating the hiftory of. 
this unfortunate prince and his fubfequent fate, it is a melancholy reflettion that he was 

lefs the victim of the credulity of his enemies, than of the imprudence and folly of his 

profeffed friends. If, in (lead of deferring their country and their king, the mif^ ded 

nobility of France had only for the time conformed to circumftances, contented themfelves: 

for the moment with that ftate of dignity and authority which they could lave out of the 
general wreck of privileges, and rallied round the throne to fupport their king in the 
exercife of his conftitutional rights — could they have conceded with, grace, and defended 
themfelves with candour and moderation — had they only affumedthe appearance of a&ing 

more for the public, and lefs for themfelves, France would never have been the vidtim 
to anarchy, the nobility would ftill have preferved, if not their titles, at leaft their for- 
tunes and confequence ; and their monarch would never have fallen a facrifice to the fafety 
and irritated vengeance of the nation. 

Above all things, it is ever impolitic to call in foreign aid to extinguifh the internal 
troubles of a nation. It is rarely fuccefs(ul 



the 



end is generally^ 

r 4 J a J Had the confederated powers beea 

fuccefsful in their efforts againft France, there is little doubt that the very perfons who* 
invited them to the conteft, would have been the firll to complain of their tyranny and 
injuftice. 

In this trying period Lewis addrefled an affeftionate letter to each of the princes his 
brothers, exhorting them tofpare him the pain of giving his aflent to nieafures of.feverity^ 
by their immediately yielding to the wifhes of France and their king, and return under 
the protection held forth to them and in obedience to the laws j but they refufed to 

truft themfelves in the hands of the invaders of their rights." 

Thus at the clofe of the year 1791, the counfels of the nation were divided,, the minds 
ef the people diftracted by an alarming complication of afflictions already felt and dangers 
daily more menacing,; the public treafury was exhauited r and the revenue already: inade- 
quate to the inevitable expenditure daily diminifhing ; the public creditors clamorous ; 
the affignats circulating, with the utmoll difficulty, but under an encreafing depreciation j 
trade fiagnated, and unprincipled opulence aggravating the public diftrefs by a monopoly 
$f all the neceffaries of life ; agriculture at a (land, and a famine impending ; and poverty 

peryadipg every part of the country Diftreffing as was this ftate of affairs in the mother 



* 
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country, that of the colonies was ftill worfe. The ifland of St. Domingo was convulfed 
by the injuftice of the white inhabitants, who refufed to admit the people of colour to a 
participatioa of rights. The black people took advantage of the difpute to break their 

chains ; in the northern diftrift alone one hundred thoufand natives and defcendants of 
Africa revolted, and wherever they were oppofed carried defolation and death into fields 
of their opprefTors ; the united paffions of revenge and fear of further bondange, added 
fury to their refiftance, more than two hundred noble plantations were burnt, and the ; 
fliips afforded the only afylum from inevitable maflacre. 

Among the calamities that at this time agitated France, perhaps the diflentions ftirred 
up by the clergy was not the leaft important and grievous, they were increafed by the : 
prefumptuous interference of the court of Rome ; the pope had daringly prohibited them 
under the mod terrific anathemas, from conforming to the decrees of the French legiflature, 
and from taking the civic oath. In confequence of which, a decree was patted which , 
expelled from their benefices all who paying obedience to a foreign authority fhouldbefoM 
difregardful of their duty to their country as to oppofe its laws* Thus there remained . 
in the heart of France an immenfe body of difaffe&ed perfons, united among themfelves, 
obedient to a foreign hierarchy, looking confidently to the king, and pofleffing an influence : 
over the minds of the people capable of being turned to the defolation of the country, and 
difficult to be fuppreffed. We cannot fuppofe that fuch an accumulation of. power would 
hefuffered to remain unemployed by men imprefled with a fenfe of civil and religious- 
wrongs and infatuated by bigotry ; in fome places the priefts openly declaimed againft 
the conftitution ; in others fecret confpiracies were formed, foreign correfpondence was 
eftablifhed, and no means left untried to inflame the minds of the populace ; every engine . 
of fuperftition was employed, every art of eloquence eflayed, to fprit them up to revolt ? . 
no&urnal meetings were held, no&urnal proceflrons were conducted by the infuriated 
clergy ; the flirines of the virgin and the faints were drefled in mourning, : and the igno- 
rant multitude taught to dread the torments of hellif they obeyed the laws* and that the : 
hand of God would proteft and the felicity of heaven reward their refiftance, the- remote : 
parts of the nation blazed with the torch of religious fury, and fccnes that rivalled the 
xnaffacre of St. . Bartholomew were exhibited in various parts of France-. 

No meafure of the legiflative aflembly has drawn upon them a greater degree of enmity 
and cenfure at home and of reproach abroad, than the decreee which baniflied for ever 
from their country on pain of death the nonjuring clergy. But harfli as this meafure was, . 
much as humanity mull deplore the fufferings of that body, innocent and refpe&able as ; 
fome of them were, the impartial dictates of juftice mult declare, and every principle which . 
fanttifices the authority of law, the fecurity of fociety, and the wellbeing of nations, ren- 
dered that meafure neceflary. And hiftory at a period remo?e from the angry paffions of 
the day, will difcov/r in the clamours of other nations, ,only the alarmed apprehenfions of 
a body, whofe influence had been diverted from the ferious concerns of? a future ftate, by 
fordid views and worldly ambition; wha trembling for their dominion over the mind o£ 
man, fiiaken to the foundations by fuch an example, forgot in their common danger the 
hatreds of fefts and the warring of do&rines, and with a common accord united once more : 
in the caufe of fuperftition and Rome, to fan&ion and to fhade the outrage done to - religion 

byraifing its priefts above the laws , and. fan ttifying not alone their prejudices but theit; 

blafphemies and crimes^ . 
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The firfl: ftep of the Iegiflative aflembly againft the refractory priefts, Was however 
* e *s violent in appearence, though in reality it was fraught with Severity. On the eigh- 
teenth of November a feries of refolutions werepaffed, by which it was eriafted, that the 
penfions of the ejetted clergy, which had been allowed by the conftituent aflembly, 
fhould be withdrawn from all fuch as ftill refured the civic oath. That wherever 
any troubles were found to exift, of which religion was the caufe or the pretext, the 
municipal officers fhould have liberty to remove from the neighbourhood fuch of the 
nonjuring clergy as might be fufpetted of fomenting or favouring fuch feditions , that 
in cafe of difobedience to the directory of the department, they might be profecuted 
before the tribunals, and imprifoned ; and that thofe who fhould be convi&ed of aftual 
fedition fhould be liable to two years imprifonment. To thefe decrees, after fome 
delay, the king, apparently from confcientious motives, oppofed his veto, and thus 
unfortunately iricreafed the clamour which was already excited againft him in every 
part of the kingdom. 

If the general tenor of the replies from the foreign courts to the king's notice of 
having accepted the conftitution, be attentively confidered, it will be impoffible not to 
obferve that remarkable flrain of artifice and duplicity which prevaded the majority of 
them, and particularly thofe from the mod powerful ftates, and thofe nearefl in 
alliance with the reigning . family. They contained indeed expreffions of perfonal 
refpefl: and fympathy for the king, but nothing which could be conftrued into an 
approbation of the new order which had been eftablilhed/in France by the prevalence 
of popular councils. However, therefore, the court and miniftry might appear fa tis- 
fied with thefe empty profeffions, it is certain they were far from gratifying to the 
people at large. Inftead of diminifhing, the infolence of the emigrants appeared to 
increafe. The enrolments in the circles of the Upper and Lower Rhine were car- 
ried on with iacreafed vigour and alacrity ; they were even encouraged to commit 
afts of violence on the bordering territories of the bifhopric of Strafburg ; and an 
attempt was alfo made by an agent of the princes to corrupt general Wipfen,* who 
commanded in the department of the Upper Rhine, and to engage him to deliver 
by treachery the fortrefs of New Brifac into their hands, by which the hoftile troops 

might have obtained an eafy entrance into the territories of France. Impelled by 

thefe circumftances the aflembly decreed on the 29th of November that a deputation 
of twenty-four of its members fhould wait on the king to communicate to him, on 
the part of the aflembly, its folicitude concerning the dangers which menaced the 
country from the perfidious combinations of armed emigrants, aflembled without the 
kingdom, and the fatal confpiracies which they apprehended internally threatened its 
domeftic peace ; to entreat him to require the elettors of Treves, of Mayence, and the 
other princes of the empire, to iflue a prohibition of thofe hoftile preparations and 
enrolments which were openly carried on by the emigrants on the frontiers , and 
to requeft that he would embody- a force fufBcient to compel them,- in cafe of a 
refufal. • 

On the fourteenth of December the king repaired to the national aflembly ; he acquain- 
ed them, that he had taken their meflage into deep confideration, and that on fo impor- 

* The virtue of this general, which was conlpicuous on this occafion, was not, proof againft temptation 

#t a fubfequent period, " 
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tant an occafioiL he had thought it hi? duty to be himfelf the bearer of the anfwer ; 
that he had done;, every thing to recall the emigrants to the bofom of their country* 
and to perfuade them to fubtnit to. the new laws 3 had employed both amicable intimations 
and formal requfitions to divert the neighbouring princes from giving them a fupport cal- 
culated to flatter their hopes and encourage them in their rafii d'efig-ns. 

He obferved, that the emperor had done all that could be expected from a faithful ally-; 
by forbidding and difperfing all aflemblages within his dates. His meafures at other 
.-courts, he faid, had not been equally fuccefsf ul, and unacommodating anfwers had been 
given to his jaft requisitions. Thefe unju ft refufals, he obferved, called for refoluiions 
of another kind. As the reprefentative of the people, he felt for their injuries. In 
confequcnce, he had caufed a declaration to be made to the elector of Treves, that if 
before the fifteenth of January he did not put a flop within his flates to all hoftiie difpofi* 
tions on the part of the emigrants, he ihould be obliged to condder him as the enemy 
of France. The king added, that he fhould order fimilar declarations to be made to all who 
favoured affemblages which, might menace the peace of the kingdom. 

To enable the nation, however, to prepare for that war in which they might find it 
neceffary after ail thefe precautions relu&antly to engage, the king advifed an attention 
to the finances of the country, and the drift obfervance of peace and unanimity. He 
modeflly alluded to the violence of thofe who endeavoured to furround with difgufts the 
•exercife of that authority which was intruded to him — -pledged himfelf faithfully to pre- 
ierve the conftitution, and to fhew to all mankind that he felt how truly glorious it was 

to be, the king of a free people. 

But however fincere the king might be in his declarations, he was not fortunate 
enough to obtain full credit. The republican party in particular did not fail to take every 
advantage which the fears and fufpicions of the people afforded to excite their deteftation 
of the court, and of the little remains of the arid ocratic faftion which exided in the 
kingdom. The negative which the king had unfortunately affixed; to the decree againffc 
the emigrants, and his tardinefs in fanftioning that refpefting the nonjuring clergy, 
the firft threatning the nation with terror and defolation from abroad, and the others 
fomenting the didraftions into fanatacifm and madnefs at home, afforded them too; eafy 
a pretext to awaken all the paffions of the multitude. Addredes crowded in. from every 
part of the kingdom, abounding in commendations of the afiembly, and indicating their 
diffatisfaclion as to the conduft of the king and his miniders. Mod. of thefe. addrefles 
were entered on the journals of the adembly, and were feconded by inflammatory fpeeches 
from the more violent members. Montmorin, unable to withdand the dorm of popular 
violence, refigned ; Deleffart was nominated to the department of foreign affair?* 
and Cahier de Gerville to that of the interior. In the beginning of December, alfo, 

Duportail was difmiffed from his office as minider of war, and Narbonne appointed 
in his room. 

Before the conclufion of the month of November, a circumdance occured which 
ferveel to put in motion the two remaining parties which were fhortly to divide the king- 
dom, the conditutionalifts and the republicans ; and its iffue might have (hewn in whofe 
favour the balance was likely to preponderate. The mayoralty of the judicious and 
patriotic Bailly terminated in the month of November — The once popular La Fayette 

appeared as a candidate to fucceed him, and it was generally underftood: that he was 
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fupported by the court — He was however oppofed by a declared republican, Petion, a 

member of the jacobin club. It is almoft unnecefTary to add that Petion was elefted 
mayor of Paris by a great majority. 

As conftant experience had evinced the increafing credit and power of the Jacobins, 
it was evident that, by gaining an afcendancy over the minds of the populace, they 
were enabled to controul even the affembly itfelf j as the only means of averting the 
dreadful confequences with which the court was threatened by the principles avowed by 
the leaders of that club, the friends of the conftitution and of the monarch endeavoured 
to counteract its influence, by a new inftitution of a fimilar kind, but profeffing principles 
more moderate, and consequently more calculated to preferve the exifting conftitution. 
1 At this period it was that the new Society called the Feuillans, from the convent in 
which it met, was firft inftituted. It was compofed of fecedcrs from the Jacobins, and 
ex-members of the conftituent affembly ; fuch as Barnave and the Lameths, Duport, 
Rabaud, Sieyes, Thouret, Chappelier, Taleyrand, Labord, Montefquieu, Beaumetz, and 
others. To thefe may be added two hundred and fixty-fix members of the exifting 
affembly, and about eight hundred and eighty other refpe&able citizens. 

The republican party and the Jacobins could not behold this new aflbciation without 
fecret difquiet. It was evidently formed to oppofe them ; the fubjett was debated in 
the Club on the evening of the twenty-firft of December, and the people in the galleries* 
being irritated by harangues, iffued forth in a large body and forced their way into the 
hall of the Feuillans ; they commenced with dired threats to feveral of the members* 
with interrupting all difcuffion, and at length openly acknowledged that they came thither 

to effeft the diflbiution of the fociety, 

A riot of a ftili more ferious nature was threatened on the twenty -third, and Charon the 
prefident of the Feuillans wrote to the mayor to requeft that a commiflaire de police 
might be ordered to attend the meeting, for the purpofe of preferving the peace ; but 
Petion, who was a member of the Jacobin club, could not be fuppofed to be extremely 
ardent in favour of its rival. He excufed himfelf, by faying that he could not command 
the attendance of a commiflaire, but that he would take every precaution in his power. 
At the inftance of the commander of the national-guard, however, Petion wrote to the 
commiflaire de police, and requcfted his attendance. As the members of the fociety came 
armed as well as the rioters, a tumult of a very fanguinary nature was expefted ; but 
happily, by the interpofition of the municipal officer, no violence took place. The 

rioters imperioully infilled on the diflbiution of the club, and this by the other party 
was contemptuoufly refufed. On the exhortation of the peace officer, however, to 
feparate and depart from the fcene of altercation, the fociety afforded the firft example 
of moderation, by quitting its hall, and leaving their property to the difcretion of their 
opponents. 

The majority of the affemoly had, from thefe circumftances, an immediate opportunity 
of manifesting its difpofition towards the new inftitution. The vicinity of their place 
of meeting to that of the legiflative body, and the various committees, afforded Merlin, 
who had been imprudently attacked by one of the guards, and others of the Jacobin 
fa&ion, a ready excufe for infilling on their removal ; and a motion being made to 
that effect, it was unanimoufty decreed; Thus was viftory at once declared in favour 
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The conftitutional party indeed were too late in their adoption of attive meafures. Their 
more diligent adverfaries had already obtained poffeflion of the public mind, and they 
entered the field only when the contefl was virtually decided. 

Thefe tranfa&ions afford a tolerably accurate picture of the ft ate of parties in 
France at the conclufion of the year, 1791. Its fiuatiton, with refpeft to foreign 
powers, became more and more critical. The condutt of Leopold was a fingular tiffue 
of inconfiftency and deception. He pretended formally to revoke the circular of Pavia, 
in confequence of the king's acceptance of the conftitution, and yet exhorted the powers 
of Europe not to defifl from the meafures concerted between them, but to continue 
vigilant, and to declare that their coalition had: ftill an exiftence ; but this declaration 
was dire&ly followed by a letter to the king of France, reviving the claims of the 
Imperial vaffals in Alface and Lorraine ; infilling that no compenlation could be accepted^ 
but that matters fhould be reftored in every refpeft to their ancient fituation j and ac- 
quainting the king that the emperor conceived himfelf not only bound to interpofe by 

teftation, " but alfo to give to the injured all the aid which the dignity of. the 



imperial court, and the maintenance of the prefent conftitution required. 
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While 

general, were more than fatisfied with the mode of compenfation propofed by the 

French. The prince of Loweftein readily accepted of an indemnification, and the prince 

of Hohenloe, and the prince of Salm-Salm, declared themfelves equally ready to treat 
upon the fame terms. The dukes of Wirtemberg, and Deux-Ponts, as well as prince 
Maximilian, freely negotiated, and only required, what in itfelf it was no more than 
perfectly reafonable, the reimburfement of the revenues on the feudal rights in queftion, 
from the fourth of Auguft 1789. 

The defigns of Leopold gradually unfolded. The declaration to the European powers, , 
the fubftanceof which is given above, was dated, the tenth of November, the letter to 
the king the third of December j and on the 21 ft of the fame month an official notice was 
delivered to the French minifter at Vienna,, in anfwer to the French king's notification 
to the elector of Treves, which more direftly manifefted the hoftile intentions of the im- 
perial court. It ftated, that the ele&brhad given notice to the court of Vienna, that he 
had adopted, with refpeft to the French refugees and emigrants,- the fame principles and 
regulations as had been put in force in the Auftrian Low Countries ; that notwithftand- 
ihg this, the eledtor was flill; apprehenfive that the tranquillity of his frontiers and flates 
would be difturbed by France; and that in confequence of this aoufication, the emperor 
had been conftrained: to order marefchal Bender to march to the ftates of his electoral 



menaced with. hoftile incurfions. 



niimi 



amount of twentv-three thoufand 



were already embodied for offenfive operations in the electorate, and the emperor avowed 
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the notification of the court of Vienna, wherein he expreffed his regret and aftonifhment 

at the conduftof the emperor, upon whofe good intentions he faid he thought he ought to 

reckon, and afte&ed to believe his good difpofition was perverted by the mifreprefentations 

of the ele&or of Treves. He addreffed an anfwer to the emperor, reminding that monarch 
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that nothing was demanded of him ? but what France had afforded, ail example of, and that 
the refugees from Brabant had been .preyented from affembUng with hoftile yiev^ ou.$hc 
Auftrian frontier \ at the fame time he confirmed, his for declaration, that if after the 
period already fixed, the. eleftor. of Treves (hould* not have really and effQ^lually, diip^rfed 
the hoftile aflemblages exifting in his fetes, nothing would prevent the king fronipropofing 
to the nation to reftrain it by force of arms. " 

Preparatipns for war were now carried on with redoubled, vigour* Rochambeau and 
Luckner were promoted to the rank of marefchals, and Lafayette had already proceeded 
to affume the important command on the frontiers/ Narbonrie, the \yar. minifter,. made 
the circuit of the ifortrefies tpinfpeft the works and the (late of. the army there.) new levies 
v y r ere ordered and the whole country affumed the garb of war. 

Though the fpirit of the nation was not depreffed by the profpeft of impending hoftilities 
the : ftate of the finances could not be contemplated without the raoft ferious app.rehen/tons* 
The extraordinary refources had all hitherto proved, inadequate to the public- demands. 
On the twenty-ninth of December, twenty millions w.ere voted-, which! the minister at 
war informed the affembly. next day fhould be all appropriated to ii)ake good the: deficit 
of 1791. : • 

On the fame day Lafond prefented a general eftimate, being, the united refults of the 
particular eftimates of the feveral minifters, of the expences for 1792, amounting to 
fix hundred and fixty-three millions fix hundred and feventy-one thoufand livxes ;* and 
an eftimate of the ordinary refources, confifiing of the land-tax, tax on perfqnal property 
patents, and fome lefier imports, taken at five hundred. and thirty millions. l;he differ- 
ence between the two eftimates, amounting to one hundred and thirty-three millions fix: 
hundred and feventy-one thoufand livres, was to be provided for. from, the fund of extra- 
ordinaries. 

A. D. 1,79a.] Notwithftanding previous appearances, the- year, 1792 opened with fair 
but delufive omens to the peace of Europe and the liberties of France. Leopold again 
wavered or prevaricated. Unprepared for the attack from the wants of his : treafury, and 
the tardinefsof his fecret allies ' in advancing funds, he, appeared vainly confident that his 
finifter policy would be fuccefsful in amufing the affembly; thus, while a, cordon of 
troops was gradually , forming . on the frontier of the Netherlands, the folemn prpteftations 
of the emperor afferted. them to be intended merely for the purpofe of precaution and 
defence. St. Croix was appointed envoy at the court of the elector -of Treves, and- was 
received with cordiality and refpeft. The emigrants were prohibited from continuing their 
military exercifes, and the eleftor pledged himfelf, that within eight days the hoftile 
affemblages in his dominions fhould be entirely difperfed. All military (lores, and even 

tiorfes for the emigrants were prohibited ; and he declared, that in every refpett it was 
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* The detail of tfye public appropriations furnifhes fome important- facte to the; intelligent reader.:---... 

Eftablifiimentof the princes, . 5,000,000. Roads and bridges, 4,000,000; 

Military eftabiiftitnent, • . . « • 221,000 High national court and of appeal, 450,000 

Foreign affairs^ . . . * . . .. . 6,000,000 National fchocls, , . . . . 1,900,000 

Marine, and. colonies, ..... . . .43,000,000 Intereft. of public debt, . . . 20,000,000" 

General ajdminiftration, .. .. . 5,000,000 Life annuities, ..... 100,000,000.' 

Public worfliip, . V.. \ .. .. .. . 81,000,000 Perpetual annuities, . . , 390,000^00.. 

Penfions to ecclefiaftics, * .... 68,000,000 Tot ai. 663,671,90a.. 
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liis moft ardeftt wifh to maintain perpetual amity with France.* The people, always more 
fincere than their governors, willingly . feconded this difpofition; in many towns the 
emigrants were ignominioufly expelled by the populace, and the prince of Conde was 
-compelled by the magiftrates of Worms to leave that city for fear of infurre&ion. While 
their enemies thus appeared to be crufhed or removed, the apprehenfions of the French 
for their own frontier were completely difpelled by the report of the war minifter on 
liis return from his tour. The fortrefTes he reprefented as being placed in a moft refpe&a- 
ble ftate, and the patriotifm of the foldiery exceeded every expe&ation that the moft 
fanguine friend of his country could form. The credit of the paper currency experienced 
an immediate rile from thefe favourable appearances, and manufactures and agriculture 
began once more to flourifli. 

. The accounts from the colonies were lefs encouraging. The dreadful revolt of the 
negroes at Cape Francois had . indeed produced a temporary ceflation of the difientions 
which exifted between the white inhabitants of St. Domingo and the people of colour ; 
and an a&ual concordat, or agreement, had been entered into by the two parties. The 
fucceffes of the free inhabitants thus united againft the revolted negroes were brilliant ; 
but every new inftance of fuccefs only added to the 'calamity of individuals,- as it was a 
deftru&ion of prpperty. . It affords matter for aftonifhment, that the moft fevere cala- 
mities are frequently infufficient to deftroy the force of .prejudice. That rancorous fpirit 
which prevailed in the white colonifts, that contempt in which they continued to hold the 

•people of colour, was reprefled, but not extinguifhed, by the concordat. 

While the ratification of this contradt was ftill in agitation, a private quarrel ferved once 
more to rekindle the flames of civil war. On the 16th of November, the fe&ions of 
Port au; Prince were affembled for the purpofe of deliberating on the execution of the 
concordat, and forming the new provincial aflembly to which the people of colour 
fhould have equal admiffion with the white inhabitants. At the very moment in which 
this important queftion was in agitation, a free negro quarrelled vvirh a white cannonier. 
The foldier drew his. fword;.but the fuperior force of the negro wrefted it from him, 
and broke it in pieces. For this offence the negro was apprehended; he was immediately 

tried, condemned, and hanged, in oppofition to the moft urgent and humble entreaties 
of the people of colour, who only requefted that the execution of the fentence might at 
leaft be fufpended. 

The confequence of this cruel and imprudent a£t was, that the people of colour fired 

on the cannoniers ; the white colonifts flewjnftantly to arms, and the conteft was renew- 
ed with all its former fury. The fucceeding day the town of Port au Prince was fet on. 
fire by fome unknown incendiaries, and twenty-eight iflots, making two-fifths of the whole 
were totally confumed. The fubfequent hiftory of this diftrafted colony is nothing but 
a repetition of crimes and difafters. Theifland, divided into :three parties, continued a prey 
to its inteftine divifions. The revolted negroes {till maintained their ground. The 
people of colour; either remained undecided and ina&ive, or took the part of the infurgents* 
Even the troops which were fent over to reftore tranquillity, were in fome.meafure 
corrupted, while the white inhabitants difplayed unequivocal marks of counter-revohu 
tionary principles, ;and immenfe numbers fled to the United States of America. \ 

As but little hope appeared of the emigrants returning to their country, and as the 
veto v bf the king had caufed much difcontent in the nation, the aflembly proceeded to 

/ 

/ 
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ftronger meafures* and & decree of accufation of high, treafon was gaffed agaihft the 
brothers of the king, the prince of Conde, M. Caionne, and Mirabeau the younger £ 

and as, notwithftanding the profeffions of the emperor, reports had gone forth that 
the congrefs was formed by Auftria aud Pruffia for the purpofe of fub verting, or 
modifying at leaft, the French conftitution* a. decree was paffed by the legiflature,. and* 
immediately fan&ioned by the king^ which pronounced every Frenchman infamous, and? 
guilty of high treafon, who fhould diredtly or indirectly take any part in fuch meafures* 
qr wha fhould, in any refpeft, unite with thofe whofe objedfc was a modification of the 
exifting conftitutioni 

At this jun&ure Deleffart was accufedj and Bertrand declared by a vote of the affem* 
bly unworthy of truftf; the king however, who with an inconftaney that has been attri- 
buted to his weaknefs; by fome,. arid by others to defign, had continually changed his mi* 
sifters as he found them indifpofed to his; views, now contrary to his ufual'praltic'e perfifte&i 
in retaining Bfertrand. This ftep contributed not a little to excite difcontent* and was-' 
roadie ufe of by the republican party, who had gradually obtained a confpicuous afendancy • 
ijl.thfi affembly ; the difaffeftion.of :the Ring was very generally believed and openly afferted^ 
aaid: thei difquietude became fa great;,, that on the: feventeenth of February the king_- 

die^edv it neceflary to deny,, exprefsly in abetter to the mayor and municipality* all the: ; 
imputations, circulated againft him. 
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But the external preffure was too powerful and the meaftires 1 of the king too much at? 
variance, to produeeun alteration of the public opinion by the denial of a condud which? 
it would* be fata;! to- confefs <:. the republicans too* who poffeffed the greateft talents, had 
uniformly evinced: a > degree of fagacity, which rivetted to them the public confidence; 1 
the] people; faw< that; thamgh they did not poffefs« the channels of foreign? communication^ 
they had either better information or more honefty than their opponents;; they had pene^ 
tfatedri&ore: faccefs fully into the defigns of Leopald, and faw that the falfe ferenity which* 
prevailed, at. the commencement of the year only preceded a ftorm ; and that it was -ar 
ipere delufion created by that crafty prince to lull the fpirit of France into a fatal tranquil- 
lity^ ; Not uninformed of: the: a&ual grounds of the treaty of Pilnitz, they faw that arc 
aUiapce.of fuch. exent was; not likely to vanifli in vapour; the reafons ftill exifted lw 
which it; originated ;, with this; opinion the preparations of Auftria and Pruffia entirety- 
correfponded ; and while no motive of fufficient weight had occurred to induce the com- 
Jjipation to lay afide; their projeft, there was an obvious reafon for thfe concealment of it, 
aiiftt&fcwas, that.it was, evidently notyet ripe for execution; at their inftance it- was there-' 
fere*, that military preparations were unremittedly carried on, - that a decifive anfwer was> 
demanded from Leopold:, and a, period fixed after which his; filenee was to be conftrued* 
into ^^declaration of war: 

The couitin this extremity araidft its profeffions of loyalty manifefted an unufual degree 

and- mareffchals; Tioehambeau and Luckner and Lafayette, were called to Paris'? 
to . concept .with the; executive the* arrangements proper for the defence^ of the c ount r y ; a* 
cp3^fideraWs; promotion of. officers took: place, and a marine equipment was ordered^ iff* 
the e^e&ation, that :aigreat naval power would; immediately declare for the confederacy. 

On theieeo&d o£ March:* what had been- repreffented only as- the fa&ious ravings of the 
thesjafcobios or the vifiohasy alarms and <predi&ions of theoriftJs^and^riepubiicans, affumed 

ffee fer^na«dpe£fco£ reality ; : the^correfpoiideaw with the'* emperor was- laid before the' 
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affembiyv an^ contained a- note from* prince Kaunitz, dated the fifth of January, greceding^ 

ftating, that although the ele^or of Treves had ferioutfy refolved to enforce the regulations^ 
adopted by the emperor againft the emigrants', ftill theFren'ch king, had affembled; three- 
armies, and that violent declamations had been permitted' in the French clubs againftall? 

the fovereigris in Europe. The reading of this paper was followed by, an extra£Lfrom,. 
the inftru&ions given to Nbailles the French ambaffador at Vienna,, datedthe twenty*firi£> 



of January j in which an explanation was required of the orders given to general Bender 
and of the meaning of the expreffion employed by the emperor — " the foyer eigns ; united 
" forthe fafety and honour of crowns."' 

The moft important paper, however, was a difpatch from prince Kaunitz to the impes, 
rial charge des affaires at Paris, dated the feventeenth of February ; , it was . dictated in! 
terms of ftudied ambiguity — the emperor made many proteftations of his defire to pre?, 
ferve peace, but ftill avowe d the ; engagements which he had formed with other powers for. 
prefer ving inviolate the monarchy of France ; while he profefled his apprehenfions for 
the fafety of the king, the difpatch was charged with expreffions ftudioufly infulting tor 
the people, calculated to irritate them and precipate the ruin of him for whom . fecuiityi 
was prbfeffedly fought ; it enveighed in the moft unqualified terms againft the. republicans 
fpirit, and jacobin focieties ; and inftead of foothing and conciliating the people to the 
love arid care of the kingi appeared as if it had been framed to urge them to fome.aG;: 
dfefpariation. . 

Thefe papers were accompanied by a letter from the Pruffian envoy at Paris, . avowing: 
the intimate union and connexion which fubfifted between the two > courts, and the, 
entire acquiefcence of his mafter in the Auftrian memorials. By, another communication, 
from the minifter y it ; was under flxxxf, that the imperial troops in the Netherlands, amoun-- 
ted to fifty- five thoufand, in January, and that as foon as they ftiould be joined: byrthe: 
feveral 1 bodies which were ordered to march, they would* amount to upwards of ninety 
thoufand. The minifter concluded' by faying, that the. king had inftrufted his ambafladoc 
at Vienna^ to reprefent, that it became neither the dignity nor the independence of France .; 
to enter into any difcuflion concerning her internal affairs ; that the meafures of Auflria . 
and Bruffia, having.no explicit object, could only ferve to create jealoufy and diftrull j 
and that if- the emperor was fihcere in his profeflibns, he would (hew it by reducing hisi 

troops in the Netherlands to the peace eftablifhment of 1 791,. and the French . would 
immediately follow the examples 
The fallacious calm which had pervaded the nation and thofe who called themfelves' 

moderates in the aflembiy j . was on the publication of thefe difpatchfes, changed into a * 
tempeft of rage and refentment. The people faw the open declarations of the republicans 

in the alfembiy and the clubs^ for feveral months paft verified ; the delay of minifters in 
communicating the firft hoftile information was recolle&ed^ and Delefiart was, charged i 
with having betrayed ther nation ; former pacific communications from foreign powers 
were treated as forgeries, and the minifter for foreign aftairs as a party in the fraud 4. to; 
many however war appeared lefs formidable than the treacherousgftate of alarm and dik 
quietude and the enormous expences under which the nation laboured. 

Atvthis period the meafures of the court again affumed a fufpicious afpeQ: a degree of ' 
jpuMic referve and private revelry were noticed by many. Arid while the indignation of 

the popular pa* ty in the affembly was directed againft Bertrand^ xniiufter of the jftarijia 
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and Deleffart, minifter for foreign affairs, the court, under the influence, as was 'confi- 
dently afferted of the houfe of Auftria, determined on the difmiffion of Narbonne from 
the war department ; and of Cahier de Gerville from that of the interior. De Grave 
was appointed as fucceffor to Narbonne, whofe difmiffion was both refented and refilled 
by the leading members of the affembly. Sage moved, " that Narbonne carried, 
with him the regret of the national affembly ; and on a motion of cenfure, by Cambon, 
on the minifters who advifed the king to retain Bertrand in his fervice, after he had loft 
the public confidence, Cahier de Gerville was exprefsly excepted. Nothing indeed 
could be more impolitic in the court than both thefe meafures. It was as abfwd 
as it was ufelefs to endeavour to fupport the minifter of marine, however innocent, againft 
the voice and feelings of a majority of the legiflature; and confidering the temper 
of the affembly and the ftate of public affairs, the king ought to have rejoiced that 
any of his fervants enjoyed a portion of their confidence, and ought certainly not 
to have fet them the example himfelf of diffolving the adminiilration. _ 

Thefe meafures were followed, in the fame fitting, by the impeachment of Deleffart. 
He was accufed by Briffot of omitting to give information to the affembly of the concert 
formed among foreign powers againft the liberty and independence of France; of not preff- 
ing the meafures proper for the fafety and defence of the nation ; of having given prince 
Kaunitz details on the fituation of the kingdom, calculated to convey an improper idea; 
of having meanly fued for peace ; of having refufed to obey the decrees of the national 
affembly. In confequence of a decree paffed againft him, Deleffart was apprehended* 
and conduced to Orleans to be tried by the high national court. A variety of unfavour- 
able circumftances ran hard againft him, and he may indeed be cbnfidered as having 
fallen a facrifice to the crooked and deceitful condutt of Leopald, and the temporifmg 

politics of Lewis. 

The* impeachment of Deleffart fo completely terrified the marine minifter, Bertrand, 
that he gave in his refignation, and retired precipitately to England. Thus the miniftry 
\vas at once completely diffolved, and France was threatened with new caufes of diftrac- 
tion, when the politics of Europe appeared to vibrate once more in favour of peace, by 
the fudden death of the emperor of Germany. This event took place on the fir ft of 
March, and from the fuddennefs of the attack, and the appearances£of the complaint, 
fufpicions were at firft entertained that he had been poifoned. The complaint entirely 
afte&edthe ftomach andinteftines, his body fweiled enormoufly, and his bowels burft. 
Malice inftantly attached his death to the agency of the French, but the examination?! of 
the phyficians foon difpelied the calumny ; a narrative of his difeafe publifhed by authority 
afcribecf his death to a rheumatic fever ; but thofe who affumed to poffefs a true ftate of the 
fafts, afcribed his death to the exceffive ufe of cantharides and other ftimulant medicines 
which he had been accuftomed to employ. 

As a' man, .Leopald was of a debauched .and fenfual charafter 3 asaprinde, he was 
poffeffed of ability ; his principles were defpotic, but in general he made ufe of his power 
for the good of his fubje&$ ; — -His political career, while grand duke of Tufcany, was for 
the moft part marked by .wifdom and moderation. He Amplified the laws, he remitted 
the molt grievous of ; the .public burdens, and his regard to the adminiftration of juftice 
- was fuch, that he. allowed, and even encouraged appeals to himfelf, wherever any party 

conceived himfelf! injured in the courfe of a*procefs in the ordinary courts of law. He 
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•had the merit of reftoving peace to the empire, as "Well as to Auftria and the Netherlands^ 
xiotwithftanding .the diftrefs and confufiori in which he found them all involved, by :the 
-imprudent adminiftration of his predeceffor. His political wifdom and general J&gacity 
were certainly above the ordinary ftandard of hereditary monarchs. It has 'been faid, he 
loved peace, his conduft in uniting with the confederacy of princes againft the liberties 
of France may be fairly cited in contradi&ion to this aflertion. Leopold might be 
influenced by family confiderations,-he might be deceived with falfe reprefentations as to 
the actual ftate of France ; he might be prompted by the money and intrigues of another 
power, 'who did not openly appear, but whofe infidious policy Europe will long have 
occafion to regret. With all his talents, his notorious duplicity rendered him at once 
an objo*^ of univerfal abhorrence and contempt ; and it was evenafferted by an eminent 
fpeaker in the Britifh fenate, intimately conne&ed with the adminiftration, that " no 
man would take his word for a fingle day," and from this fenfiment from fuch an 



meafures 



over 



Delefiart, rendered 



The afcendancy which the Jacobin club had 
Feuillans, and ftiil more by the impeachment of 
abfolute in every thing that concerned, the politics, of France. The court feemed at 
.this moment to relinqiiifh every thought of refiftance, and to fail with the tide. This 

• was foon evinced in the appointment of minifters ; Durnourier arid Lacofte, two of 
the leading Jacobins, being nominated to two of the vacant departments, of foreign 
affairs and the marine. * 

Dumourier, from the fir ft dawn of the revolution, ftudied to ingratiate himfelf with the 
;people ; and as the Jacobin club was the great theatre of talents and ambition, lie foon 
became a diftinguithed member, and by their influence and his intrigues eftablifhed himfelf 
in the important, and, at this period, very refponfible fituation of minifter for foreign 
aifairs. ' 

"The French king difmified the Swifs guards on the feventeenth of March ; and on 
? that day the guard appointed by the conftitution entered upon duty. ' 

The death of the emperor, inftead of protra&ing, appears to have accelerated hofiilities 
between Auftria and France. The young king of Hungary was fcarcely feated on the 
throne, when he defired a conference with the Pruffian minifter, BifchofFswerder, and 
directed him to inform his mafter, that he was determined ft ridlly and literally to adhere 
to the convention of Pilnitz. . The preparations on the part of the French, in the mean 

• time, were carried on with alacrity ; and the new minifter, Dumourier, declared in the 

• Jacobin club, that he would, in his negociations with Auftria, direft them to the point 
of obtaining, without delay, a folid peace or a decifive war. 

0n the 22d of March a decree of fequeftration was palfed againft the property of the 
•emigrants, faving however the right of creditors to be reimburfed their djemands j and 
fuch as returned within the fpace of one month were to be re-eftabliftied in poffeffion of 

their eftates, fubje&ed, however, to a proportionate tax to defray the expences of the 

armament, which their emigration had occafioned. :By an additional decree, they were * 
. deprived of the rights of a&ive citizens for two years after their return to France ; 

and fuch of them as ftiouldnpt return within a month, were deprived of thofe privileges 
ior ten vears. 

Vol. IV. c I 
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The fucceeding day, the king announced the appointment of three more ©f the popular 
party to the miniftry, Gamier, minifter of juftice, in the room of Duport du Tetre ; 
Roland, minifter of the interior, inftead of Cahier de Gerville j and Claviere, minifter 
of finance, in the room of Tarbe. The two firft minifters were members of the Jacobin, 
club, which at this period feems to have poflefled the ableft men and the entire con- 
fidence of the nation. The vigorous meafures purfued by the alfeinbly had alfo the 
happieft effe&s both Upon public credit and upon the minds of the emigrants, upwards 
of four hundred having paffed through Lifle, on their return, in one day. 

About this time a circumftance occured of no fmall importance to France, and particu- 
larly in her prefent ftate this was the death of the king of Sweden, who had been 
a very aftive enemy to the formation of the conftitution. He was fhot at a mafquerade 
by Ankcrftrom, who had been a captain in the guards ; but a number of others, among 
whom was the king's private fecretary, and many of the molt diftinguifhed no- 
bility were engaged in the plot. This murder was attributed to various caufes. — Perfonai 
inveteracy, as the regecide had recently been difcharged from the fervice. The king had 
lately overthrown the liberties of the nation, and rendered himfelf arbitrary > fome fuf- 
pe&ed the nobles had taken this meafure to revenge themfelves — Others laid his death 
to French influence ; but Ankerftrom at his execution declared he killed him as a tyrant. 
Its immediate effedt was the withdrawing a powerful ally from the confederacy. The 
fuccefTor to Guftavus was a minor, and a regency was appointed, at the head of whom 
was the duke of Sudermania the late king's brother j who exhibited a rare character for>a 
prince, a man devoted to peace and civil liberty. 

This period is alfo remarkable for the introdu&ion of the Guillotine, which was in- 
vented by a furgeon of that name. 

The anfwer to the requifition made at the court of Vienna, was fubmitted to the affem- 
bly on the twenty -ninth of March by the new minifter Dumourier, and amounted almofi: 
to a declaration of war. Prince Kaunitz, in a memorial dated the eighteenth of March, 
. In the name of the king of Hungary, ftates that he had adopted fully the political fyflem 
of the late emperor, and would explain himfelf with the franknefs becoming a great power* 
He recriminated on the French the charge of affembling troops upon the frontiers, and 
fignified that other princes befide the king of Hungary might perhaps think it neceffary ta 
sdfemble ftill greater numbers to maintain their internal peace againft the example of France 
and the criminal machinations of the Jacobins, The reft of the paper was in a fimilar 
ftyle of haughtinefs and outrage, aud concluded with obfcrving that the found and 
principal part of the nation, in other words the ariftocracy, would confider as a con- 
doling profpeft the exiftence of a concert, the views of which were worthy of their con- 
fidence. Notwithftanding the indignation which fo infolent an addrefs muft neceflarily 
have produced, Dumourier, with great temper, entreated the aflembly to wait in tran- 
quillity for the categorical anfwer of the court of Vienna, which he expe&ed in the courfe 
of a few days : and this recommendation, of the minifter was unanimoufly afTented to. 

The vigorous and fpirited conduft of Dumourier extracted from the king of Sardinia 
a more moderate and favourable reply. He allured the minifter in general terms, that 
his troops were actually below the peace eftablifliment, and that he permitted no. hoftue 

affemblages of the emigrants within his dominions* 
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On the fixth of April, the committee of public inftru&ion moved the fuppreffion of 
the monadic orders ; one of the popular ecclefiaftics, moved an additional decree to 
abolifli all diftin&ion of drefs both ecclefiaftical and monkiflh. And it was folemnly 
decreed, that all ecclefiaftical marks of diftin&ion, except in the celebration of divine 
worlhip, fhould be abolifhed. 

The aflembly on the nineteenth afforded another example of enlightened and liberal 
policy. In the evening fitting a lecter was read from Mefirs. Baur, merchants of Mar- 
seilles, which announced that Marchand commander of the Solide, had difcovered four 
new iflands in the Indian feas, of which he had taken pofleflion in the name of the French 
nation, and of Lewis the Sixteenth. The iflands were full of people, and abounded in 

animal and vegetable produ&ions. The fpeech of Luefnay, on this occafion, is worthy 
of being recorded. 

" It is a great problem," faid he, " whether the difcovery of America has been 
ufefui to Europe ; but certainly America has greatly fufFered by the difcovery — The 
iflands difcovered by Marchand are peopled — if there was but one man there, he is 
matter of the ifle which he inhabits. With what right can people, who renounce all 
conqueft, take pofleflion of an ifland which does not belong to them by any poffibje 
title ? Citizens, the moment to prove our attachment to the principles of our con- 
ftitution is come — Let others, if they pleafe, carry to thefe favage iflands, as they have 
been hitherto denominated, the arts, the riches, and the vices of • Europe ! Let us re- 
main faithful to the declaration of the rights of men, and let us take care not to make an 
attack on the natural liberty, which we have recognifed, and which we have been the 
firfl to proclaim." 

This opinion was crowned by general plaudits, feveral times reiterated, and the aflem- 
bly clofed the difcuflion. 

The period now approached when the interefted and barbarous politics of a com- 
bination of defpots was to deluge Europe with blood, to bring on a great and populous 
nation the moft dreadful outrages, and to involve in a general ruin an unhappy and pious 
prince, whofe greateft crime, poflibly was being the dupe of their criminal intrigues. 

What the caution of Leopold would at leaft have deferred, was precipitated by the 
ardour and violence of a young king: Yet even he (if we may credit the reprefentation 
of Noailles, the French ambaflador at Vienna) was urged to a premature declaration of 
his intentions by the other powers. 

The difpatch of Dumourier to the king of Hungary was accompanied by an affection- 
ate letter in the king's own hand- writing to his nephew, entreating him by every motive 
to flop the eflufion of blood, and alluring him that the conflift could only prove ulti- 
mately fatal to him, the king of France. With fo little fuccefs however was this 
application attended, that the reply of the imperial minifter feemed only to breathe an 
increafed fpirit of infolence and pride. The minifter avowed openly the concert of princes 
againft the conftitutibn of France, and infifted on certain terms, upon which alone the 
courts of Berlin and Vienna could with-hold from hoftilities. Thefe terms were — firft, 
to guarantee the feudal rights of the German princes in Alface and Lorraine ; fecondiy 
to reftore Avignon to the pope ; and the third condition was the mod Angular of al£ 

fmce, as it was indefinite, it muft be modified according to that conftru&ion which the 

demandants might prefer, and was incapable of any other definition. The terms of the 
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' Condition were, u That the neighbouring -powers fhall have no reafon for the apprehen- 
« fions which arife from the prefent weaknefs of the internal government of France/' For 
' the reft, Noailles was referred to the official note of the eighteenth of March, which has 
been already noticed. 

As the intentions of the combined courts could be no longer doubted, it was refolved 
in council to declare war againft the king of Hungary. Perhaps, notwithftanding the 
provocation which had been given to the French nation, it would Rill have been moffc 

'politic to have been lefs precipitate, and to have compelled Auftria to appear in every 
view in the character of the aggreflfor. Such at ieafl we are allured was the opinion of 
La Fayette- But in one point the ariftocraticai and republican parties perfeftly agreed, 
that a war alone could eftabliih or terminate their hopes ; and the hopes of the king and 
his minifter appear to have been governed by the fame fentirnent, for the refolution in 
the council for war was propofed by Diimourier and warmly "fupported by the king. 
The propofal for declaring war was made, by the French king, to the aflsmbly on 
the twentieth of April, when war was decreed againft the king of Hungary and Bohe- 

* inia, amidft the applaufes of the whole legiflative body, and of a numerous croud of 
fpe&ators. 

The motives alleged by the French nation, in their declaration for commencing hot 
tilities, were 

That the court of Vienna, in contradi&ion to repeated remonftrances, continued to 
grant open' protection to the rebel fubje&s of France, who were preparing to carry fire 
and fword into the bofom of their country. 

That it excited and formed a concert of princes againft the independence and liberty 
of France. 

That the king of Hungary and Bohemia, in his official notes of the eighteenth of 
March and feventh of April, openly avowed, and refufed to renounce this concert. 

That notwithftanding the propofal made to him on the eleventh of March, to reduce 
on both fides the troops on the frontiers to a peace eftabliihment, he continued and in- 
creafed his ho ftile preparations. ' 

That he infulted the fovereignty of the French nation, by ptefenting to it conditions 
as the only terms by which peace was to be obtained, among which was the confirmation 
of the feudal rights of the German princes, having pofluilions in France, though the 
French nation had always continued to hold out indemnifications to them* 
* Befides theie inftances, the French declaration mentions the contempt with which the 
ultimate requfition of the king was received, in not condefcending to anfwer it, ice. The 
aflembly declares folemnly its intentions of adhering to the principles of the conftitution, 
in not undertaking any war of conqueft, and hopes that, under the prefent provocations, 
•the nations of Europe will not confider the war which they are now obliged to commence 
in defence of their liberties as an infringement of that principle. 

The politicians of Fiance upon the commencement of hoftilities, received affurances of 
•powerful fupport from the Belgic provinces, which had fo lately been in aftate of revolt, 
and were, at this period, generally irreconciled to the dominion of Auftria. The opera- 
tions of the campaign were precipitated alfo upon this account, and their meafures h a ft y 
and ill concerted were attended with the fuccefs that might reafonably be expe&ed. 
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Thefpedfic ihodein "which the "Auftrians W6te to be attacked, ippeafg ftot to ha 



been much better concerted than the general plan — their untrained fbldiers v were parceled 
out in fmali divifions, under commanders with whofe merits they were little acquainted* 
and fome of whom were actually difaffe&ed to the popular caufe. This plan, Was to 
divide the enemy's forces, and on the twenty. eighth of April three parties of French 
entered the Auftrian Netherlands in different pam. A body confining of t^n fquadrons of 
cavalry,: under the command of Theobald Billon, an able arid experienced officer, and a 
field .marefcftal* was directed to march from Lifle for Tour nay. Another of ten thoufand 
men, Under lieutenant .general Biron (formerly the due de Biron), was to prefent iffelf 
before Hons, in order to prove the difpofitidns of the Auftrian foldiers, and ft HI more of 
the inhabitants of the country, from whom confiderable aid was expefled ; and a third 
detachment of twelve '.hundred, under the command of general 'Carl, was to proceed ta 
-Fumes. Valenciennes was the place of general rendezvous for the troops which marefchai 
llochambeau was to draw from the garrifons, to fupport the body under Biron. 
. The French appear to have had bad intelligence, and to have been deceived both as 
to the numbers .and the difpofition of the enemy. At Tournay Dillon found a ftrong 
body under general cciunt d' Happen court ready to receive him, and ftrongly potted. 
•The, national- troops,- not yet accuftomed to fuftain the fire of regular foldiers, were 
^;thrawn:into>diforder almoft on the fifft attack. The general made every exertion to rally 
tfoenv$n ! d was obferved in the front of the line, exhorting them to keep their ranks* 
Unfortunately in the midft of the confufion, fome perfon actuated either by cowardice 
* or treachery, exclaimed, — Sauve qui peiiU" arid the voice appeared to proceed from 
;thefpot where Dillon flood $ a general cry of "Treafoli, freafon, we are betrayed !" 
fpread from rank to rank; the panic became univeffail, and the whole party fled fete- 
^fore the purfuers in the utntoft diforder, even to the gates of Lille. The unfortunate 
commander, Dillon, was murdered alinoft as foon as he entered the city, and his dead! 
/body torn to pieces by the foldiers and the mob. Their favage fury had fcarcely fatiated 
.itfelf upon this vi&im of popular delufiort, before ; a party of the Royal Cravate, (a regi- 
ment of cavalry) rulhing precipitately towards Lifle, overtook Berthok, an officer of 
.engineers, beyond the Porte de Five. They no fooner £tw him, than fome of theiri 

e&daimed, " There goes another of thefe traitors 1 and inftantly fell upon the unhappy 
gentleman, rwho, after receiving feveral ffiots, fell from his hbffe ; and the body being 
Julpended from a lamp-iron, every foldier of the party discharged his piece at it as he 
pafled. It was alfo laid, that Chaumont, aid-decamp to general Dillon, a prieft under 
the fufpicion of being a fpy, and four Tyrolefe prifoners, were:alfo killed. It however 
afterwards . appeared that Chaumont had only been miffing, having been left for dead 
upon the, field of battle, and that one or two perfons only, befides the general and Ber- 
thois, loll their lives in the .affray. 

The divifi.on under Biron took poffeffion of Quievrain on the twentieth, without oppofi- 

tion, ,and. marched towards -Mons in three columns. \fhe general reached Boflu without 
meeting any perfon except fome travellers, who informed him of a grand movement 
of the Auftrians. At the tend of the village of Boffu, he was oppofed by fome hulans 
whom he difperfed by a few difcharges of cannon. As foon as he came within fight of 
4MIons, he could diicover that the heights before the city were occupied by a very con* 

2 K 
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fiderable body of troops, advantageoufly pofted, which it appeared afterwards, : were 
commanded by the baron de Beaulieu. The Auftrians, it was evident, were more nu-* 
merous than the French, and the general could difcover fome manoeuvres which ^an- 
nounced an intention to turn his right. Thus fituated, Biron determined to wait the 
news of the attack, towards Tournay. About five in the evening, : however the enemy > 
attacked a part of his right wing at the village of Vannes — The French conducted them- 
felves with great ikill and firmnefs, and the Auftrians were repulfed with fome lofs. s 

At length Biron received information from marefchal Rochambeau of the defeat' of 
general Dillon, and delermined to retreat in the morning. Towards ten o'clock at 
night he faw the fifteenth and fixteenth regiments of dragoons mounted on horfeback 
without orders, and proceeding to the left of the camp,, where they formed a column. 4 
lie purfued them alone and unarmed, but was carried away with the column, which was 
in a quick trot, and crying out, they were betrayed. In, this manner the general was 
carried for more than a league, before he could prevail on his flying troops to obey him ; 
He fucceeded at length, and brought them all, except thirty or forty, back to the camp : 
but the deferters proceeded onto Valenciennes, reporting, that they were betrayed by 
Biron, who had dtferted to Mpns. On the thirteenth at day- break Biron began his 
retreat, and arrived without moleflation at Quievrain. Here he left Fleury with a part 
of his troops, and went to condudl the army to the camp they had occupied before- 
Quievrain. He fcarcely, however was arrived at this place, before the battalion of 
national-guards, who covered Quievrain, were difpoffeffed by the hulans; Biron now 
conceived that the only means ot faving the camp was to attack Quievrain, which he 
did with the forty-ninth regiment, and carried it; but to keep it, fome fupport was 
• neceflary; and the reft of the army, and the infantry in particular, were fo exhaufted 
with fatigue, that they were utterly unfit for fervice. The general therefore found 
himfelf under the neceffity of abandoning his camp and train to the enemy, and of 

making a precipitate retreat to Valenciennes. Marefchal Rochambeau pofted himfelf with : 

fome fquadrons on the heights of St. Sauve to favour the retreat, which was accom- 

pliflied ; the French fuftained a confiderable lofs in this expedition, but more by hunger 
and fatigue than by the fword of the enemy. 

The only one of the three parties, which fucceeded, was that under general Carl, 
and which confided of only four thoufand infantry and two hundred and forty cavalry* 

This fmall party prefented themfelves on the twenty-ninth of April before Fumes, and 
the commander defired a conference with the magiftrates ; in the courfe of which, 
he informed them, that the French were not come to make war on the Flemings, but to 
- treat them as friends and brothers. The magiftrates offered to deliver up the keys of 
the gates, but this was declined. The failure of the general plan obliged Carl to 
retreat to Ghywilde, and foon after to Dunkirk, with no other fruit from his 
expedition. ' • « 

So ill concerted had the meafures. of the French miniftry been, that Rochambeau 
complained that < c the plan of Birpn's expedition was publiflied in all the journals 
before he knew it officially and fays, in his letter to the king, that " the minifters, 
and particularly the minifter of war, wifhed to. play the whole game, and make him only 
a piece to be moved about at will." - On this account, and becaufe he difapproved 
of offenfive "war, "he defired permiflion to refign ; and after fome delay, marefchal 

Luckner was appointed to the command of the northern army in his ftead* 
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Notwithftahding the repulfe of the French, on their attempt to penetrate the Auftriah* 
frontiers, it was fome time before the* enemy was in a condition to retailate* : On the' 
feveriteenth of May a body of Auftrians, to the amount of three thoufand, attacked 
Bavai, and took the garrifon, amounting to eighty men, -prifoners ; but intelligence was 
no fooner brought of the attack, than Noailles with a van-guard of cavalry was fent 
to the relief of the town. Marefchal Luckner in perfon accompanied this advanced guard ; 
and marefchal Rochambeau followed to fiipport him with a body of infantry. The expedi- 
tion of jhe Auftrians was, however, only a predatory excurfion, and they had retreated 
two hours before the arrival of. Luckner, and took with them a quantity of forage,, 
which, ineffeft, appeared to be their principal objeft. ; 

If was a part of the plan concerted in the French cabinet, that all the French troops ; 
could be in motion about the fame time, and form if poffible a general rendezvous in 
the centre of the Auftrian Netherlands. Agreeably with this plan Lafayette was to be at 
Givet by the thirtieth of the month ; the orders had reached him ■ only on the twenty-^ 
fourth, and though in moftrefpe&s ill appointed, by extraordinary exertions he provided 
feverity-eight , pieces of artillery by the twenty-fixch, and on the fame day difpatched ' 
Narbonne, who with a heavy train of artillery performed a march of fifty-fix leagues over- 
ground generally bad, in five days, and arrived in time at Givet. The reft of the troops 
were equally pundual, and after driving in the enemy's patroles, arrived on the appointedi 
day- Gouvion took poft at Bouvines, half-way to Namur, on the firft of . March v and 
every thing appear to promife the greateft fuccefs. The failure of • Biron and the cruel fate 
of Dillon reached the army at this place, and excited the livelieft indignation, as it did at 
Paris like wife ; the objects of this divifion were thus fruftrated, but; they, con tinuedto 
advance gradually on the enemy. On the twenty-third Gouvion, was attacked at Humphirie 
near Florennes, by afuperior body of the enemy, his force amounting only to four thoufand 
men. The Auftrian advance-guard was twice repulfed but Gouvion -perceiving their fu* 

periority of numbers, difpatched his baggage to Philipville* where it arrived with only 

the lofs of twenty tents, for which he had no means of carriage, and 'effefted his retreat iri 
perfecl order. In the a&ion the French loft, three . cannon, .had twenty -four men killed, 
and fi'xty-three wounded. • . " : . ! 

On the eleventh of June the Auftrians attacked the . advance-guard of Lafayette, at 
Grifelle near Maubege ; Gouvion who commanded penetrated their defign, and difpatched 
his equipage to Maubege, and commenced a retreating fight, in which his infantry being 
covered by hedges, annoyed the enemy, while the artillery cut up their columns.- A hurri- 
cane, prevented the main, body from hearing the fignals, but as foon as intelligence was 
received inxamp, Narbonne marched a reinforcement with which he tobkthe enemy in- 
flank, while Lafayette advanced . with the main army The Auftrians were-driveii from 
the field, leaving behind their killed and wounded; they were purfued more than a league 
beyond .the pofition of their- advance-guard, and the French reoccupied their former-poft; 
In the^courfe* of the 4 adion the. lieutenant-colonels of: the regiment of Cote d'Or were 
were killed , . and Gpuyion, enraged that an ammunition-theft did not come tip in time^ 
went to expedite jt with a huffar, towards a houfe. not :;in : fight of the- enemy, , arid there 
was killed by a rolling.bullet. . * . • : : . . . :■■/..••/: • : r^?-< 

The hopes of the emigrants had been much.elevatedby.thextranfaftroris in the > northern 

army j to their emiflaries the falfe alarm, in Dillon's. army has been attributed $ the fourth 
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regiment of Imffars, and fome other foldiers,; deferted fr6mStrafl3urg, and ferved further 

to raife the expectations df a counter-revolutionary fpirit in the people ; in this inft ance 

however they were deceived, for the foldiers finding themf el ves betrayed by their officer^ 

returned in a body to their duty. 

The concerns of the war, and the contefts of party, occupied the national aflfembly fo 
completely, that little wis effected in thebufinefe of Iegiflation ffont the commencement of 
the year. They hcJwever paffed a decree which, ordered the burning of the parchments, 
writings, and pi&ures^ relative to the pedigrees of the nobility. A decree paffed about 
the fame period for educating at the expence of the nation thofe children who had 
fceen fent from St. Domingo to France, but whofe parents or relations had been dif- 
abled by the* troubles from remitting money for their fupport, was truly laudable. 
Some laws were alfo made refpe&ing the crime of defertion. The decree, however, 
for the fuppreffion of privateering was calculated in every view to reflect honour oft 
a civilized nation. War is a ftate fo naturally pregnant with evil, as to induce the 
benevolent mind to wifli for every mitigation of its calamities ; and the plunder of 
individuals, ufeful fo the world and hoftile, to none, is a fliameful pra&ice, calculated 
entirely to pervert the morals of a people, arid to render them in every inftance bafe, 
fanguinary, and ferocious. 

But we approach a period + in the events of which thefe inferior meafures are loft. 
When treating of,. the flight of the king, we intimated that the nation was not in a 
ftate to bear a fecond revolution. It was impoffible in the clafh of parties at home, 
the combinations abroad, the corruption and intrigues fupported by both, and the dif- 
fraction confeqiient fo fuch a ftate of things,* that there {hould not be a fubverfiori 
of order and of property. It was impoffible that a new government, in many inftances 
oppofite to all former principles, {hould be eftablifhed without the moft violent convulfioii 
of the whole ftate. The firft conftitution was a fufficient deviation from the habits and 
prejudices of the French ; and many men friends to the broadeft principles of reprefen- 
tatiye government were of opinion that to attempt to carry further the democratic fcheme* 
waS tb endanger the liberty they had already achieved. 

The moft diftinguiflied of the republican party thought differently, and they did not 
forefee that they themfelves niuft ihortly lofe the power which they were about ro affume, 
and that men of daring vievirs and dispositions, devoid of principle, and fufcepfibie of the 
bafeft corruptions as well as the blackeft crimes* would.be enabled to take the lead, and 
forcibly exclude them from the authority which they occupied. 

The events of this period are minutely iiiterefting, and aftoniffiing collectively ; and the 
iritereft increafes as events progrefs : there is a confiderable degree of difficulty in the 
attempt to abftraQ: from the multitude of fa&s, the volumes of contradi&ory opinions and 
accounts promulged concerning thofe f a£ts, one uniform and ^onfiftent chain of narration; 
perhaps the very nature of the trarifa&ions involve them in confufion ; the events them- 
felves from this period, are perplexed by their frequent contradi&ion, iffuing with ra- 
pidity and executed ; with impetuous celerity, at times accomptiftiirtg their ohje&s by the 
boldnefs of the deligh, at others palfkd by intrigue of meafures equally bold fuddenly and 
more promptly executed > perhaps it is in the fources of the events and the chara&ers M 

the,a&ors< we fhaH b^beft abie;to tiompreftend the tranfa&iofls thjemfelves. 
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The influence of the jacobin fociety has been already noticed,' and the high and en- 

creafing credit of the republicans ;* their numbers in the fir ft national aflembly we before 
obferved were few, and they had exprefled a difquietude, which foon grew into jealbufy, 
jat foine changes which had taken place in the conftitution itfelf and the furprizing "alteration, 
in the temper of fome of thofe who had been. the' moft ardent in the caufeot liberty — 
Barnave, the Lameths, and other?, had become at o;ice objects of regard at court, and 
from being its tnbft zealous opponents its mo!t drenuous advocates in the aftembly. 
• Thefe united confideraiions only ftimuiated the republicans to feek every means of pro- 
ducing alterations fuitable to their ideas in the conftitution ; thofe who werecontentrwith 
the conftitution had generally retired, and the legiflative aflembly contained a confiderable 
majority impreffed with thofe fentiments .concerning the imperfections of the conftitution. 
By one of thofe fortuitous occurrences which frequently arife in momentous periods, the 
court was as hoftile to the conftitution on account of the reftraints it impofed, as the repub- 
licans for the loofenefs and infufBciency of thefe reftraints ; each party was di Satisfied, but 
from the moft oppofite motives, and their efforts dire&ed inceflfantly to the fame point at 
length produced :the deftru£tion which they fought, but without accompEftung the objeffc 
which was to replace the ruin. . 

To depict the progrefs.of this extraordinary combination would require volumes, the 
leading features may mark the chara£ter of the whole : notwithftanding their popularity 
for talents and integrity, the politicahprinciples of the republicans had not gained a majority 
in the nation, nor. even in Paris*; but there happened to be in the capital ji number of the 
rnoft determined republicans, many of whom had openly declared for a republic upon the 
flight of Lewis, but whofe voices at that time were drowned in the murmurings of com- 
paflion and the dignified fentiments of humanity. - Danton is faid to have been, the firft: 
to conceive and form the bold project of the republic, his character we (hall touch upon 
at a fubfequeht period. But there were others, whofe lives having been devoted to .political 
ftudies, had wirhout any concert with Danton and others, long turned their attention 
to the fame obje£t ; Gondorcet, Briifot, and Thomas Paine, had eftablifhed a gazette 
entitled ./Lej Republican, in the very firft number of which they openly unfolded 
their principles ; they held out the flight of the king as a dereliction of the crown and a 
proof of the "inutility of .the office ; they appealed .to the memory and feelings of thofe 
who witrieffed the diftra&ion and diftrefs which prevailed before his flight and after his 
reftoration, and the delicious and tranfporting tranquillity which prevailed while he was 
abfent ; they were no lefs explicit on the perfonal conduct of the king, who had violated 
the law that reftri&ed him to twenty- leagues from the legiflature, . — that which declared 
defertion an abdication-, — the oath which he had taken to fupport thefe laws and the whole 
conftitution, and they contrafted his declaration upon his flight with his fubfequent decla- 
rations and meafures* The reiteration of thefe felf- evident truths, the promulgation of 
of fimilar principles in gazettes of unequal merit which multiplied daily, thefpiritof en- 
quiry that had lucceeded the fpirit of doubt, and above all the irritation of the public mind 
from the external preffureof war, had produced a flu&uation in the public opinion which 
finally fettled with thofe whofe talents had excited admiration, and whofe conduit and 
principles difplayed a fublime magnanimity, and. a humanity fo diffufive as to embrace the 
good and warm the felf- love of every individual. 

Vol. IV. a L 
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The cdurt was hot irifenfible to the feverity of the difcuffions to which it was expofed, 
but was bliiid to the change of the public fentiment ; furrounded by chara&ers which 
foothed its vanity and flattered its hopes, it thought that by filling the public offices with 
fervile or intriguing men, and keeping within the letter of theconftitution, the law would 
be fufficient to render its authority fecure. With this perfuafion the court making the 
extreme ufe of the powers veiled in it the more effectually to carry into execution its N trea- 
fonable defigns, had blinded the public by the difmiffion of one fet of minifters, and the 
choice of others, always profefling to comply with the wifhes of the people: but thefe 
changes became fo frequent as to preclude deception, and it was openly made known to the 
courtj that the king, to prove his attachment to the people, fhould chufe his minifters from 
among thofe whofc private virtues were known, and whofe patriotifnr Was not equivocal. 

Dumourier, like Mirabeau, whofe vices were too great to attach the confidence o£ 
the difcerning to his talents, few that meafures muft be adopted to footh the popular 
feeling, advifed tire admifiion af fome popular men to the adminiftration ; accordingly 
Roland, a man of auftere morals and the fimpleft manners, was called, to the home depart* 
ment ; Servan, author of a popular work written before the revolution, called The citizen 
foldier, was appointed nsnifter of war; and Claviere a Genevefe to the management of the. 

finances ; the laft of thefe only belonged to a popular club, but their deeifive preference 
for republican government was as well known as the moderation of their, temper and the 
purity of their lives ; in thus driving before theftorm the king aded with prudence, and 
had his difpofition to profit by the advice df thofe men- been fincere, no nreafure was 
more likely to refcue him from his embaTraifaients ; but it was only the expedient of defl 
paration fupported by the intrigue of Dumourier, who placing*a fond reliance o& his owi* 
ability, thought to manage the government by the principles of military ta&ics. . 

The proceedings of the adminiftration were- however looked up to with that confidence 
which the probity of the principal members was calculated to infpire ; but this confidence . 
was not durable : how profpeftfr fo fair (hould difappear, will no longer appear extraor- 
dinary when the mode of proceeding at a period fo critical comes to be confidered, and we 
are" fur niffeed with the fafts from an authority as illuftrious as unfortunate^* who wa& 
a principal though invifible aQror in- the politics of this era. 

Lewis the Sixteenth, behaved to this miniftry with the gre ateft good-humour-— He 
was not precifeiy fuch a perfonage as he has been induftrioufly reprefented by thofe 
who were interefted in degrading him. He was neither that ftupid fot which he has> been 
held out to be for the purpofe of exciting contempt, nor that polite, good and affeftionate 
chara£fcer for which his friends have extolled him* Nature had formed him in a common: 
kind of mould : he would have a£ted well in an obfcure fituation ; but he was depraved 
by a royal education, and loft his moderation at a critical period, in which his fafety 
could have been affe&ed only by the aiHItance of genius or virtue. A common mind-, 
educated at a. court, and taught from the cradle the art of differnbling, acquires many ad- 1 
vantages in its commerce with mankind. The art of difcovering to each no more thai* 
he would wifh him to know, is only a habit, to which conftant exercife gives the appear* 
ance of addrefs j iand a man muft be born an ideot, in order to appear a fool in a 

firailar fituation. Lewis the Sixtcentlx had befides a; good memory, and a gteat lhareof 
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a&ivity ; he never was a moment unemployed, and read a good deal. He had the moft 
perfect and minute knowledge of the treaties made by France with the neighbouring 
powers; he was well acquainted with its hiftory, and was the beft geographer in the 
kingdom. Knowledge of names ; the juft application of them to the phyfiognomies of 
the perfons of the court to whom they belonged ; acquaintance with all their private 
anecdotes, had been extended by him to every individual, who had at all diftinguiftied 
himfelf in the revolution ; and no one of any quality or defcription could be mentioned 
to him, of whom he could not give fome kind of information founded on their private 
hiftory. But he was without flrength of chara&er, confined in his views, twifted as 
it were his feelings by fuperftitious prejudices and jefuitical principles, and was literally 
afraid of hell, the horns and hoofs of the devil, and excommunication ; with all this 
it was impoffibie he fliould be any thing but a poor creature of a king. If he had 
been born two hundred years earlier, and had had a reafonable wife, he would have 
made no more noife ia the world than other princes of his line, who have paifed acrofs 
the ftage without doing either much good or evil ; but afcending the throne amidft the * 
dilfolutenefs of the court of Lewis the Fifteenth, and the difordered ftateof the treafuiy, 
and furrounded by corrupted men, he was drawn on by a giddy woman, who joined to 
Auflrian infolence the forwardnefs of youth, and to the arrogance of grandeur the in- 
toxication of the fenfes, and the carleflhefs of levity and who was herfelf feduced by 
all the vices of an Afiatic court. 

Lewis the Sixteenth too weak to hold the reins of government, which was now falling 
headlong into ruin, and crumbling to defoliation, haftened his own by faults without 
number, continually floating between the fear of irritating his fubjetts, and his wifh to 
keep them within bounds, and unable to govern them, convened the ftates-general, inftead* 
of reforming the expences, and regulating his court. After having himfelf unveiled the. 
fpring, and (hewed the way to innovation, he hoped to flop its progrefs, by affefting. a 

power again ft which he had furnilhed arms, and againft whom he had himfelf given in- 
ftru&ions for refiftance. 

No other means were left him, than to facrifice with a good grace a part of his 
authority, in order, by means of the other, to feize the whole, on a proper occafion, 
which he was not however likely to do ; fince he gave himfelf up to the moft defparate 
intrigues, the only fort familiar to thofe whom he chofe for his advifers, under the pro- 
tection and patronage of his wife- He had taken fome pains to imprefs the popular 
minifters whom he now chofe with the idea that he placed confidence in them ; and he was 
fo fuccefsful, that for three weeks after their appointment Roland and Claviere delighted 
with the apparent good difpofitions of the king, thought only of thehappinefs with which 
the nation was about to be bleffed and the completion of the revolution. When a doubt 
of the king's difpofition was fuggefted, Roland replied, " If he is not an honeft man,, he 
" is the moft arrant cheat in the kingdom ; diffimulation can hardly go fo far;" 

At this period the fittings of the councils might be called decent in comparifon with 
what they became afterwards 5 but they were at that time puerile,, confidering the great 
mterefts which were at (lake. Each of the minifters who had papers to fign went to the 
king on the council day to .arrange this particular bufinefs before the council began. 
They all went afterwards into the council hall, where, after the. decrees had been figned, 

•which the nuuifter of juftice prefented, debates took place refpeding the operations Qf 
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government, internal order, relations with foreign powers, peace or. war. The king 
fuffered his minifters to talk j in the mean time he read the Gazette, the Engliih news- 
papers in their own language, or wrote* letters. The fanttion of the decrees, however, 
iixed his attention; he did not give his fan&ion readily, but never refufed. When a 
decree was prefented for the firfl time, he put off fan&ioning it till the following council, 
when he came with his mind made up. 

With refpe£t to objedte of great political concern, he often eluded examining them, by 
turning the converfation on different fubje&s, or on matters peculiar to each of the 
minifters. If the bufinefs turned on war affairs, he talked about travels j if it was a 
diplomatic difcufiion, he began a hiftory of the manners of the country in queftion, or 

made enquiries about its fituation and produce ; if the examination of the ft ate affairs led 
him into datails of agriculture and rural economy, he queftioned Roland about his works, 
talked to Dumourier about his anecdotes, and fo with the reft. The council in fhort 
was little elfe than a coffee-houfe, where every one learned the nexvc of the day, and 
amufed himfelf xvith trifles ; there was no regiiK-r kept of the deliberations, no fecrerary 
to . minute them. After three or four hours converfation the council broke up, without 
having done any thing except putting fome fignatures, and this took place three times a 
week. 

Such was the mode of proceeding while the combined enemies of France xvere forming 
their immenfe plans of partition, when an army of one hundred thoufand Auftrians, 
Heffians, and emigrants xvere advancing into the French territory, and Lafayette with 
only eighteen thoufand men in his camp to oppofe them; and the ocher generals 
either flnit i-pin forfrefies, or xvith fmall bodies of ill provided and wretchedly equipped 
troops detached over the conntry. The queftion of war had been warmly drcufl'td ; tut 
it was unavoidable ; the decrees for the camp and refpefting the clergy renexved the 
heat and blew it up to animofity ; the court faw in thefe meafures the frufi ration pi its ma- 
chinations > but the king was too much fortified in his refoluticn to declare his refufal 

direftly ; under various pretexts he deferred it from day to day for fifteen days. The ur- 
gency of the. meafure at length became fo ex r ident as to overcome in all appearance the 
politic fcruples of Dumourier, for the fix minifters were at length unanimous. . During 
thefe difcuffions Dumourier preferved his ufual intimacy xvith the king, as his morals 
were more in unifon xvith the court, his vifits xvere conftant to the private parties of the 
queen. The delay of the fan&ion was now understood as a pofitive refufal. 

'The republican party in the mean time xvere indefatigable in their declamation on the 
exiftence of what thev termed an Auftrian committee, or a combination of courtiers 
under the protection of the queen, to betray the republic to the houfe of Auftria, and 
as the ex-minifters Montmorin and Bertrand were charged xvith being at the head of this 
combination, they determined on the profecution of their calumniators. An unfortunate 
ftep which was taken by La Kiviere, a judge of the peace, in citing Chabot, Bazire, 
and Merlin, three deputies of the affembly, and among the moft clamorous of the 
accufers of Montmorin, to appear before him, rather injured the caufe it was meant 
to ferve. A decree of aqcufation was paffed againft La Rivere, and Genibnne and 
Briffot undertook to prove the exiftence of the Auftrian committee. 
* As the character of the king was implicated in the charge of this traitorous combina- 
tion, he wrote himfelf to the affembly, requefting that the truth of the report might 
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be fully inveftigated, and if deftitute of foundation, that the inventors of it might be 
brought to puniihment — But this interference of the king was cenfured as unconftitu- 
tional, and the application was heard only with a murmur of difapprobation. 

The Englifh cabinet beheld the proceedings at Paris with filent fatisfattion ; but from 
the difpofition of the people they dared not yet openly declare for the confederacy, 
the exultation expreffed by the friends of liberty in England, the writings clefleminated to 
explain the power of the people, excited minifterial fears for the falety of theEhgli:;: govsrn- 

msnt ; a great portion of the nation appeared much interefted in the prevalence of republicaa 

power in France, and temporiling meafures alone fuited the ftate of affairs. In confe- 
quence a proclamation was iflued prohibiting " dangerous do&rines." This was foon 
alter followed by another proclamation to prevent any BritHh fubject affifting either party 
in theprefent war. i he laft order was given in confequence of a reprefentation made 
by Ghauvelin, the French minuter at that court, of the motives which had induced 
the meafures undertaken by France, at the fame time hoping that the Englifh, having 
no intereft in the internal government of any foreign power, would remain neuter ; 
mean time the confederated kings were uling every poflible means to increafe their 

numbers. 

On the twenty-fecond of May, Genfonne and Briffot brought forward their accufatioxi 
againft Montmorin and Bertrand ; but the only fa£t on which they could reft was a 
paflage in a letter from Montmorin to the French minifter at Vienna, in Auguft 1791, in. 
which he fays, " The bed men in the national afTembly. fuch as Barnave, Lameth, Du- 
port, and thofe who have the greateft influence, are now afting in concert with the 
true fervants of the king, to reftore to his majefty the authority necelfary to carry on 
his government." On the firft and fecond of June, the ex-minifters fubmitted their 

defences in writing to the national afTembly who referred them to a committee. 

A report was now circulated, that on the twenty-third of May the king intended 
fecretly to abfeond from Paris ; and Petion, the mayor, wrote to the commandant- 
general of the national-guard, communicating his fufpicions, and entreated him to 
employ every meafure of obfervation and prudence. The letter of Petion produced 

an immediate reply from the king, directed to the municipality of Paris — Kis majefty 
treats the report as a new and horrible calumny, intended only to excite the people to 
infurre&ion, and to force him to quit the capital — He however affures them, the efforts 
of thefe traitors fhall be in vain, " While France," fays he, 6C has enemies to 
encounter at home and abroad, it is in the capital my poft is to be eftablifhed. I commit 
myfelf," he adds, " without referve, to the citizens of Paris and the national guard 
Surrounded by them, and ftrong in the purity of my intentions, I fhall wrap myfelf up 

in tranquility, fearlefs of all events." 

Petion anfwered the letter of the king. He mentioned having received information 
from different quarters refpe&ing the king's intended flight, but he omitted to fpecify the 
evidence on which he grounded his fufpicion. That the king, harraffed as^ he was by 
the diffatisfa&ion of the metropolis, might indeed meditate a fecond flight, is by 
no means improbable ; that even fuppofing the fufpicion not.well founded, Petion might 
receive information to that efFeft, either from ill-intentioned or credulous perfons, is 
equally to be believed; but in either cafe, the evidence on which the fad refted fhould 

have been brought forward. 

Vol. IV. a M 
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^.Notwithftanding this defeft of evidence, the king's intention, to withdraw himfelf 

appears to have obtained fome degree of credit ; and as the body-guard, which had been 
alotted to the king, by the conftitution, was particularly fufpe&ed of incivifm, it was 
difbanded by a decree of the aflembly on the thirtieth of May, and the province of de- 
fending the perfon of the king was committed to the national-guard of Paris. A decree 
of accufation was alfo pafied againft the commandant Briflac. At the fame fitting two 
of the deputies attached to the court, Frondiere and Calve, were committed prifoners 

to the Abbaye, on a charge of infolent conduct towards the aflembly. 

The refufaiof the king to fan&ion the decree againft the refractory clergy, only ferved 
to provoke a meafure of ftill greater feverity againft thefe unhappy perfons. On the 
twenty-fixth of May a decree was paffed, authorifing the banifliment of any nonjuring 
prieft, on a petition prefented to the dire&ory of the diftri£t by twenty citizens." The 
ecclefiaftic was, in fuch cafe, to declare to what foreign country he meant to retire, 
when he was to be furniflied with a paflport and quit the diftrift in twenty-four hours* 
To this decree alfo the king, after fome deliberation, affixed his veto* 

The national-guard of Paris did not efcape the fufpkions of the republican party* 
They ftill feared or affetted to fear the Auftrian committee. To prote£t the capital from 
its external enemies, it was propofed on the fixth of June by the military commir — 
That a camp of twenty thoufand men fhould be formed under the walls of Paris — ■ 
that to complete this levy, every canton in the kingdom fhould be obliged to contribute 
five men, one of whom was to be a horfeman ; and that they were to aflemble at Paris 
before the fourteenth of July, the day of the celebration of the general confederation, 
at which, to augment their patriotifm, they were to affift." This propofal, which was 
firft fuggefted by the minifter of war Servan, was received with infinite diffatisfaftion 

by the national-guard and volunteers of Paris 5 and the king refufed to fan&ion the 
decree. < 

Nearly about the fame period, a propofal was made to the national aflembly, by the 
fe&ion of Croix Rouge,, that, as the neceffity was urgent for arming the whole nation, 
in the prefent critical moment, and as the fcarcity of fire-arms, and their immenfe price* 
rendered it impoffible for many patriotic citizens to obtain a fupply, the deputation re- 
quefted the affeinbly to order an immediate fabrication of pikes over the whole furface 
of the empire. It was however, fome weeks before Paris was formally armed in this 
manner y by a decree of the aflembly. 

'. Whether driven to defparation, or encouraged by the Fupport which he experienced 
from fome of the moft ambitious chara&ers, and particularly from. La Fayette, k un- 
certain^ but the kiiig feemed now fpiritedly to vindicate his authority againft his op- 
ponents. The event proved that this refolution was untimely taken. He fhould have 
permitted his moft violent adverfaiies more completely to expofe themfelves ; he might 
even perhaps have made a fele&ion from thofe who were not the moft favourably dif- 
pofed to the court, and* by friendly and ingenious condutSl, might have convinced them 
of the fmcerity of his intentions, and might have made the beft ufe of their influence 
with the people. The minifter Roland was perhaps of this defcription ; and as he carried 
with him to retirement the regret of many unimpeachable chara&ers, we can only 
believe that the king was himfelf -deceived with refpett to his intentions, or that the 

jnonsurch did not, at leaft > aft that fteadiiy upright part which th« exigences of the 



* 79 2.3 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. * 14I 



times required; 



i 
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nounced to the affenibly the difmiflioa of Servan, Claviere, and Roland j this ftep was 
taken at the defire of Dumourier, whofe application of a confiderable fum of the public 
money to the ufe of madame de Beauvert his kept miftrefs, had excited the remonftrance 



■vj*. w — — — — - y ' 

fucceeded Roland and Claviere. 



Mourg 



This change however was accelerated by a letter which Roland had addreffed to king, 
fome days before j this letter in a variety of refpefrs is an important document, the pro- 
phetic admonitions which it difplays concerning the condufl of the court, the vigour and 

franknefs of the fenriments, and what renders it curious as well as important is that it was 
the production of the minifter's wife : it was as follows. 

Sire ? — The prefent (late of affairs in France cannot be of long duration* It is a crifis 



ree 



as much as it does the whole empire. Honoured with your confidence, and placed in a 
fit ration in which it behoves me to fpeak the truth to you, I venture to do it without dif- 
guife : it is an ooligation under which your majefty's feif has laid me. The French have 
formed a conllitution, and it has produced malecontents and rebels. The majority, of 
the nation approve it, and have fworn to maintain it at the expence of their fives. They 
have confidered the war with fatisfa&ion, as the grand teft for eftabiifhing the con- 
ilitution ; yet, buoyed up by hopes, the minority have exerted their united efforts againft 
it. Hence arifes that inteftine confiift with the laws, that anarchy which all good citizens 
lament, and of which ili-difpofed people have not failed to take the advantage,, in order 
to countenance their afperfions againft the new government. Hence thofe opinions which 
are every where fpread abroad, and every where fomented ; for in no part is indifference 
of opinion to be found. Either the triumph or the change of the conftitution is the cry 
of all ; they labour either to maintain or new-model it. I fhall only touch upon what 
the prefent circumftahces of things require, and, with the utmoft impartiality fhall: fuggefl 
an idea of what turn affairs may be expe&ed to take, and what meafures would be 
prudent to adopt, " ' 

You enjoyed, fire, great prerogatives* and which, indeed, your majefty conceived to 
be inherent in royalty. Bred up under the idea of preferving thefe prerogatives, you 
could not fee yourfelf deprived of them with fatisfa&ion. Thefe fentiments, which are 
natural to the human heart, have had their full influence on the minds of the anti- 
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not but be evident to the whole nation.; and it was fufficient to put-men upon their 
guard.. Your majefty has then been ever under the neceffity of either yielding to the 
fciiceof habit, and to particular inclination, or to make Sacrifices di&ated by philofophyy 

and called for by neceffity. • " - r 



Can ybur majefty openly 



length 



oris it incumbent upon yougeneroufly.to devote ydurfeif entirely to promote its .triumph? 

Such is the true ftatement of a queftion, the foluftiofl. of which the prefent ftate oi : things 

lenders of inevitable ueceflity* - > ■ 
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As to the metaphyfical 'queftion,* cc Whether: the French are ripe for ; liberty ?" it is 
foreign from the fubjeft before us ; for it is not. our bufinefs to confider what we ftiould 
become in a century hence, but to fee what the .prefent generations are capable of. 

In the midft of the fermentations of the four laft years, what has taken place ? Privi- 
leges burdenfome to the lower order of the community have been aboliflied ; the ideas 
of juftice and equality have been liniverfaily fpread. .The. acknowledgement of the 
rights of the people, which has. been folemnly allowed, is become, a facred doctrine in 
politics. The hatred againft the nobles has been long firice infpired by the nature of 
the feudal fyftem : it is now encreafed by their manifeft oppofitionto the conftitution. 
The people confidered thefe nobles in an odious light, on account of the opprtffive privi- 
leges they enjoyed ; but they would have forgot their hatred on the abolition of thefe 
privileges, if the conduft of the nobility, fince that period, had not given every reafon 
for men to confider their rank with diftruft, and to oppofe it as an irreconcileable enemy 
to their welfare*. ■ . 1 . 

The public attachment to the conftitution increafed in like proportion. . The people 
not only derived effential advantages from it, but were perfuaded that ftili greater: bene- 
fits .were preparing for them, fince thofe who were accuftomed to opprefs them were 
endeavouring with fuch earneftnefs to deftroy or to modify it. The. declaration of rights 
is become a political gofpel, and the French conftitution a religion ; in the defence ;of 
which, the people are ready to perifh. Thus their zeal went fo far as to fupply the phice 
of law ; and when its influence was not fufficient to reftrain the difturbers of the public 
peace, the citizens took upon themfelves the talk of punifhing them. Hence the poffef- 
fions of the emigrants have been expofed to the ravages incited by vengeance. ■ Hence 
fo many departments were under the neceffity of feverely treating the clergy whom the 
public opinion had profcribed, and of whom fome, would have been .vidtims to its refent- 

ment. In the collifion of interefts, every fentiment aflumed the tone of paffion.. ' Our 

country is not a mere word, created by .warmth of imagination ; it is a being to which 

we offer facrifices,.to which we are the more attached by the veryfolicitude it brings upon 

us, und which we love on account of the benefits we hope to derive from it ; thus every 

injury offered to our country prbves the means of encreafing our enthufiafm. 
5 . To what a height did this enthufiafm rife, when the machinations of foreign enemies 
were added to thofe of the domeflic foe, in order to perpetrate all that could be conceived 
[ wicked and fatal? -The. fermentation is. extreme in the. various parts of .the empire ; it 
will burft upon us with a dreadful explofion, unlefs it be calmed by a well-founded con- 
fidence in your majefty's intentions. • But this confidence will not be eftablilhed by mere 
prpmifes and proteftations.; it can reft upon fa&s only. The French nation know their 
conftitution can fuftain itfelf ; that government will have all neceffary aid, whenever 
.your* majefty, wifhing well to the conftitution, fhall , fupport the legiflative body, by 
caufing, theft decrees to be executed, and remove every pretext for popular diffatisfaction 0 
and every' hope of the malcontents. . . * .! 

For inftancfc,: .two important decrees have been iflued ; both effentially concern public 
tranquillity and the. welfare of the empire; their not. being fanctioned gives birth to 
miftruft j if it be poftponed, it will create malcontents ; and it is my duty to fay, that 
.in the prefent^ffervefcence of the people's, minds, difcontent may lead to any thing. It 

is no longer time to recede — it is no longer- time to temporize. The revolution is 
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: : Ifiqr.se ppis r^ecft^je^ to jin qrd^r *o ^e%ain,t,fae .national jf ? tertar ^ere 

fpretd through Paris, difunion and con(ie*nalityi r in jis ,vicjnity, r aU France would r#e 



mth >Mgaatip|i> ^iftr^ed ,hy ;the ; hor.r^s ,pf ^ ciyjl .^aj, r (b.e would difplay that 




divide them : : idift^efies japd certain .njisfqrtune ,^iU ^g^ther f rppnd your throne, if it dp 



notxeft, through yourfelf, pn-^he bafis of the coi^itution, and. he eftablifhed on peace, 
which the maintenance of that conftitution would t< at; lpaft produce p iri pur favour. Thus 
ihe iftate Qf ^he .public -mipd, : |he circ^mftances, poIiticaLre^fops, ? yoiir majefty's own. 
interett, rtendgr -it ^i^ifp^nfabje 5 fpr -you to join th.e-legiflatiye.body, " finAXo concur in the 
illation's will. The nation pqnfiders . as z neceflity .^vhat principles point put as a duty ; 
v.b.ut th.e natural f$nfihijity pf tjbis affectionate people rholds put another motive. You 
jwere cmelly deceived, fire, when wicked .men endeavoured to excite ungafinefs anjd 
imiftruft in your breaft r injurious to this kind people, this people fo eafily affetted. 

By being perpetually taught not to confide in the nation, your pwn conduct alarmed 

tfhem. Let the .pepple .fee that you are iwiljing the conftitution ihpuld t r ake its courfe* 

ithe conftitution t tp which they jiaye united ^their^happinefs, ;and you will fopn become tfye 

^bjeQ:,of> thanks. 

Tihe conduct *of the clergy in ir^any parts of the kingdorp, ^he pretexts they furnish 
jfor xoromotlQWS, ^^fip^d.^ fwife la^v to J?,e #^#ed agaiiift ,thpjfe #lbwber$ of the 

.peace. Let your majefty's :(an,§ipn ;be gi^ep tp ijt. .The : public tranq.ujll f ity ,^n<i^tfee fafety 
.*df ihe^clergy Mkit jt. jXf be ,jipt ^ijt jn rfprce, jthe 4epat'weijts jyflj he obliged 

ito -CubAiJ uj e &y ere ,n)e3&re&. *as <$hey . ;h^e ^niyer^Uy { do^e, ^d.^e-ppppik \yijl JCupj?ly its 



^place; by walejjce. 

[lihe arteqipts pf ,Qur,eneiWAS, >the.foro^ capital, ; the^j?t^me r dirquietut?e 

.arifing ifrpm thje .cp.ij.du^ pf your guard, ,a$d >vfyich the tqftiuxo.nies .of fati^factipn given. 
-to that body cpntamedi in ypy r prpcl^matipn , (a measure truly impolitic vmd 4 er fuch cir-« 
.cumftances) ^illikeep wp ; jhe fitu^itiqn of rJ^aris, -it;s proximity -to^the/frpn tiers, all coh- 

vtribute tOiihew t^e . neqeffity »f a campdp ics neig^bpurhpod. Xhis^afyiie, tljis wifdppi 
and .urgency of :>y;hich;are ajlp^gd : by thinkifig y rnen, ^ait3,pnly for. the .feix^ipp.of yp^ir 
majefty. Why fhould delay create an appearance } of jegrct^ph, the. par tVpf yp^urj^ajefty, 
when difpatch :w^ojild ;dkfer,ve igr^titu^de on pi^rs ? AIr^a4y v li^ve;thelipach^ the 
;ftaff.of She Pari Aan ;aattojQai r g:U.a^d? againft this ^eafuxe .ca^jr^.^ieii to Xufp.e^hat th$y 
vad .under ifuperipr iufljjenge. ; /already 5 ,?he .ck^iqurs i of, pertain >9H^ag^piis x d^go^es 
xaife -fufpicioo ; .-.akeady ^hetp^Uc opirupn^x^gfesithe^ntsp^ of l( ypur ,niajq(|y. 
.A .little more delay, ja^d ,;the ^li^ed people ; wijl imagine /they^^c^ve. . in ; %jr f Jung 

Accomplice .pf .cgnfpirat 

^arch iftridten.iwith tfclmdjjsfe, wiU $fiy. ,.^ypr lattgnd jtp ^nj .. councils ,pv|t f^h .ae 
.lead them .on tp mini? el im mms to i^eJ^n^age fif ; ti;.ujji J.s .. ^{jl.oqi .wejl.rec^i^ed^a 
'^courts : ,1 am Jikewife ifeofiWe, /thajc, >gs ih.er 3 vpice, ,is ^gty.wgr jieftd. there, ; : reyp|utions 

•becom e i neceflac^ Ab.Q v&d I, si. iam jbpunji ^to fpe^k ,tj5e, ^ru't h f tp'^pur , majeft^, ; ? npif ^nly 

as 1 a . citizen .^ubjeit sto fh.e ;Jaw?, rb«.t.^.i» fl&wfter |^>/ip^i^d? .^th.y^ur ^Qj^d^^'^or 
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a duty which I feel to be incumbent on me ! With the fame intentions, I fhall repeat 
my. obfervations to your majefty on the utility and neceflity of executing the law, which 
prefcribes that there fliould be a fecretary of council. The law fpeaks fo powerfully, that 
the execution of it fhould immediately follow. ; 

Jt is neceffary, for the fake of refponfible minifters, to ufe means- to eftablifh fedatenefs^ 

• wifdom, and caution, in the deliberations of council. Signed, — Roland. 

Slander, the common weapon of violent parties, had always followed the difmiflion of 
minifters, and Roland who belonged to no party, thought it his duty to fupercede the in- 
duftrious mifreprefentations of the court emiflaries, by laying - a copy of the letter before 
the affembly, by whom it was received with the livelieft praife, and ordered to be printed.^ 

The difmiflion of the minifter, which was the only alternative to the confirmation of the 
decrees, proved to be a meafure highly injurious to the court ; admiration centered on the 
grave and fagacious minifter, and odium on the court. Addreffes were now daily fent 
into the affembly, and of a very intemperate character; on the ninth of June the inha- 
bitants of the fuburb of St. Anroine, amounting to upward of twenty thoufand, armed 

.with pikes, and headed by Santerre a brewer, presented an addrefs on the fubje£t of the 
camp, and filed off through die affembly. 

At this, period, with good intentions but little wifdom, Lafayette addreffed a; Jong 
" letter to the affembly from his camp at Maubege* dated the fifteenth of June, in. which 
he draws a formidable, picture of the. dangerous ftate of the nation, from the condudl of 
internal and the efforts of external enemies ; heaccufed: the Jacobins of criminal defigns,. 
and attributes to them a confiderable portion of the public calamities j at the fame time he 
ddreffed a letter to the king, expreffive of fimilar fentiments. 
The fituations of the minifters now became too dangerous to be any longer definable* 
The politic Dumourrer wiihed to retrieve a portion of his loft popularity, and again 
attempted to court the, favour of the Jacobins* He made a pofitive demand of the 
king, either to fan&ion the decree for the camp near Paris-, or to accept his refignation. 
The king, however, remained ftedfaft to his purpofe, and the minifter refigned ; he 
was followed by the reft, and on thk eighteenth of June, general Chambon was ap- 
pointed minifter for foreign affairs, Lajard minifter of war, Montceil of the interior, and 
the finances was kept vacant. Dumourier, in a letter to the affembly requefted leave to 
repair to the army, and concluded by wifhing that the fate of Gouvion might fpeedily de* 

• monft rate his attachment to his country. 

. The agitation produced by the letter of Lafayette, and the determination of the populace 
of St. Antoine to prefent an addrefs to the king, demanding the fanftion of the decrees 5 
the threats thrown out in fome of the prints, that they would plant as the tree of liberty 
an, afpin in the garden of the Thuilleries, prepared the minds of the people for fome 
extraordinary occurrence. The meetings of the Jacobins and Cordeliers were fcenes of 
unufual turbulence; on the eighteenth of June the former declared their fittings perma- 

• ment, in order to watch with vigilance plots which they alleged were m train to overturn 
their: liberties ; ; they propofed that Lafayette fliould be Tent to Orleans as a traitor, and 
qth~ers wifhed him to be declared an enemy to France. ■ Without doors the fame fpirit of 
diibrder hourly encreafed ; and on the morning of the twentieth, Raederer procureur- 

; fyndicy iappeared at the' bar of the affembly and informed them, that contrary to the law& 
; there'exifted in the city and fuburbs a moft formidable affociation of armed men, who 

threatened to proceed to the Thuilleries' to prefent petitions to the king and the affembly* 



I 
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While the affembly was debating whether they fliould receive this deputation or not, 
an'immenfe multitude, led by St, Heruge and banterre, prefented themfelves before the 
hall ; by their own report they amounted to eight thoufand, but probably much exceeded 
that number. After a tumultuous debate they were admitted. Their orator indulged in 
a long and violent declamation againft the king and the whole conduct of the court, and 
when he had concluded the whole filed through the hall, the proceffion not being ended in 
lefs than two hours. 

In the mean time an immenfe crowd had colle&ed round the palace and garden of the 
Thuilleries. There was however a ftrong military guard in the palace, but the king would 
not permit force to be employed to repel them. At four o'clock the populace were com- 
puted at forty thoufand, and the gates of the Thuilleries were thrown open to them. At 
the moment of their entrance the royal family were at dinner, and on their attempting to 
force the door the king role to prevent the guards from ufing violence againft them, and . 
laid calmly, " I will go to them, I will prevent them from breaking the door." On the 
inftant that it opened, a pike which had been ihruft againft it to force it open, would 
have killed the king, but a chafleur turned the weapon afide with his hand. One* of 
the mob now advanced, and infifted upon the king's wearing the red cap, which was 
the enfign of the Jacobins ; and another prefeuted him a bottle, and defired him to 
drink the health of the nation. Some of the attendants offered to bring a glafs j but he- 
refufed the offer, and immediately drank out of the bottle. 

- The mayor of Paris at length arrived ; he exhorted the mob to preferve, moderation, 
and allured the king that he had nothing to fear — " The man," replied the monarch, 
" who has a clear confcience, fears nothing j" and, taking the hand of a grenadier 
who ftoo l by him, he applied it to his breaft, and faid, " There, friend, feel my hearr 
* whether it beats quicker than ufual." 

To the inceffant demands of the populace, the king replied, that it was his firm: 
intention to preferve the conftitution; and to the torrents of abufe, and the repeated 
threats againft his life, he anfwered in a pathetic tone — " Alas! if my life would fecure. 
the good of my country, how willingly would I offer it as a facrifice." 

The approach of night delivered the king from this dreadful perfecution ; the mayor 
•embraced the opportunity to perfuade the people to difperfe, and between eight and nine 
•o'clock the palace was cleared of thefe unwelcome intruders. 

During the whole of the tumult, the princefs Elizabeth continued clofe by the fide of 
her brother, as if fhe was born to be the viftim of her generous affe&ion, and to par- 
take in all his misfortunes. On the firft breaking in of the rabble, the queen fainted, 
and with her children, was accidently feparated and conveyed to the apartments of 
the king's phyfician. As foon as fhe recovered, in her deftradlion fhe attempted to 
penetrate to the king ; but was ftopped in her way thither, by the mob breaking into 
the council-chamber. Fortunately Lajard,. the minifter at war, and general WittinghofF 
had retired to the fame fpot; Lajard formed a kind of a rampart of the great council 
table, which he placed againft the door, with a double row of national-guards before 
it. Behind the table flood the queen with her children, the princefs de Lamballe, and 
•fome other ladies. In this fituation fhe remained the whole time, comdemned to hear the 

rmojft indecent reproaches, and the fouleft imprecations, from the meaneft and mofk 
graved of her fex. 



*pn,the 'firft nentraneje of the japwb 'into 4he palace, a -deputati^n iWfls :fent from the 
ijatioi^al affembly, swith ,<p:<taES tp Agent themfelv.es for ithe^prefervation of peace; and 

^uring.the cowrie of the tumult, ; this. deputation was renewed three times. 

The events .qf £he twentieth pf June .were a plain.prelude to the downfall of monarchy* 
aud men of reflejftipniforefaw many of thofe evils .which have rfince happened to this de- 

ypted cpuntry. ^ro.mthisiippme^t^ll irefpeft to authority, all .order ! and >fubordination 
ceafed 5 a momentary fhame indeed appeared at firft in the Parifians, and the dkeftory 
of the dep^rtuients, s^hich :was compofed of >fome of the moft refpe&able perfons ,in the 
Jdngdom, ;at the heatd ;of .which iwa.s Rochefqucault and Talleyrand, who determined 
to take every ft ep for .prevent! ng the repetition of :fimular outrages. The conduct of 
Betion on tiis pccafipn could not be viewed without fufpicion. One of the .ftrft fteps 
pf the jdepartpieiic therefore fWas ;to public a declaration, " That the events of tha 
twentieth cpiild .not hay.e .taken place, if the laws in 'being, and .particularly thofe 

relating to the public fotce, had been better known to the citizens, and better ohferved 

by the ^giftrates charged with the ■execution of them." ' To this declaration Petion 
^ublifhed a very voluminous anfwer, calling upon them to .commence a profecution<, 
<and protefting him innocent in general terms. The department next publilhed an 

^dyertifement to the .people of jParis, exhorting them to peace and fubordination, and 
intipiating that there ,exifted a fecret connexion between the .external and the internal 
foes of the public tranquillity. At the ;fame time a ipetitiomto the national affembly, 
epmpjaijaing ,in v#ry ftrong -terms of the zoutrages of the twentieth, was Signed by the 
moft refpedjable of the fiohfthitants > -and fever al addreffes -were received from different 
Apartments, ,to the fame ^ffe&. 

Ijhe violence of >fhe Ja.cQbins hasirifen to .the greateft height fmee 1 the. < twentieth, and 

Lafayette had been a conftant objeft of denunciation:; jthatgenerahtherefore conceived it 
rgxpe^nt to prefect ^hiujfejf ; at t&elbariof the.affembiy. \When he arrived .at his hotel fe- 
^r^itb?ttaUo^s ^of ihjs .iiatiooal^uards i waited .upon )him, a 'tree, of liberty ornamented 
oWi'tb ^nfigfts an t ^ (^fikftdes^was planted jbefc^e;hiSirioor,;aiid .every appearance :befpoke the 
public attachment 4 tp,a1p.ng efteemeditiend. Reappeared atithg/bar, and affigned^s/his 
er^fppipr GQn^iug:tPiP#r^, -tfeeJhameiand' indignation of the army at the recept .outrage^ 
'WhjQh lie^id ipiiit;biiyejeRcr^fedito anralarming:degree h^d.-he not- thought it his~duty to 
moderate their refentment ^gainft .the f anions, by . affuring diem<0hatlie. would appear 
alone b^fprei the^pxefe^ and dema&d in their \name, > that ;order, 

.cjbedi^A^ .^nd^efpeQ: tfof .t:he laws fbould be .reftored : ihe avowed his letter of tht fix- 
$eenth^ ^n£r§ated the igfiemblyrto fave \the country frommin, toy diffolving. the fa&ious 
clubs, ^ldiiQfli^ngi exemplary pjunifhment on the. promoters of the ilate>difgraGeful riots. 

. 3?he ar t dp^ir and ijit^epidjty wjhich -the whole .public life^of ;Lafavette>has difpkyed in* the 
>e£ufe ; pf ; civil Jj&erfcy feas riei>der&d even- the >en50Es ,of his .judgment ^n if© me degree^entitle^. 
^o# tender rggxgt;* itiie tpr.efeotri»ftanoe :his conduit -appears not to'have .been governed 
jeithe^ by >wi fdpgi or pjadfiiice, andutkou^i. itmay beiCalled^gal|antit muftbe^acl^nowleged 
ilhatjiip lensjuie^ v^jell juJKfied in .comparing hisr conduct to^thatjof tMpnk, though 

did ;jnpt $>r Q)lt Sp muqh >by ^p.erience as .thofe whom ihe jdenounned. x i Wis want of 
^Psjvlegis i^^th^idifppfitipns^of ;h^xountr i ynien is more remarkaMe\than3hisimMtrfking -the 

jchs^tei rfbe i-i*5iifc^B-^dil»fin-ce .ofihis army ito t th€ir .country ai&fl€&&rlke 

higheft credit on their virtue and left him much reafon to regret his raflbaefc* 
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- Indignation filled the Jacobins on bis arrival, his hatred of them only invigorated their 
refentments j the appellation of Cromwell and. Monk were re-echoed againft him from a * 
thoufand'preffes, and the popular -diflike proceeded fo far as to burn him in effigy. In 
the affembly he was violently attacked by Ifnard, Gaudet, and others and was defended . 
by Ramond. Finding however that no good was to be effe&ed In Paris, and learning that 
a-defign was -formed to put him in arreft, he left that city on the thirtieth and proceeded 
direftly to the army. 

That the officers of both armies felt a degree of refentment at tbe indignities offered 
the king is evident, from a letter of marefchal Luckner to the king, which was commu- 
nicated to the affembly on the twenty-ninth by the minifter of war. In that letter the 
marefchal declares his approbation of the condud of Lafayette, and fays, « The indig- 
« nation of the foldiers, fire, was terrible and fudden, and the army admire the courage 
" of their king." 

That a plan had been formed for the removal of the king from Paris appears beyond 
doubt, and the defign of the meafure was faid to have originated with Lafayette and his; 
friends, which conlifted of many of the moll diftinguifhed of the moderate party, of the . 
feveral affemblies, and of thofe who formerly compofed the club of the Feuillans, or 
f Fiends of the con/iitution> among whom was the venerable Rochefoucault, whofe opinions 
were decifively in favour of the republican form of government, but who deemed the 
French nation not Efficiently enlightened to render that form of government then fuitable 
for them ; that the opinions and intentions of this party were well known needs no other 
evidence than the letter of Roland, which emphatically warns againft the danger, of 
encouraging it. The intention of this party was to eftablifh a chamber of nobles ; but 
the members of the abolifhed nobility were not to be permitted to become members of 
it ; the new nobility was to be compofed of men fele£ted for their virtues and talents from 
the body of the nation. The court is faid to have adopted this plan only with a view te 
divide the nation. It tended only to divide thofe of the republicans who were moderate, 
and the nobles who were Tioient from the court ; and to ftrengthen and concentrate 
the force of the republicans- It procured for Lafayette the incurable "hatred of the whole 
ancient nobility, without exciting the gratitude of the court j and it accelerated the raif- 
fortunes into which he was now daily .more deeply finking. 

The Jacobins, although they retained their violence and a considerable degree oi 
authority with the unthinking, felt a fenfible decreafe of refpeftable opinion; and they 
were equally adverfe with the court to the propofed encampment, wrhich in the hands of 
the late republican minifters, whofe attachments and principles united them without con- 
cert to Briffot and a band of philofophical politicians ; narrowed their authority and would 
have overawed the populace of thefuburbs; they therefore rejoiced in the difmiffion of 
the authors and the >obftinacy of "the court. 

On the fame day, the minifter of juftice 'communicated a plan which the king pro- 
pofed as a Tubftitute for the two decrees which he had refufed to fanftion — With refpe& 
to the ; prote&ion of the capital, it was the prppofal of the king to levy forty-two new 
battalions, ' to be ftationed not at Paris, but between that city and the enemy, fo as to form 
a fecond line behind the army then on the frontiers , and as to the danger apprehended 
ifrom.the refrattory priefts, the minifter affured the affembly ? that it was the ftri£tln« 
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tendon. of the. king, to enforce the execution of the laws againft all difturbers of the 
public peace. 

The affembly perfifted however in their decree, and the federates, for that is the name 
-which was beftowed on thefe new levies, were invited by the Jacobins to repair to Paris 
without any lawful authority. On the firft of July, on the motion of Jean de Brie, 
it was declared by the atfembly, "'that the country was in danger/ 1 Several other resolu- 
tions were paffed, ordering all citizens, having been national -guards, fhould be on 
permanent .duty, and every officer at his poft. 

While thefe affairs were tranfa&ing in the metropolis, the armies of France had made 
fome progrefs in the Auftrian Netherlands. On the eighteenth of June Courtray fur- 
rendered after a fliort refinance to the arms of marefchal Luckner ; and about the fame 
period, Carle took pofTeffion of Ypres and the country adjacent. La. Fay ef te's army had 
alfo advanced and gained pofTeffion of St. Ghiflain and the key of Mops. Marefchal 
Luckner. foon afterwards entered- M,enin* • 

■ The triumph, of the French, however, was not of long duration. On the fixth of 
July, the king announced to the atfembly., that one enemy more was, added to the 
confederation againft French liberty— That the infidious conduct of the king of Pr.uffia 
had long indicated hoftile intentions, and that he was now in the aft of marching fifty- 
two thoiifand men to co-operate "with the king of Hungary. About the fame periods the 
affernbly received advices -from marefchal Luckner, fignifying, that the numbers of the 
enemy were fuch, that it was impoffible for him to proceed farther into the, territories 
of Auftria, without the rifk of. being cut off from a communication with>the army of 
Lafayette ; that the Pruffians and Auftrians wer$ proceeding agaipft him in two columns; 
that in confequence of thefe circumftahces he had. ordered his camp. to be. railed, and 



Washimfelf retiring towards Valenciennes, and Lafayette toward? Givet. A fubfequent 



difpatch announced the attual retreat of the^ armies,' and that in breaking up. the camp 
of Courtray, fome of the enemy having got polfeflion of the fuburbs, they had fired 
upon field marefchal Jarry, who, to prevent the repitition of fimilar outrages, had fet 
fire to the fuburbs and cpnfumecL feveral houfes. The conduft of Jarry was confidered 
as disgraceful and injurious to the. caufe of France, and he was, in confequence of it, 

difmiffed from his command. 

The motives which induced the vi&orious generals to: abandon thus haftily the Nether- 
lands, havfe been fince publicly- explained. Soon after the, appointment o£ .marefchal 
Luckner to" the northern army, it was generally under ftpod that, the plan and operations 
of the campaign were entirely . left to. the generjals themfelves : and yet it has fince 
appeared, and. was confirmed by Luckner, himfelf, that they^ retreated only by the ex- 
press orders, of the court ; and thusV it forms an article of charge agaijift the unfortunate 
irioriarth, not to be extenuated, aVitalnWft proves the : e'xiftjen the 
court, moft fatal to the liberties of, the.natipn. . 

' On the fifth of July, the king informed the afifeqibly of his intention to celebrate the 
approaching anniverfary of ■■ the confederation. . He expreflfed his hopes that, this feftivai 
would more ftrongiy cement, all good patriots in their country's caufe, and difappoint. 
the attempts of the fa&ious; On. the. following day the dire&qry. of the department of 
Paris, after a long; fitting, pronounced the fufpenfion,qf Petion from tjie office 4 < f mayor, 
and <of Manuel, the procureur of the commune. The federates about this period arrived 
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at. Paris In confiderable numbers, while every circumftance announced the agitation of 

the public mind. 

. The extreme points on which the two parties differed, were that of pure democracy 
on the one part, and the inftitution of an upper chamber, funilar to the Britifh houfe 
of peers, qn the other. Such an inftitution, as a remnant of ariftocracy, was regarded 
by the French with almoft as much abhorrence as abfolute monarchy itfelf ; while the 
eftablifhment of it was confidered as the great objeft with the court, as a preliminary 
ftep to the annihilation of liberty. The middle party was ftili numerous ; and it was 
judged that there were many who might fecretly incline either to the court or the republi- 
cans, who yet would be well difpofed to facrifice fomething of their prejudices to the pre- 
fervation of peace and order. On the feventh of July, at the moment when Briflbt 
afcended the tribune, to pronounce a difcourfe on the means of fecuring the ftate againft 
all its enemies, Lamourette the patriotic bifhop of Lyons, reqiiefted to be heard for a 
few minutes. After expatiating on the necefTity of union, and moft particularly among 
the members of the national affembly, he faid, " let us make a facrifice of our 
palfions and prejudices in the moft folemn manner, on the alrar of our country j let 
us give a great example to Europe, and infpire our enemies with terror ; there is nothing 
incompatible but vice and virtue : I move that the prefident put a queflion in thefe- 
" terms—Let all who hold in equal deteftationa republic and two clumbers, and who* 
wifh to maintain the conftitution as it is, rife !" 

The words were fcarcely pronounced, when the whole affembly, by an inftantaneous 
impulfe rofe from their feats ; the two parties advanced and embraced, each other, and 
declared their purpofe of adhering to the conftitution. A deputation, with the bifhop of 
Lyons at their .head was immediately appointed to convey the joyful intelligence to the 
king, and the adminiftrative bodies were charged to communicate it without lofs of time 
to the citizens. The bifhop on returning to the affembly, informed them of the fatisfa&ioa. 
which the king had teftified on being informed of what had paffed. He had however 

fcarcely .finifhed, when the approach of the king was announced ; he was received with 
loud applaufes y he was accompanied by his minifters, and placed himfelf without cere* 
mony by the fide of the prefident, and addreffed the affembly : 

" Gentlemen, — No fpe&acle can be more affe&ing to me than that general Te-uniori 
of opinion and fentiment which has now taken place. This re-union I have long defired 
at lafc my wifh is fulfilled ; the nation and the king form only one* The conftitution. 
will now become that point of union, around which all. Frenchmen will affemble, in, 
order to proteft it, and the king will always fet them the example^*' 
. To this the prefident replied:.— < u Sire,— this memorable epoch muft infpire with the 
greateft pleafure all the friends, of liberty. It is a dreadful epoch for its enemies— whence* 

forth the nation is invincible.. In vain- tyrants confpire againft liberty. 

* Both thefe fpeeches: were received with the loudeft applaufe. The king made forne^ 
efforts to anfwer, but was fo much affected that he could only fay, in a tone which indi-. 
cated the utmoft emotion, " The pleafure that I fell is delicious." He then retired," 
accompanied by a deputation^ and the affembly rofe, amidft the exclamations of: Vive la 
nation ! Vive la liberte ! : 

: Thus ended this memorable motion ; this well-meant but fruitlefs effort to reftore har-- 
mony and tranquillity. It is afferted to have been the fpontaneous aft of the bifhop oi? 
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Lyons, witnout any previous concert with any party whatever. The triumph: of the con- , 
ftitutionalifts was complete, and by moft of the ardent fpirits of both parties it was ap- 
proved of earneftly for the moment ; and it was calculated in every event to have a tem- 
porary good effeft ; it afforded an opportunity to all who were fond of peace to difengage> 
themfelves from the trammels of party, and to this we may in a confiderable degree attri- 
bute the delighful tranquillity and harmony of the feftival of the confederation, . 

Had the court afted with confident candor^ had it even afted with common prudence, and 
the combined powers been governed by honefty, juftice, or even a refpeft for the ordinary 
forms and maxims of civilized war, the diffentions which had fo unhappily diftra&ed 
France might have terminated here. But unfortunately for the peace of the nation, and 
the monarch, the authority of his private counfels and the difpofition of his profeffed 
friends in arms, were too firmly fixed, to be fwayed by collateral confiderations. 

The reconciliation of the feventh of July was confidered by many as in fome meafure 
intended as a compromife of the parties, relative to the affair of Petion and Manuel ; 
and indeed the king, the very fame evening, wrote to the affembly, intimating, that 
though to decide on their fate was a part of his conftitutional prerogative, yet as the 
matter perfonally concerned him, he chofe rather to refer it to the determination of the 
affembly. By his own party he was much blamed for this facrifice of his prerogative, 
but the aflion correfponded well with his love of peace ; and he was doubtlefs wrought' 
upon by the fcene in which he had been fo lately called upon to aft ; the fame 
■ evening the king announced .that he had appointed De Joly to the home department. 

Notwithftanding the favourable appearances of the feventh, new events arofe to create 
fufpicions and it was foon found that the executive power, had once more entirely loft the 
confidence of the king ; and the clamour was fo great in the affembly, that all the 
minifters fo lately appointed, except De Joly, refigned on the tenth. 

Addreffes from different parts of the kingdom crowded into the affembly. in favour of 
the mayor and Manuel ; and the affembly, after fome debate, pronounced them guiltlefs. ■ 
-Dehau conjured the legiflative body to aft with more dignity and deliberation. He 
painted in ftrong colours the difgraceful outrages which were afted in the Thuilleries on 
the twentieth of June. He accufed Petion of encouraging fedition, and of a want of. 

reipeft for the hereditary reprefentative of the nation. 

During the .firft weeks of July, the federates arrived in Paris in fmall companies* . 
They were courted by both parties, but moft affuluoufly by the Jacobins. The number 
of the federates prefent, however, on the fourteenth of July, is faid not to have ex- 
ceeded fifteen hundred. That day, as we have previoufly intimated, paffed in tranquillity^ 
and the confederation was celebrated, with the ufual magnificence. The concourfe of 
people affembled has been ftated at four hundred thoufand. The national affembly met 
at nine o'clock, and proceeded to lay the firft ftone of the column of liberty, to be. 
erected on the ruins of the Baftile. Before this ceremony was concluded, the king 
arrived, preceded by a numerous detachment of horfe, a party of the iroops of the 
line, five hundred national volunteers, and the Swifs guards. He was accompanied 
by the queen, madame Elizabeth, the prince and princefs royal. The fix minifters wal- 

ked* by the fide of the king's coach. 

A palm tree overihadowed the altar of liberty, and neat it a pyramidal monument 

was eretted to the memory of thole who had expired on the frontiers, in the defence 
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<>£ thdr-/ county Between: the altar-aTid the Seine Japoptar waSi f.jftantedfy h^£::witlt 
efcutheons^ and other remnants, pf heraldic >f<?liy$. ; which; was', fet on fire r by: the; jftrieft 
who performed niafs at the grand altar, hi; aljrufion .to (the deftr.ufifion of the; feudal 



fyflem. 

Though, the king was in general well received 1 , the day did not pafsi without fbiae 
degree of fortification to him, Sevefal of the populace, armed with pikes, repeatedly 
ihouted* Vive Pefion ! Vweftt les.Jacofrihs,: 4. has, k department, a. bar ie-veto* Avzfoout 
fix o'clock the , king and-. the national; affsmbly renewed their oathr to be faithful .to the 
conftitution, and the royal family immediately afterwards returned fo the Thuiiieries* 
The federates; ok. thi$ oeeafion behaved, with touch oxlder and! loyalty ; r they appeared 



to join cordially in the Ihowts of Vhe $e roii and fome are eveofaid to have tfeftified by 
their acclamations tjheir dUapprobationiof the. faaions;./ 

Qp§ of the moft ferioi^s evils whiqh the goy^nmezitlat this crifis experienced^ was the 
frequent change of minifter^ ,i afld it is a h&i alrifaft: iiiirparatteled in the amiais of' any 
other nacion, that .France ;had witr^efled np;fewer than,twenty>fix minifters mbve acrafs 
the ftage of public affairs in rapid fucceffion, in the fhort fpace of fix irionths:. . A few 
days after the confederatiofli, $ tfe\fc adminiftratipr* wafc 'ariinottneed* wbach confifted of 
De Joly as minifter of juftke; St* (>oix for foreign affairs, Duboucage for the naary* 
d'Abancourt minifter of war, Ghampioii for the - home department, and Leroulx de la 
¥ille ; for, tl^at pf finance. 



This: change appeared calculated ; t<> iftci^afe the difficulties^ rrather than to heal them; 
the ^mifters were all of at leaft^ a, doubtf $J difpcifitk)nr:toward.^je freedoatof theifxduiLtry, 
and fome were k&pwn tp beadv.^rfe to the moft prevailing politics and it was jiot 
the jeaft fingular pf all the ap^oinungntsrat a? perish fo critical, whettthe enemy? were 
advancing in all points on the .country,that;A^anqouTt^the nephewaiid ptipiLcxf Gdlonae, 

ihould be placed at the head of the war department* 

In : cpnfequenc?«af the decree of the H:atiqn[ai A^mfely,* Jthat the country was in! danger, 
the king, qq the twentieth of July, publi{he,d a proclamation-, in which he fays, -^ Re- 
member, that . this is no longer the period for difcufions arid difcourfes ^ it isthat fbi: 
. brilUant anions. . All Europe is leagued to cotxibat yoii ^ re-unite yourfeLves to;oppolethe 
compaft— It is at the barriers of the empire you muft oppofe fteei to ftedl ;^You^ m 
fuperiority to them, have your o k wa great i&teyeft to defdatt,; ancHtlie paifio;!*, of: .liberty r 
which raifes man a>bQve^imfetf, a$id changes him into, die hero^ Fly to your camps>- 
^whett the ftate is in danger .every citizen is r::a ;fpldier; Ail France will* ho doubttbe 
covered with battallionrS. 



Adminiftrations, magiftrates, warriors, citizens, here: is i&e period to exitinguiSiin 
one fraternal fqntimeiit, the hatreds which weaken arid. diviide us. Hei-e is the epoch to 
confirm our liberty for ever, by confirming the empire of our laws,, without which, there 
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.q an be only diforder, and: ,a tyrannp,us ana-rchy, a thoufand ;tiaiefe r worfe ihaa cruel 




It is the king who calk yaus ; a,kmg.!piroiud to .command a braisepeopley whoiconjiiiies 
. you in th,e name of the liberty, which, hei and tfee equality^ ?which ibe ; like; youv ?is • 
.refolved tc- : muntaib^,- rally under the, coJoiats of the: couatry:;. to' affift him in igiving 
-force; to the ;law againft rebels wfthm and[ without ; to ikear with- him r to couquer . br 
.^letlePf the -rights Ipfj ^e ^ife>a> Sfti&firy,' yo»tfeikei5,io ithe: iufes/ofbthe empiae^ rather 
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than fuffer that it fliall b& outraged ; — than foreigners or rebels fhall give laws to France ; 
and rather than to wound by a difgraceful capitulation the honour of the French name.* 5 " 
. Whatever ^effefts this proclamation might have had to excite the people to oppofe 
the invaders of their country, it did not lull them into fecurity and confidence ref- 
pefting 'what was deemed the machinations of the cabinet of the Thuiireries, which, 
they infiftedy • was aiding in concert with thofe of Coblentz and Vienna; thefe fiifpicions 
were: expreffed by the Mountain in the affembly. An addrefs was reported by Gaudet 
from 'the commiffion of twelve, expreffive of thefe jealoufies, oh account of various 
inftarices in which the king fhewed his refpeci for the emigrants ; in his choofing fufpe&ed 
minifters ; and while the people feemed divided,; he did nothing to re-unite them. Th is 
was to be prefented to the king; but Briffot ' thought meafures preparatory would 
be better, obferving that precipitation would alienate a great part of the nation,* efpecially 
charges not : lufficien'tly * proved- to: carry conviction. He therefore moved that' the 
extraordinary: tom'niiffionr colteft all the -proofs of the king's having incurred ttiS pen- 
alty; of forfeiture* This motion" was adopted^ in preference tt) the other arid the com- 
milfion inftrufted' to report.' . ' ■ . : t : : 

* On' the- tw:nty-f.c3nd of July, agr jeable to a decree of the national affembly, the 
proclamation was made in all the fe&ions of Paris, that the country was r 3n danger.-* 
Three guns were fired from Pont Neuf - every hour, from fix'in the morning; till night,. 

Pifturefque fcaffolds, reprefenting fortifications, were erected in different parts of the 
citv 1 ; >°n each:of ;-them a tent was ^re£ted decorated with the national colours, in 
which fat the officers appointed to regifter the new levies for the frontiers, and the 
<camp to be eftabliflied at Soiffons. The proclamation v/as made in a* fotemn manner 
by* the municipal officers on horefeback ; and the whole ceremony had fuch an effeft 
on the minds of the populace, that in a few days feveral thoufands had enrolled 
themfelves* 

• In the mean time the federates arrived from all parts in confiderabl'e bodies ,; thofe 

from the fouthern provinces were the moft fierce, both in conduct and appearance ; and 

from the circumftance of - the majority of them coming from the neighbourhood of Mar- 
•feilles, the appellation of Marfeillois had been indifcrimininately applied to this defcrip- 

Hon of volunteers^ From the firft moment of their arrival they manifefted a turbulent 

difpofition ; and D'Efpremenil, who had diftinguifhed himfelfin the parliament of Paris as* 
-the advocate of the people, and in ' the conftituent affembly as the champion of the 

throne, fell under their anger on the terrace of the Feuillaris, but was refcued from death 
/by the intervention of a member of the affembly and fome grenadiers of the nationafcguardSp. 

after he had received feveral wounds. 

: i: The Jacobins had occupied much debate on the treafon of La&yette, and' innumerable 
inflammatory addreffes.were prefented to the affembly againft him ; a principal objeft of 
complaint was his having quitted the army without leave ; and it was moved that the mi- 
nifter of war fhould be interrogated, whether Lafayette had received an order authorifmg 
his journey toPari&on the twenty-eighth of June* but the motion was rejetted. Oh the 
: Itwenty-firfl of -July, Lafource pledged himfelf to the affembly^ that Lafayette had pro- 
pbfed toLuckher by means of Bureaux de Pufy, to lead his army againft the capital ; and 
Briffot, Gaudet^ iGerifonne, Lamarque, and Herault were appealed to, and demand made 

.that Luckner and Pufy fliould be fummoned. * Dumolard defended the general. But the 
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' marefchal Luckner being queftioned on the fubjeft, he anfwered, " I do not deny it ; 
' *• it was Bureaux de Pufy who propofed it to me ; he who has been 1 think, three time: 

- " prefident of the national aflembly : I replied to hitu, I fhall never lead the army I 

- " command butagainfl our external enemies ; Lafayette is at liberty to do what he plea- 
" fes, but if he-marches to Paris, I will march after and drub him. Pufy t then faid, but 

* " the king is in danger 1 Thus much he faid to me, and they made me other propofals 
" more horrible." 

Expreffions fo pointed, attefted by members of acknowleged probity, could not but be 
; deemed ferious ; on the twenty-ninth of July, Bureaux de Pufy produced at the bar copies 
■ of the letters carried to Luckner, with the anfwers ; from thefe it appeared that Lafayette 

• had intimated his intention of proceeding alone to Paris. 

•On the following day a letter was received from Lafayette dated at Longwi, July, 
twenty-fixth, fourth year of liberty, in which he fays. h 

" The minifter for the home department has fignifiedto me an aft of the legiflatke 

body of July twenty-fir ft, and the information which fix of its members have 
figned. 

" If I were queftioned refpe&ing my principles, I fhould fay, that a conftant pro- 
" claimer and defender of the -rights of man, and the fovereignty of the people, 
cc I have every where and always refitted authorities which liberty difavowed, and. which. 
" the national . will had not delegated ; and that I have every where aod always 
<c obeyed thofe of which a free conftitution had determined the forms and the limits'. 

" But 1 am queftioned refpe&ing a fa& — Did I propofe to marefchal Luckner to- 
" march to Paris with our armies ? To which I anfwer in, four words — 7/ is not true. 

" Lafayette." 

The letter of marefchal Luckner himfelf was no lefs decifive againfi the teftimony of 



tC 



the fix members of the aflembly. 



propofal 



made to him for marching to Paris, and lamented that any fuch,conftruction fhould be 
put upon aconverfation, which it was evident thefe gentlemen muft. have mifunderftood. 
:The decifion upon the charges, therefore, was deferred- to the eighth, of Auguft, when a 

'long and tumultuous debate took place. ; Jean de Brie made the. report, which concluded, 
with propofing a decree of accufation ; which was oppofed by Vaublanc,. and upon.a.df- 
vifion the propofition of acqufation was rejected, by four hundred, and fix, voices againft 
two hundred and twenty-four. 

This decifion proved, and feveral others, that however influential", the fpirit of party 
in the metropolis,, the aflembly was not deftituteof moderation in its proceedings. The 
effetl of this decifion, however, was a greater degree of refentment againft Lafayette out; 
of doors; and the reftoration of Petion* was a.counter.-triumph to the popular party, and. 
the fignal for the refignation of the Paris direftory. 

The. diftra&ion and alarm in. Paris became every day more extreme ; numbers of. flran?- 

gers appeared in all public places, and the condnft of thofe who were attached to the 
court in the arrangement of their perfonal concerns, befpoke either their apprehenfions or 
their defigns ; thefe circumftances did not efcape the obfervation of the clubs, nor of thofe, 

who were fo entirely detached from all political attachments, as to be indifferent tathe 
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prevalence of either, provided their Own property and perfons were fee we * this defcription 
of perfons is very numerous in all countries, arid are in times of peril the moil danger- 
ous, fince their paffions exclude every confideration but that of felf-love, m$ render theni 
the obfequious tools of the moil powerful ; the banks, the houfes of trade, and all the 
haunts of diilipation, gambling, and idlenefs, appeared particularly affe&ed by the ftate 
of alarm which fpread through all ranks and conditions, without any common agree 
on the caufe. No difpofition of the mind is more contagious than fear, and exclufive of 
thediftrelfes which agitated the people of Paris, from the ftagriation of bufinefs and the 
re-a&ion of fufpicion on the people from the court, the long menacirig.appearance of the 
hoftile powers had now grown into the moft formidable objeft of immediate terror* 

An infulting and fanguinary manifefto, iffued at Coblentz on the twenty-fifih of July, 
by the duke of Brunfwick, reached Paris ; the emperor and the king of Prirffia in their 
joint proclamation had afferted, that " the king was not fincere in accepting the conftitu- 
tion this manifefto infinuated the fame thing ; unfortunately the public ineafures and 



■ m 

the king toqueftion the affertion. 



court rendered it neeeffary to be very partial to 



The unfortunate Lewis was placed in circumftances the moft difficult by thiscoriduQ: of 
the general of the combined armies, and in prefenting a copy of it to the affembly, inftead 
of repelling the imputation of perjury, queftioned the authenticity of the manifefto itfelf. 
The king's letter abounded with patriotic proteflions, but the difingenuity of this affefted 
doubt produced fuch an effect on the affembly, that a motion made for printing it was re- 



larg 



tic 



afferted 



Thisfatal manifefto accompli (lied the total overthrow of the French monarchy onthe 
ft of Auguft it was read by the prefident, and excited a glow of general indignation ; 
it merits the record of hiftory, becaufe it affords the moft lively warning to the friends of 



the human race and of civil liberty, because it 



black implacability 



fupporters to perpetual 
Declaration of the reigning duke -of Brunfwick Lunenburgh, commander 
>ihed armies of the emperor and the kine of Pruffia, to the inhabitants of I 



ommand of the combined armies, affembled tin 



Pruffia, having entrufted me with the 
the frontiers of France, 1 think it my 
>f the motives 1 which have influenced 
the 'gob dud of the two fovereigns, and of the principles by which they are gjuicLed,. 

c< After arbitrarily fuppreffing the rights, and invading the poffeffions of the German 
princes in Alface and Lorrain after having difturbed and overthrown in the interior 
part of the kingdom all order arid lawful government; after having been guilty of the 
moft daring attacks, and having had recourfe to the moft violent rneafures, which are 
ft ill daily 'renewed againft the facred -perfon of the king, and againft his auguft family; 
and thofe who have feized on the reins of government have at length filled the meafure 
of their .guilt by declaring an unjuft war againft his niajefty the emperor, and by invading 
his provinces of the Low Countries. Some of the poffeffions belonging to the German 



ermffaries 



equally expofed 

• by yielding, to the imperious threats of th^d<rtnineering party 1 and 



I 



x 7.92.3 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. z S $ 

' cc His rnajefty, the king of Pruffia, united with his imperial rnajefty in the bands of 
the ftrifteft defenfive alliance, and as a predominant member himfelf of the Germanic 
body, could not refufe marching to the affiftanceof his ally and of his co-eftates. It is 
in thefe double relations, that he undertakes the defence of that monarch and of Germany. 
To thefe high interefts another important objeft is added, which both the fovereigns have 
mo ft cordially in view ; which is, to put an end to that anarchy v/hich prevails in the in- 
terior parts of France, to put a flop to the attacks made on the throne and the altar, to 
reftore the king to his legitimate power, to liberty, and to fafety, of which he is now 
deprived ; and to place him in fuch a fituation, that he may exercife that legitimate autho- 
rity to which he is entitled. 

" Convinced that the fober part of the nation deteft the exceffes of a faftion which has 
cnflaved them, and that the majority of the inhabitants w.ait with impatience the moment 
when fuccours (hall arrive, to declare themfelves openly againft the odious enterprizes of 
their oppreflbrs ; his majefty the emperor and his majefty the king of Pruffia, earneftly 
invite them to return without delay into the paths of reafon and of jufiice, of order and of 
peace. It is with this view that I the underwritten, general commandant in chief of the 

two armies, do declare: 

u ift, That, drawn into the prcfent war by irrefiftible circumftances, the two allied 
courts have no other object .in view than the welfare of France, without any pretence to 
enrich- themfelves by making conquefts. 

u sdiy, That .they do not mean to meddle with the internal government of France, but 
that they limply intend to deliver the king, the queen, and the royal family from their 
captivity ; -andro^enfure to his molt chriftian majeity that fafety which is necefiary for his 
making", without danger and without obftacles, fuch convocations as he (hall judge pro- 
per, and for endeavoring to enfure the welfare of hisfubjects, according to his promifes, 
and to the utmoft of his power. 

3dly, That the combined armies (hail proteft the towns, burgs, and villages, as 
well as the perfons and property of all thofe who Avail fubxnit to the king : and that they 
will concur in the immediate reiioration of order and police throughout all France. 

" athly, That the national-guards are called upon to preferve, provifionally, tranquil- 
lity in towns and in the country ; to provide for the perfonal fafety and property of ail 
Frenchmen until the arrival of the troops belonging to their imperial and royal majeflies, 
or until orders be given to the contrary, on pain of being perfonally refponfible.: that on 
the contrarv, fuch national-guards as (hall fight againft the troops of the two allied courts, 
and who fhall be taken up with arms in their hands, lhail be treated as enemies, andpu- 
nithed as rebels to their king, and as difturbers of the public peace. 

• ^ 5thly, That the general officers, the fubalterns, and foldiers of the regular French 
troops, are equally called upon to jeturn to their former allegiance, and to fubmit imme- 
diately to the king, their -legitimate ibvereign. 

" 6thly, That the members >of departments, diflri&s, and" municipalities, fhall 
equally refponfible on pain of lofing their heads and eftates, for all the conflagrations, 
for all the murders, and for all the pillage which they {hall fuffer to take place,' arid 
which they fhall not have, in a public manner, attempted to prevent within their 
*efpe&ive territories.; that they fhall alfo be obliged to continue their fundions, until 

• r ¥ol IV. 2 Q • . i 
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hisirioft chriftian majefty, when fet at full liberty, fhall make far the r arrangements, or 
until further orders be given, in his name. 

7thly, That the inhabitants of towns, burgs, and villages, who fhall dare to defend 
themfelves againft the troops of their imperial and royal majefties, and to fire upon 
them ; , even in the open country, or through half open doors, or windows of their- houfe^ 
fhall be puniftied inftahtly, according to the rigorous rules of war, or their houles fhall 
be demoli/hed or burned.. On the.. contrary* all the inhabitants of the faid towns, 
burgs, and villages, who (hall readily fubmit to their king, by opening their gates to 
the Dioops belonging to their majefties, fhall be immediately under their fafeguard and 
prote&ionj and their eftates, their property, and their perfons, {hall be fecured by the 
laws, and each arid all of them fhall be in full fafety/ 

^ Sthly, The city of Paris and all its inhabitants, without diftin&ion, fhall be. : called 

upon to. lubmxi inftantly and without delay to the king, to fet that prince at full liberty, 
and to enfure to his ami to all. royal perfons that inviolability and refgecl which are due,, by 
the laws of nature and of nations, to forereigns ; their impemaf and royal majefties,, 
making perfonaily refponfible for all events, on pain of lofing their heads* piirfuant ta 
military trials, without hopes of pardon, all the members of the: national aflembly,. of 
the department,, of the diftrift, of the municipality, and of the national- guards of Paris, 
jujHce.sof the peace,, and others whom it may concern: and their imperial and royal 
majefties farther declare, on their faith and word of emperor and king, that if the 
pala.ce of the ThuiDeries be forced or infiilted, if the leaft violence be offered,, the kail 
outrage* done to: their majefties, the king,. q,ueen, and the royal family, if they be not 
immediately placed in fafety: and fet at liberty, they will infli£fc on thofe who Chall deferve 



it, the rnoft exemplary and eveMnemorable avenging punifhments, by giving up the. city 
of Paris to military execution,, and expofing it to- total defbu&ion ; and the rebels who 
fhall be guilty of illegal refiftance, fhall fuffer the punifhments which they {hall-have ide- 
ferved- Their imperial: and royal majefties. promife, on the contrary, to all the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Paris, to. employ their good offices with his moll chriftian. majefty, 
to obtain, for them a, pardon: for their infults and errors, and to adopt the rnoft vigorous; 

meafures. for the fecurity of their perfons and property, provided they fpeedily and ftri&ly 

conform, to- the above injunctions^ 

" Finally, their- majefties not being at liberty to acknowlege any other law& in France 

except thofe which fhall. be derived from the king, proteft beforehand againft the. authen- 
ticity of all kinds, of declarations, which may be iflued in the name of the king, fo long, 
as hi^facred perfon, and that of the q.ueen, the princes^ and of the whole royal family, 
lhall not be in full fafety. v and with this view their imperial and royal majefties. invite and 
entreat his. rnoft: chriftian majefty to name a town, in, his kingdom, neareft to the frontiers, 
. to~which.he would wiftt to-, remove, together with the queen and the. royal family, under 
a ftrong and fafe efcort, which fhall be fent for that purpofe fo^that his rnoft chriftian 
majefty mayiin perfeflj fafety. fend for- fuch minifters and' counfellors as . he. fhall be.pleafed 
to name, order fuch convocations as be- fhall think proper, and- provide for the reftoratioft 
of order and the regular adminiftratioii: of his kingdom.. 

• In. fine, I declare and promife in my own individual name-, and in my above quality* 
to^ caufe ta Wobferved, every where,, by the troops under my comnjand, good and ftriffc 

difcipline, promifing to treat with mildnefs; and moderation, thofe well difpofed fubje&s 
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who (hall fubmit peaceably and quietly, and to employ force againfl thofe only who fhall* 
be guilty of refiftance- or of manifeft evil intentions. 

" I therefore call upon and expect all the inhabitants of the kingdom, in the mod 
earneft and forcible manner, not to make any qppofition to the troops under my com- 
mand, but rather to fuffer them every where to enter the kingdom freely, and to afford- 
them all the afliftance, and (hew them all the benevolence which circumftances may. 
require. Given at general quarters at Cobientz, the twenty -fifth July, 1792. 

Signed — u Charles Guiilaume Ferdinand, due de Brunfwick Lunenburgh." 
It is impoffible to combine with fuch an expofition of fanguinary and atrocious defigns one 
idea of a generous or juft intention, either towards France or its del uded monarch : that 
Lewis was not ignorant of the combination, a recurrence to the principles of the plot of 
Breteuil, communicated to him by count Dufort, will place beyond doubt ; the principles 
and plans therein laid down are clearly developed in this manifefto ; that the deluded mo- 
narch might not himfelf be difpofed to fuch fanguinary threats, benevolence will believe; 
that he was perfuaded that the threatened cruelties and defolation would not be realized, 
charity will conceive j but while fuch threats of mighty violence hovered over the alarmed 
nation, we no longer wonder that the prefence of affliction and the approach of greater 
ruin, fliould x roufe the people and drive them to defpair, and that the apparent and. 
declared caufe of their danger fliould become the firft objeft of their refentment. 
• The republican party thus acquired new acceffionsof vigour and of authority; and on 
the third of Auguft the fatal die was caft, whenPetion, at the head of the fe&ions of 
Paris, appeared at the bar of the affembly to demand the depofition of the king. The 
propofal was refilled for fome time, but it was followed by others of the fame nature 
On the fixth and feventh, A petition lay on the altar of the Champ de Mars, and was 
prefented by a countlefs multitude on the fixth, who were preceded by a pike crowned 
with the red cap, with an infeription upon it, c * the depofition of the king." 

In compliance with thefe repeated requifitions, the affembly at length determined 
to come to a decifion on this difficult and dangerous fubjeft, and the fatal tenth of 
Auguft was appointed for the difcufiion. A number of the affembly, however, had 

exhibited fome proofs- of caution and temperance which did not coincide with the 
impetuofity of the Jacobins, and the urgency of their caufe. The recruiting for the 
armies was carrying on ; the federates had been derained on various pretences in the 
metropolis ; the paffions of the people were much inflamed. 

No alternative now appeared but flight or to repel force by force ; preparations were 
fliade for both ; the Thuilleries was put in a ftate of defence. The dreadful Rubicon 
was now pafled, and no hope of the return of harmony or peace remained. A 
foiemn gloom overfpread the palace. Loyalty and friendfhip were now put to the 
fevered tdt * the approach of the duke of Brunfwick was looked upon with terror 
by he people and with hope by the court; and the queftion was not, who will con- 
quer, but who will die in the defence of the king or the liberties of his country. 
Amid ft his accumulated misfortunes, a fmall and firm band retained their attachment 
to the king, and upon different motives devoted themfelves to his defence. Among 
thefe might be counted fome of the remnants of the ancient ariftocracy, who made 

this laft facrifice to. their principles, and whofe errors, when united with luch difin- 
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terefted virtue, became refpe&able. Some had been among the moft forward of 
thofe who united in the firlt efforts to meliorate the condition of their countrymen, 
but equally remote from anarchy and defpotifm, now dreaded the evils which im- 
pended on a total alteration of government; fome were the perfonal friends of the 
fallen majefty of France; fome from gratitude, fome from prejudice; fome pregnant 
perhaps with improbable hopes, and fome in che phrenzy of defpair, crowded round 
the tottering ftandard of royalty; by this phalanx the king was obliged to ftand if 
' he could not fecure a retreat with his family. 

Among thefe were the Swifs guards, thofe unhappy men ignorant but brave, whom 

the bafe and mercenary policy of a country, reputed free, fuifers to be tranformed into 
the inftruments of defpotifm and the fervile fupporters of regal wickednefs and pomp ; by 
repeated decrees of the aflembly, this body of troops had been confiderably reduced, 
and even on the feventh of Aiiguft the king had been obliged to difmifs three hundred 
of them. The departure of the whole had been decreed, but the king with that incon- 
fiftent and fatal duplicity which appeared at trails to breathe the pureft attachment to the 
laws and yet betrayed by his reluttant compliance with them the pain they gave him, had 
upon various pleas, and among others that the arrangement of the aflembly was contrary 
to the. treaty with the Helvetic body, left the decree unexecuted. The number of the 
Swifs that remained previous to the tenth of Auguft, was about feven hundred ; on thefe 
the court placed the ftrongeft reliance. 

A number of gentlemen, aflembled from different parts of the country amounting to 
upwards of a thoufand had been formed into a corps, upon whofe gallantry great depen- 
dance was placed; but as all thefe were not deemed adequate, Mandat commander of 
the national-guard joined thereto feled detachments amounting to about three thoufand 
men, and to thefe were added the horfe gendarmerie amounting to about a thoufand more ; 
the whole including artillery amounting to upwards of feven thoufand men. Mandat, 
conceiving himfelf performing an agreeable and ufeful fervice to the monarch, had waited 
on the mayor, and reprefenting the apprehenfions of the court fignified alfo the unufual 
force colie&ed in the palace, and obtained from him a written order to repel any attack. 
No appearance in Paris on the morning, of the ninth indicated more than the ordinary de- 
clamatory hoftility againft the .court, but the military preparation carrying on there, the 
buftle and the number of cannon fpread a lively fentiment of alarm through the capital ; 
the application to the mayor had alfo been noifed abroad, and at length. reached the clubs 
and the aflembly, where the mod tumultuous debates took place. 

. The aflembly had manifefted a defire to proceed with folemn deliberation in the dif- 
cufiion defigned for the tenth, and the moderation which it had difplayed on the charges 
againft Lafayette was a very fafe criterion to govern the moderation of the royal party ; 
but they faw no objedts befide thofe of danger, and the very precautions for fecurity ac- 
celerated their deftruction. The people were no lefs anxious on the fubjetl to be difcufled, 
and their impatience became violent when they were informed. of the hoftile appearances 
at the Thuilleries ; numbers crowded thither and fatisfied thernfelves of the truth; the 
avenues leading to the afTembly were thronged, and Vaublanc. and fome other members 
attached to royalty, complained that they had been ill-treated and menaced on their way 
to the hall. The mayor was called to the bar, and after dating .the various caufes of the 
public apprehenfion, affured the aflembly that fuch was the diforder, he could not with 
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the means he poflefled infure the public tranquillity ; that the people alarmed at the force 
affembled in the Thuilleries, threatened to ring the alarm bell, attack the palace, and to 
avenge themfelves on the authors of their diftreffes. 

The factious, thofe wretches of which every country produces fome, and in France where 

defpotifm and grinding taxes had rendered them numerous, were now aftive to ftir tip 
that diforder in which the bafer paffions mo ft frequently triumph ; the popular voice re- 
founded with the danger threatened by the military at the palace, and rumour aided by 
fear and credulity, had magnified their number and imputed their defign to mafiacre the 
people and deftroy the city of Paris. At the Thuilleries all became confirmation and 
diimay, but fome {hew of order was preferved. About eleven o'clock at night the mayor 
was fent for, and he repaired to the palace, where he remaind till fome hours after mid- 
night* At twelve o'clock the awful alarm-bell was heard, and was anfwered from the 
feveral feftions ; the drums foon after beat to arms, and the ftillnefs of the night and the 
dumb hafte of the people flying from different quarters prefented a fcene of portentous 
horror. In this moment of confufion the mayor was not to be found, the municipality 
were abfent, and no means appeared to ftem the diforder ; a fe w perfons from each of 
the fettions accidentally and promifcuoufly affembled chofe from the perfons prefent a new- 
municipality, to the exclufion of thofe who were abfent, Danton, Manuel, and Petion. 
only excepted. One of their fir ft meafures was to fend for the commander of the national- 
guard ; Mandat was at that time occupied in affigning to the troops their feveral ftations* 
and hefitated fome timebefore he obeyed the order ; a new meflage more preffing arrived., 
and Rsederer procureur-fyndic with two other municipal officers prevailed on him to obey 
the.corifiituted authorities; he left the palace about four o'clock, and proceeded to the 
,to.u r n-houfe attended by a Tingle aid-de-camp. 

"The aflembly, which fat all night, about two o'clock in the morning had received in- 
formation that "Petion was detained againfl his will in the palace; the prefident thought 
proper to difpatch a meffenger for him thither, and he foon after appeared. He arrived 

!at th 

the municipality compofedof different perfons from thofe "he expe&ed 
gated upon the defign of the armament, and ordered prifoner to the Abbaye ; but as he 
defcended the ftairs, one of the jpopulace drew a piftol and fliot him through the head. 
Santerre was appointed to the command a few days after. 

The king had not clofed his eyes the whole of this eventful night ; indeed the children 
were the only part of the royal family who retired to reft. At Fix o'clock on the morning 
of the tenth it was thought expedient that the king fhould review the troops* He ac- - 
cordingly proceeded through the yards of the palace, and was received with loud accla- 
mations by the Swifs, which was echoed by .the greater part of the nati. nal-guards. The 

artillery however, and the .battalion of the fedtion of .Croix Rouge, fhouted vive la 
nation ! others .vive Petion.! The king has been faid to have much diigufted the national' 
guards on this occafion, by the marked attention which he paid the Swifs ; and the artil- 
lery,, who had from the firft evinced an extraordinary zeal for freedom, are faid to have 
warned, the Swifs againfl any violence to. the people. 
As the national-guards were deprived .of their commander, and confequently at that , 

moment were governed by no effe&ive . authority, the example of the artillery foon 



e municipality before Mandat, who on hi? entrance expreffed fome furprifeat finding 
luriicinaHtv compofedof different perfons from thofe he expe&ed. He was interro- 
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became contagious, and their conduct evinced how little dependence was to be placed 
upon their attachment to the king. 

As foon as the king returned from reviewing the' troops, the gentlemen who were in 

the palace formed themfelves into regular companies of life-guards; and as the mcft of 
them were trained to arms, they formed in an admirable manner for the protection of 
the interior of the palace, and, animated by enthufiafm and defpair," would undoubtedly 
have made a moft gallant defence, had the king remained' at rheir head. The national- 
guards within the palace were addreffed in ftrorig and pathetic terms by the king 
and queen. And every man appeared to prbfefs his intention to die for the mon- 
archy. 

At eight o'clock Rsederer entered the council chamber where their majefties were, 

at the head of the department .; and his firft words were " No perfon fhallinterpofe 
between the king and the department." . He requested to fpeak with the king and 

queen in private ; he proceeded to represent the . imminent danger which at this moment 
impended over their majefties and all that were attached to them; he affured them that 
very few of the national-guard were to be depended upon, and .'that the majority were 
totally adverfe to them. That, inftead of defending the /palace, they would Jriftahtly 
join the alfailants ; that the number of the.infurgents /was fuch that it was infanity to 
oppofe; and entreated that they would repair,, as . to, the only afylum which was open 
to them, to the national aflembiy, The queen whole force of mind was generally more 
difpofed to. refi fiance than fobijiiffion,,. oppofed with vehemence Rsederer*s ■ propofal, 
and exclaimed — " that. fooner. than remove fhe would .be nailed to the walls of the 



palace/'. But the habitual geritleriefs of the king's : cKara£ler induced him to. comply. 
They ftriftly forbade their ariftocratic friend? to accompany them ; but it w'as with grief 
and reluctance that they fubmitted to the command of their beloved matter, to feparate 
themfelves from his perfon in the. hour of calamity and danger. 

The king met with no interruption in. cro fling the Thuilleries to the flaircafe leading to 
the terrace of the feuillans; ,but. there he was detained near a quarter of an hour by the 
populace, who mingled with thegrqffeft abufe the mod alarmiug threats- againft his per- 
fon. The directory of the department at length prevailed on the multitude to give way, 
and one of the moft forward of the infurgents fnatched the prince-royal out of the queen's 
arms and carried him. to the aiTernbly. 

The legifiative body, at. the moment their majefties entered, were engaged in a tu- 
multuous debate, on the motion for fending a deputation to conduft the king and the 
royal family to. the. hall. As. foon. as he entered,, the king- feated himfelf by the fide of 
*the< prefident, and addreffed theaffemblyin thefe words tC I am come hither to prevent 

a great crime — Among you, gentlemen,/! believe , myfelf in fafety." The king and 
queen were .accompanied by their Ton, and daughter, . .and jthe princefs Elizabeth — A. 
voluntary deputation of the members,had proceeded to the. door of the hall to introduce 

them. 



A Angular debate took place almoft immediately on the,entrance ; of the royal family* 
It*. was obferved by^ a .member,, that. according to the eonftitution, the deliberative 
functions of the affembly were fufpended by .the prefence of .the- king. Jt became there- 
fore a matter of fome" embarraffment , to/ know where to* difpofe of the unfortunate 

monarch j fome were for placing him at the bar, others in the galleries/ The king wit K 
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his family theh retired 'to the benches deftined for the.miniftry ; but this was ftill objected 
to ; at length it was obferved, that they rnight.be accommodated in a' f mall box, about 
v> fen feet fquare, oil the right hand of the prefident, which had been appropriated to the 
"'editors of atiewfpaper, at that tiitoe wdl known. under the title of the Lbgbgraphe.. 

It was an uhfortufiate circu'mftance for the king's friends, J:hat they had not received 
: orders to capitulate, when the purpofe of their military array was defeated by the king's 
removal to the affemfry'; befide the prevention of fo much bloodfhed, there -is.much rea- 
fon to believe, that the event would have proved more favourable to the king. This 
. omiffion has been imputed to. his duplicity, from a wifh in the king to fecure two chances 
the reftqratiori to his foYmer power, fhould the;party within the palace obtain all the 
aid that had been promifed Dy the municipality and that wasexpected from the national- 
guards, and prove finally vi&orious ; and at the word that by taking fhelter in the affeiii- 
bly, he fhould efcipe with life. This account of his motives, though fpecious, is*mdfi 

probably 'no more than/ohe of thofe uncharitable infinuations which the malignity of " 
-party fo frequently defcends to ; 'the con&u£tof the king is more naturally to be afcribed 
5 to the cbrifufibri and anxiety Which at fuch a crifis would deprive the lirmeft minds of their 
'fun&ions. Removed from' the preiTure of danger men may reafon upon the motives of 
•actions, but experience turns diigufted from the futility of fuch cold ^peculations. 
To complete the calamity, time was not allowed to remedy the omHFion ; the atTembly had 
difpatched a deputation lo' the palace, but the king and his family had fcarcely taken their 
feats in the box afligned to them, when a dreadful cannonading fhobk the affembly ; fome 
members rofe from their feats, and appeared difpofed to feekfafety inflight, but the pre- 
'fideht calling them to order, "reminded them that every man fhould now be at his poft. 
The king took bccaGon to affaire the prefident that he had left ftricl orders with the Swifs 
not to fire upon the people ; but a member obferved that if the decrees of the affembly 
liad been executed fuch orders would not have been neceffary- . . 

While the opponents of the monarch fpared no meafure to expofe his weaknefs and 
bloat them into crimes, his advocates have not fpared imputations on their adverfaries, 
'evidently the brood of hatred arid malevolence , while the armed preparations -at the 
Thiiilleries is either palled over in filenceor afcribed to accident, the attack on the -palace 
has been afcribed to a defign on the life of the monarch, whom neverthelefs we find pafling 
unmolefted though unguarded, through the midft of the populace to the affembly; in . 
like manner much pains have been taken to exonerate the Swifs from the charge of having 
commenced the'maffacre by .firing on the populace; but truth has rifen fuperior -to 
the efforts of this blind deception, and by fixing on them the fatal aggreffion, left no 
room to juftify'them, and without approving their punilhment, in a degree vindicates the 
"vengeance that they provoked. A moment prior to the tremendous fire which fhook the 
affembly, the gate of the palace had been thrown open to admit the deputation,, the popu- 
lace were crying but to'the Swifs to forbear from hoftility and -with outftretched arms fo- 
liating them to embrace as brothers ; in this fatal moment the approach of the deputation 
had caufed a preffure of the croud to make way for them, and great numbers were irre- 
Tiflibly protruded within the area of the palace, and the : wiis received the fatal order to fire I. 
The deitru&ion was horrible, and the populace enraged to defparation tumultuoufly rufhed 

forward over the bodies that had fallen, the greater part of the national-guards and the. 

* artillery jdiaed* the people, and turned their arras :bu:the Swifs and the corps of courtiers 5. 
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the latter had already formed as well as they could, part with and part without arms, in 
•military array; though they had.it no longer in charge to defend the perfon of the king, 
with great imprudence they preferved thole diftin&ions which were become fo odious to 
the people, and marked them out for vengance. The moft loyal among the national- 
.guards were difpirited by the lofs of their commander, and difguifted by the flight of 
the king. Murmurs circulated among them; the purport of which was that they were 
inevitably betrayed, and that with ariftocrats on the one hand, and with the Swifs on 
the other, they were between two fires. Even the Swifs themfelves were completely 
difcouraged. Their commander in chief Affry, was abfent, having protefted againft 
violerit meafures ; Bachman, fecond in command, and his adjutant, had accompanied 
the king to the national afiembly ; the captains of the companies were either not at their 
pofts, or doubtful of the courfe they fhould purfue, fo that the regularity and compactnefs 
of military evolutions was loft: in tumult and promifcuous efforts of offence and refinance. 

The number of the infurgents has been ftated at about twenty thoufand effedive 
men. The crowd of idle fpeftators who followed them, for curiofity, is not to be 
eftimated. The moft a&ive confifted chiefly of the inhabitants of the fuburbs, with 
fome hundreds of the Marfeillois, and other federates, who were certainly the moft 
daring, and contributed moft to the fuccefs of the enterprife. They were promptly 
marfhalled in tolerable order by a Pruflian, a foldier of fortune, of the name of Wiefter- 
mann, and were armed fome with fpears, fome with mufkets, and had with them in the 
centre not lefs than thirty pieces of cannon. 

The conteft chiefly lay between the Marfeillois and the Swifs. Either way a femblance 
of iuty appeared to difarm the national-guard, and withhold fome of them from adive 
meafures. The gendarmerie were in the fame fituation, and a party of them who had 
their ftation near the coach-houfes, were at one time raked by two fires from the Swifs 
and the popular party, and out of one hundred men, loft twenty-five in this -humane 
• -inaftivity. After a moft gallant refiftance of more than an hour, in which the Swifs 
were frequently victorious in different parts, they were overpowered by numbers, were 
obliged to give way. The enraged populace, purfued the fugitives with the rancor of 
revenge, and the vidory was converted into a maffacre. The number and the fury of 
the national-guards encreafed every inftant, and the fight of the dead bodies and the 
enthufiaftic exclamations of their wounded fellow- citizens, inipired them with an infa- 

tiable rage againft the Swifs, every one of whom within the palace was put to death ; a 
fmall party of feventeenhad taken refuge in a veftry-room, upon being difcovered fhouted 
out vive la nation ! but unavailingly, they met the fame fate. Another party attempted 
to efcape through Marfan-court ; about eighty were killed, the remainder Secreted 
themfelves in hay-lofts, and in other lurking places ; fome lent them clothes to difguife 
ihemfelves, and thefe generally efcaped, but feveral died of hunger and fatigue. 

The gentlemen who remained in the palace faw no alternative at this formidable crifis ? 
but to. proceed as well as they could to the national afiembly. The only pofiible road 
was through the queen's gate; they rallied all the Swifs whom they found .difperfed in 
their way, and as many of the national-guard as ftill remained attached to them. The 
number of the fugitives might amount to five hundred ; but as only one perfon could 

pafs- through the gate at a time, they were expofed to a continual fire from feveral 
battalions ftationed at about thirty yards diltance; and as the red uniform of .the Swifs 
attracted particular notice, they were ftill the greateft fufferers* 
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Of the remainder fome efcaped by the gardens, and others in fmall parties made good 
their progrefs to different parts of the city, where, upon difperfing, they Iwere fecreted 
. and faved by the humanity of individuals. Of this fine body of: S wife, the ""whole 
number that furvived the vengeance of the people did; not amount to two : hundred. 
Thefe, by a decree of the affembly, were put under the prote&ion of the '{late. 

The defencelefs vi&ims, who were found in the palace, were all involved in one pro- 
xnifcuous maflacre. The gentlerrien-ufhers and pages, without difcrimination. * Streams 
of blood defiled the edifice of the Thuilleries from the roof to the foundations'. The 
maflacre was followed by a general pillage of the palace. Some chefts containing fecret 
papers and aflignats, and even fome of the royal plate, were taken and brought into the 
hall of the national afiembly. * ■ 

The refentment which the refiftance of the Swifs had excited was directed even to th 
porters at the coffee-houfes and hotels, who go under the general appellation of Swifs, 
and feveral of them were murdered. Carl, lieutenant-colonel of the foot gendarinene, 
was killed in the afternoon on coming out of the Logographic lodge where the royal 
family were , and d'Hermigny, a colonel of the gendarmerie, met his fate in the fquare 
. before the Hotel de Vilie. 

Of all the vidtims of popular phrenfy on this memorable day, none was more la- 
mented than Clermont Tonnerre ; no man had rendered more eminent feryices to the 
; caufe of liberty in the commencement of the revolution than this unfortunate gentleman; 
but, he was one of thofe, who. attached themfelves to the court after the completion of 
the conftitution. His attachment to limited monarchy had rendered him odious to the 
. populace. .On the morning of the tenth he found his houfe furrounded by a mob, under 
. the pretence diat.arms were fecreted there:, at the. fame time he received an order to 
: appear, before the committee of his fettion, on a charge of being concerned in a'pioc 
: to fecur.e the flight of the king by force; and he was likewife accufed, though -without 
-any appearance of juflice, of concurring with, and favouring the defigns of the^court. 
. While he remained there, his houfe was . fearched and his innocence acknowledged* 
. Confcious of the re&itude of his own intentions, he had the imprudence to venture 
. to return through the midft of the mob, whofe violence he reftrained for a confider- 
able time by the charms of his eloquence and addrefs. A fervant whom he had difmiffed 
« for fome offence is faid to have embraced this opportunity to gratify his revenge, by 
continuing toexafperate the fury of the multitude. It is to be lamented that his efforts 
< were but too fuccefsfulv. 

During thefe fcenes of deep calamity, the affembly continued their deliberations un- 
remittingly ; the events that fpoke fo ltrongly to the heart, the retrofpeft of thofe una- 
vailing meafures of forbearance and perfuafion, of warning and rigor, Which had been, 
unavailingly employed to promote the harmonious, co-operation of the court; the rapid 
\ fucceflion of . plots, and derangements of miniftry, and above all the external 'dangers, 
1. which. loudly called for Vigour, declared the neceffity of placing the force of the nation in. 

hands fubjeft to effectual control and refponfibility. and who by an unequivocal difpofition 
1, to r.efift inyafion andfecure. the national liberty, would command the confidence of the 

people and the legiflature. ; ' 

A feries of decrees were drawn up upon thefe important circumftances and paffed, and 
the authority veiled by the conftitution in the king was revoked and fufpended. It next 

Vol. IV. 2 S 



i6 4 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

* became neceffary t o make known to the nation the carries" of the events that had taken 
place, and the fituation arid motives of the affembly for this purpofe Condorcet drew up 

: a very eloquent memorial entitled " an expofitidh of the motives of the affembly, 5 ' which 

. w.as_.circulated through the departments and the armies ; it recapitulated the various fteps 
that had .char afterifed. the latter periods of the revolution — the intrigues of the court, the 

. encouragement of the . emigrants — the correfpbndence with external enemies, and the 
.-maintenance of agents hoftileto.the new order of things in the departments and armies — * 
the open countenance given to fanatic priefts; thus encouraging foreign and domeftic,, 
civil arid religious War — the refufalto fan&ion decrees defigned to fupport or reprefs thefe 
dangers and diforders — the concealment of foreign combinations, and endeavors to leffen 
their importannce and to perfuade to a difbelief of their reality — -that the repetition of 
"thefe meafures at length demanded an enquiry, in which the criminality of the court was 

, j>roVed, but the minifter only could be puntfhed— the means of defence rendered nugatory 
in the taoment of a delaration of war— the public money fecretly lavilhed in fupport of 
perfons armed a^airift!the country abroad "andto fow difcord in the armies at home — the 

generals made'to.diftruft each other—the treachery of thole counfels which could,, after the 
fecurity that the king had found and the fatisfa&ion he had expreffied<at the attachment 

of the populace on the twentieth of June, promulge a proclamation' the next day exprdffing; 
a contrary fenfe of intended violence— circular Tetters from 'the executive calculated to* 
zfow diftruft on the eve of the federation, when delegates from all the departments were 
about ;to teftify to the enemy the unanirhity of the people — a dark procedure in the court 
of the Thuilleries purpofed to infringe the inviolability of the reprefentatives and to render 
the judiciary fubfervient to a Secret authority— minifters rapidly changed-r-a declaration 
. of the enemy dooming to death the reprefentatives, the magiftrates, and the public func- 
tionaries, affe&ed to be cdnfidered as a forgery, while the families of the confpirators at 
Cbbleritz whence it originated, formed the habitual fociety of the court — writers paid out 
of the national treafure to defame liberty andthelegiflature— theiiational-guards attempted 
to* be alienated ^ and foreign guards retained in open difregard of repeated decrees, and 
at length turned to tile deftruftioh of the people : truft could no longer be repofed in 
hands .which had fo inuch abufed it, and no means appeared fo proper to repair the evil 
as i recurrence to thefupreme will, l as direfted by the conftitution ; the people were there- 
fore invited to meet in primary aflemblies, and to form a national convention.. By a fub- 

fetjuent decree the convention was appointed to meet on the twentieth of September. 
On the following day the minifters appointed by the king were declared to have for-* 
. feited' the confidence of the nation, arid a new executive council was appointed, and 
. confiftedbf Roland for the home department, Servan for that of war, and Claviere of 

the 'finance. Le Brun was nominated minifter for foreign affairs, Danton minifter of 

juftice, and Monge of the marine. ^ 

A decree of aecufation was afterwards paffed againft D*Abancourt r the late minifter 
of 'war, for not . having difmilTed the Swifs griards and other crimes, and this was foon 
after followed by another againft La Porte, the late intendant of the civil- lift. 
Thus ift one : firigle day was'deftroyed an edifice which had employed the firft abilities 

$f France for three fucceffive years in its erediont 
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After much deliberation, the hotel of the miiiifter of juftice was chofen as the :habi- 
tation of the fallen monarch >and his unfortunate family ; %ut on the repreferitation of 
-Manuel, who ftated, that in that ifituation the municipality could not charge themfelves 
-with being refponfible for the perfon of the king, the place of confinement was changed 
to the temple. 

Thefe great events mark a diftinguifiied epoch in*the hiftory of the revolution, butthey 
afford only that external light which is thrown upon public events by the cafual or partial 
f obferver j time, which will yet further develope the fecret fprings of the French afflic- 
tions, has already difclofed the defigns of the court and the caiife of the fatal fcenes of 
-the tenth of Auguft. We have before noticed rhe'ftate of the army under Lafayette at 
.the beginning of Auguft, which amounted only to eighteen thoufand raw troops, to, 
? pppofe to one hundred thoufand, compofed of Pruflian veterans, Auftrians, barbarous 
Heflians, and defparately brave emigres ; ^between Maubege and;Maulde, the force under 
Dillon was as inconfiderable j rCuftine was fhut up at Landau, Xellernian at Wifiemburg; . 
while the enemy appeared at all points, and no means fufficient to oppofe them.; the 
Heflians and emigrants were to pafs the Rhine, the Auftrians to penetrate to the depart- 
ment of the north, the Piedmontefe to invade the fouth, the ariftocracy to unite round 
the court and in their feveral departments, while the duke of Brunfwick was to proceed 
.by Ghalons to Paris ; that thefe defigns were perfe&ly underftood by the court would, 
need no better evidence than fads already noticed and which have been given at large 
in the expofition of the -motives of the aflembly drawn up by Condorcet ; but even that. 
: paper does not wholly and clearly difclofe the meafures of the court, whofe purpofe 
was to efcape, and the preparations for which we have before in fome degree noticed: 
as 'exciting the apprehenfions of the Parifians. 

This plan was formed by a perfon who had held a high office under the conftitution 
^and was fupportcd by the 'municipality of Paris after the difmiffion of Petion ; and 
Lafayette is faid to have promifedtt the moft effe&ual fupport ; the king and royal family 
were to proceed fecretly to Gaillon, the villa of the archbifhop of Rouen, twenty leagues 
from Paris, the precife diftance allowed by the conftitution. They were to pafs from 
the Thuilleries through the houfe of La Porte, intendant of the civil-lift, which was 
feparated only by a wooden partition and communicated on the oppofite front with the 
old Louvre, in a court of which coaches were commonly feen about midnight, belong- 
ing to parties that fupped Avith La Porte. On the night propofed for the efcape none 
were to be invited, but two coaches were to be ready for the royal fugitives, who were 
to have no attendant whatever befide one female and two confidential male friends drefled 
•as domeftics, one of the latter behind each carriage. They were to leave Paris at the 
ufual hour that perfons who fup in the city repair to the country. The three thoufand 
Swifs, whom the. king had been obliged to fend out of the capital, were diftributed at 
• certain ftations from Pontoife to Paris. The king's guards, who had alfo been lately 
reduced but who ftill refided in the capital, were all under the command of count de 
.Hervilly, to whom they were attached; he conftantly remained near the royal family; 
their horfes were in the ftables at Versailles, and were to be taken thence on the night 
appointed, and to meet the royal family within a league of Paris and efcort them to 
r Pontoife, where two regiments of Swifs were Rationed to meet them, thefe with . the 

t>ther Swifs and the guards were deemed fufficient to coyer the flight. 
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At Gaillon the king was to have wrote to. the aflembly, and inform them of the 
motives for his removal; if hoftile meafures fhould be taken againft him, hb was to 
remove direftly to Fecamp on ;the fea coaft, where the commiffary of marine had been 
ordered to provide a veflel completely equipped and provided to tranfport the royal family 
wherefoever they fliould defire, M. la Fort, an -intelligent general officer, .left Paris in 
July for Normandy, on purpofe to furvey Gaillon, its environs, and the coaft, and to 
found the difpofition of the inhabitants ; he had returned to Paris on the fifth of Augult 
with a report wholly favourable to the enterprize, and the night of the feventh was 
fixed for the execution of the enterprize i the mod profound fecrecy was preferved as 
to the particulars ; and the defign was in no refpett betrayed but by the meafures that 
were neceffarily taken for its performance ; and the buftie and difquietude vifible in the 
conduct and countenances of the principal perfons about the palace. This plan which 
in all human probability would have been completely executed, was interrupted by the 
apprehenfions of the queen, who would not repofe any confidence in the commandant of 
the troops in Normandy, he being a deputy. On the evening of the fixth there had 
been a confiderable difquietude in Paris occasioned by fome vague fufpicions fuggefted 
by perfons who ufually fupplied the court with various articles, and had not received their 
ufual orders ; the queen prevailed on the king to fend a meflage to the chief perfon 
concerned in the enterprize to fufpend the meafure to the laft extremity ; thiscircum- 
ftance drew all thofe engaged in the plot, who were at a diftance, direftly to the capital ; 
and the apprehenfions of the court encreafed with the approach of that day upon which 
thequeftiori of fufpenfion was to be difcufled. The appearance of fo many ftrangers at 
fuch a period alarmed the fubordinate. agents of the police, who communicated their 
fears to the magiftrates and the clubs and accounts for the confufion in the capital on 
the ninth of Auguft. 

The clubs had not been indifferent to thefe events ; they took meafures to alarm 
the people; and declared that a civil war was to, be apprehended from the moment 
that the king fhould be feparated from the legiflature ; their furmifes and fufpicions 
made up for their deficiency of information, and they declared although they did not 
know the manner, the place, or time of flight, that fuch was the intention of the royal 
family ; and the federates, between whom and the national -guards a jealoufy had pre- 
vailed, were by this alarm completely united. 

There is no politive certainty of the king's intention to renew the project of flight on 
thenb;htof the ninth, although there is reafon to fufpetl it; for all the members of 
the difmifled body guard were equipped on that evening, and the count de Hervilly their 
commander was one of thofe, that attended the royal family all that night, and to 
the afiembly the next day 5 the events of that morning diflipated for ever all their 

beft hopes. 

The concert on the frontier was confiderably affected by the tranfa&ions at Paris; 
the duke of Brunfwick had already entered the frontiers, Clairfait entered the Low 
Countries, and planted himfelf on the right of the PrufTians 1 a fecond column com- 
' manded by Hohenloe, one of emigrants, and another of Heffians were in the rear of 
the Pruflians. 

The phrenzy of the populace did not fubfide for fome days after the ftorming of the 
palace. It affumed indeed not the formidable afpeft of a general infuire&ion, but it 
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was not.lefs dreadful in its effefrs. Several atrocious affaffmations were committed, and 
among others the refpefb ble Rochefoucault fell a viftim to his attachment to the king, 
being implicated in the plan for his flight. After having, with the reft of the department,, 
been concerned in the fufpenfion of Petion and Manuel, he found it no longer fafe to 
remain in Paris. He retired to his own eftate, upon the alarm occafioned by the ref* 
toration of Tetion, and the confequent lofs of afcendancy of his party in the commune 
of Piris, but his Iteps were carefully tracked, and he was fcarcely arrived before he 
was put to death, 

The rage of the mob on the days fucceeding the tenth of Auguft, was not confined 
to the* living obj efts of their refentment ; they demoliihed every veftige of art which had 
the remotell relation to monarchy or ariftocracy ; even the ftatue of Henry IV. fo long 
the idol of the patriotic party, was broken in pieces, merely becaufe it was the ftatue of 
a king. The bufts of Necker, Lafayette, Mirabeau, and all the leading members of the 
conftitutional party, werealfo fought out and demoliihed. 

Information was given the affembly, of a correfpondence carried on between Lafayette, 
in which the princefs of Lambeile, and Mefdames de Tourzelle, were concerned ; in 
confequence of which they were both arrefted ; their anfwers appearing equivocatory, 
they were fent to prifon, with fome other ladies of the houfhold. 

On the night of the twelfth the affembly, apprehenfive of a formidable oppofition 
from the army of Lafayette, difpatched three commiflioners of their own body to 
counteract the movements of that general. Lafayette, however, by a Angular accident, 
was previoufly apprifed of the events of the tenth. He had fent Darblais, one of his 
ftaff officers, with difpatches to the war minifter. On the morning of the eleventh, he 
advanced almoft within fight of Paris, when he was met by a grenadier of the national- 
guards, ;who apprifed him of his danger, and advifed him to change horfes aud return 
with all poflible fpeed. At Sedan, on his way back, he found Lafayette, who, after* 
ftating the fafts to the magiftrates of that town, advifed them, in duty to the king 
and conftitution, to arreft the commiflioners, who accordingly, on their arrival there, 
were feized, and detained in prifon fron the fourteenth to the twentieth. 

In the mean time Lafayette returned to the camp ; and immediately diftributed among 
the battalions the following letter: 

46 Citizen foldiers, it is no longer time to conceal from you what is going forward : 

the conftitution you fwore to maintain is no more ; a banditti from Marseilles, and a 

troop of faftious men, befieged the palace of the Thuilleries; the national and Swifs 

guards made a rigorous refinance, and for want of ammunition they were obliged tp 

furrender. ; 

" General d'Affry, his aids-de-camp, and his whole family were murdered. 

<c The king, queen, and all the royal family efcaped to the national-affembly ; the 

faftious ran thither, holding a fword in one hand, and fire in the other, and forced 

the legiflative body to fuperfede the king, which was done for the fake of faving 

his life* 

" Citizens, you are no longer reprefented ; the national affembly are in a ftate of 
flavery ; your armies are without leaders ; Petion reigns : the favage Danton and his 
fatellites are mailers. Thus, foldiers, it is your province to examine whether you will 
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tdfiore the hereditary repreferitative to the throne, or fubmit to the difgrace of having a 

Petion for your king." - 

The general, at the firft moments tfrhen this communication to the foldiery was 

rhade, found their difpofitibns hot unfavourable* but he foon difcovered that attachment 
was only to be expected from a frhall circle of his friends Apprehenfive therefore, 
that in the fpirit of revolt* which his army manifefted, his life Would be infecure, or 
that he would certainly be delivered up into the hands of his adverfaries, on the nine- 
teenth of Auguft he left the camp in the night, accompanied only by his ft aft* and a 
few fervants. They took the route of Rochefort iii Liege, which being a neutral country, 
they hoped to pafs unmolefted ; but an Auftriari general, of the name of Harahcourr, 
beihg ftationed there with ah advanced party, arretted the fugitives, contrary td the 
law of nations, and fent them prifoherS to Namut. Thefe unfortunate exiles have 
fever fince been detained the vi<9tiihs of tyranny, and confined in the noifome dungeon of 
Olmutz, for no other crime, or rather under no other pretext, than that of having been 
members of the national aflembly of France. 

General Arthur Dillon, influenced by the counfel, and perhaps by the chara&er and 
example of Lafayette, feemed at firft inclined to imitate his conduct ; and by the orders 
which he publifhed to his army oh the thirteenth, he excited fo ftrong a fufpicion againft 
him, that a decree was a&iiallypafied for his fufpehfioru He however was fo fortunate 
as to retraft in time ; and upon the arrival of the commiffioners of the aflembly at Valen- 
ciennes, he found means fo completely to conciliate their efteern* that the decree was re- 
pealed* arid he was again reinftated in his full authority. 

* The politic Btimourier, who had aflumed the command atMauIde, faw from the firft 
the party which it was hecefiary to embrace^ and ariticipated the wifhes of the aflembly, 
by applauding the new revolution even before the arrival of their commiffioners : by this 
fortunate ftep he gained the entire confidence of a great part of the republicans, which 
he had loft by his condutt in the miriiftry, and in coiifequence was afterwards appointed 
to fucceed Lafayette in his command. 

Marefchal Luckner took the fame decided part. In his letter to the aflembly, he 
even ihfinuated that it was the treachery of the court which had compelled hini to re- 
treat in the midft of victory from the Netherlands ; and added, " that now the king was 
depofed, he hoped he would not be ordered to retire when he next entered the Aiiftrian. 
territories." 

' Generals Biroh, Montefquieh, Kellerman, and Curtine* all fubmitted to the authority 
df the aflembly, and of the provifiohal council of ftate, and Jook the republican oaths, as 
well as the foldiers of their refpe&ive armies. 

.Though the force of Lafayette had been trifling in comparifoh with that of his adver- 
saries, as it did not exceed twenty thoufand men, frill he contrived to keep the Auftrians 
and Prufiians in check, and they had made but little progrefs towards the fubjugation 
'of Ffanc£. They had advanced rapidly in the end of July and beginning of Auguft, 
the confufion terror and difmay, however, which the tranfaftions we have juft nar- 
rated had produced, encouraged the combined armies to pufti their enterprifes, and the 
firft cbriqueft afchieved was that of Longwy. Oh the twehty-firft of Auguft, general 
Ciairfait prefented liimfelf with ah army of fixty thoufand rnen before that fortrefs. 

The liege lafted about fifteen hours ; during which time the enemy kept up a continual 
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aftd heavy fife of bombs and artillery. The cofnffiaridant reported, that the magiftrates 
anddtizferis, testified by the bombardiiient, had ihfifted upoii a fur render, and that he 

had only complied with their requifition ; ndthihg lefs than treachery in a commander 
could compel a garrifbri of two thoufahd five hhfldred men, well appointed, in a place 
ftrbrigly fortified, and defended with feverity-o'ne pieces of cannon, and excellent cafe- 
meiifs, to furrender upoii fo fhort a iiege. Upon further inquiry thefe fufpicions were 
confirmed, being purchafed by a confiderable fum of money, for which, Lavergne the 
governor was ordered to be tried by a c&urt-martial : and a decree of the aflembly 
Was palfed ^ that whenever it fhould be ffetakeft, the houfes of the citizens fhould be 
fazed to. the grbund, and the rnagifttatefc pferfecuted for high tfeafon. 

The capture of Verdun almoft immediately fucceeded that of Lohgwy. It was fum- 
moned by the duke of BrUnfwick oh the thirty-firft of Aiiguft, nor did the example 
of the puniOimerit to be infli&ed on Lorigwy deter the inhabitants from becoming the 
dtipfcs of their apprehenfions. As Lohgwy, therefore, was loft by the treachery of the 
ebm : manddr, Verdun was induced by the cowardice of the citizens. Diftruflful of the 
iricivifm of the officers after the affair df Longwy, the aflembly, by their decree, vefted 
power in the municipality to controal the deliberations of the council of war. Beaure- 
pairs* the governor, was defirous df defending the town to the laft extremity ; but the 
mutiicipal officers were determined in favour of a capitulation, and there was imminent 
danger that the foldiers would be attacked by an enemy within as well as without (he 
walls. The municipality oppofed the commander and propofed to capitulate, the Pruflian 
trobps entered on thfe fecbhd of September ; but the governor, too brave to fuller the 
fiifpiciori bf not p6rfotmirig his duty fought refuge from diihohour in death. 

Arnbitibn and jehloufy had deceived the nations bf Europe in the flattering expectation, 
that France who had been the bbjeft of hatred or. fear to one or all of them, would fall 

aft eafy prey by her diftradtibns to the rapacity of her rivals ; her firft di(irefTe3 were 
fubje&s of fecret exultation, het* futceeding proceedings were heard with covetous joy, 
arid the fubfequeiit progrefs from the difburthenmerit of debt to her enfranchifement from 
the hoary boftds bf fervitude and error, irifpired the fovereigns of Europe with an anxiety 
fo extreme, that their views originally di&ated by rapacity, fettled in rcfentment and fear ; 

their hopes wholly peHbnal and feparate in the fir ft inftance, were no longer flattered by the 
weaknefs they had vainly forefeen, but the caufes bf their difappointment furniflied niotires 
for further pretenfions and more fanguine hopes ; the projedts which have been developed 
illuftrate thefe remarks, and every day teftified the watchfulnef^, of the European fove- 
reigns, and their eager nefs to feize upon the flighted pretexts for openly joining in that 
league of hoftility in which they hadfecretly engaged. 

The Englifh court, had from the firft dawn of the French diftrefles participated to the 
utmdft in that malignant joy, and by the proceedings of the governors in her foreign 
pbffeffions, fb early as the beginning of the year 1790, defignated the part fhehad rcfolved 
to a& ; the policy of her cabinet, however, was ftudioufly guarded in Europe j that 
hatred which had been affiduoufly noufifhed to fbfter the incurable reftleflhefs of her am- 
bition^ was counterafted in an immenfe degree by the very fpirit of freedom fo much 
the favorite fentimerit of the Englifh people, and from whom it had in fo confiderable 
a degree extended to Ffance. The knowlege of thefe truths, while it awakened all the 

fears of the Engiifti monarch, called for the circumfpe&ioa of his minifiers 5 the temper 
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of the people reftramed the court from open hoftiiity, but no occafion was left uneffayed 
to promote the general combination againft France and to convert the people to the views 
of the court. We (halt in the courfeof this work have .occafion to iituftrate thefeobfer* 
vations much at large ; the fufpenfion of Lewis offered an opportunity for the firft over- 
ture of that policy which they had refolved gradually to unfold, by the recal of the 
Englilh ambaflador at Paris, which was done by a note addreffed to the provifional coun- 
cil, tothiseffeft: 

" In the abfence of lord Grenville, mr. Dundas declares, jthat his Britannic majefty is 
affii&ed with the deepeft grief for the events which have lately taken place at Paris, both 
on account of the iriterefl: which he takes in every thing that concerns their mod chriftian 
majefties, and of his defire to fee the kingdom of France tranquil and happy. As.it ap- 
pears that the exercife of the executive power has been withdrawn from the hands of the 
king, his majefty thinks his ambaffador has no occafion to remain in Paris any longer ; 
this ftep being taken to manifelt his intention of remaining neutral as to the internal go- 
vernment of France. He expreffes his majefty's folicitude for the king and queen ; he 
experts their perfons will be protected from every kind of violence, the commiffion of 
which would excite uriiverfal indignation in Europe/' ■ * 

To this the provifionai council exprefied in reply, their regret at the recal of the ambaf* 
fador, the fatisfa&ion they felt at the neutral declaration, and their defire that a mutual 
fpiritof intercourse might be preferved j but no notice was taken of what concerned the 
royal family. 

About the fame period a decree was palled again!! Lafayette, declaring him guilty of 
high treafon. Barnave, Alexander Lameth, and fome others of the conftituent affembly 

who had entered into the profeffed views of the court, were committed to prifon on a 
charge of counter-revolutionary defigns, founded on fome of the fecreted papers found 
in the Thuilleries. DelefTart, the friend and confident of Necker, was beheaded at 
Orleans, for concealing the information poffeffed by the government concerning the treaty 
of Pilnitz from the affembly. Dangremont, the late paymafter of the king's guards, fuf- 
fered at Paris on the firft of September, for having excited the Swifs to fire on the people. 
La Porte, inteftdant of the civil-lift, was executed at the fame time, for maintaining a 
correfpondence with the enemy, and distributing money to writers in favor of monarchy, 
and againft the revolution* Durofoy and fome others fuffered for fubordinate treafons. 

The capture of Longwy, and the approach of the Pruffians, fpread an inftantaneous 
alarm through the metropolis, and even the affembly itfelf partook of the contagion* 
The rumour was, that the enemy intended to leave the fortified places behind them, and 

proceed immediately to Paris ; and this was followed by continued reports that the duke 
of Brunfwick was within a few hours march of the capital. At this difaftrous moment, 
fufpicion lodged in every heart, and . terror was depifted upon every countenance. Dan- 
ton who had railed himlelf by his abillities and boldnefs to the fituation of minifier of juf* 
tice, and certainly projected the plan of difmiirmg the old municipality on the night of 
of the ninth of Auguft, flood forth in the affembly on this memorable emergency. He 
obferved, that there were more than eighty thoufand ftand of fire arms in Paris, in the 
hands of private peffons: with thefe he propbfed to equip a volunteer army, who, in- 
ftead of. waiting for the approach of the enemy, fliould fally forth well prepared to meet 

the danger. 
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Accordingly an arret was directly puhlifhed, directing the barriers to be immediately 
ftut — allhorfes fit for ferviceon the frontiers to be feized — all citizens to hold thcmfelvcs 
in readinefs to march againfi the enemy at a moment's warning — a^ed and infirm citizen; 
to give in their arms for the ufejof the able and unprovided — fufpe&ed perfenj and cowards 
to be difarmed — twenty-four commiflfaries to proceed to the armies and departments 10 
announce and execute this decree — the military committee not to fufpend its fittings? — the 
alarm guns to be fired and the general beat, to announce to the fc&ions the danger of the 
country — the national afiembly and executive power to be notified of the decree; which 
concludes wirh an energetic appeal to the people on the dangers that furround them, the 
treachery within and the combination without, formed to reduce them to ignominy and 
flavery ; conjuring them rather than give up their towns to bury thcmfelves in their afhes* 
- We have had but little occafion, fince the termination of the conftituent afiembly, of 
which he was a member, to mention Robefpierrc. Me had, however, fincc that period, 
occupied the ftation of public accufer, and at the time of which wc are now treating, 
was at the head of the Jacobin club, and had been chofen, as well as Marat, a member 
of the new commune, on the night of the ninth ot Auguft. Since the affair of the 
tenth of Auguft, Petion had loft part of his influence with the populace, and Robefpierrc 
had proportionably rifen in their efteem. In the Jacobin club, this man had been un- 
remittingly clamorous for the trial of the ftate prifoners ; and by his endeavours to fatiatc 
the barbarous revenge of the populace, he gained upon their affections. 
■ The decree for raifing the people and arming en-mafle, which had been pa (Ted on the 
fuggeftion of Danton, had produced the moft aftonifliing enthufiafin ; the young men 
crowded to the depots of regiftry, and an army was already collected at Paris, whofc 
departure was fixed for the frontiers on the fecond of September ; among thefc new 
levies were many who had loft: friends and relatives on the tenth of Auguft. and who were 
mow burning with enthufiafm and vengeance; the popular harangues may be fuppofed 
not to have foothed thofe violent paftions, and it has been urged that Marat and Robe- 
fpierrc had excited the volunteers to avenge themfelves on the traitors in Paris, before 
they fhould march againfi: the Pruffians. From whatever fcurcc it proceeded the fentt- 
ment became general, and the imprudent if not worfe conduct of the commune, in order- 
ing the troops to aflemble in the Field of the Confederation, to march in a body againfi 
the enemy, gave birth and vigour to outrages that make humanity Ihudder. 
. The alarm guns were fired, the tocfin founded, and the people aficmbled in large 
numbers — It is a debt due to juftice, however, to exonerate the citizens in general from 
the crimes of that day. The majority of the people, though greatly aghaicd by the 
alarm which was given, repaired not to the rendezvous, but, as if by inftincl, to their 
relpe&ive feclions., and there entered their names as the foldiers of liberty. 
. A confiderable multitude, however, was brought together, partly of the Marfdlois 
and the remnant of the other federates, and partly of an immenfe multitude a: traded to 
the fcene by their curiofity. It is however uncertain, after all that has been faid on this 
fatal day „ whether the maffacre was a preconcerted meafure, or the fpontancous impulfe 
of a part of the populace. Certain it is, that the refolutions of the afiembly were fcarcely 
announced, when a number of voices exclaimed, w that they were ready to devote them* 

. felves to the iervice of their country, and to march againlt their foreign enemies ; but 
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they muft firft pu.sge the station qf its dqmeftic foes/ 5 Without further deliberation, a 

party of armed men proceeded, to the Cannes, or cqnjVQntof the . Carmelites* where a 
number of the xionjiiring piicfts were detained till an opportunity fhould occur of: Riming 
in force their fenten.ee far ba,nijhipent j and there, in cold Wood, the wmotifelefb afiaffins; 
facrificed every one of theie defe^celefs and probably innocent i&en. 

they proceeded to the Abbaye prifon, in which ware confined the- 
Swifs officers and thofe ^reffced for treafonable offences againft the nation on the tenth, 
of Auguft. The murderers, proceeded \vith a kind of method in their crimes* They 
impanelled a jury, nj&e of whom* it is fajd 5 were Italians, or affafEns from Avignon, 

ajid the other thre^ French. Before thefe felf-cqjiftituted judges the wretched, prifoners 
underwent a fummary examination,. The watch -word that pronounced the culprit guilty 
was " 11 faut le largir," (he muft befet at liberty) when the victim was precipitated from 
the door, to pafs through a defjile of mifcreats differently armpd, and he wa? cut to 
pieces with iabres^, or pierce^ through with innumer-abk pikes* Some they acquitted \ 
and thefe were declared under the prpte&ion of the nation, and accompanied to their 

homes by fome of the banditti. 

The whole of the ft^ff-officers of the Swifs gjia,rds were maffasred, except their 
commander d'Affry, H,e hacj been a democrat frpm tfcej firft of , the revolution-, and 
when urged by the queen to aflume th« command i& the Thuilleries on the tenth of 
Auguft, had protected againft' it- and voluntarily abfejifced hinafelf Theaffeflihs continue 
ed. the whole night- of thefeepndat the. Abbaye, and theprifoji of the Ghatelet, whence 
they proceeded, to the prifon La Force, where the ladies of the court-, who were* arretted' 
on the tenth of Auguft, were confined. 

In the dungeon was the beautiful and accomplifhed princefs deLamballe, the friend 

and confidante of the queen. When fummoned to appear before the bloody tribunal, 

fjie was in bed, and was informed by the perfon who delivered the meflage, that it was; 
only intended to remove her to the Abbaye. . She begged, in return, to remain 
imdifturbed, fince to her one prifon was as. acceptable as another. Being informed that 

fhe muft appear directly before the tribunal,' fhe dreffed in ; halte, and obeyed the 

fummons.. In the courfe of her interrogation, no crimination againft the queen and the 
royal family could be extorted from her, and it is faid it was the. intention of the judge, 
to acquit her. As {he was conducted, hpwever out of the prifon, ftupified with horror 
at the mangled bodies that lay around her, fhe received a blow on the head with a fabre, 
which produced ixxftantly a violent efFufion of bipod. In this fttuaiion.fhe was fuppor- 
ted by the arms by two men, who forced her to continue, her progrefs over the dead 
bodies. As. fhe fainted every moment from lofs of blood,, like Gaefar (he was folicitous 
to fall in a decent attitude ; and when at laft fhe became fo\ enfeebled, as to be able to 
- proceed no further, her heaci was fevered, from her body. The mangled eorpfe was 
expofed to every kind of indignity, and the-head, fixed upon a pike, was carried to the 
Temple and fhpwn. tq the unfortun^tje; queen, who. fainted at the horrid fight. It was 
afterwards carried in, triumph. rquijd the ftreets of Paris^ and. particularly to the Pklais 
Royal, where it was recognized, by, her relations.. Madame de Tourzelle and her daugh- 
ter, ancl fome other ladies,, who were co|ifei; iftjths &meprifoni were, fpared,. though 
zander aecufatioiu 
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Thefe dreadful maffa'cves 1ft (ted the whole of the fecond and third of September, 
the Abbaye prifon one hundred and fifty-nine were maflacred ; at the fcmmary oi hi. 
Frrmin, ninety-two unfortunate vi&ims fufFered ; at the convert of the Carmelite*, one 
hundred and forty-one ; at the Hotel de ki Force, one hundred and frxty ergfo ; at rh- 



Chatelet, two hundred and fourteen ; at the Conciergcrie, eigfity-five at the Rscctre, 
one hundred and fifty-three; and at the cloifter of the Bernards?.;, fc^er.ry-rhree ; 
all amounting to the {hocking number of one thoufand and eighty-five, be rider, kmc 
others at the Saltpetriere, and on the Pont-au-Change ; including however* a confidera- 
ble number of felons, who were imprifoned for forging affignats, and far other crimes. 
Montmorin, the late mayor of Fontainbleau, though he had been accjrrfcrcd hy a jory, 
was murdered in the fight of the deputies. During this period of general ennniri n 
and horror, feveral mifcreants availed thcmfelves of the circuniftance, r~ ^Mri-y 
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private animofity, and fome individuals were aflaffir.rxccd in dirter^n? parrs r.e crry- 
The number of the affaflins has been varioufiy reported. They wct*j a: iirfl fapp'-fcJ to 
amount to many thousands ; but the general opinion is, that thay eld no: ex-:*: J tw > 
hundred. It is evident however, that the national afTcmbly confidcrcd them m r. : irm:«l*- 
ble view, or they would have taken fome more effective measure; than fha: icai'r** 
commiffioners from time to time, to difluadc them from their violin sc. I: h pr.A;»;.Ij 
that the number would at firfi be greatly exaggerated, by rep^rr, and rha* r; - rv:;l*:n;.?.: 
who followed, from curiofity or the hope oi plunder, greatly cr.ozzd-i :h .1c v.\v> vers 

actually engaged in the murders. 

: It was in vain that the deputies difpatched by the afferably exh^rtc! tbz p^p-;face. 

•Petion and Manuel exerted themfelves to avert this ruin — and member- of the Moun- 
tain, who had been otherwife deemed furious, were confpicuou* in fturenh ; a? rainy r re- 
tinas as they could from the common and indifcriminate rein v anion* rhe:': were I afJkn 
and Danton, who at the riik of their popularity took every method to prr/jn: thefe 
foul mifdeeds but in vain. Roland wrote repeatedly to^ mterrc; ar.d th national* 

guards were all ready in their lections, waiting the order.; oi the cirnrrur.d :r in c**i*-£ 

to difperfe the mob 3 but Santerre declared he could by no mmns whatever prevsn: thef : 



atrocities. 



The fanguinary character of Marat, has attached mncli of the fufpicion of ?h;,fe cruel 
fcenes to his contrivance ; a few low villains could fcarcely nave perpcrrafed fuel: deeds 




tenth of Auguft, the parents, and brothers of thofc cut off, attributed ihdr tlzzzh m :hz cnur? 
and the ariftocracy. What in foreign wars produces only furrow and tcur\ in chYi 



broils produces wrath and fury. 

The committee of Surveillance of Paris had been active in th:ir ptsrfci: o ? ?hol v;ha 
had been a&ors or abettors on the part of the court, fonxc had already under: the 



laft punifhment. Others in vafi numbers were arretted, and many vrhr* had rrrdy been 

fufpefled from their affinity to the ariftocracy or other accident. The prifbn* wtrt 
indeed gorged with them, and the progrefs of trial was fo flow that it required ihz labotir 
df years to go through the procefs of trial ; the people rendered jealou* by repeated pfoti 

and treachery, conceived the criminals were favoured by the judges, ihzt "crimes had 
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wings and the law limped over them." Unhappily the ferment occafioned by news from 

the frontiers roufed thefe feelings to fury, and concentred them all in the terrible pafiion 
of revenge; the repulfe of the French armies — the capture of Longwy and Verdun, 
were conlidered but as the preludes to that fentence of defolation and defiru&ion pro- 
nounced by Brunfwick upon the devoted people and city of Paris — the general cry was 
in correfpondence with this terror, cc fliali we leave the prifons of Paris, filled with the 
murderers of our friends, and our furviving wives and children to be butchered bv the 



tyrants, who are coming to their prote£tion I" 
Indeed there is a very powerful evidence to induce this opinion — M. de Sr. Meard, a 
fufpe&ed perfon, was confined in the prifon of St. Germaine, he found means to iprak 
to a foldier, who was among the defperadoes — " If you are a prieft or a confpirator of 

9 you may expeft no mercy." I am fure not 

to be accufed of thefe things, faid St. Meard, but I pafs for fomewhat of an ariftocrar* 



M 



Meard 



The example of Paris was fatally imitated in other places, particularly at Verfailles* 



dered 

by the national aflembly on the eighth of September. The preceding evening a party 
of affalTms proceeded from Paris, molt of them in pofbehaifes, and, as foon as the 
prifoners arrived, malfacred them on- the fpot. The inhabitants of Verfailles ftood 
ftupified with horror, and even the detachment which had guarded the captives fron 
Orleans, flood paffive fpe&ators of themaffacre- Thus perifhed the duke of BrilTac, the 
bifnop of Maudes, and about thirty others. At Lyons alfo fome prifoners were malfacred 
on the ninth. 

The anarchy which fucceeded the tenth of Auguft was not foon compofed. On the 
feventeenth of September the garde meuble^ was robbed of an immenfe quantity of jewels, 
and other valuable effefts, the greater part of which have never been recovered ; it ap- 
pears, however, that a great part of the jewels of this depot, were removed by other 
- hands than the infurgents, fince later difcoveries have traced fome of the mod valuable 
to Amfterdam, whither they were Cent by perfons in connection with the court. 

Before we clofe our account of the proceedings of the national aflembly, it is proper 
to mention a decree which was propofed by a diltinguifaed member Jean Debrie. — The 
fubftance of this lingular propofal was, " to levy immediately a corps of twelve hun- 
dred volunteers, whofe particular object fhould be to attack the commanders of the 
hoftile armies, and the kings who were the authors of the war ; that thefe volunteers 
fhould be equipped in a manner the beft adapted to the purpofe, and that on each a 
penfion for life of two thoufand livres per annum ftiould be fettled, with the reverfionto 
their descendants to the third generation-" 

The motion was oppofed by Vergniaud and others, and a kind of previous queftion 



moved upon the occafion, viz. to refer the matter to the committee of fafety- 
The difcuffion ~~ 1 ~ T ^ Lr 1 *~ ^ 



Jean 



Debrie, that the propofal was unworthy a free and enlightened nation ; that afiaffination 



an expedient againfl: 



that it 



might be praSifed 

mod partiotic fpi 



fiance 



as well by the tyrant as by the 
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that if a band of tyrannicides fhoulrl be farmed by France, wnofc httgadet would be 
formed by the enemy, for the purpofe of exterminating h*r tomroundtff 4. 

In reply to thefe obfervations it wa* urged, that of all the calami i-;; that sulici hwnitit 
nature, war is mo ft to be deprecated and deplored ; that any txp?&cr/ which eouki 
be devifed for preventing fo great a crime and fo dreadful an evil nr;ff Se Ur.dahle* 
Kings, it was faid, are the fo!c authors of wars ; to gratify their caprs c, f heir avarice, 
or ambition, they in coI<l blood devote million* to mifery and to death i 'snfcetfng cow- 
ards, they repofe at home in fecurity and luxury, remote from the d;in^jr* and feati 
upon the miferies they have occaftoned* Which then i; the Isficr evil ? To c!e?r.fe oftff 
man to death, or to expofe whole nations to ruin, to devaftarinn, fo tvrefchtdneff, to 



llaughtcr ? The guilt of war lies wholly with king*; the pummrncnf faHc entirely 
the innocent fubjects : if king's were but once aflured that pnmfhnien? would in v 
follow their crimes, if their pjrfona! fafefy as much dppendanr on rheir regard for tfcg 



open 

tabfy 



1 r i j r 

laws, wars would be for ever ar an rnd, 



of 



ly provoi: 



more 



exafperated againft France than they already were . that they had already zdoyed a plant 




fies and hatreds, by employing religion and the name of jr.tL tmphj* the very precepts 
of morality and virtue with daggers and poifon, chat (cu neighbor ar ' r - — 



and converts 



imorftr! 



blows up thofc refemment* into fury, and in the moment of combuftron (landing alaof and 



\,\ c* • ** r. V tr 



or not, every means wou:;! be c:nr#;. 



£**a! 



he:: even the duke 
2nd brushed a fpirii 



fcnguinary and perfidious dsrii;^ that ca:!ed 2;>r rer^haTnn. The arguments in ii? laror 
were altowed to he too iataliy yiti 9 but i: was urged, that France fh^uld rather fpcra than 
imitate the bafe exarnnle of tyrants* and reiving en h:r o«n bravery, cb:ain ihc additional 
glory of overwhelming her enemies and fecuringher liberties ^irhout empk 
barbarous means of offence. The prone fa I was virtually reacted- 



1 he advances of the combined armv fincc the tenth oi Aumft had been 



formidable 



* r - 

called a council at Sedan, cf a!! the 




ditlritL Dillon having been ordered from Valenciennes on 




purpofe toailut at it- He explained the di&reCfed (rate of the French armv, andobferved 
that after taking pciTefixon of Longwy, the enemy had proceeded to Verdun, and it 
yet uncertain whether they would or no: undertake the fiege of MontmedL 1 hePniffiart 
army amounted to full fifty-five thoufand chofen men ; Clairfait ^i:b fix teen thoufand had 
taken poll at Chiers, to the right of the Prufnans ; and a fecond column of Auflrians, 
commanded by prince Hohenloe, advanced to their fupport, and were followed by the 

Heflians and emigrants, whofe numbers were confidexabie. 

Vol. IV, 2 X 
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In this council it was determined that the French were by much too weak to face fo 
imrrienfe a force; or to prevent it from paffing the Meufe, which was fordable in fixty- 
nine places from Verdun to Stenay. In the mean time general Dumourier had difpatched 
general Galbaud with two battalions: of infantry to fupport Verdun- On the thirty-firft 
the Auftriahs took Stenay, after a flight Ikirmifti with the vanguard, confifting of five 
battalions of infantry and fourteen fquadrons of cavalry, commanded by Dillon ; the 
national-guard of Stenay made good their retreat, joined Dillon, and took port: near the 
commander: in chief at Mouzon. 

Dumourier's whole force at this period was not equal in number to the fingle divifion 
commanded by Clairfait. With this fmall army, the only refource that prefenteditfelf to 
the French generals was to take poft in the thick foreft of .Argonne. On the third of 
September Dumourier fell back to Grand Pre, and Galbaud not being able to throw his 
force into Verdun, had retired and took poft in a ftrong pofitition at Biefme. 
. The military genius of Dumourier was here difplayed ; his army was fmall in number, 
and occupied much ground, but the pafs of Biefme was of the firft importance, as it 
commanded the direft road to Paris ; the force under Galbaud was not fufficient for its 
maintenance, and Dillon therefore marched thither with a ftrong detachment. This 
pafs fo memorable in future hiftory,' Is in the midft of the foreft of Argonne, which 
occupies a range of near fifty miles. The furrounding country is piSurefque*. and covered 
. with gardens, orchards, and vineyards. A deep; valley with hills rifing on each , fide, 
runs through its whole length, with defiles eafily defended at intervals, which mud of 
neceffity be forced before an enemy could crofs the valley ; and afterwards the woods 
• 'muft be penetrated, and fteep acclevities climbed, over alternate rock and brufh-wood,. 
before the pafs could be gained. On the moft important of thefe defiles, lies the great road 
from Clermont to Paris, and there Dillon took poft and encamped, and on the elevated 
points around had conftru&ed batteries which effe&ually commanded the pafs ; from 
the lofty precipices the whole landfcape is feen ftretching away to Clermont, where the 
profpect terminates with the mountain of the Vache. Galbaud on the moment of Dillon's 
arrival had abandoned the pafs in defpair. It was fortunately refumed in fufficient time, 
and upon this circumftance the fate of the campaign depended. 

The fpace occupied by fo inconfiderable a force now exceeded thirty miles ; but rein- 
forcements were every moment expefted, and it became the firft confideration to maintain 
this important pofition till there fhould arrive. On the fourteenth the enemy attacked 
Grand Pre, and the whole of the army under Dumourier was feized with fuch a panic as 
obliged him after a fhort conflict to retreat towards St. Menehould ; the Auftrians however 
loft in this- affair a number of men and among them the prince Charles de Ligne. On 
rrthe feventeenth Dillon was attacked in his ftrong pofition at Biefme, but though the affault 
was intrepid the enemy was feverely repulfed, with little lofs on the part of the French* 
The errors of the enemy at this famous pafs, which has been pertinently denominated the 
. Thermopylae of France, appear to have been as extraordinary as the talents of the French 
were confpicuous ; the duke of Brunfwic, though he pofiefied Clermont, which is 
within two leagues of this pafs, had blindly neglected to feize it ; nay fuffered Dillon to 
take pofleffion of it within fight of his videttes- When it was completely occupied, and 
the French troops refrefhed, he furveyed it with the king of Pruffra from the adjacent 

^eights, attacked it, and difcovered his error. The Pruffians next advanced againft 
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Chalons, and encamped on the heights of La Lune ; but Dumourier in the mean time 
was reinforced from Pont-fur-Sambre. Bournonville had alfo raifed the camp at Maulde* 
and joined the army with thirteen thoufand men, and Kellerman foon after arrived with 
the fouthern army. A fecond error was committed by the enemy there, inflead of attacking 
the French before they were thus reinforced, they unaccountably waited till the twentieth 

of September, when the French were firfi enabled to arreft their progrefs, and commence a 
brilliant carreer of conqueft. 

On that day Kellerman, whofe divifion confided of not more than fix teen thoufand 
men, was attacked by a body of troops greatly fuperior both in number and difcipline. 
They repeatedly attempted to furround Kellerman, but Dumourier conftantly prefented 
his divifion with a fleady front, and fruftrated their manoeuvres ; the aclion, with a furious 
and incefiant cannonade on both fides, continued fourteen hours ; at ten o'clock at night 
Kellerman by a mafterly operation took an advantageous pofition on the enemy's right, 
in the prefence of the enemy. All parties agreed in admiration of the fieadinefs of 
the French line, and of that determined valour which flood with fuccefs the aftault cf the 
beft difciplined troops in Europe. The artillery of the enemy made not the fn-aiidt hit- 
preflion upon the French line, while the foldiers of the enemy could be kepi to the 
guns only by the difcipline of the cane. The troops of Kdlcrman's divifion too, upon 
' whom the whole brunt of theaftion lay, had encamped on their ground only the preced- 
ing night, after forced marches day and night, and through the mod tirefonie roads. The 
general in relating the particulars of this a&ion to the war minifler, fays, — " I faw 
whole ranks fwept away by the explofion of three ammunition-waggons fct on fire by :t 
howitzer, without the leaft confufion or the line being broken ; a past of the cavalry, 
and particularly the carabineers, were for a long time expofed to the moft galling fire, 
and fhewed themfelves models of courage and firmnefs — the French nation, after what I 

have feen yefterday, may be fatisfied that the beft difciplined troops cannot excel thofe 
who devote themfelves to the caufe of civil liberty." 

On the fame day general Dillon v/as again attacked at Biefme ; but having ported under 
cover of the wood, a long file of mufqueteers who galled the enemy's flanks fo feverely 
on their approach, that after a fmart difcharge of their howitzers, they retreated with 
the utmoft precipitation, without having hurt a fingle man of tne French. This and the 
former repulfe extremely mortified Brunfwic. and left him no alternative but to make the 
circuit of the foreft by the way of Varennes. 

The advantages of thefea&ions were ftriking and durable; the French troops learned 
to think lefs of the enemy and to confide in their own bravery ; it proved to them alfo 
the advantages of order and military obedience, and taught them to place fome reliance 
upon the fkill of their generals, and to refill thofe difgraceful panics, which had proved 
fo fatal in the beginning of the campaign, and had been chiefly produced by traitorous 
emilfaries. Their fituation notwithftanding was ftill encumbered with delicacy and danger. 
' The Auflrians and Pruflians were nearly thrice their numbers ; and yet held both 
Clermont and Varennes ; the Pruffian hofoitals were efiablilhed at Grand Pre, and their 

camp on the heighths'of La Lune w** f° judicioufly fortified as to be confidered impreg- 
nable. Thus on every fide the fouth the French were completely enclofed, and on the 
fide that was open the inclemency of the weather had rendered theVoads, always bad, now 

impaffable. Bu£ *ofe latter evils, in any other circumftances fo formidable, together 
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with the barrennefs of the country, proved to be the rmofl favourable cireumftances for 

the French by their effeft on the enemy. 

Thepafs which general Dillon fo fortunately occupied, proved ,an infurmountable ob- 
stacle to the duke of Brunfwic's penetrating by the neareft route to Paris ; and finding 
it impoffible to difiodge the^French, he fet out by the foreft of Varrenn6s and Grand Pre, 
a-cireuit of about fifty miles, and in the evening the French took poffeflion of their ground. 
The length of this march and the great inclemency of the feafon laid the foundation of 
that fatal difeafe,. which afterwards proved more deftructive than the f words of the French, 
To complete their misferrune, the rivers were fo fwollenthat their fupplies were almoft 
entirely (topped, and the combined army was adtually without bread .for four days, the 
want of which the foldiers very imprudently endeavoured to fupply by the unripe grapes 
of Champaigne. 

Daring thefe imporiantattions, the preparations at Paris were carried on with aftonifli- 
ing vigour to repel the enemy hourly expelled ■, fo confident were the enemies of the 
revolution of their fuccefs,.that a report which had been circulated in the Netherlands, of 
the entire capture of Dumourier and his army was univerfally believed. The alfurances 
of the emigrants alfo, had foftered an opinion, that the combined army would be generally 
joined by the people, and by foldiers from the army, who would defert throu gh the want 

of difcipline, or the unikilfulnefs of their generals, and that they never would be .able to 
ftand an attack from veteran troops. 



(after 



feffedly .made war upon th 



wantonly difturbed the peace of France, and done irreparable injury to their own fub- 
je&s) defire only as their ultimate objett the re-eftablijhment of that confiitutkn. It is a faft 
fcarcely to be credited, that the fame duke of Brunfwic, who in the month of July, 
-proftittited his name by affixing it to the difgraceful manifefto, in which he profefled his 
Intention of reftoring to the king of France the full exercife of his former functions ; in 
-which he pronounced an irrevocable fentence of death upon all the members of the 
nattonal-affembiy, and other public functionaries atting under the conftitution ; that in the 
month of September he fnould acknowledge the full authority of the French nation to 
give laws to itfelf ; that hefhould entreat only for the perfonal fate of the king ; that he 
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(the king) in the new order of things ; and. that by his confident Manftien 



offigned 



to Dumourier— ct Make 



Do not content your- 



cc f elves with tying him up like the king .of England — -Make him a king of Mah 



Make him a ftadthoider — Make 



Give 



** him only a place — that is all we afk — and then we fhall have it in. our power to form 
<fi a pretext for retiring." 

Colonel Thou venot anfwered, ^ that the will of the -French .republic .would not yield 
to anv foreign influence, and that the reprefentatives of the nation, to whom the valua- 
ble depofit of its honor -and glory were committed, would perfift in maintaining decrees 
which had been fan&ioned by the general opinio:!. .The .d ; uke terminated the conference 

a memorial on the fubjeQ:. This me- 
two former, ^nd contained the irope- 
iimediately.broW-— a. new conference 



Dumourier 



manifefto 



rious demand to reftore the king. 



f 
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was requefted by thePrufHans, but Dumourier agreed to it only with a condition that k 

fhould not delay the operations of the campaign. 

Humiliating. as this condition was he acceded to it, and the duke of Brunfwic fought 
to effeft by negociation what he had failed to atchicve by talent-; or valour. The Prufuafi** 
however, had time to bury their dead, and the French ufed every means thkt thJr high 
fortune favored to ftrengthen their army by reinforcements and fuppHcs of every hind. 
The converfations at any of the interviews of the generals have never been fully dlklnfcd ; 
certain it is that efforts were made to bring about a compromise for the fafcty of the king ; 
but the national deputies Carra and Sillery having arrived with the decree which far ever 
abolished monarchy, put a ftop .to allfuch difcuflions. The aftonifhrnen: of the Prufuan 
chiefs was now railed even beyond all former admiration of the French valor, by wit- 
.neffing .the enthufiaftic unanimity with which the decree was received by the troop* under 
arms. 

The conferences, therefore, between the generals, from which fo much was expected, 
ended only in the retreat of the Pruflians, who were foon after followed by the armies of 
Auftria and .HcfTe-CaffeL The fir ft poft abandoned by the Pruflians waj the pafs cf 
-Grand Pre ; this was on the 30th of September. 

The commiffioners of the army fay " the enemy are retreating as faft a* they can, but 
they are harrafled by our army ; during the laft two days we have taken four hundred 
-men, befide feveral waggons loaded with provifions — the road behind them h flrewcd 
with dead bodies — the camp which they have quitted rcfembles a burying ground— above 
three Jiundred horfes, half eaten, have been found in it — theprifoner* and deferter; all 
agree that they have .more than fifty men fick in each company-— the fofdicr* were 
often fix or feven days without tafling bread. Dumourier'* army h in the hefl ftate 
poffible.; all the officers and foldiers are animated with a defirc of conquering > the general 
by the able manoeuvres he employed, and the pofition lie took, has finished a cam par 2 n 
which will form an epoch in the annals of France. One will fear eel y believe that lie 
dared to make a retreat with feventecn thoufand men in the face of an army of 
eighty thoufand, to take fuch a pofition as enabled him to flop their progrcft* to effect 
a -jun&ion with the different bodies which came to his affiflance, that placing himfeff 
dire&ly between the Pruflian army encamped at Liron and La Lune, oppoftce tfic fatter, 
he fhouid' contrive by the camp of Biefme, which he took poffcfTion of, at (he fame 
time to check twenty thoufand Hcflians encamped at Clermont. I5y continually harraff* 
ing ,the enemy , and intercepting their convoys he has been able to detain them in the 
moft barren part of France, and to oblige them at length to retire fhamefully from I her 
country, widi an army diminifhed one third in battle, bydifeafe, deferteri, and ptihnas 
loft.".- . 

The retreat of the enemy was flow, encumbered as they were with fick, and wafted 
with hunger and fatigue. Their route was towards Venhm. Bournonville harjrafTecf 

them in the rear, and Dillon kept the Hcflians in check at the forefl of At? t otine, It 

has been infinuated that, that more than once Dumourier might have interrupted their 
progrefs, and even pollibly might have made prifoners of both the king and general ; 
and it has, from this circumftance, been furmifed that a fecrct treaty cxtfted between the 
generals. It muft however be remembered, that the French army was ft ill inferior in 
.number, to the enemy, and the general was perhaps impreffed with the confederation of 
how much he mull: rifk by a defeat at this important crifis. 
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It does not appear that "the PrufiTans *m"th 




ton to 

e had 
defire 




wifhed to. extenuate .and endeavored to difavow the malevolence and ferocity of his riia- 
nifefto : but the cruelty that he had already exercifed, on/ Georges a member of the 
affembiy who Had fallen intp his hands, his barbarity to the lrJiabitants of the Vofge5 5 
and the rapacity \yhich he countenanced among hi§ troop$, /poke more forcibly than the 
mean and humiliating duplicity of this prince when difcomfiture and difafter had taught 
him the excefs of big tqn^rity and extravagance. Nothing could more clearly demon- 
strate the v^eaknefs and vacillation of t He court of .^Berlin,, and its generals, than fuch a 
..perfidious .mode of proceeding 'after ruch r pqmppus : pu^ctilwty in their threats, and fuch 
defpicable meafures of terror in the fir ft moments of fuccefs. A monarch unprovoked, 
commencing war, upon principles avowedly contrary to all that hid ever, been coniidered 
t facred in the rights of nations, BreatKu^ cruelty, a&ing upon thofe 

t threat enings, and in the reverie of fortune humbly feeking' a fubterfiige'to retraft its pro- 
claimed, purpofes, foiiciting,a fhield from the oi^jeit of .its, perfecutibn— arid afterall'with 
f confident bafenefs renewing the fame, hoftility again* . Pofterrty will cdnfign ihefe morifters 
to the cayerns of infamy with the Alvas ? the BoVgias, "apd Pizzarbs. In other refpe&s 
the pplicy of thofe" poiiflhed . barbarians was ' perfectly corififterit ; in the carte! for an : ex- 
change of prifoners, the^ haplef$ah^. deluded gmigr ants' were excepted to by 1 the French 
and given up to. fl aiighter by the Pruffiatf general, who h^ad countenanced them as foldiers 



Oftober, 



on which day it was taken 'poffeflion of by general Valence^ though in fa& the capitula- 



tion was 



Priiffian army immediately 

territories qf France ; and, the couptry W{is folemnly proclaimed to be no longer in dan- 
ger. General Dumourier h^ army ; his aftive mind 
„was occupied with ftill bolder : projects, m the execution 'of which' we fliall have fpeediiy 



to' follow him.. 



i - r • 

Pruflians and Auitnans, di 



i and deftru&ive as their man^^ /.The rigid d: 

the fcourge ferved indeed- to reltram within the boundaries or 
\ wretched and paffive inlfruments of defpotifm, M unhappy human 
der of the enemies, even though unarmed and derencelels, is, it 

: cTvifized Var t "TKe ^contributions' levied by 




fhbuld be re 



f — * 1 

: ,vj}C % upon th? credit < 
inflated- ii^ his f^nftidh ^ haf been with 

<■ 1' But thepnfortunate yiW^ ^ : , — - : . 

^po(y itical . declarations ' gt thofe ' perfidious myaders rf deteftaBle. Though fituated on 
a mountain and well' calculated to "form a' poff" of Tome'ftrehgth,' ffcill ' its fortificitidns 

were m fuch a ftate that it mm l^^i^mmm WUimmm ] i6 'rtfiftto 



^ < 
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army. Having however been greatly harrafTed by detached marauding parties of the 

'enemy, the villagers refolvcd to defend their property againft fuch parries in future, though 
not torefifta regular fuinmons. The next deraehrnent therefore v.fckh cam? in thh ir- 
regular manner, was very bravely repulfeJ but immediately returning vrith a ftrong 
'reinforcement, the peafants, after a gallant effort were compelled to fabniic, A; they 
were not dreffed in the uniform of foldiers, thefe brave men were nidged to beexerrtpt 
from the laws of war. They were dragged to the head-quartet*, tied to the tails of 
borfes ; and before they were carried away, were compelled to fct fire to their dveHfSg? 
with their own hands, by which much property and fcvcral lives were deft roved- A 
mother threfr herfelf at the feet of the barbarous conqueror*, and entreated permtf&mi 
to carry with her her two iafants. Her entreaties were difregarded, ar*d the unoffen- 
ding babes perifhed in the flames. 

Of all thefe tribes of plunderers, however, none were equal to the Htfih::* in 



dexterity, adroitnefs, cr in the extent of their depredations. Thefe devctcd flare?, 
who are aftually fold, like the negroes on the coaft of Africa, to the belt b:iJer. by 
their rapicious chief, feemed to carry with them to the war all the difpcfuic.u inci dent 
to a ftate of flavery. Plunder was their fole object, nor could any thing dzizr them <nn 
•any occafion from the purfuit of it. Wherever they came, like a fwarm of lccuft» t 



they left a barren wilclernefs Dehind them. Every article that couid be removed, 
and that was of the leaft value, was carried away — Not only the money anil the plate, 
but even the clothes and the furniture of the inhabitants were purloined — They dripped 
without mercy the miferable emigrants themfelves, and plundered the nobility of France 
'who ferved in the combined armies, wLh as little remorfe as thofe whom they denomi- 
nated rebels. 

The -conduCt of the Trench foldiery was in general much more refpeftablc in this 
1 iriftance j they abftained ■ religioiifly from plunder, and, as they endured the want of 
every neceffary with fortitude, were cautious of injuring the rights of others. Their 
political fanaticifm, however, fometimes betrayed them into '(hocking excefles, the mcft 
A flagrant ihftance of which occurred at Rhetel in the beginning of October. Twobatta- 

- lions of volunteers being ftationed at that place, four deferters from the Pruflian army 
came to offer their fervices, and were received by the officers. In the courfe of the day, 

^however, fome difpute arbfe between thefe men and fome of the foldiers, when an 
k: alarm was iriftantly fpread among the volunteers, that they were fpies ; the reft of the 
* foldiers immediately feized thefe unhappy men, and in defiance -of their officers, in defi- 
% infce of juftice arid entreaty,- cut them to pieces. 

General Dumourier-on 1 this occafion gave a falutary example of feverity. He degra- 
ded the two battalions i llripped them of their military accoutrements and uniforms, and 

- obliged them to deliver 1 tip the immediate delinquents. The battalions, with a returning 

:i fenfe of honour,' acknowledged the juftice of the fentencc ; but entreated that inftead 
;: bf being broken they might be fent upon fome fervice of more than, ordinary danger, 
f 1 'to 5 ; expiate 5 their crime $ and of their own accord delivered up to the fentence of the 

u law ten of their body,- who were at once the caufes and the. agents in this horrid 
ii tranfaction- 

:: The fieges of ThionVille and Lifle are confpicuous circumftances in . the hiftory of this 

-* ? catiipaijgu- -Th^former is* if mall but ftrong forttefs, and was entrufted to the co 



it 
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mand of Generel Felix Wimpfen, whofe reply to the fummons of the Auftrian general 
was, cc You may deftroy the fortrefs, and not leave one ftone upon another, but you 
cannot burn the ramparts-" It refifted during the whole campaign, and held in check a 
force which was faid to amount to twenty-eight thoufand men ; and which in feveral 
fuccefsful Tallies the befieged frequently harraffed and diftreffed. The town was relieved 
by the general retreat of the enemy ; and the victorious garrifon and commander re- 
ceived all the honours and applaufe which a grateful country could confer. 

The city of Lifle was threatened early in September, and on the twenty-third the 
eleftors of the department of the north, who were aflembled there, tranfmitted a 
public aft to the legiflative body, in which they fwear, that " they would be buried under 
the ruins of the town, rather th.m abandon their port." As the poffeffion of this city 
was confidered by the Auftrians of the utmoft importance to their views, no expence 
was fpared to effect its reduction. On the twenty-ninth the duke of Saxe-Tefchen, who 
was appointed by the court of Vienna to this comand, fummoned the town to furreader 3 
on pain of being delivered up to the horrors of war. The anfwer of the council general 
of the commons was at once modeft and fpirited : " We have juft renewed' our oarh , to 
be faithful to the nation, and to maintain liberty and equality, or die at our port. We 
will not perjure ourfelves." On that day the Auftrian batteries began to play upon the 
town, and were directed for upwards of a week to that quarter which was inhabited by 
the poor clafs of citizens. The principal motive for this proceeding was evidently, that 
by diftreffing them in particular, they might be rendered mutinous and feditious, and in- 
duced to rife upon the magiftrates and commanders, in order to force them into a capitu- 
lation. In this the enemy was difappointed ; for on the contrary, infpired with a degree 
of heroifm proportioned to their danger, thefe very citizens caufed the keys of the city 
to be carried into the great fquare and hung upon the tree of liberty ; and at the fame 
time pa(Ted a refolution, that whoever prefumed to remove them for the purpofe -of 
delivering up the city, fhould be punifhed with inftant death. This fpirited refolution the 
citizens of Lifle fupported with (what (hould always acompany true patriotifm) order and 

difcipline. They formed themfelves into feveral companies, to each of which were aflign- 
ed its proper fundtions and ftation. Every precaution was taken to prevent the mifchievous 

effects from the bombardment, and a number of women and children were conftantly 
employed in knocking out the fufes to prevent the explofion. The city, however, was 
loon reduced to a heap of ruins ; and the inhabitants were compelled to take up their 
refidence in temporary huts,' or in vaults and cellars, which were formed into a kind of 
cafemates, by the immenfity of rubbiih heaped upon them. The churches and public 
buildings were almoft all deftroy ed ; but the valour, patriotifm,. and virtue of the inhabi- 
tants increafed with theiT diftrefs; and as foon as a family was driven from its habitation 
by the devaluations of the artillery, it was hofpitably incorporated with another. To the 
fixth of October at noon. the fire was inceflant; (hells, red-hot balls,, and every inftru- 
ment of deftru£tion, were fhowered. upon the devoted city. The princefs Ohriilina, 
lifter to the duke of Saxe-Tefchen, with her whole court, attended to view the brilliant 
fpe£tacle, and in the hope of enjoying the triumph of conqueft. It is even faid that the 
princefs herfelf applied the match to Tome of the engines of deftruction. As the garrifon 
was too final! to wafte its forpe in Tallies, .nothing of that kind was attempted but its 
courage and indefatigable afliduity are beyond, encomiums \ and marefchal Rualt, .the 
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commander, deferves to be recorded with every mark of refpett. It is computed that 
the Auftriari batteries tired upwards of thirty thoufand red-hot balls and fix thoufand 
bombs upon the city, exclufive of the fire of one of the fineft battering-trains that ever 
appeared in the field. Notwithftanding this, the whole lofs of both garrifon and people 
did not exceed five hundred, three-fourths of whom were women and children. The 
Auftrians had flattered themfelves with being able to maintain this poft, fhould they have 
fucceeded in their plan for its reduction, notwithftanding the retreat of the combined 
armies : but finding themfelves utterly deceived in their expectations, on the feventh and 
eighth of Oftober they began to break up their camp, and the fiege was raifed. 

The arms of France, at this period, were victorious in every quarter. The king 
of Sardinia had long been regarded as hoftile to the revolution. He had been among 
the firft to encourage and aflift the emigrants ; he had acceded to the treaty of Pilnitz ; 
he had arrefted the French ambaffador Semonville on the frontiers, on pretences allowed 
afterwards to be groundlefs ; he had encreafed his armaments in Savoy, and filled the 
fortrefs of Montmelian with troops ; and after the affair of the tenth of Augufl he had 
held a congrefs of the foreign minifters, to deliberate on a plan for invading France. 
That plan was, however, deferred. It was upon thefe reafons that the national afFembly, 
on the fixteenth of September, declared w;r againfl: the king of Sardinia; and about 
the twentieth general Montefquieu entered the territories of Savoy, preceded by the fol- 
lowing laconic proclamation, " In the name of the French nation ; war againfl defpots ; 

peace and liberty to the people." He defcribes his march as " a triumph" — He was 
every where' received with joy, and troops flocked to his ft and an! from every part 
A deputation from Chambery waited on him almoft as foon as he pafled the boundary, and 

on the twenty-firft he proceeded with a detachment to take pofleflion of that city. The 

municipality waited for him at the gate in their drefs of ceremony to deliver up the 
keys ; and teftified, in 
French nation— At the 

invited them to an entertainment he had .prepared for the purpofe — As a mark of 
confidence, he left the Hotel de Ville in the cuftody of their own town guards, a circurn- 
fiance which was received with every expreflion of fatisfaction and regard by the 



warm terms, the cfteem in which the people of Savoy held the 

Hotel de Ville he received the homage of all the citizens, and 



citizens— after this the whole country of Savoy fubmitted without refinance ; he then 
bent his Heps to Geneva. 

The conqueft of Savoy had fpread an inftant alarm over the neighbouring ftates, and 
the ariftocratic faction in Geneva in particular felt no inconfiderable portion of uneafinefs* 
From the neighbouring Swifs cantons this party demanded a garrifon of one thoufand fix 
hundred men, while a democratic party in the city were clamorous for placing the re- 
public under the protection of the French. Montefquieu prefented hunfelf before the 
city ; the ariftocracy were alarmed ; they extended the olive-branch to the French 
general, and the diipute terminated with the difmiffion of the Swifs garrifon, and the 
withdrawing of the French troops from the vicinity of Geneva. 

The democratic party in Paris, confidered the conduft of the general on this occafion, 
as very fufpicious ; it was alleged to be the effett of bribery, and charges of peculation 
were at the fame time laid againfl: him by a fadtion at Paris, which induced him to xcine 
to 'S witzerland. 

' Vol. IV, 2 Z 
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At- the hfad.of another? body of trootp.s general . Anfclm., who. had . been bred an - ecclefi - 
afttc, croffed the Yar, and. on, the t wen tyr ninth of September, took, poffeifion .of, Nice. In 
this enterprize : he was, fuppqr ted by : the; c admiral. Truguet with nine. fail of 

the line. The city, was. evaluated by the Piedmpntefe iuijnedwtely upon: the- appearance 
of the French. Villa Eraflca, .the, fortrefs of Mqntalbap^ and the, whole, country of Nice 
immediately fubmitted.. Upon, the firft arrival q£ the general, his popularity, among the 
Pied montefe was confiderab.ie, and. they appeared warmly attached to .the. revolution ; but 
the exceffes, of. that general fqqn produced;, a . difaffe&ion, ' which- occafi6.ned.his, difraiflion 

and confinement. 

- * * - 

An, affair which took. place, at Onaglia, . contributed alfo . to, injure, the, popularity of 
the, French ~ini Sardinia*' Qn the v twenty.-third. of , O&pber admiral Truguet, arrived in 
that port, and. iffued,a ; prqcla^^ leu aft union. .with, .the .French 

na,tio£ ; cap^ti- D.uchay la, was r fent; und.ej; :gr!otej5ioa.Qf. a ; , flag !r of . truce to r prefent it to 
th^inagi.ftrare^ and the admiral.fo.Upwed wjth...hk fhi|>>, ordering, the.o.tber.veffels, to 
keep r w,ell 0$, the fhofte., The ppopbi feigned to. rec.eive,.the..boat ,wiih: irjendfhipy. but at 
the. moment . Duchayla ^w&s , preparing, to. ■ ad;cir efs thern,, , he , was, , alfailed by a,, volley 1 of 
mufquetry, in \^hich f; an r aid.-de-camp, of . nj^r^fch?!, : LahQ.ulter>, two, midfhipmen^ and. 
fojuri^amen, in f th 4 e r fame boat were ki t lle.d 3 aijdftheeap/ain, himfelf and: the. adjulant- 
general.wounded v 

Tliejnagiftr^tes affefted^to.exqufe^tliepi^l.ves^, but the admiral, refolv^d.to infli£i;fi.gnal 
pujn^TOent^fQi: , this, treachery ; a^fpo^as f the,.bpat.was outrof further, danger the troops. , 
under .marefchaL Lahoulier, \v*ere r landed, and . ordered to attack, the : towiu, o!L,.one,fid.e,. 
while the/quadrpn-drppped. their anchprs ; w4thirL.piftol-.fhot,,,aq,d. bati6rad..it.,tQ,r.uin,,j.. the. 
pla&e,' wasydejiyjered* up^tpj glunjie^ , an.d fefc oni .fir<e. ihyfqvejzil, places^. 

Trhe n conqueft? .of Quftin.e Jn the. cirele,o£: the; Upper, Rhine, were, not! lefs-brilJiani than. 
thpfe o£ his,' cpljeagues, .. It was, with, conA4erable;di(Ec]ult,y r !.frpni;. the.. badnefs.of.the. 
roads, and. ..the, quality of rain, ; . that could; cpllecfrhis army. a* -Landau, by -the ..twenty-. 
ninth-pt.SeptembeX' On, that morning^ hpw.eyer, he.proce.eded to wards. Spines,,, which he. 
reached on the. . follpwing r day r . Hp , found ,the, AnfWan.s , drawa* :Up. ; in-, order of battle 
before Spir.es,. having^ on. their, right .a^.emfaenqe,,, which; is. above.. the .gate .that looks. 
tow^ds.Wprn$,;' a^^yin^befoire; them*, and, their le/t,extended,among t fo.me .gardens fur- . 
rounded with thick hedges. In this pofition the general did not hefita.te to, attaek.them, 
an(i r fo6n r .fqrced ^theni.-toi.retreat., withjn T the > wa|is; of the., city... Haying jtried.for a ihort 
tin^..tq. fp^fe, the^ ; g^e&; wifli-, cannon,., .andi per.ceiying the.ardpr, of , his', troops,., general/ 
C qftinej . prppofed, ; . tp : . cuf,; ,the,m f dp.wn ; with-, axies,-, and. the. , proppiat was, . eagerly. ,reoei.ved' 
bjfithej foidiers, . The,. ga,te&. werp, fpeecjily' dpmpliJhed,; and.thefFiencb ruihedinto the, 
towtij w^h 0 tb^-; ui)iaV,.iiftpp^p$jty .;• . bu^the enemy,-. . wno had,taken..poueffi6ii.o£,all.the.. 
adjacent ,ho5^8, 0 : co.m?a.^pj;§d j a.he.a?5y ; and t deftrucltiye ,firfi-.u.pon t them,. almoft-.as foon as-. 

thejVentered,: Fortunately generaUCu.ftinP'had ,taken, the, .precaution. to. :place at.theihead ; 
of the' columns fome howitzers ano^ eigjitpoundej-s, ,which..enaWed,himito r ral'.y .his v troops; 
whpj.wi&r^ in E fpmfcdegre^^ifprderpd r at c by. the ( ,viplence o;f. the .difchargp ,of..mufquetry 
iVq^jthe.np^fesi., T;he, r Auft.riat>Sc,had, hp^eypr,, apparently, np; intention, of. maintaining 
thelrj gr : o^und;;.they, ; imm^ialelyv, retreafe$J 9 ... ; and t le& C.uftine ... mafter , ofi'.the ,city f t The, 
French on this occafion took upwards of three thoiifand prifoners, befides at ggeat 4»aCf- . 

tity of cannon, and howitzers. 
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The capture- <st Worms by Neuvigner, with a detachment from Caftffte'* army, Imrnz* 
diatelv- fucceeded that, of Spires, and the movements of the French were fa rapid, that 



the enemy- had not found it poffiblc to remove their (lord; and an i;r*m;fl?e rpsntity 
therefore of every kind was found in this place. Cuftine laid the biftk>p, the chap? 
and the magistrates under a heavy contribution ; the lof* of the Auflrian* in men wai alf* 
confiderable- 

On the nineteenth of O&obcr, in the midft of henvv win, general Offline b? fnrce >t 
marehes-arrived before Mentz. The ftate of the fortrcfTe* was prevhudy well kno^n ro 
him ; and the; garrifon amounted to about fix thoufand men. On the twcnfi^Th he fuw- 
moned the governor to furrender, v/ho anfwered that he m^tn! to cl-fenc! the fnv/n f but 
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requefted 'till the twertty-firft to confidcr. In the mean rime the garrifm never c»afe;f 
their? fire *; but to end- it, Cuftine again wrote to the governor? a ctph i\ i'jju w<h 
agreed' upon, the chief article of which ivaa char the garrifon ffnuh! n**>f fcrve in the 
war for the fpace of one ycar j and on the twenty-firft the g-irrifon marched %yi' v/vh 
hon'ors of war. 

Frankfort fell into the hands* of this viciori'Mi* cnmni^n^f o*i ?*r: rtrcrs f y-?*;!r.! ' ? 
October. In confequence of the. protection a;ul aiTi(t/*rsc^ v.hr;J; f::;: ci:y ^iv: r > r'. . 
emigrants, . Guftine- thought proper to itnpofe oh Jin; mariUra:*;* a fin* of m:?;i<-<:i 
five' hundred thoufand florins; but on their representation hs v;at r.ftrr .var:?* induced 
to remit the five hundred thoufand. 

The enlarged and ardent ambition of the <^ncral would hiv* p*;f?<?*ra?e.? f* ».M-;r»'/ f 
that? noted receptafcle of 'the- enemies of French liberty: in chit «?n? :ng r,r< : yA: \>z r^m. 
plained- that f he- was'difappointcd by (he tardinefs and frfactftfcv of Keilerr; tn. H * 4 *ifi,r J 
that general to pals the Sarre and the Mofclle, dtr/ cUy to Treves and (!c!:I:n!z f ar*d 
leave a /fmair party 'to watch the motions of the Frullfon* in their rstroi:. Kcdkrman 
however vindicated himfelf by flaring, that after Dum^nrkr left htm, he hvJ nor more 
than, fifteen' thoufand men 1 under his command, and Valence r.r> rrt-<re than fonr'esft 
thoufand; the Pruflians amounted to upwards of fifty five thoufand men* a fid c^n- 
fequently' he was neither able to penetrate fuch a body, nor did hj think it fofe t<* leave 
the French territory open to their incurfiom. 

. Thgrrgeneral difappointcd in this -favorite mcafure, ft ill proceeded to t rsfeftd hh ein- 
quefts in the dominions of the prince of Heffe. By the union of the Vruffma with fhit 
Heffians and Auftrians, however, a check was put upon hh career before the termination 
of the campaign. On the fecond of December the Fruffian* appeared before Franfcfor?, 
a plot bad been ^previoufly concerted between fome of the burgher* and the Frufiraft com- 
mander for the admiffion of a body of troops to furprize the French garrifon, one r<f the 
g^tes was accordingly betrayed, and the French to the number of fifteen hundred were 
butchered 'with circumflanccs of cruelty ami torture unfurpaffed ; thokxtho efcaped the 
firft'flaughter were taken in cold blood thencKt day, their hand* chopped ofFwsth arts? ami 
fent with the bleeding flumps naked to Mcntz. The principal ailori irt this favage treachery 
were-Heflian foldiers purpofely difguifed as pcafants and carpenter.?, provided mthdhtp 

axes with which they hewed down the doors of every houfe to which thsYtettih had re- 
tired for refuge or to maintain refinance j the French fcatrered and betrayed an they were 
fdd their lives dearly, they rallied in fuch parties as accident threw together, and vkh 

fueh: weapons, as * firft prefented themfette?, but the body gf troops that z&Utid taftip. 
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port the enterprize, were too powerful for efredtual refiftance. After the furrender of the 
city the French lines were attacked, and a fmart action took place j the gallantry of the 
French was highly diftinguHhed ; for although the Pruilians amounted to fifty th^ufand men 
and theFrench only to twenty-three thoufand, the latter maintained their ground in a (harp 
cpnili6: of five hours, and by able and fteady evolutions took a ftrong pofition in a wood, 
where they kept the enemy completely in check. 

Perhaps the whole hiftory of mankind fcarcely includes a pi&ure fo (Inking; of the 
furprifing . efFe&s refulting from the enthufiafm of liberty, as the ftate of France at this 
moment prefented. Aftuated by this fpirit, the hafty levies of undifciplincd peafants 
were at once converted into regular armies. Battalions, conipofed chiefly of beardlefs 
boys, chafed from the field the difciplined legions of Germany and Pruffia ; and though 
checked by no military fyftem, no code of war, no (table authority, this principle 
alone was fufficient to retain them in order and fubordination. - Even the female fee 
partook in the general patriotifm, and many of them proved equal in courage and con- 
duct to ours. Not only the filler of general Anfelm, and the two mils Fer nigs, who 
ferved as aids-de-camp to general Dumourier, and another young woman who afted 
s aid-de-camp to Cuftine ; but many others of theFrench women, diftinguHhed them- 

felves by the mod heroic exertions ; and even the artillery was frequently ferved by 

female patriots, who, regardlefs of natural or habitual weaknefs and imbecility, by 
their fpirit and activity compenfated for the want of that force and vigour which has 
hitherto been exclufively attributed to men. 
v The period now approached when the affembly was to accomplifh its relinquilhment to the 
people of the exercife of their power on the ferious queftions involving the fate ot the king. 
Their acts fince the tenth of Auguft principally confifted of meafures preparatory for 
the approaching convention, or of a defenfive kind. Among their laft a£ts, however, 
was one in its nature deeply connected with the morals and happinefs of fociety. It was 
the law concerning marriage and divorce. The abufes which fprung from the barbarous 
feudal inftitution of hereditary defcentby primogeniture, the vice and mifery produced by 



a 



the incongruous and unequal diftribution of property under this monftrous regulation, 
the fupport which its exiftence had fuxnilhed to tyranny and injuftice, pointed out the ne- • 
ceffity of abolifliing it at a very early ftage of the revolutiom; but there ftill r^m&ihed 
to be cured evils partly originating in the fame fource, and fupport ed byjprejudices and '■ 
errors of another and equally pernicious character. The amazing fabric of the Romifh 
church, had in a feries of 3ges gradually combined a fyftem of maxims and principles of 
difcipine calculated to maintain an abfolute dominion over every paflion and feeling of man. 
Thole maxims which originally appeared but as rules of practice, had by the cunning arid 
luft of power that has in all ages marked the priefthood, been converted into articles of 
faith ; thus, the civil inftitutions of fociety were conftituted facramental rites, and 
the functions became neceifarily attached to thofe whofe lives by being devoted to the fer- 

vice of religion, had obtained in dark times that reverence from fuperftition which was 
due to the deity only. Thus the i'orm of marriage from being a fubjedt of civil ordina- 
tion was ordained a facrament; and the ceremonial from being a virtuous contract 
entered into in the name of God and according to law, was made to affume the appear- 
ance of necromancy, with 4ts fymboiical lights, fprinklings, and rings, emblematical of 

-divinity, purity, and eternity. An irregular but incoherent fanaticifm, the ordinary effeft 



179 2.] LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. i$ 7 

of truth breaking in upon vigorous but defective intellects, had rent the veil which fc 
feveral ages had fan&ified this fuperftitious mummery ; but though the hupofmon vrzt 
expofed, and difarrayed of its titular fan£tity, the form and practice wa^ retained by the 
priefthood even of the moft rigid of the reformed, without any remarkable exception but 
that of the quakers. 

America among the numerous lights which her revolution had thrown upon the theory 
of free governmet, furnifhed the tirft example of the civil reftorathn of the primitive 
marriage ordination ; and as the Americans had derived much of their theory from French 
writers, fo they in return appeared eager to improve upon American practice* Accordingly 
the marriage contract was made wholly civil, and committed to the magift racy, and the 
law was made to embrace the power of divorce and the concerns of the oSpring. 

The care of female children was wholly confided to the mother, as well as the male" 
to their feventhyear, at which period the latter were to become the particular objects of 
paternal care ; it was provided, however, that any other difpofition mutually agreed upon 
by the parents fhould be legal, fo that it fhould not be incompatible with their happinefs 
or the diftribntive equality of property. In difputed cafes arbitrators were to be chofen 
from thenearefl: kindred. The parents were to contribute equally to the maintenance of 
the children, in proportion to their property, whether under the father or mother* The 
parties divorced could neither of them contract a new marriage for one year. 

The intention of this law appears to has been directed by benevolence ; to nations of 
lefs fenfibility, whofe ideas and education are not regulated with the fame regard for do- 
meftic happinefs, who do no like the French make every focial purfuit fubordinate and 
infirumental. to the. freedom, chearfulnefs, and reciprocal diffusion of happinefs and the 
conftant affociation- of the fexes— to fuch nations this law will appear fraught with violence 
to mafculine {uperiority, and with danger to femenine weaknefs , but without refecting that 
the habits of affumed fuperiority, while they obftruct focial enjoyment, produce fhac very 
\veaknefsj which is not to be found where aufterity and diflanceis not maimained. 

But it mult be.acknowleged that the hatred of abufes, and of everything belonging to 
the ancient regimen, appears rn this and other inftances to have been carried :to an extreme 
of refinement. Perhaps that part of the law of divorce which makes incompatibility of 
temper a fufficient caufe^ is liable to confiderable abufe, notwithftanding the control under 
which it operates. Another circurnftance marks the rapid change from devotion to the 
reje&ion of cuftoms long fah£tifred in the mental lethargy of defpotifni. The rector ol 
the church of St. Laurent invited the affembly of their fection to attend the funeral 
fervice to be performed for thofe. patriots who had fallen on the tenth of Auguft, but the 
doctrine of purgatory had loft: it advocates, and the following anfwer was fent to the rector*- 
" The matyrs of liberty, our brave brethren, who fell on the tenth of Auguft, have 
no need of being, excufed or recommended to a juft, good, and merciful God ; the 
blood which they have fhed for their country, effaces all their faults, and gives than a 
claim; to the beneficence of the deity. 

" What — fhall we go and offer u&our prayers to the divinity, that he may not con- 
demn our brethren to the punifhmenfe of enternal fire? This would be offering an infult 
to him — it would be telling him that he is the moft ferocious, the mod abfurd, and the 
moft ridiculous of all beings* God, fir is juft: our brethren confequently enjoy a per* 

iefit happinefs, which nothing , can deftrof : bad citizens: alone can doubt it* 

* Vol. IV. 3 A 
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" Shew us upon your altar -pieces the glorious vi&ims of liberty, crowned with 
flowers, and occupying the place of St. Crifpin and St. Evenfin. 

Subftitute fongs of liberty for the abfurd hymns afcribed to that ferocious David— 
that crowned monfter — that Nero of the Hebrews, whofe leaft crime was his having 
affaflinated a hufband, in order that he might fleep more conveniently with his wife. 
We fhall then unite with* yo.u in celebrating together that God, who imprinted on the 
heart of man that inftinft which excites in him the love of liberty." 

About this time the national affembly, confidering the urgency of determining the 
fate of the clergy who had refufed to take the oath prefcribed by law, decreed, cc that all 
fuch who do not depart the kingdom within fourteen days after the notification of the 
decree by the fe&ion, wherein they refide, (hall be fent into perpitual exile, to that 
part of South America called Cayenne. — Each clergyman conforming to this decree, 
is allowed three livres for every eight leagues, and will receive a paffport, containing his 
defcription and place of deftination. Non-compliance after receipt of the paffport, or re- 
turning from banifhmant, to be punifhed with ten years imprifoment. Perfons infirm and 
above fixty years of age were exempted from the operation of this decree/ 5 

On the twenty -firft of September the affembly met for the lafttime : ' Francois of Neuf- 
chateau acquainted them that as a deputation was about to wait upon them from the 
convention, he would move that after having ciofed their proceedings they fhould repair 
to the Thuilleries and pay their refpe&s to the reprefentatives of the nation, .The mo- 
tion was unanimoufly agreed to- The prefident foon after announced the attendance of 
twelve comrniffioners from the convention, who entered the hall with reiterated applaufe. 

Gregoire, bifhop of Bloife, fpoke in hehalf of the commmiflion — " Citizens, the 
national convention is conftituted. We are deputed to inform you thereof." The pre- 
fident replied — " The enthufiafm infpired by your prefence, is a proof of the impa- 
tience with which the legiflative affembly waited for you. We are going to wait on the 
convention, toaffure it of our profound refpeft and fubmiflion to its decrees." — The 

prefident then faid — " The legiflative affembly declares that its fittings are ciofed." 

Thus terminated after a year's exiftence, that ftormy Iegiflature, under which, faid 
Briffot, public fpirit made fuch a rapid progrefs, and the French nation marched with 
giant ftrides towards a republic. The charafterof this affembly has been varioufly eftr- 
mated, but the characters have been didated by hoftile prejudices, and appeared rather 

_ as cariacatures than likeneffes. By the royalift it has been reprefented as undermining 
the throne without intermiflion — by the fa&ious and diforderly, as meanly obfequious to 

. the will of the court — but the difpaffionate obferver alone confiders it as neither one nor 
the other, though bearing external appearances of both j in truth, like all bodies of men 
in unfettled times, it exhibited verfatility in its principles and meafures ; but thefe changes 
. were not fo much the effeft of immediate weaknefs, of inftability in the affembly itfelf, as of 

..the influence of external events. Their .fituation was novel, their duties were complex, 
arduous and difficult ; they had a conftitution to fupport, fecretly oppofed by its principal 
. agent ; an internal combination of noble and facerdotai difaffettion to counteract ; and 
; foreign intrigue fecretly fomenting the fuel of fedition and difcord, and pervading fociety 
.—in league with the court, fpreading corruption even into the affembly itfelf. 

. i: Its meafures could not then be the refult of forefight, for they were generally expedients 

iidated by neceflity i thefe expedients were alfo varied , and fometimes oppofite, butthey 
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were likewife the refults of the variform oppofition which they hv\ to refill. Th:fe wefe 



? r m -# 



in it; a number of members whole habitual ffcuciies, whofc philanthropy, v fi *;' 
difpofed them for every fentiment in favor of freedom, and the treachery of v-'m ^ fVry 
were witneffes not only ftrengthened their opinions but incited to their pMcti^l re-,'?,: 'i n* 



There were were no doubt weak men in the affembly, and font? whofc b'. ir? <d-: v :*•'/! 




* » - 



pure 

thrown into a&ive life by the convulfions of the revolution, appeared intti fat the p:r- 
petuation of diforder. Of the latter however, the aflenthly did no? afford f> mmy *n 
the convention which fuccceded it ; but their connection with a number of fitr/ihf cha- 
racters' iu the capital, renderc i their activity and power over the public pafiorij, of the 
moft ferious importance in fuch critical circumftancc 

The fpirit of party, which had in the early progrcf3 of the revolution hctn dirr-rd K7 
different paths to the corre&ion of abufes, had in the moment* of fuccefi i^vn v/rr-s. 
up by contention into an emulation for power ; the former difcrimiriation* of royah 
conftitutionalifts, and republicans gradually difappcared beneath the encrcafm;; danger of 
the country and the machinations of the court; (he conflitution affaiied by the cxee'iti*.* 
whofe power it limitted, and hy the republicans who faw in it the uv^n* * f r*:vitin^ i%y\ 
perpetuating the national evils, was abandoned to the weak fuppnrt nf a f;w fta:ur^ n;*:i 
and a fmaller number of courtiers a&ing under themalk of moderation. 

The great' majority of the alfembly were republican; upon principle, *U > c*nA f h 
the court had converted many others, and the popular clubs and publication: h.t-J (n?;t* 
tirely engroffed the public mind, as to leave no predominant paffion but tb.*' nf conflic- 
ting a republic. Upon this point all difcufTion centered from the pemd wf;<-n the hra*n 
powers had unveiled their defigns ; the purpofed flight and ronfpiracy, fM.tra'cJ by tl,^ 
affair of the tenth of Auguft:, opened the fiehrtoa new divifum of parfiu*, %hkh jjfea'Iy 

influenced the fubfequcnt fortunes and misfortunes of France* 

Many of the important tranfactfons of (he revolution are involved in myftery to fatten 
nations, becaufe the characters and titles of parties which produced them have beer* con- 

ftantly confounded, either through the artifice of opponents or the mifapproprfa'ion of 
general defcriptions to diflinct and difconncctcd perfon* and ciaiTc* of men* In fkcfchinp; 
the hiftory of the Jacobins, we noticed the changes which that foctcfy ha J ft n\*tt fitly 
undergone by the retirement of fotnc and the acccllion of other members, 2nd *e hxrc 
noticed that contention which took place upon the cflablifhrncnr of the rival chri of 
Feuillans, or friends of the conftUtithu^ compofed principally of thcearlicft member* of the 
Jacobins. Thefe and fucceeding changes are highly illultrative of the even?? of rhe fete* 
ral periods, becaufe they completely eltablifh this great truth, that the revolutionary pro* 

grefs was not the effeft of any uniform plan, nor of the union of anyone body or tlaf* 

of perfons, but the inevitable effect of various efforts — of bodies varioufly rompofcd 
flu&uating in number and influence — oppofed by other bodies, often compofed of indivi- 
duals who had on other occafions ranged on that fide to which they were now oppofecf* 
Thus the Jacobin club in the progrefs of the revolution had on its Mil of members afmoft 
every name that has been diftinguifhed by talents or patriotism For feme time prior to 

the feaftof the confederation in 1792 its popularity had confidently declined, Boifier* 
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qms declamation ani artful violence had fupplanted perfuafive and enlightening eloquence, 

thepafiions were addreffed at the expence of reafon ; ambitious and fupple demagogues 
Had taken the place of philofophers and patriots- Robefpierre who had no other field 



for his reftlefs fpirit to range in, by his exclufion from the fecond legislature, had bent 



nil his energies to 
the critical nature 



traordinarv character, and others who are alrnoft forgotten in the fupremacy of his crimes. 





his ardor and audacity, had procured him the preernmency and 
guidance cf this club, and at the fame- time a vaft intluence in the feftions of Paris ; but 
whether it was from hatred of this violence, from fufpicion of the perfons who produced 
it, or from jealoufy of their power, or perhaps all together, a ichifm took place, by 
which the jacobins loft the great talents and reputation of thofe members who were defig- 
nated by the title of the Giro nde party. 

. From the moment of the- feparation of the Gironde from the Jacobins, the feeds of 
an unextiaguifliabie jealoufy were fown ; and the emulation of party and the race for 
power was purfued with redoubled ardour. The call of the federates to Paris was a 




fure of the Gironde, and it put them in pofleiSon of that power which decided the 



inues of the tenth of Augulu Their fuccefs on tins cccafion was aided by the co-opera- 
tion of Danton and Manuel, with whom they had no inter courfe but as legiflators j but 

the Jacobins, jealous of their fuccefs had employ ed t heir utmoft induftry to fraternize 
with the federates. The name anc* the hall of the jacobins were favourable to their wi&es ; 



the Girondifts now held no public club ; and the invafton of the frontiers and the em- 
bodying the people en-maffe accomplilhed the union that was defired, and which was 
completely eitahli&ed by the fatal fecond of September. 

Thofe attrocities were in theinfeives fuffieiently horrible to demand the fevered fcrutiny 
after the authors, and the Gironde party had been peculiarly eager to profecute the en- 
quiry and to denounce the perpetrators. This zeal of theirs was attributed to their 
refentments againft the Jacobins, whofe leaders were generally believed to have con- 
tributed if not abetted the raaiTacre. The hatreds of the two parties were thereby 
encreafed, and produced charges of fecret correfpondence and defigns to reftore the 
king againft the Gironde, who retorted with aceufaltions of tyrannical defigns againft 

their opponents. 

Thus two parties were formed inveterate in their hatred of each other, but agreeing 
in a common refolution againft the reftoration of royalty, and for the eftabliihment of a 
republic: they concurred without preconcert in taking the power from the hands of the 
king, but they ftruggled to fecore it refpe&ively in their own. But it is necefiary to mark 
jfome further diftin&ions of party, which particularly in the convention havebeen confound- 
ed with thefe. Another party has been frequently|confidered as the fame with the Jacobins ; 
the mountain? fo called from its occupying the elevated feats to the right hand of the pre- 
fident, at firft by accident but afterwards from choice. This party was firft led by Dan- 
ton, whofe powerful voice and energy of mind, gained him fo much regard in the aflem- 
biy. In the convention this party was corapofed of Rebefpierre, who always attached 
himfelf tq the moft ;bold and popular chara&ers, Camille Defmouliris, Thuriot, Bazirfc, 
Billaud,, Qhabat, Tallien 5 Marat, and others not exceeding feventy members of the con- 
vention. But though tbefe generally a&ed together, they were not all members of the 
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Jacobins ; Dan ton though he occafionaHy rifircd that club, 

Cordeliers, its rival in revolutionary energy, and fahfequenffr in ticIscc, s> herr 3!ar^t tsn-> 
was alfo a member had obtained the command of z foriou; populace 

The left fide of the convention has been alfo ca!!H the Gironde, zhmvpi fereral cf 
the raoft diftinguifhed members on that fide, as BrrTot, Ccndorce:, Kerfzint, Loader* 
Buzot, Rabaut, Lafource, Barbarous:, Carra, and others were reprefenrarircs of nthtr 
departments; the rcnrefentatires of that department were Gaud fir, Genforne, Yer^niaird, 
Ducos, Fonfrede, Duplaftticr, and Lacaze, and indeed all men of xaler.t ; their crrioa ap- 
pears to have been the mere etTect of fentiment, and few of that fide fecm to hare 
acted on any occalion by preconcert, for on the important tranfa&ion of the trial of the 
king, we ihall find them very much differing from each other, and even oppofed on very 
important points. The utmoft number of thofe who were in any cafe cenfidered as cf the 
Gironde party, did not exceed one hundred and fifty, and even among thefe were acluai 
members of the Jacobins, as Louvet and Buzot : but it was the art of Robefpierre when 
any member voted on a different fide from himfelf and the mountain, to ftigraatize him as 
n member of the Gironde, who he alleged were in league with Orleans. 

It is eafy to conceive what influence this ft ate of things muft produce on the fate of the 
king* The Gironde were proud of their appellation of true republicans, and they profefied 
the moderation that belongs to that character ; but fuch was the ftate of their circuraftances 

that there appeared no means to preferve their honor but the raoft inflexible fpirit of 
jnftice in the convention ; for many people yet afte&ed to difhelieve or really doubted the 
finifter defigns of the court, and if he fhould by intrigue or the treachery of their op- 
ponents be acquitted, they who had defeated the defigns of the tenth of Auguft, and 
prevented the flight, would be in the eyes of the people deemed guilty of the worft of 
treafons. 

The oppofite party faw the fituation of their opponents, but equally bent on obtaining 
power, they dreaded the acquittal of the king more than the Gironde ; whom they def- 
paired not of difcomfitting by the intrepidity and refources which they poflefled in a fupe- : 
rior degree. 

It is defervingof remark, that the fame imputation has been attached to the Cordeliers, 
from the circumftance of Laclos being a member of that club, and the unceafing friend 
of Orleans. ' Marat and Robefpierre have been like wife charged with atting under 
the fame influence ; but however deferving of reproach the moral chara&er of Philip 
duke of Orleans, and his vices do not appear to have been in any degree greater than* 
thofe of his relations, there has not yet appeared any evidence to authorife the remotefi" 
belief, that he entertained a defign on the throne : his early vices indeed furnifh a lively 
warning to public men of that diftruft which they never fail to attach upon the character % 

it is more than prooable that had his life been diftinguifhed by afts of virtue, he might 
ftill have lived a profperous citizen. But his fituatidn from every circumftance was befet 
with difficulty and danger ; hated by the court for his love of liberty, which he had mani- 
fefted long before the revolution ; hated by enthufiafts for his relation to the Bourbons ; 
fufpe&ed by the virtuous on account of his early debaucheries ; fufpedted by numbers who 
were aftoniihed at the facrifices he made ; thus he became fufpe&ed by every party, becaufe 
in fa£t he voted uniformly independent of any, and was confequently at times oppofed to dif* 

Vol. IV. A * B 
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ferent fidesi j upon an examination of his conduct and bh fpeechea through his whole 

ppUtical life, their uniformity and confiftency are remarkable, and thofe who have been 
xnoft a&ive in fixing opprobrium on his character at laft are reduced to one point, his con* 
dn@L upon the trial of the king ; which after all will be examined by pofterity, and produce 
the enquiry, wherein did his conduft differ from that of the Gr acchiif But the' 
refentn^epts. and jealoufies of party, and the thirft of power, common to both of the 
factions,, now about to confume in their contentions every former fource of power and every- 
future fe^rof, rivalry, unhappily embraced- characters in whofe fall the,brighteft powers, 
ctf genius we^ united, with the moft- exemplary virtues. ; and prefents to freemen the great 
ajnd/never tot be forgotten truth, that defpotifm which is fo baleful to the exiftence of 
jpQXals, in its overthrow produces alfo, the deftruttion of the advocates of virtue itfelf; 
for a^ong the caufes of, the fatal contentions, that diftra£i;ed France, the. machinations of 
the eternal enemy and. the agents of fallen royalty muft be confidered as the authors of 
J^an.y jealoufies'. Every revolution has exhibited the treachery of ftruggling defpotifm £ 
t|ie ^ffaffin^tloiis ••coBimrtted in the revolt: of the. Batavians from the yoke of Spain, and: 
of the Helvetians by their Carman tyrants, are fcarcely ever intruded on the obfervationof; 
riling ^erajtjpns, becaufe literature in its moft flouriftiing abodes has hitherto been obliged" 
£pr ^ for the fenfitive feelings of men < inverted with 

^^^^P^-}^^o readily concurred in erafing from^ her inftruftive: pages , thofe' 
tranfa€l:ions ^whicji refl[e£t diflipnqr on. the burnan chara&er. Even the Americaarevolu-: 
tio^faTecentl^ accpm has exhibited the -fame - fenguinajy fpirit, the fame feeret* and. 

deadly treachery, oppofed; ta its virtuous ftruggles againft tyranny ; the proscriptions, 
-jft^ffacres and biornings, the remorfelefs butcheries of Wyoming and Egg-harbour already 
appear as the fables of a remote and barbarous age ; they excite 210 fympathies they pro- 
voke .no caution, they afford no moral ! Nor was this revolution, fo . clofely interknit 
ftom its example and effe&, witlv that - of France, free ' from that contention ~ that co- 
operation againft'defpotifm,. and that ftruggle to pqflsfs its power, which has chara&erifed 
others, and which appears to be a component part of human nature. Even before her in- 
dependence was yet eftablifhed, this fpirit of two factions prevailed, the one fupporting 

in^x^nis qf - government allied to defpotifm, diffimilar in external appearance but always 

I^odqcing it y the : oth^r zealous for the ftnipleft and moft .diffufive principles/ It was in 
thsiio,ment w;h<?n the; feal ; was.yet w^rm on the bond of her independence, that? this -ex- 

\ ^ordinary avidity,' this.Iuftof rule : a(nd authority was moft conspicuous — Ah!' has it yet 
'"^fpdto t .operg't^.? . Happy had it; be?n for France,* had Briffot and his great compatriots 

, Maftifed that moderation; which philofophy taught them, : and which was 

* 

^WAth the purity of . their lives ; had : they like Frankl in been content with the glory of oyer * 
whelming. the tyrant-r-rrwith the immortality they hac? obtained, and retiring from agitations 

qf. a^bitiion,: t^ufted^e him to. the, progreffive improvement of : the human' mind for 
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* he: meeting of ' the national convention; which was to produce^ fa nrany^i rupor taat t 

events, to be the. fcene; of actions, the moll, extraordinary that, hiftory has : hkherto hai 
to record j at its firit .fitting amounted to no more than two hundred members^: ifcha& 
procgeded at firft to the,vejifkation of. their powers, . and- haying declared itfelf cpnili-i 

~ - ! at* noon, on? the- twenty* 




tuted prepared* to receive the laft -a£bo£ the afiembly. 

firft; of . September thofe. who had exercifed the legiuative power entered .thei hall a&'fimjrte 
citizens;, and : were received: with general acclamations,. The prefident. was addr eifed; 
by Francois of Neufchateau 



**. Reprefentatives- of the-nation, the Legifiative affemhly-has ceafed frorajts functions t. 
The late. members of Jr.: haften. to be the firft in giving to the nation, an example o£f»b« : 
million to the laws which you may decree. They congratulate themfelves,upori depofit-, 

iag in your hands the. reins of ' government; • They. have refolved; that their firft. act as. 
fimple citizens, fliall.be that of ferving. as; a guard to the national : convention, and; of; 

offering them the homage of their refpett* in order to give to all : the. French an.example- 

o/ bowing before the majeily of, the people, whom you reprefent. . 

We congratulate ourfelves, that, upon, our voice,, all- the primary, affemblies . ad* . 
hiered-to the invitation we gave them.. By electing you, that have confeerated the extra- 
ordinary meafures, which the fafety. of twenty-four millions may require* . againft. the.- 
perfidy of one man./ The motivea of divifion ought to ceafe.-The entire, nation: is 
reprefented, and you .are about to eftablifh a conftitution upon the. bafis*>f liherty and: 
equality.. The end.of your efforts will be to give to theFrench liberty; laws,, and peace 5, 
liberty, without which thej French can.no longer live.; laws,, the firmeft. foundationrofi 
liberty ; , peace, the only entl of war. ■ 
."•Liberty, laws, and !peace ; .j, thefe three words were written, by the. Greeks upon . thi&r 

gate, of the temple of Delphos; you- will imprefs, them upon the entire foil .of. France., 
You- will maintain efpecially between all; the parts of the nation the unity: of, the, govern-^ 
ment, of which you are the centre and the prefervative. bond,, and thus will . you.ac.cumU!?: 
late the benedi&ion of your fellow?eitizens." 

: The-firft prefident chofen was Petion,and Gondorcet, vice-prefident ©riffo^ Isafourc.e^.. 
Camus,, Vergniaud,, Rahaud, fecretarieSj, 
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This body, upon whom fo many weighty concerns devolved, was compofed of a 
number of chara&ers already diftinguifhed in the two preceding affemblies $ among whom 
werePetion, a diftmguilhed advocate of the city of Chartres^ and Robefpierre the cider 
both of rhe conftituent affembiy $ Danton, Merlin, and Chabot of the legiflative. Thomas 
Paine, whofe illuftrious writings fo much promoted the caufe of freedom in the Ameri- 
can revolution, and in his developement of the deformity of the Englifh government, had 

been ele&ed by four departments, L'Aifne, L'Oife, Puy de D.omme, and Pays de Calais, 
he chofe the latter. Dr. Prieftly, whofe writings and bufferings had Likewife obtai ned 
him an ele&ion for the departments of Rhone and Loire and L'Oife, declined the honor. 
In order to preferve government and peace, the convention proceeded to declare, 
" that thofe laws which were not abrogated, and thofe powers which have not been 
fufpended, (houid be provifionally preferved and fupported j and that the taxes fhould be 
collefted as formerly." 

A committee was appointed to revife and new model r the conftitution, confiding 'of* 
Siey'es, ;Thomas|PSine,' Briflbf, : Pefion, Vergniaud, Genfonne,' Barrere,; pantbrr, and 
Gondorcet; and .commit tees were progreflively appointed 'for* the -feVetal- concerns of 
Agriculture, * Finances, Colonies, Commerce, Decrees, Diplomacy, Departments, 7 ; Do- ' 
mains; Accounts, Po'Kce, Liquidation,' Military^ Petitions and 'Correfpondence, Public" 



Inftfu&ion r Supplies", : arid Public Security. 

* .On the following day a>feries of decrees were -pafTed,- confirming this'refolution. AH 
public -a&s cfhall :be dated ^ The firft year of the French- republic." The ftate feal was 
to bear the infcription of the French republic, — All citizens were declared eligible to all- 
vacant: places ; and even the judges might be elefted from among the ordinary citizehs; 

The diftinftion eftablifhed by the conftituent affembly between a&iveand paffive citizens, 

was abolifhed, / 1 L ..• 

• This buftiiefs was fcarcely terminated^ whfen Collot d'Herbois, appeared upon the : 

.tribune, and reminded the affembly, u that there was one declaration which could not 
for a moment be deferred — viz. rhe* eternal-abolition of royalty in France." It was in 



vain that Bazire and other members intreated the convention to proceed with more 
dignity and deliberation in fo important a queftion ; it was in vain they urged the fre- 

ceffityof giving at leaft the fanftion of a difcuffion.~The abolition of royalty was voted 
by acclamation, : and the houfe adjourned. "■ '* " 

J In the" courfe qf the iucceeding fittings, the convention refolved,* cc that the French ; 
republic no longer acknowledges princes ; that therefore the rentes 'appanageres ' fhould : 
be alfo fupprelfed. ,> ' The word " .republic" -wafc alfo ordered to be fubftituted in the ; 
oaths and other -public adts,. An the place of the word " nation.*' 

The convention was fcarcely affembled, when its peace was difturbed by the appearance * 
of factions,' the ihoft difaftrbus to the country. On the twenty- fixfh of September, 
Lafource .denounced Robefpierre and Marat as* afptring to the di^tatprthip,- and they; 
were at ;the fame time charged by .Roland, and upon apparently not the worit .grounds, 
with -being indire&ly at leaft concerned -in' the > ma fiacres on the fecond and^ third of 
September, and a wifti to renew thofe horrid fcehes. • It fhould be mentioned, to the- 
fctftfottr of the cohrentiori, that " a • Commit cee was appointed to enquire into the fa6is 
relative to the maffacres j but unfortunately the- .predominant influence of the 'Parifian 
mob deterred them from profecuting the enquiry as ftri& juftice demanded* 
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for fome.time longer, at the tetjueft of: the convention. The iWfer&ehFof tjje financed by 



the ininifter Claviere^ was fcj'ear and abfe He recoWffiefidM- ecbnorfiy in the VariouS 3e- 
. jiartments-, and with an honourable attention- to the ffitfrlfts dMSe" peb^Ife ^ repr'oiiated 
lotteries... '• ' : 

The war : minified Servant fqdn after rkftgiied; and. Wag fdeeeeded Uy Pach&' The 

executive arrangenienfs then ftobd as 'follows :~ 



Dominique Jofeph Garatf the younger, mifliftir juft-fce^ arid Keeper of the Feat of 
the republic ; Gohier fecretary-gbngral of this depatfexrieiflt^ThS dtiier prfti&pkll of the 
offices were*- Salais of the cbrrefpondence* . Be i'Aigle of the kw^ RdftdbnhekUi . of ihe 
archives* and Daimafay feerdtary to the mihiftten * 
JeanMaire Roland, minifter • of the interior ; or' fteretafy f&tf the'- h6me 4 deparfmeiit4 
This.ogce was. divided iritd fix: divifions, the principals of which were the folio wing per- 
font, viz. Ghampagneux^ Faypoult, Goqm&u, L& Gamus* Guillaurrie; and Dutera^. 

Pierre-Maire-Henri Le Brtin, minifter of foreign affairs Ij Rbuhiere fecretary-genfcfal 
of this department, .and.; Durey tteafurer-^This office was alfb divided- into fix depJih* 
ments, the principals, of wrhich were the following pgrfbns* viz, Mure^Boisjoilin, Baudry, 
Golehen^. Mendouze^ and .Geoffroy. ,tf " *~ : 

Etienne Glaviere, minifter of the revenues ; Jacquembntj fecretary to the minifter^ 
This office, was divided into many departments, but' the premiers commis, were, 
Antoine, Gyalis de Lavaux, Bergon, Boizot, De La Roche, Defrdtburs, Le 




Hennet, .Moreau, Le Peintre, Armenaut, Leroi, and Goulard. 

GrafpaTd Monge, minifter of the marine— The-pTineipai fecf etaries in f his ol)ffc£$e?e, 

Perigni, A-dety Genge,- Baudibercaille, aitd-Micd^ (PtJnidifr ' . 

Jean-Nicolas Pache, minifter of war'; fraVidte wis firft fecreti'ry of this 

The others .werej. Haffenfrats, Dhilterin, Penbte, a«d Ghaldn- 
Santerre, continandantr-geiierail of Paris* 

; Several of the firft fteps of the convention v?efe rifarked by raflinefs; LSfiyiite, it 
might be fairly ! faid, had forfeited their confidence by adopting and ivdwirig ^ pfrincrples 

diametrically oppoftte to thofe oti whi£h they thdtight proper tb found the nex^edifite 
of government. But againft Luckner there v?Ss no fpecific charge. Yet Luckner' ifks 



denounced as an enemy to the coantry ; and finally, he was? difmffFed the fefvic^j nis' 
. crime appears to have been duplicity and a filly egbtiftii perhaps tfie dK flt of age^ ftut 

which rendered him* unfit for the military ferviee* at this" period. GerieM Tfi\\6K Had. 

agreed to anarmiftice which the prince? of Hefle, at a crifis that he migfft haVe fna v dfe pri- 
soners of the Medians ; for which he v) as denounced &iid accufed', thbtigh he afterftsragr 
. had iuffitient. addrefs to procure a tevdrfal of the decree. Gehdfa! Mbhtefqtfietf i^s 



one daydifmifled from his command,' but the next hfe was reihftated in it. 

On fhe- twenty- fecond of September/ the pe'rtfibris granted by the' coniHtufeiit slffembly 

ta the eie&ed elertf v were ordered to c^afe. v^ith- an eXceDtion ' in faVdur bf thbfe dlibVe 



the eje&ed dergy were ordered to ceafe, v^ith an exception ' in faVdur bf thofe diiby 
fifty years* of age, 'whbfe penfion^ hoover We^e nbt ffi M€SeSL : 6iiS thotfKhd livffe^ Jer 
M Q n this- occafion,! Man tie! roft to propofc* that, -tfif fdyalVy was ^bolffftft, 



aflnum'- 



*he brdfer of prieftsv and: all t religfeus^ eftablifhmehtVi fiib^ufd B^ib^(H^;^^^^ 



. iShe .propoMiwas rejfided, 

vol iv: 
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The unmeaning titles of Monfieur and Madame were relinquiflie<l, and that of " citizen** 
fubftitutedin their ftead. The croffes of St. • Louis, -which had Been given to the knights 
of that order, were ordered to be furrendered to the ftate, riot as patriotic donations, 
but as a reftitution. The fudden diflblution of the judicial boards was a more ferious 
meafure, and appeared fo dangerous and rafh to all perfons in the leaft accuftomed to order 
and government, that Thomas Paine, who by the enemies of civil liberty, has been 
termed an anarchift in principle, deprecated the hafty adaption of the decree, and entreated 
that the tribunals might be gradually changed, . inftead of releafing the nation at once, 
though for a fhort period, from the falutary reftraintst>f law. 

The decree which renounced conqueft,, and which limited the operations of war to 
the fimple principle of felf-defence, was worthy of an enlightened age and an enlightened 
people; and will be ever recorded to- the honor of that body which enafted fo juft and 
politic a law. The conqueft of Savoy occafidneda lengthy difcuffion of this fubjeft, in 
which it was .urged, that having entered that country at the folicitatioii of the people- and 
to avenge the perfidy of their fovereign, great delicacy was required in the conduft which 
•fhould be purfued. The enemies of the revolution would not fail to afperfe the con- 
vention as violating that decree ; on the other hand, the nation having acceded to the 
wifhof the Savoyards, their liberties ought to be infured, from every apprehenOoh of 
again reverting under tyranny. To this it was anfwered, that the decree was not violated 
by the extenfion of freedom to the Savoyards, that out of fix hundred and fifty-five com- 
munes, five hundred and eighty had exprefsly charged their deputies to demand an a&ual 
union, feventy. had given unlimited powers, arid one only had oppofed the meafure by 
demanding the eflablifhment of a feparate republic - y that thefe facts were the belt-reply to 
. afperfions, and the honor of France the fafe guarantee of that freedom which fhe fhould 
extend into the dominions of her enemies; that the treachery of. «the combined powers 
jyould be fupported by fuch a conftruftion of the -decree, and by its impolicy Frante be 
deprived of the means of a juft retaliation. In every : other refpeft her decree has been 
: preferved inviolate. It was decreed to be incorporated into an eighty-fourth department. 

On the ninth of October it was decreed, that all emigrants taken in arms Ihould be 

! put to death in twenty-four hours after they had been declared' guilty by a military 
..committee; and that all foreigners, who, fince the fourteenth'ibf July, 1789, had 
r quitted the fervice of France, and entered into that of the enemy, fhould be considered 
•as armed emigrants- The feverity of this • decree, was however exceeded by that 

of the twelfth of November, which extended the penalties of death to what they termed 

reputed emigrants, or thofe not immediately : engaged in hoftilities. 

By a further decree of the twenty- feventh /thofe unfortunate emigrants, who had 
. returned, in the hope of finding pardon and relief in the bofom of their country, were 
. ordered to depart in twenty-four hours, and the penalty of death was awarded againfl: 

jTucJi as' fhould fail inftuntly to obey. 

Another degree it is neceffary to notice, as it has excited more attention than almoft any 
. other proceeding of the national convention, and has been made the pretext of hoftility by 
. the bafe hypocrify of the enemies of freedom even after they had already commenced the 

-War; "We allude to the decree of fraternity of the nineteenth of November. The 
* ^ircumftance, in which this refolution originated, was an infurreftion in the bailliwick 

«f Darmftadt, in the territories of the duke of Deux Ponts, at that period at war with 
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th^ French nation. ? The people, headed by the magiftrates and principal inhabitants of 
the diftrid, had declared their wifhes to be united to France, and folicited her prote&ion 
againft their former mafter. To have acceded to the requeft, would have been acting 
agreeably to the law and praftice of nations; but with their ufual enthufiafm, and with- 
out deliberation, the convention with the applaufe of the galleries, palled by acclamation 
^ decree in the following terms : 

. " The national convention declare, in the name of the' French nation, that they will 
grant fraternity and afliftance to all thofe people who wifh to .procure liberty ; and they 
charge the executive power to fend orders to the generals to give afliftance to fuch people 
3s have fuffered, or are now fuffering under the hand of tyranny, for the attainment of 

liberty." ^ . ^ 

f A hafty error is not eafily explain.ed, that almoft every government (and defpot jc [go- 
vernments, more particularly) do adaally take advantage of the difquietudes and infurree- 
tions of the people in other ftates, in plain terms ■ do fraternife them, is a^truth that 
cannot be denied; but it is only the circumftances of the cafe that can determine a fre-i 
dilate in the adoption of fuch a meafure. A general law upon the lubjett.was, .therefore 
liable to be, as it in faft has been, mifconftrued. It was confidered- as no ,lefs than a 
direli.fltion of their own principles, while the French people was fuffering from the>unjuft 
principle of foreign nations prefuming to regulate its domeftic concerns, to countenance 
.the interference by its own example ! . . \ . 

* i About this, period alfo the principality and bifhopric of Porentrui, comprehending 
>the memorable pafs of that name which commands the communication between Germany 
and- Swiflcrland, and the paflage of the Rhine, fent a deputation to Paris, ;an<J\wa» 

•at the requeft of the people incorporated with France. \ ■ 

France became at this feafori more tranquil than could be expelled. Happily the 
♦greateft. attrocities were confined to the vicinity of the metropolis ; -but in fome inftances 
the foldiery conducted themfelves in a diforderly and ferocious manner. 
,pf O^ober the fir ft divifion of the national Gendarmerie arrived at Cambray ; and they 

fcarcely arrived before they proceeded to the prifons, and fet at liberty all who were 

confined, except Canone d'Hercique, who was charged with a robbery ; .the fecond 
'divifipn however, who arrived on the tenth, beheaded him. The officers- q£ the fecond 
battalion of volunteers, who were in the garrifon of the citadel, , caufed the gates to be 
"fhut, to prevent a communication with the foldiers and. the Gendarmerie ; but the fecond 
.lieutenant, ,Befambre, who was one of the moft attive in endeavouring to confine them 
to their duty, fell a yi&im to their fury. He was accufed by his own foldiers to the 
Gendarmerie, who dragged him along the efplanade, and after ltabbing him in feveral 
places, xut off his head, as well as that of a captain Le Gros, of the fixth fquadron 

.of cavalry.. ^ 

We return with fome fatisfa&ion, to the brilliant triumphs of Dumourier, and the 
.humiliation of thofe defpotic powers who were certainly in no fmall degree authors of 
'the calamities of France.— On the twelfth of O&ober,- general Dumourier : repaired, to 
.Paris to concert meafures for the winter campaign, and after a ftay of only four days, 
.he returned to the army to make the neceffary arrangements, and to prepare for entering 
,the Auflrian Netherlands, From the, period when the fiege of .Lifle was .railed,; the 

jAuftrians had continued to retire before the victorious French.. Within their own 
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t€rtitorf^'lf(^gverv they- drnmitteS to ttiafce a ferfmis 'i&fidy and tlieffr they; liegM 

■to <arite£ their f€attered : forces. The firft reMatice which Bumourier experienced; 
was at tile village of B0&4, which is fituated abSiit a league from the finee celebrated 
poll of Gemappe. At this place the general reprefenfs the eriemy id have taken ah ex* 
£6ltent polkion j but; they wefe unable 4*> withftand the excellence' of the Friehch it tilferf 
and the ardour of the dragoons. The Aufirians were in'number from 1 eight to tefi thou* 
fiffdv; and they had one hundred #Sd?- £f§y' ktffed; a [ great number. Wounded,'- arid 'two 
^hundred takgft prifotMrfc : the Ffefich left ofcl'y twenty. This affidn took place ofr thS 
fdttrth of Novetnbdf^ ditd the Auftrians were fo little in expe&atidn of an attack^ at ehkt 
tixte? that the oncers had juft prepared a • very fplendid banquet, which < the French aft 

rived juft in time to take polfefiion of. 

'Ffeto Boffu Bumdurietf proceeded^ early the next morning, towards Mons,. aridfbon 
•€a«te-i» fight of the enemy, ftrongly ported on the heights of Gemappe, abdut. a mife 
iMd a half from-: that town. r thd Auftrian pofitkmwas well choferi arid highly capable of 
iefiftaftcev thm ri^ht -Was c^xvered by the village of tfiat name, and by the tivit 'fkkith 
Overflowed the plain*; and : their left by thicfc woods.- Three rows of redoubts rbfe; dtid 
ateove anothef like the feats of ah amphitheatre, tlporir which were mounted nearly* drife 
fctittdred' pieces of cannotf. Had the general therefore trufted to thfe artillery irtithk'.ert-- 
-gag&rtent* * as -hg -had -done - at La -Lime* the, advantage of the grotftd tfas v fo- infiaitdiy % 
favour of the enemy, that he muft probably have -been 'defe&tedl : H^-eriKe entHufiaftfi 
the French' ^ chafate proved' ati ^xdeiteRt : auxiliary fo the (kilt df t!S£ general: The 
army, which was principally conipofed of ybung men, had bfeeii:' fong ambitious pf'a 
clofe engagement;, and the generals of the divifions repeatedly preffed hint to lead thtth 

on to the attack. The general fecretly favoured the defigh, but he reftfahxed their ardour 
"hnly in the hope of increasing it." 
, The French paffed the night Within fight of their adversaries. At fev'en in the mortnn£ 

-of the fixthj a v£ry heavy cannonade commenced on both fides, and continued till tfeli 
without much effed on the part of the French. As he went along the bottom, dt thfe 
fine, the troops teftified the 1 litmdft impatience to charge the enemy with their baydriets!. 
The general however Contented himfelf with ordering colonel Thouvenot, adjutant-general, 
*o attack the village of Carignon (which was necetfary to enable him to af&il Gema^c 

dn ; that fide) i and at the fame time approaching the batteries, to produce greater effea, 
while BdurndnviUe attacked that? place in front and carhed it. , : ^ v 

Tile number of French ifrhb formed for the clofe attack amounted to abotrt thiffy 
- fhoufafid-, and the Auftrians* are computed l at the loweffc to; have be6n upward of tv^enty- 
^ four thoufand, tfeee thotffand of* which were- cavalry. The right wing of tpt m PfericK, 

-confifting of -the -van guard, was cornmandedby generals Bcyurntmville and Bampierrfe 1 ; 
and the centre by generals Egalite, Stetenboffe, Defporet§, and I)rQu,et- The 4 infainfry 
"forced al indft inft-antaneoufly-, and the general prefentit'rg .hinifeif r in tire frohtdf the 
- line, the ; mufte, by a figria! previoufly appointed, began to piay:the celebrated !Maffdllbis 
v : fo«g* -th^day was remarkably ferenei and the mufic; was diftifi&ly heard^-it Was awf a\^r 
* W^ftdihg'.tKe animating cftorus, the foldmrs ruffied^impetubuily on with {touts of ' a "VHe 
Y'W*m\6k . Lf? The fiift line of redoubts was inftantlyxafried. 1'he 4 Cavalry of! tfoe .enettiy 
-fidwgver udviaiicihg at this crifts, with* a vievr of flanking the Pf6ndh, had citif^'f^ e 

^cmfufioii, the g66eral ^ifpaEtehed' ydtog-E^aik^ to~ rt&l xlik attadk- arid l ru^pcrf^d 

■ 
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him mod opportunely by a detachment of chaffeurs and buffers — At the fame moment 
feme Ciiforder appearing in Bourhoaville's cavalry, general Durnpunvr rallied them hirar- 
felf, and in the mean rime the J eft wing, whrch confifled chiefly of the Belgian volun- 
teers, had obtained pofleffion of Gemappe, and . the centre carried the fecond line , of 

redoubts. ' * - . . ^ \ i 

After a-fhort refiftance ion the heights, the enemy were panic ffcruck at the irapetuofity; 
of the French ; .at about two o'clock they retreated % with the utmoft precipitation and 
diforder to Mons. . ..The- French in this engagement experienced the moft obftinate .refift- 
ance from the Hungarians, through whole ranks they could only force their way by 
cutting down their opponents. : The lofs of both parties in this aftion have been differently 
eftimated— It muft have been great,, for there has feldonvbeen a field more obftinateiy con? 
tefted ; that of the Auftrians mud have exceeded the lofa of the French,- fince an enemy who 
flies in the early part of the day always fuffers confiderably ; but Dumourier 'probably over- 
rated their lofs in ldlled and wounded when he ftated it at four thoufand, as he eftimates his 
own at only nine hundred. ' *. 

' The bufmefs of this day fe'rved to infpire the Auftrians with the fame refpeSable 
.opinion of French, valour, which was entertained previoufly and acknowledged by the 
duke of Bruhfwick. Some fignal a£ts of bravery were performed; the young general 
Egalite acquired much reputation ; and fuch was 4he enthufiafm of all ranks, that Bap- 
tise, Dumourier's valet-de-chambre, rallied and brought up to the charge a regiment 
of dragoons and two battalions of national -guards, who had been repulfed ; and a 
lieutenant of .the name of Bretiche had killed feven Hungarians, and received forty-one 
fafere wounds, j he was afterwards prefented to the convention and honoured with a 



civic-crown 



4 4 W %4 * 

The vi&oryof Gemappe was decifive.as to the fate of the Netherlands. The general 
unftantly fummoned the city of Mons, which on the fucceeding morning furrendered^ anjl 
was taken p.offeflion of by general Bournonville, From Mons Dumourier proceeded 

to Bruflels, which he entered on the fourteenth of November. On the heights of Ander? 
lecht, adjoining to the city, the rear or the enemy, amounting to about ten thouland 
men, commanded by the prince de Wirtemberg, affe&ed to make a ftand, but it was 
probably only .intended to "favour thcretreat of the governors and civil authorities from. 
Bruflels. After . a conteft of fix hours, the Auftrians followed their main army, and 

the general entered Bruflels in:triumph. The moderation aijd wifdom of Dumourier was 
equal. ia every refpeft to his military excellence. He_ informed the citizens, .that it was 
his intention, carefully to .abftain from interfering in the internal government of the 
country. A provisional legiflative .aflembly : was chofen, among whom were the due 
jTIJrfel, baron Walkiers, .and.other diftinguifhed patriots. 

: It is a fingular fadl that general Dumourier had promifed the French miniftry that 
•he would keep hisGhriftmas at Bruflels. This.aflertion, which was really founded on, 
an a&ual • knowledge . of *:the.ftate .of the enemy, but was at the moment regarded as the 
•extravagant boaft of a vainglorious man, was more than realized, for he anticipated thg 
perWmance of his .engagement by five wee!:s. 

*• While ; tl^fe affairs were trarifa&ing, Tournay, Malines, Ghent, and Antwerp^ .opened, 
t tKeir gates to general Labourdonnaye. Louvain and Namur, after aTaint refiftance bjy 
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fhe Auftrian general, Beaulieu, were taken by general Valence; Gftend was entered by 
the French fleet on the fifteenth of November 3 the citadels of Antwerp and Namur 
refilled for a rfhort time, but* the formef capitulated on the twenty-eighth of govern- 
b6r to general Mifanda^ and the latter on thefecondof December to general .'Valence : 
in a word, the whole of the Auftrian Netherlands, Luxemburg only excepted,'. were; 
fubjefled tb : thfe vi£orious arirts of France before the' cohclufion of the year.,, 
- On the eighteenth of November, general Dumourier received a flag of truce from the; 
prince de Saxe-Tefchen, conveying a propofal on the part of general Clairfait for a 
.fufpetofibri of ^atms during the remainder of the winter feafon. To have acceeded to ; 
this ^opofal,- and to have difbanded a part of the army, and put up the reft into win- 
fef Quarters, would have been wife condu& in the French, and was that which there is 
freafon^to tWhk : the inclinations of the general would have led ;him to. purfue. He 
however returned a verbal anfw'er, " that he would only fend general GlairfaitVIetter 
tothe executive council of the republic, and in the mean time -ihoiild continue the opera* 
tions of the campaign." / " . . } 

* • As'it is : probable that the determination of the'dxecutive council w?is in favour. of a 
Winter campaign, the a&ive genius of Dumourier left* no jime . in folfowiiig up his 
fiiecefles,' and'purlued -the flying enemy into the territory *>f Liege. On theiwenty- 

firft: of November he proceeded with an ad vanced -guard of five thoufand men to Tirle- 
mont, .where the whole of the enemy's aVmy was encamped behind the city, with, an 
advanced guard of three cr four thoufand men, on the heights of Cumptich. He at- 
tacked with his irrefiftible artillery this advanced guard, which was -reinforced by five 
thoufand men, but undertook nothing. At break of day- on the twenty -fecond, tjie 
whole of the Auftrians decamped from Tirlemont, after having loft in this, adion not 
I^ffr^han 'four hundred ot" their bfaveft troops* 'General Dumourier halted oply one 
day at Tirlemont, and on the twenty feventh overtook again, almoft at the gates of 
Eiege, the rear guard of the Imperialifts, amounting to twelve: thoufand /men, and 
cdfomanded by general * Staray. The French drove them fuccefsfully from fix yill^ 
ge«j and at laft from an entrenchment. • The conflict lafted four .hours, in which the 
i&itftrians loft their general' Star ay, an immenfe train of artillery, and five or.fiy hun-. 
dred men killed and wounded, befides innumerable prifoners .and deferters? On the 
following day the French general entered Liege. 

-Buch was the triumphant career of this extraordinary man — but his glory had gained 
its"' seriitfr j • "and • ' he r TeU ' Toon after a prey to the depravity of his habits and of a> 
fa&ioli whofe views were his own confined to peribnal ambition, . XJnder; the 
mflhence -oNhis party, the war mini ft er Pache is fuppofed to have a^ed and every 
criminal means,, appear to have been pra&ifed to diftrels and;harrafs the gallant foldiers, 
of lltferty. While immehfe fums were voted by the convention, thearroy was destitute 
4>i every -neceffary of life. Unprovided of mattrefles tor coverlets, or even ftraw to 

repofeon,- thefe brave men, who gained thofe immortal battles, ;in a rainy and inclement 

winter^ were compelled to fleep on the wet ground; and foine of . them to avoid the, 
fcvils which muft be confequent from fuels a fituatibny actually lafhed themfelves ,to the 
t^^ojt'trees, 7 and flept in a Handing ^fitfofi* ^/^ Ibldiew werealmoft literacy naked, 
without coats, without Ihoes ; and their ar'ms'w% ? ^ to cover 

ihem fwm the wet. The conference w^, that numbers of the menperifljfed^ ^nd Ml 
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greater numbers defer ted" and returned boine. The geher^ own words are ftrong^ 
*< To retard anxfcru/h my fuccelTes," fays he, c< the niinifttfr^jiGhe, fopported by -the 
Criminal fa&ionto whom all our evils are to be afcribed, • fiifFered the victorious army tci 
want ^very thing, and fucee^ded in difbanding it by famine and- nafeeftnefs. 'Ttexan-* 

fequence was, that more than fifteen thoufand men were in the hafpital^ tnore thar* 
twenty-five thoufand men deferted through mifery and ciifguft, and upwards ;of te^i 
thoufand iiorfes died of hunger." 
• If • this ftatement be juft, it will be eafy to account for the fubfequent misfo* times, 
and overthrow .of the. French army in Flanders. That party, however, had «jot failed 
to recriminate on the general, and have aflerted that he was bribed to. betray -the caufe 
of the republie~That ne entered into fccret and crimnai treaties. ; with > the rking'of 
Pruffia, in an early, ftage of the conteft, and Tolely with a view to his own advantage; 
He made a: wanton. iafcrifice, it is«fa'id, of his own foidiers at Gemappe^ : by. his injudu 
cious difpofition of the army on the attack, that the Ikill of the generals tmder hini 
and the valour of the troops which he endeavoured to jeprefs, gained thatyiftory againft 
tiis fex^e£tatidri, and that he afterwards took every means to enaich himfe^, . and injure 
the .public caufe. Of thefe mutual accufations it is.impoflible to form a correfk judg; 
jiifcn^f; the teftimony of the ieye witnefTes, fhew that the; army was nioft 1 fiiamefuliy 
negle^ed during the winter campaign y and was certainly, asDumourierafferts,, in want 
of : every neceffafy. . 

. Dumourier defcribcs the * calamities that attended the . army at this feafon with great 
force and fo far We may place credit on his ftatements.; there is much reafon alfo to 
believe that Pachc was inftrumental to this diftrefs, through the guidance :of :thfl 
(Jacobin fociety who had conceived, from the .coaflant practice of Dumo^rier as a;eour* 
tier^ fufpicions ' of his. principles ; this jeaioufy encreafed with the hatreds .of the two 
parties- in the convention, from the eircumftance of Dumo.urier's intimacy with tnany of 
the members of the Giroride. l>umourier ? however, appears not to 'have poffefled the 
confidence : of; the latter $ but in his vifit to Paris he had aflbciated with its members ex* 
clufively, perhaps pwmg.rtb that "attachment which is excited by fimilar acquirements; 
they being uniformly rmen of high literary .endowments- c 
r ? Liege is defcribfcd as i* the.sorab of Frenchmen," the fatigues the . army had under- 
gone, the wants of every kind, had produced the moft fatal diftrefs-; .and the troops 
<iie4 not only of difeafe -but hunger ; an.d this ail conquering aftU&ion produced an infub* 
-ordination and marauding that no other circumftances could palliate. • . 

The cantonments of the army extended from that city to Aix-la-Ghapelle, and thg 
preffureof neceflity. had driven thofe who could leave the camps into the principal cities 
and towns, fo that the foidiers were nearly deprived of commanders, and the villages 
of the * line became fcenes of ravage. This accumulation of evils preventedthe general 
from pufliing on to Goldgne as he propofed, with a view to compel- Glairfait to pafs 
Ihe. -jlbine. ^ However; he determined to fecure the Meufe, and -for. this ;puspL>fe Yalence 
with fifteen thoufand men compofing the army of the Ardennes, was ordered to join bira, 

and lpoft^d on his bright at Stavelo,; Malmedy, Spa, Verviers .and ljuy* .D'Hamlie 
with eighteen^thoufand,; occupied the Meufe from fiiyet to Namur> and Miranda occib 
jpied: the left from Tongres to RuremoncTwith eighteen thoufand. The reinforcements 
^hiah arrived were placed in the garrifons of the Netherlands j and the wbokdittS 

dong the Meufe amounted to upwards of fixty five thou&nd men* 
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Dumourier was ddirous of feizing Mseftricht, as with his force and the poffeffioh of 
that fortrefs he could command the whole country between the Rhine and M tune. He 
had like wife been defirous of throwing a garrifon into Juliers, but the executive w. uld 
not permit it r left the enemy (houlc* in confluence take pofleflion of Manheim, alfo 
belonging to the elector palatine, which might be fatal toGuftinein Alface. To preferve 
the Meufe he deemed it indifpenfable to poffefs Gueldres, Venloo, Mseftricht, of Juliers, 
but the executive would not permit any infraction of the neutrality of thofe places, 
: Whether it was through the difguft of 'offended pride, through hatred againft. thofe 
who now oppofed him and appeared to fway the fate of France, or through defigns pre- 
vioufly formed, Dumourier now fi'rft vifibly difplayed that temper of difafte&ion which 
plunged -him from the lofty rank of glory to -which had attained. Befide the. obftruction. 
of his plans of war, his reputation was tainted with imputations of peculation ; the con- 
tracts which he had formedfor the fupply of the army, were publicly aflerted to have been 
marked by enormous -frauds, -and it was even mentioned that he fliould* be called to 
Paris and tried for the mal-appropriationof the public money. . 

The trial of the king was now approaching ; the Abort experience which he had of 
the convention . only difplayed to: him the impoffibility of ^attaining to that tonfequence 
which his military a&ions taught him to expe£t, and; his ambition to pant after ; his 

• Sentiments no longer conveyed .the ardor of the; republican, nor 'the - fimplicity of man- 
ners that he had for fome time affe£ted;he had taken poffeflion of - the palace of the 
prince bifhop of Liege, and frequently exulted in' the re'Bedtioh that his levees furpalfed 
in number and brilliancy thofe of De Caftries in the plenitude of the'tfegal power ; and 
he took every opportunity to found the difpofitions of the officers and the army towards 
the king. But difappointment and difguft fucceeded all thefe efforts, his ftaff were lb 
entirely adverfe to any confideration of the fubjeft, that he faw no alternative but to 
haften to the capital, and attempt fomething there. He accordingly applied for leave 
to go to Paris, upon the oftenfible purpofe of concerting a folid plan for the campaign, 
and to enter into .an explanation of the contracts which he had made, and obtain the 
repeal of the decree which rendered them null — The leave of abfence was for fome time 
refufed, but was at length fent, and he arrived on the firft of January. 

- While fuch were the operations of the armies and enemies of the republic, the time of the 
convention was employed in debates refpe£ting the trial of Lewis XVL An extraor- 
dinary . commilfion was appointed of twenty-four members, who were authorifed to 
examine and arrange the body of evidence againft him, Louis was feparated from his 

* family, and the whole of the unhappy prifoners in the Temple were guarded with 
redoubled,, vigilance. . On the fixth of November, Valazc, one of the commiffion of 
twenty-four, made a report of accufation againft the king. 

The queftion, which embarraffed moft his accufers was, Whether the king was 
not inverted by the conftitution with perfect and legal inviolability ; and whether, confif- 
tently with juftice, he whom the law had folemnly pronounced to be above- the reach 
of any legal procefs could be brought to trial. 

It was argued that the king was inviolable fo far as the execution and exercife of the 
-legal authority extended $ that even the ordinary errors of the king through a niittuken 
;zeal for- the, public fafety, or the exercife of private opinion, could not legally fubjeft 

-him to any concern or punifhment. But it was not upon any of thefe grounds' that his 
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was liable to the jjuftiee of the nation, bat for having violated that conftitution,* which, 
preserved pure and unbroken bv him, would have iecured that inviolability— that the 
-queftion was not now whether that conftitution was to be preferved and fupported ; that 
had it re i.i/ been determined ; but the queftion was, whether the king had not in various 
ways, contrary to the oath, himfelf violated the conftitution, and endeavoured to deftroy 
the liberty of the nation. This therefore was a new cafe, and all that appeared now 
neceflary to decide upon, was the various particulars of criminal defigns of which he 
.was accufed. 

The evidences of the monarch's participation in the fchemes againft the new order 
of things, were too ftrong to be palliated, and the arguments for form, were foon loft in 

the fuperior weight of the fads produced, and the fatal effe&s which any hefitation on, 

the exhibition of the proofs muft caufe on the public mind. 

The principal fource of this evidence was brought to light by the events of the tenth 
of Augnft ; an iron cheft had been contrived in the wall of the Thuilleries. The work- 
man who executed it, was alone privy to the lituation and exiftence of this fecret work. 
. The enthufiafm of the revolution had fuggeiled to the artifan that fuch a contrivance 
.could not be favourable to liberty, and he had communicated to Roland, when ap- 
pointed minifter of the home department the important fecret, and conduced him to 
the /pot ; upon opening it an immenfe. colle&ion of the king's private papers were found 
•in it, and fuch as confirmed in the ampleft form, all the allegations that had from time to 
-time charged upon the court. Many of thefe were in cypher, and others couched in terms 
of ambiguity, upon which no evidence could be refted; among them were ;— 

i. A receipt from Bouille, dated Mayence, Ottober 15, 1791, containing an account 
tof the expenditure of the fum of nine hundred and ninety-three millions ifTued for the 
( formation of a camp at Montmedy. This money, had been diftributed among the follow- 
ing perfons, viz. Monfieur, the comte d'Artois, the prince de Naffau, the due dc 
-Choifeul, Demandell, Bon, Hamilton, Laffaie, Weyman, and feveral other general officers 
;and» private perfons. 

2» Another figned Choifleul-Stanville, attefting the receipt and diftributlon bf fixty 
'thoufand livres. 

A letter ftatin^ that the diamonds of madame Elizabeth had been tranfmitted on 

.the twenty-fecond of June, 1791, to an officer of huflars who had carried them to the 

brothers of the late king. 

4. A paper proving that the editor of the "Poftillion de la Guerre" (a news-paper) 
•had received eight thoufand livres from the civil lilt, and the " LogograpKe" no lefs 
than the fum o fixty thoufand livres, during the fpace of three months only. 

5. A great number of letters, &c. proving that Louis Capet was a monopolizer of 
'CQrn, fugar,' and corFee*; thefe monopolies were made in foreign countries y the treafurer 
of ..the civil-lift fuperintended the buiinefs, and was ordered to advance to the amount of 
three millions. . ' * 

■ 

; 6. A new order of chivalry introduced under the name of " Chevaliers, de l la Reine 
.the decoration of this order confided of a medal, one fide of which was : adorned 
with the portrait or the queen $ the other had the following infcription " Magnum 

recluse no men adumbrat." — Several perfons had received: rhis decoration, notwith* 
Standing a?« exprefs decree forbidding the .creation of any new orders of chivalry. 
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[7., A.-btindi^pF^ papers, itthfeh-pfovd that a perfoirof th'e tiamesif'iGillfe^haS- refcdVga 

; twelve ^tho.ufand: Ixvres in-order : to ;pay< a band .of, fixtyv <men, cagainft the 'ex^ef^feter-of 

.the conftittttion, which forbidsthe king rto raife onmaintain -ariy/ armed ^^n -Wifhbiit ! the 
./jjeTiriiffiono.f ^the legiflatare. - • 

li8V } A»(^toni4iIt4>f iproofethat Louis C^p6t:faad ; c<MliBii€d.llie^y- T o£ ftrdh-bf ^his body 
^^rak.^, : had^$ix]^rated to Gobkntz 1 hat-a J number < of confpiratot s *w£re cSttftanrly 
.'^^mbled^at ^e^ThuilWiesj "that Bouille -had-*he. audacity -to, repair-there fihce f the-in- 
vafion proje&ed in 1791 ; and that, from the day that the ci-devant comte • (1* &r : toiV hSd 
^.bjeen^deqreed to : be in aviate of T acc£ifatidn, Louis the: Sixteenth' had> tfffigned v a gerifion 
, o£ two hundred thoufand livres to his diildren. «• 

... r 0n the. eleventh of -December the 'inonarch^was ordered ito die* bar of -the'edriVentidn, 
prevkmfly to* the entrance of; the ^^ccufed, the iprefid^ht'ihus^Taddr^ffed :1 fhe TOef^bers : 

/^i.rej>?efeatativ^s, .you-rarengbing to^exercrfe ihe Tight ; of nation^juftke. "You are 
[ j^XppnfiHe to. all ?the' citizens df-the- iiepiiblic,* for- your: cbn^uft^^n-t bis -oec&fidm. Eu,- 
*og.e. obferyes : you 5 .hiftojy fwilL^coMeft; ydur 'thoughts oand 'a'di&ns^an^-ittcorrtiptible 
,"ppfterUy Aviil Judge ^ith/'inflexibier.feVerity : ?a!6l: therefore ^cdliMtenriy ^if-h ^ the hew 
[fun&ions which tyou : are; ^oiog:to> fill ; dletrfilence ^prevail, -and kt t?heid^hiiy : bf ydiir 
tfefSok eyince-t^ : .m^jeRy of "theFrench ipeople. -It;isvabout to-giv r e, 'by ; yduy -their organ,, 

Km awful. 1 ifcnrto.Ja^^ : 

JBe then aciare(Fed -the] galleries th.^s.: . J , - « 

[Ehc-iiai^ to yo6r £b\itiitys' i ztfd 

your refpeft fo r rt he -r$ prefer ^iiiemenSber-tlie^avvful'Tilence 
^prevailed ron the < return -of: Lewi^ from ^yarennes.^ 

"Lev/is was .then introduced to the bar,>and"the a£frof aGoufetton 'toas ^d :^anU 
llretklng^ fumm^d^as: by ^the iprefident^*©arrere,. , td>a'nifwei < tb each^feparate^cba^ge, 
...^h^rpnToiK'r was permittedrto-feai jhim&lfcat' therbar, and .the .tn^lproeeeded':^ 
[ . {Louis, -the French ;n£U^ 

to re-eftabJHh your tyranny, and deftroy her freedom. That you, dn kb& ^t^ehty.thiwi 

\^ r J Q . * e rf^&^i^^P^ -the- fovereignry:.af ihe ipeople, < f by of 
Weir reprefentatives, and expelling them with violence from the places of 'thieir^fidiHgh 
^^hisjis-.pmv^d'-in *h r e r prQfces-verb^keiijtered at the tennis-dourt- of Ve^faiHes^by the tfiem* 
^rs'jof^the cpnftituent afletobly. ■i©hlthe:twenty.rthird ! of Jiiae you wanted' to;ai6late ferfs 
t6 the nation — you furrounded their reprefentatives with troops—you preftoWd t^^hfem 
^,V7o~ .declarations^ fobvjerfi ve [of <all iKb6rty , iahd- rot der^d ' thehi to Separate. r Y6hr o wn 

: ?4^c|^ations, and the -niHiutesof thei aiffe'mtjly' prove thefe Ettempts~Wh:at , h^Ve:|ou , to 
anfwer ? ■> , • , ; ^ - • ; . 1 ; - 

• -■ ^uipraered ran •OTmy,'t6! mardh; againflr the 'citizens df - P^ris. 'YoUr-fatelKtes'l^Ve 
-ijied L t^e blopd Jo/ -feyerat: oft them, r<and%^dui.wo6ldi«©t remdve } th$9' { army till the' 'tikitfg *flf 
the Bafiiie, and- a general infurredion announced s to you that the people wer^vi&oVibus. 
^Thj^ft^^es^U iinade.onnhe sinth,'< tiwd&hii a«dr&ftt^feHtfe'>bf ! 3 »%, ' -toithe cfeplttafions 
I5^%je$ijia^tv^t'-affembljf:, : rihe«s wjlat owrere your intentions ;"arid ! the maffadr'es of ; tfie 

- -:SiSWs .rn>^r^at.^hati : .fcHaejio bBdeP«beit*o^to'''rnarch j'ifeu^ 



in 





th'e 



ife&M^fX'tialefrt&fid 'tfythes' " Youlbhg'refufed afckhowled^ing the lights' bf "man .: yiSii 




%>fetidered heceffary a freflrinfurrection, occafion^d the death' of fevetal citlzefis, ; an'dlcli^ 
-not change your* language till after your guards had been defeated,: wtieri you ietiewid 

<y6«r- peradidiis '''promifes.- ; The -proofs - of " t-hefe fa£ts are in your .obfervatioins "of "the 
eighteenth of September, in the decrees of the eleventh of Aiiguft^ m'l^e'mTnultes'dfme 

■conftitaeht aXIbtrifMy,? in the events 1 of . Verfailles of the fifth and' fixth 'oT^Oafober^and 
-in •^he-ccmve t rfat : i6n yoii '-Md ' b h' the 'Tatne 1 day 'mth a deputation' of the ^onftftuent ifle&k 
bly, when you told them, You. would' ehlighten'ydUrTelf With itheir councils, ' and' never 



fim-heaqs..;-'As-tb. 



TebeVie'frohi fhem-<— What have ^bu'to a'tffwef t 

"A. • Pfrave^hade the'obTervatidns 'which 1 -thought 'jtift on the two'nr 
; the 1 cockade, 1 it : is • falfe ; it did ; iibt * happen in my prefehCe. * 

''<C You 'took an oath, - at the* federation of ; the' fourteenth 'of July,'whifch you 'dU hot 
'keep— You fobn tried to corrupt the public Opinion, wifVthe affiftance of Talmi -wKo 
acDe'd in Paris," and/Minibeau, 'who 'Was'to.'haVe^x cited £oaiU^-f4£V<Aqtid , na1'yWvwni8 
<infthe •pWviri'cies^^h^t'have'ydu'to'laiifWer t- 

i A. Fflo-'not kno'w J what happened'at that ihne,''bu.rthe Whbleis anterior to my accept 
^fice'of* the'conftitutibn. ' 

J?. You laviflied millions of money to.efTecl this corruption, and you would even ufe 

"popularity ( as a tri&ns ; of knfikvin'gHhe of a memorial 

of Talon, on which you have made your marginal comments in your, otfri 'hand- writing,. 
^aritL 6f-a 1 letter' 'wttichJLapbrte wrdteiro You on the nineteenth/of 'April, in which,' re^ 
Capitulating a tbhtf'erTatibnWh'ad* with R4Varol,''he t'ola';you, ' tlia t the niiilions, wn'ich 
*Jou" had i'eeri prev&ied upbii'tothtow sfwafhad been produfii.ve of nothing— For along 
'time you'hacr-'meditated 6ft •a'^ktn'of' cfca'pe. A nietriorial was delivered to you on tKe. 
Ht'W'en'tyieight of : Feb'rua'ry," , whi , ch pbihted out the'means for you to effecY it j you approve. 
^6f it'by m'irgirrai nbtBS^Whkt haVeybu t 0 -ahfwer ? 



A. . I felt no greater, pleafure than that of relieving the needy— This "proves, no' *de 



• t 



^ On the twenty-eighth, a great number of the nobles' ahd roiUtary ' came into. jotir 



apartments in the caftlfrbf the Thuill'eri , es, to i favour thatefcape; you wanted. to quirParis, 
^ the tenth'of ^pfil/'to- go 1 'to- St.-'Cloft^Whaf'fcaye 'ydu.tb'W^r?. . ' ' ■ "[ 

. A. This aecufationjs abfu.rd. ' 
% 'But 'the : fefiftandebf -the ; tiri'zens'mad'e ydtt^fib>.1h-at''th%''dift5Uft was.g%(;V 




•them, t ! hat you had freely a i ccept^d4he i c^fl:ituti'oiial articles,' Which" had' B 
% -ybu-^and;, •notwithftan'ding,~'on 'the'tWeHty-'firft youn&ok i: flig'ht wuh'a" 

You left behind aproteft againft thefe felf-farae conftitutional articles j you ordefefflKs- 



ft .* - i - ~ -Iff W J * 

beenprerenred; 
faife^paflport... 
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.mini fliers to fign none of the acls pafled by the national afTembly ; and you forbade the 

minifter of juftice to deliver up the feals of the (late. The piblic money was lavifhed 
toinfure the fuccefs of this treachery, and the public force was to profc'-ftit^ under the 
orders of Bouillej who fhortly before had been charged with the maffacre of Nancy, 
and to whom you wrote upon this head, * To take care of his popularity, becaufe it 
would be of fervice to you/ Thefe fads are proved by the memorial of the twenty- 
third of February, with marginal comment? in your own hand- writing ; by your declara- 
tion of the twentieth of June, wholly in your own hand- writing by your letter of the 
fourteenth of September 1790, ro Bouiile; and by a note of the larter, in which he 
gives you an account of the ufe he made of nine hundred and ninety-three thou- 
sand livres, given by you, and employed partly in terpanning the troops who were to 
efcort you — What have you to anfwer ? 

A- I have no knowledge whatever of the memorial of the twenty-third of February 
As to. what relates to my journey to Varennes, I appeal to my declaration to the com- 
'miflaries of the conftituent affembly at that period- 

^ After your detention at Varennes, the exercife of the executive power was, for a 
moment, fufpended in your hands, and you again formed a confpiracy. On the feventh 
'of July the blood of citizens was flied in the . Champ de Mars. A letter in your own 
hand-writing, written in 1790, to Lafayette, proves that a criminal coalition fubfifted 
between you and Lafayette, to which Mirabeau acceded. The revifion began under 
thefe cruel aufpices ; all corruptions were made ufe of. You have paid for libels, pam- 
phlets, and newfpapers, defigned to corrupt the public opinion, to difcredit the aflignats, 
and to fupport the caufe of the emigrants. The regifters of Septeuil (hew what im- 
nienfe fums have been made ufe of* in thefe liberticiie manoeuvres. — What have you 

to anfwer ? 

A. What happened on the feventeenth of July has nothing at all to do with me— 
I know nothing of it. 

Q, You feemed to accept the conftitution on the fourteenth of September ; your 
Speeches announced an intention of fupporting it, and you were bufy in overturning it, 
even before it was completed. A convention was entered into at Pilnitz on the twenty- 
fourth of July, between Leopold of Auftria, and Frederic- William of Brandenburgh, 
who pledged themfelves to re-ereft in France the throne of abfolute monarchy, and you 
' were filent upon thisxonvention till the moment when it was known by all Europe — What 
have you to anfwer ? 

A. I made it known as foon as it came to my knowledge ; befides, every thing that re- 
fers to this fubjeft concerns the minifiers. 

Q Aries had hqifted the ftandard of rebellion; you favoured it by fending three 
' civil commifiaries, who made it their bufinefs not to reprefs the counter-revolutionifts, but 

to juilify their proceedings — What have you to anfwer? 

A. The inftruftions which were given to the commiflaries mutt prove what was their 
tniflionj and I knew none of them, when the minifters propofed them to me. 

^ Avignon and the county of Venaiflin, had been ^united with France ; you caufed 
the decree to be executed ; but a month after that time civil war defolated that country- 

The commilTaries you had fent to that part, helped to ravage it — What have you to 
* anfwer ? 
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* L^. I do not remember what delay has been caufed in the execution of the decree . 

•beftdeV, r *thi«.b"ccOT^ 

fofe&rfentv not tho&*who^fentthcm^Cl Jo fma s!i ?s n-wi h-; iuorit I;: than; tin. j-jrl 
vvv^r Nifnres,, Montauban^-Mende, Jales, felt great {hocks during .the. fir ft days of 
freedonl-^^'Yoir did • nothing * rtor> ftiifc ythofe- g&rmens lofcr ccftmt-ei^e'volu^on, the 
Itiometit -when -Saillant's* cohfpiracyr became • makifefUy; notaiuogs^Whathhajve y.ou:Ho 

Snfwer?- - ' n ■ : h^c 1 " 10 mr;;:> - r--;oi o? 



fc- ^. ; I gave, in this r efpett,. .all the dlredions which, were propofed to me by the 



minifters. 

You fen t twenty-two battalions againft the.Marfeillois, who marched to reduce the 
*>Gounter-revtilutioni^^ 'in ? >w. ;(>■ r:;j r?i 

I ought to have the pieces referring to . this * matter, -to"; give arjuft anfwer 



f 1 '* 



^■Wa gave the-foutherri com r fnand:to ^itgenfteinywhQ ■ vroteita.you on- the twenty- 
>firll of 'April; 1792^ after he^ha!d-been recalled ;:;* c ' A* few * inftants more, and ; I -(hall 
'itlall around the throng of youf ^majeffey, thoufands \of? -French, 1 , who are again, become 
-Worthy' of the wilhesyda- form .for; their happinefs?'— What have you to anfwer I 
v> A' This Setter is' dated 'iince his ieca)l ; ;:ihe has not "been; employed fince. I do not 
* v recoIl<?$: this letter.; . \ ^nr\ . %>.>\ : . .; ! •. :;<;-.:. - ( ^ ; '? .-./ 

■) • ^ You paid your late rlife^g.uards at -Cablentz the regifters of Septeuil >att eft this ; an<$ 
•geiieral orders figned by you* prove, that you ferit • cop fid er able remittances to Bouillp* 
llochefort, Vauguyon; Choiffeulj Beaupre, Hamilton, and ithe wife of Bolignac— What 
'hatfe you to : anfwer 2. 



- ' . • » . 



A. When I fir ft learnt . that ray life-guards .affembled beyond the Rhine, I ftopped 
<theiri pay^'as to the reftj I; do aotrerheaiber- ? \n v.... I 

j^, Your brothers, enemies to the ftate, caufed the emigrants to rally under- their 

banners rthey taifed". regrmerits^ took up loansy: and k concluded alliances- in your name:; 
'you did nbr difclaim them;.: but at^the moment rwhen -you were ;fuUy ceitain--th^t (; ^qu 
vcould no longer- crofs their projedb ; ! -your 'intelligence with them'by/'a : note,. ; written)by 
Louis Startiflaus 'Xavier^. fighed byjotir tw6-brathe^,;^was conceived in thefe words* ( 
" I wrote to. you, but ic was by poft, and I could fay hothingrrrWe;are two here,.who 



make but one^ one^in fentlmehts, f oneinr prinGiples,? one :inr^;eal^of } ferving .you— We 




^we-w'illiliften .: we fliall; purfufe ourfTclad. ftraight;; it is therefore defired. thatf-yoi^wUl 
enable us to lay fornething.;? domot -ftand ^u.lceremonies* : .^Be ealy o^bouj yourffafe^ty ; 
-^e only e^iff to;ferve-'you j we af£> eagerly occupied with.rthisu point j -and, ,^ll : goes on 
well. 1 even our enemies feel themfelves too much intereftecl in your^ptefervation 7 fo 
^it'omtnit^n ufelef^ terininaterin^theij/own.deftrudiQn. : * A^ieu. 

1,n ^v\ : h >: *r,: : 1 y rWo^ryu ic- > ;>>.'UnS. Xavier;and Charles .Philippe/ 5 



What have you to anfwer ? 



»l< <U.. .K.i v< ; •_ . 1;-, , .:, 



^. I difowntd all the proceeclings of my brothers, according as the conftitutioa 

: pVfefGribedTme 'to do, and -frbm^tKe- moment theyr came: to mykhowledge«!- Qt> t^Ss.note 

s -t £ lin0v£i hothmgi-j. o\ v.xh o- bo'intnno ^vasi .'-on hi /o.y X j gj'ioff udi -.A: :nv. ; sn'i 



YoL IV. 



3F. 
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* 

^. The foldiers of the line, who were to be put cm the war eftablifhment, confined of 
but one hundred thoufand men at the end of December, you therefore; negle&ed to 
provide for the fafety of the ftate* from abroad. . Narbonne required a. levy of fifty 
thoufand . men, but he flopped the recruiting at twent 
• affurances that all was ready ; yet there was* no: truth in thefe affurances. Servan 
propofed after him to form a camp of twenty thoufand men near Paris; it was. 
decreed by the legiflative afiembly ; you. refufed your 
anfwer I 



men 



fanftioib. — What 



t the: 
lafh 



If 



army : m the month of December 
they deceived themfefcves-, it is not my fault. 

^ A flight of patnotifm made the citizens repair to Paris from all quarters. You iiTued ; 
a proclamation, tending to ftop their march at the fame time our camps were without 
foldiers.. Dumourier, the fucceffcr of Servian, declared, that the nation had neither 

thepofts were left defencelefs^ You- waited! 



arms 



wiftied to, point out 



aor provifions, and that the pofts wei 
equeft made to the mmifter Lajard, 



fafety of the ftate, by 



propo&ng the levy of fz>ny-two battalions. You gave commiflions to the command 
. the troops to^ diflaand the army, to force whole regiments; to defert,. and- to make them; 
: pafs the Rhine to put them. at the difppfal of your brothers, and of Leopold of 
Auftria, with whom you had intelligence- This fa£b is proved by. the letter? of 



V 



GotraM — What 



thete. is not a. word 



Tqu 

A. I know 
charge. 

You charged your diplomatics! agents' to« favour, the coalition of foreign powers 
and your -brother*, againft France, and efpeciallyto cement peace between; Turkey and! 



latter. 
What 



procure thereby a greater number of troops againft France from* the 



ambaffador 



A. M. ehpiffeuli did not fpeak the 
£K The Pruflians advanced againft 



fifty thoufand Pruflians were marchin 
legiftative body of tfieibrmal a£s of the. pend 



conformity to the eonftitution — What 

A. It was only at that period 1 had knowlege of it t all the correfpondence paffed 



tween the miniffers;. 



department 



J£j You entrulted D'Abancourt, tftenepnew:or caionne, witatne 

and fuch has-been the. fuccefs. of your, confpiracy, that thepofts of Longwy and Verdun* 

at the moment of their annearance — What *" 



were 



anfwer ? 



enemy 

that ETAbancourt was M 



the furrender of the pofts ; I would not have confented to ; their furrender 3 if they have 



L know nothing, of 
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j£. You have deftroyed our navy — a vaft number of officers belonging to that corps 
had emigrated, there fcarcely remain any to do duty in the harbours 3 meanwhile Bertrand :. 
was granting them paffports every day ; and when the legiflative body reprefented to you 
his criminal condufl: on the eighth of March', you anfwered that you were fatisfied. with 
his fervices — What have you to anfwer ? 

A. I have- done all I could to retain the officers. As to JMU Bertrand, finee the legif- 
lative aflbmbly prefented no complaint againft him fo foecific as to put him in aftate of ac- 
cufation, I did not think it proper to turn him out of office- 

£K You have favoured the maintenance of abfolute government in the colonies ; your 
agents fomented troubles and counter-revolutions throughout them, which took place at 
the fame epoch when it took place in France, which: indicates plainly that you r hand laid 

this plot — What have you to anfwer I 

A. If there are any perfons who aiftrme to be my agents, they do notfpeak the truth 1 

I had nothing to do with what you have juft mentioned. - i 

The interior of theftate was conYulfed by fanatics ; you avowed yourfelf their ]>ro- 

te&or, in manifefting your evident intention of recovering by them yourancient power.; 

—What have you tq anfwer ? > 
A. I cannot anfwer to this ; I know nothing of fuch a projett;. • 

• ^ The legiflative body had pafied a decree on the twenty-ninth of January, againft, 
the factious priefts ; you fufpended its execution — What have you to anfwer ? 
A* The conftirution referved to me my free right to refufe my fanftion of decrees- . . 
The troubles had encreafed j the minifter declared that he knew no means in . the 
Jaws extant, to arraign the guilty. The legiflative body enafted a new decree, whicliyou 
likewife fufpended — What have you to anfwer ? 
A. I exercifed no more than the right vefted in me 4 by. the conftitution;. 

The anti-civic conduct of the guards whom the conftitution had granted you* had 
rendered it neceffary. to difband them. . The day .after their diffdlution you fent them. a 
letter expreffive of your fatisfa&ion, and ; continued 'their pay. This tafbis proved by 

the treafurer of the civil-lift — What have you to anfwer ? 

A, I only continued them, in pay till frefb ones could be rafted,, according to the tenor 
of the decree* . - ' 

•Q, You kept near your perfon the Swifs guards ; the conftitution forbade you this* 
the-legiflative alterably exprefsly ordained their departure — What have you to anfwer ? 

A. I have executed all the decrees that have been enacted in this refpedt. 

You had private companies at Paris, charged to operate movements ufeful to your 
projects of a .counter-revolution. Dangremont and Gilles were two of your agents, 
who had falaries from the civil-lift. The receipts of Gilles, who was ordered to raife 
a company of fixty men, ihall be prefented tg^you — What have you to anfwer ? 

A* I have no knowlege whatever of the projefts laid to their charge ; the idea of a. 
counter-revolution never, entered into my mind * 

You wilhed to fuborn, with confiderable fums, feveral members of the legiflative* 
and conftituent affemblies.. Letters from St. Leon and others evince the reality of thefe: 
deeds — W hat have you to anfwer ? 

A. Several perfons prefented themfelves withfimilar propofals, but! have waved them* 

^ Who are they that prefented you thofe projects. I 



Wbp : a?-e'thofe to wl?p^ yqu g^e j}ipney^ 

I g&ve ^Qriiey-tp iiobody. 

vou omitted to demand fatisfa&ion ^ 

tnofe co>untrie t s — 'What have jjou to anf^er r . 

cera or the minifters. - ....... 

4t Yo.u rreyjewed : ihe ^ils..pn^e. tenth of JtygBj*, ,£t five p'dock ,in .the; morning* 
and -the S.^f^e5e,the f fi*ft,>yl\p fi^ed,^p 1 o^..t^e..cijtj^ft^s. ' " ' "'• 
; J4. t I mm <|ay 4<> x$yi&W i4 [ the 'troftps t% ^l^jd atout,me.; the conf itu- 
ted authorities were with me, the department, the ; ,ma.y)j>r and municipality ; ' r L haji eve|n 
jnyifed :thjther 

nridft of them with my family. ... 
. ^ ' :Why. ,4id you . troops ,ip .$e. *aMe. .? 

• ^. A.U -,the 1 counted., author&es ./aw . that ; $e . cajtte ^4s Ajeatenqd ; : ^and as I -waisa 

conftituted authority I had a right to defend myfelf- . 

.9. Why did you fummpn-the jnayor of -Paris in . the night between the ninth and 
itenth^f-Auguft,i^^he ; cattle? ^ . 

• A- On -account .-pf rjthe jegortejth/it ..T»er£ f .c?tqu(^ted.. ; 
i>. oY^U'ba^^ajifed: tfte bjopd of ^e^^cli^p^e^d. 
- ;4. No fir, -not-. L ' ■• '. 

. .-^ You.authprifed hSgpjteuil -capr y «on, a coitfderable; #a4e in, .com; . fugar, and coffee 

at Hamburg. This fact, is proved" by a^eU^/ro«u ^'{^UJ^ ' " ' " 
A. I know nothing of -iWhat, you/ay. ' . 

; .-Why, diiyflu^x,a^to ; 'en.the decree ,whic ; h, gained the, formation of a c.amp of 

twenty thoufand mien ? . 

. tf. ,The • <50»mmtipn .left- tp=,mc Fthe, t free 0 right of .refuting my, fancT^n. to decrees j 
and even from that period I had;demanded the.aff^mqlage.of a camp at.Spiff.ms. 

;:Fheipjefid ; ej*;t^ 

addrefled Louis : ' Louis, is there any thing that you v wi(h to add r ' ' . 

, .. iAz IjreguefU: Qommuniciation; t of .the .charges, wj>iph :! I. t have, heard, t and pf the pieces 
relatangithewtoy/aad^be^Uberty.^f^ho 

Valaze, who; fat: »«ar . fatter & t^hen, tpgK .up; the ! p#pei$, ^Qn, t >yhich particular articles 
©frthe aceularipn a werc:fQun^ 

.read <themc.)to Louis,- j ptttj$p~_*~ /:;~,t.V ~ T A "'* t' 1 *. ^?.??Z Ai *"7-?™'?'~ 
iLouis i dp; y.o.Uiapknpwlege. f ^i s nat«»r ?. Jf. the. kincf anfwered in 'the .affirmative.' Valaze 

r ep e ated al o.u d , ; \ a s. > he Jai d 

/reconnu j' iif ;he {difavp\yei a ji t , . ( ^ , ;i 

pas reconnu.' The fir ft article prefente^^^pjii^j^as^'^e^ 

• "ji4rf.ll 4ifown them. .... . . . 

^. Letter of Louis Capet, dated June 29 1790,, fet^ Ws^onnex^ 

.iseaiiflnd^L^fayettei^tp^A^-^^^ ... 
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A. I referye to myfelf to anfwer the contents,— (Valaze read the letter) It is 

only a plan, in which there is no queftion about a counter-revolution 3 the letter was not 

to have been fent. 

O. Le 



f 



the Jacobins, about the prefident of the committee af 
of domains ; it is dated by the hand of Louis Capet, « 



A. I difown it. 



ning, March the third, marked in the margin, 
March the third, 1791/ implying a pretended 



rupture between Mirabeau and the jacobins 
A. I difown it. ' ' 

4^ Letter cf Laporte without date, in his hand-writing, but marked in the margin bf 
the hand of Lewis Capet, containing particulars refpefting the laft moments of Mirabeau, 

and expreffing the care that had been taken to conceal from the knowledge of men,fome 

■papers of great concern which had been depofited with Mirabeau, - 
A. I difown it as. well as the reft. 

£>* Plan of a conPritution, or reviiion of the conftitution, figned Lafayette, addrefled 

•to Lewis Capet, April the fixth, 1790, marked in the margin with a line in his owa 
hand-writing* 

A> Thefe things have been blotted out by the conftitution* 
J?, Do you know this writing ? 
A. I do. not. 

4 # 

.J?. Your marginal comments? 

A. I do not. • 

£>. Letter of Laporte, of the nineteenth of April, marked in the margin by Lewis 



A. I difown it. 
% L 



COJttl 



Mirabeau, the abbe Perigord, Andre, and Beau 

for their fake. 



> 



A. I difown it likgwife. 
^Letter of Laportfc of the twenty-third of "February, 179I5 marked and dated in. 
the hand- writing of Lewis' Capet.; a memorial annexed to it, refpe&ing tha means of 
his gaining popularity. • ■ • .... 

A. I know neither of thefe pieces. 

Several pieces without fignature, found in the .cattle of the Thuilleries, in the 
gap which was ftiut in: the walls of the palace, relating to the expences to gain that 

popularity. ^ . # 

Frejidtnt — Previous "to an examination on this fubjeft, I wifh to afk a preliminary 
queltion : — Have you caufed to be conilrufted a prefs with an iron door in the cattle of the 
Thuilleries, and had you your papers locked up. in chat prefs? 

A* I have no knowledge of it whatever- ■ . .. 

^ Here is a day-book written by Lewis Capet himfelf, containing the penfions he has 
granted. out of. his coffer from 1776 till 1792, in which ar« obferved fome douceurs 
granted to . Acloque. 



1 
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A. This 1 own, but it confifts of charitable donations which I have made. 
J^. Different lifts of fums paid to the Scotch companies of Noailles, Gramont, Mont* 
toorency, v.and Luxemburgh, on the ninth of July, 1791. 

A. This is prior to the epoch when I forbade them to be paid. 
Prtfident — Louis, where had you depofited thofe pieces which you own ? 
Am With my treafurer. 

-;^Pp you know thefe penfion .lifts of the life-guards, the one hundred Swifs,and 

the king's guards for 1792 ? 
A. I do not* 



Several pieces relative to the confpiracy of the camp of Jales, the originals of 
which are depofited' among the records of the department of 1/ Ardeche, 
A.*. I have not the fmalleft knowledge of them. 

^ Letter of Bouille, dated Mentz, bearing an account of nine hundred and ninety- 
three thoufand livres received of Lewis Capet* 
' A. I difown it. 

7&i An order for the payment of one hundred and fixty-eight thoufand livres, figned 

-Lewis, endorfed Le Bonneirs, with a letter and billet of the fame. 
A. I difown it. 

J£. Two pieces relative to a prefent made to the wife of Polignac > and to Lavauguyon 

and ChoiffeuL 

A. I difown them as well as the others. 

£K Here is a note figned by the two brothers of the late king, mentioned in the 



declaratory aft* A. I know nothing of it, 
, ^ Here are pieces relating to the affair of Choiffeul-GoufHer, at Conftantinople. 
A. I have no knowledge of them. 

^ Here is a letter of the late king to the bifhop of Clermont, with the anfwer of the 
* latter, of the fixteenth of April, 1791*. A I difown it. 

. : ; Prefident—^bo you not acknowledge your writing and your fignet ? A* I do not. 
jPrefident—Tlie feat bears the arms of France* 
A. Several perfons made ufe of that feaL 
; £>* Do you acknowledge this lift of fums paid to Gilles ? A. I do not. 

£K Here is a memorandum for indemnifying the civil lift for the military penfions j a 



Jetter of Dufrefne St. Leon, which relates to it. 

A. I know none of thefe pieces. 
■ : Thefe feveral interrogatories and exhibits having been gone through, the prefidenfe 
feid— Louis, I have no further queftions to propofe — have you any thing further to 



* 4 add in your defence. 

He repli^^ith promptnefs and collection — " I defire to have a copy of the accufation* 
. *< and of the*papers upon which it is founded* I alfo delire to have counfel of my own 
*< nomination/* 



The ptefident Barrere informed him that ^he eonvention had already paffed a decree 
.authorising the two firfl points j that^oa the other he Ihould be ^informed in due 
.time* 

The decree was paffed authorifing the king to chufe his own counfel y he applied ffrft tp 

Target* a diftinguilhed adyocate of Paris- who urged that it wa& not confident with his 



* 
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principles to undertake the defence of royalty, that upon the merits of the accufation, 

and trial in queftion, he would not offer an opinion, but as he had never undertaken V 
caufe in which he was not fatisfied of its being founded on juftice, he would not under-, 
take the confederation of the prefent, left by obeying the voice of confcience fhould he 
find it incompatible with his duty to defend it, his opinion might prejudice the caufe. 
He finally chofe Meffrs. Tronchet, Defeze, and Lamoignon Malelherbes. 

On the fifteenth and fixteenth of December, feveral decrees were paffed aufhorifing 
the printing of the documents, they were all laid on the table; the twenty-fixth was 
appointed for hearing the king's defence. " 

The fitting was accordingly opened at nine o'clock, and the galleries crowded with, 
people ; at ten he appeared at the bar attended by the mayor of. Paris, . generals Santerre 
and Berruyer, and his three counfeh t . , . 

The prefident faid — " Louis, The national convention has decreed that you be heard 
this day finally in your defence, by yourfelf, your counfel, , and . fuch evidence^ as you ; 
may wifli to produce — be feated." 4 . 

Louis then replied, " I have given it in charge to my counfel to jpeak for . me'* 

he turned to De Seze, who rofe and addrefied the convention as follows : 

" Citizens, reprefentatiyes of the nation! 
-~ <c The moment is at length arrived, when Louis, accufed in the name of v the French 
people, and furrounded by counfel granted to him by humanity and the law, is about to 

enter on his defence! The filence which at prefent prevails, gives ,me reafon to 

think that the day of juftice has fucceeded the days of prejudice. Unfortunate kings 
are entitled to more pity and more refpe£t than the unfortunate iii other ranks of 'life,, 
and he who formerly occupied the moft brilliant throne. in the. univerfe, nuift excite'a 



(till greater degree of intereft ! 



u You have ordered him to appear before you- — he has- obeyed with calmnefs 
and dignity, emboldened by his innocence and fupported by the teftimony of his whole 

life. He has revealed to us even his thoughts i In difcuffing without preparation, 

and without mature examination, charges which he did not forefee, and being obliged, 
as one may fay, to make an extemporaneous defence ; it was impoffible for Louis not ta 
declare to you his innocence I .... . I {hall demonftrate it — I (hall produce proper proofs j 
and I fincerely wifh that this hall could be rnftantly enlarged^ that: the .multitude, who 
have received the moft fatal impreSIons againft Louis, might come hither to receive im- 
preflions of a contrary nature, Louis knows that Europe waits with .anxiety for the 
fentence you are about to pafs- He knows that it will be handed down to pofterity ; but 
he confiders only his cotemporaries . . ... like him, we forget pofterity, and look only to 
the prefent moment, 

" Had I to addrefs only judges, I fhould be fatisfied with" telling them, that firice the 
: nation has aboliflied royalty, no farther fentence can be pronounced againft Louis 5 
but I addrefs the people; I mult examine the queftion under two points of view ;. v that 
in which Louis was placed before he accepted the conftitution, and that in which he ftopd 
- after he accepted it. 

" In examining this fubjeflt, I firft find the decree which ena&s, that Lewis, ffiall be 
tried by the conftitution. Thofe who framed that decree, undoubtedly faid that Louis 

: -could not ihelter himfeli under Jri* inviolability v What then haveypu-done by that decree l 
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You have conftituted yourfelves judges of that accufation, which you yourfelves mad?, 

'You have decreed alfo, that Louis mould be heard. If he ought then to be heard, he 

'has a right to defend himfelf ; the judge mult not circumfcribe the means ; the con,- 

mention will examine them according to their juft value when produced. It Louis deceive* 
himfelf, you rauft refute his errors. 

" Nations' are fovereign; They have, a right to give themfelves whatever form of ,gq« 
,yernment they think proper, I fhall not conteft this principle, and it is not yet forgotten 
that the efforts of one of the counfei of Louis contributed . to make, it be inferted in the 



conftitution, * But the nation itfelf cannot exercife its fovereign ty. It muft, therefore, 
delegate the exercife of it. • In 1789^ the nation chofe a monarchical government-— a 
monarchical government required inviolability in the chief ; it was neceffary- he. flionld 
command the refpect which enforces the obedience required by the law. The nature of 
this inviolability has been fully difcuffed. ■ It has- been pretended that it was not a fynallag* 
, matic contract ; but the delegation of the fovereignty was a contract as' long as it was not 
revoked i it was a mandamus if you chobfe; but a mandatory could not, fubmit to. oth^r 
conditions, -or other punifhrnents than thole* mentioned. in the mandamus. * . 

cV Oh opening the fecond chapter, under the article royalty y I find that the. perfon of 
the king is inviolable { there is no exception, no modification whatever : But»there are 
jcertain cbreutnftances- in- which the. chief might lofe that chara^er of inviolability.' .The 
firft cafe is as follows ; 

6 Art, V. § 1. Chap. iL of the third title, •• If the king, has not taken the oath, pr 
c if, after taking it, he retracts, he fhall be confidered as having abdicated the .throne/ 
- • • " k The nation here impofes on the king the duty of taking the oath. To retraft from 
this oath is a crime againft the nation. The nation guarded againft this crime, and ap- 
pointed a puriifhrnent for it — I exprefs myfelf incorrectly — it was not a punifhmenr---jt 
was not a forfeiture ; the word is not mentioned ; it is only a fuppofition that. the. king 
fhould be confidered as having abdicated the throne, You fee that,, the conftitution 

eftablifhes no .tribunal, that it fpeaks not of trial, and that it does ; not pronounce the word 

' forfeiture* . 1 > 

. .".The king, however, without retracting his oath,, mighs betray .it— he .might favour 

criminal and hoftile -enterprifes againft the ftate. The . conftitution alio provided againft 
this cafe : — tf Art. VL If the kmc: fliall put himfelf at the head of an army, and dire&its 
* force againft the nation; or if he does not oppofe by a formal a&, fuch an* enterpnie, 
4 which may be undertaken in his name, he fhall be confidered as having, abdicated the 

.. c - throne j' ' - . - * 

* ... . Weigh well, I befeech vou the nature of the crime provided aerainft by this article. 1 
None more criminal can exift. It fuppofes all the machinations, all the perfidies, alltpe 

fcourges, all the horrors., and all the calamities " of a bloody inteftine war ; • . . and yet 
. what does the conftitution pronounce ? A : prefumption of the king having abdicated t|ie 
. throne. . , , . . : . * . N . i • j 

€ Art. VII. If the king quit the kingdom, and does not return, after being invited 

c to do fo by the legiflative body. 5 . . • • What" does the conftitution declare in this, cafe- 

A prefumption. that he has abdicated the throne. ~ * \ / * • j 

" Art J VIII. States, that ^fter an exprefs or legal abdication, the king, (hall be; ttipp* 

like other citizens, for all crimes pofterior to his; abdication^ It relulfs, .then, that 
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-the king had a particular e^iftence,- abfblui-ly different * from that of ether citizens; 
and whence urofe this parlieolar, this privileged exigence, but from the law, which co.V 
'ferred upon him that "character of inviolability, which 1 he could not loiV, bur by an ex- 

* prefs and'degal abdication ? 



Ity 



ie a kmc? 

i 7 



have entered the clafs of citizens? 
the le^iflative body and the king. 



not 



: can commit agahr.t the-uatiou, that it fuppofeshim to' 

•In ihort, the law here is perfectly equal with regard to 
-The legiflarive body might alfohetray the nation.- It mig 
"The nation had a right to dtabii/h a puni&ment'ferr t 
"been the cale. 

Louisis-accufed — he'is ticcufefl in the riame-'of the nation — he is accufed of various 
/crimes : Thefe crimes are either provided againft by. the conftitutional aft, and then the 
•punifhment - there eftabliflied is to be applied to them ; or they are not provided againff, 
and in that vCafe there exifts 'no ptmifhment =wlHch can be applied to them. 

" I will go farther — -I fay they have been provided* for, . . •_• Th^jnoft atrocious of 



criminal ^ 6 



for 



"that article may be under flood/ the crimes are there — they areallthurej but the law 
• i onlv declares, that Drefumotion of the throne beintr abdicated. I am well aware, *that as 

Apt he applied ; but could 



have 



it change the condition of Louis ? Has he not a right to fay, \. was the prifoner cf the 
-nation, why did you not bring me to trial ?— ryou haveabolifhed royalty. I do not dif- 
: pute your right, bat whac— becaufe-you haveabolhhed royalty, do you - wiih.ta punifh 
-me? And becaufe you know nor law applicable to*me, do you wilh to create one: for me-- 
for me alone I You are doubtlefs hiyelted .with every power, but there is one which; you 
have not— that of being unj aft- 

" It is faid that' Louis ought to Re tried as an enemy. But is he not a very crael 
•enemy who could put himfelf-at the head of an army* againft the nation?— It has been 
faid, that; he was inviolable only in regard to every citizen individually. According to 
his principle would not the reprefentatives df the people be 'more inviolable in regard* to 
the people, for whatever they might have done, *faid, or written during a feffion ? "X 
'(hall here quote to -70U a k pafiage from Roufleau : 4C where I - fee neither the law 
^ c which prpfecutes, nor the law which condemns, I will not refer to the general 
" will; foHthe- general wiH.cannot^pronounce as- the general will, either againft any man, 

or any>faft * 5 ' ' 

1 ** $ut'if'yeu taike from Louis the right of being inviolable, you xannot4ake*frpm : hira 
the right of being-tried as a % citizen : and in the latter cafe 1 would aik you, where are 
thefe protefting forms-; where are thefe juries, which are as it were hoftages for the lives 
and honour of citizens-? i would aflc yoi^ ^hefe is that proportion of fuffrages which 



the law has <fo \yifely eftab'iilhed -?• Where 



urn the cpnfeiericeand opinion of -the-judge? 1 fpeak to you with the-opennefs 
freedoiru 1 -wiih to'fmd among yotV-judges, and Ffee only acciCfer*--you «w 



of a fon of 
<wifh to : pafs 

fentence >upon- -Lotus, and -you" have' already expreiTed your fentiments on his cafel 
You wilh -to. pafs fetence upon Louis, ^and your opinions are well known over ail 

'Europe"! - 
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attempted" to difibi ve 'tBe affembly ?. Do you forget that it was he * who convoked it ? Dq; 
you forget that for' above a century and'a half, princes, more jealous of their authority 
than he, conftantly refufed fuch a convocation ? ; Do you forget,, that had it not been for 

and the numberlefs facrifices to which he consented, you would not be here deli- 
berating on the interefts of the ftate l : • ,„ v Hfe is accufed of furrounding , Baris with 
troops, but tcan fay, that thefe troops were deftined only to proteft Paris from thofe who 

. wifttoi to difturb the public tranquillity. Lhad occafion to fee the orders* given to them,, 

: when I undertook the defence of the commandant,, whom the. nation without any hefita- 
tion acquitted. * 

" I ffiall not here : take noticeof the paper: in which Talon is mentioned as* acting apart 
in a plan formed for. a counter-re volution* nor of the papers fubjoined to that memoire. 
f Had I to defend a. psrfon of ordinary raak, I would obferve that a citizen cannot be 
eomclemned.f r-om papers procured by attacking fais habitation^ unleft' they have been: 
*§reYio^ily fealed up, and an inventory- taken of them. The habitation of Louis was at- 
tacked, and his drawers were broke open*. Mone of them were fealed up, no inventories^ 



>v4r.e oak-en, and papers which might have b$en ©ppofedto others may have been conceal- 
;H@d:. The letters of a<d;ecea?fed jserfcn are iq^ioted,. but'ican the letters of a poxfon-deceafed: 
]bp .adduced as proofs;?: T-hefe letters it is faid^ mention money- diftributed ; but even fuppo- 
: iing- that this faft, which they-do not: clear up, were true; and fuppofing it true, that 
jgreater or fmaller (Urns ;had foeen ex torted from the beneficence and fenfibility of Ilouis,- 
5<io you cnot know with what unhappy^faeility kmg^s.may deceived ? The 

,pl«an of a letter to*Lafa:yette and Mirabeauis tnentioned.j. but this letter was never fenu 
Mfrabeau. ai>d Laiayette were at that> time the two moft p.o pular characters ;■. they both 
loved the conftitution, and nothing was meant in that letter butaheigood of the ftatc. 
fLauisj is accufed alfo ;of having written a . letter to Bouille j: in regard to this, he has nc 
^ccafiori to juftify himfelf j 'the national raffsmbiy had before, wted thankstQ Bouillefor 

rliis : gorod conduct. 

. " ¥ou accufe him for the . aflemblage on' the twenty-eighth of* February,; >but< popular 

jfumours had attra&ed at that time, a t number: of violent perfonS; round the palace, and 

Leluis ordered them to lay afide their armsw YpUracGufeliim 6f*the maffaqre,. ih^he-Champ-- 

.^e-MarSj/but do you-forgdt-that' this unhappy .prince was then fufpended from ins'powers,, 
^nd/was watched like a prifpner ! > ..... The natiori;has- decreed |that it flidLtxe a repub* 

lie, but this was not the form : of government it wiflied for then.. Did not the legiflative 

aflfembly^declare sgainft- a republic in the month of j^ujly laft ?< flad Louis betrayed -the- 
iatefefts of the: nation :at. that p,eriqdi : or had. he abufeddt^confidence,. yixur ought to have 
fntiied •him-'— you ought.to have bewailed>the fate of kingsrvbut he. ought. not to have been 

tried,; I have not yet pronounced the. word which would* have mado- that chain of 

®eejifatibns fall-r — L'have not ifaid, that, finee all thefe fe&s,, Louis accepted the son* 
fiitBtfcn— the conftitutxon was the contrail of v allian ce bet ween . the. people and tfreJdng--- 
jfamt (was iho fongefcany r doubt— the^aft was forgotten. . Let us ?now>examine what Louis 
|iafesddrie fineethis aciQeptation., :The.a& of Haccuffafion comprehends>fa£s for which Louis 
^asuofebojand ltd arifw£r L perfonai}yy ,an$i fa&ik for which he was.perfonallyv.refpG)nfible^ * By 

tjfce: conftitution, the king was not refponfible for what might be done by his agents- &n 

t^wmfaiy^ at dnade- his mini^ts-refponfib.le. .At vpjefent, -one, i»8-/ao <*}ght »t$ aceafe* 

^$%fr^ v 




o 

fct 



• " Louis is' aeeufed of having left the national aff&jably ignorant of the convention of 

jpihiitz. JBut this convention was .a fecret treaty between die emperor and the king of 
Pruffia. There was no reafon of flats that could make it a rule for minifters fo com- 
ronnicate tp an $ffefijb]y whofe deliberations were public, an aft which was net public- 
ypu have acevted k^yis of having retarded, for a month, the tranfmiffion of : the decree 
relative tp .^vigSfin, That; Citizens^ was one of .the charges again ft the minifter Beiefiart, 
who had: declared,, that his defence, which he was preparing in his prifon, would leave 
doubt of v his innocenee-r And can you,. after his death, prefer the fame charge againftf 
the king? -You- Have charged^ him with the troubles of Nifrnes and of jales. Was the 

Jtijjg.refpojlfiW fo great a revolution ? 

A letter of "VVitgenftein is-, imputed- to him as a crime : All that he could do, was 
.fo give Witgenfteih no appointment 1 after his recah The fnuatibn of commandant ctf" 
(Porfica is talked Pf> but that command he never obtained- It is faid, that he . had an 
sppointmgpt in the.army of the north . "Lafayette may have aiked it, but the letter that 
gave him fuch an appointment, remained in the war*office.. 

" Louis is aecyfed 6f the account givent by Narbonne* I fhall anfwer but- a> word. 
When .Nqrbogne quitted the miniftry r *the Jegiflatiye affembly decreed, that he carried 
with him the regret and the confidence of the nation* The furrendelr of Lpngwy is- 
•niqde a charge agamft him, hut the inhabitants alone were guilty — The furaender of Ver- 
dun is .W^dg a jcharge agamft .hrm-rrnwho.. then but Louis appointed, the commandant, fo. 
celebrated for his heroifm, who preferred death to Turrendering ? 

M He is accused; of- havingimai although the; eonftitutibn fo'rbad i 

it. Mark the fa&sv . A decree faid that- the king Should be requefted to prefent a new* 
fprmation of his ^'gi^nt of Swifs .guards, in the mean time the affembly had direfied,- 
tfyat it fhould be : k:§pt up provifiona% till the period of this formation, ©n the third of 

July, the affembly. qnisred * the depart ure of the three battalions of this : regiment. On 

the feventQenth- w?s written: the letter of D'Aflry, remonftrating againfbthe decree, and: 

3gpealijig to the c3piiTul3ti.oijs--r-a new decree was paffed which ordered tliedepartureqf two A 
battalions-r-E); A-ffjry heflte ting between: the decree and the capitulations,- addreflfed .new 
renjonftrances to the^aflemJjly' The affembly paffed to the order of the day;: and 'the- 



-battalions left- Paris. 

" I come now to tjie fa&s which may be confidered as concerning him perfonally, 
Louis is firft attacked fornot haying fapdioned the decree refpe&ing the priefts, and that 
Kfpefting. the c^mp^at . Paris- I might fay r . that the conftitutioh gave him the free an ^ : 
abfolute power of vandithat, if he erred; his error could not be imputed to Him 

as a crime. Ejijt if: a great number :of ;citkeqs feejned to fupport the latter decree, 
ftill greater number feemed ; to oppofe it- He thought it prudent fa refufe his fan&ion. 
But, at the fame time, by a wife meaftire, Ke directed the formation of a camp at Soiffons - 
and this camp was mpre nfefulko our armies than that at Earis could have been- T 

« His letter to the bishop of . Clermont is objected to him :; But that letter contains; 
only an opinion purely religious, and vf%$ prior ; to his acceptance of the conftkutioi^ 
iWhpn he .accepted the constitution, he did not think it free f rem blemi&es ; for^ iiu 
t|ie very aft of I accepting it* he fpeaks of legal reforms. He is accufed of having pai4- 

liis guard ;<fcut the afembly,in decreeing its discharge, had faid that k : ftoujd be organifea^ 

mm*- Itewas .therefore* incumbent, on/hi$ juftice^and his haa»n»y>ta pay- it'r till' its*: ne.v*' 
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formation* He is accufed of having : given aid to the emigrants, and of having pro tededo 



by his ambafiadors, the coalition of foreign powers. 



.the court of Vienna* I anfwer, that Louis conftantly oppofedthe efforts of the emigrants. 



.Refpe&ing.this, I will cite a fact. 



,the emigrants •'to obtain anus .and ammunition at Frankfort, and of the reiuial of the 
magiftrates of Frankfort- -He directed^the refident to thank the magiftrates, and to in- 
vite;them toperfevere.in their refufaL • : . 1 

: " There is -.not a fingle emigrant that received aid from him. He provided for the 
.maintenance. of his nephews : ;the elded was fourteen, the vouneeft eleveh years of airei 



Muft 
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>has made* one. The .nephews of Lewis were without refources. 
•orients of humanity? Muft he, for being a -king, .ceafe to be^.kinfman:? He gave money 
to the governefs of .the children, but (he was the governed of his children, and had left 
*Francefince 1.789. .Choiffeul-Beaupre had.b^n in.italy.fince 1789, and had:never borne 




Monfieur 



ie king. All that he did was to give fecurity ibr his other 

ufandlivres : but this was in xi 780, and ,he was inducec 



r, and 

fum of 
iv.es of 



hu 
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.mouftier was npt the agent of Louis, but of .the princes, his brothers. 



objected. to -him. itistfuppofed-thatbecaufe he was 

nt&s beimputed.; but the very letter of 



,this ambaffador proves that it was three days aft 
that he formed an intrigue, againft the national vambaffador fent .to replace him It 
.was Choiffeul who wrote, .who > acted, -who fpokemf hi* ferrices to the princes the 
king's brothers, The billet proves that Louis had no cpnne&ion with him. 



fubornation 



eafury 



of offices, ten millions ; he eafed the 



We 



intere 



leaves us all die fliame, and gives to another all the, profit, we cannot eafily-coinprehendo 
The fa£t is, ^as ; ir appears from the papers /communicated to 'Louis, that it was he alone 
.who prevented;the decree iron? being propofed >to. the affembly, .and that he- expreifed 
difpleafure .and indignation atJt. ; ■ 

" A charged ,brought.againft him which has excited -the indignation of the«pecple, 

and which could; not but appear a -very; heavy one. ;Heis accufed of -having paid his 
body-guards at Coblentz ; . . . . rhis.chafge I iown (truck me with grief ; I was I d to 
ftifpeft .the :; good faith of Louis.; the ; pro6fs appeared to-be clear. = I come this day to 
iiiake.the reparation in the .eyes of Europe, :which,l feel that 1 owe to him. All the 



Mark 



guards 



majefty : trt continue 

iaieftv -means -.that the 
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amount of this pay fhall not be delivered in total to the etat-major, but to each individual 

at the pay-office, of the civil lift, on his particular- receipt of refidence within the king* 
dom. 5 Ail the papers have been made as public as . poflible— Louis has been denounced 
to France, and to all 'Europe. All the ankles of accufation have b?en ordered to be 
primed ; and the oniy paper lhat refutes thefe charges, i$ the only one that has remained 
unknown This paper, muft have been among the reft. By what flxange fatality is it 
not to be found among .hern ? At laft Louis, alter mu ;h pains, obtained from the offices,.- 
an authentic copy of this paper. He has produced. it to the eyes of Europe. , * 

" I come at laft to the dilaftrous day of the tenth of Auguft. Had we believed that 
Louis had committed the crimes of which he is accufed you would not fee us at this, 
bar to give him the aid of our courageous veracity. All youiS fuccefles fince that day 

have given you the power of being generous— we afk you only to be juft : He dread? 

cd the invafion of his .palace: he maintained a .more exa& correspondence with the 
popular authorities— ^ln' fine, the. people came thither. The procurator fyndic reads, witijt 
regret no doubt, the fifth article of the law, which dire&s to repel force by force. . K * 
The cannoneers for anfwer difcharge their cannon before him. . - . Then the procurator 
.Tyndic invites Louis to go to. the afiembly ; he goes thither. One hour after \ our misfortunes 

. commence ; . • • How' began the aftion ?'I know not. Hiftory will perhaps know more 

■ than I do.. He. is accufed of having reviewed the troops — granted. Accufe the mayor 
sdfo of having vilited the poftsw Was not Louis a conftituted authority ? Was not his 
authority a depo'lit in'his hands, of which the law forbad him the leaftt infringement: ? 
I know it has" been faid that Louis excited the infarreftion, to effett the execution of 
his proje&s ; but, who/is now. ignorant that this infurreftion was combined,* matured; 

--that it had its agents, its counffel, its directors; who is ignorant that afts — -that. treaties on 

•the fubjed had been figned"? 

: « In this hall men have contended for the glory cf the tenth of Auguft: . /Tco*n e 
not to dispute that glory; but* fince it has been proved that, that day was premeditated* 
how can; it be .made a crime: in -Louis? And you . accufe 'him — -ancLyou would givej 
judgement • againft" him ..... againft him • . • . who 'has never given a fanguinary order 
againft -him;- who at Varehnes preferred returning a capdve, to expofing the life of a 
tingle man ; — againft him^ who on the twentieth of June refuted every kind of aid, and 
preferred remaining alone in the midft of the people! Hear hiftory fpeak — -Loui* 
mounted the throne at. the age of twenty,; he exhibited on it an example of morals, of 
juitice, of economy ; .he aboiifhedTervitude in his. domains ; the people defired liberty, he 
gave it. ' [Murmurs. J We cannot deny to Louis the glory of having always anticipated 
the wiibes of the people — I do .not conclude.; & appeal to hiftory think that" hiftory will 

judge your judgement- 15 

The counfei refpe&fully bowed 'his head and'fat down— the prefident Fermond, thea 
rofe and laid— « .Louis, haVe.yau any thing 1 further" to add- to* the defence made by your 
; " coimfel;" ' * " 

p 9 

* 'Louis then rofe with Tome emotion, but colle&ing himfelf,-he faid — " Citizens, my 
means, oi defence are before you,- 1 need not repeat them. In /peaking to ycu perhaps 
fir the. isfi time I declare to you, that. my confeience makes me no reproach, and 
that my defenders have told you nothing but the truth. I have never dreaded the 

'" public examination tjf mycondud; but my "heart is rent to find in the • accufatie% 



-Vol. .IV 
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of .having wifhed to flied the blood of the; people ; and 



a that the misfortunes of the tenth of Auguft are attributed. to me, I: own, that the 
a many proofs I have given upon all occafionsof my love for the people, and the man- 
4C ner in which X'have always cGndutted myfelf, appeared to roe fuffieient .to prove, 
" that I did not fear to expofe my own perfon* to fpare their blood; and: to . exempt 

me for ever from fuch an imputation.. ** 

The keys found at the zarde-meuMe^vre 
if 'he knew them- 



ic 



th^t my houfe was 



- . j — - > 

keys to Thierry 



aiked 



** for keys-; but l"know not whether thofe prefented to me are. the fame that I delivered*. 
** From the time that has 'elapfed r cannot recolIeQ: them."' 



■ 

Few tears fell.' 



and ? on going out a. fudden flufli overfi?re*id his countenance 



m V 

: A decree was immediately pafled, that he fliould be reconducted to the Temple ; that 
the defence made. by. the (jounfel (hould be fignedi lw him- ai^cl them.;: that the words— 
cc the' people defirecl "liberty, and he gave it"—- whjcfe had excited murmurs, and had 

been fihce {truck out by* the cpunfel,' "{hould be replaced ; that the defence fhould be 



partmentsv 



he. infpeftipn of the counfel,. and circulated through the eigt 



huffions on' the defence* of Louis and feparate proportion s- of feveral members 
goh tin ued many days ;, there appeared \\ ^h.er^r-;Concurrjenc.e -iij- the opinion of hit 




the 



d 



principally 



Occupied thefe fittings..' The variety .of ' opinion on t.hefe points, was very {Ink 
from' the circumftance that members, generally underftood .to belong to the moft oppohte 

parries concurred in:' die fame opinion," and ; thofe who were ufuaHy confidered as the mofb 
decidediyr'attached to each other by the ties - of party-, daagreedin the important points 
concerning the punifhment and the period and manner of its execution. 

Among thefe opinions ,fon>e were for an immediate- vote, upon the general charge 




Were of opinion that he ought to fuller, death, but deemed jt prudent and neceflary to 
Sifcufs the expediency of retarding or accelerating the pnniflimehr, riS Mailhe 9 /Creilliarcl 
-Qaudet, Gerifonne, Vergnjaud and Briffot ;. a third 



o 




meht, 



were agreed in his abfolute guilt 
need it -would be a . m.orq.fuitable: 
i to banifh him, .of this opinion, f 
Petion, Manuel, "Salles,; j5uffaul^ llabaut, Cambaceres r Gnellimard,. Louvet,. 
Charles, Tillette, and Thomas Paine ; the' opinion of the latter is important in itfelf,. 
conne&ed with the man and the hiftory, we Jhall give it at leijgth^ as it was delivered in 
writing to the "convention, upon the difciiffion of death*. There were,alfo a; few^who 
we're courageous enough, to vote for the acquittal ; and a very critical difcuflipn was 
introduced, ^ippn the queftion -whether the fentejioe p^3*ed fhould not he. finally re 

to the decifion "of "the people irj pri.ma.ry affemblies. 

£a£Ho,n however was not afle.ep during thefe folemn difcuflions 



u ■ 




15afp.arini introduced a ch 

tesd-^ lhe. f Riew? of X& 
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by them* ; hi? fa^d his information from Bbze ^painter who was concerned iii *tKe trank 
action, which he believed amounted to a'confpiracy and Rohefpierre denounced ,RoIand y 
who he alleged had concealed that p^per,. and others. 

/Thuriot a member of the mountain, defended Roland, and Gaudet in a very fhanly 
fpeech refuted the calumny, which neyerthelefs, had a confiderable influence on the public 
mind, though a fubfequent examination of Boze alfo acquitted them. 

, The fourteenth however was appointed for the final confederation of the evidence and ' 
decifionon. the refult; after a debate which continued till ten at night, it was decreed 
that the napies^ of the members fho.uld be called over in the • alphabetical order of - their 
departments,, and that they fjhould anfwer yes or no, on the three following proportions : 

I. Is Louis gmi]ty of a conspiracy againfi: the liberty of the nation, and of attempts 
againft the fafety of the llate. ? ; 

II. Shall recourfe he had to the appeal to the people before infli&ing punrfhment. ?\ 

III. What punifhment fhalfhe fuffer ?* . - 
On th$ fifteenth, it \yas decreed that in vpting on th? feverai queftions, - the anfwer 

f each member ihould be entered- after his name,. pi)d the lift afterwards ..font to the' 
eighty-four departments.. < 

Upon the firit q^eliion, one of the fecrctaries called over the names, and it appeared- 
that of fe veil hundred and forty-. five votes, twenty-fix were .ableiiL .on , leave, five 
through illnefs^ f o.ne:.witftout any eaufe aligned, twenty-fix. had* made various declar- 
ations . on . the qu^iUon, and Jin ^hu^r^ qti^- rJiiety^three. had- voted in: .the affirmative. 



Whereqpon Yerginftyd the- prdfident rofe and faid~r~* c L declare: in .the name of the 
^ convention, that I^quis- Capet is guilty of cQjifpiring . againft the liberty of the 
" nation,, and of attempts againft the general fafety of the ftate.^ \ 

The fecond.queftionAyas theivput hv the feme form ; a. great number of members affign- 
§d motives for Wing againft: any appeal, but the rooft forcible was, that it would' be 
the means, of producing; ; a civil- war ; . upon calling, oyer the names there appeared to be 
twenty members :^bfent with, le^/e, ten who would not vote, three lick, three abfent 
without anycaufe a(ligned, in the affirmative two hundred and eighty .-three,. and;in. the*. 

^gative four huAdrjed and twenty- fptir.. 

The prefident rhen rofe and declared--^ The- national convention' decrees, that the 
•f judgment which" it (halLprpn.onnce upon. Louis Capet,, fliall not be fubje&ed to an ap— 
< c peal to the people,"' 

. "While, this important tranfa&ion- : w?s before the convention, the eyes of all Europe* 
were turned with mixed emotions towards France y the court of Spain, fo intimately con- 

neeted with the monarch, and -by the. proximity of fituation and collateral interefts be*- 
fcween the two nations, . had .not been; indUferent to that.inue, which from the firfthad' 
been fo clearly, forefeen. ; Qn the twenty rfixth, of December the Spanifli minifter d'GcarisK. 
prefented a letter to Le Brun, ©Itenfibly on the .fubjeft of neutrality, but in fad intended 

to operate in favour ofXoqjs* Some warlike preparations on the. part of Spain had. 
induced, a demand; on the par J: of \he French through their .agent at Madrid, oftheinteni- 
tion of thofe meafures j .this letter ftated that the anfwer was fent by a French courier,, 
the more ftrongly to manifeft that no fecrgt defigns were .entertained towards France**, 

that Spanifh troops -ufually Rationed; on the French frontier would be withdrawn whence,, 
fed-.it. .mt&VP* aeseij&rx- tp rmwtitim thfctQVWsnt «yil .difpofcd-perfonsiroia.intiisl.- 
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.ducing feditious maxims into Spain ; that no doubt could be entertained of the fincenty 
oFSpain, and that u . nothing could fo much contribute t> confolidate the union of 
46 the two nations, and in which- all Europe. had Tikewife an intereft, as- the iffuc? 
cc of the moinentohs fnbjeft that then occupied France, Ir is by the manner. in which 
ec France (hall treat the unfortunate king Lewis XVI. and his Si-nily hit foreign narkm* 
<c will be able to judge with certainty of her generofity a id hur moderation, " 

• 'After entering into a confideratiou * of the cafe, and venting loim fevere recrirnha* 

tions on the king's perfecutors, little calculated to produce i m*) derate decern* ination 
in any cafe, lie fuggevh liven the prefence of Louis XVL and his family in rhe 
4 < country which they fhould choofe for an afylum, would be an exi'fting teftimony of 
* cc . the generofity and power of the French, and. would teach -ali ijien that your nation 
* 6 knows how to unite moderation with vittory ; that (he has noble and beneficent 
6C paffions only, and that the triumphs of her arms do not hinder her from voluntarily 
« c bowing her head before the image of jullice." 

• This letter .-appears to. have been dilated under impreflions of the power of Spain 
being very formidable* to ^France, -and that the nation was likely to be acted upon by the 
appreh-enfions of a. general union of the powers of Europe. -'But the conduft of the 
convention and the events that have^followcd, too clearly expofe the weaknefs of fuch im- 
preffionsx Thi^ letter >was followed by another from the fame t-ninifter on the feventeenth : 
of January, containing a propofition of mediation on the part of Spain, with a view to 
peace between "France and the powers at war, ^implying that becaufe the meafure would be 
ufeful to France it (hould alfo operate to foften the deftiny of the king's unhappy relative* 

The firil of thefedetters had been referred to the diplomatic committee, the other was net 

fuffered to be read* . - 

• Several efforts were alfo made by 'indi viduals in the monarch's behalf ; Cazales, who 
had diftinguifhed himfelf in the conftituent affembly, and taken. flight to England, folicit- 
eda palTport in order to appear as -the defender of tLouis ; the fame offer was made by 
Narbonne the former minifter of w a r, and-Lally-Tollendal; Bouille l had the impru- 

^enceafter his public perjury and* treachery. -to tranfmitan atteftation in the king's favour, 
concerning the flight to Montmedy ; and Choiffeul, who had been adive in flirring up 
all *; the" potentates -of Europe againft France, expected that a declaration from him con- 
cerning the money, that had been in Bouille's hands, would- operate in his favour. But 
among the.blind and unfortunate a£ts of his friends, that of Bertrand, the former minifter 
of marine, ^sttheraoft ftri&^ papers cal- 

culated not to prove the king'sinnocence, but rthat both the parties :in the convention, 
the mountain and the^Gironde, had been in 'feeret negociation with the king for the refto- 
ration :of hisipower. -Under -what fatality of mind fuch a communication fhould have 
been made is. unaccountable, confidering *that -Bertrand could not.be ignorant that the 
perfons to whom it .was .offered* were the very per fons -whom it accufed. ■ If it was intended 
to fow. jealoufy between rthe parties, and to lodferi the national confidence in them, the 
former, perhaps was efiedtec}, but as the papers were not publiflied, the latter intention was 
fo far abortive. . But it proved ~ only -more -fatal to the unhappy monarch, as itwent to 
eftablifli his .having* received overtures, contrary to his oath. 

. ...On the fixteenth the queftion-of pumfhnicoj .was to beL determined^ but much of the 
day was employed in debating' upon the. amount of the mayoriry.TiecefTary to decide upon 
this qaeflion * it was urged that the majority fhould be two-thirds of the votes to this it 
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was anfwered that the queftion ought to be deceided by the fame principle that evety 
quedion concerning the people is -determined, the abfolute majority, which was fufficient 
for declaring war, that is condemning to death thoufands of men. It was therefore de- 



creed that the majority fhoiild be one. It was feven at night before 
to be taken, - 

On the feventeenth the voting continued without intermifEon. It was during this 
fitting that the fecond letter of the Spanifh ambaffador was received , and pafTed over for 
the order of the day. The counfelof Louis alfo notified their attendance, and it was 
ordered that they fhould be admitted after the votes ftiould be completed. A member then 
obferved that feveral votes had been given for death with certain reftri&ions ; it would 
be neceffary to decide jipon them, firft that they fhould be confidered as formal: votes for 
death, and fecondly referring to frefii votes and further difcufiion the decifion of the period 



at which it fhould be -executed. This was adopted. 



proclaim 



therefult • . ... A mo ft profound filence prevailed for feveral minutes— He then faid 
" The alfembly confills of feven hundred and forty-five members— of whom one has 
" died, fix are fick, two abfent without caufe and cenfured in the minutes accordingly, 
eleven abfent upon public duties, and four- who do not vote, making in all twenty- 
<c three reprefematives who have given no opision. The number of votes is thus 
" reduced to feven hundred and twenty-one,: In order that there may be a majority, 



demanding a difaiffion of 



fixty 



* 6 death with a referve of its commutation or delay ; twofor death, but not to be-esrecu* 
G < ted until after peace fhall have been concluded, unlefs in cafe of aninvafion of the 
c< - French territory, in which cafe to take place twenty four hours after the invafion; 
cc twofor chains ; three hundred and nineteen for imprifonment affd banifhment-; three 



hundred and fixty-fix for death; 

The prefident then lowering; his 
faid 

u npunces againft Louis Capet is — Death " 



profound and awful fileneff 
ie punilhment which -it pro* 



The three counfet of the king were then admitted; Defeze addreffed the con 



vention : 



* 

" Citizens reprefentatives, the law of the nation and humanity have entrufted to us the 



facred 
of our 



llgn 



ence 



with his own hand^ of which the following is a copy 4 

* 6 I owe it to my tfwn honor, I owe it to. my family, not. to fubferibe to a f 
which declares me guilty of a crime of which I cannot accufe myfelf In confe a 
I appeal to the : nation from the lent eh ce* of its representatives; and T commit hythefe 
preferits .to the fidelity of- my . defenders, to make known to the national - convention, 
this . appeal, by all the means in their power, and to demand, that mention of it h 
made in the minutes of their fitting. (Signed) Louis." 

Defeze then refumed his fpeech ; he folemnly invoked the convention in the name of 
Ms colleagues to confide r by what a fmall majority the fentence was palfed ; " Do not 
" afflid France," faid he* M by a Judgement- that will appear terrible tohfcr ? whenjfo/c 
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cc voices only were fufficient to* carry it." He conjured them to confider how large the 
number was that would- not accord with that vote, and how refpe&able their opinions 
fupported by benevolence and the peace of the country-. 

Tronchet,. another, of. the defenders of Louis, protefted againft the decree, 
which the affembly had declared that the fentence fhould be paffed, like its other decrees, 
by an abfolute majority* K$ demanded the repeal of the decree, obferving, that as 
the penal code had ferved as the bafis of the opinion of thofe who had pronounced the 
punifliment of death,- the affembly ought, conformably to that code, not to pronounce 
punifliment except by two-thirds of the voices. 

Lamoignon Maleftierbes,, the third counfelof Louis, begged'the convention to allow 
him till the next day, to prefent fome obfervations on the kind of majority, which to him 
feemed neceffary, before fentencerfhould be pronounced- 

The prefidentinformed the counfel that their requefts would be confidered, and invited 

them to^ the honours of the fitting, A member while they were prefent refuted the objec- 
tion of Tronehet the penal code; hefaid, required a majority of two-thirds-, not for the 
application, of punifliment, but for the declaration of fads; that the diftin&ion was in 
itielf clear,, two-thirds being required to decide upon evidence before trial, to examine 
whether it was of a nature cognizable by juftice or the contrary; the deeifion upon the 
trial by that evidence, oppofed by every fpecies of counter-evidence and argument was a 
different .cafe, it wa 

is open, and i he abfolute majority only, can be proper* It was thereupo 
there were no grounds for further difcuffion or appeals or^the fubjett of the majority. 



a decificn between innocence and guilt, where every means' of defence- 
blute majority only, can be proper* It was thereupon decreed., that" 



On. the eighteenth a member ftated, that fome very lingular errors were committed in. 
proclaiming. the refu\t of the votes on the preceding day; that the whole reprefentation- 
was ftated. at feven hundred and" forty-five, which was onty the number prior to the incor« 
goration of Avignon,, but finee that period three reprefentatives had beenadded j the votes 
as they were proclaimed were remarkably incorreft* in other refpefts, feveral having been 
returned by the fecretaries as voting for imprifonment who voted for death. This occa- 
fioned a tumultuous debate, in which Manuel, Sallos, and Lefage,. who were fecretaries, 
ftbod implicated ; and it was in confequence decreed that there fhould-be a fcrutiny* 



On the nineteenth: the examination was accomplilhed, and the . prefident announced, 
that the a&ual majority confided of tzventy-feven,votes* It was on the queftion of death 

on this day that Thomas Paine delivered at the tribune the following opinion ; 

" Citizen Frefident, 

" My hatred- and abhorrence of monarchy are fufficiently known ; . they originate i& 
principles of reafon and convi&ion, nor, except with' life can they be extirpated; but 
my compaffion for- the unfortunate, whether friend or enemy, is equally lively and 

fincere- 

i 

" I voted that Louis fliould- be tried,, becaufe it was neceffary to afford' proofs to the 

world.of the perfidy,, corruption, and abomination of the monarchical fyftenu The in- 
anity- of evidence, that has been^ produced, expofes them in the moft glaring; and hideous 
colours; Thence it refults, that monarchy, whatever form it may-affume; arbitrary or 
otherwife, becomes neceffarily a centre, round* which, are united every fpecies of corrup- 
tion, and that the kingly trade is no lefs deftru&ive of all humanity in the human breaft?- 

j&ao. the trade, of an executioner is deftru&ive of its fenfibility,. 
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" I remember, during my refidence in another country, that I was exceedingly fliruck. 

- with a fentence of M. Autheine, at the Jacobins, which correfponds exa&ly wkh my 
own . idea, c Make me a king to-day, 7 faid he, c and I fhall be a robber to-morrow/ 

" Neverthelefs, I am. inclined to believe, that if Louis Capet had been born in an 
■ obfcure condition, had he lived within the circle of an amiable and refpe&able neighbour- 
hood, at liberty to prattife the duties of domeftic life, had he been thus fituated, I can- 
not believe that he would have fhewn htmfelf deftitute of focial virtues ; we are in a 
moment of fermentation like this, naturally little indulgent to his vices, or rather to 
1 thofe of monarchical 3 governments, we regard them with additional horror and indig- 
nation ; not that" they are more heinous than thofe of his predeceffors, but becaufe our 
: eyes are now open, and the veil of delufion at length withdrawn ; yet thelamentable, 
degraded ftate to which he is a&ually reduced, is furely far Ms imputable to him, than- 

- to the condiment affembly, which, of its own authority, without content or advice o£ 
the people, reflored him to the throne. 

" I was in Paris at the time of the flight, or abdication of Louis the Sixteenth, and 

6 when he was taken and brought back. The propofal of reftoring him to the fupreme 
power ftruck me with amazement ; and although at that time, I was not a/ French 
citizen, yet as a citizen of the world, I employed all the efforts that depended on me' 
: to prevent it- 

A 'final! fociety, compofed only of five perfons,* two of whom are now members 
: of the convention, took, at that time, the name of a' Republican Club, (Societe Re- 
' publidaine.) This fociety oppofed the reftoration of Louis, not fo much on acount of 
his own perfonal offences, as in order to overthrow the monarchy, arid, to ere&onits 
ruins the Republican Syflem, and an equal reprefentation. 

" With this defign, I traced out in the Engliih language certain propofitions, which* 
" were tranffated, with fome trifling alterations, and figned by Achilles Duchatelet, actually 
lieutenant-general in the army of the French Republic, and that' time one of the five 
members which compofed our little party j the law requiring the fignature of a citizen^ 
' at bottom of each printed paper. 

u The paper was indignantly torn by Malouer, and brought forth as an article of ac- 
tuation againft theperfon who had figned it,, the author, and their adherents ; but fuch 
is the revolution of events, that this paper is now revived, and brought forth for a very 
©ppofite purpofe ; — to remind the nation of the error of that unfortunate day, that fatal 
error of not then having baniflied Louis the Sixteenth from, its bofom,. and to plead this- 
l day in favour of his exile, preferable to his death. 



6C 



The paper in queftion was conceived in the following terms 
Brethren and Fellow- Citizens, 



c The ferene tranquillity, the mutual confidence which- prevailed amongft us during: 
*he time of the late king's efcape, the indifference with which we beheld him return, are- 
unequivocal proofs that the abfence of a king is more defirable than his prefehce, and 
L that he is not only a political fuperfluity, but a grevibus burthen- preffing hard on- the. 
/whole nation. 

; 4 Let us not be impofed on by fophifms j all that concerns this man, is reduced- ts 
pour points- . 



CondprceV JBriffot, Duchatelet, Giry Dugre, and Thomas Paine* 
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4 He has abdicated the throne in having fled -from -his poll. Abdication and defection 



length 

inftance, the aft is every thing,: and the time nothing* 



In the prefejit 



The nation can never give back its confidence 'to a man who, falfe to his truft,..per- 
. jured to his oath, confpires a clandeftine flight, obtains a fradulent paflport, conceals, a 
king of France under the difguife of a valet, direfts his courfe towards a frontier covered 
with traitors, and deferters, and evidently meditates a return into opr country, with a 
force capable of impofmg his own defpotic laws, 

* Whether -ought this flight to be xronfidered as his own aft,, or the aft of thofe who 
• fled with him. Was it a fpontaneous refolution of his own, or was it infpired into him 
by others ; The alternative is immaterial : whether fool or hypocrite, idiot or traitor, he 

has proved bimfelf equally unworthy of thevaft important funftions that had been dele- 
' gated to him. 

€ In every fenfe that the qiieftion can be conlidered, the reciprocal obligation which 
fubfiftedbetween-usis diflblved: He^holds no longer authority: we owe him no longer 

obedience j we fee in him now no more than an indifferent perfon y we can regard him 

only as Louis Capet. 

€ , The hiftory of France prefents little elfe than a long feries of public calamity, which 
takes its fource from the vices of her kings ; we have been the wretched .viftims that 
. have never ceafed to fuffer either for them or by them.- The catalogue of their op- 



, preffions was complete ; but to complete the fum of their crimes, treafon yet wa 
' wanting ; now, the only vacancy is filled up, the dreadful lift is full ; the fyftem is ex- 
hausted ; there are no remaining errors for them .to commit, their reign is confequently 
at an end. 

6 What kind of -office mull that be in a government which it requires- neither experience 
• nor ability to execute ? that may be abandoned to the defparate chance of birth, that may 
be filled by an idiot, a tyrant, a madman, .with equal elfeft, as by the good, the- virtuous, 
and the wife ! An office of. this nature is a mere nonentity ; it is a place of fliew, not 
of ufe. let France then, arrived at the age of reafon, no longer be deluded by the 



Jbui\d of words, awi let her deliberately examine, if a . king, however inlignificant 
contemptible; in himfelf, may not at the fame time be extremely dangerous. 



and 




The thirty millions which it cofts to fupport a king in the eclat, of ftupid brutal 
prefents us with an eafy method of reducing taxes, which reduftion would at 



qleafe the people, and ftop 

ohs confift 



The grandeur 

in the fplendor of thrones, but in a confcious 



Tenfe of their own dignity, and' in a juft difdain of thofe barbarous follies, and crimes, 
v/hich under the fanftion of royalty, have hitherto defolated Europe- 

As-to *the perfonal fafety of Mr. Louis Capet, it is fo much the more confirmed, 
as France *will not flop 10 degrade herfelf by a fpirit of revenge againft a- wretch, , who has 
diftionpured Jaimfelf. In defending a : juft and glorious caufe, it is not poffible to degrade 

univerfel tranquillity which, prey ails, is an undeniable;proof that a free people 



know how to refpeft themfelves 




In which the man is nojv aftualjy invoked. 
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" What was negle&cd at the time of which I have been fpeaking/ has been fmce 
brought about by the fbrce*of neceffity ; -the wilful treacherous defe&s in the former 
conftitution *have been brought to light, the continual alarm of treafon and confpiracy 
Toufed the nation and produced evencualiy a fecond revolution. The people have beat 
down. royalty , never, never , to rife again j -they have brought Louis Capet to the bar, : 
.and demonftrated in the face of the whole world, the intrigues, the cabals, the falfehood,' 
corruption, and rooted depravity, the in evhatfcle efFe&s of - monarchical governments. 
There remains then only one queftion to be >confidered, what is to be done with this 



nan 



« For myfelf, T freely confefe, ^that when I reflecl on the unaccountable folly, that 
-reftored the executive power to his hands, all covered as he was with perjuries and 
treafon, I am far more, ready to condemn the conftituent affembly than the unfortunate 
prifoner Louis Capet. 

€ K But abftrafted from every other confideration, there is one circumftance in his }ife 
which. ought to cover, or at.leaft palliate a great number off his trarifgreffions, and this 
very circumftance affords the French, nation a bleffed occafipn of extricating itfelf from 
ihe yoke of kings, without defft^ 

" Itt is to ¥ ranee alone, I know, that the -United Staiesipf 'America owe. that fupport 
which enabled them to fhakeoff the unjuft and tyrannical ^ypfe of England, The ardor 
which fhe difplayed to provide both men and money, were the -natural confequences of a: 
thirft for liberty. But as the nation at that time, reftrained by the (hackles of her owa 
government, could only a£t by means of a monarchical organ, this organ, whatever iii 
mother rrefpefts the object might be, certainly performed a good, a great action. Let, 
therefore, thefe United States be the • fafeguard and afylurn of Louis Capet, There, 
hereafter, far removed from the miferies and crimes of royalty^ hemayiearn,' from the 
conitant afpeft of public profperity, that the true fyftem of government confifts, not in. 
•kings, ;but in fair, equals and honorable reprefentation. ' 

In relating, this circumftance, and in fubmitting this propofition, I confider myfelf 
as a citizen of both countries. I fubmit it as a citizen of America, who feels- the debt 
^of gratitude which he owes to every Frenchman.' I fubmit it alfo as a man, who, altho* 
the enemy of kings, cannot forget that they are fubjedt to human frailties, T fupport my 
propofition as a citizen of < the. French Republic, becaufe it appears ;to me to be the beft* 
the moft politic meafure that can be -adopted. 

" As far,as my experience in public life extends, I have ever obferved that the/great 
mafs. of the people are inviolably jult, both in their intentions and in-their obje&s ; but 
the true method of accomplifliing that efte£t, does not always fhew itfelf in the firft 
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ijnftance. 



.. "-For example, the ?Englim nation had groaned under the defpptifm of the- Stuarts. 
-Hence Charles' the firft loft .his life ; yet Charles the fecond was^ reftored to ill . the pleni- 



tude ;.of power,, which his father had* loft. 



Forty lyears had ; not . expired when the fame family drove to reftore their ancient 
©ppreflions ; fo the narion^then baniftied from its territories the whole race. . TheTemedy 
was effectual- The Stuart family funk into - obfeurity,- confounded itfelf with'the jnulti* 
•iude, and is at length, extina. 1 : - r ' * / 



4* jmsrmr - eir mures, fr^; 

, . * 6 • The French natibn niore^iilight^ned thsa Eto^land was at tl-at time; Sas- dantfcd her 
meaiures to a greater lengths France is not- fat isfifed with rapofing the guilt of the mo-' 
narch, (he has penetrated into the horrors and vices ^ of tht monarchy. She -has (hewn 
them clear as day -light, and for ever cruftied that infernal fyftem ; and he, whoever he 
may- be, that ihoukl ever dare to reclaim. thofe. rights*, lie wouidihe regarded'not as a pr 
tender, butpunithed as a traitor*. 

" Two brothers of Louis Capst have -bamSied themfelves from- thb country ;, but 
they are obliged to comply with the fpirit and etiquette of the co'urts where they refide^ 
They can advance no- pretenfions on their own account, lb long as Louis fhall live. 
, " The-hiftoxy. of monarchy/ in France was a fy-ftem pregnaritrwith crimes -and mur- 
<|ers, cancelling •ail 1 natural ties^, even- thofe. by which brothers are united; We know 
how. often: th'ey have aflaffinated. -each- other to pave a way ,fof :*poveciv As riidfe hopes; 
which, the emigrants had repofed in Louis the XVL are fled thelaft which remains reds 
ypon, his- deaths tmd their fituatiouiflclmeS »thetnl to -dsfife -this catafrrapiiei, that they may 

once again, rally round a more-.aSive chief* -and -try ■ bvte fether tefiort under the eidevaiu 
^qnfieur.and d'Aftafe* ; : • f ■ <' 

" That ftictl:»an enterprife would ^rdcipitat-6 t&eni iotkb? a:. new abyfs of fcaJamity* and: 
di(gr.ace, : .ib : is not difficult to forafee ; but yet -it might; be attended twi'h mnituft! lots-, -and 
it is dur duty as legiftators not to fpiil a -drop, of blood i : \!^n ' oaar'pufrpoffe im'&y 'be effec- 1 
tually accompliflied ■ without it. 



, .' c \lt Ivis b sen. 'already propofed'to-aboUPntyhe -piiftiiferaiezit.of 'death and itis-with infi- 

pite. fads faction that I recollect the hifmane and excellent: ©rktiioir pronounced by -Robe- 



* * 



ipierre on-tlie fubjefik* in the oonftkftent affeinblyv. .-Tfh« ctnife nk*ft find its advocates*: 

m. every corner, where .enlightened politician^ and: lovers: :o£ hamahity * c exift v and it 
pught, above all,, to find them in this aJ&m&iy. .• : * . " .-. - ' 
, '/..Monarchical governments' hare trained * the/Iiuman race;, :atid mured it to l?he arts 
and refinements of puniftiment and f 4tvi& -exa&ly the fMneipuniflrment which has fo long 
Shocked tire fight, and tormented' the ^atfence;cff^the-peoplei'«that actor,' in ftlheir turiv 

in revere on : their, oppteffors.v Bait it becomes: us to ibeftnQty on our 





guard againft: the .abomination and per verfity* of 1 monarchical r -examples *: As France has 
j^een , the firft European nation to abolifh royalty, let lier^alfo^berfhe^ft.toabolifli the* 

puniftiment of . death*. and: to find out a milder and moiie/effedualifirbftitute^ 

" In the particular cafe no w under confidqration, -Ltfubmit the' follbwhig!propoutions i. 
^iSt. r That the national convention -lhaH :proh6uiice feritence! of banishment on Louis- 
aiid : hi^famiiy; a& That Louis. Capet ftiatl he kept in pfifon. till; the ^end'.of the - war j: 
«id at r that epoch the ientence of banifhmeht fliall be carried into execution. r * , ; 

A queftion arofe then on the period of execution, and-the votes were taken to decide, 
lappa the propofed ' delay, the -members -feei-ng' orfly to deliver their Opinions by yes or 'no r 
3vto,the : pref^d^ declared, that of rfevefi hundred arid foftyveight:mekbersr,,feventeen ; 

were'on public millions, twenty-onefick, eight abfilit without.leave, itWelve who did not* 
yotfe, r three. hundred and ten Werfc-fof delay,-three hundred and eightSy. againft/it. • 

, • %herewpon. CamlKiceres; *rpfe add- ftid, " Git&zdns, by- pronouncing the: fentence of: 

4j3ath ag^nfl the laft king of: the Prefichi !yoQ 4iav6 dbne an *a€b which will ftdt^pafs away | 
'like the meteors of falfe glory— rinffexible in juftice, and more indulgent to tyranny than) 

iis r crimes and intrigues, its falfhood and byppcrify are entitled to,. unmoved iby^he ftorras ; 



j 




r : '^ifflONAE CONTENTION 



that four ft abroad :3nfd the ^flattering vengeance that prowls at home, the fprrit of regenera-- 
ted France has infpired you to eftablifh your own liberty by a decifion that* will be recorded! 
to: the, .graver r of immortality in the annuls of hiftory. Public fafety profcribed to you, 
that awful decree. It is palled in the name of juftice in the name of humanity I fiand" 
i*p, to caM your attention to the perfbn who -is the objeft of it* Let us afford him. every 
polhble confolation; and let us take proper meafures to prevent the execution the 
na&i&ifral' will wom-being. fullied- by Uny irregularity* I* move therefore, that 



■k The executive council fhail be immediately Summoned, and a copy of the decree. 
\yhkh pronounces ftntence of death on Louis- ^hallhe delivered to them* 
: « - 2. The executive coiimcil {hall be charged to notify this decree to Louis in the courfe 
of the day.; .to caufe.it; to, be executed in twenty-four hours after it fhafl have been noti-. 
lied to him ; and to ; take every meafure of fafety and .police Ttfhich to them Jhall appear * 

neceflil-y during the; "execution ; to' be careful that no infirlt be offered to' the. remains of 
Jkaiiis, and'to givean-account of their proceedingsto the national convention. 

3 . The .mayor -and municipal officers of Paris ftiall he enjoined to- fuffer' Louis to 
corasminkate freely with his family, and to have with himiuch priefts. as^he.inay deflx 

T-hefeproproiitions were unadhnoully adopfed, \rh : h an amendment byKriifot,' that the.; 
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executive-council .lheiild not be called 1 till eleven o'clock, an^thfe Sttiag ciofed' at two " 
o'cloclt in .the morning* ^ " / ' 

•. <3n; Sunday 
GDvtnoil^ :oUdt 



had done reading, 





compoiure, ami ufew/Jrom a poi 



a: written ipaperiCoirtaimng 't he fame in fubftance as his reply, which he delivered to them : 
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" J^domarrcLa tfelay of three days, that! may be able to prepare myfel'f for appearing.. 
6% before God ; I -demand, .fd*^'hfS|)urpdfe, to be permitted to fee fred^fne perfons whom: 1 '. 
*VI (h^l^ipoint ^ut io the cotttmiflioners-of the commons ;- that: this pe^fori may be fecure 
'? frbm ialL'fbar valid from all uneafmefe, for the aft of dharity ^hich he fliall perfonhto. 
H me. ' l x demand; to be ddiveredfrom the perpetual infpeftion whidh the council general' 
" has eftablifhed for fome days paft.. Ldemand,- during 'this intfervaf, leave 'to fee 
family when I ihall dtffireit,' and' without any witnefies. I could wifli that the national* 
convention Avouid coiifider v/ith all fpeed df the lot df my family, and '-permit them to* 
retire frcefy and conveniently wherever the convention fliall thiiik proper, 
u> Itrecommend to the benevolence- of the: nation; all the 'perfons who were .attached 
to me ;.. thefce were many of them Who expended their vtfhtile fbrtu^^ 
: and toha having no longer any appointment,, muft be in neceffity, arid evenfome of. 
[ them v/ho had no meansof living.but their appointments. Among the penlioners are ; 
*? ftiatiy aged pgrfons, women, and children, who had no .other means of fubfift'ence. 
1 " At the tower of the Temple; January 1793; (Signed) Louis." ^ \ 

; The convention having anticipated* the requefts concerning the intercourfe with Jiis^ 
^milyfand^a clergy man, paifed to the order of the day on* the reft. - . * 

• Meanwhile the pro vifionary executivexouncil iffued the folio tfing proclamation;: 

January the twentieth, 17:93, Second Year of the Republic. — The provisional .ex- 
ecutive council j deliberating -on the meafures tohe'taken forthe execution of the (decree* 
of the national convention of the fifteenth, Seventeenth, nineteenth,, and twentieth^ 

January, 1793, enafts the following regulations, J- 
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cc I, The execution of the fen tence of Louis Capet fl&alitake .place to-morrow (Moft«* 
day, January the twenty^firft.) 

" II. The place of execution fliall be La Place de Revolution, ci-devant Louis XV. 
between the Pedeftal and the Champs-Eiifees. 

" HI/- Louis Capet fhall fet out from the temple at eight o^cIock in the morning, f® 

that the execution fhall take place at noon. 

cc XV". Thecommiffioners of the department of Paris, the commiflioners of the muni- : 
cipality, and members of the criminal tribunal, (hill affift: at the execution, the fecretary- 
regifter of the tribunal fhall draw up the minutes, and the faid commiflioners, and' 
members of the tribunal, as foon as the execution is oyer, fhall come to give an account 
to the council, who fhall continue in a ftate of permanent fitting during the whole day— • 
By the provifional executive council. 

(Signed) — " Roland, Claviere, Monge, Le Brun, Garat, and Pache " 
' After paffing Sunday in preparations for his approaching change, in the evening 
Ills family, from whom he had been feparated fince the commencement of his trial, we're 
comiufted to the tower of the Temple, and allowed the fad indulgence of a laft inter- 
view, unmolefted by the preferice of his guards. Alas'! when imagination pictures the 
aijguifhof fuch an interview, it is: not necelTary to look back on the former elevation of 
the fuiferer, in order to pity the gloomy trartfition in his fate ! It is not neceffary to re*' 
cblleft, that he who was the following morning to fuffer death upon the fcaffold; was 
once the firft monarch of Europe, and would be led to execution through the flreets of 
his own capital Pit is enough to confider this unfortunate perfonas a man, a hufband a 
father! That anguifh was not confined to the bofom of the- king, the queen, and his 

lifter. The princefs, his daughter, had attained that age when perhaps the foul is.moft 

fiifceptible of flrohg impreflions, and its fenfibility moft exquifite. Even the young 
prince, who was only in his ninth year, caught the infeftious forrow. 

[ The king had fufficient firninefs to avoid feeing his family on the morning of his 
ekecu&on- He defired that the queen anight be told that he was unable to bear the fight 
of her and his children in thofe laft moments* He took a ring off his finger, which con- * 
tained fome of his own Hair, of the queers, and of his two children, and defired it' 
might be given to die queen. He called the municipal officers round. him, and told' 

them it was his dying requeft, that Clery, his valet de chambre, might remain with his' 
fon." 'He then faid to Santerre, X6 Marchons.;" and after croffing, with an hurried pace,* 
the inner court of the Temple, got into the. maypf's carriage, which was in waiting; 
he was attended by Tiis confeflbr, an Irifh clergyman of. the name of Edgworth, and' 
. appeared to have derived from his pious coiifolations a confiderable degree of calmnefs' 
and fortitude ; but befide the foothing fupport of religion, he is faid to have cherifhed the ' 
hdpe to his laft moment, that the people whom he meant to addrefs from theJcafFold,' 
youldd^^ ihould be fpared, and his confe^^or has been faid frommiftaken 

notions: of cdmpaffion not to have difcouraged the^hope. After afcending the fcafFold 
with firm ftep,* twice* the unhappy monarch attempted^to fpeak, and twice Santerre pre« - 
yented him from being heard, by ordering the drums to beat. Alas ! thofe who fympa* 
thifed m his agonies had carefully fhunned therfatal fpot, and thofe who furrounded hiffi 
w"ere fteeled by the paffions of the day'againft ^ 
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Two perfons who were on the : fcaffbld have declared, that the unhappy-monarch finding 
-his-hopes. of awakening popular compaffion fruftrated by^the impoflibility of his being 
heard, as a lad. effort declared he had fecrets to reveal of importance to the fafetyof the 
*ftate,'and defired : he might be led to the national convention- Some of the guards who 
heard this declaration faid, " Yes, let him go-to the convention V others faid, " No, nol 
Had he been permitted to return, it is probable that the confequence might have been 
/either a public and fanguinary commotion,.or additional ignominy and protraction of anguifh 
4n his laft moments. Santerr^, who * forefaw thefe confequences, or perceived fon-e 
.danger, called to the executioner to do his pffice — Then itwasth&t defpair feized upon 
dhz mind of the. unfortunate monarch — his countenance affumed a look of horror — twicfc 
•with agony he repeated, 6C Je fuis perdu ! Je fui? perdu !" (" I am undone ! lam und< 
His confeffor meantime called to him from the foot of ;the fcaffold, ".Louis, his de 
Louis, montez au ciel \" ( u Son of -Saint-Louis, afcend to heaven *;") and in 01 
onent he was delivered. from the evils of mortality. 

The executioner held up the bleeding head, and the guards cried 6 Vive la Republi- 
w< quel' The hair was fold in feparate trifles at the foot of the fcaffold, and, ~as if 
every incident 6f this tragedy had been intended to difplay the ftrangd viciffitudes* of bu- 
sman fortune, as if every fcene were meant " to point a moral," the body was conveyed 
in a cart to the parifh church of St. Madelaine, and laid among the bodies of thofe who 
•had been, crufhed to death on the Place de Louis XV, when Louis the fixteenth 
was. married, -arid of thofe who 4ad fallen before the chateau of the Thuilleries, on the 



nel") 
Saint 



teiutio'f Auguft.. 

.The grave was filled with quic 
-Tcoriftimfed,' *The ground was ttien 



guard placed . over it till the corpfe was 
led with the furrounding earth, and no 
, fhrouded by the doubtful gloom of 
.noured a tear* or fuperftition breathed 
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. sts : ritual for the departed' fpirit. 



felLLouis XVI, ^from the loftieft fummit of external grandeurto the lpweft and 

iaft ftage j of 'human ./misfortune and ignominy; his xiharafter has been touched upon ia 

rttie coutfe of this eventful hiftory, wherein he has hitherto beensthe , mod confpicupus 
^aftor ; and it is befi appreciated from a judgment of the tranfa&ions in which. he t was 
engaged; upon his fate the paflions of the prefent day, will not perhaps allow thp 
-cordial, and fteady.decifion.whir.lihiftory demands $ but it is the duty of the ' hiftorian, to 
appugn .every r partiality which would throw ,a veil over the folemn conclufions of.juftice 
anvl truilh —to difregard prejudices which impofe upon the judgment by the antiquity of 
their exigence or the-impunity with which they have been tolerated ;— to refill alike thofe 
feduttive emotions of benevolence which palliate errors becaufe they have been connected 
with nower --and forgive the crimnal becaufe hehas been punifhed. To. fay that Louis — 



was 



idence 



life'; neither was he that idiot which perfons more enrage d againft 'his enemies, than.juft, 
have reprcfented him; he was neither a vigorous tyrant nor a friend to the freedom of 



mankind ; he was not deftitute of talents 



depth and quicknefs 



circumftanees 



mind, and the ama2sing power of habitual hypocrifyp 
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tural temper, he niigKt have beeft 5& 
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ornament to private fociety ; his deftruftion appears to have been principally, the confe^ 
quence of his fituation ; the period of his adolofcence,. was marked by that indolence and 
felf indulgence, which obfcured his talents and acquired him the char-after of. a fenfual 
moralift and an .economnical fot ; effe&s proceeding, from his habits concurring with 
pre-exifting caufes, accomplifhed his fate; the long prevailing, habits of the court 
were curbed at the commencement o£ his reign,, by the religious demeanor, of the king 
and the temporary reftraint of his confort; but they were not cured ; they were not fo 
much expofed as* under the reign of Louis XV. but they did not.ceafe to exift — they 
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•improving and philofophical age. 

-Though the extravagance.. of his predeeeflbrs* was not imitated- by Louis himfelf, it was 

furpaffed under the* countenance of his carelefs temper, his pliancy was unfortunately 
favourable to the gratification of the ambitious and licentious defires of his wife j devoted 
to her in affeftion, the fuavity of his. heart- would not admit him to control her in prq- 
mbting her own gratifications, rior to look forward to evils that former experience could 
not* warn againfl: j, furrounded by men devoted to her, fervice, becaufeihe/was all powerful,, 
ignorant himfelf'* oT mankind but as they appear in courts,, and with counfellors equally 
ignorant and governed . by different interefts,. it was- not furprifing that at a. period when 
public diftrefs had produced a fpiritof enquiry, and the bumaivmind had attained an un- 
exampled expanlion and elafticity, ; that fo -many, caufes fliould produce an extraordinary 
'erifis* ••• That his temper .was naturally benevolent, and his mind impreffed with religious 
ientiments, cannot be difputed that he was difpofed to promote the advantage of the. 

• people, has beeninfifted on* with great plaufibility.; but it is 'fit to mark the. true bounds 
of that difpofition ; it did not extend to the facrilicing of any one of his- powers, or pre- 
rogatives, not did his inclinations at any time favour an indulgence to .the people, which 
would tend ■• to reduce, his: income, or circumfcribe the arbitrary nature of. the. French 

fovereignty. When he encouraged economy in the affairs of his houfehold, it was 

extolled as the*greateft condefcentioirof.^the age, and men more, prone to admire aftiois 

that have an apparent tendency to promote human good, becaufe they wilhed to : experience. 

the : like themfelves,, never waited to confider that this economy of Louis was* the necef- 
fary confequence of extravagance, of former profufion, and a relaxed and abufedadminif- 
tration of the public revenues.. In like manner the meafures of hisreigji whicli have been-. 
- diftinguifhed in' any degree by the enfranchifement of the people from feudal oppreffions,, 
have^been attributed folely to him ; thus the meafures advifed by the great Turgot, 
had been placed , to the credit of Louis, alone. From the firft period of the: revo- 
lution^ to<the laft hour of his. life, his foul revolted with indignation at , every progreffive 



human 
with 
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pelted 



defire to esrercife it in the moftextenfive latitude men in power are fo blind to their own 



aftions. and 



implicit affent from all thofe upon whom they operate,. Oppofition to them begets. hatred, 
•and the hatred becomes immortal.. Louis was impreffed with thefe fatal, notions in no 



full 
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cerity-; it was through this- fatality that he could not find minifters to confide long in him 

nor in whom he could long confide,, from the moment that adverfily compelled him to 

. a&ivity. It would have been perhaps happier for him, and at leaft more honorable to his 

reputation and difcreditable to his enemies, had he afled a decided and manly part, QTk 

one fide or the other ; the viee&of his education-, the intrigues of the court in which he 

.was converfant, and the peculiarity of his perfonal and domeftic circumftances oppofed iu 

The plots in which he had engaged, the correfpondence which he .maintained, his flight 

to Varennes, his declaration on. that occafion:, made an indelible impreflion of the faith- 

lefTnefs of his charafter-. : 
In a word his whole courfe of conduft Too clearly proved his criminality, and juftifiedi : 

the opinion of fix hundred mid ninety-three, who voted his guilt, out of feven hundred aadr- 

nineteen, members who were preient on that occafion. - *« 

His death was another ferious crifis in -the affairs < bf France,: as.it was the fignal. of 
party to renew the ftruggle for power j an additional pretext for the powers* ho (tile to* 
France to renew the war with redoubled vigour ; and for thofe who had not yet openly 
efpoufed the coalition to join the common Uandard of kings.. 

Kerfaint and Manuel two diftineuifhed members of theeonvention,,re6OTed their feats • 
; upon the condemnation, of Louis, and Roland retired from- the place: of minifter for the ■ 
interior. Pache was difmiffed from the war department and replaced by Btmrnonville. 
Pelletier de St. Fargeau a member of the. convention, diftinguifhed aHain'the constituent : 
afiembly, and who had. voted for the death, of the king, was affafiinated :by one of -the 
former garde~du-corps named Paris, the affaflin fled ; he w a s fubfequently taken^ but put 
a period to his exiftence, having left a cohfeffion of the fa£l written in his own blood,'and; 
acknowleging his motive to be revenge for the death of the king. The convention de- 
creed public honours to the remainfrof Pelletier, and they were depofited in the French- : 
pantheon in the place of Mirabeau^s, whofe* correfpondence with-, the court had tiirown^a 

difgraceful (hade over his fplendid talents. - • 1 

The convention during the tranfaftions of "the trial, were- nofc inattentive to other meafu res: 
of great importance ; the court of - Great-Britain' had' from the confinement of Louis, 
manifefted by the recall, of its ambafiador,. a difpofition' little fhort* of hoftilrty- ' Indeed , 
theconduftof that court and of Spain, were not calculated to^ produce any favourable" 
. difpofition in a. people always • impreffed with confidence in themfelves and tenacious "of 
their honour, but more efpecially at that period,, when their fpirits appeared fublimated 
by the enthufiafm of liberty,. dnd the fplendor of* their victories at Jemappe and elfewhere- 
The language of Spain and England was arrogant and infulting y the moderation of France 
in reply to the latter, is remarkable.. The meafures of hoflility on the part of England 
had however been a&ively concerting during the whole of. the year 1792 ;. iipon the ap- 
proach of the French troops to the neighbourhood of Holland, in- the clcfe of that 
year, Auckland the Englifli ambaflador had intimated in a public meflage from his 
court to the ftadtholder an intention of adhering to the treaty offenfive/and defenfive- 
of 1788 ; this meffage was delivered at the Hague on the fixteenth of November, three- 
days before a refolution which we have before noticed r was pafied in the convention : it was^ 
on the motion of Larevilliere Lepaux, which decreed fraternity with all nations, fuffering > 

or fighting for their liberties^ and which was, afterwards fet up , as a new fubjeft of- coni- 



glaint by England.. 
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The importance of the tranfaftions between ithefe tv/o nations, however demand a 
minute detail, and for this purpofe it will be neceffary to embrace the whole fnbjefu, and 
•to develope the various caufts of the rupture .real and affined The firft oftcnfible caufe 
of complaint on the part of England, Was the declaration of the French, by a decree of 
the fixteenth of December 1792, that they would open the Scheldt, on the fubjrd of 
which Chauvelin had delivered an official } noteon the twenty-feventh of the fame month (0 
the Englifh minifter. On this occafion the French mmifter's communication was refund 
to be received, upon the alleged ground that .as he had -been appointed by Louis the 
Sixteenth, his fun&ions muft have ceafed with the authority that created them. The 
EngluV. parliament had beferi- haftily affernhled on the thirteenth of December, contrary 

' to a. previous adjournment to /January ; a refpe&able fleet already equipped, had been 
ordered to be reinforced with thirteen additional fhips at the :farhe time, and a- number 
of veffels laden with corn^ Belonging to French merchants from ports in* the northern 

s feas, that had put into "England, were detained by an order of 1 the Englifh cabinet : a 
bill had been palled to prevent the circulation of any obligations - reprefenting fpecie, 
given under the authority of any tpower whatever in France, and another which enabled 

..the executive to employ an extraordinary power in fending aliens out of that country ; 

. thefe feveral afts too clearly manifefted the defigns of Great Britain, the alien law was 
-in dire£t hoftility with the treaty of 1786, between France and England,* the fourth 
article of which, declared that the people of 'both nations fliould have the free liberty 

• x>f entering, travelling in 5 or refiding in the fiatesx)f eachvother in Europe without paflport 
^or ..other authoritv. : 

. ;The fpeech of the. Englifh 'king. at the opening of the winter feffion of parliament ia 
1792, breathed the fame fpirit, but the leading articles of the Eriglilh motives for afr- 
: ming.and other meafures of fecurity were comprehended in the above decrees: concerning 
: the Scheldt, .that of fraternity, and certain intefttions imputed to the French govern- 
ment concerning 'Holland. 

r Aufwers were ordtred to be given on fhefe feveral points, :to the Engltfh cabinet* 
, wherein. the- executive council difclaim'the cotiftrii&ion whidvthe minifters of his Briwin- 
;nic iftajefty had": affe&ed to put upon the decree ' tif the fixteenth of November, viz, 

• *• That -the French convention had held out encouragement to excite to rebellion the fedi- 
■ tioiis.bf : all nations." They declare thatfhe decree iti queftion " could not be applicable^ 
Ibnt'tb the fingle cafe, when the general will ;of a nation, clearly and unequivocally ex- 
.preffed, fliould call for the affiftance and fraternity of the -French nation " Vv.ith refpeft 
f to the opening of the Scheldt, they obferve, That it is a queflion abfolutely indifferent 

to England, that it is -little interefting to Holland, but that it is of the utmoft importance 
*to the Belgians/' Theyaflert the natural right of the people to the navigation of the 
rriver^ and obferve, that though the emperor and the- houfe of Auftria -thought it proper 
: to furrenderthis tight, the ^people ought. not to-be bound by any authority they no longer 
:acknowleged. They declare, however, " as the French nation has renounced all con- 
t queft,. and only occupies the Netherlands * during the war tK&t. as fodn as .the Belgic 
;jaation: fhall find itfelf in full pofiTeflion of its liberty, and when its ^general will may be 
^declared legally and unfettered, then if England and Holland - fhall affix any importance 
,oa the .opening of the Scheldt^ the .'executive council will leave that affair to a direct 

:iiegociation witk the Belgians themfelves. If the Belgian^ through any motive whatever* 
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lhall confent to deprive themfelves of the navigation of' the Scheldt, France will not 

-oppofe it, 

• It is of : fome importance* 'however, to trace thefe events to their proper To urces, that 
the motives of the parties may be perfectly underftood, and on this occafion the 
.a&ual political -date of Englarid 1 is neceflary to be difplayedin order to comprehend the 
meafures and motives of f its government. It will alfo be neceffary to examine the. true 
grounds of the*difpute concerning the Scheldt, that it may be feen how far the parties 
-were governed by the fpirit of juftice or hqftility. 

The Englifh nation at this perioci may : be conffdered as divided into three parties, the 
tories, or devoted advocates of the royal prerogative ; the whigs, or aflertors of the limited 
government of -the monarch ; .arid the 'republicans ; the great : body of the Englifh people 
are perhaps as'ignorant as* thofe of 'any nation 'of Europe, therefore they cannot be gene- 
rally underftood as -comprehended- to any-corifiderable extent under either of thefe heads, 
tut capable df being made the tools of either according touts predominancy. They then 
include thdfe orily who take^ anypart by thought, or a&, in political affairs; and the tories 
Were among -th&fe* the mofbnumerous, the republican the lead numerous but mod a&ive. 
' From the^firft dawn of the revolution it was decried ^by the tories and -extolled by the 
republicans ; the whigs purFued a mediate courfe, neither warm in its praife nor cenforious/; 
the tories had originally manifeftedtheir diflikeby fiillen doubts and equivocal obferva- 
tions, r by that ridicule of the meafures of the revolutionifts ; which had been habitually 
applied tto vthe '^French nation before, and by palliations of the enormities of the old 
French ^government ; along with this that^hatred of France which has been cradled in the 
EngHfh mirid operated on the-tories, who could never -forgive .France for having thrown 
■ herfwordtnto thefc&le of America and -eftabliflied her -independence ; the tories rejoiced 
v to fee France torn by inteftine divifions, which they imputed folely to thesprinci^les of 
freedom, which flie had Tupported and*encouraged, and thereby introduced into the body 
df her own xountry from the oppofite fhores of the Atlantic. m The whigs on- the contrary 
rejoiced-in the eftablifhment of the 'limited monarchy, and were proudto hear the con- 
ttitution of England fet up as the model for France- The Englifh republicans, though 
they difapproved the monarchical -inftitution, -rejoiced at even that approximation to 
freedom, and regarded with the moft feniible regret every excefs and. intemperance which 
the convulfions of the revolution/produced. 

In this ftate of party, though the tories were the moft numerous of the three, they were 
the leaft likely to obtain thexqnfidence of that great body of the publicwhich when at liberty 

• a&s more by -the influence of a Ample propofition than abftratt reafonings. The whigs, 
with the celebrity Gf their name, were the friends of ' liberty by long prefcription, and 
•to them the generality df the nation looked for a conftant control over the arbitrary 
encroachments of the court; the talents of that party were the moft diftinguiflied of 
the nation, and they were *led in parliament by men with whom none of the minifters 
could cope in the fair contefts of oratory and genius- 

^ The monarch of the 'Englilh government like the Deli-Lama, is but a puppet, or the 
vifible fign of the national authority ; his power never extends to the produ&ion of good, 

• and the evil of his political exiftence is conftantly accumulating, and capable of being 

♦caoreafed either by his own weaknefles or his vices. The power of the government 
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is a&ually centred" in 'an oligarchy, which fupports the externals of ariftocracy and demo- 
cracy in conjun&ion with monarchy, by the fecret operation of corruption of: various ' 
kinds. This oligarchy is the privy* council, and; ppffeffes the additional fatality, that 
though the. mode of its operation never varies, it is fubjeft to thecontefts of party,, 
and the power itfelf liable to be transfered from one.fet of men to another*. Hence.it fub- 
jetts the nation to all the afflictions ofifa&ion,. the rapacity of individuals,, and . the oppofite 
ambition of oppofite parties ;\ without relieving the nation from* the. burdens of -monarchy^, 
or the dead burden, of ariftocracy- - . , 

•At; the; head of the oligarchy, of this period', was- a^ minifter whole acceffibn -to power* 
was not the effefhof talents or- experience./ By a t fatuity perhaps peculiar to that 
faturnme nation, its fortunes have been* often, governed by circumftances the.moft:infig^ 
nificant, and cqntradi&ory; The reputation of the minifter- was wholly - fupp.orted? 
by . his name, and with, only this adventitious talifman, did he for- eight years hold: 
fovereign. power, over its affairs and involve its deftinies,. with the happinefs and peace of;* 
the. civilized world... To him the .ftqrms of ■ war and of a revolutionvWould.be alike: 
fatal ; to the monarch .a. revolution only but the, exiftence. of the monarchy was. 
effential. to that of the minifter, and hence it became- the firft care of both, to prefer/ 
a wan Thefe^were the apparent difpofitions..o£ the cabinet of England,> when the flame, 
of revolutionary, euthufiafm. glimmered round- its ftiores.. 



The divifibn of the people upon- the . new principles, the overthrow of -iBp- hatreds . 

f again ft the French, fo long fobfifting in the: hearts of Englilhmen,. nouriflied by. prejudice^, 
and foftered. by the horrible maxims of. its government, grew- daily more alarming jo 

the king;; and the ariftocracy, the. hierarchy., 

government officers, the penfioners; and pi 

alarmed ; the mini&er. had hot, been idle, in 



the* beneficed 



y - y ^ j I I- *"» • * ■ 

biker, had hot, been idle, in his efforts to fpread /terrors So fruitful , for.' 

his views, and: had. by intrigue effected: a^fchifmu among, the whig parry; itfelf thefe- 



of, 



an 



which they, were produced* A defe£tion> from.a body lb refpeclable muft have ..excited I 
the attention :of the nation, and' while that cipirit was* awake, one of. the. feceding , t whigs,,. 
irritated; by. various motives of. jealoufy. refentment and avarice launched -forth a. ptoblU 
cation on the meafures- purfued* in- Erance, calculated to alarni the public mindj. 



and to reinvifforate thofe.hafe hatreds that had been 



ly loofened. 



This work, . the. pro duition- of Burke, will live an eternal; monumentof that lamenta-- 



um 



Sarcafms thrown out on. his - 
oratory ; by . fo me wits* of: the conftkuent-aflernbly, • the fuperiority. that had been evinced 
in the trial of. an, oriental, delinquent 'byv Sheridan,, and the indifference manifefted for: 
him by. his long; intimate.- friend, E6x ? , appear to have been, the real. motives for his 
dereliction of character, and his oppofrtioh to every principle of \ civil liberty which he had; 
fupp.orted with, unrivalled energy in the cotirfe of, the. American, re volution, and, for his- 
acception of . a clandeftin& penfion from. the government. . This work and the,.meafure$ 



of the miniflry correfponding 



(Sheridan). 



ia.his..confcience 
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diverting toe attention of the public for a wthile and afterwards leading them more- eafily into 
u - a war J 9 ' ■ . > 

The production, of BurKe produced^ a reply in a few weeks* fr onr the. pen of Thomas 
Paine,, written with more, moderation*, and expofing many abfolute falfehoods and* 
mifreprefentations s thefe. works < were univerfally read;;: Pain's work was confidered as 

fo complete a« refutation, of his; antagonift,. that not content with Kis triumph he deter*.* 
mined' " ' to carry the war into the enemy 7 s country/**- — by a fecond part of his " rights^, 
of man," which exhibited the-Englifh government as a piQure of deformity that afto- 
nifhed' the people, and for a : whole year palfied the.goverriment itffclf;- 

Miniftry were (till aftive by every effort to- reproduce that hatred of France which wafr. 
effentialto the-exiftence of the monarchy,. The colonies^were inftruded on the mode- 
of conduct to be purfued, their" foreign alliances were ftrenghtened, and the fulpenfioa;. 
of the French: monarch.was the fignal.for developing. the path. that England had refolvedfc 
topurfue. 

: It was in vain that the fplendid genius of; Fox^oppofed thfe omnipotence of. corruption^.; 
the generofuy of his heart: and^the- expanfion of his mind, had riot procured him' -that, 
confidence which the better genius of his country would have infpired fwayed by anj- 
ambition that would court power for 1 the acquifition.of true glory, his public conduct,- 
always governed by that lucid' exa£lnefs which, chara&erifes the* logic of his oratory, 
has been cenfu red,, becadfe. he has been judged by' principles different fronvthofe upon- 
which ■ he. muff' ad^ or not afr at ail herice he has- been confidered;. as the parafite'of r 
kings — though-, he. has never- loft the character of the friend o& man^ 
oppofer of the. mihiffer, and the fuperftitidus- admirer of the Eriglifh conff it ution— a. 
popular ariftocrat, and a democratic loyalift — eontradi&ions- which rtruly fpring from J t3ie- 
freterogeneous-compofition of the government, and the abfolute impofiibilkv of fuppdrt> 
ihg uniformly whauis always inconfiftent in itfelf and forever vary in g its afpefts. * Neither' 
his. talents, ijor thofe of the enlightened phalanx united with him, could reftft ^kh. efteft^ 
t4re ! fecret counter-current nor that was. undermining the peace j of: the nation and :> of the 
civilized-world: The Engliftrpeople in the aggregate have long ceafed to be aduated-by : 
ientiments- of freedom:; the ambition and extravagance, ..of -her kings ^and miniftersV herr 
frequent unneceffary ^nd* unprincipled wars-, , have.heaped^upon their (boulders an enormity 
of debt and^taxes^ under. which 'all the generous affections have^ been, buried j. thefpirit 
of urbanity is confined to a. folitary* opulent pliilbfophical few ;'. prodigality marks the 

great,, and the humble and induftiious are compelled to a perpetual ftruggle againft ne-*-- 
c^ffity;- the focial'bohd is> broken^ arid even marriage is : avoided from, the appre— 
henfion. of inability-, to provide- for the offspring— lience they^ have, become: the -niofl?: 
morofe -nation -of Europe — -the name of liberty- is fbmetime's heard,, but itsfpirit has fled anc?v 
left behind, only thatftrtitting egoiifnv whidrexifts upon; ancient reputation after all ; the : 
nobler paffions' have cealed to -live. . From fuch a. people fo circumftariced, Charles Fox:: 
eould-obtain but a fleeting eclat, ^nor was it to be expedled.that they; fhould perceive when.:, 
he with prophetic, voice foretold .ungears their future^humiliation^ that he was thenfujP- 
porting liberty in hfer laft expiring, agonies, " 8 '. /•••'•«* } 

Such "was the/ctindition -of -parties and the-people of England,' when after the' tenth o£ 
Auguft the EnglifH cabinet-announced . its difapprobatibn o£ v the internal tranfa&ions oft' 
France by the recall of her mini fter ; after; the- vi&ories- of Jemappe< and Spires, -here 
oonduft. towards. France. became raor e- calm, and refj>e^ful j; but the four ces of her fears^ 
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were mukiplied : by the "Influence which thofe vi£iories obtained over public and private 
■opinion 5 a communication with the Trench minifier was then tolerated, nay Tome ad- 
vances were made to him, and an amicable negotiation attually opened between them- 
in the months of O&ober and November, .the .Englifli minilter himfelf fuggefted the 
form and terms of an explanation, which would fatisiy the court of St* James's -on the 
matters complained of, <and it was complied with. 

But in December the fcene changed, the parliament twas fummoned, the tower of 
London was .fortified, and no other enemy was -declared to be feared .but a book the 
produ&ion' of Thomas Paine, which it -was afferted :had turned the ;heads : of every. 
Englifhman. The aftual object »was to alarm the .people and to popularife the intended 
meafures of .war* England that had 'beheaded a king and Several queens, ithat had-baniflied 
a whole family for its fpiritual belief, which had twice altered ithe^defcent, and placed a 
^Frenchman, a Spaniard, . a Dutchman, .and a Hanoverian on /the throne — was called upon 
*to execrate a nation which was aTxmt to try its -king foneftablifhedtreafons. From a crimi- 
nation of the adions of * the popular party in France, ;the *tranfition 10 an hatred of the 
revolution was eafy, and the war would then follow . as a matter of national benignity .; 
the meafures of .the tenth of Auguft, the'fecond :of 'September, and the execution of the 
dking, were blended ill one promifcuous mafs «df obloquy, and the paffions of iritereft 
rand fear, were called in to enflame the minds of the people : — the aufterity of the 
3|ritifh cabinet gradually returned with thefe events; on 'the thirty-firft of .December 
/ the/ French executive ^ordered a note to be prefented /to the Englifh miriifter, demanding 

In the name of the French republic, , a clear, fpeedy and cate^oricaLanfwer, whether 
<c , under the denunciation of foreigners ihe mentioned in a new bill /(the alien aft pafled 

the twenty 4frxth of December) was meant to be comprehended the French.; and ?that in 

'{* cafeofan anfwer in the affirmative, to declare that it was . considered , as an infraction 

of the commercial treaty of j 7 8 6, .and that the .republic would -thenceforwardxconfider 
it as mill and -void;" 

] {Under whatever impreffions tlie Gondu6t of the two nations may %e Viewed, the dif- 
ference of language between the French and the Englifh minifter is cbnlpicuous. The 
letters of ;Chauvelin are remarkable ibr dieir temperance and .conciliatory fpirit, thofe of 
Grenville are marked with an arrogance and infolence, that :forms a very lingular contraft 
with the humiliating conceflions which in four fhort years after, chare&erifed the over- 
tures of .the fame man, to the fame people in ieeking for peace. If the language of 
grenville was imperious and haughty in the higheft .degree, that which was employed by 
Auckland 'his Britannic majefty's ambaffador at the Hague, in a memorial prefented to 
the ftates- general of .the United Provinces, on ^the twenty-fifth of January, was totally 
•without a precedent iniiiftory, as proceeding from one Hate which wifhed to .be at peace 
with another. cc Wretches afluming the -title of philofophers, who thad the prefumption 
to think themfelves capable of .eftablifhing a new fyftem of .civil fociety," and. to " rea- 
lize a dream of vanity .who " deftroyed all received notions of ifubordination, manners 
and religion," were the .mild .and gentle rterms by which 'the -legi'flature of France was 
defcribed in a pubiic and official paper. They were further charged in this curious fpeci- 
men of diplomatic. ability,* with "limbecility-and villainy:!" — " Property, liberty, fecurity* 
even life itfelf !" were faid to be " playthings in the hands of thefe infamous men, ; the 

ilavesof thejnpft.licentious.paffions of rapine, enmity, and ambition*" 
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The debates- in the Englifli parliament, left no room to doubt the infraftion of the treaty 
by the alien bill; the trial of the king had formed the ground for refuting to correfpond 
with the minifter ; but Chauvelin waving the etiquette of being accredited, folicited in very 
humble terms an interview with Grenville ; but this was peremptorily refufed, as was 
authorifed by a claufe in the bill alluded to. On the twenty-fourth of January he 
received an order to quit the kingdom, and to aggravate the infuit, the order was publifh- 
ed in the London Gazette. 

One of the mod, popular pleas of the Englilh miniftry for carrying on the war, was 
that the French firft declared it ; but fuch afls of policy have been familiar to fuch 
governments; by an article of the treaty of 1786, between France and England, the 
difiniffion of an anibaffador from either country was agreed to be confidered as a de- 
claration of war- 

It was a fingnl&r circumftance, that -while the Britifh .miniftry refufed to negotiate 
with an authorifed agent of the French republic, they fhould entertain communications 
with inferior ; per.fons ron thefe affairs, and even authorife lord Auckland to enter into a 
negotiation with general Dumourier.. Such a proceeding we believe is unprecedented in 
diplomatic hiftory oior has any wife and able ftatefman ever chofen to treat with thofe 
on whom he could. not depend, for the certainty of their propofitions being ratified, when 
he had it in his power <to fettle the difpute with the a&ing authorities of the ftate them- 
felves. ..General Dumourier infinuates, " that it is probable Mr, Pitt had no other defign 
than to amufe him, in order to gain time to make the necefiary preparations for war 
and he,adds, that "the treaty entered into by the court >of St. James'-s with the court of 
:l'urin, at that very period, confirms the opinion." 

' The Briffotine party who pollefled the power at this period, appear beyond all doubt, 
felicitous to fecure the neutrality of England ; -their own fecurity againft the mountain 
.faction rendered it necetlarv. Perceiving the reluaclnce of the EngUfh tniniftrv to. treat 
with Chauvelin, they had difpatched Maret, under fecretary for foreign affairs, to London^ 
in his inftruttions be was authorifed to offer unequivocally the conceflion ef three ^points 
— the navigation of the Scheldt, the repeal of the decree of the nineteenth of November^ 
and that French troops fhould not approach the Dutch frontiers within a given diftarice : 
But this million, and thofe conceffions, were not capable of altering the purpofes of the 
Englifli rniniftry. Maret was difpatched a fecond time with more enlarged .powers, he 
offered the ceflion of fome of the mod valuable French colonies, the relinquifhment of 
thofe in the Eaft-Indies, and, fhould it prove mutually agreeable to the flat es-general and 
the Belgic congrefs, to consolidate their countries into one republic. But. on this oc- 
cafion he was not permitted even to produce his credentials ! 

Neverthelefs it was not until the firft of February, upon the motion of Briflbt, that the 
national convention. after recapitulating the aggrefiions of the Englilh government decreed 
among other articles, " that George . king of England, had never ceafed fmce the revo- 
lution of the tenth of Auguft, 1792, from giving to the French nation proofs of his 
.enmity, and of his attachment to the concert of crowned heads ; and that he haddrawm. 
into the fame league the ftadtholder of the United provinces ; that, contrary to the firfl 
article of the .treaty of .1783, the Englifh miniftry had granted protection and fuccourto 

;the emigrants and others, who have openly appeared in arms againft France ; that^ oa 

* - * * * - ***** 
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the news* of the' execution, of Louis Capet, they were led to commit an outrage again ft* 
the French republic,, by ordering the ambaffador of France to quit Great Britain : that 
the Englifti have popped feveral boats and veffels laden with corn for France,, whilft at 
the fame- time,., contrary to the; treaty, of 1786, they continue the exportation of it to> 
other foreign countries ; that in order to thwart more efficacioufly the commercial tranf- 
a&ions of the republic with England, they have by an a£t of parliament prohibited the 
circulation of affignats.. The convention therefore declare, that, in confequence of thefe 
a&s of hoftility and aggreflion,, the. French Republic is at war with the king of England^ 

and, thejladtholder of the United Provinces" 

The. Englifli court in a fubfequent declaration,, notwithftanding' the offers of the 
French, government to relinquilh the navigation of the Scheldt, and reftore it to the 

of accufatioiv 
origin of this - 




footing upon which it had previoufly flood, made it a principal objeft 
againft the French nation. It is- effentialto the hiftory to go back, to the 
point of difpute. ' 

By the treaty of Weftphalia of: 1-648,. by the treaty of Utrecht and every fubfequent 
treaty, down.tp that of 1785, between the emperor Jofeph II. and the ftates-generaJ the.navi- 
aticn of the river. Scheldt vras vefted in the Butch to the exclufion of the people of Belgia" 
through whofe populous: country it flows ; the celebrated city of Antwerp is feated on its 
banks,, and while the Scheldt was free, was the emporium of European commerce ; A-mfter— 
dam had:rifen into confequence from the moment of its decline; This misfortune- to the- 
elgian people-was one of the confequences of: that country falling/under the dominion o£ 
the .houfe. of Auftria,. and of- that fiction called, the balance of power which. has been the v 
pretext for fo many wars and fo many affli&ions to the nations of Europe. To fecure the. 
poflefliori of the Netherlands, the German fovereign had facrificed without fcruple not only 
the moft inviolable rights ot the Belgian people, but the very fources of their opulence* and' 
profperity, and the price of this facriftce was the guarantee of the furrounding nations. 
Rafter of thofe.beautifuL provinces,, he governed; them with a ; rod oii iron, and their 
exiftence was a: perpetual ftruggle with the. houfe of Auftria, their poverty, and their 

hereditary love of liberty j thepaflions for which: under all their oppreflions remained' 
undiminifhed. anddefcended from generation to generation. The labours of the hiftorian 
are little more than the records of human inconfiftency and the caprice of ftatefmen 

Jofeph II. in the year 1783, among the many Angular and ufeful proje&s which he had- 

formed, was that of; opening the navigation' of that river,, and the reftoration of that" 
profperity of which;the Netherlands had been robbed by his anceftors-. And. the Engliflv 
ambaffador, fir Jofeph. Yorke, at that period went to -Antwerp exprefsly for the pur pole of 
inftigating the people to petition, the emperor that • he/ fhould confent to the entire and! 

free; navigation of that river. 
. Xheabomihablefpiritof European diplomacy, however, altered the conduct of Jbfephi 
and- the defigns.of England-;:-, the -movements of Pruffia in the north alarmed the former r 
and he abondone&the Scheldt to its^ chains..;- the Englifh court. which had- been defirous 
of deftrbying Holland * for- the prevalency of the French counfels in that country, in: 
1789 y. upon the reverfe of that' predominancy in 1787, becaufe as adverfe to the open- 
ing. of: thai! river. That what fhould appear fuffkiently important to call for the inter- 
ference of qjie^of the firft diplomatifts of England at one period fhould become a fufficienfc 

daufa for involving a . nation in war^ in opgpfltion fo the principle of that interference,, is; 



7 



17930' NATIONAL CONVENTION^ 1 54,' 

perfectly confident with maxims of policy that makes the rights of nations and of indi- 
viduals, articles of transfer and barter ; but what appears moft Angular in the prefent 
ihftance is, that the Englifh court fhould feel more deeply interefted in the prevention of 
the meafure, than the ftates-general of Holland whofe citizens alone were benefited by- 
the unnatural reftri&ion« 

Upon the commencement of the war between France and Auftria, we have before feen* 
how the latter were totally expelled from the Netherlands 5 the Belgians who had recently 
maintained an ineffe&ual. ftruggle oftenfibly in fupport of their religious liberties againft: 
Auftria, and in which they were clandeftinely fupported'by Englifli money, warlike ftore& 9 „ 
and experienced officers ; were by the French nv the moment of vi&ory put into full 
poffeflion of their civil freedom, the chains forged by Auflria- were broken; while 
Dumourier was triumphant in the field, he detached Labourdonnaye to Antwerp on the N 
twenty-fifth of November ; on the eighth of December, 1792, four French frigates anci" 
four cutters pafled the fort of Lillo, and were faluted by cannon from the ramparts cf£. 
Antwerp and the acclamations of the elated inhabitants of that- noble city* 

The emperor had prefented a note to the dates-general on the twenty-fecond : of No«~ 
vember,. and a fecond on the ■ fir ft of December on the fame fubje&y and the French had ; 
requefted a palfage for thefe {hips ; the dates refufed the requeft to the latter and notifie&w 
the refufal to the former, couched in fuch terms as manifefted- no difpofition to make it 
the caufe of a war. 

. We. have feen the willingnefs of the French government to* concede this topic of dis- 
pute rather than enter into hoftilities with England ; we have feen the French minis- 
ter difmiffed under circumftances of infult and ignominy ; and. we have feen them- 
at the fame time holding a communication with an inferior agent of the fame government : 
in Holland*' With general Dumourier, who had. upon the failure of that negociationi., 

refolved upon the conqueft of Holland itfelf. 

We have before, remarked that the executive council had directed' that generaito ref- 

peftr the neutrality of Ma^ftricht, although he had purpofed no more than to pofiefs it du- 
ring the war only. The place was not then even pallifadoed, and it mufthave furrendere&l: 

on the firft fummons it was in the meantime put in a pofture of defence, and was gar- 
xifoned with feven thoufand men. Oh the twenty. fifth of January and eleventh of Feb'- 
mary, 'Auckland had, by official letters to the dates-general, intimated'the commence- 
ment of hoftilities on the twelfth of February De Maulde and Noelle,. who had entered: 
into negociations which had for fome time appeared favourable to a: good underftanding; 

with France,, quitted the Hague. . 

Dumourier determined to carry the decree of war againft the ftadholder into execution ; 
and publifhed a manifefto addreffed to the Batavian people, wherein he ftates that their ef- 
forts to obtain their liberties which had failed in 1787, through'the perfidy of the ftadholder^ 
the influence of the Engliftv, the intrigues of the court of Louis Sixteenth, and- the: 
power of thofe Pruflians under Bhinfwick, whom he had fince chafed from the plains of 
Champaign, fliould now be realized ; that he came to make war againft their tyrant and\ 
his cabal and to reftore them to their liberties that as their enemies encreafed the righto* 
of man.would be difleminated, perfuafion and vi&ory would overwhelm defpotifm ; thatna* 
tions weary of wafting their blood and treafures for. a trifling number of individuals who> 

keep up the ball of difcord in-order only to enflave the people^ would fpurn: their opgre&- 
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fors to obtain liberty and^peace. That their demi-defpot, who had facrmced their free- 
dom and happinefs to his ambition, fhou Id be brought to an -account, for his breach of 
the treaty of 1782, fo injurious to Holland ; for favoring the Englifh commerce at the 
- expence of that of his own country ; for betraying the Dutch Eaft India commerce to the 
fame rapacious power; and calling upon the heroes of the Dogger-bank to ereft their 
ftancjard conjun&ly with fixty thoufand victorious Frenchmen, who were entering Hol- 
land, not to conquer it but to reftore it to - liberty, as they had already reftored Belgium." 

The ftates-general ifiued a counter-declaration, denying the affertions and pointing 
out falfhoods in this manifefto <; they ordered the moll vigorous meafures to be taken for 
repelling the irivafion, and the Englifh cabinet embarked immediately a confiderable 
body of troops under the command of the duke of York to fupport them. 

The eafe, with which Dumourier had efFe&edthe conqueft of Belgium, and the eclat 
that the French army had obtained at Gemappe, affured an univerlal belief of an eafy 
conquefl: of .Holland. Had that general continued faithful, there is little doubt but. that 
the projeft would have been "attended with fuccefs j but, on the other hand, there is 
fome probability, that if certain arrangements had not been preyioufly made with this 
celebrated commander, Great Britain and Holland would not have been fo precipitate: in 
entering into the difpute. Thus both parties were poffibly deceived in the commencement 
of the war. The French flattered themfelves with the immediate capture of Holland ; 
while the allies, depending on the treachery of Dumourier, might look with confidence 
forward to no lefs an obj eft than the immediate fubjugation of France. 

Circumftanced as general Dumourier was at this period, it is difficult to afcertain 
what was his plan of the campaign. He has himfelf intimated that it was long his fixed 
intention to effeft an efcape into fome other country ; and, with fuch a defign predomi- 
nant in his mind., there is no probability that he would be very earneft in promoting the 

Tuccefs of his expedition. 

/ The\general himfelf has in- his memoirs dated two plans ; the firft of which was 
propofed by the refugee Hollanders, who had formed a fmali revolutionary committee at 
Antwerp, and who recommended an irruption into Zealand; the other was the. plan 

which the general himfelf gives, as that which he really meant to' purfue, while he 
.appeared to favour that of the Batavian committee ; and this was, to advance with a body 
.of troops polled at Mordyck, and mafking Breda and Grertruydenberg on the right, 
and Bergen-op-.zoom, Steenberg, Klundert, and Williamfta:!t on the. left, to efFed: a 
pafiage over an arm of the fea to Dort, and thus ealily penetrate into the heart of 
Holland. * ' 

In the mean time general Miranda was -ordered to advance with part of his army be- 
fore Maeftricht, but was in&ru&ed by general Dumourier not to attempt a regular fiege 
at fo unfavourable a feafon, but to afiault the place with bombs and red-hot balls ; and 
after .receiving intelligence that the commander in chief had paffed Mordyck, to leave 
the continuance of the fiege to general Valence, who was.expe&ed from Paris, and march 
with the utmoft expedition to Nimeguen, and in palling the duchy of Cleves to intercept 
thePruffians, Ihould they have anticipated his arrival there. Venloo was at the fame time 
to be attacked by general Champmorin, an. experienced engineer. 

It will remain for military readers to determine, whether, as fo much of the fuc- 
cefs of Dumourier's expedition depended fc on the rapidity of his movements* and f the 



1 



1 793-1 NATIONAL CONVENTION. 243. 

furprifing bf Holland at once by the invafion of a confiderable force, it was . advifeable 
or prudent to divide his army into many detachments, or: to walte. any part of his 
time or forc : e in befieging places which did not lie dire&ly in .his route. Maeftrichtwas 
Ihveited early in -February, by general Miranda, with twelve thoufand men on the banks* 
of the Meufe, and fix thoufand on the right; and by the twenty-third of that month 
the works were all completed. On the following day the French general fummoned the • 
prince of HefTe, who commanded there, but his anfwer was a dired refufal to capitulate* 
The French then commenced a heavy fire from their batteries, and according to the ac- 
count of the general, the town was on fire in feveral places. While the French, were . 
coriftruttmg their: works, the garrifon made two fallies, but with little fuccefs, . 

We have before defcribed the reduced and impoveriflied (late of the armies of France* 
partly from the return of the national guards to the interior, but chiefly to a grofs negleft 
of the minifter of war ; as they continued however more numerous than their diftreffes 
would have given any reafon to expeft, Miranda continued to prefs thefiege of Maeftricht, 
while general Lanoue, with the covering army encamped at Havare. The head quarters 
Oil general Valence were at Liege, while his out polls extended to Aix-Ia-Chapelle and 
the banks' of the Roer. On the firftof March general Clairfait, having paffed the Roer, 
in the night, attacked the French pods as well on the fide of Dura as on that of Juliers, 
and compelled them to retreat as far as Alderhaven, with the lofs of cwo thoufand men, > 
twelve pieces of cannon, thirteen ammunition waggons, and the military cheft^ The 
following day, the archduke attacked feveral French batteries, and, took nine pieces 
of cannon, ' . . ' , 

On the third, the prince of Saxe Cobourg obtained, a figrial vi&ory over the French, \ 
and drove them from Aix-la-Chapelle even to. the vicinity of Liege, witLthe lofs of four, 
thoufand killed, fixteen hundred prifoners, and twenty pieces of cannon. The French; 
force feems indeed at this period to have been too much divided to: make an effe&ual 
refiftance ; and their ofEcers appear to have had very bad intelligence of the motions of 

the enemy. • ' 

The defeat of the third was the fignal for raifing the fiege of Maeftricht- On th£.4th*. 

general Miranda learned, that the enemy was advancing with more than thirty-five, thou- 
fand: men towards Wick, with the evident intention of throwing fuccours into Maeftricht, 
The general, therefore, had fcarcely time to withdraw the body of three thoufarid men, 
which were ported there under the command of general Leveneur, before they were 
attacked by the advance guard of the enemy- The bombardment was however ^con- 
tinued in the ufual manner, and Maeftricht fuffered confiderably from the conflagration,. 

At-twelve o'clock at night, Miranda gave orders for a general . retreat, having feat be- 
fore him all the artillery, which happily arrived at Tongres, being, covered with a 
rear-guard of four thoufand men, whom the enemy was unable to difcompofe. . 

Oh the fu'eceeding day ihe French were again attacked at Tongres, and forced to retreat 
to Hans and St. Tron, where Miranda and Yalence formed a junftion ; ( the latter 
having evacuated liege, and abandoned it to the enemy. They were alio joined by 
the troops under generals lfler, Lamorliere, and Champmorin; and after remaining 
there till the eighth, to refreih, and having repulfed the advance guard of the en^my* 
who attempted to diflodge them, they moved on that day towards Tirlemont. 
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: MSTOIfcY OF 'FKAKPGE'.. 



In this critical fituation of affairs general Dumourier ought to have abandoned hjr 
enterprife againft Holland,,, and moved with his whole force to the fuppoxt of the; flying, 
generals. On the. contrary', he left his army undet the- contmandi of general de; Flers,; 
"whom,"' he fays, " he knew to be incapable of difcharging the t ruffe," with orders 
to- take up: his. quarters at Dort.: The army in. Holland was: totally difpirited] by the 
departure, of the! general; the. Dutch navy in the mean time was reinforced,: and the i 
Pruffians advanced by- the way of? Bois-le-duc. Inftead of proceeding to Dbrt,I)e Flers- 
was. compelled to throw himfelf into Breda, with fix battalions and; two* hundred -cavalry,, 
and. the: reft of the army retired. to Antwerp. . - ' : :: . 

The fatisfaction expreffed: by, the army, in Liege on- being re-joined-by ithek former' 
vi&orious commander, isv fcarcely to be defcribed % order and; confidence feeiiied- tb-be^ at 
once eftablifhed and the hopes- of the foldiery anticipated a : renewal of the; . glories of 
Gemappe. The: ftrength and vigour,, however, of the French army were, gone* and 
their/commander was. no^ more: the: fame Dumourier who had triumphantly overrun the 
. Netherlands in the preceding yeari 

: On the fifteenth of March the Auftrians. attacked Tirlemontv in which the. French had. 

only four, hundred men,, and which tliey^ carried after an obftinate refiftance, the town, 
being; large and incapable of defence, . O&the following day*, however,, they were again, 
driven from that place by general Dumourier, and compelled to. retreat: to StyTron. On- 
the eighteenth a- general engagement took place at Neerwinden j, the French, army being, 
covered by 1 . Db^maeli and on the. right by. Landen. T;he.aSti.on. continued ;.with great 
obftinacy on both fides, from feven in the morning till five in the evening,.; when the. 
Erench were obliged* to fall back,, and the Auflrian cavalry coming up," put them, entirely 
to flight. The lofs^ in f each, army was great.. The French difplayed confiderable courage 
aiidaddrefs, but were overpowered: by. numbers, and perhaps* by the treachery of their 
own- commander, more than the fuperior fkill and difcipline of : their enemies. Dumourier. 
. himfelf, in a letter to general. Duval, fays- of this battle* that he! attacked; the enemy in 
the famous plain of Neerwinden, and fought the whole day with his right .wing and* 
centre..* The left wing (which was .commanded by; general Miranda) he.afferts, not only 
fought ill, but abandoned him^ and. fled beyond Tirlemont.v In.his; memoirs the general 
aflferts, that general Ba Marche- committed, the firft.error of the. day. He: entered the, plain 
of Landen, according to his inftru&ions^. but: finding no enemy; there, he made. a move- 
ment to the left, to fall upon the village; of: Oberwinde, and. thence was thrown into 
eonfufion by. the^fecond 1 column. General Valence^ who commanded the -Frenchf cavalry 
•was woundfed, and obliged to retire > to . Tirlenioiit,. but they, were; ftill victorious over 
the Auftrian horfe; : He repeats the charge , againft: generaLMiranda . of having : .retreated 
while - his troops. were quite fireih,. and attributes, this .defection to, a-; jealoufy* of general 
Valence* 

; Miranda, however, in, a: confidential letter; to Petion^ dated. the twenty -fir ft of March, 
xmy* direftiy. intimates his. fufptcion.of treachery, in: the; commander in chief, - He fays 
that Dumourier, who- had before never ^failed, to. confiilt him upon* every occafion,, did 

did hot even mention: the.: arrangements for the; battle; of Neerwinden: to /him.- "-At 
46Ven^at night," r fays- he* " my- orders weter delivered in: writings and 1 learnt in ; a con- 
verfation with^him, that we were 4o ofFer-b attle to* an enemy .fifty r onq,thoufand:ftrpng s 

very advantageoufly ported, and a formidable artillery, with a force inferior to theirs* 





vtith every difa ; <lvantage' ; c^Titfifatfdn : aiM '^mipaxe,nt^ Wi : « to" feeti 



Miranda- prbceeds : to" a^rti -that' lre Mde a' vigorous 





cBhlTnftSy : three bf wliicih were Fed' oft- 
irig' a? confiderable time 1 with various fucc'efsy 
and' that they ; did not abandon the field'- in a : 

faftamed maybe cited r as a proof, finceit ^oufiietf^ridtMs^rfrjttrfwii- tfiottfandE ft kitted 5 
antf winded. The whole of the lofs DumonVief ftate^ a^niore- tnafi ! three i: tno'ufaftd ; and 
that of the : Imperialifts at fpurtfeen-hnhdtedy The Frencli alfb-lo^a' great' partof their 

cannon- . . t ":\ ■ -I ■' '• •" f ■ 

■ "> The battle of Feerwiriden-' was 1 fatal 3 to the Frericn'-'fBr, befr des : the 2 lofs above ffote.d 
l£e general obferves that upwards of fix thoufarid men - imniediatel^' defef ted r , arid'prb- 
ceed'ed '< towards Bruflels arid' France; The retreat of tne French" was, . however, . ma?de 
in- 'good order', and they continued' {Mrmiming' till' ; the^f reacfredr GddfenlSbVeny wMcK 
fe.'abbut orie league fouth' of Tirlerriorit-- Here tHe French fo'rmexl in orcler of battle, arid 
the'two' armies reiledi the whole night upon th'eir arms'. ' On tReMheteentK but- little Ava^ 

done; and on 1 the'night 1 of the twentieth- Buiiiouriet took- poffeffibh of the-neijihls'of Guiihi 

bitch, behind Tit lemony from whi 

A^th^geixerari however, if we may truft hisHown account, cfeatfty perceived ttfat-Re 
could not long .maintain himf^lf in this pofit^ prote&ibn 
*\th(>* m Louvaih or Bruflels* he availed himfiblf of : the- twentieth,*' w'hiFe-the Auftrians 

:affip l ^a^l^aritfe!rle^ 




his* right arG'p and .0eerWelpe,-and his left' oir the h&gh 



ZueilerihTerg'. Here\he was- attacked by^ the ;advance : ' giiard - 1 df '-the enemy, wh 6 
were 'However repulfed* • While : the general vtfas engaged in j repelling this aflaulfc, Dantbzt 
and' La ;drbix' arrived ijl the J camp, as* comntiffioners frbnv the* convention ; • and after 
receiving; feme exp lartat ion from 1 Hinv relative tb a: letter which he' had 1 written 1 to/ the con* 
Volition bn the aiFairsi of Belgium, they returriedv ' ^ • 

: Oir flte' twerity-fi'rftr Dumourier judged it proper tb take pbft- riearer Lbuvairi, and ori 
tHe' following , day he was attacked by ' the enemy. The a&ibn- was bloody, and- lafted 
the. whole day, bur the : I'mperialifts- were' compelled^ to^ retreat with 1 great lofsi Ori 
the^evenin'g preceding. this aftion, geheral : Buinburier fent colphel'Mbiitjoye to thS ? head- 
quarters of the prince' of Cobourg 1 , to treat: refpe£ting : tH^.wourided and pxifoners;- " He 
ftierb ' (tontmues EJUmourier) faw 'colonel' Mack, : an officer of uiicomthbn merit, wh© 

obferved to colonel Mbntjoye^ .tBat .'it* might be equally advkritagebiis^-tb bbth- parties 

who had deeply confidfered the 1 fituatioix 

0? his' army, / lent ^Mbntjoye again^ to colbnfel : Matk ort 'the tWehty-fecbrid, to^deriiahd ii: 
Be would come to Louvain, and . make the fame propofition : to piirhourie^ Colonel 



to 





that 1 ' on the faith' of this tacir 



irmiftice; the French' 'iRbuEYdtire to-Bruffels flbwlyr, ; and'ih ; gpod- order,, without any 

^ofitibn-^bm-the- enem^ 1 J AstA' lafttyi that Bumbdrier aiid - colonel' 'M^ihottldi-have. 



?46 . HISTORY OF FRANCE. j> 793 . 

another interview, after the evacuation of Bruflels, in order, to fettle further articles ti 



neceffary 



Either difiruftful of Dumourier, however* or from other motives; the Impenalifts* 



Clairfait 



which 



•anfported his wounded, and 



boats to Mechlin 



The French army effeded their retreat towards Brufiels in the night; -other wife Dumou- 
rier himfelf Hates, to the honour of his new allies, " that notwithftanding the verbal 
Itipulations agreed to by colonel Mack, they would probably have feized, upon this 
opportunity to deftroy, or entirely difperfe the French ar my J 9 * ~ . 

Dumourier, it appears, continued faithfully to obferve, on * his part, , the* tei 



, on *his part, , the. terms of 

>urg fo far adhered to them, 

that he remained three days at Louvain, fending only fmall detachments to hang on the 
rearguard of the French* On the twenty-fifth general Dumourier, with his- army,, 
pafled through BrulTels. The citadel, of Antwerp was the only fortified place .he was 



keep 



communication with the . troops which had been left in Breda 



Oertruydenberg/ His defign, he fays, was to have formed a ftrong line without the 
territory of France, to the left by Namur, Moris, Tournay, Courtray, Antwerp, Breda, 
and Gprtruydenberg, till he could recruit his forces ; but the line in one part .was. broken 
by the neceflary evacuation of Namur. . ■ 



* * 

* ' - J. . 



ft 



infantry 



Miranda- On the fame day colonel Mack came to Ath. A further agreement was' then 
entered into between that officer and Dumourier, the terms of which were— c< that the 
French army fhould remain fome time longer in pofleflion of Mons, Tournay, , and 
Courtray, without being harafled by the Imperial army; that general Dumourier,- whq 
did not conceal from colonel Mack his defign of marching againft Paris, fhould,, ."when 
their defign was ripe for execution, 



motions 



only aft as auxiliaries in the execution of their plan \ that in the cafe of Dumourier's 
having no need of afliftance, which was greatly, defired by both parties, the Imperialifls. 
ihoulcl not advance farther than the frontier of France, and that the total evacuation" of 
Belgium fhould be the price of this condefcenfion ; but if Dumourier could not 'effe£t 
t he • re : eftablifhment of a limited monarchy (not a, counter-revolution), he himfelf fhould 
indicate the number and the kind of troops which the Imperialifts fhould furnifh, "to. aid 
in the proie&L and which fhould be entirely under his dire&ion. 



Mack acquainted with his defign of marching the 

Mons. and of the ; 



ing day to Tournay, with the march of general Neuilly to 

Holland and Namur. . : : : ;/ . • ■ . /;; 

- " It was finally decided, that in order , to combine the operations, of the Imperial 

troops under the prince of Cobourg, and thofe under the prince of Hohenloe,. at the 

time when Dumourier fhould march to Pari?v:Conde fhould be put into the hands of 

the Auftrians as a pledge ; that the Auftrians fliould garrifon theitowri, but without any 

pretentions to the fovereigr *y ; and on the condition, that it fhould be reftored to France 
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at 'the conclufion of the war/ and after an indemnity. Ihould have been fettled betweeii. 
the two parties ; but that all the other towns belonging to France fliould, in the cafe 
of the conftitutional party needing the affiftance of the Imperialifts,- receive garrifons, 
one half which (hould be French troops, .and the other half Imperialifts, under the. 
orders of the French. General Valence, general Thouvenot, the duke of Chartres, and 
colonel Montjoye, affifted at this conference/ 9 ' 

• General Dumourier arrived on the twenty-eighth at Tournay, and here he learned, 
that general Neuilly's divifion had abandoned Mons, and thrown therafelves into Cpnde 
and Valenciennes* Here he found madame d'Orleans whom he fays he had never till, 
then feen. The defigns of Dumourier did not, however j pafs unfufpe&ed at Paris : 
three commiffioners from the executive power had therefore been difpatched under the, 
pretence of conferring with the general on the affairs of Belgium, but really with a view 
of founding his intentions. They, found him at Tournay in company with madame ? 
Sillcry, young Egalite, and Valence, and furrounded with deputations from the diftrift t 
of Gambray. The . interview was violent. Dumourier exprefled himfelf in terms of in- § 
vcclive againft the Jacobins. tc They will ruin France," faid he, " but I will fave 
though they fliould call me a Ceefar, a Cromwell, or a Monk." The commiffioners s 
carried the converlation no. farther. They departed, and returned next day, determined 
to di{Temble,.in order to difcover the extent of his views^ The general then became more, 
explicit ; he faid that the convention were a herd of ruffians, whom he held. in abhorrence 
—that the volunteers were poltroons ; but that all their efforts would be vain. As for" 
the reft," added he., " there ftili remains a party. If the queen and .her children are 
threatened,* I will march to Paris — it js my fixed intention — and the convention fhail not 
exift three weeks longer.!" The. commiffioners afked him by what means he would f 
replace the convention ? His anfwer was, "The means are already formed." . They ^ 
afced him whether, he did not wi(h .to have the laft conftitution ? He replied, that.it was^ 
a foolifli one ; he expected a better from Condorcet : the firft conftitution, with all its. 
imperfe&ions, was preferable- When they afked him whether he wifhed to have.akirigj: 
he replied. — *\ We muft have one." He alfo told them, that he was employed to make] 
peace for France that he had already entered into a negotiation with the prince of .Co-, 
bourg for: an exchange of prifoners, and for die purpofe- of withdrawing from Holland 
thofe eighteen battalions, which were.on the point of being cut off. When they inform-, 
ed him that, thofe negotiations with. Cobourg, and the peace which he wilhed to fecur^ for 
France, would not change republicans into royalifts, he repeated the affertion that he 
would be in Paris, in three weeks .; and<ob(erved, that fince the battle of Gemappe he 
had wept over his fuccefs in.fo bad' a caufe,. Dubuiffon, one of the commiffioners,,* 
then propofed Jo communicatee him a plan of a counter-revolution : but he faid t|iat his 
own was .better ; that he would make the conqueft of Belgium for himfelf, which he^ 
would rule under the protection of the houfe of Auftria. ... , ; . . 

. The.converfation of Dumourier with thefe commiffioners was no 
,in Paris, than the fufpicioris of thofe who entertained apprehenfions of his treachery were.- 
now converted into reality. The general himfelf had been previoufly fummoned.to the" 
:;bar of the convention } he was to be fuperceded by Bournonville,' the minifter of, war.; 
,and-four commimoners were fentto the army of the north, with powers to fulpendand, 

-V.ol. iV; 3 9. ■ ■ - - . 
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arreft all generals and military officers whom they fhould fufpeft, and bring theni to the 
bar. . 

As the commiffioners wilhed to proceed with caution, they halted at Lille and dif* 
patched a fummons to the general to appear in that city, and anfvver the charges agamft 
him. The general, however, had already arranged his plan ; the Rubicon was paffed 
and he returned .only for anfwer, that he could Hot leave the army for a moment, while 
the enemy .was cutting him oft' from every retreat — that he would only enter Lille to 
purge it of thofe traitors whoinfefted it — and that he valued his head too much to fubmit 
it to an arbitrary tribunal. • 

On the twenty-ninth of March, general Bumxmrier learned that Antwerp had been 
abandoned by the troops which he had ftationed there ; and that they had effe&ed their 
retreat to the territories of France. On the following day, he refolved to raife the 
camp at Tournay, and occupy that of Maulde. In the mean time he fent orders through 
colonel Mack to ih£ garrifons of Breda and Gertruydenberg to capitulate, on condition 
of-, being allowed to march back to France. He alfo ordered general Miaozinfki, who 
was at Orchies, to march with his divifion to Lille, and arreft the commiffioners of the 
convention } but that general, imprudently divulging the objeft of his million, no fooner- 
e'ntered the city than the gates were (hut upon him ; he was fent to Paris, and brought to" 
the fcaffold. By the patriotifm of generals Ferrand and Ecuyer, Dumourier was alio 
fruftrated in an attempt to render himfelf mafter of Conde and Valenciennes. 

The attempt to arreft an able general at- the head of his army was bold atleaft,. and- 
indeed did not argue a fuperior degree of wifdom in the agents of the convention., 
The commiffioners, heverthelefs, proceeded on the firft of April to St- Amand, the head 
quarters pf Dumourier, and, being admitted to his prefence, explained to him the obje£b- 
of their million. After a conference of fome hours, the general, not finding that he 
could* perfuade them to favour his intentions, gave the fignal for a body of foldiers who-- 
■were in waiting, and ordered the minifter of war^ Bournonville (who was fent to fuperfede 
Mm), and the commiffioners, Camus, La Marque, and Quinette, immediately to be 
conveyed to general Clair fait's head quarters at Tour nay, as hoftages for the fafety of 
the royal family. . 

Dumourier notwithftanding his fplendid talents, appears, however, to have been grofsly 
miftaken with regard to the difpofition of his army. They might he difpofed to refent 
the affront which was fo imprudently offered to their general, in ordering him to ap- 
pear as a criminal at Paris ; but when he came to propofe to them the reftoration of 
royalty in the perfon of the prince, and to turn their arms againft their country, the 
patriotifm of Frenchmen refumed its wonted influence, and they confidered it as their 
duty to difobey. The general loft no time in difpatching colonel Montjoye to acquaint 
colonel Mack with the arreft of the commiffioners, and to appoint the time and place 
for a conference to conclude the terms of their treaty. During the night he compofed 
a mahifefto addrefled to his army, which he digefted and put in order the follow- 
ing ; day. 

* On the morning of the third he went to the camp, and addrefled the troops, who r 
he fays, appeared to approve his conduft. He then proceeded to St. Amand in which? 

place was the corps of artillery* who alfo exprefled their fatisfa&ion. At St. Amand? 



r 

general Diimourief thought* it prudent to fleep;, for the ptttpofe of Marking his 
confidence in the troops there. - — The whole of the third, he fays, paffed with as 
much fuccefs as he could expeftj except that murmurs were heard among fome of 
the battalions of the volunteers. 

On the morning of the fourth he left geheral Thouvenot at St. Amand, and depart- 
ed himfelf for Conde ; but he had not approached that fortrefs within half a league, 
before he was met by an officer difpatched by geheral Neuilly to inform him that the 
garrifon was in the greatefl fermentation, and that it would not be fafefor him to enter 
the place. He fent back the officer with an order to general Neuilly, to fend the eighteenth 
regiment of cavalry to efcorthim. He had juft before overtaken a column of volunteers 
marching towards Conde, who, however, did not then attempt to tnoleft him. 'While 
they were yet in fight it was that general Neuilly's meffenger arrived ; and he had Scarce- 
ly delivered his melfage to the officer, when the head of the column quitted . the high 
road," and ran towards him with ihouts and menaces, arid a univerfal acclamation of 'Stop, 

ftop/ The general now perceiving himfelf in the mod imminent danger, mounted a 
horfe belongings to a domeftic of the duke de Chartres, and eicaped through a dread- 
ful' difcharge of mufketry, which the whole column poured upon him and his aC« 
fociates.- 

Finding it impoflible to gain the camp of Maulde, the general proceeded along the 
Scheldt, and paffed the ferry near the village of Wick, on the imperial territory. From 
this place he continued his route on foot to Bury, wherein the evening he met colonej 
Mack, and patted the night in digefting the proclamation of the prince of Cobourg, 
which appeared on the fifth with that of general Dumourier. It was alio agreed in this 
conference, that as Toon as the general fhould be mafter of Conde, he fhould deliver it 
to the Auftrians, to ferve as a magazine and place of arms, in cafe of aid being demanded 
by general Dumourier. 

The proclamation of general Dumourier contained a recapitulation of his fervices 
to the French Republic ; a (tatement of the cruel neglett which his army had expe- 
rienced in the preceding winter, and of the outrages pra&ifed by the Jacobins to- 
wards the generals of the republic, and particularly towards himfelf ; the reafons which 
induced him to arreft the commiffioners ; and a glowing pi&ure of the evils to be ap- 
prehended from a continuance of anarchy in France. It concluded with an exhor- 
tation to the French, to feftore the conftitution of 1789, 1790 and 1791 ; and a declara- 
tion on oath that he bore arms only for the rfeftoration of that conftitution ; and that as 
fooii as he had afFe&ed that purpofe, he would for ever abandon every public funftion, 
and in folitude confole himfelf with having contributed to the happinefs of his fellow 
citizens. 

• The manifefto of the prince of Sax:e Cobourg, which accompanied it, pafTed high 
encomiums on the difinterefted and patriotic views of general Dumourier. It announced 

that t he allied powers were no longer to be corifidered as principals, but merely as aux- 
iliaries in the war; that they had no other object but toco-operate with general Dumou- 
xier in giving to France her c conftitutional king and the conftitution fhe formed for 

herfelf/ On his word of honour he pledged himfelf, that he would not come upon the 

French territory to make conquefts, but folely for the ends above fpecified* 
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The prince declared further, that any ftrong places which might be put into his hands 
fhould be confidered as facred depofits, to be delivered ,up as foon as the conftitutional 
government fhould be eftablifhed in France, or as foon as general Dumourier fhould de- 
mand them, * 

• * 1 * 

* On the fifteenth of April, at day-break, general Dumourier proceeded with an efcort 
of fifty 7 Imperial dragoons to the advanced guard of- his camp at'Maulde. . He harangued 
his troops ; but though there was no open oppofition, he obferved fome indications of 
that fpirit, and feveral fa&ious groupes afTembled in different parts. His next defigri was 
to go to St. Amand ; but as he was entering the city he was met by an aid-de-camp, who 
informed' him that during - the night the corps of artillery, excited by fome emiflaries 
from Valencinnes, had rifen upon their general, and were marching to that fortrefs. The 
money, however, and the equipages of the officers, which remained in the city without 



a guard, he commanded to be conducted to Rumegies. 



' The defertion of the corps of artillery was the fignai for general revolt. General 
Lamorliere, on whom Dumourier had placed fome dependance, immediately too'k his 
departure for Valenciennes. The general was himfelf at Rumegies, when he heard of 
the'defe£tion of -the troops in camp* Nothing was now' left but to provide for his per- 
fonal fafety. He mounted his liorfe attended by general and colonel Thouvenot, young. 
Egalite,* colonel Montjoye, and a few others of his ; ftaff. He' was followed in the 
courfe of the day by about feven hundred horfe' and eight hundred infantry ; thefe were 
the whole that could be prevailed on by the utmoft felicitations of their officers to defert 
'to the enemy, and of thefe feveral afterwards returned., . • / ^ 

The military cheft which Dumourier had removed was recovered by a party of French 
chaffeurs, who brought it to Valenciennes*- At Bury general Dumourier found colonel 
Mack, and proceeded with him to Mons, It was agreed that the Imperialifts fhould im- 
mediately lay fiege to Conde- The rank of feld-zeugmeifter, (general of artillery) was 
conferred on Dumourier, but .the fufpicions of the allies never permitted him to enjoy it 
in any aftive capacity : — and he now exifts a leffon to all men who forfake the fteady path 
of integrity, an outcaft of fociety* 

Hiftory which dwells with fond, partiality on the virtuous and heroic adlions of 
the patriot hero — reluctantly defcends to. exhibit the union of fplendid talents with per- 
fidy. Dumourier was born at Cambray in 1739, his father was a poor nobleman, 
'and>had educated his fon with. great care and* deftined him for- the, army, into which he 
entered in his eighteenth year, and in his twenty-fecond was already • honored with .the 
crofs of St. Louis and had received twenty-two wounds in battle. Upon the peace of 
1763 he travelled through various parts of Europe; by his enemies it has been afferted, 
as a fpy from the court - 3 by himfelf, for the purpofe of ftudyinglmankind, the languages 
and manners of nations. Heferved in Corficain 1768 and 17-69, arid was there, promo- 
ted to the rank of colonel; and in 1770 he was appointed by Chbifleul minifter'to the; 
confederates of Poland, and commanded a body of troops in their fervice for : two 
campaigns. In 1772 he was employed to revife and corred the military code^ .and at. 
the end of. the fame year was entrufted exprefsly by Louis XV. with the management. of 
the fecret negociationiu Sweden which produced the revolution there. v This niiffron was-, 
given him* by .the king without the knowlege of his minifter, and 1 the duke id'Aiguillpii* 
,fead him -conducted from Hamburg to the Baftile, for the Bare he had in it j where the. 
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irrefohite and bafe Vmg r 4 under th'tf Influence of his concubine Du Barre, fuffered hini 

to remain, and to fuftahi the weight of a profecution without acknowleging the powers 
which he had fecrerly given Mm* After fix months confinement, he was bamfhed to the 
cattle of Caen for three months ; meanwhile Louis' XV, died, d'Aiguilion was difgraced, 
and 1 Louis XVI. direded a revifion of his trial" by meflieurs Du Muy, Be Vergennes, 
'-and Saftihe, whofe report acquitted him., He r was fen t to Lifle with his former rank, to 
exariiiii'eunew plan of difcipfine brought from Pruffia, and appointed one of a comrnif- 
fiqh Fojr improving the navigation of the Lys, and for ''forioing a harbour at Ambleteufe* 
In 1776, he : was joined with (fOify, a naval officer, and Roziere,. one of the firft engi- 
neers in Europe, to determine upon a! proper place for a naval, port in the Channel oppo« 
fite the' Eiaglifh coaft; and the year 1777, which he fays was the only period of repofe 
^ie had enjoyed in his life, he fpeiit at his villa of Clichy, twenty leagues from Paris- In 
1778 he was appointed commandant of Cherbourg, which he had considered as the fitted: 

fcite for a'nfival pbrt, aiidxrontinued to fuperinteridits executic^i thence to the commence* 

thent of th£ revolution. . 



The extraordinary vicifiitudes of the revolution called him from that fubordinate ftation, 
into a field of aftion where his taHents united wkh probity, might have fecured him an 
^mbrEkUtyi-in, hiftory- But his education. was. adapted ibr the wiles and infincerity of 
cburfeV His ; chara&er : 4jWd two leading traits ; intrigue and vanity ; the onie entered fa 
J^ply into"a!l hi6 habits, ; "that it appeared irkfome to difpenfe with it in the moft ordinary 
tranfa^ions^ and the, other was £0 exceffive as to ovebear his duplicity, and dilplay art 
fegotifpa that expofed* his Merits, to difrefped. .Fortune and the enthufiafm off his country 
icoricuirihg with his military £kill, J had bound his brows with the laurels of vidory'^ hi^ 
/glory' was too fud^n and exalted for the texture of his mind, he "became giddy, when ;he 
looked ; down ! to hk^ormet-obfeurity, and the attention whidhfoe .found beftowed on him 
<by J thofepbwed5 of Europe whom he had been habituated to. view with diftant awe and 
reverence, while it fatiated his ruling paffiori, obftrii&ed every approach of prudence and 
magnanimity; 

Foreign nations while thiey refufed to ackhowlege the republic, fent their agents to his 

ifckmp, and while they affefited to difdain a treaty with the executive council, were.aaxiou? 

to ! negotiate with the general. Since the revolution he had not only reprobated 
khd 1 monarchy, but had ; difclaim'ed the nobility of his family .qf which he was fecretly 
proud; l?Ut tnejdifguife of philbfop^y which he alTunied . was fo thin, that thofe who faw 
film irmmately, eafily 4ifco he could facrifice the monarch for his ambu 

HoiHhat hie would alio Jfacrific^liberty for rhe'tinfil and drapery of courts. He was not 
phly covetous' of : great but of little diftinftions. He received every kind of. homage 
Which inilitkryTubordirlatibk exalted no left in accidental hpnours, than thbfc 

to ivniich genius is entitled...- .. ;:" v 

' THe'accbrapliflied and immortal wife of Roland has given a Jhappy flcetch.of thisjman j 

*5.tie l had. a great mare of what is called wit, but little morality j diligent and brave 4 .-an 
Able general," - a' thorotigh^acMcour tier; a good writer,. ' ayr^ady 'fpeaker, and capable of 
sgreair undertakings .; but he " wanted a ' cool head and firm mind tp. -execute what he un- 
dertook-; good humoured With his friends, and ready to cheat every one of them, he was 
ilVogetfier formdd for the intngue's bf a corrupt court/ 
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and; that addrefswith which he could accommodate himfelf to.any principles ; thus it was,, 
that he was a boifterous Jacobin and a fimple Girondift at the fame time :. as a mi- 
nifter we have feen him. the private favorite of* the king: and queen, and,yet calling the 
< mod decided republicans to adminiftration ; when thofe minifters propofe a camp near 
- Paris headvifes their difmiflion,.. and foon after refigns himfelf becaufe their advice is not 
adopted ; the moft inveterate among the violent, enemies of Lafayette, and .the loudeft in 
* reproach of his defertion, he is appointed to fucceed to the command of the fame army, 
-and he endeavors to" betray it under circumftances of tenfold perfidy proclaiming 
the purelr principles ' of republican equity, ariathemati'fihg tyrants and ariftocrars, and 



(landard 



with thole verv tvrants ; even 



written for his juftifitation, the. crimes he acknowleges prove only the. moderation of thofe 
: whd>had ; denounced.his criminal defigns ; he was in Paris from, the firft to.the .twenty^ 
Tixth of January,, and he employed the principal' part of that time in compofmg. four 

laborious memorials calculated; to promote order and- energy in fo many; departments of 
«the adminiftration-,. and the fecurity of the government ; yet he alfo acknowleges, that at 

the fame period with a view to fave the king,, he had offered^to the Girondists to march 

twenty thoufandmen to Paris — that he had tendered the diclato^flnp to Robefpierre: — and 

** 1 * TT % • • . * _ * T _.l . . P_ ■ . . _ _ _ __. . • I • 
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Jacobins 

become the arbiters of France and Europe. , . . - /. : 

; : After - fo monftrous an aflbeiation of defigns, fo contradictory with each other, fo atro* 

cidus hr tliemfelves, . his laftaft of perfidy; ceafes. to. be furprizing.: the.leflbn. which he 

to ariftbcratic habits*. fhould never be 



ery 



party 



'forgotten by republicans : his public ctiara&er forms altogether.fuch an hideous pi&ure of 
political depravity that hiftory. will not conddccnd; to enquire,, whether he poffefled.one 

quality in private life worthy of pity or regret;.. ^ • , 

* The news of the defe&ion bf Dumoiirier arrived at Paris when, the animofities of 

* — r - w 

Bad gained the. moft alarming appearence ; in -great revolutions*.. the-paffions.are ail awake; 
and re'afon ; is but a light, auxiliary, that offers-plans, whiclrare executed or -rejie^ed by 
: enthufiafm ; confidence generally attaches; to thofe who. addrefs themfelves.to-the. pre- 
dominant affe&ibn ; and' if the people commit- excefles,.. thofe who undertake, to: defend 
them become more dear than thofe who are folicitous only for their reputation and their 
fights. All parties are from the. very nature! of. the. human, character and fociety compo- 
fedof very oppofitc characters,., though, adhering . by one common tie. hi oppofition to 
another ; both the parties in the convention difplayed each within itfelf this admixture;- 



ere 
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among' themfelves ; the fame remark applies to their opponents- After that, event- . the- 
refpe&ive parties had become more compaft from the neceffity of ftemming the ftrong 



_ ^ the conteft' became more afRi&ihg and ruinous.' The.Girondifts had: 

fee reins of power ih.their hands, and: power/ is always neceffarily liable to cenfiire. To* 



power 



relieve 



Weighty influence of the city of Paris, 



the 



mune 



force,. A ft en more impolitic in every refpecl; could..not have been taken, . confidering 
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the three principal members of the Mountain, Danfon^ Robefpierre, and Marat, ! though 
each reciprocally jealous of or detefting. the other, were actually the moll popular, men in 
the fe&ions.. The Girondifts foon perceived, their error, and at an evening fitting of the 
convention, when the executive council were delivering an account of fome diftiirbances 
that had taken place, one of the minifters obferved that the executive council could not 
be refponfible for what, might happen, on any occafion of tumult, fince they were not 
poffeffed of means of force to control or command events ; ,Genfonne r a diftinguiftied 
member of the Gironde, inftantly. rofe and moved that the armed forcefhbuld be entrufted 
to the executive power. Robefpierre precipitated himfelf inftantly from his feat, . and: 
.afcended the tribune, demanding liberty to fpeak to thefafety and; liberty of the. people,,. 

• and the rights, of. man, A violent debate took place, which- only more confirmed the 
jealoufy of the parties, and the evils* p£ the firft imprudence.;- the executive council Taw 
its weaknefs,' and the members faw their individual danger, and they propofed that ?th'e 
executive council fliould be abolilhed,, and the adminiftration exercifed by the convention 
.by means. of a. committee ; the majority of the convention at this period \vere neither 

• fwayed by terror, nor did the paflions of party preclude the formation* of great defigrisy. 
and had^ this meafure. been then adopted it is probable that the profcriptions which foon 
followed would never have taken place ; for the fubfequent diffractions .did not: proceed 
from the exercife of a^boundlefs power by the majority, but from their not having affuined 

• the power;, as it was foon after ufurpedby the minority, who exercifed it firft by.! the- 
intervention of the commune,* afterwards direttty by themfelves, and at laft by . a few 
committees, who exercifed univerfal oppreflion, without afTuming. even the appellation 



of committees of government; 



* * 



> * ) 



The mutual threats of both fides* different in nature, but equally violent,, became every- 
day* more terrible and; alarming. They were as two armies encamped over againft each 
other,, impatient to combat, and watching for the favourable oecafion, to<ftrike a deci- 

five. blow* The diftra&ions occafioned by the difturbances* which* took place on; the . tenth 
-tff March precipitated the career of events-- 



The -news of the defection of Duniourier, which were* received, on therfarne. day,, 
made gloomy and> unfavourable impreflions upon, the public imagination. Front: one act- 
of treachery, occafton*was taken to excite- fufpicions of a thoufand othersj -arid, to - infer 
the probability, of all in the truth of one. . Dumourier's former intimacy wjth Briffot and* 
the deputies of the.Gironde, had been, long fince f fucceeded by a- refentment*. which j they 
could fcarcely retaih within the limits of. that refpeft which wasdue from the general ' of 
thearmy, to the. legiflators of the. commonwealth, and of that decent treatment which (the 4 
legiflators owed to;a general by whofe fervice&the Republic was triumphant. But, their 

^nemies pretended to believe them ftiil united* in order that they might thence -have,^ 

pretext to deftroy*. them together,, to join them in the fame, profcriptipii: That indig- 
nation which. Dumourier deferved. by : his;condu& in, Belgium,, was at ; Paris -turnecb 
■againft Briffot and the deputies of. the. Gironde.. 
r ,The effeft. was not lefs powerful on the public mind the intimacy of Dumouriier witte 
Brififot and thofe enlightened literati who compofed his party ;< but whoonly toleratedrthe? 
, general and man of letters, while they abhorred his private 

^duplicity, of character, incurred the refentment of the irritated people, and converted alfc 

>hat. refp.e& which their patriotifm and talents had infgired into an hatred that was th& 



*5* CHI STORY <3F 




l>793 



:more inveterate from the very carte of their former attachment:.' The Mountain 1 \vere 

not inaflive ; the intrepidity of the generality of thofe men of whom it was cqmpofed, 
: and. above all that additional vigour with which a jealbufy of each other infpired theni, 

Sx>m a fear that they fhould be furpalfed in ardor, or fufpedted from the moderate mea- 
sures to be taken for the overthrow of thdr opponents, drbvd them to the moft extra- 
vagant lengths. The Journal of Marat was : now the popular oracle ; the Jacobin club 
was the focus of fedition, and the moft* abandoned of the idle and ignorant made it their 
rrehdezvous and fheir temple. Men of the moft debauched chaTaOers now fuperceded, 
/thofe of talents and morality ; and the name and- attributes of liberty and viftue>ppeared 
to fuffer a debafement from the extravagancies committed in their name, : The tranfafi- 
ijtions which followed it would be abfurd to Attribute to any ' fixed plan ; fo contradictory 
arid variable do they appear. Befide the divifions which we have noticed iancl that ftirmr- 
dusiof jealoufy which fubfifted between the fa&ions, whofe force was centred in the iriouri- 
itain; the courfe of time has brought to light many fbcret operations of the combined 
powers and of the emigrants to fan the flame of diforder, with the hope of re-eiftabliftiing 
, the ancient defpotifm upon the ruins of anarchy. The clubs were the conftant fcenes of 
ihefe intrigues, and foreign gold and royal attachment contributed to encreafe the numbers 
\and the fury of the furious. 



Sufpicions only have reached the charaSer of Marat, the tenor of his private life, 
xieither countenances nor difcourages the 5 opinion th-at He was fold to the^e^ 
France; but the fufpicidn is not warranted' by any other eyideftiie than the fariguin^ry 
.ferocity of his chara&er and the concurrence , of a great number of the meafures of the 
•enemy with his tranfa<9tions, Hebert, a chara&er refembling Marat in the enofiViity df 
his defigns, and 'denunciations, greatly influehced^he misfortunes of this period, 1 by the 

^publication of a journal, under the title of Pere Duchefne> in which loofe vulgarityarfd 



iwdry humour were by a Angular union of extravagance and wickedhefs employed to 
.corrupt - the popular judgment, to debafe the feelings "■ and fport with crimes arid death. 
This monfter has been likewife considered as fecretly fold to the enemy, together with°a 

number of others who had acquired power in the feflrioris of Paris through their daring 



cf>ndu&. The alarm of the nirith and tenth of March, was produced by thefe iriceridii- 




rie^; r and it had been propofed by Rbnfinin the Jacobin club' that all the members 1 

on that night fhould divide themfelves into two troops, one of which Ihould -iriifehtl^ 

malfacre the obnoxious reprefentatmcs'm the 1 convention, which was alfo fitting and-the 
. other char the houfe of all the '7riini/lers. The proportion was received with appktuf£, 
:fabres were brandiftied in the j air;— a member had the courage to propofe the impfifon- 
iment of the obnoxious : chara&ers^ and : Sheir fubfequent trial ; and this amendment wis 
-^ut when Dubois- Grarice entered the hall* and with a noble daring exipofed the wickednefe 
-of the original motion • arid the danger of • ihe amendment however huinaiie r ahd- vrifely 
intended. He expofed the inconM^ncfbffuch proceedings with thb principles $fftbfrtf. 




Stall many-bf thfe defparate v Kad : gone away mirage, and it was feared that the^ would 
perpetrate fome horrid primes/: A : fimilar coriiniotion had taken plate at: :i jthe HCordeliefS 

club,- but Danton had managed the popular impulfe in fuch a mannef, tL ^;td produce 
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only a refolution for a deputation to the mayor, demanding that the barriers fllould fce 
{hut ; the requeft was of courfe denied aadtfee ftorni paled over, although the agitationr- 

.continued in foxme meafure for feveral days, ^ t ; 

The intrigues of theforeign powers- in the provincesof Prance, had produced convul-! 
s fions as temhle in their confequences as alarming' to the government ; their occurrence at 
the: very period of Dnmourier's defection evidently fan&ioned the fuppofitibn: that the'y> 
-were the effeft of a common concert, which- by one tremendous and general explbfioa: 
zfhould o.verthrow the republic. In the. departments of Vendee and Loire, confiderablei 
-mnmbers of the emigrants had colle£ted, in oppofition to feveral decrees during the winter 

'Of 1792.V numbers of them had been thrown afhore by Englifh veffels, and they were fur-: 
-niflied with cortftant fupplies from England of money, military >ftores, arms, <andforge& 
affignats .;* theTe counter-revolutionary hirelings and traitors wore as a contra'diftinfltion front 
Ithe republicans, a white cap,and their rallying words were c Vive la Roi' and c Vivent les; 
Anglois !\ They profefledto a&by the authority of Monfieur, who haclaflumed the title of 
•re^ent.df France, and had gained feveral victories over the national -guards Galled out to op-j 
.pofe them. In one a&ion after a fevere conflift: they took the ci^y of Chantenay, and-delivered 
itup to ^plunder; on the twenty^third of March the convention learned that they had made 
.shemfelves matters of Cholet, .Montaigne, and Cliflbn ; they defeated general Marce who.; 
fhud been fent to quell them ; and Nantz was at thefame time befieged by another .body b£ 
forty thbufand. In the'beginning of April general Berruyefre was appointed" to the.com- 
-mand-of a force fent againft them, notwithftanding before the end of that month the^r 
;had poffeffed.themfelves of a country -fi% leagues in extent, and in two pitched battlesT 
-defeated the republicans, and took immenfe ftores, artillery, ammunition, and : ;prifoner«w 



On the fourteenth of March v Lafource announced to the convention a difcovery of that 
sconfpiracy againft France, of which he faid only a. earner of . the veil had been lifted by > 
the. treachery and difappointment of Dumourier. It -was difcovered that. the 4ate king V. 
brothers, the duke of Brunfwick, the Englifli minifters Pitt, Greriville, and Wyndham,; 
in conjun&ion with Calonne, and feveral of the .ex -dignified clergy, hzd -combined; tor 

fpread defolation through the republic. That a committee of agents of the rp;yal : cqnfpi- 
Tators was organized on the'frontiers, \vho a&ed by fecondary agents on every point,; anil 
;in. feveral departments ; that infurreclion, affaflination, and corruption, were jnot their; 
only mean&, but they had befides the diftribution of forged affignats and arms, aodLxon- 

trived meai*s to export numerous fums of the current fpecie. That c twenty-eighf of 
tliofe agents. had been difcovered andfeizedby order of the executive, ;at ^Rennes > ; Lum- 
balle,; St. Malo 5 rand, in Paris, The thread of the confpiracy had been io the. hands of 
the executive for two months, >but its rammifications were fo extenfive and complex, that 
•it. could not be eftablifhed and the traitors detefted before* , Among fhe papers feized: 

vwere ithirty-iight .commiffions delivered by the two Capets to thofe agents. . \ 

- • - • , m . 

* -..The aflignats weresforged sunder the agency of the Englifli miniftry ; the brafs cuts were executed by flip 

» eflgtaver in Holborh London, the Alert, a jaft failing vefTeJ formerly a pi ivateer belonging ; to Maffaf- 

schuffetts^ was the principal conveyance by which they were fent to France ; the vefFeJ ufually failed 



ports 



,Aationid for the purpofe at the weftern ports of England, 
ch-afed bv a French ftfeate from dieLCoaft of France Int- 



m 

dmodth 



by a French frig 



794, was 
near the 
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Intelligence from every quarter corroborated the multiplied variety and extent of this 
combination ; the Spaniards-' about the period between the end of April and the middle 



Mar 



tfoe 



From 



Mont Blanc advice was received/of a' violent fermentation, and that the king of Sar- 
dinia was raifing a- numerous force- to fecond the agitation which had been created by the 
fenatical clergy and the ex-nobles, and that a number of the emigrants with arms 
arid money had already entered that department and threatened the utmoft dangers. 
* The eldfcr brother of the late king, had aflumed the title of regent immediately after 
the death of the : monarch ; and publifhed a proclamation wherein he declared Louis 



(fon^of the late king) fovereign 



(Artois) 



public 



paper was- drawn up by Calonrie, and declared a determination to re-eftablifli the French; 
monarch, the religion of their forefathers according to the canon"? of the church, and 
She. 1 regular adminilferations of former times-; this paper was da t erf, " l at Ham in? 

on the twenty-eighth of January 1797-, 'under the feal, which we ufe in- 



*5 figning 

xn&: was- c 
©£ ftate.- 



-"It was. under this- authority that commiflions were iffued to the agents of • infurrec- 

tiori ; and great numbers- of them had been fent to England, and different parts oft 

-Ffance with blanks to be : filled up as oecafion might require. How far thefe meafures 

of the late princes were mftrumental' to the fubfequent fate of the royal family, it is nob 

difficult to perceive; That they were riot founded in wifdom-, nor- in prudence, their 

conftruftion, their violence, and" the objects contemplated to- be obtained are too obvious* 

at , this period : they were^ calculated in faft to* divide from the adherents of monarchy 

all thofe'who from* principle or for confiflency were bound to pay fome refpeft to the 

unions of reprefentative with monarchical- government.- ; 
But misfortune was not confined* to thofe alarming occurrences y an. expedition againft 

Cagliari, the capital feaport of Sardinia,, was equally difaftrous- Admiral Trugust failedi 
from Toulon with a final 1 fqtiadron of line of battle foips and frigates, and anchored before 
that town on the twenty-fourth of January, and immediately commenced a furious can- 
nonade s but his tranfport3 with a- confiderablfe body of troops on board, had not yet 
arrived^ and he abated his fire an&ceafed wholly on the twenty-ninth. A, cbrifiderable: 
body of volunteers who had embarked* on- board the fhips of war, grew impatient at the. 
delay, and' notwithftanding every argument ufed by the admiral' to fhew the danger of 
landing with fuch a fmall' force, without the co-operation of the greater body hourly ex- 
pefted, they were not to be diffuaded from the enterprife; accordingly -on- the thirteenth/ 
of February, four, fhips and two bomb -ketches, were. anchored clofe under the town, and' 
a fimilar force between the town and an elevated ground that was ftrongly fortified ;' a- 
fingje fhip- was anchored in a pofitxon clofe upon another quarter of the town with a view 
fo batter it, while three fhips and v three frigates covered the landing of the. troops. Of 
all thefe : ffiips the Theriiiftocles. alone did execution, but (lie received a- red-hot. {hot which: 
fet I\er on fire ; her captain was mortally wounded , and fhe was obliged to retire in the 

Bight, to extinguilh the fire., The Patriot had. fired; fo incelfantly for; three days that 
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her ammunition was exhaufted, and had with the Juno frigate feveral men killed and 

wounded. v 

The defcent was effected under the command of general Cafa-Bianca, with fifteen 
hundred troops of the line, and three thoufand national volunteers ; another defcent was 
to be made at fome diflance, and a certain fignal was agreed upon. The fame fignal was 
obferved in the ifland, and che troops heard the following words pronounced throughfa 
fpeaking- trumpet : — c Citizens, come on fhore j we have put the enemy to flight * The 

<tropps, however, fufpe&ed thedelufion, efpecially as they could obfervewith their glafles 

that the invitation came from perfons in the Sardinian uniform. The fecond defcent 
therefore was countermanded. Cafa-Bianca, however, formed a camp at the diftance of 
half a .league from the town, with fifteen pieces of cannon and fome mortars ; but the 
troops were feized with an inftantaneous panic, they miftook the word of command,. and 
the patroles fired upon each other j. the foldiers imagined themfelves too weak in number* 
and requeued to be re-embarked, and fome of them without orders began to rerir- 
towards the beach. . In this difagreeable fituation the general was compelled to rerem <«rk 
his troops, and it was with great difficulty he was able to fave -his cannon. .. When the 
troops returned on board, Truguet > immediately fet fail. The Leopard, a (hip of the 
line, ran on fhore, but the crew were faved. - A tartan, which ran on fhore alfo, was 

burned by the Sardinians. . ... r 

Among fuch multiplied dangers, difafters* and affaults, combined with fo much induflry 7 
fupported by powers fo immenfe and enemies fo inveterate j polfeffing the cooperative force 
of religious fanaticifm in the the greater part of France, and political fanaticifm and fac-f 
.tious conflict in not only the capital, but in the very centre of the national authority that 
France fhould be yet able to refift them all, appears aftoniihing.but moreib that fhe fliouH 
triumph over them, . ; 

The popular, difquietudes of March had been more, formidable fn their defign thar* 

in their execution. But they had rendered meafures of vigour indifpenfable. In 
the midft of thefe troubles Gaudet had propofed the removal of the convention tp 
Verfailies.; which was not agreed to ; but the prefTure provoked the formation of ane>v 
tribunal, which was to judge all crimes of confpiracy and counter-revolution without 
appeal, and thence was called the revolutionary tribunal- This meafure which was the 
projeft of Danton, and exprefsly defigned to bury under a general meafure of energy, 
andfafety, all the fears of one party, and the dangerous usurpations of another, un- 
happily produced the moft oppofite effects. The executive council, which (till principally, 
confided of Girondifts, were folicitous to be delivered from their bkfome fituation; but 

,the danger of .retreat w.as as igreat as that of continuance in authority. The mountain 
had now gained under Robefpiere fo alarming anafcendancy over the populace through tHe 
irritation of public diftrefs,. that many of the members that, compofed the mountain became 
4 as much alarmed for. their individual fafety as.tbofe of the Gironde, and this tribuual was 
expected to be a fufficient control agamft tyranny, as well as a powerful check on 

private confpiracy, . , . 

The convention alfo took, the moft vigorous meafures for the military and nav?I 
equipments } at once to enable the government to obtain the completefl knowledge of 
the number, of males in every diftrift, either of an age for military fervice,. or fuch as 

might be corcealed for treafonable purpofes, every proprietor and occupant of a houie 
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age 



feffion of every individual habitually refident therein;, and to keep the lift conftantly. re- 
newed, upon any occafion of change. The army was at the fame timfe ordered to be 
augmented to four hundred and twenty-feven thoufand men, although in the month of 
January there was not money enough in the treafury to pay the military eltablifhment 
up to ApriU : ; '....) 



It was in the penod when Dumounef was conipmng with the enemy, thatthe confix- 
tution, wa« prefented, on the fifteenth of February, to the convention by Condorcet^ to 
whom its formation has been generally attributed \ the features by which it was diftinguifh- 
ed from that which preceded itj confifted in the abolition of royalty-, and of electoral 
affemblies j the^nembers of the legiflature were to be appointed immediately by the people 
in primary affemblies : the executive council or minifters were tobeele£ted by the people 

and to be difmifled only by the verdift of a fpecial jury ; to prevent frequent elections 
fupplementary candidates were to be chofen for each department of office j and the ;uu 
terior adminiftration was to be newly arranged.- This conflitution however, was 



never 



j 



On the feventh of March, it was that the -condud of Spain on the frontiers,,' iier 
naval equipments, and her concert with the combined powers, provoked France to declare 
"war .againft that nation, by a decree which ordered the augmentation of -the army, of 'the 

On the twenty-third of the fame month, . the 



ennees 



A to 



led by the combined 
the French armies. Diftruft it:.was 



"court of Spain iffued a counter- declaration of war againft France. • 
The higheft expectations had been indulged from 

powers, and their firft fuccefs in the {hock given to 
'cxpe&ed would have fucceeded the defertion of the general, and that the want of '.confi- 
dence would have peryaded every department of the government and the- army- , Thefe 
vain hopes were notdeftroyed even by the admirable conftancy and virtue of the French 
troops, and their dereli&ion of their favourite general, their leader in vi&ory, for the 
' more facred obligation of their country and liberty. That any of die pov/ers fliduld.ex> 
pe& fuccefs after fuch magnanimity, is one of thole evidences of extraordinary infatuation 
which have marked the condutt and aggreflions of the war- 

The proclamations of Cobourg and Dumourier, which were calculated at leaft to colour 
the defigns of the coaiefced powers, with an appearance of moderation, proved highly 
alarming, to the feveral members of the confederacy. On the eighth of April, a congrefs 



con fift 



iqrd Auldand, for England; 



York 



Knobelfdorf, 



Metternich and his two fons, and counts Starhemberg and Merci-d'Argefiteau, for the Ger« 
man powers,; and the minifters of -Spain and Sicily. The profeffed object p£ this affem- 
' bly rapidly fummoned together, was to fettle a plan for the profecution .of the war* 
particularly the manher of invading France. ' 

It has been remarked >in;the foirit of .defpairine lamentation^ b.v one of the mofl zealous 



afflided 



ftility 



deut that victory wouftl not necelfarily produce Xubjug 

* Calonne. 
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their oiily effort was directed to military operations, on which they could not agree any more 
than in their political views-; there was neither union in their proje&s, uniformity in their 
ideas, umva general dire&ion- to the fame point of adiion. It was a general opinion with 
them, before the firft: campaign, that terror alone could operate on the French nation, 
becaufe they conceived the revolution to have been produced by terror. A bold and 
£apid movement for Paris therefore was thought not only to be the mod certain but a 
praftkabls 'plan for the accdmplifli merit of this end. But after having furmounted the 
firft:; diffitulties, after having penetrated beyond the firft lines of the frontier towns, when 
their army, commanded by one of the firft: generals of Europe, was but forty-five* 
Ifeagues from Paris, when panic had already feized the capital* 3 all at once, as if by a fatality, 
stll their exultinghopes were blafted, and a retrograde movement became necefiary to the 

projector of the mighty defign; the veterans of Pruflia and the pupil of its great warrior, 
were feen- flying before an inferior force of raw and ragged Frenchmen, half fed, unfhod r 
and led by a.general who had never commanded an army before that campaign. 

The opening of the fecond fo far as it had proceeded was to all appearance favourable 
to -the views of the allies. Thecongrefs at Antwerp bad considered the fatality of their' 
progrefs in Champaign in .1792 ; and as if the eafe with which- they had paffedinto the 
country had. been too great to be glorious, after having by the treachery of Dumourier 
-become poffefled of all the Netherlands, with the fame rapidity that he had previously- 
conquered >them, they refolved to attack the frontier of France, covered with fo many 
impregnable :fortrefleSj tfhatit has been called the iron frontier, 

< The* iffue of this plan will be feen; inftead of marching dire&ly to Paris* it was now 
t determined to befiege at once as many of the firong places as poflib> ; by this means all* 
the republican troops were expefted -to be called to the frontier $ and the royalifts in the 
interior bethusleft without oppofition. The ftrong places as they were to fall, it was 
determined fliould be garrifoned by the combined powers, and ferve as points of ?xUon : 
and' co-operation,, as occafion raight require. The navies' of England, Holland, and'. 

Spain were to a£t in concert, andform a chain of cruifers round the coaft, all trade 1 was* 
•to be;fhutLaut,; the nation to be blocked up, and fuccour to be afforded to the r 




•wherever they fhould appear. Thus attacked and hemmed in, while the moft vigorous- 
ftipport --and encouragement- was* to: be given to the cooperators of infurre&ioii in the in-. 

-tfirior, it was not queftioned but the republicans mult be compelled to a fpeedy and uncon-: 
ditional fuhmiflion. . 

1 Biit a principal obje& of .confideration at the meeting of the congrefs on the eighth of 
April; was the proclamation publifhed by the prince of Cobourg, in conjun&ion with 
Dumourier.: The. condu£l of . the prince of Cobourg was treated with much feverity and 
indecorum prince Hohenloe-had publicly teftified his difapprobation of the proclama- 
tion, and had treated Dumourier and the other deferters with the utmoft difrefpeft, and ; 
even forbad their admiflion to his quarters. At the meeting of the congrefs, he was 
alked:;by> the Pruflkn minifter if he had received orders from the emperor for fuch a 5 
publication as he had made, and; on replying in the negative, was informed that if *he did 
notTatraftit, another would be published in the name of the king of Pruflia of a dif- 
ferent* tenors Lord' Auckland ^warmly teftified his concurrence with the minifter of 

Count Metternich, faid 1 he had under the emperor's own hand opinions of the 
,¥qL . . - 3 T - . 
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moft oppofite tendency to thofe contained in the proclamation. And' the duke of York: 

oblerved .that much cenfure had been indifcreetly thrown, out on his father- in-law _ (the' 
king of Pruffia) and the duke of Brunfwick,. but that they had never HTued fuch a, pro- 
clamation as that of the prince 

The plan of the war now* agreed upon neceffarily implied a difregard of thofe promifes 
folemnly made by that general, and accordingly another proclamation was drawn up and 
publifhed on the ninth, figned alfo by Cobourg, wherein he unfaid. the whole of hi& 

previous engagements publifhed on the fifth, and the fcheme of conqueft was formally 
announced to be renewed. 

The French commiffioners in the mean time, who had been fent to the army; omitted 
no means of reiloring order, and invigorating, the fpirit of their troops; The flan dard: 
of the republic was no fooner fet up, than- the battalions which had difperfed from the 
camp of Maulde reforted toit ; and general Dam pic rre, who had evinced his patriotifm' 
By his refiftance to the orders of Bumourier, was provisionally appointed by the com-* 

miflioners to the chief command. In lefs than a week general Dampierre had reftored 
order and difcipline to their diforganifed troops, and was enabled to lead theuv to adtion,. 
and to frequeni vittory- 

On the thirteenth of April, the advanced pofts of the French army, under that gene- 
ral were attacked in fix different points, but the affailants were repulfed with confiderable 
lofs. General Dampierre at the faxne time was enabled to refume the camp of Famars^ 
On the fourteenth and fifteenth the advance guard was again affailed by the enemy : on. 
the former' of thofe days, they were compelled by fuperior numbers to give-way, but on 1 
the fucceeding day they were vi&orious- The firing coatimred from four in the morning: 
till eight in the evening, with as much violence as at the battle of Neerwinden- 

On the twenty-third the Auftrians again attacked the French near Maubeuge, but after' 
a conflict of ten hours were repulfed with considerable lofs ; and on the firft of May s 
general Dampierre attempted to difiodge the enemy from feveral villages of which they 
•were in pofFeffipn, but in his turn experienced a repulfe. On this occafion the Auftrians 
had fix hundred killed and two thousand wounded, and the French had three hundred; 
killed and fix hundred wounded. 

An attion of a more ferious nature took place on* the eighth of May. General 
Dampierre on that day advanced to dillodge the enemy, who were pofted in the wood of; 
Rheme and Vicoigne ; but the ardour of the general having prompted him. to- too* great an> 
expofureof hisperfon, his. thigh was, carried .off by a cannon ball, and he expired the 
following day, leaving the command in the hands: of general Lamarche. In this a£tioa 
the Auftrians loft in killed and wounded five hundred men, and the Pruflians. three hun- 
dred: of the Englifli troops, who. were engaged and who iufFered greatly, no official re- 
turn was .made. The lofs of the French was eftimated. at four thoufand- 

From this period to the twenty-third little of importance occuredv On that day it was> 
determined by the allies to attempt to diflodge the French from, their fortified camp on; 

the heights- of Famars^ which- covered and protefted the town of. Valenciennes. At day- 
break the Britifh and Hanoverians afiembled under the command of the duke: of York,. 

and the Auftrians and German auxiliaries under that of the prince of Cobourg and* 
general Ciairfait; A thick fog prevented for fome time the advance, of the troops y andi 

they foQn experienced a tremendous fire fron^ the entrenchments of the French. The 



1 



» 79 3-] NATIONAL CONVENTION. ifa 

conteft, an Ehglifh officer dates, was of thefevereft kind, and iri the field the French were? 

defeated. The duke of York then advanced within a finalLdiftance of the works; but' 
obferving from the difpofition of the French * that they could not be carried without con- : 
fiderable lofs, he determined to defer the attack till day-break on the following day. In: 

the courfe of the night, however, the 'French, apprehenfive of the'confequences, and ; 

probably much weakened by the action , abandoned their camp,' and withdrew partly 
into Valenciennes, while another party retired to Denain, towards Bouchain and Cam- 2 
bray. No official return was made of the lofs of the allies ; but on both fides k mud 
have been confiderable. • 

The luccefs on the twenty-third enabled the allies to lay formal fiege to Valenciennes*' 
Conde had been inverted* from the beginning of April, and the communication entirely* 
cut off between that place and Valenciennes, To re-eftablifh that communication was 
the object of general Dampierre on the eighth of May, when he-received the fatal' w^und 
that deprived him of life. * • " " " " - 

. While thefe affairs were tranfnding in the north, but little of importance occurred in* 
other parts. In the beginning of May general Cuftine, who commanded the army of the: 
Rhine, formed a defign of cutting off from the enemy a body of fevendr eight thoufand : 
men who <had advanced as far as Rheinzabern ; but, to fucceed, it was neceffary to amufe 
the ' Pruffians in all parts, and todeftroy the effefl: of the cavalry and infantry which they 
had near Landau, Had he been to retain the command of this army, he faid he fhould: 
have deferred that eriterprife until the commencement of June, and then the army, better 
exercifed, would have been in a condition to execute it completely ; but refle&ing that he 
was about to depart and take- upon him the command of the army of the North, he'de* 

termined to attempt an a£tion, to prevent the Pruffians from taking advantage of their goo<£ 
pofition. He therefore fent orders to general Houchard to attack in the rear Limberg 
and Carlberg with the army of the Mofelle, while Pulli fhould keep in check, and attack* 
with the reft of the corps des Vofges, a Pruffian corps who had advanced,' and whii^e 
general Sulek, with nine battalions and foine cavalry, fhould advance towards Anweiler- 
to moleft the enemy. The fame day the garrifon of Landau had orders to^ occupy -the 
banks of the canal of Anweiler, the vineyards and the village of Nufderff, with feverai' 
• other pofts,* and to give the Pruffians reafon to apprehend that they would be attacked 
in the rear, in cafe they fhould attempt any movements. He alfo caufed a report to be; 
fpread in the Pruflian. army, that the cavalry of the Mofelle had arrived, as well as part 
of the artillery of Strafbourg. 'In the mean time general Ferrier, who commanded forty: 
battalions, was ordered only to fhew himfelf to the enemy till he fhould hear that the 
engagement had commenced, and to attack them in the wood of Rheinzabern, and; 
the Auftrians who were in it beyond the village. Notwithftanding thefe orders, Cuftine 
obferves, that he did not fee his troops appear till eleven o'clock, at which time general* 
Drietmann had commanded a retreat, becaufe the troops were fatigued and could pro- 
cure neither provifions nor drink- The general himfelf began to march at eight o'clock* 

in the evuiiug, with twenty fix battalions and eight regiments, to : 'the heights near fn- 

iheim ; but feverai unavoidable delays prevented him from arriving at that place till fivein* 

the morning. The advance guard, under the command of general Landremont, kept the* 
enemy in check, and prevented them from quitting the foreft' of Germerfheim. While 

general Landremont was thus engaging the Auitrian army^ and preventing, them from ad^ 
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vancing, the main army extended to. the heights of Rulflieim, and proceeded as. far m 
that village* Cuftine charged two divifions of dragoons with vigour, who fled after, 
fuftaining; confiderable lojs.. Among; the number, of the. dead were, three officers.: The, 
•general obferved, that had: it not been: for the infatuation, of. a battalion, whomiftook; 
the French cavalry for that, of the eneniy,. this day would have. been, glorious -for, ther 
troops of the republic.; they anfwered all attempts to rally them, only by discharges,, 
of mufquetry and it was with; great difficulty they could be prevailed upon to refume their 
ranks. The general wa.s informed that this, event? was occafioned by the commander, .who 
began the cry of treachery. He was arretted, and deftroyed. himfelf, " This day* 
which ought to have been.* fo. memoraihl^ added. Cuftine y " terminated by the taking of 
XQ one piece of cannon, and a very. gjreat number of prifoners.."' The Prutfians were fooii 
sifter enabled to form:, the fiege. of Mentz. 

At this fatal period, .the. machinations of - the. combined . powers had obtained a more 
commanding influence than at any period before or fince, in the internal affairs. of France. ;r 
their emiffaries were £pread : over every one of the departments;, eighteen millions 
fterling had been expended on . this fervice by one power alone,: exclufive. of fleets 
and .armies; and conspiracy .and treachery, feem to have pervaded every part of the 
French territory. On the fccond of April the popular: fociety of Toulon denounced; the 
Corfxcan general Paoli as a traitor,, and his. fubfeqoient conduct: has proved that theiaccu* 
fation was too, well founded. Paoli was cited to appear at. the bar of the convention*, bu£ 
•excufed .himfeif ; and the perfdns who were fent to arreffc him declared that t&eferyice 
was, too dangerous to be attempted, , 
« At the fame time charges of a. ferious nature : were; exhibited' againft; the exi^niniftetf 
Bourndnville,. who was accufed as an accomplice of - Dnmourief. 

The paufe which at this, time took place in the military tranfaftions, affords an opportunity 
to review the no lefs important proceedings of the convention. In the month of MarcK 
the celebrated revolutionary tribunal, forjudging offences againft the ftate,. was completely- 
organized. — The plan on which this tribunal was formed is as follows .: ! • 

I. - The revolutionary , tribunal fhall take cognizance of every enterprife, plot, and 
attempt againft the liberty and fovereignty of the people, and the unity, indivifibility, 
and external as well as internal fafety of the. republic ; of every plan tending to eftablilh 
royalty, and of every crime relating to the fabrication of forged afiignats- 

II. The tribunal fhail confid of fix judges, divided into two fe&ions. Three members 
in each fe&ion lhall be fufficient to -examine fails, denounced. 

HI. The judges fhall be chofen. by .the national convention, by the open vote and by 
a -relative majority. 

IV. To this- tribunal fhall belong a. public accufer and two affiftants, named, by the 
convention in the fame manner as the judges. A commiflion of fix members lhall alfo 
be appointed to draw, up the decrees of accufation which may be paffed by the. 
convention. / 

. V«. The jurors fhall be in number twelve, and their fubftitutes three. They fhall he 
taken. from. the. department of Paris, until the firft of May next; an epoch when the 

eleftorat bodies :muft renew their jurors. 

¥L. Crimes againft;- general fafety, affigned heretofore to the cognizance of municip^ 

iiesj Jhallia.. future.bjt judged by. the:ievx)lutioaary^ tribunals*. 
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VII. There fhall be no appeal from the fe^tence. 

'VIII. Sentences paffed in the abfence of the accufetl, fhali have the fame effect as if 

•they were prefent. v 

IX- Perfons accufed who fnall not appear within three months, (hall be confidered as. 

emigrants, and treated as fuch. 

As the intentions of the parties which divided the convention had been grofsly mif- 
reprefented, and as fome of the indigent and defparate of the citizens had underftood 
the term equality, which was adopted in the declaration of rights, as referring not to 
an equality of rights, but an equality of property; about the fame period a decree was 
propofed on tlie motion of Barrere, and adopted by the convention, denouncing the 
punifhment of death againft any perfon who fhould propofe an agrarian law, or who 
fhould attempt to, injure territorial, commercial, or perfonal property. 
* Another decree, which was pafled on the twenty-ninth of the fame month declared, that 
all perfons convifted of compofing or printing writings for the reftoration of monarchy hi ' 
France, or the diffolution of the national reprefentation, fhould be punifhed with death. 
All perfons guilty of attempting a counter-revolution were at the fame time declared out- 
laws; and on the firft of April a decree was paffed abolifhing the inviolability- of the 
deputies of the convention, when accufed of crimes againft the ftate. 

In every revolution there will be found neceffary an executive authority, with powers 
fuSkiently ftrong to prevent frequent infurre&ion and confpiracy, and fufficiently compacl 
to be able to execute its defigns with fecrecy and prompitude- It was evidently among 
the defe&s of the firft conftitution of France, that no fuch power exifted ; and fmce the 
revolution of the tenth of Auguft, the powers granted to the ordinary minifters, who ' 
formed what was called^the executive council, were not adequate to thefe ends. On the 
feventh of April, therefore, a committee of public fafety, with enlarged powers, was 

inftituted by the convention ; but as the authority delegated to the members of this com* 
niittee was extenfive, it was judged prudent to limit its duration to a fmgle month. After- 
much debate upon the fubjeft, the committee was organifed agreeably to the terms of the 
following decree : — 

"Art, 1. A committee of public fafety, confifting of nine members, taken from the 

convention, fhall be formed by open vote. 

II. This committee fhall deliberate in fecret, and fhall be charged to watch over and 
accelerate the a&ions of the adminiftration entrufted to the executive council, whofe - 
-decrees it may fufpend, when It thinks them contrary to the public intereft, being bound 
;at the 'fame time' to give information to the convention- * 

III. It is authorifed to purfue, in urgent circurriftances, external and Internal meafures 
«of general defence; and its decrees, figned by the majority of its deliberating members, 
which (hall never be lefs than two thirds, fhall be executed by the provifional executive 
council ; and it cannot in any cafeiffue mandates of arreft but againft executive agents* 
bound at the fame time to give immediate information to the convention, 

IV. The particular agents whom the committee may think proper to employ fhall be 

paid from the public treafury. ' 

"V. The national treafury fhall, for this purpofe, keep ready, at the >difpofal of the 
.committee, the fum of one hundred thoufand livres, 
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VI. It may divide itfelf into fe&ions to exercife its operations with fafety. 

VIL It fhail make a. general report o£ its operations^ and of the fituation. of the 
republic. 

VIII. It lhall keep a journal of its deliberations r .which; fhall.be %ned by all the mem- 
bers prefent. 

IX. This committee (hall be eftabliflied only for one month. 

; The firft members of this committee- were Barrere, Delmas, Breardj Cambon, Jeiin 
de Brie, Danton, Guiton-Morveau, Treilhard, and Lacroix, 

The defection of Dumourien.which feemed to have been concerted with certain branches. 

_ » ^ * ■ 

of the Bourbon family, contributed at this period to. overwhelm the whole of this un- 
happy race indifgrace and misfortune. A propofal had . been made, if is faid, to the 
combined powers to exchange the. queen and the other prifoners-in the Temple, for the. 
commiflioners who had been arretted by Dumourierj: and this, tranfa&ion was to ferve 
as a bafis for the treaty of peace. On- what ground this humane, propofal' was fruftrated. 
ive are not informed ; hut we. cannot help thinking that, if the allies had in an open and 
manly manner proceeded to treat upon thefe terms, much mifery and bloodfhed might 
have been prevented. As, however, both parties appeared unwilling. to agree to the terms, 
propofed by each other,- it was decreed by th^ convention, on the feventh of April, that 
all the- members of the Bourbon family, as well as all Auftrian officers, and other mem«* 
bers of the Germanic body who had been taken prifoners, fhould be detained as hoftage$/> 
f6r the fafety of the arretted deputies ; and that all 8 the* Bourbons fliould be removed . 
to Marfeilles, except fuch as were pre vie ufly confined in the Temple r the ci-devant duke. 
of : Orleans, notwitManding his quality as a deputy; of the convention, was included in 

this decree. 

Onthe ninth of the fame month a decree was alfo pafTed, enjoining that all. bargains 
and pohtrafts fliould.be paid . in afllgnats^ and not infyecie. The reafon urged in favour 
(of this v arrangement was the great 4 depreciation which the , paper; currency: of France 
had fuffered. About the fame time the powers, of the commiflioners jfent to the armies 
were enlarged. - 

A confiderable. part of the month of, April was fpent m difcuffing and digefting the de- 
claration of rights, which was to ferve as a preface to the new conftitution. It was pro- . 
pqfed by Salles and fome. other members, to confine th'emfelyes to the declaration which 
had been enaSed in 1789, by the conftitueirt, .affembly ; - but the. maj9rity . appeared to 
incline to a new declaration. On the tenth: of May the. convention took pofleffion of their 

new hall in the- Thuilleries, and on that day decreed the firft article, of . the 

tipn ; viz. " The Erench. Republic is one* and indivifible." : " . 

In themean:time the ,divifions which hadfo ldhg fubfifted between the two gr?at parties 
in the convention, proceeded * rapidly to an open and violent rupture*. The party of 
Robefpierre and Marat had imperceptibly gained on the affeftipris and prejudices ,of the: 
populace of Paris j. and the Jacpbin^Iub became/^ gradually ,und£? .their entire, dire&ion. 
The defire manifefted by fome of the Brilfotines, or Gironde faflion toTaye the. life ,o£ 
the king, had' not contributed to their popularity >j and the multitude,; inffead .of , attribut- 
ing it to motives of humanity , and juftice, were .eafily perfuaded jhatf Jthejr principles had ; 

- been corrupted by bribes from tftofe . ppfffers.^fcoia • theji f u ppofed intereft ed Jn the >R r - e **-,? 
vjention of that cataftrophe*. ... • . . x / .-. , 
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TKe treachery of Dumourier, and the intimate union which had always fubTifted be- 
tween that general and the houfe of Orleans ; and feveralof the BnTTotines; as well as 
Briflbt himfelf, rendered them objects of fufpicion. 

The unpopular manners of Roland, who was ftill a man of integrity, and the vanity of 
others of that' party ; their being in pofleflion : of power, and the inordinate love of it 
which they manifefted, excited the diftruft 5 and jealoufy of many. We may add to thefe 
caufes fbr the decline of their influence, the matiifeft incapacity which they, and the 
minifters appointed by them, had betrayed m the condudt of public affairs ; the negleft 
of the army, and their tardinefs in prefenting the nation with a conftitution. 

It is a melancholy confideration, that to the lenity of their government maybe jufHy' 
afcribed the immediate ruin of the Gironde party- Had they in an early ftage of the 
conteft punifhed with feverity their opponents and caluminators, they might certainly 
have retained their power longer. It is to their honour indeed that they did not choofe to • 
fecure their power by a violation of juftice and humanity. Such a conduft js calculated 
to cover a multitude of errors-; and it is more noble to fall in fuch a manner, than to be. 
viftbrious by cruelty and vioknce. 

In the latter ftages of the conteft, fhey did not; it muft be confefled, proceed with" the ' 

fame moderation. The oppofition was then reduced to a fecret and infiduous conteft; and 
thfougK it is probable, that in the firft inftance the difpute was no other than a party 
ftruggle for the power and emoluments of the ftate, and that their adversaries themfelves 
did not think of attacking their lives, and wanted only their places; yet the quarrel-grew 
by degrees to fo great an extent, that the life of every individual of each party was 
ftaked upon the ifTue.^ 

So ftrong was the impreflion, which the report of the Gironde party being confede- 
rates with Dumourier had made upon the people, that fo early as the ninth of April a 
petition was received from one of the fedions of Paris, accufing Guadet, Vergniaud,. 
©enfonne, and fome other of the deputies, as accomplices cf that perfidrous officer^ and"' 

requefting that they might be puniflied. 

On the fifteenth of April a* petition was prefented by the communes of the forty- 
eight fe&ions of Paris, demanding that Briflbt, Gaudet, Vergniaud, Genfonne, Grange- 
neuve, Barbaroux, Buaot, Salles, Biroteau, Petion, Lanjuinais, Fauchet, Valaze* 
Lafource, Pontecoulant, Lehardy, Gorfas, Valady, Chambon, Hardy, Lanthenas, and 
Louvet, fiiould be impeached and expelled the convention. This difcufiion was for the 

dme obftfu&ed by intelligence being prefented of a difaftrous nature from Valenciennes* 
Oft the. next day the convention paffed the following addrefs — 

"The national* convention of France, to all people and all governments : It is not only to a 
people who pronounce the name of liberty — it is not only to a man whofe reafon is not 
mifguided by fanaticifm, whofe foul is uirftained by fervitude— it is to all people, to all 1 
men , that the French republic denounces the violation of the right of nations committed- 
by the French generals. A Frenchman, a perjurer, abufing the power given him by the 
national, convention, again ft -the national convention itfelf, has arefted four of its mem- 
bers** It is hot a .citizen who disregards the character of a reprefentative of the people in- 
a private enemy, in a man of v an oppqfite party it is a general who violates that facred 
sh&ra&er which he was bouncl to defends Too well aflured that the reprefentatives of the - 

Breach would foon reftoraby their prefence the whole army of the republic, Dumouries; 
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'has bafely delivered them to our enemies, in hopes that he might be protc&ed, and enjoy 

undifturbed the gold acquired by his crimes ; and the Auftrian generals have not blufned 
at becoming his accomplices and partakers of his fhame, as well as of his criminal deeds* 
In a civilized nation did ever the right of war authorise us to detain as prifoners, much 
lefs as hoftages, thofe men whom an infamous treafon had betrayed? It is not on the . 
Auftrian dominions, it is on the French territory they have been (topped. A crime, and 
not a military artifice, or a vi£lory v has^ut them into the hands of Cobourg. To think 
they may be legally detained, would be to juftify thofe who have bafely delivered thenv 
up; or to allow that a general has a right to fell the magiftrates, minifters, reprefenta- 
tives of his country, to his inveterate enemies — Will our enemies fay they do not ackriow-- 
lege the French republic ? Let them deny the exiftence of the French territory. Let . 
them deny the exiftence of a territory where twenty-eight millions of men have proclaimed 
republican liberty. They refufe to acknowlege the republic, and they acknowlege Du- . 
mourier. To whom was the truce offered but the troops of the republic ? Would/it have 
been accepted by them, if it had been confidered as the price of that treafon they deteft ? 
And when our enemies break the truce — at a time when the plots of Dumourier are dif- 
covered, have they not avowed that they meant to deceive the army? Have they- not 
announced that they would treat only with traitors ? Freemen of all countries rife againft 
the bafe and perfidious condutt of the generals of Auftria, or elfe you will foon have no , 
other laws but thofe of favages. What will become of your rights, if to deprive you. of 
their mod zealous defenders, it is enough to find a traitor that will fell them, and a def- , 
pot who dares to buy them. .... 

" Kings ! remember, that a confpirator may alfo deliver you to your enemies, and 
tremble left you Ihould become viftims of the example Cobourg has given ! The greater 
the influence, the greater your authority, the more religioufly you ought to refpett the 
:foiemn ties that unite men. Your agents, your heralds, even in the camps of your ene- 
mies, are fecured only by the impreflion of the character with which you have vefted 
thfem. Your wars (thofe wars which, from your palaces, are but too often directed . . 
merely to gratify your barbarous love of victory) are carried on through the laws of , 
nations. Take care — the crime committed on the reprefentatives of a great nation, is an 
outrage of the firft of laws ; it annihilates the traditional refpe£t agreed upon by all civi- 
lized* nations, and exhibits to the hardened mind, the cruel right referved to barbarous, 
hordes — the right of purfuiug one's enemy like a favage beaft. The veil is torn that was 
thrown over our enemies. Brunfwick declared that he came only to abolifh a conftitu- 
titin, where the regal authority was reviled j to day he comes to re-eftablifh that very 
conftitution, becaufe the name of a king is not preferved. People, do you underftand 

that language? It is not to gratify pride and tyranny—it is againft the independence of 
nations, that war is now waged againft the republic. 
?' They have the effrontery to fay to republicans, that they will not fuffer a great nation to 

exift without a king. They know that the exiftence 0f a republic in France will be an 
evferlafting obftacle to the plan they have formed of giving a mafter to: every nation. 
To even you, who are governed by kings, we make the appeal [---Have not the French 
a right to eftabltth a free conftitution, upon the bafis of the facred rights of man.? 
The French nafion fpeaks to the kingdoms of .the .earth, however governed (they have 
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all a Tight to be governed as they think proper), and puts under the fafeguard of their 
generofity the molt facred rights— Their reprefentatives fold by treafon to tyranny," 

-On the firft of May a petition was preiented by a deputation from thefauxbourg of 
St, Antoine ; the prefident «of which, after propofmg a plan for the recruiting of the 
armies, addrefled the convention in thefe .words : — " We come," faid he, " legifla- 
tors, to tell 'you fevere truths — Employing yourfelves for a long time as you have with 
your perfonal interefts and paffions, declare to us what you- have done ! You have* 
promifed .every thing, and kept your word in nothing. Our defenders have been left 
deftitute of every 'neceffary : you have engaged to regulate the price of provifions ;*to 
relieve the neceflitous ; but in no one inftance have you kept your .word," — He con- 
cluded with declaring the fauxbourg in a ftate of infurrettion, and defiring that the depu- 
tation, to the number of eight thoufand, but. unarmed, might be permitted to file through 
the hall. A warm debate enfued ; but the inhabitants compofed the tumult by alluring 
them that they wifhed to defend, not to deftroy the convention. 

. The Gironde party, on the .other , hand, was riot inactive ; and as much of the dif- 
, content' among the people was fuppofed. to be excited by the inflamatory journal of which 
Marat was the conductor, that deputy was denounced by Salles, as a feditious perfon, 
fp early as the twenty-fixth of February. As the convention however did not think it 
prudent to purfue him with rigour, fuppor ted as he was by fo ftrong a party, and by that 
formidable -body the Jacobin club, he ftill continued his attendance in the hall of the 
iegiflature ; • and on the firft of April he recriminated on the Gironde, and in his place in 
; the. convention denounced three. hundred of the deputies, at the head of whom were 
% Briflbt, Vergniaud, and <Genfonne. On the twelfth of April Marat renewed his ac- 
eufation, and was fupported by Robefpierre* A violent tumult enfued, and the deputies 
..on botL fides of the hall advanced with drawn fwords to affault each other 3 by the 
; authority of the prefident, it was, however, at length compofed- 
- In the evening fitting of the fame day, the Gironde recriminated, and Guadet pre- 
sented a direft accufation againft Marat. . As prefident of the jacobin club, he had figned 
,an addrefs, aceufing the Gironde party of being the accomplices of Dumourier ; and 
€xhortirg the popular focieties to unite;, and pour in a fhower of petitions, " for the 
expulfion of thofe unfaithful members who betrayed their truft, and who did not vote 
>for the death of the tyrant.". The whole compofition was in an extravagant ftyle, and 
'among other exclamations- contained thefe words : — " Let us exterminate the confpi- 
r rators!" Marat alleged that he had figned .the addrefs as prefideitt, without reading 
it; but juftified;the contents. The oppofite. party infilled on a decree of accufatioii 

being paffedcagainft him.; and on the appeal nominal being demanded, out- of three 
•hundred . and ; thirty-fixr. votes, two. hundred and thirty- three were for the decree of ac- 
cufation, and eighty-two againft it: twenty-two excufed themfelves. Marat was accord- 
ingly committed to the abbey prifonl v * * 
Prom this 'decifion of the -convention; the : predominating influence of the Gironde 

-party in that body was. fuiEciently. apparent ; but it was not fo with the people; - and the 

jury before whom Marat was arraign^, were either afraid to condemn him, or were 
themfelves of his party; for on the twenty-fourth of April he was unariimoufly ac- 
quitted^ His . party y not content with the acquittal of their favourite, attended hifiiia a 
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body to refume his feat in the convention. A fcene of indecent 'triumph enfued', and the- 

hall of the legiflature was once more occupied by the mob of Paris. 

Bis opponents having proceeded to this extremity, it was not probable that Marat 
would defrft: from hoftilities ; and he was now unfortunately^ too well a (lured of. his own: 
ftrength to liflen eafily to moderate counfels. - 

The Gironde, .on the other hand, notwithstanding their fuperiority in" the convention^ 
could not fail' to difeover their tottering fituation- It was evident they had loft the con- 
fidence; of the people of Paris, and the only chance for fecuring their own authority was 

an appeal to the people of the more diliant departments-. With this view, on thethir;. 
teenth of May, on pretence of forwarding the new conftitutionv 'Gondorcet propofed 
That a new convention fhould be chofen.on the firft of November next enfuing, and that, 
it, fhould meet on the fifteenth of December.. The motion wa# vehemently oppofed by 
Thuriot and others,, who ftrongly infifted that the convention could not abandon its poffcr 
at fq important a crifis, without manifeft injury to . the republic; that fueh a. meafure; 
would perfuade the- people,, that the leading perfonsof that body had no ferious defign^ 
of giving them a conftitution and that fuch alarms would lead to. the mo ft dangerous 
uiteftine commotions.. The propofal of Gondorcet was on thefe reafons adjourned, 
. ; The.. means propofed. by Gondorcet would probably have proved inadequate to- the- end:;; 
and indeed npthing fhort of convening a legiflature to.. meet* no longer in Paris, but .ia- 
fohie other city, could, in this ftate of affairs preferve his party from deftru&ion.. On; 
the eighteenth of May, therefore, a fubftitute- deputy to. the., convention (one of thofe 
who ha-d been, elefted to fupply fuch feats as; fliould be vacated by abfence or by. death), 
haviug been infuked by fome women, in his way to- the convention, Guadet embraced 
the opportunity to infift that the convention was no* longer free in Paris and that a plot 
Jiad been formed for drfTolving; the convention, and placing the whole power of the ftate 
in the hands of the anarchifts. He concluded by propofmg as a decree — cc The- national 
convention breaks and diflbives all- the Gonftituted- authorities of Paris \ orders all the,fub~ 
pittites of deputies of the convention to unite at .Bourges, without:, however, exercifmg. 
any function till authorifed by a decree of the convention/" Barrere thought the. evil 
complained of did not require fo violent a remedy ; and; oh hismotion it was decreed,. 
" that a cd.mmiffion! of twelve members chofen from the- convention fhould examine all! 
the plans and refolutions formed by the commons .of Paris." 

In a debate which took place on. the twentieth of May, on.a propofal of the fihacier 
Clambonj, for " a.compulfory loan of a thoufand millions from rich egotifts (felfi(h per- 

jfons,) the indifferent, and all who may befuppofed interefted in the fuccefs^ of • the enemies 

. of France,," Marat embraced the occafion to arraign his adverfaries, and propofed 
that the. Rolandins,. the Girondins,. and Briflbtins,.> fhould be; fele&ed, as* the. chief 

Senders- . . . 

A mod tumultuous fcene enfued, Barbaroux, La Riviere, and others of the Gironde 
party, exclaimed againfl a. forced loan* as a tyrannical* and counter-revolutionary mea- 
fure. The galleries took a moft indecent part in the debate,; which was concluded. 
; by Vergniaud moving that an. additional g.uarcj fhould be demanded for the protection: 
<q£ the ^convention* On the fame day a declaration was publifhed by .the prefident Ifnard,, 
condemning in ftrong-terms the indecent fcene which had juft been : a&edj and charging; 

the anarchifts with "being the accomplices of the combined kings*- 
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• Oh the twenty- third' fome deputies from the fe&ibn of fraternify appeared* at the bar 

to offer proofs of the plots in their feclion againft liberty and the convention— They fai& 
it had been- agitated in a meeting- held on the preceding Sunday and Monday, at the 
mayor's houfe, to "'-make another tenth of Auguft bufmefs," which was to be followed 
by a maffacre like that of the third of September. The mayor y however,, had bppofed? . 
thefe proceedings, and. threatened to adjourn the aflembly. Several' deputations appeared 
on- the fame day from the* different: fie&ions engaging; to protect the convention } and on 
the following day the mayor of Paris, Pache, addreffed a letter to- the prefident confirm- 
ing the account of what had paifed in.the:fe6lion of fraternity, but adding, that the meri«* 
tion of maffacres had only proceeded from iome heated individuals.. - ' " - 

• The city* of Paris> in the mean time continued in a ftate of extreme agitation ; ' and 
on thfe twenty-feventh the- mayor wrote to the convention, that the contending parties 
were on the point of proceeding: to extremities*. Marat embraced the opportunity to- 

* throw the blame -on the commiffion of twelve, who he infilled had provoked the infur- 

re&ion of the people, and: demanded that the commiffion fhould be diffblved as the only 
mea'us-of' preventing' a. general infurre&ion;. ihe -fedion of la Cite at this inoment ap- 
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had.been. imprifoned by. their, authority* 



fucceeding day, and 



the appel- nominal r whether the commiffion 
preceding night, A fcene of unprecedented confufion enfued ; and. the:, prefident^,, 
Having in vain attempted toreflore order, refighed- his office.. A n'ew.prefidfent -was- theifc- 
ordered' to be chofen, and the Jaeobih(oT mountain) party having. fucceeded in placing; 
in the chair one of their own adherents, the diffolution of tha; commiffion was again de r 
* creed by a majorityof fortyrtwo. votes * r the members whoscompofed it =were. dsnounced-p. 

and the perfons^ imprifoned by their orders were liberated-. The fitting concluded by^a;. 
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r parties who^divided the national convention and the republic* By the advice of Barrere 
the members of the commiffion in the fame, fitting gave in their reflations. 
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ie&twenty : feventfc>_ as - well as a plan for the renovation of -the military force 
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Every attempt to reftbre order and tranquillity was, however^ in vain; The people had 
deceived a deep impreffion that the public fafety had been negle&ed by the Gironde party^ 
and fufpe&ed nothing but treachery and fraud. The conftituted authorities of Paris were 
invited to affemble, to deliberate on the means of faving the country ; it was then deter- 
mined that the barriers fhould be (hut* and the council general publiflied a proclama- 
tion exhorting the citizens to tranquillity. . ■ 

• At four o'clock, however, on the morning of the thirty-firft the tocfin was founded,, 
the generate was beaten, and the alarm gun was fired- The citizens repaired to their 
refpe&ive fe£tions r and a profound fentiment of terror pervaded the whole city* At 
feven o'clock the convention aflembled ; the mayor and the mlriifrer of the interior were 
cited to the bar. The former declared that he had given the rieceffary orders to pre- 
vent the alarm guns- being fired : and that He- had repaired, to the committee of public 
fafety to give an account of the ftate of Paris. He had afterwards repaired to the per- 
manent council general of the commune, who had proceeded to fufpend the members 
of the municipality; but who- were afterwards reftored to their functions* 

The provifional commune at this moment appeared at the bar; they announced that?, 
having been charged to dilcover a great confpiracy, they were come to fulfil their miffion ; 
they then were proceeding to ftate two refolutions they had formed, when Guadet rofe 
to oppofe this ufurpation of. powers, which he faid belonged to the convention alone* 
He propofed to annul all that had been done during the. night by the revolutionary 
committees, and to bring before the proper tribunals the council of .the commune, as 
well as thofe who founded the tocfin, beat the generale, and fhut up the. barriers. Th<* 
propofal of Guadet was * at firft decreed V but, being warmly oppofed by Thuwot and 
ia-croix, the decree was afterwards repealed- . . . { 

: « While this affair was in : agitation a deputation from the. revolutionary eornniittes apr 
geared- at- the bar, and demanded 



1. 



> The fuppreilion of the commiffion of twelve. 1 
\ 2. A revolutionary- army -of fans-cultottes. ' 

- 3. A decree of accufation agairift twenty-two deputies and , the .members of the above 

<named comtniflion. • • 

: 4. A diminution of the price of bread. 

\ 5. The difpatch of commiffioners to the fo.uthern provinces, there t& put a flop tp 
the counter-revolution. And, 

t 6. The arreft of Claviere the mirjfter of .finance, and Le .Bnm the miriifter of foreign 

-affairs:. - ' ' - 

- THe department of Paris next appeared, and demanded a decree of .accufation againfl: 
Ifnard, Briffot, Guadet, Vergniaud, Genfonne, .Barbaroux, Roland, Glaviere, Lebrpn, 
KLefage^ &c. . . .. 

^ - The -mayor of Paris was afterwards called to the bar, and declared, that the caufe 
of the difturbanoes was the ; conduct of the commiffion of twelve y .and that- the con- 
-ftikted authorides^ :f^ from- rifing agaitift the convention, were endeavouring to. quiet 
^the pe.ople;.- ' ; • - • - . - 

~> T^erindr-iiing fitting, of the firft of ([line pafied without any thing extraordinary being 
, 5trariiacted,* • except -that- -an *d&e&iitoln ; the> convention to .the people propofed . $9&&P 
$?as adopted through the influence of the mountain party, in preference to one offered by 
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Lafource. This clrcumft-ance may be confidered as. the firft mark of the former deputy 

•having relinquifhed the party of the Gironde. 
• At /fix- o'clock in the evening the tocfm 'was again founded, andthe generale beaten. 

The pretended caufe of the difturbance was the neglect of the contention to determine 
-on the .petition of the department of Paris jon the preceding day ^ and as.foon as the com 
mention met, a deputation from that department prefehted themftk^s rat the bar, and 
demanded immediate vattention to the fubjeft of their petition, and that f Ducos, Fonfrede, 
and Duffaalx. ^fliould be added to the lift of denounced members. * The fitting concluded 
with a decree; paflfed on 'the motion of Barrere — cc That .the (committee of public fafety 
fhould prefent within three days the means which (hould appear beft. calculated to def- 

troy the external and internal <enemies of the republic ; : and the fame committee-ihould 
immediately : make a report refpe&ing the| deputies under accufarion;". 
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On the next day> the fecond of June, 'the fuburbs of Str; Antoine and St, Marceaa 
were again in amotion. An immenfe crpwd furrounded the hall'^f the. convention and 
were violent in their demand 'that a decree of accufatibn -fliould he paffedy:feverat members 
jentered and complained that they had been/ infultted by the mob, and that their delibera- 
tions were no longer free. A deputation |was the^ Jent . out to ad drefs, the -people*; 4>u,t 

they were fcarcely able to obtain a hearing/ and were only anfwered.byindiftintt clamours 
ibr a decree of accufation. After the -return of the deputation a .turtiultuous ' debate 
.took place v The acclamation that " the convention was no longer free: inits delibera- 
tions" refqunded through the hail. Barrere,. in the name oftfhe committee.. of; publb: 
iafkt y , prqpofed that the accufed deputies fliould refign their feats;, and that there Should 
;be an entire charge of miiiifters. With this.requifition foriie of .the. members complied, 
&ut others refufed to abdicate a charafier .with which they had 'bden jirivefted 'by the peo- 
ple. Lafource demanded that -the armed force ftiould withdraw, arid? Barrere propoXed 
to march in .a body put of the hall among ^the people. . Agreeably to this propofal the 
prefxdent led the way, and the whole ' contention proceeded without moleftatibn through 
.the mid ft .of the crowd, and after making the circuit of the ThiriHeries ^returned lathe 
Jiall." The populace however remained,- and before the convention rofe.a decree was 
gaffed ordering the following members, to be arretted, Genfonne, Yergniaud* :BtifTat, 

,Gaudet, Gorfas, Petipn, Salles, Carabon, Barbaroux, Buzot, BiroteaUi P^abaut* La- 
iburce, Lanjuinais, Grangeneuve, Lefage,„ Louvet, Valaze, Doiilcet, Ducos,! Larithe- 
mas, Duflaulx, all the members of the commiffion tff twelve, Tonfrede arid St; Martin, 
excepted, and the miniftexs Glaviere.atid Le Brttn. On the requeft of Marat and others 
Ducos, Duflaulx, and Lanthenas were afterwards excepted* Such was the Important 
tranfafltion which the ^mountain parity (dignified with the appellation iof the revolution of 
<the thirty-firft of May. - . - 

The deputies ^ordered under arrfcft; pubiifhed an addrefs to the people of France* in 
which they prpfeflfed to develope the.xaufes of the sommptions. Their account differs 
irom. the preceding > and defer ves pa. the principles -<>f juftice a fair ^examination,* it is as 



•follows.: 
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" ^French men,— When the liberty office national ; representation is no morei iaftcl 
tfruthJs ftifled, the temple pif the ; law5 rouft :be ihut. Thus* utiabie lto execute tht , tmft 

itepafed un m 9 it : is mf~ fia4iS>enfflbte • :Suty ^t o ^ nftruft y oa^ We lhdll^ eritirelj confine 
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ourfelves to evident fads, and leave to- you the care of drawing the neceflary confequenees 
from them, 

44 A law had been 1 enabled j wKich ; prefcribed the formation of committees in the dif- 
ferent ft&ions of Paris, deftined- to watch over foreigners and fufpicious people. This- 
Jaw was eluded^ In (lead of thofe. committees* others were formed 'in the moft illegal, 
manner, contrary to the letter of the law asavell as its-intention. 

44 Thefe illegal revolutionary committees have created, a central committee, compofed 
of one member- from every committee of each fedion. This central committee, after 
fome clandefline deliberations, , has< fufpended the conftitiited authorities ; it has aflumed? 
the; titte of the revolutionary counciUof; therdepartment of. Faris^and* has-inveftfid itfelf^ 
with a;, dictatorial* poti'er ; or rather has-ufurped* it. 



convention 



trace, and* difcover the 1 plots* formed" again ft 



national reprefentation, and to caufe all perfcns- to be arretted who ftiouRFbe 'denounced, 
-as 'chiefs of confpiracies . - Surrounded by^an armed :force, thofef evolutionary committees- 
"demanded,^ on> the twenty- feventh of May, the fuppreflion of* this commiflibn-. Their* 
requeft was* dec-reed, but on the next day^ on a* vote by- names-, it was* deferred till 
.the committee fhould have made their report. — (They conftantly refufed to attend the 
-report.): A Gn the thirtieth thev revolutionary council- : intimated^ to the convention their* 
order; to fupprefs the extraordinary commiflion: AmidfF armed petitibnersi furround&d 
by cannon^ under continual" hi flings- -and hootings from the galleries, fome. members 

/decreed the fuppreflion of the commiffronv> Oh tlYe thirty-firlV the generate was again 
•beat j the tocfih- founded, and the alar m-gwv' fired. At thefeTigoals- all the citizens 

and were ordered to affemblfe around the convention,.- Some deputations 



arms 



convention 



The aflembly who before, had-unanimonfly- rej'e&ed this petition,, as-calumnious, . when in 
: the j month;, of April it* was brought forward by fome of the fe£lions, fupported by the 
mnnirinalitv'now^ referred it^ to thee committee of - public fa-fetv^ and enjoined the members 



their 
therrevolutionary 



Gti< the firft: of J 



1 Li - I * 



• national, halt; atmight they appeared at the* bar;, and demanded- a' decree of J aceufaridn 
,agaiiift the denounced; membersi The convention paffed to the order~of .the day,; and 

ordered. the petitioners to depofit- with, thee committee of public fafety the proofs of the 

* crimes imputed to the acenfed: deputies.'- ; : 
_ - , 44 . Since the thirtieth;o£ May, the barriers: Had 1 tfeen -fliut, the admihiffrators. of the 
poft fufpended, the journals flopped, , the mails- fearched, the letters broken open and; 
fealed* agiiihy either with a feal ? bearing'^ of the thirty^firft of 



May* 1793 -r or with another, inferibed^ — The committee oft public fafety. 

4C : -The committee: of public fafety were waiting for 'the neceflary proofs- to maite-ujeir 
report^ when on- Sunday, June the fecond,, the revolutionary council appeared" again at 
thp hvn, and demanded for* the laft-timei the detreeof ?: a'cctifation a-paihft the denounced 



'the bar;; and 
members -The affembly 



Thfe petitioners • now 



: gave a fignal to ihe fpeftators to teave the hall and run to arms* for- the purpofe of ob- 



taining; that by open: force 



About twelve at noon, the 
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generate was beat, the tocfin founded* The citizens- were forced "to take up arms, and 
obey the order* of a commander whom the revolutionary council had placed at their 
Kead; more than one hundred cannons furrounded the national hall-; grates to heat red 
hot balls were placed in* the Champsv Eiyfees. 

" The guard of the convention, as well as all true citizens, were confined ih different 
guard-houfes - 9 cannon were pointed towards all the avenues; the gates were fhut, and 
the fentries : ordered to ftop all the deputies who might attempt to pals them, and to fire 
on 4 every one who fhould peep acrofs the bars. Duffaulx, the venerable.. Duffaulx, was 
beaten in a- fnoft infamous manner ; — Boiffyd'Anglas had his fhirt torn; a great number 
of other deputies were infulted by the vile* fatellites of Marat. The battalions whiqh 

feveral days back fhould: have marched to La Vendee, arrived* on* a fudden and feized 
-upon the inner pofts of the hall. Aflignats and wine were diftributed among them. 
Thefe troops were deftined to affafTinate your reprefentatives, and would have done it* 
becaufe the national-guards were not. able to prevent this flaughter. The aflailants were* 

• provided with the beft arms> whilft the fe&ions complained of- the want of ; them* In 
fhort, the national'hali was turned into a prifon,, v/here the reprefentatives of the people 

were threatened, dilgraced, and - infulted. It *vas demanded, that the committee of 

public fafety, to calm, the rage of the feduced people who inverted the. hall r . fhould i 

make their report. " • < 

" Barrere mounted the tribune, and fpeaking in the name of the committee, prp-- 

pofedj that the : denounced- members againft whom no proof whatever jof the crimes 

imputed to them had been produced, fhould be invited to fufpend ihemfeives from their 

funftronsv Some of them fubmitted to^ this meafure.' A decree pafled,: that the com- 

- mander of the armed force fhould be ordered to the bar,- to account for his condud^. 
and inform the convention from; whom tie had received his orders ?— This decree was not 
executed* Two-' of the fa&ious invaders, infulted a- deputy ^ .and were , ordered to ,bV 
taken to the bar. Violence and open force oppofed aifo. the execution of the fecoiidi 

- decree. ■ Then it was requefted that the fitting fhould be ended,, and the temple of the: 
laws fhut. An end was* put to^the. fitting, the .prefident ■> walked out of the hall at the: 

' head of : the convention^ and ordered the-fen.tries to. withdraw.? 

- The* convention* reached .the middle of the court- without meeting/any refiflance^ 
but being arrived there, the commander ot the^armed force ordered them to return*- 

• The ptefident ttold hinv, that the' convention was not-to-be diftated to ; that it held its^ 
-authority independent of- any. other: tham-the French people, and thac- they alone had. at 

right to command it> The* commander, Kenriot^ drew his fword,. ranged his cavalry 
in order of battle,, andorderedthe cannoneers to point their cannon.. His- foldiers were 4 

• ready to-fire— the prefident turned back,, the members followed him, and. attempted eveigr 
outlet in order to- efcape, but every avenue was- clofed, or defended by cannon. — A£ 
length, the conventionv unable to retire^ refumed their fitting. What do we fay ?~They 
returned into their prifon^. arid fome members decreed, that Genfonne^Guadet^ Briffqt^ 
Gorfas, Petion, Vergniaud r Salles, Barbaroux, Chambon, Buzot> Biroteau, Lidqn„ 

' ^ Rabaut^ 1 Lafource, , Lanjuinak, Grangeneuve, Le Hardy,,. Le Sage,. Kervelegaii, Gar* 
dien, Boileau, Bertrand^ A^igee^Mollevaut,. Lariviere,« Gomaire,, and Bergoin; -fhould ; be- 
-put under arreft in their awn houfes. And why ?— We muft not. forget to mention, tha£ 

©a the prppofalof Marat,, Couthon.demanded^that Valaze. and; Louvet fhould be adte 
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to that number., and that fome members gave. their confent, tfre greater part did not 

take any fliare* in thefe humiliating deliberations. After the decree was figned, a depu- 
tation made its appearance to teftify its approbation of the decree, and tendered an equal 
number of citizens to ferve as hoftages for the arretted members. 

" Frenchmen ! who would be free and republicans, thefe are fa£b, which no one 

will dare to deny ; we reprefent them only to you in a mafs, and forbear to eater into 
defcails ftill more atrocious. The national representation, irnprifoaed, difgraced, delibera- 
ting under the poignards of an audacious fa&ion, is no more. Do not fufFer. any longer 
the ufurpatiort of your rights ; do not leave in fuch hands the lexercife of the foyereignty 
of m the nation ; refcue the liberty, the facred equality, the unity, and indivifibility of jjthe 
• Republic without them France is loft. Reject with horror all propofitioiis tending to 
- any kind of federalifin. Rally, unite, and be firm, you may ftill fave the public caufe. 
This public caufe refides in the whole of your country 3 it is not confined nor concen- 
trated within the walls of Paris. Your deputies may there perifli^ but they will 4ie 
worthy of themfelves ; too happy, if after their death* their country (hall be faved. 
When the moment of national revenge is come, then Erenchmen, do not forget that 
Paris is not guilty, that the citizens of Paris were ignorant of the plot, of which they 
Jiavebeen made the blind tools. No ! it is not upon Paris that the dreadful, and all power- 
ful hand of the nation ought to bear down ; but on that horde of robbers and criminals, 
ivKo-have made themfelves mafters of Paris, 'who are devouring Paris and France, -who 

cannot exift without crimes, and have no other refuge left but in defpair, the offspring 
of vice. Farewell . ■■! . : : 

Before we enter further into thefe unhappy foenes, it will be important to throw .fome 
light upon the fpirit of party at this time. But thefe movements of denunciation 
were wrought by the machinations of Subordinate factions, in a greater degree than 

rjjoffibly has been hitherto completely devulged ; there lias however appeared fufficient 
-evidence 1 to prove that the commotions of the tenth: -of March were Svrdught by ? a 
cloib that met at the Corazza coffee-houfe; to this club belonged ChabqV Desfieujc, 
^Guzman, Collot, L'Huillier, and Varlet a youth of not twenty years , of. age, who 
had neverthelefs been concerned in every tumult that had dccured for the four * preceding 
'years; There was alfo among them one Proli, a natural Ion of prince Kaunitz, and an 
% ifitiniate of Robefpierre, who iiraded as a merchant* ... 

In- the breads of thofe who mingled in the contefts.of the two /fides of; the convention, 
glowed all the paffions that tend naturally- to kindle revolt.;; Almoft ail the nations 
\of : th* earth have fabricated temples to the deftinies, and in that 'temple represented 
' deities, .good and evil, contending among themfelves for. the right; of emitting thofe de- 
screes which are to regulate the fortunes of mankind. The allegory is ftriking and is fuf- 
ceplible^f application in all 'the tranPattions of civil life. Repeated evidence has beqn 
:given of the divifion of the convention into parties from its frrft in(lkutioa»j There were 
^ few in it w^ho poffeffed that Energy of neutrality, which is in great corivuifio.nS Jo rare, 
-becaufe 'the paffions cry : it down under the names of imbecility or treachery. , , Th.e conteft 
Vfte between all who fat on one fide and all who fat on. the other, : and refdn^bled .two 
ifliftinft affemblies producing dailyaecu&tions mi the prefence of the:re|mbUc.. * ; 
' J ", The right fide faid to theleft fide*: * tfhe lagiflators of ia great ^epiiblic; etfght to .be 



'animated with the moft fincete tefp&t and iove for humanity ;j and you,, lall .polluted is 
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you are, with* the blood fhed upofi thefecohd and third days of September, cannot be- fit* 

perfons to give laws to : France. The legiflators of an empire, deftined by the fertility 
of its territorial foil, the genius of the inhabitants, and the great fhate which it engrofles 
of the commerce of- the univerfe, deftined by thefe advantages, to attain to the mod 
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fundamental principles oi fociai order. Surely, then, the fun&ions of legiflators of 

France cannot be fulfilled by you, who preach anarchy, who protect pillage, who pro- 
mulgate principles by which proprietors are brought into terror, who excite thofe who have 
no poffeffions but vice and mifery, againft thofe who are eafy in the circumftances "of 
•their fortune, '. and not deftitute of virtues: The abufe of liberty has ever proved its 
ruin ; and you pufli the revolution to every disorderly excefs to which.it can be perverted. 
After long anarchy, tyranny always ftarts up ; and you are the men by whom anarchy is, 
in all quarters, fomented and maintained. Who is there fo blind as not to fee, that 

your lallies of patrotifm are* merely the difguife and the engines of all the evil propofes by 
which you are violently driving, to reduce the rifing republic into the moft abject- 
fervitude? Is the furious extravagance of your apparent patriotifm any pledge that you 
are incapable of perfidy? No man was ever more perfidious than Cromwell ; yet no 
man ever difplayed more of the furious extravagance of zeal. Of all animals, a tyger is, 
at once, the mod blood- thirfly and the moft cunning. You have put to death a king 
who was not of your own creation ; but, you have among you one of the Bourbons, 
who hopes, that you willexalt him upon the vacant throne ; it was in a dependence 
.upon the mutual faith of robbers to one another, that he gave his vote for the death of 
him who he regards as his own predeceffor. True republicans have no wealth, but you- 
fcatter gold and filver with boundlefs profufion, wherever there are corrupt minds to be 



bought, and venal hands to be armed, 

for flaughter ; and to maflacre the citizens of the republic, is to amird 



dagge 



itfelf. You inftigate againft us all the ruffian cut-throats in Paris, We invoke to our aid- 
:againft you, all the honed men in France/ 

The left fide again faid to the right: c So much oftentatious talk of your -virtues; 1 
•unavoidably excites us to fufpeft, that you have vices and guilty projects to hide under 
this aflumed difguife. Such pride of talents and illumination df mind, convinces us 
that you propofe to employ your talents for your own aggrandifement, not to promote 
the interests of general equality. In your hands liberty would foon be ftrangled. Whea* 
the thunders of national vengence ftruck a guilty monarch, you had not ceafed to pay 
your court,- and to offer your vows of allegiance to the criminal. While he allowed 
you to rule in v his name, by the miniftrafibn of fewants whom you had reccommencted 
to him; youthen thought him fuffieiently faithful to the nation. You did not- begin .to: 
look upon him as a traitor, till he fruftraced the views of your ambition, as well as be* 
-frayed the nation, -Your fecret wifhes never were to exalt France to the glorious deftiny 
of a great rrepublic, but to preferve it under the mock government of a king, whom you 
ifiight accufe and protect, by turns ; who ftiould be your prifoner, and you the mayors of 
fas palace. Upon your plan, the king would have - enjoyed a fhadowy royalty 



been 



your tyranny, and ufurped power.- You bafe meii, who think formal pricks and 

Vol. IY>. 3 Z 
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artifices to be all the fcierice of a Jlaiefman / know that' true republicans advance with 
intrepid rapidity along thofe broad paths which they open up for themfelves ; and that 
the crafty politicians are men who, like you, flowly infmuate themfelves through thpfa 
obliquities which they have marked out and waved for themfelves. .When the tyrant 
appeared before the national juftice, of which you and we were the organs, we pronoun- 
ced fentence of death upon him ; but, you, who wifhed to fave his life which you want- 



ed for 



ippeal to thepeoph 



whom 



you pretended to condemn. By this aft alone, (latefmen worthy of Borgia and his 
preceptor! you procured us to be abhorred as men of favage cruelty , you procured 
yourfelves to be adored, as eminently juft 5 and you have conjured up a civil war, ; to- 
rend France. in pieces, to divide it into foederal ftates, of which you hoped to be the fole 
legiflators, confute, ephori, archontes. You have fcarely at all deplored the effufion of 
republican blood, fhed in this war againft Europe, which the eager wifhes of the people 
indeed contributed to kindle, but which your motions ultimately ferved to. excite. But, 
the effufion of blood fhed in the prifons for the fafety, and by the vengeance of the : 



people, you would at all rates avenge 



ijlocrats. .Wh 



your continual cries againft us, as endeavouring to abolifh all property? What mean- 
they, — but you wifK to have at your command an army of proprietors, whom you may. 
employ againft us? an army which you would not pay, but receive pay from them I. 
What mean thofe eternal clamors that you deliberate with the daggers of aflaffir/s at- 
your breafts r that three hundred legiflators are three hundred murderers,, ever watch- 
ing for opportunities to butcher the other three hundred members of the legiflative body ? 
Pififtratus did more than raife a cry about aflaflins ; he wounded himfelf and his mules y> 
and on the morrow, Pififtratus was encompaffed with his guards, and the tyrant of his 
country. Statefmen, your wifhes are, at the beft, but for liberty without equality;, 
but, we, whom you call favages, becaufe we are as inflexible as the eternal principles of 
the rights of man, — we defire equality, for no other reafon, but becaufe, in our judg- 
ment, liberty can have no exiftence without it. Statefmen, you feek to eftablifh a 
republic for the peculiar benefit of the rich, amidft whofe riches, a republican conftitu* 
tion would quickly perifli : We, however, who are not ftatefmen, but plain men of 
nature, deftitute of art and fcience, but inftin&ively infpired with the fentiments and 
the energies of virtue, — we feek laws which may relieve the poor man from mifery, and 
difencumber the rich of their opulence ; which, diffufing general and equal plenty and 
comfort, may make, us all the happy citizens, and the zealous defenders of a republic 
which will remain while the world endures, and (hall ever command the wondering ap- 
probation of all mankind. Statefmen, it is by and for that multitude by you dreaded 
gr defpifed ; it is by and for the people who commenced and have carried on the revolu- 
tion ; yes, it is by and for them alone, that we defire to perfett it. t Beware ; the people 
may be, for a while, deceived by their oppreflbrs ; but, their paffions take arms with in- 
conceivable impetuofity in behalf of their mod. paffiopate friends.^ Beware of forcing us 
to. call the furious paffions of the people to the defence of their rights, and of our lives. 
You (hall, in that event, periffi ; and the Wood of private citizens, of all parties, muft 

flow, and mingle with the ftreamine blood of legiflators of both fides in the convention* 



4 
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If you- be not traitors and confpirators relinquifh your pride at the profpeft of thofe ills • 
with which your country is threatened/ 

This is rather a mitigated abftratt of their accufationSj, arid* thefe were not- confined to • 
the convention, but uttered in private converfation and aggravated by malicious enlarge- 
ment. A converration of the minifter of juftice Garat ? with two of the leading men of * 
the convention, and within the fpace of two days, Sailes of the Gironde, and Robefpierre . 
of the mountain, will illuftrate the paffions of party at this period, and the characters 
of the perfons themfelves. . « 

Garat was of opinion that both parties were defirous for the eftablifhment of the republic-- 
—at leafthehadno doubt of either at the time. It was before the tenth of March, and* 
by his own defire that Robefpierre gave Garat a meeting ; in corifenting he (hewed a degree-.- 
of infolehce, and gave him fcarcely time to fay he wiflied to fpeak to him about the quar- 
rels in the convention — ic All thofe deputies of the Gironde," faid Robefpierre, impatiently,: y 
< c Briffot, Louvet, Earbaroux, are, without exception, counter-revolutionifts, and con-- 
fpiratbrs." I could not help fmiling, at which he was exceedingly exafperated — -" This, 
has always been your way," faid he, " in the conftituent affembly you were inciiaid roc 
think the ariftocrats friendly to the revolution. 4 * — 1 never went quite fo far. At the- 
utmoft, 1 thought only, that fome of the nobles might not be ariftocrats.-. I thbught fo' 
of feveral among them ; and you yourfelf are ftill of the fame mind in refpecl to fome of ' 
them, I cannot help thinking ftill, that we might have gained even • foYne- of the arifto- - 
crats, if, of two different means which were in our power force or >reafon,» t we hadchofen„ 
oftener to employ reafon, which was folely upon our fide,', and force -more rarely, which 
was capable of being, likewife, fooner or later, on- the fide of the tyrants; Let me per : 
fuade you to forget thofe dangers which we have now furmounted, and which had nothing 
in common 'with thofe which now threaten- us.- The war was then between the'friends' 
and the enemies of liberty ! It is now between the divided friends of *■ the republic. — Had 
I an opportunity, I fhould tell Louvet, that he is abfurd in fuppofing you a royalift : ; but 
1 muft fay to you, that Louvet is no more a royalift than yourfelf. In your quarrels^ 

you refemble the Molonifts and the Janfenifts ; whofe whole difpute turned upon the -man- 
ner in which divine grace adts upon the .foul of man ; and who yet accufed one another 
of not believing in theexiftence of God, " If they be not royalifts, why were they fo. 
anxious to fave the life of a king ? I could wager that you likewife were inclined to th§ 
fide of mercy-, of clemency, as you call- it I fhould not be afraid to declare my opi- 
nion ; but it is not the matter now in queftion. 1 probably would.' not have refufed to inflict 
the puniftiment- of death upon a man charged with fuch enormous crimes. But my opi^ 
nion did not accord precifely with any opinion that had been publicly propofed in the cori-.. 
vention. As to clemency, it is the difpofition of mind moft natural to republicans and . 
conquerors: and a dead enemy may often do more harm than if he had been living.-^ 
" That is a* very refined notion/* That, to me, appears plain truth- " You, then, ; 
difapprove the lentence of condemnation to death, which you notified at the Temple;- 
and did my fpeech then feem horrible to you I might difapprove the fentence* though : 
I officially- notified it: but-, if I had thought itabfolutely unjuft, 1 would then have -given , 

in my refignation, and would not have gone to the Temple. It was your fpeech that 

rapidly brought the. fcale of : condemnation to preponderate in the balance of national^ 
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uftice. Barrere's fpeech finally fixed the preponderance upon the fame- fide. Would 



J 



you have me freely declare what 1 think of "your fpeech ? — cc Yes." — Of ail the fpeeches : 
delivered on that occafion, yours made incomparably the mod powerful impreflion upon 
my mind. Your fundamental idea is new, and unexpected, and abfolutely confounds * 
with aftonifhment the judgement of the hearer or reader : the ftyle is bold and elegant: 
it abounds jn.pafiages glowing with pafTion, and : in fl$ilful tfanfitions : - it is an effort of 
genius .; but* I cpnfefs, the logic : of it appears to me very, extraordinary, and entirely 
falfe- You prove fuccefsfully enough, that it would have been. lawful to put Capet to, 
death on the tenth of 'Auguft, either in the cattle, or in the box of the Logographe, in. 
the. national convention, in which he took refuge. : It would have been but the exercife. 
of the right of war. But the right which war gives of putting an enemy to death is 
confined in its operation to the time of battle. When the battle is over the right of 
jjaughter ceafes. None but Tartars think themfelves at liberty to butcher their prifoners 



blood 



devour the captives taken in war.. Your fpeech may be a model of eloquence ; but it-is 
. : neverthelefs a fpecimen of inconclusive logic,: to -your leading principles, there muft be 
other principles added, in .order to . prove, that the law, condemning Capet to the block, 
was a grand aft of national juftice, on the part of France ; and -to the whole world, a 
great and confpicuous -example, more lawful, more neceJTary, more ufeful, than the exam- 
.. pie of the trial and execution of Charles the Fir ft of England. — « And what matters 

"eath of the tyrant was . found ; to be juft and neceflary? 
, your appellants to the people, ftrove to favehim. They 
were willing to- leave to tyranny all the means jiecefiary to en t able it once more to exalt it* 
felf upon our necks. 

I know not, whether it was the intention of the appellants to the people, to fave Louis 
from luffering death. The appeal to the .people always appeared to me a meafure ralh 
and dangerous. But I can conceive, ho w thpfe who voted for at might be led to think, ber 



uppn wnat principle* the c 
ur-Girondines- vour Briflb 



39 



that Capet, aliye 



the 



ihocks and fluctuations of events, 



•gyes of; the whole -world, by affording them an opportunity to exercife in their own names, 

" r n% ' " ' " This is, certainly, tp afcribe excellent 



of 



hich you could not approve, and to men who form confpir 



.in every- quarter."— And where do they form confpiraeies ? — " Every where. In Paris, in 
^tjl prance, in ajl Eprppe. .Genfonii£ co.nfpires jn the fuburb of St. Antoine; going 



fhop, to iperfuade the mer.ch 



their 4hpp 



- • 



he Girou.de h&s long fince formed thedefign of 



defachiftg itfelf.-fromrFranft?,. jffimng England; its fading deputies are the authors 
x>f the # plan,: a$id h^ve £et^^ifl^ $t alleveijits, Genfonne 

pi^es np/fecret.pf t^is; but tells <?iiiy^,w tQ : him,. tha^t; here .they 

are not reprefentatives. of the nation * but plenipotentiaries of theGirpnde. Bpffot co 



v • , — , „ - 

syhieh is, th 



We 



England,; aM- ^n©.^ hjs reafo&s f9.r : gpir\g Either. , We are no,t jftrapgers tp ; his 

fiW&S&W mk th 9,t Snifter farfat&gp. vllfctL? %rm* who is. a m&rp'j 
S8& $ rcre^t&re jpf the h#u& ©j: . Tfee-feeft # friend Briffot is Clayi 

Claviete has carried conspiracy wherever he has himfelf turned his footfteps. 



Rabaut, 
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% aproteftant, a philofopher, and therefore a traitor, has not had art enough to hide from 

- us his correfpondence with that courtier and traitor, . Mori tefquiou. For thefe fix 
months, they have been concerting together, how to open Savoy and France to the inva- 
lion of the Piedmontefe. Servan has been named general, for no other end, but* to 
deliver up the keys of France to the Spaniards. Dumourier's threats are directed more 

; againft Paris than Holland. And when that quack-hero came hither, where it was my 
*wi(h to arreft him, it was not with the mountain he daily dined, but with the minifters 
• and the Girondines." Three or four times with me, for inftance. — " J am weary of 
; the revolution ; I am Jtck of it : never was country in greater danger than ours now is ; 
and I doubt whether we fhall be able to extricate it* Well' then! are you now difpofed 

w m ^ -No ; I am 

" no longer difpofed to laugh ; but I hardly refrain from fhedding thofe tears which are due 

to the misfortunes of our country, when I fee her legiflators preyed upon by fufpicions 
fo atrocious, and fo flenderly fupported by probability. I am fure, that there is no truth 
in thefe fufpicions of yours; but (till furer that thefe fufpicions are themfelves. a 
very real, and a very great danger* Almoft: all thefe men are at prefent your enemies ; 
but none of them, -fave Dumourier, is the enemy of the republic. And if all parties 
could lay afide. their reciprocal grudges, the republic would be no more in danger.: 
" Do not you propofe to me to repeat the motion of bilhop Lamouret V 9 — No- 5 I have 
« at leaft fufficiently profited by. the leflbns you have given me ; and three national \ " 
: blies have taken pains to inftruft me, that the bcjl patriots hate their enemies JIM more 
- than they love their country* But, I have a queftion to put to you.; and I entreat you 
1 to recolledt yourfelf before you make me an anfwer. Have you any doubts about any 
part of what you have faid to me ? "NoneatalL" 

' great aftonilhment, and even horror, at what I had heard/ 

Some days after this, going out from the executive council, Garat met Salles coming out 
: of the national convention. The circumftances of the time had continued to become more 
and more alarming. None who had any efteem for one another, could meet, with- 

• out being moved to enter into conversation concerning the critical fituatian of the -com- 
' monwealth. ' : • • * 



this 



What is this ! faid he to Salles, accofting him. 
* contrive, to pacify thefe angry contentions i 

to withdraw 
from public view. 



< Are there no means by which we may 
>, yes, I hope there are. 1 hope fhortiy 
F thofe men, and of their confpiraciss, 
lat you have always a blind confidence 
• and a foolifti refolution-to believe nothing. 99 You do me wrong. I reafon like others ; 



ones. Why 



gmary 



you in the year 1789,. when you aflured me that Necker robbed the treafury ; and-that 
-the mules had been feen loaded with gold and filver, by which he fent millions to Geneva ? 



M 



it Necker hks left here more millions of his own than he has carried of ours to Geneva 
" Necker was a paltry rafcaL'%— But that was nothing to the fcoundrels who now 
farm al>out us '; and it is of them I would fpeak to you, were you willing to hear me« 

Moft willingly fliall I hear you; 5 9 and-, to be more fecure from interruption, they went; in|^ 



4 A 



t 
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' the hall of the executive council, in which there was then no perfon^-" I {hall tell you all ; ,5r 
faid Salles, " for I know it alJ. I have dete&ed all their dark intrigues. All the plots, all the 
crimes of the mountain, began with the .revolution. Orleans is the head of that knot of 

villains. He is the author of the infernal romance of the c dangerous connections/ which 
has planned all the crimes committed by them, during thefe laft five ysars. The traitor, 
Lafayette, was their accomplices and he ic was, who, by pretending- to difconcert the 
plot at its origin, fent D' Orleans into England, to arrange all with Pitt, the prince of 
Wales, and the court of St- James's. .Mirabeau was alfo a party in this plot. He took 
money from the king to conceal his connexions, with D' Orleans ; but he had ftill more 
money from D' Orleans to bribe him to his interefts. The grand affair for the party of 
D'Orleans, was, to bring the Jacobins to enter into their defigns. This they durft not 
dire&ly attempt : they firft addreffed themfelves to the Cordpliers. Among the Cordelier 
fociety, all was at once fold and devoted to them. Obferve, that the Cordeliers have 
always' been lefs numerous, and have always made. lefs noife than the Jacobins: Their 
defire is to make all the world their took ; but not to make all the world depofitaries of 
their fecrets. The Cordeliers have always been the, centre of confpiracy : It is there that 
Danton, the moft dangerous of all the confpirators, tutors and excites them to audacity 
and falfehood, while Marat fpirits them up to affaffination and maflacre. It is there they 
rehearfe the parts they are to a& among the Jacobins. The Jacobins, who feem as if 
they led all France, are themfelves notorio.ufly led by the Cordeliers. The. Cordelier$ 3 
who feem to be hidden in a corner of Paris, negociate with all Europe, and have envoys 
in: all the courts which have vowed the ruin of our liberty. The fad is certain> I am 
inpofleffion of indubitable proofs, of it. The Cordeliers, after overwhelming one throne 

in a deluge : of blood, are preparing to flied new torrents of it, in order to raife a new 
throne for the trophy of their flaughters* They know that the right fide, on which is 
all the virtue of the convention, is alfo the fide on which are all the true republicans* 
• If they accufe us of royalifm, it is for no other reafon, but becaufe they want a pretext 
to. let loofe upon us the fury of the multitude, but becaufe they can eafier find daggers 
than arguments, to oppofe us. In one fingle confpiracy there are three or four others. 

When the right fide -{hall have been entirely deftroyed, then comes the duke of York to 

' take poffeflion of the throne and D'Orleans, who has promifed him the throne of 
France, will then afTaffinate him. D'Orleans himfelf will be affalfinated by Marat,, 
Danton, and Robefpierre, who have made hima promife of the throne. The'triumvirs 
will then fhare among them, all fmoaking, bleeding, France. At laft, Danton, the 
ableft of .the three, will afTaffinate the other two, • and reign alone; firft under the title of 
dictator, afterwards, openly under that of king. This, you may befure, is their plan* 
Byfagacious reflection I have found it out: every thing concurs to prove it evidently. 
See you not how all the circumftances conned and hang together ? There is not an event 
In the revolution, but is a part and proof of thefe horrible plots.- Youare aftonifhed, I 
fee ; can you pofiibly be incredulous ?" — I am, indeed, aftonifhed ; but, pray, are there 
many aniong us, many on your fide of the houfe, who. think with you upon this head I — 
<c All, "or aim oft all, are of the fame mind. Condorcet once fuggefted fome objections. 
Sieyes lias very little communication with us. Rabaut has a different plan, which, in 
many particulars, nearly agrees with mine, in others widely different from it. Bat none 

of them is at all more doubtful than I, of the truth of what I have toklyou. They all 
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• feel the neceffity ofa&ing with promptitude, in order to prevent a multitude of crimes 
and misfortunes, in order that we may not lofe the benefits of a- revolution that has coft 
us fo dear. On the right fide there are members who have not fuflicient confidence in 

'you. But I, who have been your colleague, who know' you tobeanhoneft man, and 
; a friend to liberty, affure them, that you are of us, and are willing to employ in our 
favour all thofe means of ferving us which your office has put into your hands. Can you 
be in the fmalleft uncertainty refpe&ing the truth of what I have told you concerning 

• thofe rafcais V s — I fhould be altogether unw6rthy of the efteem you exprefs for me, if, I 
could leave you fo think that I fully believe the truth of that plan which you fuppofe- 
.your enemies to have concerted againft you. The more fa&s, perfons, and circum- 

. fiances, you introduce into your accounts of this plan,, fo much the more probable, does-. 

it ftill appear to you, (till the more improbable to me. Mqft of thofe fa&s, out of which 
you make up this imagined plot of confpiracy, have had an obvious intent, which there* 
is no occafion to afcribe fi&itioufly to them: you, however, attribute "to them a purpofe* 
which does not belong to them. Yet,, to induce us to rejeft a natural explanation for the 

» fake of one more far-fetched, proofs are requifite, both in oppofition to the former^ and. 

.for the fupport of the latter. For inftance, all the world believe, that Lafayette and: 

•D'Or leans- were enemies to each other : and that it was in order to deliver Paris* France,. 

rand the national affembly, that D' Orleans was perfuaded or compelled by Lafayette to 

, retire for fome time out of France. You muft (hew, not only by affertion, but by proofs, . 

aft. That they were not enemies; 2dly. That they were accomplices: 3dly-.. That: 
D' Orleans's retreat to England was intended for the purpofe of carrying their plots, intb> 

•execution. I know that, infifting upon .fuch ftrength and clearnefs of proof; may have: 

'a tendency to fuffer crimes and misfortunes to come too near, before means are u fed for* 

preventing and providing againft them. But, 1 know alfo that, when we give way to alt 
the fuggeitions of imagination, we are unavoidably betrayed into the folly of theory, iru 
rrefpeft to both prefent and ; future events ; we lofe the fit means for difcerning, through, 
'prefent events, and juftly appreciating them. We dream of a- thbufand crimes and 
-intrigues which no body meditates, and we become blind to thefe ills which actually 
.menace us. I doubt not but we have many viiliahs among us.. When every paffioni 
isletloofe, and when foreign gold is lavilhly offered to corrupt this muft unavoidably- 
•.happen. But, truft mei their pfoje&s, although atrocioufly wicked, are neither h enlarged,, 
fo grand, fo comprehenfive, fo Ikilfully conceived, nor built upon relation? fo remote, as 
ryou feem to apprehend. They are more robbers and affaflins than deep.confpirators, The 
true confpirators againft the republic are the kings of Europe, with all their regiments. To . 
prevent our paffions from accomplifliing . our overthrow, there is one means, andlbut 
one. Without delay, frame and eftablifh a form of government, which may have due 
energy, and may deferve the confidence of the nation.^ In that ftate into which, by your quar- 
rels, the government has fallen, a democracy even of five and twenty millions of angels 
; would foon become a prey to all the fury and difcords infpired by pride. As Jean Jacques 
<fays; we have need of five and twenty millions of gods ; but nobody has ever imagined the . 

• exiftence of fo many. My dear Salles, men and great- affemblies are not fo conftituted,"as if 
n there were on the one hand, none but gods ; on the other, none but devils. Wherever: 

mankind are divided by jarring interefts and opinions \ even the good are not free from the 

influence of bad paflions y and even the bad, if their hearts and purpofes be fairly examined, 
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.are not infufceptible of honeft and good impreffions. To find within my own breaft, a clear 

-and irrefragable proof of at lead one half of this truth ; I am confcious of meaning as 
well as any one among you; yet when inftead of refuting my opinions with, gentlenefs 
and found argument, they are repelled with fufpicion and abufe^ I am ready to break off 
.farther reafoning, and to look whether my piftols be charged. A. brave man will not afk 
a furlough, or give in his resignation on the evening before a battle. The battle, I can 

forefee, is not far diftant.' 

From paffions fo extravagant and malign, effects the moft terrible were to be appre- 
hended, and the fate of the profcribed deputies could not be doubted, confidering the 
.diftra&ed ftate of the public mind* TheconduQ; of the triumphant party in the midflof 
Ahefeconvulfions was governed (till with a view to the temper of the people; after the com- 
.motions of the early part of June had fubfided, on the twenty-third of that month they 
,iflued a declaration of the rights of man; as a preface to the new form of govern- 
ment, which is contained in thirty-five articles. It ftates, that the end of fociety is 
the. general happinefs ; the rights of man are equal liberty, fafety, and the prote&ion 
of property — a free people know no other motive of preference in their election to 
offices than virtue and talents — the law is the prote&ion of liberty, and juftice its 
rule — All perfpns have a right to affemble peaceably for public worfliip, without any 
^prohibition from particular feds.— The law does not acknowiege fervitude or flavery j 
the contract between mafter and fervant is only an engagement of attention and gratitude, 
.between the man who labours and the man who employs him. Every one has a right to 
.difpofe of his property, revenues, labour, and induftry, according to his pleafure. 
. Society is obliged to provide for the fubfiftence of the unfortunate, either by procuring 
.them work, or maintaining thofewho are unable to labour. The concluding article 
flates, that when the government violates the rights of the people, infurre&ion becomes 

the duty of the people. 

A few days after the publication of this declaration, the aflembly announced the 
completion of the new conftitution. of France, which had been difcuffed article by 
-article, and paffed as the conftitutional aft, within the fpace of a fortnight. It is intro- 
duced by the following fentence — u The French republic honors loyalty, courage, age, 
.filial piety, and misfortune. It puts the depofit of its conftitution under the guard 
of all the virtues." It confifts of one hundred and twenty-four articles, arranged under 
.general heads, 

Notwithftanding the promptitude of the convention in fatisfying the wifhes of the 
.people, with refpeQ: to a conftitution; ftill the revolution of the thirty-firft of May, 
appeared only to add to the diftra&ions which at this fatal period aftli&ed France, and 
.threatened to proftrate the genius of the country at the feet of its enemies- Immediately 
.on the decree being paffed againft the members of the Gironde, the conteft between the 
, two parties extended itfelf throughout the departments. ■ • ■ 

. On* the feventeenth of June the minifter of juftice made a report to the convention of 
the fteps taken to fecure the denounced deputies, from which it appeared, that Lanjuinais, 
Vergniaud, Genfoni*e, Lehardy, Guadet, Petion, BoiLeau, . Biroteau, Valaze, Gora- 
maire^ Bertrand/Gardien^ Kervelegan, and Mtiilevaut, were arretted at their own houfes, 

* See^the conftitutioniatlarge^ AppcixdixjNo»;II< * : 
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That Bergoing, and Barbaroux had eicaped after arreft. ThatLidon, Lafource, Rabaut, 



— : / j j # 

were either fled orriot to.be found. 



Vig 



Briflbt and fome others had fled precipitately to the departments, and fpread the 
alarm againft their opponents. 



fuccefsful in ex 



popular attention as their' virtues and republican principles had entitled them to expe£L 
Indeed, however much we may, and "mod fincerely is their fate to be deplored, a fenti- 

nient pervaded France which was fuperior to any perfonal confiderations, it was an attach- 
ment to the country agaiflft foreign force and confpiracy, and a jealoufy which forbade 



_ y 4 k , thofe 

; du6led.the prominent meafures of the nation. 

Commiflioners from the triumphant party were foon difpatched into the 'departments, 
and the greater number of the fugitives were captured and tranfmitted to Paris; and fuch 
was the vigorous activity of the mountain deputies, that, congratulatory addreffes were pro-* 
cured even from the moft diftant parts of the country. 

The fouthern departments only remained attached to the fallen party. The city of 
Lyons in particular, which had from the firft dawn of the revolution manifefted a zeal 
for monarchy and ariftocracy, and which had on the execution of the king nearly declared 
for revolt, embraced this new convulfion as a moment favourable to declare its wifhes and 



pi 



May was therefore 



re vol t 



efcape took refuge in Lyons, 

e Gironde part v. In 



f j 



at Lyons it was "refolved to march a confiderable force againft Paris, to outlaw the moun- 
tain party, and to intercept all provifions.deftined for the camp and the armies. The 
•cities of Marfeiiles and Toulon, followed the example of Lyons, and entered into a -league 
for diflblving the convention, which was from thence ftigmatifed with the epithet of fede- 
ralifm. The whole department of Gironde alfo, entered warmly into the difpute, and 
its members were confidered as the leaders of the excluded party j the department of 
Calvados was the retreat of the greater number of thefe fugitives. 

Gn the twelfth of July, the Marfeillois ilfued a manifefto to the French nation, m 
•which they declare the prefent fituation of Paris, is equivalent to a declaration of war 
afeainft the whole Tepublic ; they denounce Philip Egalite, as th 



«.»*v»v — —7 — J w £ £ " J 

wreft its authority from thofe who had ufurped it* 



eftabUfh 



more 



obedience to the convention, and were vehe- 



ment in their fpeeches 



y ___ Q r j and preparing for a vigorous defence. 

The conduit of Lyons and, the general fpirit of revolt in the fouth, proved to be the 
moft fatal circumftances, for the profcribed Darty that could have befallen them j for as 
the royalifm of the Lyonnoiis was uraverfally known, and the fanaticifm of religion 



Was 



rtments 



r „ r r , ; Gironde were actually in a confpiracy with the 

3dngs and- emigrant's; The emigrants, had improved the difturbance to the advancejaea| 



Vol IV, 



V 
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of their defigns,, and they did not hefitate to. declare that a , cor refpondence fubfifted 
between the Girondifts and the leaders of the emigrants. , 

On the eighth of July the committee of public fafety produced its report concerning, 
the imprifoned members of the convention. It charged Briflbt, Petion, and fome- others, 
with corifpiring to place the fon of Lewis on the throne ; Carra was charged with pro- 
pofing in the Jacobin club, to place the Englifh duke of York on the throne ; Petion 
•was alfo charged with figning the order for firing on the people on the tenth of Auguft ; 
and Manuel of propofing the filly honors ufual to kings, to be conferred on the president 
of the convention ; Roland was charged in general- terms with perfecuting the repub- 
titans ; and they endeavoured in like manner to throw the blame of themafiacres of the 
feeond of September on fome of the accufed.. 

It was urged that the Pruflian general Kalkreuth at the period of the evacuation of 
Champagne, had made propofals to general Kellerman for a * peace, that they had been . 



transmitted to the dipl 



body had . 



buried the letters of' Kellerman in oblivion* Their connection mth Dumourier was 



reiterated, and even the propofitionof Buzpt for banifhing jthe Bourbons was declared 
to be only a contrivance to place the Orleans family out of danger. 

Valadi was charged with putting up a bill exhorting the citizens to expel the popular 
clubs. And the whole were accufed of exciting t rebellion and . federalifm at Bordeaux, 
Marseilles, Lyons, the North, and in Corfica ; wiih eftablifhing a. new fpecies of tyranny 
utfdet ihe commiflion of twelve, who had imprifoned Hebert a man inverted with magif- 
terial a-uthotity/ On thefe charges all the fugitives were declared traitors, and , the fame 
accufations were laid againft thofe in cuffody- 



•moft deadly fpells. Party had arrived at 



flu-fence, o'f 



long 



The 



fufceptible minds of the fair fex have ever been peculiarly obnoxious to the influence : 
of enthufiafm. A ftrong example of this> 'was; exhibited at this period by a beautiful 
yburig woman, of the department of Calv^dos^ of the, name of Charlotte. Corde. She 
ha3 : been : in -the habits of confidence and friendftiip with. many of the fugitive. deputies,,; 
and her. fpirit was animated with the moft fublime devotidn to the principle^ of liberty 
aid tier country The factions which prevailed in the convention had excited her ab- ? 



hoxrence, and flie 



Marat 



Among all thofe who : 



fanftuiriary j5rofcriptiori&,;his horrid denunciations and max jms, had.difturbedher reppfe, 
ancf xrpoh the .flight of the '^irohde. deputies She formed. the.refolve to facrifice him, 
to "the injured genuis of her country. Jn the beginning ,of. July ihe proceeded to Paris, 
from CaeiiV \Vith letters of recommendation from Barbaroux- to.Duperret, Fauchet, and. 



others. 



Marat-—" Your civ if m 



you 



communicate to you, and therefore beg vou will hear qie at your houfe.V 



anfwer 



■ * 



«* Have you received my le'&r. ? If you/hay^ I reft on your, poHtenefs. It is enough ? 
" that I am . unfortunate; to claim your .attention.." • On the , evening of. the. thirteenth : 

ihe waited oft hihi, an£ being admitted., entered into a cohverfation co 



I 

I 




v- 



■V ■ | . • 
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fpiracy which exifted at Caen arid* the taetobers- ' irf conrpiVacyV' ' BarbirousT ah<F ottim 

:cL and' would one dav- lofe theii 



Marat anfwered that the traitors woiild fobn be difoovetf 

he&ds on the fcafFold. He had fcarcely uttered thefe words,' when fired; with v. _ 
file drew a dagger and transfixed it in his hektt 3 ! — She 'walked! out of the r houfe with ■ 




the moft perfett compofure, and wis fcbri ' ' afreiy afrefted ; when, bronght before a 
magiftrate, ihe looked on them with a fmile : of itiBig^ mockery*. 

and declared that (he gloried in relfeafi^ fixed 
lifer mind upon his death as lieceflaf f to 1 its ! Mv^Xioft} thitf there- were .otters 'who' Ihould 
aifo perifh had flie the power, bur as- fhe : knew that fhe could facrifice but one, ihe was 
determined to begin with the moft ^ exed-able of thein all'. In her pockets were found a 
fmall furti of mtmev: a letter addreffed to ; Marat.' _ baffDort from' Gae'n * her. baDtifmal 



J 



■Da'perret arid' Fauchet to whom'flie 



and ac 



__L ^^^r f *W 9 4k + 

acknowledged the deed.' She even fp6ke;at lafge in juftificatira as necefiary 

to the honour arid • happinefs of her ; country, ; and glorious to herfelf { ,that it was . due to. 
juftice to rid the world of a fanguiiiary morifrer^ whbie dodtrines were framed, ior indif-' 

already cdntiemried* by the* public opinion.. She 

* 3 I A _ 1 i. I «___* f • / . -t * * 4 rv 4* « 11 • 



the pedpV ; with that energy whicfy fiad 



hi.h 



declaring that 
Dired ner. with 



flie^ was ani- 
fortitude and; 



would not defer t hen ... ..... P .-- • : ~ • :. . , . . 

? Her 'deport riierif * during the^triaFwa^mbdeft arid 1 dignified. . ' Th ere ' was 'fo : engaging-* a*. 

fQftnefo in her countenance^ that ; it" was difficult to \concfeiye how fhe could have armed 0 
herfelf with fufficient intrepidity to ^xecutelhe facrifice fhe had refoIyed^upOnj.or; fuftain> 
herfelf 1 with r fo/niach colleSidn bri the verge of death, ■,«•."< . : « >• i ! ; • 1 

She 1 fometi rftes furpf ifced .* the audi^^eSvith her wit J and excif ed "their admiration withr 
herr;eloquence. { < Her ^unterianfc^^meti^ and was conftantijr, 

ca^ebdJwitfcfntifesi Her ^rifwe^to' wer ' 1 



thff'trIaFfh"< 
g| thaPthey 



jtters from her bbfom, and prefenteck 
Warded to 'the 1 perrons' to whom they. , 
were addrefled. Two were written to Barbaroux, in which with great eafe and vivacity,, 

flieTeiated °h6r /ad veht tires,- ; fro m^hef to thelnornihg of her trial*. 

The other; was an '< alFeftiohaife ahdf61dmii : adieu' 'to her ' father and /mother,, w^ 



pas Pechaffc 



mik 

jury r were deliberating 



eft fa crane qui fc 



return th 



was' a- majeftic folemnity im her .demeanour, deeply impreflive and interefting. She^ 

heard the fentence : with attention and compofure, J and" 1 after converting with her counfel 1 . 

t : , .1 ' ti_.--j._L. .r- _: ___-____.__.. 1 _.:__- _ ._. :i_:_li Qn ^hbm 'ffie conferred the requefl 



apoth 



few fmall. debts incurred at ' torifbri 



feretdtyno prepare for the taft ^cen^: . ; ^ , . i . i ^; . j . . / • . 

Ir is idifficult id condeive ] much lefs tb^fefcrib^'the* kind, of ^ h 6r qif jp(i ' *^rh i ch ftie^ dilplayeA 

on^lie way to execution; ; The 1 croud 'that aflembled,; ufiialty To cfemorous^and prone 

t&timi0t*i l werfe^w^'tb'filentr, ^ by "hdr ^i^ai^ 'flowed 
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even from the eyes .of .the aged, . and thousands uncovered their heads • \vith reverence 
and admiration ; and even at the place, of . execution thq ; tokens of refpeft were conftant ; 
there- was fuch an air of chaftened exultation thrown oyer her whole vifage and . deport- 
ment, that (he infpired fenfatiohs of love, rather than fentimehts of pity. She>afcended the 



fcafFold 



gnity confift 



• — j 7 % — w O 

She had learned from the jailor the 



mode of punifhment, but was not inftru&edin the detail, and when the executioner at- 
tempted to tie her feet to the plank v fhe refilled from an apprehenfion that he meant 
to infult her; but upon his explaining himfelf fhe fubmitted with a fmile. When he 
took off her neck-kerchief, the moment before fhe bent under the fatal axe, ihe 
blufhed deeply, and her head which, was held up to the multitude the inftant after, 
exhibited that laft impreflibri of offended modefty^ . In her f perfon fhe< was well fhaped, * 
ihcilining to tallnefs, of the moft graceful manners, and modeft demeanor; there was 
in her countenance, which was engaging, and in. all her movements, a : 

of foftnefs aind dignity* ^ to.be infpired with the moft ardent 

devotion to liberty and her. country, and the heroes of free nations werq. the frequent 



mixture 



of 



of her difcourfe and her admiration ; < fhe had introduced herfelf to the notice 



, 41. y ' # ' ' — ~ — 

acquainted with men' whofe talents and patriotifm* fhe admired, She'had never com* ■ 

municated her defign to any of them, which is, in itfelf evident from the pbjett which 1 

ihe had fele&ed 5 had their opinions been confulted,; Robefpierre. would: have been her • 
victim. , 



The mountain fafltion in the convention, was /truck with; co^flertiation by herheroifm 
a deputation was ordered to proceed to the lodgings of Marat, and David the paintei 
one of the deputies thiis reports this imffion> 
1 " I went with my colleagues into the fe&ion of the Theatre Frai^aife, in order to 



put into execution, the .decree iflued yefterday^ . B 



Marat 



with, 



in ftate. 1 , Only one half 
:t. f ;He is to bejnterred to 

gard 



Cordeliers, where he formerly entertained .and inftrq&ed them t by .his leflbns^and 
ample. 



« c I have read, 



e Ariftid 



and the great men of antiquity : . all T c^n dp is to admire them* [ but not to '.make .their : 1 
panegyric— I am e^a&ly thus fituated with regard to Mar^t : I have feen him—I ihave • 
known him- — I have conftantlv admired liim—Pofieritv wili be hi3. i1 



ts of David, and tl 

j • * * * 1 

Lpr6ffion;'that' Marjat 



^1 



his adversaries have heaped upon his memory every epithet : that; is, capably of . fexpreffing 
turpitude ! and exdthig abhorrence ; they" have' reprefented him as felfi^, corrupt, am- 
bitious,, cruel, treacherous, and ferocioqs j certain it i^, that the life of, Matfat exhibited 
drcumftarices that couiiteriahced air the praife of his* friends and the cettfure of his 

enemies j" and that in fisiflg the eftirhate of. ctiaraC^en his : sopda^on^;wi)ere they; appe$r^ 
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his talents where properly employed, cannot be allowed to extenuate either Iiis errors or' 

his cHtnes ; that as the former alone fhould have been the rule of his life, fo the greater' 
his; departure from and violation of the obligations of virtue, the more odious and lefs 
worthy of regard muft he appear--— In every variety his chara&er exhibits a phoenomenon, 
which can fcarcely come into comparifon with any other that has preceded it. By dull 
yet daring fyftems he had attacked the grandeft difcoveries of modern times, or of the" 
human mind, his theoretic boldnefs gained him attention,, and he endeavoured to accom* 
pjifh a revolution in the fciences ; he turned to hiftory, and his deadly eyes roving over 
ages fettled with complacency on the lives of four or fiveJlkiftrious mankillers, who changed" 
cities into defarts, in order to repeople them with monfters like themfelves — This was : 
ail he remembered of the annals of mankind, all he knew, all he in: his actions imitated y: 
by an inftinft refembling that of beads of prey, rather .than by any deep or accurate 
knowledge of man, he faw it was poflible to hurry a people to the extravagance of folly, 
and to render enormous vice necefiary to their extrication — he. faw that the period when - 
a nation burfts afunder the chains of fuperftition and defpotifm, was precifely the point 
of time to delude them, and his journal, his le&ures in the walks of the public gardens, - 
where he affe&ed to rivabSocrates and Plato, his harangues to* the Jacobins and Corde- 
liers, were all diretted to this end — Yet hear David the painter deplore his death, arid if you 
confider David as fincere, which can fcarcely be doubted, yoti muft believe that his private- 
life was in appearance directed to promote virtue by precept and by an examplary difintereft- 
cjdnefs — But view the man and compare his public aftions, fee him buftling with turbulent 
activity in the convention, his fmokey r blood-coloured vifage, his crocodile mouth, and 
gloting eyes, juft as if he had i fined from the den of the anthropophagi^ or from hell,: 
with quick, convulfive, broken, interrupted: pace, he feems to be: a condemned affafliri 
juft efcaped out of the hands of the .executioner, but whbfe breaft is ftill goaded by all 
the furies — one of thofe demonized beings, who- would annihilate the human race to: 

dcape their fight, • •■ - . : 

Befide him on the mountain fat men who could not have contrived deeds like his, , 
th'ey were 4 infehfibly embarked with him in the headlong ftream of events whofe .rapid 
courfe ftunned and confounded them* They beheld Marat with horror, and their" 
criminately confided in making him. who was capable of every defparate excefs, the. 
ipftrument to execute meafures that they would not accomplifh from prudential 
motives— they fet him in the midftpf them and wore him as the. petrifying Medufa's hea 
upon their breafts to the lije^htain they reforted as to a poft of military fervice 
and danger, — and they found themfelves aflbciated with fuch tygers and wolves as 
Marat and Robefpier re, to ft ay was to incur : odium, but to defert was in their minds 
to relinquifh liberty, to a fattipn confpiring for monarchy or oligarchy; they con- 



^ * •» J - 

ciples of liberty, and blindly 



attions 
d to 'obtain imaginary 

the Therfites of the <: 



unwjorthy, of 



isfentmenC; he was frequently fa ved from the punifliment which ufually follows per-, 
fprial infult by the contempt which his deformity, .his leprous * habit, and diminutive 
perfon excited ; he became the habitual retailer of falfehood, and calumny of every 

Jsind, m$ men : of feputatioJa would :not : Jdeign to give his libels confequence by a 
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perfonal chaftifement ; even thofe who employed him, difclaimed him as a fool, while 
the general fentiment that he at length excited was that fort of antipathy which is 
felt at the fight of a loathfome reptile. Unfortunately there are other nations curfed with 
wretches as unprincipled and deteftable. We have it on the authority of Necker,* 
that Robefpierre dexftroufly employed Marat to exafperate the Girondifts before the 
thirty-firft of May, and engage them in meafures which would render them unpopular ; 
he liked the extravagancies of Marat, becaufe, in keeping a little below them, his own 
crimes would efcape much of their odium. Notwithftanding the unhappy influence 
which he obtained, and which he never could have attained in any other poffible 
circumftances, Marat was inconftant and inconfiftent in his politics as in his moral pro- 
feffions and pra&ice j for he fometimes exhorted to the choice of a fingle chief of the 
nation, he oppofed the banifhment and imprifonment of Orleans, and fometimes de- 
claimed in favour of a limited monarchy ; yet he was at another feafon no lefs clamorous 
againft monarchy fimple or limited, and at length became filent on the fate of Orleans. 

- In a word his talents confifted rather of attivity than genius- of quicknefs rather than 
profundity — his morals were a cloak under which he concealed a foul favageand inexora- 
ble — and as altogether it is impoflible to difcern in him one paflion compatible with pro- 
bity, it is more reafonable to confider him as a&ing under the influence of corruption 
than of motives inconfiftent with liberty which he profefled to encourage- 

- Robefpierre, who anticipated danger in the fate of Marat, and deemed every meafure 
good that favoured his purpofes, feized upon his death as a circumftance peculiarly ufeful to 
his defigns — he had him proclaimed as a martyr ; but that was only a prelufory aft to his 
major projeft — it was alfo declared to be the point of convi&ion of the federalifm of the 
departments, and that all together were the refult of a plot concentred in the accufed 
deputies, and ilfuing at all points from them. On the fifteenth of July, Billaud Varennes. 
fpecified this charge in a long report to the convention, wherein the Girondifts were 
accufed of a correfpondence with the emigrants, and caufing the revolt of Calvados* 

Ifere, Finifterre, Lyons, and Eure. 

The royalifts actually improving upon the diftra&ions of fa&ion, had aflembled in 
immenfe bodies, and one of which had proceeded on its way to Paris as far as Tours ; 
the Marfeillois eager only for the fecurity of the republic, reached Avignon on the 
fame route ; and the combined armies determined to ftrike in this period of confirmation, 
for this purpofe Mentz, was aflaulted with vigour by the Pruflians, and finally captured j 
Alface was once more overrun by the Auftrians, Valenciennes was vigoroufly befieged, 
and taken ; Courtray was fummoned to furrender ; the Piedmontefe made an irruption 
into- Mont-Blanc'; the Spaniards inverted Perpignan ; and the Engliih fleet appeared be- 
fore Toulon, and opened a treacherous communication which put that place for a while 
into their hands; to thefe feveral tranfa&ions we fliall pay particular regard ; it may 
be important, while faction was thus rending the vitals of France, to enquire into the 
number of powers with which (he was actually engaged in hoftility abroad, which will 
exhibit a combination, that for extent of dominions, wealth,, and power, is without 
example in the annals of mankind.— i. The emperor, as king of Hnngary and Bohemia, 
3. The archduke of Auftria, Brabant, &c. 3.. The German empire colleftively, 4- ?be ; 

king of £f uffia* The king of ^pain, 6. The king of Great Britain, 7. The king of 

# Necker's French revolution, Vol. II. p. 45. 
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Sardinia, 8. The emprefs of Ruffia, 9. The duke of Brunfwick Lunenberg, to. The 
duke of Deux-Ponts, 1 1 . The prince bifhpp of Liege, 1 2. The Landgrave of Hefle Caffd, 
ig, 14, 1.5, and 16, The elettors of Mentz, Treves, Brandenburg, and Hanover, 17. 
The States General of Holland, 18, 19, 20, The republics of Hamburg,' Lu bee, and 
Bremen ; befide Portugal, Tufcany and Sicily in fecret hoftility, and their colonies in 
the Weft-Indies torn by diflention and ruin more dreadful in comparatively extent even 
than the mother country. 

The powers on the frontiers had converted the fieges of Conde, Valenciennes, and 
Mentz, into a blockade. The former had been inverted early in the month of Aprils ? 
and the works completed on the twenty-feventh of that mbnth. But the place not being 
provided with a fufficient quantity of provifions and forage to fuftain a long fiege, general 
Chancel, who commanded there ordered the women and children to quit the place, bat 
the prince of Wirtemberg compelled them by force to take refuge iri the fortrefs again. 
In a few days after they were fent out a fecond time, but the Auftrian foldiers were fet: 
loofe upon them, and after maffacring a great number of thefe defencelefs creatures, even: 
in the aft of fupplicating . mercy, the governor moved by humanity once more received 
fhem. From this period the garrilbn appears to have fubfifted under circumftances of 
extreme diftrefs, .having been compelled to live principally on horfe^flefh. About the 
end of June the befieged. attempted to eftablifti. a redoubt upon . the road to Lacoque^ 
in order to diflodge the Auftrians from that place. After an obftinate refiftance, they 
were. forced back into the town, and the work was demolifhed. From this to thefirft 
of July, nothing of importance occurred. On that day a negotiation was opened for a 
capitulation; but the governor conceived it necefTary to difpatch a meffenger td.the con- 
vention, and another to generad Cuftine, who at this time had afiumed the command of 
the northern army ; but the terms not proving acceptable, the negotiation was broken 
off. On the tenth of July the garrifon, after enduring all the rigours of famine, were 
obliged to furrender as prifoners of war. They had originally amounted tofour thou-j 
fond men', but at the time of the capture were redueed to fifteen hundred, fit for' 
fervice. 

The vittory of Famars enabled the allied forces to in veil clofely the town -of Valen- 
ciennes. On the firft of June general Cuftine arrived to take the command of the 
armies of the North and the Ardennes, then encamped at Bouchain; but he found 
himfelf unable to render any effeftual relief to Valenciennes. Above fourteen thoufand 
men of the befieging.army were emploved for the greater part of the fiege in ere&ing 
works and repairing the batteries. During the beginning of June a very brifk fire was 
kept up from the fortrefs ; and on the fifth the French attacked the advanced ports, but 

were repulfed." . . 

In the courfei of the fiege a difference of opinion exifted between colonel. Moncrieffe* 
the Englifli engineer, and Ferraris the chief engineer of the emperor. The former was 
for planting batteries immediately under the walls of the city, inftead of making regular; 
approaches by parallels; the latter contended that the work of the great Vauban was not 
to 'be treated with fo little relpeft, and his opinion, was adopted in the council of war. 
On the morning of the fourteenth of June the trenches were opened, and the Englifh ' 

commander fummonfed the garrifon, but receiving an unfatisfkttory anfwer 3 .the -town 
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was cannonaded with great fury? and- in the cpurfe of rthe night above five hundred 
Ted-hot balls were thrown; in 1 upon it. : * 

Towards the beginning of , July two hundred pieces of heavy artillery played without 
intermiffion on the town^ and the greater part of it was reduced to afhes. The number 
of troops, in garrifon was too fmall to man. the .batteries which were extenfive, and 
IWrand who gallantly' fuftained the command was from the fame caufe prevented from 
attempting frequent Tallies 'on the befiegers. One atttempt was made however on the 
fifth of July, with great fuccefs,. feveral of the befiegers were killed a^id the cannon -on 
their works, fpiked^ 

This fiege was peculiarly remarkable from the manner in which it was carried on and 
refilled, being moftly under ground; mines and countermines innumerable having been 
formed by both parties. The principal mines of the befiegers were' one under the glacis* 
and "another under the hornwqrk.of the fortrefs ; both of thefe were completed . and 
charged on the twenty -fifth of July, and in the night, . between nine and ten o'clock^ 
'were fprung with the greateft effeft, and the befiegers immediately feized upon the oc- 
cafiort to make themfelves mafters of the covered way. On the twenty-fixth the,duk|e 
of York again fummoned the place, which after fome difficulties on the terms', furren- 
dered the next day, being taken poffeflion of by the duke of York in the name of the? 
emperor of Germany. . , 

[ During this fiege, Cuftihe made fruitlefs efforts to relieve the place, but without any 
other 'efFtrtt than a few fkirmifhes between the outpofts of the armies., . " ;■ ■ 
On the ninth of June, an a&ion of a more ferious nature occurred in the. duchy of 
Luxembourg, between the French under Laage and the Auftrians under Schroeder, near 
Arlons, in which the latter were defeated, and compelled to flight with great loft to- 
wards Luxembourg. The Auftrians in this aftion occupied an eminence ftrongly forti- 
fied with thirty pieces of cannon, arranged amphitheatjically, as at Gemappe, and 
defended by eight thoiifand men. Thefe were attacked in front and flank at the fanie 
time, with extraordinary intrepidity, and carried at the point of the bayonet, 
* From the beginning of April, the king of Pruflia, had kept Mentz in a ffate pf partial 
blockade, preparing all the while for a vigorous fiege ; the effect was that the provifions 
in the garrifon were exhaufted, and the befieged were reduced to fubfift upon their 
horfe's. It was, however, found that the delay was not the. efFeft of fagacity, 'but of 

the occupations by which the king was then fo much engrofled,.the anpihilatioii of the 

Polifh government, and the plunder and partition of its provinces. The attack! was hot! 
therefore commenced till May. On the fourth of that month the king arrived, when his 
troops had juft attacked the village of Coftheim, from which however they did not fuc- 
e'eed in diflodging the French- From thence to the beginning of June frequent fevere 
ikirmifhes took place, without any decifive adion. On the fourth of that month the 
garrifon made a defparate fortie upon the village of Marienborn, which they carried^ 
and fpiked the Pruflian artillery 5 on the ninth they ^ attempted another Tally on all fides but 
were every where repelled- ~ < , * 

\TI)e combined army opened the trenches, before Mentz on the nineteenth and twentieth '. 
of June, On the morning of the twenty- fourth the garrifon made a fortie, - and fpiked 
four pieces of cannon. On the fame day a large number of women and children were 

tdifihiffed from the garrifon j but they were* fired upon, and the greater part of them 
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'butchered by the Pruffians with urifeeling barbarity: a great number of the women 

preferring immediate death in -any. (hape to the encounter of thofe civilized favages, threw 
\themfelves into the river Mein. On the twehty-fifth .another fortie was attempted by the 
igarrifon, but they were repulfed. On the feventh of July the ftrong works of the French 
.■at Goftheim were carried by the allies, who killed eight hundred of the French and took 
feven pieces of cannon ; this fuccefs was followed on the fifteenth -by the blowing up of 
♦the laboratory of Mentz, and the deftruftion of a magazine of forage, by the befiegers. 
-Caffel, which covered Mentz on the oppofite. fide of the Rhine, was fet-on fire on the 
feventeenth, and feverai ammunition waggons blown up. On the eighteenth the French 
army of the Rhine made a grand effort to relieve Mentz, by attempting- to force their 
,way through, not far from Landau, in an attack at three feverai places at once. : They 
were however repulfed by general Wurmfer in every point.. This determined the fate of 
♦the. garrifon, which capitulated on the twenty-fecond, the principal condition of the 
'articles was, that the garrifon fliould not ferve for one year ag?iinft the allies. 

On the eighth of Auguft the French were driven from a ftrong poft which they helil 
-on the Scheldt, known by the name of Casfar's camp; the French made no confiderable, 
-refiftance on this occafion, the lofs on both fides was 'final!. 

With thefe a&ions thefuccefles of the allies terminated. The protraction of the fieges 
had given time to the French to recover from the diforganization confequent of the 
treachery of Dumourier and the other traitors, and that energy which thinking men 
ifrbm the firft forefaw, would finally defeat the abfurd and wicked projects of the allied 
« powers, began once more to revive ahd difplay itfelf generally. 

After the redu&ion of Valencieanes, a grand council of war was held, in which a 
; prbjeft of the Britifli miniftry .for the feparation of the army, and for an attack on French 
Flanders was laid before, them. The Auftrian generals pointedly difapproved of the plan, 
and fubmitted two others, either of which they reprefented as more likely to produce coh. 
Sequences fuitable 'to the interefts of the war. The firft of thefe was to penetrate to 
^Paris, by the eourfe of the rivers which fall into the Seine, on which the heavy ftores 
and artillery might be tranfported. The olher which was the plan of Cobourg arid 
-Clairfait, was to take immediate advantage of the alarm occafioned by the fall of Valea- 
Hciennes, and the difQrder in the armies confequent of the denunciation of Cuftine, and 
other generals, and with forty or fifty thoufand light troops, to penetrate to Paris, 
while a debarkation might be made on the fide of Brittany to aflift the mfurre&ion of 
the royalifts. ' < » 

- It s i$ evident that none of thefe plans were, confiftent with true policy. Whatever 
number of troops had been detached to Paris, would ctrtainly have been cut off, and as 
to afliftihg by landing in Britanny there is no reafon to believe fuch a meafure would 

^avefoeen attended with popularity or fuccefs. That the projeft againft Weft Flanders 
u^s ill-eonceived the event fij'fficiently proved j and the only ufe that could have been 

profitably made of the circumftances which encouraged new plans of hoftility, would 

<have been t/hat of laying a "foundation for a peace ; but the folly of the allies had not 
yet filled its meafure* The preponderating influence of die Englifh purfe, prevailed in 

'a/'couneii held on the twelfth of Auguft; and theEnglHh, Hanoverians, and Dutch, with 
fome Heflians arid Auftrians, commenced their march for Dunkirk. This expedition 

' ^as .condufted by the duke of York, whofe reliance was not entirely placed oa his own 
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{kill in ta&ics nor on the valor of his troops. He had contrived to open a fecret corref- 
pondence through one of thofe numerous fpies employed at that time by England? 
with governor Omeron, of Dunkirk, and had fecured as he hoped a free accefs.by 
means of a golden key. The committee of public fafety, however, when they feized the 
Englifh fpy at Lille, obtained at once the clue that led to the difcovery of nearly all his 
correfpondents, and had fo contrived as to carry on the correfpondence and develope the 

treachery of feveral officers, among whom was the governor of Dunkirk, who was re- 
moved before the arrival of the duke of York, and foon after executed for his bafe 

perfidy. 

The defign was to fake, the towns of Berg, Gravelines, and Calais, but firft Dnnkirk; 
for this purpofe, on thefixteenth of Auguft, the duke of York encamped at Furcoing, 
where a council of war was held on the feventeenth, and on the eighteenth they marched 
to a camp already marked out at Menin, near which they found the Dutch under the 
young prince of . Orange engaged with the outpofts of the French, which the formqr 
repulfed. The Englifh troops were brought dire&ly intoa&ion, and carried the poftof 
Lincelles, though with the utmoft difficulty and great lofs, and at length found it ex- 
pedient to deftroy the works and leave the poft unoccupied On the twenty, fecond the 
- duke of York marched from Furnes with a view to attack the French at Ghiveldt, which 

was abandoned on his approach, and thereby he was enabled to occupy the ground intend- 
ed for the befieging camp. 

. Qn the twenty-third the duke of York fent a fummons by a flag, demanding " the 
" furrender of the place to his Brittanic majefty,"-and giving only twenty-four hours to 
deliberate; the anfwer was laconic—' 6 General, — inverted with the confidence of the 
" French republic, I have received your fummons to furrender an important city, I 
" anfwer by affuring you, that I fhali defend it with the brave republicans I command— 

"O'Mara." . ^ 

On the twenty-fourth he attacked the French outpofts and drove them into the town 

with fome lofs. In this affair the famous general Daiton, anlrifli officer, who fignalized 

himfelf under the emperor Jofeph the Second, was killed, with fome others ; and the next 

day the fiege commenced. A confiderable naval armament was to have cooperated in 
this fiege, but admiral M'Bride was through fome negleft in the naval department unable 
to leave England as early as was expected. . 

Meanwhile the allies were feverely harraffed by the French, .in various. points,.. and their 
camp particularly, by fome gunboats haftily equipped, which kept their ftation not with- 
Handing an Englifh fleet of one frigate, feven cutters, and a galliot,' hove in fight on 
the twenty-fixth. . * : 

A fucefsful for tie was effe&ed by the garrifon, on the fixth of September ; on; the fame 
day the covering army of general Frey tag, , was farprized and totally routed, and that 
general with one of the young Englifh- princes, were captured j but foon after refcuecL 
Thefe difafters were indicated for fome days, by the movements of the French,, whofe force 
•was hourly augmenting ; it became neceffary therefore to raife the fiege on the feventh, 
as the allies had fuffered very feverely in the actions that had taken place. 

The French general Houchard was guilty of a grofs breach of duty or negligence 
on the fixth, for he' might have effectually cut off the retreat of the du}ce;Qf York, who 

Vas fuffered to efcape in the clofe>of the action, and fwam his horfe. acrofs ;a .rivulet., never 
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halting till he had got out of hearing of the<canndn. Houchard fuifered death* for fuffering 

the hopes of the Englifli royal family to efcape.: ' *; 

After raifing the fiege, the French army took a flrong pofition at : Maubege, where: 
they were immediately blockaded by the whole force of the allies, under Cbbourg. 1 . 

The armies under this general and Clakfait had: been employed in the preceding month of 
Auguft, in attempting the .fiege of Cambray, Bouchain, and Quefnoy j at the two 
former places they were repulfed with Jofs ; at the latter they, were fuccefsful, as it 
furrendered on the eleventh of September to general . Clairfak, a detachment marching 

for its relief having been repulfed by Cobourg. — They had now turned their attention 
to the deplorable ftate of affairs in the army of. Dunkirk, expelling to. keep, the French, 
in check in that, quarter. - — 

Jourdan, who was a general of divifion under Houchard, had now fucceeded. to the: 
command, at the recommendation of the deputies of the convention, who had beea. 
witneffes of his valour and lkill in the aftions prior to, and on the fixth of September.. 
This general had been bred up in the artillery, and with Hoche and Pichegru,. and others, 
who havefince diftinguiftied themfeives at the head of armies in the molt l'pSeucliu opera-- 
tions of ta&ics and uniurpafled vi&ories, had before the revolution reached the higheft, 
grade that merit alone could hope for under the old regimen, that- of; ferjca.nts./ of/ 

artillery, \ •■ • . . * ■ 

On the fifteenth and fixteenth of O&ober Jourdan attacked the allies with fo much {kill 
and decifion, as to compel the prince of Cobourg after fuffering an immenfe lofs., to aban- 
don a pofition which he had fortified with the utmqft care for feverireen days... So confi- • 
dent was he of its ftrength, that he faid u I own the French are .fierce republicans, % if 
" they fho'ild drive me hence, I fhould become one myfelf/' The aclipn on- both. days, 
continued from break of day till night. The Auftrians pafled the Sambre^ on the night 
of the fixteenth, leaving fix thoufand killed and- wounded- The French, had two; hun- 
dred killed and twelve hundred wounded- The deputies of the convention, Garnot, 

Duquefnoy," and Bar, fought at the head of the columns in thefe aftionsi , 
The Auftrians in their flight committed the mod horrible devaluations,, revenging their 

defeat on the inoffenfive villagers, aged, women, and children, and fetting fire to the 

villages and hamlets near which they pafled- The convention, upon the news of this, 
viftory, decreed that the fufferers by the Auftrian barbarity (hould be; indemnified* 
Jourdan in the mean, time followed up his fuccefs, and penetrated into maratime Flanders 
in feveral columns at once ; he took Werwick and obliged general Erbach to abandon 

Menin, and retreat to Courtray. On the twenty-fecond he took Furnes, and proceeded 
to Nieuport which was faved by being inundated. Oftend was next threatened, but ai* 
armament under fir;Charles Grey was ordered to proceed to its relief, and for that tirne. 
protrafted the crifis when the Low Countries were to become a part of France. 

On the fide : of the Rhine a number of petty aftions took place in which the French, were 
generally, fuccefsful. On the twenty-fecond of Auguft general Landremont aliumed the 
. command at : Wieflembourg, and amufed the enemy in flight fkirmifhes from thence to the- 
: feventh of September, ; pn which day haiye combined a- variety of operations ; hefuddenly 
; attacked the . allies at all points, and drove them before him with great flaughter j at the 
I. poft pf Lauterbourg alone the alliesloft fifteen hundred men. On the eleventh he foU 
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;Iowedup his fuccefs by another general attack, in which the allies loft two tHoufand men, 

including a confiderable number of emigrants. ~ r . • , 

The forces of the republic were ftill more eminently fuccefsfui in repelling the attempts 

of the rebels in the department of La Vendee. 

The country which was the fcene of this infurrettion in favour of priefthood and 

royalty , is fituated between , the Loire and the Charente, ftretching along the coafts 
. between the two rivers, and making part of the territory which was called, under the 

ancient government, the province of Poitou. It is a country fertile both in corn and 
. pafture ; arid from its rich abundance diftributed plenty to molt of the neighbouring de- 
partments, and furniftied even to the centre of France a confiderable part of its fup- 

pliesj but when ignorance becomes the fport of fanaticifm, the ambitious make > the 

cloak of religion the mftrument of their guilty defigns» it becomes a calamity the molt 

i terrible in the lift of --human evils . " • 

. . The department of the Vendee, from its local iituatibn, had little other intercourse 
with the reft of the republic than what arofe from the export of the fuperfluity of* its 
produce; and while the great and immortal principles which direded the revolution 
awakened in thebofom of every mechanic and peafant throughout France the noble fen- 
timent that no man was fuperior to him in his rights : , the Vendean, who had only 1 heard 
of thefe things through the organ of the noble and the prieft, remained the implicit 

. believer and obedient vattal, while his fellow citizens were rejoicing in their eman- 

• dpation. ■ . ■ ' 

. In this infulated department the feudal fyftem had ' been maintained in all its rigour. 

• The provincial laws of Britanny, which; from the minutenefs and Angularity of their 
; pppreffion, would be rather fubj efts of ridicule than abhorrence, had they not contributed 
: lb much to the degradation of the human character in the tyrant who infli&ed and the 

• ilave who fuffered them, were incorporated with other laws equally barbarous, and pecu- 

, liar to the country - 

As this part of the republic, from its geographical and moral fituation, had received but 
' a few faint rays of the light of that liberty which had burft forth in France 5 and as - already 

■ the feeds of difcord had been plentifully Scattered among the inhabitants by the fanatical 
» clergy and foreign intrigues* it was fitted to become the retreat of all who were averfe to the 

• aew order of public affair's. Accordingly the nobles and the priefts, who in the nrft meetings 

• '<of the conftituent affembty, discovered, that by the removal of thofe fa&irious barriers by 
,i Which they had hitherto been Separated from the other claffes of the people, they were 

• now to iriifegle in the common mafs, found refuge in thefe departments, where they 
' tfufled that thofe diftindions might ftill be refpe&ed which had elfewere funk into con- 
tempt.- Their influence was extenfive ; and" as their zeai was quickened by implacable 

refentment, thofe laws of which they could not hinder the promulgation^ and- particu- 
' iarly tfeofe whidh : refpe&ed their own orders, wer-e but ; imperfe&ly executed, "or appa- 
= -yentiy obeyed. Having found' that that enthufiafm. w%ieh led the conftituent aflembiyno 
' Overthrow thefe gigantic privileges, had confiderably evaporated towards its dofe=j and 
' Ifeeing alfo that the court, -in Juggling to regain its loft- power, fought their alliance ; 

■ -fhey grew bolder in their pretentions, -and. became more a&ivein their hatred towards 
#he eftabli'mmeat of the new government. At firft an air of general difeontent ©verlpread 
this part of the country — partial fermentations next fucceeded, and the fpirit of infurrec- 
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lion at length became fo general, that the conftituent affembly was compelled to take 
meafures to flop its alarming progrefs. : 

The means employed by the legislature were calculated rather to encreafe than pre- 
vent the evil; for, inftead of fending commiffaries from their own body to examine into 
its caufes ; inftead of enlightening the people, and unmafldng and punifliing thofe who 
had prompted them to rebellion ; they entrufted the court with the execution of their 
decrees, and as might have been expelled, the infurre&ion obtained addidonai force, and 
even a fort of royal fanttion. 

The authority of the next affembly. was inefficient to reprefs fo alarming an. evil. 
■Too much divided by the fpirit of party, and.too much occupied in flruggles again ft the 
. court, the legiflative affembly for a long time applied only palliatives to the difeafe ; 
nor, till it-wore an afpeft dangerous to the exiftence of the revolution, was the affembly 
roufed to the application of any effe&ive remedy. The meafure they firft propofed was 
the banifttment of the priefts who had refufed adherence to the new conltitution ; but 
this meafure appeared fo alarming to the court, and fo deftru&ive of the fyftem it had 
adopted to regain its loft influence, that the king was advifed to make ufe of the repref- 
five power which the con ftitution gave him, and to refufe his royal fan&ion* Though this 

refufal. haftened the deftru&ion of the court, already tottering, it gave new courage to 

the difcon tented, who, finding themfelves fo zealoufly fupported, burft into open 

refiftance in the Vendee and the neighbouring departments, which it required all the 
.exertions of the departmental force to fupprefs. 

• The -fall of the court fufpended for a time the progrefs of this infurre&ion ; but the 
unhappy aufpices under which the convention met, infpired frefh ardour,, and led the 
infurgents to new exertions. In hopes of reftoring the monarchy, a vaft plan of infur- 
Te&ion was formed, which not only comprehended the Vendee and the adjoining depart- 
ments, but extended itfelf through a great part of Britanny, The convention was too 
much occupied in refilling the confpirators at Paris to attend to the progrefs of the 

'royalifts, who were fuffered to take uninterrupted poffeflion of -the Vendee and the 
neighbouring departments. Before the end of March they had organized an army of 
forty thoufand men, confifting chiefly of peafants, fervants of the former.nobility, fmug- 

•glers, poachers, and game-keepers, men well accuftomed to the ufe of arms, and had 

*%egun their march towards Paris before the convention were formally advifed that any 

*infuf re&ion had taken place* Their army .was commanded by experienced chiefs who 
had ferved under the antient government ; but what gave the rebellion its fierceft rage 
was the fanaticifm which the priefts infpired, who marching at the head of their columns* 
^bearingthe crucifix in their hands, . pointed .out to iheir followers the road to vi&ory pr he?L- 
*ven. The progrefs which the royalifts had made before any force was oppofed.tp thept 
-was fo alarming, that at the period when the Jacobins had feized upon the government 
- at Paris, the portion of the country which the Vendeans had fubdued was fo extehfive, 
1 that-it-feemed doubtful of which party France was deftined to be the prey. The royalifts . 
had- entire poffeflion of the Loire almoft as far as Paris, and menanced Rochelle : bn the 
-one fide while they befieged Nantes oa the. other, and opened a : paffage , into : the deparjt* 
v ttients which made part of the former province of .Britanny. 

• - 'Upon the arrival of Gaudet.and Louvet at>Caen on the twenty .forth, of June, they 

• found- that ,on ;the "fifth ^ofithat month, weight depst?tm«it.s jiapiely .three of ancieafc 

Vol, IV r 4 E 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



- Normandy, and five of Britanny, had entered into a common league, and had juft fent 
commiflaries to that city, . Felix Wimpfen, who had fignalized himfelf by his refiftance 
of proferred corruption in the early part of the revolution, and by his gallantry at Thion- 

' ville, had joined the league, and was appointed commander in chief of the departmental 
army, as it was denominated. Buzot, Barbaroux, Salles and Petion, were alfo at Caen ; 
and it appears that among thefe deputies various opinions were held on the difpofitions 
and intentions of the general and the force he commanded. He was much beloved by 
the Normans, and had gained the confidence of the Bretons, but it foon appeared that 
- the reception which the prefcribed deputies met, was entirely owing to the charges of 

• royalifm alledged againft them in the Paris papers. Wimpfen had been fummoned to 
i 'Paris, but he replied, that he could not go without fixty thoufand men j the deputies, 

however, confided rather in the former bravery and virtue of W impfen . than in his 
; prefent conduft, which every day became more fufpicious ; he had colle&ed about 

three thoufand men near Evreux, with which he did nothing for jhree weeks. At Paris 

however his numbers were from fear on one hand and cunning on the other j magnified 

to one hundred thoufand. 
; A fmall body of about two thoufand men had been fuddenly raifed and detached to the 

neighbourhood of Caen, to be reinforced with additional fuccours from feveral points ^ 

• thefe had juft entered Vernon, and then Wimpfen fet about attacking that town ; here it 
: was that Puiffaye, who became afterwards fo confpicuous as the agent of the Britifli 

minifter at Quiberon, appeared firft in a public character. He was introduced by 

- : Wimpfen .to Louvet, and the reft, as an officer of tried (kill and republicanifm, and it 

; was to him the attack of Vernon was entrufted, and he appears to have obeyed* his 
private inft ructions with the.utmoft effeft. 

" ' To furprize the enemy he marched in open day with drums beating, and after his fol- 

' diers had endured the (torching heat of the day they had to pafs the night in the open 
; air;* the next day he halted within a league of the town, placed his cannon one piece 
.' behind the other along a wall, and leaving his army without even the precaution of fix- 

ing a centinel, went half a league diftant to fleep for the night. A few hours after fome 
"hundreds of the troops from Vernon appeared, feveral (hois were fired and the army of 

Puifiaye left without argeneral, fled, though not a fingle man was killed or wounded. 

This ferious farce, did not prevent the department of Eure from foliciting him to con- 
: tinue with them.' Wimpfen on hearing of the -affair was not at all difconcerted ; and 
'talked of fortifying Caen. 

r This conduft alarmed the proscribed deputies, and Louvet and Salles, fignified to 
' their colleagues their fufpicions, that Wimpfen was treacherous, that he had no irtqlina- 
: tion to march to Paris, but wiftied to keep them as the means of his own fecurity, 
• with the mountain party if they fhould triumph, or to purchafe a refuge in England. 

• The greater number of the deputies treated thefe fufpicions as vifionary. The general 
. " however, requefted a conference with them all, on an affair of great confequence; he 

• began by defcribing their fituation to be very critical, that he m'uit immediately proceed 
to Liffeux to organife his troops but that, it required fome meafures to prepare for 
exigencies ; he then fuggefted the creation of paper money, and wiftied to imprefs the 

• deputies with ideas of appreherifion — in the midft of this difcourfe an officer entered and 

~ iyith great agitation fignified that '.a violent .commotion . had taken place, .the cojwoys 

** 
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for the- army were flopped, and the deputies were threatened ; Wimpfen appeared 
offended and directed the officer to go and appeafe the people ; he then renewed the 
c'onverfation, and pointed out the neceflity of fpeedy decifion on meafures of defence and 
fecurity, to provide men, arms, 1 ammunition, money/ and help of every, kind ; c6 to be 

. ^ plain" faid he, we mufi negotiate with England ; and I myfelf have the means provided^. 
.** but I mufi have your authority, your engagement" — All the deputies from, an emotion 

of fpontaneous indignation rofe up, the conference ended, and the deputies faw- that they 
had only to provide for their own fecurity againft double ruin. • * " 

An expedition had been planned by the Englifh mihifters for thepurpofe of co>opera£- 
ing with thofe of the revoke i departments who had been feduced' or devoted to royalty 
and earl Mqira, who had diftinguifhed himfelf in the fanguinary war againft America, 
. was fele&ed to lead the troops deftined to this fervice, and to land on the coaft or 
, Britanny. The fcheme, however, partopk of the .general Jmbecilifcy which had* cJmra^terff- 

ed all the meafures of thofe minifters. The expedition after aafmmenfe preparation and 
expenditure ,was delayed until the royalifts were fiibdued, and when the tranfports. 

. appeared off the co&fts they" found the French fo well prepared for their reception that 
they returned, fatisfied that the French republic was not to :be conquered, by. their- 

.force. 

The city of Lyons meanwhile. fulfered from the double operation of royalift intrigues 
and the horrible profcriptions ot Robefpierre's fatellites, Chalier a. Piedmontele, was 
- one of that horde of monfters whofe wickednefs attra&ed them. fronv the.exrremes- of' 
Europe round their, arch-demon in Paris. He was a (harper by profeflion.. and had fled; 

. his native country to efcape the punifhment due to his crimes. ' He was fent to Lyons 

foon after the meafures of September, in which he had been an. aftor^ and by flow bur 

• progreffive fteps had excited a very general fpirit of fedition, and. terror j. he propofed to his 
. confederates the ereftiqnof a guillotine on one of the bridges, and the execution of all 
. the opulent men of the city, whofe bodies were to* be* thrown, into the Rhone. But 

his fecret was divulged, and inftead of meeting that death which, he merited, was "fufFered 

. to continue his diabolical projeds, and at length he was chofen attorney-generaK'of the 

commune; on the twenty fixth of May, while confpiracy was going forward -at Paris fee 
kept pace with it at Lyons, by laying a tax on the rich of. fix millions to>be paid in twenty-four 

* hours ; on the twenty-feverith he publicly declared that the prefidents and fecretaries of 
. the.feftions fhould be beheaded; fome tumults enfued, and Chalier and his banditti 

might have been crufhed without bloodfhed, had not the narrow : fpirit of commerce^ 
which fees nothing beneficial in fociety except the accumulation." of wealth* frozen up 
their fouls ; Lyons even then confifted but of thofe who intended to murder, and thofe that 
: were lo be murdered^ A combat enfued in the public ftreets, and the party of Ghalier 
, was difcomfued after a conflift that laded: from morning to midnight. Ghalier andhis 
accomplices were configned to a juft deathu \ But fore were the 'afflictions -which the 
' vengeance of Robefpiewe . and his affocxates inflicted on Lyons, for. the puniftiment o£ 

his friend. . ' , . ^ ■ 

\ ■ General: Biron repulfed the army of the ihfurgents; from Lucon on the twenty^eighth 

of June; and nearly about the, fame time the city; of Nantz was" relieved from their incur- 
. fions by general Bevffer, Chatelon was refcued from thenron the third of July by gene- 

c ral Weftermann V but .on, the/ following- day, he; was; furprifed by: the: rebels^ and compelled. 
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<to retreat to Partbenay. On: Weftermanri's. defeat : he was fummoned to Paris to anfwdr 
for his conduft, but was honorably acquitted. The chief command, after this circuift- 
fiance, (general Biron having alfo been ordered to Paris) devolved on general Beyffef , 
-who in feveral fkirmifhes put the rebels to flight. In the beginning of Auguft they were 
again defeated by general Roffignol ; 'on the tenth of that month however, while the 
citizens were celebrating the civic feaft, general Charette, the conjmander in chief of the 
infurgents, vigoroufly affailed the city of Nantz,. butwas repul fed with lofs. 

In the mean time blood and devaftation marked the progrefs of thefe foldiers of royalty. 
-Their ceremonies and their difcipline were a ftrange compound of fuperftition and cruelty ; 
and they even mingled the facramental wine with the blood : of their adverfaries, arid ad - 
miniftered it to the people. One of their ftandards, which was prefented to the national 
convention, was white on one fide, and red on the other ; on the red fide was embroi- 
^idered^thc^gure'of-a bi(hop.iiuhis-.pontificalS'; -and on the white the virgin Mary with the 
infant Jefus in her arms. They: gained a conliderable advantage over the republicans at 
•Parthenay, in the latter end of Auguft. ■' * 

On the feventh of September general Roffignol atchieved a fignal victory over the in - 
iurgents at Pont-de-ce ; and in conjunction with Santerre routed them again at Douay. 
Thouars, and Evreux on the fucceeding days. In the latter end of September the garri* 
fon of Mentz was ordered to march into La Vendee, and on the fixth of Oftober the 
advanced guard vanquiflied an. army of twenty-five thoufand rebels. It would be tedious 
to enter on a more minute detail of this obfeure and petty war ; let it fuffice to fay, that 
the unfortunate infurgents made a mod vigorous refiftance to every effort of the conven- 
tion till the middle of Oftober 1793, when they were completely routed. After being 
driven from La Vendee, they divided into three bodies* The firft threw themfelves into 
the ifland of Noirmontier, where they remained for fome time^in a ftate of blockade, but 
/were at length fubdued. The fecond feem to have difperfed ; and the third took the 
route, of Anjou, Maine, and Britanny, where they carried on for a while a defultory war- 
bfare, but were at length gradually difperfed. - . i 

; \ The difaffe&ion of fome of the other provinces, which immediately followed therevb- 
i lufion, as it is called, of the thirty-firft of May, was produ&ive of ftill more^erious cori- 

fequences to the new government. 
\ The department of Calvados had been the firft in arms, and the formidable force collected 
: rih)thei neighbourhood of Caen, was reported by the mountain to be under the direttion of the 
fugitive deputies, .-Potion, :Buzot, and Barbaroux. i In the beginning of July this body : of 
droops, iwhich was \ called the departmental army, had advanced ' towards' Paris ; but 
; ^the ipeople were evidently not hearty in the caufe; for, oiv the approach of the republican 
-army undengeneral Sepper, after a flight fkirmifh with the advanced guard, they retired 
;Ja$ain -into Calvados .; and before the end of the month completely difperfed, and the 
fBepartment :;returned ito its allegiance- Petion, Biizot, Barbaroux, Salles, Valadi, 
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.rand iWimpfen, fled; .but the majority of them were ifoon after taken,- and delivered iip 



to the revolutionary tribunal. Biroteau was executed at Bourdeaux. 

/ " fBhe; formidable :union ^ichitbokiplaceiundcr ithe>name tif ' fetfefrate republifcariifm/ 
tbetween the cities .of /Marfeiites, kyons, ind ltoulon y -ftill however continued, aftd 

confiderable 

^attd'in-the 




# 



i; 79 30 NATIONAL CONVENTION. 299 

beginning of Augiift the Mar fell ois were' driven from- tte" : dtotmeht of VauHufe, which 1 
they had previoufly occupied* On the twenty-fourth the republicans ^attacked and took 
the town of Aix ; and immediately upon this fuccefs the Marfellois opened their gates and 
fubmitted- - But the people of Toulon and the French- vice-admiral TurgofF entered into' 
a negotiation with the Englifh admiral, ldrd Hood, who was then cruifihg in the- Medi- 
terranean^ and he took po'ffeffion bofh'of the town and {hipping in the name of Louis the 
Seventeenth, and under the exprefs and pofitive ftipulation that he fliould aflifl in reftor- 
ing the- conftitutioh of 1789. . . 

In the mean time general Kellerman, who commanded the army of the Alps, was diP 
patched againft Lyons. It contained an immenfe and mixed multitude of thedi/contented 
citizens of every clafs ; fome royalifts, fome' of the firft emigrants, and a confiderablei 
number of the Gironde party* The city remained in a ftate M of ' blockade from the eighth 
of Auguft ; but the firft attack was refifted with great bravery. On the twenty-fecond 
and 'twenty-third -of Auguft the Lyonefe were computed to have loft not lefs than two 
thoufand -men,, and a great part of the city was reduced to a heap of* ruins. 'In the 
month of September, as it appeared general Kellerman had not been fufficiently active, 
general Doppet, a young officer, who had juft exchanged the profeffion of a phyfician for 

that of a foldicr, was appointed to the command ; and on the eighth of O&ober the city 

of ' Lyons Surrendered to that general. The chiefs of the rebels had fled, but feveralof 
them were afterwards taken and executed.- By a fubfequent decree of the convention* 
the walls and public .buildings of Lyons were ordered to be deftroyed, and the name of 
>the . city itfeif to be changed to that of Ville Affrarichie* • 

On the - firft of ; Auguft> Barrerei produced to the convention a feries of papers feized 
upon an Englifh fpy, at Lifle ; the principal of which was a letter written by an Englifh 
undersecretary of ftate in his official! charafter, dated the twenty-ninth of June, wherein 
the concerns and correfpondence of about fixty fpies of both fexes, placed at various 
points of therepublrc, were regulated, new arrangements and appointments notified, pre- 
cautions fuggefted, monies for particular fervices fpecified, phofphoric .matches declared 
tobe furmlhed, conflagrations to be performed, money to be plenfeoufly employed in cor- 
rupting certain peribns- named in the letter, belonging to the army and at Paris. With 
•this was a Journal of the tranfa&ions of the principal of thefe fpies, of whom' a committee 
was-formed at St. Omer, from the twenty-firft of January to the firft of July, in' which 
the exaft mode of diftributiori of a fum of about two millions fterling was minutely 
Elated ; f and from the whole it was cle&rly proved that not only an immenfe number of 
the illicit agents of Great Britain had already eftablifhed a perfeft fyftem of correfporf- 
Venice in France, but that the objeft was to corrupt as many of the conftituted authorities 
as poflible, and that many had already been bought;- and the machinations of the 
Englifh minifter/went fo far as to direft one of the agents to take care that tallow ftiould 
"be ftored up by foreftallers, affignats refufed in payment, feveral priefts encouraged to 
preach ■ againft the J if religion arid jdeifm of the republicans, and to encourage religious 
people -men;'ahd : women-to exhort # t||gjr friends to infurre&ion. * - ,; :a 

A decree was paffed on the fame day as follows : 

h The citizens JBillaud Varennes ' and Rivut, reprefentatives of the people in the 
department of Calais and the North, fliould be provided with unlimited powers, that alj. 
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the conftituted apthprittes '.^^d^^ra^ fef«^'|fi^ul4 be lobligeil to obey their orders and; 

comply with their, requefts* 



9 W 



II. The minijlers^:*dmim bodies, ;and municipalities* are -efpeuatly charged* 

-with giving immediately the ftri&etti orders for the fevereft vigilance in all the harbours, 
arfenais,. magazines, aad other national eftabliflimentSj and in the public funds* 
. III. The decoration of Charrkr, the Englifh letter, and the Englifh notes, contained 

in the pocket-b&ok left withithe committee of. public; welfare* . (lull < be feat by fped^ ^fr 
fengers to all the departments ; as likewife the report of the .committee of public wHfyre f 
of which fax: copies fhall b>e ^ delivered cto every deputy* : 

IV. The national convention* in the aamepf outraged humanity^ denounces to all 

jiation% and even^ to the people of England* the ;dafta^dly, perfidious, and atrocious 
♦conduct of the 1 British 'miniftry;, who hire murder, ^oifon, fee* .^nd ail .crimes ,to fnakc 
tyranny-triumph , : ^ . 
V- . The property <sf all perform {who have been jand ate outlawed by i^^^ feU, belong 



1 ■ r 



1 ► Mk t 



to' the republic 

VI. Marie Antoinette is referTedtoithe extraordinary tribunal;; fhe fm.ll ke ijiftantly 
removed to the prifon of the Conciergerie. 



- VH; All the individuals of thefamilj of Cape* (hall be aianfported from the territory 
'of the republic j Except thfi t^o : childmi of Louis Capet, and *he individual of thai 
family which are under the fword of the 4a w. • , ;. f * r, 

VIII-. Elizabeth i.Capet flaall mA.-b? ^aafpoftt^i -llli- after- the r {|c%epeat. of .^ara 



f r * * 



Antoinette. 

-w — — - ^ - V ■ # ^ • 

; IX. The members of the Gapet family, who are wildest tfo : ^ 
|ran£ported after their trial, if i b^ind qo$ guilty/ 



: %. The expence of the two children of Louis Capet, fhall be reduced to whatis .&ecef« 



* 



fary tp keep an d feed any two indivMaals- . w - , • , : , 

XL The tombs and mufoleums of former Mags in the choaxec^^ Sk Denis, in the tem* 
j>Ies, and 4>tfcer. places throughout the Tepublic^ flaall bp id^oyed ^xn the. next tenth of 



- * 



A .feries of decrees was pafled, tdhieSy agginft the Ea^Hfjh: : - Ojie of *hefe -decrees; de^ 
jcla*ed <every . Frenchman :a traitw who -^ho^ilcl iplace : money^ fa* 4foe l^ngli^ funds .and 
'^«o;pher ordered, 1 that all foreigners, ^nd dhiefly the ; Ei]^i&5 ^thouUrbe^pu^ under arrefl. 
T^bput the fame period an outrage iagaiaft ^he Jaw nations was cominirted !by tha 

^uftyiansj Ayho .arrefted ^itizen^/^aret^ 

^heir prqg^efs as ambafladors to '^[^ples fftad;C^f^itinople.; 

>> lh a fe^oii of the : con^ention on the &xteepth of Aug ^ift^fihe -energetic and fertile 

qggnias of : 0^amon conceived the fiiblime prpj^^^f j^bgrtmg 'the r whole people pf;5?rancg 
Hpri?ife 4n>a ma;fs to ^expel the : in vaders from fch^ir fterrkor^. The pla^i aft.^r^ard5 
^ligejted. rt>y : ^oa>iiiit£a£ -of publk fafet ; y^ By -tfnsride^ va^pr : ^f the 

"~ ^iia^^-^t i^-c^%yj^nd ':the f a^ts ^re^pla^d-^a jftateof ire^uiijftion and fopre^ 

N " ( ^ *.of. <a : niixed multitude, (the ne^ 




tyent the ^eviils tresfultdng from »the uiidifGipkned <j 




levies were organized with fingwlar abiiii;^, aad JCTnteal points wese .eftabHfliecl; for their 
^ffembiiog-; The following *s -tbe-.fttbftancftoif ;|^e- ^yjbifife Wm$9#e&: W ^PmT 

mm ,of .-Barbie. ; C .:: , -. : 



r x 



i?9*3 ma^onas, emmmm. - m 

v Art- ;h ■ From this prefent raoniepttill that whe^ all t&e enemie* feall. have been driver}, 
from the territory of the republic, ali ( Fr.^cbmen (baM be\in permanent readinefs for the 
fervice of the armies.. _ , •; ■ .. ; ,. . . 

, " The young men &all march, to th§ combat, jhefljarried menAall forge arms, and 

tranfport the proyifibns ; the women mal] malse tents and clothe?, and wait in the hofpt? " 
ials j the children {hall ma^e lint of old linen ; the old men fliali capfe themfelves to be 
(Carried to the public fquares .to ,excke t&e courage . of the warriors^' to preach hatred 
fgainft fedejra.Uftn and royalty. 

,11. The national edifices (hall be ,-converted jntp &pre ihoufes 5 . -the ground pftbe cellars 
jhall be*$a&ed -^th ley...tQ-ejxt.ra&tpe feltpetre, . 

• IIJ. The mufqyets and arms pf calibre Avail be immediately dsSyere^ to. f bofe jvho . are 
to march againft the enemy j .the interna! fe/yice of jfas.&&hi£:{ksi& be performed- with 
fowling piecfee. 

. IV. All faddle-horfes (hall be given .up, to complete . the .cavalry ;. tfce draught horfes 
*nd others, : except^ .thofe employed for agriculture, fh&\ convey : thp artillery ; and pro.- 

■Sfjmons. < ^ . 4 ..: . ... 

. V. The committee. of public welfare is charged to late all. ngceflary meafures to jeita. 
jbjifh, without defay, an extraordinary manufacture of arms of all ftn4s;...Cuit^le:t0 the 
•efforts of the French nation. "It is authprifed in cpnfeque.nc^..tQ .fofitn All rbe eftabhTh- 
£ients, manufacitoriesi "and working-places, which fhall be .deemed neceflary for the exe- 
cution of thpfe wpr^sj and to fummpn. fhrougbout 4ie. jepj^ 

.men who can contribute. to their 'fuccefs. The fum pf .thirty .millions mall be at the difpo- 
•fal of ;,the xeini^e.r at war, ; to be.;taken put of. the four foundered' and twent^eight millions 
,pf livres in affignats, whieb are ; in referye in the cheft with tbxse J^eyj^ .', The^centraJl 
v 0ftabUlhment of this extraordinary manufacture fliall.be at :Paris.. 

yi. The tseprefentatiyes of the people fent into the departments to .executetbe prefent law, 



{hall bave ^he fam# authpriry, and (hall concert meal pres with, the committee of public 
welfare j they are inverted with the unlimited powers attributed .to thecreprefentativ.es 
",jsf the people, with tfce armies. 
. yil. No 'F*enchnia,n fummoned to ;f<*ve, mail b.e*fuu%ed tpfend a fubj£tute. f h£ 
^public functionates fhall remain .on ;their ppfts. 



yjLI!. SChe rifing. or. movement lhall .be general : : ; the unmgrrie^ or widowed cirizeng : 




r«parture 



• The •reprefentauyejs .pf ,the people mail regulate the .calls and -the marches, ,fp 
4hat the armed icijizens may not reach the place of rendezvous before the fupplies and 

iam'munitioni and , aiUthernechapical, part of c the . array ftja.il have been .brought together i& 



ia ccompetient proportion 



^/ ^he : *general . flints "of rr.endez.yo us mail be determined by the circumftgnces, ancl 
^pointed out >b.y the *r,epr,efentaii*^of : the people Cent out to enforce^ execution of the 
sprefent.Uaw, by .advice ; of ,th.e gaShrajs,, in concert witb the committee of .public welfare, 

^nd!the-pro,v|fory,gxecufive. council. . ... J 

XI. The battalion which (hall be.organized in every diftri^t,. fhall be ranged; under # 

foam* witb this infc^iption-^.' « Tfee Rreucti .mm agaiaft iymwi 



■ 
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. XII. The battalions fhall be organized according to the eftablifhed laws, and their pay 

{hall be the fame as that of the battalions now on the frontiers. 

XIII. In order to colled a fufficient quantity of provifions, the farmers and ftewards 
of the national lands fhall pour into the principal rendezvous of every diftrift, a fufficient 
quantity of corn, the produce of the faid lands. 

XIV. The proprietors, farmers, and holders of corn, fhall be obliged to pay their ar* 
rears of taxes. in the produce of the fields, and alfo two-thirds of the taxes ' for 1793.* 

XV. The national convention appoints citizens Chabot, -Tallien, Garpentier, Reriaud, 
Dartigoyte, Laplancheof Vievre, Mallarme, Legendre, Carnot, Roux-Fuzillac, Pagenel, 
BoifTet, Tallifer, Baile, Pinet, Fayau, Lacroix, and Ingrand, as adjundts to' the repre- 
fentatives of the people who are a&ually in the armies, and in* the departments, in order 
to execute in conju&ion with them the prefent decree. - 

XVI. The commiffioners of . the primary aflemblies are invited to repair, without delay, 

into the departments to fulfil the civic miffion* entrufted to them by the decree of the four- 
- teen th of Auguft, and to receive the commiflio'ns which fhall be afligned to them by the. 
reprefentatives of the people. 

. \ XVII. The minifter. at war is charged to take all the nec6flary meafures for the execir 
tion of the prefent decree. The fum of fifty millions fhall be put at his difpofal, to be 
taken out of the four hundred and fifty-eight millions of affignats, in the cheft with three 
keys- • ; 

XVIII. The prefent decree fhall be fent into the departments by extraordinary 

•couriers. " . : 

. On this decree it is only* neceffary to remark, that had it not been' Seconded by the 
:genius and enthufiafm of the people, it muft have been nugatory and perhaps prejudicial. 
Arbitrary governments will attempt to copy it in vain; it is the free fpirit of the people, 
alone that, can give effect to fuch grand arid daring proje&s, though the genius of the 

ruling power may cercainly dire£l and : regulate the energy on which ultimately fuccefs 

• may depend, . ■ 

Happy had it been for France had the dignity of her great meafures, the unanimity of 

• her heroic' citizens, and the - vigor and fublimity of her defenfive projects, npt been 

clouded by the dark fchemes and profligacy of ambitious and treacherous men, who 
atmfed her power and the generous and unfufpicious magnanimity of her people, to the 
mofl fanguinary and deadly purpofes. That the frequency of intrigues, the treachery of 
•many of their commanders, and the fecret workings- of the agents of foreign powers had 
excited and in a .degree juftified fufpicion and vengeance is unhappily too true, and it 
muft be acknowledged, although humanity will ever lament it, that many not only 
innocent but meritorious individuals fuffered. Among : the victims of popular referit- 
:ment which fell about this period, the celebrated general Cuftirie, whofe former fervices 9 
merited every refpe&ful regard, became a victim to the boundlefs effe&s of jealoufy and 

confpiracy, He was called to Paris from the command of the northern army in the 
begining of July, and on the eighteenth arrived in thatjppital. On the twenty-eighth he 

was committed to . the Abbay^ prifon, andin the. begffnng bf Auguft brought before the 
revolutionary tribunal. The charges againft him were, that hs maintained a fecret 
cofrefpondence with the enemy— that he had left the garrifon of Mentz ' unprovided with 
neceffaries, in confequence .which numbers had perifhed of famine, the whole under;. 
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• went great mifery, and were atlength compelled to capitulate^-that there exifted a letter 
. iigned Cuftine, in which he engaged d'Oyfe, commandant of Mentzto deliver up the 
place to the Pruffians — that he had infulted the national reprefentation by difobeying its 
^orders, and by afferting publicly in: letters to the:minifter that u fuch decrees as he did 

not approve only ierved him for papers to curl. his hair," — 'finally that: he had not exerted 
himfclf properly to prevent Valenciennes from falling into the hands of, the enemy. Cuf- 

• tine on his trial affirmed that the charge concerning the letter to d'Oyfe was an utter 
falfhood, and ' the red he endeavoured, to (hew were- not -grounded. upon: fadt ; however, 
the unfortunate general was led to thefcaffold, J*mepttng iii.his.adverfity the defertion of 
his former friends, alferting, his innocence, amd, praying for thethappinefs of- his country 
to the laft moments- of his life. 

The trial of the queen immediately followed' that of Cuftine.j it was. provoked -at- 'this 
time by a plan that had been laid to carry her off by force from the Temple, during the 
firft tumult that fhould occur, and the difcovery thata number, of ftrangers had recently 

arrived at Paris fufpe&ed to be for the purpofe \i one of thefe had contrived to gain aecefs 
. to her prifon., and to notify the defign to, her 

. On the night between the firft and fecond of Auguft'two municipal officers repaired Yo 
/the tower of the Temple, and a little before midnight, announced the decree which or- 
dered her removal to the Conciergerie. — She was in bed — " mufti rife," fheafkecl. 
The officers anfwered in the affirmative ; (he then defired they would withdraw, that {he 
<■ flight drefs. herfelf, and they did fo ; when drefled they notified their orders >to fearch her, 
,fiie delivered, to them twenty : five. Louis d'Or», and a pocket bookf but ufed repeated 
: entreaties, to be. fufer^d:tq ^eep;.the bopk, . qt for them tofeal it up anduakea protocol of 
; , its . contents. After Tome. time,' (he recognized one of 



were 



her 



the 



O J : ■ ■ < ~ , . ■ - l~ m -♦•^•w-w 

the feparation which, you announced to me a year ago was, very painful:; ibu 
prefent not iefs melancholy." She then defired to ; take fome clothes,' f^Iccould wiih," 
laid fhe, " not to b,e left in foul linen as I was 1 aft year in the houfe of. theTeuillaris.?' 



fhifts 



and a coat. 



She then defired, to ; have an interview with her: daughter- and madame Elizabeth. 
This, was permitted, after fome hefitation. Madame Elizabeth ftepped firft into the ap- 
partmeat, melting, in tears, bordering on a ftate of defpahy and almoft deprived of her 
fenfes- They Rocked ^ch' other faft in their arras* 

Her majefty preferved the moft unfhaken fortitude in this trying fcene. 
When, .her.daugk 161 apP? a r e d, Ihefaid, c< My: daughter! thou knoweft thy religion; 



ghteft 



She t\iw. took 

fpuncj a fiacre,, or hackney 



he 



emand was refufed*: the officers told 



When 



ge,, .one of the .officers, offered to help , her $ b.ut flie gently pu (he d 



liand,. teljing him that flie wanted no affiftance 



Vol, 



a. 
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The queen was drefled in white lawn, and wore a black girdle. She was condufted 
to the prifon through a narrow paiTage, very badly lighted, in which the fudden barking, 
of two maftifFs threw her into convulfion*. 

The officg-s were then obliged to carry her to the prifon in their arms ; and being 
arrived there, fhe continued fo very ill, that, for one hour, her life was threatened with 
inftant, diffolution. She recovered, however, in the morning. 

She was confined in the Conciergerie, where fhe remained to the fourteenth of Oftober 
when fhe was brought before the jury of the revolutionary tribunal, and underwent an 
examination on the feveral charges ; Chaveau and Tronchon-Ducoudray were appointed 
hercounfel, and on the fifteenth (he was brought to trial, and arraigned of a feries of 
crimes, which in the language of the indiftment comprehended not merely counter- 
revolutionary projects, but' all the enormities and vices of the Mefialinas, Brunehauts^ 
Fredegurides, and Medecis. 

•-• The aft proceeds to ftate, That fhe communicated to the enemy plans of the campaign, 

rand other intelligence— That the affair of the tenth of Auguft was the confequence of a 
horrible confpiracy againfl the nation formed by her intrigues ; and that, to promote her 
views, fhe kept the Swifs guards in a ftate of intoxication — That on that day fhe pre- 
sented the king with a piftbl, faying, c< This is the moment to fhew yourfelf \" and on 
. his refufing, called him coward— That fhe was alfo a principal agent in the internal war 
: with which France was then "diftrefled- ' *: 

■ The. laft charge was the moft infamous and moft incredible, it was as follows: — 
" That finally the widow Capet in every refpe ft immoral, and a new Agrippina, is fo 
' diffolute and fo familiar with all crimes, that forgetting her quality of mother, and the 
limits prefcribed by the law of nature, has not hefitated to proftitute herfelf to Charles 
Louis Capet, herfon; and; according to the confeffion of the latter, Ihe has committed 
indecencies with him, the very name of which (hikes the foul with horror." 
* There were above fifty witnefles examined on , various points, a maid-fervant gave in 
' evidence a converfation which fhe had formerly held with the duke of Coigny, in which 
: he complained of the immenfe .fums privately remitted by the queen to her brother during 
his war with the Turks ; and fome papers were referred to, from which it appeared that 
.the queen had drawn formoney on the treafury fmee the -revolution. 
. The charge concerning her favouring the anti-patriotic fentiments of the body-guards 

\ at Ver failles on the firffc of. Oftober, was better Supported, and we think on the whole, 

was proved j as well as her aftivity in promoting the flight of the royal family to 

Varennes. ' * 

It "appeared alio that ihe' had frequently been confulted by the king upon political 

fubjefts j that ftie had recommendedfome perfons to brevets in the gardes-du-corps 
1 that fhe treated.her fon with - regal refpeft was alfo proved.' But "the horrid charge of 

inceft was made upon the authority merely of fome indiftinft communications from the 

boy C^pet to the mayor of Paris, and was certified as follows, by/Hebert, deputy-attorney 

ofithe commune; fbthat young Capet whofe constitution became every day impaired, 

was furprifed by Simon in praftices deftruftive to his health/ and at his period of life 
very uncommon ; upon being afked who inftrufted him in thefe praftices, he replied, 
that it was his mother and aunt 3 and from his declaration in the prefence of the mayor 
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and attorney of the commune it appeared, that thefe two women had often made him 
ileep between them and had been accuftomed to the moft abominable indulgencies !" 

In anfivering to the interrogatories, upon the various queftions, fhe paflfed over that 
on the laft charge in filence, the tribunal was proceeding to hear another witnefs, when 
one of the jury defired an anfwer from the accufed on that charge — She collefted herfelf 
with an air of proud indignation, and faid — " I remained filent on that fubjeft, becaufe 
nature holds all fuch crimes in abhorrence," — then turning to the auditory with; 
animation exclaimed — cc I appeal to all mothers who are prefent in this auditory, if fuch, 
" a crime is poffible ! " 

A curious account of the evidence in fupport of thefe charges, and the efFeft which 
her behaviour produced upon Robefpierre, is given by Viiate, a young man of the 
revolutionary tribunal, The fcene paflfed during the trial, at a tavern near the Thuiileries, 
where he was invited to dine with Robefpierre, Barrere, and St. Juft. " Seated around 
the table," he fays, " in a clofe and retired room, they afked me to give them Tome 
leading features on the trial of the Auftrian. 1 did not forget that expoftulation of in- 
fulted nature when, Hebert accufing Antoinette of having committed the moft {hocking 
crime, (he turned with dignity towards the audience, and laid, " I appeal to the confcience 
and feelings of every mother prefent, to declare if there be one amongfl: them who docs. 
not fliudder at the idea of fuch horrors." Robefpierre, (truck with this anfwer as by aji 
ele&rical ftroke, broke his plate witJi his fork. " That blockhead Hebert !" cried he, 
" as if it were not enough that fhe was really a MeflTalina, he muft make her an Agrip- 
6C pina alfo, and furnifh her with the triumph of exciting the fympathy of the public in 
" her laft moments," ^ ^ - 

After the evidence had been gone through, Fouquier the public accufer, fubmitted to 
the jury the following queftions : 

I. Is it proved, that there exifted machinations and private intelligences with powerful 
foreign ftates, and other external enemies of the republic; fuch machinations and in- 
telligences tending to furnifh fuccours in money, and to give them ingrefs into the French 
territory, for the purpofe of facilitating the progrefs of their arms ? 

IL Marie Antoinette, is fhe convicted of having cooperated with thofe machinations, 
and of having entertained thofe intelligences ? 

III. Is it proved that there exifted a plot or confpiracy to light up a civil war in the 

heart of the republic ? 

IV. Marie Antoinette, is fhe convifted of having had a (hare in that plot and that 

confpiracy ? " . ... 

The jury after having deliberated about an hour, returned into the hall, and gave .a 

verdift, affirming all the quejlmis fubmitted to them. • 
The prefident then addrefled the following fpeech to the people : 

"If the citizens who comppfe the audience were not liberal men, and of confequence 
capable of feeling all the dignity of . their ftate, I ought, perhaps, to recal to their memory 
. that at the moment when the national juftice is about to declare the law, reafon and 
morality impofe upon them the greateft filence, and forbid every mark of approbation; 
and that a perfon, of whatever crimes they may be convifted, and attainted by the law, 
is then only entitled to pity and humanity," 

The queen was again brought in 
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Prefident — c< Antoinette, heat theVerdi&of the jury which tfafc then read. "You 

Jhall hear the queftions of the ■ public -accufer^" 

Fbuquier then (poke, anddemanded tKatftheaccufed fhould be condemned to die, con- 
formable to the firft article of the firft: fe&i on of the firft head of the fecond part of the 
penal code, which is thus expreffed : 

Every manoeuvre or intelligence with the enemies of France, tending to facilitate 
their* entrance into any part of the empire, whether it be to deliver up to them towns, 

• fortreffes, ports, or vefiels, appertaining to France,: or with furnifhirig\ them with fuccours 
innien, mon?y, provifions, or ammunition, or to favour in any' njaftner the progrefs of 

4 their arms on the French "territory, oragainft our forces vbyfea or land, whether by cor- 

* Ttipting the fidelity of the officers, foldiers, or other citizens, towards the- French nation,- 
ihall be puniflied with- death. 

And the Tecbnd article of the firft fe&ion of the firft" head of the fecond part of the 
fame code is thus exprefled*: 

" Every confpiracy and plot^ tending to trouble the ftate by a civil war, in arming 
citizens againft citizens, oragainft one another, ; or the exercife. of regal authority, fhalibe 
puniflied with death." : * ■ . 

The prefident called upon the accufed to declare, whether (he had ally obje&ion to 
-make to the fentence of the laws demanded by the public accufer. ... 

Antoinette bowed her head -in. token, of negative. 

Upon the fame demand being made of her defenders^ Tronchon fpoke, and. faid, 
• cc Citizen prefident, jhe declaration of the jury being rpxecife, and the law formal in 
this rdpeft, I announce, that my profeffional duty with regard to. the widow Capet is 
^terminated.". . " "-■< y /- / : . 

The prefident gathered the fuffragesof his colleagues, and pronounced; the following 
fentence: • t . ; 

" • **: The; tribunal, after the unanimous declaration of the jury, in conformity to the laws 

J cited^- condemns - -the faid- Marie' Antoinette, called of Lorraine and Auftria, ; widow of 
Louis Capet, to the- penalty of death, her. goods confiscated for the benefit of the.r^ 

^public; and this fentence ihall be> executed in the Placex>f the Revolution." 

M>rie Antoinette, during the whole of her trial,' preferred a calm and fteady counte- 

-nance.^During' the firft hours, of her trials fhe played. with her fingers upon the bar of 
th r e chair with an appearance of unconcern, and it feemed as if {he was playing on the 

: forte^iaiio- * ' ■ ' - - ~ : ■: .:/. , . . / ; 

"When flie heard her fentence rcad> fhe did not (hew the fmalleft alteration in her 

' cbutiten^ce, and left the hall without faying a fingle woxdjo the judges or to the people. 
It wasthfen half gaftfour o'clock in the morning, October the -fifteenth ; but, her firii)- 
»e&^ court to her dungeon^— f^e. bur ft into tears*, and 

wff ^ft^fed'of Her weafcnefs fhe obferved, that though fhe wept then, fhe fhould gp to 
the Scaffold With compofure; . - "... 

* - ; *4fc o?6fp;qk tite • general was- beat* At feven, the \shole. armed force was on foot ; 

• ^cai^6^' > ^re;'^^ited . upon? tai-ftjuares* and at the; exfyetni ties of the; bridges,; from the 
'j?a!ace tdiftie-Sqtiate -delat Revolution. . At ten o'clock, numerous patroje? patted Through 
the ftreets. At half paft eleven o'clock in the morning ; Marie Antoinette Was brought 
»ut of the prifon, drefled in a white difliabille. Like! other njajefa^or-s, Ihe was con» 
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dutted to the place of execution- Her hair from behind was entirely cut off, and her 
hands were tied behind her back. Befides her difhabille, Ihe wore a very fmall' white 
cap. Her back was turned to the horfe. During her trial, fhe wore a drefs of a black 
and white mixture. On her right was feated the executioner ; upon the left a conftitutional 
pried, belonging to the -metropolitan church of Notre-Dame, She was efcorted by numerous 
detachments of horfe and foot. - Henriot, Roniin, and Boulanger, generals of the revolu- 
tinary army, preceded by the reft: of their ftaff-officers, rode Before- 1 

An immenfe number of people crowded the ftreets, and cried " Vive la Republique, 
f c a bas la Tyrannie !" She feldom caft her eyes upon the populace, and beheld with 
indifference the great armed force of thirty thoufand men, which lined the ftreets in 
double ranks. 

: Her eyes though bent on vacancy,' did not conceal the emotion that was labouring at 

her heart — her cheeks were fometimes in a lingular manner ftreaked : with red, and 
fometimes overfpread. with deadly palenefs ; but her general look was that of indignant 
forrow. She reached the place of. execution about noon ; and when ftie turned her 
eyes towards the gardens and the palace, £he became vifibly agitated. She afcended the 
fcaffold with precipitation, and her head was in a moment held up to the people by the 
executioner. 

. Marie Antoinette was the eighth daughter of the emperor Francis the Firfl and the 
celebrated Maria Therefa- She was born at Vienna, the fecond of November, 175 5, 

and niarried on the Sixteenth of May; 1770. Her character has been pourtrayed in 
colours the moft oppofite, but even her warmeft advocates have admitted that jthe habits 
of her life were no more than what was cuftomary at court, and if they were vices that 
they were not hers. Unqueftionably it would be inequitable to judge her political con- 
dud prior to the revolution, by the rules of ordinary juftice, Gr the maxims of equality 
that fuperceded her greatnefs and her influence ; her intrigues in politics were no more 
than had been praftifed for feveral ages ; and if it muft be acknowledged that the court in 
which fhe prefided was the moft corrupt and intriguing in the world, it muft alfo be ad- 
mitted to have been in a great degree arifing from the necefiary nature of abufe, which 
iiever recedes but always progrelfes and extends its furface. It is to her moral conduct 
the mdft ferious charges have been laid ; againft this ferious obje£t of accufation, no 
other than a general anfwer has ever been given, unlefs in that heinous article which 
the infamous Hebert laid to her charge — of which the voice of humanity and candour has ac- 
quitted her j but her acquittal of this, nor that warning which her death has furnifhed 
to perfons placed in power, have not obliterated the loofenefs of her habits, and the 
licentious debauchery which fhe patronized while in the giddy career of uncontrolled 
power. Her memoirs written by Morand, the criminations expofed by the Scotch 
fanatic' lord George Gordon, which occafioned his imprifonment and death,* andkhe 
memorable tranfattions of the Necklace, with the Gardinal de Rohan and the coufitfe'ft 
-de la Motte, can never be erafed from her hiftory, whatever may be the fentiments 
vf compaffion and commifferation; excited by : her per fonai fufferings, and unhappy 

Amidft the ferious functions of legiflation, war, and judicial profecution, theieoii- 
irention had employed a committee' to regulate and correft the exifting mode of comput* 

ing time, and to adiuft :the meafures of it, and the defignation of periods, upon prindples 

Vol. IV. 4H j ha:: 
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more coherent and frgnifican*, than in the Calendar generally received in the nations of 
Europe. The irregularity of the number of days in the months was to be corre&ed, and 
names more exprefiive of the feafons adopted j.-the hebdomadal diftribution of the month 
was to be altered into a decadary arrangement, and the months to conftft of three 
equal portions of days, each decade named numerically, leaving thefurphis of days of 
the folar year, to form a fupplementary period at the clofe of each. To .the members o£ 
the committed of public inftru&ion who had charge of this operation, a painter and two 
poets were added, Fabre d'Eglantine, Chenier, and David, in order that the calender might 
unite tafte with philofophy, and on the fifth of O&ober the following decree was pre- 
fcnted as the bafis of the republican Calendar 

I. The French sera commences from the foundation of the republic, which took place 
on the twenty-fecond of September" 1792, of the vulgar sera, the day at which the fun 
arrived at the true autumnal equinox, entering the fign of the balance, nine hours 
eighteen minutes thirty feconds A. M« for the obfervatory of Paris. 

II. The vulgar sera is abolifhed for civil purpofes. . 

: ILL The commencement of each year is; fixed at midnight, the commencement of the 

day in which- falls the true autumnal equinox for the obfervatory of Paris, 

IV. The firft year of the French republic commenced at midnight, September tweaty- 
fecond, 179a, and ended at night between the twerity-firft and twenty-fccoad of Sep- 
tember, 1793. 

y. The decree which fixed the commencement of the fecond .year on. the firft of 
January 1792 is repeajed. All the afts dated the fecond year of the republic, from 
the : firft* of January to the twenty-fecond qf September 1793, are to be. confidered as 

belonging to the firft year of the republic- 

VI. The year is divided into twelve equal months of thirty days each, after which 
five fupplementary days are to be added to complete the three hundred and fixty-five days 
of the ordinary year. Thefe five days do not belong to any month. 

VII. Each month is divided into, three decades of ten days each. They lhall be dif; 
finguiftied into firft, fecond, and third- - 

: VI1L The twelve months, the fiye fupplementary days, and the ten days of : the decade, 
/hall be named ordinally — the firft, fecond, third month, &c. the firft, fecond, third 

fopplementary - day ; the firft, fepond, third day of the firft, fecond, third decade. 
Nevenhelefs, whenfpeaking of a very late period, we may fay the fifteenth or twentieth 

day of the firft, fecond or third month of the year, &c. 

. IX. The years which ftiall receive an intercalary day !a§ the pofition of the equinox 
Jhall require, now called Biffe$til§, or Eroboljfnic, are^named Olympic. The period of 
four years* ending with an Olympic year, is called an Olympiade. 
Ojli^SaThe intercalary day of the Olympic year lhall always be placed after the five fup? 
^uientary . days ; it (hall be called the day of the revolution. 

vjnMr. The day froip midnight tq ipidnjght is divided; into ten parts, each part into ten 

G^^y ^d.: £0 Qn to the leaft meafurabl^ portion, of time. This article ihali not be 
i&5gpi}ifory for public ads till ; the firft d^y of the third year of ithe republic. 
jXHv/i^he committee of public inftruftion is charged to caufe the new Calendar to be 



j^ted in rfjfFf rent iomh WiJtk-a ijraple >ittftru3^6ni«ia explain its;nioft familiar, principles 



and ufes, 
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: Xllt. The tie w Calendar (hill be Tent -to all the municipalities, adminiftrative bodies^ 
tribunals, juftictfs of the peace, notaries/ profeflfors, popular focieties, and to the armies.: 

: XIV, The minutes of the convention, the a&s of the executive .council, thofe of the* 
adminiftrative bodies, of the tribunals, and all public atts, lhall be dated in future ac- 
cording to the new Calendar of the republic, r 

XV. All profeflbrs, teachers, fathers and mothers of families, and .all perfons em- 
ployed in the education of children, fhall explain to them the new Calendar, according 
to the printed inftf uttion- 

XVI. Every four years, on the day of the revolution, civic~games lhall be celebrated, 
in commemoration of the French revolution, ..... . , ♦ 

' XVII. The fecond year of the republic commenced, according to the old Calendar^, 
on the twenty.fecond of September 1793, at midnight, the true autumnal equinox 

for the obfervatory of Paris, three hours, feven minutes, nineteen fecond?,. 

a. m. ■ "* ; - ' : 

NEW FRENCH CALENDAR. . - 



falling, 



4 * 



FOR THE YEAR, 1793 , COMMENCING SEPTEMBER THE TWENTY-SECOND^, 



French Names. 



Englijh. 



Term. * 



Duration*. 



r V 

Vmd^miaire Vintage Month from Sept. 22 to Oft, 21 incL 30 dap* 



autumn* < 1 Brumaire " • Fog Month 



winter 



Frimaire 
Nivos 

Pluv'tQS 

Ven'os 
Germinal 



SPRING- 



SUMMER. 



Flo m eat 

Priaireal 
Mejfidor 

Tbermidor 
Fruttidor 



Sleet Month 

Snow Month 
Rain Month 
Wind Month 

Sprouts Month 
Flowers Month 
Palture Month 

Harveft Month 
Hot Month 

Fruit Month 



Ott. 22 to Nov. 20 
Nov. 21 to Dec. 29. 

Dec. 21 to Jan. 19. 
Jan, 20 to Feb. 18 
Feb. 19 to Mar. 20 

Mar. 2\ to April 1 9 
April 20 to May 19 > 
May 20 to June 18 

June 19 to July 18 



Aug 



19 to Aug 17 
1 8 to Sept, 16' 



f 



SANS CULOTTIDES * OR FEASTS DEDICATED TO. 



1 * 



Les Virtus 
he Genie 
Le Travail , 
U Opinion 
lies recompenjes 



The Virtues 

Geniufe 
Labour 
Opinion 

Rewards 



September 17 
September 18 
September 19 
September 20 

September 21 



t I 



30.. . • 

30 : 

30. 

3° i 

3° 

30. 

30 

3P, 

360 dafil 



1 

1 

1 




* * This denomination was changed at a fubfequent period, whefi the name of Sanfculptte wa§ affumed 
fey every- -ruffian and- affaiTuv TJie fimple fighification of <€ fans culofte," is u without breeches th$ 
queen had applied it as a farcafm on the reprefentatives of the people * implying that fellqws withtmt 

breeches had become the governors j thenceforward it was adopted as a title of pride by the republican^ 
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The intercalary day of every fourth year is to be called la saks cxjlottide, on 

"which there is to be a national renovation of their oath, to live free or die H 

The month is to be divided into three Decades, the days of which are called, from 
the Latin numerals,— 

■ 

1, Primdi 4. Quartidi 7. Septidi 

2 m Duodi 5. Quintidi 8. Oftodi 

3. Tridi 6. Sextidi 9. Nonodi, and 

10. Decadi, which is to be the day of reft. 

On the eighth of October, Delaunay of Angers made a report of two hours length on 
the New India-Company created by Calonne. The report drew a mod hideous portrait 
of the ci-devant minifter of finance, and fhewed how corrupted, the old fyftem of govern- 
ment mult have been which employed as its principal agents fuch chara&ers as Calonne. 
The new company which he created afforded the moft indubitable evidence of the 
wickednefs of that minifter, who had only been rendered illuftrious by his crimes. The 
company, according to the report, was creditor of the nation for more than fifty millions, 
■while the proprietors of ftock had been ruined by the brokers Lecouteaux, d'Efpagnac, 
and others- Delaunay propofed the plan of a decree, of which : the following are the 
heads : — 

I. The India company is fupprefied. No trading company, no merchant, fhall hence- 
forth take the name of India-Company* 

1L The adminiftrators of the India- Company, fhall give in their accounts to the 
nation. 

IIL They fhall immediately reimburfe the funis for which they'are indebted to the 

public treafury, 

IV. All the fhips and magazines of the IndiaXompany fhall be Tequeftrated, and com- 
mitted to the difpofal of the minifter of marine- 

On the feventeenth of October, the national commiflioners at Nice notified that the 

cc little dejpot of Naples" had declared war againft the republic. 

A report had been prefented to the convention on the thirtieth of September, contain- 
ing ail expofition of ftockjobbing, and the machinations of the Englifh government to 
promote it, in order to create diftrelfes and deftroy the refources of the republic, forty 
Englifhmen;. among whom Was a major-general, were feized at Abbeville and its neigh- 
bourhood, and a vaft quantity of forged affignats found upon them, together with a 
correfpondence with leveral brokers in various cities of France ; meafurcs were at once 
determined upon againft the brokers, and the confiscation of all property of whatever 
defcription belonging to the Englifh fubje&s* The hatred of the convention was alfo 
excited by advices from Toulon, by a letter from P. A. Adet, to the minifter of marine, 
dated September the twenty-feventh, he reported that two of the national reprefentatives had 
been put. to death by tire Engliftn who had inftituted a revolutionary tribunal, compofed 
of Englifh and Spanilh officers, by whofe fentence Beauvais-Preau formerly mayor of 
Toulon, and then a reprefentative, was publicly hanged ; Pierre Bayle another repre- 
: Tentative was privately ftrangled in a prifon for fteadily declaring his attachment to the 

*epublic. 
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Delaunny of Angers, iifthe name of the three committees of commerce, public fafety, 

finances, and the commiflion of five, — 

Citizens — You have charged us to examine the decree of the feventh of September, 
and the petition which was prefented to you for the confifeation of all property lodged 
in France belonging to nations at war with the republic ; in all their motives and through 
ail their confequences. Little meditation was necefiary, to convince your united com- 
mittees that this queftion was conne&ed with the general movement, the moft powerful 
interefts, the revolution and liberty. 

The petitioners have taken part in our difcuflions. All circumftances have been 

weighed, confulted, and maturely meditated. Diverging opinions have been analyzed 
and I am . commiffioned to prefent you with the refult. 

My prefent bufinefs is to lay before you objections, and their anfwers ; doubts, and 
the motives of decifion. Nothing can be more refpe&able than the intentions of thofe 
who have advifed the univerfal confifeation of all property whatever in France, appertain- 
ing to foreigners, whofe government is at war with us. The objeft has been to deprive 
our enemies of every refource, .which their induftry or their intrigues may have drawn 
from France to employ againft herfeif ; the end is defirable, ought to be attained, and 
is attainable ; but whether attainable or not by the plan of .confifeation, as propofed to 
you, is the queftion. We have been told, in the convention, in the petition, and in our 
difcuflions, that our commerce, by its nature and prefent fituation^ is debtor to foreign 
powers in large fiims, which it is propofed to confifcate for the benefit of the re- - 
public. 

Your committees, Citizens, among the motives which Jead to favour or to rejeft this, 
propofition,- have omitted to take one into confideration, which is not, however, without 
its weight : namely, that commercial debts are not the confequence of any treaty between 
government and government, but tranfa&ions merely between individual and individual. 
Hence there appears to be an indubitable immorality in confifeation, abfolutely contrary 
to the principles that have been moft folemnly confecrated by our revolution ; for it would 
be to injure the faith due from man to man, and the univerfal probity of which we have 
publifhed the eternal code. We have, however, laid thefe political obfervations afide, 
that we might examine the propofed confifeation in that fenfe only under which it has 
been prefented ; that is with relation to its pofitive utility. Hence we have aflumed as. 
a principle that, in a ftate of . war, efpecially in a ftate of revolution, whatever is noxious 
to the enemy, and contributes to the fafety of the nation, is neceffarily juft and lawful. . 
In this .point of view confifeation preferits under the afpeft of the natural right of reprifal, 
in which cafe it may be faid that there is only an account to fettle. 
. It isfuppofed in thefyftem of confifeation, that the commerce of France is more ex* 
tenfive than the individual commerce of * England. This principal argument of the . 
petitioners, in our difcuflions, was affumed by , them on the ground that population is in 
France three times as great as it is in England. Therefore, fay they, the wants of , 
twenty-five millions of individuals being fuperior to thofe of eight millions, the debt 
refulting from the exchange of wants muft be againft us, to the profit of ourfelves, 
and in the ratio of the comparative population. You will eafily perceive, citizens, that 

ihis argument is inimical to the fyftem of confifeation j for, if we are to decide by the 
. . : Yx>l, IV. . : , 4 I . 
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• illative population, we rauft compare our. own number with thofe of our enemres. In 
a general queftion, we muft not finale out the Englifh ; we muft include all i the nations. 
With whom we are at war; and this, according to; the arguments of the- petitioners, 
confifcation^ by way of reprifal, will be greatly to our lofs; fince the lofs will, be in: 

. proportion to the inferiority of our population compared to the whole of our enemies, 
united. But this argument itfelf is merely an affumption, Your commutes! have' com- 
miffioned me only to ftate it to you, becaufe of its deceptive nature, when Severally. 

. applied to the powers with which we are at war ; the delufion vanilhes whea- the. general 
balance between our population and that of our enemies, is ftated. In line, your com- 
niktees, after having laid- afxde mere hypothetical theories as inextricable labyrinths, have 

, el ewhcre fought thofe real docum^nis which calculation and experiment afford. . 

We therefore begin by fubmitting to you the general ftate of our individuaLcommerc<r 
and the balance it bears to that of England and Holland, eftimating the relative debt ac- 
cording, to the- beft attefted fa&s. No perfon certainly will deny, that the Englifh ihave 

: fecured to'themfelves-the chief* trade of Europe, by affiduoufly and inceflantly Supplying, 
the wants of a*l nations. This proof is unanfwerable. 1 he Englifh government an- 
nually draws from commercial induftry, a publicrevenue b£ more; than three hundred mil- 
lions ; they thus artifically, but wonderfully, raife themfelVes.to one of the firft powers of 
the world. - Reduced- to its population and the fiinple produ&ions of its foil, England 

•would politically rank itfelf among the inferior nations of Europe, • 

But, how is it that England maintains this extenfive commerce ?- By. eveny where 
obtaining an immenfe credit ; by bills of exchange at ftated terms s and, in a word, by 

lbng remaining debtor to every other people; :: 

• The man muft be entirely ignorant of the practical elements.of commerce, and the: 
circulation of credit throughout Europe, who^ ihould; conteft this fad, or deceive himfelf 
concerning the {landing debt of the Englifli to all Europe. This enormous debt is a con- 
tribution levied by them on^ every other nation. : ' 

- We (hall now pafs from this general^ view of the commercial fyftem and: profound 
policy of the Engliih, and examine their particular fituation with refpect to France,, that 
we may the better judge of the certain effeds of confiscation. - - .'si. 

- Our firft queftion will 1 be, What have the Engliflvdone fince the commencement of the 
.revolution ; -and efpecially fince the affignats have considerably funk in t their value,[ when 
, applied to the purchafe of wrought and raw n\aterials, and the price. paid for theni in. gold 
.^ndfilver? ' - ; 

< The Englifh, whofe bills of exchange are paid in fpecie in their own country, have 
taken* advantage of the rate of exchange to make their purchafes in France. Hence they* 
have long purchafed for one hundred pounds, the fame materials for which the French 
-have been obliged to pay two hundred. What ismore, the French- have paid ready 
-money, while the EnglUh have given bills; -ofr exchange, • drawn upon themfelves,' at a 
.ftated time. This time has been regulated by the^ degree of credit they have procured 
upon France ; and their-' bills are the rneaiurei of the quantity, of their debt to us,, and 
reprefent the claims -we have upon them.' 

Thus, without any dilburfements, and with bills of exchange alone, the Englifh* have 
-found, not only an immenfe crediun France^ but likewife the means of gaining one or 

two hundred per cent- by their bargains, They have taken this occafion of* prpviding r at 
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the cheapeft rate, Hot only for their own actual wants, but for tHr future wants of all 
Europe, and even of ourfelves. 

No perfon can deny, that the Englifh had. made enormous purchafes of all our com-. 
jnodUies* Hereafter, no doubt, their projects will be deftruftive- to themfelves* : they 
have meditated the ruin of our trade and manufactures, by preparing for the mod un- 

1*1/1* Tu. LI L* "Y3 « • i • fi lr 9 * 1 1 _£* 11* 



alfhip over th 



vaft confpiracy, they will find their 



own deftru&iori , for, from the prefent. tendency of: Europe, it is eafy to perceive that 
luxury, this la ft tyrant of nations and fcourge of freedom, muft foon perifh ; and with it 
thofe hoarded aliments, which England had deftined for its exiftence* 

, In the mean time, it is (till true that this monopoly exifts, and that all our manufactures 
have been purchafed to be Cent abroad, and all our magazines emptied for foreigners*. 
It is equally true that we. are the creditors and not the - debtors of there foreigners $ 

efpecially of the Englifh,. who have paid us only in. bills of exchange. 



What then would 



con 



fifcat 



credit 



the magnificient prefent of our merchanc 
,the-thing and of its value ? 

We have thus far, Citizens,, only ftated 



not make the Englifn 
:ev owe us : that. is, *of 



of 



tions, our prefent enemies 



• ^— ■ 1 w ^ a m ■ • 

the chief articles of luxury ; that is, with painting, fculpture, glafs, embroidery, filks^ 
and- furniture of every kind. For two years paft prodigious ^quantities of thefe various 
objects, have. been, purchafed in prance; and it is but juftthat^hLe. debt contracted fhould 
be; entirely .paid. Ought we frith, our own hands, to annihilace ithis mafs.of credit? 
Rather let us feek the certain means of recovering our capital in- the fliorteft way poffible. 



This is. what we hav< 
fatal to the republic: 
effe&s will foon be pi 



- j 

means of recovering and. not of confifcating 

♦ 

imiflioned:mc: to ftate confifcation to you ui 



another very important point of view; — I mean the fums which the French poflefs ia 
.the foreign funds^ and thofe which foreigners have placed in the public funds of France. 
Every one will agree that the fums placed by F*a&ce in the foreign funds are connderable.. 



it 

fund 



head 



funds 



fpe&ion of the regifters, in. which 

is fuffieient to. prove, that confifcation would not afford us a; fum equal to four days of 
common sxpenee ; whereas, our. enemies, by way of reprifal would, gain very conftder 
able fums ; perhaps fufficient for the expences of a whole campaign againft the republic %. 

" " " i • « Dro du£t;s; . the chief of which are de» 



if 



p'ofited in Holland. In thefe great points, therefore, confifcation. would be exceedingly 
prejudicial to \Franc.e-. ■ < 

t. Yfou haye next, Citizens, to confider territorial property^ as well as that poffefled by , 

foreignejscpii..the,lands;of; the. republic, as that .pofleffed by. the French in foreign. coua. 
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tries. And here confifcation ought to be confidered under two points of view. With 

refpeft •to real value, it is certain that the gain would be trifling ; and as to political 
benefit it would be nearly null. There is fcarcely any territorial property acquired in 
France, by '\he Englifli, and efpecially by the Dutch, which does not belong to thereat 
friends of* our revolution ; to men who have preferred the land of liberty to their place 
of birth ; or to others whom the love of our revolution has driven from their country, 

and who, confiding in our good faith and that hofpitality which our laws and proclama- 
tions have promifed, have come and intruded us with fuch remains of fortune as they have 
wrefted from tyranny. 

No, Citizens, traitors and fpies do not publicly become proprietors; and thofe, who 
by ties of property have united their fate to that of our revolution-, are not the men 
\vhofe ruin the patriots require ; or whom they would think it politic to punifti, by con- 
fifcation, for having loved France and freedom. I mult again remind you, Citizens, 
how little fuch confifcation would be lucrative, while it would enfure reprifals far different 
in value ; efpecially with refpedt to thofe numerous French patriots who have great 
property in Holland, and on the borders of the Rhine, where they cherifh and maintain 
the feeds of our revolution* 

And here, citizens, we might fubmit other confiderations ftill more material to you, 
and perhaps more decifive, but that your prudence would blame us, were we to mention 

them at the prefent moment. Befides, your united committees have fuppofed that the 
motives we have already ftated will be fufficient to fix your judgement. 

I fhall conclude by a laft and moft important refieftion. A wifli is gone forth that we 
fhould furround ourlelves by an impenetrable barrier, which fhould render all points of 
contact between the French and other nations impoffible. But is not this wifh the very 
lame which our moft open enemies have manifefted ? Was it not to accomplifh this 
that Pitt has excited every power of Europe againft us ? Had this wifli of Pitt been 
completely realized, would not famine very likely have overturned the republic ? Would 
not the accomplifhment of this wifli have confined within ourfelves, as an impenetrable 
fecret, that facred revolution which ought to be revealed to all nations ; teaching them 
- their eternal rights, and infpiring them with the love of liberty and the hatred of tyrants 
and their infamous fupporters ? Had this fame wifli of Pitt been effected, would not 
England have become the fubftitute of France in her commerce with the whole world? 
And would not this new conqueft of her induftry have fupplied her witn the certain 
means of prefcribing laws to Europe ? In fine, would not this perfidious wifli have de- 
ftroyed every fpring of our exterior policy, in favour of the people againft defpots ? 
And what dangers might we not then have to expedt from the profound cunning of 
all the Cabinets of Europe ? Let us timely perceive this fatal fnare : let us be certain 
that the wifli of Pitt and Cobourg cannot be that of patriots - y and let us not, by our 
owh r a&> realize that which the combined efforts of our enemies could not effeft 
" againft us. * 

Here followed the decree by which the property appertaining to all foreigners except 
Spaniards was fecured. 

On the twenty-fecond of O&ober it was decreed that all the priefts taken in arms 
againft the republic fhould be put to death, and that all the clergy who had not taken the 

conftitutional oaths, who were under fixty years of age, fhould be baniflied to Guiana. - 



1 
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The advices frorii Toulon, from Lyons, * from Vendee, and the infurre&ions promoted 

by the^clergy ; VJhe j 'dete&ion of plots and the feizure of royal fpies and confpirators, had 
raifed the phrenzy of many members of the convention to the utinoft pitch. The French 
•admiral TurgofF had been purchafed by the.' Bf itifli, and had joined their fleet at Toulon, 
a letter from him to the republican commandant Lalahde, dated " September feven, the 
firft year of * the reign of Louis XVII." was read on the twenty-fixth September in the 

convention, and - excited a' violent ferment ; it occafioned the rage of the mountain t9 
be turned oh the accufed deputies,- and it was propofed in the heat of debate and decreed 
with loud acclamations, " that the committee fhould produce before noon of the next day 
the aft of 'accufatibn againflBriffot and the-refty under pain of being declared infamous \" 
but it was' -not till the third of October that' the charge was prefented by Amar in the 
name 'of the committee of .public fafety, and on the twenty-fourth of the fame month 
their trial commenced. ' 

-The fub fiance of the accufation was at length founded on a fort of .fportive party ro- 
mance written by CamilleDefmoulins on Briflbt and the Briffotins ; 'arid'what was meant 
by the author merely' to excite a laugh, was diftorted to ferve this horrible purpofe. 
:€amiiie, it isfaid remonftrated loudly on this perverfion of his intentions, and disclaimed 
any participation in the guile. He declared that the charges were only extravagancies of 
his own imagination, and that he could not fupport any of them by evidence. This re- 

monftrance \yas ineffectual, and the romance formed part of the indittment, which was 

'filled up' with charges of l royalifm and federalifnv "* 

: The witneffes; in fupport ' of the 'charges confided principally of the chiefs of the 
municipality of Paris,' who j were the original accufers. But the defence which the prifo* 
,ners made was fo entirely deftru&ive of the accufation, that though the judges and the 
jury had bound up their nature to this execrable deed ; though the' audience, like the 
•tribunes of the Jacobins and the convention, applauded this crime, the eloquence of the 
.accufed drew iron tears down their cheeks, and convinced the whole tribunal of . the 
infamy and falfehood of the charges. Imagine the remorfe with which the minds of ! the 
'jury muft have been wrung when their employment compelled them to* drefs out- matter 
'for condemnation from the abfurd and lying fables of the confpirators, who were called 
as witnefles to the indiftment ; while, to the demonftration even of the moft perverfe and 
•ignorantj the prifoners refuted every charge with triumph on their accufers ; and if 
•any fufpioion had exifted with refpett ' to their patriotifm : or love of the republic, the 
-profecution would -have ferved to difpel-it. 

* The- judged, as well as the ; jury, although determined to execute their atrocious com* 
vmiffion, -faw that the defence of the prifoners would carry conviction to the minds 
•of: the audience, who, npt with (landing their being hired by the accufers, began to fhew 
figns of compaflion. The court, therefore, wrote to the convention to inform them, 
x that ;if the trials were permitted to proceed, the formalities of the law would reduce 
-them to extreme difficulties ; and obferved, that in a revolutionary procefs it was not ne- 
•ceffary to ; be incumbered with troublefome witnefies, or a long . defence. This wicked 
epiftle was fupported 1 by a -deputation from the Jacobins, who fpoke a ftill plainer lan- 
guage, by demanding a decree, that the accufed, fhould be condemned whenever the jury 
Should .feel themfelves ; cc fufficiently inftrucled^ without attending to .the whole of the 
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.charge,. , or hearing what . the., prifoners might have to allege in their defence, ; To this 

meafure the fociety was urged by the municipal witnefles, who were flung with- fhaijie at 
Teeing their perjuries unveiled. , . 

The decree, empowering the jury «to flop the profecution at whatever period they 
'thought proper, was . virtually pronouncing the fentence of death : and the tribunal, 
releafing themfelves from the torture they were, compelled r to iyffer, while their consciences 
were every hour more and more loaded with the conviction of the innocence of the 
; vi6lims whofe judicial murder they were bound to perpretrare, loft, no- timejii : declaring „,v 
, that they were fufficiently inftrufted. 

* Alas ! in, what were " they fufficiently inftru&ed ?" That the men they were going to 
condemn, were thofe who were the mpft diftinguiflied for talents, and were devoted to 

the eftablifhment of the republic, of \yhich they w ^yere the founders. Were not. this 

fahgumary'jury fufficiently inftrutted, that it was for their virtues, .and not their crimes, 

that .thefe vi&ims haxlbeen dragged before them ? and yet with all the conviction on their 

"minds, they coolly. commanded the murder. 

This atrocious condemnation was rempnftrated againft ; by the prifoners in vain. In 
/Vain they alleged, that againft:fome of them no .evidence whatever had been r heard ; that 
their names had fcarcely been mentioned at: the. tribunal ; and that, whatever pretence the 
jury might have for calling themfelves fufficiently inftrutted refpe£ting< the reft, they could 

not be • informed of the crimes of thofe agajinft whom : no, witnelles had appeared. The 
court, flickering themfelves under the.fan&ion of .a : de.cree, were little inclined to give the 
reafons of their «convidtion*; and therefore replied to the .argunients of the. prifoners,' by 
ordering the military force to take them from the tribunal. Valeze, in a tranfport ot 
jndignation, ftabbed himfelf before the courU Briflbt, Vergniaud, Genfonne, Lafource, 
Tonjfrede, Sillery, Ducos, Carra, Duperret, Gardieny Dupratj cFauchetj B.eauvais, 
,Duehaftel, . Mainvielle, Xacaze, Lehardy, Boileau, Anteboul, and Yigee, : were led to 
Execution , on the following day. Vergniaud, having a prefage of his impending fate, 
Jiad early . provided himfelf with poifon; ,.but rinding that iris you^g; friend.s Fpnfrede.and 
.pucos, who he had.fome hope : would.be (pared,, were companions ; of his : misfortune, he 
igave.the phial to the officer. of the guard, refolyed to ^vait the ; appointed moment, : and to 
perifh with. them. .BrifTot, who was always diftinguiffied .as a^ m^n of uncommon cou- 
rage, appeared, perfectly, tranquil ; Carra and F.auchet, in fome amotion ; : Boileau, and 
Lafource. were in diftiabille ; Ducos. and .Fonfrede, well dreffed. When nBoileau was 

-alked if he had chofen an official defender? heilaid ,he had ; giyenno;tie.e tororie, and u 
fee. mould refufe, he mu ft make as good, a defence for himfelf f a§;he coukL ' ;An.tiboul, 
"when alkedof what profe/Iionhe : was..? faid, ",.a defender of the riglns of •. th« . people, 
land, a perfecutor. of tyrants/' The aft of accufation calls Sillery " -the djfljQ.noured conn- 

dant.of a.cpnt ; emptible prince," . 

.The fubftance rof the,a& of accufation has-been already detailed* reciting the. inatter 
.of the two reports .which, had been presented; to. the. convention . concerning. them. It is 
^remarkable,' that among the primes . laid : to -their charge, are ftated, -the ; haying - caufed 
war to be , declared, firftagainft Auftria,; and afterwards againftrEnglandand .Holland, . The 
.chiefs of. the /mountain party,, indeed,.: pr oteft ed again ft the latter rmeafure ; .and if we 
/confider . the pains ..vhich, the. Gironde party took to, avoid it, - -it Js pnly/airito conclude 

"that a rupture with great Britain was equally, unpopular with both parties. 
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.;■ The article, however* on, which .they were convi&ed was, having eoitfpired againft tile 
junky and indiyifibly of the republic, by exciting a rebellion in the departments of the 
fouth and in that of Calvados. They were condemned at midnight, whenihey returned 
;to their prifon they gave the appointed fignal of their fate to their fellow- prifoners by a 
.parody of the chorus of the Marleillois hymn — " .Contre nousde la tyrannie — L'entandard 
fanglant eft levc%" On the thirteenth of O&ober twenty-one of thcfe deputies, viz. 
-Brifibt, Vergniaud, Genfonnc, Duprat, Lehardi, Ducos, Fonfrede, Boiieau, -Gardien, 
^uchaftel, Sillery, Fauchet, Dufriche, Duperret, Lafource, Cam, Beauvais, Mainville, 
Antiboul, Vigee and Lacaze, were conveyed from the prifon. to. the Place de la Revolu- 
tion, and executed. They met their fate with all the calmnefs of innocence and the 
.dignity of heroic virtue, breathing their laft vows for the fafety of the republic. 
. Briifot was a native of Chartres and the fchool-fellow of Petion, between them fubfif- 
.ted a ftrong friendfhip ; he left behind him a work which throws much light on the hiftory 
of the revolution ; it was compofed and prepared for. publication on the twenty-third of 

May, a week before the profcription of himfelf and his friends ; in this he aflerts that the 
whole .truth had opt been told by either party from the commencement of the revolution $ 
.that fear governed them all from firlt Xo lalt ; and that to the operations of the: fac- 
tious, might be attributed the grearer number of evils that had afflicted France.. Many 
important facls are alfo accounted for, though it is apparent that with all his juftty 

.acknowleged : candor he had been unde the.genera! influence of fe^r himfelf, and 'of 'a 
reliance upon; theoretical combinations to account for events which were the refult of 

oppofite caufes- : We have the charattenof Brifibt drawn by two perfons who knew 
>him intimately, than whom none appear to .have been more capable of appreciating his 
.talents and his virtues, Madame Roland .and the minUter .Garat ; the latter has furvived 
,hirn, and fifing above the refentments .which might have been excited by a cenfure of 
. Brifibt on thatminifter, he does juftic e. to, the memory of .his miftaken* friend, and difplays 

his taleitts and his virtues with allthe generofity of ,genius.and the franknef? of virtue* 

,< Among.rhe members of the right <fide,. whofe death has.fhed immortal honours on their 
lives and talents/ fays . Garat, * there were fome men, friends dear to my heart. Jn our 
common intercourfe with the world, I had frequently met with BrilTot ; and amid thofe aro- 
gant, yet frivolous flaves, whofe meannefs of .mind, was partially veiled by their drefs and 
oftentation of luxury, he and I had communicated to each other fome of thofe fentiments 
.which . minds truly free alone could know, fome of thofe hopes which none but philofophers" 
.could conceive. He fought for ideas in books and languages more than in his own mind, 
lie wrote more than he meditated. His paffion for truth being more ardent than founded 
on found reafon and true difcernment, often entangled him in thofe quarrels, in which at fi^ft 
it is only fome doffcrine that is the matter of contett, afterwards the difpute becomes wholly . 
perfonaL But amidll extraordinary activity and . extreme poverty his morals had always 
..appeared fim pie and pure; his ambition to have no obje&but the liberty and the welfare 
.of theipeople. Tlnfe fentiments and his turn of mind, were in him rather religion than 
^hiioiophy. Although paflionately fond of glory, he would have.confented to bury him- 
felf in everlafiing obfeurity, to have converted mankind into a congregation of quakers, 
:> tp have become the ::Penn -of Europe— and this man was to die as abufy-body of intrigue 

ois a a ;i confp fc iyatQr.- ' . . Such was the character of ■ Briflbt drawn by Garat j ,hear mac&nis 



3 i8 ■ HISTORY OF FRANCE, [1793. 

• Roland fpeak.— c The fimplicity of Briffot's manners, his franknefs, his natural negli- 
gence, feemed to me in perfect harmony with the aufterity of his : principles : bW A l 

. found in him a fort of lightriefs of mind and character which was not very confident 
with the ferioufriefs of a philofopher. This difpofition always gave me uneafinefs, and 
his enemies always took advantage of it. The more I became acquainted with him, the 
. greater was my efteercu . It is impoflible for any one to unite a more perfect difiriterefted- 
,.nefs to a more ardent zeal for the public fervice, or feel with fo perfeft a forgetfulnefs of 
/his own irtfereft a greater defire of doing good. . But his writings are more fitted than his 
-perfonlto effett it, .becaufe they have all the authority which reafon, juftice, and know- 
ledge give to literary works, while his figure from its want of dignity infpires no reFpecit. 
He is the beft of human beings ; a good hufband, a tender father, a faithful friend, and 
. a virttyous citizen. . His converfation is as mild as his chara&er is eafy. Confident even 
to imprudence, gay and fprightly as a youth of fifteen, he was formed to live with the 
wife and be the dupe of the "wicked. As a well-informed politician^ and ftudying during 
his whole life the different relations of fociety, and the means of procuring the greater 
quantity of happinefs for the human race, he was well acquainted with the nature : of mah^ 
. but altogether ignorant of the chara&ers of men. He knew that vice exifted, but he 
never could believe him to be a vicious man who fpoke to him with an open countenance"; 
and when he difcovered fuch perfons he treated them as fools whom he ought to pity, 
without taking any precautions againft them. He could not hate; his mind though very 
fufceptible, had not folidity enough for fo vigorous a fentiment. His knowledge was 

fo extenfive, that all literary labour was to him extremely eafy; and he compofed a 

treatife with the fame facility as another would copy a fong; an experienced eye will 
therefore difcern in his works, together with an excellent fund of information, the hafty 
touches of a rapid and fometimes a flight mind. His activity, his good humour, never 
refufing to join in any thing that he thought ufeful, have given him the air of meddling 
in every thing, with thofe who want capacity to meddle in any thing, and have fubje&ed 
him to animadverfions as an intriguer, by thofe who were defirous to be intriguers or to 
-find fault-, A curious kind of an intriguer indeed ! a man who never thought of himfelf, 

• or even the intereft of his friends ; as incapable, as averfe to look after his own concerns ; 
who is no more afliamedof poverty than afraid, of death, confidering both as the frequent 
rewards of real public virtues* 

. , 6 Cohfecrating the whole of his time to the revolution, without any other - motives 
.than wifhing to -fee. the.. triumph of truth, and concurring in the eftablifliment of the 
public good; working diligently at his Journal, ^which he might eafily have made a 
goodfubject of fpeculation, but contenting himfelf with the moderate (hare allowed him 

• by his .partner. His wife modeft as himfelf with much prudence and great ftrength of 
•mind formed a feverer judgment of things,. She had turned her attention conftantly fi.nce 

tliei? marriage towards the United States of America, as the place moft fuited to their 
,tafte and their. manners, and where it was eafy to live with a fmalL income. . Briflbt had 
.made a voyage, ;thither,. and they wer.e on the point of departure when the revolution; fixed 

them in France. • . ..... . 

; * It was originally the intention of . Robefpierre to have put to death Briffot and Genfonrie 
only 5 cruelty which is fo conftantly . united with cowardice, would not permit -hkn'to 
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pfoppfe afoncefoftujjendou&'a^ 'and BiHaad} mrde'^^toftgk^; 

nefo for his' deficiency and (Confirmed the Fate of the whole* ^ ? • - " : 

. Prom the: admirable woiikS of .Garat,; who' was minifies bf juftite at this j^Hbdr ;*H<ftrtT' 

that he felt a- deep, inters ft in the fate of theidejSutibiand conniving ah hope from tH^n v 5tuM v " 
goodnds of heart which Danton: veiled under at rough exterior and aifoHotoos' voice,- h^waiti : 
ed on him ; Danton' complained of illhefs, but it wasrrhe effedbof pWfouftd^i^ arfdcdh-' 
fternation at what was going oik- cc l cannot fami tfrent" . were the fifft^wbfds he littered - 
to Garat, ; before ; the latter had \ytt fpbkeni ■ They converged, - and' while he fp r oke r i; tlie 
gigantic ftrength of Dantbri ftemed; toilariguifh ;> tears fell ihi bi£ round drops db^^hSt : 
court tenancfe* the caft 'and.exprbffioii^of: which fd ftrcfagly correfybiided with hi^'mtofbu- 
lar pbwerv hi^ thundering.' voice, and etietg&ic mindJ Butib WaPtba'ctear' th^rio^Hdpe; 
coiild now be entertained!; fear pervaded every meniber of the ihotimaifl, arid their : pei>- 
fonai fecurity prevented thofe from interpofingwhoTnightfoy that drturrtftatrcebd included 
in the common: profcription. He waited on Robert, another member' of the raoiintainV 
but they were both perfuaded . that all defended on Robefpierre'; that if he demanded it^ 
Mood would be fhed-. He waited dn-Robefpierre himfelfr-but he:Was inerrable, c 
Thefe prbfcriptioris were followed by others over which alfb* the fcieince's^and thcf vir-; 
tues wepU Immediately after the execution of the Gironde, madame Roland - -the' wife 7 . 
of the profcribed minifter, was fent to the prifon of St, Pelagie- Her hulbaiid had fled 
on the thirty-firft pf May* When brought before the revolutionary tribunal (he prefer ved 
the ntbft heroic* firmnefsj though fhe was treated with fufeh barbarity,- and infuked : by 
queftions for injurious to her honor, that fometimes tears of indignation; ^ : ftatted ii^r f 

eyes* This tfeiebrated woman, who, even at the bar of the' convbntionV.h'ac^ by 1 tfieP 

commanding- ;gfcaces« of her eloquence forced' evenfrbnv her'efv^rfties ttie't¥ibdte r; 6f ; ^l ; 
plaufe aiid admiration, was 1 now la the hands of wretches by whon* fref fine t&l6nt^we$e- 
not felt or utfderftobd— 'Her! defence however is : prefer 1 ved* attd : def^ves'-lKcT-r^itii-dr 
hiftory; for its ftrength, it cieaTnefs, and the magrianimotis'fpirir which pemdei! it# cbfti^* 
pofition ; and as the charges alleged againft her have be£ri>onty jPubft^^ 
way, the reply will form as an expofition of them, alfo :— , « 

The accufation againft me is founded wholly on the fuppofition^of my being aft accoftii J 
plice with nien -called confpiratbrs^ My friendfhip for a few of thofe per fons is -prioF tc6 
the political circumftancea which form the charge againft themv The cof refpbhdehie I ^ 
held with them by an intermediate- channel,' at the time of their departure^ i^ altbg^fie^ 
foreign to ftate affairs.' I ;have had in truth ■ no political cbrrefporidence' y and -ift 7 this* 1 re& * 

fpeftl might abfolutely: deny! the charge^ ■.; yet* thbugh I cannot b^^ledupotf fa giVtf af$ 
account of my private affe&ions; I may glory in them, ; aS-I do* iri the -tfhble 'of' '-tny >r c^ ,i 
dufty and 1 have nothing to >cbnceil<from< the; world; : : " 

: * 1< defclareS then* that I;have received teftimonies of regret on aecburit of ihy : >m^rtfiii^* r 
itten'V ^d- was informed t that Duperret had two letter^ for mei but' whether : wnrten^i^ 
fore or After , my iriends left' Paris; whether from one or two of them, I arti ^ altogether i^v ' 
norant, fmceithefe letters have i never 1 reached rae^ At another : tinie l ^as ( eaf^ 
jured t6 efcape frbm^ inyi prifoiii: and* received offers of affiftance-ni the atCernptV and 
cohvey me "<to whatever placed ^fhould thitifc propelr 1 Twas" detefired* from' accepting th^fe 1 
*ff(Sr8!jfrbna? confideraition's^both of duty and hbftor^ ob dutfj toaufe l-wdyfFd ^riotf-i^tirff ; 
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thpfe to.xyhofe.^re I was. committed ; .of honour, fince in all cafes I fhould prefer expof- 
ing myfelf to the confequences of every poflible vexation, rather than incur the appear- 
ances ;of gui J t,; by; a: ; flight unworthy of my chara&er. I fhould not have been fo carelefs 
with *ega£d ; to^rriy Tafety on the. thirty -firft of May, had 1 had an intention of effe&ing ' 
my , efcape at; a, latter period. This is the extent: of my connections with my friends who 
fled. Undoubtedly if the communication had not been interrupted between us, or if I 

had not betn reft rained by my imprifonment, I fhould have 5 endeavoured to procure infor- 
mation concerning them, for I know of: no law that forbids it. Alas ! in what age, or 
amqngftr.w.hat people were thofe fentiments of efteem and fidelity, which bind men to 
each&th<?r,; pver accounted a crime ? I do not pretend to:decide upon the meafures taken 
^y .thpfc^horwere.profcribed y but I. never will believe that thefe men intended ill, whofe 
i»t^rity,';patrioL;ifm,: ; and ; generous devotion to their country 1 have feen fo clearly dif- 
piayed. If they have erred, their errors are thofe of virtue ; they are overcome without 
beiqg- degraded $; , they are unfortunate in my eyes without being guilty. If 1 am criminal 
in offering yow^for- their fafetyi;;I declare myfelf fo to theiwhole world. I am under no 

Concern ^for^their glory, ;2nd I willingly fhare in the. honor of being oppreffed by their 

thofe: generous men: who areaccufed of having confpired againft 
their* country.. - They w$re. firm but humane republicans ; they were perfuaded that good 
law 'were neceffary to make the republic beloved by thofe who had no confidence in its 
ftabilhy , j.-,but this.wqs indeed a more difficult talk than to murder them. The hiftory of 
alVl^gc^ Has proved that- great talents are neceffary. to lead men*to virtue by good laws, 
while : vibjence^ to reflrain them by terror, or annihilate them by 

de#tlu- ;:: i ^ h^ave f heard v my frie.nds niaintain that plenty, like happinefs, could only refult 
frpip .an, equitable government ; . that; the: omnipotence of bayonets could produce fear, 
but not. bread.; ;. I have feen them animated with the warmeft enthufiafm for the hap. 
pinefoof the, people, difdaining to Hatter them, determined- to -fall the victims of their 
hlindnefs rather than deceive them. I own that thefe principles and this condu&have 
aj^e.a^d.^ from, thofe oil tyrants and' ambitious men,^ who: 

amufe the people only to enflave^.them. . It is for thefe reafons that 1 am,, filled 1 with 
efleem ; ;for. : t'h^ie; generous } men. . This error, if it be\o'ne, will go with me to the 
grave, and I ; -Ifaall- glory in. following thofe whom L could not accompany thither. 
2 v.My;/4^f en ??5. 1 ma y venture to affert, is more neceffary to thofe who are defirous of 
bdngi^^ Confcious of having fulfilled my duties, 1 look to 

futurity: ; w\th; : fecurity ; ^nd confidence^ My.itafle for ftudy and my habits of retirement 

lcegt ; me at a : ^iftance \)oth from the folli s of diffipation, and from* the buftle of intrigue. 

Enamoured 0 of the value, of .whicn:! have learnt from reflection, I viewed the re- 

volution with tranfport, perfuaded that it was the epocha of the fubverfion of defpotifm, 
lyhich; I : ^teft : ; of the reformation of abufes, under which I had .often fighed,: whilethe 
fate] of/t^p^nhappy/aiid; oppreffed hung; upon my heart. I have followed the progrefs of 
theTey<?ju^ JLhave expreffed myfelf on. the fubjeft: with warmth ; but 

I^av/^;^^ by.my;fex. Some talents perhaps, a 

!\ttle . ? philpfqphy , 3] greater degree ,of ; cburage, and;. which in times of danger did not 
leffen ; that 'of :: .my if ^ knew me have imprudently 

afcribpa O to }i me, . d apd which may have contributed to make me enemies amongft ihofe by 

wtiofti I was not known. Roland fometimes' employed me as his fecrctary j and the cele. 
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brated letter to the king, for inftance, was drafted wholly by me. This would be a good 
paper enough to frame part of my indi&ment, if the Auftrians were my profeoutors, and 
thought proper to extend the refponfibility of the minifter to his wife. But Roland had 
long fince difplayed his fentiments, and his love of great principles. The evidence of 
this exifts in the numerous books which he has publifhed during thefe fifteen years paft. 
His knowlege and his integrity are eminently his own ; and he had no need of a wife to 
become a wife and faithful minifter. Neither conferences nor cabals have been held at his. 
houfe. His friends, his colleagues, whoever they were, and his acquaintances met at* 
his. houfe once a week, where in very public converfation they difcourfed openly eu- 
topics in which every one was interefted* On the whole, the writings of this minifter 
breathe throughout the love of order and peace, explaining in the moft afTe&ing manner 



.beft 



They will for ever bear vvitnefs to his wifdom, 



as the accounts he; has given in bear witnefs to his integrity. 
• Treturn to the crime imputed to me, 1 obferve that 1 had no intimate acquaintance, 
with Duperret. I had fometimes feen him, while my hufband was minifter, but he had- 
not vifited me during the fix months that have elapfed fince Roland quitted the adminif-. 
tration : and 1 might make the fame remark refpeding the other deputies who were our 
friends ; which certainly does not tally with the accufation of confpiracy and fecret under- 
ftariding imputed to us. It is clear from my firft letter to Duperret, that I wrote to this 
deputy, only becaufe 1 found it difficult to write to any other, with the idea that he would 
be inclined to render me fome fervice. My correfpondence with him, therefore, was 
nqt proje&ed ; it was not the fequel of any preceding connexions ; and it had no politi- 
cal view. It furnifhed me with an opportunity of receiving intelligence of thofe who 

were abfent, and with whom I was in habits of friendlhip, altogether independent of 

political confiderations. Such confiderations formed no part of the correfpondence which 
I'held with them, in the firft snoment of their abfence. No memorial to this effeft is 
brought againft me. Thofe which are produced, only intimate that I fhare in the 
opinions of thofe who are called confpirators. This indu&ion is founded, I own it to the 
world, and I glory in this conformity of fentiment ; but I have never publifhed thefe fen- 
timents in any manner that can be imputed to me as a crime. In order to eftablifh the 
being an accomplice in any project, it muft be proved that advice has been given and 
means furnifhed. 1 have done neither ; I am therefore not guilty in the eyes of the law j 
there is none which can condemn me ; there exifts no faft for the application of any. 

:i I know that in great revolutions, law as well as juftice is often forgotten ; and the evi- 
dence of this is, { that I am at this bar. I am indebted for this profecution only to thofe* * 
prejudices and that violent hatred which burfts forth amidft great convulfions, and which, 
in : general, fix upon thofe who are placed in confpicious fituations, or who are known to ' 
poflefs energy of character. It would have been eafy for me to have avoided this trial ' 
which I forefaw ; but 1 thought it more becoming to meet it ; I thought that I owed this 
example to my country ; I thought that if 1 ihould be condemned, I fhould leave to my 
tyrants the odium of facrificing a woman, who had no other crime than perhaps fome 
talents of which (he feldom availed herfelf, great zeal for theinterefts of mankind, cou- 
rage to adhere to her unfortunate friends, and to render homage to truth at the hazard of 

her life* Thofe who have. true greataefs of foul throw away felfifli feelings, remember 
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tfeat they bejtang. only to the.fpecies, and look- to futurity for their reward. L belong to; 
tlie.yirt-uQvis ancLperfecute/i Roland. L was in. habits, of friend fliip-with men whom* igno- 
rance and the jealous, hatred of low,: vulgar minds have profcribed' and murdered, I am - 

to perifh alfo^ becaufe: it is confident with : the principles of tyranny to facrifice thofe' 

\yhpm. ; it has. cruelly oppreffed, and annihilate. every witnefs of its crimes. Under both' 
thefetitiesryo.u. ought to condemn- me- to die> and I. await my fentence; When innocence " 
xnciujats the fcaffold, to which it is condemned by error orwickednefs:, it reaches the goal; 
of, triumph* May I be the Iaft vi&im- that fhall.be facrificed ! I (hall leave: with - joy, this t 
unhappy land, which, is-deftroying; the good, and. drinking in the blood of the j,tid* O 
truth,, my, country, friendfhip, facred obje&s, fentiments dear to my hearty receivemy 
offering ! My life was devoted to you, and ye alone fpread a foftnefs and grace over 
my : lad moments:! God of heaven ! enlighten this unhappy, people, for whofe liberty,! 
breathe my warmed vows ! — Liberty! — to thofe great fouls it eminently belongs who def- 
pife; deaths and can meet it with courage ; but it was< not formed for weak minds, who 
compound with crimes^ while they conceal their felf-love and their cowardice-under the- 
* name of prudence. It was not formed for thofe profligate men, , who, rifing from, their 
beds of debauchery, or creeping forth from a fink of wretchednefs, run and bather them- • 
ielves in the blood that dreams from the fcaffolds. But it is the guardian of a. wife* and 
humane people, who pra£life juftice, defpife flatterers,, know- their true friends,, and 1 
revere truth. As long as you (hall not form fuch a people^ Omy« fellow-citizens! you 
vrill talk in vain of liberty ; you will live onlyin a date of licentioufnefs, of which* each' 
of you will fall the victim, in. your turn ; you, will affc for bread, but you will find only r 
mangled carcafes, and you will end in t being, (laves. 

* I have concealed neither my fentiments, or opinions. I know. that. a Roman lady was^ 
fent to execution under Tiberius, for having lamented her fon. I know that in times of 
bUndnefs and . party T fpirit, whoever dares to avow himfelf, the friend of condemned: or 
profenbed men,, expqfes: himfelf to (hare their faie$ : but. I defpife death. I have, ffe- 

ver feared, any? thing but guilt j and I would not pur chafe my life at the price, of 
meannefs.; 

4 Unhappy, times* unhappy, people* when the obligation of rendering judice to injured' 
virtue is befet with danger ; but . too happy 'are thofe who have courage to bravest — It 
is ; now for you. to examine if it be compatible, with your i'ntereds to comdemn in defett of 
evidence, for:fimple opinions ; only v and. without the fupport of any r law. J " 

.But the /verity ; and. dignity* of this extraordinary- wpnlan * rendered her more obnoxious 
to the hatred-. of her. perfeeutors-r-She : was fentenced^to death— -She heard it with equav 
nimity, , and*; indigntaritiy replied—" You. think, me worthy v then,, of fharing . the fate of. 

thofe-brflye;men*whomf you have affaflinated* I. will endeavour to < gp. to the fcaffold 

4 c ; with i the ; fime: courage fhey difplayed*" 

On ;the -way to r the.; fcaffold (he : was <not only compofedv but.fometimes affumedv an' air. 

of. gaiety in-order -to enccmrag,e ; anunfortunate ^man .who was doomed « to buffer with her* . 

bi}t who* did, not-ppffefsrthe fame*, fortitude^. When arrived at; the fcaffold;,. as.only. one^ 
pesfon fuffered ; at a*timei' .(he was rto be. the firft vi&inr, as even the executioners- felt more 
refpe^rfopiher^ fexrthau/ to 5 addrto ttekpangS'the- witfle(Ting r the; death of* others* But 

whenrittie.flbferved? the di&nayr of her .companion^ (he tutnec^^ begged;. 

the fad indulgence of remaining iaft — c< go firft/' faid (lie to the unhappy and trembling 
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vi&im, c . c let me at leaft Tpare you the pain of feeing* my" blood fiied." The execu- 
tioner^ however, told her that his orders were that fhe fhould periih firft — " but you 
canribt, I am fure," faid (he, " refufe the lad requeft of a lady." Her demand was 
complied with. She then mounted the fcafFold herfelf, and lifting her eyes to a ftatuc 
of liberty, that flood near the place, exclaimed " Ah! liberty how haft thou been 
fported with !" the next moment (lie perifhed. 

In the early dawn of freedom in France, this lady appeared deftined to difplay a confpi- 
cious figure, the fhare flie had in the celebrated letter to Louis XVI. has been already * 
noticed. Her mind was endowed with the pureft ftores of erudition and tafte, and the 
works produced by her hufband and herfelf, for they always publifhed conjunctly, will 
immortalize them both. She had predicted that he would not furvive her, and the pre- 
diftionAvas fulfilled, he terminated an exiftence which he deemed no longer worthy of 
regard, in a wood between Paris and Rouen, the papers left by him were fent to the 
committee of fafety, but have never tranfpired. Her appeal to pofterity has been firice 
publifhed and merits the mod particular regard. She left an only daughter who found' 
an afylum with a courageous friend. . In her perfon {he was tall and well fhaped, her air 
was dignified, and although more than thirty-five years of age, was ftill handfome- Her 
countenance had an uncommon expreflion of fweetnefe, and her full black eyes beamed 
with the brighteft rays of intelligence; in her converfation flie difplayed the moft ardent 
attachment to liberty, it had been the fubjeft of her ftudies ere yet the revolution was 
generally forefeen ; and flie developed her fentiments with a flow of eloquence and 
power of expreflion which gave additional grace and energy to the French language. 

Among thofe moft diftinguiflied for their talents, who either fuffered on the fcaf- 
fold or fought death to difappoint their enemies, was Bailly, the firft mayor of Paris in 
the revolution, renowned for his aftronomicai refearches, and for his immortal works on 
chronology. The charge againft him, was a participation in the efcape of Louis to : 
Varennes, and authorifing the troops to fire on the people, in July, 1791- He was 
to have been executed in the Champ de Mars, but the caprice of the infuriated populace 
compelled him to wait two hours drenched in rain in the midft of winter, while the fcaf-' 
fold was removed to an adjoining field ; but what was worfe expofed to the infults of an 
execrable fet of wretches who ufually attended fuch fcenes. He fubmitted to their infults 

One of thefe 

iges laid to una in a. tunc ui mu^ivcj y— - auu ucmuic Ajamy — alio >ery cold 1 

" my friend," faid the fage^ — His fufterings were foon after terminated. 

Lavoifierxhe celebrated chemift, was another of the profcribed ; his crime was having 
been under the old government one of the famers-general. He had been long employed 
in an important philofophical experiment, he requefted^only the fhort period of a fort- 
night to complete it — his prayer was not granted. Rabaut de St* Etienne a proteftaiit 
clergyman was condemned, for having been one of the commiflioii of twelve appointed 
by the convention to enquire into confpiracies. ' Manuel who had been To active on the 
tenth ot Auguft, and afterwards was fo folicitous to fave the king, was condemned ofteh- 
fibly for the latter , circumftance, but really for that pain which his brilliant flafhes of wit 
fo often occafioned in the rankling bofoms of. the ufurping affaffins. The veteran 

Luckner alfoTuffered 'death j and not the leaft remarkable of the viftifflS of this peripd' 
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with equanimity, requefting mildly that his fufferings might be terminated. One 
lavages faid to him in a. tone of mockery — 6C You tremble Bailly" — « It is v 
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the fometime duke of Orleans, who had latterly affumed the name of Philip EgaKte*. 
We have before obferved on the chara&er of this man, that he was an objeft of fufpicioa. 
and jealoufy with every party, that all agreed in reproaching him, but that none produced^ 
any a&ual evidence of confpiracy againft him ; the principal groiind of odium has been, 
attached to his vote on the trial of the king, on which he delivered his opinion for 
death to this effe£t — " Regardful only of my duty, feeling that every man who confpires. 
" againft the freedom of my country or attempts to ufurp power, contrary to the con- 
*! {btwtion as eftablifhed by the people, is criminal ; I, upon the moft mature examination-,.. 
<? deplare niy opinion, that he is guilty — and. vote therefore for death." 

^hat this man's early life partook of that voluptuoufnefs, that was. the neceffary con-, 
feqpence of his education, his rank, and his ample fortune, is beyond difpute ; that he ex- 
ceeded his. relations in vice, has never been afferted ; and if the leffer degree of profligacy 
is entitled to indulgence, his character, will appear arrayed in white compared with that of. 
Artois or the queen of France . His fortune which was the greateft of any private indivi- 
dual in Europe, amounting to one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling per annum,, 
was employed before the revolution in promoting the moft ufeful arts and. mauufa&ures. 
in his own country, in beautifying and enriching his eftates, and forwarding by every, 
ipeans of ufeful aftivity the indultry and comfort of thofe who lived on them ; that 
he : was attached to the forms of a free government, was a fubjeft of accufatipn againft. 
Him, before the revolution had been fufpe&ed to be fo near, and that all his conduct in 
every . ftage of the revolution was in perfeft harmony with, his early profefiions, has 
never once been queftioned. The court accufed him of afpiring to the throne, aad in 
v this accufation it is remarkable the Gironde and the mountain concurred. Yet is was next 

t f [ | * * • i • 

to pofitively proved that the queen had engaged a perfon to affaffinate him, and that it 
was from a principle of; refentment arifing from a very different caufe. The two parties. 
HeYer produced, a fingle faft to criminate him, and ; each refpe&ively accufed the other 

qf partaking of his riches and promoting his views, though the perfons fuppofed to be 

€#ri?hed actually continued poor. His conduct op the trial of the king is itigmatizei 
upon the prefumption of his violating the laws of nature and the ties of blood. There 
if undoubtedly much plaufibility in this charge. But fuppofing Egalite to be all that was 
vile; upon the principle of. his vote, it mud be neceffary to his guilt, to prove that the king, 
was innqcentj and that his perfonal fafety in that critical time could have admitted of any^ 
choice of his vote in obedience to a principle, of tendernefs. 

Pofrerity will certainly, examine the character of this, mail by rules more claffical and,* 
$fp^Iionate than, it has be^n hitherto done. To efcape from the vortex in which he was 
plaped was certainly a bold: hope, if heentertained .it; his conduft in prifon on his re- 
moval to Marfeilles exhibited a. mind made up to. rough the ftorms of deftiny, and the 
cpolnefs he difplayed belied an imputation of. cowardice that, had been attached to 

him by his enemies. He was brought to Paris in the beginning of November, and 

condemned on a charge, of afpiring to the monarchy ; the evidence has. never been 
publilhed. On the fixth of November in the evening he was conveyed in a cart, amidft 
tfre : rebukes and infults of the populace, x he monfters of the day had directed the cart 
to flop, ten minute^ before hisib.rmer refid.ence, upon which he looked wiih extraordinary 
-«?mppfure-s ajt theTgaffold he was equally unembarraflCbd, and the executioner wifhing to 

take off his boots in order to tie his legs .to the plank, he obferved with a. finite of good 
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humour, " why-take that "trouble, you may in a few moments ta£e them with greater 
<c eafe from the dead carcafe." f ! 

Among the number of thofe who fnatched ; themfelves by- voluntary death from the 
hands of the tyrants, was Claviere, the co-minifter of Roland ; his wife likewife em- 
braced voluntary death along with him ; Achilles du Ghatelet,. one of the club of five 
in the beginning of the revolution, was another ; indeed- all of that club, but Thomas 
Paine, have died in either way. Giry Dupre, was put to death merely for being the friend- 
of BriiTot ; being quefiioned as to the moral chara&er of 'Briflot, he faid,. u I fwear that 
" Briffot lived like Ariftides and died like Sydney, the martyr of liberty." The pi&ure 
of thefe days of horror are finely pourtrayed by the eloquent*pen of Garat,-V* Bndertfre 
tyrannical domination of Robefpierre and under Billaud, little doubtful of .the fate that 
awaited me, I kept conftantly about me means, by which I might at anyiime difpofe of 
my own life, fo as to baffle the murderous fury of the tyrant; ' It . was a confblaridn to. 
me,' to reflect that 1 was in poflfeflion of fuch means, and that I had made a proper choice, 
of them. Yet, after mature deliberation, I refolvedto make no ufe of them, The 
principles of Socrates, upon the fubjeft of fubmiffion to the laws and to fecial order!,, 
even when thefe are reprefented by judges the molt urijuft, had always appeared to me 
to be the extravagance of magnanimity and virtue. But when I now again examined them, 
with an immediate view to my own fituatim and conduft, they appeared to me ixi^ 
violably facred and 1 fublime. Amidft thofe many horrors, which, for a courfe of eight 
months were' hidden in the (hades of each returning night, only to be again difplayed 
by the blaze of the rifing day , I' did not find that the natural pains and anxieties of 
death, could be, in any confiderable degree, enhanced to my imagination by the profpeft 
of that paffage to the fcaffold, in which the fufferer might fli'ew to the furrounding 
people, with what tranquil fortitude the innocent can die ! — O thou who, from delineating 
a sketch of th£ progress of the human mind, didft: withdraw thy hand^ but 
to- prefent the deadly beverage to thy lips ; thy final determination ro die, was founded 
upon different feutiments, and different reafons : Thou didft fet thy republican foul at 
everlafting liberty, by the ufe of that poifon which we had lhared. between us,, as two 
brothers would lhare their lad morfel of bread! — Thou art no more ! ; — but 1 ftiil livey 
to meet the accuiations of men, who, as well as I, invoke thy name , with paflionatd 
veneration; but who would not, like me, expofe themfelves to dangers infinitely greater 
than thofe which actually environed them, in order to fave from the grafp of the exe-~ 
cutioner, a life of which the lofs muft long be felt as a misfortune by .France andi 

by Europe. * " \ 
Profcription now embraced a multitude of perfons whofe names will liVe diftinguifhecT 

in the the brighteft annals of fcience and liberty, — and had Salluft been the hiftoriaa-. 

of thefe unhappy times, he might have found that his pi&ure given of the CatalihiaiX; 

wart would have applied, only with the change of names. 

But the revolting fenfes turn from thofe fcenes of deliberate- affaflinatibn, and; find. a* 

ftrange refuge even in the wider defolations of war. The hurricane, the earthquake, the. 

volcano, thofe convulfions in nature which fhake the earth, to its bafis,.and feemit^ 

* ■ 

* This beautiful apoftrophe is>addrefled to the memory of- Candorcet* 

t « In primo coepere geinmum/'<xc. Sail. in.JJello Catil. et paflim in fragmentis* 
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.threaten annihilation, are not fq tei^ible in their effects as war, and yet compared with the 
profcriptions of civil commotion, even thefe effects appear lefs henious.'left a#li£ting to 
the heart- / We read of cities befieged and[ taken by ftorm, of jhe infuUous mine .which 
fhatters a thoufand limbs at a blojwv and o£ : the cannon and the bomb that performs de- 
itrudion openly, and ftrange:;we lf do ; notvfympathife very; deeply* or durably in their 
Hilary. .But the miferies of civil proscription: live for jey-er on the memory, and excite 
Indelible Sympathies. .....,!* ... * > 

:iV ;When the. laws of ; war [even according to ; the. jegulations of civilised fociety are.ob- 
fer.ved, the miferies are ftill t^ 

young, not the. old, that defcend firft. t;o the grave, .and all thedea^and tender relations 
of life are . broken : the M farheri laments .his, fon, the wife her hufband: the orphan its 
•parent,; — whole countries are depopulated^ the fields lie uncultivated, and famine pervades 
gji, and: produces,, defpair ; but thefe ffienes . are : familiar to hiftory ; civil :prefcriptiqn. s is 
.more rare v . /rhe^fpldier climbing precipices, -or fcaling walls, feeking the jbubble reputa-; 
lion in the cannon's mouth, attach ideas of valour, ofheroifm, which dimioifluhe horror 

of their effects,* becaufe perhaps- our; inflin&s anticipate our reafon, and declare that; in 
the exifting .ftate, of man, deeds of; hardihood and valour are effentiai.to the general 

prefervation : ; war has its Hmits beyond which it cannot proceed, we know and fee its 

utmoft bounds ; tyut. civil prqfcriptiqn knpws no limits, it violates all maxims and princi- 
ples, and,the molt' virtuous are top ^ cqnftantly its viftiqis ; hence perhaps it is that we feel 
its afflictions the more, and that the : ; carnage of batfle,;the jndiferiminate rage of. .the 
mercenary arid difciplined murderer,. the- maffacrejqf the. old, the infant, and the;defence- 
lefs, the . conflagration of whole cities, and the defolation of provinces, appear with only 
a fecondary horror; and; that : remoyed from the fcene in which they are palling, they 
are treated as. the themes of romance, and no more regarded than if they could never 
-occur again- - 

The decree of the convention for riling in a body and marching againft their enemies, 
a£ted like, an incantation, and feemed to preduce an army as if by a miracle. Early in 
September Landau? had been :invefted by the combined powers \ but while the French 
maintained the, ft rong lines at Weilfembourg, and on the Lauter, there was little profpect 
of fucceis-/ On the thirteenth of October therefore, general Wurmfer made a grand 
attack on the r lines of Lauter, and carried the whole with the town of Lauterbourg. 
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The French, accounts of this adtion fay that their generals betrayed them, that they per- 
mitted the Auflrians to force the lines without taking means to refift the onfet effectually, 
and Wurmfer acknowledges in his difpatches that the place might have held out for 
deveral days. The barbarity of the Auftrians after this action harrows up the foul ; when 
they took the poll of Anterre, the inhabitants precipitately fled, and the women fought 
refuge in the woods. They were purfued by the Auftrian foldiers, who hewed off the 
breafts of the mothers, and tolled the infants from one to the other on the points of their 
bayonets ; ; . they; broke the arms; and thruft out the eyes of the old men and women, 
and left. them to expire in that miferable condition. This ferocious and inhuman con- 
duct produced a retaliation, the people of the furrounding country were roufed, and fix: 
thoufand of them, with the firft weapons they could find, rufhed upon a body of the 

affaflins, and deftroyed fifteen hundred of them without mercy. 
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Weiffcmbourg made a more formidable refiftance, and was not carried without the 
lofs of eight hundred men. The French retreated towards Hagenau, from which how- 
ever they were diflodged on the eighteenth, and the Pruffian general proceeded towards 
Sirafburg, defeating a body of the republicans on the twenty.fifth, and took poffefTion 
of Wanzenau. On the twenty-feventh the French attacked the Auftrians, but after an 
obflinate engagement, in which they were fuppofed to have loft three thoufand men, 
were obliged to retreat. 

In the beginning of November the deputies St- Juft and Lebas, were fent to Strafburg, 
to reorganize the difcomfitted troops. They ordered immenfe reinforcements from the 
neighbouring departments, and to afford a falutary example of feverity, general Irembcrt, 
who was convitted of treachery in the affair of Weiffembourg, was lhot at the head 
of the army on the ninth of that month : A confpiracy was alfo difcovered at Strafe 
burg, feveral emigrants having found means to obtain admiflion into that city, in the 
difguife of wounded foldiers, and had organized a plan under the direction of the 
marquis of St. Hillaire, for the delivery of the -place; their correi'pondence was difco- 
vered, and the confpirators feized together with a banker in whofe hands their funds were 
depofitcd, and the whole were executed, 

Thefe vigorous proceedings, however, were not fufficient to preferve Saar Louis (or 
Fort Vauban) which fell into the hands of Wurmfer on the fourteenth, though not 
without fufpicions of treachery on the part of the* commandant. Here however the 
Juccefe of Wurmfer terminated, for on the twenty -fifth of November, the Auftrians were 

compelled to retreat, and the republican army penetrated to Vautruan and almoft to the 

gates of Hagenau. 

Meanwhile the army of the Mofelle advanced to co-operate with the grand army on 
the Rhine, and on the 17th of November the Pruflians were defeated near Saarbruck with 
fome lofs. On the fucceeding day the Pruffian camp at Bliefcaftei was ftormed and ta- 
ken by the republicans, under the command of general Hoche, then in about his 24th 
year ; he immediately advanced toward Deux-Ponts, and carried the poft of Hornback, 
and the heights of Milleback; thefe three attacks were conduced with fignal intrepidity 
and {kill, and obliged thePruffians immediately to abandon DeuxJPonts. 

On the twenty-ninth, and thirtieth of November the French were repuifed with confider- 
able lofs in two fpirited attacks near Lautern ; but thefe were more than compenfated by the 
fucceffes of Pichegru, who on the eighteenth of December carried with fixed bayonets 

all the redoubts of the allies which covered Hagenau ; and on the twenty-fecond drove 
them with immenfe flaughter from Bifchoiliers, Dufcheim, and Hagenau, notwithftand- 
ing the almoft continued works with which they had covered the line which joined the 
two pofts. The entrenchments on the heights of Beiflioffen, Jauderfhofen, and Treye- 
willers-Radneith, are reprefented to have been not lefs formidable than thofe of Gemappe, 
and prefented three amphitheatrical ranges of redoubts which the allies deemed impreg- 
nable. They were ftormed however by Hoche with the army of the Mofelle, who had 
recently joined Pichegru, and carried at the point oi the bayonet. On the twenty-third 
aud twenty-fourth the French purfued the enemy to the heights of Wjrotte, where they 
had alfo ere&ed moft formidable entrenchments. On the twenty-fixth Pichegru prepared 

to attack them in form, but alter a fruitlefs cannonade, the republican foldiers called out 
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to found thecharge, and marched up to the foot of the entrenchments. The conflict 

was defparate ; and lafted from two to five o* clock in the afternoon. At half pad fix 
the French were mailers of the heights, and at ten all the enemy's polls were abandoned. 
On the twenty-feventh the republicans entered Weiflemburg in triumph. Wurmfur made 
good his retreat to the Rhine, and the duke of Brunfwick haflily retreated to cover 
Mentz. - • 

* 

The prince of Hohenloe had fummoned Landau, on the fourteenth of December ; but 
receiving an indignant reply from general Labauderc, the Prufiian general Knobelfdorf 
attempted to eftablifh an illicit intercourfe with the garrifon which was indignantly repel- 
led. In confequence of which the fiege was raifed. Keiferflautern, Guermerfheim, and 
Spires immediately fubmitted to the republic. 

In the north but little was performed on either fide during the latter part of the cam- 
paign. On the nineteenth of November a trifling fkirmifh took place between a part of 
the garrifon of Ypres, and a party of French who attempted to eftablifh themfelves at 
Poperingue, from which they were diflodged with the lofs of forty-five prilbners. On 
the twenty-eighth they attacked the out pofts of the duke of York at Nechin and Liers, 
but were repulfed with fome lofs, and on the thirtieth were again unfuccelsful in an at- 
tack o*n~ the fame pofts. 

The tranfa&ions of Toulon were in themfelves fo momentous, that in the progrefs of 
the preceding hiflory no more than a tranfient glance could be beftowed on them without 
breaking in on the thread of events moreclofely connected, t and without comprefiing the 
tranfa&ions within bounds not confiftent with their importance. 

The general ftate of thefouthof France has been defcribed. The diftra&ions in the 
north and on the coafts of the ocean, afforded ample opportunities for the machinations of 
the malcontents. Lyons was unqueftionaliy a rendezvous of the royalifts, although 
whatever may be laid to the citizens of that place on the fcore of fuperftition, of envy 
and rwalfhip with Paris, and of that effeminacy and corruption of mind infeparable from 
commercial avarice, they muft be, at leafl the majority, acquitted of attual hoftile difpofi- 
tions againfl their country. The diftra&ions of faftion at Paris, muft of neceflity have 
unfettled the minds of millions, and the horror excited by the fanguinary profcriptions of 

Robefpierre muft in themfelves have conferred a {hare of odium on the .very principles of 
virtue under the name of which the atrocities were committed. This effeft could not be con- 
fined to that city ; thofe of Toulon and Marfeilles, were affe&ed by fimilar difgufts and 

fears, and continual anxieties. Ic was with them difficult to difcern what would be the 

ultimate iffue of circumftances fo calamitous- 

The royalifts employed fheir efforts to aggravate the diforder, and the important port 
and arfenal of Toulon, the key of the Mediterranean, was deemed the mo ft fuitable 
place for the combined operations of the internal and external enemies of the republic- 
The commifTioners Albite, Gafparin, and Salicetti, ftationed at Marfeilles, fo early as the 
twenty-ninth of Auguft, fignirted to the convention, that the Englifli fquadron under ad- 
miral JBood was cruifing in fight of that port, that he had opened a communication with 
Toulon, and publifhed a. proclamation addreffed to the French people, containing pro- 
pofals for reftoring monarchy in France ; they alfo fignified that confiderable numbers of 
the Toulonefe had mounted the white cockade ; that they admitted an Englifh frigate into 

the harbour j and that money was diftributed plentifully among the inhabitants, and that 
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provifions, money, arid military fuccours were promifed by the Englifh admiral /that he 
defired the fquadron in the harbour to be difarmed, and the batteries near the fea to be 
difmouhted, 

Jean Bon St. Andre read an intercepted letter from Toulon, ftating that the fe&ions 
of that city had clofed with the Englilh admiral, and that rear-admiral St. Julien had 
been obliged to fly, having been abandoned by his officers, and finally that eight Englifh 
fhips of war had a&ually entered the port. 

On the feventh of September the convention received further advices, that general 
Brunet and admiral Trugoff had participated in the treafon of Toulon. The former, 

however,* had been feized, fent to Paris, and referred to the revolutionary tribunal. 

It foon after appeared that the plot was not confined to Toulon, but was intended to 
comprehend Marfeilles, and to be extended to all the feaports of France. Hood had 
been cruifing off the iflands of Hieres during the month of Auguft, having on board his 
fleet, which confided of twenty-one fail of the line and thirteen frigates befides cutters, a 
large number of emigrants and fome troops, more being expe&ed. On the twenty-fifth of 
Auguft he had by means of his emiffaries laid the foundation of the treachery by a declara- 
tion dated the twenty-third, and on the twenty-eighth he landed fifteen hundred men to 
whom the batteries at the mouth of the harbour were betrayed. The republicans had 
moved the French fleet into the inner road, and on the twenty-ninth the EngHfh fleet, 
with the Spanifh fquadron under Don John Langara, anchored in the outer roqd of 
Toulon. 

As the tranfa&ions of this place continued to form one of the moft prominent features 
of the war, and confiderably influenced the deliberations on the fubjeft of peace in 1797, 
and muft continue to be objefts of the firft intereft, a fuccinct account of the whole is 

indilpenfably neceflary to the accurate comprehenfion of the critical points- 

The preliminary declaration of admiral Hood was in the following terms ; — Cfc If a 
capital and explicit declaration in favour of monarchy is made at Toulon and Marfeilles, 
and che ftandard of royalty hoifted, the fhips in the harbour difmantied, and the port and 
forts provifionally at my difpofition, fo as to allow of the. free and fafe egrefs and regrefs, 
the people of Provence fhall have all the afllftance and fupport his Britannic majefty's 

fleet under my command can give ; and not an atom of private property of any indivi- 
dual fhall be touched, but protected ; having no other view than that of reftoring peace 
to a great nation upon juft, liberal, and honorable terms ; this muft be the ground-work 
of the treaty. And whenever peace takes place, which I hope and truft will be foon, 

the port, with all the Jlnps in the harbor, and fo is of Toulon, JJoall be rejlored to France^ 
with the Jlores of every kind, agreeable to the fchedule that m y be delvtred. Dated on 
board the Victory, Auguft twenty-third, 1793 — (Signed) — Hood." 

The proclamation addreffed to the inhabitants of the fame date, was a mere declama- 
tion againft the revolution, recommending monarchy, and profeffing the moft difinter- 
efted and benevolent regard for the peace and prolperity of France. 
* The counter-declaration of the general committee of the fe&ions of Toulon, was foun- 
ded on the proclamation and declaration of aumiral Hood ; and contained a feries of eight : 
articles in the form of a capitulation, exprefliug the terms of furrender ; namely, 1, The 
eflablifhment of the conilitution of 1789, and the acknowledgment of Louis XVII. 2. 

That the white flag fhouldbe hoifted and the Englilh fleet meet a friendly reception, 3, 
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That the ftnpS of war in the road {hould be difarmed as defircd. 4. That the citadel and 
forts (hould be provifionally 'at the difpofal of the-Englifh admiral, the garrifon to be 
compofed of half French half Englilh, but the command to be in the Engiifh. 5. That 
the Englifh {hould furnifli with fpeed a force fufficient to repel the army of Italy and the 
army of Marfeilles then marching againft Toulon. 6. That perfons in civil and military 
appointments fliould not be removed nor annoyed. 7. That fubfiftenceand fuccours (hould 
be furniilied by the allies. 8. That when peace fhall be re-eftablifhed the Jhips and forts 
pit into the hands of the Engli/h Jhoiddbe refiored to the French nation in the fame ftate as when 
delivered* This was figned by the fever al perfons in power at Toulon. 

The conditions were agreed to and meafures taken for landing the' troops. St. Juiien to 
whom the feamen had given command of the fleet, refilled the overtures of the fe&ions, 
and threatened to oppofe force ; he was however, deferted by feveral of the {hips, and 
he determined with his own vefiel and fix others to fight his way through the enemy rather 
than betray the fleet. The Englifli admiral however deemed it more prudent to permit 
his departure. 

After landing a body of troops admiral Hood iffued another proclamation on the 
twenty-eighth of Auguft, as follows— 4 * Whereas the feftions of Toulon, by their, com- 
miffioners to me, have made a folemn declaration in favour of monarchy and proclaimed 
Louis XVII. fon of the late Louis the XVI, their lawful king, and have fworn to acknow- 
ledge him, and no longer fufFer the defpotifm of the tyrants, which at this time govern 
France, but will do their utmoft to eftablifh monarchy, as accepted by their late fovereign 
in 1789, and reftore peace to their diftratted country. 

" I do hereby repeat, what I have already declared to the people of the fouth of 
France, that I take pofieflion of Toulon, and hold it in truft only, for Louis XVIL until 
peace fhall be re-eftabliflied in France. (Signed) Hood," — 

On the firfl of September a fleet of tranfports with a confiderable body of Spanifli 
troops arrived, being part of the army of Roufiilon. 

The convention had received detailed particulars of the proceedings at Toulon, which 
were published in an official report, the legal adminiflrators had been depofed, artillery 
planted at the doors of fuch as were deemed faithful to the republic ; religious proceflions 

of priefts, nobles, and emigrants were performed in the ftreets, and the bones of traitors 
exhibited as the reliques of martyrs to excite the rage of the ignorant ; the traitor admiral 
Trugoff was borne about in triumph j two fols per day was added to the pay of fuch of the 
military as joined them, and intoxication was employed to feduce thofe to perfidy who 
foberly refitted, and double rations of wine were daily iffued ; a confiderable number 
however fooner than betray their country had fled and joined general Cartaux who com- 
manded all the ftrong pafles near Toulon, , 
, Meafures had been vigoroufly taken to inveft Toulon, and Carteaux was fo a&ive as to 

open the fiege immediately after the reduction of the infurgents at Marfeilles. On the : 
eighth of September Carteaux arrived at the pafles of Olioulles. The Englifli with a. 
body of Spaniards had occupied the heights on the right of that pofition, -and the roy- 
alifts on the left. As foon as the French general was perceived by the enemy, he was t 

faluted with a general fliout of Vive Louis XVIL and a difcharge of mufquetry. The. 
general ordered the enemy to be attacked about noon, and in about two hours they were 

completely difperfed, killing one hundred and fifty and taking a confiderable number of 
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prifoners, ; and fame 'ftahds of 'colours;-" ^The> French ; "tefl?»- only one' mari and two 

/On thelfirft -of Q&ober the.repubiican^trotfps<carrfed the 'irapbrtaiit port on the heights-' 
of Pharon, which the/Englifh.had ftronglyi fortified^' and Which commanded the city ; ; 
but after poffeffing it a few hours, the republicans were attacked in turn and obliged to * 
abandon it. - - '\ : X - : ' v , i '" ■"*■ •"• ' 

, Reports had been circulated*: that two -of the reprefentatives of the people^ Beauvais •* 
and Bay le^ had been put to death by the JEnglifh &i Toulon, which excited the-'mpfl: "{ 
ardent fpirit 6f revenge among .the -troops;?: and indfeed all oVer France : this effeft has : 
been, noticed before ; however, ,it fubfequently appeared that though the reprefentatives : 
had been treated with exceffive barbarity, that they had efcaped death. 

.'On the fourteenth- an' a&ion' took place bet ween the, gar rifon which had marched out to m 
the defence of the redoubt of Malbofquet, and. the- republicans, in which the former loft 
forty .and the .'French thirty men. ' . The Englifli never made any return of their lofs lit 
this affair. On the next day, two aftions took place' at the fame time ; the republicans • 
attacking: « with great bravery the po ft of Cap^^BrUn, and pofieffed themfelves bi it: 
a^ I detach'meht from ."the garrifon fent to occupy the heights of Thouars was diflodged- 
at the fame time, and compelled to retreat precipitately to the town. The allies loft in both : 
thefe affairs one hundred men. , • 

4 The troops :of the allies by different convoys that had arrived, now 'confined of 2000 
Englifli infantry, 2000 Spaniards, .1500 Savoyards, 5000 Neapolitans, 2000 Sclavonians, . 
in ail about . 1 0^700 men ; further reinforcements of 6000 Spaniards, 6000 Port uguefe, 
and 2ooD;Englifli were expeQed and with this force- amounting to 25,000 men, it-was \ 
defigned to force their way to Aix, and there call the members of' the old parliament. - 
Two -firft* rates were prepared to proceed to Naples to take on board D'Artois, Monfieur 
and the bifhop .of Toulon. . The rope-yard, was converted into a ftable for the Spariifh • 
cavalry amounting to 1000, - and efforts were making to procure horfes to mount a corps ; 
of emigrants and;other,deferters; ■ ' 1 : / ; ; ' ; 

, In the latter, end: of Oftober; general Q'Hara arrived from Gibraltar with a body of' 

troops, he being appointed governor of Toulon and commander in chief. ■ - . 

• On the.- fourteenth of November general O'Hara having received inftruttions from 
England on the. concerns ;of ; Toulon, which appointed admiral Hood, fir Gilbert Elliot,' 
and.himfelf commiffioners plenipotentiary for regulating affairs there, . a deputation of the; 
inhabitants: was defired to attend them on the- twentieth, where the general addreffed "the : 
inhabitants in a written fpeech, at the conclufion of which he read the declaration of his* 
Britannic .majefty- on the: oircumftances of the furrender of that city and port. ; j : : '*'[ ' : 
This document in itfelf prefents one of the moft extraordinary examples of machiavelian ; 

policy and breach of faith, that hiftory can produce ; under pretence of 'a full and general 
compliance with the Conditions under which the place was betrayed into the hands of' 
the Englifli, it was couched in phrafeoldgy fo vague and equivocal as- to, leave- it ia^ 
any .cafe difcretional^ whether they fhould ;or not ever comply with thefolemnly pledged* 
faith of. the Britjfh king by his reprefentative^It jftated,. that ^ informed of thecircura-' 
ftances under which the town, forts, harbour, and flipping had been delivered iipV his 

Britannic majefty thwght &i tomw^furtier-'^l^arice } that when monarchy fliaU ; be re? 
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ftpred and a treaty; of peace-; concluded, containing, ftipulafions: in fa^oiii^ of Hs majelly 

and his allies, reftitutiori of all conquefts made by France during the war, and a.-juft in- 
demnification for' the lofles -and ^fepferiqes ;qf rthe? war;- . and- & proper fecurhy^forAhe future? 
then they fliould be reftored/ according , to ; th'e engagements entered into- by admiral 



Hood !" 

The fame declaration difclaims any fupport of the conftitution of 1789, contrary to 

•what admiral Hood had proclaimed ; and that his Britannic majefty was not Solicitous to 
prefcribe any, form of government, though : he does hot .hefitate to declare that the efta^ 
blifliment of fhe.mpnarehy in the perfon of Louis. XVII. arid the lawful heirs of the crown, 
appear to be the beft^: that form of goyerm^eat: having prevailed in France frbm.the ear- 
lieft times! 

.Such a. declaration containing fo grofs and; palpable a breach of faith , was not* calcu- 
lated to produce confidence or fuc.cefs-:. the Touloncfe openly manifefted- fome jeoloufy, 
many deferted and threw t]iemfelve$ upon the generofity of the republicans, ;: and -mea- 

fures of rigor became; neeeflary on. the; part of the Englifh. 



On the other hand, admiral f^od found hirnfelf dishonored by/ the conduft ofminifters, 

who bjindly fecure in rhe/cqnqufefc of' France from the eafe\ with which they had: gained, 
that port, unfolded, their defigns,_and , fcrupled notrta fa:crifice . the: national honor and 
the character of a gallant officer, who difguifed his feelings,, until the fervice under him. 
w,as accomplifhed, when he refigntfd his command and refufed. to.ferve under minifters who 
paid no regard to public faith, or- the. honor .of; their reprefentatives* . , • 

9 -In the beginning of November Garteaux.-.was: removed:' from; the .command and put 
under arreft for his ina&ivity, and D.agomier fucceeded him in the command of the 
French before Toulon. ; . : » . 

. Several flight aftions occurred in the courfe of; the month ; on the thirtieth the garri- 
fan made a fally,. drove; in the French advanced polls j and took a redoubt ; but tlie French 
charged them with fo. much impetuofity, that. the. enemy were every where: beaten and 
forced to return with precipitation, leaving behind them onethoufand prifoners and two hun- 
dred killed and wounded, among the latter /general O'Hara the commander-in-chief, 
who was feverely. wounded in thearm. 

f A final! camp of the enemy was alfo.feized upon with all the. tents, baggage, &c. General 

O'Hara on being taken was extremely faint from lofs. of blood, the French foldiers: treated 

liim with fo much tendernefs and brought him furgical afTiftaiice fo fpeedily that he was 
induced to make thema.prefent of fixty louis : d'ors. The money however was:returned 
tpj the general with an intimation, that " they Xvere. contented wkh the pleafure they felt 
in alTifting unfortunate humanity." The action \\ was fatal to/ the hopes of the enemy, 
a?id;*was onjy the : precurfor of thj^fall; of j the places . . 

. The. cammiffioners with the army purfued 'their advantage, and not waiting for the arrival 
c£ all the troops ? on: their march, determined; fo attack the town. It was on this occafion 
that; Bupnap^Jte^who has finqe exalted himfelf to the loftiefl rank of illuftrous men, be- 
x^me diftinguiflipd for hi$XkUL aiid .his intrepidity v/ : and: here it was that Barras, afterwards 
4iRe :; of; tt?e dj^ftpify. ; % o| France, difpiaye^hi&jtaleuits: and zeal as a commiflioner of the 
^o^vpntion 
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. : Ai^;a;ddrefs from, tb&: e^nvention tch : the , army . before Toulon. a't this. period produced a 
fighal fpirit of enthufiafm j it faid— " :£oo.long have you deferred' the national Vengeance, 

too long have you pottponed your own glory j our enemies brave us, tyranny threatens 
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you continue quiet fpeftatorS of this difgraccful fight. Is it becaufe you have 



Before 



denes your courage 



Mediterranean 



then loft its hues ? : Is it nor longer capable of rallying the defenders of the country? 
Will you fuffer France and Europe to fay to you in future — the republic commanded- 
them to conquer, and they were afraid to die V 

The enthufiafm.of the commiffiohers Salicetti, Ricord, Freron, Robefpierre junior,, 
and Barras, correfponded with that of the convention, and was foon communicated to- 
the troops-" It was determined to attack the out-pofts potfeflfed by the Englifh, at the : 
fame time that the whole of the batteries fliould pour their thunder on the town at every 
point likely to produce dilbrder and confufion. 

The divifibn under general Lepoype with Barras, attacked the heights of Pharon* on 
the fixteenth in three columns, which was carried with theutmoft intrepidity, and eighty 
prifonets with a lieutenant colonel taken. In this a&ion fome emiffaries of the enemy had 
endeavoured to. excite diftra&ion by crying out " fly, treachery, fave yourfelves j" but. 
by the conduft of the general and the ardour of the troops, the republican flag wasfoon. 
difplayed. 5 Mean while the principal obje& of attack was fort Mulgrave,. which com- 
maftdedthe forts of TEguillette and Ballaguier, which was defended by three thoufand; 
men, twenty pieces of cannon, and feveral mortars ; the enemy had exhausted all the 
refources of art and nature to render it impregnable, however it was attacked by the com- 
mander in chiefDugomier with the general Laborde at five o'clock on the morning of the* 
eighteenth, and at fix the republican flag was flying on the ramparts. The French lolt 
two : hundred killed and five hundred wounded; the allies loft the whole garrifon, or 
whom only five hundred were prifoners, including a Neapolitan prince. Here alfo the 
royalift emiffaries had found means to introduce themfelves among the republican troops,- 
and endeavoured to excite difmay ; but at the rallying founds of liberty and the republic, 
the foldiers flew. to victory; and the forts of TEguiilette and Ballaguier were alfo carried- 
by alTault ; the former was defended by a double enclofure, a camp entrenched with 
hedges, confifting of chevaux de friefe, abbatis, bridges, thirteen cannon, thirty-fix and* 
twenty-four pounders, and five mortars, with five thoufand chofen troops, and f upportect 
by the traverfe fire of three other redoubts, containing three thoufand men. 

, Difmay and terror now fpread through the city of Toulon, and- the cannonade which- 
was incefiantly kept up in every direction, aggravated the terror and confternation of the 
allies. and the traitors, who had betrayed the placebo them. The forts of Miilbofquet and 
Pommet next fell, and the troops from every out-poft took refuge in the city, the gates; 
of which were thut, and fiich meafures taken as to prevent every communication betweea 
the town and the,befiegers, except by the mouths of their cannon. This ftep was taken; 
to cover the precipitate flight and embarkation of the allies and the traitors. Meafures. 
were taken for removing the {hips from the harbour to the outer roads, and out of the 
reach of fhot and ihells which the republicans incefiantly poured upon them. The bom- 
bardment was continued till ten o'clock at night, the fcaling. ladders were already, applied 
to the walis, and four thoufand (hells ready to be thrown to cover the ftorm, when it was 
found that the enemy had fled, after fpiking all the cannon. So precipitate, however, 
was the flighMhat above twelve thoufand prifoners fell into the hands of the republicans, 
a^confiderable number of oxen, ftieep, hogs, and large quantities of forage and provi- 
sions of ail forts, befides feveral pieces of EngUfti cannon* 
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The whole of the republican army marched in triumphantly at feven o'clock in : the 
morning, after five days and five nights of inceffant combat and fatigue. Their conduit 1 
was a Angular contrail to that of the departing friends of Toulon, whofe failors and 
foldiers were fufFered to plunder the city, and to vent their rage on the houfes and pro- 
perty of thofe, who had under all the difafters of Toulon and the treachery of their 
fellow citizens continued faithful to their country. A proclamation was iffued by general 7 
Dugomier, declaring the punifliment of death on any perfons found in a&s of pillage, 
and referving for the law alone the punifhment of traitors. 

The retreat of the allies was as difgraceful as their mode of entrance. That city which 
was entered upon profeffions of friendfhip, and thofe fhips which were to be kept only 
as a depofit to be reftored to France at a peace, were fet on fire in feveral places j the 
fire in the town was foon extinguiflied ; but the allies blew up feveral of the fhips and 
fet fire to the arfenals, rope houfes, maft houfes, and magazines of timber, -The* 
Themiftocles of feventy-four guns, which had been converted into a prifon fhip by the 
Englifh, they fet fire to, with all theprifoners in it, but by the exertions of the republicans 
they found means to efcape in boats or by fwimming, except a few who were in fetters 
and who perifhed in the explofion. We have it on the authority of admiral Hood him- 
felf, that a fettled arrangement had been made for deflroying all the fhips and the arfenal, 
but that it was only prevented from being completely accomplifhed by the fuddenefs or 
their retreat. Sir Sydney Smith, who at a fubfequent period was captured by the French " 
. and kept in clofe confinement for his incendiary conduct at this place, was the principal 
perfon in fpreading the conflagration, : . r \ > 

The French account of the fhipping deftroyed and faved was as follows :— Veffels re- ■ 
mainingin the port, thirteen fhips of the line, — one of 120 guns, three of 80, nine of : 
74, and one on the flocks, and five lighters. 

Burnt, nine of the line, three frigates* and one careening pontoon. 
* Carried off by the enemy, three of the line, five frigates, two floops of w r ar, three 
lighters and a brig. Thefe fhips of the line were, the Commerce de Marfeilles com- 
manded by the traitor admiral Trugoff, the Puiffant, and Pompee, 

: To the Spanifh admiral had been entrufted the talk of fcuttling feveral veffels in order 
to fink them in the harbour, but they fet fire to the Iris frigate on board of which wen; • 
feveral barrels of gunpowder, the explofion of which deftroyed two Englifh gun-boats. 
The Montreal another frigate ferving as a powder magazine was alfo blown up. 

'The general magazines of pitch, tar, tallow, oil, and the hemp magazines were all. 
fet on fire by one train ; but the effecl was not equal to the preparations made ; the maft 
houfe was burnt, but the timber magazine was faved by the a&ivity of the people of the 
}'ards, but particularly of fome hundreds of the galley flaves, mod of whom had con- 
tinued in chains from before the revolution, thefe had extricated themfelves, and faved 

th'ehemp-houfe completely* The powder magazine of Cape Brun and Fort Pom met had 

been blown up on the eighteenth. But no flone powder magazine was effe&ed ; they were ' 
preferved by the adlive intrepidity of the troops, who broke off the communication of 
the trains, even while the explofion was fpreading. . 
4 While the work of deftrufition was going on and the town on fire, the fugitives were 
embarking with the utmoft impatience > feveral chaloupes with them on board were funk 

in the harbour by the fire from the batteries, which the republicans had taken poffeffion, 
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of. Vaft numbers continued to ' croud to. the fhores, with the hope of efcaping, and 
demanding that prote&ion of the Britifh Crown which had been folemnly pledged to them, 
A fcene of riot plunder and confufion enfued, and continued till morning, and though 
the utmoft efforts had been made to embark all the fugitives and troops, only fix thou- 
fand of the latter could be brought off, while thoufands of the betrayed inhabitants were 
left on the {hore a prey to the vengeance of their injured country. Many of them 
plunged into the fea, and made vain efforts to reach the (hips by fwimming, others were 
ieen loflioot themfelves in the wild eft phrenfy of defpair. While the flames of the fur- 
rounding conflagration, the roar of bombs and the clamour of the croud, rendered the 
dark ttillnefs of the night prodigioufly terrible- 

This is but a faint defcription of the fcene on {hore, and it was fcarcely lefs dreadful on 
board of the fhips. Loaded with the moil heterogeneous mixture of all nationss, with aged 
men and infants, as well as women ; with the Tick from all the hofpitals, and with, the 
mangled foldiers from the pofts juft deferted, their wounds ftillundreft ; nothing could 
equal the horrors of the fight, except the (till more appaling cries of diftra&ion and 
agony that filled the ear, for hufbands, fathers, children, left on fhore. 

To increafe the diftrefs, they were without fufficient provifions for this mixed and 
helplefs multitude of human beings ; and fuch as they had were almoft unfit for ufe- 

Of the thirty-one fhips of the line which the Englifh found at Toulon, thirteen were 
left behind, nine were burnt at Toulon, and one at Leghorn ; and four lord Hood had 
previoufly fent away to the French ports Breft and Rochfort, with five thoufand republi- 
can feamen, whom he was afraid to truft. Grear-Britain therefore obtained, by an im~ 
menfe profufion of blood and treafuie which the Toulon expedition coft, only three {hips 
of the line and five frigates, which were all that lord Hood was able to carry 
away. 

The war on the fide of Spain was productive of nothing but petty fldrmifhes, not 

worth detailing; and on the fide of Savoy the king of Sardinia appears to have made but 
a flow progrefs in recovering his poffeflions, which the Britifh miniftry was fo generous as to 
guarantee to him at an immenfe expence. The Piedmontefe were repulfed in attempting to 
penetrate between Mourienne and Brian^onnais. The republicans faw them fall from the 
top of the mountains, and carried their redoubts with the bayonet. The city of CIuz was. 
then in the hands, of the French, and they were proceeding to Salons. In the mean time 
an Englilh veffel arrived at Nice with a flag of truce, and a proclamation to the inhabi- 
tants, exhorting them to accept the royal conftitution of 1789; but the magiftrates of 
Nice replied, that French republicans would never become flaves, and that no other 
anfwer would be made to royalifts except from the mouths of cannon* 

While the republic was thus ftruggling with mighty efforts againft the hofts of internal 
and external enemies and afiaflins, her colonies were involved in calamities equally ex- 
traordinary. Early in the year the ifland of Martinico continued in an unquiet and 
divided ftate. It appears to be a necefiary confequence of a toleration of flavery in any 
ihape, and under any qualifications, to gradually undermine the virtues, and liberty itfelfv 
In the Weft- Indies, where the labours of the unfortunate and betrayed African, not only 
fupplied the wants, and pampered all the luxeries of the European, the inexperience of 
toil and the apprehenfion of any alteration in his condition, by principles that would re- 
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duce him to the neceflity of perfonal labour, or the abridgement of his fupernumerary 
indigencies, would render him hoflile to them, and difpofed to fupport that fyftem of 

civil coercion which would beft fecure their enjoyments. Hence a majority of the white 
inhabitants of ail the colonies of every country are tyrants in epitome, and thofe of 
France though always more humane to their flaves than any other nation under heaven 5 
were ftill decided advocates for royalty. 

On the contrary that love of freedom fo inherent in human nature, appearing in fo 

many forms in every ftate, civilized or favage, muft have been as confpicious on the part 
of the Africans and their defcendant. Hence the negroes, and all thofe under the name 
of people of colour, who are defcended in any degree from an admixture of African 
blood, were as decided republicans . Unlike the flaves in the colonies of every other 
nation, thofe of France had better means of information ; that urbanity which has lb long 
charaderifed the French people, and which has been confidered as only an artful and 
infinuating mode of behaviour, has been found among their flaves to be a real drfpofition 
of the heart, cultivated by education and improved by the gratification which the exercife 
of it beftows. Independent of a careful religious inftru&ion, and of that unreftrained 
fociaiity which the French mailer maintained with his flaves, they had the means of 
disfranchifement in their own power by extraordinary induftry ; and the philanthropise 
fpirit of the age had been ftudious to make experiments on their capacity for the acquire- 
ment of fcience and letters . Such circumftanoes muft have rendered the flaves in the 
French colonies more fufceptible of that equal distribution of rights, which the conven- 
tion had decreed to be extended to them during the period that the Gironde party 

retained the reins of adminiftration. 

- Polverel and Santhonax, had been fent to St. Domingo, with full powers from the 
convention to extend freedom to the flaves, by a wholefome regulation which would 
gradually operate to the happinefs of the enfranchifed and the fecurity of thofe who had 
been their bond matters*. But unhappily, this moderation was unfuitable to the views of 
the planters, who already wrought upon by emigrants and emiflaries of England, deter- 
mined to fliake off the authority which would wound their pride, by reducing them 
to a level with thofe whom they had been habituated to confider as legal and purchafable 
property* 

We have before noticed the convulfions that took place in the iflands. Every oppofi- 
tion of the whites became a fource of conflict, which at length terminated in the mafiacre 
©f many, and the expulfxon of the greater number of them. The wretched exiles thus 
the vittims of their cupidity and imprudence, in their flight fell a prey to thofe who 
had been mod inftrumentai in encouraging them to obftinacy and treafon againft their 
country. Britifh Ihips of war cruifing in the neighbourhood plundered the unhappy 

fugitives* and happy were thofe thoufands of both fexes who were enabled to obtain 
an afylum on the hofpitable fhores of the United States of America. 

The machinations of the Britifh extended to every one of the French iflands. Private 
emiflaries, and public bribes, fedu&ion and threats, armies and fleets combined to expel 
the French from all their colonies. But virtuous intentions fo rarely attuating political 
defigns, and which are not always fo fuccefsful as they fliould be, proved to be the 

fols and, effectual foivation of the French colonies* The blacks and their defendants? 
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attached to the government that extended to them the equal rights? drdaihed by pro- 
vidence, returned for this jufiice the racjft inflexible and magnanimous loyalty; 

The ifland of Tobago however, was taken by an Englifli fquadron Under the command 
of admiral Laforey in the beginning of April; and profiting 1 by the (txUggle betweei 
the royalifts and republicans in Martinico, admiral Gaidher attempted a defcent upon 
that ifland alio ; he landed three thoufand men j but the republican party ' had dif- 
comfited the royalifts, before he could effect any operation, and he was obliged to re- 
embark his troops with the utmdft precipitation, to faVe them- frdni that detection vMl 
which thofe were purfued who invited him thither: 

Upon the fall of ihe Girdnde, however, thofe of the cdldmfis' wh'6 macfe their efcape 
to France, had afted with fo much induftry among the party in power, as to product 
an impeachment of Polverel and 'Santhdnax in tne' convention on tfe fiicteentH bf Juty. 

The fubfequent changes and the dverthfo-vv of Robefpierre rendered this decree nugatory f 

and the fpifit of the firft decree \vas. r"eligioufly maintained.'" / ; 

The Englifli however continued tiieirfecr'et manoeuvres, and had af ready laid' the .foun- 
dationof a corifpiracy which 1 was to piit into their hands feveral of the . French, colonics. 
In the begining of October the royalifts of Fort Jeremie, in St. Domingo, had ifivited: 

the Englifli to take pofleffion of that ifland, and Cape Nicola Mole fubmitted in a fe#- 
days after* 

The operations of the Englifli were in the year 1794, attended with further fuccefTes v 
which we fhall notice. The phr^nzy that pervaded the politics of the nation was exfeh'ded- 

tb every part 4 of fo defy ; and as' from overthrow of defpotifm to obtain liberty, fariati^ 
cifm had produced almoft an anarchy; foindifguft with the abufes of religion and the 
vices and treachery of priefts, they ran into the extreme of ifrelfgion. It muft be 
acknowledged, ho\ve*ver, that this phrenzy was but limited and teriiporary ; that al- 
though there were a few whofe fcepticifni was confefFed, and more who doubted only be- 
caufe they had heard fome celebrated philofopher had done fo likewife : thofe who 
doubted upon reaforiing were generally moral, while thofe of the other defcriptiori might 
be confidered as mad. On the feverith of November, feveral ecclefiaftics both catholic and 

proteftant, among whom were Gobet bifliop of Paris and his vicars, entered the convention 
and folemnly refigned their functions, acknowledging that their religious inftitutions 
were calculated only to controul the vulgar. One prieft declared that priefts of all relfc 
gions were impdftors more or lefs, that there were fome who from want of capacity or re? 
fledion believed a great deal, but that one and all profcfled' more than they be- 
lieved; that in fhort priefts partook very much of the nature of the mountebank. 

This fpirit prevailed for feveral days, but although for the moment the overthrow of 
prejudice was received with applaufe ; the majority of the convention, and the'peofcfe 
very generally, apprehended that the more folid principles of morality and virtue, which - - 
had been for feveral ages gradually incorporating with mummery and pageantry, would 
be mingled in a common ruin. The refenfrnent of the. people of Paris was particularly. 

excited by an intoferarit decree of that commune, ordering the churches "to be mut'iip ^. 
but oh the firft of December they were compelled to reverfe that decree, and Barrere 
from the committee of public fafety produced a decree, which was adopted, proclaiming 

the freedom of religious wor fliip, Among thofe frequent but' ftill ' lamentable, becaufe 
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tliey ate too ^powerful artifices of; great villains* is that of^addreffing the popular feeling.s 
by the cbuntenancp arid fuppprt of their prejudices j religion in. France, and taking the 
majority .of every country, confifts in "little, more than . an accordance with certain perio- 
dical cu(ioms, ^ahd in. an adoption q£ certain tenets upon the credit of thofe by whom 
they were taught / and as to futurity, it is a fentiment of fear not- to believe, rather than 
an actual .adoption of truth, from a well digefted and reafonable conyi&ion ; .this was par- 
ticularly the cafe in France, but thatjfor not to believe, was * fentiment upon which the 
broadeft bafis of. popularity' was to bejaid ; Cromwell: had a&ed upon it with a degree of 
fuccefs that ought Vo teach mankind a'perpetuahfufpicion of violent, religious declaimers,; 
but -Robefpierre. knew, too how .feeble , the impreffion is which is communicated by 
remote example, however ftnlting,. arid f upon this he laid the foundation of a power with 
the ^people,, which jpTtimikdy even .irtVfpite-of^ the: murders, he was committing, a fecurity 
agaioft the rrioft potent meafures of his rivals; he ftood forth the advocate of the 
divinity, and the people did not fee. his foul bathed^ in the blood of the^ virtuous, 

Such- was the ftate of France at the clofe of the : year .1793.- We have feen her 
amidft* all her affliftions and difafters, torn in the body of her fenate, corivulfed.by an 
unexampled civil" war, attacked by all the powers of Europe, one of her principal fea- 

.ports,, delivered into the hands of her moft inveterate enemy, and her finances and her 

arculatirig medium undermined by 'every effort of induftry and intrigue. 

It may he<ufeful then, ere we enter upon the tran factions of the year 179.4, to advert 
briefly .to the coriduft of the' allied powers, and to preferit fuch.an outline of their meafures 

as will leave the mind to form its own concliifions on the conduct and cbrififteric'v of the 
rival powers, and upon their probable fuccefs. 

We have feen in the principles and defigns of the treaty of Pilnitz, the aftual caufe 
of the general war ; and in the events that followed the declaration, ' the means by which 
it^vas to be conduced by the allied powers- The retreat of the Pruflians and the treachery 
of their conqueror ; the open jun&ion of England in the confederacy, and the French 
armies compelled to evacuate not only Holiand but Flanders, that had been fo rapidly con- 
quered. At this period the declaration of the prince of Cobourg on the fifth of April, 
1793, proclaimed in the face of all Europe, that the only defign of the emperor and 
allies was to give France a conftitutional king and the conftitution which (he had formed 
for herfelf, that fuch places as might be put into his hands fhould be deemed only as 
facred ,'depofits ; and in four days after with the moft confummate and fhamelefs effron' 
iezy he publiflied a declaration, annulling all that he had pledged his honor to obferve in 

is former proclamation* . 
On, the twenty-third of Auguft lord Hood declared to the people of Toulon that he 



ha4,;n° other view than to reftore peace to the French nation, and the conftitution of 



}'7§9\ he accepted the terms of their furrender on the twenty-eighth, by his proclama 
Hon, * arid folemrily daclared.that he had taken poffefiion of the place in triift only. 

Yet it is remarkable rthat on "the twenty-fifth of January 1793 , Auckland the ambaffador 
at Holland, defcribed this conftitution thus fupported by Hood,' and proclaimed by 
Cobourgi as the work of " certain mifcreants" &c, — and yet the Englifh government 
not only .retained their minifter "at Paris during the exercife of the authority under the 
tonftitutiqn of 1789, and continued to negociate and treat under it, until the month of 




1792 j when the Engifh minifter was recalled. 
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On the twenty -ninth of O&ober, i793> the king of England's minifters declared that 
all they wanted was a [table government in France, yet the king of Sardinia was fubfi- 

dized by this power to defend his own dominions ; while the king of Pruffia, who in the 

month of July 1793, was to aft as above mentioned, about the clofeof the year ap- 
plied for a fubfidy from England (and obtained it on the nineteenth of April 1794,) in order 
to fecure this co-operation. 

The year 1793 produced feveral other events which were not developed till the fol- 
lowing year ; among thefe, feveral treaties, the defign and importance of which render a 
notice of them effential to this hiftory. The foundation of the policy of thefe treaties, 
is to be found in that fource of aflli&ion, difgrace, anddifafter the convention of Pilnitz 
— the e.xiftence of which had been queftioned in the early part of the war, but which 

was acknowledged in the courfe of debate in the year 1794, by a member of the Britifh - 
parliament in the confidence of that government.* 

A treaty or convention was concluded between Great Britain and the emprefs of 
Ruffia on the twenty-fifth of March, 1793-^-which ftipulated^ the (hutting all their ports 
againft the fhips pf France, and prohibited the exportation in. any cafe from their ports, 
of military or naval ftores, corn, grain, falt-meator other provifions for France; and to 
take all other meafures in their power for injuring the commerce of France, and for bring-* 
ing her by fuch means to conditions of peace t the fourth article ftipulates — That their 
majefties engage to unite i\\ their efforts to prevent other powers, not implicated in this 
war, from giving, on this occafion of common .concern to every civilized ftate, any 
frots&ion whatever •, . direflly or indirectly in confequence of their neutrality to the commerce tir 
property of the French oh the fea, or in the ports of France. 

A treaty was formed' on the fourth of April of the fame year, with -the landgrave of 
Jleffe Caflei ftipulating f$r eight thoufand troops, infantry, cavalry and chafieurs, com- 
pletely equipped for the f^eld. The price of thefe troops was fixed at eighty crowns 
banco for every horfeman, mounted; the loot foldiers thirty crowns banco, each crow'n 
•counted at four (hillings anc[ nine pence three farthings, Englifli money ! befide;a fubfidy 
<of 225,000 crowns per annum. — And a provifion was made that they might be employed 
in Great Britain or Irelancf. Provifion was alfo made for killed, and wounded, and 
recruits in lieu of them were to be furnifhed at twelve crowns a head, 

A treaty between the king of Sardinia and Great-Britain, wherein the former ftipu- 
;lates to keep five thoufand men for the defence of his own dominions, as well as to a& 
againft the common enemy ; and the latter was to pay a fubfidy of two hundred thoufand 
; pounds per annum in punctual quarterly inftalments, befide keeping a fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean to co-operate therewith.-*— This treaty alfo guaranteed all the then poffeffions df 
the king of Sardinia, and the reftitution of ail that belonged to him at the commencement 
sof the war, and of fuch as he might in the courfe of the war obtain poffeffi'on* This 
was concluded on the twenty-fifth of April 1793- 

A treaty between his Britannic majefty and the king of Spain, engaging to aft in per* 
•fe& concert and to make a common caufe in the war.; to convoy the (hips of each other, 

t%o ihut their ports againft the French ; not to permit warlike (lores* wheat, or other 

;Mr. Jenkinfon, junr* • 
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grain, falted meat, or other provifions to be exported from their ports to France, and to 
take every other means in their power to diftrefs the trade of France and to reduce her 
by that means to juft conditions of peace. By the fifth article which is exa&fy a 
tranfcript of the fourth of the Ruffian treaty — They declare the prefent war to be interef- 
ting to every civilized ftate, and that they will unite to prevent thofe ;owcrs which do not 
tcke part in f he /aid war, from affording in corfequence cf their neutrality , any protection 
dire£t or indirect on the feas or in the ports of France, to the commerce and property 
of the French, This treaty was concluded on the twenty-fifth of May, 1793, at 
Aranjuez. 

A treaty between the kings of England and the two Sicilies, which dates that being con- 
vinced of the common dangers which threatened Europe from the principles adopted in 
France, they agree to make a common caufe, guarantee each others dominions; the latter to 
fupply fix thousand troops, four {hips of the line, four frigates, and four fmall fhips of war ; 
as foon as the troops leave the dominions of Sicily the lubfiftence and forage to be provi- 
ded by the former power. Dated at Naples, twelfth of July, 1793. 

A convention between the Englifli and Pruffian kings, concluded in the camp before 
Mentz, rhe fourteenth of July, 1793, which befide recapitulating the caufes for a renewal 
of the alliance and the motives of the war, the fourth article is an exaft copy of the 
fourth of the Ruffian and the fifth of the Spanifh, for coercing neutral powers. 

Another convention with the emperor, the third article of which is alfo an exa& copy of 

the fourth of the Ruffian and Pruffian, and the fifth of the Spanifh treaties. It is dated at 
London, Auguft the tenth, 1703* 

A treaty between the Englith king and the margrave of Baden, for a body of feveit 
hundred and fifty-four troops of the latter to ferve againlt France j conditions the fame a^ 
with Hefle. 

A treaty of England with Portugal for making a common caufe againft Fraace, dated 
the twenty-eighth of September, 179-3.. 

A treaty with Hefle Darmftadt, for three thoufand troops on the fame conditions 
as thofe of Hefle Caflel, dated at Lan gen Can del, the fifth of O&ober, 1793- 

Thefe tranfatlions exhibit a combination of defigns, a prodigality of Sacrifices, and; 
ari inveteracy of hatred, the mo ft violent and terrible that any age or nation has ever 

manifefted. The fourth article of the Ruffian treaty, perhaps in the atrocity of concep- 
tion and the imiverfal tyranny of its intention, furpafles every thing ancient and modem. 
The ufurpations of imperial Rome and the rapacious tyranny of Barbary, the inroads* 
of the Saracens, and the Goths and Vandals, and the predatory maurauding of the Nor- 
mans and the Danes, may find a colour and excufe in the ignorance and barbarifro 
of their feveral periods — but in the attempt to force neutral nations, nations living in 
peace, cheriihing virtue, and cultivating all the arts uieful to the comfort and freedom 
of man, from their happy condition into a war, wherein not only they had no concern, 
but whofe interefts were concerned in avoiding every colour of hoftility, was left for 
ah age of refinement, for nations profeffing chriftianity and warring for civilization ! 

The Britilh ambaffador (Daniel Hailes) at Copenhagen, entered into, a correspondence 
with die count Bernftorff tninifter of that cabinet, upon the propriety of entering into 
the armed confederacy againft Frances but with a dignity and- candour that has im- 

jaortalifed that ftatefoian,, he not only repelled every fuggeftioa that was urged* but 
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'ft e wed to the fatisfa&ion of the world the propriety of preferving an inviolable andim* 

partial neutrality. 

The republic of Genoa poflefled large property in France, her weaknefs beftde pointed 
out the prudence of avoiding every hoflile meafure againft a neighbour fo formidable; 
notwithftanding thi?, Mr. Drako?, then the Britiih envoy at that flare, peremptorily in- 
filled upon an immediate and unqualified declaration of hoftilities againft France. This 
fpirited though fmall republic was not to be bullied out of her neutrality, and an Eng- 
lifh fhip of war in defiance of the law of nations entered her port, fired into a French 
veffel lying under the protection of the Genoefe flag, and killed about forty of the 
crew. 

At Florence the Englifli envoy, lord Hervey. undertook not only to intimidate the grand 
duke of Tufcany out of his neutrality, by obliging him to fend away De la Flotte the 
French ambaffador, in twemy-four hours; but alfo di&ated internal regulations, concern- 
ing the French remaining in Tufcany, as particulars infifted upon by the Britifh 
Cabinet. This conduft was the more fingular in the prefent cafe, from the circumftance 
that the grand duke was the brother of the emperor, the ally of England and the ant 

power that engaged in war agamit France. Tins conduct lett Tufcany no alternative be. 
tween a war with either party, and after repeated ftruggtes to fupport the neutrality fo. 
effential to its profperity, the grand duke was at length reduced to a declaration of war 
on the tenth of October, againft France, 

Tufcany felt the afflictions of this foreign influence, at a fubfeqiient period, when the 
French triumphant in Italy expelled the Englifh indignantly from that territory, but 
generoufly allowed Tufcany to reaflume its neutrality, without even infli&ing on it that 
vengeance which might have been jultified by the rights of conqueft and the laws 
of war. 

On the thirtieth of November, 1793, lord Robert Stephen Fitzgerald, the Englifh 

minifter in Switzerland, addrefled a moft inflammatory letter to the ftates, in which he 
fays, he Ct thinks himfelf bound to exprefs his indignation at the outrage committed againft 
them by thofe vile and ferocious men aflembled at Paris under the name of the conven- 
tion ; who not being able to corrupt the brave Swifs in the fervice of his moft chriflian 
majefty, and defpairing to make them accomplices in their robberies, difarmed, ftripped, 
and murdered them. Europe will never forget the noble facrifice of fo many gererous 
Swifs, who died defending Louis XVI. It will never forget the cruelties which thofe 
cannibals made them fuflfer I" After a long-continued and uniform inventive of this 
temper, he wifhes to infinuate that the French meant to furprife the Swifs in the moment 
of fecurity, and overthrow their government alfo, and then continues — " The minifter 
of his Britannic majefty will not decide, whether juftice, and the true interefts of a ftate, 
permit it to remain neuter, againft thofe who would reduce them to barbarifm ; in a war 
of almofl all the powers of Europe ; in a war, where not only the exiftence of every 
eftabliflied government, but even that of all property is at {take." Bellowing on thern 
the titles of the enemies of god and man, atheitts, working for blood and pillage, he 
concludes with a profeflion of the attachment of his court. 

The agents of the Helvetic body replied to this letter — and after profeflions of efteem 
they fay— " However, afflicting the remembrance of thofe terrible events m France 

(which your excellency has brought to our recolle&ion) and the fad fate of our brethrea 
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who fufFetedfo unfortunately may be, yet our grief muft neverthelefs yield to the princi- 
ples of our conftitution : the principle has lafted for feveral centuries on the .relations of 
peace, amity, and good neighbourhood with all the furrbunding powers- Accuftomed 
to obferve fcrupuloufly all engagements entered into, we will neither wander from our 
declared neutrality, on any pretence whatever, nor will we liftento any infmuation which 
might give rife to juft complaints," ' 
Letters fimilar to that to the Swifs, the Britifli cabinet addrefled to every independent 
neutral ftafe in Europe, and even, to the United States of America* The Angular fecrecy 

that has veiled the proceedings of the American government, has completely fecluded 
from the public eye, letters addrefled to the American executive by lord Grenville, which 
however have been treated of by political writers on the continent of f EuVope. Theyare 

. faid to 'have contained aflurances of a knowledge on the part of the Britifh government, 
that the rulers of France had determined to overthrow the American conftitution ; that 
they had fent emiflTaries to America, to fow hatred of that conftitution on account of its 

'refemblance to the conftitution of England; and concluded with aflurances of thegreateft 
readinefs on the part of England to lend her aid by fleets or armies at any time; to pre- 
ferve her government from the threatened inroads of anarchy and atheifm. Thefe reports 

however, are not fo authentic as todeferve the moft implicit credit for their correttnefs, 

;though little doubt has been entertained that a correfpondence on fubje&s of this nature 
had been exchanged in 1793 — between the Englifh and the American governments. 

But the principle that di&ated the treaty with Ruflia.alfo was not confined in its confe- 
rences to the European ftates; the rifing empire of America,: whofe exiflerice, free- 
dom, and profperity was a perpetual fatire upon the government and policy of England ; 
and a fecret and conftant caufe of envy and difquietude j thefe ftates« producing fo many 
of the articles of firft neceflity, and extending her commerce under the benign influence 
of popular government,, to' the remoteft corners of the earth, was a principal object of 
. apprehenfion to England, whofe power and confideration in the world, is founded on that 
commercial dominion which fhe has maintained fo long at the expence of ev6ry other 
people, * 

The Unit&d • States had derived from France in the ftruggle for her liberty, aid fo 
-effectual as to baffle all the tyrannical defigns of England, for the enflaverrient of the 

iiewworlcl. A treaty of friendfhip dictated by generofity and gratitude had bound the 

.Americans to France, and had, as was cuftomary with nations between whom obligations 

•of the firft importance had arifen, given to' the latter the title in form and faft of the 

/mod, favoured nation in the American ports. 

\ . A nation pofleffing fuch refpurces, .fo attached, was a powerful obftacle to the views 
ipf thpfe who wifhed to blot France from the map of Europe. But the fituation of 

^France while it rendered her peculiarly in need of the friendly aid of her ally, rendered 

it out of her power fhould her ally be.- attacked, to give her that aid which on a former 
pcca/ion had fealed her independence. The Englilh cabinet knew the weaknefs of France; 
They kne.v the aftual condition of America, and they determined to efteft the deftru£Uori 

of the treaties between France; and her, .by force and cunning, and to accomplish the 
annihilation of France and; republican government in defiance of all faithy and to the 
4acrifice of all principles of fubftantial jufticjeand univerfai law* 
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. On the fixth of November, 1703, an; order of the Britifh cabinet was fecretly ittued ^ 
to their fhips of war- — in the following- words : — 

iC George Rex — Additional inftru&ions to the commanders of all fhips of war and 
privateers, that have of may have letters of marque againfl France. Given at St. James's 
the fixth day of November,. 1793, in the thirfcyfburth year of our reign. 

u That they i!i al I ft op and* detain all fhips laden with goods the produce of any colony 
belonging to -France,- or carrying premiums or -other Supplies for the ufe of fuch colony, 
and (hall bring the fame with-.their cargoes to legal. adjudication in our courts of admiralty. 

* By his majefty's command,: (Signed)' Danrdas;" - 

j The confequeucesof. this: order were the feizure of a vaft number of American veffelj, 
and a confequent remonftrance from, the American- government- In the courfe of this 
hiftory we {hall have to mark thexonfequences of that fyfterri which appears to have been 
'firft publicly put into operation. in: the: treaty with Ruflia in March,. 1793^ and firft pub- 
licly a&edupon by England in the order of November of the fame year. 

* Such was the political conduct of the allies ; we:have before noticed the military folly 
that guided the attack on the iron frontier of France. Greater ability perhaps was never 
clifplayed than France now exhibited in every department of war, finance, and public in- 
itiations ; a campaign which commenced under the moft inaufpicious circumftances, was 
terminated every where with fignal and unqualified triumph ; in the centre of the nation 
the civil war of La. Vendee was crufhed, the Pruflians defeated and driven from the banks 
of the Rhine, the Auftrians on the Mofelle, the Englifh from Toulon, and the Spaniards 
in the face of their ownr territory, the Sardinians driven' from their. populous eitifes, and 
the number, valour, and experience of the republican's* augmenting daily, and producing 
from obfeurity, men, whofe fplendid genius and fuccefs have elevated them to the firft 
places in the hiftory of military heroifm; : . ; , 

: The triumphs of the republic and of liberty were difplayed at the fame moments at the 
gates of Italy and Germany — on the fhores of the Atlantic and the Mediterranean.^ / ; 
- At Toulon valour and enthufiafm under Dugo\imier were paramount over the combined 

forces of the allies, and officers of the moft approved military- (kill and acknowleged bravery, 
At"- Landau, fteadinefs, patience; and intrepidity united under Hoche. At Toulon th^cli- 
mate was- favourable to the foldier and mitigated the fatigue of a winter campaign*- At 
Landau the ardour of battle was difplayed amidft the friow arid rigour of the; frozga 

North'. • - ^ ^ .:...c: pds 

' In'the South vi&ory refesibled the productions of the climate quick and over^belmi.Qgji 

in the North vigorous but flow, arriving at maturity by invincible patience.^ r , m r t 

* In all views prefenting a= wonderful example of the power of a nation a;£ting;u]nde* tfc$ 
grand impulfes of liberty ; refuting thofe abfurd fuggeftions of the hiftorians of monarchy, 
#ho' have flavifhly copied the prejudices of the long.enflaved and enervated Italians, that 

the French valour was feut a momentary impetuofity. The hiftorians of therepubiic, 

and pf thofe nations who have been oppofed to her, have learned important leffpnsV : aji4 
pofterity will look back with wonder at the blindnefs of thofe who preceded the :republici 

And' the rafhnefe -o£ thofe who have fo vainly oppofed her. . . . ' ■ , ^ 

A. D; [1794.]: The utility of 'hiftory depends upon- the fidelity,: accuracy, and; ^re- 
gard for truth, : with whidi fads: are difplayed ; upon the candour and intelligence>i% > 
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which caufes and motives are inveftigated, and the fprings of human a£Hons laid open. 
All human knowledge is experience, and hiftory is philofophy delivering its leffons, for 
the ufe of nations and for pofterity. 

America fortunately yet enjoys that enviable ftation in which her citizen if fwayed by 
no mercenary mterefts, norbafely fervile to the vices of fa&ion, may confidently lay the 

moft fubftantial claim to difintereftednefs in narrating thofe momentnns pv^ntc 



fate 



from 



. In tracing the events of the revolution in France, the acknowledgment of difficulty 
has been already made, which occurs in unfolding the true caufes of events in them- 
felves are liable to obfcurity, born as it were in - confufion, and claiming their birth from 
countlefs fources. This difficulty muft exift until thofe halcyon days return to France, 
under which the unobferved but obferving eye of philofophy {hall open to the views of 
the .world, many of thofe hidden caufes, which the conflicts of war and the prudence of 
patriotifm yet retain u~idivulged. p . > 

From the materials that publicity and clofe obfervation have furniflied, this hiftory 
fprings, and no facts are produced for which there are not approved and reafonable 

evidence. The agitations of party, prefent the moft difficult fubje&sin which the revolu- 
tion is involved, becaufe they are fraught with contradi&ions- The uniform profeflions 
of all parties if believed, would lead to an opinion of their common innocence and 

integrity. And their denunciations of each other, if credited, would lead to a conclufion 
of their common and incorrgible profligacy. 

But it cannot be too conftantly confidered, that all parties are compofed of individuals, 
actuated by motives frequently the moft oppofite ; fubjeft to prejudices, weakneffes, 
hatreds, fears, envy, and other malignant paffions ; and that in this anomaly of charac- 
ters and paffions, it is not extraordinary, if we find much incoherency, and great 
inconfiftency* If we find, however, amidft this combuftion .of paffions that great princi- 
ples are regarded, truth refpe&ed, and virtue revered. -We have only to enquire in 
what degree and by whom precept has gone hand in hand with practice, in order to form 

an accurate judgment of the aftors in the fubjeft of enquiry. 

* Frequently the -characters of men afford the beft iiluftration of events in which they are 

concerned ; as from adlions we learn to eftimate chara&ers. The Gironde who had pro- 
moted the- depofition of the king, in concert with Danton, had been defirous of refting 
there and founding the republic in peace. The fecond of Sepember had ere&ed a new 
fyratity whofe power though not yet' vifibie in the individual, was exercifed' progreffi^ely 
from the influence of fe r over feparate individuals, and by jealoufies fomented in the 
cSnverifibn until it obtained the fevereft tenfion of general terror. The Gironde .had 
given amis and power to the commune of Paris, to create an ally againft this terror ; men 
poffefled of power, whether they are of the great mob or the fmall, are never willing to 
relinquish it ; they are prone from cupidity to abufe it ; and a multitude from infancy 
accuftomed to obedience at the implicit nod of a fatelite of tyranny could not be fuppo- 

fed to je-linquifh their novel authority for fubordination. - . . : 

Robefpierre who by an extraordinary capacity for crimes, and without any of thofe 
tfualities of-perfon or mind, which are calculated to attach men in the bonds of affeflion 
ix efteem,.; had obtained by his daring intrepidity and fervility in* flattering the weakneffes 

of the populace, the means of getting la;. force with which he was enabftd not . only to 
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facrifice his adverfaries to his ambition, but to overawe the firmed members in the con- 
vention, and to reduce many of them in order to effect their own fafety to become the 

inftruments of his murderous vengeance, and at length to fill the tribunals with profcrip-* 
tions and the fcaffolds with vittims. 

Contrary as the fpirit of war undoubtedly is to every good and found principle, and 
hoftile as it muft be to all the bell affe&ions of the heart, it was in the armies of France 
that a&ive virtue_and patriotifm were mod uniform and confpicious. Talents were no 
doubt difplayed in both, and the combinations of thofe vafl: plans of conqueft which were 
laid in the committees, and carried into effeft in the field, are the ftrongeft teftimonies of 
that fuperiority of genius which could combine them under circumftances fo adverfe ta 
ftudy and reflection. 

The hall of the convention appeared but as a great theatre, on which bad men con- 
tended for power, while the genius of the republic feemed occafionally to appear by the 
organ of a reporter, on fome immenfe plan of finance, of war, of education, of public- 
inftitutions, or relation ot vittory; while the pyramidal column of tyranny, which on the 
fall of the throne, had formd the wideft bafe and gradually and infenfibly elevated itielf 
towards its apex and terminated in a vifible point. 

The progrefs of the fa&ions in France will form an important part of future hiftory ; 
the fall of Gironde, was the fignal for conteft between the Jacobins and Cordeliers, who 
having both compofed the mountain, and either a&ually or tacitly concurred in the over- 
throw of their great rival, were to druggie for power among themfelves. Robefpierre 
and Danton were now the prominent heads of the two clubs. The former retained all 
the violent and the infamous — The latter pofieffed the molt fplendid men of genuis who 
had efcaped the profcripiion. Before we enter on thefe ungrateful topics, it will be ne* 
ceffary to notice fome proceedings of the convention. 

On the firft of January, a decree was paffed, " That every general condemned to death 
ftiould in future be executed at the head of the army which he Ihould have attempted 
to betray/' At the fame time the affairs of the navy were taken into confideration, and 

it was reprefented that as the punifhtnent of flogging, fo unatural and ineffectual, fa 
derogatory of the chara&er of freemen had been abolifhed from the foundation of the 
republic in all its armies, that the fame principle fhould be extended to the navy ; which 
was accordingly decreed ; and other punifhments, fuch as ftoppage of pay, portions of 
provifions, confinement, reduction of rank, and expofure before their comrades, when 

guilty of petty offences, fhould be fubftituted. 

On the third of February three deputies from the iaflnd of St. Domingo were received 
into the convention, as reprefentatives from that place. One of the deputies was a 
negro, and the other two perfons of colour. On the fucceeding day thefe deputies gave 
an account of the troubles of that place, they afcribed them to Galbaud, the friend 
of Dumourier; who with the gold of Spain aided by the influence of England wifhed 
to corrupt the coionifts ; that finding his intrigues fail, he fled to the Englifh in Canada* 
leaving behind him marks of his ferocity and rage at the Cape, The orator then delivered 
a panegyric on the people of colour- " Who are thefe men." faid he, u reprefented 
fo worthlefs and fo wicked ? Who can fay they are not good fathers, hufbands, and fons? 
that they are not friends to the poor, prote&ors of the helplefs, the guardians alike of 
infancy and age? That they are not hofpitable? Is it to be wondered at that fix 
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hundred thoufand men of colour, fluking off their chains mould be terrible to thofe 
who. would wifli to enflave. them, contrary to the example and wifhes of the country that 
has adopted them ? But fince civil war has ceafed who fliall accufe them of a negle& of 
their duties ? "What have they demanded ? Liberty to work — and wages for their lab:ur\ 
Wh^t unnatural — what.unfeafonable — what extravagant defires ! — How henious in the * 
-ey.es;oJ .thofe who, plunged in debauchery and idlenefs, lament the ceflation of that hu- 
m$i\. traffic which fupported them in a ft ate of effeminate tyranny, that di (graced" the 

country from whence they fprung and human nature itfelf! Who are they that outrage 

the ears of France by calumnies that exhibit us as unworthy of liberty, of even the ac- * 
qwifitioiiSL of our toil, and- what is the evidence of their veracity and our crimes ? — They 
are the emigrants, thofe beings who carry themfelves abroad the living monuments of 
vice, prejudice", and tyranny, who fear for the freedom of France and her colonies, 
b.ecauie the country will lay its hand upon two milliards forfeited by their treafons againft 

the republic—and mark the- evidence of our crimes — we are black, or we are of different 

Jhades removed from, black and white! — Thefe are the men and this is the evidence! 
Xegiflators fuch.accufations and fuch. evidence merit no confutation — They carry it along 
with them — the republic is juft. Inftruft the men of colour' and they will be found true 
and worthy republicans. They have fworn to live free or die- — the power or the per- 
fidy, of Spain and Britain are in vain — we have fworn it, and our oath is that of 
nature," 

t The deputy had no fooner concluded, than Lacroix rofe, and moved the total aboli* 
tion of flavery in the French colonies, and that all perfons of all colours from white to 
black inclufive, are French citizens. The convention rofe by a fpontaneous emotion and 
pafled the decree.. A moft. affe&ing fcene took place, the members individually embraced 
the deputies, and tears of joy trickled down their cheeks ; a female negro, who had 

diligently attended the fittings of the convention fainted with excefs of delight. 

Danton then obferved — * hitherto you have decreed liberty only to yourfelyes, but toi 
clay in the the face of the Univerfe,. you have decreed univerfal liberty. Hitherto your 
Kberty has appeared with a kind of ruft, to-day it is brightened; Yeftcrday when I law 
the prefident embrace the negro citizen now our fellow deputy, I was' ready to move the 

proportion which is now decreed. The aflembly was not fufficiently full- — This day you 
nave done juftice to humanity. But let us be moderators of this wife decree, Let us 
reflect that-a fuddfen tranfition from, flavery to liberty may produce misfortunes, while 
we wifti only to produce bleflings. It belongs to the republic to bear the torch of truth 
to every- part 'of the globe. We now labour for pofterity, and they will judge the bener 
Sts^beftowed on them, You have-given liberty to man:, and at the fame time*, without 
perceiving it, you have given a deadly blow to our moft implacable and incurable enemy, 
$0 that enemy- whofe exiftence is foftered by the ignorance* and indolence of all nations; 
fey the tnflavement of- two quarters of the world, and by rendering the other two quarters 
tributary to her for the labours-of thofe flaves. In fpite of the intrigues of St. James's 
and of * the blindnefs and treachery of nations who are fervile to her, liberty will extend 
ifcs-branehes. I itiove' that the decree- be referred to the committee of public fafety* that 
they may take prudfent meafures for carrying it into execution.,- without danger or iropedi- 

iieatV* It was agreed to do fo* 
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On the ninth of February it wasdec'reed* that the foldiers of the republic, from the 
general to the private citizen foidier, fhould have the fame allowance of provifions. And 
the fame regulation was extended to, the navy. 'On the fifteenth of February the -mari- 
time flag decreed -by the conftituent aflembly was fupprefled, and it was decreed that in 
future it (hould confifl of the three national colours in equal bands, placed in a vertical 
dire&ion, fo that the blue fhould be affixed to the fiafFbf the flag, the white in the middle^ 
and the red floating in the air j the jack and the enfign to be difpofed of in the fame 
manner, obferving the ufual proportion of' fize ; the pennants or ftreamers of the fame 

, colours in the fame order, only that one:fifth fhould be blue, .one fifth white, and three 

fifths red, : ' • 

. On the fecond of February a report was brought up on the celebrated law of the maxi- 
mum* or higheft fixed rate, above which the neceffaries of life fhould not be fold throughout 
• the republic. The table of articles comprehended provifions, clothing, grocery, firing, 

and military ftores. The labours of this' committee were confiderable, and Barrere pra- 
nounced a panegyric on them arid the good effe&s that would arife from the decree; h§ 
obferved that it would at once defeat the* efforts of the ill-difpofed and .avaricious — 5 Let^ 
the rich/ faid he, ' refign the fuperflueties of their fumptuous tables, where luxury and 
vanity alone are fed ! Let them ceafe to confume in ons day the food of many months!' 
Let us all impofe on ourfelves fome civic privations, let u* fupprefs all the delicacies cab* 
mutated for voluptuaries and not for republicans !' 

A member oppofed the law, becaufe he deemed it impoflible to. execute it while the 
price of labour was not fixed. c How can you require a Ihoemaker to fell fhoes at & 
fixed price; when the workman he employs afks a higher price for his manual labour ??' 
Barrere acknowleged the jufiice of this remark, and faid, that 4 feveral good works 
written at the commencement of the revolution fhould be ftudied — the workman cer-i 
tsinly .ought to find for . his labour and for the time he had expended in acquiring his art; 
not only a prefent compenfation but wherewithal to fupport his family and to provide for 
:old age. -Work is the real wealth of a nation / he moved to refer the fubjett Urthe- com- 
mittees of commerce, agriculture, arid public welfare, which was ordered. 

Thofe .conclufions are flattering and folid, but the premifes appear not to be fo well 
founded. 4 In a time, of natural fcarcity and danger, the fir ft principle is the fecurity of 

-the whole, and the retrenchment of what is not abfolutely neceffary to fubfiftence .and 
health' becomes an effentjal duty. But a maximum of prices is in many refpetts calculated- 
•to produce mifchief, efpecially in . a country which from general or temporary circunu 
fiances is reduced to depend on foreign importation. No doubt it operates againft mono>- 
pblifts" and extortioners, amLin thefe refpefts was of much importance to France at that 
time, 5 when foreign' agents and foreign gold' were employed to foreftal thofe articles, *to 
enhance their $x ice, and to aggravate the general diftrefs- On the fame day Chaudot, ;a 
.notary, \ who ^l&L'bee'n engaged in negociating a loan of money for the Englifti prince of 
Wales, was ordered for execution, it having been fatisfa&orily proved that -he was not 
^ftly an a^ntin that trartfa&ion, but in tranfporting the fpecie of the country abroad* 
The : corid lift of this man and others tended to • render the maximum more palateable, 
•arid lefs ifubjeft to clamour* but experience proved it to be an injurious meafure, and it 

appears to have ^een one of thofe fatal Sacrifices which the tyrant made to the populate 
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of Pans, although -h*e made it a fubjeft of accufation againft thofe he wiflied to profcribe 
at a fubfequent period. ' 

On the twenty -fixth of February another pernicious decree was patted, which inverted 
the committee of public fafeiy with powers of a dangerous nature. The fufojedt was in- 
troduced by St. juft in a fpeech upon a report ordered to be made of the number of 
perfons in confinement. He "faid * there muft certainly be fome conspiracy in agitation, 
for the enemies of the republic confined in prifon for their treafons were fought to be 
enlarged. A political fe& exifts in France, which plays on all parties. It walks a flow 
pace. When you mention terror, it talks of clemency; and when you are clement, it 
talks of feverity. When you experience difafters, it prophefies misfortunes more exten- 
five; and if we are fuccefsful, our victories are either not mentioned or diminithed. 
Revolutions march from weaknefs to audacity, and from audacity to crimes. The indul- 
gence with which the rebels of La Vendee were treated on their firft fuppreflion has 

■already coft an additional lofs of two hundred thoufand lives — terrible and inrtant ven- 
geance would have faved thofe lives, and annihilated thofe who will not ceafe todifturb 
the republic until they ceafe to exifl — for it is upon their enmity they live, upon the 
republicans whom they dellroy they ered new claims and incitements for foreign pay and 
foreign fuccours. Our enemies, fince fo many parti fans of theirs have been arretted, 
.accufe us of a<3:s of cruelty — but compare our afts in defence of our liberty againft 
their machinations, with the a&s of kings themfelves — in 1787 Louis XVL ordered one 
jhouTand men to be Ihot in the fuburb of St. Germain, and in every petty difturbance 
.<he military were ordered to fire on the people- We have a revolutionary tribunal which 
in the f pace of one year condemned only three hundred perfons, and this in the midft of 
a revolution, and in the heart of a nation befet with ten thoufand emiflaries of royalty 
and ariftocracy, fomenting infurre&ions and crimes. How many hath England condemned 
for deliberate iniquity in the midft of peace, with her boafted government and laws, every 
year 'for a century paft ? — treble that number -j But we are called cruel! — and by 
whom ? — by the goalers of Olmutz and Madgebourg, and the tranfporters of the candid 
rand courageous Magarot J— They talk to us of clemency when they are throwing aflaflins 
fen our Ihores, laying fnares for our deftru&ion, and inviting and threatening every power 

■of Europe to maflacre us, to annihilate us, to blot us from the map of Europe!' He 
then propofed the following decree:— 

\ L The committee of general 'fafety is invefted with power to fet patriots at liberty, 

^Every perfon who claims his liberty under this decree «, (hall be obliged to give an ac- 
count of his condud fince the firft of May, 1789. 

1L The property of patriots is inviolable and facred ; the effeds of fuch perfons as 
may be deemed enemies of the revolution, (hall be confiscated to the benefit of the 
republic They flball be detained until peace is reftored, and then banilhed for ever. 

On: the twenty-fifth of February a decree was patted founded on a report from the 
.committees of domains and alienation, as follows: 
. L, The lifts of names, which according to the law of the twenty- fixth of Frimaire* 

$tfce,i6th of December, 17*93-5) was to be made of all perfons whofe property has been, 
:or fhall be confiftated to the profit of the republic, fhall be fent and proclaimed in the 

dame manner as the general lift of emigrants, and lhall, befides, be potted up in the 
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chief towns of each diftrid only/ In confequence, there fhall be only ten thoufand im- 

preflions of each lift. 

II. In the decade following the publication of the prefent law, there fhall be made out 
particular lifts of the Englifh, the Spanifh, and all the fubjefts of the other foreign 
powers at war with France, who have any property in France," whether confiding of 
moveables or immoveables, or of credit- Thefe lifts fhall be made out by the refpedive 
municipalities, within whofe precinfts they 'poifefs any property or credit. 

III. Thefe lifts fhall, within the following decade, be fent by the national agents of 
• the communes to the adminiftration of diftricl:, who' fhall verify them, and fhall add, 
if there be occafion, a general ftate, which the agent fhall addrefs, within the third de- 
cade,- to the admiriiitratjon of departments, and to the adminiftration of domains. ' 

•IV. Moreover the national agents of the diftritts fhall "be bound to fend every mqnth 
•to the adminiftration of their departments, and to the admimftrator of the national do- 

. mains, and the national adminiftration of regifters, all- new information, they may have 
procured concerning the profit and the credit of each of the individuals comprifed in the 
fecond article. ' " 

V. The admimftrator of the national domains (hall coniprife thefe lifts and thefe in* 
formations in the tables mentioned in the prft article of the prefent law, and in the 
ftatements whofe formation is ordered by the tenth article of the law of the twcnty-fixth, 
-AfFremaire (December 17th, 1793.) ; ' . > r**. 

VL Ihe creditors of the emigrants fhall from henceforward have only one declaration, 
aijdone depoiit of titles to make. They (hall make them at the fecretaries office of the - 
;diftrid where their debtors laft refided, indicated by the generaHift, made iij conformity 
to the fecond article -of the law of the twenty-feventh of Brunikire (November the-' 
fixteenth, 1793O 

VII; '^Tlie creditors .of b^nifhed -perfons, of imprifoned priefts, of EngHfhmen, of Spa^ 
jiiar.ds, and the fubjetts of other powers ar war with the republic, or x>f perfons outlawed 
land whofe property is confiscated, are fubjeft to the fame declarations an,d depofit of titles 
as ihe creditors: of emigrants.. ; . ' t * 

< ¥111. Thefe declarations and depofits (hall be made by the creditors of emigrants and 
others,* defcribed in the preceding article, within four months, 'reckoning from the day 
,of the publication, made in the .chief town of^the diltrift. Where this term is paft, their 
idebts will be forfeited. ,: 

. , IX, Ihe depofitaries, public and private, the debtors, the farmers, or the holders 1 of 
property belonging to emigrants and others, comprifed in the lifts or general tables 
: mentioned in the prefent law, fliall, within the fame period, make the declarations pre- 
ferred; by the laws of the twenty. fifth of November, 1792, the twenty-fifth of July^ 

and the twenty-fixth of Frjmaire, (December i6tb, 1793); and this under the penalties 
.tthere pronounced., v 1 

X. The di. r pofitioas of the laws of the fecond of September, the twenty. fifth of No- 
vember., j 793, the thirteenth of January, 1793, the\twehty-fixth Frimaire, (Decern- 
iber the fixteenth, 1793,) and .others., which .may be .contrary to thpfe of the prefent 
law, are annulled. V' : 

Acceleration: of the Englifh igovernment on the motives for continuing the war, ha4 

besxi recently publilhcdj to which the convention publiftied a reply on the twenty-eightk 
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of; February,; or father a. feviere-i^nim^tary^oa-.the declaration^; ' tKe anfwer begina : by 
reciting what is ftated in the declaration as the objeft of the war?-^ namely, "the pre- 
servation of that ftaie pf r - ( civiL fociety-, happily eftabli(hed in the feveral nations of Europe". 
The greater parti of >thp. governments of Europe .being: in, their nature .defpotic, this part 
of the declaration: \ is treated as.: the dire&: amwal of a purpofe 'to .life. the. refources of 
: Great-Britain, for ths end.qf ; perpetuating the ;bleffings of defpotifm? 5 — If this be 
the object, the^»fwer v pj:ocee.ds.. rtp fayT^it-isieafy to conceive what partes to be a&ed 
;in a country, \yhere ; defppfifin has^een overthrown.. It followrsaaa.neceffary confequence 
t thajt famine-fire, and f^yordi arecto.be^employed .to .repiurige that country into its an- 
•cient ftate ofilavery. r .; - ... : S.-' /: . .i ■ ' : * • • ':: 

The Englifti minifter always- faithfyl to his : :principles v Tejoices: in. his manifefto- on the 
r approaching iprofpeft of fuccef^in -this laudable; enter prife, . He fees, every event ithrough 
.the telefcope-of: his wifties. He kfo ardent, as: to take the vifion for a reality,, that 4ike 

: Macbeth grafping at the: ideal! dagger, hereafons onthe fiftion^. as if it were an exifU 
: ing. pbj.eft. 

. It is ftated in the declaration, that a defire for the reftoration of monarchy,; ^prevailed 
almpft uniyerfally^ in France. But where, the anfwer .proceeds .to enquire^ was the 

rinanifeftation of their. defire to be, found ? Was it ;in La. Vendee.?: If it was, the:fmall 
crufade of banditti in that quarter j though fuftained by Englifli gold,, and furnifhed with 

.EngHfh arms, had been put to the route, and their leaders' puniflied as .traitors, to.'their 
country. * Was it in Lyoijs or Toulon ? The comparatively fmall party which had been 

• t excited in thofe. towns by . the ^perfidious ftratagemsof the Englifh minifter, had been de- 
feated and jnmiflied in.the fame manner. : The latter, town was.faid to have. been induced 

; to revolt by their (?0Q.fi4enge in the rEnglith government After corrupting the 
commandants of the place to deliver up the town, the effe&s of corruption arequoted, 

...with confunxmate, effrontery,, as fQ.many .piroo,fs. otf the .confidence :of 'the -citizensi!^ 
. After having eftablifh.ed the motives which -induce him to continue theLwar,.;the^Erig, 
zlifh. nxinifte.r, fay^th.e aufw?rer, : pjrpceeds to ftate.; the conditions . cc on which /'he . will 

confent to make a peace." He ftates his ardent defire to fee himfelf.in a .condition do 
3 treat . for, ths re-eftablifhijnen t of <. general tranquillity Rut how; are theffe pro teftafci ons 
•realized,, or his " juft and "moderate proportions" ftatecL? If he wifhed for peace as tniich 
: as he. pretends to do, thefq propofitlons w;auld;at:leiaft be clearly.- laid, 'down. Efe would 

not avail himfelf of any circumlocution—of any fubterfuge. ;But what. does the. Britiih 
• minifter fay on this f^bjed ?^He: . ft'at.ea, 3n jheficft! inftahce;; that he does Jiot conteft, 
^ in. any fliape, the right .of France; -tor:refor,8x bfer* fasts \ that h^^does notwiftLtb influence 
Jby aay external force; the form .of - the: go.vernmeiit^rto^b^-.eftablifhed in. an independent 

; natioriy; He.adds, ;that.fuch an»6bjeQ; -was. nsver ;within^the Jimits^of :his -.defire'!' 

« ;ILthere.: had .be.eu; 0J3& word of ■ truth- ^iia jthsffe.affertioii&, :the .obftacies to a .peace 

might have been eafily removed. 'He had nothing to do, but to recal his fleets and 

-arinies j to contsede do the ; Eren^'ithekoindu^^^ td/formi ai > government! for 

~thera(elvqs,\;and-i ! a J3^otwti0ftrforl7t^e t ^ o?ipeade y - would laat ur ally ihave 
ifoliowejd 



But ' what fliall be faid all that he has advanced on this fubje£t-is^ found to^be no- 

Ithingirmore'ihari'ialfd^ood'.a^ :aod;fthatchisr^Qf^opab arei^bnt radioed b^ 
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• In the very next pafiage of the declaration' the Brkifli mmiftdr promifes * w a fufpenfion 
of hoftilities; and fnendfhip, fafeiy; and pnoteftion, as far as the courfe of events will 
permit, to all. Frenchmen who, by declaring for a mtnartbhl . government, fhall fhakc 
.cffth-e yoke of anarchy/' — He- invite's the French people to co-operate for that purpofe 
to ferve under the colours of a hereditary monarchy, and: to unite, under the empire 
.of law, morality, and religion, 
•force. This is the man who 



This is the man who reje&s the influence of all exterior 
defrres^ot.tb jinterfere in the 'internal form .of the French 
^government* The minifler of England xlefires peace fo ardently that he di&ates the very 
terms on which he knows it will not be -accepted ! , 

Whiift he complains again'ft anarchy, he himfelf excites feditipn. He invites* the mi- 
nority of the French' nation to revolt againft the majority ; to opppfe themfelves to the 
general will ; and to take up arms for the purpofe of ^flablifliing an abfolute monarchy. 

He dates, at the fame time, the number of " well-difpofed" perfons in France, and to 

ihefe he addreffes particularly his declaration. This defcription of perfons, which he omits to 
ftate, confifts of honeft , bankrupts, ofpriefts, without faith or law, of ftarving nobles, 
and infolent pro'ftitutes, of pickpockets out of employ, and of knights of induftry of" 
the order of St. Louis; — of men who live like worms but from corruption, and exi(t 
.like mulhrooms only on the dunghill-, 

The character of the late queen of France is then exhibited in a very difgu (ling view, 
.for the purpofe of controlling her debaucheries and political intrigues with thofe of the 
Princefs Sophia of Hanover, the mother of the dynafty that occupies the Englifh throne, 
rlt theiiTeturnsto a review of' tfe internal fituation of France. * 

t . This country is now- in a revolutionary ftate. It turns on irs political axis, and tends 
by its gravitation to the centre of liberty. The laws are the neceffary refult of the exi- 
gencies of the moment ; they are either miJd or vigorous, corre&ve or -encouraging, as 
the public welfare and the importance of the object may require. England has had its 
devolution ; and it is - not juft to compare a .nation which has effected its revolution^, to 
another now in the crifis of an effort in fome meaJure fimilar, but immenfely more mighty > 
♦efFeftual, and difaftrous.. The former is in a ftate of repofe, the latter in progreffive 
anption. The .anfwer after difplaying this difference very perfpicuoufly, proceeds to draw 
:a ftrong pi&ure of the a&ual ftate of England. The common-law, fo much extolled 
Jby thofe who do not feel its rigour, inequality., chicanery, and oppreflion, or by thofe 
who are placed by opulence or power above its reach, is as corrupt and as much the 
fubjeft of barter as ;law in any of the defpotic nations of EuTope ; juftice adminiftered 
in its courts, is asmuch a lottery as the fcheme pf gambling which produces an annual 
fupply to the government. . The crironal code of England is equally barbarous, and pan 
find no parallel but in the bloody laws of Draco; at certain periods, which occur every fix 
weeks m rthe metropolis and every three months in the provinces, human vi&ims are 
plunged dnto eternity in fuch numbers* that if their crimes were but in proportion to 
their executions, the ifland of Britain alone would furpafs the colle&ive wickedqefs of 
the whole earth ; 'but the barbarity is in the law, which infli&s death alike on the wretch 
whom ipoverty condemns to ftealfor fubfiftence and : the wanton murderer ; the laws them-, 
'felves are f© multitudinous, fo confuted* fo contradi&ory, that thoufands obtain fubfif* 
3ence only by giving opinions upon them* and the 4aws afford fp many means for fubter- 

Ji/oL ,1V* 4iT, 
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fuge and doubt, that opinions may be had on any queftion on either fide fide without 

flili admitting of any certainty whether the judge who is to decide may not hold an 
open or interpretation of the law different from both ; befide thefe laws there are opi- 
nions of judges and lawyers in ages remote which have all the authoiity of laws — and 
although it is a conftant maxim that difcretion in the judges is tyranny, yet under the 
fbield of precedent, the Englifh judges are not only pofleffed of complete difcretion, but a 
difcretion to decide by their own judgment in civil affairs where no precedent is found 
applicable ; yet thefe laws, are fo facred that to find fault with them is to incur the 
punifhment of fine, imprisonment, or pillory. 

In the declaration of the Englifh minifter, tranfmitted to the commanders of the 
Englifh fleets and armies, and which was expe&cd to work miracles, found took place 
of fenfe— and words of argument; in 'one place all was menace and haughtinefs, in 
another all was foftnefs and reconciliation ; in one place the afs brayed, and in the other 

the lion roared* In the exordium " a juft indemnity" is demanded for himfelf and 
allies ; in the middle of the piece he prefers no fuch demand, In the conclufion he 
makes a number of requifitions which he knows will never be granted ! He afks among 
other things that a legitimate government may be eftablifhed in France. But who was 



E 



? The work 
the French republic knows no 



arbiter but the general will of its people, and it has already decided and Europe has feen 

that the decifion is legitimate. 

The time is not far diftant when neceffity will compel the prefumptuous and ignoratit 
minifter of England, to folicit peace from that government which he really trembles at, 
but effetts to contemn. If France were to copy the example he now fets, what fhould 
then be htr language to England? Go form a ftable and legitimate government in 
England r and France might add— Go and reftore to the Englifh people the rights of 
which they are robbed— reform that corrupt fyftem which you now fupport, and by which 
you are fapping the foundations of profperity and happinefs in every nation with which 
you are even the moft remotely connected — The cabinet, the minifters, the parliament^ 
France would confider, as you now effett to confider France — as a combination of ufurped 
powers. The people of France will treat only with the people of Great-Britain ! 

The conflicts of party occafioned by the ambition of Robefpierre became at this period 
fo important in their confequences, that even the brilliant vi&ories of the armies carry 
but a fecondary interefl ; it will be ncceffary then to take up the chain of events from the 
year preceding, and to carry forward, the civil tranfa&ions to the middle of the year j. 

after which the military annals may be taken up from the commencement of the cam- 



paign without interruption. 



political hopes and fears of thi nation. Jealoufy 



been defignated, which at this period divided the 



hers from the J 



Cordeliers, and attached them to their former rivals. The Cordeliers club became diftin- 
guifhed for its energy and its talents, but thefe were circumftances fufficiently alarming to 
the leaders of the Jacobins, and Danton feeing the danger to which diftinftion was expofed, 
had judged it neceffary to his fecurity to abandon that club to other leaders. Hebert, 

Vincent, and' Ronfm, whofe feryice§ to Robefpierre in the commune, and in the pro- 



* 

1794-1 NATIONAL CONVENTION; 353 

fcriptions which he' had contrived, were repaid with the contempt and flight of the 
great leader; the Jacobin club became irkfome to them, and they took refuge in the. 
Cordeliers, where the abfence of Danton left a vacancy which was not likely to be 
filled with equal energy or effett. Thefe perfons, however, foon retreived that notice 
which had been clouded in the Jacobins, and there is little reafon to doubt that they, 
became as eager to promote the fall of Robefpierre as they had been before ackive in the 
perpetration of his defires. There belonged to this club ftill men of the fir ft literary; 
talents *and eflablilhed jjatriotifm, fuch as Camille Defmoulins, and Fabre d'Eglantinel . 
Hebert, however became the leading man, for the literary members mentioned, were - 
more foftcitous of producing good than obtaining popularity, which appears to have been ; 
now the objeft and the misfortune of Kebert, and he did not fpare the members of his 
club any more than others, whom he deemed deferving of animadverfion in his journal, called . 
Pere Duchefne ; he had been at the head of the municipality, and arretted by the com- . 
million of twelve prior to the thirty-firft of May, 1793, and that transaction was the * 
fignai of revolt for the mountain party ; now the mountain was divided, Robefpierre faiv 
his inftrument become his rival for popularity, and foaring on the baleful wings of" 
vulgarity and indecency, to a height that might render Hebert dangerous to his own 
power. The facility with which plots had been effe&ed rendered this probable, and; 
fearing perhaps that the perfidy of the man whom he had made the inftrument of his 
crimes, might be the inftrument of his own condemnation andpaflage to the fcaffold, it 
became neceifary to his fecurity to make a new facrifice- 

Not only the anti-religious principles of the Cordeliers were at this period carried to . 
the mo ft extravagent lengths, but philofophy itfelf became ridiculous in the hands of 
maniacs and aflaffins who afte&cd to profefsit. But to conciliate the poor and ignorant, m 
the wildeft theories were preached, and even Agrarian law was held forth as the fum- - 
mit of perfeft government, and indifpenfible to true equality. With thefe tenets the , 
fanatics had ailumed a confident garb. The term Sanfculotte, which from its origin 
had become a term of pride, and had been adopted with much effect by the victorious * 
legions of the republic, was now the only appellation which was tolerated by them, 
afqualid fhabby external, long trowfers or pantaloons, fhort jackets, black wigs, red caps,., 
or the hair cut fhort behind and worn without powder, and linen always foiled, were the : 
fafhionable habilaments of thefe enrages. 

This fpecies of attire was a very Angular contraft to Robefpierre's, who always appeared : 
dreffed with ftudied,neatnefs and powdered hairj this circumftance did not pafs unob- 
ferved in the Journal of Hebert, who, alfo jealous of the genius of Camille and Fabre, . 

attacked them as difguifed Briflbtines. 

Jn the beginning of March, the table , of the rights of man, in the hall of the Corde- 
liers, was covered with black crape j and Hebert from the tribune of the fociety aflerted, 
— " That tyranny exifted in the republic." 

' At this period fome a&ual conspiracies had been difcovered, and feveral reports were 
made to the convention from the committees. On the fixth of March Barrere fignified 
the difcovery of feveral foreign intrigues, and faid— ct We have deduced from hiftory, 
all the leflbns and all the experience with which fhe could furnifh us. We have our eyes 
fixed on all our agents, and on all the public functionaries ; even the national represen- 
tation in the departments is not exempt from our vigilance. We have agents in every 
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part of Europe-^-we have agents even in America^ from' whom we learn the plots of "the 
'emigrants from the colonies, and of the envoys, from the European courts. We are not 
ignorant that thefe courts ufe every artifice to-:penetrate into our proje&s. We therefore 
Attack, them with the fame raeafures which they employ again ft us. The combined powers 
'cannot fpeak a word which we.do not hear.: The conferences of Mack at London, of 
Luchefmi at Frankfort-— the new tallies of the flaVe in uniform— are all known to us- 
- 44 If Paris, which is the firm , centre of patriotifm and courage, be each day fretted 

and teazed by petty confpiracies— if every hour gives birth to {bjge counter-revSHitionary 
intrigue, and to a variety of falfe reports— if corruption and ftock -jobbing go hand in 
hand in the metropolis, what mud be the ftate of intrigue on the frontiers ? In the fpace 
of one. month four plots have been detected — At Havre, the national wealth has been in 
tonftant exportation, and the paper medium depreciated by the fame agency; we have 
feized the perfons with all their correspondence, and they are before the tribunal. At 

JLifle a lawyer, named Legofne, was occupied as the agent of the emigrants and foreign 
powers, in fending fpecie abroad and circulating aflignats forged in England. He is 
feized and his papers* At Maubege a national agent had fold himfelf to our enemies, 
kept up a correspondence, enlifted recruits, and fent packets of intelligence to the prince 
of Cobourg. He is feized and confeffed his correfpondence with feveral Englifh agents, 
particularly one Fielding at Calais ; they are feized. Finally, at Landrecy a new treafon 
has been difcovered and baffled. We fhall foon puhlifh the infidious advice given by 
the Englifh general Moira on the project entrufted to him." 

On the thirteenth of March St. Juft made a report of a confpiracy which, he faid, 
was to produce the corruption and lofs of Paris— 44 fince the decree depriving fufpe&ed 
perfons of their property the ftroke is felt, and efforts are made to famifh us in the inte- 
rior while our enemies abroad attempt to block up* our coafts. A law was lately paffed 
againft foreigners, next . day an exception was made in favour of artifts, and the day fol- 
lowing ail the foreigners were artifts, even the phyficians, 

A decree was paffed on the report, for an arreft of fufpefted perfons, and on the 
fifteenth of March, St. Juft communicated to the convention the following letter of the 

public accufer of the revolutionary tribunal. 

tf In cenfequence of the information received at the revolutionary tribunal, in execution 
of the decrees of the national convention, which order the public accufer to arreft the 
authors and accomplices of the confpiracy formed againft the liberty and fecurity of the 
people, 1 haften to announce to you, that the refult of my enquiries permitted me not to 
defer any longer the arreft of Ronfin, Vincent, Hebert ; Momoro, Ducroquet, and ge 



neral Lamur. A Dutch banker, of the name of. Koch, is alfo ordered to be arretted, 
. at the moment I am writing/ The enquiries and informations are going on ; Ihope 
Jfoon to obtain intelligence. I pfomife you .that that the tribunal will neglect nothing to 
find out all the culpable. (Signed) Amar. ,f 

It was' in vain that Hebert in his journal affirmed, that he was not prefent when the 
. club of Cordeliers covered the table of the rights of man with a mourning veil; it was in vam 
,Jie affirmed that he meant not to glance at Robefpierre in his- denunciations againft Ca- 
, TOille, Philipaaux, and others. Some letters either .real or fi&itious were produced, faid to 
4iave been dete&ed in which -the ftate of parties was defcribed, that the committees ana 



17940 NATIONAL CONVENTION. _ 355 

Jacobins .were in concert tt) carry on the revolution effectually, but that Hebert and the 
Cordeliers had the popular voice, and were endeavouring todeftroy Robefpierre* 

On the twenty-fir ft 'of ' March he was brought before the revolutionary tribunal, 
together with Momoro j llonfin, Vincent, Ducroquet, a hair-dreffer and .commiflioner- 
ngairiit monopolifts ; Koch, a Dutch banker ; Lamur a colonel of the- fixth regiment 
Proly a natural Ton of prince Kaunita refiding as a wine merchant in Paris, and publifhing- 
a journal i Desfieux, a wine merchant; Pereira a Portuguese jew ; Anacharfis: Cloots,' 
a Pruffian and deputy ~of the convention ; Le Clerc chief of the fecond divifion of the. 

: ; Dubuiflion, a man of letters; Marie Anne the wife of Quieteneau 5 



war 



and fix others. 



1 * 



at large in the aft of accufation : 



forth much 



That the confpiracy tended to reftdre defpotifm, and to murder the reprefentatives : 
of the people ; that the .tyrant who was to govern the French nation was firft to have the 
title of Great Judge 1 . 

« " That the Englifli government and the allied powers were the real chiefs of that con-, 
fpiracy, and made, ufe of men inverted with the public confidence, namely, Hebert, 
Ronfin, Momoro, and Vincent, whofe only ambition was to obtain places and wealth 
by the revolution, that they might indulge their vices and exceffes^ 

" That the principal corifpirators, Ronfin, Hebert, Vincent, and Lamur, ufed to meet 
at night at Pafly, at the houle of the Dutch banker Koch, where they concerted their 
plans, and revelled in debauchery till late in the morning. 

" That each of the confpirators had a part prefcribed for him ;. that Ronfin with 
Mauzel went to the different houfes of arreft, to take down the names of all thofe 
prifoners whom they thought the fittelt to execute their plots. 

6 ' That Hebert and Vincent would at one time denounce the bad citizens, at another 
live courageous defenders of the people,, to miflead the public opinion, and to involve 
in one common ruin the national reprefentation and all the patriots, as the authors of the 
want of provifions, ^vhile it was manifeft that they alone, in concert with Ronfin and 
Mazuel, kept a part of the revolutionary army in the moft fhameful inactivity. 

cc That thofe fame confpirators, with their accomplices Momoro, Ducroquet, La- 
bourdeau, Ancard, and Bourgeois, propoled to cover the rights of man . with a fune- 



public places to calumniate 



ral crape. 

"That the above p 
national reprefentation ♦ 

'?\ That they caluminated in a like manner the members of the committees of public 
and gieneral fafety, ■ and demanded the renewal of the national reprefentation. 

u * That the fyftem of, reducing Paris by famine was purfued by all the. confpirators at 
one arid the fame time ; that the public funftionaries, in different communes, gave orders 
in* confequence of this plot/ that no provifions Ihould be brought to Paris, in order to 
bririg^n the crifis which was to reftore defpotifm and tyranny, / 

u That it was the defign of Ronfin to employ the revolutionary army in the execution 
of* this dreadful- plot ;* that Ronfin wifhed that the revolutionary army, confifted of one 

men/ which mahifefted his defire of being. a 



Cfomwell,* >were* it -only for twenty-four hburs. 

Vol. IV, 4 U 
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day a greater; progrefs 



that this.fam 



was oceafibned by their rep'refentative^ 

. " That Vincent -decla r ed : th'^t he Would . dnpfs out mannikins like reprefentatives. of ; the f 
people, and place them in the Thuillenes, to call the people around him,, and to teli : 
thern^ c Behold the fine reprefentatives you have; they, preach plainnefs and this is. the 
\^ay they drefs !' That this fyftenr of vilifying the national reprefentation, formed by ? . 

Vincent and his accomplices, correfponds adually with the horrid plans of the leagued 

delpots- : - ' ... ... 

; cc That other confpirators, namely, Desfieux, Pereira, Proly, and Defcombes, even :; 
publifhed the names of .thpfe reprefentatives whom they .wiihed ip t murder ; and that they 
circulated by their- agents incendiary bills throughout Pari.s. and, the adjacent communes, . 
exhorting the people to rebel asainfl .the national reprefentation. and. the conftituted 
authorities. . ... 

• ■ • 

::M That : pahiphlets and* bills were diftributed in all the public markets and ; places, ( 
Airring up the people to open the prifons, that. the. confpirators .and their accomplices 
jnight -the more eafily exterminate the reprefentatives.. 

/ 4< That-falfe parrbles were to maffacre the citizens on duty, in the houfes of arreft ; 
that- the confpirators meant to feize the mint and the national treafury but that. the. con- 
vention, at the moment when the confpiracy was to break out, publifhed a decree againft. 

tSe parties concerned/ 5 &c. 
#i The principal evidence was Louis Legendre. deputy, in the convention for Paris, and 
Louis-Pierre^ Dufournie, arch f ite£t; but their teftimony went .no farther than to prove 
fo'me rafli and intemperate expreflion which had been ufed by the prifoners, and the charges 



generally unfupported 



Labourdeau ( wap the, o^ly, perfon acquitted 



There v/ere among them, however, men to whom no part of the evidence applied, and 
whole only crime was attachment to Hebert, and the principals .of this groupe of victims j 
aihorig thefewas Anacharfis Cloots, a man who had beei} aPrufllan baron.and relinquifli- 
ed his -titles and a fmail patrimony from an eri tnufiaftic.de vo f tion to liberty, and the molt 

reined philanthrcphy his paflions had been fo much fuperior to his reafon as to derange 
the order of his underftanding, and to lead him into puerelities that ^injured the difmtereft- 

ed principles he profeffed,. and threw a ftrorig fhade of ridicule over his chara&er. The 
principal cadfe of his profcription, was not any alliance with the perfons to whofe fate his, , 
was r linked, but the circumstance of his atheiftical^ principles,; which, he. not only, ac- 
knmvledgedi But preached. He had -publifhed feverarwofks, which he t fant^rtically; dated |{ 
from Paris the capital of the,globe, and had formed an ent f bufia(lic, no.tioa that as foon as 
the potentates of the earth ftioufd be overthrown,.' all natipnfi .(hpjild , fend, their deputies 
to Paris, and the world become one. great/jepub]ic^ : Bu r t:.th^ chimeras, were nqt fo 
much'a fubjedt of ceiifure as : bf ^irth,. Svhije,. his jati^ffmVeixcitpd .the. hatred s : of fnpu-, 
fends." It has been/ a received/ n9tion ? becaufe, great ind : uftry hasj.been^ employed by, 

the'ememies ot the rre 




... 

all atheifts, Robefpierre who Wnevy beirer^faw jhat t^i^fac^ifice pf.CloQts .wouldallure him 

oFagreatef ffiare of ; pbpularl^' : '%;aufe.; thie ' bulk,; of the/, peopje . wef e really, devoted 
to -feligioriV and "inveterate^ ^' againftj'VthVirm; .'.the.. " orator of i the, hun>an. race," as 

C&dts • calk'd - hWelf j ^as therefore facrific$ . to the ; p'o%,ot;; Robeipierre, and jfor-no 
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real crime* In the- death of Hebert and his colleagues Jcio -one commifera'ted, it ap- 
peared to be a' j lift retribution for their crimes, and for , that apathy in wickednefs; which* 
<;ould conceive the laft charge a gainft the late queen. Their conduft was. far' different 
from that of thofe patriots in whofe fall they had been fo inftrumental ; along thofe 
ftibterranean galleries were the light of day never refreftied the fight; terrific phantoms 
covered with blood feemed to purfue their fteps, the headlefs trunks of murdered -victims'- 
feemed to; encumber the ground over which they trembingly crept, while the groans, 
and'fighs of the imfortnnate in thofe gloomy cells feemed to proceed from the fpirits of 
thofe : maty red patriots, calling forth from the hollow vaults this, band of aflaffins- to a* 
jttft death. 

. Cloots, however, partook neither of their crimes nor their terrors— ^vhile Hebert,. 

Mamoro. and Vincent pafled their time like the fallen angels of Miltbn in mutual accu-- 
fations, he rallied the fpirits of thofe who were finking under the infirmity- of their minds,, 
and preached atheifm to thenruntil they fucceilively paifed that bourne which was to teft: 
liis.awful' doctrines. • : 

r As. the characters- of thefe men excited no refpeft, fo their death commanded no com- 
psffion, they were executed amidit the applaufcs of the furroun :m,; miosituJe, and* the 
air relounded with acclamations at the death of thofe confpirators and wit'Jvfhburs ofvive 

laiRepubJique ! >. 

The death of Hebert was the fi^nal for throwing off the hideous mafqueradebf Sans- 

cuiotifm, in which all the world had been arrayed during the winter, in fubmiflive defe- 

r'ence.to.the interpretation of a falfe equality. Black wigs, red caps, and fhort jackets were; 

now thrown afide, and the eye once more was gratified with the appearance of decent 

apjparel, clean linen, and powdered locks ; the women too who for feme months had re- 
luctantly bound up their hair beneath round eared caps, now unfolded their treses* to the;' 
vernaLair* and decorated their perfons at-will, provided always* that the-national cockade- 
formed a part of the ornaments. 

^The. fuccefs and popularity of Robefpierre on this profcription was fuch as to enfure 

him>a complete power over the lives of all who Hood in the way of his ambition.;, and he< 

loft no time in hatching another confpiracy, and dubbing a new brood of traitors. The 

Gironde had fallen- before* him, the Cordeliers had been rent and deftroyed, his coad- 
jutors .on the mountain were now to partake of his" unquenchable ire- Aniar, who now : 
became the agent of Robefpierre, as Hebert had been before, had oh the fixteemh of 
M&rch "made a report on an alleged confpiracy of Chabot, Delaunay of Angers; Julien 
ofThouloufe, Bazire, and Fabre d'Eglantine. Thefe he defcribed as engaged in a confpi-, ; 
racy with the ; rebels of La Vendee and the court of London. . That they were only the : 
fu^ceflbrs in iniquity of - Lafayette, Dumourier, Cutting, Briffot, andthe-correfpond&its- 
of (Cobourg and Pitt. That they had engaged in a vail plan of floekjobbin'g,. in conjunct* 
tioftiwithi .count Prolyl two German' barons of the name of - Frey, baron Batzy a member^ : 
of the conftituent afiem' ly, Renulph aGenoefe, Goeth an Englifli bankef, and Gufm'ah 
a Spimitfi intriguer, all in Paris. That the accufed deputies made ufe of their fituatioriS'' 



under the- republic for the purpofe of *a mailing fortunes, and in fomeinftanees had accepted; 
bribes ; .that they maintained a venal correfpondence to, forward their avaricious . views; 
The bankers Frey were defcribed as unworthy republicans, having accepted of. noble title? 

from Maria Therefa, had a brother ferving in the imperial army, and had given two hua* : 
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tired thoufatid Hvres portion with their fitter who was married to: Chabot. ; Delaunay was 
faid to be the friend of Batz, a profound; calculator and ftockjobber, and that' with Julien; 
they had contrived to enrich themfelves by the operations again ft the Eaft-India company, 
that had been in the laft year impofed on the convention. That Fabre d'Eglantine pro-: 
pofed to make the company pay fix millions to the republic, when he knew they owed 
eight *, that India flock was lowered by their manoeuvres, and that Chabot and Delaunay 
by their influence in the commiffion which was appointed to report on the affairs of the 
company, had completed this plot of fraud, by altering the decree in conjunction with 
Fabre, and fending it fo altered to the committee of minutes. That Benoit, the agent of 
the directors, paid Fabre one hundred thoufand livres, and a like fum to Chabot, And 
the fum of live hundred thoufand was depofited to be divided between Chabot, Fabre, 
Julien, and Delaunay ; and that Benoit offered Chabot one hundred and fifty thoufand 
for his fhare. 

, The charge of ftock-jobbing appears to have been unequivocally proved, for the parties 
accufed each other, with a view feverally to their own fafety. It alfo was flated in the evi- 
dence, that 510,000 franks had been depofited to fave the lives of Fonfrede and Ducos 
who fell with the Girondifts, and fome of the members now accufed were to have received 
that fum could they have effe&ed that objeft:. It was alfo among the charges laid againft 
them, that they had attempted to fend a letter with fifty louis-d'ors to young Capet in the 
Temple, with a view to his efcape and to place him on the throne* 

The debate on this report was highly charafteriftic of the terror that prevailed. Billaud 
Varennes expreffed much anger at the reporter, for having negledted to fix the attention of 
the convention on the real fource and object of corruption. He faid it was intended to in- 
volve in infamy not the names of a few deputies, but the whole of the reprefentatives and 

the nation. Robefpierre expreffed his anger alfo at the negleft — " There is one ftriking 

obfervation which I fhall fubmit to you ; I call upon the tyrants of the earth to compare 

themfelves with the reprefentatives of the people ; I dare to this comparifon one man, 

whofe name has too often fullied this place, and which therefore I will not repeat — I throw 

down the gauntlet to that body which aflbciating itfelf with that man, fixes its attention on 

France, to fee what will be the refult of that frightful fyftem of treachery with which he 

endeavors to undermine us — What is the difference between us ? They boafl of felling 

themfelves to the bed bidder, while we, as foon aswedifcover a traitor or a corrupt de- 
puty, fend him to the fcaffold." 

The confounded reporter with the utmofl humility acknowleged the judicioufnefs and 
ftrength of the obfervations that had been juft made, that the omiflion was not from any 
defire to fupprefs truths fo important, but from an opinion that he was bound to confine 
himfelf to fimple narration ; but, ever ready to give up all felf-love, he was free to declare, 
that the able fpeeches juft delivered had convinced him of the propriety of infertingfuch 
obfervations in the report, and he wifhed his report to be referred to a committee for the pur- 
pose, which was ordered accordingly. 

On the fame day one of the fe&ions of Paris fent a deputation to the convention, de- 
manding that they ihould decide on the fate of Elizabeth Capet ; — " It is time," faid they, 
" .that the impure remains of the family which butchered the people on the tenth of Auguft 
fhould fall under the avenging and protetting law/' 
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On the feventcenth of March report was made that Herault Sechelks and Simond had 
been arretted as partifans in the recent conspiracy. 

On the eighteenth Dantcn congratulated the convention on its vigor, and after paying ■ 
a compliment to the Parifians on their patriotifm, hepropofed that every thing concerning 
the confpiracy ihould be referred to the committees of public fafety and general fecurity, 
This propofition which was intended by the mover as an affurance of confidence in the 
independence and juftice of the committees which he did not feel, and with a view to co- 
ver a 'grand and benevolent confpiracy upon which he had bent all the energies of his 
foul, was adopted, and only accelerated his own fall and protrafted for a longer period 
the tyranny of Robefpierre and the afflictions or France. 

On the twentieth Couthon had notified, that the confpirators would be tried the next day* 
He fignified at the fame time, that another feparate confpiracy exifted which would fpee- 
dily be developed. Whether the jealous penetration of Robefpierre had difcerned in the 
motion of Danton on the eighteenth a caufe of alarm, or that the treachery or indifcretion 
of fome of thofe who had entered into Danton's views, betrayed the plan that was agreed 
upon for doing away the fanguinary fyftem that had fo deeply wounded "France, has not been 
difeovered; fcveral members of both committees had entered warmly into the defign, and 
Danton had pledged himfelf to go into retirement as foon the plan (hould be accomplifh- 
ed. But the vengeance of Robefpierre never fiept ; Danton in the meantime had 



difeovered that his ruin was ready to be decided, and in vain endeavoured to compromii 
the jealoufy by propofitiqns manly and benignant. 

On the thirty-firft of March, Legendre on entering the hall faid— cc .Four of our col- 
leagues were arrefted la ft night by order of your committees — the celebrated Danton is 



one of them : I know not the names of the other three. If they are guilty, J will be th 
firftto call for their punifliment ; but you ought to hear ihem. I am pure, and I believe 

Danton to be as pure as myfelfV 

A member called out to keep to order r and a noife was made with a view to interrupt 
Legendre. Robefpierre it was obferved attempted to fpeak, but his utterance was 

iy proceedings, nor the freedom of 
fpeech.to be infringed; that this day would be glorious to liberty, and that the people 
andpofterity .vould judge their condudt. 

Legendre refumed — a He feared that private animofities were about to facrifice men 
who had rendered fervices to the republic that would immortalize them." He fpoke of his 



own connexions with Danton, which were founded only on the purity of his moral and 



opped by his furprife at the boidnefs of Legendre. 
The prefident faid he would not fuflfer fuch diforderi 




This motion was received with much, but not general applaufe. Fayau oppofed the 



motion 



. Robefpierre afcended the tribune, with a difordered countenance. — cc From thefe dif- 
turbanc.es, for a long time, unknown in this adembiy, it is evident that a grand intereffc 
is in queftion, — Whether certain men flr.il I be more powerful -than their country ? 

Why ellels this motion, which was rejected when made by Danton in favour of Chabot 

Vol. IV. : 4 X 



3<5o HISTORY OF FRANCE, [1794. 

and Bazire, now applauded by fome Individuals ? I repeat it, the queftion is, Whether 
or not certain ambitious men flialt .be ftronger than liberty ? What then i — fhall we have 
made fo many facrifices only to fall under the yoke of intriguers ? Little do I regard the 
eulogies which people bellow on themfelves and their friends. No more do we afk What a 
x man has done at this or that period : we afk what has been his condutt during the whole 
of his political career* Legendre pretends not to know the names of the deputies 
arretted." Knows he not that Lacroix, his friend, is of the number ? he efFe&s ignorance, 
becaufe he knows that he cannot pronounce the name of Lacroix, but with fliame* He 
choofes rather to fpeak of Danton, the intimate friend of Lacroix, becaufe the name of 
Danton is lefs oftenfive. We fhall now fee whether or not the convention can break in 
pieces an idol. Could not all that is faid of Danton be faid of Briflct, Hebert, and 
Chabot? They were, at certain periods, the defenders of liberty. Why then fiiould 
Danton be allowed a privilege which was denied to his companion Fabrc d'Eglantine ? — 
Attempts are made to alarm you on the abufe of power. What have you done which 
you have not done freely, which has not contributed to the falvation of your country, 
which has not drawn upon you the bleffings of the people? It is feared that individuals 
may be facrificed. Do you then diftruft that juftice which conftitutes the people's hope? 
I declare, that whoever trembles at this crifis is guilty. Me too they have tried to in- 
timidate* The friends of Danton have written, that if Danton be overthrown, ! mud 
• erifh under the ftrokes of the ariftocrats- They have imagined that connections might 
induce me to divert the courfe of juftice. What fignified to me the dangers that might 
threaten ? Mylife is my country's, my heart is free from reproach, and above all fear, 
1 was alfo the friend of Petion, of Roland, and of .Briftbt : they betrayed their country, 
and I declared againft them. Danton willies to take their place : Danton, in my eyes, 
is only the enemy of his country. The guilty are not fo numerous as they would have 
us believe. The mod criminal are thole who would raife up idols arid domineerers. 
To propofe a courfe vith feme members, not allowed in behalf of others, is an infult 
to liberty. The caufe of the guilty could be pleaded only by their accomplices. I move 
the previous queftion on Legendre's motion." 

St, Juft then appeared at the tribune, and fpoke as follows The revolution is in the 
people, not in the renown of certain individuals. The revolution confifts in the love of the 
country j and it was by the irrtfiftable impulficn that Manlius was hurled from the capitel, 
and Regulus delivered into the hands of the executioner. It is by this fentiment, and 
by its fubline counfels, that, in the midft of ftorms and perils, your committees have 
ftriven againft the fa&ion they had juft fubdued, and have made war againft. all thofe who, 
purfuing different means, but agreeing as to their plans, have conftantly endeavoured to 
degrade the national reprefentation. After fo much feverity, it certainly requires fome 
courage to practice a new feverity ; but the courage of Juftice is the fruit and refult of 
the energy of virtue. To defeat the new plot, about which I am now to fpeak, a plot 
which is merely the fequel and the laft thread of all the others, I muft Ihortly defcribe 

t:> you the hideous confpiracies that have menaced public liberty. On the ftage of the 
revolution, we have feen a great number of performers, the greater part of whom had 
fufficient talents to. do good, but wanted the heart and integrity to do fo. It .will be 
pleaiing to us, neverthelefs, to fee that all the wickednefs with which tyrants reproach us, 

ipring from themfelves j and that from their thrones have iffned the rivers of corruption 



r 
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that have inundated France. We will follow the foreign powers flep by ftep, and 
meafure the route of their agents. England and all the inimical governments have per- 
ceived, that fhould they attack us with one fa&ion alone, that fattion would be readily 
difconcerted. — They therefore fet on foot at one and the fame time feveral fa&ions, which 
are involved in each other, like the (kies of Defcartes, and the aim of which is the 
fame, although they are not known mutually to each other. In the firfl place fprang up, 
on the ruin of all principles, and with the progreffion of every defcription of crimes, 
though without energy and audacity, the faftion called d'Orleans, after him whom it 
wifhed to be placed on the throne: all the afcenclancy of Mirabeau, all the talents of 
Dumourier, were the inefficacious vehicles of this dafhrdly faftion. By federalifm, which 
was to beftow on each commune an independent authority, an endeavour was next 
made to corrupt with great- facility the French nation, which would thus have been divi- 
ded ; a part of the convention was led into this opinion, and the members who became 
the accomplices of this treafon, merited juftly the fate they experienced. An infinity 
of other means have been prattifed to annihilate the republic ; all of thefe have been 
deftroyed, but new confpirators have formed new plots from their ruins. At lengthy 
Hebert appeared on the political horizon ; Hebert, who, to deceive the people, addrefied 
them in a grofs language , Hebert, the partizan of royalty, the friend of Chabot, whom 
he afterwards ftigmatized, but with whom he was to have fupped on the evening of the 
day when the latter was apprehended. The league, at the head of which this ILb^il 
was, was completely conne&ed with the abortive plans of BrifTot and Carra ; and around 
this new confpiracy, the fecret and moft Ikilful partizans of the plors that had been 
defeated, rallied. Among thefe we ought to diftinguui Fabre d'Eglantine, the panegyrift 
of d'Orleans ; a man fupple, inliuuaung, cunning, laborious, fpeaking every tongue, 
flattering all the paffions, tender of every party, daflardly, fubtle, a nice obierver and 
prophefier of events, and one who obtained the elteem of all, touching their paffions, 
as a mufician tries, liitens to, and determines the effect of the notes of his compofition; 
Together with Petion, Carra, and Brilfot, he on the tenth of Augufl implored the people 
in favour of the king. During the firft ten months of the fitting of this convention, he 
was filent j but obferving the cataftrophe of the contending parties, he made the finances 
his ftudy, and fpoke learnedly in all the difcuflions on financial matters. He foon per- 
ceived to what the deftru&ion of public worfhip would lead j and becoming accordingly 
a loud declaimer againd the eternal bafis of morality, he attacked providence, denied 
the i.nmortality of the foul, . which comforted Socrates when he {"wallowed the juice of 
hemlock, and wifhed, in concert with his followers, to banifh from nature the Supreme 
Being. At the head of rhis fyfiem was Chaumette, the flatterer of the people, but the 
friend of kings ; who, when he remitted thirty thoufand livres to his father, requefted 
ol him neither to purchafe national domains, nor the confifcated property of the emigrants. 
Let not the people lofe fight of the divinity ! Thofe who made religion a pretext for the 
reftoration of royalty, 'have endeavoured to difTeminate among us the horrible doftrine of 

atheifm. In the front of the latter, marched another party^ the one which demanded 
the calling together of a new convention. The party pretended, that you were decayed ; 
but the tyrants, fome of whom have been thefcourge of Europe for fifty years, are they 

decayed ? Are the intrigues of our enemies, and the genius of counter-revolution decayed ? 
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Are crimes niore vigorous than virtue, and do they weary fooner ? Among th? potentates 
of the earth, the firft: is the national reprefentation ; for it confifts of the people. Can 
one fmgle man and the country be weighed in the fame fcale. From one end of Europe 
to the other, the ftyle of patriotifm is afTumed ; let us fee, Danton, what the ftyle of 
patriotifm is ? You confpired with Mirabeau, Dumourier, Hebert and Herault. You 
fought the prote&ion of Mirabeau ; and during his life you remained mute. This faction- 
monger knew the value of your audacity and difplayed againft the court a menacing front. 
He per iflied, and his death again plunged you in obfcurity. You appeared again, in the 
Champ de Mars, and it was then that in the Jacobins you fupported the motion of La- 
clos, and drew up with BrilTot the celebrated addrefs. You foon after, however, con- 
trived, to enjoy tranquillity at Arcis-fur-Aube ; but on the night of the tenth of Auguft 
you returned, and it required all the perfuafion of your friends to keep you out of 
bed. When minifterof juftice, you were furrounded by knaves; and fpeakingof Noei, 
one of your agents, you obferved, that you knew him to be a good-for-nothing fellow, 
bat you had him watched. Upon Fabre d'Egiantine you heaped riches and it was by 
your influence that both he and d' Orleans were chofen for the convention. In this con- 
vention you were the friend of the Bvifiotines, with whom you concerted fliam attack 



to be made onyourfelf; and while they demanded your accounts, you prefented to 
them the olive-branch of peace. You talked of your indolence, but you well knew 
how to fhake it oiF in the defence of Dumourier aud Weftermann. Dumourier, Dan- 
ton, Fabre- Fona, Fabre d'Eglantine, and Lacroix, are ail of the fame political faith, 

and of the fame faftion. If there is a reputation more tarniilied than the reft, it is that 
of Lacroix, on whom the public opinion has already pronounced. He has at all times 
been fufpe&ed, and regarded as a man of immoral character- The defender of Miranda, 
and friend of Dumourier, he has an hundred times inveighed againft the Jacobins, and 
has as often tellined his hatred againft them, The corruption of public morals was one 
of the arms of Lacroix, who, in concert with Danton, propofed the banifhment of 
Capet. Such, Danton, were your friends. Your robuft make feemed to difguife the 
feeblenefs of your counfels ; you began like the thunder, but you never made a vigorous 

propofition againft the federalifts. You feemed energetic, but your energy .was falfe ; 
and if, in the month of March 17-93, on your return from Belgium, you caufed a fer- 
ment in Paris, if you excited an infurre&ion, it was to enable Dumourier to march to 
the capital with his army. Like Sextus Quintus v you pretended fimplicity •> but flaOies 
of light foon dazzled the political tortoife, and made you appear a very camelion, giving 
a diverfity of colours to your- crimes* Philipeaux* was known by his writings againft 
Marat, and for his appeal to the ! people : his works of a more recent date, betray the 
foreign pens by which they were 'dictated, and have occafioned more than one revolt. 

Hebert delighted in repeating, that the revolution, like Saturn, would devour, its chil- 
dren. No ! it will devour no other than the friends of tyranny— not one true child of 



liberty 'will perifh. Danton and Lacroix talk in vain of clemency. . Let us be inflexible: 
it is. indulgence that is ferocious, when it protects the enemies of .the people, *Jn the 
territory of France,- no other than freemen fhould remain : let us, like Promotheus, ileal 
from heaven the fire which fhali*deftroy : tyrants, and give life to^ the republic." 
- This report, frequently- interrupted 'with applaufes, concluded s with \ the "following 

decree 
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The convention decrees the following deputies to be in a ftate of accufation— namely, 

Camille Defmoulins 5 Hqrault, Danton, Philippeaux, and Lacroix. They areconvi&ed 
of having plotted with d'Orleans, Dumqurier, Fabre cTEglantine, and other enemies of the 
republic; and of having fhared in the conspiracy which tended to re-eftablifli monarchy, 
and to deftroy the national reprefentation, as well as the republican government. They 
are accordingly to be tried with Fahre d'Eglantine. 

Thefe proceedings exhibit the mod forcible pi&ure of the combined influence of am- 
bition and hypocrify, of the rage to which the luft of power will lead men. And how 

ready tyrants are to employ the revered authprity of liberty and religion to fan&ion. crimes . 
the mod outrageous of their principles. 

On the morning of the fecond of April, Danton, Fabre d'Eglantine, Lacroix, Chabot, 
Philippeaux, Camille Defmoulins, Delaunay of Angers, Herault Sechelles, the abbe 
d'Efpagnac, Gufman, the two Freys, Diendrichien, and Lullier, were brought, before 
the revolutionary tribunal, with the celebrated general Wefterman. It will be evident 
from the tranfaftions already ftated, that the charges againft thefe perfons were the raoft 
oppofite to each other. Hebert had been accufed among other things of his calumnies 
.on Fabre d'Eglantine and others ; Fabre is now accufed of thofe things as counter-revolu- 
tionary which Hebert had been condemned for aliening. Camille Defmoulins and 
Danton, whofe names will ever live among thofe of the founders of the republic and 
men of genius, were not accufed of any conneftion with Fabre or his affociates ; Danton 
•had been a republican and a leader in the revolution before Robefpierre was yet publicly 
;known ; and Camille on the, day preceding the taking of the Baftile, had the glory of 
being the firft man in France who placed the national cockade in his hat, and calling his 
fellow-citizens to {hake off the fetters of defpotifm. But Robefpierre was not to be de- 
terred from making them his vi&ims by the confiderations of gratitude or early ,affe&ion« 
Danton had by his intrepidity and his eloquence refcued Robefpierre from an ac.eufa.tion 
brought againft him by Louvet for the maflacres of September, and which excited fo 
much indignation in the convention that he expe&ed to be fent to the fcaftold. Camiile 
]*ad been his fchoolfellow and early friend. 

But Robefpierre had always envied the fuperior talents of Danton, and indeed he was 
fo formidable a rival, that to. fucceed in his defigns it was indilpenfably neceffary to remove 
Danton. It appears that the latter was not infenfible to his danger, and was perfe&ly ac- 
quainted with the perfidious chara&er of his rival A few days before his arreft, he had 
gone to a villa at fame diftance from Paris, and returned to town in the fame carriage 
. with Robefpierre ; the object of the vifit was to obtain a reconciliation ; but after ail 
Damon's remonftrances and thofe of a common friend, finding Robefpierre implacable 
and that he eyed him with a farcaftic malignity that exprefled the black purpofe of his 
foul, he left him with this prophetic exclamation — " I fee that my fate is decided, but n*y 

" death will be your ruin." 

The real crime of Camille was a fatirical parallel between the revolutionary pra&ices 
under Robefpierre and the capricious tyranny of the Roman emperors, which he publifhed 
in a periodical paper of which he was the editor called " The old Cordelier wherein, 
he expanded the glowing precifion of Tacitus into charges fo extremely ludicrous, that 

they found an echo in every heart but that of the tyrant, upon whofe fouLthey inflifte<i 

£o?tures incurable,. 
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Philippeaux was among the moft to be regretted of the deputies ; his heart open to the 

impreffions of tendernefs, had reported with great feeling the horrors he had witneffed ia 
La Vendee, whence he had lately returned from a mifliou. 

Fabre* s crimes were certainly not againft the revolution, admitting even the truth of 
his concern in (lock -jobbing ; he poflelTed fine talents for literature, was an excellent 
poet, and had written a celebrated comedy called Phelinthe. It has been faid of him 
that the fpirit of intrigue which prevails in his comedy diftinguifhed him as a legillator. 
The love of fame, however, continued to prevail even over the fear of death, and his 
laft cares were fixed upon a comedy which he hadcaufed to be depofited with the com- 
mittee of public fafety, left Billaud Varennes ftiould claim the credit of having written it. 

At the. tribunal Fabre alone appeared agitated. Danton maintained a hilarity that 
mortified his accufers, he had made up his mind to his fate ; when the ufual queflion was 
put to him concerning his name and refidence, he replied — " my refidence will foon 
be a nonentity ; but my name will forever live in the pantheon of hiftory. ,> Herault 
Sechelles being atked the fame queftion, faid he formerly poflfefied a feat in that hall 
where he was detefted as the decided friend of liberty. Chabot took poifon, but it was 
counterafted by an emetic- Camille and Herault entertained the fpectators by completely 
turning the a& of accufation into ridicule ; and Danton perplexed the judges by the 
keenelt fallies of wit and pointed inveflive- His contempt for the tribunal he difplayed 
by every means in his power, and amufed himfelf with throwing little balls of parte in 
the faces of the judges. This conduct it was which was the pretext for and application, 

to the convention, and produced that decree, propoled by St. Juft, which prohibited the 
hearing of contumacious culprits. 

The prifoners loudly demanded to.be confronted with the tyrant, whom they accufedof 
being afraid to look in th« face of innocence, they lamented chat they had not fuccefsfully 
confpired againft him, and declared that " Nothing would be more glorious than to confpirc 
* c againft a government which itfelf confpired. " Robefpierre however had abfented him* 
felf from the convention and refufed to attend, upon a pretence that a plot was formed 
to aflaflinate him at the tribunal — They refufed to anfwer interrogatories unlefs their 
accufers, Robefpierre, St. Juft, and Barrere, were compelled to attend, and confronted 
with them to give evidence. The jury therefore found Danton, Camille, Lacroix, Phi- 
lippaux, Herault, and Wefterman, guilty of conlpiracy againft the republic ; Chabot, 
Fabre, Julien, d'Efpagnac, the two Freys, Gufman, and Diendrichien, guilty of corrupt 
practices ; and acquitted Lullier, Delaunay appears not to have been tried. 

At two o'clock the fame day fentence of death was paflfed ; and at five in the afternoon 
they were conveyed in three carts from the Conciergerie to the place de la revolution. 
They all behaved with the moft magnanimous refolution except Lacroix; Danton, while 
the condemned deputies were getting into the cans, amufed the crowd with many fportive 
obfervations ; on his way to the fcaffold he continued his jocularity ; his head which was 
bare^ ft ruck many perfons wit h a refemhlance of Socrates He was the laft perfon 
executed, and when tied to the plank, he caft his eyes towards the fatal knife, and his 
countenance and figure affumed an air of magnanimity with which the fpettators were 
deeply penetrated. 

Danton was a native of Arcy-fur Aube in the department of Calais; he had been 

* educated for the bar. But his talents were fuperior to his education. From the firli 



changes powers and inftitutions ; or they overthrow inftitutions an 
consequent change of opinion is alio effected. — The firft way is th< 
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firft dawn of the revolution he had taken an a&ive part, in his own commune and in the 

capital. His popularity commenced in the Cordeliers club, to which his talents gave a 
celebrity that excited the envy of the ambitious. He was originally intimate, beloved 
in and loved the Gironde party. Their chara&ers, however, did not pofiefs that energy 
which he deemed expedient in a revolution j hea&ed with them however in countera&ing 
the filths: ef the court in Auguft,* 1792 ; he was the principal contriver of the affair of the 
tenth, and patronifed Wefterman, who commanded the citizens on that occafion, and who 
at length fell on the fame fcaffold on the fame day with him. He had early forefeen that 
the impulfe which then a&uated France would lead to her emancipation from defpotifm. 
When he became diftinguifhed at the Cordeliers, the great places of the revolution were 
already preoccupied in that dangerous fyftem of limitted. liberty which admits of a throne. 
Danton ftill foifhed for a place fuited to his genius, and he it was that firft conceived 
the plan 6f turning France into a republic* 

There are two ways which may be taken, in order to accomplifti a great political 
change in a ftate. Either the innovators produce a change of opinion, which of courfe 

d powers, by which a 

fequent change of opinion is alio effected. — The firft way is the longed ; and it is to 

be flowiy travelled. The fecond is not a road, but a precipice that is to be leaped over ; 
it requires but one bold leap, and bur a moment of time. — It was the latter which beft 
fuited the boidnefs, the fluggifhnefs, the ardent yet indolent character of Damon, 

He had in him fomething which cannot be defcribed, but which drew men about 
him, to make thernfelves his inftruments, and to await his orders. Petty fuccefles he never 
contefted with any one j and this was the reafon why all concurred to aid him in attaining 
the greateft fucceffes. 

When you :rft approached him, his figure and voice were terrible. He knew it, and 
was not ill pleafed with the idea j for the more fear he commanded, fo much the lefs ill 

was he obliged t > do. 

When once Mirabeau was thoroughly corrupted, the court then employed all their 
means of corruption, in order to get in the fame way at Damon ; but he remained faith- 
ful to the republicans. 

After the twentieth of June, every one began to make his court at the caftle, which 
was apparently riling in power. Danton prepared the events of the tenth of Auguft j and 
the caftle was no more. 

This was the motion, this the decree, that truly created the republic. 

Thole days of glory were nearly allied to the fecond and third of September; and 
Danton has been accufed as a partner in all the guilt and horrors of the latter. — But it 
is known, that, while ihofe bloody men with whom he had been affociated by the greateft 
victory of liberty, cut off men who were all moll innocent and peaceful , Danton hiding 
his pity under the roarings of his voice, fnatched on the right-hand, and on the left, as 
many victims as poflible from daughter ; and thefeatts ot his humanity at that very period 
were afterwards recorded as crimes againft the revolution, in the a£t of accufation, which 

hurried him to the fcaffold. ; 

Conducted at once to the miniftry, and into the convention, Danton too well knew the 
•revolution and human nature, not to be aware, that to continue a minifter, would he 

but to expofe himlelf to certain ruin $ and he refigned an executive power which placed 
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the unfortunate perfons entrufted with it, abfolutely at the mercy of any one who de- 
fired to crufh them. 

On the other hand, what a field .for glory, and for the expanfionof mind, did not 
the contention prefent to thofe iegifla tors who were employed to give to a nation of fiva 
^nd twenty millions of men, a republican conftitution ? , 

Danton had never regulary ftudisd the works, of thofe philofopher3 who have, for about 
a cer.tury now paft, deduced from the nature of man, the principles of the focial art.. 
He had looked only into his own meditations for thofe vaft yet fimple combinations which, 
the. organization of a vaft empire requires But his natural capacity, which was very 

great, and was. as yet unoccupied, naturally excluded vague, complex, and falfe notions, 
and as naturally opened itfelf to receive thofe truths of experience, which were confirmed 
by fatisfactory evidence. 

Ke had that invention, that inftin&ive apprehenfion of I he great '•> which conftitutes 
genius; and that filent circumfpeftion in which confifts the majefty of reafon. 

Danton never wrote ox printed a difcourfe. He ufed to fay, I" never write. This has 

been, in different ages, the cafe witlvfeveral extraordinary men, who have palled over 
the earth leaving on it their words and difciples, but none of their writings.— -They muft 
no doubt have felt that they could not write in a ftile worthy of their characters or of 
their ideas. . 

The great models of ancient eloquence were almoft as little known to him, as the views 
of modern philofophy. But thole ardent expreflions uttered amidft the burfts of paffion, 
and by the moft illuftrous chara&ers, which the literature of antiquity has preferred ps 
'thofe words which, from age to age, have been refounded in every ear,--were deeply 
engraven on his memory ; and their forms had, without thinking of it^ become the or- 
dinary forms of the fallies of his chara&er, and of his paffions. 

. His imagination, and thatfpecies of eloquence, an eloquence Angular y adapted to his 

figure, his voice and his ftature, — were thofe of a great leader. His firft view of men 

and of things, were quick, correft, and impartial. He poffefled that folid pra&ical pru- 
dence, . which experience alone can confer. 

He knew hardly any thirty. He did not pretend to forefee. But he opened his eyes^ and 

, beheld. 

. In public affemblies, he uttered fome exprefiions which were long remembered. In 
private company, he was filent, and liftened with interefted attention when thofe around 
him talked little ; with aftohifhment when they faid a great deal— he excited Camille 
^fmoulins t,o fpeak, becaufe his genius difdained to trifle, and his eloquence was dignified 
and pure ; he endured the prattle of Fabre d'Egiantine^-only becaufe it was poetical, and 
relieved the feverity of profound abftra&iom 

. Such was the. man who was almoft adored by bis friends, and whom his enemies ought 
•to have treated with that delicacy and forbearance which the interefts of the republic de- 
manded. 

But; his enemies, to. whom he was of -all men tfye mod formidable, ever believed him 
to be the moft dangerous of men to. the republic, All the faults of his party were at- 
tVibiftedito him, becaufe he did not prevent them : his power was reprefented' as enor- 
mous, on purpofe to- defame and ; ruin him.— Marat was feud to be but a ribbald and 

^adtnanj Robef{4ei?re bat an oratorical dictator y and becaufe Danton alone had talents 
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fitted to accomplifti a grand projeft of ambition, he was fuppofed to be continually bufied 

about fuch a project. 

Danton faw his fafety endangered by the fears which he commanded j and could not 
but ufe means for his defence. 

At the very time when the right fide had the majority, he had loudly called for a 
government, and this not more from fear of the mifchief which his enemies might do 
to him and his party, than of that mifchief which his party and he might do to their 
enemies. If his friends and he might be but fafe, it appeared to him a matter of indiffer- 
ence, whether the paflions of all ihould be fuppreffed by the public force, or fhould be 
facrificed by the prudence of the leaders of the parties. 

He believed, he faw — himfelf to be always menaced; it was actually fo. To fave 
himfelf and his friends, therefore, he overleaped all the barriers — By him were demanded 
the revolutionary tribunal, the revolutionary army, the revolutionary committees, the 
forty fols of daily pay to the members of the fettions. He ftruck on all fides with his 
trident ; and on all fides furious tempefts arofe. 

Hardly had he feen his-firft dangers removed from before him, by the decrees of the 
thirty-firft of May, when he diverted himfelf of his power, and turned all his cares to 
fave thofe who unfortunately were already loft. They had been given up to Robefpierrc 
and Billaud. Billaud and Robefpierre eagerly grafped at the government, when thefeafon 
of combat was over, and nothing remained but to rear and to crowd the fcaffolds with 

vi&ims. 

Obferve from that moment, the train of Danton* s condud in the national convention : 
you will fee him bufied in marking out for himfelf an oblique path, in which he might 
feek at once his own fafety and the fafety of the members over whom he had gained a 
vi&ory that gave him more forrow than joy. He uttered cries for vengeance by which the 
vaulted roof of the fanttuary of the laws was fliaken, yet at the fame time fuggefted 
meafures by which the cruelties of vengeance might be averted, — All the extravagance 
and fury of the demagogue were but feigned.— Love of order, of juftice, of humanity, 
was the fentiment which prevailed in his heart* * He afFe&ed a barbarity of foul, in order 
to retain his popularity, that he might be able to bring back the people to a due refpeft 
for the laws, and for the lives of their fellows. 

When the fate deftined to the two and thirty appeared to be inevitable ; Danton heard, 
fo to fpeak, his own death-warrant in theirs. All his ftrength funk to feeblenefs, opprelfed 
by the fenfe of the revolutionary diforders and crimes. — He could no longer talk of 
aught but the country. He felt a fuffocation at his heart. — He needed to retire from 
the prefence of men, in order to refpire freely. At his native place of Arcis-fur-Aube, 
theafpeel of nature, while it calmed the anxieties of his breaft, infpired him with 
generous and magnanimous refolutioris — In the filence of the country and of retreat, he 
conceived the defign of a new and benevolent confpiracy. All his friends entered 
into it. 

He often fpoke in a tone of candour and defpair, of the quarrels in the convention, 
of the errors of others, of his own and the unfortunate events which they had occafion- 
ed,— " Twenty times," faid he to a friend one day, " did I make them offers of peace ; 

" they refufedto believe me 1 that they might ftill remain at liberty to deftroy me; they 
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"forced us to*, take refuge in the arms of fanfculottifm, which has deftroyed them, 
" which will deftroy us all, which will at laft deftroy itfelf." 

The defign and plan of Danton's confpiracy, although carefully concealed, were 
however very evident. 

Its defign was to reftore for the benefit of all, the reign of juftice and of the laws, 
and to extend clemency to his enemies ; to recal into the convention, thofe of its mem- 
bers who had been expelled from it, reciprocally granting to them, and requiring from 
them, a general amnefty ; to fubjedl to the mod thorough examination of the reprefen- 
tatives of France, of the whole nation, of all Europe, that conltitution of 1793, which 
had been framed by five or fix young^perfons in the fpace of five or fix days, but which 
ought to have been the mafterpiece of the beft efforts of human genius, fince it was 
to be the firfl: model upon earth, of a democracy of five and twenty millions of men j 
to offer peace to the powers of Europe, yet ftill continue to defeat them ; to raife com- 
merce and induftry up from their ruins, by giving them unlimited liberty; arts and 
fciences from their ftate of fhattered decline, by holding out to them magnificent encou- 
ragements ; to annihilate all the barriers dividing department from department ; and put 
an end to thofe inquifitions which looked upon cards, and into port-folio?, for proofs of a 
civifm which can have no exiftence except in fouls which are exempted from all fuch in- 
quifition ; to regard as the only cards of fecurity to the republic,— good laws, a good 
government, their armies, and victories. 

The meafures by which he propofed-to carry his confpiracy into execution, were,— to 
prepare the minds of men for fuch a change, by means of fuch papers as thofe of 
Camilie Defmoulins to open a communication and a mutual underftanding between 
the left fide of the convention, and the remaining members of the right fide; — to put an 
end to that divifion which had laid them both at the mercy of tyrannical committees 
to regard none but Collot, St. Juft, and Couthon, as irrecoverably attached to the exter- 
minating fyftemj— to try to detach Barrere from them by addrefling the humanity of his 
heart;— ftill to augment the power of the committee of public fafety, becaufe ambition, 
when diverted of private views, could not be too ftrongly armed to accomplifli the public 
welfare,— and becaufe, (hould it, on the contrary, continue to employ new powers ftill 
in the perpetration of new crimes, its authority becoming every day more odious, would 
proceed from crime to crime, with that infolence and effrontery, which are always the 
ultimate exceffes, and the termination of tyranny;.- in fhort, to accomplifli either by 
gradual movements, or by fome impetuous unexpe&ed effort, a total or partial renova- 
tion of the two committees ; and by a fortunate irruption, to introduce into the govern- 
ment, thofe grand, generous, and patriotic views, with which the confpiracy had been 
conceived. 

The fole ambition of Danton at this period was, by accomplifhing a grand and lading 
good-to mankind, to make amends for thofe terrible but tranfient milchiefs which anarchy 
had occafioned to France ;— to extinguifli by a democracy organifed with profound wif- 
dom, all the delirium and difafters of fanaticifm ; to make the revolution expire under 
a republican government, fufficiently powerful and brilliant to eftablilh an eternal alliance 
* between order and liberty ; to fecure the happinefs of his country ; to give peace to Eu 

; rope; to return'then to Arcis-fur-Aube, and grow old in indolent retirement, with hi 
children around him, and cultivating his- farm* 
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To this grandeur of fentiment and views, had thefoul.of Dantonbeen raifedby that 
fame confpiracy which animated the genius of Camille Defmoulins with all Tacitus's 
profoundity and elevation of thought. Thofe who (hall be furprifedat it, will by. their 
furprife declare, that they know what effefts can be produced on a foul that has not yet 
ceafed to be fufceptible of the tender affeftions of nature- -by thofe reproaches of con- 
fcience which urge it to embrace virtue as an altar at which every, crime may be expia- 
ted ; that they know not how 'much the views of virtue can do, to create, or to exalt 
human genius- JDanton dying for the caufe of humanity, was feen to turn his looks 
-towards that heaven which he was truly worthy to behold. Whatever might be his 
faults, virtue mult, throughout every future age, bear witnefs for him in refpect to two 
things :— he overturned the throne ; and he perifhed on the fcaffold for having wifhed 
to ftop the effufionof human blood, which flowed in torrents by the hands. of the execu- 
tioner, and upon the very foundations of the republic. 

The principle once admitted of punifhing upon fufpicion and not on evidence, no 
boundaries can be prefcribed to vice or paflion. The better of la Flotte which had been 
laid before the convention, was now employed as the foundation of further .murders. 
Arthur Dillon, an lrifh general, who had formerly commanded that.diviflon of the army 
which at the pafs of Beifme in the foreft of Argonne in 1792, repulled the Prufiians 
and faved France, was an intimate friend of Camille Defmoulins, and was naturally .in- 
terefted in the fate of his friend. The bafenefs of la Flotte had led him, in order to.fav- 
hisown life, to betray his converfations with Dillon ; and Camille having fallen,, his un- 
fortunate and beautiful widow was comprehended in the lift of the profcribecl. By one. 

of thofe fmgui r chances of which the revolution was fo fruitful, the wife of Hebert was 
led to the fcaffold on the fame day ; Madame Defmoulins who deplored her hufband with * 
the mod virtuous forrow, felt an heroic confolation at fuftering fo foon on the fame 
fcaffold; and contemplated with rapture the flattering hope of being reunited to her 
hufband in a happier (late of exiftence. Her charms which were of a f uperior order were 
adorned by a fwee: and ferene fmile on her way to execution ; the people as {he paiTed 
along frequently exclaimed — " How beautiful Ihe is ! — How mild (he looks — What a pity 
" 'tis that (he fhould fuffer." at the foot of the fcaffold fhe embraced the wife of Hebert, 

bad farewell to her friends, and met her fate with angelic ferenity- Dillon who fuffered 
with he* met bis death with a dignified compofure. 

Along with them alio fuffered general Beyffer, accufed of counter-revolutionary prac- 
tices in la Vendee where he commanded/ Chaumette, one of the principal agents of 
Robefpierre in the profcriptions of the thirty firft oi May, and Gobet who had been arch- 
bifliop of Paris, and had renounced this prieft hood, for the worfhip of the popular gods 
of the day ; the only charge againft thefe two were their atheifm- Robefpierre had 
adored the goddefs ef reafon till the church was defpoiled of thofe treafures with which 
fuperitition enriched it, Chaumette continued his devotions, but his real crime was that 
of Hebert, a knowledge of the vices of Robefpierre. Gobet was in his fixty-feventh 
year, and appears to have been executed only as a cover to the death of Chaumette^ 
' At this period, however, terror had arrived at its higheft tenfion ; and from feeing a 
fucceflion of able and virtuous men fent to the fcaffold in conjun&ion with real traitors, 
the convention began to feel and recover from the ltate of degradation in which they 

-were finking* .-A -'deputation from the popular fociety at Cette appeared at v the bar. on 
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the fourth of April, and delivered an addrefs by its fpokefman containing fentiments 

adapted to the fanguinary fpirit of the tyrant, — they wifhed " death to be the order of the 

day. Marat faid off with 500,000 heads, and liberty is fecured for ever/' they recom- 
mended fimilar principles. The prefident however fignified to the deputation cc not 
death but juftice fhould be the order of the day. That their language was unworthy of 
republicans* and the citizens in the galleries had proved by their murmurs that they did 
not fhare their fentiments— in fpke of thofe who wifh to annihilate all public and private 
virtue — republicans will not fuffer themfelves to be difgraced by bloodfhed — virtue 
and juftice, fliould be the motto of Frenchmen---report this anfwer to thofe who fent 
you."~- 

The convention loudly applauded this fpeech of the prefident, and feveral voices, 
exclaimed to turn out the deputation from the hall, and they were accordingly expelled- 

On the 6th of April the convention decreed on the motion of Couthon — " that every 
deputy fliould be obliged, upon pain of death to give an account of his revenue before 
and fince the revolution. 5 ' This was profefledly intended to obviate a repetition of the 
fpeculation of which fome of the condemned deputies had been accufed ; but really to 
throw odium on their memory and to fpread terror more widely. 

On the fifteenth of April St. Juft made a report on the general police of the republic, 
in which he took a retrofpe£k of the revolution and endeavoured to unfold a variety of ano- 
malous combinations-*— of Necker with Orleans, in forming s the number of the tiers etat ; 
of Necker and Mirabeau, to eftablifh monarchy, under a falfe pretence of liberty ; of Dan- 
ton, Ducos, Fonfrede, Dumourier, Ronfm, a&ing in concert, to introduce ariftocracy. . 

He defcribed Marat as mild in his deportment but terrible to traitors, and afferted that 
RoufTeau profefled the fame virtues. 1 he tyrants of Europe had derived their power from 
the fanftion of feveral ages of folly ; that the republic was eftablifhed by five years refift- 
ance againft that folly. Who in the times of Pompey, he alked, were the parents of the 
exifting race of kings ? They were all but the grand children of labourers, failors, fol- 
diers, or robbers. At his death the tyrant of- France bequeathed civil wars ; that the le- 
gacy would remain until the executors weredeftroyed. He noticed an expreflionof Earl 
Stanhope in the Englifti Houfe of Peers, who had declared that the Englifh government 
had employed every artifice of treachery and bribery — of revolts and calumny — to deftroy 
the French national reprefentation. He concluded as ufual with profeffing the mod fa- 
cred reverence for religious worfhip and the divinity. 

On the fixteenth Couthon produced a decree founded on this report, by, which all 
aliens belonging to the countries at war with the republic, and all ex-nobles were ordered 
to depart from Paris, and from all fortrefies and maritime towns. This decree, however, 
is fo important that it merits a particular record ; the following is a copy of it : — 

Art-- L All perfons accufed of confpiracy, in any quarter of the Republic, fhall be 
conducted to Paris, in order to be tried by the Revolutionary Tribunal of that Capital. 

II. The Committees of Public and General Safety (hall immediately take meaiures to 
arrefl all accomplices of confpirators, and fhall order them to be .conducted before the 
above Tribunal- 

III. Popular commiffions fhall be eftablifhed on the fifteenth of Floresl next. 

. IV. All adminiftrations and civil courts of juftice are ordered to decide upon all pend- 
,ing fuits, within three months after the publication of this decree, under the penalty of 
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deprived of theififtin&i 



Ofali. fa 



minated withinthe above fixed time, under the fame penalty to the judges* ."'*' 
" The Committee of Public Safety is exprefsly charged to infpecl: the conduct or" all 



V 



administration of public bufmef§. 
VI. No ex-noble, nor fpreit 



duty it is to - co-op 

Republic 



allowed to fojourn* in Paris, any fortrefs'ofthe Republic, nor afiy maritime town, during^ • 
the prefent war. Every noble or ftranger under the above circumftarice's, who fliall re- 
main in Paris, &c. within ten days after the publication of this law, (hall be declared oitfH 
lawed. 

VIU Workmen employed in the manufactories of arms at Paris, foreign women marw 



in the former, article. 
VIII. Foreigners 



included 



1 

upon* their labof previous to this decree, 

fifteen 'and 



c 



referred 



old men above the age of ieventy, are like wife exempted front the rigour of this law.- 

IX, Exception; with ref 

the Committee of Public . Sa 

X. The Committee of Public Safety is equally authorifed to retain, by a fpecial re-, 
quifition, all ci-devant "nobles, and foreigners, whom it might judge ufeful to the Republic,, 

XL The Revolutionary Committees* are' authorifed to deliver paflports ; and thofe! 
who fliall obtain them, {hall be obliged to declare the place whither they intend to retire^ 
and the name of the declared place fliall be mentioned in the paflj)ort. 

XII. The Revolutionary Committees fliall keep exad regift'et s of ail the paflporttfthey 
ffiall diftributev and an extract of fuch ; regi(l:ers:fliairb'e daily delivered 1 to the Committees, 
of Public and General Safety. 

XIII. The ci-devant nobles and foreigners above-mentioned, are obliged to produce - 
their paflports before the municipality of the place where they intend to refide ; they are. 



place of their refidence. 
XIV. The municiD; 



daily their perfonal appearance before the municipality of the. 

Pub-; 

or of 



fUch as lately arrived th. re, with paflports according to the letter of this decree.' 

XV. The c'hdevant nobles and foreigners, fliall not be admitted members of Popular' 
Societies, of the Committees of Infpe&ion, of Affemblies of the Communes, nor of thbfe.. 



of the fe&ions. 

■ XVL 



from refidine at Paris, in fortified 



ritime towns, unlefs commanded thither in the courfe of actual fervice. , 

X V III Proper refpecV fhallbe paid by citizens to their magiftr;ates : every citizen^ 
however, has a right to complain againft' them, in cafe they are urijuff, to the Committed' 
of Public Safety,- which- will puniuY them according to the rigour of the law. 

enjoins all public authorities ftri&tys to conffac" 



XVIH.: The 



powers 



within the limits o£< their inftitution, neither tp ejtfe&U* 9Pr tQ reftfitt'4&e# 



Vol. IV^ ■ < A 



* 
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XIX, The Committee of Public Safety is ordered to require pun&ual accounts to be 
rendered to them, of the operations and cpnduft of all [public agents, to profecute with 
the utmoflfeverity thofe who fhall have favoured confpiracies, and who fhall have turned 
againft liberty that potfer with which they have been intruded. 

. Every citizen is obliged to give information to the public authorities within his 
diftrift, or to the Committee : of Public Safety, of every theft which fhall come within 

his knowledge, of uncivic fpeeches held, and a£ts of oppreffion committed againft them- 
felves. and others, within their knowledge. 

XXI. The reprefentatives of the people may employ the conftituted authorities in the 
execution of what may be neceffary for the public weal, but can never delegate their own 

powers to others. : . ' 

* XXII. No authority has the power of ordering requifitions, except the commiffion of 
provifions, and > the reprefentatives of the people with the armies, under the fpecial autho- 
rization of .the Committee of . Public Safety. • 

XXI1L Any body convitted of having complained againft the Revolution, at the fame 
time leading an idle life, being neither of the age of fixty, nor afllifted wich in- 
firmities, fhall be condemned to the punifhment of tranfportation to the Ifiand of Gui- 
-anna, after having been tried before the popular commiflions. 

XXIV, . The Committee of Public Safety fhall encourage, by indemnifications and 
rewards, manufa&ories, the exploration of mines, and the draining of marfhes ; fhall 
protect induftry, promote due confidence, between traders, fliall advance proper funis to 
patriotic merchants, who engage to procure provifions; fhall guarantee the goods which 
are imported into Paris ; fhall watch over the fafety of the circulation of the goods in 
the interior of the Republic, and fhall punifh every attempt made againft property. 

XXV. Two commiflions fhall be appointed, each compofed of three members of 
the Convention ; one to be charged to colled:, in an abridged and complete manner, all 
the laws which have been made unto this day, in order to form a correct national code of 
laws, at the fame time fupprefling fuch laws as fhall have become confufed- The other 
commiffion fhall form a.. civil /code of the exifting civil laws and.inftitutions for the prefer- 
Vation of the morals of the citizens, and of the ipirit of liberty. A report of thole fub- 

jefts -fhall be made by the faid commiflions, within a month's time after their eftablifli- 

ment. 



- * • . • 

' XXVI.' The prefent decree fhall be proclaimed to-morro w in Paris ; and the infertion 

in the Bulletin fhall give it the due publication in the departments. 

. The Committee of Public Safety publiflied an order, by which, according to the tenth 
article of the above decree, all military perfons, in aftual fervice in the Republic,, are 4e-, 

clared in a ftate of .requifition, and fhall remain .at their refpeftive pofts. (Signed) Bar- 
ret^ CarnotV'Couthon, Biliaud-Varennes, Robefpierre. 

On the feventeenth; of April an account was laid before the convention of patriotic 
gifts r triade: by^ thei jhhabitarits of Bourdeau>: ; it appeared that from. the firft of Erimaire; 
(twerity:firft of . November, 1 793,) .to .the twentieth of Germinal, (fifth of April, i794>> 
they had given 2,134,680 liyres in fppcie or affign^ts* including the expence of fitting 
pjit ^' mkof war, , 1 2,54 2 fwords, ; '23,1 23 firelocks, 150,000 pounds of iron, .130,000 
pounds of lead/ 266 oik- trees' foi* the navy, and 50,049 fhirts for the citizens defenders 
©f the country. Thefe donations coming* from the department of the Gironde.« whofe x 
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deputies had been facrificed by the tyrant, exhibit the national zeal in a very ftong point 
of view. 

On the eighteenth of April the cafe of Maria Cecilia, the daughter of Achmet III. 
fultan of Turkey, was laid before the convention by the committee of duccour. It ap- 
peared that (he was eighty years of age, had fled to France at the age of fixteen, and had 
lived on a penfion of three thoufand livres thence to 1789, when it was reduced to one 

thoufand and fifty, and during the laft eight months had not been paid. It was decreed 
that the citizen Maria Cecilia fhould be immediately fupplied with fix hundred livres, and 
a provisional aid, and that arrangements fhould be made for enfuring her an ample fub- 
fiftence during her life-. 

The rage of profcription had however not yet ceafed ; but to relieve the mind from 
the ungracious refleftions * which fuch relations excite, it may be proper to take up the 
operations of the armies from the conclufion of the lad campaign ; but firft it will be 
neceffary to advert to the ftate of affairs in La Vendee, where, in the tranfa&ions of 
?793> ^ e difcomfiture and difperfion of die malcontents has been noticed. 

By a report to the convention on the twenty-fecond of February, by Carrier, who had< 
returned from a million thither, it appeared that there had been fixteen diftri&s in revolt, 
and the inhabitants of the whole country from the Loire to the fea, from Painboeuf to 
Saumur, a fpace of more than forty miles, were in arms. 

The rebels were divided into feveral columns. Whenever they wanted reinforcements 
they founded the alarm bell and let the wind.mills going, whofe fails ferved for fignals, 
and immediately a large force was colle&ed. In Auguft, 17937 they had amounted to 
150,000 men in arms ; but the vi&ories obtained over them at Montagne and Cholet were 
fo fatal, that the reporter had paffed over fourteen leagues of country entirely covered 
with dead bodies, heaped in fome places to the number of twelve over each orher. 

After "thefe defeats they paffed the Loire to the number of fifty thoufand, women and 
children included; On the left 'fide of the Loire, Charette the principal leader (till 
remained with an aftive army in the heart of La Vendee. Their general however acknow- 
leged that in the battle of Montagne alone 20,000 rebels fell by the fword. Generals 
Dutruy and Hoye were charged to purfue Charette, and they obtained over him fifteen 

fucceflive victories. 

Thefe contefts were always terrible and defparate, and even the women and children, 
infuriated by fuperftitious incitements, engaged in the centefts ; at the battle of Cholet, 

when the republicans, for a moment gave way, and the rebels were thought victorious, 
the women rufhed forward with knives in their hands and mixed in the conflki, fobbing 
fhe republicans and deftroying fucli as fell wounded. 

• The rebels- were ftilL far from being wholly fubdued* The forefls, mountains, and 
natural receffes of that luxuriant and. romantic country afforded them an afylum. A 
party of them however which efcaped to the ifland of Noirmoutier did not make that 
defparate fond which their critical fituation appeared to encourage and require. Though 
the town was remarkably well calculated for defence, they furrendered at difcretion on 
the third of January, even before the republicans had reached the^ batteries. In the 
reduftion bf the ifland five hundred of the royalifts were killed and twelve hundred taken 
prifohers ; v fifty pieces of cannon, eight thoufand ftandsof arms, and thirty thoufand 
pounds of powder/ fell into the hands of the republicans. 
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The fanatic rage of the rebels excited the mod fell and. defparate retaliation. Nantz 

had been the centre of their refources, and the rendezvous of their chiefs, and foreign! 
abettors. On the fifteenth; of February five hundred of the rebels were publicly fhot. 
From the numbers that fell and the fummary mode of trial, there is too much reafon to 
, believe that many innocent perfons fuffered. Even the guillotine was confidered as too 
flow an inftrument of death, and numbers of the unfortunate and deluded rebels were 
ijhot to death with, grape-fhot difcharged from artillery ; others were confined in barges, 
which, we$e : fent-out into, deep waters, where they were fcuttled and funk. It has been 
aflerted that four thoufand perfons were, drowned in that way. 4 Thefe accounts however 
have been publiftied by royalifts or enemies to the revolution, whofe accounts may be fup- 
poled to be exaggerated, 

This immenfe infurre&ion being for the prefent fubdued, the republic was enabled to 
attend to, the great concerns of the campaign againft the allies. The army of the north 
had now enjoyed; a fhort but necelfary repofe, after feveral months of brilliant fuccefs* 
Jourdan, however,, had notwith (landing the energy and fuccefs of his plans, loft the con- 
fidence of Rebefpierre. His fteady attachment to principles, and his fentiments concern- 
ing, the profcriptions, had been reported to the committee of public fafety, and Robef- 
pierre propofed his removal. Nothing but the exemplary poverty of the general, the 
fimplicity of his manners, and the total difconne&iqn from party, now faved him from 
the fcaffold.: In vain were-.caufes of complaint' fought after; and difappointed in the 
fearch,, the motive for his removal was at length fixed to be not for want of energy in. 
^yhat he had already atchieved* but for want of energy in' what yet remained to be done. 
Ifichegru, who had fignalized himfelf by his attachment to the Jacobins, from whom he 
derived his rank in the army, and with whom he always communicated upon his ta&ics, 
with the fame punctuality as with the committees, was row propofed to be placed at the 
. heaid of the army from which Jourdan- was removed. 

The report on this occafion fays— " after our fuccefs at Maubege, the committee pre- 
pared a pjaji; for driving the enemy from the territory of the republic. For the execution 
of this plan, great boldnefs was neceffary in the general. This quality is wanting in 
Jourdan, who feems to have forgot the maxim ' that nothing is done while any thing 
remains to be done ;' the committee thought that he fhould be replaced by Pichegru, 
who poffeffes all that Jourdan wants. The latter may- return home for fome time, but 
not as fufpefted generals do; he (hall obtain an honorable retreat, worthy of his pro- 
. bity and patriotifm. He is poor, and the conquerer of Maubege ought to receive a 
teitimony of the ; nationaLgratitude. We propofe to you to grant him. the penfion fixed 
bylaw." 

In. the latter end of: January the French eftabliflied feveral redoubts in the environs of 
3$arpilles, and the fire from thefe works confiderably annoyed the advanced ports of the 
allies* The allies however detached a divifion acrofs the Sambre, and attacked the re^- 
4pubts and killed five hundred of the republicans. The French in turn made an attempt 
cjn the twentieth of January, ..on the ports* of Aelback but without fuccefs; they fw> 
cgeded from Waterloo,, with-. nine hundred infantry and one hundred cavalry, and by an 
N»p?tuQu$; onfet obliged: the Auftrians at firft to retire ; but the Auftrians foon rallied and 

sempsiled ,thm to- retreat in turn with the Ms of t wen ty »t wo men* 
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Thefe petty fldrmiflies were but preludes to the vaft plans that were about to unfold 
ihemfelves. Both fides'had made the mod vigorous preparations. The combined powers 
had formed a plan different from thofe of the former campaigns. It was the plan of 
colonel Mack, an Auftrian adventurer- The princes andjhe nobles of Germany had 

been baffled by the plebeian genius of the republic, and compelled to feek in the 
talents of this fon of an obfeure tradefrnan, fome dernier refource to retrieve their for- 
tunes and fecure their caufe from the overwhelming force that had been conjured up 

•againft them. Mack had proceeded co London with the duke of York in the month of 
February, in order to concert with the Britifh minifters and fuch men of military talents 
as were colie&ed in that capital , the operations of the campaign ; and it appeared that 
in order to accomplifh the new project,* the emperor had agreed to fend a reinforcement 
of thirty-one thoufand men to the army. . It was recommended to Pruflia to augment her 

force to eighty thoufand. 

The French project was faid to be very fimple ; it was to 1! penrtrate with a ftrong 
column through the country of Namur and Liege; while a ftrofiger column fhould 
attack the Auftrian cantonments near Tournay, and blockade Conde/ Quefriby, and 
Valenciennes. This plan however was betrayed to the allies by an officer who deferted. 

There appeared, however, among the allies a fpirit of relaxation and jealoufy, which 
augured little fuccefs. * The abandonment of Weiffembourg a ? ncl 'the raifing the fiege of 
Landau in the preceding campaign, appear to have completely dilheartened the duke of 
Ikunfwick*' About the end of January of this year a remarkable publication appeared at 

*~erlin, .entitled "an official report of the events which took place from the thirteenth of 

■"December, 1793,' to the fourth' of Januarys 1794- With notes by an officer, ; who 
u was an occular witnefs of.all.the ; events." — This officer was the duke of Brunfwick 
himfelf, and as an hiftorical: document of the fir ft moment, ihall be prefented here in 
abftratt. . . ' l . 

After a. fliort exordium explanatory of the nature of the fervice, and expreffive of 
candid intentions 1 and much regret on the ftate of affairs,- the writer proceeds — c 'Wheri 
the duke of- Brunfwick bv his viftory near Moorlautern, had prevented the French from 
penetrating on that fide to Landau, he forefaw, that for this purpofe they would direct 
all their efforts againft general W urmfu r'$ right wing. He therefore, -repeatedly advifed 
that general to quit, his precarious fofiti on behind the Motter, *arid to occupy the much 
more advantageous one behind the Saar. So far back' as the' twelfth of G&cber, ,he 
advifed the count de Wurmfer to : take this pofition, and 'his advice 'he repeated on the 
eight of December, very particularly. But all his remonftrations ;being in vdn^ : he : did 
every thing in his power to fuppbrt the right wing of the Imperialifts by reinforcing the 
Pruffian pofts in the vale of Onweiler, and repaired in perfon on 'the 1 thirteenth of De- 
cember, to Bergzabern, tobeiiearer^at hand for making fuch difpofitions, -as circumftan- 

ces might require. 

c On the feme day the enemy forced the pofLof Tannbruck, and the next -day made 
themfelves mafters t>f the.wood of Marienthal, and the height of Kraehenburg* On- the 
fifteenth, the Imperialifts, fupported-by the pnnce of Brunfwick, baffled ail the attempts 
of the republicans againft the poft of Lembech, which was garrifoned by the Pruffian 

troops, retook the heights of -Kraehenberg, and drove the-Frtnch back near HaguenaUf 1 
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c On the eighteenth, an attack of , the Imperial troops were determined upon, but not 

executed, becaufe op. account of the badnefs of the roads, it was found impoffible to 
convey the artillery to the point of attack* In the firm perfuafion that general Hotze 
would maintain caute-qii? l-cauta y . Liebfrauherg, on account of its great importance, his 
highnefs fenf: captain de Kampz, .of his etat-majbr, to general Wurmfer with a written 
meffage, c reiterating the advice to quit the pofition at Haguenau ; to fupport his right 
wing by Leibfrauberg, and his left by the Rhine : to attack the enemy if it was poffible, 
In any way to do fo on the twenty- third of December ; to drive them from Werdt, of 
which they had taken poJTeffion ; and his highnefs added, that he had every difpofition 
to affift him in his whole force in the execution of this plan/ 

c The Auftrian general approved this plan. But, contrary to all expectation, and 
without any fufficient reafon, general Hotze abandoned the height of Liehenfrau, which 

obliged the whole of the Pruffian corps, polled at Lembech, to retreat towards Weilei\ 

In the night between the twenty-fecond and twenty-third, the Imperial army pafled the 

S;aar, repulfed the ei*emy>> who endeavoured to. turn their flank, with great lofs, and on 

%ke. kventy-fpyxth took poft on the Goifberg and the heights of Weiflembo.urg* On this 

and the following day, the French, made different attacks on Taubenheim, defended by 

lie Pxuffians, but were repulfed, and many prifoners taken from them* 

* Qn the morning of the twenty-fifth of December, almoft all the Auftrian officers 
refolve^ to abandon the flrong pofition of WeiiTembourg, to repafs the Rhine with the 
army, ^nd.confequently to raife the.blockade. of Landau. General Funck was.fent to the 
duke to intimate to him this resolution. His highnefs then publicly and folemrily declared 
T- c .-that in the prefent circumftances, they mult not think of a rqtreat, but only of an 
attacW on the enemy, in order to bring them to battle. That he found himfelf reduced 
to the neceffity of declaring in the face of all Europe, that he would not give his eonfent 
to a meafure that muft for ever difhonor the two armies in the eyes ot the univerfe. That 
it would beinexcufable to retire thus, without trying any thing againfl the enqmy, inas- 
much as the moft difaftrous refult of a loft battle could not be more calamitous, than 
would be the effects of fuch a retreat. The hereditary prince of Hohenlohe was fent to 
Weiffembourg with this formal declaration of the, duke; and in confequence of this the 
Auftrians agreed to hazard the fate of a battle, and, of thefe important fads, the duke's 
aid-de-camp, major de Kleift, and captain Kamp?, were wit neffes. 

c The duke went himfelf alfo to general Wurmfer, and prevailed on him to attack 
the French on the twenty-fixth. On the twenty-fifth, a general reconnoitring took place, 
when prince Hohenlohe, with fifteen fquad.rons of Pruffian cavalry and fome horfe artil- 
lery, defeated a confiderable number of the enemy's horfe, and took many prifoners^ 
The enemy were repulfed every where, and the poft of Seebach maintained. Unfortu- 

nately the attack, concerted for tbe twe^ty-fixth, was not made, and the troops deltmed 
for this attack, were ordered to fall back. The gallant colonel Goetz, who was mortally 
Twounded in- chafing the French from the height: near Taubenheim, was replaced at this 
important. poll by the prince of; Brunfwick. ^m« ; Auf|:rian,battaUons bad , in. the mean 
time, by the . enemy's great fuperiprity .to npmjfe been forced back near Weiffembourg s 
^, thick fog. at firft prevented the, :• prince f«pm feeing this.circumftance j but it being per- 

ftij^fd* k a.little .ti^/fefeto arfvjaaceS ; xnor# ^;-i^w..ipw»d« ; ;W^fl^.6iirg,. the- 

■ 
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duke galloped at full fpeed to that place, and found on his arrival the left wing of the 
Auftrian troops in complete route- The mufqueteers of the enemy already occupied the 
height by which alone the communication with Wciffembourg could be maintained, and 
the French cavalry were on the point of placing the mfelves between this city and the 
Auftrian army, which would have made their retreat impoflible* In this deciftve inftant, 
the duke, fword in hand, rallied fome Auftrian battalions, and led them right on to the 
enemy, whom he drove from the heights; and after this valorous aftion, he found the 
right wing of the Auftrians re-eft ablifhed in perfect order, and by this means faved 
them from total flight. He was bravely feconded in this by the Auftrian general 
Wartenfleben, 

' The enemy now confined themfelves to a brifk cannonade, but the imperial army~; 
retreated behind the Lauret, towards Guermerfheim, and palfed afterwards the Rhine . 

on the thirtieth, near Philipfburg, notvvhhftanding the duke's ftrong remonftratiofrs of 
the ftrength of the poft of Guermerfheim, and the poflibility of maintaining it without 
any great difficulty, which would have preferved the communication of the Pruffians with 
the Rhine, and prevented the lofs ef the confiderable magazines eftablifhed in that quar- 
ter. The retreat of the Imperialists obliged the duke's army alfo to fall back, which was 
done with the greateft order, He took a poft between Oppenheimj Obernheim, and 
Alzey, in the centre of which pofition lies Mentz. Colonel Szekuly was detached to 
Kreutznach to fecure Coblentz, and lieutenant general Lindt ordered to occupy Bingen*. 
The enemy made on the thirtieth an attempt to attack the rear of the Pruffian army, but 
major-general Ruchel repulfed them with a confiderable lofs/ 

The above paper had alfo been circulated at Vienna, and there it was called, c the 
correfpondence between count Wurmfer and the duke of Brunfwick, previous to the 
rep:: fling of the Rhine/ This copy has the following additional pafiage : c count Wurmfer 
thanks the duke for his affiftance at Geifberg, without which his army might have been 
deftroyed; he bewails the fituation of his army, of which the duke was an eye-witnefs, 
anjjl requefts his advice what to do?' The duke, on his part, c fincerely wifhes he 
could do more, and tells him that it is his advice to him to pafs the Rhine, but not 
haftily, that he might not fpread too much terror throughout the German empire ; that 
he might have time to fave the magazines, and give the inhabitants an opportunity of 
efcaping with their molt valuable effects j . that he (the duke) fhould go towards Mentz to 
proteft that important fortrefs, and the paffage over the Rhine in that neighbourhood/ 
In a very little time after the Auftrians had crofled the Rhine, the court of Vienna remo- 
ved general Wurmfer from the command. And before the end of January 1794, the: 
duke of Brunfwick refigned his command of the Pruflian army, in which he was 
fucceeded by general Mollendorff. . The prince of Waldedk fucceeded general Wurmfer. 

Towards the end of, January the following letter was publiftied at Baflein Switzerland,, 
written by a perfon who alfo rtyles himfelf an.occular witnefs of the events he relates, 

c Previous to the famous agair of Gerfheim, the utmoft' difcontent prevailed among the 
^rmies.-— The Auftrians acctifed the Eritflians of hanging back, and leaving them foremoft- 
to the fire of the enemy ; the Pruffians retorted the charge. The Saxons quarrelled with 
the Bavarians, and the Heffians accufed the Palatines of cowardice. In this ftate of r 

^S^tket-to a dearth of liquor taking place (a jglL 
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of fpirits fold for twenty-two fols) the Auftrians were benumbed with cold, and faw the! 
French foldier enjoying his bottle, with every comfort that the feafon required. A genera 

difcouragement and numberlefs defertions were the confequence. At length the French 
ftormed the batteries at Gerfheim, the moft formidable that have been ever known ; three 

tiers of artillery, the guns placed en cremailliere^ fo as to produce a triple line of crofled fire, 
and the whole,, well manned. But what cannot bravery do ? the line broke — the French 
fell upon the combined troops with the bayonet, 

c To the firft and fecond courier, General Wurmfer refufed belief ; upon the third, 
.and a band of huffars flying, without knowing where, a council was called, and the retreat 
was ordered — but it was too late; the French were marching all the while, with their 
.bayonets in the flank of the Auftrians. In difpair they threw away their arms, and fled, 
without knowing the road: their officers abandoned their corps to fave their baggage, 
for<the Emperor never indemnifies that lofs — with difficulty could they fave thcmfelves. For 
fix hours, the French never ceafed killing with the bayonet, without firing a (hot ; fa- 
.ti£ue obliged them to halt ;~the deferters arrived in hundreds. 

6 The inhabitants of Alface who had declared for the Auftrians, requefted two days 
. notice from general Wurmfer, in cafe of evacuation ; he promifed, and anfwered for their 
fafety upon his head ; thirty thoufand at leaft were forced at this juncture to abandon all 
their property, and to fave themfelves as well as they could. 

c At the lines of Weiffembourg the generals endeavoured to rally their troops, but the 
panic was too great, they never halted till near Germertheim ; a body of Pruffians were 

here attempted to be (topped by the combined forces, but they made their road through 
them with their fabres. The French, ftill purfuing, arrived at the lines of W eiffembourg, 
.where in addition to the immenfe capture of baggage, they found all the artillery they 
had loft at this place, with an enormous magazine of powder deftinrd for the fiege of 
Landau ; a part of the allies referve artillery was alfo abandoned at Lauterbourg. The 
Auftrians had the barbarity to place a lighted fuze to blow up the magazine, though they 
had left near fifteen -hundred of their wounded in the town, and near one thoufand^n- 
foners ; the French arrived time enough to prevent the explofion. The Auftrians crofled 

the Rhine at Manheim, and the Prufiians retreated to Worms/ 

On the fixth of January the duke of Brunfwick addrefled a letter to the king of Pruf- 
fia entreating his recal, this document is not lefs important than the former, as it exhibits 
at once his perfonai motives and the formidable character in which the republicans now 
appeared to the moft experienced general then in Europe. 6 The unhappy experience/ 
fays he, . c that want of connexion, diftruft, egotifm, and a fpirit of cabal, had difconcerted 
the meafures adopted during the two laft campaigns, and ftill continues to difconcert the 
plans of the combined armies,: oppreffed by the misfortune of being involved in the error 
of others, in the unfortunate fituation in which I find myfelf, I feel very fenfibly that the 
world jud ges of military characters -by their fucceffes, without examining caufes. Raifing 
the fiege of Landau will make an epoch in the -hiftory of this unfortunate war, and I 
have the misfortune to be implicated in it The reproach will fall upon me, arid the in- 
nocent will be implicated with .the guilty.' 

He proceeds to urge .that the objefts of one campaign were loft, and that there appeared 
no hope that a third would offer a more favourable ilfue. The fame reafons heafferts, 

ftiil divided the powers which had hitherto divided them, \ When a great nation like 
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that of France is condu&ed by the terror ol puriifhments, and by enthufiafm; an unani- 
mous; fentiment, and the fame principle ought to prevail in the meafures of the coalefced 

powers. But when inftead thereof, each army a£ts feparatdy and alone of its own ac- 
cord, without any fixed plans, without unanimity, and without principles, the confequen^ 
cesare fuch as we have feen at Dunkirk, at Maubege, at Toulon, and at Landau ! Heaven 
preferve your majefty . from. great misfortunes ! but every thing is to be feared, if confi- 
dence, harmony, uniformity of fentiments, of principles, and of a£tion, do not take place- 
of the oppofite fentiments which have been the fources of all misfortunes for two years 

P aft " . . ■ - 

With this reprefentation the a&ualftate of the oppofed armies corre&ly correfponded. 

At Paris in the midft of .diftraftion a few men of tranfcendant talents combined the im- 
menfe plans of operation, provided troops, (lores, and every fupply for their armies, and 
- difcovered generals capable not only of earring their plans into effeft but of profiting by 
events that could .not be forefeen, and converting them to the facilitation of the genera! 
projett. On the other fide every power had its plan, and as they were founded more oft 
their particular aggrandizement, than the fubjugation of the republicans, the latter had. 
befide their pre-eminent ardour and intrepidity, the~advantage of operations combining all 
againft one point only at a time, 

• The ftate of the oppofite armies at the opening of this campaign have been varioufly 
ftated, the French however have been allowed to maintain in the field 780,000 men ; 
-while the allies have been reprefented as having little more than one half of that number 5 
the following, diftribution of both armies, however, is taken, from the medium of feveral 



. accounts 



'French Armies. Allied Armies. 

Of the North, - - 220,000 I Cobourg's, - - - r6o,cco 



Rhine and Mofelle, - 280.000 
Alps, - - 60,000 

Eaftern Pyrennees, - 80,000 
•Of the South, - - 60,00© 



Weft 



780,000 



Duke af York, - * - 30,000 
Dutch, - - - 25,000 
Auftrians on the ''Rhine, 64,000 
Pruflian, - - - 64,000 

Of the Empire, - - 40,000 
Emigrants. - 22,000 



405,000 



The French troops it is to be obferved, were compofed of men brought into the field 
without fo much as having recourfe to more than the firft requfition ; and three of thofe 
armies, amounting to 200,000 men, were in fact neutral with regard to the allies in the 
north and on the Rhine ; and* that of the weft, was no more than an army of obfervation. 
On the fide of the allies alfo, was to be counted the forces of Spain, Portugal, 'Sardinia, 1 
and Naples, which were oppofed or kept in check by two of thofe armies ; befide the 
emperor had been making preparations with great vigour for a diverfion on that fide, 
and four regiments of Hungarians of Efterhazy and Nedafty, were ordered to Oneglia tcr 
embark for Savoy, So that in point of numbers in the field the difparity was trivial if not 

on, the fide of the allies. " ' 

Vol- IV- 5 G • ♦ • • * 
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. The- exhauft'ed ftate of the rcfoujices. of Auftria however wa&gtfeatly felt at this period ; 
and extraordinary meafures were neqeffary in order to Tupport the campaign- The mem- 
ber.s of the Germane body appear to- have been as much divided as- the leadings parties of 
the coalition, an f d they appeared toj be. ijnpreffed' with the- common fentiment? of Europe- 
at: the time, thflfc the idea: of- conquering France was at belt but a chimera, ' 
. In : t£e month of Jgniiaryj the Auftrian envoy at the diet of Ratifbon delivered a note 
<?n the part of the emperor, tso demand the fenfe of the Germanic ftates, refpe&ing the- 
^eceffity of aiming the, inhabitants of the frontiers^ and. furnifliing* a triple contingent- 
on behalf of thefeveral ftates. This note, as cuftomary with the allies, was animated with 
inyedliye a^d : vvirujenic^ in proportiiDtt; to its defeats and;difappointments. The- revolution 

w^ 1 rey 1 ilQd)and atheifmj J eproachedV the decrees of France for raiting -the people in a mafs 
were impugned as yiolen^ and. tyrannical, andt yet a. like meafure was fuggefted; and it 
v$:s intimated that- QQcrcive means (hould be adopted by the diet againft' fuch members 
as had not fulfilled the decree of the twenty-third of November, 1792, for the effe£tuab 
iurnifhing of the contingents agreeably to the mode, regulated in 168 1 . 

With sll: this, immenfe preparation, it was later- than! ufual' before- any movement took 
place. lihiS; v^S; publicly attributed to. the reiuftance of the* Pr^ffian- court to engage 
further in the conteft- It is not improbable that the cabinet of Berlih which has ever re- 
gulated; ijtfelfr by .«a policy. fpr it^owniaggrandizement* might be ftrongly influenced by the 
rppr^fentations: of, the duke, of Brunfwick.; the prize of Poland; which' had been^thrown* 
ijy. the advfirfe cir.cumftances.of France into the: hands> of' Pruflia^ perhaps fatisfied- the 
Uing, and he. had; evidently^ entered in tQ) the conteft with no others view> than to fliare 
in the propofed partition of France, when that objedt appeared no longer attainable, it- 
appears no longer furprifing that he fhould wifh to fecure what he had gained, by a 
feceflion from the grand alliance, the time was- not however arrived' to throw off the 
maik He thought it neceffary therefore openly to cantraclift the fufpicions which 

had been infinuated againft him ; and in his name a declaration was delivered to the 

ftates of the Germanic circles afiembled at Frankfort. 

The tenor of this declaration was, that he heard with high.difpleafure defigns imputed 
to him of an intention to fecularize bifhoprics and chapters, of appropriating to himfelf 
certain cities : of the empire,, in order to indemnify him for the immenfe expences which 
he had been at for two years in defending the German empire. That with the well- 

difpofed this would not be believed, but he had given orders to baron Hochftctter to de- 
clare, that while he made war upon the French,- he had never any views but the defence 
o£\ the Germanic empire and the maintenance of its conftitution that it never was his 
ijiajefty's defign to make conquefts for himfelf only, and if conquejls we, e made from France y 
ike empire, uotdd - have, its fhare.; that he never meant to deviate from fuch intentions* 



but hp, espefted a,bbve all that, the fi^c. circles, moft expofed; to >danger> would co-operate 



a§.iRpch as the conftitution. and patriotifm^eq^uired.of them. 
\ Explicit fas this declaration was, fo fat as<the intention of the allies concerned France^ 

the diipofiriou of the mopa^ch 7 vvas ? ftili afubjed of dpubt under -th&circumfttoces.o£ thfr 
;^ar. : The. plan - of arming the : peo.ple. in, a^mafsgay^the ilruifiaji monarch : a> very fen?- 
4.ble - alalia.; thofe v&P were r fuipicious : o£ his r earneftnefs r tp \ pur fue the war„ conceiredi 
the oppofition made by his envoy at the diet,, to this meafure, as an; unequivocal indica^ 

tiyn of his intention tofecede ? as^he iatimaftdnthat he Ihoukl withdraw hisjrdups were 
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fuch: a meafure attempted, The reafonings of the Pruflian monarch, however,, on this 
point not only difplay; a deep fagacity, but are very ftriking in themfelves, and abfolutely 
unanfwqrable. The principal effect of his opposition was, a convi&ion on tfie minds 
of the allies, and* an explicit affurance to. France, that Pruflia defpaired of the conteft, 
The king obferves : — i- That by employing the hufbandmen and yeomanry againft the 
enemy,, agriculture' will want hands, a. That it is difficult to arm fuch a mafs of 
people. 3 V That it Is impoflible in areafonable time to teach them difcipline. 4. That 
if- requires, troops well difciplined. to oppofe the French. 5. That it is infinitely dangerous^ 
at a time when the French: are: eagerly grafping at every opportunity to infinuate their 
principles, to hrng together a t ody of men in arms, whofe ideas upon government mujl be va- 
rious , and ' among whom- dtfciifjions mayanife^ difaflrous- in their co-nfequatces. * . % 
Thefe fears which were thus fo pointedly exprefled, wereexaclly what all the coalefeed; 
powers affe&ed to feel ; the feudal and Gothic eftablifliments which fubfiil only upon the 
ignorance which they have fo much operated to continue, would be entirely endangered 
Qpuldahe bulk of the European, people obtain fuch a mode of intercourfe. as would pro- 
pagate opinions, among, the illiterate, which are underftood and difcufled by the learned, 
alone under defpoiic- : governments, 

. In the month of February, however, fome tranfa&ions of a Angular nature took 
place at Frankfort. A negociation profefiedly for an exchange of prisoners was opened 
between the king of Pruflia and the republic at that city. The French commiflioners 
ejuer.tfci Frankfort with a degree of fplendor very unufual in matters of an ordinary na- 
ture j, vhty appeared injone of the ftate carriages of the late king, decorated with the cap. 

of liberty .and other republican emblems ; they difplayed the national cockade, and then- 
whole iuite was diftinguifhed for its elegance and the number of perfons that compofed it. 
The Pruflian general Kalkreuth., well known to poflefs the fulled confidence of the king, 
\yas the perfon appointed to tranfaft the bufinefs of the negociation, which was conduced 
under the mod profound fecrecy, contrary to the ordinary practice on. negociations con- 
cerning prifoners. Whatever may have been the nature of thefe tranfa&ions, ir is certain 

tjiata .good underftanding thenceforward prevailed between the two powers ; and it has 
been afferted with much plaufibility, that the bafis of the treaty between France, and 
Pruflia, which tranfpired in 1795, was laid at Frankfort on this occafion- 
. What appears moft extraordinary on the fubjeft of this notorious tranfa&ion is, that 
the powers coalefced do not fecm to have felt any eonfiderable alarm oirthe occafion, but 
that they continued to repofe confidence in the co-operation of Pruflia. This, crafty mo- 
narch had in the early part of the year attempted through the eleftor of Mentz to obtain 
ajum.from certain of the Germanic ftates for the provisioning* of his army ; the effort 
was npt luccefsful ; but he hadTet his mind on obtaining a reimburfemenr of his expences, 
and-knovving no. power fo eager for the profecution of the war, nor fo capable of paying, 
l}is military fervices as. England, hb appears to have, fet his mind upon that object*, 
The appointment of marefchal Mbllendorf to the command of his troops has been 
npticect. betore, the king now* notified to the prince of Cobourg that he had directed 
that, officer and general; Kalkreuth to withdraw with their armies from the enviroria 
of Mem^, and march to Cologne and on the- thirteenth 1 of Murch he addreffed- the 
Germanic body,, in a public, paper, announcing his* feceffion front the * confederacy* 

This remarkable document itated, . that " the war was not a war with a. civilized 
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nation, and with difciplined armies, but a conteft with a delirious and never diminiftiing 
fwarm of men — with a highly populous nation, provided with every refource for war 
a fet of men who did not fight merely for vi&ory, but who fought by fire, fword, and 
the poifon of their pernicious do&rines, to fubvert the whole reverend and focial edifice, 
of Germany." He dates the efforts he had made to ©ppofe u this almofl unconquerable 
enemy; 99 that he had made every poffible facrifice to the common caufe which the natural 
ftrongthof Pruffia would admit, and had not hefitated to expofe " his tnoftf acred per fon" 
For this objefl alone, he continues, fo much Pruffian blood has been fpilt — for this fo 

much treafure has been drained from his dominions; and he concludes this part of his 

-declaration, that he is able cc no longer to take an a&ive part from his own means, 

without utterly ruining his own dominions, and entirely exhaufting the property of his 
fubjeas." 

He then ftates the means which he had employed to obtain from the circles of the' 

.empire the neceffary fupport ; he cenfures in unqualified terms the infane propofal of ar- 
ming the peafants — " a meafure obvioufly inefficient again ft: an enemy xvho preffes for- 
ward with irrefifiible fury, failed in taffies, and with a numerous artillery/' — " a meafure 
dangerous] becaufe when thepeafant is armed and brought away from his' ordinary mode of life, 
the enemy may become his mo (1 dangerous feducer." He declares therefore his refohw 
tion to withdraw his . troops from the prote&ion of the empire* 

This declaration was nofooner known in England than it began to operate as was in- 
tended. How far Auftria connived at this manoeuvre, or whether the emperor was him« 
felf duped in this tranfa&ion has not been declared ; certain it is that colonel Mack was 
fent exprefs to England to encreafe the alarms of the minifters there, and that he adually 
carried on the negociation for a fubfidy to Pruffia. 

On the nineteenth of April a treaty was figned at the Hague by lord Malmfbury, by 
which Great Britain and the .ftates general agreed to take into pay 62,400 Pruflians, to 
be commanded by a PruJJian officer, for which a fubfidy oft fifty thoufand pounds flerling per 
month was to be paid, befides the fum of three hundred thoufand pounds to-bt immedi- 
ately to defray the .charge of completing the army, and one hundred thoufand pounds to 
pay their expences home ; befides the fum of one pound twelve Jhillings per man, per 
month, for bread and forage, amounting to an .additional fum of one hundred thoufand 
pounds per month, or one million two hundredthoufand pounds per annum. To the whole 
of this expenditure Holland was to contribute only four hundred thoufand pounds per' 
annum.. . 

It -is difficult to determine, whether the duplicity of the Pruffian,or the abandoned 
extravagance and folly of the Englifhminifter, was moft confpicuous -in this tranfa&ion- 
A writer on the continent of Europe converfant in difplomatic affairs remarks upon it — 
4 < That every article in, the treaty betrayed the incapacity of the Englifti minifter, and 
the circumftance alone, of the army being commanded by a Pruflians was fufficient to 
render it totally inefficient." Experience juftified the remark. 

To thefe various negotiations it.was owing that the campaign opened fo late. A council 
of war was held on the feventeenth of April, at Valenciennes, where the duke of York 
lately # returned from England, and general Clairfait, attended with Cobourg, After thjS 

council adjourned, the two former, returned to their camps. 
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Towards the end of March the republicans had appeared in Weft Flanders, and on 
the twenty-ninth of that month attacked the Auftrian outpofts of Cateau, Beauvais, 
and Selefmes; in the vicinity of Landrecy. The pofts were carried, but a large body of 
Auftrian cavalry coming up, the French were obliged to retreat with lofs. About the 
fame period' a party of French furprifed theHeffian pofts at Tenbreuil, between Werwick 
and Ypres, and purfuing their advantage attacked the Hanoverian pickets and cut them off. 
A body of troops advanced from Menih to the fuccour of the Hanoverians, the French 
deliberately pafled the Lys, carrying with them three officers, and one hundred and 

thirteen other prifoners. ^ ■ 

Ina&ion fo fatal in' camps had caufed great havoc in the imperial armies, it appears that in 
the month of April there were 23,000 thoufahd perfons in the hofpitals of the Auftrians, 
including the wounded. The natural vivacity* and mode of feftivity that had been adop- 
ted in the republican armies, contributed to preferve them from thofe dyfenteries that 
proved fatal to the Auftrians. Thefe, nor the common chances of war, were not fo 
rilinous to the allied powers as the divmohs among their leaders, A general council of war 
was- convened' at- Ath,: about: this period, and the arrangements for the campaign fettled 
at' Vienna j to i which We have before alluded, were brought forward, by general Hadick. 
According' to this plan Clairfait was to command the advance of the combined army, 
and the duke of York to command under him. The duke of York, who appears to 
have been calculated to form fuch a hero , as the late duke of Cumberland his relation, 
that never ; gained a victory but over the unfortunate Highlanders, would not fubinit to 
aft in a fubordinate rank. The talents and experience of Clairfait were unqueftionably 
•great, and that of the duke was acknowledged to be f mall J he had already nearly def- 
,troyed an army by his confidence and ignorance of ta&ics at Dunkirk ; but the fuceefs 

which had attended the operations of the engineers before Valenciennes in the laft cam- 
•paign, had dazzled his vanity ; for' although utterly ignorant of the fciences neceflary to 

<:oiiftitute an engineer, he had taken to himfelf that merit : which belonged to other 

officers in the conduct of the iiege. An altercation enfued at the council, in which the^ 
pride of the duke' was hurt by the fair reaforiings of the veterans who compofed the 
committee, and it was with much', difficulty .that the archduke Charles and lord Elgin, ' 
.could prevent the conteft from proceeding to the laft extremities. The duke however* 
-declared that the' Britifh" troops fhoul'd' hot ad until he had confulted the cabinet of St, 
James. A compromife was at length effected, by the emperor taking upon himfelf the 
whole nominal command, and thus Clairfait and Mack; who had laid the plan of the 
campaign had the a&ual conduct of the operations. Such jealoufies muft have beea 
fruitful of difafter and diftruft* and-in>the end proved -to be fo. 

The emperor who had conformable to the comproinife reviewed the armies.; refolved to 
proceed to Bruflels on the ninth- of April, in order to go through that folemn pageantry, 
under which, for the laft time, he was to be inaugurated as the duke of Brabant. ^ The _ 
ftates waited on him in a?body which the keys of *he gate of Lduvain, ^the .infcription 
upon which was calculated to .reflect a fevere fatire on the perfon and the occafion— - 
" Cafaradtit, frewent-QaW V'-r-Gsikr appears and the Gauls tremble ! 
. The felftnfatutation . of power is very .confpicious in this -infignificant ceremony— a 
number of .children decorated with white fcarfs drew the imperial ftate coach, and Te de- 

m was chaunted, and congratulatory ,verfes were prefented to Csfar ] Pageantry whereJt 



^ 
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is not chara&eriftic of truth is indeed a grofs abfurdity,, for themeaneft undei-ftanding 

can diftinguifli between objects which call forth wonder or demand .efteem.. Bruflels 

had already felt how little competent the emperor was to enfure its fecimty^axul this tri- 
umphal (hew muft have appeared to the thinking citizens, likeithofe oriental pageants 
which call forth the adoration of the devout and crufh them beneath their gorgeous wheels 
in ©rder to enfure their fan&ification. 

From BrulTels the emperor proceeded to Valenciennes,, and his prefence diifufed at 
Ieaft an apparent joy through the army. On the. fixteenth of April he renewed the 
troops on the heights of Cateau; and on the next day the army proceeded, in. eight co- 
lumns to inveft Landrecy, a fmall but well' fortified- town in antient Haiiiault. The firlfc 
column compofed of Auftrian and Dutch troops, under the prince. of Heffe DaFinftacU, 
advanced upon the village of Catillon, which they forced. Thefeconcl under general 

' Alvinzy, forced the French entrenchments at Mazinguer, Oify, and Nouvion, and took 
* pofTeffion of the fbreft; The third column led by the emperor, and prince Cobourg, 

after carrying the villages of Ribotville and Waffigny, detached forward; the advance 

guards which ' took pofFeflion of the heights of Grand and Petic Blocus; ; The fourth 

and fifth coluras, were under the duke of York, who commanded' the fir ft of. .them in 

- perfon, the latter was under fir William Erfkine, their objeft was the redoubts' and vil- 

x lage of Vaux^ and the French intrenchments in the Bois de Bouhain, which ferviee 

■ they accomplifhed. The fixth, fevenfh, and eighth columns under the hereditary prince 

of Orange were not engaged^ being -only a corps of obfervation on the fide of 
* Cambray. - , ,; . . . 

On the morning of the eighteenth 1 the prince of Orange's-- advance guard was '.attacked 
by a (mall party of French, who were repulfedJ The.fiege of Landrecy commenced in 
confequence of fhefe fuccefles, under the dire&ion of the hereditary prince of -Orange- 
General Wurmb with a detached party at Denain. was vigoroufly attacked by the repub- 
licans on the nineteenth, and on the rwenty-firft an entrenched camp and redoubt at the 
" village of Elogues-was taken from the French j who on the. fame day attacked two detach- 
ments of the prince of Cobourg's advance guard at Nouvion and Bloc.us; At the 

latter place they were repulfed, but at the former they fucceeded in forcing Alvinzy to 

retreat. 

Meanwhile the French had affembled a formidable force at the camp of -Caefar, in the 
neighbourhood of Cambray ; and on the twenty-third general Orto was fent with a.body 
of* cavalry to reconnoitre them in that pofition j. but finding rhem too flrong, he was com- 
pelled to wait till the following morning, for a reinforcement,' when he fucceeded in forcing 
them to re'reat to Cambray, with the lofs of twelve hundred, men, three pieces of cannon, 
and their general Chapuy taken prifoner r with three hundred and fifty others officers, and 
privates. The lofs on the part of the allies, was never publifhed. 

This a<ftion may be confidered as the opening, of the campaign on the part of the 
French. The attack it appears extended along the whole frontier from Treves to the fea. 
The divifion under the emperor was attacked at the fame time by. three columns, and 
repulfed the French. At one point the. French however iwer^fig.nally fuccefsful, and 
there is much reafon to belfeve that the a&ions juft noticed were no; move than feints to 

cover the main movement of their defigm : General: Clairfait; with fbtne) battalions of 
i&uftnansand Hanoverians had taken poft at Moucron* and waited only to be joined by 
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fix mar j -battalions of Auftrian infantry to commence an attack. . On, the twenty-ninth* 
Pichegra anticipated the. enemy's, defign by a vigorous affault on the allies at that point* 

^"ahd aft^r an^obftinate . con that poft ; \vhile the republicans at the 

fame moment inverted arid " tcipls. the tpSvri oTjCTpuiitray^ and by that means fo effectually de- 
prived' Mei^ of- any hope of fuccpur, .that it ,alfcr fell into their hands. The garrifon of 
Menin/ however, confuting of foufe ! 'battalions of Hanoverians and: four' companies of 
emj^rantSy determined to force their way through, the, conquering army, which they did, 
and with great lofs arrived. at Ingelmunfter, harrafled feverely during the fatal march. 
, ; \ v ^andreqy.it\ Tome degree cqnfoled the allies for the lofs of Menin ; thought the former 
was np't takeiV the trenches, , and a bombardment fo v 

fevere that no mpr.e tmin three houle.s were left (landing, and two hundred of the inhabi- 
tants and twelve hundred of the garrifon killed. The 'remainder' when they Tur'reridered 
confuted or four thouland tour hundred men. 

Oft the fide of Treves, Jourdan vidio had been fo Angularly fuperceded in "the command 
of the army of . the north, was now appointed to command on the Mofelle. Early in. 

'March tKe committee of public ' fafety had dire&ed this army, to advance towards Longwy 
near .Ar,l oil, in or^er to cut orl the. communication or The counties of, lreves and Lux- 
embourg' with tKoIe'of Namur and Liege"' Jourdan, who had felt the love of his country 
rife, fuperior .to ; the refemments . of party, here difplayed once more .the ' vigour of his 
ihihd and military capacity. The movement which it appears \yas originally fuggefted by 
Iiimfelf, was executed with complete Tuccefs. On the memorable feventeenth. of April, 
when the grand attack was made by the whole French line, jourdan attacked general 
Beauiieu, and in an a&ion which lalted for two fucteflive' days, defeated him, and took 

ilV« /anmntr'c r\r*fl fit A rtrm • rh#» IriTc rif thV A'nft fi'inc in " tKic "nAirkn u?oo foi/-! >rk*|jg Very 



the enemy's poft at Af Ion ; the lofs of the A u (Irian s in this aftion was faid to'l 
confiderabl'e. The French commander, however abandoned Arlon a' fe\v days ai 



fter the 



. a&ion it being found untenable. Some advantage was gained, over the Auftrian general 5 

* Melas at the fame time near the Mofelle arid Saar. , ' * 

On the fourth of May the French attacked a fmall party at Roufialaer; under colonel 

\ Linfinghen, but after a bloody cbnflifl: they were repulfed with the lofs of two hundred men. 
On the tenth the duke of Y of k wafr aflailed near Toiirnay by the republican forces in dif- 
ferent columns to. the amount of thirty, thpufand men. • The attack began at day break,. 

when the French attempted to turn the rightflank of the combined army, but were driven 
back by the Auftrian regiment of Kaunitz, which was pofted in a wood to cover the ene- 
my's flank. The French then directed their efforts againit the duke of York's centre, 
upon which they advanced in the face of a heavy cannonade with great firmnefs. An- 
becafion foon offered to attafek the French on their right flank; and they retreated. The 
lofs in this/affair on either fide has never been authenticated. • The Eriglilh troops and their 
commanders appear to have been much elated by their fuccefs againft the Frenth on this 
occafion, and advanced their front confiderably beyond' their former pofitipn in : con- 

sequence. . , . . . - 

On r the Sunday after this'attion general Clairfait, ; who had croffed the Heule^on the 
. prepedjiig night,. was attacked by the, republicans. The only : actount that ; has appeared . 
. p^^hi^ is.faid the French vvere repulfed - and driven back 

\ to Couftray ; but Tt is difficuit to *recbncile c this account * with' itlfelfi fince, w f e find that 

, Ciairlair found it neverthelel 

i * . * * 

Heulej 'but alfo'to'pafs the 



:lels expedient: not, qnly to retreat precipitately and recfof? th& 

j'river Mandel, ; ftiU further initthsTear* : ••• '^ >; / 
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edly victorious commander of the combined forces flying before the beaten and difcom- 
fited republicans. General Clairfait, it has been however allowed, f uffer ed con fi derably 
in this engagement, and being clofely purfued even after he had crofted the MandeL found 



Was 
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take a pofition which covered Bruges, Ghfent, and Oftend. 

It Was nearly about this 1 period that the French army of the North crofled the Sambr6, 
.and, according to their own report, feized the town of Beriche. General KaunitzLiktts 



Mons. 
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republicans' did not. long ■.permit "him to continue urimoleftedin, this fituatibn. . They at- 
tacked him on the fourteenth of May ; the cbriflift was long and bloody, but the French 
were repulfed, and obliged, to re-crofs the Sambre, with a lofs of between four and. fiVe 

thoufand men and Tome artillery. 

This unexpeded fuciefs lulled the Auftrians into a fatal confidence tfrat they had fe- 

curedthat part of the country completely ; the emperor therefore det^hiiHficfVolwarch 

"without delay to the affiftance of the duke of York, 4 who ftilP retained : his pofitioft UTA- 

rtolefted near Tpurnay-. ;. ^ . \ .' 

Her£ a grand attack upon the French lines was concerted, which! it was concluded 

would clear the whole of Flanders from the French armies. In order to render the pro- 
led de'cifive the army under Glairfak was likewife ordered to co-operate. On the fitf- 
teenth at highCthe allied army moved forward in live, van: columns ; two of whfch on 
; the left were to 'force the paffages of the Marque, arid ,by a vigorous attack on. th'e'Ffcnch 
pofts 4long the river tp'ppver the operations of the three remaining columns* TheiV co- 
lumns however forced [ the parages fo late, and were fb fatigued with their march, that they 
were unable to accomplifh the remainder of the propofed plan. The. column on^the right 



unfortunate : for finding the republicans at Mo 



th 



fh his pro. 



' jeft and retire to/Warcoing. General Otto was more fuccefsful with his . column ; he 

' drove the French' from Waterloo, and pulhed for war 4 toTurcoing. The column com- 
mandedby the (hike of York 'waA-'alfolucodsfiinn&s'&i'ft movements'; after a fliort can- 
nonade. the French retreated from Laumo'y' before the duke's army in full march'; the 

"republicans halted, at Rouoaix, and' made a ftand after fdme faint refiflance this alfo 

was abandoned. 

The French appear to have been perfectly pbffefled of the enemy's de%ns in the whole 
. of their operations, and. to have taken- fuch meafures as would lead, the allies into a belief 
that their plans were.not penetrated, at the fame time that the moft; effe&ual means were 
taken to difconcert ihe whole. 



4 + 



of York after forcing Roubaix was "purfuihg his march ; but as he could 



;nce 



to hayfe a£led on 



ids right and left, ; he though 



induced 



Briti(h column to proceed to the attack of ;Mourveaux. 

: were carried with great eale, the conteft bemg very general i>\it not dofe, and . thus 

Wfton of the feveriteenth .was, concluded with the b^igbteft aflurauces of fuccefs to the 
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It appears that the French purpofely gave way on their right, and retreated in difor- 
der, alter they had got out of -reach of the enemy's guns, with a view to deceive them ; and 
with the defired effect, for the Englifh troops appear to have been fo much elated that 
they thought of nothing lefs than of marching to Turcoing without oppofirion, to join 
colonel Davay, and obftinately retained pofleffion of the pofts into which ihey had 
been decoyed the next morning. The French fucceeding to their wifh, had during the 
night poured out an immenfe body of troops from Lifie with a view to turn the left 
flank of the Englifh in the morning, while a large body detached from Courtray attu- 
lilly palled the Englifh right flank, and another heavy column was polled in the centre 
of their front ; fo that at noon the Englifh were nearly furrounded, and were fo much 
intoxicated by their previous day's fuccefs as not to be fully aware of their danger until 
its peril was confiderably encreafed. Generals Moreau, Souham, Bonnaud, were the 
principal leaders on the part of the French. 

Early on the morning of the . eighteenth the -republicans made an afiault, on Turcoing, 
occupied 'by* colonel Davay; two battalions of Auftrians were difpatched by the duke of 
York,, to make a diverfion on that quarter, with exprefs orders to fall back on the 
main army if hard preffed ; but by fome miftake the battalions joined the troops at 
Turcoing, This circumftance left an opening in the right wing of the duke of York's" 
idivilion, of which the French general immediately took advantage. 

At this moment the French counter-projed began to unfold itfeif; a column of 15,000 
men appeared advancing from Lifle, while another at the fame time attacked general 
lOtto's pofition near Waterloo with the mod effectual vigour, and drove the. allies before 
them upon the rear of the Britifli, which they alfo. attacked without hefitation, and car- 
ried dihnay andconiternation among the whole ot lac Jtinaiii coiumn. In this fituation 
the Britiih found themfelves compelled to infure even a retreat by fighting their way 
through the French. And this they accomplifhed with great valour, but with a •melan- 
choly, lofs both, of officers and men. The Hanoverians were the-nrft to fly, and their 
•cavalrv not only deftroyed the. Englifh infantry, but threw the whole army into fuchdii- 
order that they became a helplefs prey to the well concerted plan of the French. They 
fled in all directions, the duke endeavoured to rally them without the lafl effect, and he 
found himfelf compelled to fly with theutmoft precipitation, accompanied by a few of the 
fixteenth regiment of Irifh dragoons, and made his way atter many dangers and eicapes 
to general -Otto's corps, with .whom, from the difaftrous and difperfed ftate of his own 
divifion he was obliged to remain. After this feparation of the commander from his 
column, the very delicate and difficult talk of collecting and extricating the Englifh for- 
ces devolved on general Fox (brother to the celebrated ftatefman) and the fervice was 
•performed by him. and .general Abercrombie with great firmnefs,and addrefs ; 

The difcomfited general on this occafion accufed the allies of a. want of vigour and fpi- 
•rit,.and attributed to them his defeat. The Auflrian accounts on the other hand conier 
•the blame on the bad conduct of the column itfelf, but principally the Hanoverians who 

♦compofed part of it- 
No authentic return of the lofs of the allies has been made on this occafion, the whole 

■ 

ihas been computed at three thoufand men, .but it certainly muft have been very fevere, 
iince the Britifli alone were acknowleged to have loft more than one thoufand men and 
iorty-two field-pieces. Two columns of the imperial troops, which were brought up by 
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the emperor and Cobourg, were alfo included in the defeat. The army of Clairfait 
efcaped the common deitru&ion by being feparated from the main army by the river 
, Lys, where he could only act as a fpe&ator of the defeat. 

This conflid decided in effect the fate of the Netherlands- Terror and difmay fpread 
over the country. The allies, however, collected their fcattered forces with as much dili- 
gence as pofiible, and took pofitions in their rear at Marquain, Templeuve, and Leers, 
which they had before occupied, while the emperor endeavoured to cheer the drooping 
-fpirits of his troops by proclamations. 

The allies, however, were more confoled by the affair of the twenty-fecond.. When 
the republicans renewed the attack, with a force of one hundred thoufand men, direded 
againlt the right wing of the combined army, with the intention of forcing the paffage of 
the Scheldt, and in veiling Toumay They fucceeded in forcing the out-poits, but receiving a 

reinforcement under general Fox, that officer by an operation of great (kill and intrepidity, 

refilled the impetuofity of the republicans, and maintained the pofition. The conflict, 
however, was fevere, and continued from five in the morning till ten at night. The 
French finding k impoflible to accomplifh their objeft withdrew unm'olefted to Lille. The 
allies reported that the lofs of the French on this occafion was twelve thoufand men, but 
^s it was allowed that the Britifti loft only one hundred, and no return was made of he lofs of 
the Auftrians, no reliance is to be placed on that computation. The lofs mull have been 
confiderable on both fides. Pichegru commanded the French on this occafion, and his 
arrangements are faid to have been made with fo much judgment, that although he failed 
in his defign, his wings and rear were fo well covered by a wood that they could neither be 
afiailed nor turned by cavalry. . 

About the fame period in which thefe defparate confli&s took place, another partial 
fuccefs occurred in favour of the allies. General Beaulieu made an incurfion into the 
duchy of Bouillon, defeated a body of the French ftationed in that canton, took the town 
by ftorm, and delivered it up to pillage. Above twelve hundred Frenchmen were mafia* 
ered in cold blood on this occafion, and only three hundred left, who had fecreted them* 
Telves during the maflacre, and afterwards furrendered prifoners. Six pieces of cannon 
were alfo taken by the allies* The pretence for this barbarity was, that fome people 

of the town had taken arms and fired on the Auftrians. 

On the twenty-fourth general KLaunitz alfo gained a victory over the French who had 
again crofted the Sambre and taken a pofition wiih their left to Rouveroy and their right 
to Foivtain L'Eveque* The allies advanced upon the French by furprife, and they were 
compelled to abandon fifty pieces of cannon ; their lofs was computed at between two and 
three thoufand prifoners j of the Auftrian lofs there was no return made. Marefohal 
Moliendorff commanding the Pruffians, on the fame day furprifed the French entrench- 
ments at Keiferflautern, and defeated them with confiderable lofs. 

This gleam of fuccefs on the part of the combined powers was again of fhort duration ; 
- for while: general Beaulieu was making his barbarous incurfion into Bouillon, Luxem- 
bourg was penetrated by general Jourdan at the head of forty thoufand men, who imme- 
diately took poffeflion ot the important pofition of Arlon. Beaulieu was therefore obliged 

to abandon the fcene of his maliacres, and to retire with the utmoft hafte to Marche, in 
order to cover Namur. 

No ime was loft in making ufeof this firft judicious movement by Jaiirdan ; the com- 
Xftuuicaioa between Charieroi and Bruffels, was now completely cut off, and the former 

+ 
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.place was immediately inverted. On the third of June however they were attacked by 
.the prince of Orange, who compelled them to raife the fiege apd re-crofs the Sambre with 
lofs. Bat this momentary fuccefs was not attended with any durable advantage, for in the 
courfe of a few clays the French crofTed the river again with fixty thoufand men and com- 
menced thefiege; on the 14th general Devaux with ten companies of grenadiers deftroy- 
ed a redoubt erected by the befieged and on which they had placed great dependance. 

On the eleventh of June general Moreau with three divifions of the right wing of the 
army of the Mofelle, moved from their pofition, and took poft at Permafens, Bliefcaftel, 
and Hornbeck, the enemy flying at their approach. 

On the fixteenth (28 Prairial) the army of the north was joined byadivifion from the 
Mofelle, and marched to meet the enemy, who were at the fame moment marching to at-* 
tack them ; a thick mift prevailed all the morning, and it was not until they had approach- 
. ed very clofe that they each difcov^red the other ; the battle commenced with terrible fury- 
Generals Kleber, Duhem, Dubois, and Lefebre diftingmfhed themfelves in this gallant con- 
flict ; and the celebrated engineer general Marefcot was engaged in this action 5 he took 
charge of the works againft Charleroi immediately after. In this aftion the allies loft fix. 
thoufand men. During the com ict the French loft feveral pieces of cannon in the mift, 
but they regained them, and feven pieces of the enemy's were taken by the French cavalry- 

The danger to which Gharleroi was now expofed, as well as Bruffels itfelf, determined^ 

the prince of Cobourg to make one grand effort for its relief. In compliance therefore 
with the folicitations of the prince of Orange and general Beaulieu, he marched with the 
greateft part of the combined army, leaving behind at Tournay the duke of York with the 
Britifli and Hanoverians only. On the twenty- firft he reached Ath ; on the twenty- fourth, 
he effected a junction with the two generals to whofefuccour he came. 

Gharleroi however capitulated in the following form on the twenty-fifth — "To citizen 
" Hatry commanding the Fren.h army before Charleroi, We fubmif every thing to the 
" French generofity ; hoping that a garrifon, which has by its conduct merited the efteeni 
"of French foldiers, will have fuch a lot as honor demands. (Signed) Regnac, major 
" general commanding the fortrefs. Dated Charleroi, June 25th, 1794"* A capituki- 
lation more honorable to a befieging enemy is perhaps not to be found in modern hiftory*; 

and it forms afingular contrail with the barbarity of the Auftrian general Beaulieu fo re- 
cently at Bouillon. The French foon after levelled the fortifications of Charlerovfo that 
it no longer ranks among the fortified places. ■ ' .' ? 

. The Auftrian general remained ignorant of the fall of Charleroi ; and on the fame 
evening had afiembled his troops in great force at Nivelle, having withdrawn the corps fta- 
tioned at Gateau, and in the environs of Cambray. Jourdan addrefled a letter to the 

Committee of Public Safety the fame evening announcing the furrender of Charleroi, and 
intimating the diipofitions making by the enemy, and concludes thus — " I trufl I {hall be 
* K fortunate enough to announce to you to-morrow, a victory that will be decifive of the 
" fate of th? low countries-" His diligence was equal to his forefight. 

On the other fide the armv under Cobourg was reinforced by twentv 
at the camp near Nivelle. Jourdan had pofled the main body of his army with the hap- 
pieft addrels to cover the fiege^ fo as to deceive the enemy concerning the actual/number of 
his troops, which occupied Gofelies, Templeuve, and t}ie plains oi Fleurus j where b£ 

waited impatiently tor the attack, - * : ' % , 



, which he did. for five hours at Herpigny, befide the charge of a 
y were received on the point of the bayonet with the utmoft coo!- 
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The allies had combined all their force from Valencienries, Quefnoy,' and Landrecy, 
to the amount of ioo,oqomen; artillery, had been collected from all parts, and their 
cavalry was double in number to that of the French- Their difpofition into five columns 
was made with great judgment, for the fituation of the ground and the nature of their 
propofed attack; their defign was to. advance along the Sambre, to furround the French 
by turning their flank, fecuring Marchiennes and Chatet. The prince of Orange com- 
raanded their right, and Beaulieu, their left j the emigrant prince of Lambefc led the 
cavalry, and Cobourg commanded in chief. 

Jourdan had learned the difpofition but could not afcertain their number ; however 
on the evening of the twenty-fifth he made fuch arrangements as were neceffary for the 
approaching day, and ifiued general orders prefaced with the fignificant parole for the 
morning— " No retreat to-dayl" Lefebre commanded the advance of ten thoufand men, 
Dubois led the cavalry ; and the generals Kleber, Jardin, and Marceau commanded the 
'different divifions, 

■ ** 

On the morning of the twenty-fixth of June at three o'clock the battle commenced by 
'an attack on the French entrenchments between Lambufart, Efpines, and Gofelies, and 
was followed by an affault on the whole line. Lefebre had to fuftain the aflault of an entire 
•column of the enemy 

.body of cavalry. They were received on the point of the bay 
nefs, and thrown into the greate{l:confufion; at that moment Dubois charged with the 
French cavalry, and the route of the enemy was complete. Lefebre entered Herpigny, 
which had been poflefled by the .enemy on thecmfet ; and Kleber purfued thisfuccefs, dri- 
ving the enemy before him from the bridge of Marchiennes. Meantime Marceau on the 
right was attacked by the whole left wing of the enemy under Beaulieu and Cobourg in 
perfon; who attempted to force the French with the bayonet 5 the conflift here was mod 
terrible, Marceau had two horfes killed under him. 

For nine hours victory remained fufpended ; through the whole French line the ani- 
mating piarole — " No retreat to-day i" was cbnftantly reiterated. A divifion ;of the enemy 
appeared in red uniform, and the decree of the convention was , called to mind, they were 

attacked with fury and not a man efcapecL " Vive la Republique V refounded along the 

whole line, and indicated that the enemy were giving way- : At fix o'clock in the evening 
Jourdan having ordered to be brought up the corps de referve, and a new train of artil- 
lery, the order was made for an uniform charge along the line. The charge was made 
with terrible impetuofity, and the enemy abandoned their arms and artillery, and .fled on 
all quarters. 

The aftion was perhaps one of the mod defparate that hiftory has recorded, having Iaft- 

ed from day break till night had clofed ; . the valor of the allies, muft be allowed to have 
been fignal, as the ground upon which they fought was a gentle declevity, entrenched with 
a line of admirably difpofed redoubts commanding the whole front of the French line. 
"The viftory, however, was fo decifive that the .enemy never ceafed from their flight, until 

:they had reached Kalle, thirty miles from the field of battle. The French took thirty 
' eight ftandards, and the lofs of men was varioufly ftated at from ten to fifteen thoufand. A 
^ corps of Auftrians deferted to the French after theadlion. The French general purfued 

" the advantage of this brilliant viftory, puflied on towards Bruflels, forced Cobourg to fly 
from Halle, and leave Bruflels, fo recently the fcene of C^far's empty pageant, to ,tfc.e 

cretioa of the trembling Gauls* 
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The art of asroftation was employed by Jourdan at the fiege of Charleroi ; he had ob- 
tained a corps of artifts for this purpofe from Paris, and conftru&ed two balloons of taf- 
feta, twenty-nine feet in length, nineteen in diameter, and fifty-feven in circumference ; 
-thefe were attached by cords, which being held below enabled them to be elevated or 
deprefled as occafion might require ; in the car attached to the balloon was feated a fkil- 
ful engineer, who held one of the cords that were attached below, and on this cord were 
fixed a number of brafs rings ; the engineer by means of his elevation and good glaffes was 
able to difcern not only the interior ftate of the fortrefles but the movements of armies ; 
and jourdan employed them with thegreateft a dvantage in this memorable battle ; before 
the advance under Lefebre was charged by the whole column of Auftrian cavalrv, a note 
fent down with great rapidity, being tied to a ring and a fmali bullet attached to it, in- 
formed the general of the movement of the enemy, when about to be effe&ed, and 
afforded him time to order Dubois to charge with all the French cavalry on the flank 
of the Auftrians* The efteft was anfwerable to the defign- 

Ypres. the key of Weft Flanders, had been in the mean time invefted by a French ar- 
my of thirty thoufand men, with a covering army of twenty four thoufand ; the great im* 
portance of this place rendered it neceflary to encounter great rifques to maintain it, and 
Clairfait determined to rifque the whole army under his command rather than fufFer it to 
fall. On the thirteenth of June he attacked the republicans, and drove them from their 
full pofition ; but prefently he experienced a melancholy reverfe. In the courfe of five 
days this experienced and brave officer was three times defeated ; and at length obliged 
to retreat, without being able to raife the fiege, in the utmoft confufion to Ghent, where 
he,had the additional mortification to find that the French had been prepared for his de- 
feat and retreat^ and completely cut off the communication with Oudenard, 

Ypres furrendered to general Moreau, on the feventeenth of June after a gallant de- 
fence,, and that general in confideration of the bravery with which the place was defended 



allowed the garrifon honorable terms, 

The defeat of Clairfait was final to the allies. General Walmoden found himfelf no 

m 

longer able to maintain his pofition at Bruges ; and the magiftrates of that place on the 
twenty fourth opened their gates to the vi&ors, and figned a formal fubmifiion to the ar- 
mies and fovereignty of the republic. 
The Hanoverian general had effe&ed his retreat, and joined the right wing of Clair- 

fait's army. The duke of York's pofition at Tournay had been always hazardous, and 
the mifuriderftanding between that pragmatical prince and Cobourg has been faid to have 
caufed his being left behind ; on the twenty-fourth finding it no longer fafe to remain 
there, he marched to Renaix, in order: to fupport Otidenarde, already invefted, leaving 
only a fmaU garrifonfor the defence of Tournay* 

Previous to thefe events the emperor and colonel Mack, the proje&or of the plan of 
this campaign, left the army in utter defpair of fuccefs. The force of the allies, which in 
the beginning of- the campaign had amounted to one hundred and eighty feven thoufand 4 
men was now reduced to left than one half that number. In vain the emperor called on 
the inhabitants, of Belgium to rife in a mafs, his repeated proclamations wtre anfwered by 
fpecious but delufive profeflions, di&ated either by a few of his aftual partifians or by 
prudential perfons in feveral cities who knowing the decided attachment which the people 

every where expreffed for the French, wiftfed to fteer between the chances of war. 

Vol IV, 5 F 
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Bifcomfiture fo general and fignal, was not calculated to cure -that jealoufy .which had 

Tubfifted at the opening of the campaign, accordingly the allied. powers, though they did 
not openly accufe each other, were privately a&ive to throw the blame on the powers of 

• whom they were diftruftful — But it is not the leaft remarkable of thofe private transac- 
tions, that Pruflia, whofe condufl fpoke fo unequivocally, efcaped from cenfure, while the 

: two principal powers in the war, the Englifh and Auflrians mutually villified each other. 
Letters written! for the exprefs purpofe of publication, were fent from the Englifh camp, 
accufing the emperor of having from the beginning of the campaign withheld a number 
of troops neceflary to complete the army which he had ftipulated by treaty to bra/ in to 
the field, that the number at the clofe of the campaign was fixty thoufanc 1 fhcrt of the 
number ; a letter from the Englifh camp, intended likewife for the public eye, dated the 
23d of June, ftated that " three weeks before, the emperor had began to remove his mi- 
litary (lores from Bruffels, into Germany* That finding the duke of York prudently re- 
fufe to garrifonTournay, which moft likely would have been attended with the capture 
of the, army, on their marching for Charleroi the Auftrians had broken do *vn all the 

.bridges over: the Scheldt which left no mode of retreat over that river but through Tour- 
nay,, which would endanger the army. That the army being without pontoons they found 
it difficult to make temporary bridges ; and to add to the difficulty, the navigation of the 
Scheldt was completely blocked up by barges funk by the French fo me time before, 
which the Auftrians 7 took good care fliould not be cleared away; fo that great part of 
the military ftores lying in barges, could not be carried off for want oif waggons, but muft 
be either fent up to.Conde : pr Valenciennes, or committed to the charge of the Auftrians." 

The recriminations on the Auftrian fide were not; fo violent. They afierted a difpo- 
lition in the Britifli army (this was underftopd to mean only the duke of York) to thwart 
the plans of the Imperial generals. That the rafhnefs and confidence of the Britifli co- 
lumn had been the caufe of that difafter which loft to the allies all the previous advan- 
tages of the campaign- That the emperor had fupplied the number of men ftipulated, 
and if there was fo great a deficiency after fo many battles, it was to be attributed to their 
conftancy in a&ion, to the number of prifoners taken by the enemy, the numbers that 
had fallen, and thofe who had been feduced to defert in large bodies to the French j that 
the hofpitals themfelves contained a fmall army ; and that no part of the failure was to be 
attributed to the Auftrian generals whofe fentiments had never been divided on the plans 
that had been concerted., but which had been fo unfortunately fruftrated. 

The fate of the Nether Isoufc ajad of Weft; Flanders in particular was no fooner decided, 
than the Englifh cabinet determined to fend lord Mpira to Oftend, with the remains of 
that army which had b^en Taifeji to.eftablifti royalty by invading France from the Tea? 
but with the fame wifdom that had diftinguiflied all their military operations, this fuo 
cour arrived in time tp affift: in/the evacuation of the place which it was deftined to de- 
fend. This, body of troops, amounted to ten thoufand men, and it was. the latter end 
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in that quarter. By the reinforcement remaining at Oftend, the place might perhaps 
have been defended for fo.me lime and while theBritifli remained matters of the fea the 
greater part of the troops might have been able to reimbark, (hould they be clofely purfued- 
On the contrary to relieve the allies, and to fupport the Britifh divifion of the grand. 

army? appeared to lord Moira a matter of fo much neceffity as to fupercede all etiquette, and 
of more importance than to prefervc for a fhort period the town of O fiend ; expedition, 
and diligence were likewife eflfential to the objeft, fince the French might in cafe of delay 
cut: off the communitation. A council of war was held, and it. was determined to eva- 
cuate Oftend. This difficult talk was committed to colonel Vyfe of the Englifh guards, . 
and on the morning of the firft of July he commerced the embarkation, which was com- 
pleted before night. Th^ French entered the town in three columns by the weft gate, as' 
the laft detachment of the Englilh embarked, and immediately began to fire on the Eng- 
lifh tranfports, which was anfwered by the frigates and gun. boats in the road. The Eng- 
lifh Veflels amounted to a hundred and fifty fail, and took their departure for Flufhing on 
the third of July ; the Glatton Indiaman laden with ordnance ftores was run aground 
and fet fire too. The wealth left in the place by theEnglifh in their flight was confuiera- 
ble, and great quantities of ftores fell into the hands of the republicans. The inhabi- 
tants received the French with the utmoft joy, and the republican general Vandamme im- 
mediately convoked them, and defired that they Ihould chufe a municipality to regulate the: 
peace and order ©f the town. The port from its convenience and fituation was as impor- 
tant an acquifition as the French made during the war. 

During the evacuation of Oftend, lord Moira with the main body of his reinforcement 
repaired to Malle, four leagues from Bruges on the great caufeway leading to Ghent,, 
and fhortly after effe&ed a junction with Clairfait. On the fifth of July the duke ofc 
York retreated from Renaix to Gramont, and the wretched fick and wounded were re- 
moved in open waggons to Antwerp. On the fame day the French entered Tournay, 
the fmall corps left there to garrifon the place, having fled on their approach. The re- 
publicans entered Ghent on the fame day, which reduced the Englifh troops to a very 
precarious fituation as the French were now nearer to Antwerp by twenty miles than the 
duke of York. Oudenard was evacuated by the allies at the fame time, and at this place 
the republicans found twenty-four pieces of artillery befide the magazines with all the 
ammunition. At Tournay they found twenty guns fpiked, ten thoufand mulket balls, a 
large quantity of gun-powder and two thoufand rations of forage and barley, and 
feveral magazines. Near that city they alfo took fourteen large barges laden with am- 
munition. 

About this, period a ftatement of the lofs of the combined powers in killed, from the 
capture of Landreqy on the thirtieth of May, was prefented to the national convention ; 
no other has been publiftied, and this was never contradicted ^ indeed the reduced* ftate. 
of the combined armies fully corroborate it. As it affords a curious fpecimen of the.- 
ftyle of the reports of that period it is given in an exact tranflation from the. 
origina}; 

4 On the fecond Prairial (21ft May) in the firft combat near the wood of Bonne Efpe- 
rance, fifteen hundred flaves were killed. 

\ 4 On the fifth Prairial (24th May) in the combat near the abbey of Obbe, fifteen Kuji^ 

dred flaves. 
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c On the feventh Prairial (26th May) in the attack of Montigny, one thoufand. 

* From the feventh to the fifteenth Prairial (3d June) when Charleroi was firft blockaded* 
two thoufand Auftrians. 

c On the twenty-eighth Prairial (16th June) in the very bloody engagement on that 
day,, fix thoufand of their accomplices. 

' On the thirtieth Prairial (18th June) near Harleymont, two thoufand. 

c On the feventh Meflidor (25th June) eight hundred bit the duft. 

c On the eighth Meflidor (26th June) in the celebrated battle of Fleurus — in that 
battle which will eternally call to our remembrance the (kilful march of the foldiers of the 
army of the Mofelle, who' penetrated the woods of the Ardennes, and croffed the rocks 
of the Meufe, to afford an example of difcipline to the enemy, and to beat the enemy at 
Charleroi, in concert with the armies of the North and Ardennes, in that battle we have' 
ftated the lofs of the allies" to be between eight and ten thoufand. The reprefentatives of 
the people have informed us that the reports of deferters fince the battle of the eighth 
Meflidor, eftimate the lofs of the enemy at fifteen thoufand. On this part of the frontier 
the number of deferters from the imperial ftandard is fix hundred. To this we may add 

the garrifon of Charleroi, which amounted to three thoufand flaves, and which furrendered 
at discretion. 

c Total of the killed, &c. 31,600. 

c On the fide of the fea the deficit is the fame, during the fliort period in which the 
French have over-run all Weft Flanders. 

c Befides thefe fix thoufand were taken and fixty-feven pieces of cannon, in the battle 
fought before the capture of Ypres. To this number muft be added the amount of the 
garrifon of Ypres, which is feven thoufand men. 

c Let then this emperor Francis addrefs himfdf to his reverend fathers in God, and to 

his nobles and to his dearly beloved, to recruit that army which was to fhake the walls of 
Paris, and re-eftablifh royalty - 

c Three months are fcarcely pafied over fince this crowned Auftrian dared to tread upon 
the ftill fmoaking ruins of Landrecy, and to give each of his foldiers twenty-five fous, 
with thefe words, cc My children, have patience ; in a few months I will grant you peace, 

and we will go andeftablifh our winter quarters at Paris*" His winter quarters at Paris! 
Aflpredly the road he has* marked out is rather a curious one/ 

The remainder of the campaign againfl: the allies was fo important, that no occafion fo 
opportune can be found at which to fufpend the hiftory of its operations as the prefent, 
in order to take up the tranfattions of the other armies of the republic and to continue 
the interefting but melancholy narrative of the proceedings of the faftion which ftill 
held authority over the lives and happinefs of the national reprefentatives. 

The armies of the republic in the fouth, were not lefs a&ive, than thofein the north, 
and as fuccefsfuk In the begininng of February a battle was fought near St. Jean de 
Luz, in which the Spaniards were defeated ; three of their regiments were taken prifo- 
ners or difperfed, and the Irifli regiment of Ultona, inthefervice of Spain, infuriated by ' 
their priefts who preached m their ranks againfl: the French, maintained a conflict fo 
defparate that every man was cut to pieces* A fimilar vi&ory was obtained the fifth of ■ 
the fame month near the fame place. In the eaftern Pyrennees, the armies were not fo 

early in motion* In -April the Spaniards were compelled to evacuate Boulon and the 
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camp of Ceret. The city of Urgel foon after Surrendered to general Dagobert : but, as 
the citadel was in a condition for defence, and the Spainards had broken down the 
bridge which communicated with the town, the general retired to Puycerca to wait for 
reinforcements, where he was killed by a cannon ball. On the firft of May a confidera- 
ble vi&ory was gained by the republicans at Ceret, two hundred pieces of cannon were 
taken with the Spanifh camps, magazines, equipage, and two thoufand prifoners. 
About the fame period the main army of the Spaniards was totally defeated near Col- 
Jioure, and the whole of the baggage and artillery fell into the hands of the con- 
querers, and fuch was the fenfe of the convention on the importance of this viftory, 
that a column was ordered to be ere&ed on the fpot with an infcription — cc Here feveu 
thoufand Spaniards laid down their arms before the republicans." On the twenty-third 
of May St, Elmo was evacuated by the Spaniards, and port Vendries capitulated to gen- 
eral Dugommier. 

In Italy the arms of the republic were equally triumphant* Early in April the city 
and poft of Oneglia in Piedmont fubmitted to the republic. As this port is lituated on 
the Mediterranean and very near the fouthern departments, its fall proved extremely inju- 
rious to the commerce of the enemies of the republic in that quarter, from the number 
of cruifers which it regularly fent out, and which the convention fupplied with ftores 

from the arfenals in order to render the attachment of the new citizens more firm and- 
their felicity more fatal to their enemies. In proceeding to the attack of this place it was 
neceffary for the republicans to pafs through the Genoefe territory, but previous to this 
ftep the commiflioners Salicetti and Robefpierre junior, publifhed a proclamation promifing 

ihe ftri&eft regard to the neutrality of that republic, and refpett for the peace and profperity 
of its citizens. The Genoefe were at firft alarmed, confidering how much they had already 
fuffered from the barbarity of the Englifh for their inflexible adherence to a pacific 
fyftem, the conduft of the French troops, however, was fuch as to leave them no rea % 
fon whatever to complain. This fuccefs was immediately followed by a victory, in r vyhich 
five hundred men principally Auftrians, were killed. Ormea on the Tanaro, and the 

county of Nava, immediatedy fubmitted, fothat the whole communication between Turin 
.and the fea, except through neutral countries appears to have been cut off. \ Imnienfe^ ma- 
gazines, a fuperb manufactory of cloth, and large quantities of provifions, cannon, and 
.ammunition, fell at the fame time into the hands of the vidtors. 

In the beginning of May Dumerlion, the provifional commander in chief of the army 
•of Italy, poffeffed himfelf of the polls of Saorgio, Belvedere, Rocabiliere, and St, Mar- 
tin. The enemy were aifo obliged to abandon their famous camps at Fouche, and Ra- 
ous. On this occafion the French took fixty pieces of cannon, an immenfe quantity of 
.provifions, and two thoufand prifoners. This was fueceeded^ immediately by another 
yiftory ia which Dumerlion drove the enemy, amounting to eight thoufand men, from their 
entrenchments near the village of Tender and took fome prifoners and ftores. 

About the middle of May, Dumas, commando: of the army of the Alps, obtained a 
decifive vi&ory on Mount Cenis. The Sardinians had doubled their forces on this cele- 
brated mountain ; the French general therefore found it neceffary to form a fyftem of 
vigorous diverfion, which fhould extend along their whole line ; the difpofition for this 
purpofe were made with profound drill. On .the night of the tenth, the fort Mirabouk 

was attacked by Caire, commander of the chaffeurs, and the garrifon capitulated leaving 
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twenty pieces; of cannon, and cbnfiderable ftores of provifidn and ammunition to the vic- 
tors. At the fame moment that Mirabouk was attacked, Dumas at the head of three 
thoufand men entered the rich vallies of Bordonack, the whole of the enemy's pods were 

carried and the French eftablifhed themfeives at Oux. The general next crofted the fteep 
precipices of Gollibier, in order to proceed to Maurienne, and immediately to execute 
the principal obje£t, the attack on Mount Cenis ; and here it was that the courage, (kill, 
amd patience of the French were put to the fevered: teft j from Lenebourg they afcended 
the craggy fteeps, amidft a heavy and inceflant fire ; grape fliot was poured upon them 
in ;fhowerSj and the heavy fliot rebounding from the rocks, carried tenfold dangers into 
their; ranks ; but the French with almoft incredible patience reftrained their fire, except- 
ing from a few cannon that had been dragged to an elevated -point which raked the ene- 
my's batteries, and entered the redoubts, with fixed bayonets. The left column, under 
general Bagdelune, made their way over prjeipices more frightful, and turned the ene- 
my's fi'arik. The Junction of the columns was no fooner effe&ed, than the Piedmontefe 
abandoned their well-appointed and numerous trains of artillery, their equipage, and ma- 
gazines. The French purfued them for three leagues beyond Mount Cenis. The de- 
foliation was great ; only nine hundred perfons were taken; but the French loft only 
eight killed and thirty wounded. 

:,0n the borders of Italy and the Mediterannean, the arms of the republic were general* 
ly fuccefsful ; but in Corfica the intrigues of England had obtained a degree of friccefs 
which threw a momentary eclat over her political tranfa&ions, which ferved to diffipate 
the recolle&ibn of her difgrace at Toulon. After admiral Hood left that place he cruifed 
lor fome time of Hierres bay; and having detached a fun all fquadrdSn to Corfica, repaired 
thither himfelf in the month of February, and found the iiland in a general ftate of revolt. 
* The political connection between the people of this ifland and that of England, was 
Slot of a long (landing, nor of a very firm or durable nature ; after the Corficans had 
ft niggled againft the oppreflion of the Genoefe, and in 1768 were transferred to the do- 
minion- of France, theEnglifh government fecretly fupplied the Corficans with ftores and 
ammunition. An eccentric Scotch traveller poffeffed of a handlome fortune and weak 
intellects* in the courfe of the fafhionable European tour, ftruckoutof the ordinary path, 
knd landed in Corfica, where his vanity found an untrod path upon which he hoped to 
eftahlifh a reputation. Without any knowledge of the true character of the Corficans, 

iie publifiied a book on the fubje£t of their ftruggles, and as his work was more allied to 
poetry. rha;n hiftory, he chofe the fimple chief of the Corficans for his hero, and gave 

hhh a celebrity which neither his talents nor the ftate of things entitled him to. The 

itruggle of the Corficans was not for independence nor for an enlightened 'liberty, but "for 

the choice of mafters, and Paoli was in ta£k only the head of a fafition. Their struggle 

terminated in being incorporated with France, and Paoli who had received the (ecret inc» 

cours of England was compelled to fly thhher., where he enjoyed atpenfion, until the cor» 

jxnencement of the revolution in France, when lie refigned it, and under the fan ftion of 
the conftituent afiembly, returning once more to' his native country, wasone of the fore- 
'inoftin applauding the revolution. He obtained the confidence of the fevcral fucctffive 
^dminiftratitins that had charge of the affairs of Fiance, and was himfeli cn. railed with 
s a very ample authority in his native iiland. 

; His: long refidence in h nglind and the ample fupporr which he^kcui fo Idrig obtained 

there^ mult have naturally made very durable impreffions on his mind. ' i-Aal>icuated by 
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education to obey a thief, and dazzled wth'the merimcious grandeur of the Englifh court, 

bis/principles and. bis difpofttion, were 5 alike capable of embracing the views and obje&s 
qf ;thofe who oppofed the French revolution. He -had a£ted in concert with the Englifh 
jpiniftry from his return to Corfica, and upon the declaration of war againft England, his 
^tt^chment to France vifibly deereafed, arid the diities'of the ftatiorj with which he was en- 
txtjfte4-by the republic, were fo entirely negle&ed, that 1 he was called to Paris, to anfwer for 
hi$ : condu£b : It has been noticed - before in the cpurfe of this work, that he refitfed to go^ 
©nithe.aUedged, ground of . ill health. - On -the. -appearance of the Britifh troop? sit Tou- 
lon he no longer difguifed his refolufion to adhere to the Englilh interefts, and was 
Citgc^fefcHri deluding great numbers of his countrymen to follow him under the Britifh 
banners. Theircpublican 1 troops ftatioried at Corfica had frequent occafion during the 
year! 1 793, to lament the defection of Paoli, and feveral bitter conflifits had been the con- 
(qquwce; /When Hood arrived off the ifland, the gar rifon of Mprtella furrendered to 
bkti)On :the;teiiih ^of February, - The t-ow&r of Torneli : was abandoned by the. republicans- 
on the feventeenth, and in two days after St. Fiorenzo fell into his hands, the republicans* 
being obliged: to retreat to Baftia. 

:>< Tihe number of perfons capable of bearing arms in this city originally amounted to no 
jjaojethan three thou land. The fortifications had been left in the worft ftate of .repair,- 
and even the garri:on was not half provided* Hood appeared before the place with the ut- 
faoftdiiigence, Paoli who had* collected a large body of his countrymen in the mountains., 
detached a confiderable corps to co-operate with' the Englifh. The place was clofely in- 
yeftedby fea and land, and notwithftanding the want that prevailed in the town, it re- 
fifed until the 19th of May, when the Englifh admiral " in confider.ation of the very 
V, gallant .defence madt? by the garrifon of Baftia,- and from principles of humanity 
offered honorable terms to the republican cpmm.andant Gentili, which he was conftrained; 
frmVL neceflity to accept. 

• i)a the. 24th the garrifon marched out with the honors of war, and the Englifh took 
po^ffon of Baftia. The ldfo on either fide has not been accurately afcertain^d.' But to 
the honor :of the Corficans under their countryman Gentili, they difplayed a fidelity and- 
attachment to the liberties of their country, which ncicher theiecret proffers of the Eng- 
iiftvnor of their countrymen Avho had taken the oppofite fide, could weaken or flbake,. 
Jn CQnfequenceof-this fuceefs the wbole ifland, excepting the towij pf* CJalyi, and £iic>U>er 
fmall idiitrid,i : ubmitted to the Enelifh arms, . 

. Upon this. couqueft being made knmvri iri England, letters pf convocation wereilTug^ 
?ud the.geheraL aflembly of Gorfica was ordered to be fummoned ,; they met on Sunday* 
the .eighth, of June at Corti. The ieuers fpecifjed, that " the union of Corfica with 
Gftat Britain, and the render of the crowo to his .majefty,** .was the objeft of the mee,t~ 
lflg ? ~rgeneral Paoli was eleftecl pre/iden.t ; and opened the ipeetiug : by a fpeech, ijj : 
which iie . extol led . the ad vantages of a union with England, andpropofed the tender pf 
the crown to the king of England. After returning thanks to Paoli, the aflembjy pat 
fel two Tefokttions; one deelarihg the fepn ration, ^6f k Corfica from France, and the jo.thefr 
ife ttuion with Gre k B ham. A couimiuee was appointed to draw up articles of t ywQ$> 
wd itwiis xleclaited ' that all wbd'eame fliould have voices,', apd in fad fev^ral perf^ns^jc^ 
fvQbatafiter. and talent? who were .not even .jnewbepff ot the affembl^ w^re adipi^t^.^l4 
Nftok 9! ihaie iche- -dilcuffioh/ 4 ' : / ' : ' 
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Such was the firft reprefentation of the Corfican people. The conftitution that was framed 

refembles the French conftitution of 1791 more than that of Great Britain, and it was 
diftinguiflied by this fundamental difference from the latter, that there was nothing equi- 
valent to an houfe of lords ; having only one chamber of reprefentatives, ele&ed by a 
certain proportion of population, for two years, the reprefentative • poflefling property. 
The conftitution confifts of twelve fhort chapters, the tenth of which contains only three 
articles, and declares that cc the catholic,, apoftolic, Roman religion, in all its evangelical 
41 purity, fhall be the only national religion of Corfica." But this conftitution. did- not 
- provide for the trial by jury in civil cafes. . ' »: 1 

Sir Gilbert Elliot was appointed the firft: -viceroy. And it appears that England had 
undertaken to pay the whole expence of its. civil and military eftablifhment. . 

The town of Calvi was foon after befieged ; general Cafabianca who commanded there,, 
made a gallant refiftance till, the tenth of Auguft, when he furrendered on capitulatipn ; 
and the garrifon marched out with the honors of .war, . and were tranfported at the expence 
of the Englifh to Toulon. * ; 5 

The meafure of annexing this ifland under the crown of England, even without con- 
fidering that the very nature of the country, if it fhould be reduced, muft render it an 
eternal and fruitlefs expence, was one of the ftrongeft manifestations of incapacity and 
'want of information ordigefted fyftem which the war exhibited. The folly was carried 
to the>xtreme by an order for annexing the Moor's head, which is the infignia of the 
arms of Cbrfica, to thofe of the Britifh monarch ! . 

But on the ocean her plans, though not calculated to produce, benefits to. the: Britifh 
nation, nor to overthrow the freedom of France, were yet fuccefsful in obtaining that 
fpecies of triumph which by elating her pride,, encouraged the hopes and extravagance of 
her minifters to the protra&ion of hoftility. The ftate of the French navy we have before 
had occafion to notice ; it was under the old regimen the lazy couch of an infolent 

ariftpcracy; where' talents were neither encouraged * by the hopes of promotion nor 

allowed to compete for honors in the paths of merit. For fome fhort periods, men have 

appeared fuperior to the vices and difiipation of the French court, and devoting them- 

felves to the fevere ftudy of naval affairs, acquired for themfelves and their country a 
a bright reputation, as Suffrein, Piquet, and Peyroufe. But at the commencement of 
the French revolution, France retained few of her experienced officers. The very nature 
of naval command is defpotical ; for the discipline of (hips of war confifts wholly in a fyftem 
of feverity, which when confidered renders the Spartan discipline no longer extraordinary, 
but comparatively mild. The equality of rights was not likely to comport with the heavy 
and lengthened chain of naval fubordination* The empty vanity of titular diftin&ions, of 

official confequence, the ihconfequent hauteur of commiffioned fuperiority, were feverely 
fhocked by a declaration of rights, wherein the admiral whofe efcutcheon quartered the 
arms of an hundred noble houfes, was to learn that his b o tf wain > or his boatf wain's fwabber, 
had rights equal with his own. 

Such a change was not calculated to produce even the moft moderate (hare of neceflary 
attention to naval difcipline, on the minds of men bred up in the groffeft of all ignorance* 
Of all men thofe who have lived on board of {hips of war for a time, - are the leaft regard- 
ful of moral. obligations ; their lives are an uniform fcene of hardffiip, and of debauchery; 
fecluded from the Ifoftening influence of the virtuous of the fair fex, they rarely know 

the joys of focial life j the palfions fo predominant in human nature lead them to exceffes. 
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which are at war with morals, and the continual indulgence of licentioufneis, creates 
difpofitions which are inimical to the fir ft principles of fociety. Men thus retain all the 
apathy and fiercenefs of the favage but little of the mildnefs or fympathy of the man. 

Such was the Hate of the old French marine ; fuch is at of the Englifh at prefer t« The 
French in the carreer of their military fucceffes, had conceived the hope that the enthufiafm 
of her feamen alfo would fupply the want of experience ; but either forgetting the vaft 
difference between the operations of men, or bodies of men, and a cumbrous and weildy 
machine, or numbers of them on an inconftant element ; or driven by neceflity to take 
the rifks of their fituation j the convention had turned their attention to the equipment of 
naval force. 

Perhaps the efforts made by the Britiffi government to prevent the neutral powers from 
entering the French ports was the true fource of this extraordinary effort of the French 
government ; and the fcarcity of provifions which in general prevailed, had tended fo 
much to aggravate the diftrefies of the country muft have been a (till ftronger ftimulus. 

They had fir ft endeavoured to countera£t England by detaching fmaller fquadrons and 
fmall veffels to annoy the commerce, and had met with vaft iuccefs ; for in the month of 
May alone of this year, it appears, that they had taken ninty-nine Englifh merchantmen, 
ten of which were outward bound Weft Indiamen, and four homeward bound, and a 
packet from Lifbon laden with an immenfe fum in fpecie ; while the Englifli had taken 
in the fame time only one frigate of thirty. eight guns. 

There can be little doubt that this fyftem of naval operation was beft fuited to the 

circumftances of France at that time, and the moft fatal to her rival that flic could purfue 

in any circumftances ; but the preffure of fcarcity compelled them to equip a fleet, in order 

to proteft a large convoy which was to fail from the United States of America at a fixed 

period, laden with abundant fupplies. 

The Englifli adminiftration had obtained the moft minute information concerning this 
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intercept the convoy. On the 19th of 

May cruifing off Breft, he received advice that a French fleet had put tofea fonie days 

before ; and at the fame time he received intelligence from the Englifli admiral Mon-, 
taguc who had been cruifing with another fquadron for fonie time in thofe feas j admiral 
Howe determined immediately to form a junttion with him ? as he fliould then have a 
great fuperiority over the French fleet which he underftood to confift of twenty-fix fail 
alfo. On the 21ft he received intelligence that the French fleet were but a few leagues 
to the weft ward, upon which the Englifli admiral altered his courfe. ^ ^ 

Early on the morning of the 28th the two fleets were difcovered by their refpe&ive 
frigates, the French bearing down on the weather bow of the Englifli. They advanced 
for fome time in loofe order, and foon after hauled up to the wind ; but were fome hours 

before they could form in order of battle ; this delay afforded time to the Englifli admiral 
to detach a fquadron of his fleet under rear-admiral Paifley, with a view to take an advan- 



make 



approached. 



The French fleet was commanded by rear admiral Villaret, a young officer who had 
been recently elevated from the rank of lieutenant and the command of a frigate to the 



admiral and the command 
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tagne, and Jean Bon St. 4 Andre, a member of the convention, was onboard the fame fliip 

in quality of commiffioner. 

The only accounts that have appeard of the aftion that took place, were thofe officially 
written by the Englifh admiral and the French commifiioner. In the report of Jean Bon 
St. Andre he dates, that while the two fleets were monocuvring, the Revolutionnaire, 
a three decker, flackened fail, for what purpofe was not underftood ; and the Englifh 
rear-admiral Paifley taking advantage thereof attacked this fliip v/ith his whole divifion. 
In the conflict however the Englifh rear-admiral had his top-maf! difabled ; and the Le- 
viathan and Audacious pufhed up to fupport him and attacked the Revolutionnaire, whofe 
captain fell in the a&ion, and the fliip was fo much damaged that fhe was not manageable; 
night feparated the fleets, and the Revolutionnaire was towed into Rochefort by the Au- 
dacieux, a French feventy-four. During this day the wind blew frelh S, by W. with a 
rough fea. Latitude 47. 33. N. Longitude 14. 10. W. 

The fleets continued in fight during the whole of the night, and on the morning of the 
twenty-ninth fignals for the line were flying in both fleets. The Englifh admiral intend- 
ing to harrafs the French rear, ordered his fleet to tack; the French admiral penetrated 

his intention, and ordered fuch manoeuvres as were calculated to fruftrate his purpofe, 
and direftly the line was from van to rear, excepting a few fhips, whofe tardinefs in fome 
degree obftructed the evolution ; however, the advance fhips of the Englifh were forced 
to give way and tack about. The delay in executing the admiral's fignals occafioned the 
French fhips LTndomptable and La Tyrannicide to be engaged with an infinitely fuperior 
force, and they were in confequence entirely difabled. The French admiral now hoifted 
the fignal for tacking towards the rear, but this alfo was not obeyed, and the headmoft 
fhip of the line efpecially keeping her flation without a movement, obliged the reft of the 
line to remain fixed in order to prevent confufion. The French admiral fuppofing him- 
felf betrayed by his own fhips, determined upon a defparate evolution, he tacked alone 

and threw out the fignal for the fleet to follow, this fignal was obeyed w/th the utmoft 
alacrity by every fhip but one. The line neverthelefs was inftantly formed, and the whole 
French line attacked the Englilh with great fpirit, and put them for a time into great 
diforder. The Englifh admiral after having arranged ins line, threw </ut the fignal for 
breaking through the French line, and a fevere conflift enfued. The CJicfar, the leading 
fhip, had not kept the win^, and the intended movement had nearly failed through that 
circumflance and the prompt evolutions of the French admiral ; the Englifh admiral im- 
mediately tacked and was followed by the Belerophon and Leviathan, the two fhips of 
the van next to the Casfar, and pafled dire&ly between the fifth and fixth of the French 
line, keeping up a fleady and powerful fire, which was returned with equal firmnefs and 
regularity. The Englifh admiral having pafTed through the line, followed by the other 
two fhips, immediately put about to renew the attack, but the reft of his line being by 
this time completely to the leeward and without the fternmoft fliip of the French rear, 
he was obliged to tack and clofe v/ith his fleet ; and the French admiral wore again to the 
eaftward, in order to fuccour his fhips that had been in a&ion. Having performed this evo- 
lution with great adroitnefs and fuccefs, the French admiral again wore round and hoifted 
his fignal for the line of battle on the larboard tack, which was alfo followed by the 
Englifh fleet, and both formed with admirable regularity in the fame order. 

The. French had at the commencement of the a&ion the advantage of the wind, but 
the manoeuvres that had been made enabled the Englilh to gain it, and' they withdrew 
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under a crowded fail, leaving behind them two (hips, but they efcaped being purfued only 
by fome frigates. The engagement lafted between feven and eight hours, and the a&ion 
was fought on the very fpot over which the convoy from America was to pafs. 

The French admiral attentive only to the main objedl of his cruife, the fafety of the 
convoy on its way from America, had manoeuvred with a view foley to keep th 
fleets out of the track in which the convoy was to come ; (landing away occafionaliy to 
the northward and eaftward, and making fliort tacks to the weft -> by this means he was 
obliged alio to fuller the Englifh fleet to keep the weather gage. A heavy fog prevailed 
during the .thirtieth and thirty-firft of May, and the fleets were occafionaliy in fight, but 
on the lad evening the mill cleared away, the Englifh (till keeping the wind. The En- 
glifh admiral determined to make ufe of this great advantage in naval actions, and accor- 
dingly between feven and eight o'clock on the firfl of June, bore up with a view to 
clofe attion. The French admiral whofe object was to be accomplifhed equally by an 
attion which would cripple the Englifli fleet and force them into port, and adroit 
manoeuvres, appeared equally eager to come to clofe battle, and bore up alfo with great 
regularity. 

The French fleet confided on putting to fea of twenty-feven fail of the line three of 
which were three deckers ; four fhips of this fleet had been much exhaufted by a long 

cruize under admiral Neiily, the Revolutionnaire had been difabled in the adlion of the 
twenty-eighth, and had gone into port. 

When admiral Howe put to fea he had thirty-fix fhips of the line, according to the 
lifts publifhed ; but his account publilhed of the adlion reduces his fleet to twenty-five, the 
Audaciaous having been compelled to retire into port by the attion of the twenty-eighth. 
The advantage in the number of Ihips therefore was one in favour of the French, but 
the Englifh fleet had the fuperiority in the fize of their fhips and the weight of their metal, 

having feven fhips of three decks in their fleet, on board of which broad-penants were flying, 
the French had only three broad-penants. So that in weight and number of guns the 
Englifh had the fuperiority, as well as in the number of able and experienced officers, and in 
the condition of their fhips. 

Under thefe circumftances the attion commenced about nine o'clock, and lafted with 
unremitting fury till three ! All the advantages of difcipline and naval fkill were on the 
fide of the Engliih, The French manoeuvred, however, with a degree of correctnefs 
that furprifed their opponents. Their difpofitions were allowedly excellent, their fhips 
were indeed generally old and crazy, and one of their captains (Gallin of the Jacobin,) 
had committed a falfe manoeuvre, which enabled the Englifh to cut off a part of the French 
line to the rear of the Montagne. The conteft however was maintained with a degree of bra- 
very on both fides, that has if ever equalled, never been exceeded. Several fhips in both 
fleets were difmafted, and the hulls of fhips on both fides fo terribly wounded that they 
could fcarcely keep the fea; diftinguifhed above all was the Vengeur of feven ty-four guns ; 
the crew of this fhip proved indeed to how high a degree the love of liberty can fublimate 
the heart of man, and lead him to contemn the molt terrible dangers and death itfelf ; three 
Englifli yeflels, one of which was a three decker, poured in broadfides at the Vengeur at 

the fame inftant, her mafts were all Ihot away, her colours had been torn to ribbons, and 
the fragments as frequently nailed to the ftaff; feveral port holes were beat into .one, and 
the fliot holes were fo numerous below water that fhe was finking. " Pi&ure to yourfelf 
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tfC this fnlp pierced through and through, open on all fides, and raked by a larger flhip from 
" her ftern j her helm unmanagable, not a rope of running rigging whole, her decks 
" fpread over with the dead and dying, the waves already cover the mouths of her lower 

" guns — they are under water — but her upper tiers ftill pour outinceffant broadfides, file 
cc gradually finks — the gallant crew fee the abyfs of death before them, and their only 
" thoughts are to die with honor ; their colours every inftant (hot away, and frefh co- 
<c lours are fupplied ; the flumps of the fhattered maftsare ornamented with new ft rea- 
* c mers — fhouts of Vive la Republique, Vive la Liberte, are heard amidft the thunder of can- 
• c non which never ceafe to fire — the enemy fee the Vengeur finking, they haften to retire 
66 from the vortex that is about to involve her, and the general difcharge of her guns, 
<c and a fhout of Vive la Republique is thelafl memorial of her gallant crew — they have 
Cc difappeared with the accents of freedom on their lips." 

The aftion had been general and clofe in lefs than an hour after its commencement. 
The oppofed admirals had been defparately engaged ; at the clofe of the a&ion the van 
of the French had given way and got half a league to leeward ; this falfe ftep, defeated the 
French admiral's purpofe of racking, by which he would have not only covered his own 
difabled fhips, but cut off thofe of the Englifh alfo. By this means, he had only the choice 
left of going to the afliftance of the rear, or rallying the van, the latter was the mod ufe- 
ful meafure, but by it he loft way. The Englifh fleet, however, were fo much crippled, 
that they ceafed firing firft according to the French accounts ; the Englifh accounts do 

not deny this ; but fix of the French fhips were fo badly difabled as to be unfit to make 
fail, and the Englifh having the wind were enabled to throw their unhurt fhips between 
them and the French line ; feveral others, of the French were in as bad a condition, and 
it is a conclufive evidence of the bad ftate of the Englifh, that feveral of the difabled 
French fhips were towed off by a corvette mounting only eight four pounders, and within 
gun {hot of the Englifh fhips, who did not fire a fingle gun at her ; two or three other 
French fhips had no other means left but their fprit- fails. But fix remained in poffeffion 
of the Englifh, and were carried into. Plymouth, viz. La Juft, La Sans Pareille, U Ame- 
rica, L'Achille* LTmpeteux, and Northumberland, which with the Vengeur funk makes 
the lofs of the French to confift of feven line of battle fhips. 

The number of men killed in aftion on both fides was confiderable. Captain Bazire 
of theMontagne, the French Admiral's fhip, was killed, and Jean Bon St. Andre was 
wounded, eighteen officers only were able to remain at their pofts to the clofe of the 
aftion, and nearly three hundred killed and wounded on board the fame fliip ; (he received 
three hundred and thirty fhotin her hull. In the fix fhips taken were fix hundred and 
ninety killed and five hundred and eighty wounded. 

The number of the. Englifh killed was, by return two hundred and feventy-two, and 
feven hundred and eighty.-feven wounded ; among their killed was the captain of the 
Montagu ; and three admirals among the wounded, two of whom and the captain of the 

Queen had each loft a leg. 

In its confequences this action was very important in many points of view. The Eng- 
lifh by having the wind at the clofe of the a&ion, and not making ufe of it to renew the 
attack, evinced that the French with an inferior force, inferior discipline, and the difad- 
vantage of the wind could meet them and difable them in fo great a degree as not only to 

defeat the objeft of the Englifh fleet, but to obtain the objeft which they themfelves had 
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The French fleet not only proved their capacity to conteft with the Englifh upon 
3, but that with equal discipline and equal ihips, the iffue of an a&ion, merely for 
the honor of victory would be at lead uncertain. And that any object depending upon the 
protection of a Britifh fleet might be fruftrated only by an inferior French fleet entering into 



in view, 
equal term 



a naval action. 



of 



capable of accouiplithing under her republican energy as foon as circumftances admit of her 
turning her earned attention to a naval force. They had alfo the fatisfaction by this 
a&ion of fecuring the fafe arrival of the convoy of one hundred and fixty fail of vef- 
fels from America, with a cargo valued at eight millions derling, confiding of naval 
dores and provifions, of the latter of which France was then fo much in want as to b 
threatened with a famine. In this latter view, the defeat was equal to a victory, fince it 
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prevented that calamity, and frudrated all the efforts that England had made to prev 
provifions palling from neutral nations into France. This valuable convoy arrived in' 



convoy arrived in the 



port of L'Orient a few days after the a&ion, and the veflels paffed through the wrecks 
of mads and limber which had been made by the conflict. 

France, relieved from the alarming preflure of famine, was now enabled to turn her 
attention undiverted to the great concerns of offenfive and defenfive. ta&ics. . A very 
curious and intereding account of the date of the republic at this period has been pub* 
liihed by a French count,* who was employed as a fpy by the Englifh court, and redded 
in France for a confiderable time. Upon his return to England his employers flighted him, 
and the dipulated reward of his dangerous and intelligent fervices was but partially paid, 
and at length wholly withdrawn. His account throughout difplays a comprehenfive under - 
ftanding, although the prejudices of the old noble and inveterate emigrant break through 
his narrative, upon many occafions ; the . corre&nefs of his general ftatemenr, how- 
ever, has been confirmed by fubfequent events, and it has been laid, that his accuracy 
and tru:h were among the caufes which rendered his fervices difagreeable to the Englilh 

f the date of France in May, 1794, he fays — s The power, the action, 
the right of fovereignty, are concentrated in the committee of public fafety* The thirty 
committees, • among whom are divided the labours of the convention, have no^fhare iu 
the attual executive government j they are ignorant of the meafures of the committees 
until they are executed ; but the greateft activity every where prevails in the execution ; 
laws are made, roads are condru&ed, and canals dug, all at the fame moment. The 
mod abundant refources are lavifhed, public fchools etfablifted, and the French language 
carried to the foot of the- Pyrennees and amidft the heaths of lower Britanny. One 
fitting frequently, produces fifty decrees, upon objetts the mod remote, orders fifty mil- 
lions to execute them, and every where erects fcaffolds againd thofe who might be elfe - 
difpofed to oppofe them. In finances the convention is richer than all Europe united, 
feven-ninths of the foil belongs to the republic ; and this continual pledge of paper credit 
is now become inexhaudible, by the rapidity with which property is exchanged, an^ 
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* The count de Montgaillard. 
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nationalize the whole foil of France, to regifter the territory like a public debt in a great 
book j and to refume the property of the clergy and nobles, purchafed as they aflert at 
a price below its value. About twenty millions fterling are depofited in gold and filver in 
the coffers of the national convention. The mint of Paris, to which was tranfported all 
the bullion of the fuppreiTed provincial mints, contains about three millions of pounds 
fterling in metal ; and daily additions are thrown in by depofits, cplle&ions, and penal- 
ties. The riches of the church produced near 1,350,000 pounds fterling, and chrough 
the whole extent of France there no longer remains a facred vafe of the precious metals., 
not even in the domeftic chapels, 

'The military committee directed by Carnot, LaFitte, d'Aniffi, and others, draw the 
projects of campaigns, and plans of attack, combine operations, and adapt their ta&ics 
to the fpirit of the revolution. From the memoirs, and from all the veftiges of the ex- 
ploits, the zeal, and intelligence of the great generals, minifters, and ftatefmen, who 
adorned the old government, thefe men have extracted the means of its annihilation— 
850,000 effe&ive men fight under the orders of the committee of public fafety, and this 
number may be augmented. After the harveft and fowing feafon have affured the future 
fubfiftence of their new foldiers, when they are no longer ufeful at home, we may fear 
that France in the end of the campaign will adopt forne alarming meafure, of war, 
generally offenfive.' The event difplayed the fagacity of the Englifh emiffary ; and he 
foretold with the fame intuitive fpirit, fa&s of a more intricate nature, 4 Even Robe- 
fpierre/ fays he, c may be brought to the block without occafioning any grand convulfion. 

The fpirit of the revolution would furvive fuch events/ Thefe were opinions too hoftile 
to the fond and blind defires of the Englifh miniftry, who, deluded by their ambition, as 
they had been in the wanton and oppreflive hoftility againft America, would iiften to no 

tounfels but fuch as were favourable to their wifties, and confijiered thofe as enemies who 
propofed truths that dete&ed their errors. 

In the midft of the ftruggles of faction, thofe who fecretly endeavoured to call back 
the French nation from its "diftra&ions, were conftantly, propofing fome benevolent or philo- 
sophical projeft; or offering fome tribute to exalted genius, which might tend to reftore the 

public mind to fober and moral thinking without endangering freedom. The afties of 
Defcartes had been removed to the pantheon in the laft year ; the remains of Roufleau, 
were now propofed to be honoured in the fame way ; a deputation accompanied by 
RoufTeau's widow made the requeft at the bar of the convention j the application was 
converted into a motion by Lequino, and decreed with unanimous applaufe. 
• Several other decrees were pafled about the fame time ; one obliged all aged non- 
juring clergymen to repair, to their refpe&ive departments, where houfes were prepared 
for their reception. Perfons concealing ecclefiaftics, fubjeft to banifhment, were made 
liable to the fame punifliment. State coaches and other cnfigns of royalty were abolifhed. 
Men of the firft requifilionor thofe abfent upon furlough were obliged to return to their 
corps, The laws of divorce were newly regulated, and thevyivesof emigrants forbidden 
to marry foreigners ; this law was intended to prevent a means of evafion that had been 
purfued, by contrafting pretended marriages with Swifs and others, and that way ob* 
taming a means of flight from the country. 

1 Several difcoveries were made about this time, of quantities of "affignats forged in Eng- 
land j a quantity had been found among -other, depofitS' at Qftend, amounting to the 
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nominal Value' of 2,270,010 Hvres; and paffportS had been iflfued by the public 
agents of the emperor to let them pafs free of the ufual duties on paper, through the 
emperor's dominions. Unlefs in the inftance of the forgeries committed by the Britiftv 
government during the American revolution, perhaps there does not exift in hiftory fo 
ihamelefs and immoral a violation of focial probity^—the following are copies of the 
paflports iffued on this occafion, " under God's holy prote£tion"~they fupercede all 
comment. 

t 

c The treafurer general, counfellor and clerk of domains and finances, of the empe- 
ror and king : — To the principal officers at Often d : 

c Very dear and faithful friends, M. Dufour having demanded permiffion to have for- 
warded to Liege a trunk containing affignats addreffed to him, and arrived at Oftend, we 
authorize you by this prefent to forward it accordingly free of all duties. You will do 
the fame with refpeft to any affignats which may be hereafter forwarded by "you to the- 
fame deftination. May God keep you under his holy protection, (figned) Bounifet.V 

c Council of finances, BrufTels, May twenty •fixth, 1794. 

(A true Copy) c Dolbannaud/' 

c Principal office of Oftend. Extradt from the regifter of paifports, June the third, 17 94.. 
c Pafs to Liege, by the way of Dormael, a trunk containing affignats, free from all 
duties, conformably to an order of council, bearing date May twenty-fixth* ult, and to 
the addrefs of Dufour. (figned) Libne. . 

c Oftend July the fourth, 1794. (A true Extract) € Dolbannaud^ 

Another fubje£t equally extraordinary was brought before the convention about this 
time. In relating the tranfa&ions of the tenth of Auguft 1792, the conftru&ion of an 
iron clofet containing the fecret papers of the king, was noticed, This fubjeft was 
now brought before the convention in confequence of a petition from the fmith who con- 
ftru&ed that repofitory, claiming affiftance. . A member ftated that Francois Gamaia. 
lpck-fmith of the cabinets and laboratory of the late king, and three years fince a mem- 
berof the commune of Verfailles, had declared that in the beginning of 1792 he received 
orders to come to Paris, and was direfted by the king to conftruft a fecret clofet in one 
of the walls of his apartment with an iron door, which was not finiflied until the end of 
May in that year, when employed in finiflihig it, the king himfelf brought a large bot- 
tle of wine, which he defired the fmith to 'drink, he being very warm. That on return- 
ing home in fome hours afterwards, he was feized with violent pains, which did not. 
ceafe till' he had taken an emetic. After which he contiuued ill for fourteen months^ and < 
was then after fuch a lapfe of time fo far from recovered that he was unable to attend 
his bufinefs. That the information from this citizen was the means of dilcovering. the 
proofs of confpiracy againfl: the late king and others his agents ; that , after twenty-fix^ 
years of fervice and the facrifices he had made the leaft that could begone was to al- 
low him fuitable means of fupport, being difabled by the effe&s of the poifon given 
him, from obtaining fubfiftence, — The convention, after hearing the ifafls alleged .by- 
Gtmain, and they being delivered in writing very minutely and at large, decreed 

saittee of aids and liquidations to report thereupon. 
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II. After their report that they mall be depofited among the archives of the convention; 

an eternal monument of the bafenefs and perfidy of Capet. 
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III. That they fliall iikewife be publifhed, in order to make known to the univerfe the 

wickednefs of the lad tyrant of the French, 

•The complaint of J Gemain exhibits a 'very awful fubjetfc of reflexion indeed, to the 
mind; charity, which extenuates the errors of thofe who have fallen, which would 
fain ; let the good which men do live after them, and the evil be buried with iheir bones/ 
turns with an averted and fufpicious eye from a relation fo dark and diabolical, and 
would fain diibelieveit ; the character of Louis had never been charged with a purpofe fo 
mean ; the lituation and health of the perfon who laid the charge could not be an ira« 
pofture; the circumftarices and period of his alleged ill-health could be minutely afcer- 
tained ; or the illnefs might have been accidental, or even the efteft of drinking an inno- 
cent beverage when over-heated. 

About the fame time the convention having referred to a committee, certain documents 
concerning abufes committed by the farmers general under the old governmert, deve- 
loped a fce-ne of long concealed iniquity that renders Rill more clear theneceility of th 
. revolution; they had been guilty of the groffell exactions, and in Tome cafes where they 
were authorifed to levy the heavy amount of four per cent, taxes j they had actually 
levied ten per cent. A great cbmour was raifed againft this meafure as an ex pojl fafio 
proceeding, and aliening that thofe robbers fhould be tried by the laws of the govern- 
ment under which the crimes were committed ; as if the a£ts was not immoral and 
criminal becaufe. committed under the monarchy; as if juftice was only a creature of 
convenience, and that the nation did not exift until the monarchy had ceafed. They were 
taken to the revolutionary tribunal on the 5th of May, and they expiated their crimes on 
the fcaffoid, as an example to villains of all nations, that the reign of corruption cannot 
be for ever, and that juftice will not admit of the generality of vice as an exemption from 
that punifhment which is clue to the fupporters of tyranny and grofs turpitude. 
• To enter on the detail of pei fons and characters who fell either the victims of juftice 
or of faction, would incumber the hiftory with a lift: of names whofe vices forbid notice, 
or whofe characters where no otherwife remarkable then by becoming often for their vir- 
tues the victims of the controlling tyrant- One victim, however, rendered iliuftrious by 
her misfortunes and her alliances, demands a particular regard. The filter of the late 
king. On the 10th of May, Fouquier'Tinville, the public accufer, made a formal de- 
mand, to the commune ox Paris, that Elizabeth Capet fhould be delivered up to the re- 
volutionary tribunal. On the fame day (lie was conveyed to the Concieigerie, and on 
the 1 2th went through the forms of a feries of interrogatories, which was called a trial. 

No witneffes were called, no papers produced criminating her. She neither impugned 
the exifting authorities, nor had (he been party in any plot. When queftioned concern- 
ing the confpiracy of 1789, fimply anfwered the had no knowledge of any. She ac- 
knowledged accompanying her brother to Varennes, but conceived it to be no crime. 
She was afked concerning her diamonds, and if ihe had not fent her jewels to the Emi- 
grant .princes ? She" acknowledged {he had placed them in the hands of Choifeul, but 
knew not what became of them. She was charged with having encouraged her nephew 
in the hopes of -fucceeding to the throne ; fhe replied, c; I have con verfed familiarly with 
that unfortunate child, who is dear to me on more than one account ; and I have given 
him all the cojifolations which appeared to me likely to reconcile him to the lofs of thofe 

yfoo had given him birth*" The two laft charges appear to be the only circumftances up* 
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on which a colour of criminality could be even prefumed. She was condemned without 

further interrogatory, her laft reply being decreed fufficient evidence of her having en- 
■couraged hopes in the fon of the late king to obtain the throne. She was carried to the 
'place of execution, and fuffered the laft of twenty-fix perfons. 
. Terror and mifery had now faddened every mind ; Paris the gay, the. brilliant, where 
every heart bounded with gaiety, and every eyefparkled with delight, was now the feat of 
gloomy horror and diftruft.. The citizens in general faw with ftupified terror thofe pro* 
ceflions of death that daily encumbered theftreets, and the feelings of fympathy and in- 
dignation were orily;repelledby that fatal impreflion, that fo often prevails under tyranny 

and in calamitous times, that every man's neighbour is an informer, and that filence and fub- 
iniffion are the only means of fecurity. Even in the bofom of his family no man dared 
to utter a complaint but in whifpers, left any one fliould hear the forbidden expoftulations 
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tdcles of hopror put an end to their exiftence. 
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!In the midft of thefefcenes fo baleful and repugnant to humanity, the arch-murderer 
and impoftor led the enchained nation to infuit the divinity by a folemn farce ; — that mon- 
fter-rrRobefpierre, who violated all precepts and all principles, knew how deep the impref- 
fions of religion fink into the heart ; no circumftance that could infure his influence with 
the ignorant million, was left unprattifed or uncultivated ; and as he had drowned the re- 
collection of fucceflive Sacrifices, by new profcriptions, by keeping public attention alarm* 
ed. or: awakened by fome new pbjeft, he now meditated to drown his murders in a folemn 



mockery, of heaven. 



May 



.fliip,' with, a; view to dedicate the decades of the new calender to religious duties. After 
an inflated declamation too contemptible for particular notice, he propofed a decree of 
eleven articles, which was adopted :— The firft of thefe decrees that the French nation 
acknowledges , a fupreme being and the immortality of the foul. 2. That the worfhip 
worthy of God confifts in ferving our fellow creatures. 3. It ranks among his duties the 
deteftation of treachery, and tyranny, puniftiment of traitors, fuccouring the wretched, 
defending' the ;opprefled, refpe&ing the weak, the avoiding of injuftice, and* performing 
all poifible. good. By the fifth, the feftivals were to be named either after the glorious 
events of the revolution, or thofe virtues deareft and moft beneficial to man. By the 
eighth freedom of religious worfhip iseftabliftied. By the eleventh a feftivai is appointed 
to be celebrated on the eighth of June, in honour of the fupreme being. 
. The day arrives— -And David,, that painter, whofe pencil rivalled the firft . matters 
of Italy, was to be the mean marftalof this mockery ; — at this fpot by David's command, 
the mother's are to embrace their daughters — at that, the fathers are to clafp their fons 

here, the old are to blefs the young, and there, the young are to kneel to th^ old 
upon this boulevard the people are to fing — upon that, they muft dance — at noon they 
muft liften in filence, and at fun-fet they muft rend the air with acclamations, ; 

Ah ! - what was then become of thofe civic feftivals which hailed the firft glories of the 
revolution! What was become, of that fublinie federation of an aflembled nation which 
had nobly fhaken off its ignominious betters, and exulted in its new-born freedom ! What 
was become of thofe moments when no emotions were pre-ordained, no feelings meafured 
out' tin .arrlamsitinnQ fWrppH * hut when everv bofom beat hieh with admiration* when 
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every heart throbbed with enthufiaftic tranfport, when every eye melted into tears, and 
the vault of heaven refounded the burffs of unpremeditated applaufe! 

But let us not even now defpair of the caufe of liberty. Let us not abandon the fair 
and noble region filled with obje&s which excite the thrill of tendernefs or the glow of 
admiration, becaufe along the path which France has chofen ferpents have lurked beneath 
the buds of rofes, and beafts of prey haveiflued from the lofty woods ; let lis difcover^ 
if we can, a lefs tremendous road, but let us not renounce the land of promife. i > 

The citizens of Paris had been invited, and the invitation amounted to a command, to 
decorate their houfes in honour of the feftival. Accordingly Paris on that morning, 
lighted up by brilliant fuhfhine, prefented the molt gay and charming fpe&acle imaginable* 
Woods had been robbed of their fhade, and gardens to the extent of fome leagues rifled 
of their fweets, in order to adorn the city. The walls of every houfe were covered with 
luxuriant wreaths of oak and laurel, blended with flowers; civic crowns were inter- 
woven with national ribbands ; three-coloured flags waved over every portal;, and the 
whole was arranged with that light and airy grace which belongs to Parifian fancy.- 'The 
women wore garlands of frefli blown rofes in their hair, and held branches of palm or 
laurel in their hands-^-the men placed oaken boughs in their hats, and children ftrewed 
the way with violets and myrtle. The reprefentatives of the people had large three- 
coloured plumes in their hats, national fcarfs thrown acrofs their fhoulderfcy and nofe- 
gays of blended wheat-ears, ar>d flowers in their hands, as fymbols of their miflion. ; 

From this profufton of gay obje&s, which in happier moments would have excited 

delightful fenfations, the . drooping foul now turned diftafteful. The fcent of carnage 

feemed mingled with thefe layifh fweets j the glowing feftobns appeared tinged with blood, 

and in the back ground of this feftive fcenery the gullotine arofe before the difturbed 
imagination, 

A great amphitheatre was raifed in the garden of the Thuilleries immediately before 

the palace, now the feat of the convention. Upon a tribune in the centre of the theatre, 
Robefpierre as prefident of the convention appeared; and having for a i few hours difc 
encumbered the fcjuare of the revolution of the gullotine, this high-prieft of ' Moloch^ 
within view of that very fpot where his daily faerifice of human vi&ims was offered up, 
covered with their blood, invoked the Parent of univerfal nature, talked of the charms 
of virtue, and breathed the hope of immortality ! When the foul fiend had finifhed thio 
impious mockery, he defcended from the tribune, and walked with great folemnity to- 
wards a grotefque kind of monument that was raifed upon the bafon hi the front of the 
palace, which had been covered over for that purpofe.; On this monument was placed 
a. mifhapen and hideous figure, with afs's ears^ which for fome hours ferved as an 

enigma to the gazing crowd, who knew not how to account for this firiguhr appearance ; 
till Robefpierre having fet fire to this image of deformity, which was declared to be 
ihe fymbol of atheifm, its cumbrous drapery fuddenly ; vani(hed^ and a fair and majeftic 
form was. difcovered, emblematical of wifdoni and phildfophy^ ■> : ; 

■ Atheifm being thus happily deftroyed, the convention, attended by a numerous pro- 
celiion of people, and preceded by triumphal cars 1 and banners, marched ' to the Champ 
de Mass, where with much toil and eoft a rocky mountain had been reared, uppnwhofe 
lofty fumrnit the tyrant and his attendants climbed, and from whence he once more 

harangued the people $ and the feftival clofed, with hymns and choral fon^s in honor of the 

fupreme being* - - 
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' -Robefpierre «ti "this '-day, : intoxicated ^ith his power,' lolfc fight of his ufual pnidence 5 * 
arid difplayed all the • littlehefs of W^anity : i*' iHb caiifed a r, lme r ;bf feparatibn to be matte J 
bet ween hi mfelf and the other deputies' of the convention, and marched at fome .di ftan.ee 1 
before them, . like a captain at the head j of j his band; He had L the folly to difplay his im- 
portance by keeping the convention; anid tRe; a0jbhibled multitude waiting, and the cere-, 
moriy fuTpended for two hours, while r! he was fought for in vain. During the proceffion 
his creatures' attempted to raife the cry of "^Vive Robefpier re !° but it was faintly re- 
echoed *by the fpeftators; many of whdrri followed 1 himrwfth curfes, not.' loud but deep, 
which thepoqf -heart 'would fain deny / :: 1 \ "' l - - : ; 

* Two days after khis feftivalin honour of ! the 'fupterne- being, R6be?plerre, the' : 'fcdurg<e J 
of his creatures, compelled the enflaved convention to pafs .a law, which permitted tfie* : 
revolutionary ; jury to- condemn thofe wh6 were bought before them, frbrti/ their bwn 
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who Aiadethe 3 rep6rt in the iianie of the cbmrhittee of public f4fety> alT^rted c<?rtfpiratbrs 
by.no n\ean s defer ved. In other words; the '"' jury ,w.ere \no W iii tnbrifed' : tip* ipzfi b f&tfe^g ' 
withoureven'th^^ Froiri this period : tb :j the J Mt !bf * : R'bb^pierfHi : aft ' the 

judicial folemnities. of the revolutionary tribunal cdnfifted in* heading over. the names of 
the accufedV \vhd : werb ! 'immediately after declared by the jury to be'guilty of a eon- 
fpiracy againft the fafety of the ^ French pebple, and the indivmianty-d^ 4 &e'Fr<m&: 

• If any of the unhappy perfons thus prpfcribed -attempted .to fpeak in; their deferic^,; 
they were thus filenced by the prefident : . It is not your'turn to fpeak/?. J and iftheiy 
perfiftedin declaring' their innocence, they were put what was called u . hors de debats ; 
that' is, ordered immediately 1 out of the'eourt, condemned in their abferice, and fent to 
execution. " I was .not in prifon when this conspiracy- took placed cried madame 

de Noailles, madariie Lafayette's fiftfer. " But yo ; u would Have been in the : confpir^cy';ir 

you had been there/? anfwered the prefident ; and this unfortunate' lady, the mother of 

three 5 children, perifhed with her own nibthefafad grandmother. Madame T r 
being, in another prifori was, in the hurry of forming the lifts of death, forgotten When her 

family fuffered — : and ftill lived to undergo new forrows. From this-p6riod the prifqnf tte- l 
camefcenes of unaccountable horror and ddpair. Till now, the crowds J L! 1 ^ ' 
were inhabited had fubmitted to thdr fate with that bhttf fat Vefi<rriati$L ' 
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that carelefs gaiety which is buoyant ata, Frenchman's heart. in circiimftaiices-thkt .tfduld 

altogether overwhelm this finking fpirits ; df the pebple of other countries., ? • \ \~- 






v Burihg the long interval which paifed between prefentirig the 1 

the Teftival, fome events took place which it' is neceffary to note^ ; On the morhihg of* 

the twenty-fifth of May;' an attempt was'made to affaffinate. Cbllot d^Herbois, a member .- 
qf the committee of public fafety, as he wks walking fhe;.iireety. '''^e.-^^iff^m^ 1 
was Ameraj, who, after difchargiijg a piftoj at C6Ildt, ' itii ijnediaf e|y ^ettariied td f iiis Ibidg- 
ings, which he for.tified in the beft manner he was able. J Cdll'ot : yeqiie ; fted . GedM with . 




attempt to enter his apartments. Collot, however, ' endeavoured w to 'break open* the 

door, but GoefFroi, prevented him, exclaiming " I demand you in the name of the peo. 



pie to remain here. I will put this. , yillain under the. axe of the ; Iaw Vor perifh in the 

attempt— To exterminate lush men is to prafitife : juftice ^nd, virtue." > He immediately. 

broke open the, door rufhecL upon, Ameral, difarnxed and iecured him,, not however 
before Goeffroi was- wounded by the difcharge^f.^he.aflaffin's piftol, 

Upon inftituting; an enquiry into the fi citation and. profeffion . of Ameral, it was found 
he liacf belonged to the guards, and was difmifled on the threatened invafion of . Brunfvyick, 
He acknowledged on his i trial that the. meant. to aflaffinate Robefpierre and Collot. That 
lie. had become weary of exiftence, .and refplye.d to repdei; his country a feryipe.jbj t the 
aft. " "He gloried in the attempt and la^ent?d thatjit bad not been, fuccefsfuL H4 f a^3r,ted; 
that no- pgrfpn. was .connected with him-, , and r had even .procured arms -by the falepf his 
effects. 
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i. On the fame day at nine o'clock in the evening, a young female,-. about, jtjweqty. years of 
age, knocked at. the door, of Robefpierre's lodging, and defired to fpeak to;him ; < bepig in- 
fo^m^^hat .he "was not .^t home, fhefaidr-r^ It.is very aftonifliing that, as he is a;public 
f pnctionary, "be is- not at ; home, Ppffeffing. fuch^a fituatbn as he does, he ought . to be 
aliyays ready, to i fee thofe who have bufinefs with • 

] Her rqpcje; of ^xpreffion excited fufpipion,; fhe wa§ (lopped , and carried before the 
commfttee , 'or public fafety." On tKefVay thither, fhe exclaimed fiC that during the old 
government, the king was acceffible at all times, and that (he would fpili every drop of 
her' bjood .to reftore the ancient government." Being tf introduced to the committee fte 
faid her name was' Aim ee Cecile Regnault/ twenty years old, the daughter of a ftationer 

in.the 
fhe re 



legion of .La Cite. . Being queftipned on .her, trial what fhe wanted of »Robefpierre, 
wiipd thatV^ what . kind of a being a tyrant was," Two 

knives, were found upon her. She iuflered death with Ameral and fixty-nine others, 
brought from different parts of the republic upon counter-revolutionary accufations. 
\ This* .attempt on Robefpierre's life had raifed his popularity to the higheii \ and in the 
convention he took occafion, to difcant upon it in a ftyie fo hypocritical as to render the 

Gompanfoii betweeri- him .and Cromwell even more .than; ufually complete. He. returned 
. thanks-to Cod that he and his party haci ferved M their country: fo ; well as to be deemed 
worthy - of .the "poniards of tyrants. It \yas a fpeclacle, he faid y worthy of heaven and 
ea|r||i^]^- v ^eh.ol^ tfie reprefeTitatives of the French people, ftationed on the almofl inex- 
hauftibie Vplw placing. w^tH one hand at the feet of .the great eternal 



the- homage of a ^ighty people,., and with the,other launching the thunder-bolts againft 

tfe tyrants of the ^rih.. 

* It is^impoflible to .rejfleft without emo. of difguft, on the .crimes of . this, monfter 
and his continual ^profeilions'of devotion to the great eternal. In every -age, in- every 
nation, religion has .been the uniform mafk of tyrants and knaves. Religion ! Venerable 
fqurce\pf fecret joy, emanation of affection and gratitude,, fweet reconciler of man to 
his ! being, ftroing bond that unites the individual with the caufe of his exiftence ! Wifdom ? s 

foiemii J'aiid ineffable tie, ^ which. ; difdains alike the trammels of ceremony and the proud 
bbafts'of 'oftehtadoh ! Which builds her loved abodes in the modeft recefles of, the heart ! 



Who Ihuns the haunts of worldly cunning that fo often affumes. her name ! Benignant fym- 
* " " that turns with forro wing eye and iron tears from the abufes, the hypocrify, 

the crimes, which are perpetrated under the facred fhadow/pf thy name! 
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military fchool — the decree was paffed in the following 



I. There fhall be fent to Paris;, from eabh diftritt of the Republic, fix young Citizens, 



lican foldier. 
II. The 



knowledge and habits of a Repub- 

delav. of fix Dut>ils from the 



children of the Sans-Cuhttes. One half of thefe pupils fhall be taken from citizens of 
fmall income in the country, the other from the towns; a preference being given to 
wounded volunteers, and to thofe ferving in the armies of the Republic. 

III. The National Agents fhall choofe the belt formed, the tao'ft robuft, intelligent, 
and thofe who have given the beft proofs of civifm and good conduct. 

IV. The Eleves of the fchool fhall come to Paris on foot, and unarmed : they fhall 
travel as the Defenders of the Republic, and fhall receive a ftate of the route- One fhall 
have the care of the reft, and fhall be refponfible for their conduft. 

V. The National Agents of the diftri&s fhall beauthorifed to give them the n'eceffe- 
rv ftate of the route to Paris. They fliall take fuch meafures that the Eleves of their 
vicinity fhall march ten days after the receipt of the prefent decree by the Bulletin; 



VI. 
VII. 

VIII. 
Eleves . 



Military School after the 20th Meffid 



fhall iurnifh twenty-Four 

be fubmitted for the ap- 



n of the Committee of Public 

IX. The Eleves of the Military S 
pence of the Republic. 



and fed, at the ek- 



X They fliall be exercifed in the ufe of Arms, the manoeuvres of InfahtrV, C 



and Artillery. 



War andFortincatidn. They 
fraternity, difcipline, frugality, good manners, loVe of their country, 



.and a hatred of Kings. 

XI. They fhall remain in tents as long as the feafon will permit. 

XII. The Military School is to be under the immediate infpe£tidn and management 01 

•the Committee of Public Welfare. 

XIIL The infertion of the prefent decree in the Bulletin fhall be considered as its pub- 
lication. . . . , .. 

On the 30th of May, Barrere making ufe of foine recent difcoveries of the machmiii 

tions of the Englifh government, and of the meafures and declarations of the mihiftefc 
andfome members of the Englifh parliament conne&ed with them, introduced the coti- 
du& of England to the notice of the convention in a long arid minute ftatemerit of the 

4 ' which had been praclifed againft the liberties of France ; he tpio- 

hv Wd Auckland to the Dutch erovernment prior to the Cdtii- 



addreffed 



fhewed 



ed 



alliance with Auckland's letter ; he quoted a fpeech of that lord delive 
Houfe of Peers on the occafion of a meflage delivered by the Eriglifli king on the 28th oi 

April concerning the enormous fubfidy lately granted to Pruflta j whereia that lofH faM 
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:c that he had always thought this war fhould he waged ufque ad ittierrtedonem" — that 

lord Mansfield, Mr. Windham, and earl Fitzwilliam, as well as Mr. Burke, had repeated- 
ly declared in the fame terms, that the war was and ought to be againft France an infidi* 
ous exterminating war; that Burke had declared on the 17th of April in public debate, 
that if one individual of thofe traitors and affaflins which England has armed and equip* 
ped under Moira, to throw them on the fhores of the republic to fpread defolation on the 
country that gave them birth, — he declared that if one of thefe fhould be executed as trai- 
tors, that England fhould retaliate on the republican prifoners fhe fhould take fighting in 
defence of their country and its liberties ; he noticed the defence of the treaty of Pilnit* 
delivered in the Englifli Houfe of Commons by Mr. Jenkinfonon the 6th of March, and 
the declaration .of Earl Mansfield in the Houfe of Peers on the fame day that Auckland 
had declared the war to be an infidious and exterminating war ; and that Mansfield had 
fupported the do&rme j that Pitt and his co-adjutors Grenvilie and Dundas had maintain- 
ed the fame fame dodtrines ; and that the inftru&ions to ftarve France, manifefted in the 
treaties of England with Ruffia, Pruffia, Spain, and other powers ; difplayecl that this fyf. 
tem of exterminating France, and blotting her from the map of Europe, was a regular 
deeply digefted,- and uniform fy ft em ; that the atrocity of the defign was only the more 
odious, fince the imbecility that dictated it mud bring down a retaliation of fyftem on 
itfelf ; difgraced at Toulon and Dunkirk, they meditated new corruption ; that the Eng- 
lifli ministers were at that moment employed in the moll diabolical efforts, open and fecret 
againft France, that the latter fhould in due time be difclofed, but that it was neceffary to 
keep the knowledge which the committee poffeffed fecret, in order to render the efforts of 
the enemy more completely deftru&ive to themfelves ; he proceeded with great anima- 
tion in an appeal to the paffions — England he faid was capable of outraging humanity 
in every fhape, of every crime towards the republic and towards all nations whom fhe could 
not cajole or corrupt and render fubfervient to her avarice and ambition — fhe artacks the 
rights of nations with the fame audacity that fhe had enflaved her own people and at- 
tempted to enflave Europe ; fhe dreads the eftablifhment of liberty in France as fatal to 
her ufurpations, and fhe wifhes to annihilate it ; (he vvifhes to make the defpocs of Europe 
her allies, in order that the corruption of her government may be guaranteed — How long 
will the republic fuffer to continue on her frontier the flaves of the ideot George — the 
foldiers of themoft frupid and atrocious of tyrants? He who was difappointed in Ame- 
rica wifhes to renew his hopes on that country by the deftruction of the power nowrepub? 
licanifed which tore from his talons the republic of the new world. He who formed the 
Congrefsof Pilnitz, and bribed and feduced, degraded and then betrayed, both his own 
promifes and the objects of his defigns ; he who maffacred the republicans in the neutral 
ports of Genoa ; he who corrupted the cities and endeavoured to deftroy the national re- 
presentatives — he who expended millions to create a league of all Europe, to ftarve the 
French people for the crime of feeking their liberties — he who purchafed treafons in every 
direction, and difieminates forged papers in France for which he daily figns death warrants 
againft his own impoverilhed and corrupted fubjefts ! What is the mode of proceeding 
fuitable to the atrocities of fuch a monfter and fuch a government ? Are the forms of 
civilized war to be obferved towards tygers and bears I Are mifcreants who contemn all 
moral and civil obligations, and put men fighting for their freedom out of the pale of civil- 
ization, are they to be treated as civilized men ? Are the republicans of France to indure, 
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an infidious exterminating war, and not retaliate? No! forbid It juftice,; a 
events of battle fliall put in your power either Englifh or Hanoverians, bring to your me- 1 
mory, foldiefs of liberty, all thofe a&s perpetrated againft you — recollect all the wrongs 
and hatreds you unmeritedly fuffer — the vaft tradts of country laid wafle by the hired 
flaves of England, Carry your eyes to La Vendee, Lyons, Toulon, Landrc 

nique, and St. Domingo, places (till reeking with the blood which the atrocious policy of 
England has fhed. Do not truft to their artful language, that affe&ed bluntnefs which 
hides a dark, felfifh, and tyrannical foul — a language worthy of their perfidious charac- 
ter and machiavelian government. Thofe who boaft that they abhor the tyranny of 
George, fay can they fight for him ? No ! — no, republican foldiers : — you ought therefore 
when vittory (hall put into your power either Englifhmen or 'Hanoverians, to ftrike ; not 
one of them ought to return to the traitorous territory of England, or be brought into 
France. Let the Britiih flaves perifh, and Europe be free." 

This meafure the -effect of repeated aggravation, produced an enthufiafm that raifed 
the French armies to the utmoft pitch of hatred and (truck a terror fo fatal into the. 
hearts of the enemy, that in almoft every fucceeding a&ion, the Britifh and Hanoverian 
troops could fcarcely be brought to rally if their ranks were once broken. A decree 
was paffed in a few days after upon the fpirit of this propofition of Barrere, that if 



Quefnoy 

hours after being fummoned, they fhould not be fpared % thofe garrifons furrendered 
without making that refiftance which under other circumftances they might.. 

Robefpierre whofe power had been daily elevating to the higheft and mofl unlimited 
extent, did not perceive, that beneath his feet the very means by which he had poflfeffed 

himfelf of it, were alfo, working a mine that was to annihilate him by a fudden and 
momentary explofion. What hath been obferved by naturalifts of the encreafed fero- 
city of thofe animals, which have once tailed of human blood, may be applied to the 
chief of favageSj man, when he has once difcarded humanity and become intoxicated 
with power- The prifons of Paris were ftill crowded with vi&ims from all parts of the 
country, in confequence of that decree which rendered all prifoners of a certain clafs to 
be tried by the revolutionary tribunal only. At one period they amounted to between 
fcven and eight thoufand. No precife return has been publifhed of the trials ; the news- 
papers French and Englifh have been the fources of many errors on this Tubjeft, arid 
have, configned to death many viftims who never exifted.* A few names'* however, 
diftinguilhed hy their celebrity deferve notice, Lamoignon MaleflierbeSj the generous 
defender of Louis, was one of thofe, his principles need no better teft than his connection 
with the great Turgot, with whom he entered into adminiftration, and in whofe difmiflion 
he had been joined under the miftaken and capricious rule of that unfortunate -king.' 
His virtues were an affliction to the heart of Robefpierre, and he perifhed. The eccen- 
tric baron Trenck, he whofe life had been- an uninterrupted courfe of fuffering from the 
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* The Englifh newfpapers dwelt with lengthened horrors on the execution of the widow of : the 
Bailie Sttffrkn^ whofe naval ferivces has reflected fo much credit on France. The ignorance.of the 
author of this execution defeated his. malignity, by giving in the tide of Bailie, which is ; a fuperior 
honorary difliinSlion of the order of .Knights of Malta, an evidence of the faifehpod ; becaufe the Knights 
of that order by their vows are bound to celibacy, and Suffrein cpnfequently could have no wife or 

widow, . - 
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ingenious cruelty of defpotifm, was doomed at length to fall by a tyranny more dreadful, 

even when, he had confoled himfelf with the refle&ion of obtaining the goal of freedom. 
The princgfs Lunibomirlka, a Ruffian Jady whofe devotion to liberty had led her from the 
t>anks of the Viftula to participate in the brilliant carreer of the revolution, was alfo 
profcribed by the tyrant, the celebrated Kofciufko had humanely interpofed his venerable 
•voice to atteft her virtues and her devotion to freedom, but with that black fpecies of 
ambition, which, like pope Sixtus the Fifth and the Englifh. Elizabeth, could revel with 
the intoxication of delight upon the murder of female beauty and innocence united in a 
princefs, fhe was marked down for death by the fanguinary tyrant. Among the pro- 
fcribed whom the better genuis of liberty preferved, was Thomas Paine, whofe luminous 

writings fo much contributed to the eftablifhment of union and independence on the 

Jhores of America; by a Angular, but yet unaccounted for, perverfion of all reafoning, the 
tyrant had marked him down for execution, as neceffary to the " common good of 
America and France;" a critical fever had feized him, and as if the monfter could not 
<enjoy his murders unlefs the vi&im were fufceptible of the painful circumftances of his ftate, 
his execution was fufpended until he fhould be reftored to health. Meanwhile the tyrant's 
fate was decided. But ere that aufpicious event, the prifoners fuffered all the miferies 
cf want and apprehenfion. Imprifonment became more drift, they were prohibited from 
receiving provifions by their families or from taverns, but compelled to eat out of one 
difh and at one table ; they were reftri&ed to a fcanty meal in twenty-four hours, and the 
expence of each prifoner was to be fifty fous a day. 

Men in power rarely difcern the foundations upon which it reds. The alarm created 
by the denunciations of Brunfwick, the artifices of England, and the treachery of men 
purchafed by her gold ; had led the people of France to fubmit patiently to any evils lefs 
. grevious, than fubjection by their wanton and inveterate enemies, or the fwords of 
.foreign mercenaries. While their country was menaced, the fufferings of individuals were 
only confidered as leifer calamities. But in proportion as the arms of the republic be- 
came triumphant, as plots were defeated, and the enemy chafed from the frontiers of 
the republic ; apprehenfion of external danger were removed, and people began to feet 
.and think of their fituation at home. The figh long fmothered was lengthened into a 
murmur, and the moans of mifery excited a keen but dumb fympathy. The recollec- 
tion of the many virtuous men who had paflcd acrofs the ftage to the bourne of death, 
made the heart of the generous and the tender throb with revolt ; and the death of 
Danton and Camille, thofe men whofe great minds and firm patriotifm had compreffed 
the revolution into the compafs of a few fliort years, daily prefented to the refle&ionan 
excefs of tyranny, which was too dangerous for all to be tolerable for any. 

The fate of Danton had excited a degree or horror in the members of the convention 
. with a very few exceptions- His death was vifibly a facrifice to the jealoufy of ambition, 
and thofe who before dreaded the ambition of Danton, faw when too late how much 

more grevious was that tyranny under which they had fallen. The members of the 
committees were each ^anticipating a fimilar fate, and fatisfied, that to be fuccefsful the 
country muft be relieved from the bondage in which the minds of thofe were enthralled 
who held the pofts of truft and a&ion ; with Robefpierre and thofe devoted to him, there 
could be no confidence, becaufe fidelity to be permanent muft be reciprocal. 

Barrere whofe verfatile capacity forefaw intuitively every danger from the collifion of 
party and every advantage that the revolution could obtain from improving the current 
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of popular fear., paffion, p\ refentme^lj, 1 appears to have been the author of a confpiracy 
€xa£tly correfponding with that : of Dantpn. :; profiting by the fall of Dan ton, and poffef- 
firig an addyefs more flexible and infinuating, more perfuafive, and left fevere ; he had 
contrived to obtain an exatt knowrled'ge.pf the temper and thoughts of. the two commit- 
tees, individually:, and found that the r greater number were Ukehimfelf, infpired with 
abhorrence of the ftate of fubje&ibn in which they were held. Among men focircum- 
ftanced, thedifclofure of fenti meats is the bond of attachment* and a plan was agreed 
upon, .which, was to .guide > ( the mea lures of the confpirators. The temper of the public 

mind wasinot yet .entirely awakened to the identity of the public misfortunes, they favr 
not fufficiently clear that in Robefpierre was concentred the very origin and vital princi- 
pled the pervading calamities \ . they refolded to. order public meafures lo that thefource 

fliould be feen, and it. was left to the courfe of events to unfold him to the public eye in 
fuch a form as would afford them a fit opportunity to roufe the public indignation, and by 
falling upon bimatonce extricate the country and themfelves from their affiidtions .; befides 
the members o\ the committees, conI5fting chiefly of Billaud, Barrere, Carnot, and Lindet 
others were united, in fimilar vie»ws feveral of theearneft friends of all the parties that had 
been profcribed ; Tallien, f Legend re, > Bourdon of the Oife, Ereron, and many of thole of 
the Gironde who had .remained jn a ftate .of negative exigence fince the fail of their 
friends. 

A report was prefented on the feventh.of June from the committee of .finance, upon 
the fubjeft of an extraordinary contribution.; Gambon was at the head of that committee, 
-and from him the great meafures of .finance that had fupplied the vaft wants of the revo- 
lution ufually ifiuecl. ■> 

Robefpierre (poke of this.man's plans with comtempt ; he called them little, fraudulent, 

and mean; the members of the committee heard him with filent indignation ; all but 
Cambon^ -who lifted up his voice and had the courage rfirft to break through that reftraint 
which had foilong chained the minds of the .convention in fervile obedience to whatever 
meafure the tyrant fignitied an attachment.; he had been entrufted with the purpofes -of 
the confpirators, but his wounded pride as an author, his official vanity as a financier, 

could not fuifer. him to reftrain himfelf at a moment when ail others thought the time 
not yet .ripe for his undoing; he .upbraided him with bitternefs and with anger, Robe- 
fpierre, whofe name was fynonimous with terror, was aftonifhed, and even condefcended 
to aflure Cambon, that his reflections were only of a general nature, and not inten- 
ded to infult or injure him* It was .now vifible to all that the period- approached when 
they fhould ftrike. 

On the ninth of June, the convention had been, in tbe recently ufual fiknt way, led to 
pafs a decree which invefted the. -committees with a power of conveying before the revo- 
lutionary tribunal all perfons who Ihould be deemed to have incurred, the penalties of ihe 
national jtiftice. On the next day Bourdon of the Oife took upon him to cenfure that 
decree, in the molt .pointed terms. " Does .this right," faidhe., " .extend to the mem- 
bers of the convention ? Can they order the national reprefentatives alio before that tribu^ 
nal r" He was anfwered only by murmurs* ; " 1 love thofe confolatory murmurs," ex- 
claimed he, with a warmth of enthufiafm that : !made the hall refound — " I love thofe 

confolatory murmurs, by which I am' fatisfied that liberty can never perifli I I love 

w thofe, murmurs, becaufe they declare to me that you did not mean to confer on the 
. . Yol. IV, . 5 M 
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committees a power with which they ought not id be eritrufled, and which they fliould 
not accept, if you were fo bafe. rriove that you formally pronounce, that the com- 
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mittees ftiall ftill preferve the falutary ' fight of • apprehending, whenever t^e fafety of 
the republic fhall require it, the reprefentatives of the people ; but, that' they fhall not 
46 be authorifed to bring them before the revolutionary tribunal without a previous decree 
" of this affembly." 

. A divifion on this queftion was called for. A memberobferved that fuch an i'dea could 
not poflibly have been conceived, as that of giving fuch a power td the committee. " But," 
added he, " as the decree in queftion abrogates ail prefcecling laivs,* I demand' that the 
propofition of Bourdon be adopted 
- Merlin of Douay propbfed to decree that the national reprefentati'on had an exclufive 

right to pafs decrees againft its own members, and to haVte them tried' before the criminal 

tribunals. This he thought an unalienable rights It was decreed. 

On the- eleventh of June, Couthoa made a further report oil the organization of the 
revolutionary tribunal ;- Bourdon and Lecointre moved an adjournment.; Robefpierre 
oppofed.it— ? 4 I obferve/' faid he, " that the period when liberty triumphs moft, is that 
In which the enemies 1 of- the people are moft adtive to deprive us of the fruits of our la- 
bours- : We confent to die, but we wifh the country and the convention to be faved." 
On the twelfth Couthon attempted once more to revive the fubjeft of the former difcuf- 
fion, and wifhed to exonerate the committee from the charge of ambition and wifhing to 
accumulate exorbitant powers he named Bourdon as' a perfon wifhing to diftraft the con- 
vention j' and faid the refol : ution paffed concerning the Committees' power was equally in- 
jurious to them and the convention- 

, Bourdon faid he would not permit fuch infinuations of bad intentions to pafs unrepelled. 

He argued at large to (hew it was di&ated by the pureft intentions, and to produce the 
beft effe&s. Robefpierre thereupon rofe and in a very long fpeech attacked Bourdon ; 
he faid, that after the overthrow of BrifTot, other confpiracies had been fecretly formed, 
elfe why thofe attempts to- divide the committees from- the mountain ? The mountain 
the convention, and the committees are the fame, [loud plaudits.] Behold then a pro- 
ved of intrigue in this diftinttion ; therefore there are intriguers" — " Name them !" 



1* 



Exclaimed Bourdon* "I will not name any perfon, for the intriguers difcover them- 
iHves [applaufe,! one fa& will tend to prove there are people who wifh to divide us. 
Two couriers belonging to the committee were yefterday in the ftreets addreffed in thefe 
words, " what do you'do there ? You are two of the twenty thoufand fpies of the coni- 
c< mittee" f He concluded with a hope that the convention would reftore its confidence to 
the committees. 

Tallien obferved refpefting the couriers, that five perfons came up to him and two of 
his colleagues, and forced themfelves into their company with a view to join in their con- 
verfation, while walking the terrace ; but not a word paffed concerning fpies. Robe- 
fpierre afferted that three hundred perfons witneffed it, and thatitvwas odious to addfalf- 



hood to crimes. ' 



The. convention did: not appear to receive the- declamations of Robefpierre with their 
ufual promptitude; the effort he now made was vifibly intended to enable him to grafp 

at the lives of thofe he feared. - ' 

This' fudden check- to the authority of Robefpierre was Severely felt; and whether 
diftruftful of his affociates or meditating fbme further plan of proscription and* malfacre. 
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he abfented himfelf for four decades (forty days) from the committees, under pretence 

of indifpifition ; neverthelefs during this period he directed the whole adminiftration of the in- 
terior police' which he had retained exclufively to himfelf, unlefs occafionally he entrufted 
fome meafures to be executed by Couthon or St. Juft, who were indefatigable in his 
fervice, and difplayed an attachment to him to the laft worthy of a better caufe. 

During the period of his abfence, however, no vifible change took place in the order 
of affairs ; Robefpierre received his daily lifts of the prifoners, and he marked on the 
margin, as cuftomary, a crofs oppofite the names of thofe who were to be tried, which 
was fynonimous with executed. 

During the remainder of the month of June, a variety of important decrees were 

patted ; literary inftitutions were eftabliftied, and other highly laudable and ufeful plans 
adopted. Reports of vittories were daily brought in, and difplayed by the florid and inex- 



hauftible eloquence of Barrere- 



J 



the committee of public fafety on the means of preventing mendicity ; by which beggars 
were directed to be removed from the bridges and other highways ; they wsre to be 
decfently clothed, temporary relief afforded till houfes could be provided, and afterwards 
each was to be employed in fuch labour as their refpe&ive ages and infirmities would 
enable them to perform. By another decree provision was made for the fubfiftence of 



the indigent blind- 



adopted 



July 



fignats, with which England in particular contrived to inundate thejrepublic, and in which 
as was before noticed, the combined powers all concurred. From fuch a difgracefiri mode 
of war, honefty fhrinks ; if the private forger is a felon, as Barrere obferved, what appel- 
lation (hall be given to the crowned felon who commits the deed himfelf, and with the fame 
hand figns the death warrant of the indigent criminal. If fuch a meafure could effeft the 
gbvernmentof a country hoftile to the happinefs of mankind, as the French was alledged to 
be, fome excufe might be found perhaps in that pretended but abfurd code called the " laws 
of war but unfortunately it is the humble and innocent individual upon whom it preys ; 
it is the honed and unfufpefting labourer that fuffers, who finds himfelf and his family de- 
frauded by royal (harpers, of that pittance which he had earned with the fweat of his 
brow — it is a fraud upon thz widow and the orphan ! and yet who have been diftinguifhed 
for committing it — the fupporters and afiertors of the religion of Chrift ! By a report 
of St. Juft it appeared that notwithftanding the millions that had been fecretly fent into 
France, not more than to the nominal value of one hundred and thirty thoufand livres 
had been impofed on the national treafury, (about fix thoufand pounds fterling). 

On the joint report of the committees of fafety and war, the convention adopted a 

mode of diftributing military preferments. In every corps, one third of the ports, from 
the rank of fub-lieutenant to that of chief of battalion or fquadron were devoted to the 
recompenfe of fuch of the defenders of their country as diftinguifhed themfelves by 
heroical exploits. The remaining two thirds to be beftowed by feniority or eleftion. 

Thus the firft poft vacant in the corps was to be filled up in the order of feniority, the 
fecond by election, and in the third cafe the vacancy was to be fupplied by order of* 
the convention by fome perfon who had diftinguifhed himfelf in a&ion. A lift of all 

the latter clafs was to be made out every decade and diftributed throughout the armies. 
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vThe wifdom of fuch a plan is in itfdf evident, from its equity, and the effe£ which it 
muft neceffarily produce by the emulation of talents and valour. 

While thefe wife decrees were palling, the armies of the republic were purfuing their 
>£riumphs, and the meafures of the republic were conducted with a vigor which had com- 
pletely refuted a long received notion, that popular governments were incapably of ener- 
gy and difpatch. At the fame moment the ftorm was fecretly collecting which was to 

^terminate at once the fate of the tyrant, his fanguinary fyftem, and gradually alter the 
whole revolutionary procefs to a regular and orderly repreientative government. Yet to 
fliake the well eftablilhed power of Robefpierre, was a bold enterprize. The Jacobin club 
that fource of power and popularity from the commencement of the revolution, was 

- ftill at his devotion : the armed force of Paris was fecured by the agency of Henriot the 
commandant ; the revolutionary tribunal and all the offices of truft were filled withper- 
fons of his choice ; he held an.undivided control over the national police ; and although 
his influence with the populace had fuffered, it was not annihilated, fince it had not fixed 
on any other character. His tyranny was of a peculiar caft ; it was not fupported as def- 
potifm ufually is, by the oppreffion of the poorer ciaflesof fociety; but it was directed 

principally againft the affluent and the learned ; as he rofe in power by the blind attach* 

ment of the multitude, fo he never negle&ed any occafion to flatter their delires and con- 
diiate their paflions. 

Man is not ■ naturally favage or ferocious ; but he is capable of being rendered both; 
die conduct of the combined powers was in itfelf fo much diftinguifhed by both charac- 
ters, that it was not furprifing that rage and defpair fliould have converted the French 
people into beings as furious as their threatened dangers were terrific. This predifpofition. 
of the people when Robefpierre obtained an afcendancy, was calculated to render his 
firft profcriptions lefs odious ; but when danger was removed to a greater diftance, and 
•proscription became fo general as to exempt neither age, fex, nor condition, felf-preferva- 
tion muft have excited an alarm,- that could not fail of fettling in dilguft or hatred* 
Thofe who confpired againft Robefpierre mult have been fenfible of the great prevalency 
of fuch fentiments. But it alfo appears that befide the party which was formed in the 
committees, there was another afting independently in the convention, thefe were the 
decided friends of Danton, at whofe head was Legendre, and this party was by far the 
mod formidable. As the lenity of Brutus in Iparing Antony, after having facrificed 
Casfar, is faid to have proved the ruin of his party ; the facrifice of Danton and fuffering 
Legendre to furvive him, may be laid to have precipitated his fall. The mod inveterate 
euemies of Robefpierre were thofe who had flood by his fide fo long on the mountain, 
and it was with Legendre that Tallien .and Bourdon united. 

The ufurper was not infenfible of his danger. He only imagined it to be not fo great, 
or more remote. He appears to have repofed no confidence in the committee of public 
faTety, although it is equally evident that he did not fufpett danger fo generally from that 
quarter. Notwithftanding his abfence from the committee, he attended the Jacobins on 
the firft of July, where he pronounced along harangue in his own defence. He com- 
plained that he was the objeft of foreign perfecution, that calumnies of the fame nature 
appeared againfthim in the papers paid by Pitt in London and Paris ; hefpoke of a plot to. 
overthrow the republic, and reprobated ihe moderates, whom he confidered as in g, con* 

fpiracy with the enemies of the nation. 
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The reports to which he alluded were actually publilhed in feveral journals* and import- 
ed that he had formed a new lift. of thirty members of the convention whom he meant 
to fend to the fcaffold ; that he meant to proclaim himfelf dictator ; and that the whole 
authority of the nation was to be veiled in the triumvirate Robefpierre, St. Juft, and 
Couthon. That he formed fome defign of profcription may be clearly inferred from the 
meafures propofed concerning the power of arreft ; that the reft of the charge was medi, 
tated is not either fo certain or probable. His fuccefs had been fo great in frequently 
defeating his adverfaries, however, that even this unufal freedom of the prefs with him 
feems not to have weakened his confidence. On the eleventh of July his brother de- 
nounced Dubois Crance in the Jacobin club, and on the fifteenth he appeared-there in per- 
fon to denounce a counter-revolutionary committee which he reported, actually exifted in 
the republic. 

The parties in the convention had not yet a&ed with all that concert which ap- 
pealed neceflary ; and remained even on the twenty-third of July without any fixed 
plan or any external marks of confidence in each other. On this day we find Barrere 
making a flaming report on five victories obtained by the armies of the republic, in Pied- 
mont, the Weftern fyrennees, on the Rhine and Belgium. On the next day he made a 

further report, on the ftate of the capital, wherein he urges the convention to beware 

of.confpiracies, and to place renewed confidence in their government — "In the midft of 

Victories," faid he, " which fucceed each other like the explofion after lightning, we ought 
to be on our guard againft the evil genius of our enemies, who are forming a party even 
in our bofom with as much addrefs as activity ." On the twenty-fifth he delivered ano- 
ther report on the fame fubjett ; after ftating that liberty would annihilate the authors of 
the new plot, he entered into a reply to thofe milled cicizens who wiflied for another 3rft 
; 'of May.. This alluded" to an addrefs prefetited that morning by the Jacobins, denounc- 
ing what they called the party of lb-angers. He .then entered into a companion of the 
pall: with the then prefent ftate of the republic, and with fingular felicity expofed the 
afflictions of faction, in a manner which while it appeared to favour the fentiment's of 
Robefpierre, expofed his meafures with a degree of nakednefs that could be miftaken 
only by the infatuation of guilt. 

'* The hopes of the ufurper appear to have refted wholly at this time on the energy, 
popularity, arid attachment of the Jacobins, and he entertained the idea through them 
of once more overawing the convention. His brother and other agents had conftantly 
' reproached the Jacobins with their torpor. On prefenting their addrefs on the twenty- 
fifth Dubois Crance, who had been denounced in the club by the younger Robefpierre, 
took occafion to juftify himfelf againft their afperfions and calumnies ; but the conven- 
tion entered fo little into the fpirit of thefe factious brawls, that after much tumult, the 
addrefs was referred to the committee of public fafety. 

On the twenty -fixth Robefpierre appeared in the convention ; he mounted the tribune, 
and announced his intention to make a report on his own authority of the ftate of the 
republic " Is it true'* he faid " that alarm hath been infufed into the minds of the na- 
tional reprefentatives to fuch a degree, that feveral of them are afraid to fleep at their 
own houfes ? Is it true that I amaccufed of wHhing to march to the di&atorihip over the 
enfanguined ruins of the national reprefentation ? This word DidatorJIiip, reviles the 
revolutionary-government j it deftroys the republic and renders the national juftice odi- 

Vol. IV. * 5 N 



42o 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



£* 794. 



ous, depi&ing it as a fervile inflrument to one man who dire&s its operations at pleafure. 
What a terrible ufe have our enemies made of a word, which at Rome .was applied only 
to a public function ! May I be permitted to return to the duke of York the . patent of 
this dig nity, which his friends have made out for me ? The cowards ! They call me a 
tyrant : If indeed I were one they would crouch at my feet — If I were one, do you think 
that tyrants would perfecute me with fuch virulence ? No — they would be prodigal of 
affiftance to me. Tyrants arrive at the deftined goal by the aid of fcoundrels: have 
thofe who combat tyrants the fame objett in view Truth undoubtedly is defpotic ; bi}t 
falshood can no more imitate this defpotifm than Salmoneus could imitate thunder. Would 
you know the fource of thefe atrocious accufations brought againft me? Here is the 
fource in the papers of a confpirator, to whom the fcaffold has at length done juftice, 
" If this cunning demagogue," he fays, fpeaking of me, " had never exifted, the na- 
tion would be free, the mind would be-unfettered. and we fhould not have feen thofe aflaf- 
filiations known by the appellation of the fentences of the revolutionary -tribunal ! Would 
you know the authors of thefe calumnies ? In the firft rank move the duke of York, Mr. 
Pitt, and his agents. Who come afterwards ? — 1 cannot prevail upon myfelf to remove 
the veil which conceals fuch iniquity; but among then} are contained thofe men who 
oppofed the decree by which atheifm was deftroyed, 

" For four decades I have been forced to renounce thofe functions which you confided 
to me ; but I have never ceafed to watch over the public weal. I have feen that the Eng- 
lifli fo abufed in our fpeeches, have not been treated with rigor on the frontiers, and that 
the decree againft them has not in one in/tance been carried into effeft. '. 

" I am aftoniflied at that academical levity with which our vi&ories are fometimes fpo- 
kcn of; as if they were gained without any lofs to our brave defenders — I warn you that 
attempts are made to amufe you by planting in Belgium the fterile tree of liberty inftead 
of gathering in theharveft of vi&ory. Without doubt your committees contain the firm 
fupporters of liberty, but the majority is paralyfed. Concealment and diflimulation are 
pra&ifed, and confpiracy rears her head. The artillery has been fent from Paris. At- 
tempts are made to obtain poffeflion of every thing j and confpiracy, I repeat it, : rears her 
head. 

" I have thus difclofed to you truths, which, though difagreeable to particular per- 
fons, are neceffary to be known, and in fo doing I . have been influenced by . no. other 
defire than that of ferving my country. It is neceffary that the committees fhould aft, 

but it is likewife neceffary to Superintend their operations. It is incumbent on the con- 
vention to affume the dignity which belongs to its character." 

As it was ufvial to move in the convention for the printing of remarkable fpeeches,. it 
was expe&ed that fuch a motion would be made ; but Bourdon rofe with promptnefs and 
laid — - <c I demand that this fpeech be referred to the committees of public fafety and 
general fecurity, in order that they may examine its contents previous to its being printed ; 
on the ground that, in all probability fome errors may have -crept into the juft ftatements 
that have juft how been made."- — Barrere rofe next — And I aifo duly eltirnate the pri- 
vileges of a French citizen. In a free country every thing ought to be known.'? 
• Gouthon expreffed himfelf in very ftrong terms in favour of the immediate printing 

• without any reference—" For a long time calumny has raifed its tongue, againft the 

• ' ancient pillars of the revolution/" Vadier and Cambon fupported BpurdoA's propofition > 
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the latter renewed his* obfefvationfr on the frefh attack made in this: Speech on the financial 
•fyflem. Robefpiefrre was overwhelmed with th is : reiterated ^ttack^rhe afc.ended the tri- 
bune and find-—" I fpp&e of the: fyilem alone, and, without being very profound in 
financial knowlege, ,one may readily 'perceive that a great number pf indigent citizens 
are ruined by -it." . The hall became iip\y very much agitated, Fr.er.on (lemmed the tumult;, 
and was heard — <; The moment when liberty is to be revived, is that when the freedom 
of opinion is re-eftabliftied, I demand that the convention refcind the decree which gave 

to the committees .the power of apprehending the members of the convention. PApplaufes.. \ 



Where is the man who can dare: to fpeak with freedom whe 
"VarenneK-rr-^" Should the propofrtipn now made be adopted 



a (hocking dcg.radacion . 



- * 

•fpeak 



Billaud 
undergo 



not worthy :tQ :be,» representative of the people." Panis .declared that " if Freron's pro- 
pofition was not adopted -liberty could not 1 exift. f * r 



tion and the party in the committees to 
each; other, it is clear, there wa§ no concert between : the;n j ^ut it had alfo this particular 
advantage, that, t;he «furper. was thereby more confident inJ?is fecurity, which, the decifion 



dered 



ftill further J^n&iohed, as the Speech 



-> iThe-chief rjeliance oi;.Robefpierre. appears now to have been on his coadjutors St. Juft 
and Couthon, wand on his own capacity to awake the paffions and direft them ; new com- 
binations! :f or m^^ on. the pr.eflu re of 'the. moment had always ferved his ends, and he was 
prepared' to fe.ize;^ppij ^heim. : gut -the moment of his confufion was approaching, and 
■ he whofe policy had be.^ejn : .fo Jong wary aird profound in the moment of difficulty, adted 
with the raih.nefs.qf youth, and "t"? imprudence of a novice. His fpeech of this day was 
perhaps the .raoft feeble of any he had delivered from the tribune, and as it was a ftudied 
fpeech, for the .outline pf it -was found fubfequently among his papers in his own hand- 



belie 

■ .which are ably arranged and of . a very vigorous and eloquent chara£ter 5 that he had .dif- 
ferent authors at his command.- Every thing, was vague and irrelevant on this occafion, 
: it. was a whining complaint to his friends, nor the language that was- to overawe intrepid 
rivals — even the attempt to infinuate a charge againft his, adverfaries, under the affe&ation 
of candor on his removing the* veil, was a vifible effe.d of - cowardice, or an acknowlege- 

m • t If* ll' f*' 1 • f* 1 P I TT C 1 1M a • f* It f 



fal len 



him. 



■ 

and 



;ta roufe 
federacy 



fpoke 



diftrefs; he pointed put without daring to name them, the perfbns of whom hedefired to 
be revenged, who were even in jthat eircumftance ; learning,-from himfelf,. that caution, 
which was fo long indifpenfible to their fecurity againft ; his power, was now no longer 
nece{fary.r-According;ly : they did not leave him time, to meditate plans of vengeance; 
the deputies mo.ft .expofed tp; his fury met together in . the. night,, they were fatisfied.^ of 



troyed.r; 



4 » 
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nidor ; (the twenty- feverith pf. July,) 

After fome petitions had been heard. 
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St. Juft appeared at the tribune, and laid, cc I am of no faction, I will contend again Cfc 

them all—your committees of public' and general fafety, have caufed f me to make a re- 
port on the caufes'of the evident: perverfiori of public opinion; but I mean to addrefs 
myfelf to you, and only in my own nmiie"-—A .burft of general clamour compelled the 
orator to conclude, he was entering ' into afpeech in fupport of what had fallen fron\ 
Robefpierre on the preceding day. After fome tumult, a member of great intrepidity, a 
bold and energetic charader, Tallien, obtained a hearing j he fpoke to order, u The 
lad fpeaker commenced with telling you that he is of no party; — good; — I likewife 
efpoufeonly the fide of truth- But we muft draw aKo the veil that encircles our misfor- 
tunes :— Yefterday a member of the government prefented you a report upon theftate of the 
republic, and he very plainly told you it was upon bis own authority; — -To-day another 
member comes, and he tells you he is authorized, to make a report by the committees which 
you have appointed, and he tells you that he will not difchargejhat.-.duty, but that he 
alfo will fpeak to you and report o?ily in bis own name J Vv ? hat godcfc citizen can re- 
frain from lamenting^ with tears the- abjed and calamitous- ftate to> which the republic is 
reduced, when individuals thus pretend not only to difpenfe with the public truft given 
in charge to.them, by this affembly, 1 but to di&ate to you- in^ their :Wn name, and upon 
their own authority !" The affembly applauded, and was fom'e'moments in a ftate of fer- 
ment, Billaud Varennes mounted the tribune, ;arid profound Tilence prevailed^ ( f Yef- 
terday the club of the Jacobins was filled with 'villains and apoftates ; every perfon; was 
admitted who came. An intention was there intimated of murdering feverei^members 
of this affembly, [Loud murmurs] Yefterday ! heard men utter the *moft abominable 
calumnies againft thofe who had never "deviated from -tHe revolution. r I iefe oneof thofe 
wretches now fitting on the mountain who ufed the expreflions fa lou'd cry of ' € arrefl: 
him/ it was Le Bas, he was arretted,") The moment is arrived when truth mutt out ; I 

' wonder that St- Juit ! fhould' fpeak" at the tribune after what has paffed. He had pro- 
mised to (hew his fpecch to the committee before; he: fhould fpeak it here. The '.affembly 
will do wrong if it does not perceive that it is. in the hands of two murderers. If it is 
weak and irrefolute it will immediately perifh ! [_ c No-! no ! > : cried-a majority of members 
and fpontaneoufly rifmg moved their hats, — The galleries refounded with like cries, and 
fhoutad out 6 long live the convention ! live the committee of public fafety ! t — Le Bas 
defired to be heard-— It was moved that he be fent to prifon.] Billaud continued — " You 
will (h udder with horror when you are apprized that the armed force- of Paris'is intruded 
to parricidal hands. Henript was denounced by the revolutionary tribunal as an accom- 
plice with Hebert* What was the' cpnfequerice ? [One man alone had the audacity to 
fupport him. Need I name who that individual was?— Robefpierre. Lavalette, one of 
the "chiefs of the armed force, the only noble who has been retained in a military truft 
fharpens .the poignards intended to inflidl a fatal blow upon the repreferitatives of the 

people : — under whofe aufpices has he been protected ? — Robefpierre's, I might quote 

many more proofs of the fame audacity on the part of Robefpierre, and of his infamous 



0 1 



defigns againft liberty — among others,. I need only mention that he has been the author 

of the imprifonment of the members of the revolutionary committee of the feftion of 
Indivifibility — men of the mod unfuiliec integrity, and of the moft diftinguiflied patriot- 
ifm; I accufe him of having withdrawn himfelf from the committee for thefe four laft 
decades, fince the decree with refpeft to the revolutionary tribunal paifed 0*1 the twenty- 
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fecond of Prairial (June io 5 ) which he alone devifed-rand which was badly received* 

Thus he intended to drive from- the convention every impure map;; that is to fay; every 
^perfon who did not pleafe} him, or wfeom he might, fufpeft to be pofleffed of fuffietent 
difcernment to 4ete£l, and integrity to ppppfe, his ambitious views ; and as a preparatory 
ftep to 1 eftablifh Jiirofelf in that di&atorfhip; ;which has fo long been the object of his 
wifhesj he would -have left none in the convention ; but his creatures and dependants, 
men as. vile.as himfelf,- and ready to. forward his deteftable views. But his tiefigns were 
difcoyered.by the very means which lie took to carry them into execution. From the 
fafts which I have briefly ftated,. his, intention^ ;fo corrupt the military, to enfiave and to 
degrade the reprefentatipn^ appear plaip and ;i^ton*t;rpvertible. : : : . 

L think I fpealcthe voice of the convention,; when I fayi there' is not a reprefenta- 
tive who would exiii under. a tyrant !---[/_ . No !, no let tyrants- peri{h, , was the cry from 
all parts of the hall..] . Metyi who are always fpeaking. of their own- virtues and probity, 
are thofe who trample thefe qualities under foot. i Are more fa£ts (Hll neteffary tofubftan- * 
tiate his general criminality ? Xaccu;fe- him of having fkreened from juftice a Secretary who 
had robbed the treafury of one, hundred and fourteen thoufand livres ; fuch is the fcun- 
dat;on on which -ftand ■ ; hj$, -pretentions to difjntereftednefs, which were only affumed in 
order, to; conceal t^e d^ep laid proje&s of ; his ambition, aiid to deceive thole whom he after- 
wards meant to deftroyor enflave, ; I ;accufe him with being furrounded by a band of 
raiEans, among whpm it is neceflary only to mention the infamous Daubigny. With 

all his affe&ation,^ the, affpciates \yhpm alone. he could admit 

into :his confidence,, or tru^;fpr ^e completion of hk ^efigns. I could account to you, 
'citizen^ of this map ; and yet it is he. who dares to accufe 

:us ; we;who fpjepd,^ and days in the committee of public fafety in organizing pur 

vittoriesi I proclaim the tyranny of Robefpierre! [Loud and repeatecLburfts ofapplaufe 
.refounded from all parts ;pf the halKl : _ 

We riiuftnot hefitate to fall on him with the hand of juftice,.pr fuffer our country to 
be manured with our blooded tyranny totriumph, !It..was his v w$i&o mutilate ihe con- 
vention, and to murder the reprefentatives of the nation— -again I pjiQclaim the tyranny pf 
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Robefpierre ) [The applaufes were renewed.] 

Robefpierre darted towards the tribune, he attempted to fpeak- T -the hall was filled with 
the acclamations of « down with the tyrant? and he found himfelf obliged to defift^ and to 
defcend.in confufion. . 

Tallien afcended— <fi I ju(l now obferved that we mull withdraw the veil. I .now fee 
with p]eafure that it is completely drawn.afide, and the : caufe of all our; afflictions 1$ become 
vifible ; that the .confpiratqrs are unmafked, and that they will be annihilated [loud ap- 



plaufes,] Every thing fpeaks that the enemy of the ; national reprefentation is about; to 



tall ] In the houfe of that guilty individual who now ftands humbled with the confcioufnefs 
of detected guilt, and ^overwhelmed with that difapprobation which his infamous defigns 
againfl: liberty have fo juftly merited, were formed thofe^ lifts' of profcription which . have 
ftained with fa much blood the altars of rifing liberty? imitating .the example ot the.de-' 
teftable Sylla, his profcriptions were intended only to pave the way f0r;his. qwn;power 
and the eftablifhment of a perpetual /diftatormip-: happily however, his defigns have been 
difcovered hefore he had time to execute them, or to add to that ftream of blood which 

'has already deluged -France, His longfuccefs in yillawy made laft layiftlidehis 
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•wonted caution. He advanced with fuch rapidity in the career of Iawlefs ambition, that 
lie already conceived himfelf arrived at the accomplifhment of his wifhes; and that, like 
Casfar, the name of king was only wanting to him, for the full eftablilhment of his 
power. Was ic to fubjeft ourfeives to fo degrading, and fo abjeft a tyranny, that we 
brought- to the fcaffold the laft of the Capets, and lavifhed fo much blood of French 
citizens? Was it in order to acknowledge fo petty a defpot/ that we declared eternal 
war againft kings, and fwore to eftablifli liberty at' the price of life ? No— the fpirit of 
freedom has not funk fo low; the fenfe of that duty which virtuous men owe to their 
country is not extinguifhed. I invoke the fliade 'of the virtuous Brutus ! [fixing his eyes 
on the bujl.~\ Like him, I have a poignard to rid my country of the tyrant, if the con 



vention do not deliver him to the fword of juftice ! The French people, always jufh, 
are attached neither to Robefpierre, nor any other individual— Liberty is alone the objett 
-of their affe&ions, and whoever forms any defigns againft it, becomes that moment their 
enemy. That -liberty they will ever purfue amidft the intrigues of domeftic traitors, and 
the oppofition of foreign defpots. The republic is to be eftablifhed not only by the vic- 
tories of our artriies, but* by the vigilance of - our councils, and r : the juftnefs of our 

punifhments. After the enumeration of fads' which you* have' heard from 'the laft 
fpeaker, it is ontyneceffary f6r me to remind you of the proceedings of that fitting of the 
Jacobins, where Dumas, prefident of the revolutionary tribunal, the creature and con- 
federate of Robefpierre, had' the audacity to' infult the representatives of the people? 
Needl recall to you the exprefiion addreffed to the journajifts in one of the laft fittings 
of; the 'Jacobins ? " J prohibit you frbni inferring mf difcourfes in pur 'papers till : you have 
fre'oionjly communicated them to mei" Here already we find the, tone of the 'dfftatdr-.4he 
people lhall know nothing except through my organ, and in thte manner in which' I fhall 
fee pl.eafed to communicate it to them, f ' ■ : f * 

" Let us, republicans, accufe this ufurper with loyalty and courage in the prefence of 

• the French people and of Europe. It is fit to enlighten our fellow citizens, liberty is 
alone the objeft of their affe&ions. It is not an individual whom I attack, it is a vaft con- 

• fpjracy.. I doubt not but tte convention will take fpeedy and * efficacious meafures, and 
continue its fittings permanent, to fave the people ; and as it is of the utmoft, importance 

• that- the chiefs of the armed force fliould do no mifchief, I move that Henriotand alibis 

- ftafF be arretted.. It is our wifh that the prefident of the revolutionary-tribunal fliould 
treat the accufed with decency and juftice. This is true virtue, I alfo move that our 

: fitting J be permanent until the fword of the law has fecured to us this revolution. [It was de- 

' creed with applaufevj Well ought the ufurper count upon the aid of filence and deception, 

- whofe- defigns wefe too infamous to be revealed, and whofe conduct required to' be glof- 

fed over with air the artifice of hypocrify. .But the French people are not to be enflaved 
after having fhaken off the tyranny of fo many ages, and the ftill greater tyranny that 

till this -moment 'threatened to overwhelm us for ever. Th£ guilt of the traitor now 

• {lands revealed, and it remains only to think of his punifhment. I move therefore 
that Robefpierre and his creatures be immediately arrefted. [Reiterated applaufesl. 
^^Billaud— " I denounce as : accomplices of the confpifator, Boulanger, the. author of the 

• Jift of perfons marked out for profcriptiori j Dufrefne, who was; the accomplice of Du- 
1 Courier j -Dumas, whoexcited the Jacobins yefterday to maflacie the convention j Lava- 

ktte ex^jioble, one of the commanders of the Parifian armed force; Daubigny and Si- 
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jas ; it was decreed/ Tallien, Freron, Delmas, Eli-Lacofte, Vadief, and feveral other 
members fpoke, and by fucceffive votes, Robefpierre the elder and younger, St. Juft, 
Gouthon, and Le Bas, were all, along with the others named, placed under arreft. The 
applaufes from the galleries and all parts of the hall were unufually great, and joy and 
gladnefs were once more vifible on the countenances of the members and of the people. 

The convention now called upon Barrere to fpeak in the name of the committee of 
public fafety, which he did with great animation, reprefenting the critical circumftances 
in which the committee was placed between the powers ufurped over the public force and 
the popular mind, and their neceflary duty ; and he concluded with propofing the follow- 
ing decree : — " The national convention on the report of the committee of public fafety 



and general fecurity, decrees 



j 



That all ranks fuperior to that of chief of a legion are 



fupprefled in Paris. The national-guard ftiali refume its original organization, and each 
chief of a legion (hall in confequence command in turn. 2* The mayor of Paris, the 
national agent, and he who fliall be in his turn the commandant of the national- guard-* 
Ihall watch over the 'fafety of the national reprefentation, and (hall anfwer with their heads 
for ail the commotions which fliall enfue in Paris. The prefent decree {hall be immedi- 
ately fent to the mayor." T 

' Barrere then faid that ever fmce the tenth of June, and not before, he had -difcerned the 
views of that cunning man, whom he could not fince look upon without horror ; he who 

deceived every body, who had facrificed not only his creatures bujt his friends, who had 
atone time defended and afterwards betrayed Camille Defmoulins, and, who., by his arti- 
fices made men without their fufpefting it the accomplices of his crimes.. He had framed 
.a refolution and a decree :for remodelling the' revolutionary tribunal in fuch a manner as • 
to render his Sacrifices more fure ; he framed it himfelf and.Gouthon. propofed it even 
..without reading! it. " ^ . - , . . 

Robefpierre endeavoured to make himfelf heard, and Couthori .and Le Bas fought' for : 
leave-' to defend him ; but neither would be fuffered.. 

. -' When r the decree of arreft was paffed the prefident .of the convention, ordered : one of 
: the ufhers tQ take Robefpierre into cuftody, but fuch-was the awe this .man had been ac- 
cuftomedto infpirevthat the officer hefitated fome time to perform his duty.- . They - were 
: conducted however by a few peace officers to the prifon of the Luxembourg ; but the ad- 
miniftrator of the police on duty there refu fed to receive them ; and they were conducted 
^rather in triumph thai> as prifoners to the Hotel de.Ville* 



i he committee of public fafety in the mean time had invefted Barras, a military man •• 
;membei*of. the convention, and, afterwards * a : Direftor, with the command of the mili- 
tary force. 5 and he had arretted -Henriot, ... who ;however ; contrived to.efcape, and with 

the alacrity of defparation had collected a, great number of his adherents, at the head; of 
■whom he iallied into the ftreets, and meeting. Merlin of Thionville feized him as an> 

hoftage for the fafety of Robefpierre, and carried him to a guard-houfe. , Merlin ha- 
rangued the people, and mewed the infult to the national reprefentation, fivegendarms 
w ho heard him drew their fwords, refcued him and took Henriot and fome of his adhe- 

But Henriot efcaped again, and entered the • fquare of the ..national palace, where 
he. harangued the populace. He was outlawed by the convention. Six members were- 
united with Barras as commiffioners with uulimited powers j. they were Ferrand r .Frerqn, 

Rouvere, Delmas, Leonard Bourdon, and Bourdon of the Oife. .-; .• 



rents. 



I 1 



of 



Jacobins 



426 . HISTORY OF FRANCE. £i 794 , 

t 

Meamvhile Henriot's infurgents became numerous ; and he divided them with (kill ; 

. one was detached to the Hotel de Ville, another to the committee of public fafety, and the 
third paraded near the convention ; he had the alarm-b< 

municipality aflembled and declared themfelves in a ftate 

of. Robefpierre in the Hotel de Ville formed themfelves into a new convention, declaring 
the reprefentatives traitors- 

In this dangerous crifis the citizens of Paris, who had been hitherto depreffed by terror 
or overcome by indolence, perceived their danger, and recolletted what had befallen 
Paris by their indifference on the memorable fecond of September. : .They armed and 
flew to the convention* The report of Robefpierre's efcap.e through the infidelity, of the 
municipal officers reached the convention. A proclamation was iffued putting him and 
his accomplices out of the. prote&ion of the laws. The national-guard was now rallied • 
a party of the infurgents afTembled and attempted to force the ports in the Caroufel 
. with cannon; they were attacked^ difcomfited, and their leader made prifoner. In the 
evening the fe&ions of Paris appeared at the bar, and fwore to acknowlege no authority 

but the COllVention- T^'**" «ric nnt till K/aMtrppn tmn nnA fliroa r>**lr\f*\* «.U~ •„ 



and 



thatBarras had poffefled himfelf of fuffichnt force to attack the traitors in the Hotel de 
Ville. At that hour Bourdon of the Oife appeared at the Place de Grave, and read the 
proclamation. He then rulhed into the hail of the infurgent committee,^ armed with a 
fab re and pifto'ls ; the traitors were completely deferted, Robefpierre had armed, himfelf 

ftruck Xouthon 



knife 



fhatclied a , ipiftoi and 



to (hoot himfelf by putting the muzzle in his mouth, he fhot away: his itongue. and part 
•of -his jaw, .but did not kill himfelf.; he received . a fabre. wound t from -a perfon' who at- 
tempted to cut down the piftol arm* The younger Robefpierre threw himfelf out of a 



-window, and 



Le Bas (hot himfelf, , Gouthon .ftahbed /himfelf 



twice without effe&ing his death* Henriot 



them to the affiftance of his\afTociates \ Coffihthal, a member 
* of-^ riiunicip^ityy who had been feduced into the infurre&ioh by. Henriot^. atthe defire 
; ; 6f' T foine-perfons : belo threw the mifcreant out of the window, and his arm was broken but 
he was hot kilted- Robefpierre was carried on a litter to .the door i)f the .convention, it 
- was afked if-he flidiild be admitted, theprefident faid " No 1 thetcarcafe.bf ihetyrant can 
bring only peftilence. The fquatfe of the revolution is the only, place fpr .. him ^and his 



accomplices." They were immediately brought 



evenings Legen 
iel- took with 



follows^" As II went 



biftoi 



m m I J *■ 

yefterday: dnd to! day in the: Jacobin club. ; With a 



mixed with 



the crowd. l : faid to the women in the galleries, ~ c you are milled 
Vehtion punifiies guilt not efror I*— -I fhut the gates otthe hall ; and he 
the convention in -a mafs has faved the country, the convention. in 
tow be Jacobms : It will be virtue that 

L) Toeiety fo bafely polluted for fome time/' 

;-and they met again at nine* 



will 



morning 




identified, before the! revolutionary 



papers found upon Robefpierre produced, they 
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to fuffer death in the place de la Revolution, and a few (hort hours after he periflied upon 

that fcaffold to which he had fent fo many innocent vi&ims. The perfons who fuffered 
on this occafion were Maximilian Robefpierre, aged thirty-five, born at Arras ; George 
Couthon, aged thirty-eight, born at Orfai ; A. St. Jud, twenty-fix years, born at Cifere ; 
A. Robefpierre, the younger, aged twenty-nine ; F. Henriot, thirty-three ; L. Lavalitte, 
forty years, ex-noble, born at Paris ; R. Dumas, thirty-feven, at Cufli, prefident of the 
revolutionary tribunal ; J. R. Lefcot-Fiuriot, thirty-nine, mayor of Paris. They were 
conveyed from the palace of juftice at feven in the evening of the 28th July, and never 
was fo great a concourfe aflembled, never was joy and tranfport fd general on a melancho- 
ly occafion. In all the ftreets through which they paffed, and in the fquareof the revolu- „ 
tion, unanimous cries of " Ah! vi/liansl Live the republic I Live the convention !" were 

heard. The eyes of the fpeftators were particularly fixed on the elder Robefpierre, Cou- 
thon, and Henriot, whofe faces were covered with blood and wounds. 

' Couthon was executed firft, then the younger Robefpierre and Henriot ; Robefpierre 
was executed the laft but one. He ftood two minutes on the fcaffold, while the execu- 
tioner removed the cloth which covered his face. It is to be regretted that he whofe 
voice had been the organ of fo much evil, (hould have been rendered fpeechlefs by his 
wound. It would have been defirable to hear in the prefence of death what his ferocious 
fpirit would utter j but the den was clofed, and we know only the a&ions and cruelty of 
themonftcr without any means of difcovering whether afoul fo fell was capable of contri- 
tion. 

Maximilian Robefpierre, whofe paflions appear to have fuperceded all morals and vir- 
tues, to have extinguifhed every feeling of humanity, every emotion of benevolence, .ar- 
rived at an height of power by means To terrible as to enfure him a place in hiftory along 
with the deftroyers and affaffins of mankind. Uluftrious for his crimes he will have the 
-diftin&ion,' upon which his dark foul appears to have been fet, of a detailed hiftory ; and 
while names of the virtuous and good who fell the vi&ims of his rapacious third of power, 
are paffed over in folemn negligence, the chara&er of this human fiend will be traced to 
his cradle and examined with the fcrupulous nicety of critical wifdom. 

He and his brother were born at Arras, and left orphans at an early age. The bifhop . 
of that diocefe had taken them under his prote&ion, and bedowed upon them a liberal 
education ; he was bred up with a view to the profeflion of the law, and in the courfe 
jof his ftudies had gained feveral literary prizes ; at the age of fixteen elated by this fuc- 
cefs, he fancied himfelf already endowed with fuch rare powers of genius as would lead 
him to afplendid place on the great theatre of the world. His legal ftudies were purfu- 
ed without equal fuccefs, but with no lefs confidence, and he already imagined himfelf dis- 
puting the palm of eloquence with the firft men of the age. ^ He mud fee Paris, his 
henificent patron removed him thither ; but after a long and fruitlefs trial, he was under 
the neceffity of recalling him to his native city, where all the fplended dreams of ambition 
and vanity were reduced to the fituation of a poor obfeure attorney, a ftation which was ^ 
well fuited to the mediocrity of his talents. ^ 

There are circumftances in the phyfical conftitution of the body, as well as in the acci- 
dental progreffion of human life, which form and determine the character. Under differ* 

-eat circumftances the fame man would be a different chara&er. The lofs of a leg or an 
eye, the delay of the revolution for ten years, would have funk Robefpierre into the com- 
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mon obfcunty of an undiftinguifhed name ; he might have brooded over his difappoint- 

ments in circumfcribed bounds, and vented his malignity in the mercenary oppreflions of a 
petty-fogger* From the period of his return from Paris* his mind brooded in abhorrence 
over his difappointments ; and he who had placed his loftieft hopes on the ftrength of his 
endowments and talents, became the implacable perfecutor of genius. His petulance and 
acerbity were prominent in all his legal undertakings. He feemed to repine at his exift- 
ence, and carried irrafcibility into the mod trivial of thecaufes with which he was entrufU 
ed. His habit of body gradually obtained a correfponding character with his mind : in 
perfon he was of a low ftature, not more than five feet three inches ; in his early years 
he was ruddy and round ; in his manhood, he became meagre, his features hatfh and for- 
bidding, his eye fcowled, and his complexion was livid and cadaverous ; he was fo atrabila- 
rious, that he appeared to ftruggle between the difeafe of his mind and body — as if nature 
had expofed the fountains of genius and glory to his fight, and excited a third which he 

was doomed never to allay ; difappointment and envy took poffeflion of his foul, and he 

foon learned to quench his burning fpiritin the blood of the good, the wife, the virtuous^ 
and the innocent. 

The revolution forced him from his defk. He was ele&ed a deputy in 1789. And for 
a while his character {lumbered in infignificance ; having an unhoped for glimpfe of repofe 
after the long fatigues of difappointment. In the conftituent alfembly, he was fcarcely 
heard of, and had he died during that period, his name would not have furvived him j 
but his fubfequent conduct recalled attention to what he had then faid or done. He was 



regarded as the fixed friend of monarchy. In J 



C6 



tpire fo extenfi 



lly conji it tit tonal ar- 
He was at this time 



an obfcure and inconfequent attendant at the fplendid dinners of Orleans, and he has 
been faid, though without any appearance of proof, to have endeavoured to procure the 
elevation of that perfon to the throne- The brilliant talents of Mirabeau appear to 

have fixed his attention ; fome faint efforts at imitation of that great orator, are 
dilcernable in his fpeeches at a latter period, but he never was able to obtain his ftrength, 
promptitude, fublimity, or dignity. Yet he appears to have equalled if not furpafied 
Mirabeau in the talent for intrigue. 

By the felf-denying ordinance of the conftituent affembly, Robefpierre loft his feat 
in the legiflature. He accepted the place of public accufer, but refigned it foon after j 
having by his induftrious artifices obtained an afcendancy in the commune of Paris, that 
already prefented hopes confolatory to his ambitious defires. In the affair of the tenth of 
Auguft he had no concern whatever ; and although he narrowly efcaped the fcaffold 
through the candor and juftice of Danton upon the denunciation of Louver, who accu- 
sed him of fomenting the mafiacres of thefecond of September, he rauft be acquitted 
of having caufed that maffacre, although there is much reafon to believe with Louvet that 
he encouraged and fupported thofe who were the a&ors in k, with a view to fecure his 

own popularity. 

He was elefted into the convention by the city of Paris along with his brother, and 
fome others, by his influence ; but even at this time, a&ive and affiduous as he was to 
cultivate the attachment of the Jacobins, he defended royalty againft Briffot. His poli- 
tics* however ; foon after changed, and with the death of the king he became as viaient 






i 



* 



Power and ambition had now fupplanted the paffion for literary and forenfic 
:e more recoilefted with aggravated hatred' his pail diflappointments. Men of 



i 794 .] NATIONAL CONVENTION. 429 

at defender of< republicanifm ;; % the cant of empire and ancejiry^ were Tuperceded by 
that of unity and iudivifibility. His ambition appears not to have been fo extenftve at this 
as at a fubfequent period; but after the fall of the Gironde, the black envy and ran- 
cour of the Arras attorney appears to have been relighted in the breaft of the confpir- 
ing ufurper 
fame; he once 

genuis and literary diftinttion, whom he .once hoped to emulate, and* to be ranked 
among them, were now the mo ft formidable obftacles to his darling hopes. He held 
them up as perfons hoftile to the caufe of liberty, and labored inceflantly to fender then! 
the objefts of popular fufpicion ; he thus flattered the ignorant, gained their attachment, 
and rendered the ariftocracy of talents as formidable to the vulgar conception, as the 
ariftocracy of vice and prejudice- This fyftem of his was not the effe<£t of premeditation, 
but accomodated at the moment to his views; thofe whom he feared or ! hated becaufe 
they were honoured and refpe&ed, .were men who blended the. philofophy of fcience with 
their ethics, and endeavoured to render them fubfervient to the promotion of each, other* 
Thefe men Robefpierre ftigmatiied with the name oi ; Jlatefmen^ which he did not. meaivto 
beunderftood in its received fignification ; in his vocabulary it meant counter-revolution- 
ift or confpirator. Briflbt in his fpeech for an appeal to the people on the trial of th : e 
king, pourtrayed this fyftem of- Robefpierre with a felicity that incurred* the .mortal 
and incurable hatred of thofe whom it described. 4 The ignorance of the multitude is the 
mafter-fpring of the power of anarchifts as well as of defpots ;: it is by this they keep 
alive the breath of calumny. Furnifhed with this engine, they make war on philofophy, 
which- teaches us that univerfai reafon is the only bafis of liberty ; and thus deride every 
plan of education, and deny the utility of public fchools. Thefe are reveries, fay they ; 
the people muft be regenerated with blood. This is the reafon why they are inveighing, 
fo continually againfl the ariftocracy of genurs. Alas !: w ? hy has knowledge only a meta- 
phyficai exiftence? With' what complacency would not thefe Vandals bring it to their 
own level, if their deftroyingfcythe could reach it/ Though it is unfortunately too true, 
that men favoured by education are as prone to excefifes as the moft ignorant,, it is alfo 
true that the courfe of violence with the latter is more explicit and not fo univerfally 
fatal ; with the former cunning and ftratagem take place of force ; Robefpierre could 
not be claffed with the ignorant, yet his difappointment at being excluded from the 
clafs of genuis, had thrown him back to the level of the moft barbarous. No one 
has yet completely unveiled thefecrets of his mind, the vaft and fanguinary fcope of his 
ambition ; his views and hopes can only be gueffed at, and perhaps it will be no more 
than juft to confider him as a preternatural being, with whole actions and defigns from 
the moft intimate ftudy and obfervation, the mind of man cannot enter into affinity. 
His chara&er can only be drawn by the features that are vifible, and thefe are altogether 
hideous, notwithftanding the wonderful power of his diffimulation. 

He appears to have defired to be the firft man in France, without regard to the means j 
but the numberlefs men of genuis which France contained was an infup.erable bar to 



his ambition. He 



and bring back, their minds to order and moderation, that he feized upon the .whirj- 

" ' " " " ' ' n He who had never been a republican from principle, from 
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convi&ion, or from reafoning— under the pretence of the riioft zealous attachment to 
.freedom became the m oft horrible of tyrants. ; ; In the moment when the reftraint of law 
was .moft necefiary, he broke down the barriers of all: reftraint but that of his will. 
Once arrived at the fummit of credit and power, he left no hope for the monfters of 

any age to furpafs him. As if jealous even of crimes, or eager that they fhould eman- 
ate from himfelf alone, he difcouraged every villain that was not dependent on him, and 
•obliged them to keep in a fubordinate rank, to be no more than journeymen murderers 
•and incendiaries. 

The fermentation of the public mind was favourable to his purpofes ; and the real 
danger of the country rendered his fecret machinations eafily difguifable under tke pre- 
tence of fecurity againft treachery- The convention was neceffary to his views, and he 
-contrived to render it fubfervient ; by turns he intimidated, feduced, and deceived 
them; fometimes he fowed.the molt deadly diftruft, and then he reftored tranquillity ; 
fhewing refpe£t when they were docile, and contempt when they manifefted an indepen- 
dent difpofition ; he acted the fervant of the law, while he vioiated every principle of 
juftice ; and profefied obedience to the general will, while he domineered over every 
fuffrage and enflaved every voice ; when he invoked liberty, then it was that freedom was 
.menaced; if he talked of God and morality, it was but the prelude to crimes. 

.Robefpierre has been compared to the Englifli Cromwell. There appears to be a clofer 
refemblance between them than any other two monfters of which hiftory records. The 
interior caft of their minds was in mod refpetts the fame. There is fome difference in the 

circumftances of their early lives and fubfequent elevation. . Both indeed were the crea- 
tures of accident. Cromwell negociated with Charles I. even during his captivity. Ro- 
befpierre was a royalift even after the tenth of Auguft. The profpeft of lovereign 

authority was gradually unfolded to each by a feries of favourable circumftances, of 
which each had the courage to take advantage. Both were deftitute of fympathy and 
affe&ion. Both were remorfelefs and fanguinary. The difference of their murders was 
the effeft of their fituations and profeflions. Robefpierre' s fcene of aftion was the capital 
'and the fenate, he flaughtered without difcrimination and without mercy on the fcaffold, 
Jn the provinces his agents were commended only as they equalled or furpalled him in 

crimes- Cromwell did not facrifice fo many in the capital, but in the field and in the 
'provinces his butcheries even furpafs thofe of Robefpierre, whether confidered tor num- 
ber or the lengthened agony of his tortures. Robefpierre ordered Lyons to be rated from 

its foundations. Cromwell ordered the people of a whole province to be flaughtered, in 

order that the inhabitants of another province might be tranfplantcd thither, and it was 
done. Both affe&ed fimplicity in their manners and appearance ; both were adepts in 
hypoerify, cunning, and intrigue. Cromwell adopted his harangues to the jargon oi 
the enthufiafts of his day; Robefpierre did the fame ; the name of God, and virtue, and 
religion prefaced and concluded all their meafures and fpeeches. The only difference 
in their hypoerify arofe from the fcene of a&ion and the characters among which they 

acted. , ; 

The parallel might be traced to a multitude of points. The difference was very fmall. 
Cromwell's power was founded upon a great military reputation, which he had acquired, 
not from his gallantry againft a difciplined enemy, but from the numbers he had 
.flaughtered of Ample, innocent, and oppreffed men, a&ing by the impulfe of .nature* 
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to procure freedom without any knowledge of the arts neceffary to oppofe difciplined 
troops ; it was alfo founded on the fanatical hatred infpired by contending religious fe£te, 
which rendered the very circuraftanceof deftroyiiig one left, the foundation of glory in 
that day- Robefpierre refted on a fluctuating populace, and a fanatical club. The mar* 
xlers of Cromwell were remote, and committed on two defpifed and fubjugated nations. 
Robefpierre* s were committed on his countrymen, openly, and glaringly. Hence it is that 
one died on his bed, the other on the fcafFold. Cromwell appears to have been his own 
xninifter, Robefpierre made others the ladders of his ambition- Cromwell feems to have 
founded fonle good laws, and in many refpe.&s to have confulted the happinefs of his 

countrymen. Robefpierre does not appear to have founded one. The great meafures 

produced under his ufurpation were forced on him by Health or intrigue, and fufFered only 
;becaufe they ferved to fhade his enormities, pra&ifed by inferior agents. Thus he made 
philofophers and ftatefmen the inftruments of his fame and affaffirjs the inftruments of his 
vengeance, for a long time all the talents of Danton, JJarrere, Ca.mille, Fabre, Sieyes, 
Carnot, Delaunay, Cambon, and the Lindets, were loft in the power of Robefpierre, while 
at the fame time Chaumette, Hebert, Carrier, Vincent, Momoro, Marat, Coliot, Couthon, 
Menriot, Lebon, and St. Juft were Spreading terror and defolation to eftablifh that power. 
When the former became too confpicuous they were profcribed. When the latter had 
accomplifhed their ends and were no longer ufeful, they were dangerous depofitaries of 
his meafures, and it was neceffary to pafs them acrofs the fame ftage oyer which they had 
led fo many victims. The readinefs with which he abandoned his earlieft and mod inti- 
mate aflbciates, for friends he could not be confidered jtp have any, is aftonilhing.and cha- 

ra&eriftic of his whole carreer ; placed on the fame fide with him, Danton, a man of a 

.determined charafter, inflexible in republican principles, and who had the merit of being 
the hrft propofer of the republic in France, a man of impetuous eloquence, and wonder- 
ful energy of character, who was foremoft on all pccafioas when danger threatened and to 
•propoje meafures the moft fublime and energetic ; ; he went to the aflault better than Rob- 
efpierre, but he was alive to every paffion approachable by fenfibility ; Rob.efpiejre obeyed 
but one and was callous to all others ; thus while Danton was liable to be aflaiied on the 
fcore of generofity, of tendernefs, of honor, and companion, and his ardour for the pro- 
motion of liberty ; Robefpierre was awakened to ambition alone. They were feidoni fees 
; in oppofition to each other in the convention, but the mere riyalry of reputation was with 
Robefpierre a fault inexpiable. Danton was not ignorant of this, and this faying of his 
; has been preferved, Cw Every thing will be well while the people cry Robefpierre and Dan- 
<c ton, but woe to me fhould they ever cry Danton and Robefpierre/ 9 That day arrived, 
and he was put to death. Even the aflbciates of . his early years, Camille Defmpulines^ 
•his fchool- fellow, was the vi&im of his perfidious defer tion; he had with the molt bene- 
volent intentions employed his great talents and learning on a weekly Journal, by means 

of which he endeavoured to moderate infenfibly the rage of the people and to turn them 
•afide from fanguinary meafures, and before he had begun this . generous courfe of writing, 
had affured himfelf of the fpecial concurrence and approbation of the tyrant ; — but $a 
outcry was raifed,and Camiile's wit as well as the purity of his life, were fevere rebukes 

upon the dullnefs and crimes of Robefpierre, and notwithftanding their early cpime#ipa 
Camiile was facrificed. 
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Heaven was wearied with his crimes, and his fall aftonifhed by its rapidity even thofe 

who had fludied his plans the mo ft attentively and were placed nearefl to his intrigues. 
The my fiery of his ambition will never beperfedtfy understood ; it may be doubted if he 
ever poffefled a confident, entrufted with his final intentions ; his foul dwelt in folitude, 
and thereceffes of his confcience feem to have been illuminated only by the torch of the 
furies, and by the gloomy flashings of their pale flames. The part he took for fix weeks 
before* his fall while heabfented himfeif from the fitting of the committee of public fafety, 
cannot be fatisfaftorily explained. He was indeed prefent there by Couthon, and St. Juft, 
two- men wholly devoted to him. There appears reafon to believe however, that his ab- 
fence was connected with fome immenfe plan of maflacre or defpotifm. The period mult 
have appeared to him not very remote when the people would no longer endure profcrip- 
tions and executions without remorfe and without end, and that a general explofion on 
the fide of patriotic juftice, would annihilate the tyranny and the tyrant. Could he have 
blindly conceived the audacious hope of overthrowing the power of the committee of pub- 
Kc fafety, as he had undermined the convention ; and by their deftruftion remove the only 
appearance that remained of a co-diftin&ion above the nation. It is remarkable that dur- 
ing the fix weeks of his abfence the executions were doubled* But he did not ceafe all 

this period to direct the fecret operations of the police. It is difficult to imagine how he 

could difplay fo little prudence, in his plan of attack ; hew he could fufFer it to be pene- 
trated before he had fecured its progrefs by preparation, by well concerted difpofitions. 

■ — He was confufed by the rapidity of the affault 5 and this rapidity was itfelf determined by 

' the circumftances of the moment. He was overthrown when the conteft was fcarcely 
begun. It was not thus that he conduced himfeif to overthrow the Girondifts, Cir- 
cumfpeft and prudent movements had preceded the profcription of the 31ft of May, 
1793 — In 1794, he relied too much upon the terror he had infpired ; he mifcalculated 
the fuccours he expe&ed from the municipality and the Jacobins. At a moment that every 
thing bent, before him, and that he had arrived at the arrogance of reftriftipg his fpeeches 
from being publi/hed until he had fanttioned them by a perufal, he was on the verge of 
deftruftion— Providence when it will fport with thofe coloflbfes of pride, overwhelms 
them with a breath, and points out to weak man the folly of proftrating. themfelves before 
an idol of their own creation. 

The municipal officers and others, who excited the infurre&ion in favour of Robe- 

fpierrewere tried on the thirtieth of July, and between fixty and leventy of themfuffered 
death. The vacancies in the committee of public fafety were filled up by Efchafferiaux 

the elder, Tallien, Thuriot, Breard, Laloi, and Trielhard, the following old members 

being retained, Carnot, Collot, Barrere, Billaud, Lindet, and Prieur ; the laft of thefe 
and Jean Bon St. Andre were fent on mifiionby Robefpierre, with a view to obtain lull 
power in the committee, the other five however adhered* clofely to each other, and ha- 
ving the majority over Robefpierre, Couthon and Su Juft,. had not only the means of 
fecuring their immediate fafety, but of forming: that confpiracy which overthrew the 

ufurper. * - 

It was alfo regulated that one fourth of the committee fhould go out in- rotation 
v monthly. On the thirtieth Barras who had been appointed to the command of the ar- 
med force refigned his appointment, fignifying that as tranquillity was perfectly reftored 
his powers were no longer necefiary. Congratulations poured in from all, parts of 

the republic on the events of the ninth of Thcrmidor, and from all the armies* 
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very little exception now henceforward characterifed the convention 5 

and conformably to this difpofition they proceeded to diffolve and new-model the revo- 
lutionary tribunal. The prifons were alfo opened in fucceflion, and the cafes of different 
prifoners examined by commiflioners. On the firft of Auguft the indefatigable Barrere 
prefented anew plan of government, to exift until a conftitution fliould be regularly for- 
med, digefted, and voted 5 and on the fifth his propofition was moulded into a decree 
which was as follows ; — , . 

I. The committee of public fafety fliall affurae the name of tc The central committee 
of government." It fliall be cotnpofed of twelve members, to be renewed every month^ 
and not eligible again till after the interval of a month. 

II. This committee fliall be under the direct infpeftion of the " commiflion pf foreign 
affairs/ 1 and cannot difpofe of any of the public funds except for the fecret fervices of 
government. For this purpofe it fhall have upon the national treafury a credit of ten 
millions. The credit which it had formerly, and is hitherto unemployed, is hereby 
withdrawn. 

III. The committee of furety and fuperintendance fhall take the name of u The com- 
mittee of general police of the republic*" It fhall confifl of fifteen members : it fliall,. 
independently of the convention, have alone the power of arrefting citizens. For iffu- 

ing warrants of arreft again It public fun&ionaries, it fhall act in concert with the com* 

mittee charged with the fuperintendance of the adminiltration to which fuch functionary 
may belong. 

IV. It fhall neither fend to trial thofe who have been arretted, nor liberate thofe 
fentenced by the popular commiflions, without being in concert with the central com- 
mittee oi government, 

V. The commiflion of civil affairs, of police, and the tribunals, fliall make to it a daily 
report of the police and interior fecurity of the republic. 

VI. It fliall have, under its immediate infpe&ion, the police and armed force of Paris, 
the revolutionary tribunal, the committees of fuperintendancce of the republic, and the 

popular commiflions. 

VII. The national treafury fhall credit it for nine hundred thoufand livres, for extraor* 

dinary and fecret expences- 

VI1L . A fifth part of the members of the committee fhall be changed every month, 

and not re-eligible for the interval of one month. 

IX. . All other committees, or commiflions of the convention, now in exiftence, are 
abolifhed. 

X. The following twelve committees fhall be eftabliflied r 

1. One to fuper intend the commiflion of agriculture and arts, compofed of five 
members — 2, One of public inftru&ion, of five members. — 3. Of commerce and pro* 
vifions, five members. — 4. Of sranfports, port-offices, and poft-houfes, five members. 
5* Of arms and powder, fix members. — 6. Of the movements of the armies, fix mem- 
bers. — 7. Of the marine and colonies, five members* — 8. Of public fuccour, five 
members. — 9. Of public works, five members. — -io- For the fuperintendance of the 
public expences and revenues, there fliall be four fe&ions. The firfl, confifling of five 
members, fliall fuperintend the commiflion of the public treafury , the fecond uf ten 

members, , the national revenues j the third of ten, . members, the general liquidation 5 
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fourth of 



A committee of 



fhall 



of civil adminiftrations, the police, and the tribunals, according to the report of the 
tribunals and adminifirative bodies, fhall be charged with the revifion and claffification 
•of the laws, and the details refpefting the territorial divifions of the republic, — 12. A 
committee of infpe&ors of the proces-verbeaux^ confiding of fifteeen members, is charged 
with fuperintending the tranfcriptions of the convention in its offices and archives, the 
national prefs, and the commiflion of civil adminiftration. 

XL There fhall aifo be a committee of infpettors of the hall, compofed of fifteen 
members, exclufively charged with the police within the limits of the convention, the 
committees, and the national garden- It fhall regulate the expences of, the national 
convention, and its archives, as well as thofe of the committees ; alfo, the travelling 

expences of the reprefentatives of the people fent to the departments or the armies- 
. XII. It fhall verify and adjuft the accounts relative to the aforefaid expences and the 
refolution of that committee, declaring its verification of the expences of the reprefen- 
tatives of the people, amounting to fuch a fum, fhall be allowed as admiflion of that 

account. 

* XIII. The national treafury fhall give it credit for three millions, to be employed in 
fuch expences in the aforefaid payments ; and all former credit, hitherto unemployed, is 
withdrawn. 

XIV. Every executive commiffion fhall give a daily account of its proceedings to the 
committee charged with its inlpe&ion, and fhall propofe to it the difficulties to be fur- 

and the means of removing them. It fliall alfo fubmit for the approbation of 
the committee, the agents nominated for the execution of its orders. 

The commiflioners fhall every day lay before the committee for infpe&ing the 
public . expenditure and revenue, a detailed account of the expences incurred in the courfe 

•of the ; day. 

- XVI. The committees fhall dire&ly propofe to the convention all legiflative obje&s, 
after having previoufly communicated them to the central committee of government. 
They : fhall concert with that committee, through -the medium of one of its members, 
who fliall be charged to report the executive obje&s difcuifed in the committees. 

XVII. All executive obje&s fhall be definitively fettled by the central committee of 
government which fliall be refponfible for the refolutions it may take. 
' Thefe refolutions fliall be figned by at leaft fix members in the central committee, and 
by the commiffioner of the committee who fliall make the report. 
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XIX. In cafes of urgency where expedition Is required, the central committee of 
government may call upon one or more of the committee charged with the fuperinten- 
dance of the matter in queftion, and the refult of their deliberation fhall be carried 

into execution But the members who fhall aflift in fuch deliberations fhall make an 

immediate report of it to the general committee. 
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XX. The convention mail itfelf nominate the reprefentatives of the people, to be fent 
on any commiflion ; the generals, the members of the executive commiflion, the members 
of the revolutionary tribunal, and popular commiflions, on the propofition of the central 
committee of government, united with the committee charged with what relates to that 
particular object. 

XXI. The national convention alone has power to recall the reprefentatives of the 

people fent upon commiffions. 

The central committee of government, in concert with the committee charged with that 
particular affair, may remove the generals, the members of the executive commiffions, 
and other public functienaries, of which a report is to be made to the convention. 

XXII. All the committees (hall have a fifth of their members changed every month, 

XXIII. All the committees and commiffions within the convention (hall continue to 
exercife their functions till the committees that are to replace them are perfectly organized . 

On the fifteenth of Auguft citizen James Monroe, ambaffador from the United States 
of America, was introduced to the convention and delivered his credentials with a prefa- 
tory fpeech ; of which notice (hall be taken in a feparate examination of the differences 
which at that time and fubfequently arofe to an alarming height between the two repub- 
lics. On the eighth of September citizen Reybaz from the republic of Geneva was alfo 
received, and the flags of tbefe two republics were ordered to be difplayed in the hall of 
the convention with the national colours, 

On the twenty fixth of September Freron delivered a long difcourfe on the liberty of 
the prefs, and concluded by fome forcible obfervations on the unjuft feverity of penal 
laws in the moft civilized nations — " The revolutionary tribunal," faid he, and 
the general police, require all your attention. The police of ignorant and barbarous 
nations is imprifcnment ; and their juftice, death. Among nations enlightened on the 
focial art, in governments acquainted with the nature of man, a ikilful and weil-diftribu- 
ted vigilance renders^iiumerous and cruel punifliments unneceffary ; and penalties well 
apportioned to the degrees of guilt, render the punimment of death more terrible from 
being rare. What contempt has been affected among us for thefe maxims ! Into what 
errors has this contempt led us ! Let experience, which has coft us fo dear, bring us 
back to thofe eternal principles which the genius of Montefquieu and Beccaria draw from 
the hiftory of ages. Let us think with them, that the terror of punimment is loft in its 
frequency \ and that to make death be feared we muft feldom inflict it. It is not the axe 
which is always falling, but the axe which is always ready to fall, on which the imaging 
tion and the eye dare not fix. Multiplied puniftnnents, by rendering criminals more def- 
parate, may deftroy in the minds of a whole people, thole tender and fublime affections, 
that exquifite feeling of humanity, which are the principle, the end, and the perfection of 
all the focial virtues. I move that you order your committees of legiflation ro prefent a 
plan of active police and vigilance, which may keep inceffantly under the eyes of the 

magiftrate all thofe whofe manner of living or converfing may excite fufpicion. It is the 

weaknefs, the difbrder, and the floth of government, that fill the prifons. • A govern- 
ment of order, vigilance, and energy, makes fociety itfelf the guardian of fociety ; 
without fcreening from punimment thofe who are the jutt objects of it. Good patroles 

prevent bloody battles. Patroles may be a meafure of police as well as of military 
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vigilance ; and perhaps, if properly organized, the belt fitted for a revolutionary govern- 
ment." This fpeech was ordered to be printea. 

The concert which had been fo decifive againft Robefpierre, had not yet fatisfied the: 
minds of many of the members. On the twenty-ninth of Augufl Lecointre of Verfailles r 
produced an accufation againft: Barrere, Gollot d'Herbois, Vadier, BiUaud Varennes,. 
Amar, and David, The charges were generally of aiding or conniving at the crimes of 
Robefpierre. Bourdon of Oife defended the members, and the accufation was deemed 
defamatory. 

On the 10th of September, an attempt was made to aflaffinate Tallien ; as he returned 
from the convention about twelve at night, he was accofted by a man in a furred great 
coat and round hat — " Come villain, 1 have ftaid for thee a long time 1" he exclaimed, 
and then (truck him with his fift, at the fame time difcharging a piftol, the ball from which 

penetrated Tal lien's (houlder. The wound proved flight and he was enabled to refume his 
fun&ions. The aflaffian efcaped. This attempt was charged on the Jacobins, which 
after having been {hut up by Legendre had been opened again by Billaud Varennes, and 
Tallien was confidered as one of the late accufers of Billaud and the reft. This circum> 
ftance caufed that club to be fhortiy after (hut up intirely. 

Efchafferiaux, on the 7th of September, in the name of the committee charged with, 
the revilal of the laws againft emigrants, fubmitted their report to the convention. Upon 
this it was decreed, that " all perfons of the following defcriptions are emigrants. Firft, 
all Frenchmen who quitted the territory of the republic fince the ift of July 1789, and did 
not return into it by the 9th of May 1792 ; or having abfented themfelves from the place 
ot their refidence on the 9th of May 1792, or fmce that day, and cannot prove that they 
have refided uninterruptedly within the territory of the republic fince that period. 

" Every pexfon, who having enjoyed the rights of a French citizen, although born in 
a foreign' country, or having two houfes, one in France, and the other in any foreign ter- 
ritory, who (hall not in a fimilar way eftabiifh the proofs of his refidence fince the 9th of 
May 1792* Every perfon fhali alfo be deemed an emigrant, who (hall be convided of 
quitting, during the invafion of foreign powers, the part of the territory of the republic 
not invaded, and of having retired into that occupied by the enemy. Laftly, a refidence 
in the territory united to the republic, prior to the proclamation of the re-union, cannot 
be urged as an excufe-" 

In the fame fitting, Fayau propofed, that fuch citizens as were not owners* of land's, and 

fuch, as were po'fleffed of but fmall portions, might be enabled to obtain certain allot- 
men ts, for which they (hould account at the end of twenty years ; " becaufe," faid the 
orator,. c * when the national domains are all put up. to public fale, they inevitably become 
the property of the monied part of the community,-" Barrere fupported! the good in- 
dention of Fayau, and propofed that the committee of public fuccour fhould point out a 
new clafs of citizens worthy of fearing the favours of the republic, viz, married men des- 
titute of fortune, from twenty-five to fifty years of age. It was alfo his opinion, that 
work {hops feould be opened for the reception of poor artifans out of employment. He- 
deprecated the idea of beholding commifiaries and contraftors ere&ing, colofial fortunes* 
out of the money which they had plundered from the public, and wifhed that the com- 
mittee of domains would profent the plan of a decree,, enatting, that the property of the* 
emigrants Ihould be fold in. fmall portions,, fo that it could not be monopolized by monied. 

jnen, but might be feared among the real friends to :he community — men. of fmall "fortunes*. 
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On the 19th 1 of September, fome meafures were adopted to prevent too great an influx: 

of firangers to •Paris ; and on the following day,- a very ample report on the ftate of 
France was prefented in the name of the committees of public and general fafety; and of 
legiflation, by Robert Lindet. 

" When a nation defires to be free, it is not enough/ 5 fays the reporter, " that the- 
peoplewilh to be fo j they muft be ftrong enough to refift the coalition of defpots, and 
to make their liberty be acknowledged and refpe&ed. At this period 1,200,000 citizens 
in arms, who form the advanced guard of the defenders of liberty, fweep the frontiers* 
of Spain, the Palatinate, and the Netherlands. Every thing yields to their courage; 
the enemies (adds he) of the republic, ftruck with terror, fiy to their places of re- 
treat, accufe their chiefs and their tyrants, and murmur fecret prayers for fhe fuccefs- 
of their conquerors ; nations facrificed to the pride of kings, alone feel the calamities of 
war, and fee in the French the avengers of the rights of man. A formidable marines- 
united and wifely dire&ed, renders impotent the fury of the enemies of France, prepares 
the ruin of their commerce, and promifes the freedom of the feas to Gaul. The na- 
tions who had been wife enough to refift the infinuations of the courts of Vienna and 
London, hear and repeat the vi&ories of the republic. The enemies of the French 
no longer alk whether they have a government. They know, that to maintain the moft 
numerous armies, to cover the ocean with fhips of war, to fight and vanquifli by fea and 
land, to bring into their ports the commerce of the world, is to govern. The means 
that France ufed to attain this height of glory were — When liberty and equality were 
folemnly proclaimed, every Frenchman felt that he had a country, and for that country 
was ready to .facrifice himfelf. They recalled to the minds of men that they are all" 
equal in rights, that they are all brothers. What a fpe&acle — what an example for 
oppreffed nations and for, pofterity is that of a people facrificing every day to their 
country at the price of their labour, their clothing, and their fubfiftence j regardlefs of 
themfeives, and renewing to-day the Sacrifices they had yefterday made; Sacrifices, which 
nothing but experience could induce us to believe within the limits of human power! 
The enemies of the French republic had been fo numerous, fo widely fpread, fo many 
means'of infinuating themfeives into the adminiftration, the popular focieties, and even 
into their families, that every citizen was obliged to confider himfelf as a centinel ftationed 
at his poll. The evils which the commune of Nantz had lately fuffered, refounded in 
every ear. This citadel of the Weft fuftained a fiege of more than fifteen months ; it 
combatted the rebels and the banditti ; it preferved to the republic an important place*. 

and the navigation of the Loire. 

<c The army and the navy, with the fervices requifite for them, had taken from agri- 
culture and the ufeful profeflions more than a million and an half of citizens, and in the 
multiplicity of her dangers and fervices employed for the republic more on the whole 
than fix millions of men, difperfed over the various communes, independent of the 
confumption occafioned by great numbers being colle&ed in one place. 

" While the revolution was fo powerfully agitating the minds of Frenchmen ; while- 
invincible courage, the moral qualities of natural men, the civic virtues, were railing" 
them above themfeives, vice too was making rapid advances. Men were feen who 
embraced the revolution only for. the fake of the crimes they hoped to commit', and the 

private advantages they expe&ed to derive from it, They wiihed not for equality of ' 

p 
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rights ; they aimed only at the confounding of fortunes, they hoped to fquander or 
accumulate the wealth of others* .Errors, abufes of power, arbitrary afts, are evils 
iftfeparable from a great revolution- . , . 

" Some weeks before the army had marched into Weft Flanders, this country, full of 
fortrefles, was covered with the forces of the allied powers. All the fortreffes fell into 
the hands of the French, and the capitulation of Oftend'and Nieuport deprived the Eng- 
lifh of every communication with the. Belgians. The republicans prepared before Char- 
leroy the fuccefs which was to crown them next day in the plains of Fleurus. A new 
mode of ta&ics reftored Namurto them. .They forced the Auftrians to retreat. They 

entered Liege* where they made a fuccefsful conqueft. They broke the fceptre of a prieft, 

and the chains with which a defpot bound his fellow men. At this period all the banks 
of the Rhine refounded with the vi&ories of republicans. The armies of the Mofelle 
and the Rhine united, put the Auftrians and Pruffians to flight, reftored the communica- 
tion with Landau, and fecured the Palatinate. Collioure and Port Vendre, in the fouth, 

were occupied by the Spaniards for a moment, only to give new eclat to the arms of France, 
and- exhibit the bift troops of Spain compelled to renounce the honours of war, and lay 

down their arms. The valltes of Boffon and Lorrain fupplied the Gallic foldiers for fe- 

veral months. Fontarabia and St. Sebaflian gave the republic ports that fecure the navi- 
gation of the gulph- Spain loft founderies and. manufactories of .arms, which would have 
been an eternal fource of jealoufy, if they had been preferved." Such was the ftatt of 

France, as reported on the 20th of September. 

The fame day the convention paffed fcveral decrees., ordering . that the committee of 
public inftruction fliould. draw up, every decade, a paper of inftru&ion, the object of 
which fhould be to revive the love of labour, to confirm the citizens in the principles of 
morals and attachment to their duties,*tQ; remind them of the grand events of the revolu- 
tion, and to lay before them the advantages of the ufeful arts and fciences, Thefe papers 
were ordered to be fent to all the communes, to be read every decade v in the place of meet- 
ing of the general afTembly,;to which fathers, mothers, and their children, fhould be call- 
ed and incited to repair. The reading to be followed ; by hymns of liberty* " The na- 
tional convention, defirous of accelerating the period at which an uniform mode of in- 
ftruction may be eftablifhed over all the republic, alfo order its commirtee of public in- 
ftruction to prefent, within ten days, a plan of -regulation for fchoals, to which (hall be 
called the beft informed citizens of all the diftrids, in order to be taught, by the ableft 
pjofeflbrs in aiL branches of human knowledge, the art of teaching others." 

In the month of September fome commotions took place at Marfeiiles, The principal 
occafion of it was the r defire of refcutnga perfon' of the name of Regnier, who had been 
committed to prifon there, which they effefted. The riot, however, was after this fboft 
quelled.. Regnier w>as outlawed, and: the reft of the confpirators ordered before the tri* 
bunal. 

The contefts between the patty of Tallien, and that of Barrere, Collot d'Herbois, &c. 
ftill continued to agitiate pccafionally the convention ; am! to this conteft the Giroadifts, 
who had been imprifbned or outlawed from the 31ft of May 1793, were probably in part 
indebted for their reftoration to their fund ions. On the 2 2d of October, fome of thefe 
members . were encouraged to make application to the convention for their liberty. A 

long debate enfued, which afforded but iittle profpett of a fuccefsful termination. In tht 
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courfe of the fucceeding" month, however, they renewed their application, and on the 3d 

of December they refumed their feats in the convention to the number of feventy : one* 



May 



iprifoned 



On the iath of November, Laignelet gave an account of the reafons which induced 



Jacobin club, " Paf- 



alone. While they acknowledged the good which that focietv had done, thev Ih 



hall, only from 



infringed* They were 



at the fame time of opinion, that popular focieties might be permitted under proper jre- 

ftri&ions, becaufe they are inherent in a republican government ; but they could not 



Jacobin 



popular. The Jacobins 
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tefted and fupportec! while they vied in virtue, and not in power, with legitimate autho- 
rity. If they were not now what they formerly were 5 the true friends of the people would 

fee that they had attempted to vilify and degrade the convention- It is necefFary (added 
the reporter) to remind the reprefentatives of the people, of principles that ought to be 
-engraven on their hearts. In a well ordered government, two rival powers ought not to 

exift. In a republic, there muft not be a government by the fide of a government. Oa 



of 



July, the J 
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ter.; that it confidered them as the facred ark, which no unhallowed hand was permitted 
•to touch, they have continued their plan of revolt. There is but one republic, there ought 
to be but one convention. The committees, who love their country, and who wi/h to 
unite all the members of the convention, have thought it ufeful for public liberty, to ex- 
tinguilh a flame of difcord, of faction and dilfenfion. The committees were of opinion, 
that the whole people would applaud the meafure they had adopted. It never was their 
intention to attack popular focieties- They acknowledged that they had no right to fhut 
the gates but where fattionsare engendered, and civil war. Dubliclv recommenHefL 
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Thr, 



they would maintain them." This ftep of the committees met. with the warmeft appro- 
bation of the whole convention, and was alfo greatly applauded by the people at large. 

The next meafure which the convention adapted, was to bring to punifhment the per- 
petrators of the horrid cruelties in La Vendee. Carrier, a representative of the people, 
who had taken a very active part againftthe rebels in that department, was the principal 



againft him. Mis 



pi 

1 was able a 

ftruments of 



palTed 



may be juftified by the applaufe of thofe who order them, and pafs with impunity during 
the period of their predominant power, yetthey will be punifhed when that power has 
fallen into other hands. Carrier, after a long trial before the revolutionary tribunal, was 
Sentenced to death, and executed foon afterwards with two of the revolutionary commit- 
tee of Nantz, who were found participators in his crimes : the reft of the. revolutionary 
committee were acquitted. 
After the convention had, in this manner, atoned in fome degree for the cruelties 

committed by Robefpierre's party and.inftruments, they ifiueda proclamation to the hu 

Vol. JDK. 5 3 



44o HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1794, 

w 

* • » 

furgent royalifts themfelves, "which cannot but be allowed to be both politic and humane* 
and containing offers too liberal to be refufed without regarding the name of royalifts and 
that of banditti. That proclamation held out a free pardon to all who fhould depofit 
their arms in the refpedtive communes within one month after the day of its date ; pro- 
per commiflioners were fent to the rebellious departments to fee the decree made upon 
the occafion properly executed ; and it has fince appeared, that it was attended with the 
moft falutary effe&s. 

On the thirtieth of December the decree for giving no quarter to the Englifh and 

Hanoverians was repealed. The triumphs of the French arms were fo fignal at this time 
that this meafure feems to have been dictated by a magnanimous pity as well as generofity, 
for the French foldiers had been fo much at this period in the habit of purfuit, and their 
enemies of flight, that they forgot all their enmity in their triumphs, and fpared the 
Englifh and Hanoverians wherever they fell in their power out of the heat of battle. 

In the courfe of this year the ingenuity and enterprize of the French nation were dis- 
played in fome remarkable inftances. The important ufe on which the art of seroftation 
had been employed at the battle of Fleurus has been before noticed j a company of cero» 
nauts was afterwards attached to every army. 

Another invention, the telegraph from the Greek tele diftant, and graphos to write, was 

ufed with equal effect. By this machine the intelligence of the capture of Quefnoy was 
conveyed to Paris in an hour after the French troops had entered that place. The ma- 
chine is fimple, eonfi-fting of feveral pannels movable on an axis ; the number of thofe pre- 
fented to the view are the indications of particular figns previoufly agreed upon ; and the 
number of queftions or anfwers, or the figns of words or * letters may be: varied to 
infinity by the variation of the numbers or pofitrons of the pannels; One of thefe tele- 
graphs ftationed at Paris communicated the figns to another at a convenient diftant, and 
thus by a chain of fimilar machines repeating the figns or difpofitions from one to the 
other y the thing intended to be communicated is effected, without being known to any of 
the agents, but thofe who pofiefs the book containing the key to each fignj which like 

fignals at fea may be changed and varied at discretion* 

On the modes which the French have adopted for the produ&ion of fal't-petre in fucli 
quantities as to preclude the neceflity of a foreign fupply, we are not able to give an 

exatt account, as we believe they have riever been made public, One difcovery, con- 
nected with this fubje&it may be proper to notice, as it was prefented to the convention 
by the Lyceum of arts on the eleventh of September. Of that inftitution the commit- 
tee of fubfiftence had : requefted', that they would undertake fome experiment in order to 
difcover a fubftitute for grain in the fabrication of flarch ; and they found upon exami- 
nation of feveral different materials, that the fruit of the horfe-chefnut tree, freed from- 
its acrid parts by a peculiar property, would furnifh a quantity of (larch which is well 
adapted to every commercial purpofe. They carried their refearches dill farther upon 
this . hitherto ufelefs vegetable, and the refult was certainly of great importance to com- 
merce and manufa&ures. They found that, by burning the horfe-chefnut, according to 

a procefs defcribed in their memoir, from twelve and an. half ounces of cinders they were 

able to collect the amazing product of nine ounces of pot-afh of the firft quality. 

Hitherto the civil tranfa&ions of the revolution have prefented a wonderful fcene j re* 

formation progreffmg amidft diforder y and the liberty of the nation gaining ftrength and* 
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ftability in proportion to the magnitude of oppofition and danger with which it is threat- , 
ened ; often force co-operating with private confpiracy, and fa&ionfo fatal to revolutions 
only adding to the energy required to furmount oppofition ; virtue for a while purfuing its 
grand carreer, but falling under the gripe of licentioufnefs and ufurpation ; and at length 
like the phoenix rifing out of ruin, the genius of liberty and virtue affumes her reign 
more beautiful, more vigorous, and worthy of admiration. 

The importance of the civil events in the laft half year of 1794, required that they 
fhouid be detailed without interruption. The military achievements from the capture of 
Landrecy, the memorable battle of Fleurus, the fall of Tournay, the evacuation of 

Oftend, and other important places, have been already detailed, and returns of the loffes- 

of the allies, down to the firft of July. 

At that period we fliall recommence the narration of a campaign, which every mo- 
ment encreafes in intereft, and which for the valour and fuccefs with which it was carried 
on eclipfes the mo ft fplendid achievements of ancient times or previous modern, hiltory. 

The unfeeling politician who knows no principle but ambition, no happinefs but what 
is derived from the pofTeflion of power, and who never weighs the evils of war by the 

afflidlions which it caufes to millions, but by the gratification it affords to himfelf or his 

patron, may admire at leifure the bravery of the Auftrians, Pruflians, and Englifh, in 
oppofing the French revolution and invading France. But the friend of human nature 
turns with impatience from the miftakes and maclnefs of men who prefs forward as if it were 

to enjoy the pleafures of a fine fpe&acle, to fee men conteft with others whom they never 

faw, for a vittory from which they derive no advantage or fecurity, for a place which they 
never faw, or for words which they do not underftand, or things which they never can 
enjoy. The fierceft animals of prey never fight but for their food and the objects of their 
pafflons. The frequency of wars is owing to the ignorance and willing infatuation of the 
people. The contefts of the French bear another character ; they contended for the 
quiet pofTeflion of their homes againft remote invaders who had no right or intereft in 
their domeftic tranfa&ions. They fought only to be happy by means that appeared ' 

to them capable of rendering that happinefs moft diffufive and durable. Thefe are . 

obje&s to be comprehended, in thefe obje&s the meaneft and moft ignorant individual has 
a fliare, and the pooreft have the greateft {hare, becaufe the' rich poflefs means which in 
fome degree place them above the defe&s of focial inftitutions, and render even bad 
laws and&ad governments fubfervient to their riches. It is good government only that 
can fecure happinefs to the poor. Thefe are fads felf-evident* But what is to be faid of 
intelligent- beings who hire others and are hired to fpiii the blood of perfons whom they 
do not know, who have done them no injury ; — of beings who are willing to be hired to 

kill perfons againft whom they have no enmity, to gratify perfons with whom they have 
no acquaintance, for whom they have no caufe of love or even refpeft ! For perfons who 
affume the ridiculous title of their mafter or fuperior, and who bids them die to fupport 
his pretenfions or his capricious or corrupt views ! — Are there any countries in which fuch 
men of either chara&er are to be found ? Are there any in countries which like France 

have already had to fight in defence of their fire-fides ? ^ ^ 

The beginning of July was fatal to the invaders of France at all points j vi&ory fmiied 
uninterruptedly on the arms of the republic. There was no longer an enemy to face them 

in Weft-Flanders j Nieuport, Sluys, and the other fortified places were left to their own 
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ftrength, and the generals Moreau and Michaud with their divifions were left to reduce 

-them with the left wing of Pichegru's army while the centre and right purfued the 
enemy. 

On the firft of July, Jourdan with the army now called of the Sambre and Meufe, 
•drove the enemy from Mount Pallifel and defeated Cobourgnear Mons, and that place 
immediately fubmitted ; and on the third, Oudenarde, Ghent, and Tournay fubmitted 
to Pichegru. Coboutg was obliged by Jourdan to abandon St. Amand, Marchiennes, 
and Cateau, Conde, Valenciennes, Quefnoy, and Landrecy were now abandoned to 
their own ftrength. 

It is a remarkable circumflance in the hiftory of this period, that the fuccefs of the 
;army under Jourdan, and particularly the glories of the field of Fieurus, excited an en- 
mity in the bofom of Pichegru which never ceafed, and which had very unhappy though 
not the moft fatal effetts on the operations of the campaign ; this became foon vifible, 
and the commiflioners with the army therefore took upon them to direct the operations 
of the army under Jourdan themfelves. 

Cobourg next attempted to make a ftand in the foreft of Soignes, where he intrench- 
ed himfelf ftrongly. The French attacked them with the bayonet and carried all. . The 
allies loft in this a&ion, which took place on thefixth of July, 7,000 men, and with the 
miferable remains of this army Cobourg retreated in the night through Bruflels and its 
environs. He had previoufly ordered the magiftrates to enjoin the inhabitants upon 
pain of death, to confine themfelves to their own houfes, lock their doors, and even 
bar up their windows* Such was the melancholy fate of that emperor's reprefentative 
who had fo lately difplayed the fupremacy of his folly there. 

Hitherto the republicans won every ftep by invincible perfeverance ; and not a day 
pafled without fome ievere conflid or fome town furrendered ; but a&ions which oil 
other occafions would be in themfelves deemed great, were here loft in the magnitude of 
vaft and numerous vi&ories. 

The two armies now approached. The army of the north under Pichegru marched 
from Ghent on the ninth, and encamped at Eroneghem behind Aloft. On the tenth 
they encamped at Ache, and on the eleventh behind the canal of Vilvorde. On the fame 
day Jourdan with a detachment of the army of the Sambre and Meufe entered Bruflels 
and ftationed a garrifon there. The jun&ion of the two armies, was a truly fplendid 
fcene, it reprefented rather the hilarity of a civic feftival than the parade of conquering 
legions. The people of Bruflels mixed with the republicans, and a fcene of tranquil con- 
fidence and pleafure fucceeded the gloomy horrors that prevailed during the prefenceof 
the allied armies. The magazines and ftores which fell into the hands of the French in 
the courfe of their progrefs is beyond calculation ; the rich harveft of the Netherlands 
was then ripening on the ground j and contributions of corn and money* were levied on 
the corporations and the monks. 

It was not till the nineteenth that Nieuport furrendered, and a number of emigrants 
there and at Mons were executed as traitors. 

During this progrefs of the republicans, the:army under the duke of York, no longer 
able to retain its pofition at Gramont, after the fall of Ghent and Oudenard, had on the 
fourth of July began a retreat from that pofition, and about four o'clock in the afternoon 

arrived at the heights x>f Lombecke St* Catharine, The marquis Comwallis, who i&& 
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been fent by the Englifh miniftry with a view to perfuade the king of Pruflia to entrufc 

the command of his army to the marquis, had now returned without fuccefs to join the 
duke of York, and accompanied the army on their retreat from Gramont to Antwerp, 
where he left them on the tenth of July, thinking his prefence and advice no longer 
capable of advancing the fervice. At this time lord Moira who was at Aloft, had his 
out-pofts attacked on the fixth by the republicans, and the pickets being driven in, the 
French penetrated to the town, they were afterwards repulfed ; but Moira was obliged 
to retreat and joined the duke of York on the eighth, who had left Lombecke on the 
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front of the canal of Louvain leading from Bruffels to Antwerp, were attacked and driven 
into Mechlin, which the French attacked but were repulfed. On the fifteenth Pichegru 
renewed the attack ; the allies were ftrongly entrenched behind the canal, between it and 
Malines, which the Englifh troops aifo occupied with all the ground between the canal 
and the river Dyle ; they .were forced in all points, and the French were fo eager to come 
into aftion, that finding the delay in paffing by the ordinary ways too great, threw them- 
felves into the water and fwam acrofs, attacking the enemy with the bayonet as they 
landed. They purfued them into Malines, and the allies fled from Mechlin ; at the 
former place the gate ot Louvain was blocked up by great piles of fire- wood to cover 
their retreat, but the French fcaled the wails and purfued the fugitives along the caufe- 
way towards Antwerp, which was now alfo deemed a dangerous pofition. In this action 
the French 'took a considerable number of cannon and fmali arms, and feverai prifoners ; 
they however loft an able officer, general" Proteau. Their advance guard purfued the 
enemv to Neethe, and drove the allies behind that river. Lord Moira left the army for 
England on the twentieth and took his leave of the troops in public orders — Tne duke 
of York continuing in tiie neighbourhood of Antwerp only to keep the republicans in 
.check, while the Dutch repaired their fortifications. 

The prince of Cobourg at this time informed the duke of York by letter, that he 
meant to have "given battle to the French, had not the Dutch fallen back, and left the 
army too weak to attempt it. In this letter he fays, fpeaking of the allies — " We 
feera to be bewitched" ; an expreffion that marks the confufion and diibrder that pre- 
vailed. 

The prince of Orange had in the beginning of the month taken poft at W aterloo, and 
was at firft fucefsful in repelling the French. But he was foon after compelled to aban- 
don his poft, and attempted to make a (land at the canal of Louvain, but on the fix- 
teenth he was driven acrofs the Dyle, and took poft forborne time at Nyle, while the 
ftadtholder alarmed for his fafety folicited the Dutch by inceflant proclamations to make 
a levy of every tenth man in the United Provinces ; but without the leaft effett, the 
majority of the people were attached to the French, and the reft were either plunged in 



deipair or indifference. 

The left wing of jourdan's army, under Kleber, 
to Louvain and Judoi^ne, thofe places fubmitted on th 



delay 



Morlet 



menr, advanced in front of the Dyle. At the iron mountain the unfortunate Clairfait 
attempted to make a ftand againft Kleber, but was completely defeated with the lofs ia 

killed, wounded, and prifoners, of fixthoufand menj Lefebre and Dubois meanwhile 

Vol. IV, 5 T 
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had feized the important pofition of the abbey of Flprjval. Lefebre while; Loav^in was 

inverted drove the Auftrians from Tirlemont. 

It was the intention of the allies at firft to defend Nsimur, a.nd to form a line of defence 
from thence to Antwerp ; but the republicans had anticipated the defign, and by incef- 
fant attacks totally difconcerted the plan. And Namur was abandoned by general. 
Beauiieu on the fixteenth of July, leaving behind two hundred men who furrendered the 
citadel and garrifon on the firft fummqns. Jordan difpatched the keys of this fortrefs 
to the convention on the twentieth. 

The important paflage of Lier, where general Walmoden was ported, was forced 
nearly about the fame time; and on the twenty^third the army of the north proceeded 
towards. Antwerp, and fent a trumpeter to inform the inhabitants of their intention to 
vifit them the fvicqeeding morning — The Englifh did not wait for the republicans, who 
entered the place at eleven o'clock the next day, and took polfeflion of the town and 
citadel without oppofuion. The Englifh previous to their departure fet fire to their 
magazines of forage,, and deftroyed in' different kinds of (lores; according to their own 
account, to the amount of half a million Jlerling ! The French account ftates that they 
took immenfe magazines, efpecially of hay undeftroyed, befide thirty pieces of brals 
artillery. 

The retreat of the Auftrians* from Louvainleft open the territory of .I4eg$, to Jour- 
dan, who loft no time in their purfuit, aiid prerted the enemy clofely towards Maeftricfrtv 
His advance guard proceeded towards the Jaar, and oft the twenty-feventh of July (the 
memorable ninth of Thermidor) entered Tongres and Liege. The allies refilled for 



fome time before the latter place and kept up a heavy cannonade, but the republican 

charge, fays general Ernouf, put them to flight; and the French were received with the 
•greatefl rejoicing in the town, the inhabitants having taken arms and attacked the Auk 
trians at the fame time. The allies in their retreat obftinately defended the bridge acrofs 
the Meufe while the main body retreated to the heights of Chartreux, \vhere they had 
formed an entrenched camp ; this pofition alio commanded the bridge, and they opened 
feverai batteries upon it and bombarded the town at the fame time, and with a petty 
fpirit of revenge deftroyed both their friends and the peaceable neutral citizens. It was 
now neceffary that the armies of the republic fhould turn their attention to the fortreffes, 
in the rear, before they proceeded farther beyond the frontier. They therefore halted, 
and the Auftrians took poffeffion of the opppfite banks of the Meufe from Ruremond 
to Maeftricht, the latter place being, protected by a covering army. The Englifh and 
Putch, having retired beyond Breda, were encamped at Ofterwift, and its environs, a 
corps polled at Ludhoven keeping open their communication, 

About this period Lillo was evacuated, and general Moreau who had taken Nieuport 
on the eighteenth, executed one of the boldeft enterprifes of the campaign- It being re- 
folved to' lay fiege to Sluys, it was neceffary to the complete inveftment of tl^tat place 
that the republicans fhould make tjhemfelyes mafters of the iflstnd of Cadfand. This 
part of the enterprise prefented the naqft discouraging obftacles,. The only apparent 
in^ans by which it could be approached wa? a very narrow caufeway, inundated on both, 
£des, and commanded by fourteen pieces of cannon. With fujtable materials, a ; bridge 
inight be thrown acrofs the fi;rait of Cofchifche, but 3\forea : u had no pontoons; all bi$. 

iei^ce?, we$e ^ f<?w boat?,, qf wlftcfe it m& TOQ^bie to £or : m a feridgs, Hhs v^o.f of 
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thetroops ftood in the place of other means; the arms and ammunition were put into 
the few boats, numbers of the foldiers were towed acrofs, and others fwam; they made 
good their landing in the face of numerous and formidable batteries, and took the place, 
with ninety pieces of cannon, one third of them brafs, a great quantity of ammunition, and 
two hundred pr if oners. The garrifon of Sluys had been fummoned in July, by general 
Almain, but the commander Vander Dugn returned an anfwer remarkable for itsbrevity 
and fpirit" — " The honour of defending Sluys, that of commanding a brave garrifon, and 
" the confidence they repofe in me, are my anfwer." — This gallant officer refifted till 
the iwenty-fifth of Auguft, when honourable terms were granted ; the garrifon were 
made prifoners of war, but marched out with the honors of war, " In the teftimony 
(fays Moreau) of the. fine defence they made." 

The efforts of the ftadtholder to raife the Hollanders, had been copied by the prince 
of Cobourg ; who iffued to the Germans the following exhortation, which exhibits at 
once their nopelefsnefs, and the defparate refolution which had been taken to deftroy all the. 
country rather than fuffer it to be conquered. 

M German Brothers and Friends, — Our valorous armies have juft quitted the fertile 
plains, in which they have fuflained the moft fevere combats during three bloody cam- 
paigns, for the prefervation of your property, the repofe of your lives, the fecurity of 
your fields, the maintenance of your religion, the happinefs of your children,, the 
riches of your flourifhing provinces, and to fave thofe provinces from ruin and complete 
annihilation. — Plains in which they maintained, at the expence of their blood which has 
flowed for three fucceflive years, the glory of their arms, by the facrifice of their lives 
and of their means ; while they facrificed thofe deareft ties which attach men of diftant 
nations, not lefs than yourfelves, to their homes and their country; and while they 
voluntarily renounced all the domeftic happinefs they had a right to expeft. 

" The inexhauftible refources of a nation in a (late of furor, which fports with the 
life and happinefs of man, with religion, with the duties, and the bands of civil fociety ; 
its innumerable cohorts which are led to Daughter by their tyrants, and who, by lavifli- 
ing their blood, purchafe the fleeting fhadow of an imaginary liberty ; the a&ivity of a 
blinded people, who would not Iiften to the approach of danger any more than to the 
paternal voice of their good prince ; the fecret practices, which we hardly know* by what 
name to call, of feveral of their ambitious reprefentatives, men of whom, this very peo- 
ple fee, now too late, and abhor, the authors of their unbounded and uhc^alTing mifety> 
-r-Ali thefe caufes have forced our armies to retreat to your frontiers.. '* ... 

iC It is. there that they are now polled, — weakened, but hot vanqujfljed fatigued 
an unequal conteft, — but not humbled by difcouragement^ nor fubduetf , by defpair. It 
is there that they form, as it were; an advanced wall of defence for th£ Germaniq.lib*. 

erty; to a£t as a rampart for your religion, your laws, and your families.. The Meufe 

is a line of feparation between the total lofs and the prefervation, between the overthrow; 

and the maintenance of all thefe; between mifery and happipefsl " Rife then, German. 

brothers and friends! On you will depend the making it poffible for your deliverers to. 

live or die for your defence. T, myfelf a German, prince, full, of folicitude, not lefs. 

for the fafety of my country, ' than the prefervation of my warriors—-I call, upon you/ 

Procure us fubflftence, bring us\provifions from our magazine^* 

to-us; thefe -painful Succours you fecureat the fame time your approaching harveft.— »• 
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Share with us your favlngs. — To obtain what we want, employ the treafures of your 

churches. Give your utenfiis and vafes of filver to the emperor, for the pay of your 



intereft for the pecuniary aids you have thus procured, Replace the refources of Belgium, 
which .have been cut off from us, and now flow for our enemies. Nurfe and relieve 
with a folicitude full of charity our fick and wounded. 



Mofelle 



fel 



our convoys I 



Watch over our magazines ! Rife by thoufands, and fight with us for your altars, for 



We 



We 



pofitions at our backs, you will guard your own confines. Afluredly, German citizens, 
we are not deceived with refpett to you ; we have repofed our confidence in the good 
fenfe of Germans; we truft to the hearts and the blood of the German nation. For 
three years your emperor has borne the heavy burden, and diftant nations have fought for 
your, defence. You yourfelves muft fee that your turn to take arms is how come. Then 
1, as commander in chief of a faithful, approved, and courageous army, promife in the 
name of my troops — To lpare you we will obferve a rigorous discipline ; for your happi- 
nefs we will flied the laft drop of our blood ; as we have fought for you, we will die for 
you ; and never fhall the free, the happy Germany, bow down the head beneath the fteel 
of the. Guillotine— Never fhall her peaceful inhabitants exchange their generous morals, 
their tranquil fimplicity, their guardian laws of property, their confoling religion, for the 
licentioufnefs, the calumniating fpirit, the iegalized fyftem of fpoil, the incredulity, im- 
pofed by force, of the French. 

" But if, oh the other hand, you fhould be fo unfortunate, like thofe inhabitants of 
the Belgic provinces, who now groan in the bofom of. calamity, deprived of their property, 
their liberty, their altars, as to fufler yourfelves to be milled by lecret leducers, we fhait 
find ourfelves obliged to repafs the Rhine, to leave you a prey to your enemies, and to 
withdraw. from you, without ceremony, whatever the enemy might find among you for 
their fubfiftence. (Signed} The prince of ' Cobourg, Field- marflial. 



of their 



" Done at our headquarters, at Foron-le-Comple, July 30, 1794 
' The armies of the Rhine and Molelle, were not " 
brethren. On the 12th of July, general Michaud attacked the Pruflians near Edickhof- 
feii ; and to favour the operations in that quarter, advanced a corps at the fame time upon 
the Auftrians before Spires, the conteft was long and bloody, and both parties claimed the 
yi&tiry. I'he French general of divifion Laboiffiere, by venturing too far, was taken pri- 
loner. On the following day the French under general Defaix made a falfe attack with 
ffi'e right wing df the fame army, while the main body of the Pruflians was attacked with 
renewed vigor ; the battle lafted from early in the morning till nine at night ; . and De- 
faix meanwhile had! taten pofleflionof Frefchbach and Freimerfheim. At the fame time 



braffault 



Meign 



f , the mountain under the general 

attacked and carried 



on Platoberg, the higheft mountain in the .territory of Deux Ponts. The attack on this 

place was feyen times renewed before it was carried ; . nine guns, befides ammunition, 
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-waggons^ Tibrfes/and -a^uttibdr of prifonets, 'W«s -taken by the republicans. The "rPruf- 
fiati .^etteraH OPfatiwas killed m the -a&ion, aftd<iwo Others Wotffi'&rd. The remainder of 
the corps 'Under 'Hohenloe Teftired rat ^midnight -to Edfckh'tffFeti- 

— On tlit fourteenth -'the French -'attacked ' the cwtpofts at Tripftadt and drove them in ; 
the allies were intren^ : Sfid the cdfiteft became 'fha^p and bloody, 

but. by their irfual ^prefeverattce f they -took -from the allies -fix 'field-pieces and two 'how- 
itzers; ? their lofs was three hundred mehr; but tfbatof the allies was more -confid era- 
ible, as Nloreaii ; fays— " raiihy of thfc enemy wsre cut to pieced in their flight, and the 
number very great i mdeed; ,> - 

On the afternoon of the -fifteenth the Ffetich 'repeated their attack 'on the \Vhole /chain 
of pofts from Neuftadt to the Rhine, along the Rbeb&eh, From two o'clock till eight 
the cannonade continued without intermiffion, and the republicans were at length victo- 
rious; in the night the Auftrians retreated with great precipitation. The imperia lifts 
paffed the Rhine, and the Pruffians under Hohenloe tetreated to Gunterfblum by way 
rof Dorcheim- Another corps'of Pruffians took'the-road of Winweiller towards; Mentz, 
The French were computed to have loft four hundred men in thefe a&ions ; but Keifer- 

-flautern was abandoned to the republicans. 

The army of the Mo'felle proceeded on the fifth of Auguft in three columns with a pro- 
inifetomeetat the fame 'hour ; of a given ; day at Treves. The column under general Am- 
bert took the route along the right bank of the Mofelle between that river and Luxem- 
bourg ; general Rena'ud to ; fhe right of the Saar ; and the third column advanced in the 
centre between the Saar and Mofdk. The cbluriins encountered and defeated feveral 
Ttaall parties in their toute, always charging with the bayonet; the Auftrians driven 
from Renich, took refuge in Luxembourg, from whence they ware alio driven. The 

column of the left obtained a very important victory, The mountain Verte lb famous 
in hiftory, at the foot of which the tyrant Louis XIV. loft fifteen thoufand men in one 
day; at the foot of which the French had been defeated by 'treachery in thelafi: cam- 
paign, was now occupied by the Auftrians ; ftrong by nature, by art, pallifadoed with 
camion, and the principal defence of Treves; the word \vas given the Aiiftriahs Occupy 
the mountain I— The charge was made and bayonets alone were oppofed to fhowers of bsni* 
and bombs.-— It was taken. The three columns united on the eighth on an^immenfe 
plain, and immediately by an inftantaneous evolution frit-rounded Treves on every fide. 
One of the columns entered the city in the evening, the enemy having haftily evacuated 
it upon the intimation of their approach, and fled to Coblentz. The magiftrates tfiit - 
the French in their tobes at the gates, And prefented them the keys, congratulated thefti - 

on their fuccefs, and declared that they were glad to receive them. An Englifh writer 
fpeaking of this army fays — <s They had no iboner entered Treves, than as ufual they 
eftablifhed a municipality ; they broke in upon no property whatever, and left the dif- 
ferent-corporations, and all civil and religious inftitutions as they found them." The 
city provided an hundred thoufand rations of bread for the army the next day ; and the 
republicans pofted troops on the heights, fo that they now commanded befide Treves, 
the rivers Saar and Mofelle and a great patt of the ele&orate. ; 
• The goodeffefts of the fyftem which fucceeded the fanguinary tyranny of Robefpierre 
was foon vifible in France, nor was it confined to the republic but extended to all the 

conquered countries. Invincible in the field, and generous to thofe whom they conquer* 

Vol.' IV. 5 u ; 
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ed, the towns of the German and Flemifh provinces fpontaneoufly opened their gates, 
and received the French as friends and brothers. Such generality in war independent of 
the high chara&er which it confers on the vi&ors, is always the wiled and moft politic. 

The Auftrians treated their unhappy, fubjedts of the ancient provinces with a ferocity and 

barbarifm that was at the fame time fatal to their caule, and rendered their defeats the 
themes of triumph and rejoicing, where even their own language only was fpoken. 
After thefe fucceffes it was not reafonabie to expeft that the fortreffes which had been 

conquered from the French, infulated as they now were, and cut off from all fuccours 
and fupplies, fliould long refift. Landrecy was inverted by Scherer, with a body com- 

pofed of the national-guards and volunteers of the communes of Aveihes and Maubege, 

incorporated with a divifion of the army. As if to fhew his inflexible determination to 
carry the place without lofs of time, the general opened his firft parallel at only one hun- 
dred and thirty toifes from the works; and this bold meafure eventually fpared the effu- 
fion of blood ; for the garrifon not apprehending the befiegers to be fo near, directed 

their fire in fuch a manner that the (hot went one hundred toifes over the ground on which 
the workmen were employed, Without firing a gun the general fummoned the town, 

and the garrifon being advifed that no capitulation would be admitted, they furrendered 

at discretion the fifteenth of July. Two thoufand men compofed the garrifon, and befides 
ninety pieces of cannon which were originally mounted on the fortifications, the French 

found twenty-fix others. 

. Quefnoy folio wed the fate of Landrecy ; the garrifon confiding of three thoufand men 

furrendered at difcretion ; there were found therein one hundred and nineteen pieces of 

Auftrian and Dutch cannon, a confiderable quantity of ammunition, arms, and provi- 
iions, A number of emigrants were alfo taken there. During this fiege the rains were 
inceffant and heavy, and filled the trenches with water, but the works never abated. 
The telegraph was ufed firft to communicate the intelligence of the fall of this place, 
and Barrere reported its furrender to the convention in an hour after it had taken 
place. . 

Valenciennes capitulated on the 26th of Auguft j the garrifon were made prifoners of 
war, but conduced to the firft Imperial or Dutch ports, and not to ferve againft the republic 
until regularly exchanged. Eleven hundred emigrants were delivered up to the vidtors. 
Two hundred and twenty-feven pieces of cannon, eight hundred thoufand pounds of pow- 
der, an immenfe quantity of caft iron, full magazines, one thoufand head of horned cat- 
tle, fome horfes, great quantities of oats, and other corn, filver, papers, memoirs, plans, 
three millions of florins, and fix millions and a half of livres,. were found in the fortrefs. 
So earneft had the Emperor been in repairing, and improving the fortifications,, that three 
millions of florins were expended on that work alone- 

The laflof thefe four fortreffes which was reftored to the republic was Conde. Here 
the allies had formed their grand depot, and the magazines and flares which fell into the 
pofieffion of the befiegers were immenfe ; this intelligence was communicated by Carnot 
to the convention in the mid ft of a tumultuous debate on the accufations againft Billaud 
and others j the intelligence was received by the telegraph, and it was immediately de- 
creed, that the army had deferved well of their country, and that this decree fhould be 
communicated by the telegraph to general Scherer- 

A cbrps of fixteen hundred and fix men formed the garrifon of Conde, and furrender- 
ed "prifoners of war. Befides provifion* ? there were found in the forirefs a hundred and 
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fixty-one pieces of cannon, fix thoufand mufqufcts, befides thofe of the gaTrifon, three 
hundred thoufand pounds of powder, one hundred thoufand bombs, balls, and {hells ; 
one million five hundred thoufand cartridges, fix hundred thoufand pounds of lead, one 
hundred and ninety one waggons laden with ftores, and provifions, with their horfes and fur- 
niture. The fortifications were in the moft complete repair, and there were cafemates for a . 
more numerous garrifon. 

The Englifh army after their retreat from the vicinity of Antwerp proceeded to Breda, . 
which it was determined to defend, and a Dutch garrifon was ftationed there for that pur- 

pofe. The right column of the Englifh marched through Breda on the 4th of Auguft, . 
while the left took a circuitous route. They then took a pofition which had been prevt- 
oully marked for them about four miles diftant from Breda. In this ftation they continu- 
ed fome days at the requeft of the Prince of Orange while he was occupied in fortifying 
Breda, The Englifh at this time amounted to twenty -five thoufand men. 

From Breda the Englifh retreated about the latter end of Auguft towards Bois-le-duc, 

with little moleftation, excepting a flight fkirmifh with an advanced party of French. A 

Dutch garrifon of feven thoufand men was alfo left in this fortrefs. In the beginning of 
September the Englifh troops were alarmed by the approach of a body of troops under 
Pichegru, who had moved on the 24th of Auguft from Tournhout, and on the 28th 
took another pofition at Hoogftraten behind the Merk. The retreat of the duke of York 
to Bois-le-duc was occafioned by this movement. The Englifh having then encamped at . 
Heefwick, whereby Breda was abandoned to the efforts of its garrifon. The Dutch army: 
remained at Ramdauk. 

The troops under Scherer, now joined Jourdan, having performed the brilliant fervice 
of reducing four celebrated fortreffes, with forty thoufand men, which would have requir- 
ed two hundred thoufand men in the commencement of the campaign. An evident proof 
that fortreffes can only holdout fo long as there are covering armies. The armies of 
the republic were at this period in the beft ftate of health and fpirits. Though the feafou . 
was already advanced, they took little repofe- The moft piercing cold, and deep fnows al- 
ready prevailed, but this early feverity of the feafon only ferved to harden the troops, nor 
did it prevent them from fwimming all the arms of the Rhine and conquering Holland, 

The advance guard of the republicans attacked and forced the Englifh pofts on the 
Dommel and the village of Boxtel ; this poft was fortified naturally by the river and a 
rapid ftream, which it was firft neceffary to crofs, and afterwards the river, to make an 
attack on the main body. The bridges had been all broken down by the Englifh, This 
fomewhat retarded the a&ion, but the republicans fwam the river, and were in fufficient: 
force to commence the attack at three o'clock in the afternoon, which continued till fix. 
The intrepidity difplayed by the republicans in crofting the river had a great influence on 
the fate of the a<5ion. Two Englifh battalions laid down their arms to thirty hufTars. 
The victory was complete j twelve hundred prisoners, feven pieces of cannon, and a num- 
ber of artillery equipage were taken. But a ftill more important advantage refulted from 
thefe fucceffes. The Englifh found it impoflibie to remain any longer on the left bank 
of the Meufe, and were obliged to retreat acrofs that river on the fixteenth, abandoning 
the fortreffes of Bergen-op-Zoom, Breda, and Bois-le-duc, to the defence of their own gar- 
rifons, and the entrance to Holland left open. General Souham and adjutant-general 

Rcunier narrowly efcaped being taken near Boxtel, by venturing too far in reconnoitrings 
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prifoners- 



Btttch ^ccdarits fay the allies ltift two thoufand killed in this a&ion -befide 



:eomii>lai;nts andiexhortations 



ion the fevententhjof:Auguft prefented a . memorial to the circle of the Upper Rhine, pre- 
fagiog the moll dreadful ccmfequentes unl eft vigorous and efficacious meafures fhould be 
taken to create refources. He fpoke with much feeling on the large fubfidy received by 

Praffia .from 'England, and yet that the Pmfiian troops had not been brought into action. 
He threatened to withdraw his troops i 



tion:; 



reminded thefpiritual and temporal communities that they were ppffefled of 
afures fi ill untouched^ "which might be beneficially employed. 

llhe Gennanic circles-, however, did not feel fo forcibly for their own fecurity as their 



benevolent ally of England 
0' Vienna with proffers of money 
j fupply which they were authorif 



all 



emperor's wilhes, which ^extendfcd only to fix millions fterling. But the emperor 



was to bring into the 'field 200 ,000 men 



affairs 



from his command:; and 
mate and pathetic on the 



'yai hope of the mate fty of 



differed onfo many 



• /Cobourg was accufedof & correfpondence'with the French, but thofe who have ftudied 
the tranfadions of the war, will pay little regard to fuch fpeculations. That there "may 
have been Siwmgues is poffible, >md the circumftances of M. Bellin, who had been the 
iprivate fecretary <of Mirabeau to the day of his death, having been at this period the 
a&ual fecrerary of :the Imperial minifter at London, and continued to be employed at 



con 



. :>After> the .'defeat at Treves, a part of 
cheri r^tre^terl up the Rhine to cover M 



the duke of Saxe-Tef- 
body* of troop's amoun- 



951,535 mea, of whom 65^000 were troops of the empire. The 



to thsfe raaffle the r whole allied 



than 150,000 men. 



Meufe, had from the latter end of -J 



of September, confined its operations to flight enterpriies, and movements calculated to 
promote difcipline. The Aufttians .during this time remained ftrongly entrenched not far 

a right fide of the Ay waiiie, the banks of which 



from Liege. On *the 



were tlei ended by 



Temarkabie fteep works, the Aaftrum general Latour • occupied two ftrongly fortified 

with four columns rattnrkpd the whole 



camps 



Ayiwaille 



J our dan 

All the paffages were forced with the bayonet. 



and the camps were taken at full charge 
battle, and feverai of their battallions were reduced to one hundred and fifty men. Seven 
hundred prifonew,- twenty-fix pieces of large cannon* three ftandards, an hundred horfes 
and forty ammunition waggons were taken, as "well as the general's carriage, fecretary, 
and all his private papers. The remainder "of the- Auftrians were routed or difperfed, 

was 'ComDletelv abandoned. The Auftriau 



of this action 



of the Ghartreux 

the whole -of 
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cafion ; three new ralfed companies of the legion of the archduke Charles were cut to 
pieces, and the regiment of Beaulieu, loft all of its officers and mod: of its men. The 
Emperor's own regiment of horfe was cut to pieces, and Murray's regiment of infantry 
loft nine hundred men. Jourdanhad launched his two balloons prior to the commence- 
ment 6t this aftion, with two fkilful engineers, who paffed down fucceffive notes de- 
fcribing the fituatioh and every movement of the enemy, and by this means difcbncertei 

all their operations, and enabled the republicans to form attacks where there was an ap- 
pearance of advantage. 

. Clairfait who was ported between Liege and Maeftricht, was no fooner informed of the 
defeat of Latour, then he difpatched eight battalions to his fupport ; by this aid Latour was 
enabled to colled; his difperfed troops on the night of the i8th ; Jourdan, however, attacked 
him again on the 19th with his ufual impetuofity, and drove the enemy to Merve, caking 
all the Auftrian artillery* The corps de referve of Latour, was under general Dalton, 
nephew of that general who was killed at Dunkirk, this body was alfo attacked by the 
French and driven into Aix-la-chapelle in fuch confufion that the roads from thence to 

Cologn were covered with the fugitives, and it was three days before they could be rallied* 
Clairfait was in confequence obliged to retreat as far as Juliers, and on the 21ft the repub- 
licans took pofleffion of Aix-la-chapelle, 

An action took place on the twentieth near Clermont between the republicans and the 
Auftrian rear guard. The difcrepancy of offical accounts was very remarkable oh this 
occafibn. Clairfait ftated the iofs of the French at two thoufand men- Gillet the French 
commiffioner dated it to be only nine killed and twelve wounded. The French appear 
to have been repulfed according to the Auftrian account, 

Clairfait was not fullered to repofe at Juliers, where he had taken a pofition with great 
•military addrcfs behind the Roer > on the twenty-ninth Jourdan eroded that river from 
Aix-la-chapelie, and attacked the extenfive Auftrian potts at ofcee from Ruremonde to 
Juliers and Durcn. The aftion latted during the whole of the twenty-ninth and* thirtieth 
of September, and was renewed on the firft and fecohd of Oftober. The obftiriacy of 
the aftion is indicated by its duration, but on the third of O&ober Clairfait no longer 
able to refift, and having loft at leaft 10,000 men, took advantage of a fog early on that 
morning to make a precipitate retreat. In the courfe of this aftion the republicans attack- 
ed the uncommonly ftrong works on the mountain of Merznich, defended by twenty- 
four pounders' ~~ ~ 
and at length 

and three battallions of Hulans were annihilated. Juliers immediately iurrendered at 
difcretion. The arfenal was well provided, fixty pieces of cannon and fifty thoufand 



m Repulfed in each affauit, they returned to the charge with renewed vigor, 
carried the fortifications/ Seven regiments of Auftrians fufFer-ed fevefely, 



They were pur- 



pounds of gun- powder were found there. 

The retreat of the Auftrians was nearly as difaftrous as the defeat, 
fued clofely, and the French accounts ftate, that from four to five thoufand were flam, 
and feven hundred taken prifoners. The Dutch accounts ftate the whole lofs of the 
allies in the battle and the flight at 13,000, a ftatement probably more exact. Clair- 
' fait did not halt long at Cologn, but foon after crofted the Rhine, to the banks of 
which he was purfued by the republicans, who, as the rear of the Auftrians were paffing 
the river derided them by afldng if that was the road to Paris ! In allufion to thegafconade 
of the allies at the commencement of the war. 
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The French entered Cologn on the fixth of O&ober, the people preffing to fee them with 

congratulations and embraces, and expreffing themfelves in the molt unequivocal tokens 

of admiration of their valour and joy at their arrival- The magjftrates had previoufly fent 
a deputation to the French general, requefting that no light troops might be admitted 

within the walls, which was granted, and the general entered at the head of only four 
thoufarid men. Their conduct was fuitable to their character and the generous joy ex~ 
preffed at their arrival. None of the inhabitants left the city, and perfons and property 
were as much refpe&ed as in the mod profound peace ; and the magiftrates and the 
clergy were left in the indifturbed exercife of their fundtions. 

Venloo and Nuys fubmitted in confequence of thefe vi&ories, and' many loaded vef- 
fels on the rivers fell into the poffefiion of the conquerors. Oh the morning of 
the feventh of O&ober fifty French chaffeurs entered Bonn,, and' were followed in the 
evening by three thoufand more. The committee of public fafety had fignified a- wifh 
to Jourdan that he fhould fend fome troops againft Coblentz, a place peculiarly obnox- 
ious to the French from having been the focus of the emigrant confpiracies at no remote 
periods About the middle of the month general Moreau with his divifion was detached 
thither ; and on the twenty-fecond he arrived at Andernach, where he met fome of the 
enemy's hufiars, charged them, killed feveraland took fifty prifoners, with the lofs only 

of three men. On the following day he appeared before Coblentz. The redoubts were 
carried by the infantry by direft affault, while the cavalry turned the enemy's flanks,>. 
and the Auftrians retreated precipitately acrofs the Rhine, This important place did not 
cod the republic a drop of blood, 

."While the armies of the Sambreand Meufewere thus approaching the important for- 
trefs of Mentz, the army of the Rhine were vi&orioufly advancing to the fame point 
from the oppofite fide. On the feventeenth of Oftober. Frankendal fubmitted to the 
republicans, and on the following day they entered in triumph the epifcopal city of 
Worms. The army of the Mofelle about the fame time took Binge n,. and from this 
time Mentz may be confidered as in a ftate of fiege. 

After the retreat of the Englifh from Boxtel, they took a pofition at Grave ; the 
duke of York was again compelled to change his pofition by the defeat of the Auftrians 
on the Roer, and throwing a regiment into Grave, retreated and encamped under the 
walls of Nimeguen. 

The army under Pichegru was at this period in much need of provisions ; even bread 
was brought from Antwerp acrofs the heaths of Brabant. It.was alfo neceflary, before 
they fhould crofs the Meufe, that fome place of ftrength on the oppofite fide of the river 
fhould be obtained to ferve as a point of fupport j for there were few horfes and w 
carnages and the roads were bad. 

Bois-le-duc was the place mod fuitable, but it was peculiarly difficult of acce ss ; it was 
furrounded by a number of fmail forts, in excellent condition, well garrifoned j and the 
country was inundated to the extent of three hundred toifes from the ramparts, lb that 
the place feemed to be a ftupenduous fortrefs in the midft of a great lake. Though the 
walls might be breached, all the fafcines in the world would not have been fofficient to 
reach it. In addition to this and the badnefs of the roads, the battering train was at a 
considerable diftance Notwithftanding all thefe obftacles it was determined to commence 
the fiege, and the place was inverted on the 23d of September by the republican cavalry, 

and the next day by the infantry. 
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But previous to commencing the liege, it was expedient to reduce Crevecceur on tftfc 
Meufe, as it defended Sluys on that river, and was of great importance* Some batteries 

were erefted, and it furrendered to general Delmas on the 29th of September ; it mount- 
ed thirty-eight pieces of cannon, and there were found in ic one thoufand mufquets and 
thirty thouland pounds of powder. This place rendered the French matters of the in- 
undation. 

The rains had now commenced, and adding to the inundation, the fiege appeared more 
difficult. The trenches were at a great diftance. The place was commanded by a prince 
of He fife, who it appears had fortified his houfe and covered it over with turf to avoid the 
dangers attending the bombardment ; but after a few {hot were fired, he capitulated on the 
10th of O&ober the garrifon confiding of two thoufand five hundred men were allowed 
the honors of war, but were bound not to ferve until individually exchanged. The repub- 
licans took a hundred and forty-fix pieces of cannon, a hundred and feven of which were 
brafs, a hundred and thirty thoufand pounds of powder, an immenfe quantity of iron fhot, 
and nine thoufand fufees. Four hundred and eight emigrants were alfo taken here. Thus 
two places before which Louis the XIV. loft fixteeen thoufand men without taking them, 
were taken in fifteen days by the republicans, and with field pieces only, for the battering 
artillery did not arrive until after the capitulation- After the capture of this place Piche- 

gru demanded leave to retire from the command far a ftiort time, in confequence as he 

alledged of a cutaneous difeafe, the efFett of fatigue. Other caufes were, however, af- 

figncd, but his popularity ftifled them* Moreau was appointed his fuccefibr, he who con- 
quered Ypres, Nieuport, Sluys, and Cadfand. 

Pichegru appears however, not to have quitted the neighbourhood of the army imme- 
diately, as in a difpatch dated at Pofthick, October 20th, he mentions the attion of the 
19th between the Meufe and the Waal at Puffleck only as a fkirmifli. The duke of York 
has given an account of this affair in another view, confiderably in detail, and it appears 
to have been an a&ion of much importance. He fays that on the morning of the igth 
the French attacked the whole of the advanced ports on his right wing in great force ; and 
that the poll on the left of the Englifh 37th regiment, occupied by a detachment of Ro- 
han huflars being forced, the Englifh regiment was compelled to retreat upon the dyke 
along the Waal, where being attacked by a body of French huflars, the whole of the regi- 
ment excepting the major and 50 men, was cut to pieces. General Fox in attempting to 
rally the 37th regiment was taken prifoner by a French hufiar, but his horfe being in bet- 
ter condition than the Frenchman's he took an opportunity to make ufe of his fleetnefs, 
and efcaped. The military chara&er of the French was highly confpicuous at this period ; 
the roads through which they had to pafs were compofed of a ftiff clay, the rains were 
thick and conftant, and heavy fogs conftantly prevailed. Prior to this a&ion at Puffleck 
they had been lour days without bread, and had not even been able to drefs their ordina- 
ry rcpaft of foup for forty-eight hours. In thefe circumftances murmurs might have been 
txpetted, but on the contrary their only anxiety was to meet the enemy. 

The French officers have conferred great praife on the Engiifti military difpofitions at 
this place. But notwithftanding that the ground was interfered by dykes, over which the 
Englifh had laid bridges to fecure their retreat, and which they broke down as they pafled, 

their efforts were unavailing This engagement had a great influence on the affairs of the 

campaign j Pichegru in his accounts of the aftions of this period gives only the refult j 
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this has been urged by an apologifi: of his is a matter of prudence from his diflike of the 
committee of public fafety. A left honorable motive has been affigined ; he continued 
during this period at Bruffels, but correfponded with Jourdan and Moreau, In the 
action of PufReck the republicans Were commanded by Souham and Bonneau, The chief 
of brigade Bonhomme it was that with the ninth regiment of hufiars, the thif tieh divi- 
fion of gendarmerie, and the firft battalion of light infantry, performed the fignai a&ion 
•wherein the thirty-feventh Ehglifh regiment were cut to pieces. The general of brigade 
Jardon it was that attacked the Rohan emigrants and cut them to pieces, to the amount 
of three hundred, and took fixty-nine of them prifoners. The French took in this 
affair fix hundred other prifoners and four pieces of cannon. This a&ion and the move- 
ments on the Meufe between Ruremond and Vehloo obliged the duke of York to pafs 
the Waal, leaving behind general Walmoden to cover Nimeguen. This was now the 
. only poft from which the allies could advance upon the republicans, and it was therefore 
refolved to take it, in order to fecure the pofitions of the two armies on the Rhine and 
Waal, of covering the fiege of Grave, and placing the troops in fafe and commodious 
cantonments. 

On the twenty-eighth of October that place was partially inverted and detachments 
pofted at Wickham and Boningen completed the inveftment of Grave, Meanwhile 
general Laurent with only four thoufand laid fiege to Venloo* He commenced by open- 
-ing his trenches at one hundred toifes from the covered way ; difconcerted by this bold" 
nefs and by a fevere repuife in a fortie, the garrifon furrendered on the twenty-feventh of 
Oftober. Generals Marefcot and Dijean of the engineers, and Heble of the artillery, 
. diftinguifhed themfelves in thefe freges. 

In order to complete the inveftment of Nimeguen, it was neceflary to poffefs the left 
bank of the Waal, the Englifh army had pofleffed themfelves of it to the amount of 
.38,000 men, and the communication with Nimeguen was open to them by a bridge of 
boats, as well as a flying bridge, with which they could throw fuccours into the place at 
.pleafure* The fortifications were in the beft condition, and the advanced works were 
.fufniflied with heavy cannon and mortars. Thefe works or lines covered the ramparts, 
. and we're in fa ft an entrenched camp. Befides which, the place was induftrioufly fur- 

• rounded with a circular line of from de loup, or ditches very wide and deep with (harp 
. flakes planted at the bottom, and filled with branches of trees, covered with loofe earth 

on the furface, by which cavalry were wholly prevented from afting. 

To drive the Englifh from their pofitionit was neceffary to pafs the Waal with 30,000 
men, and the difficulties in the attempt were great, as the inundation might cut ofFfuch 
a corps from the main body. On the twenty-feventh of October the French made a 

.flight attack without fuccefs on the Englifh out-pofts. On the night of the fourth of 

• November a fortie was made by the garrifon ; the party was confiderable, confiding or 
.Dutch, Hanoverians, and Engiifli, led by major general De Burgh. The French either 

penetrated or had intelligence of their defign, for they received the allies fo warmly, 
that they drove them in wkh terrible flaughtfcr, and the commandant of the party was 
grounded- 

On the morning of the fixth, the French opened a very heavy battery on each ex- 
tremity of the half moon in which the troops were formed, and both of thefe fired upon 

the bridge of boats and flying bf idge. Several of the boats were accordingly funk. This 
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fuccefs of the artillery alarmed the Englifh for their fafety ; however, in the night of the 
eighth the bridge being repaired the duke of York withdrew from the town, and draw- 
ing the bridge after him to the right fide of the river burnt it, and left the Dutch to defend 
ihemfelves, amounting to two thoufand five hundred men under general De Burgh. 

The confufionand diftrefs of the Dutch troops is not to be defcribed. Too weak of 
themfelves, even to man the pofts, they fell into diforder $ part of them feized the flying 
bridge and embarked on it, but the cable by which it was worked was cut by the French 
fliot, the bridge fwung round again to the city. At this moment the French had entered 
the city, and they proceeded to feize the bridge arid make the Dutch prifoners. Thefe un- 
fortunate people always the dupes and the obje&s of hatred of the Englifh, already per- 
fidioufly deferted, and the bridge withdrawn from them and burnt by their good and prince- 
ly ally were ft ill further cruelly fired upon by the Englifh foidiers ! The French general 
Souham, with a generofity which forms a remarkable contraft with this conduft of the 
Englifh, on entering die place felt only anxious for the fafety of the prifoners, taken as it 
was by afTault, the town might have been, according to the ufages of war, delivered lip- 
to pillage ; he therefore aifembled the abandoned Dutch, and made a form of capitulation 
•confiding of one article, which declared the garrifon ihould lay down their arms on the 
glacis, and be made prifoners of war ; but what renders this conduft yet more magnanimous 
was the condition of the French troops, an uninterrupted fervice of feven months had re- 
duced their clothing to a miferable ftate, they were literally covered with rags j their fhoes, 
and (lockings were generally worn out, and the cold already fevere, and the weather con- 
(lantly wet ormifty.; it was not uncommon to fee the French fentinels widi the fleeves of 
their coats hangingin fhreds, without hats or caps, and their heads covered with their ha- 
verfacks, or the little bags in which they ufually carried their neceffaries. This defcrip- 
tion extended to all the armies. 

Philipine on the Scheldt and Sas-de-gand, both furrendered to the divifions under the 

command of Michaud on the 23d of O&ober. 

The fiege of Maeftricht, which had been formed foon after the defeat of the Aflftrian 
general Latour, was carried on flowly at firfl ; on the 22dof September they crofled the 
Meufenear the town, and blockaded it on the fide of Wyk, On the 26th Kleber for- 
mally fummoned the town ; on the 2§th a body of Auftrian cavalry made a fortie, and 
took a piece of cannon ; on the 2d of O&ober they made a fecond attempt of a fimilar 
kind, but were feverely repulfed. The republicans then began to b^eak ground, and con- 
ftrutted batteries on the heights of St. Peter, a third fortie was attempted on the 9th, 
which partly fucceeded; but by the nth the batteries were eftablifhed, as well as fome 
formidable works on the Limberg, over againft the mountain. On the 20th the French 

park was encreafed by thirty pieces of battering cannon. On the 23d they completed 

parallel, and commenced the fecond, The town was again fummoned on the 
3.0th ; and the trumpeter had hardly departed from the gate on his return, when the be- 
fiegers opened all their batteries and poured a tremendous fhower of fhot and fhells on 
the town. This continued without intermiflion all the night. The atmofphere was filled 
with balls, bombs, and howitzer (hells ; fcarcely a place of fafety was left in the whole 
circuit of the city ; a number of private and public buildings were demoliftied. Three 
days were paffed in this diftrefiing fituation amidft the groans of the wounded and dying, 
when the governor moved by the entreaties of the magiftrates entered into a negotiation, 
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and the place capitulated on* the 4th of November,, eleven days- after the trenches had 
been opened. It is one of the ftrongeft fortreffes in Europe \ it coft Louis XIV. thirteen 
days to take this place, and Louis' XV • . thr<ee ; we.eks to take it. , ; On thofe occafiQai $: the 
greateft poets and painters, of; France; celebrated tl^e * glory of uje capture ; but TCleber 

is a republican general, and the actions of the armies and the generals have been fo ninny 

and extraordinary, that the ordinary means of celebrating them, are found inadequate to 
the end, and the world is left to wonder without being able to defcribe the objects of their 
admiration in adequate terms.. Marefco was the.befieging engineer, Bellemont.command- 
ed the artillery. It was. the intention of Kleber tc> t have,ftornied the place qn the 4th* 
The garrifon confided of 'five thousand fix hundred' Awftrians, two hundred Jiuffors, and 
one thoufand five hundred Dutch, troops. " Morej th'ajn tvyq. thoufand buildings" were da- 
maged or deftroyed by the bombardment, twelve /thoufandr boinbs, balls, and (hells had 
been thrown into the town, fome. of the bombs weighing two hundred weight. It was 
about .this period that Coblentz and Rhienfeld were taken by, the right wing of the army 
of Jourdan; that the army of the Rhine entered the Palitinate ; and ' Menfz alq^ie re- 
mained in pofiefiion of the allies along the whole courfe of the, Rhine ! . 

The ftate of the republican foldiers in point of equipments, and comfort at this time 
has been noticed ; and it became neceifary that they fhould at leaft enjoy fome repofe 
having fecured a ftrong line from which no force of the enemy could diflodge them. 
With fome difficulty a fhort refpite from their toils .were agre f ed upon, while plans of a 
more daring and fplendid kind.were on the eye of be^ig r d.ey.eloped. and executed by thofe 

youthful-veterans. . : ' t v:Mj , - . . 

At this interval it will be opportune. to," take up briefly the progrefs bt the republican 

arms in Spain and Italy ; and to advert to the circumftances of the French affairs in the 

Weft-Indies- . » 

. . The army of the Eaftern Pyrenees, under Doppeto marched from Puycerda for Cam- 
predon on the fourteenth of June, where, after' parrying T on g es ? and Ribes, he eftab- 
lifhed*his head-quarters on. the feventeenth... On the twenty- fir ft ,-he advanced to Rifpell, 
where the Spaniards had a manufactory of anna,, a large quantity of' which the French 
general added to his- ftores. During which time the fiege of Bele garde, continued to be 
elofely preffed. A bold attempt was made on the thirteenth of Auguft by the Count de 
l'Union for the relief of that place. The republicans ..were at firft forced, but : rallying 
they regained the heights from which* they had.beeji diilodgedy anji the Spaniard s .fufferecl 
a total/defeat, leaving two thoufand; five, hundred, dead on th^ field..' 'The French loft 
one hundred and eighty feven killed and fix 'Hundi;e4 . wounde.d^ among th#. former ,w?,s a 
brave and active officer general Mirabel. . .. , ' ' r/ . " ? \/r f «*. 

Beilegarde being thus deprived of relief, .fub mi t ted to general D.ugommier ..on the 
twentieth of the following month.. .The;garrifon.confifted,of fix thoufand mep.. * On the 
next day the Count de TUnion made another attack on the French hoping to. diflodge 
diem, not. knowing; that they were poffeffed'of/.the pkee but he was feverely repulfed, 
haying loft fix hundred, men and four pieces of cannp.n.. , [ \ \% - 
. General Dugommier concluded, his carreer, in this quarter by f a T?gnal ivi3ory:qver;the 
Spaniards and emigrants at Spouilles^ THe flaughter. of the. latter was terrible, ; but one 
thoufand Spaniards- and Porrugu,efe obtained. q,u^rter |)y furrendering p-rifoners.'p.f .war. 

The republican^ took ^ large; quantity; of cannpn> and, .teats and camp. equipag ( e:for twelve 
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thoufand men. The brave general Dugommier was killed by a fhell upon the black 
mountain which he had afcencled the better to direft the military operations. His death 
Was fev.erely avenged on the twentieth, when his. valiant opponent the count de F Union, 
with three other Spaniili geuerals. were killed in an aftion near St. Fernando de Figueres, 
For the defence of this port the Spaniards had fpent fix months in ere&ing from eightv 
to one hundred batteries mounted with heavy cannon. The force in them amounted to 
40,000 men ftrongly entrenched ; yet they were attacked by the republicans,, and after 
two hours completely carried. The fort of St. Fernaudo was then attacked and furren«r 
dered on. the third day, and the garrifon of nine thoufand men were made prifoners of 
war. The French found in the fort one hundred and feventy pieces of cannon, five 
thoufand ftand of arms, twelve founderies for cannon, and an immenfe quantity of am- 
munition. The towns Afcoita and Afpatea foon after fubmitted ; and in the courfe of 
a few days another victory was announced to the convention, in which five hundred pri- 
foners, one brafs cannon (the only one which the Spaniards had not loft before), were 
captured. 

The army of the Weftern Pyrenees was not lefs fuccefsfuh In the latter end of July, 
the redoubt of Maria Louifa, the camp of St. Jean de Luz, and the fort of St. Barbe 
were ftormed and carried in one day, by the republican general of divinon Delaforde. 
The villages of Bera and Lcilaca were alio taken at the fame time with abundant grane- 
ries. Thefe however formed but a prelude to a (till greater victory ; for on the firft of 
Auguft 15,000 Spaniards polled near the village of Haya fled before a body of 6,ooo 
French. By. this retreat immenfe magazines, 2,000 mulkets, fix ftand of colours, 200 
cannon and howitzers, tents for 25,000 men, and 2,000 prifoners, among whom were 
two entire regiments who grounded their arms, fell into the hands of the republicans. 
On the evening of the fame day Fontarabia which guards the entrance of Spain, and 
which coft the duke of Berwick 8,000 men, was taken after a very fhort conflict by 
a detachment of the republicans. The following day a fingle divifion commanded by 
general Moncey, feized the port of thePafifage. On the third of Auguft St. Sebaftian 
was invefted, and capitulated on the fucceeding morning. The garrifon confiding of 
two thoufand men, and more than one hundred and eighty pieces of cannon were taken, 
with a considerable quantity of provifions and ftores, and after the furrender of the place 

two Spanilh fhips laden with powder and ball, wine and codfifh entered the port, and 
became an ufeful addition to the captures. The fame good conduft which charafterifed 
the French armies in other places was vifiblehere. The commifiioner iflfued a proclama- 
tion declaring that no att of plunder by any perfon whatever would be permitted to go 
unpunifhed, and that religious worfhip fhould be guaranteed to all perfons. 
' While Moncey advanced againft St, Sebaftian, another divifion under generals Frege- 
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ville and Laborde proceeded againft the Spanilh pofts at Ernain ; but the Spaniards 
diflieartened by defeats fo inceflant, fled without making refiftance. The French after 
thefe yiftories extended their advanced pofts as far as Tolofa. In the beginning of Sep- 
tember, the Spaniards ag^in began to rally, but on the firft attack fix thoufand of thein 
were repulfed by a picquet of only fix hundred- At the fame period 150 of the Walloon 

guards deferted'to the French. 
In the beginning of October the Spaniards were again fignally defeated. ^ A line o 

pofts. had been eftablilhed upwards of forty leagues in extent j the French didmot Wait 
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to be attacked, but affailed thefe pofts in twelve different points at the fame time. The 
Spaniards were entrenched on elevated ground and ftrongly fortified, but all their de- 
fences near Beddaditz, Cubeg, and Villeneuva, were carried by the bayonet, and the 
works which they had laboured for twelve months in conftru&ing were utterly deftroyed. 
It was the French generaPs defign to have furrounded the whole Spanifh army, but one 
of the columns arrived too late, an d the Spaniards favoured by a thick fog were enabled 

to make good their retreat to Sangonella, with the lofs of 2500 killed and an equal 
number taken prifoners. 

Amidft thefe accumulated diftreffes, the cabinet of Spain muft have been fenfibly 
alarmed. The expe&ation of the French marching to Madrid was ftrongly entertained, 

and the court had made difpofitions for a removal. Efforts were however made and 
with the fame fuccefs that had been experienced in Germany and Holland to raife the 
people in a mafs. The Ioffes of provifions and warlike ftores ftruck deeply into the 

Spanifh refources, and extraordinary means were neceffarily reforted to, tofupply them. 
The cabinet exhibited the rare example of difinterefted ftatefmen actually relinquifhirg 
in the month of September twenty-five per cent, of their official income, comprehending 
placemen and penfioners of every defcription. A large fum was alfo levied on the opu- 
lent clergy, and it was determined— " That no minifter or other perfon fhould enjoy 
more than one /alary, though he might hold various offices". Such inftances are rare 
under corrupt governments. Early in this month, however, the Spanifh cabinet faw 
the neceffity of fceking a peace with the republic, the method taken was by the tranf- 
million of a private letter from Gardoqui the Spanifh minifter of the finnces, by a flag 
of truce through the two armies, to James Monroe the American minifter at Paris. This 
overture was an indirect one, but was followed by others more open and unequivocal, 
which fubfeqnently terminated in a negociation* 

The king of Sardinia had alfo adopted the project of raifing the people in a mafs, but 
with a degree of fuccefs that fully juftified the fagacity of the king of Pruflia on that fub- 
jeft ; in the month of July ten thoufand Piedmontefe of this defcription were difperfed 
by a few battalions of French; and on the 14th of September the Piedmontefe were 

again defeated with terrible (laughter by the army of the Alps. 

The allies, however, expe&ed by a plan they had formed to annihilate the French in that 
quarter. A confiderable force was col le&ed, and it was intended to attack at once all 
the French pofts in the vicinity of Genoa, and afterwards Genoa itfelf : The French an- 
ticipated this plan, carried the Auftrian and Sardinian pofts with the bayonet, purfued 
them to Alexandria, and forced them to evacuate Le Caize with confiderable lofs. The 
war on the part of the Auftrians and Sardinians was defenfive during the following month. 

The importance of the European hiftory civil and military was fo fupereminent, that 
in tracing all its various and complex parts, it was neceffary in order to avoid confufion 
to defer the tranfa&ions in the Weft-Indies to a period lefs embarraffed. Early in February 
the Britifh fleet and army under admiral Jervis and general Grey failed from Carlifle-bay, 

Barbadoes, to attack Martinico. Before the fifteenth of March the whole ifland was in 

poffeffion of the Englifh, excepting the forts of Bourbon and Royal, which furrendered 
oh the twenty-third. At the former of thefe general Rochambeau commanded, (the fon 
of the veteran, who in conjunction with general Wafhington took Cornwallis at York- 
town), The Englifh commander in his difpatch fays, that fo gallant was the defence of 
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this officer at fort Bourbon that c fcarcelyan inch of ground was untouched by the fhot 
and (hells of the befiegers.' 

The French troops engaged not to ferve againftthe allies during the war, and veffels 
were to be provided for the general and his fuite to return to France j general Rocham- 
• beau wifhed to fe cure their- 'freedom to*the flaves that had been liberated, but the Englifli 
general would not admit of it, and had them returned to their former (late of fervitude.- 

The profligacy of this meafure as well as its repugnance to all religious and civil obli- 
gations, was iuitably repaid Uy the juft hatred which it infpired in the hearts of the 
unfortunate blacks. About the fame time Cape Tiburon in St, Domingo was reduced 
by colonel Whitlock, and a confiderble quantity of ftores and ordnance was taken; 
the parifhes of Jean Rabel, St. Marc, Archaye, Roncafin, and Leogane in the fame 
illand fubmitted to commodore Ford. Shortly afterwards the poft of L'Acul fix miles 
from Leogane, which was gavrifoned with about fix .hundred men, was taken by ftorm 

by colonel Whitlock. - A tranfa&ion took place between this officer and the French gen- 
eral Lavaux, which exhibits the character of the two nations, in a very confpicuous 
point of view. Lavaux commanded at Port au Paix, and in a letter of date the ninth of 
February Whitlock addrefles him in the following terms ; — "I now therefore in the name 
of his'Britannic majefty, do hereby offer you the fame prote&ion, on condition that the 
fort of Port au Paix and its dependencies are put into the poflefiion of the Britilh govern- 
ment, which being complied with, the officers and foldiers ferving under your command 
fliall enjoy the fame favours as have been granted to thofe of the Mole, leaving it to the 

bounty' of his majefty to grant to yourfelf the rank he fliall judge proper ; 1 further a lei, 

that cm a reward iox the confidence which I demand of you in the name of the government 
<wbieh hfer>ve^ the fum of five thoufand crowns (ecus! Tournois flwIJ be paid to you in 
perfon or departed in the bank of England payable to. your order, on delivering the town 
of Port au Paix, with the forts, artillery, ammunition, provifions, &c. as atfo the fnips 
•of war which may be in the port. 1 fliall be at Leogane next Wednefday, where any flag 
of truce you fliall pleafe to fend me fliall be received and refpecred." fuch was the propo- 
rtion of his Britannic majefty's commander. The following is fo ;uuch as relates to 

this fubjeel on the part of the republican- ^ . 

After dating his purpofe to maintain his duty to his country, he fays--" Permit me' 
now to' complain to yourfelf of the indignity you have offered me in thinking me fo vile, 
ib flagitious, fo bafe, as not to refent an offer of five thoufand crowns- In this you 
have wronged yourfelf. I am a general ; hitherto I have been worthy to command the 
army. You have endeavoured to diflionor me in the eyes of my comrades ; this is aa 

offence between you and me, for which you owe me fatisfaflion ; I demand it in the 

name of honor, which muft exift among all nations.- Therefore previous to any general 
aaion I offer you fingie combat till either of us falls, leaving to you the choice of arms, 
either on foot or on horfeback ; then, if vi&orious, I fhall have proved myfeif worthy to 
command republicans; if I fall glorioufly, the republican army will have another leader 

Hill more formidable, and every individual in the army will imitate my example. Your 

quality of enemy in the name of your nation, did not give you a right to offer me a per- 
fonal infult ; as a private perfon I afk fatisfa&ion for an injury done by an individual. 

" Our nations have often made war, but always with equi weapons ; ceafe then to 
attack us by bribery. Let us be equally generous, and let us contend in honourable 

Vol IV, 5 z 
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hoftility ; we fcprn the mean arte of fcjdu.&ion. The enemy made prifoaer of war with; 

arms in his hands, commands refpeft, as he merits efteem. The univerfe; has: its eyes upon, 
tis ; the univerfe will fay,— there ftill ^exift men who preferred death to difhonour ; we 
fhall ferve as examples to all military men, and your country itfelf will teftify its approba- 
tion. We, have always before our eyes the proverb- which fays-r~< The treafon pleafes 
us well, but we deleft the traitor/' 

This anfwer is in itfelf a fuffieieitf commentary on the difgracefuL conduft of the 
Englifh commander ; it appears however, that the fhame doe? not reft wholly with him* 
but with his government, by whom he was authorifed to do fo. Indeed the mode of 
warfare was not confined to that ifland or that occafion, but was extended: to feverai 
other iflands with more fuccefsj as feverai places were betrayed into the hands of the; 
Englifh. Indeed if the manner of conducing the Englifh government tor a century paft 
is confidered, it will ceafe to be wondered at that corruption which is the vital principle 
of its exiftence fhould pervade and inflift all its remoteft members- , The natron has been; 
frequently held up as an affembla.ge of ufurers and (harpers, and it cannot be difputed 
that however refpe&able the few exceptions may be, that exift in oppofition to that eha* 
rafter, that too many fafts have arifen not only in the prefent war but in that of America, 
An Englifh writer has very judkioufly obferved;, that an attempt to bribe a member of 
congrefs did more mifchiet to the Englifh caufe in America than the worft military 

conduft could haveaffe&ed. The felf-refpeft of a nation or a government muft be de- 
plorably low indeed that defcends to fuch abjeft means of warfare, as that of bribing a 
public officer. But England has found her Arnolds, though fhe failed of a Levaux. 

Thereduftion of Martinico was no fooner effefted than the troops were fent againft Sf« 
Lucia, which furrendered on the 4th of April, and the troops were re-embarked the next 
day for Martinko ; here they were put on board transports from the fhips of war, and on 
the 8th were detached againft the iflands of the Saints, which they took. On the ioth 
they .appeared off Point-a-Petre, Guadaloupe, and on the 11th landed in Gofier-bay, and 
on the 1 2th the ftrong poft Fleur d'Epee was taken by ftorrcw This fuccefs put the Eng- 
lifh in poffeffion of Grand Terre, which was followed on the 20th by the furrender of 

Bafleterre by a capimlation which included Guadaloupe, Marigalante, Defirada, and all 
the dependencies. The terms the fame as thole at Martinico. 

From a return found among the papers of the French general Collot, it appears that 
the number of perfons able to bear arms in Guadaloupe, was five thoufand eight hun- 
dred and feventy -feren, and that the number of arms delivered out to them was four thou- 
fand and forty-four. The Englifh general having garrifoned thefe places returned to 
Martinico. Thefe rapid fucceffes, however, were foon, and feverely checked ; " die force 
originally fent out was. not fufEcient to afford full garrifons and make due allowances for 
the lofsby the habitual intemperance and debauchery of the Englifh foldiery, and the dif- 
eafes of the climate,.. On the 3d of June a French fifty gun ihip, a forty gunfhip armed 
en flute , a frigate, and three tranfports appeared off Guadeloupe, and manifefted an inten- 
tion to attack Fleur TEpee. On the 5th they landed thirteen boats crowded with troops, 
and carried the fort by ftorm, the Englifh garrifon retreating with lofs to Fort Louis, which 
was foon evacuated alfo, and the Englifh garrifon retired to Baffeterre. The French were 
commanded by Viftor Hugues, a commiffioner from the convention, who feems to have 

been a of uncommon enterprise ^jad courage* and of a capacity , that embraced with 
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befl: 



ments for maintaining his fuccefs and driving the enemy out of the ifland. Conforma- 
bly to the celebrated decree, he proclaimed freedom to all the negroes, equipped and 
clothed a large body of them, and with as many of the mulattoes as he found attached to 
the French caufe, well armed, pra&ifed them daily in difeipline. The Englifli general Grey 
was not inattentive to the enterprizing republican, and collecting a force rapidly embark- 
ed at St. Kitts and landed on the 19th of June at Guadaloupe, under cover of an Eng- 
lifli fleet, Hugues met him in feveral rencontres with his new raifed corps ; the EnglHh* 
gained fome flight victories, but the others gained difcipline ; the Englilh troops were 
finking under the heat of the climate, and the rainy feafon was now coming in ; the Eng- 
lilh general therefore determined on a defparate attempt to clofe the campaign. On the. 
2d of July he detached a body of grenadiers, light infantry, and feamen, to take Point-a- 
Petreby furprize, they entered the town and fuddenly a number of guns were opened on 
them with grape (hot which cut them down in all dire&ions ; they were affailed at the 
fame time by vollies from the houfes, a retreat became indifpenfable, and it was afFetled 
with the lofs of eight hundred and fixty men, their commanding ofiicer colonel Symes, 
wounded ; colonel Gomm, and captain Robertfon of the navy killed. Grey having thus * 
been fruftrated, took meafures for the defence of Bafleterre and embarked the remainder 
of his troops in the night, leaving the French in poffeffion of the ifland, except Bafleterre, . 
which made a long refiftance, that will be noticed in the tranfa&ions of the next year. 

Thecondutt of the Englifh commanders in their magifterial capacity, exhibits traits o£ 
difgraceful perfidy that is but too confident with the whole conduft of their government, 
and on this occafion deferves to be particularly expofed for the execration of all pollerity. 
General Grey is the fame perfon who diftinguiflied himfelf in the American revolution for 
his nightly cold- blooded maflacres of the young and old and innocent and unoffending, in. 
common with the hoftile armed American, Soon after the arrival of general Grey and 
admiral Jervis in the Weft-Indies, they iflued a proclamation dated the ift of January. 



Boyne, addrefled to the inhabitants of Martinico, 



of Marti 



" co, to (hake off the yoke of a tyrannical oppreflion, and to fhelter themfelves from the 
terrors of anarchy under the prote&ion and government of a juft and benevolent fove- 
reign ! — And by thefe prefents Jolemnly promife, grant, and injure all thofe, who avail- 
ing themfelves of this invitation in a quiet and peaceable manner, {hall fubmit to the 



a 



lawful property 



perfonal fafety 



laws and cujloms" Language could not form a guarantee more explicit, folemn, and 
liberal, nor a temptation more ftrong and fedu&ive, where the prepofieflions of the per- 
fons addrefled were already violently excited againft the French revolution. It has been «* 
already feen with what eafeand facility thofe officers obtained thepofleflion of the ifland 
of Martinico and others. The oppofition even on the part of the few republicans at that 
ifland lafted only twenty-three days, and their fubje&ion coft the Englifh only thirty-four 
men. Guadaloupe held out only eight days and St, Lucia but three. 

On the 10th of February an official order was iflued from St. Pierre's, directing all 
merchants, fattors, &c. &c. to deliver in, the next day^ a full, exatt, and true verified fpe- 



of 



poffeffion, under pain of 
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On the tenth of May general Prefcot, then governor of Martinico, iflued a proclama- 
tion in the name and under the authority of the Englifh commanders, in which the inha- 
bitants were required to ct Choofe reprefentatives, who were afterwards to meet on 
cc Sunday the eighteenth, and fx in an equVable manner a general contribution* (the. amount 

cc - of which fhall be made known to them) to be p id ly all ivbo pojfefs property in the 
" colony, the commander in chief having decided that fuch an arrangement would be more 



Ma 



in which it was faid that, no attention having been paid to that of the tenth, requiring 
reprefentatives to raife a fum cc adequate to the value of the conqueji, deflined to reward the 
" valour, to compenfate the exceffive fatigue, and its coniequences ficknefs and mortality, 
" and to make good the heavy cxpences incurred by the Britifh officers, &c. who, 



chiefs per ft 



A new arrange 



cc 



nient was ordered, by which civil commiffioners were to be appointed in the pari flies, 
towns, and boroughs, to deliver exatt lifts of the inhabitants, houfes, number of Haves, 
cattle, acres of land, and every other article of property ; to demand all books of 
account belonging to French agents, and of all property of vacant fucceffion, and of all 
goods of perfons captured, killed, or banifhed, and of all perfons refident in France; 
the names of all perfons not difpofed to fulfil thefe purpofes ; and they conclude that it 
is their cc firm refoiution to have this prefent meafure fully executed ; or in failure of it, 
to avail themfclves of the power with which they are invefted, to order and enforce a 
_ moral conffcaiion-" This proclamation was iflued from on board the Boyne, and was 
dated in this remarkable ftyle— c: On board the Boyne in the year of our faviour, 1794 !" 

Such meafures contrafted with the proclamation of the firft of January, fupercede every 
fpecies of comment ; they fpeak for themfelves a leffon of fliame at which honor and juf- 
tice recoil, and which vnuft ftigmatize the authors of it in the rolls of infamy for ever. 
The people thus treated, it is true, were traitors to their own country, and we learn from 
the evidence of general Bruce, an Englifh officer on the fpot, that fuch was the difpofi- 
tion of the people to the Englifh government, that on their fir ft appearance eight hundred 
if the planters took up arms and declared for them, and that on the inhabitants being 
railed to take the oath of allegiance to the Englifh government the concourfe was fo great 
that numbers could not obtain admiffion, and were obliged to go away without the oppor- 
tunity to take it. 

Upon thefe people, however, a fum of 700,000 pounds ft erling was levied, and a 
fum of 300,000 on their friends at St. Lucia. After fuch conduct it can appear no longer 
wonderful that all confidence in England was loft in the Weft-Indies, and that the iflands 
fhould become as inimical to her government as the conduft of her officers was repugnant 
to ail eftablifhed principles of juftice or even of war. The wars of favage nations are 
images of thofe paffions by which the individuals are a&uated, they are the fudden ebul- 
litions of rage and fury, of afullen revenge or a momentary ferocity; they have fome 
motive of neceffity or paffion, and gratified, they as fuddenly fubfide; but to fee civilized 
man, in the name of the author of his religion, entering upon the cool and phlegmatic 
deliberations of avarice, calculating upon the meafure of injuftice, and claiming praife for 
not palling to the extremes of atrocity, betraying all national faith, all obligations 01 

confidence, the mod folemn engagements and the mo ft explicit guarantee, in the name 
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afflias 



fuchuas J the cold-bloo 

perpetrate or fan&ion, 
. From the fcenes of 



modern 



tyranny of Europe, the wro 

-unfortunately placed under 



; ; 4 . • # 

rule, or the fcope of its influence* 

In fufpending the relation of the military tranfa&ions of the French armies on the Rhine* 
.the Meufe, and the Waal, we left off at the fall of Maeftricht and Nimeguen, the armies 
shaving then entered on a neceflary but brief repofe- 

\, The pofition of the army on the frontier left the Dutch no hope of being able to pre- 
vent the conqu eft of the United Provinces, but in a refource always fatal in its confe- 
rences and which had not been reforted to but in the greateft extremity, ah inundation. 
The gulph was' open .before them, but oppreffion had become fo exceffiye that a change 
of matters could * not be for the worfe. The power of the ftadtholder and his adherents' 



of. the law to fupport it, and thofe who, ardently wifhed for 



The ftadtholderian party,, 



ho^vever,: faw, their danger, and when it was too late lamented the temerity of • then 
chief, by whofe unhappy influence all their affli&ions were created. A. negociation which 
at an earlier period would have prevented all their for rows, and greater calamities which 



now impended' !was in this moment as eagerly caught at as it had been 



iemned. 




JMiferable is that nation, where the individuals are indifferent to the con 



government, *o.r,adv 
the perfons/.entiiiifl 



of ftatefmen are 



fiippofed 



1 i . 

the 



ftate 



:nts ; where fpecious pretences are held out to', an indolent 
Ives to be tamely deluded and cajoled by the mo ft palpable 
wake from their lethargy when they are on the, verge of- iruin. 
nfatuated adherents of the ftadtholder. The people of Farief- 
iand were the fir ft to feel their danger, and to fee what they ought to.have. feeh-Jhng 
before— the neceflity of peace. In October, the ftates of that . province determined to 
acknowledge the French republic, to break their alliance with England, and to enter 
into a. treaty of peace and alliance with France* In fome other provinces the republican 
party were aroufed, and. thought it time to a& ; feveral refolutions hoftile.to the.ftadt- 
Tiolder and his government were paffed. Even at Amfterdam fo great was the popular 
ferment, that on the 17th of Oftober, the ftates of Holland publilhed a proclamation 
' prohibiting the prefenting of any petition upon public and political fubjecb, and popular 
iheefings of the people upon .any occafion. No fymptom can fo ftrongly mark the tyranny 
of a, government as that which goes to deprive the people for whom government is or- 
dained., from whom it fprings, and to whom it belongs, from -difcuffing and feeking re- 
drefs of wrongs. It is always an indication of error and frequently of vice, when the peo- 
ple are precluded from a knowledge of their own affairs, and a ftrong preemptive evidence 

*uv_ii-n > , „ . «. , . , rt . «» .„_-:. L „_r-..j— ^-ftadtholder came to Amfter- 
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dam the latter end of O&ober, privately ; it was fuppofed to influence the deRtitifatf&ps of 
the ftates, which he fuppofed were too much difpofed to peace. But thefe efforts proved 
in vain, the people awakened by danger, refle&ed, and inveftigation 1 is always fatal to 
corruption. In the beginning of November a bold and energetic petition was: prefented 
to the magistrates by fome inhabitants of Amfterdam, wherein* it was urged" that the Hid- 
den and unexpefted appearance of the hereditary prince of Orange (the ftadtholder's 
eldeft fon) and the duke of York in that city, could have no other objed than to influence 
..the legiflativc deliberations, to induce them to confent to admit EngliJh troops, ,and to 

open the flukes in order to inundate the country; it concluded by deprecating" thefe 

pernicious meafures, and demanding a categorical anfwer concerning the object of tbofe 

vifitors, and the ad miffion of foreign troops. The perfons who prefented' the pethion 

were put under arreft, and to add to the infatuation, it was acknowleged to be done 1 at the 
requelt of* the Englilh minifter lord Malmftmry. The effect pf this tyranny '&fcd : 'rlre in- 
terference of the Englifhj produced an univerfal difquietude, and the. patriots were 1 : &i 
• neceffity foon releafed . ^ / ' /; ; " ^ 5 ' ' /. 

-The republicans were now at repofe, and the allies without pofiefling their fpirit Were 

.annoyed by fimilar wants and the aggravating miferies- of a putrid difeafe. J added to 
which their hofpitals were fo barbaroully neglected that thoufands perifhdd through the 
want of medicines, wine, clothing, and even of attendants. The debatfehed habits 
which are infeparabie from the confticution of the mercenary military eftablifhrhehts of 
Europe-, but particularly thofe of England, expofed them K<o all the inroads of difeafe j 
v/hile! they were Rationed at Arnheimit was common to bury fronV thirty to fbriy a clay* 
and few of thofe who entered the hofpitals ever returned thence. . . * 

The plan of invading Holland had been oppofed with all' the influence and ihduftfy of 
Pichegru ; and he expected that the cutaneous diforder which. called Him to BriifFels for 
cure, would operate powerfully in fupport of his reafonings; THe;mititary ; committee 

were partial to a projeft fuggeftedby general Daendals, a Dutch'patriot who had besri 

r aJawyer and alfumed thefword.* Fie was a man of vehemence and'ardbf, animated to 

enthufiafm in the caufe of civil liberty. He fuggefted the paflage of the Waal, and 

pledged himfelf for the fuccefs of the enterprife. During the period of repofe Daendels 

^had. orders to prepare for it, and he carried on his meafures in filence. He had gradually 

; collected a number of boats and rafts at Crevecceur and on the left fide of theMeufe, to 

.tranfport ttoops to- the ifland of Bommel \ at Bois-le-due; were provided materials for a 
bridge ; and not far from Kokerdum, & little above Nimeguen, were boats fufficient for 

. 300 infantry. On the feventh of December an attempt was made to crofs from Nime- 
, g.uen r in order to divert the attention, of the Englifli. Another feilnt was made on the 
fort of St.; Andre, while the main attack was dire&ed againft Bommel. At* this point 
Daendals was employed, and it could not be in; better hands fince he was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the pofition. But he foon difcovered that he could not then fucceed, and 
the expedition was for the time delayed. The Englifh ftationed at the village of Lant 
fired at thofe who crolTed at Nimeguen, and the feint intended from Kokerdum failed. 
On the night of the eleventh, the- attempt was renewed with rather better, though not 
full fuccefs. They eroded the river above Nimeguen, and near the canal, to the num- 
ber of about 5,000. A detachment of 200 at day-break of the twelfth, favoured, by^ a 

thick fog furprUed- an Hanoverian piqiiet at Pannern, made a major prifoner,. "poffeifed 
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themfelves of a : battery,' fpiked three guns, threw a* fourth into the river, arid retired 
vdfchout the lofs of a man. - A detachment that attempted to pafs at Emerick was lefe 

fortunate, the Auftrians who occupied it, fuflered them to reach the middle of the river, 
when fuddenly : opening : fheir batteries they funkfeveral boats, the remainder regained the 
ftiore with lofs. ' The party that paffed to attack fort St. Andre were equally unfortunate-; 
that pbfl 5 was il occupied by emigrants, and their fire was fo ferere and well directed that 

the republicans were obliged tb-retire. The main attack was alfo abandoned upon a re- 
prefentation 'bf Daendels to MoreaQy who^ordered t,he< troops to return. The winter 
had now become fevere, but ihe French troops were kept conftantly in exercife, and thefe 
petty enterpriles were calculated' to prepare them for the feverity of the feafon. The 
' com mit ? tfee j ttf ' pliblifc Tsfety foal* Kfued orders for the maintenance of the military opera- 
tions 'during the- winter, 1 and ^he capture of Holland was declared to be indifpenfibiy 
necefraryi' On the : fifteenth* of December the fro ft fet in with unufual rigor, and in the 

courfe-of/the 1 week both ihe Meufe and the Waal -were, frozen over* - Tiie thermometer, 
was f<^enteeri r - ; 

>' Pichegfu whole plan' it had been to winter the troops on the fide of the Waal, where 
^heyHhenrlay* ^ow thought expedient- to join the army.:. And oa the eighteenth ordered 
the divifion under general Bonneau to form the blockade of Breda in conjunction with 
'the divifiori of Tehiaire ; the inveftment was completed on the twenty-eighth. Grave 
was likewife blockaded and afterwards ibrrendered. On the twenty-feventh and twenty- 
eighth of December, a ftrong column of republicans compofing part of the right wing 
eroded the Meufe 'on theics, near the village of Driel, under Daendels and Often, and 
attacked the 136ft arid iiland of Bommel ; (truck with terror at the . appearance of the 
French in fb^fevere a feafon, the garrifon furrendered; and the garrifon of fort St. Andre 
followed its example. In a few days after the cold encreafed to fuch a degree, that the 
Waal above 1 Ninieguen was fo feverely frozen as to admit of any weight; and it was 

"indeed a : grand fpe&acle to fee the republican army, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
manoeuvring on the ice with the fame facility as on the folid ground. . . 

Pofterity will perhaps rank this among the many prodigies of this' extraordinary war, 
that are fo uncommon as to appear doubtful, and which almoft reconcile the ages of fable. 
The fa ft however is notorious that the French army with all its equipages pa (Ted. this great 
arm of the Rhine without either bridges or boats. They attacked the. allies for an extent 
of above twelve leagues, from Nimeguen to beyond theNecker. The right wing, as: be- 
fore obferved, were extended from Nimeguen to fort St. Andre,, where, they watched tbie 

motions of the allies, while the centre took Bommel-Waert and Langftraal, and the left 
forced the lines of Breda ; : ahuridred and twenty pieces of cannon,' fixteen hundred pri- 
foner.s, two pair of colours and three hundred horfes were taken in one day. Theiiland 
of Bommel is about five leagues in length and two in breadth, formed by the waters, iof 
the Meufe and Waal ; the Dutch garrifon endeavoured to efcape . acrofs.. the Waal, but 
were overtaken, and part of the regiments of Orange, Hohenloe, Friefland, and a Swifs 
corps were forced to furrender, and with fix gun boats laden with baggage were "taken. 

The French without lofs of time proceeded to eftablifh themfelves between^ the Waal 
and the Leek, in the Tieler-Waert, and the allies were under the greateft apprehenfions 
for Gorcumand GuUemberg. ; — '] " ;r :.r 

• The army of- the allies were - behind the ; Lihge. : The prind£ of. /Orange had his, -bead 

1 quarters at Gorcunv and his army near the town. The Englifti extended from Gallon* 
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■berg, where the right wing was potted, to Panerden which fupported the left. Alvinzy 
ivith twenty-five thoufand Auftrians in Englifli pay, formed a line from Arnheim to 



f > * 



Wefel. 

It was determined by the allies in this gofition to attack the French ; for this pur- 
pole a force amounting to fix thoufand five hundred* infantry and one thoufand cavalry 
under general David Dundas advanced in three columns; the right was ordered to keep 
its left wing to the river Viiet to turn Thuyl* and .attacking the rear of that village cut 

oiF the retreat of the republicans, whilethe left and. centre were to attack them by the 
dyke. 



1 * 
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At Geldermalfen the right column under lord Cathcart (truck* off from the reft of the 
•Englifli troops, and general Dundas fell in at break of day- on- the thirtieth *of December 
with the Heflians near Wardenberg, and finding the French had precipitately abandoned 
that place during the night, immediately puflied on to Thuyl, attacking that poft with 
great impetuofity , fo that nothwithftanding its natural ftrength, theabbatis by which it 
was prote&ed, the batteries of the town of Bommel which flanked the approach, and the 
considerable number of men that defended it, it was carried at the point of the bayonet, 

,. and the republicans were driven acrofs the river, with, the ; lofs of four pieces of artillery and 
:a number of men. 

It is to be obferved that the duke of York, whofe ignorance and. arrogance were of fo 

♦ much advantage to the French during hh whole career, left the ;army before this affair, 
having embarked for England on the.fixth. of December^ • 

It was on the day. that the: above affair took place at Thuyl jthat Graye . furrendered to 
the republicans. . It was defended by general Bons, with ( great valour and perfeverance ; 

he had declared in reply to a fummons that he never would furrender while he had afhor, 

:and he kept his word. It was computed that three thoufand and feventy (hells had been 

•thrown into the place by >the befiegers, and the whole town was reduced to a heap of 
t afhes. The capitulation was highly honorable to the believed and. the befiegers, particu- 
larly a ftipulation in. favour of the ficfc and wounded ; and in anfwer to a demand of the 
.citizens, to retain their property unmolefted and without regard to political opinions the 
French general Salm replied— cc the French make a duty of refpe&ing property and 

opinions/' 

On the fourth of January the French again croffed the. Waal, with a very fmall force ; 
•and the allies were unable to diflodge them from their pofition, The allies held a counfel 
:ln which it was determined, to retreat from all the pofitions on that river, the cannon 
:were fpiked, large quantities of ammunition deflroyed, and on the fifth they fell back 
■upon the Leek.- Another fmall a&ion took place at Gildermanfen on the eighth, be- 
tween eight hundred French and. a body of Englifli under general Dundas , the Englift 
claimed a: vi&ory, though, they were compelled to retreat with the lofs of one hundred 
: arid .fifty men. The two. bodies repulfed each the .other four feveral times in tins 

.On the 9th the French. brigade of general De Winter, another of the Dutch patriots, 

:who in the -year 1797^ commanded as admiral the Dutch fleet ; and the divifion under the 
.command of general McDonald, a Scotch- officer, took pofleflion of Thuyl, and puflied 

their reconnoitring parties as far as Linge.- General Salm ppfted fome troops at Gelder- 

ahderi tad Mattera. : On the 10th, the brigades of generals Vandamme and Compere 



j 
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with the divifiott under Moreau, paffed at Miltenguen, and took a pofition at Pannerdin 
to cover the right of the army ; Jourdan paffed at Kokerdum-fur-Gente and Reunrer at 
Oie-fur-BommeU The fuccefs of thefe corps facilitated the paffage of McDonald's bri- 
gade at Nimeguen, where the river having thawed he was obliged to employ boats, he en- 
tered the fort of Knoffembourg, where he took a temporary pofition. The thaw continued 
during the 12th and 13th, and interrupted the communication with the troops that had 
not yet paffed ; but it recommenced on the 14th, and the troops generally croifed the ice, 
amounting in all it was faid by the Englifli accounts, to feventy thoufand men, and took a 
pofition on the Leek and Rhine. 

Gorcum, that celebrated fortrefs which has been called the key of Holland j from the 
ftrength of its works and the facility with which it can be inundated, (till remained in the 
hands of the allies. On the 14th the French made a general attack upon ail the pofts of 
the allies between the Waal and the Rhine ; the London-gazette on this occafion ftates 
that the French were repul fed, but the allies actually retreated under cover of the night 
with the utmofl precipitation from the heights of Rhenen. At the fame lime general 
Walmoden's pofition was attacked near Arnheim, and the allies defeated in every quar- 
ter. And the whole retreated towards Devinther. Heufden immediately furrendered to 
the French, and anegociation was propofedfor the furrender of the whole country. On 
the 15th the allies paffed the celebrated lines of Greb, conftrutted in 1743-6, for the 
protection of Holland and Utrecht. On the i6th they marched towards Loonen, and oa 
4hat day the celebrated city of Utrecht furrendered to the French ; Arnheim was taken on 
the 1 8th by general Vandamme. The Britilh troops had taken their departure by way of 
Amersfort towards Zutphen, on the evening of the i6th,and Rotterdam fell without re- 

fiftance on the 1 8th, 

In the meantime the hereditary prince of Orange had abandoned Gorcum; the parti- 
zans of the Stadtholder were {truck with confirmation -; the princefs of Orange with the 
vounger part^of her family, plate, jewels, and moveables packed up, had efcaped for Eng- 
land on the. 15th. The Stadtholder and his eldeft fon did not leave Holland till the ipth, 
the former embarked with precipitation in a fmali open boat with only three men, in which 
he effe&ed a paffage to Harwich in England ; it was under the moft imminent peril he 
efcaped from the Hague, the populace having collected and determined to facrifice^ him as - 

the author of their misfortunes, by involving them in Engiifh politics. The fidelity of a 
fmall party of his body guard alone faved him, and they condu&ed him to Scheveling, 
only in time to procure the boat. The populace there alfo colie&ed to oppofe his flight, 
the guards fired upon them, feveral lives were loft in the tumult that enfued, but the Stadt- 
holder efcaped. i 
On the feventeenth Dr. Kraayenhoff, one of the baniflied patriots, arrived at Amfrer- 

dam with a letter from the French general to prepare the government for the reception of 
the French army. And on the nineteenth that important city was literally taken poffeflioxi 
of by thirty French huffars. The tree of liberty was immediately planted in all the 
fquares, the inhabitants unanimoully mounted the national cockade, chofe a revolutionary 
committee principally compofed of patriots perfecuted by the ftadtholder. On the twen- 
tieth general Pichegru entered the metropolis at the head of five thoufand men, and was 
•received by the inhabitants with great tokens of joy. To the immortal honor of the con- 
querors, great as their diftrefs was, their whole deportment was fuch as to produce the 
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mod cordial efteem for them j not a drop of blood was fhed nor any thing like perfec- 
tion for political opinion- The liberty and independence of the United Provinces was 
not left to be folicited, nor to be the effe£t of a treaty with the conquerors, their liberty 
was fpontaneoufly and publicly proclaimed, and the citizens were called upon by a free 
and general eleftion to appoint their own magiftrates. A patriot v/as chofen mayor and 
twenty-one others ele&ed reprefentatives in the ftates. 

General De Winter took poffeffion of Amersfort on the nineteenth, . On the fame 
day McDonald took a pofition behind the lines of Greb. On the thirtieth Gertruiden- 
berg capitulated to general Bonneau, who alfo took Dordrecht, paffing over the famous 
lake of Briefboch,- on the ice. Naerden was taken on the twenty-fecond, and on the 
twenty-third the Hague. On the fame day Helvoetfluys ; the allies left behind them 
fix hundred French prifoners, who rofe upon and took eight hundred Englifh* who were 
directly fent into France. 

Leyden and Haerlem followed the example of Amfterdam, and on the eighteenth the 
burghers of Leyden demanded the re-eftablifhment of the city guards which had been 

difbanded on the Pruffian ufurpation in 1789, which was granted. Flufhingj Middle* 

burg, and the whole ifland of Walchern furrendered on the thirtieth, 

The left of the army of the Sambre and Meufe, which had quitted Pruffian Guelders 

and entered Arnheim, formed a line from Amersfort to Naarden, on the Zuyder-Zee. 
Here the cavalry and light artillery marched over the ice and aflually captured feveral 
Dutch (hips of war* The Dutch admiral Storey appears r to h^ve a&ed in concert with the 
French at Middlebourg, two French commiilioners were difpatched from Cadfand, and- 
went on board the Dutch admiral's, fliip, and the tri-color flag was immediately hoifted 
with the loudeft acclamations ; the admiral then proceeded with the commiffioners to take 
poffeffion of Middlebourg. Breda and Williamftadt had opened their gates to the be- 
fiegers. Bergen-op-Zoom with a gamfon of four thoufand men, including the eighty- 
feventh Englifh regiment, was fummoned on the firft of February, and general Lemaire 

fent with the fummons a copy of the proclamation ilfued by the ftates-general of Holland, 
requiring all garrifon towns, in confequence of the ftadtholder's abdication, to open their 
gates to the French, The governor immediately capitulated. He wilhed to infert an 
article for permitting the Englifh regiment to pafs to England, but this was pofitively 
refufed. 

The whole province of Zealand capitulated to general Michaud on the fourth bf Feb- 
ruary- Perfeft religious liberty was guaranteed, property fecured ; French troops were 
not to be put into the garrifons, nor were affignats to be forcibly circulated. Overyflel, 
Groniingen, were in fome meafure occupied ftill by the Englifh, being on the right fide 
of YfTel, where they had formed a line from Doesburg. to Campen. This pofition was 
allowedly* ftrong and tenable, but to a beaten army no defences are fecure. Thofe who 
had not hefitated to crofs the Lys, Scheldt, Meufe, Waal, and Leek, and defeated the 
enemy under all thefe obftacles, would not be intimidated by the YfTel. The Englifh 
appear to be aware of this fad, and as foon as the French'advanced guard appeared at 
Herdenwich, they were flruck with fuch a panic that they abandoned Campen and ZwoK 
This pufilanimity encouraged the viftors to purfue tbeir fuccefs and to complete the entire 
conqueli of Holland before they fhould repofe. M'Donald took a pofition between 

Campen, Zwol, and Deventher. After the French had thus crofled the Yffel, the Eng* 
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lift totally abandoned the Dutch territory and retired into Weftphalia, and the king of 
Pruffia having formed a line of troops from Embden to Wefel, the Englifli took a pofi- 
don which placed the Pruffians between them and the republicans ! 

While thefe events were progrefling, the commiffioners of the convention were pro- 
viding means of comfort and repofe for ther toil-worn viftors, A requifition was made 
for afupply of clothing and provifions for the republican citizens in arms. The French 
republic was pledged for the payment of the amount, and a proclamation iflued by the 
filiates general on the twenty-feventh of January ftates, that the demand was made not as; ^ 
a conqueror but as an ally, in fupport of the common caufe. : 

The peace and unanimity with which the revolution of Holland was effe£ted;refle£hi 
high credit on the French armies, and exhibits an important leffon to corrupt governors,, 
of the little dependence which they can place on a people whofe rights they deftroy and: 
whofe happinefs they facrifice to foreign influence or perfonai ambition; The French* 

entered one of the firft capital cities ol Europe, and one of the richeft,. without parade*. 



pomp 
they 



It was three days before 

from the Waal to Amfterdam was covered 



witK officers and privates, without difcrimination, travelling along with fongs and feftivity 
that refembled rather the proceffion of peace to a rural fair, than the march of warriors in* 
a conquered country. As the French approached the towns- in all their marches, the- 
magiftrates deputed perfons to wait on them ; the municipalities were reorganized, the* 
the opulent in common with the poor, now entered the ranks as guards of police, order 
.was every where preferved, and the extraordinary fight was beheld of a people who had* 
been dull, fullen, and patient under a government, hailing the approach of their conquerors 
and rejoicing in the conqueft. This fpe£lacle was a remarkable contrail to- that which J 
had preceded it. The diforder and rapine of the Englith foldiery was fuch while in* 
Holland, that the duke of York not only hanged feveral of his unfortunate foldiers, but 

was induced from the frequency of their, diforderly behaviour, to delegate an authority* 

to his provoft-marlhal to difpenfe with every form of trial, and an the dete&ion of any* 
diforder or robbery, to hang the perfons up.. Such was the difference between the con^ 



he friend 

j 



their 



and in a fpeech adapted with great addrefs to the character of the people and the occa- 
fion i he dilated on the happy releafe which they obtained from the corrupt tyranny of the 
ftadtholder, and the glorious profpeft they, now had of re-eftablifliiug that freedom, for > 
which their anceftors fuffered fo much — he confidered.the extraordinary froft of ; the 
feafon, by which their delivery had been facilitated as an interference of providence ins 
their behalf— and recommended a fuitable fpirit of juftice, equity, and humanity ini 

all their proceedings 
gotten. 



for 



government, 



depofnion of the ftadtholder from all his offices. Among thefe were, a 1 .declaration of' 
the fovereignty of the Dutch people, and of the rights of man— the abolition of the- 

offices of ftadtholder, admiral and captain general of the United Provinces, and all? 

their appendages-.- the college, of the deputy council and .chamber : of account* were fup ? p 
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, and a committee of public fafetyj of military affairs, and of : finance eftablifhed 




in their room— -the comraiflion of deputies to the affembly, calling itfelf the tfates. gene- 
ral, was recalled — the right; of (hooting, hunting, and fifhing on a ; manVown ground 
wa& reftored— taxes proyifionaily Continued, but to be fpeedily equalizedr— inundations 
to be repaired— the fufpenfion of the powers of the agents of the dates general at 

•Paris—- the cbmraiffion of the new reprefentativefc to take place of the ftates general now 
abolifhed, 

.The affembly next dire&ed its attention to the ftate of the bank; of Amfterdam: 
nothing fo much proves the moderation of the, French, and the difpofition of the D.utch 
to the overthrow of their; former government, as the ftate of this institution. It appeared 
that no deficiency whatever exifted in the affairs of the bank ; but that the debts balanced 
the credits, with an exception of fecurities which , had been from time to time received 
in. lieu. of money, during the laft fifty years; fuch as bonds of the the India company 
of Amfterdam^ guaranteed by different liates.; of bonds of the dates, and the' city of 
Amfterdam ; and of loaps iffued on filch fecurities ; but that the intereft on all demands 
agamft the bank, continued to be fully and pun&ualiy pidd* 

The retreat of the: Britifh. army by the route of Deventher has been noticed;; ; -They 
reached that place on the twenty-fixth and twenty-feventh of January, but w6re riot, long 
able to maintain themfelyes in that pofition, as they were xlofely purfued by' about forty 
thoufand. of the French. At Deventher, Zwol, Zutphen, they left great numbers, of 
fick behind* Of the lofs in this march no return has been evergiven,. but it has been 
toniputed that the; Englifli could not have loft lefs than fix thciufand men out of thirteen 
thoufand that remained alive oh the firft of February, On the' march from Amersfort 
alone, three hundred foldiers were frozen to death, befide women- and children, the.num- 
ber of iwaggOns; .employed for the removal of the lidk. was oni' hundred and fixty, which 
at theratfe.of ten only to a waggon made fixteen hundred 1 , independent of the wounded 
and? defparate cafes- left; behind, A greater fcene of human- miferV perhaps neVer was 
exhibited than iii the marches .of the Engliflv in this winter campaign* And the gerieral 
corruption .of. the government pevaded even the- departments of ' mifery. The wine pro- 
vided for the fick was wafted in debauchery by. the commiffatie's, or fold to provide for 
their extravagance j. while the hofpitals were left in want ; and even the perfons ferit as 
furgeons to . the armies weW fo totally ignorant of their profeffion, that hundreds fell 
viftims to i this ! branch of patronage. In the two days that the Englifh remained at 



Zutpheu .they; deftroyed: i z^ooo ftand: of arms, 50,000 pounds; of powder, fonie millions 
o£imuf^uet amni\initibhi. biie hundred- gun carriages, fpiked all- their artillery, dnd de- 
ftroyed till their Avorking implements and (lores- to an incredible amounts This was the 
people deftined;tO' conquer France!. O miferableand horrible blindnefs arid depravity! 0 
fad aB& lamentable evidence of ^ national 1 blindiiefs k«d ambitious imbecility ! . 
~ ; On^the, tenth:* of; February the. republican iftying, army was obliged to abate their pro* 
grefs at Scuitorp, from a prodigious flood of the river Vecht, which was occauoaed by a 
iuiid&L* thfdwrrf riand-; the folders iwere! employed? in brfea'kihg-tHe maffesv'of ^ice'whidh clogged 
the jafccfaes>io£<. the bridge ihrofrde* tor clear a paffage for the: waters;. -Oh the twelfth they 
croffdd) tfo&:Emsat;R4ieine,'and .proceeded on theirmarch without: interruption till the 
t^rityffourthiv.wh^ni.-the ■ poflrsi.oT Nieuhaus and Velthuys y -chiefly occupied by the emi- 
granttcorps, 1 were attacked: by. »d advanced guard of the republicans^- and, dHven : before 
them with one hundred killed and wounded,. 
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The Engltfh divifion under lord Cathcart encountered ftill greater J difficulties, as his 
tear was continually harraffed by the French advanced parties. At GomingeiLthe Eng- 
lifh were refufed admittance into the city, and, every, where they were, treated with 
difrefpeft and diflike* On: the twenty-feventh and twenty-eighth of March the main 
body of the Englifli reached -Bremen, where they i remained until the tenth of April, 
when they clofed their career of madnefs," and mifery^by embarking for England. 

Here ended the vi dories of the French in the nothern countries : and' having nothing 
on that fide but the fea and the ftates of the king of Pruffia, with whofe troops they 

received orders ro forbear from all hoftilities on the firft of March;: they were of necelfity 

forced to terminate their^ conquefts, not fori .want of warriors but. of countries to 
.conquer. ' . «. : 

The two divifions of the army of the Sambre and Meufe^ being no longer neceffary 
here, they repaired the Rhine and again joined Jourdan, following his movements up that 
, river, where be took poll near Coblentz, relieving the army of the Mofelie that was near 
.Luxembourg 5 this latter joined the army of the Rhine before Mentz* After the conquefi 
of Holland was thus completed all the armies were xeady to aft with thofe in other quar- 
ters, excepting twenty-five thoufand raen,v which the Batavian republic obtained from the 
French government. 

Several changes now took place in the armies. Pichegru, whofe command of the ar- 
mies in Holland amounted to little more than an agency, for tranfmitting the orders of the 
military committee and for making returns of the operations of the feveral divifions ; was 
now. removed to the command of the army of the Rhine and Mofelie, he retained the 
.nominal zcommandpf the Sambre and Meufe army led by Jourdan } Moreau was appoint- 
ed to the command of the army of the north. 

Pofterity will with difficulty credit the aftonilhing exploits of the French during this 
winter campaign: 5 and hiftory, though it fhalf confine itfelf to the bounds of :the moft 
Scrupulous fidelity, finding nothing in the lapfe- of ages to compare with the French vic- 
tories, they will appear doubtful* They will behold formidable enemies Xurrounding 
•France in every point— the two Sicilies, T ufcany, Portugal, Spain, Sardinia, on the fouth ; 
Auftria and the vaft horde of feudal powers on the eaft ; ^England, Holland, -Prulfia, 
iloffia, on the norrh:, pouring force and corruption on the French territory, and . even 
blocking up the univerfai high road of the ocean ; while a horrible fcene of carnage is 
fomented in la Vendee on the weft. The whole force of Europe concentrated againft one 
people, againft a , people deemed frivolous, effeminate, and inconftant ; deprived by fear 
or treachery of external fuccour, torn to pieces by internal faftion and civil war ; againft a 
.Hate whofe bands of fociety were torn afunder ; without fixed leaders, without money, 
without bread ; abandoned to anarchy, a prey to the moft fatal confpiracies, and the moft 
virtuous and zealous fupporters of her glory, her freedom, and herfafety affaflinated on the 
pretence of promoting her fecurity. Who will believe that a ftate thus alfaiied, apparent- 
ly tottering on the verge of ruin, could abide fuch terrible (hocks, could fupport fuch an 
immenfe burthen, and parry blows multiplied, fudden, and dextrous;? Who could be- 
lieve that France thus alfaiied (hould ftili maintain her territories untouched ? Yet all this 
ftehas done, and adions more prodigious. Not contented with defending her ancient 
boundaries, fhe has enlarged them, and difmembered thofe powers who. had contra&ed to 

difmemberiand parcel her out 5 and at the moment when all Europe believed that her lub« 
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.jugation was on the verge bf being accomplifhed and her, confequence. .as a nation annihi- 
lated for ever. L . \ • • ! ' . . • 

■ 

In the days of Scipio, the exploits^ ,o£ Hannibal brought Home to the verge of def- 
tru&ion. = The dangerfc that threatened' the .city roofed th e : dormant courage of the 
Romans.: They conquered^Hannibal j and ; not contented with efcaping' the greateft of 
dangers, they carried war, ravage, and deftru&ion into the bofom of Carthage, This 

• is the only hiftorical faft which bears any:refemblance tothe matchlefs events of the cam- 

': paign; But what ja /difparity I The Ramans Itad . but :ohe power to combat ; the French 
had atleaft thirty, \ The former needed only :td;direcl their, : ftrength >to one point ; the 
latter had to refiil ;on. every point of awaft circumference: The Romans iwcre ;united a£ 

home, the French were torn by difcord. The former had a wife and well organized 
government, the >latter. were without one, arid preyed upon by an unexampled tyranny, 
iupported *on the. 1 credulity of the people iand the fucceffesof ^hcarrnks^ The Romans 
terminated their triumph by the defiruetion of their rivals the fjfrench conquered Holland 
. and gave it freedom:;. rhey.conqjuered/BelgiuOT an^ gave, her; the privileges of her < own 

vaft fortunes and; name in; place' of fubjefUoh.andcflaviery., . ■ f !..... > 

.'Gould it- be fuppofed: that a people, iuriounded byJibft& of difciplined/men and led by 
generals bred up to ta&ics, and inured to all the arts of war ; Ihould with armies fcf 
youths taken from the plough; be able to drive them from their territories, conquer em- 

pires r pafs the. Alps arid Pyrenees, traverfe the morafles of Bat a via, and extend their 

conquefts beyond all former martial power, and under^ci rearm ft a rices of.. difficulty equally 
. unexampled ? Yet air this was done, : and. fucceeding yeahsrwere -even' to elevate fche heroic 
charadiex of .thefe republicans (till bjgher: on the lifts, of glory rahd Tpread wider her con- 
quefts and freedom. .... v ... 

While thefe unparalleled events were taking place m the Low" Countries, the mi- 
litary operations on the Rhine, and in other parts appeared to languiflv and few 
movements of much importance were attempted by the French. But they were not 
wholly inactive, for in the month of December they appear to have entertained hopes of 
the Tpeedy redu&ion of Mentz, and began to transport towards its vicinity, a quantity 
of heavy artillery from "Landau and other parts. On the twenty-fourth of that month 
the fort Du Rhine which covered Manheim, furrendered to the arms of the republic by / 

capitulation, without a gun being fired thus this beautiful i town was faved from the 
calamities of a bombardment- -On the twenty- ninth , the fort of Zulback near Mentz 
fuftained three attacks from the French; .but they were repulfed with the lofs of four 

hundred men, . The balls reached. Mentz and killed a young woman {landing in the 

market-place. After the reduction of Manheim, the troops which had been employed 
againft the fort -of the* Rhine: were: fent to reinforce the army before Mentz, The 
operations of the^fiege,. however, were fufpended and converted into a blockade until 
the fummer. 

A. D. 179 S»l ; - In March the republicans were enabled* to make fome advances into 
•the bifhopric of Munfter. .< Benthdm was taken iearly in that :month, after an obftinate 
engagement, and on the thiriy-firfl they advanced to Bieneii, a league diftant from Rees, 
:andan engagement commenced at an early- hour. The French wereat firft repulfed, but 
having brought according to their new ta&ies, Trefti bodies of troops into a#ion, the 
b^itte-^ and a- -great flaughter of their 
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troops. Bieinen was immediately taken. After this the Auftrians appear to hare loft all 
energy and activity in the north of Germany, and the conquefts of the French were 
only bounded by natural obliacles or neutral territory. 

; On th'e fide ipf Spain vi&ory feemed equally to precede the armies of the republic; 
and the only refiftance which they experienced was from bad roads and the natural 
ramparts of the country, its mountains, through which the French generals with the 
ardor and perfeverance of -Hannibal, were forced to cut their way. The port of Rofes, 
eight leagues to the north-eaft of Gironne, in the province of Catalonia, and on the 
borders of the Mediterranean fea, was considered as an objeft of great importance, the. 
whole" force of the army of the Eaftern Pyrenees was dire&ed towards its reduction at the 
dole of the year 1794. The pofleflion of the fort of Bouten, which commanded the 
bay. of Rofes, and'kept the naval forces in check, was firft neceffary to be taken, and 
it was carried with the accuftomed intripidity and gallantry of the republicans ; after, 
which, the fiege of Rofes commenced in form, and the firft parallel was opened before 
its gates ; "but the operations were interrupted by an unufual flood from the fall of a 
heavy rain and melting of fnow., and twenty-three days elapfed before the befiegers could 
employ their works ; and a new mode of attack was determined upon. A fmall hill 
.which overhung the city, was occupied by the French engineers, and on the night of 

the thirtieth of December a battery of eighteen 24-pounders was* began and completed; 

On the morning of the third of January, they began to batter in breach, but the firft 
Ihot was fcarcely fired when the French volunteers folicited permiflion to mount to the 

aiTault. The wall was already damaged, but the garrifon embraced the darknefs of the 
night to embark on boardtthe Ihips anchored in the bay ; leaving five hundred and forty 
men who furrendered at difcretion. The inhabitants were under extreme apprehenfions, 
but they were foon relieved by the good order and liberality of the generals and the re- 
publican foldiery* On the fifteenth of May another fignal victory was obtained over 
the Spaniards ; about 3000 men appeared bn the fide of Siftellia, and endeavoured to 
furround the French- They^were attacked and put to flight with great lofs. Shortly- 
after the- negociations, for which the firft overtures came from Spain through the 
American minifter,- terminated in a treaty, which delivered rhe Spaniards from an 
t.abfurd, -a prodigal, and a difgraceful war. The particulars fhall be noticed in another 

place. ■' 

In addition to the obfervations above offered on the unrivalled fuccefies of the republi- 
can armies, it may be interefting to give a lift of the acquifitions made by the republic 
from the commencement of the war, to this period, as it was prefented to the convention 
:in a report, and the fa&s are ;all particularly and fpecially corroborated by the exifting 
itate of things at the time : 



The nine United Provinces of Brabant, Antwerp, Mechlin, Limburg, Luxemburg, 
Namur, Hainault, Artois;, Cambrefis, and Flanders 3 forming the Auftrian Netherlands, 
before fubjeft to the emperor of Germany, 

The Seven United Provinces of Holland, Zealand, Friefland, Groningen, Overyflel, 
Guelderland, and Utrecht, forming the Dutch nation, fubjett formerly to the ftadt- 
•holder. , , 

The principality of Liege, with the cities of Liege and Spa, formerly fubjeft to the 
prince biftiop of Liege. ; ; 
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The biflhopric of Spires with its chief city, formerly fubjeft to its fovereign bifhop. 

The bifhopric of Worms, fubjett to its bifhop. 

The duchy of DeuxPonts, formerly fubjeft to the ele&or palatirie.- 

All the electorate of Treves on the fouth fide of the Rhine, with the chief city of the 

ele£lorate, and the city of Coblentz. * 

All the electorate of Cologne on the fouth fide of the Rhine with its chief city. 

All the electorate of - Mentz, its chief city only excepted,pn the fouth fide of the Rhine, 

All the dominions of the elector Palatine, on the fouth fide of the Rhine, with Man* 
heim the chief city. * 

The duchy of Juliers, with its chief city, Aix la Chapelle, formerly fubject to the elec- 

tor Palatine. 

The duchy of Cleves, with the cities of Cleves and Wefel, formerly fubjedt to the king 
of Pruffia. 

In the fouth the duchy of Savoy, with its chief # city Chamberry, formerly fubjeCt to 
the king of Sardinia. 

The city and county of Nice, with its capital port, formerly fubjeCt to Sardinia. 
The principality of Monaco formerly fubjeCt to its peculiar prince. 

. From Spain the greateft part of their richeft provinces of Bifcay and Catalonia, with 

their important cities, garrifons, forts, and founderies. 

To all which was to be added the Dutch naval force, and all the immenfe refources 
andftoresof that general depot of Europe. 

The vfhole of thefe countries are calculated to contain a population of thirteen milions ! 

With this account a table of military events was prefented to the convention by Car* 
not ; it commences with the battle of Hondfchoote, and ends with the capture of Rofes, 

embracing a period of only feventeen months— 

t Viflories including eight pitched battles, 27 1 Forts and redoubts, -*:.«. 230 

A&ions of lefs note, - - - . r 120 Cannon taken, • 3,800 

Killed of the enemy, - - - - .84,000 Mulkets, - - - - 70,000 

Pnfoners, ------- 91,000 Powder, pounds, . - - - -1,900,000 

Strong places and cities taken, - - 116 Pair of colours, • - • - 60 

By liege or blockade, - - - - - 36 1 

This table was ordered to be hung up in the hall of the convention, and fent to the 
armies. 3 

Jt is almoft impoffible to form an eftimate^of the immenfe advantages which the French 
derived from thefe conquefts. The' ftores and granaries of Oftend alone afforded a fup- 
ply to the republic equal to ten millions ; and Belgium afforded a contribution of twenty- 
five millions infpecie. For eight months the armies of the republic fubfifled wholly on 
the produce of the captured countries. The domains liable to be taken into the hands 
of the republic were eftimated at three thouf and millions of livres ; and this only was more 
than fufficient to fecure the principal of. all the affignats in circulation. 

The commiffioners fent into the conquered countries condu&ed themfelves in a manner 

that attached the conquered to the republic ; their meafures were regulated by the moft 

moderate principles j and not content with fecuring the people in quiet poffeffion of their 
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property, they undertook ta provide for thefupport of th^poor at the national expence ; 
induftrywas. encouraged* and ev-ery incitement held out to promote confidence and attach- 



a 



ment. 

r 

from the- ufual antipathy excited by 
\ While Fran ce; triumphed againft 
diftra&ed the. hofom: of her govern 
tuated. country of La Vendee. This tra& of territory has been before defcribed ; its 
inhabitants fimple, ignorant, and eafily deluded by their clergy, were ait once the fport 



of 



Rome, aQ;ed 



The emiffaries of treachery from England, and of 



The 



of thefe apoftie 



the piopular Journals, or where the national-guards 



It has b.een. alfo afferted with much appearance of 

measures and emiffaries rather cheriftied and encouraged this civil war than otherwifec 
According to as report delivered by Garnot to the convention, the moft treacherous arti- 
fices had been employed' by the ufurper to delude the infurgents into confidence, to flatter 

their hopes* at one time and drive them- to defpair at another; to afford them hopes of 

jud, and then. to betray them; fo that they paid no regard to the declarations or 
pr,omifes made ut the name of the government ; and at length they broke out into a revolt 
caufed at once by foreign corruption and local defpair. 

In, tr^atmgi'of: the events in this quarter in the preceding part of this volume, it was 
noticed,, that: although 'driven acrofs the Loire after they had been defeated at Martagne 
and Chollet, the: natural receffes of that romantic country ftiil afforded fhelter to thou- 
fands,. and if: they were no longer able' to make a decifive- ft^nd in the face of day, flili 
their nocturnal: devaftations^ harraffed the peaceable citizens, and almoft rendered the 
country a . defart,.. Among a people fo much attached to royalty and ariftocracy, and 

inur ; ed| to the. feudal fyftern,* if might have been expefted. thattheir leaders would c have 



fele&ed 

t 

ifty dignity, of 



pp ^- ^ w ^ — — — — — — - ^ — 1 — •* T — — 

army were 'Charette, who had 



been a lieutenant of marines, and Stofflet, who had been a gameJceeper. The latter pie 



heian.leader,. however appears 



that could not be expefted from a 



wras 



mand 



diftin 



ferocity. Stofflet even in regular warfare would have been deemed a good- pattifan by 

Cuch heroes as Frederic the great man-killer of Pruffia. Both poffefled a complete 

knowledge of the country. - . . 

The downfall of: Robelpierre was followed by this Angular effect? the fuppreffion of the 

upon She propofition of Carnot to the 



Vend^an , infurerents 



and: proclaimed, throughout Vendee, offering, ihftead 
profcription, which had defoiated their country, pardon, amity, and .protection ; this 
with the puniaiment of Carrier appear to have had the happieft effea. The chiefs were 

deferted- by their followers, and the commiffioners received the penitents who flbckedint© 
them- with cordiality and generofity. 

vol.. iv, . ■■■ _ 
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After fome preliminary negociations in the beginning of February, Charette and the' 
principal chiefs of his army, in the name of the Vendeans, and another chief of the 
name of Cormartin, reprefenting thofe infurgents known by the name of Chouans, or 
night owls, fignified their intention to live in future fubjeft to the laws of the republic, 
and to deliver up all their arms and magazines. Stofflet alone at the head of a few hun- 
dreds, refilled for fome time the offers of amnefty, either through jealoufy of the other 
chiefs who fubmitted, or in the expectation of obtaining better terms. In the mean time 
conferences were opened in February at Laple, about three leagues from Nantz, be- 
tween all the chiefs of the Chtouans and Vandeans, with the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple on miffion in that department ; and on the third of March the treaty was folemnly 

concluded, figned, and ratified at Nantz, 

The entry of Charette and his companions into that city was announced by a difcharge 
of artillery ; Charette who rode a beautiful charger, was dreffed in blue, and had a 
tricolor ribbon thrown round him as a fafli, his hat decorated with a long feather ; he 
was followed at the head of the proceffion by four of his lieutenants ; then followed a 
groupe of reprefentatives then another groupe formed of the ftafF of Charette; ano- 
ther of reprefentatives ; then Canclaux general of the army of the Weft with his ftafF. 
and the Vendean officers ; a company of infantry, a fquadroa of dragoons, one of gen- 
darmes, and a detachment of the grenadiers of the national-guard, preceded by a nu- 
merous band of muficians, and followed by the remnant of the Nantes cavalry; and 
iaftly two coaches decorated with the cap of liberty, and filled with the pacificatory com- 
xnifiaries. The reprefentatives feemed to be animated with joy, and frequently exclaimed 
vivelafaix, which was repeated by the people. . Charette did not appear cheerful. 

The proceffion marched into the town very flowly; thence they repaired to the 
quarters of the reprefentatives, where the chiefs partook of fome refrefhments. Many 
of them went to the play-houfe; At their appearance the orcheftra played the favourite 
tune, Ou peui-en etre mieux qiCan fein de fa famille I The fpe&ators accompanied with 
enthufiafm. The municipal officers caufed the air to be repeated Teveral times, The 
acclamations, the bravos, the clappings of hands, rendered that fcene truly affedting; 
Thofe, however, who were the obje&s of it, appeared but little to participate in the 
rejoicing. 

The declaration figned by Charette, Cormartin, Sapineau, and the other chiefs, was 
. 'expreffed in very ftrong. terms ; fuch as were calculated entirely to perfuade the country 

'of their fincerity, and fuch as left no room for evafion* with refpeft to the nature and 

iobjeds of the treaty.* 

46 Whilft an oppreffive government (fay they) deprived our fellow-citiaens of their 
pioft precious rights, we have defended ours with firmnefs and perfeverance. We ex* 
haufted in our misfortunes every fucceffive aid.- Defpair at length- lent- us its frightful 
Tuccour, and rendering. us infenfible to thofe considerations which foften the moft feroci- 
ous hearts, had engraved on ours rather the. refolution to die,, than to live under fuch a * 
tyraiiny. 

' "/But now the government of blood has difappeared- The leaders of that impious 
fa&ion which covered France .with cyprefs and mournings have paid,, with' their heads; 
the forfeit of their criminal deiigns. . TKe reprefentative Ruelle, the friend of the laws 

and of humanity, is come to bear amongft us the words of peace. That confidence 



^ 



* 
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which had been weakened tr/ the a£ts of barbarity which had preceded his miflion > 
begins now to revive* On his appearance, we feel no difinclination to fuch approaches 
as may tend to remove the calamitous efte&s^of our divifions. New representatives 
worthy of our efteem and our praife, have bee»" joined to the firft , we have informed 
them of our intentions, and our defire of a fincere pacification, guaranteed by honour* 
In our conferences we have made them underftand what interefted the happinefs of our 
country, and what it belonged to their prudence and wifdom to grant, for the purpofe 
of obtaining the defireable end of peace- United in the lame tent with the reprefentatives * 
of the v people, we felt more ftrongly, ifpoffible, that we were ftill Frenchmen, and fttould - 
be animated only by the genera) good of the country. 

" It is with thefe fentiments that we declare to the national convention, and to • 
France, our fubmiffionto the French lepublic, one and indivifible, and our acknowlege- 
-ment of its laws ; and that we enter into a formal engagement not to make any attempt : 
againft them. We promife to furrender, as foon as polfible, all the artillery and horfes 



polfeffi 



bear 




public. 

At the fame time an addrefs was publifhed by Charette, and four others of the prin- - 
cipal revolters, to the inhabitants of La Vendee, exhorting .them to fubmit to the laws,*. 

oiling the juftice and liberality of the convention, — and fetting before them, in a - 
ftrong point of view, the folly and mifchfef of perfeverance in a bad caufe. . 

The refiftanee of Stofflet was protracted, as has already been intimated, for a few ■ 
weeks but the defection of all the other royalifts, and even their determination to take ■ 
an a&ive part, and to afiift the republicans in reducing to fubmiflion this refra&ory ' 
general, appears to have had a fenfible effedt upon his army, which was confiderably 
weakened by gradual defections. On the twentieth of April, Stofflet, and the remainder - 



fignecfa public declaration of ..their fubmiflion to the laws of 



terms 



republic. It was in the 
; " We, the underfigned commander in chief and officers of the catholic and royal 
army of Anjpu and. Upper Poitou, do hereby declare, that, animated by a defire of 
peace, we have delayed its conclufionto this day, for no other reafon, than that we might 
previoufly take the. fenfe of the people, with whofe interefts we are entrufted, and 
of the chiefs of the* catholic and royal army of Brittany; Now, that their fentiments have 
•been proclaimed* not only by a publication of the twelfth of February 1795, entitled 
Words of Peace,- but alfo by the declaration of the firft of Floreal (April 19,) we accede 
to the mealures taken by the reprefentatives of the people, to pacify the departments i 
hitherto in a ftate of infurreftion, by fubmitting to the laws of the republic, one and indi- 
vifible, and promifing never to carry arms againfl:. . her, and to deliver up our artillery / 

as foon as pollible. 



May 



foreig 



We 



fociety 



:cationi to repair to the national convention, there toatteft thefincerity of our fentiments, . 

-and to deftroy • the fufpicions which disaffected perfons may excite againft the loyalty of ; 



t «ur intention*" 
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The fingular circumftances of the cafe render it nece^ryto infert thefe authorities at 
; full length, as they form the only proper criterion for determining concerning the guilt 

or innocence, the integrity or falsehood, of the individuals who afterwards acfced in dire£fc 
violation of them, — and as they mayfipoflibly aflift us in accounting tor the fubfequent 
conduft of the parties concerned. 

Early in March a naval attion todk place between the French and the Englifli fquadrons 
in the Mediterranean. The Englifli fleet had fo much retarded the tranfport ot grain to 

France that the committee of public fafety directed the fquadi.on at Toulon to put to fea 

and fight the enemy wherever found. Rear admiral Martin in the Sans-culotte of 120 
guns, having the nationalcommiflioner Letourneur (afterwards a member of the direc- 
tory) on board, failed from Toulon, with fourteen other ihips of the line, three frigates 
;and three fmaller vefiels, the latter end of February, On the 6th of March off cape Corfe 
•they defcrieda (hip of war coming out of the gulph of St- Fiorenzo, which proved to be 
\the iBerwickof feventy-four guns on her way to join the Englifli flee; then at anchor in 
:the bay of ^Leghorn. Three frigates were fent to attack this Ihip to whom the (truck after 
a fliort action. On the nth of March, the Mercure of feventy-four guns feparated from, 
the French fleet in a gale, together with the Berwick. The French, ad miralfhif ted his flag 
.on board the frigate la Friponne, and with him went the commiflioner, in order to dired 
the movements of the fleet with more alacrity. On the 12th the Sans-culotte parted com- 
pany, and on the fame day the Englifli fleet appeared in fight, having failed from Leghorn 
on the 8th, upon hearing that the French fleer was at fea. The Englifli fleet confifted of 
fourteen fail of the line and three frigates* Both fleets were on the fame tack, {landing 
towards cape Noli ; on the morning of the 13th the Englifli admiral, threw out a fignal for 

the line of battle, which was alfo done by the French admiral on board his frigate ; the 

Ca-iraof 80 guns, an unwildly (hip, in tacking fell on board the Viftorie, carried away 
her two top-mafts, and threw the rear of the French into diforder,. which the Englifli 

admiral improved, and ordered a frigate to rake her fore and aft, which (he did feverely till 

the Agamemnon Englifli fliip came up and poured in feveral broadfides, which, totally 

difabled the Viftoire. 

Meanwhile the Ca-ira was expofed to the fire of the whole. Englifli van for two hours, 
by which fhe was fo much difabled as to render it. neceflary for a frigate to tow her off, 
which was done by La Veftal with great fkilL The Cenfeur which was at the. head of 
the line received orders to cover the Veftal, but inftead thereof the Cenfeur took her in 

.tow, notwithftanding repeated orders, which however appear to: have been, the effect of 

jniftake* 

On the morning of the fourteenth the two difabled (hips of the French: fleet were con- 
fiderably diftant, and clofe to the Englifli. van, and the latter appeared working up to cut 
them off. The French fleet was under the land and becalmed, the Englifli farther out 
had a light land, breeze; and in this fituation the two difabled fhips were attacked again; 
while the fleet made every effort to come down to their aflittanee, but gpt.very flowly into 
a&ion. The Courageax and Iljuftrious Englifli (hips were feverely received by the Ga- 
ira and Cenfeur ; but an Englifli three-decker raked them fo feverely that they could no 
longer move. Three others of the. French fleet only got into, action, but the conflict was 
fevere and lafted till two o'clock in the afternoon* Two of the Englifli fhips were did 

matted. The conflict ended in the retreat of the French fhips that had been in . aflioji^ 
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• .leaving the Ca-Ira and Cenfeur in poffefiion of the Englifh. The lofs of men in the 
..Englifh fleet was feventy- five killed and two hundred and eighty wounded. The Englifh 
ihip Illuftrious was afterwards caft away near Avenza, having been rendered wholly un- 
manageable. This a&ion was a very ftriking^ proof of the want of difcipline in the naval 
operations oEvthevFiienQli^^nd'ftiev/ed aifo what they were capable of executing with that 
acquifition. It is remarkable that among the fifteen (hips of this French fieet, fix were 
'fhips which admiral Hood had reported burnt by him on his flight from Toulon in 1793,' 
.Viz. Le Tonnant, Le Conquerant, Le Mercure, Le Heureux, Le Timoleon (then called 
;La* Commerce de Bourdeaux) and La Ca-ira (then called La Couronne) and a feventh, 
the Aicide, reported by admiral Hood to be unfit for fervice, was one of the fame fieet. 
In the beginning of June another naval affair occurred, in which thefkillof the Englifh 



.navy .was very confpicuoufly difplayed in a retreat, Admiral Cornwallis with five flaps cf 
the line a.nd two frigates was cr uifing off Belleifle on the 1 6th of June, fell in with a French 
'fleet. pf thirteen fail of the line and fome frigates j a calm coming on nothing occurred, 
but in the morning the French fl eet was feen bearing?upon both quarters of the Englifh 
,to windward* . About nine o'clock, the leading ihips of the French line began to fire up- 
upon the Englifh (hip Mars, which as well as the reft of the Englifii fleet kept up a 
tunning fire during the whole day ; the Englifh admiral is faid to have efcaped by 
throwing, out a fignal for a large fleet being in fight, which induced the French fleet to 
ilacken fail. in order to form a compad line, by which means the Englifh admiral had an 
opportunity to efcape. 

On the 23d of the fame month a"naval vi&ory of fome importance was achieved by ad- 
miral Bridport, over the ^French fleet that had chafed Cornwallis, off L* Orient. The 
Englifh force confifted of fourteen fhips of the line and eight frigates; the French of 
twelve (hips of the line and nine frigates- At dawn of day on the twenty-fecond the 
* fleets came in fight. The French appeared to bear up in line of battle, they continued to 
manoeuvre, there being little wind all the night ; on the morning the action commenced 
about fix o'clock and continued until three o'clock in the afternoon. It terminated in 

1 1 

the capture of the Formidable, the Tigre, and the Alexander, the latter an Englifh fliip 
that been captured in the :laft year. Tn the courfe of the winter of 1794, a French fquadroft 
of one Ihip of the line,-, two frigates, and two floops deftroyed all the Englifh fettlements 
on the coaft of Africa, took a number of merchant fhips and an immenfe quantity of 




oceeding in the narration of the winter campaign, and paying 



rendered 



igard to the ann.ua! courfe of 



each 



other, to blend them with the tranfa&ions of this year. 
The convention which had been fo much diftinguifh 



much 



fomuch of glory and crimes, fomuch of the dignity of liberty and the degradation of 
fa&ion and tyranny, was to clofe its labours in this year j and by its concluding a&s removed 
the odium which it had fuffered to be infli&ed on France, and in fome degree compenfated 
for the injuries which it had endured in the facrifice of the virtuous and the abufe of the 
caufe^ of liberty. 
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The punifliment of Carriere, was a ftrong evidence of the return of pure and humane 

principles ; and it was eafy to fee that it was only a prelude to bolder meafures and the 
reftoration of the laws of equity and juftice* Le Bon the inftrument of Robefpierre P 
had been put under arrefi. on the ninth of Thermidor, but his trial had from various 
caufes been delayed ; Fouquier Tainviile the fanguinary public accufer had aifo been pla«* 
ced in arreft. The prefidents of the revolutionary-tribunal had been puniflied, but Tain- 
viile was not tried until December 1794, a decree was patted againfl both of thefe* ^and 
a report ordered to be made by the committees on their crimes* On the fame day 
Tallien moved that a report fhould be made concerning all thofe perfons imprifoned on 
the ninth and tenth of Thermidor, in order that thofe who were innocent or milled 
fhould be releafed, and the feverity of juftice exercifed on the principals only. A de- 
cree was alfo paired charging the committees to revife the whole code of laws, and to 
nropofethe repeal of fuch as fliould be found contrary to juftice and liberality. On the 
feventeenth of December it was decreed that both the judges and jury of the revolu- 
tionary-tribunal fliould be replaced. 

The decree of the maximum^ or highefl: fixed price of the necefTarie.s of life, had ndw 

been found to contribute to rather than diminilh the diftreffes which it was meant to pre- 
vent, and it was repealed on the twenty-third of December. About the fame time 
a moft elaborate report from the united committees of commerce and finances was prefen* 
ted by Johannot, from which it appeared that the national domains which remained un- 
fold in 1794 were on a moderate calculation worth upwards of 600,000,000 pounds 
fterling! and the paper money which had been iffued on their fecurity amounted to. lit- 
tle more than one third of that value. It alfo appeared that the eftates which had been 
confiscated,, of nobles and others, and valued by public appraifers, had, on an average 
of the whole of thofe. that had been fold,, produced two-fifths more than the funis at 
which, they had been valued ! 

About the clofe of the fame month the debates in the convention became fo diforderly^ 
that it was neceffary to pafs a decree, ordering that if any member fhould mfult his 
colleague, he fhould be committed to the Abbey prifon. Some 6ther meafures of internal 
police were adopted in the beginning of the year ; and, on the twenty, fir ft of February^ 
a decree highly honourable to the convention was palfed, for fecuring the freedom o£ 
religious worfhip and. opinions.^ 

The firft diplomatic tranfattion of the year 1795, prefented to the cognizance of the 
convention was fatally omenous to the combined powers, and aufpicious to the republic* 
On the tenth of February Richard announced to the representatives of the French peopfe 
that a treaty of peace and amity had been concluded Sy the committee of public fafety ? 
with the grand duke of Tufcany, who <had formally detached himfelf from the grand 
alliance. The treaty was taken into confideration on the thirteenth,; when fome doubts 
were entertained of the power of the committee to conclude a treaty ; but the period of 
factious diflra&ion was pafled, and it was wifely determined that whatever tended to place 
an impediment m the way of peace, was contrary to good policy and the public pros- 
perity ; and the right and power of the committee t6 conclude treaties was fupported by 
5tn atmoft unanimous, vote. ; The treaty was in' fubltance as follows : — 

Article 1. The grand duke of Tufcany having revoked all afts of adhefion, coflfenfi 

aad accefiion to the armed coalition aga&ft. the French republic* There will in coafe* 
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quence enfue peace, frendfhip, 3nd good underffcanding between the two powers. 2. The 

neutrality of Tufcany is re-eftablifhed, on the footing on which it flood before the eighth 

of O&ober 1793- 3- The prefent treaty cannot take effedl till it is ratified by the 
national convention. 

In tracing the events that led to the fall of Robefpierre, the exiftence of two parties 
confpiring to promote his overthrow without any confidential concert was noticed. The 
one confifting of the member? of the committee, and the other of members of the con- 
vention •> the former compoled of Barrere, Billaud, Carnot, and others j the latter of 
Tallien, Legendre, Bourdon, and others, Thefe two parties, now began to teftify a 
recibrocal jealoufy/ The dilpofitions of both parties evidently went to promote the 
profperity and glory of the republic ; they differed about the means ; Barrere and his 
colleagues wifhed to preferve the revolutionary government in fo much energy as would 
enfure the perpetuation of that vigor which had given glory to the republican ^arms j 
they wifhed to deftroy the internal terror and all fadion, to bury pafl: afflictions under an 
amnefty, and a general releafe of allperfons not a&ually criminal, and to preferve liberty 
and fecurity to all friends of the republic. The other party were jealous of the revolu- 
tionary government ; they did not indeed form a party in reality, fince the v e was no one 
among them whofe fuperiority of credit or talents could attraft them round him; among 
them were the enemies of Robefpierre as well as the friends of Danton and of the 
Gironde party, they carried into their union againft Robefpierre all their generous 
partialities and all their fears 5 and many of them could not divert themfelves of that 
hatred which they had fixed upon the colleagues of Robefpierre in common with himfelf* 
They wifhed to do away the revolutionary government entirely, and conceived that the 
energy of the revolution might be preferved under a regular and fecure republican fyflem. 
The other party appeared to doubt the poflibiiity of this j indeed it was the maxim of 
ages ; but experience has proved their error, though their error was not a crime* 
This party alfo had perfonal confiderations to influence them, they were con-fcious of the 
odium which they ftiared with Robefpierre by being joined with him in the committee ; and 
however excufable they may be in common with the convention at large in beings the pat* 
five inftruments or quiefcent fpe&ators of his tyranny, they felt that their final co-opera- 
tion in his overthrow would not exonerate them from the blame of his odious meafures, 
nay, it appears ftill clear that whether through motives of felf-fecurity or fear, that fome 
of the members were too confpicuoufly aftive in the horrid proceedings of the tyrant, 
particularly in the facrifice of the Girondifts, Danton, Camille, Madame Roland, and 
the Cuftines; as well as in the horrid tranfa&ions at Lyons. Barrere, Billaud, and 
Collot were peculiarly liable to thefe imputations. 

Under fuch circumftances the members of the old committee were not likely to Item 
the returning impulfe of offended liberality, notwithftanding the acknowledged magni- 
tude of their fervices and indefatigability in the progrefs of the critical events of the 

revolution. . . 

The reftoration of the feventy*one members ejefted for protefling againft the profcrip- 
tionof the 31ft of May, of Paine, of Lareveilliere Lepaux, of Lanjuinais, and fome other 
remnants of the unfortunate Gironde party, was a fevere blow to the members of the old 

w committee, who had all participated in one or other fhape in their misfortunes* 

« 
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Yet that ufeful Ieflfon to ali free people, and which fhould never be forgotten that autho- 
rity once eftabtifoed may commit great crimes before it is Jubverted, and fent intents however erro- 



neons once imbibed are not eafrty eradicated^ was very ftrongly 'exemplified in this cafe. Thougl 
every voice joined in applauding the overthrow of Robefpierre, yet feveral months after 
the death of the latter, the remains of the aflaffin Marat were transferred to the Panthe- 
on. But public indignation was gradually awakened to this profanation by the popular 
journal of Frcron and a popular air called "LeReveil du Peuple" ; they were forcibly 
removed, and even the bufts and other monuments of Marat and his compeers were de- 
ftroyed. In the courfe of the year a decree was paffed that no perfon fhould be honored 
with a place in the Pantheon until ten years after his death. 

In Auguft 1794 it has been noticed, that Lecointre of Verfailles had the courage to im- 
pugn the conduft of the members of the old committee, and to bring a detail of charges 
againft fome of them. That accufation was treated rather with indifference, and deter- 
mined to be gfoundlefs. In December the ftateof things had given the accufation a more 
ferious afpect, and Barrere, whofe forefight has been fo remarkably confpicuous, on this 
occafion preferved a cautious filence. The more irritable temper of Ballaud induced him 
to placard the wails of Paris with complaints of the villification of his charadter. On 
the 26\h of December a motion was made, that the committees fhould make a report the 
next day on the reprefentatives denounced by Lecointre; and a report was accordingly 
made " that there was no caufe of enquiry into the conduct o£ Vouland, Amar, and Da- 
vid ; but that there was room for enquiring into the conduft of Barrere, Biilaud, Collot, 
and Vadier." 

The public merits of fome of the members had ftill made a deep impreflion on the 
public mind. The powerful a&ivity and enthufiafm of Barrere could not be forgotten, 
and his fpeech calling upon the people of France to rife as one man, ftill refoundedin 
the ears of Frenchmen, and had carried terror into the fouls of their enemies. An attempt 
had been made to include the Lindets and Carnot in the accufations, the former were ex- 
onerated by general affent ; and in the inftance of Carnot, a member rofe and exclaimed 
V What, accufe him who organized our vi&ories ?" — The fentiment caught the whole 
afiembly, and they rofe fpontaneoufly and declared Carnot inculpable. It was obferved 
that for fifteen months Carnot fpent eighteen hours every day in the duties of the military 
department, of which he had the direction !— That there were cruelties committed under 

the direction of the committee the members acknowleged, but the philofopher ftrongly 
contended for their exculpation by the frailties of human nature, and the perilous cir- 

cumftances in which they were placed; and the patriot painted in glowing colours the 
alarming fituation of France, when the powers of Europe affembled their utmoft force 

againft them, to partition, to divide, to deftroy, and to exterminate. 

On the fecond of March Saladin reported from the commiffion of tv/enty-one, on the 
condufl of the accufed deputies, in which they were faid to have exercifed tyranny on 
the people and on the convention ; that they had placed the nation in a ftate of terror 
and constraint s had eftablifhed popular commiflions on their private authority, and fuf- 
fered the mod atrocious mandates to be iffued from the bureau of police by the direction 
of Robefpierre or in his abfence by St. Juft, : 

The accufed deputies in their defence, particularly Barrere, contended that the opera- 
tions of Robefpierre extended to the jacobins, the municipality, and the revolutionary 
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tribunal, where he exercifed 



prefident of that tribunal, Fouquier and CofEnthal went every morning to Robefpiene's 
houfe, where they concerted their profcriptions and made out their lifts of death and im« 
prifonment. That the committee could not prevent this, fmce the convention itfelf, 
which had the power, was as well acquainted with thefe fads, and had not interfered at 
the period alluded to ; that the fix popular commiffions for which a decree had been ob- 
tained by Robefpierre, were delayed as much as poflible by the other members of the 
committee, particularly by the accufed, who at length had been threatened by Robefpierre 
for the delay ; that even then they contrived to complete only two of them, and ia fuch 
a manner as fell fhort of the tyrant's wilhes, ftnee they had not an opportunity to do mif- 
chief. That with Tefpeft to the profcriptions being doubled during Robefpierre* s abfence* 
it was the effeft not of the committee's conduct or participation, but of the law which the 

to pafs on the twenty-fecond Prairial, a decree that was 
carried in the moment that it was drawn up by Couthon, who moved it before he had 
vet read it, and while the ink was yet wet as it came from the hand of Robefpierre ; that 



feduced 



committee 



from 



of the 



before 



fecond of March, but in the meantime Vadier efcaped in the difguife of a public 
meffenger, the deputies being placed in confinement in their own houfes under cha: w 
a gendarm only. They were ably defended by Lindet and Carnot, who infifted, that 
during the tyranny of Robefpierre, the committee a£ed altogether under compulfion, and 
that the individual who fhould have dared to oppofe him, mud have been inevitably 
facriftced. About this period Cambon was removed from the fuperintendance of the 



finances 



nber of members in the convention, and of.perfons out of doors who ftill re- 
tained the hot paflions of faction, took a deep intereft in the accufation of the deputies. 
The Jacobin club had been re-opened by Billaud, and the debates there became as inflam- 
matory as ever j there was alfo noticed at this period an uncommon influx of ftrangers, 
in the metropolis, and feditious fpeeches and exclamations became very frequent and 
alarming j foreign powers Tiad again detached numerous emilfaries into France, and a 



with which 



ftate of party 



On. the firft of April the ftorm, that had been fome time gathering, burft. Animmenfe 
multitude from the futmrbs proceeded to the hall of the convention, upon the pretence 
oi petitioning fotbread. At that moment Boifly d J Anglas was making a report on the 
means to provide a fupply. He was interrupted by a tumult at the door, the infurgents 
forced the centinels, and the hall was filled with a concourfe, exclaiming " bread and 
the conftitution of 1793-" The mountain or violent party feized the occafion to roufe 



the paflions, 



addreffed them feverally — the popu- 



fpoke 



July, the tenth of Auguft, and the thirty-firft of May"—and they added that they were 
determined to be free and no longer the victims of mercantile rapacity ; " that the ac- 
cufed patriots fhould not be faerinced. to the paffion* of party From ten o'clock till 
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fix in the evening this fcene of riot prevailed, and confirmation marked every counten* 
ance ; by that time the citizens had been roufed to arms,- Pichegru who was at -Paris 

took the command of the public force amounting to 20,000, on the motion of Barrasj 

peace was foon reftored, and a number of thofe who had infpired the fedition were 
feized and decreed to be fent into confinement to the caftle of Ham in Picardy, among 
thefe were Choudieu, Chafles, Fauflidore, Leonard Bourdon, Huguet, Ruamps, and 
Duhem ; the lift was afterwards augmented with the names of Thuriot, Bayle, Heutz, 
Maignet. Levafieur. Cralfoux, Cambon and Lecointre ; the latter the accufer of the 



Guianna in South 



three deputies, who alfo on the motion of Dumont were difpofed of. " Let us," faid 

Dumont, cc abolifli the punifliment qf death, but caft out thefe moil' 1 — r r ~ ' ^ 99 

It was decreed that Barrere, Collot, and Billaud, fliould be fent to 

America, and that they fliould be fent off, immediately. 

On the next day after the fuppreflion of this tumult a committee was appointed to 
prepare the mode of organization of the laws of the republican conftitution ; confiding 



Mathieu 



Latouche : and on the nineteenth Cambaceres produced the following decree on the fub 
jeft, which was unanimoufly paffed. 



fhali 



This commiflion 
fiiali difcufs the 

nexions with foreign powers, the fina 



minal 



organic laws* 
of April. It 



of the 



IL The plans on thefe different fubje&s (hall be printed 



prefented. All citizens are invited to communicate their ideas with refpeft to the beft 
organization of the conftitutional code 5 and the commiflion fhall order the belt con« 

ceived of thefe to be printed* 

III. No limit is afligned to the labours of this commiflion ; but it is recommended to 
them to employ the greateft celerity. 

The committee appointed to this important function were Baudin, Durand, Maiilane^ 

Lanjuinais, Thibaudeau, La Rcveilliere Lepaux, Lefage, Boifly D'Anglas, Creuze La« 

touche, Louvet, Bertier, and Daunou. In the meantime, after confiderable. difcuflion 3 
a plan of provifional government, till the conftitutional ad fliould be completed,, was 
adopted by the convention, and it was as follows 



fun&ions 



in 



decree. 



welfare 



jrteans of executing all matters that refpedl their aftual fun&ions and powers. 

IIL The expenditure fliall be directed by the committees, of public welfare and' 
finance united into one fe£Uon ? . compofefLof three members from each^ of the two 
r.ominitrees. 

IV. The union of the committees- fhall be by four commiflioners fent to the com- 
mittee of public welfare by each of the committees, wi thing to deliberate with that- 
committee.. 

V. The committee of public welfare /halhbe divided into fe£lions, which. fliall all, in< 
their refpe&ive departments, be charged wkti the correfpondcnce with., and with the 

/uperintendence of 3 the executive coromiffioa«* ■ x 
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" On the fixth of May, Johannot prefented an important report to the convention, oa 
the fituation of the finances. He propofed that the interefi of the national debt and the- 
annuities fhould be paid in future with the utmoft regularity, and that a finking fund 
fhould be eftabliftied for the payment of the principal. * c If the war fhould laft two 
years longer/ 5 faid he, u the republic will ftili have feveral thoufand millions of livres 
applicable to the purpofes of a finking fund" 

livres* 

He dated the national property at - ... 2,276,430,410 

The national forefts, occupying five millions of acres, he valued at 2,000,000,000* 
The lands of the emigrants, and lbme royal palaces, he valued at 15,226,280,220 
The national domains in Belgium* 

The whole amounting to 



3,000,000,000 
22,502,710,630 



making above eleven hundred millions pounds fterling. The reporter afferted with the 
greateft confidence, that this property was fufficient to pay off the national debt, and alt 

the expences of the war, even though its continuance fhould be greatly protracted. Hav* 
ing enumerated the particulars of the refources, he ftated that thefc refources would' 
increafe by the adoption of a good fyftem of mortgage* The committee propofed that 
bills fhould be iflued on the fecurity of the national property remaining unfold. It was 
alfo propofed that the following funds Ihould be afligned for the payment of afiignats : 
the money due on the firft Ventofe, for the national property fold, amounting to the 
fum of 2,091,002,714 livres, — the produce of the houfes and buildings ordered to be 
fold by lottery, valued at one thoufand millions. Deducing from the national property 
unfold, amounting to fifteen thoufand millions, the feyen thoufand millions in bills of 
mortage, and one thoufand millions for rewarding the defenders of the country, there 
would ftill be (the report ftated) feven thoufand millions of livres entirely free and unap- 
propriated. 

On the 8th of May Fouquier Tainville, and fifteen others, were brought to trial for 

their crimes in the revolutionary tribunal ; they were accufed — x ft, of having profti tuted 
the adminiftration of juftice. 2d. Of drawing out lifts of profcription before trial for the 
gratification of private malevolence, 3d. Of ordering for execution pregnant women* 
4th. Of trying to the number of fixty perfons at one time and within the fpace of three 
hours. 5thu Of having paid fo little regard to juftice that the father had been executed 
for the fon and the fon for the father* 6th, Of having refufed prifongrs a copy of their, 
indi&ment, 7th. Of packing juries. All thefe charges were made good by fubftantial 
tvidence ; and the criminals were executed on the 9th, amidft the execrations of thoufands. 

The fate of thefe perfons fhould aft as a powerful warning to men entrufted with power or 
the adminiftration of the laws ; indignation never dies when it is created by fuch atroci- 
ties, and the force of morals is fo great on the human heart, that crimes are never forgotten 
and even the wicked are as ready to concur in puniftiing the mal-adminiftratorso f the laws 
and tne violators of freedom, as the virtuous* 

In the courfe of the month of April the Swedifh government deputed the Baron Stael 
toParis,.and acknowledged the republic in a manner peculiarly frank and afteftionate, the 
addrefs of the Swedifh king concluded thus — " We are making vows for the continual 

tt increafe of your profperity, and we recommend you with all our ^^^^^^ ^ ^J^^^^llf 
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The moderation of the French in their conquefl: of the Dutch provinces has been al- 
ready noticed, they terminated it by a compaft no lefs glorious for themfel ves than fortu- 
nate for the people of the ancient Batavia, which was the name they now reaffumed. It 

was a ftrange contraft to confider the Englifli in Baravia as allies and friends, and their 

foldiers plundering and guilty of every fort of violence ; nay their officers, accQrding to 

an account of one of themfel ves, were accuftomed to introduce their "horfes into the 
" Saloon and tye them up to the looking-glafs While the French having conquered the 
whole nation, entered the provinces like brethren, and preferved as much decorum as a- 
xnong their own homes ; this moderation was the bafis of a treaty greatly advantageous 
to both parties ; to the Batavians it was an aft of re-creation and falvation ; and in the 
courfe of the negociations of the fubfequent years it became fignally confpicuous, by the 
glorious adherence of France to the profperity of her allies, and by obje&ing to a peace 
which ftiould not be grounded on the reftoration of thofe territories belonging to the Ba« 
tavian republic which had been betrayed into the hands of England by the perfidy of the 

Stadtholder, and the punic faith of that nation. The following are the leading features 

of the treaty. 

I. The French republic reftores from this moment all the conquered places and coun- 

. tries which have belonged to the feven United Provinces, from which, however, the 

frontier towns of the generality, fuch as Maeftricht, Venloo, Breda, Bergen-op-Zoom, 

with their refpettive territories, are excepted. The countries, of which both fhores of 

the river Hond confift, namely, on its right fide, the iflands South Beverland and Wal- 

cheren, and on its left, the ftates of Flanders, mud remain in the pofleflion of the 

French until their fate is decided ; and this will wholly depend on the fate of Auftrian 

Flanders. All the countries on this fide of the Rhine and the Waal fhali likewife be re- 

. ftored ; but thofe on the other fide fhall, until further orders, be occupied by the French 
military. 

IL The French as well as -the Batavians, fhall enjoy without paying any tolls, the 
free navigation of the river Scheldt, the Rhine, and the Meufe, and ail their branches as 
far as the fea. s 

III. The Batavians fhall, for their part, pay to the French republic, the expenees of 
the war which the latter has been compelled to make againft the former. This payment, 
however, can be made good by amicable difpofitions ; ftill the Batavians are to make, 
without lofs of time, a provisional payaient, either in hard calh or in good bills upon 
France or neutral countries, of twenty millions. 

IV. The French republic acknowledges the independence and fovereignty of theBataviaa 
people. 

\ V. The French republic to conclude an alliance, both ofienfive and defenfive, with 
the Batavian republic- 

VI. Neither the French nor the Batavians fhall conclude peace, or make any other 
treaty, unlefs both parties participate therein. 

• The fpirit that excited the late tumult at Paris had not yet been fo effectually 
extinguifhed as to prevent another on the fame pretences ; the banifliment of the mem-! 
bers to Havre, and their removal to the fea-ports for transportation only, encreafed the 
defparation of thofe who remained, and of the foreign emiffaries who were defirous of im- 
proving upon commotion. The fcarcity of bread had been encreafed notwithftanding k 
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was well known that the floclcof com was confiderably more than fufficient, and that the 
armies were- now entirely fupported by the countries conquered* Efforts were made te 
perfuade the people that the error lay with the legiflature, nay feveral journals pubiifhed 
the affertxon. During the early part and middle of May placards were fluck up in great 
numbers in all the public places of the city, laying thefe charges to the convention- The 
deputies were fiudioufly infulted in the flreets, and the troops were excited to rife again (I 
the legiflature. On the evening of the 19th a plan of infurre&ion was openly diftribuced 
in the different fedlions of Paris 3 prefaced with the motto — " Infurre&ion is the moft fa- 
cred of duties*" It concluded with a refolution, that the citizens of Paris of both fexes 
and of all ages fhould without delay proceed in a mafs to the convention and demand 
bread — the abolition of the revolutionary government — the conflitution of 1793 — ^ e 
diffolution of the prefent convention, and the eftablifhment of another — the arreft of each 
of the prefent members — the convocation of the primary affemblies on the 2$:h of Prai« 
rial, in order to renew the conflituted authorities, and to replace the convention on the 
:25th of the enfuing Meflidor/' — The railing exclamation was to be — cc Bread and the 
conflitution of 1793." 

Early on the morning of the 20th of Maythetocfm was rung in thefuburbof St. An- 
toine and the generale beaten. Immediately on this alarm the convention affembled. The 
committee of public fafety were informed on the preceeding night of the menaced commo- 
tion, and had taken precautions ; as foon as the convention met, they prefented a report ots. 
the fubjeSL A decree was immediately paffed ordering all citizens to their refpecuve fee- 
tions, out-lawing every perfon who fhould head any commotion ; and declaring their fit- 
ting permanent. A proclamation was iffued to the people and deputies appointed to re* 
ilore order. The infurgents in the meantime had crowded into the tribunes and infulted 
the .deputies ; the gendarmes were ordered to clear them, and defend the convention. 
Several conflifts took place. Loud cries were heard in the environs of the Hall. A croud 
of women burft into the galleries, exclaiming " bread and the conflitution of 1793." 
Thefe cries were accompanied by menaces, and the deliberations of the convention were 
fufpended a while by the clamour. The venerable Vernier was prefident j with calm 
energy he commanded iilence, and it was obeyed " We have ken" faid he, cl women 
fent as it were by defign into the tribunes, and occafionally go out to receive orders from 
the promoters of this diforder. Let them know, that though thefe murmurs may produce a 
iempeft, yet nothing can induce us to depart from our duty. They demand bread — and 

to provide bread is the conftant obje& of our care* — Let the people know that diforder 

will. only flop the fupplies of provifions." The prefident then ordered the left galleries 
•■of ithe hail to be cleared, but without effeft. General Hoche was>ppointed commandant 
•of the armed force ; he took an oath to the convention that he would enforce the refpect 
due to it. The infurgents at length obtained poffeflionof the hall, but fome veteran fol- 
diers repelled them, and for an hour and a half tranquillity prevailed- Suddenly a clafhing 
of f words and bayonets was heard, and a cry "to arms]" on ail fides; the noife ap- 
proached the doors, detachments of the armed force traverfed the hall, — three guns were 
•heard to fire, and a great crowd preffed into the hall. A citizen (hatched off the hat of 
one of the infurgents which had written on it " bread and the conflitution of 1793," the 
citizen was inftantly affailed with fabres. He flew to the tribune near the prefident, he: 
was fired at and fell at the prefident's fide— the reprcfentative Ferraud ran to his aid, bat 
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he was felled to the ground with fabres ; he was killed in one of rhe corridores, and hi* 
head inftantly put on a pike, Boilfy d'Anglas, who in the courfc of this tumult took the 
prefident's chair, remained firm and immovable amidft the violence, which continued to 
encreafe. A drum was heard, and immediately there entered a number of armed men 
inarching ia regular order, and filling the whole hall, one of their leaders in the drefs of 
a cannoneer read a paper in their name ; he was repeatedly interrupted by acclamations ; 
it was in fubftance the fame as the placards of the preceding evening. This was about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, when the convention refembled more a camp of armed men 
than a legiuature. The greater part of the deputies had departed ; thofe who remained 
were principally favorites of the infurgents. Duroi demanded the repeal of the law of 
the 5th Veiitofe which (truck the patriots confined at Ham,- and the others ordered to be 
tranfported s thefe prcpofitions were applauded by theinfurgents and decreed. But this 
was only a temporary triumph, Hoche had colle&ed bodies of the national-guard and 
volunteer citizens which he pofted at all the leading avenues, ordering all to be permitted 
to pais from, but none to approach the convention ; while with a chofen body of citizens 
he entered the hall with the acclamations of " long live the convention 1" — "Down with 
the factious !" The infurgents were ufed with more lenity than they merited. Proclama- 
tion was made that all perfons who did not immediately retire would be liable to force* 
The multitude made their efcape through the windows and by every means they could* 
When filence was reftored, the pretended decrees pafied in the tumult were repealed, and 
Duroi, Duquefnai, and Bourbotte, who had been mod adive in countenancing the rioS 
were put in arrefh 

The mountaineers and their adherents were not appaled by this difcomfiture, they re* 
'Hewed the afiault on the next day ; and throwing afide the difguife of petitioners, took 
poflefSon of the place of the Caroufel and planted cannon againft the hall of the con* 
vention ; the convention was induced to fend a deputation and to receive one from thej 
infurgents and to make promifes. Thefe meafures quieted them for that day, but on the 
21ft while the convention was purfuing its deliberations, the infurgents were alfo delibera- 
ting on frelh means of attack. The convention had on the preceding evening declared 
the deliberative body of the infurgents in a ftate of out-lawry, and the tribunal had con- 
demned to death the afiaflin of the deputy Ferraud ; neither of thefe fentences had ef- 
fect, fmce the deliberations were continued, and the murderer was refcued on the way to 
execution. 

The illtimed lenity of the convention in fending deputies, had enboldened the confpira- 
tors, They were preparing to inarch again, when the Parifians perceiving the danger* 
affembled in their fe&ions, and all the avenues of the Thuilleries were occupied by them* 
The convention now ftrongly fupported, decreed the fuburb of St. Antoine, if it did 
not deliver up its arms, and the alfaffin of Ferraud, to be in a ftate of rebellion ; and 
the fe&ions were ordered to march againft them. The infurgents had meanwhile thrown 
upfome works to defend the accefles. to the fuburb with a view to refift, but the arrival 

•t>f feveral regiments of the national-guard along with the fe&ions, and the fuburb being 
fuddenly furrounded on every fide, they were alarmed ; they were informed that no 
provifions v/ould be permitted to pafs in to them, and that if they did not furrender, theitf 
houfes would be laid in afhes by a general bombardment. They offered fubmiflion upoxs 

capitulation, but the coovcatioa ordered Hoche to iafift on unconditional obedient? 
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tfhich was effected the fame day. Among the prifoners taken were feveral of the gen- 
darmes, who were led in triumph along with the cannon to the convention, the fuburbs 
were aU difarmed, and the ufe of pikes forbid but againft the enemy. The gendarmes 
were tried and executed ; fix of the deputies alfo were tried and condemned, three of 
them anticipated the executioner, the others fufFered on the fcaffold. The faction thus 
overthrown, the three members ordered to be tranfported were directed to be remanded 

for trial by the fame tribunal, but before the courier had arrived the veflel with Collot 
and Billaud had failed, Barrere being left behind at Oleron was brought back and com- 
mitted to prifon* This infurre&ion was accompanied by one that broke out at the fame 
time in the departments ; at Lyons the chief agents and coadjutors of Collot were put in 
.prifon and maflacred; nor was the fpirit of vengeance confined to fnnple retaliation, the 
fanatical fpirit of fuperftition was again roufed, and under the pretence of crufhing terror ifm 
and reftoring religion the mod terrible crimes were committed under thefe colours th» 
pious prieft indulged his abhorrenc e of toleration, and the royalifts of republicanifm j 
focieties were formed under the title of companies of Jefus and The Sun> which rivalled 
Robefpierre in ;heir barbarifies and exceeded him in the aggravation of their tortuies. 

Oh the fame day, the twentieth of May, an infurreftion took place at Toulon alfo, in 
, which Brunei, a reprefentative of the people, was killed. Niou another deputy then on 
board of the fleet haftened to oppofe the defigns of the infurgents, but in vain they in- 
filled on the liberation of the terrorists. The fleet was on the point of failing, but they 
were prevented, and the infurgents took pofleiiion of the gates of the town and mounted 
cannon on them. Shortly after they inarched from Toulon on the way to Marfeiiles, to 
,the number of three thoufand with twelve pieces of cannon ; but they were flopped by a 
force under generals Pa&od and Charton, who defeated and carried three hundred of 
them prifoners to Marfailles. By this means Toulon was tranquillized. 

The.underftanding that had taken place between the republic and the king of Pruffia, 

upon the conferences at Frankfort hath been before furmifed ; in Auguft 1794, an agent 
of that monarch arrived at Bafle, named Smarz, a merchant of the Palatinate. The bad 

.terms upon which the commanders of the allied armies flood, was notorious, but a total 
defection was not fo much as fufpe&ed, until the Pruffians began to retreat towards and 
palTed the Rhine. ' This ftep was taken in order to found the difpofitions of the European 
powers, and to mark the degree of fermentation which his defe&ion would excite. After 
fome delay, on the firft of October, 1794, the Pruflian agent fpread a report through. 
Switzerland that a peace was concluded between the two powers, and this report was 
either fo much approved or little blamed throughout Europe, that an aftual negotiation 
was opened, firlfc by three Pruflian agents officially difpatched from the Pruflian court, 
and afterwards by the baron Goltz avowed as an ambalfador, who met Barthelemy oil 
the part of France at Bafle. 4 Goltz had formerly been ambaflador at Paris, and his 

principles were known to be favourable to liberty. This negpeiation was in a flaw o£ 
forwardnefs and nearly concluded, when the Pruflian ambaflador was taken off by poifoo* 
The body of the baron was opened and the fad was proved by the examination. This 
treachery of the combined powers anfwered the end for a time, as it afforded an oppor- 
tunity to renew negociations with Pruftia for a further continuance of the alliance j buC 
after fome time another perfon, Baron Hardenberg, was fent to Bafle ; he did not 

ftop long, though the negociatioas were carried oa by the fecretary of legation, who aftjSS 
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flopping at Paris and conferring with the committee of public fafety' returned to Berlin, 
and the treaty was foon after figned. Heffe CalTel alfo concluded a treaty with the re- 
public, and Saxony and other potters withdrew their contingents from the allied armies.. 
The duke of Wirtemberg began a negociation, but itwas broken off by a temporary 
reverfe, which the French met with on the eaftern fide of the Rhine* The eleftor of 



Hanover 



it or make peace i 



of England he refufed to acknowledge 



The treaty with Pruflia contained feveral fecret articles, which occafioned a difcuflionin 
the convention, when it was decided that fecret articles might be entered into provided 



gainfl: any of 



pafled 



jedl which was afterwards incorporated with, and forms part of the conftitution of the 
republic under the head of treaties. 

The Pruffian treaty was prefented to the convention by Reubel on the tenth of April, 
prefaced by a fpeech, wherein he obfervsd, that they were then reaping the firft fruits of 
their principles. The coalefced powers, who had fworn the ruin of the republic were 
compelled to feek peace. The open treaty is to the following effett. 

L That there (hall be peace, amity, and good underttanding between the French re- 
public and the king of Pruflia, confidered as fuch, and as ele&or of Brandenburg, and 



as a co-eftate of the Germanic empire. 



rafting 



fhall ceafe from the ratification of the prefent treaty. Neither of them fhall furnifh in 
confequence any contingent, under any pretext, of men, money, horfes, provifions, or 
ammunition to the enemies of the contra&ing parties, nor fhall the one of the parties 
grant a paffage through its territory to the troops hoftile to the other- 

II. The republican troops (hall evacuate, within fifteen days after the ratification, that 

part of the Pruflian territory which they occupy on the right bank of the Rhine. They 
ihall continue to hold that part of the territory which they occupy on the left* 

III. The arrangements with refpett to the territory on the left bank of the Rhine are 
poftponed until a general pacification (hall take place between the republic and the Ger- 
manic empire. K 

IVT The commercial intercourfe between France and Pruflia is eftablifhed on the fame 
footing as it was before the commencement of the prefent war. Meafures fhall be taken 
to remove the fcene of hoftilities from the north of Germany- 

V. All the prifoners, made on cither fide, fhall be reftored without any difference 

with refpeft to number or to rank, within three months at the lateft. 

VL The republic will receive the propofitions which fhall be made by thofe of the 
princes having poffefHons on the right fide of the Rhine, in favour of whom the king of 
Pruflia fhall interpofe. 

V1L This treaty fhall not have its full effeft until it fhall have been ratified by the con* 
trading powers, at the lateft within one month. 

The negociation that had been opened by Spain was carried on but tardily, until the 
French troops were in full march for Madrid, when orders were difpatched to D'Yrarte, 
the Spanifli ambafTador at Bade to come to an immmediate conclufion. So great was 
the alarm and the difpatch of the Spanifh court on this occafion, that two feparate ne- 

gociations were going on at the fame time j DTranda the Spanifh minifler had been feel 
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-to Bayonne where general Servan was fent to meet him, by the committee of public 



- 'Bartheiemy. 



4fc 



~ and 



fecond of July* 
d reftoredali thti 



This treaty confided of twelve articles, and was figned on the twenty 
by -it France relinquifhed all her conquefts on the Spanifh territory and 
cannon and ammunition, "taken* in the feveral towns. In confideraticn of which Spain 
ceded to the republic all theSpanKh part of St* Domingo with all the cannon and ammu- 



favour of Port 

In all thefi 



nition there. 

gal, Sardinia, Naples, the duke of Parma, and all the other Italian _ 

treaties the Bat avian republic was uniformly and fpecially included. 

Switzerland had during the progrefs of the revolution remained apparently neuter; 
but the fpirit teftified by feveral of the ariftocratical cantons was extremely hoftile to 



France. 



Hi 



republic ; before that period Bartheiemy was not acknowledged in his official charade^ 
-Among the magiftracy of Bafle who flood forward in promoting the Pruflian treaty, and 
afterwards the recognization of the French republic, was the citizen Ochs, chancellor 
of Balie, in whofe houfe the Pruflian ambaflador refided and who became himfelf the 
mediator between the two powers. In his houfe alfo was figned the Spanifh treaty. In 
figning the Pruffian treaty the.ufual etiquette was altered in aflixing the fignatures; the 
Pruflian minifter figning firft in the copy which he was to keep, • and the French mini iter in 
that which was to be retained by the republic. In the courfe of May, a treaty, regarding 
the line of neutrality between France and Pruffia, was figned. 



of which. Soleure 



ftrongly on the Sw 



been excited by the numerous emigrants then in thofe cantons to fuch violent animofity* 



of 



from joining in hoftilify only 



The other cantons foon followed 



the example of Bafle in the recognization. 

• Oh .the ninth of June the infant fon of the late king expired in the Temple, 
enemies of the revolution were aftive in afcribing his death to poifon. The charge was 
r c6nfiftent enough from thofe who caufed the baron Goltz to be. poifpned.; but for fuch 
a purpofe there could not be an adequate motive ; his conftitution was always unhealthy, 
and the examination of able furgeons and phyficians foon diflrpated the calumny. Pene- 
trated with this event, or perhaps influenced by the general fympathy, in the beginning of 
July, the committee of public fafety propofed the exchange of the daughter of the late 
king, for the deputies betrayed into the hands of the enemy by the traitor Dumourier, 



The 



and the two ambafladors Semonville and Maret, who had been 



detained 



of 



• * — • 4 

' ^ear the exchange took place at Bafle. 



fhed 



now remained, was Jofeph Lebon. In the begiping of July he was allowed to defend 
"himfelf before the convention, which he did with great ingenuity. But it was decreed 



Q 7 

where he was tried and fuffered death. 

Vol. IV. 



Amiens, thefcerieof 
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The commotions that had taken place in April and May, were found u 

to have been greatly fomented by Grangers then recency arrived in Paris. On the 



lows 



July, a decree was pafled 



was as fol* 



I, All foreigners born in the territories with which the French republic is at war* 
and who have entered France fince the firft of January, 1792, are enjoined to depart 

from thence. 

IL They (hall quit the communes in which they refide within the fpace of three days, 
reckoning from the publication of the pfefent law. They (hall, befides, be allowed on« 
day for every feven leagues, bet ween the place they are to quit, and the frontier. 

III. They fhall declare before the municipalities, and at Paris, before the civil com- 
mittees of thefe&ion, what route they intend to take: — This route fhall be defcribed on 
the pafTports to be delivered to them. 

IV. Every foreigner comprehended in the prefent law, who after the delay pointed 
•ut by the fecond and third articles, fhall be found on the territory of the republic, or 

who lhall ftray from the road traced out for him, (hall be put under arrcft. 

V. The difpofitions of the preceding articles fhall apply to foreigners who, pretending 
So have been born in countries either allied or neuter, fhall not be recognifed and acknow- 
ledged" by their refpe&ive ambaffadors and agents. 

VI. The following may continue in France : 1. foreigners born in the countries with 

which the republic is at war who came into France fince thefirft of January, 1792, pro- 
vided they have a known dwelling, or are vouched for by four citizens, houfekeepers, and 
diftinguifhed by their patriotifm and their probity. 2. Foreigners born in the countries 
in friendfhip and alliance with France, who fhall be acknowledged by the, ambaffador or 
•agent's of the powers with which the republic is at peace. 

VII. To each foreigner there fhall be delivered a paper containing his difcription, 
with thefe words on the top — " Hofpitality ! Security I" The word " Fraternity" (hall 

he added for foreigners born in the countries with which the republic is at peace, 

VIII. Every foreigner found in a feditious afTemblage fhall be confidered as a fpy, and 
jmnitbed as fuch, 

IX. Every foreigner, on his arrival at a fea-port, or in a frontier commune of the 
republic, fh.ill appear before the municipality. He {hall there prefent his paflport, which. 
5s to be immediately tranfmiited to the committee of general fafety for examination. 
lhall 9 in the mean time, be under the charge of the municipal officers,, who fhall give 
kita a provifronai card of fecurity, pointing out that he is in their keeping. 

X. The councils general of commune may nevertheiefs give, authorization; to tht 
merchants of allied or neutral countries who fhall enter France, i hey fhall communi- 
cate this to the committee of general fafety r to which they fhall fend a collated copy of 

• the paflport * and an indication of the route the foreigner purpofes to take. 

~- J XI. In the tneafures prefcribed by article IX.. extraordinary couriers, as well as thofe 



prehended. 



miffions to the convention, or the government committees 

* 

general fafety is charged to adopt every neceflary meafure fc£ 



*he execution of the prefent law* 



#95# NATIONAL CONVENTION, 453, 

While the events which we have juft related were in agitation, the convention was fe- 
duloufiy employed in digefting the plan of the new conftitution. It was prefented by 
a committee of eleven on the twenty-third of June, and introduced to the affembly by an 
excellent fpeech of Boiffy D'Anglas. Long and interefling debates fucceeded. The 
different articles were ftparately difcufied, and many referred back for rcvifion. On the 
twenty-third of Auguft the conftitution was declared complete, and referred to the 
primary afiemblies for their confirmation 'and acceptance. 161 

This conflicution is not free from exceptions, produced in moments when diftra&ioa 
had not yet ceafed, when war prevailed, and when factions werefpirited up by foreign 
intrigues* There are parts, which though eflential to the fecurity of the republic, in the 
ftage of war, appear calculated to reftrain the public mind in the happier moments of 
peace. This conftitution bears in many parts a refemblance of the Athenian government 
in its happieft periods ; the council of ancients was common to both, and the dire&ory 
refemble the archons j but the French conftitution pofleffes that fuperiority which might 
have been expetted to refult from fo many ages of experience. There is a clofer re- 
femblance between other, modern governments, and that of France in their operation, 
than at fir ft appears from the external conftru&ion ; and it happily adopts the practically 
pfeful while it reje&s the pernicious refemblance. Thus the Englifh monarchy and the 
American representative government, leave the nominal execution of their laws and 
diplomatic proceedings to an executive, which is centred in an individual, under different 
circumftances of perfonal and minifterial refponfibility. Thefe governments appears to 
be utterly unlike, and in truth in their forms and effects they are: but in their operation 
.the different value, and the likenefs confift* The Englifh monarch though he hasadired: 

liega ive on all laws, though he has the abfolute power of declaring war and making peace* 
without the confent .or -participation of the legiflature, is himfelf utterly exempt from 
refponfibility, even if he were to accept a bribe, (and both Charles II. and William III* 
accepted bribes,) if he were to make war or to conclude peace under circumftances the 
xnoft fatal, he would be exempted from punifhment of every land, for it is an Englifh 
maxim that the king of England is, like the pope, infallible, that he can do no wrong f 
but he pofleffes a privy-council, who are fuppofed to advife ail his meafures, and they 
may be puniftied for their ad » ice ; thus this prepofterous dilemma arifes, that if the king 
himfelf authorifes the mod odious meafures, the privy-council mud either lay the blame 
on the king who is not refponfible, or be punilhed themfelves for guilt they have no! 
committed ; and advice, which may be the refill r of pure (pinion is punifhable. 

The American executive cannot declare war nor make treaties without the confent of $ 
part of the legiflature \ neither can he put an abfolu'e veto upon laws. Yet there are circunv 
ftances under which he may involve his country in the mod fatal meafures ; but he is 
Tefponfible; he is not authorised to have a privy council, but the Senate and vice prefix 
d^nt are fuppofed to be his advifers, and they participate in certain executive meafures. 
JHe, however, has a kind of privy council confiding of the f ecretaries of ftate, of th* 
4reafury, of war, and a law officer; thefe are not appointed by the conftitution, but like 
.the Englifh privy-council are the creatures of the executive officer's choice. 

Thus in both governments are feen officers not appointed by the people dire&ing the mod 

delicate meafures of government ; in one the executive is not refponfible, and in the other 

9 See the Conftitution Appendix, Not IU> 
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fenate, which participates in the executive duties, is the court before which the executive 

would be tried, if impeached for meafures in which they participated ^ . while another advi- 
fing body exifts who are not refponfible for their counfels given in a charafter the funftions 
of which the conftitution does not defignate, and which no law it is fuppofed could coerce 
merely for an opinion or advice, unlets -in common with any other individual of the com- 
munity, they went to an open violation of the conftitution. - : 
The French executive is not hereditary like the Engliih, but it is elective like the Ame- 
rican. It is free from the dangerous bias of a weak and wicked individual, becaufe the 
truft and refponfibility is divided among five members, .who in their perfons are the a&ual 

deliberative council ; in the two governments of England and America the deliberative ex- 
executive powers are a&ually exercifed by perfons unknown to the law. The French execu- 
tive has minifters, whofe duties aredefignated by the conftitution; they are alfo appointed by 
the executive, who are refponfible; for the- acts of the minifters, becaufe they are not allowed 
to do any aft not fpecially authorifed. There are other circumftances which give the French 

.conftitution a diftinguilhed pre-eminence over all others; particularly the attention that has 
been paid to the age of thofe elected to the directory, and the council of the ancients ; but 

above all the inability of the executive to conclude a treaty without the explicit ratification of 
the legiflative bodies ; the power of declaring war being placed in the legiflature ; the legif- 
flatureonly can propofeand enaft laws, and without any interference whatever from the 
executive. The reAsmblance of perfons but not of powers then is fimilar in the three govern- • 
nients, a plurality or perfons execute in fadfc ; the French conftitution alone appoints the ex- 
ecutors. They have each twq legiflative chambers, but in England one is the creature of the 

executive by titular privileges, by creation, and by the influence of patronage ; the other 
deferves not the name of a reprefentative houfe. In America the fenate is chofen in a 
manner which renders them totally independent of the people, which in faft creates a 
kind of interelt to make the. legiflative and adminiftrative fun&ion a diftinft and fuperior 
order to the people ; and the length of fervice efpecially places it in the -power -of men, 
who might by vicious means arrive at fuch ftations to perpetrate' the greateft mifchief, 
before they could fear the falutary control of an ele&ion. The period of the French 
legiflative duties is fhort, and the opportunity of control in the people frequent. "Upon 
the whole, though not free from imperfections, it is the mod perfect form of republican 
government yet inftituted. 

On the 5th Fru&idor (Auguft 2id) previous to the tranfmiflion of the conftitutiond 
aft to the primary affemblies, the convention decreed that " the ele&orai bodies fhould 
appoint the deputies to the legi Dative body, and that they (hould chufe two thirds from a- 
.xnong the members of the convention ; 5 ' and on the 13th they decreed u that in default of 
the eleftion of two-thirds of the convention in the manner prefcribed, the convention 

fhould fill up the vacancies. 55 : 
Thefe latter decrees met with confiderable opposition in Paris ; in the departments they 

did not ' meet fo much ; as it was acknowledged that the neceffity of preferving* an uni- 
formity of vigor in the prefent circumftances of the revolution, pointed out the neceflity 
of keeping the fame perfons. in the exe^cife .of the public fundions y the danger df facti- 
ous influence was alfo acknowledged* Few only of the feftions of Paris accepted thejfe 
laws, which were called of the 5th and 13th of Fru&idor. The fears of • fa&iori that had 

been anticipated were realized to move alarming extent than had been prefuppofed. The 
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one of thefi 



migrants and foreign powers had taken early- meafures-to obtain an influence i 
affemblies ; two fpecies of focieties were organifed throughout all France, 
confided wholly of decided royalifts, who correfponded with each other , and prepared 
meafures r to operate upon the oth^r focieties, which confided of men who were avowed 
.philanthropifts, men who were not -adverle to liberty, but, either from habit or terror, 
wifhed for any change that could produce peace and rcpofe ; this clafs of perfons was pub- 
licly announced under the name of philanthropies, adverfe to war from principle, but not 



:hed to monarchy ; great 



ofth 



this however they did by means of the royalift clubs, whofe meetings being private enabled 



by this means they had conftant opportunities of exciting hatred of the leading parties in. 
the convention, and promoting any objeft that appeared likely to remove them from power 
and put perfons apparently more 'agreeable to their pacific and humane views into theie- 
giflature. In many of the departments the royalifts were fuccefsful to the full extent 
of their hopes •> but in others they were difappointed ; and the audacity of the known 
royalifts, vyho notwithftanding repeated decrees, had been yet fufFered to reft undifturbed 
in France, now became fuch as to render the whole energy of the republican party neceffa- 
ry to prevent the total overthrow of all that had been done to eftablifh the republic. 

The fcene which Paris exhibited at this epocha was foiemn and interefting. It was the 
lalfembly of a confiderable portion of a great nation called together for the moft impor- 
tant duty of civilized fociety. The meetings of the primary aflemblies were conduced 
with the utmoft decorum and dignity. Next to the chairs and defks of the prefident and 
fecretaries, the old men of the fettion were feated, and around and behind them were 
ranged the younger citizens. Every perlbn was allowed to deliver his fentiments and 
was ..heard with candour and. indulgence. In fome of the fe&ions, however, the confpi- 
racy was too violent and vifible to be miftaken. It was maintained in. fome of them, that 
>vhen the people were convocated all laws of regulation belonged to themfelves, and 
having named ele&ors thefe became the immediate reprefentatives, and had a right to 
affemble when they thought expedient. This afTumption was calculated to anticipate the 
proceedings which might take place on the day appointed by the convention for the 
meeting of the electors. Accordingly in the fuburb of St. Germaine, a body of electors 
to the amount of one^hundred afiembled in the hall of the French theatre, before the ap- 
pointed day, and having chofen De Nivernois (formerly the duke) chairman, proceeded 
to debate upon political fubjefts then before the convention. This body alarmed at fuch 
proceedings, and not ignorant of the machinations which were then carrying on, ordered 
a corps of military to difperfe them as an illegal meeting, which they effected without 
violence or tumult. In the meantime the acceptance of the conftitution and the two 
decrees was perfected by a vaft majority of the primary alfemblies. Cavils were fet up 
againft the votes of the affemblies, upon the pretext that they did not underftand the 
decrees ! — Thefe factious proceedings were carried to fuch a height by nofturnal afTem- 
Mies, and a number of journals recently eftablifhed fraught with anti-republican doftrines 
and declamations, and the number of ftrangers daily augmenting and appearing in Paris 5 
that the committees of government were obliged to call a confiderable armed force to 
the neighbourhood of the capital, and- to defend the convention. ^ The fadious and the 
deluded' populace were buoyed up with the perfuafion, that the military would not draw 

Vol. IV. 6 I 
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their fwords againft the private citizens, and in this they were ftrongly confirmed by the 

good underftanding that then fubfifted between them and thofe in the camp, which, fince 
the infure&ion of Frairial, (the preceding May,) had been pitched fomedmes at Marly 
and Sablons. 

It was now publicly aflerted in the turbulent gazettes, that means much more forcible 
than remonftrances were neceffary to bring the convention to reafon. That aflembly was 
reprefented as a body of afiaflins and tyrants, that they ought to be driven from their 
feats with ignominy, and that if they were fuffered even to exift as private citizens it 
nmft be from the fpecial indulgence and lenity of their country. 

Others were not even fo moderate. Retaliation was infifted on ; and there were thofc 
who wifhed to punifli not only the authors of the death of the Gironde and Damon* 
but of Robefpierre, and of Hebert ! Prifons were even named for the deputies, and 
meafures declared to be taken to carry this immenfe plan into execution. Along with 
thefe denunciations the publifhers constantly and with great vehemence infilled on their 
being pure republicans ! 

For fome days alarm was very vifible in the capital ; every day the menaces became 
ftronger and more violent. Frefli troops were meanwhile pouring into the capital and 
its neighbourhood ; but the factions confidently expe&ed that when ordered to fire, the 
military would ground their arms. Whether the convention entertained the fame ap- 
prehenfions, or whether it was from an impreffion that many of thofe who had been 
confined as terrorifts, were only miftaken in their ^attachments, and capable by their 
energy of ferving their country in the hour of danger, they were privately releafed, and 
appointed to ftations fuited to their capacities and influence. This meafure was however 
difcoYered, and the antipathies of the royalifts and counter-revolutionifls, were now 
converted into rage and defparation« - It was to them the fignal of danger and the in* 
vocation to battle. 

On the twelfth of Vendemiare (O&ober the fourth) general Menou, commander of 
the military force, was ordered to proceed with an armed corps to the feftion of Lepelle- 
tier to difperfe the infurgents and feize their arms. The general inftead of executing the 
meafures as directed, entered into conferences with the infurgents, and confeiued to 
withdraw his force. The convention reprehended him, and he was broke by the com- 
mittees. At midnight the drums were beat, and at the doors of ever houfe were heard 
the cries — 5C To arms." — 4t Every citizen to his fettion." — " Liberty or death." Yet* 
this alarm did not produce the purpofed effeft, the morning of the fifth of O&ober pre* 
iented no indication of hoftile movements ; but at noon the infurgents were in motion; 
a body was dire&ing its march towards the Thuilleries ; another had taken polfeffion of 
the church of St. Roche, and lined the ftreet of St. Honore, while on the foutbern fide 
of the river the quays were lined, by corps advancing in the fame direction towards the 
convention. On the north fide an a&ion commenced, both parties accufed each other of 
firing firft ; but while the conflift was carrying on, the fouthern infurgents- had reached 
as far as the quay of Voltaire, to join t heir affociates ; the cannon of the conventional 
force were placed fo as to rake their whole column from the elevation of the bridge. At 
this fide the infurgents had no artillery, and 'the troops of the convention afted with 
great lenity ; they did not fire until the infurgents were about to force the paffage acrofs 

the bridge, when & volley was ordered- to be fosd ia4uch a-mauner-as that -iheihot JJjouId 
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pafs above their heads. A few heverthelefs were killed, who were on a riling ground,, 
upon which the whole divifion "difperfed. The battle on the north fide,* near the con- 
vention, was .a ferious one, and more obftinate- The infurgents feveral times afted fo 
vigoror.fly that they took pieces of cannon from the patriotic force, which were as 
conftantly retaken* After four hours conteft the infurgents were compelled to retreat; 
the church of St. Roche was taken with great flaughter ; and the infurgents fled to their, 
general rendezvous in the fe&ion of Lepelletier. After an interruption of two hours the 
cannon were heard once more, and ceafed firing only with midnight, when the conven- 
tional force had overcome all oppofition. The number killed in this infurre&ion has been- 
variou ;y eftimated, but it is generally allowed to have amounted to 800. Soon after 
this difagreeable affair, feveral of the infurgents were feized, and among the papers of 

one ot them named Le Maitre, were found complete proofs of a criminal correfpon- 
dence with what was called the committee of Bafle, compofed wholly of emigrants, of 
whom he was the agent. He was executed and his correspondence publifhed. 

In this action the celebrated Barras, who had diltinguifhed himfelf in the fame fituatiorr 
on the fall of Robefpierre, commanded the armed force. He it was who announced to* 
the convention at midnight the triumph over the infurgents'- The convention had fufpend- 
ed its deliberations and waited with anxiety the refult of the conflift ; they immediately 
formed a houfe, and Barras ftated to them that the infurgents were largely compofed of 
emigranfs/ ex nobles, and chouans from the departments. In confequence of this infur-- 
re&ion the citzens were called upon to deliver up all arms for the public fervice. Thus* 
ended this dilaftrous day and its confequences. No further oppofition was made- A- 
commiffion of five members was propofed to be appointed to confult upon proper meafures. 

of public fecurity ; this was oppofed in the convention by . Thibaudeau and Lariveilliere 
Lepaux, and the energy of thefe two members roufed the convention to a fcnfe of danger, 
that might refult from adopting fuch a meafure, and it was reje&ed j : from . thence to the: 
termination of its labours the convention continued tranquil. 

On the twenty Seventh df Oftober the convention fat for the Iaft time.* Its lad mea-~ 
fures were hon- rable to its wifdom and liberality ; two decrees were paiTed for the abolition- 
of the punifhment of death on the conclufion of peace, and for. an amnefty. From, 
theamneity were excepted. perfons concernedan the laft infurre&ion — perfons oppofing; 
the new conftitution — forgers of affignats — lranfported priefts — and the emigrants. 

Thus terminated the proceedings of an affembly whofe hiftory is in all refpefts more, 
extraordinary than that of any other body of men upon record. Thefe times will require 
an hiltorian uniting the comprehenfion of Tacitus, the dignity of Thucydides, and the im- 
partiality of Gibbon, to illuftrate their glorious anions and culpable excefTes, Compofed 
of philofophers, men of letters, poets, painters, a&ors, phyfifcians, and a multitude. of 
lawyers, they with a bold and nobly daring hand figned the death-warrant of the fucceffor 
of an hundred kings, and in one day broke the fceptreover which fourteen centuries of 
exiftence had thrown the hoary veil of fuperltitous fanftity ; this extraordinary affembiy 
whofe fagacity penetrated every arcanum of civil, religious and political inftitution ; who \* 
drew from the ftores of hiftory thole immenfe defigns which enabled them- to outftretcfit 
modern civilization, and progrefs in lefs than three (hort years over the paths of . policy 
Stfid. knowledge with a celerity* and effeft that- would feem to require an age to realize if; 

tyho faw in the trivial donations of titular diftinftions the greateft fource.of .fecial evil 
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and unanimously aboliflied them : — who difcerned in the petty jealoufies of locality, the 
rival (hip of diftricts, and the invidious afperities caft on countries and names, a fpeciesof 
chains by which the human character was. tied down to an unjuft odium, and to a confe- 
quent refentment, and boldiy diflblved them ; — who blending the vaft elements of phi- 
lofophy with civil policy, aboliflied even the names of countries and made them to live in. 
new characters coeval with and eternal as the glory that produced them — who feeing and 
feeling the heavy and infupportable weight of a bigotted cankerous hierarchy, an ufelefs or a 
profligate and burdenfome priefthood, relieved thirty-fix: millions of people from their op- 
preffionsj, by an unequalled and wonderful reformation ; who harmonized the calendar 
with the order of the feafons, and with the fimplicity of nature and reafon. It was this body 
of men who, when their country was betrayed by Dumourier ; Valenciennes fur rendered, 
and Toulon betrayed for Englifh gold ; the king of Pruffia under the walls of Landau j 
and ninety leagues extent in the welt devoured by an hundred and fifty thoufand Vendeans j 
publifhed a decree which converted France into an army of heroes — which produced four- 
teen hundred thoufand men, caparifoned to repel invafion, and generals from obfcurity who 
* were to furpafs the greateft heroes of claffi c valor \ they who repulfed the king of PruJTia, 
defeated the Auftrians, and drove the boafted legions of England before them like whelp; 
before the lion, with woeful and agonizing fteps ; foldiers whom neither death, wounds, 
peril, nor the wan t of food, clothing, and every human comfort could appal; whom 
neither danger nor want — the tornado nor the moft unexampled froft, could reftrain from 
the purfuit of conqueft, when the fafety and juftice of their country called for their fer* 
vices, and thofe unexampled facrifices, were neceffary to fecure them. 
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The members ele&ed to the new legiflature immediately proceeded to the verification 
.of their powers agreeably to the conftitution; which being completed, their firft tafk was 
the ele&ion of the new executive power, compofedof five directors. This eleftion gave 
rife to forne intrigues. No fooner had liberty aflumed the afpeft of mildnefs and benig- 
nity and endeavoured to heal the wounds of the revolution, than the.royalift party, whole 
•defparate hopes grafped at the moft unfubftantial illufionsj, endeavoured to convert 
every movement of the government to its difad vantage or its overthrow. In conjun&ion 

with the unfortunate prielts they ftimulated the paffions of the ignorant or the well-mean- 
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ing religious ; and flickering their purpofes beneath the marks of benevolence, of huma- 
nity, of tendernefs, of charity, and of indignation, never ceafed to load with oppro- 
brium the furvivors even after the authors of the revolutionary crimes had been ikcrificed 
to juftice; by this means, and various machinations, thou lands of virtuous and well 
difpofed men were led aftray, and difaffe&ion to the government promoted. Even many 
of the fincereft republicans were by the induftrious wickednefs of their enemies thus de- 
ceived, and jealoufies between them continually kept alive. 

. Thefe fecret meafures were moft affiduoufiy employed to influence the eleQion of the 
dire&ory ; and thefuccefs which they had met in returning feverai members to the legif- 
iature by their activity in the primary aflemblies, they hoped to produce an election, 
fuitable as circumftances could admit, to their wilhes. It had been the policy of the 
royalifts, as foon as they found the charm of royalty no longer work upon the nation, to 
co-operate with that party which was either moderate in its plans, or oppofed to thofe 
in the adminiftration of the government. It was by this policy, that they always pre- 
served a few members devoted to them in the convention \ and it was thus they largely 
contributed to influence the public opinion againfl: the Girondifts and to produce their 
fall by fupporting the violence of Robefpierre. The republicans were not infenfible of 
the efforts of the royalifts, and though there ftill fubfiftcd a degree of ir reconcilement 
between the reftored deputies of the Gironde and thofe that remained of the mountain; 
they facrificed their refentments to the fafety of their country and agreed to ele£t mem- 
bers to the directory from both parties. The firft of thefe was Reveillierc-Lepaux, for- 
merly a lawyer, and of the Gironde party, who had the honor of (baring in the profcrip- 
tions of Robefpierre, and had been obliged to conceal himfelf to preferve his life. His 
integrity and devotion to the caufe of civil liberty had procured him the general confi- 
dence of the convention. His devotion to letters was well known, and he had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf particularly by his botanical refearches : he wifhed to decline the appoint- 
ment, but the felicitations of thofe v/ho knew the valu*2 of his integrity in fuch a ftation 
in fuch times prevailed upon him. Reubel a native of ancient Aiface, aifo a lawyer, 
diftinguiftied in the conftituent affembly, for the energy, the franknefs, and activity of his 
character. He it was with Sieyes that formed a treaty with the Batavian republics He 
had been one of theearlieft Jacobins, and one of the moft diftinguifhed advocates of the 
republican inftitution ; he was alfo one of the moft zealous in overthrowing the Jacobins 
when the club became, the rendezvous of royalifts and other affaffins. Great penetration, 
an enlarged knowledge of mankind, and the moft ftubborn inflexibility in right, are 
faid to be his characteriftics. Letourneur of Manche, the third perfon felefted, was an 
officer of engineers before the revolution ; he fpent fome years in America, under Belle- 
combe, and was always confidered as one of the moft fincere though never a clamorous 
republican. He adhered rather to the energetic party of the Jacobins and the mountain 
in the convention, but his enemies have not charged him with any -of their vices. Sieyes, 
4 man of letters, a philofopher, a confpicious leader in the revolution ; a royalift writer 
of high reputation,* has alledged that three men only produced the republic, Sieyes, is 
9ne of them Briffot and Condorcet are the others. No doubt Sieyes had a (hare in i£ 

* Malet du Pan. 
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but the royalifts 5 declaration appears rather hyperbolical. He was the author of the ta* 

ble of the rights of man drawn up in the conftituent aflembJy. This man's talents re- 
quire no better illuftration than that he has been confpicioufly abufed/ His work entitled 
ct what is the third eftate ?" has been noticed in the early part of this hiftory, and that 

work certainly had a great (hare in opening the public mind to thedifcuffion of atopic 

which had not been before that period very generally inveftigated* He declined accep- 
ting the office of a director- Barras was the fifth perfon chofen. He had been a vif- 
counr, but had from the fir ft dawn of the revolution difplayed his attachment to the 

republican fyllem, and his contempt for the privileges to which the accident of birth had 

entitled him. He was a military man, and an early member of the Jacobins. Hi* 
intrepidity was fignalized on three important occafions of infurre&ion, on the overthrow 
of Robelpierre, the infurre&ion of the fuburb of St. Antoineon the twentieth of May y 

and the laft iriiurre&ion which attacked the convention called the infurre&ion of Vende- 

niiare, when he fubdued the le&ions. According to the conftitution the council of fire 
hundred gave in a lift to the council of ancients from which thefe names were fele&ed. 
As Sieyes declined, another ele&ion took place, and Carnot was chofen 5 Cambacerej 
having a few votes lefs than Carnot. 

Carnot was bred in the engineers corps, and was alfo diftinguiflied by literary acquifi- ' 
lions. But his mo ft oiftingui'hed qualifications were military ; he it was who during the* 
moft critical ftage of mi itary conteft and fa&ious convulfion, fuperintended and combined 
thofe vaft projedls in the military department, which according to the emphaticai language 
of Barrcre orgaufed vifiory. 

The palace of the Luxembourg was appointed for the refidence of thefe executive offi* 
«*ers, which now aflumed the name of the dire&orial palace. A splendid coftume was 
allotted to the members of the directory, in which foon after their inftalment they gave 
audience, and in which by the conftitution they were obliged to appear; and a fuitablc 

guard was attached to them. 

The benevolent amnefty which had been one of the laft a£ts of the convention had now 
nearly proved the ruin of the conftitution , of which[rhat meafure was intended to be the 
happy and conciliating harbinger, i he prifons had been thrown open, and the conduct* 
of thofe that were releafrd only difplayed thejuftice of their confinement and the mif- 
taken lenity of exonerating them from a formal trial for their crimes. The members 
who had been confined at Ham, had been liberated among the reft. * hefe factious men 
now thronged the public places, and the royalifls had taken advantage of the amnefty 

to croud to the metropolis. Signs of diftinction were affumed by which they were known 

to each other, and it was foon generally undcrftood that this particular mark wa6 a green 
cravat- The theatres became the rendezvous of the feditious, and the powers of poetry 
and mufic were .called forth to fpirit up infurre&ion. The " «<eveil du People" was the 

favourite of the factious, the favourite of the republicans was the Marftiliois Hymn. 
The dire£lory was at length obliged to interfere, and fhut up feveral ot thefe theatres of 

iedition, . , 

Some troubles were created in the fouthern departments about the fame time; Frcroa 
•was detached thither and made many changes at Marfeilles, Toulon, Aix, and other 

-places ; complaints were fent from the aggrieved places to the direftory, who removed 

,Jfrej<m, and xe^ruaa&dcd him, but fupported the changes which he had made j tht| 
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feat a conciliatory addrcfs to the fouth, and the difquietude was fucceeded by more; 

•rderly proceedings. 

It was foon evident, however, that a fa&ion was arifing in the body of the new go.. 
Vernmenu The republicans had been reconciled with few exceptions to each other; 
and thofe fmcere republicans who were any wife adverfe to the meafures produced. under 
the new conftitution, were rather actuated by pure motives or deceived by artful men^. 
than by any fmifter or unworthy defigns. But there were men with motives iefs pure, 
and covered only by forms, ardently fought to overturn the conftitution. There is always - 

attached to thofe who oppofe the meafures of government a fpecies of necefiary refpect, 

which arifes from the known univerfal pronenefs of men in power to abufe it, and which- 
of neceflity justifies a vigilant and energetic fcrutiny of all their meafures and a&ions. 
Bat it cannot be denied that men in purfuit of power may be as much addicted to injuflice : 
and vicious views as thofe who poflefs it. Theroyalift members, and in the -convention 
there were fome who were and had always beei avowedly fuch, and. who had only . 
cfcaped the rigor of the conventional decrees, by their adroitnefs on evading arj-eft, or- 
under the late amnefty. Thefe now profefted a perfeft refignation to the conftitution, , 
they affe&ed to be fatisfied that the nation wi(hed for the republican conftitution, and 
that they were therefore bound to abide by the decifion of the majority ; but they never * 
failed to add, that the conftitution was not entirely perfeft, and that great care was 
neceflary to preferve the public happinefs and liberty by watching over its execution with 
vigilance, Such arguments were in themlelves not only plaufible, but carried all the : 
appearance of earneftnefs, candor, and convidtioivj and it was not furprifing that upon 
a fubjeft which was lufceotible of a great variety of opinions, that honed men might 
really entertain a fpecies of reafoning, which others affected, as moft conducive to pro- 
mote .their views. The two councils loon difplayed thefe chara&srs, but particularly 
the council of ;five hundred ; and the ftrange fpectacle was exhibited of thofe who had. 
been mountaineers, jacobins, and cordeliers, ranked on the fide of moderation and the • 
conftitution ; and Feuillans, conftitutionaliits, and monarchifts^ declaiming for the re- - 
public, for energy, and the liberty of the prefs- This ftrange reverfion of _ things was- 
not unnoticed by the principal leaders in the revolution, who faw with forrow many 
honeft men deceived by the affe&cd candor of their known enemies. The royalifts had 1 
already formed clubs, and the republicans were compelled to refort to a fimilar meafure, 
which had always been an important auxiliary to the counteraction of confpiracy. A- 
lpong : the new third were feveral men of talents known royalifts, particularly Portalis, Le- 
merer, Couurai, jourdain. and Dumolard, thefe were the leading characters of the roy> 
alift club, and they had attached to their views others of the new third as Dupont of Ne- 
mours, and fome of the molt reipeitable of the old convention as Lanjuinais, and Boifly 

xl^uiglas. . - 

The republican club was compofedof Legendre, Louvet, Tallien, Chenier, andSieyes,. 

and generally of all the . moil moderate of the earlier Jacobins, and of the furvivors of 
the Girondifts ; and thefe cordially co-operated with the government, the other formed; 

the oppofiiion party,. r 

In the progreis uf the two following years, the efFeft of thefe new combinations became 
every day more and more vifible, and the. dire&ory were not long infenfible that mea* 

|ure$were in operation between the agents of foreign powers- and members of the legi% 
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lative bodies.- Their prudence, however, was equal to their vigor, and while they . 
adopted the moft vigilant meafures to deteft and fruftrate confpiracy, the conftitution* 
difplayed all the energy that was vifible under the committees/ and the mod orderly 

police ; the nation wasfeen returning to its natural regularity, and trade and commerce- 

once more affumed the chearful' afpeft of confidence and a&ivity ; the public credit, To ; 
much depreciated by (lock jobbing and foreign forgery, acquired frefh flrength ; in thej 
public fervice every fpecies of fraudulent conduft was chaftifed; the carreer of juftice; 
was moderate, firm, and uniform, and the people beheld in the midft of war a degree of: 
fecurity and equitable adminiftration which realized the bleffings of freedom, and taught 
them how great and happy their country muft be upon the restoration of peace. They 
faw at the fame time the armies purfuing their triumphs with their accuftomed fuccefs, 
and the coalition, which had threatened to overwhelm the liberties of Europe, already 
rent afunder. 

Soon after the inftalment of the directory, its wifdom was difplayed in an eftablifhment 
the moft fplendid and important that has ever appeared in civilized focxety. # They pub-- 

liifaed a proclamation addrefled to the nation, declaring their convi&ion that the happinefs 

of the French people was infeparable from the perfection of the arts and fciences, and 
the encreafe of human knowlege — -and defiring to manifeft in a folemn manner to France 

and to all civilized nations, its firm refolution to concur as far as its power extended to 
the progrefs'and encouragement of fcience ; it founded a national inftitution com- 
ppfed of one hundred and forty-four members, whom it had appointed, and ordered their, 
in filiation to take place in the hall of the former academy of fciences in the palace of 
the national raufeum, formerly the royal palace of the Louvre. Among the members 

were found the names of Le La^de, Fourcroy, Volney, Raynal, La Place, Bertholet, 

Marmontel, Bitauby, Garat, Francois of Neufchateau, the celebrated abbe de St. Pierre, 
Pafroret, Sec. This* proclamation was fan&ioned by the legiflative body ; the meetings 
were to be held four times every year, and the various departments of fcience were occu- 
pied by the ableft profeffors of France. 

A plan of inftru&ion conformable to the conftitution was alfo eftablifhed. It confifls 
of what are called primary fchools, ere&ed in each canton, where a mafter is appointed 
for the boys, and a miftrefs for the girls, where they are to remain until their twelfth 
year ; at thefe fchools are taught the elementary branches of reading, writing, and the 
fir ft elements of arithmetic : a central fchool is eftablifhed in each department, with' 
xii-Ti e profeffors, to teach ancient languages, natural hiftory,- belles .iettres, mathematics, 
drawing, experimental philofophy, grammar, and legislation ; the profeffors are not 
chofen by patronage but by a departmental jury ; they have a ftipend equal to that of 
the adminiftrators of departments, and may retire upon the ftipends after twenty-five 
years fervice. Each central fchool has a library and librarian, a cabinet of natural 
hiftory, an apparatus of experimental philofophy and a botanical garden. There are be- 
fide fpecial fchools for particular profeffions as the military and mechanical. Five fpeeial 
ichools for the higher fciences as aftronomy, medicine, and furgery ; thefe fchools to be 
augmented to ten. There will alfo be a fpecial fchool for the oriental languages : educa- 
tion in all thefe feminaries to be at the public expence, and every individual has a right 

to fend his child, but the parents if able muft fupport the child. 1 The national inftitute 
jjas no authority over the fchools* . - - - - - . 
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the ruins of Vendee...^ The condud of the leaders of the infurgents even in their fur* 
- render was gloo^oiyyltillen, and fufpicious ; it was the fub million of a broken hope, that: 
. trufted to fortune for a future reparation * it was not the return of virtue to the fober 
j path of peace from the conviction of a tempory delufion, but the accommodation of dif- 



fanaticifm 



ilia 



The truce was a perfidious one, and accepted only to retrieve the wafted ftrength 
v and refources of the rebels. The republican generals never failed to declare thefe fenti- 



ments 



^tfyg revolvers* ; Tfte iubmiflion of the Chouans was not completed at the latter end of 
March, when a ftnbng body of royalHts took polTeflion of Fremont, notwithftanding the 
♦ inhabitant? of th ait town refilled them. General Beauregard, however expelled then 
" thence, without more than eight lives loft. It was aflerted that thefe men did not belong 
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maux it could not be determined to whom they belonged, or wherein their 



with,, or differed from the others. Little trouble however occured from thence to the 
middle of , May j on the thirteenth of that month, Ruelle who had been the moll fuccefs- 
deputy 



,. the CiiouSits- had delivered, Up a million of forged ajjignats t\iat had been recently landed 
• m from an English fguadron, %rpqh. hovered on the coait of ancient Brittany. This cir- 
" cumftancc teftificfl at leall the : -ftncerity of fome of the reconciled people. But it fooa 
appeared that this fleet wa6 engaged in a fecret and clofe correfpondence with the royalifts 
in Vendee, that a plan which was fometime forming in England;, was now about to be 
j unfolded, and that numbers of emigrants had already been landed on various parts of 

• the French coaft. The government had early intelligence of the fcheme carrying forward 
in England, and the conimiflioners in the departments, were enabled in May not only to 

t detect the correfpondence, but to, feize upon Cormartin and fix others of the Chou^a 
. chiefs concerned. . The correfpondence mewed that the confpiracy was of unufal extent, 
that imttienfe preparations were making of arms, ammunition, fibres; and clothing, 
which with all the emigrants in England, and a vaft fum of money were to be fpeedily 
■. brought in a powerful Englifh fleet. About the latter end of May the Chouans began to 
•embody in confiderable force, and they blockaded Grand Champ on the twenty-feventh, 
with a body of 1 aoo men. The deputy Bue, however, attacked them impetuoufly >the 

* next day with a body of republicans, and coming up with the army of the Chouans, 
amounting to 6,000 men, encamped at the old cattle of Refte, furprifed the chiefs of 
the Chouans in their beds, defeated the whole body and dilperfed them. 




and with a fy 

, fate of the war. Thcemig 



)t U Autichamp 

and De Hervillv 



eftabliihment 



sompa& executed by the Englilh fecretary of Itate, Grenvilie, the Englilh 



, Windham, 

of this new infurre&ion 



The principal projector 

rater,* was a Monfieur 



* Malet D u Pan. 
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•Rouer* and the defign he confiders as meriting the greateft admiration for its extent and 

objea. TheEnglift 



Wind hum 



Puiffaye, who had bei 
to conduct it. With 



foul, 

was the perfon chofen to conduct it. With this man was united the count D'Kervifly 
a man of military reputation. By a ftrange combination: of contradictions, Puiffaye was 
not to command until he reached the French coaft, meanwhile the embarkation and 
conduct of the expedition was entr lifted to D'Hervilly, who on landing was to become 
quarter-mafter general to Puiffaye., D'Hervilly did not it appears folicit to be employed in 

this fervice, but had been fent for to the Rhine, as well as the count dc S<>mbreuil, by 

the Englifh minifters. Thefe two officers were young and much diftinguifhed in their 
profeflion, and went on this fervice not To much from a confidence in its utility, as from 
a fenfe of honor which would not permit thern to recede from danger. 

It was determined that 4,000 of the troops fhould be embarked on board a fmali 
fquadron* under the command of commodore Warren, as the advanced guard of this ex- 

1 ■ • fill • f\ 1 * 1 1 • • r X" 1 1 I* ^ f* • > f' 

pedition. ~ ~ " " ~ *~ 



J 



man 



two (hips 'of 74 guns, fix frigates, with a number of tranfports having the troop* on 
board, arrived on the coaft of France on the fixteenth of that month, and anchored be- 
tween the ifland of Dieu and Normoutier. D'Hervilly, who had little previous know* 
ledge of Puiffaye, during the voyage endeavoured to acquaint himfelf with his feriti- 
anents and projects; but was aftonifhed to find that this chofen and confidential corn- 
had no certain information of the difpofition of the people in Brittany, nov 
-any determinate idea of the place in which an impreflion was to be made. He therefore 
determined in his own mind upon two points in the bay of Quiberon, thofe of Crac arid 

Carnac. On the twenty-fifth of June the fleet conduced by a pilot-boat which carried 

a "white flag entered the bay of Quiberon, and anchored there. D'Hervilly landed hero 
to obtain information in his department, and fevers! fpies were fent abioad. D'Hervilly 

held feveral conferences with the inhabitants in the village of Carnac, but from what lie 
Jfcarned, nothing flattering to the projeft was apparent, and he fignified as much to the 
Englifh commodore and Puiffaye ; but they were of a contrary opinion, and on the even- 
ing of the twenty-fixth the boats of the fleet were manned, and the foldiers to the amount 
of 2500 were embarked on them, and continued fo all night ready for aftion. At break 
«f day they made good their landing near the tillage of Carnac. Two hundred repub* 



(hew 



anc 



affift the landing 



The troops were put into cantonments 



in the villages. Puiffaye fixed his head quarters at Genefc, a very good pofition, the 
loyal emigrants occupying the front, other corps on his right and left 9 and both flanked 
by the bay, the. artillery being in the rear of the half circle. D'Hervilly with a few horfe 
reconnoitred the neighbourhood, and at a fmall but important poft of mount St. Michel, 
found the white flag flying as well as at Carnac ; he continued his circuit as far as Plou 



publicans 



morning ; here he was informed 



(the republicans) had retired to Aurai and Landevan, two 



July. Bodies of men dreffed as 
$>eafants daily came in to fee the army, and profefling to partake of their triumphal land* 

lag 5 to thefe araw were diftributed, and other neceffaries,, without difcri 
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or feje, even the women were furniflied. In this way more than 128,000 mulkett were 
difpofed of. Some detachments of grenadiers and Chouans had been detached to Lan- 



Mind 



Here 



was that the Chouans began to fhew how little dependence there could be placed oa 
them ; for a corps of between two and three thoufand no fooner law a body of three 
hundred republicans than they threw down their arms and fled. Another body of thefe 



f the blue uniforms 



piece: 
Pu 



w % • w 

ing himfelf into that town. At any event it was of the fir ft importance to poffefs a poffc 
which would enabl- the Fnglifh to land all their future fuccours ami reinforcements pro^ 
mifed by the Englifh miniftry. The peninfula of Quiberon, which forms the bay and 
which was itfeif defended by a formidable fortrefs, ottered thefe advantages. It was pro- 
tected at Saint Barbe, at fort Pent hie vre, by a tongue of land three leagues in length, 
half a mile in breadth at the wideft part, and terminated under the cannon of the fort by 
afpace of about half a mile, which afforded no fheiter whatever, and rendered its approach* 
very difficult. This fort called by the republicans Sansculotte, Puffaye determined to at- 
tack on the evening of the 2d of July. Puffaye was to lead a corps of emigrants, Chou- 
ans,and Englifh, from the (hips on the point of the peninfula, while the fhips of warfhould 
cannonade the fort, at the fame time d'Hervilly was to fcale St. Barbe. The trcopshad 
commenced their march ar dufk of the evening, but at day-break Puiffaye ordered them to 
return, as the {hips were not able to co-operate owing to a change of the wind. D'Her* 
villy however, was not unfuccefsfui, for the fort of St, Barbe was furrendered to him with* 
out a fiiot being fired. It appeared however, that there was neither provifion nor ammu- 
nition in the place, and for feverai days the garriibn of fix hundred men had been redi 
ced to abifcuit per day, 1 his fuccefs was fomewhat alleviating of the failure of the maim 

attack. On the 3d and 4th the Chouans in the villages of Landevan, Mindon,.and Aurai v 
and feverai of the emigrant polls, were attacked by the republicans, who were obliged tq 
abandon their pofition. The republicans appear to have had the moft perfc& intelligence, 
of the emigrants difpofitions and movements. 

The whole of the period from the firft landing had been occupied by the fhips of war 
and tranfporta in removing the immenfe ftores and pro vifions from the fhips ; great diforder 
took place among the Englifh failors, and the Englifh commiffaries adted with a degree of 

infolence and folly that caufed general but inefFe&ual complaints. It was however deter* 

mined that the whole of the troops hitherto cantoned, fhould now remove within the pen- 
infula and fort of Quiberon j but here a new blunder was discovered, no camp-equipage 
had been provided amidft the vaft abundance of preparation and expenditure. However 
in a council on the 5th it was refoived to remove thither and make ufe of the beft means 
that the exigency could provide ; it was neceifaryjo prevent diforder, and to promote dif* 
ciplinc* Monfieur Vauban with a few emigrants and Chouans were left in Carnal and 
other villages. As foon as the emigrants were quietly ported within the peninfuja, the 
republicans attacked Carnac and all the other out ports. A part of the emigrants laved 
themfelves on board the Englifh boats, the reft were purfued under the cannon c/ the fort* 

To repair this difafter a fatly was concerted from the fort and executed on the morning of 

$bc jth j but the emigrant* were repuUed with confiderablc Mh From thco$* t& the j At 
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: the republicans were indefatigably employed in conflru&ing works on the heights of St* 
. Barbe- The mo ft fkilful of the emigrants were fatisfied that a retreat was now expedient. 
But the moft fatal blindnefs governed their leaders. Diforder had increafcd inftead of 
'being cured by the removal of the troops within the peninfula* Ia thefe circumftances 
another fortie was determined upon. 

The emigrants, Chouatis, and Engli(h now within the peninfula amounted to upwards 
of 12,000, of thefe 5000 were fele&ed for this fervice. On the night of the fifteenth 
this detachment marched to attack the republican entrenchments on the heights of St. 

Bar be- Preparations were not wanting for their reception. They had apparently en- 
: trenched themfelves in three diftinS camps* Their force amounting to fix thoufand men ; 
. Vauban with a body of Englifh and two thoufand Chouajis was to make a diverfion at 

the point where they landed on the twenty -feventh of June, and to march dire&Iy and 
. poffefs fort St. Michel, thence to continue his route fo that he fiiould take the batteries 



of St. Barbe in the rear ; the main body was at the fame time to attack the republicans by 
Falaife. Vauban ■was to make fignals by firing one rocket when 'he.difembarked, two on 
marching forward, and if obliged to re-embark to fire three rockefsS^-Thc two fir ft fig- 
. nals were regularly made, but upon the firfl: ihot being fired the Chouans* r^i to. difern- 
. bark, fwearing ihey could go no further and according made their way to QuKeron. The 
main body was of neceffity ignorant of this circumftance, as the three rockets were not 
. fired- 

A little before day-break the advanced guard of the royalifts attacked the out-pofls of 
. the republicans. They ftormed their firfl camp; and the republicans retreated in their 
. cuftomary way, ffiarp (hooting; the fecond camp was likewife attacked and carried in the 
fame manner. No noife being heard in the rear it was evident that Vauban* s enterprife 
did not fucceed, and it was propofed to fack the two camps and retire. This advice was 
given by Rotalier commandant of the* artillery andLanglet an experienced officer; Soti}- 
breuil alfo who had arrived only two days before with reinforcements, gave the fame 
advice, and d'Hervilly who commanded, appeared difpofed to follow the advice, when an 
appearance of .diforder in the republican ranks induced him to take advantage of it, and 
inftantly to order the charge. The diforder was only a ftratagem. But flufhed with their 
;firft fuccefs the emigrants rufhed on to the attack of the third camp, when an immenfe 

• niaflced battery was opened in front and poured out vollies of grape fhot upon them. 

• The carnage was dreadful. The courage of the officers was infufficient to keep the 
- men in their ranks, half of which were already proftrate on the earth, and continued to 

. be mowed down ; they difperfed, threw down their arms, and even threw off their clothes 
i and (hoes to fly more fpeedily. DTiervilly feeing the diforder of the columns on the 

• right, had fcarcely given the word of command of " half round to the right," when 
he received a '(hot which pa {fed through his body, and put him out of a&ion, he was car- 

. ried on board a frigate. No fecond had been provided- Diforder become general, the 
; republican cavalry charged ; five pieces of the royalift cannon were turned upon them ift 
. tlieir flight. To add to the fad condition- of the fugitives, the Englifh fhips fired broad- 
sides ok them and the republicans who purfued them. The deluded emigrants harraffeii 
, and difmsyed, reduced to half their number entered the peninfula complaining that they 
5 had. been led to butchery, 

: ; Among the circumftances which contributed to the failure of this difaftrous expedition? 
may be reckoeed the bafe intrigues of the Englifh rainifters. Habituated to gereral cor* 
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option, and as it is the vital principle of the government, it fuperindu'des anextenfion of 
the pra&iceto every object- In recruiting for the emigrant corps they had employed a- 
•gents to vilit the prifons in which the French prifoners were confined, and by proffers of 
money, promifes of promotion, and even threats of defer confinement, induced many hun- 
dreds to accept their offers ; for it was not unfeen by the republican prifoner, that the 
means of treachery employed againft his country might be made ufe of to regain his liberty, 
and accordingly the fentiment foon became very general, and the republican prifoners who 
had accepted the proffered bounty returned to advife theircoumrymen in prifon of the means 

generous but 

Thefe men 

than they could 

in prifon. They obtained informarion of every particular of the expedition, and by gra- 
dual defertion communicated to the republicans the molt minute derails of the emigrant 
operations. Between the 16th and 20th near a hundred and fifty men had deferted from 
a fingle regiment- Hoche who commanded the republicans loft no opportunity of im- 
proving upon their information, and the difafter that took place in the aftion was the moft 
effe&ual. Puiifaye during all this time lived in a ftate of Afiatic luxury, fuch as he had 
witnefled in his communications with his Englifh employers ; he had carried his effemi- 
nacy to fuch extravagance and blind excels, that while the moft vigilant meafures were 
going on in camp to defend themfelves againft the republicans, he had employed a great 
number of men in deranging a whole magazine to find under the packages a net to cat_ch 
fifii for his table ; relying upon what he called his fortunate ftar. he did not give himfelf 
the fatigue of evenvifiting thepofts; but diftributed erodes of St. Louis, honorary me- 
dals, brevets, to officers and foldiers who diftinguifhed themfelves on the 16th. Hecaufed 
to be given out in general orders the news of fix advantages obtained over the republicans 
by the Chouans under M. deTintiniac, and became the jeft of even his own lbidiers~for 
his rhedomantades. 

The troops compofing Sombreuii's divifion lately arrived, was not difembarked until 
he feventeenth of July, It confided of the regiments of Rohan, Salm, Dumas, Behon, 
and Perigord. On the evening of the eighteenth Puiffaye furrounded by a number of 
his officers on horfeback, was approached by a number of republican officers alio on 
horfeback* Botl) parties were defirous of a parley, though the republicans at firft pre- 
tended to avoid it: — However they approached — the republicans began the converfation by 
compaffionating the fate of the emigrant prifoners they had taken, " all we defire," faid 
they, u is, that you treat our wounded as well ?.s we do yours ; we have torn our fhirts to 
" drefs them. — You have loft a worthy officer in M. Telonet, we regret him as a brave 
cc man." At length by various obfervations that neceffarily called forth replies, the 
republicans difcovered that the information obtained from deferters exa&ly correfppnded 
with what they now learned* " Do you really believe" faid a republican officer to the 
marquis de Contades, " that with the few troops you have you can conquer us, whear 

" 200,000 bayonets could not fucceed in the attempt." — " It is not with bayonets," 
replied he, " we hope to fucceed, but by the force of opinion whofe power you know 

4C fo .well. We have with us millions of money ^ and provifions to maintain an army of 

20,000 men for fix months. Very well, we will fay even to yourfclves, come and 
fhare with us, like brothers. It is thus we will combat you, and we doubt not, but 
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the good Frenchmen, who are rather mifled than criminal* will fooft unite with us/* 

It was propofed to fliake hands ; the republican officer refufed — " Not taday," faid he 
44 we (hall meet again; — but you fhould write to Tallien, he is at L'Orient ; yoti 
" fhould come to an underftanding."' 'J hey parted ; the emigrants were delighted with 
their republican opponents ; who were no lefs pleafed at the information which they had 
©btained. 

The night of the twentieth was calculated for deeds of horror ; a moft violent weft wind,, 

a pelting rain prevailed ; it was one of rhofe frafons which favours furprifes, and demands 
from the warrior double vigilance again ft attack ; far from taking fuch mcafures the 

ordinary precautions leem to have been neglefted* M. de Falmontof the engineers, with, 
two of the newly arrived regiments and another half battallion were on duty : but the 

troops were more occupied in feeking {belter from the pitilefs ftorm,, than guarding againft 
an aflault.. Patroles had been obfcrved by fome officers of the guard, and in great 
numbers ; but they were clothed in red, and had given the watch-word of the night 
correftly* Thefe patroles were the republicans drelfed in the English uniform, and con- 
ducted by deferters, perfectly acquainted with the Hate of ihc fort, and of all thepofts ;'. 
they had paffed along in fingle file, on the low level fhore at low water, ami climbing up* 
the rocks had already reached the platform, which, a thing unheard, of in military 
afFairs, had not one centincl on duty there. Some artillery men without fire were afleep. 
in the gnard-houfe ; one of the officers hearing the footfteps Parted up, and ran to fire 
the alarm, which was to be three guns, he fired only two, when his matches were extin- 
;guifhed, and the lanthorn which was to be hoifted as another figna! to the (hips, waft 
put out, fo that ignorant of what was paffing on ffiore, no movement was made by 
•the fleet. 

9 

- The fame uncertainty prevailedln the camp, hut the generate was inftantly beat in* 
the cantonments. Meanwhile confufion prevailed in the poll of the platform moved 
partly by promifes, partly by threats, but more efpecially by rebukes for attack* upon 
their country at the inftigation of her bktereft enemy, eoniiderable numbers of the 
emigrants grounded their arms and joined in the cry of vive larepablique I Meantime the 
fecond battalion of RoyaULouis, which was the neareft in the village, under its colonel 
D'Atilly arrived. The, commandant of the main fort aftoni(hed at the balls from the 
platform falling into the entrenchment, thought it owing to fome miftake, and went on 
the glacis of the platform,, cried out to the troops vive la roi I — and received three 
balls in his body.. 

The republican columns meanwhile were advancing along the beach, or rather in the 

fea. Their left column waded up to their necks in the water, moving in that dire A ion 
.with a view to turn the fort entirely on the right, when a battery ol three guns well 
jferved threw this column into difordcr, and forced it to abandon its objetV, to crofs ths 

beach and join the right column. They continued to advance, and made thcinfelves 
raafters of the entrenchments, chafing the troops before them as they came up; on* 

party capitulated, and laid down their arms ; another covered their retrea* by a conftant 
fire; while the Chouans fome wounded, and the officers whofe ibMiers had fu bruit- 

mitted, embarked in the boats found near the ihore, and- with much difficulty gained 
the Enghfh Ihips. 

The column on the right and the column in front meanwhile advanced with coolnef? 

md celerity 3 and having been joined by the left column that had been thrown into diio& 
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der, the emigrants were attacked in their centre by a fire from right and left* The corps 
under Sombreuil was attacked by a fele& corps of feven hundred grenadiers under Hoche 
in perfon, and they laid down their arms* It wasafferted that the emigrants had no am- 



munition : in on 



H 



the republicans were ferved with cartridges ; but it is alfo true that not one of them wag 
fired ; for our grenadiers cartridges were fo much damaged by the rain that they were 



in 



their cartridge boxes flung away on the rock of Portflingen, at the foot of which fovea 
hundred of them were drowned " 

De Rttalier, Conrades, and Dumas endeavoured to flop the flight and rally the fugi- 
tives, but they were driven into the fea ; the two former efcaped by fwimming their hories 
to the boats; Dumas and the adjutant-general Langlet perifhed in the attempt. Som- 
breuil, whofe divifion was cantoned at the greateft diftance could take no pofttion but 
that of a mill before St. Julian at the bottom of the peninfula. He madeaftand there 
for a few moments, and then retired into the fort, where he was compelled to furrender 
on the verge of the rocL. The Englifh fhips firing on them all the while- He advanced 
to the republican commander (Koche) faying — " I afk nothing for rayfelf; Ilumnler; 
do with me as you pleafe ; I only afk their iives for the brave men I command* who as 
well as my (elf are the vi&ims of perfidy and cowardice." This brave young gentle- 
man in a letter to the Englifli admiral fays — M. PuhTaye having ordered me to take a 
pofition in which 1 was to wait his orders, took the fingular precaution of battening oi> 
board a boat which he fecured for his retreat I" This bafe and contemptible man entrufttd 
with the command of above tenthoufand men, had actually embarked at four o'clock in 
the morning, and employed himfelf in difeovering the number who had efcaped. Of 
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dren, efcaped in about the fame proportion. 



flg women and 



An Englifh officer who was prefenc writes concerning the aftion — "Though I have 

fuch a fcene as the held of battle duriner the 



of the dying, the 
time, together with 



Cornell, which lafted upwards of fixtecn hours; what with the groans 
cri^s of the wounded, thefhouis of the republicans during the whole ti 
their revolutionary tunes performed by exteufive bands of mufic, which refounded through 
the air, and in a manner itunned our very ears ! — I even now fhudder at the idea of the 
picture they pre fen ted when their line was firit broken, which was quickly after the firft 
attack. The regiment of dTIervilly, raifed wholly from among theprifoners of war, in- 
ftantly joined the republicans in a body, after putting their officers to death ; no ftand was 
then made, and the poor fellows were knocked on the head one after another, as the ene- 
my would {hew no quarter. Thofe who efcaped from the bayonet were few indeed, and 
thoie who did were indebted only to their heels which enabled them to efcape to the water, 
and there, melancholy to fay, many of them found a grave ; only one regiment acted with 
refolmion after the line was broken, they endeavoured to cover the retreat, but their brar 
very Cv;ft them dear as i hey were nearly all cut off by the bayonet." 

The whole of the reuublican force on this occafion is Rated at no more than three thou* 
fand ; when Sombreuil was taken prifoner and informed of this difparity of numbers, h^ 

flapped his haild tO his forehead anrl ^vrinimpH— " oh I fn fnpArtl if I" Th*» writer whrn 



i fufpefted it i" The writer 
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relates this fa£t fays, the emigrants confcious of the fate that awaited them, poured forth 



bitter imprecations 
peared to repine in 



•ere all (hot in the courfe of four days ; many of them died crying 
them fhewed marks of great pufilanimity ; and this is not to be 



of indignation agairjt thofe by whom they were fent thither, and ap- 
their laft moments at becoming the blind mftruments of a power which 
in its hatred of France, obtained a triumph, in the deltrudion of Frenchmen, whichever 
party was fuccefsfuh 

The unfortunate Sombreuil, the bifhop of Dol, who had been fent from England to 
preach up bloodfhed with his brother the grand vicar, Charles Brogliofon of the general 
and feveral other leaders of the traitor hirelings, to the amount of a hundred and eighty- 
eight were put to an interrogatory, in which every latitude was allowed them for defence 
or conceflion ; thefe \v 
inve le vol ; others of 

wondered at, if it is confidered that according to a report made to the convention on the 
27th of July, by the deputy who had been on duty at Quiberon, that the emigrants were 

.armed with poniards, the points of which were poifoned \ the experiment was made on 
an animal, which "died of convulfions from the wound ! ' . 

The republican generals who aided the intrepid young general were, Humbert, Drui, 
Valeteau,' Lemoine, Botta (whofe left foot was (hot off) and the adjutant general Menage. 
The effe£ls of this victory were not confined to the deftru&ion of the emigrants, and 

the fatal example it held forth to them. The blow was as fatal to England, if it is only 
confidered, that at the period when this expedition was equipped a general fcarcity 
of provifions prevailed in England, and that the money and ftores, and grain landed in 
France, fell all into the hands of the republicans. The profufion of arms and ammuni- 
tion diftribuccd has been already noticed. The national commiflioner in writing to the 
convention on the fubjeft of the capture fays — " I have fpent this whole day in travell- 
ing the peninfula, which contains an enormous quantity of warlike ftores of every def* 
cription. The provifions that have been abandoned by the enemy will.be fufficient for 
the fupply of the captors for fix months. Arms, clothes, accoutrements, harnefs, and 
camp-equipage,, are too numerous to fp'ecify in an inventory. There appears to be enough 
of the above to equip an army of 40,000 men ! — with a proportionate number for artil- 
lery and cavalry ! — Wine, oil, rum, vinegar, brandy, rice, falted meat, dried fifh, foap, 
tobacco, fugar, tea, coffee, and bifcuit, are in fuch abundance, that unlefs they are re- 
moved to the interior, they will not only be injured but our foldiers are in danger of 
being enervated by luxury. We have "got poffeffion of feveral veffels laden with corn and 
rice' 3 Another officer writes cc Thd commiffioncrs of war, and all the agents of govern- 
ment on the fpot, are bufied in making inventories of the captured ftores and provifions, 
which are fo numerous and detached, that their : taik cannot be accomplifhed in lefs that a 
fortnight ; indeed if they were collected in one magazine, I doubt exceedingly whether 
four thoufand carriages would be fufficient to remove the provifions* alone to a moderate 
diftance in the courfe 'of a month ! A rough eftimate has been made of their value, which 
exceeds 800,000,000 ! We have among other things whole calks of forged aftignats, 
fabricated with fo much art that a common obferver could not eafily diftinguifh the falfe 
one. Our grenadiers amufe themfelves with making bonfires of them." " Their 
•amount in nominal value was ten thoufand millions", fays another account. " Quiberon 
peninfula refe.mbles Amfterdam, for the eye is feafted with the fight of immenfe quanti- 
fies of. .grain, - fugar, coffee., foap, clothes, ammunition, ftores, arms, wine, brandy, 
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ram, &c. in the mid ft of this abundance the republicans have not committed one excels/ 1 
— I loche writes that there were 70,000 mufkets, 150,000 pair of flioes, so>ooo ho#- 
fheadsof wine, rum, brandy, &c. The prifoners taken were Rated at one hundred an I 
feventy eight emigrant officers/ privates two hundred and fb:ty, inhabitants of Touio-i 
four hundred 'and ninety two, Chouans three thoufand'fix hundred,— total 6262. The 
emigrant chiefs only were tried and executed as traitors, the arms fcattered through the 
country were called in, and the unfortunate and dtluded inhabitants were treated with 
the utmoft lenity, and their wounded taken as much care of as the republicans. 

This expedition it will be feen was connected v.ith the interior mfurreciion in the de- 
partments, and the confpiracies at Paris, already noticed. The fpecious fuppreiuon of 
revolt in Vendee, was now once more raifed into a flame. Charette about this time 

publiflied a dilgracefu! manifefto, in which he attempted to apologife for his new perfidy, 
charging the breach cf the treaty on the convention, who, he affirmed, had agreed by a 
fecret article to reltore the monarchy in Louis XVII. and accufing them of having poi- 
foned that prince to evade the execution of the engagement- It will hardly be credited, 
after the miferable cataftrophe at Quiberon, that mfanity or blind animofity- could be 
carried further by the Engliih minifter ; but a defcent was actually meditated on the coaft of 
ancient Brittany, with a view of co-operating with the Chouans. The Englifh fleet with 
the tranfports and troops onboard was kept hovering off the coaft. In Quiberon bay a 
council was held, upon the fubjeft of an attack on Noirmoutier, which had been for- 
merly in the poflellion of the revolters. The EngliQ) commander Warren was the only 
man in the council who thought the enterprize practicable. It was attacked, and after 
burning a windmill, the aflailants were fo warmly received by a force of 15,000 men and 
one hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, that they fled with the utmoft precipitation. 
The Englifh then took pofleflion of the fmall ifland of Dieu, where they hoped to eftab- 
li(h theinfelves. It proved however of no ufe but to graze their horfes, and in the month 
of December they were obliged to evacuate this miferable ftation, ant] their more fatal than 
vifionary projects. They had fummoned Belleifle in the courfe of the expedition but were 
treated with the utmoft contempt. 

• The armies of the republic on the Rhine were not inactive. The important fortrefs of 
Luxembourg, which had been in a flate of blockade, from the period in which the 
armies of France made themfelves matters of the circumjacent country, furrendered on 
the feventh of June by capitulation. This fortrefs is one of the firft in Europe, and juftiy 
efteemed one of the ftrongeft. The garrifon confided of 10,000 men, commanded by 
the celebrated marefchal Bender, The poflellion of this place gave the French the com- 
mand of the whole left of the Rhine excepting Mentz, which had been blockaded for 
fome months, and was more eafily maintained by the Auftrians, as the communication, 
with Caffel on the oppofite fide of the Rhine was uninterrupted. The paflage of the 
river therefore was necefiary to put the fortrefs into their hands. This enterprife was 
not undertaken until Augutt, when the veterans had repofed, and new diviiions joined 
them to partake of the glory of the campaign, Jourdan commenced his operations 
with the army of the Sambre and Meufe, by taking Duffeldorf, which furrendered to 
him, and left the paflage of the river wholly at his command. The Auftrians retreated 
and joined another corps potted on the Lhan, between Naflau and Niefburg — It was 
v/hile the army of Jourdan was preffing on the Auftrian forces to the north of Mentz, 
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that the army of the Rhine and Mofellc effected the paflage of the river oppofite Man* 
heim, of which they immediately took poffcfiion, as was before noticed. The acqufitioa- 
of this place was of great importance ttf the French, as it cut off the communication be* 
tween the right and left divifions of the Auftrian army. Jourdan purfued his fuccefs and 
attacked the Auftrians on the Lhan, crofted the Mein, and completed the inveftment of 
Mentz. 

The Auftrian army had ample time to retrieve its deprcflion, to recover the troops 
from their fatigues,, and to obtain reinforcements ; hut fuch was the terror of the French 
arms, that no obftacles appeared likely to be infurmountable to them. The Auftrians 
were retiring fpiritlefs and dejc&ed, when a fuddcn change was wrought in their favour, 

which totally altered the difheartening afpeft of the campaign, and turned the fate of 
-war on their fide:for a time. 

Subfequent events have thrown light on the myfterious caufes of this reverfe of fortune. 
The fucceffes of the winter campaign achieved in oppofition to the opinion and advice of 
Pichegru ; the glories acquhed by Jourdan at Fleurus, and the feparation of the armies 

hi fuch a manner as to give jourdan the poll of honor and enterprise, were fubjetts of 

fevere mortification to Pichegru- The beft underftandihg did not fubfift between thefe 
generals, and a cordial co-operation could not therefore bo expe&cd, where the love of 
country could not prevail over perfonal envy, and private vanity. There is fome reafon 

to believe, that a correfpondence which was difcovered to be carried on, at a later period 
than the prefent, between Pichegru, the emigrants, and Wurmfer, had commenced 
before this time. There is no other way to account for theconduft of Pichegru on thit 
occafion, unlefs by fuppofi&g him ignorant of military affairs which has not been fur* 
mifed, A divifion of his army had orders to take poffellion of a poll in order to prevent 
the jun&ion of Glairfait's army with Wurmfur's 5 the latter had fuccceded Cobourg, 
and was marching to the relief of Manheim, fuppofing that he (hould arrive in fufficient 
time to prevent the furrender of that place. The poft was taken without difficulty as the 
Auftrians retreated upon the approach of the affailants ; a part of the French cavalry, 
however, having proceeded to pillage, the Auftrians fuddenly returned, and furprifed 
them j the French infantry for fome time flood the fhock, but they were ordered to re- 
treat, and returned to Manheim, rendering all the advantages of the expedition fruitless, 
and leaving the communication open between the two Auftrian armies- 
Previous to this affair, Jourdan had defired reinforcements, and Pichegru in (lead of 
fending them, applied to the government, reprefenting the armies as infufficient to perform 
the fer vices for which they were deftined. The obje&s of Jourdan's army were to carry 

the war into the German empire, and relieve the left bank of the Rhine from its pick 

fure; Pichegru's duty was to keep the Auftrians in check, while the fiege of Mentz 
was carried on by a diftinft body* The forces under Pichegru were more than compe- 
tent to thefe ends, but the retreat of his corps to Manheim, left Jourdan no alternative 
between being cut off from all communication with France or a retreat. He determined* 
on the latter. In the mean time a divifion- of the Auftrians fuddenly violating the neutral* 
territory between the Lhan and Mein, had fallen on his rear, and took a confiderable 

part ot his artillery by furprize. This"- violation of the neutral territory was made not 
only in contempt of treaties, but with the knowledge and content of Pruffian officers* 
Prince liohcnloshad/ at the commencement of the Prulfiaa wegociatioa with France* 
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concurred in fentiments with the Auftrian generals, and was equally an xloiis to break off 
the negotiations ; it was for this purpofe that he attacked Kaiferflautern by furprife, 



of the French 



The Pruifiafi court, how- 



•ever, made immediate conceffions for this breach of faith, and the ijegociatkm was fooa 
after renewed- This prince was at Frankfort, when the French pallet 1 tlie Rhine and 
he it was, who encouraged Clairfait to the violation of the neutral territory and attack 



j 



general 



placed every reliance on the fecurity of the neutral territory in his rear. Jourdan there- 
fore ordered the fiege of Mentz to be raifed, and began his retreat acrofs the: Mtin* 
Clairfait having affembled various detachments on the Necker, purfued jourdan, Piche- 
gru who had remained inaftive for fume time, now crofled the Rhine at Manheim, with 



retreat. A ftrong garriibn was left in Manheim. 



a view to lend the reinforcement, which Jourdan had fought before he was obliged to 

effeded 

but the garrifon of Mentz having been ftrongly reinforced, two Auftrian divifions crofled: 
the river at different points, and attacked the remainder of the French who had been in- 
trenched before that place, and drove them after an obltinate refiiUnce from all their 
polls, deilroyed their works, and took their artillery. 



Sieg, a river on the right fide of the Rhine 



Jourd 



oppofite to Bonn, directed the greater part of their forces towards the palatinate. They 
had gained poffeflion of that country as far as from Landau to the banks of the Mofelte, 



j 



the troops along the left fide of the Rhine, and leaving 



advan 



quarter. ' 

Terror now fpread as far as Luxembourg, the inhabitants of which were ordered as 
a meafure of precaution to provifion themfelves for twelve months. The movements of 
Jourdan difpelled their apprehenfions and checked the Auftrian incurfions. The town 
of Manheim had been well garrifoned, but was befieged with great vigor, This beauti- 
ful city, which the French had fpared, feH a prey to the flames, the Auffrians bombard- 
ing it with violence in revenge for the quiet and amicable furrender of the place to the. 
French. The garrifon cut off from fupplies were compelled to capitulate to the amount 



of 8,000 men. 



theatre of war. All that part of the 



country which lies within the lines drawn from the Rhine between Landau and Deiix- 
ponts, and from thence to the country lying along the Mofelle as far as Treves, was oc- 
cupied by the Auftrians. The French attacked them with great impetuofity in orcfcjr to 
regain their honor and the ground they had loft ; but each Itep was vigoroufty disputed. 
They, however, fucceeded fo far as to reduce the boundary of. the Auftrian victories, 
within narrower limits ; and the campaign was concluded by common content of the- 
hoftile generals, who agreed to a fufpenlion of arms for three months, which was ratified: 

by the respective powers. . * 
Thus finilhed a campaign which in this quarter had been altogether unfortunate ior the 

French : The army of Italy had continued ror the moft part on the defenfive, having to 
contend with i'uperior forces. That of the Pyrenees, after peace was concluded witfc 

Spain, had been too much harraflcd to be employed immediately on diftant fervice. Ths 
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reverfe on the Rhine have been attributed with great ingenuity to many caufes, the ftate 

of parties and .the fluctuation of opinions in the executive committees muft have contri- 
buted to render the jarring of the generals more fatal, fince parties \vere fo moderate and 
.fo exactly balanced as* to power and meafures, that while energy was" loft, the fcveral ge- 
nerals were fupported even in their errors. Had the French on the Lhan been fupported 
•duly, the terror that their arms had infpired would have been a potent auxiliary, and the 

Auftrians muft have relinquifhed the Rhine for the defence of the empire ; fuccefs would 
.have crowned their efforts. Jourdan and Pichegru had been defired by the committees to 

.an fiver, a feries of queflions which were fent them piior to the paflage of the Rhine, in 

.order to determine the government what meafures it ought to purfue in an enterprize of 
fuch importance ; the anfwers of Jourdan were deemed mod fatisfa&ory and enterprizing, 
.the calculations were more clear and bold and the refults the mod important. The great 
error of the committees lay in not entrufting him with fuch general command as would 
enable him to combine and fecure all his operations. A principal objeft was not executed, 
the whole plan which refted upon that was neceflarily deftroyed* 

The queftion was alfo agitated whether the refpe&able fituation of the republic with 
full poffeffion of ail the left of the Rhine except Mentz, Holland detached from the ene- 
my, and the Belgic provinces united with France, Pruflia detached from the coalition and 
Spain begging for peace ; the republican armies every where vi&orious and the confuta- 
tion about to be eftabJifhed ; if this was not the favorable moment to open negociations 
for peace for Europe ? The definition of the emigrants atQuiberon decided the queftion 
in the affirmative. The overture was made, but Auflria would not negaciate alone, and 
England would not accept any overtures in which the abandonment of Belgium was not 
a preliminary with other articles. The reverfes of the French on the Rhine ferved to 
confirm the Englifh principles, by buoying up the hopes of Auftria, and the truce at 
the conclufion of the campaign, which was acceded to with a common hope of terminat- 
ing the war by an intermediate negociation, was only employed by England to contract 
frefh alliances and procure frefh loans for the profecution of hostilities. 

An Englifli writer obferves, that it is juftly a matter of furprize, confidering the emi- 
nent advantages pofleffed by England, and Confidering the diftreffed and diftra&ed ftate 
of France, during the greater part of the war, the fucceffes of the former Ihould have 
been fo fmall in the Welt-Indies. England engaged in the conteft not fingle handed with a 
rival nation, but with a nation divided within itfelf, and aflailed by all the powers of Europe 
befide, France had in combination againfl her five of the molt powerful monarchies in 
- the world — the whole empire of Germany — the dates of Italy — the Dutch ftadthol- 
derate — principalities and powers too numerous to detail, and the reputed force and 
refources of which is almoit beyond calculation. England poffeffed beficle at the com- 
mencement of 'the war an invincible navy, and pofleffed in one of her iflands an almoft 
inexhauftible nurfery of hardy men capable of being converted at will into folcliers and 
failors. France, foon after the commencement of the war faw the remains of her navy 
deferred by her principal officers, and delivered by treachery into the hands of her enemy, 
and partly burned, carried off, or deftroyed. The finances of England according to the 
declarations of her own minifters " uniformly in the moft flourifhing ftate ; while thole 
< 5 of France were not on the verge but in the very gulph of ruin." The foreign pof- 
fcflions of England alfo have been in a ftate of quiet and proiperity j the colonies of 
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France didracted by diffenfion, and wafted by the horrors of civil war. Much therefore' 
might have been expected, yet what has been done ; a few iilands purchafed by the 
meaneft artifices of fedu&ion, and rewarded by a perfidious breach of the' conditions on 

which they wer-e furrendered. 

- On the other hand, the decree for the emancipation of the blacks, could not be ex- 

-ptefted to' produce a fudden effeft ; that was to be operation of a wide, fenfible, and 
effectual diffufion ; thefenfesof the Have from infancy, can be operated upon only by the 
releafe from his pains, and the feverities of a (tare which lofes half its horrors by a 

total inexperience of a more happy condition ; his ideas rarely extend to independence 
and thofe- charms which liberty poffefles to the mind habituated to freedom and its 
biddings. Domeftic flavery carries with it fomething revolting to the leafl enlightened 
mind, 'lb' as to be capable of. exciting the moft tumultuous emotions ; but it is not the idea 
but cheafltual pofleflion for a time which aftually conveys a juft impreffion of its value. 
The wretches who languifh under the lafh, and dwindle out a milerable exiftence under 
every form of oppreflion — who labour that others may reft, and fow only that others 
may reap — thefe, at lead could not but be expedted to join without hefitation the ftan- 
dard which proclaims their perfonal independence and a releafe from their miferies. 
It was no wonder that at Guadaloupe the infamous Grey (hould be more rapidly expelled 
by the energy of thofe liberated unfortunates, than he acquired pofleflion by flaves of a fairer 
colour. In concluding the tranfa&ions of the Weft-Indies for the laftyear, the conquefl: 
of Guadaloupe by Vittor Hugues was noticed, and therefiftance made at fort Matilda ; 
this place ftood out Hill the tenth of December 1794 ; when the republicans being rein- 
forced by three thoufand men, the Englifli were compelled to evacuate the fort and ifland* 
The Englifli in their flight however loft only fixteen killed and feventy-five wounded; 
On the twenty-fifth of the fame month the fort of Tiburon in St. Domingo was attacked 
by three armed veflels from Aux Cayes. Having landed their artillery, they mounted 
one eighteen pounder, one of nine, two pieces of four, and one of two pounds, and 
commenced a brifk attack with the ufual (kill and dexterity of French engineers. • They 
blew up an armed {hip by their fire, difmounted and filenced the guns on the lower bat- 
tery of the fort ; and then affaulted the main fort itfelf, from whence they drove the Eng- 
lifli on the twenty-ninth with great lofs. 

" The fituatioii of the Dutch ifland St. Euftatius, as well as the quantity of naval ftores 
which was known to be depofited there ; rendered it an objett of confiderable moment 
to each of the principal parties in the war- As England had the dominion of the fea, it - 
might have been expe&edthat {he would have made early efforts to fecure the pofleflion 
of it. But fo much was the Englifli miniftry enveloped in the fafcina ting dream of the 
conquefl of France, at Quiberon, that this important place was left wholly unprote&ecL 
In the beginning of. April 1795, it was fummoned by a fingle fchooner only, with 
French and itetaviatt commifiioners on board; but the governor refufing to deliver it up, 
they departed and Ihortiy after returned with a force. fulScient for its reduction, and it 

became a prize to the French republic. 

The fuccefles of the Englifli in the outfet of their enterprifes, and their bafe condu& 
to thofe whom they had (educed to trcafon againft their country, had by two oppofite 
means promoted om end, a general hatred of the Englifli. Their fuccefs irritated the 
republicans, and their breach of faith the royalifts j and the blacks were alike enraged* 
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by the' cruel fate of them, after they had been freed under the French decree* Such a 

.combination of caufes was 'calculated to produce extraordinary effefts. Their European 
* force was very fmall, but they relied on the fpirit which the violence of the Englifh had 
raifed, to produce a very general revolt in their favor ; therefore iultead of con- 
tending for the recovery of their own lofTes, they meditated no lefs than the entire fub- 
jeftion of the betrayed and formerly ceded iflands. In the beginning of the year perfons 
well acquainted with the internal ftate of the feveral iflands, were landed at St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent 5 ?, Grenada and Dominica, as well as at other places wheie the Englifh had 
rule. The French planters and free people of colour in thefe i Hands were already fully 
informed of the ftate of political affairs in Europe ; they were informed of a general 
difpofition to free the whole Weft-Indies from the Englilh yoke, and folicited to take up 
arms in die general caufe. The negroes were carefully appriled of the decree for their 
liberation, and that their fellow-blacks were already free, and enjoyed the fame rights and 
privileges as the whites in the French colonies ; that thoufands of them were armed, 
and many of them in command ready to come to the fuccour of thofe in bondage, and they 

were recommended to confider of the opportunity of ridding themfeWes from their cruel 

tafk -platters. The blacks were already very generally informed of what had taken place, 
but could fcarcely give credit to a change fo extraordinary and exceeding all their former 
hopes; thefe affurances and incitements were followed by a fupply of arms, and feveral 
of the molt intelligent of the flaves who were carried to the French colonies, to be 

O 

free witnefles of the (late of things, returned with a full and fatisfaftory confirmation 
of the intelligence, and animated by the fame enthufiafm that pervaded the French iflands 
So active and vigilant were they, that in the beginning of March, a general infurre&ion 

of the blacks took place in all thofe colonies. 

In St. Lucia the infurrection was not from the firft confined to the blacks- The white 
inhabitants generally had been all along, impreffed with a fympathy in the fucceflesof the m 
revolution. The people of colour alfo generally rofe in arms, and the whole ifland ex- 
cept Morne Fortune, and the Carenage, was in a few days in the power of the infur- 
gentSw On the twentieth of April the Englifh general Stuart, who commanded at St. 
Lucia/'proceeded to attack the principal pott of the French at Souffriere ; but in the 
courfe of his march he fell into an am ; *ufcade, wherein after fuffering immenfely, he 
\vas fortunate enough to difperfe the affailants ; and purfued his march. Oil the twenty- 
fecond he attacked them at Souffriere, but after a defparate conflict, he was repulfed 
with the lofs of 200 men, befide feveral officers. He was compelled to retreat, and 

to confine himfelf to the fort, until the beginning of July, when the ifland was totally 

evacuated by the Englifh. 

In Grenada the infurre&ion was feeonded by a fmall detachment of French troops y 
difpatched thither by Vklor Hugujs from Guadaloupe. The conflicts were frequent and 
the Englifh conftantly r^pulfed. The ifland, meanwhile, fuffcred all the devaitation of 
war and infurreftion ; but reinforcements arriving to the Englifh, the rtvolters wer* 
obliged to take refuge in the heights and faftneffes, and a temporaneous- tranquillity was 

reftored, though the ifland could not be laid to be in poffeffion of England at theclofe of 
this year. To complete the misfortunes of war, the ifland was vifned by tljat terrible 

epidemic, the yellow fever, always fo fatal to the European conflhution, and inimett£* 
*umbers fell vi&ims to its ravages, " , 



THE REPUBLIC 



P 7 



At Dominica Vi&or Hugaes was alleged to have concerted the plan of its reduction 
with the French inhabitants; and a fmall detachment of troops was alfo fent thither 
from Guadaloupe. The Englifh inhabitants however were numerous, and they embo- 
died with great fpirit ; the infurre&ion was in a fhort time quelle*!. The fanguinary 
proceedings of the Englifh, however, was a fad contrail to their bravery in repelling 
the infurre&ion. Upon the unproved allegation of the French inhabitants having con- 
certed the revolt, numbers of them were put to death in cold blood, fix hundred and 
upwards of them were banifhed and tranfported to England, and their property confis- 
cated, by the mere ad of the governor on fnfpkion of difaffection. 
. In St. Vincent's, the Charibbs, who inhabited the interior hilly parts of the ifland, 
and who had formerly experienced the moft barbarous injuftice and cruelty from the 
Englifh, were the principal infurgents. They refilled for a confiderable time with 
great bravery and repulfed the tmgliih troops in two fevere conflicts. As the fate of St.- 
• Vincent's appeared to depend principally on that of St* Lucia, the iafurrection could not 
be faid to be completely fuppreffedat the conclufionof the year. 

In this period o£ general revolt Jamaica was not exempted from its fhare of difafler.- 
On the fourteenth of June, a dreadful fire broke out at Montego-bay, and confumed am. 
immenfe quantity of (lores,- and reduced the greater part of the town to aihes. This 
was attributed to the difcoutented blacks. But a calamity of a ftill more ferious afpeel 
followed ; a war with the Maroons, who inhabit the mountainous diftri&s of the ifland. 
This fubjeft was no where fo clearly developed as in a debate in the Englifh Houfe of 
Commons, by which it appears that the cruelty of the government excited it; and that 
the barbarity with which it was conducted, can be equalled only by the conduct of* the 
Englifh in Bengal, and in Ireland, or by the Spaniards in South America. The Maroons 
were a free people, who, on the ceflion of the Ifland by the Spaniards refufed to fubmit 
to the Englifh dominion, and their territory and privileges were both fecured to them by 
a molt folemn treaty. The war was laid in debate to originate in the following manner, 
. and as there were the whole of the members returned by the Weft-India interelt, and the 
minifters prefent, and neither of them attempted to contradicl the fadfcs, there can be np 
difpute upon its accuracy and authenticity. By the treaty between the Englifh and the 
Maroons, it was ftipulated that none of the latter Ihould be puni(hed by the government* 
or inhabitants of Jamaica, for any offence; but if any of them committed a crime or 
. offence, he (hould be given up to his 6Vn nation for trial and puniihment* One of the 
Maroons had committed a petty theft ; and in dired violation of the treaty, inftead of 
being fent back to his own nation to be tried, he was condemned by the governor o£ 
Jamaica to be whipped ; a punishment confidered by thole children of nature with ab- 
horrence alid peculiarly ignominious. The man returned to his nation with, the odious 
marks of the lafh on his back* Redreis was demanded under the obligations of the 

treaty 
always 



, the application was received with that iniblent contempt with which weaknels has 
5 been treated by the Englith. The Maroons were only the more indignant, and 
sgardlefs of th j ftrength of their oppreflbr$, confidered only their injuftice and the flagrant: 
violation of public faith — they flew to arms , mlteadof conciliatory meafures, the iuperior 
dignity of the Eagti h nan over the fava^e made hiuixoniider the very (hew of refentment 
m the la(t of crimes, and a war if extermination was folemn ly proclaimed againft them I 
—It was not to-be expelled that a rude and (iiaple, though a hardy and brave people, 



r 



5iS miS TO&Y OF FRANCE. [£795, 

amounting only to a few hundreds, fhould be able to maintain their ground again ft the 
Englifli force, aided by all the means of art, which give fo much additional force to the 
military bodies of civilized nations ; they were feveral times defeated, but neither van- 
quiftied nor difmayed ; their hardihood was inconquerable, and their intrepidity fatal to 
the Englifh troops, who could not appear before them but in numerous and compact 
bodies^ An Englifh officer who ;had diftinguilhed himfelf in the fanguinary fchool of 
• the Englifli army during the American revolution, lord Balcarras, was the commander of the 
armed force, he applied for and procured a number of blood-hounds from Cuba, to hunt 
down thefe wretched Indians, Thus the Englifli revived in the Weft-Indians the fyftem 
, and means of barbarity which they had purfued in Ireland two centuries before, agaihft 
the wild Iri(h, the Maroons of that day; and in the clofe of the eighteenth eclipfed that 
condud of the Spaniards in the fixteenth, which " damned them to everlafting fame*" 
To a nation fo bereaved of all moral principle, fo deftitute of every regard to local 
obligation, fo flagrantly indifferent to reputation, to honor, and the received laws of 
fociety, exhibited fo uniformly through the whole progrefs of this unparalleled war, the 
loft of colonies and the jealoufy and final execration of mankind are but neceffary 
confequences. 

ler difafters in the Weft -Indies, however, were in fome degree allayed by the fucccfs 
of an expedition againft the fouthern fettlements of Africa, — the Dutch colonies at the 
Cape of Good Hope, This rich promontory furpaffing in healthindfs and temperature 
of climate, and produ&ivenefs of foil, has for half a century been an objeft of anxious 



iblicitude to the commercial ambition of England: forming as it were the key of the 



Oriental navigation, and the entrepot of Afia and Europe. The iffue of affairs in the win 
ter campaign of 1794 left her at liberty to purfue an objett which fhe had fo long covetecj, 
and accordingly a fquadron under admiral Elphinftone arrived there on -the fixteenth of 
Sept-ember. The place fell an eafy conqiteft. 

The early naval operations of this year it has been feen, were Hot fd 'advantageous 
to the Englifh as might have been expelled from the excellency of their (hips and the ex- 
atlnefs of their difcipline. - Ac the clofe of the year the fuccefs of the French was con- 
fiderable whether confidered in a naval or a pecuniary view. On the feventh of Oftober 
the Engiifh Mediterranean fleet of merchantmen, confifting of upwards of fixty fail, 
richly laden, homeward bound, and convoyed by three fhips of the line and four-frigates, 
were overtaken off Cape St, Vincent by the French fquadron under Richery, which had 
failed from Toulon for the purpofe. On defcrying the French fleet the Englifli commo- 
dore made the fignal to wear and ftand from them* The French frigates, however, were dif- 
patched to intercept the merchantmen.; the Englifli fliips of warprefled all their 'fail and 

the whole fleet took various dire&ions, The Englifli fhips of war were the Formidable, 
Bedford, and Genfeur ; the latter was cut off by the French and captured ; the other two 
cfcaped ; but thirty-three of the merchantmen were inftantly captured, and about twenty 
more in the chace* Richery's fleet confifting of nine fliips of the linebefide his frigates. 
He carried his prizes including the Cenfeur into Cadiz, 

About the fame period eighteen fail of homeward bound Jamaica fliips were taken by 
the French fquadron from Rochefort. The whole lofs of the Englifli in veflels captured 

.down to the clofe of this year amounted to upward of 3000, thofe captured from the 
•French, did not exceed 8oq! 
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Such was the clofe of the tranfaftions of this, momentous year. ' To- look back only to 
that period, when in- the blindnefs of arrogance the EngliOi minifters compelled the 
.French minifter, Chauvelin to leave-England ;• to confider the moderation, the almoft un- 



f 



and with £ letter ift 



:the hand-writing of the unfortunate Louis. theiYh addrefled to the Englifh ktng^be- 



pire 



,compofe by his influence the differences between France and the empire ; to confider v 
France even after thefe fruitless efforts " authorifing Chauvelin, and difpatching Maret ex- 
^prefsly for the purpofe.of offering to England her choice of the French colonies in "the 
J£aft or Weft^Indies as the price of peace — Maret, .who- -was. to Be 4ubfequently the 
minifjter appointed to : receive the- humble (applications of England for peace, ordered 
contemptuoufly ' to depart and told that?.Eng{and: had already colonies enough' 1 -arid 
",wilhed not to be burdened with more.!~vAnd who: will not deplore the blindnefs of ambition* 
V The fufpenfion of arms was not produ£tive. of: the peace that-had been expected, the 
itreafures of England were not yet exhaufted, iand the reverfes of the laft campaign, with 
. the. fecret fchemes of corruption which were during the, armiftice carried on with double 
•diligence. ..by the allies, pr.omifed them in the approaching campaign a profpeft- which 



Meanwhile 



government 
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"defigri that rivalled or furpalfed the great combinations formed by the committees of the 
convention. / /. ^ ^ . . r : : " 

AD. 1796.] The preparations of both parties were ftupendous ; each had col- 
.le&e&vaft magazines, and augmented their forces ; and notwithftanding France had- ftill 
to contend with the infurre&ion in Vendee and the Weftern departments, . her nle'afures 
for extending the operations of war acrofs the Alps" were neither abated nor impeded*; 
the republican army of Italy which poffeffed only a few pofts on the fhores of the Medi- 
terranean; between Nice and Genoa, had. been considerably recruited, and bent its 

attention to the complete conqueft of Piedmont, fo foon as the armiftice fiiould be. 

* \ \ \ * - • • * .... 

concluded* 

The civil war which ;had proved more injurious to the republic, than even the efforts 
of all Europe, was now drawing to. a clofe. The vigor and decifion difplayed in annihi- 
lating the invaders, at' Quiberon, was 
Charette, Stofflet, and thofe other chiefs, who, after being admitted to tr6at^ with 1 the 
government , as with a foreign power, had again feduced the inhabitants^ from peace and 
allegiance* It was neceffary- to quell this infurredion before the campaign opened, at 
once to quiet the nation and to leave its forces at liberty to ad agaihft the externalenemy. 



calculat 



0} 
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and talents neceffary to accomplilh an ehterprize fo critical. 



the 



ffued 



that the paci- 



fication which had been entered into was only, to procure means to carry on the revolt 
with more effeft, and aflerting that the republic was actuated only by a defire to quiet 
them, and to cut them off individually in the moments of peace. The revolt, however, 
was not fo general, though it was more ferocious and deftru&ive than before j indif. 
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criminate plunder and maffacre marked their fteps, and to excite their vengeance it was 

crime enough to covet peace. 

The confiidk however was of fliorter duration, after feveral defeats of the various 
rebel armies, the faithlefs leaders Charette and Stofflet were taken on the twenty-ninth 

_ m ^ f> m mm # m ^ 



March 



J 



fed on every fide, fubmitted to the forces of the republic, and peace was finally reftored to 
thofe beautiful but defolated departments. 

In the fouth the campaign opened on the ninth of April. During the former cam- 
paigns the mountains of Piedmont feemed to oppofe an infurmountable barrier to their 
progrefs. The van-guard of the Alps only had been fcaled, and the profpeft before 
them with the prejudices of ages prefented a perfpe&ive of difficulties which feemed infur- 
mountable to men not a&uated by the genius that now animated France. The coaft from 
Nice ta Genoa had prefented few military obftacles, but the grand defigns of France 
extended to the conqueft and regeneration of Italy. The pofieffions of the emperor ih 
that enflaved region prefented an objeft upon which the arms of France could at once 
ftrike a decifive blow on their immediate enemy, and extend her own ftrength and glory 
by reviving in the minds of the Italians the remembrance and reftoring to them, the poflef- 
fion of liberty. But thepaffoge was blockaded by the Auftrian and Sardinian armies, 
who had apparently taken the mod efife&uai meafures to prevent the further progrefs of 

the republican legions. 

But the army of Italy was entrufted to a youthful officer, who had not yet led an 
•army, but who had given fuch indications of genuis and heroifm at Toulon and elfe- 
where, as to promife from him the moft glorious fuccefTes, The -fir ft a&ron of the 
prefent campaign took place near Savona, on the fliores of the Mediterranean. The 
ircnch occupied a poft near Voltri, fix leagues from Genoa. Beaulieu attacked a divifion 
of the French and drove them back to their lines near Savona, where prefuming on his 
iirft fuccefs he hoped to cut off that divifion. 

had ftrengthened 



had 



Monte 



lying between Voltri and Savona, had kept the Auftrians in check, and it was neceflary 
to the defign of Beaulieu that he fliould take this poft before he could cut off the re- 
treating divifion ; this he loft no time in executing. Buonaparte feeing that it would 

fce a part of the Auftrian general's project to attack him with his whole force, de- 



Maffena with his divifion in the nigh 



Beau- 



beg 



Vh^F ^^^^ 

The aftion became general and fevere, and the fuccefs was uncertain for fome hours, 



Maffen 



Unable 



ooo 



to withftand the ftiock, the enemy was thrown into confufion, completely routed, and 
purfued by the republicans to Cairo. The enemy loft ^ 
prifoners. 

Buonaparte improving upon his vi&ory pufhed forward and took pofleffion of Cairo* 
This poft is on the river Bormida, and commands the roads leading into Turin and Lorn- 
bardy. The Auftrians retreating along the mountains to the left of this river, halted 
atMilleffimo, the defiles leading to which were immediately forced by general Angercau 

#nthe eleventh of April, who furroundeda divifion of 1500 grenadiers, commanded 
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by the Aufttfan general Provera ; but this officer threw himfelf into the ruins of an 
old caftle on the fummit of Mount Caffaria, where he formed entrenchments. After 
a fevere cannonade a general attack was made in four columns on this poft, in which the 
French were repulfed with the lofs of two generals who commanded in the aflault. Pro- 
vera keeping firm in his pofition, flopped the progrefs of the republicans for five days,, 
and gave time to the Aultrians to recover from their panic and recruit their force. On* 
the fifth (lay the two armies prepared for a general a&ion. Angereau, who commanded, 
the left wing of the French army, ftiil held Provera blockaded. The Auftrians and 
Piedmontefe attempting to force the centre were repulfed with great lofs ; and their left * 
wing which was flanked by the village of Dcgo, where they were entrenched, was 
turned by general Meflena. General Laharpe, in the meantime, pafling the Bor— 
mida with his divifion in clofe columns, fucceeded in turning the right flank of the left 
wing of the Auftrian army j and while the divifion under general Cervoni marched 
dire&ly towards the centre, general Boyer, with a third divifion, threw himfelf into • 
their rear, with a view to cut off their retreat. The Auftrians loft, upward of 10,000/ 
men in this aftion, of whom 8000 were prifoners, with thirty-two pieces of cannon; 

and fifteen pair of colours; and general Provera, with his garrifon furrendered. prifon- 
ers of war. 

On the following day, while the French were indulging themfelves after the fatigues s 

of the battle, they were furprifed at Dego, by general Beaulieu, at the head of [even -: 
thoufand men* The French were diflodged, and were repulfed by the enemy three: 
feveral times, with general Maflena at their head, in their attempt to retake it. General : 
Caufle, whilft rallying his divifion in this affair* was mortally wounded; The day had ; 
far advanced before the a&ion was decided. The enemy behaved with an uncommon i 
valor and conftancy, but the general in chief. Buonaparte placed himfelf at the head, 
of the troops, harangued them, and then led them onj the Auftrians were forced at : 
all points, with the lofs of two thoufand men. After this vi&ory, the Piedmontefe 
precipitately withdrew from Montefimo, in confequence of which Angereau was enabled ; 
to effett a jun&ion with the divifion that had penetrated acrofs the mountains from 

Oneglia, and afterwards marched on to attack the enemy's intrenched camp at Ceva, of 

which after a flight refiftance he took pofFeflion as well as of the town. The Piedmontefe 
in retreating towards Turin had taken an advantageous fituation at the- confluence of the 
rivers Cunaglia and Tanaro, on the banks of which they had placed batteries to render 
their flanks unaflailable ; by this means they were enabled to concentre all their force 
in the night, and forced the French left wing to retreat; when Maflena crofiing the 
Tanaro near Ceva in the night of the twentieth of April, marched along its banks ta 
the village of Lozengo, Buonaparte having made difpofitiohs to reach Mondovi ; the 
Piedmontefe general Colli apprehenfive of the ifiue of an a&ion where he might be 
furrounded, took advantage of the night to decamp ; but at break of day he was inter* 
cepted at the entrance ef the village of Vies ; the centre redoubt which covered the 
Piedmontefe retreat was taken, and Mondovi the fame day. The Sardinian troops pafled 
the Stura, between Coniarid- Cherafco, extending their line to eachbf .thefe towns, 
while the Piedmontefe general eftabliflied his head-quarters at Foflano, a fmall towi* 

lying between both. The attack was general along the river. Cherafco ftrong by 

nature and more fo by works was evacuated FoiTano furreadcred, and Angereau too% 
thfi towa of Alba, 
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The Piedmontefe finding It now impoffible to withftand. the force of .the republicans, 

• retreated farther towards Turin, from whence the French were now diftant but twenty- 
four miles ; general Angereau was alfo about to pafs the Tanaro, on the right flank of 
the retreating array. Thus fituated, with no profpett of ef/c&ive defence for the capital, 

general Colli, on the twenty-third of April, propofed a fufpenfion of arms, while his 
Sardinian majefty (hould fend his minifter to Genoa to treat for a peace with the ambaf- 
fador of the republic. Buonaparte dictated the conditions, and the fufpenfion of arms 
took place, Turin being faved by this timely fubmilTion. Having put the French in pof- 
fefiion of the fortrefies of Coni, Alelfandria, and Tortona, conformable to the ftipula- 
tions of the armiftice, the Sardinian king Tent his minifters to Paris, who concluded 
.a treaty of peace on the feventeenth of May. As- Piedmont lay altogether at the 
? mercy'6f the conquerors, they had it in their power to dictate the conditions- He 
agreed to relinquifh in the moi'i unequivocal manner the combination againft. France j to 

* .-.renounce for ever ail claim to Savoy, Nice, and the country now forming the department 

,of the maritime Alps ; to form new lines of boundary, and grant an entire and general 
amnefty to all his fubjects who were under coercion for political opinions . In addition to 
the places ftipulated in the armiftice, which were to be put into the pofleflion of the 
French, other fortrefles on the frontiers of France and of Lombardy were put into their 
hands, and thofe of Sufa -and Brunetta were to be demolifned at. his own expence, 
•under commiffioners appointed by the direftory. By this means . they enfured .what they 
claimed by another article of the treaty, a free paifage for their troops into Italy. To 
fill up the meafure of his juft humiliation, he engaged to apologife by his minifter, 
for the conduct obferved towards the late ambaffador of France, and to difavow the infult 

.thus offered v the republic. This example of humiliation was never more defervedly 

infiitled ; his weaknefs which fliould have been a leflbn of prudence, was only equalled 
by his arrogance j he had been the mo ft. inveterate and deadly enemy of the revolution ; 
.the moft obftinate in refufing terms of accomodation; and during three campaigns had 
oppofed the ftrongeft barriers to the entrance into Italy, His humiliation and reparation 
from the confederacy was anqther omenous warning to the allied powers. 

The paffage of the Alps by fuch apparently inadequate means, in the face of fo formi- 
dable an enemy* has beenjuftly confidered with aftonifhment and admiration. The plan 

.which Buonaparte had conceived, with all the temerity of genius and with all the fore- 
fight which belongs to the new. taftics of the republic, of dividing the Auftrian and Pied- 
montefe armies in the very centre of the enemies country, and in -pofitions which were 

judged impregnable, were executed with equal intelligence and intrepidity. In this 

arduous enterprise, Buonaparte was ably feconded by the zeal of his generals, each of 
whom led on his refpective divifion with that addrefs and precifion which could alone 
have infured fuccefs in a war carried on among fo many natural impediments as the Alps 
prefent. The battles of Monte Notte and Millefimo, the movements and fkirmiflies, the 
detail of the various manoeuvres, the ju&ions of diftant columns, and the good pofitions 
chofenin this chaos of mountains, by young and comparatively, inexperienced comman- 
ders, are worthy of fixing the attention of the befr inftrutlcd military men. But what 
will not fail to excite the admiration of pofterity, as it lias already forced from their 
enemies the mod general applaufe, and from their fellow- citizens the livelieft affeftioib 
was , the valorous and generous intrepidity with which . their truly republican generals 
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encountered dangers and difficulties in common with their fellow-foldiers, by marching at 
the head of their columns, devoting their lives and rufhing into the front of dauber, 
thus inspiring their fellow-citizens under their command with that contempt of death 
which has raifed them into heroes, and carried them beyond the bounds even marked for 
their courage to furmount. 

. After the defeat of Dego, Beaulieu had retreated to the cities „ of Coni, Alexandria, 
and Tortona, now ceded to the French ; upon his feparation from the Piedmontefe, he 
occupied that pofition to cover the Milanefe. Conftrained to evacuate thefe fortrefles he 
paffed the Po at Valenza, and laboured with great diligence to defend the paffages of that 
river, as well as of ,the>Gogna and Teffino ; judging by the convention of the French 
general with the Sardinian, king, and the delivery of Valenza, that he meant to effect 
his paflage at that place* Buonaparte favoured this miflake by making a variety of feign- 
ed preparations and evolutions on chat fide ; the Auftrian general accordingly waited the 
attaok on the left fide of the Po, while Buonaparte had pufned on to Caftel St- Gioa- 
mei, on the right fide of ; the river, with a detachment, and had advanced twenty leagues 
into Lombardy . before hi^ march was difcovered. Marefchal Beaulieu on difcoverin^ his 



error advanced with rapid .marches along the Po, in the hope of arriving in fufficient time 



to^prevent the paflage, whenever Buonaparte fhould attempt to effeft it. But the French 
general had reached Placentia early in the morning of the feventh of May, the day after his 
departure from before Valenza, and having feized on the boats, barges, and rafts at that 
place, the whole, of the army effe&ed the paflage in the courfe of the day* Buona- 
parte having detached parties along the river ro guard agaihft any movement of the 
enemy, learned that a .considerable divifion of the Auftrians were approaching to oppofe 
^eVpaflage ; he accordingly marched with the forces that had already pafled, and met 
tfiem at Fombio, : . where they had entrenched themfelves with twenty pieces of cannon. 
Alter a vigorous refiftance, the Auftrians were 'compelled to retreat with confiderable lofs- 
Inahc mean while another body of Auftrians were advancing to fupport the beaten divi- 
fion, .and had reached the head-quarters of general Laharpe, at Codogno. An aftion 
took 'place in which the Auftrians were repulfed, but the French loft in general Laharpe 
a brave intrepid officer and a true republican, who had diftinguifhed himfeif at Monte- 
Notte and Millefimo with peculiar valour. In 1791, he had been condemned to death 
by the magiftracy of Berne for his attachment to the French revolution, he beingthen an 
inhabitant of the country of Vaud. General Berthier -arrived in the courfe of the aftion, 

he took the command and purfued the enemy to Caffel, of which he took pofleflion. 

The>dukes of Parma and Modena on whofe territory the French had entered, and 
who did not expeft fo fudden an attack, were compelled to demand a fufpenfion of 
arms, which was granted on condition of paying 10,000,000 of livres to repleniftx the 
exhajufted magazines of the army, and of contributing to the national mufeum of Paris 
a certain number of the moft celebrated paintings, at the choice of the general or 
:Commiflioners named for the purpofe, and finally fending ambafladors to Paris to fue 
for peace. 

. The Auftrians defeated at Fombio, had made good their retreat to Lodi, on the river 
Addi, where Beaulieu had concentred his forces. On the approach of the French, they 
had abandoned the town with fo much precipitation that they had not time to deftroy 
the bridge, which was, however, defended by a confiderable artillery j and the imperial 
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troops were drawn up in line of battle to prevent the paflage. On the tenth of May, 

a fevere cannonade took place for fome hours ; but the fhew of refiftartce appeared fai 
formidable on the part of the Auftrians, that the French generals were for fome time 
undecided with refpeft to the manner of the attack. To pafs the bridge in the face of 
day and the Au (Irian army polled fo advantageoufly, was incurring certain deftru&ion 
to numbers ; and therefore in the deliberation which took place between the French 
generals, the majority were of opinion that the paflage (hould be attempted at-places at 
fome diftance both above and below the town, where the refiftance would be confider- 
ably weakened ^ if not rendered ineffective.; ..Buonaparte,, however, full of confidence 
in his army, and feeling that delay was more injurious to his plan of operations, -than 
the lofs to be incurred by marching up to the batteries of the Auftrians, gave peremp- 
tory orders that the attack fhouid be riiade by the bridge.- Accofdingly ; before day 
break, the army prepared for the enterprize, and a column of carabineers, followed 
by a battalion of grenadiers, paffed the bridge half way before they were perceived by 
the enemy. A general difcharge from the Auftrians deftroyed about 700 men ; the ad- 
vanced body of the column was (truck. with a fudd en. terror, artd flopped (hot t y but 
animated by the cries of vive la republique from their . generals v^Ho (aw their danger, and 
who advanced at their head, they foon rallied; the refinance- was (till terrible, and th6 
republicans were in feveral inftances (haken, nor vvithftanding their generals carried thd 
tricolor flag in front and called u pon them to follow it was ift a critical moment when 



all thefe incentives had not produced thedeftred effe£t, that Buohapane,'feized a ftandard 



and ruining to the header the column, by his voice, geftiire, and example animated 

the republicans to the higheft enthufiafm ; they rufhed forward with itopetuoftty, feized 
the Auftrian artillery, broke through, the lines, and threw the Atfftfians into, fuch coti- 
fternation that they fled in the utmoft dilorder. The victory was atfonce fplendid and 
decifive. The lofs on both fides was confiderable, that of the French was the moft nu- 
merous, but the efFeft of this victory hadafignal influence i.d'd the ^v/hole courfe of the 
Italian war; the valor of the French at Fleuriis; at Gemappe, and at Maubege, was 
rivalled here, and the battle of Lodi became in fubfequeht periods the rallying word of 
honor, of vi&ory, and glory. Buonaparte loft no time in purfuing the fugirives, with 
one divifion, while with another he entered Milan, which fur rendered without re- 
mittance on the eighteenth of May, and all Lombardy becaine fubjeft to the victors by 
this fignai battle. 

On the fide of the Rhine the Auftrian commander announced to the French gene- 
ral, the termination of the armiftice on the thiuy-lirft of May. The imperial troops 
were in pofleffion of the larger portion of the palatinate from Landau to Bingen. The 

army of the Rhine and Mofelle, and the right wing of the army of the Sambre and 

Meufe, prevented them from penetrating from the banks of the Mofelle to Luxembourg, 

•while the left wing of the latter was intrenched at Dulfeldorf, on the right or German 

fide of the Rhine; Mentz alone was neceffary to the French poffeflion of the whole of 
their fide of the. Rhine, and it appears to have been confidered as one of the greateft 
objefts of the campaign. Their firft operations were fuceefsful, Vv hile the Auftrians 
were attacked in the Palatinate, the army before Duffeldorf afcended the banks of the 
Rhine on the German Jide, and on the firft of June, attacked the Auftrians in their 

trenches on the Seig, a river which empties itfelf into the Rhiae nearly oppofite Cologne 
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the Attftriaus were driven from their pofition with lofs, and the French crofifed theSeig. 
This vi&ory was followed by another (till 'more decifive at Akenkirchen, on the fourth 
of June, a Tillage a few miles from theSeig on the road to Mentz ; where the imperial 
troops, under the prince of Wirtemberg, were ftrongly pofted, to prevent the dange- 
rous progrefs of the republicans in that dire&ion. The Auftrians after confutable 
lofs were compelled to crofs the Lahn, a river emptying itfclf into the Rhine, above 
the fortrefs of Ehrenbreitftein ; and dill farther on the road to Mentz. . The French 
croffcd this river alfo in purfuit of the enemy, and inverted Ehrenbreitftein, a place 
of uncommon ftrength, when the archduke who now commanded the imperial armies 
perceiving the cLnger of fuffering the republicans to advance farther in the rear of 
the army, found' it neceffary to change his mode of defence, and concert another plan 
of operations. About the eihgth of June he withdrew the greater part of the imperial 
troops from the Hundfruck, where he had held in check the army of the Rhine and. 
Mofelle, under Moreau ; and leaving Mentz and Manheim, which he had hitherto 
covered with the moft confiderable part of his forces, with a fufficient number to 
repel any fudden attacks, marched acrofs the Rhine, with fuch reinforcements as, 
now rendered the Auftrian army on the right fide, which had hitherto been retreat- 
ing, greatly fiiperior to the affalants. This' well concerted fcheme was fuppofed to- 
be a flight by the French in the Palatinate. But. Jourdan, who had hitherto been 
purfuing the Auftrians was fuddenly attacked by this combined force, and compelled 
to retreat to his former pofition near Duffeldorf, having- through the badnefs oi the 
roads and the fuperiority of the force aguinft him fuf&red feverely. 

Jourdan retired within the lines of Duffeldorf, and Moreau recroffed the Rhine at 
Kieuwied. The evacuation of the Palatinate by the Auftrians, left the army of the 
Rhine and Mofelle, which took poffeffion of the evacuated territory, once more in the 
prefence of Mentz and Manheim, without any poflibility of gaining any advantage by 

its pofition. 

Thefe changes of circumftances rendered a new* plan of operations neceffary on the 
part of the republicans* While the imperialifts which had been left to cover the Rhine, 
and ihe garrifons of Mentz and Manheim fuppofed themfelves to be holding the army 
under Moreau in check, he kept up a femblance of hoftilities, and feigned preparations 
for a ferious attack in that quarter, while he was really drawing off his troops in fmall 
bodies by fecret and forced marches, and had a&ually arrived at Strafbourg before the 

enemy knew that he had changed his pofition, on the twenty-fourth of June. The objeft 
of this expedition was to effect the paffage of the Rhine at that city, and to gain the ftrong 
fort of Khel on the German fide of that river. 

Moreau had propofed to make his attack in different places ; but a fudden encreafe 
of the river prevented the execution of this plan ; the river abounds with fmalUflands at 
this place, feveral of thefe neceffary to his projed were covered with water, and the reft' 

occupied and defended by the Auftrians, which rendered the accefs ftill more difficult. 

He had taken precautions to conceal his defign from the enemy, as the leaft fufpicion 
ftduld have fruftrated it j but the unexpected obftacles that now prefented themfelves 
only induced him to fupply by courage and enterprifc what he expe&ed to effeft by ad- 
drefs. Having made preparations for the paffage during the night, and finding it impoffi* 

ble to effeCt a hading immediately oa thfr oppofite fliores from the rapidity of the current, 
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he began his attack on the iflands in the middle of the river ; of which he gained pof- 

feffion after a fliort ftruggle, and feized on the bridges communicating with the main 
land, which the Auftrians had not in the precipitation of their flight time to deftroy. 
The French made good their landing, but they were deftitute of cavalry or artillery, 
fince it was impoftible to .tranfport either from the oppofite fide. The rapidity of the cur- 
rent prevented the eftablifhment of any bridge, and the only refource that appeared was 

that of fending back the boats for the reft of the army. 

This was effe&ed under all the circumftances of peril and difficulty. A few pieces of 

final! cannon were removed from the Auftrian batteries on the iflands, more for fhew than, 
for actual fervice. The firft redoubts were attacked by the republicans in a novel man* 
Tier, they literally buried the Auftrians under the heaps of ftones with which they affailed 
them. The artillery taken on the firft redoubts were turned on the fucceflire ones, and 
the Auftrians finding themfelves overwhelmed by the impetuofity and inceflancy of the 
ftorm, faved the remainder of their troops by abandoning the fortrefs to the vi&ors. 

This brilliant and hazardous enterprife not only opened the paffage into the Brifgau to, 
the French, but as the Auftrian divifion under Wurmfer had been greatly weakened by 

detaching a confiderable force to the afliftance of the army in Italy, this gallant ftroke, 
independent of other collateral advantages, made a powerful diverfion in favour of 
Jourdan, and enabled him to re-commence ofFeniLve operations, as the archduke was. 

obliged to make a movement to reinforce Wurmfer* Moreau immediately tranfported 
his artillery and cavalry acrofs the Rhine, by means of a bridge which he conftrutted, 
and detached parties to forage and fcour the Brifgau. They drove the Auftrians from 
feveral pofts and camps in the furrounding country, and likewife prevented the junction 
of the detachments fentby general Wurmfer from Manheim with the army of emigrants 
under Conde, who were ftationed along the Upper Rhine- 

The archduke leaving behind him general Wartenfleben with fuch a force as he deemed 
fafficient to check Jourdan's progrefs, marched with a confiderable body to join Wurmfer, 
and check Moreau's operations in the Brifgau, Moreau, apprifed of this march, deter- 
mined to attack 1 W urmfer before he was reinforced ; which he did accordingly on the 

twenty-eighth of June at Rinchen, a village near Philipfburg, on the road to Manheim, 
and gained in a general aftion a complete vi&ory* A divifion of the army under general 
Laroche, at the fame time, attacked the prince of Wirtemberg at Mount Knibis, fuc- 
ceeded in diflodging him from thence, and the various fortreffes on the lofty and immenfe 
ridge of mountains which divides the circle of Suabia, under the name of the Swartzen 

Wald, or black-foreft. 

The battle of Rinchen was followed on the fixth of July by that of Raftadt, a town 
ftill further on the road to Manheim. The archduke had joined with confiderable rein- 
forcements ; the refiftance might therefore be expected to be obftinate. The action 
commenced foon after day-break, and was difputed with great refolution and lofs on 

both fides. The Auftrians were defeated, and the French encamped on the field of bat- 
tle. Driven from Raftadt, the imperialifts took a very advantageous pofition near the 
village of Ettingen where being ftill further reinforced they again waited for the repub* 
licans. Moreau, apprized that he had now to, contend with the whole imperial^ force, 
excepting tho(e left on the Lower Rhine, to check Jourdan, called in all his divifions 
from the countries , they had taken, determined to attack themfin their entrenchments^ 
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It Appeared from the difpofitions made by the Auftrians, that this battle was deftined to 

decide the fuperiority of either party on the Rhine. Jourdan had already repaHedthe 
Lhan, after defeating Warterfleben, and appeared before Frankfort. The Auftrian garrifons 
at Mentz and Ehrenbreitftein and others on the Rhine, were now difregarded by the 
French, who- were about to pafs the Mein alfo ; and the Auftrians were every day 

more circumfcribed by the approximation of the republican armies on the north and 

fouthern fides. 

Moreau having repofed his troops in the neighbourhood of Ettingen, determined to at- 
tack the enemy on the ninth of July. The Auftrian general urged by the confcioufnefs that 
upon this a&ion depended the fate of the war on the Rhine, encouraged his troops by 
every motive of patriotifm, honor, and fear of fhame, to repel the French. The Au- 
ftrians ftrongeft pofition was on the heights of Rolenfolhe, and againft this Moreau direc- 
ted his principal attack, they were attacked at the lame time at other points ; the Auftrians 
were animated to the utmoft fury, and repelled the affailants four feveral times. The 
French were again rallied and reminded of the numbers of their fellow citizens that 
ftrewed the ground before them, the paflage of the Waal, and the glorious vi&ory of 

their brethren at Lodi, were called up before them, and they were told to emulate the 
valor of the army of Italy , and revenge the Frenchmen that had fallen. They were 
ordered to employ the 'bayonet alone — and the effeft was as terrible as decifive ; the Auftri- 
ans were forced along their whole line ; their artillery-men bayoneted at the muzzle cf 

their cannon and they fled at all fides. 

The lofs of this battle obliged the imperialifts to retreat into Germany, and to aban- 
don, Mentz, Ehrenbreitftein, Manheim, and Phiiipfbourg to their natural defence, A 
third body of French were pafled acrofs the Rhine at Huninguen, and the French 
completely poiTefled the whole extent of country on bothTides of the Rhine excepting 
thofe for trifles from the borders of Holland to the confines of Swiffcrland. 

The laft aftions of Italy had been tantamount to the deftruftion of the Auftrian 
army. Part of the difperfed corps took refuge in Mantua, and the reft, pnrfued by the 
vi&ors, had taken refuge in the barren defiles of the Tyrolefe. This chain of Alps 

which feparates Italy from Germany, gave the French general leifure to carry on his 

various enterprizes againft the refpe&ive ftates of Italy. The garrifon of the fortrefs of 
Milan furrendered prisoners of war. A French detachment took pofleilion of Leghorn 
on the twenty*eighth of June, where conformable to the precedent eftablithed by the 
Englilh government, in dilating the expulfion of the French and the feizure of their 
property there, all the Engliih property to an immenfe amount was feized, and confifca- 
ted to the ufe of the republic. Meanwhile the main army entered the territory of the 
Pope, and took Bologna, Ferrara, and Urbinol This expedition gave the French com- 
plete command of the pofteflions of the Holy Father, and fb much alarmed the king 
of the Two Sicilies, that he requefted an armiftice, which was granted to him and the 
Pope under particular ftipulations. 

, The conditions impofed on the Neapolitans were chiefly thofe of withdrawing their 
troops from the coalition, and their'fhips from the Englifti fquadron in the Mediterra- 
nean. Thofe on the Pope were more circumftantial and rigorous. He was compelled 
to fet at liberty all perfons confined for their political opinions, to renounce the allied 

powers and fhut his ports againft them, to furrender to the French the cities they had 
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already taken as well as Ancona, the citadel of which gave them the command of the 

Adriatic; to pay cu ,000,000, of livres, independent of the contributions to be levied 

on the cities, and to deliver one hundred pi&ures, bufts, vafes* or ftatues, at the op- 
tion of commiflioners to be fent to Rome for the purpofe ; among the ftatues, were ex- 
presfly named thofe of Junius and Marcus Brutus, both of which were in the capitol* 
and five hundred manufcripts from the Vatican library, to be fele&ed alfo by the commif- 
fioiiers. The ftates of Parma and Modena had been already taxed in thefe articles of 
tafle and fcience, and it was not to be expefted that the capital of the arts, that great 
repofitoryof what is mod curious in the labours of the chiflel and pencil ftiould eicape 
die induttry of thefe vi&orious dt/Ietyjitt. 

The definition of the army under Beaulieu, which had given Bounaparte the con- 
queft of the whole nothern part of Italy, had excited the utmoft confternation at Vienna,, 
and contributed to difpirit the troops under the archduke. It was determined therefore 
to riik the fate of the imperial arms in Germany by a reliance on new levies, while the 
flower of the army of the Rhine was detached to Italy under Wurmfer. On his approach 
the Italian power?, difconfolate under their fubje&ion, but without having taken any 

effectual or fmcere fteps to ameliorate their fate, were once more enlivened, by this new 
ray of hope, and fondly anticipated their delivery from the imperious fway of ., the repub- 
lic by this hoary veteran and a new army. They were fortified in this ittufion by the. 
firft operations of Wurmfer. Having colle&ed the fcattered remains of Beaulieu's army 
in the neighbourhood of Trent and Roveredo, while he threatened an atta< k on the 
whole French line, he marched along the Adige, and on the twenty-ninth of July, fell 
fuddenly upon the poft of Salo, on the lake of Garda, and the poft of Corona, between, 
that lake and the river, which pofts covered the city of Mantua. This city had been 
inverted by the French, and the capture of thefe pofts obliged the:»fiege to be raifedj 
the French loft in their retreat a great quantity of artillery and ftores. After the taking 
of Salo, the French divifion having retired to Pefchiera, inftead of Brefcia as they had been 
ordered ; the Auftrians taking advantage of this error took pofleffion of the latter place,. 

together with mart: of their magazines and hofpitals, and thereby cut off their communis 

cation with Milan.. 

The pope on the news of this reverfe of the French fortunes, fent his vice-legate to- 
repoffefs Ferrara, the French having evacuated that place in order to join the army* 

The Spanifh minifter Azzara remonftrated on this breach of the armiftice with the re* 
, public in vain, the vice-legate made his public entry unoppofed, but when he fet up the 
pope's arms and took down thofe of France, the citizens of Ferrara afifembled and by 
force replaced thofe of the republic. 

The pofition of the French was extremely critical. The garrifon of Mantua was now 
at liberty to act on one fide, while Wurmfur was marching in purfuit of Buonaparte on 
the other. The French general here difplayed the capacity of his mind for refouices in 
exigency* The enemy had affured themfeives of furrounding him. Suddenly he with- 
drew his forces from Verona and all along the- Adige, by a forced march threw: 

himfelf with his whole army on the oppofite fide oF Mantua, and retook Brefcia with* 

all his magizines. He then eoncenrered his force between the lake *>f Garda and Man- 
tua, at Catliglione, Un'nd which village Wurmfer had drawn up his forces on paffing, 

the Mincio. The French had thus retaken all their pofts 2 and an a&ion was determined 
ttpon to decide the afceudancy. 
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On the fifteenth of Auguft the battle was fought with great obftinaey and courage, 
and ended in the total defeat of the Auftrians, who were compelled to repafs the Adige, 
leaving the French once more in poffeflion of the country round Mantua. The French 
from want of heavy artillery could not commence a-fiege, and were therefore compelled 
to blockade the place. This viftory is faid to have coft the Auftrians* 20,000 men ; 
the number of prifoners was very great. A large number of the unfortunate Poles, 
after the partition of their country had been incorporated in the Auftrian armies, and 
fent to deftroy the liberties of France, a body of them who had been lent under Wurm- 
fer quitted the Aultrian ranks in this a&ion, with their officers and accoutrements, and 
were incorporated under the ttandard of liberty, and afterwards formed into a legion* 
During this engagement which lafted feveral days, the inhabitants in Milan, byoffeiing,. 
in the moment when victory was yet doubtful, to organize battalions and march to the- 
common defence, gave very ftriking evidence of the earneftnefs with which the Italians 
embraced the French caufe ; which was fo much the more unequivocal as the defeat 
of the French would have rendered the Auftrians complete mafter of Lombardy. 

Though Wurmfer's army was confiderably weakened by his defeat, he received rein- 
forcements by way of Tyrol, which enabled him to make- a refpe&able refinance again ft 
the republicans, whofe plan appears to have been to leave a force iu the Italian con - 

quefts, and penetrate through Italy into Carinthia or Styria and to unite with the armies 
under jourdan and Moreau on the Danube, or in the centre of Auftria. Buonaparte 
having formed the blockade of Mantua with an adequate force, marched along the Adige 
to attack the Auftrians entrenched at Mori, and occupying the pafles of St. Marco. 
On the fourth of September after a fevere conteft, thefe pafifes were taken, the Auftrians 
driven from Roveredo, which had long been their chief depot, and compelled to take 
refuge in Trent. In order to cover this city, the Auftrian general rallied his troops at 
the pafs of Galliano, and had taken other pofitions which he deemed impregnable. The 
intrepidity and valour of Maflcna and his gallant divifion furmounted thefe ol ilacles, and ' 

after a long and obftinate conflid, in which the French made fix thoufand prifoners. 
and took twenty pieces of cannon, this general vi&orioufiy entered Trertt; while Wurm- 

fer drawing of the remainder of his forces to Baflano, collefted the greater part of them 
in the valley of Brenta. By this manoeuvre ihe Auftrian general expe&ed that Buona- 
parte would be led to purfue his obvious defign of marching through Tyrol, there being 

no oppofition to his progrefs ; while hj (hould by rapid marches from Bafli 
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upon the rear of the French, and by cutting of the communication between it and the 
divifion blockading Mantua, with the aid of the garrifon of that city, defeat that divifion 
and prevent its retreat. Buonaparte inftead of purfuing that route, took precautions: 
to keep the,, communication free with all his divifions, he took feveral pofitions on the 
defiles of the mountains, turned fliort to his right into the valley along the river Brenta, 
in purfuit <' f Wurmfer, and on the eight of September defeated the Auftrians at Primo-. 
calo, at Covolo, at Cifmone, and laitly at Baflano, where Wurmfer had eftabliflied his 
head' quarters. Perceiving himfelf thus vigoroufly purfued, Wurmfer had no alternative 
but to retreat towards Trieft, by which he mult abandon Mantua to its fate ; or make 
good his march to that place and reinforce the garrifon with the wrecks of his army, 

This htter plan feemed to him the molt practicable, he accordingly prefented himfelf 

before Verona, where he attempted to pafs the Adige, but general &ilmaine, $n 
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Irifh officer, whom Buonaparte had left in that city, fruftrated his defign by a fldlfal 
movement ; he was therefore obliged to feek a paflage at Porto Legnano, in which he 

fucceeded. 

It was Buonaparte's intention to have prevented him from penetrating to Mantua, and 
he had taken meafures to furround him and compel him to furrender ; but Wurmfer's 
marches were fo rapid that this meafure could not be accomplished, Wurmfer was refilled 
and harraffed on his march by corps from Cerea, Caftleano, and Due Cafteili ; but as 
he had to contend with inferior forces, he fucceeded in making good his way to Mantua, 
into which he threw himfelf with ail his force. The pofts of Favorito and St- Georgio 
in the fuburbs of Mantua were attacked by the French, and taken after great flaughter. 
In this attack it is computed that the imperialifts loft 20,000 men. This was the third army 
which was deftroyedin one campaign, in attempting to reduce Lombardy once more under 
the-Auftrian yoke. The French being (till deftitute of a battering train, were compelled 
inftead of befieging to blockade the place. 

The fucceffes of the armies of the republic on the Rhine correfponded with thofe in 

Italy. After the battle of Ettingen, which drove the Auftrians into the heart of the em- 

pire, Mofeau took poffeffion of Fribourg in the Brifgau, and on the eighteenth of July 

Stutgard, the capital of the duchy of Wirtemberg. He then croffed the Necker in 
purfuit of the archduke, and after various fkirmifhes obflinately fought compelled him to 
retreat acrofs the Danube, making himfelf mafter of the whole circle of Suabia. 

Jourdan, In the meantime, had marched along the Mein through Frankfort, Afchef- 
fcnburg, Wurtzburg, and Schweinfurt, each of which places furrendered at his fummons, 
and having purfued the iVuftrians under Wartenfleben acrofs the Rednitz, at Bamberg, 
on the firft of Auguft he became mafter of the whole circle of Franconia ; threatening 
at the fame time the territories of the German princes-, and among others the elector of 
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and oi : the various fort relies on the lake; fo that the armies now formed one immenfe 
chain acrofs the whole of Germany, of which the left extended almoft to the frontiers 
of Bohemia, and the right to the Tyrolean mountains, feparaling Bavaria from Italy. 

The influence of the republic in the cabinets of Europe was now as predominant as 
her arms in the field. The duke of Wirtemberg and the prince of Baden, whofe ter- 
ritories were in the poffeffion of the armies, fent ambaffadors to Paris to treat for peace. 
By thefe treaties the duke of 'Wirtemburg, on the feventeenth of Auguft, engaged to 
withdraw and always to withold from the enemies of France his forces and Aicrours of 




on the thirty- fir ft of the fame month, the conditions the fame with an additional ftipula- 
tion for the free navigation of the Rhine, which had hitherto been by various arbit^iry re- 
gulations fubjefted to exorbitant exaftions, Thefe were followed by diplomatic arrange- 
ments of greater importance ; the treaty concluded with Spain on the twenty-fecond of 

July in the preceding year, and the treaty with Pruffia, were not deemed fufficiently impor- 
tant to the republic, new treaties were therefore concluded with both thefe powers. The 
former on the nineteenth of Auguft, at St* Ildefonfo, the negociators the duke de 

Alcuida and citizen Perignon j it was ratified by the French directory and the legiilature 
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on the twelfth of September. The mod remarkable articles of this treaty were, the mu- 
tual guarantee of their refpe&ive poffefllotis. The eighteenth article ftipulated that as 

•England was the only power againft which Spain had caufe of complaint, the operation of 
the prefent alliance fhould be confined folely to that power. Comprehending, however, 
the Batavian republic, in all the conditions equally and fpecially. The Pruffian treaty 
was not made public, as it appears that many of the conditions were contingents ; it has 
Jbesn generally believed, that the Hanoverian electorate with Bremen and Verden were, 
if conquered, to be ceded to Pruflia in lieu of the Pruflian territory on the Rhine. One 
article, however, was foon known ; that the Pruflian monarch guaranteed the freedom 
and independence of the Batavian republic, and theexclufion of his brother-in-law, the 
ftadth older, an article which the Spanith cabinet took care to be aflfured of beforB the 
Batavian republic was made a party in the treaty with that power. 

The army of Jourdan bad poflefled itfelf of the country on both fides of the Mem, 

and were* meafuring their paces towards Rarifbon, while Moreau, who had marched 
along the Danube, and taken fucceffively Ulm, Donawert, and other towns on its banks, 
patied the Lech on the twenty -fourth of Auguft, near Augfburg, where he was oppofed 
with, great vigor by the Auftrians, whom he defeated, and triumphantly entered the circle 
of Bavaria. The Auflrian armies, that had retreated with fo much precipitation, were 
now daily encreafingin numbers, by new levies and detachments from the principal cities ; 

while the French were neccflarily weakened by the fatigues of marches over fuch an im- 
menfe.trad of conquered territory, and harraflfed by the neceflity of conftant duty in the 
enemy's country. The archduke, who had fled into Bavaria from Moreau, having placed 
his army in an advantageous pofition on the Danube, and on the right fide of the river 
'Ulm, which divides the dominions of the elector of Bavaria from Auftria, font off in the 
meantime confiderable reinforcements to the army under W artenfleben, which was already 



A u (Irian s, 



and had arrived within a day's march of Ratifbon- 1 he right wing of this army under 
Bernardotte was, on the twenty-fecond of Auguft, attacked by forces fo fuperior, that 
he was compelled, in order to avoid being furrounded, to fall back on the main body ; 
and Jourdan, finding himfelf in a country where he could expect no refources, and ex- 
pofed to immenfe danger by having general Wartenfleben in front, and the archduke oa 
his flank, determined on an immediate retreat, which he effected with feme lofs ; not fo 
.much owing to the bravery or good conduit of the Anftrian generals, as the attacks of 
.the peafantson the ftraggiers, the difabled, and thefick, whom they never fpared. The 
Auftrians at the fame time hung upon the rear and flanks fo clofely that no refpite was 
allowed in the march, Jourdan never halted till he reached Bamberg and Wurtlburg ; 
here he halted two days ; then having by Wetzlar gained the lower Rhine, there he 

took at ftrong pofition. 

By this retreat the army of Moreau, was placed in critical circumftances, as his 
left flank was uncovered, and the Auftrians falling on his rear had the means of cutting 
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.and Philipfburg lay between the army of the Rhine and Mofelle, which was now infu-^ 
iated in the centre of Germany. While the Auftrians were harrafing Jourdan, Moreau* 
puflied on his conquefts to. the banks of the Ifer without much refiftance. He took 
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requfuions of money and ftores, includiug pi&ures, from the elettor,' and entered into 

a preliminary treaty with him for a fufpenfipn of arms preparatory to a peace, the elector 

engaging to fen J an ambaffador to Paris, Moreau hoped that the clofcr he approached 
to Vienna, the more the archduke would be induced to return, and that the army 

under Jourdan would be thereby releafed from the heavy preflure of the whole Auftrian 

force ; but the difcomfiture of Jourdan was fo complete, that Moreau found himfelf 
reduced to a fituation upon which he had never calculated. He accordingly withdrew 
all his troops from the pofts occupied in Bavaria and concentred his force for a retreat j 

repafling the Leek which feparates Suabia from. Bavaria, placed his army between the 
Danube at Ulm and the Lake of Conftance. . The- archduke had ordered parties (rom 
Maoheim and Philipfburg to proceed and co-operate with :him in cutting off * the retreat 
of the French. Moreau was alfo : prefied on his flank and rear by the Auftrian general 
Latour, who marched fo clofe upon him that he found it neceflary to give him battle, 
and gained a complete viftory over him on the third of Oftober, making 5,000 prifoners. 
This brilliant a&ion, though it annihilated the army of Latour, did not yet extricate 
Moreau from all his difficulties* The Auftrians had fucceeded in cutting off the com- 
munication with the Rhine, by feizing all the paffages of the Black Forelt, through which 
Moreau had to retreat, and on all the frontier towns on the bounds of the Rhine and the 
. boundaries of the Swifs territory. 
- Twenty four thoufand Auftrians under Nauendorf and Petrafch were now in Moreau's 
front; Latour who after his defeat had drawn forth new levies to the amount of 30,000 
men again preffed clofely on his rear, and the archduke had detached a large body of 
. cavalry to aft upon his flank* As the fteep pafles of the Black Foreft were guarded, 
' Mor<au fent off his fick and baggage under a ftrong efcort by that road while with 
the main body of his army he kept the enemy in check, by continual attions, and fud- 

den movements, until he reached the Black Foreft. The part through which he de« 

termined to make good his paffage, was called the Valley of Hell, where in many leagues 

the mountains rife fo boldly, that fcarcely a fpace is left between them for fifty men to 
march in front. This defile formidable by nature, was defended by what was deemed 
a Efficient number of troops to clofe it up; but Moreau's centre rufhed forward with 
the mo ft daring impetuofity and overthrew all that oppofed thrift, while his right and 
left, kept in check the Auftrians on the flank and rear. By this defparate meafure 
Moreau completely extricated himfelf from the imminent danger that threatened him, 
and brought h : s army with comparatively little lofs to Fribourg; not only making 
good his retreat through a hoftile country of 300 miles in extent, but giving daily battle 
to an enemy flufhed with vi&ory ; making his aflailants prifoners by thoufand s, and 
taking from them both colours and cannon. Moreau fooa after abandoned the Brifgau^ 
fending his troops acrofs the Rhine at Brifac and Huninguen, retaining: poffeffion never-- 
thelefs of the batteries which had been conftru&ed on the oppofite bank to' anuoy the 
latter fortrefs j and alio leaving a ftrong garrifon. in Kheh 

Thus terminated an expedition which though its great obje& was in two rWpeds 
frufl rated, was yet produ&iveof the moil fignal coniequenccs to France. The brilliant 
plans of Buonaparte were calculated to reduce the Auftrian -force in Italy, the move- 
ments of Wurmfer, and his laft meafure of throwing himfelf into Mantua, rendered ii 

impoliible fo,r.him > without relin^uifliing his conqueft&in Italy, to'ionu the jun&wa witfy 
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the right wing of Moreau's army ; on the other hand Jourdan was obliged fo purfue a 

a route into Germany peculiarly difficult, and too remote from the route of Moreau, to 
preferve that neceffary communication which could alone enf <re concert and co-operation ^ 
Jourdan's army likewife, was too weak in numbers for fo important a fervice, in an 
enemy's country, and fo remote from refources * thefe united circumftances. caufed the 
failure of the main defign ; but the progrefs of the French generals to the Danube, had 
fhewn that by a more vigorous and combined effort, they were capable of reaching 
Vienna and dictating peace under its walls ; but this was not the mod important effect of 
the expedition ; theretofore the war had been carried on, in France^ or fo clofe to it 
as heceffarily to produce a considerable fcarciry, from the conftant drain of fupplies for 
their great armies ; by this phtn France was not only relieved from that burthen, but it 

was laid on the enemy.; the German countries were not only made to fupport the French 
armies but contribute to the payment of the troops and the provifion of their magazines,. 
There was aifo this further important confequence that the dangers which threatened 
Germany, operated as a diverfion in favour ot Buonapar e. Upon the whole, the plans; 
of, the campaign though not entirely fuccefsful, were productive of confequences which 
accelerated the fubfequent triumphs, and enfured the projected union of the French 
arniies in the heart of Germany in che campaign of 1797*3 ultimately decided the 
peace , of the empire, and an important treaty with the repuhli: ; which changed the 
political ftate of Europe; and broke -afunder that chain of ddufion the balance of 
power, that for . more than two centuries had been the pretext for fo many cruel; 

and defolating wars. 

Having traced the military operations of the campaign to the clofe, the civil tranfac- 
tions of the republic may now be taken up without interruption,. It will be apparent* 
that the eftablithmem of the new conftitution produced the mod aufpicious impreffions 
for France in the nations of Europe, and the fuppreflion of infurredtion at home, and 

the eclat of three armies abroad, were calculated to give credit, dignity, and {lability 

to her meafures and alliances. 
The hoftile condu£t of feveral of the Swifs cantons, towards the republic in the early 

part of the war, had naturally excited an indignation, which could not be forgotten by 
France in the moment of her triumph over the force and the machinations of her ene- 
mies. The Engliih cabinet, it was fufpscL'd with great appearance of likelihood, 
had wrought upon feveral adminiftrators in the Helvetic republic by means very ufual 
with that court and no wife honorable to the Swifs character. * Wickham an Engliih: 
agent had fucceeded Fitzgerald, and the efforts of his intrigues had been already mani- 
fefted at Lyons, Marfeilles, and Toulon, as well in various parts of Swifferland;. he 
had in the courle of the previous year continued to open a communication with one 
of the molt popular French generals, through the agency of a Swifs book-feller, and to 
extend t ? vat correspondence to a direft communication with the prince of Conde ; a 
project tor the facrifice of one of the French armies was laid, and fruftrated only by 
the difagreement of the emigrant leader on the meafures propofed, and the jealoufy. 
of the Aullrian general Wurmler, who alio took a (hare in the treachery. The re- 

movai of the French general from the command of. the army, upon grounds which have, 

* Point & Pargent point de. la Swiss* * 
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never been publicly declared, but which have been attributed to two caufes, overthrew 
the hopes of the Englifli minifter in this new plot. Pichegru's conduct in the campaign 

of 17955 was fuch as nothing but the moderation which had fucceeded the reign of ter- 
ror, could have fan&ioncd or fuffered, and it appears to have been the true caufe of his 
removal ; though, fince the difcovery of the correfpondence which was canied on in 1797, 
It has been alleged that the directory had already found caufe to fufpeft his fidelity to 
his countrv. 

Wickham on the eighth of March 1796 communicated a written note to Barthelcmy at 
Bafie, on the fubjeft of a peace, which he faid he was authorifed to convey through him, 
and to requeft that (after making the neceffary enquiries) he would give anfwers to three 
qucftions ; which for the novelty of their form and their infidioufnefs, demand exa£t no- 
tice ; they were as follows : — 

" 1. Is there the difpofition in France to open a negociation with his majefty and his 
allies, for the eftablifliment of a general peace, upon juft and fuitable terms, by fending 
for that purpofe minifters to a congrefs, at fuch place as may hereafter be agreed upon ? 

2. Would there be the difpofition to communicate to the underfigned the general 
grounds of a pacification, fuch as France would be willing to propofe ; in order that his 
majefty and his allies might thereupon examine in concert whether they are fuch as might 
ferve as the foundation of a negociation for peace ? 

ce 3. Or would there be a defire to propofe any other way whatever, for arriving at 
the fame end, that of a general pacification ? 

This note concluded with declaring, that Wickham was not authorifed to enter into 
any negociation, or decifion upon the fubjeft, but to tranfmit the anfwers to his court ! 

On the twenty-fixth of the fame month Barthelemy tranfmitted the anfwer authorifed 

by the dire&ory, and without noticing the equivocal but arrogant ftyle of Wickham's 
note, anfwered that — " the directory of the French republic ardently defired to procure 

a juft honorable, and folid peace." That the declaration of Wickham's having no 

powers to treat appeared to carry an air of infincerhy in the defires expreffed by the En- 
glifh' minifter; that the propofed meafure of a congrefs, which would produce endlefs 
delays, was another indication of the fame character ; and that it appeared as if " this 
ftep had no other object than to obtain for the Englifh government that favourable hnpref- 
fion which always accompanies the fir ft overtures for peace." The anfwer declared, 
neverihelefs, to remove all imputations of a want of franknefs, that cc charged by the 
conftiruticn to execute the laws, it cannot make, or liften to any propofal that fliould be 
contrary to them and confequently they could not confent to the abandonment of any 

territory, which according to exifung iaws conftitute a part of the republic. 

Thefe propofiiions, as had been forefeen, were in a fimilar drain ot arrogant confidence 

declared to be inadmiffable, by a note in the London Gazette of the tenth of April; 
while the French government felt itfelf humbled in being made the momentary dupe of 
fuch an application, and having paid a candid regard to a mode of communication at 
once idldious and infuking. The meafure on the part of the Englifh minifter was only 
a financial manoeuvre, and a fuccefsful one. 

The directory turned its attention at this period to the aggrefiions on the part of feverai 

o r the cantons, and on the twenty-fixth of March demanded from the magiftracy of 

Bafle, bing the nearefl canton, and that which lay between the army of Auftria and 

e 
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that of the republic, an explanation concerning certain plans formed by the coalcfccd 
powers for violating its neutrality. It was alleged that the Auftrians in concert with 
feycral 'citizens of various cantons, hacVproje&ed the invafion of the departments form- 
ing -the ancient Ffanche-compte, by palling over the territory of Bafie from the imperial 
dominions of Frickthal, lying along the Rhine from Bafle to Schaffhaufen, The cemmu- 
nidation was made in a manner as contemptuous of the Swifs magiftrates as the charge 

-was humiliating, and they felt the refentment intended in fending them only an ext raft 
from the regifters of the dire&ory- They' accordingly replied in a tone of indignation. 
They denied the charge, complained of the mode in which it was made, and obferved 
" if they were not ftrong enough to defend their ov/n country, the directory mud take 
meafures to infure the fafety of the French republic," that they would accept the refpon- 
iibility of 'their own cond u &, and not only depended on the inhabitants of their own can- 
ton, but of the whole Helvetic confederation. • 

This explanation caufed further umbrage, and produced another remonftrance from the 
directory, demanding "decifively a formal exculpation from the charge. This fecond re- 
monftrance {hewed the magiftrates at once their former imprudence, and the danger of 
further temerity. They determined to fend an ambaffador to Paris ; and as their interefi 
and their defires now ferioufly called for an amicable underftanding, they chofe citizen 
Ochs, whofe attachment to the French revolution and the principles of civil liberty had 
been uniformly manifefted, and as might have been expected from "a difpofition thus 
fincerely difplayed, the former amity was reftored between the two republics. 

Although "the public tranquillity had remained undifturbed at Paris, where the different 
fa&ions were kept , in check by government, who had created a feventh minifter, called 
of police, diforders and fecret plots had not entirely ceafed. The fouth had been much 
difturbed by the agents of the al.Ked powers, and France was already divided into ditlricls 
hy the Englifh minifter at Baflt, whe- received regular reports from his agents, and dif- 

jperfed money in every direction. The juft refentment of thofe who had fufiered under 

the profciptions, and by the abufes of the pro-confular commiflioners of the republic, were 
kept awake by thofe agents ; and the royaiifts and the religious were encouraged to ftifle 
their peculiar tenets on religion and politics, in order to combine their efforts for the over- 
throw; 'of the. common enemy, which' was now reprefented to poffefs the government, A 
commiflion was appointed by the legiflature to enquire into the origin of thefe troubles * 
in the fouth, on the twenty-fourth of March. It appeared, however, very foon, that 
Camille-Jourdan and Ifnard, .who were the authors of this propofition, were guided by 
different views, and that it was calculated rather to promote factious purpofes than any 
alleviation of the people's fufferings ; the commiflion was confequently diffolved, and the 
reftoration of tranquillity was left once more to the executive authority. 

An infurre&ion had broken out in the department of Nivre, where the infurgents, " 
under the title of the Company of tne King and of Jefus, had taken. the town of Sancerre* v 

This was dire&ly fupprefled by the vigor of the directory. But fa&ion was not yet ap- 

peafed, and its effects were felt in the departments of adminiftration, which occafioneda 
public refolve of the dire&ory, that its confidence had fometimes been betrayed, and its 
views fruftrated by the nomination of individuals to public truft, who proved themfelvea 
unworthy. The violence of the old Jacobin party, and thofe who were alike adverfe to 
ihe government under any popular form, were now feen united in a common tone of re-* 

Vol/ IV, . 6 T 
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proach and inventive, the former was violently jncenfed, becaufe.the directory was mode* 

rate, the latter becaufe moderation overthrew all hopes of change in the government* 
This difaffeCtion was as ufual fpread among the Parifiaris, and what was very unufual 
among fome of the military- The directory began with difmifling all thofe ,who fupported 
or connived, at thefe factious defigns from public offices ; they then feverely fcrutinized 

the municipalities, and purified them; and commenced a reform in the legion. of the 
police, part of v.hich refufed to obey orders and declared themfelves iii a Hate of revolt. 

The corps was entirely dilbanded. The diflbhition of this military body was a fatal blow 
to the confpirators ; but perceiving that partial movements were fatal to their hopes, and 
only ftrengthened the hanc's of goverement, a plan was formed for the complete, over- 
throw of it and the introduction .ctf a new fyftem. 

For the fpace of fix weeks confufe.d murmurs were circulated of a projected Tnfurrec- 
tion, but the Parifians, familiarifed to that term, believed that a law .Tome time in exif- 
ience, againft large aflemblies of men without a legal purpofe, would preferve the city 
againft the elForts of the t.errorift.s, paid no, regard to the reports- : T he government, 
however, did not remain in the fame incautious fecurity ; early apprifedof the plot, they 
watched its progrefs and employed themfelves indefatigably to counteract its defigns by 

means the mod effectual and moderate. The decree igainfl factious groupes, was their 

firft meafure, the diffolution of the legion of police the next ; this corps confifted of 

,10,000 men horfe and foot, and was compofed of men feleCted from various divifions by 
Roche, to fupprefe the laft infurreCtion againft the convention ; the legion was at firft 
moved from Paris on a (hort route, and thence by gradual and fmall parties detached in 
(various directions, it was by degrees incorporated with the armies/ 

This confpiracy was as theretofore compofed of mod contradictory materials; it was 
from fome unguarded expreflions of Drouet, the celebrated poft-mafter of Varennes, 
that the directory- were firft led to notice it. His ftoppage of Louis on his flight, and 
his conftancy under the cruel treatment which he had received in an Auftrian prifon, 
.after he had been taken on miffion near Tournay, until he was exchanged along with the 
deputies for the daughter of Lewis, had fufficienily teftified his inflexible attachment to 
.his country. The evil lay in the excefs of his enthufiafm, which gendered him and 
many others at once the eafieft prey to artful and defigning men, and tended . to imprefs 

on the public a fentiaient favourable to any views in which they embarked:, however erro- 
neous or niiftaken. A paper publifhed by Gracchus Baboeuf, another enthufiaft, dilplayed 
likewife the profeifed defigns of the confpiracy. By a knowledge of a few, the means 
.cf difcovering the reft were not long wanting ; but experienced in the trahfaCtions of 
the revolution, they were fo wary as to place obftacle*to their feizure cohftantiy in the 
way. 1 heir committees affembled every day, but in different habitations, and in different 

quarters ot the to\yn ; Merlin of Douay was minifter of police, but he was fuppofed not 
to be aCtive in difcovering the confpiracy j Cochon was appionted in his room, and he 

having firft dilmifted all Merlin's agents, chofe two brothers who had been twenty years 

employed by Sartihe to trace the confpiracy. On the morning of the ninth of May con- 
nderable bodies of cavalry were ftatiohed in the neighbourhood of the palace of the 
.directory, the palace of the legiflative bodies, ?nd the Pont Neuf. On the morning of 
.the tenth the guards of the directory and legiflative bodies were tripled. A meifage 
is as lent from the directory to the council of five hundred, intimating that a confpiracy 
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was prepared to burfl: forth -the fuccceding morning at break of day \ that the defign 

was to murder the . members of the direftory^ the two councils, the field officers, the 
qqnftituted authorities. of Paris, and to deliver up the city to pillage and mafia ere j that 
the government haying traced the -plot to the moment it was about to hurft forth, they 
had feized on the c^^ had to tell it, Drouet one of their 

qblleagues was .one of them. Along wirh him were arretted Xaignelot, Chalas^ and 
Iticard formerly . a deputy of the-. convention, Babecuf, the journaiifl, who called him- 
felf cc the tribune of ; the people," Roflignol a diimiifed general, one of the lecretaries 
of jofeph Lebon, Julien a young man a friend of ilcbefpierre\s, Amar the accufer 
dfD in ton, Carriille, ?tnd the Qironde as the agent of Rohefpierre. It appeared that of all 
the various plans of confpiracy none had been fo completely organized as this, and none 
fo daring;; a djre.ftory, a municipality of Paris* revolutionary committees, a convention, 
Cornmittees 4 .of public fafety and general fecurity, were formed, and ali the details of the 
revoluiiqnaiy government of .17.92, were felc&ed, and to be eflabliihed -until the con- 
ftitution of 1793 ihould undergo a revifion and acceptation. l\vo proclamacions were 
found Teady printed in the apartment, where the confpirators were .feized, one of which 

w&s 'to be circulated in Paris on the day of infurreclion, and the other fent into the 
qepai tments, both began with thefe words — " The tyrants are no more." Orders were 
alfp' prepared to be iffued for feizing the repofitories of arms, the treafury, telegraphs, 
and all "the public eftablifhments in and near Paris. It appeared that thefe great out- 
lin^es were known to all, but that there was another plan known only to a few 
qf 1 the leaders/ and which went to facrifice 1 great .lumber of thofe who joined in - 
the plot whofe principles the fuperiors did not approve, Babceuf _acknowIeged hioir 
felf .to, have written feyeral of. the . papers that w^re feized ; jind when examined .re- 
plied with the mo ft undaunted firmnefs ; when a(ked who were his accomplices, he anfwer- 
ed, .that they knew him but little, if they expe&ed he was capable of denouncing his 
frieridsl Me addrefled the dire&ory from his dungeon in a ftyle refembling a, fov.e- 
r,eign, power treating with another; and in one letter of four pages he tells them that 
the holy infurre&ion muft yet fucceed , and he menaces them with death if they fhould 

not t r.etra£t all they had publifhed concerning it ; but promifes, if they behave in a, 
becoming manner, that they fhali have five feats in the future executive council, 
. The V ial of .the confpirators was delaved for a confiderable time, partly through, 
the .flow and lenient forms which the cpnftitution prefcribes and partly through policy* 
prpuet, through the connivance of the executive power was fuffered to efcape, as a man 
more fimpls than wicked ; hut Baboeuf and Darthe, were tried before the high criminal 
tribunal at Vendome and condemned to death. 

* 1 ' * * ' * ■ _ 

• 'The clifcovery of .this plot produced .the greateft fatisfa&ion throughout France, except 
amongVthe rpyalifts and the difcontented terrorifts. When the queftion was the over- 
throw, of the republican government, thefe two interefts fo pppofite to each other in 
fQXm, .but fo much alike in faft,, united as one. It is a general : and a juft obfervatiou^ 
that "the failure of a plot adds weight to the eftabliftied power, this project of ruin 

therefore only ftrengthened.t^e government, and for a while deftroyed the v hopes even, 
of the priefts and royalifts. 
^Xh? gPVernment were not amidft all thefe difficulties of internal trouble, and the vail 

plans of 'the three armies, in different to objects equally delicate and important. The 
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paper currency under the name of affignats, had declined through a variety of caufes fo 
much in credit, as to become in a degree ufelefs ; gold and Silver came {lowly, into 
circulation, but not in quantities adequate to the wants of Society. A law was pafTed 

On the twenty-fifth of March to fell the remainder of the national domains at the efti- 
mate made in 1790, which was at the rate of twenty. two years purchafe, and for' 
which the nation lliould agree to receive in payment, new paper fabrication called 
mandats > which were to be iflfued by government to the amount '"of two milliards and 
four hundred millions of livres ; of this new creation part was deftined to draw from 
circulation the affignats, in the proportion of thirty livres in ajjjgriais for. one livre in 
mandats, and the public lands remaining unfold were to be mortgaged for the remain- 
der. The payments were to be made by inftalments, and it was hoped as the mortgage 
was to be foreclofed at any period, that the value of the ntandat would not dc- 
priciate. The dire&ory in communicating a meflage to the councils on this fubjeft 
^xpfefled themfelves in language fo ftrong on the dangers that would accrue from 
the failure of this plan, and that if it ihould not be carried into effect, no refources 
would be left to carry on the war even for the prefent campaign; 'that. thole wlio were 
not converfant with the policy of the directory, and thofe who wiflied the ftat&ment to 
be true, really believed that the republic was, as the directory exprefied it, then on its 



laji plank" The Englifh minifter among others, fell into the deception; which was 
only meant to quicken the legiflature to a more prompt and liberal difpofal of the 
public money; and" was fo much caught by it, that in the Houfe of Commons he 
quoted the words of the direftory as an argument for carrying on the jufl and neceflary 
war with redoubled vigor. ■ ! 

The mandats, however, Suffered a depreciation, the neceflary effeft of a Superabun- 
dant iffue ; money itfelf will depreciate in value when it becomes lb plenteous as to render 

it very eafily acquired or more than is neceflary to facilitate an equable exchange of com- 
modities; paper which is only the representative of an intrinfic value, muft lcle the value 

which it reprefents either in proportion to the depreciation of what it reprefents, or. the 

difficulty of obtaining an immediate or an equal quantity in exchange, of the thing "repre- 
sented, for the Sign. The original value of theaflignats had not fuddenly funk, the de- 
cline was gradual, and their total failure was at once the effeft of the return of fpecic to 4 
the country, arid of an injudicious revocation of the law which made affignats the only 
circulating medium; for the comnetition of a Sign with only an artificial value could not 
be expe&ed to maintain an equal competition with an equal artificial value and the intrinfic 
value of the bullion Superadded to the Sign. The mandats loft one-fourth at their in- 
troduction and they foon after became the object of fpeculators, which deftroyed'them 
both ; the nation however, was releafed from a great weight of debt by this cupidity of 
adventurers, i o Supply the public exigencies, the direftory had recourfe to a contribu- 
tion from the property of men of opulence, under the narhe 01 a forced-loan ;. which 
was ordered to be paid in hard cafh, or in paper at the . current courfe of exchange. 
This tax fell principally on perfons who had acquired their riches in the revolution ; but 

it did, not altogether produce the amount at which it hadiJe'en calculated, as meafures of 
Severity v/ere not adopted to enforce it. 

The committee of finance now prefented a general Statement of the public revenue, 
from which it appeared that the. expenees would exceed the revenue bV 5o'o,ooo 5 ooo, 
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the former one hundred mJRiohfc-; For the deficit •>virioti8 r refoarces^' were pointed out, 
and among others the fale of the forfeited lands in the new departments of ancient Bel- 
gium, where religious houfes of every kind were ordered to be fuppreffed. From this 
fund ample refources were provided^; and a plan of fevere economy was adopted, by 

all the members of government, and-extended throughout the departments, 
I It has been before noticed, ; that on the momentary reverfe which followed the taking 
of the French magazines in Italy, by Wur infer, that the pope had ordered his legate to 
feize upon-Ferrara. Negociations had been for fo me time carrying on at Paris for 
a peace by the holy father, but they were fiiddenly interrupted by this precipitate conduct 
and the negotiators were ordered by a mandate ; iffued from the dire&ory to the minifter 
of polite, 'to ^depaft ^immediately from France; 1 The Sardinian ambaflador was at the 
fame time ordered away, but not under circum fiances of equal ignominy. The papal 
comtniflioiiers' had procraftinated from day to day every definitive arrangement, in ex- 
pectation of hearing from Italy, that the Auftrian arms were fuccefsful ; while Wurmfer 
was marching from Germany they effe&ed not to poiTefs adequate powers, and when 
the above event had taken place they propofed terms which they were aware the dire&ory 
would : not lUten to. The Sardinian minifter had imprudently expreffed his regret on the 

fame occafion that his ; matter had fubmitted to the treaty concluded with Buonaparte. 
The Tufcan minifter Carletti, had made himfelf odious to the directory by abufmg the ' 
confidence which had long been repofed in him as a friend' of the revolution, by ufing 
particular activity to communicate every intelligence which his fituation enabled him to 
obtain, to the combined powers, and he was ordered alfo to quit the territories of the 
fepublic. The refentment of the directory was not confined to the Italian ftates. The 
baron Staei was recalled, and Renhaufen appointed ambaflador from Sweden in his place ; 
the latter was ;known to be a hireling to the court of Peterfburg, and the directory did 

not confider it confident with the dignity of the French nation to admit an agent of that 
kind.' The French minifter was in eonfequence ordered to leave Stockholm. 

The attack on the government by the confpiracy called Bahceut's, on the twenty-fecond 

of Floreal, had (lengthened the moderate party. And they generoufly propofed in order 

to conciliate all parties, and to promote union and peace, to pafs an a£t of general am- 
nefty for all a&s commuted between the tenth of July, 1 7 89, and the fourth of Brumaire 
in the fourth year of the republic, except of thofe of emigrants and others comprehended 
in the law of the ^d of Brumaire (27th October) the day preceding the eftablilhment of the 
constitution. A 'cdmmifliori was appointed to prepare and report on this amnefty, aud it 
became the fubjett of an animated and eloquent debate, 

from all public fun&ions, until the peace, of the relations of emigrants and thofe who 

.had figned papers tending to infurreciion. 

A petty infurretton broke out about this time. On the plain of Grenelle, fouthward of 
the Seine, between Paris and the hills of Meudon, a camp was formed, which the reft> 
lefs and fa&ious ftill confidered as affording a relburce for mifchief- They had tampered 
with fome of the foldiers, aud were emboldened by their aflurances, to form the defparate 
defign of' once more attacking the govern /ient. The defparadoes accordingly affembled 
at a tavern, to the 'number of five hundred, at the village of. Vaugirard, and though 

their intention of vifiting the camp was discovered, and the necelfary precautions taken 
by the minifter of police and the general, they entered the camp at midnight, crying 
■<■ ■ ■ . Vol. IV, .6 U, ' - ■ ' ' • ' 
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* c Long live the conftitution of 179},"-^" Down wfch the councils/^-" Down witK 

the five tyrants/ 5 Having entered the camp, they invited the fokiiers to fraternife, t* 
get rid of their chiefs, and to march under their banners to glory and empire. As ih& 
aft of rebellion was how completed, the foldiers did not delay tO)execute the punifhmenu 
The moft forward of the infurgents were immediately put to the fword or (hot; and the 
remainder fled in confufion in all directions. The greater part.elcapedv but one hundred 
and thirty were taken and afterwards tried by a military commiflion. Of thefe the greater 
number « ere releafed, the reft condemned to death or banilhment according to their 
former charafters- This infurreftion differed from the others only in the inadequacy of 
She means. Three ex reprefematives and fix e;x> general a were concerned in it. The. 
criminality of it was the greater iince it commenced in the moment, that . the legitlature was 
employed in forming a law for a general arnnefty. . - 

- TIv? fecurity that had been ufed with the Swedifh, Sardinian, and Papal minifters, in 
difrnifling them from Paris, was now extended to the Genevan ambaflador, Reybaz. 
This little republic from the beginning of the revolution had been diftra&ed by ftruggles 
bfctween the arillocracy that had grown up in it, and the eagernds of the people to reftorc 
the equality of which their neighbours had now given fuch leffons. In 179a, Montef- 
quiou. the French general, had gone thither, and had taken part with one . of the par- 
tics. The fluctuation of counfeis in France at that period hadi rendered his conduft ob. 

noxious to thofe who fucceeded to power, and he had.faved himfelf by flight to SwifTcr*- 
land. The. fall of Robefpierre produced a new change, and . fome regulations were intro- 
duced in Geneva, more favourable to its liberties, but not to th^ extent required by the 
generality of the citizens. An application was made foon after the eltablifhment of the 
French conflitution by the Genevan minifter, Reybaz, requefting from the direftory that 
the fame protection which had buen given to the Dutch republic in making the acknow- 
legement of its independence a part of the conditions with thofe powers with whom it 
concluded treaties of peace, fhould be extended to Geneva; that it was of great impor- 
tance to them, efpecially with regard to their neighbours the king of Sardinia and certain 

princes of the German empire. Reybaz had manifefted a difpofition not at all confor- 
mable with fuch a requelt, and the perfons in power at Geneva were known to be thofe 

•who had conltamly (tigmatifed the French revolution with the moft virulent and unwor- 
thy afperlions, and he was informed by the minifter of foreign affairs, that fuch a propo* 
fition came with an ill grace from thofe who had propofed it ; that the people of Geneva 
h id more reafon to complain of certain of their own citizens, and more to fear from 
their oppreffion ; but that it the republic {hould be at any time endangered by the external 
enemies which were declared to be feared, or the internal enemies that fecretly oppreifed 

it, 10 infureits future tranq uility and to control the authors of its afflictions, it fhould 
be be incorporated with the French republic. The conduct of Reybaz. on this accafioxi 
gave umbrage to the directory, and an order was obtained for his recak Another was 
lent,- but he alfo was of the arhtocratical parly, and the directory refufed to receive him ; 
a third and fourth were fent, uniformly of the fame party, and all of them were refuled, 

and not even 'permitted to remain in Paris. Thefe meafures on. the part ot France, 

caufed fome further changes in the Itate and politics of Geneva, in favour of the popu- 
lar party. 

About this period the^iergy, convoked atTemblies, in order to re-eftablifh the fhatt<?red 

'fabric of the Catholic church in France j notwithftanding the UiXom they learued, howt 
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*ver, and abufing the moderation and liberality which had been latterly adapted towards 
fuchof them as would not attempt to oppofe the peace of the country and the freedom 
of the republic, they entered into meafuresin open hoflility with the eitabhfhed law, and 
to the prejudice of the government which occafioned their being diflblved by a fpecial 
erder from the directory ad Jrefied to the aflembly or fynod at Verfailles. 

At the fame time the members of the national inlliriue, aftively engaged in the pro- 
motion of its great purpof s, prepared for their firft p\blic aiTembly, which was held on 
the fourth of April of this year. The members of the executive directory defirous of 
.giving fplendor and importan* e to this literary folemnicy, accompanied by the miniflers 
and ail the civil officers of the adminiftration, went to the hall of the indication in pro- 
ceffion. The ambafiadors of Spain, Sweden, Denmark, Pruffia, the United States of 
America, Batavia, Tufcany, Genoa, Geneva, and others were alfo prefent, and a p'ace 
of honor was afligned them before the eftrade of the dirc&ory. On thi* occafion, which 
may be confidered as the. epoch'a of the revival of letters in France, ail the men of 
literature, and artifts* who had furvived the ftorms of the revolution, were prefent. 
Fifteen hundred fpetlators, alfembled in that beautiful hall of the former palace of the 

Louvre, now called the hall of the antiques, of which the architecture is not inferior 

to the temples of antiquity, and is decorated with the (Utues of the iiluftrious men of 
France; the fcene forming altogether a fpeftacle worthy of a great nation, riling from 
amidit its ruins, with as much grace and majsfty as if it had not pafled through the 

ordeal of calamity. 

. 1 he prefident of the dire&ory made a fpeech of infhdlation, in which he exprefled the 
ftedfaft purpofe of the government to revive the drooping arts, and to (hiekl them and 
.liberty from all the attacks of ferocious anarchy. This harangue was received with the 
loudeft -acclamations. Every heart fwelled with emotion^ every eye melted with tears, 
at the fad recollection of the paft, combined with the loothing hopes of the prefent. 
Dufiaulx,. the prefident of the Inflitute, replied, that every member of that fociety felt 
the molt ardent defire, to concur towards the profperity of the republican government* 
and would aim, in giving luftre to their own names, to give luitre to their country; that 

.the republic of letters exilted before the other — that its fpirit would neither be enfeebled 

nor fubdued — and that amidft thofe whom it animated, the love of glory would ever be 

- the fupport of liberty, 

Every power in Europe had already felt the fatal efFe&s of the attempt to enflave 

.France. Her efforts to repeal the infidinus meafures of England, had been fuccefsful 

.only to the difcomfiture of /her aflaflihafing profits, her fchemes of forgery, and the 
defeat of her armies on the continent. The infular fituatton and naval ftrengrh of Eng- 
land placed h*r in a (late of fecurity againft dirett military attacks, which in her prefent 

circumftances France could not- overcome. The reduced ftate of trade and credit was, 

hovyever, a blow as fatal to the people of England as a. war could be, becaufe the 

affli&ioii was more general and durable. The power of the government, neverthelefs, 

■r ft 00l } firmly fuppt rtVd by the enormous fabric of i?s funding fyftem, thefourcc of all the 
governmental opi>r. i flL>n$. The fcnglii'h mi-iiftry had in thecourfe of the year iilued a 
proclamation p<,rmimng the exportation of Englilh goods to the Batavian republic and 
the ancient Netherlands. 

The Batavian convention, iffued a counter-proclamation forbidding under feverepen* 

^aUies.thti entry of Englilh goods, add calling upoa their countrymen by every tie of hoi^ 
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and fecurity to abtlain from fuch a commerce ; obferving thatit was aprojeft founded on 
the habitual perfidy and fpirit of rapine that chara&erifed the Englifli government ; that 
it was intended to exhauft Bataiva of its money ; that it was an infult as well as an injury, 
and calculated not only to divide them but as they had conftantly for two centuries labored 
to do, to deftroy the remnant that was recovered from their fatal grafp of the national lu 

- berty and independence. The French dire&ory adopted resolutions of the fame fpirit 

which were fubmitted to the councils, and on the 22d of O&ober feveral meafures were 
decreed, by a confiderable majority to enforce the fame fyftem throughout France ; this new 
fyftem of hoflilities was carried into execution throughout the greater part of Europe, and 
Englifli manufactures were for a time excluded from every port between the Elbe and the 
Adriatic, excepting Portugal alone. Spain had by a new negociation entered into the plan. 
•Genoa infulted in her own ports by the Englifli minifter and fhips of war, was conftrained 
from neceflity to throw off her neutrality and accept the powerful prole&ion of her neigh- 
bour, agreed in a treaty figned on the 9th of O&ober to exclude Englifli fhips from her 
ports. Leghorn infulted lb long by the Englifli minifter lord Harvey, and the violence 
done on French fliips in that neutral port, was now in the hands of the republicans, and 
the Englifli were of confequence confined to the fmall ifland of Elbe near that city to 
which they- had fled. The Italian ftates generally, and even Naples 'with whom a treaty 

was figned on the twenty-fifth of Odtober, were-circumfcribed in the fame way. And 

Corfica which had coft England fo much and produced nothing, was entirely evacuated 
hy the Englifli forces on the fifth of October; the Corncans having manifefted fuch a 
diflike to the Englifli government, as rendered it ncceffary to the fafety of Elliot, the 
viceroy, to notify to them his intention to depart, in order to favehim and his adher- 
ents from deftru&ion. A treaty was ratified with the duke of Parma; But the negocia- 
tion with the Pope was much procraftinated, though committed to a congrefs held at 
Florence. The Pope was required to withdraw all countenance from the allied powers 1 , 
to acknowledge that he had been abufed by the enemies of the republic, and in addition 
to thefe retra&ions that he fliould difavowany concern in the murder of - the French am- 
•baffador Bafieville. That he fliould fet at liberty all pefrforis, of whatever country, con- 
fined on account of their opinions, and in future deprive no man of his liberty, nor per- 
ftcute .him on account of his religious opinions; that he fliould forbid the inhuman 
praftice of the mutilation of children throughout his eftates, and totally abolifh the* 
barbarous tribunal of the inquifition. The Pope held a congregation of cardinals upon 

thefe propofitions, who decreed that they could not be affented to- Meantime the armif- 
tice granted to the Pope expired, and the inhabitants of the countries fouth of the Po 
had taken meafures under the protection of the French general to lay the foundation of a 
jiew republic, by the congrefs of deputies from the cities of Bologna, R'eggio, Modena, 
andFerrara; which was alfo adopted by the- people of Milan and the furrounding coun- 
tries who alfo formed another republic taking their titles of tranfpadane and -cifpadane from 
their fituation in relation to the river Po and Rome ; Milan being the centre of the tranf- 
♦ padane republic, Thefe two, however, by mutual con fen t were fubfequently formed 
into one republic under the name of the Cifalpine, in relation to its fituation in regard 
to the Alps and Rome. Thefe adopted the forms of the French republic, abolilhed 
titles and heraldic diftin&ions, and proclaimed all men equal. 

In this year the French, detached a fquadron of feven fail of the line under Richery, 

who executed an expedition againft the Englifli fettlements at Newfoundland, 'deftroyed 
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the fifliery, and after capturing feveral of the annual Quebec Beet, which he burnt at fea 
for want of hands to man them, he returned and anchored in RocheUe. TheFngUfli 
took a fquadron belonging to the Batavian republic this year at the Cape of Good Hope. 

It was deftined to co-operate with a French fquadron in the recapture of the cape, but 
through fome treachery in the naval adminiftration and the corruption of the crews, who 
refufed to defend the {hips, the- whole were rendered a bloodlefs capture to the Englifh. 
Lucas, the Batavian admiral, was fent prifoner to England, where he obtained pemuffion 
to return to his own country, and was tried and acquitted, but died of grief. 

The papal court having rejected the terms propofed by the French commiffioners, re- 
foived now to try the force or fortune of arms. Although abandoned by Spain and the 
Italian powers, the pope flattered himfelf that the imperial armies reaflemhling to relieve 
Mantua, would fave him from the humiliation of laying his religion and his Sovereignty 
at the feet of thofe political Vandals ; he therefore reje&ed proportions renewed to him 
by Buonaparte on the twenty-fixth of October, addrelfed to the cardinal Mattei archbifhop 

of Ferrara. In thefe the general reminded him of the danger which the holy father was 
about to involve himfelf, and entreating him to repair to Rome, and advife the pope of 

his true fituation with regard to the force of the republic. But in vain, the reply of Mattei, 

after a filenceof fix weeks, was a fanatical declamation bloated with bigotry and rebuke. 

The pope meanwhile, through his nuncio at Vienna, was haftening the march of the im- 
perial troops, and had appointed general Colli to command his army reinforced by fome 
German corps. But the warlike ardor of the fucceffor of St. Peter was not fufficient to 

infpire his flock with refolution adequate to the end. 

The tourth Auftrian army had meanwhile purfued its route for Italy, in order tore- 
leafe Wurmfer, now fhutup with his troops in Mantua. Genera.! Alvinzy had encamped 
on the Piava, and was advancing towards Vicenza, while general Davidovi'ch with the 
divifion under his command defcended from the Tyrolefc along the Adige towards 
Verona, Alvinzy having'paffed the Piava was attacked by the French on the iirenta, and 
driven acrofs the Piava. The French general Vaubois who defended thopafesof Tyrol 
was not fo fuccefsful, and Buonaparte was compelled, in order to relieve Vaubois to quit 
Verona and take upon himfelf to defend the pafles of the Adige ; the Auftrians having 
pofleffed themfelves of all the country on the oppofite fide of that river, and were already 
preparing to attack the French, with a view to raife the blockade of Mantua, by forcing 
the polls between the Adige and the lake of Garda. Buonaparte faw the judiciouf- 
nefs of the Auftrian general's plan, and determined to fruftrateit by preventing a junftion. 
of the two divifions of the enemy. For this purpole he led the divincns under Angereau 
and Matfena along the Adige, and on the night of the fourth of November paffed it at 

the village of Ronco, by a bridge of boats, hoping to reach Villa Nuova in the morning, 

and attack the Auftrians at Caldero, on their flanks and rear and feize their cannon and 
baggage. Alvinzy received information of this movement, and immediately ftrengthened 
his pohtion, by throwing Croatian and Hungarian regiments into the village of Arcole, 

through which the French mud neceflarily pafs. This village was ftrongly fituated for 
defence, between two moraffes with canals in each, and kept the republicans in check 
during the whole day of. the fifth. In vain were the French- troops rallied by their 
commanders. Four generals, who fucceflively threw therafer/es on the bridge leading 
into the village, were difabled by wounds more or lefs dangerous, Angereau feizing a 
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ftandard pufhed forward and planted it on the bridge ; and Buonaparte, calling to th& 

foldiers to remember the bridge of Lodi, infpired them to another attempt, in which he 
loll two more generals, and wis himfelf in danger of perifhing. He had detached a 
divifion early in the morning to take a larger circuit and enter the village in the rear, this 
was not accompli/hed till near night when the a&ion became general, and the village with 

the troops in it were all taken. At day break of the fixth the aftion was renewed by a& 
attack upon the whole Auftrian line. The French right wing, drove before them the' 
Auftrian left, and purfued it to the head-quarters of Caldero. The centre of the Auftri- 
ans relifted longer, but they alfo were compelled to fly before the French centre. The 

attack of the French left wing, as had been forefeen, was more difficult ; as the Auftrian 

right was flanked by a morafs and numerous ditches. The enemy therefore maintained 

that pofition. On the morning of the feventh, Buonaparte was prepared, with a bridge, 

which he had thrown over the morafs and canal in the night, to commence a frefli at- 
tack. 1 he Auiirian centre had now collected in great ftrength, and while their right 

was engaged, aflaulted the French centre with great intrepidity ; the French centre gave 
way for a few moments, and the right was in danger of being turned, when Buonaparte 
who had feen where the brunt of the action now lay, having previoufly drawn off a frefli 
body of troops from his left and placed them in a pofition where they were totally un- 
feen by the enemy, fullered his centre to fall back, until the divifion in ambufcade was 
in fuch a fituation as to fall upon their flank and rear. The efleft was anfwerable to 
the intention 5 the daughter of the Auftrians was dreadful ; they fled, but rallied with 
the wings, and ftill msfde a formidable ftand ; their numbers were equal to the French 
and their pofition was ftrong. Buonaparte finding it impoflible to diflodge them by force 
had recourfe to a ftratagem, which anfwered his expectations. A few troops of horfe 
with the greater part of the trumpeters of the army, were detached to make the circuit 
of the morafs, keeping unfeeii until they fliould reach the enemy's rear, when having 

approached dole enough to make an impreflion, the trumpets were to found in fuch a 
manner as to deceive the enemy into the opinion that the body of cavalry was nume- 
rous. A divifion of infantry greater in number took a circuit on the other flank, they 

arrived at the fame moment, that a charge was made by the whole French line, and 
and the fate of the day was decided ; the Auftrians were purfued and cut down for 
feveral miles, and it was not until night that the purfuit ceafed, 

Vaubuis had been again defeated by Dayidovitch, and while the cavalry were now in 
purfuit of Alvinzy's army, Buonaparte filed off and by a rapid march reinforced Vaubois- 
and checked Davidovitch, already confiderabiy advanced towards Mantua; but he was 
forced by Buonaparte to an aftion in which he was defeated, and forced once more to take 

refuge in the defiles of Tyrol. The battle of Arcole was peculiarly fatal to the French- 

generals,* by whofe diftinguiflied bravery victory was taken out of the hands of fortune. 
Buonaparte himfelf efeaped by mod lingular good fortune, for his two aid-de-camps were 
killed by his fide. The lofs of the Auftrians in that a&ion was fo great, that Alvinzy was • 

obliged to retire beyond the Brenta, to await the arrival of another army, and leave: 

Mantua once more to its fare. 

It was fuppofed that the fate of Mantua would be immediately determined by this adion^.. 
but Wurmfer had taken advantage of the laft relief he had experienced, to provitioa his- 
garrifon* which enabled him to defend the to wiv far beyond that calculation,. 



i? 9 6*2 THE REPUBLIC. 545 . 

The return of the French armies to the Rhine was fucceeded by the refignation of 
Jourdan* Boumonyille was appointed provifionally'to fucceed him, and joined the army 
with a confiderabtebreinfbrcenient from Holland. The Auflrians unable with a fuperior 
force, to prevent Moreau from croffing the Rhine in their face, at Humnguen, endeavored 
without effect to diflodge the troops from a pod which had been haftily thrown up by the 
French when they firft eroded the river. The republi.ans alfo retained Khel anJ Nieu- 
wied on the fame fide of the river. The Auflrians taking advantage of a rife in the river, 
which broke down the bridge at Neuwied. with a view to cut off the communication be- 
tween that place and Khel, xrofled the Rhine in fevcral places to divert the attention of 
the Trench while they carried on the main dc-figa* So extenfive was the enemy's plan, 

and fo many were the precautions taken to en Cure its fuccefs, that nothing lefs than the 

capture of the whole garrifon was contemplated. Moreau however penetrated the defign, 

and had taken his difpofitions with fo much intelligence, that he was prepared to receive 

them inftantly on the point of attack; the repulfe was as effectual as the enemy's difap- 

pointment was fatal. A few day's after the right wing of Moreau's army made a general 

movement, and after defeating various divhions of the imperial army, gained poffeffion 
of feveral pofts in the palatinate, among which were thofe of Bingen and Kuikrflautern,. 
and thence completely eftablifhed his communication with the interior of France. 

Afufpenfion of arms was foon after agreed upon between the two armies on the Lower* 

♦ Rhine ; but contention ftill fubfifted on the upper. The whole force of the imperial. 

army was directed to the capture of the work thrown haftily up by the French in eroding 

oppofite Huninguen, and Khel was alfo intended to be attacked. At length the Auftri- 
ans fucceeded in breaking a bridge of boats, fo that theifland of the Rhine where Vauban 
had formerly traced a battery, and which was recently completed, was the only point of 
communication. The defence of thefe works was entrufled to Abattucci, a Corfican,. 
who rejected the repeated fummonfes fent him by the Auftrian general Furftenberg. On. 

the night of the fecond of December, the Auftrian general with a feleft body of eighteea; 
hundred men, under favour of a thick fog, attempted to take the|ifland by furprife ; 
they at firft were fuccefsful, but the French foon rallied and drove them off the ifland 
with great lofs. The Auftrian commander was killed on the fpot, and the republican gene- 
ral died of his wounds the next day. The Auflrians were faved from total deftruftioirin. 
their flight by the perfidy of certain Swifs officers, who guided them over the neutral ter- 
ritory of Bafle ; for which violation, on the requifition of the French, they were fent by 
the ma^iltrates of Bafle to prifon. Meanwhile the archduke had aflembled his force 
before Khel, and began to conftrucl batteries to bombard it. Finding the French deter- 
mined- to defend^ it, he refolvcd to form lines of circumvallation, and opened his trenches 

on the twenty-fifth of November, commencing with a cannonade -which lafted fifteen 

days without intermiflion, during which time the Auflrians were repuifed with great lols 
in various attacks. The obftinacy of the French and the feverity of the weather occafioned. 
the fiege to be flackened i. ut on the twenty-fifth of December it was renewed. The 
communication with Straiburg was deftroyed by the breaking of the bridge and the damage 

of the boats. The Auflrians having completed their fecond parallel, they attacked and 

carried the French camp and a battery called the Wolf-hole, which protected it. The. 

French thus driven into the fortrefs were rallied by general Lacombe, who led them on to 
the attack, and having made the retreat of his troops impoffible by deftroying the bridges,. 
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Tufced on to the conflict with fo much impetuofity that the Auftrians were completely 
broken, and obliged to fly with great lofs. The imperialifts in a few days returned to 

the attack, and took the camp again, and a redoubt, but after a bloody! -conteft both were 
,again retaken, and the Auftrians differed a great daughter. Khel was now reduced to a 
heap of ruins. The Auftrians in a third attack retained poffeffion of the camp. The 
French were now overwhelmed by the enemy's artillery, who had planted cannon clofe 
.to the very batteries, the communication was cut off; a capitulation was propofed by 
general Defaix, who waited in perfon on the archduke Charles. The -latter refufed the 
conditions propofed. Defaix refufed to make any alteration, and obferved that he ihould 
make ufe of his laft refource with relu&ance — " What refource have you left ?" enquired 
the Auitrian general ; Defaix replied that he retained only a certain number of determined 
men, and a fufficient quantity of powder, and fooner thanfubmit to a difhonorable capi- 
tulation he would blow up the Auilrian camp, and both the armies (hould perifh together. 
The archduke immediately figned the capitulation, and the French had twenty -four hours 
to remove all their (lores, and the artillery which they had employed in this glorious 
refinance. 

At fir ft fight this obftinate defence of a barren fortrefs, may appear wanton and fruit- 
lefs* But as the French could not advance into Germany from the circumftances of the 
army and the feafon ; the refi fiance at thofe fortreffes employed the -whole of the Auftri- 
.an force under the archduke, harraffed them, ieffened their force, deftroyed th*ir provifions, • 

and by preventing them from pufhing their force to the left of the Rhine faved that coun- 
try, and left fo much of the ground freed from obftru&ion againft his fecond glorious 
expedition into Germany : the archduke was likewife prevented from detaching part of 
his army to the alliftance of Alvinzy. 

The furrender of this fo'rtrefs clofed the campaign of 1706. A campaign which had 
•effected in the fpace of a few months more than had been ever before atchicved in the 
courfe of th'e longed: war; which had (haken Europe to its foundations, and fubje&ed the 
vail line from the frontiers of the northern fea to the Adriatic-gulph to the fway of the 
French republic. To the French it was in all points fortunate and glorious, for although 
their armies had been compelled to retreat from the-Danube and re-crofs the Rhine; yet 
the inyafion of Germany paralyfed the hoihle league againft them ; and befides relieving 
France from the burthen of war and the maintenance of its own armies, it had exhaulted 

the enemy qjid detached feveral powers from the alliance. • ■ 

Amidlt thefe triumphs the financial affairs of the republic continued to demand an a&ive 

regard. The bankers and merchants of the republic had been called upon to fuggeft to 
the minifter plans for the public fervice, and even an affembly of them was called to 
devife and deliberate upon means to revive public credit. On the tenth of December the 
directory communicated to the councils a ftate of the public wants in a very preffmg 
form, and urging, as on a former occafion, the immediate neceffity of relief, adding, 
that in all the different adminiftrations, down to the offices of fmalleft difburfement, the 
funds were in a ftate of decay bordering on deftru&ion. The remedy for thefe evils, the 
directory laid, was in the councils' giving their affent to the application of the laft part of the 
payments for the national domains, which aniounted-to eighty millions and was to be paid 
m money. Party had already become fo formidable in the council of five hundred, that 
the mtflage of the directory was paffed over unnoticed. It had been communicated with 
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fecrecy, but the manner in which it had been treated induced the directory to give 'it the 
utmoft publicity, in order to appeal to the patriotiftn of the people agaiiift the conduct of 
the council Camus, prefident of the commiffion appoiritedto enquire into the finances, 
found it neceffary to defend the council, and drew fuch a pi&ure of the public refourcc* 
as was highly flattering to the country. The truth however lay on both fides, the country 
pbfleffed the refources defcribed, but the revenue was exactly as ftated j the directory 
wifhed them realifed, and public opinion declared agaiiift the factious influence thas was 
manifefted to oppofe meafures fo eflential to the national profperity, Thefe circumftances 
caufed forae differences among the members of government which were fomented by 
perfons inimical to both parties, * * 

' Amidft the various negociations which in the courfe of the^year occupied the French 
government, that which England profeffed to open, engaged moft deeply the public at- 
tention of the two nations- The defection of powers from the coalition was an alarming 
teftimony of the French. power. Although the Auftrians and Prufiians appeared firfi 
in the war, it was well known that the Englifli court was from the beginning at the bot- 
tom of it, and was only restrained from an op.en declaration by the great weight of 
opinion among the Englifli people- Regarding England therefore as a wanton and un- 
provoked affa.ffin, the author of all the calamities which France had felt from war, fhe 
could fcarceiy look on the defolation that had taken place without abhorrence of the 
caufe of it. An offer from fo treacherous and faithlefs a power was naturally regarded 
with a jealous and fufpicious eye by the French government. There were befidc other 
circumftances, which rendered the overture doubly fufpicious. The time at which it 
was made, on. the eve of the opening of the Englifh parliament, when it was neceffary to 
the minifter's financial negociations* to make a favourable impreffioji on the monied intereft 
of that country ; and jult on the eve of the Englifh plenipotentiary Mahuftmry, fettim 
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out for Paris, another agent (Hammond) had been difpatched to Berlin to bribe the 
Pruffian monarch into a reunion in the hoftility againft France, Thefe circumftances 
were all perfeftly underflood by the French direftory when the minifter of foreign 
affairs, Charles Delacroix, received an official note demanding palTports for an envoy 
to open anegociation at Paris. The EngHfh minifter arrived, and on the twenty-fourth 
of O&ober prefented a memorial, in which he propofed the eflabiifhment of fome gene- 
ral principle on the opening of the negociation, which fhould ferve as a bafis for a 

definitive fettlement ; obferving that -the lirft object of a negociation for peace was gene- 
rally that of reftoring or giving up what had been taken from the refpe&ive parties 
during the war ; that England had no reftitution to demand, but by a feries of uninter- 
rupted fucceffes acquired numerous colonies of ineftimable value; ar 
hand France had made conqn efts from the allies of England, it was propofed to make 
proportional reftitutions f the bafis of the treaty. 

Delacroix in reply urged, that as Malmefbury fpoke in the name of the allies of Eng- 
land, it was to be prefumed that he had powers to treat for them. To this reply was 
made that Malmefbury teas not thus commiffioned ; but that as foon as the directory 
fhould agree to the principle, he wouM difpatch couriers to the feveral courts to give an 
account of the ftate of the negociation and to receive their inftru&ions. He was then 
afked if he would give any precife idea of the principle of reftitution fo far as concern-' 
ed England and France. To this he replied, that as foon as the dire&ory fhould explain 
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themfelves he would fend couriers for inftrn&ions. This mode of proceeding appeared 
in its true light to the directory, it looked fo much unlike the conduit of fitncerity, and 
fo truly refembled purpofed contempt, that neither the high ground upon which France 
flood, the credit of the government, nor the pride which the nation naturally felt at 
their triumphs over the aggrcflions of all Europe, would admit of receiving the difingenu- 
ous proceeding but with diftruft and refentmenu The anfwer was therefore (unable to 

thefe impreffions. It frankly declared that the mode adopted by the Englifh cabinet left 
the hope of peace very diftant ; that if the minifter had confined himfelf to his own 
court, upon which he profeffed to be authorifed, inftead of fetting up pretenfions for 
others, from whom he confelfed he had no authority, the negociation might be fhortened. 
It was added that as the declaration he had made- was not fupported by his credentials, 
fo he might have received fecr.et inftru&ions contnry. to thofe he profeifed ; that the 
Englilh cabinet did not appear fincere^ and had a double view in the prefent application, 
firft of hindering other powers from treating feparately, and fecond, of obtaining with 
greater facility the fupplies from the Englifh people for the continuance of the war. It 

was. further urged that the propofitions now nv\de differed from thofe made by Wick- 
ham fome months preceding, only that the form was more polite. With regard to the ' 
principle of reftitution, propofed to be made the bafis of negociation, it was from the 
confeilions of the envoy vague and indeterminate^ and as ibon as he fhould obtain full 

powers to treat from the courts concerned, the directory would then be ready to treat 
with him. 

Malmefbury, who had continually difpatched couriers to England from day to day a 
and received frefh inftructions ; replied to the note of the French minifter, and com- 
plained of the harfh tone of this laft note; he urged that the French government mik 
took the cowers with which he was entrufted, as he had no powers to treat feparately 
from the allies ; and he infifted that his powers w r ere adequate to the conclufion of a juft 
peace. It was however evident that having no powers to treat for the allies, they could 
not be bound by his ftipulations, nor could the directory have any fecurity for the fulfil- 
ment of any articles concluded upon in their names. 

Malmesbury again urged the meafure cf proportional reflitutions. He was requeued 

to point out the fpecific objects propofed; they expreffed their ignorance of any pacific 

difpofitions on the part of the allies, which he had alledged, they obferving on the con- 
trary, that the emperor had been the firft to break the armiltice on the Rhine. To this 
he replied that he was not authorifed to point out the fpecific objects until the principle 
was agreed upon, The frequency of the couriers difpatched to Enghnd upon the re- 
ceipt of every note became truly, ridiculous, 1 he directory, however, to fhorten the 
farce, t obferved that the adoption of the principle of reftitution propofed as a bafis of 
negociation could have been no real obfiacle, as it had been virtually adopted from the 
beginning on their part, the deficiency of powers being the only obfiacle in the way of 
it ; that in order to remove all cavil, they now formally recognifeJ it, and defired that 

the objects of reciprocal compenfiuion fhould be fpeedily and categorically pointed out- 

Malmefbury. thei-efore communicated two memorials, one of which wa^ propofed to be 
IbcreU The rirft propofed that France fhould cede Brabant and all the conquered country 

on the left of the Khine to the emperor, together with all that had been taken in Italy and 
sjfewhere ; that the court of Peter&urg fhouidhave lull liberty to interpofe in the negecia- 
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tion at any time, and that Portugal fhouid be comprehended in the treaty, and made free 
of all indemnification to France for the part (he had taken in the war. As a coinpenfa- 
tion for thefe ceffions, the French pofleffions in the Eaft and Well-Indies were to be 
reftored, and certain eftablifliments o^i the river St. Laurence, North America ; referving . 
neverthelefs to England the right of requiring a compenfation fir agreeing to the ceffion. 
of the Spanifli part of St. Domingo to France*- 

The fecond and fecret memorial refpe&ed Spain and the-Batavian republic ; it was ob- 
ferved that as no conquefts had then been made from the former, no reltitution was to 
be made. The Batayian republic was otherwife. fituated ; the re-eftablifhmem of the 
ftadtholderian government was urged as an indifpen able condition to induce the ceffioa 
of what had been- taken from them in the ? ; afl and Weft Indies : and: even in that cafe 
all was not to be reftored. Ir urged additionally, that in the matter concerning the Bata- - 
vian republic, the negociations fhouid not be conduced through the medium of France,, 
but between the Englifh and the Baravian governments diredtly ; but it was to be under— 
flood, that as an indifpenfable preliminary, the territory ceded by "the Batavian republic. 

to France fhouid be reftored, as the fafety of the Auftrian Netherlands would be com- 
mitted by the retention. 

"Thefe memorials having been prefented with a letter from Malmefbury, urging; his - 
anxiety to enter into explanations and to receive any counter.-projett on thtjir pai;t ; a 
meffage was returned by the minifter for foreign affairs, but inflead of the ufual form of 
a note, it was a bare extraft from the regifter of their deliberations, and contained a re- 
queft that the memorials fhouid be figned by Malmesbury, and requiring alio the ultima- 
tum of his demands in twenty-four hours Malmesbury without noticing the form of 
the meffage, complied with the requcft for affixing his fignature, but observed that the. 
peremptory demand of the ultimatum fhut the door on all negociation ; and added, that, 
if the proportions prefented by him were not fatisfa&ory, he would lay any they might, 
propofe before his court. At this point the negociation terminated, for on the reading 
of the memorials on the eighteenth of December, which were received the preceding day,, 
they ordered the minifter Delacroix to write to Malmesbury, that they could not hear 
nor had they powers co treat upon any propofition contrary to the conftitution and the* 

laws and treaties by which the republic was engaged ; and they added, that as the envoy: 
had found himfelf obliged on every minute occafion to difpatch couriers for advice to his 
court, the negociation in his hands was purely paflive, and his reiidence in Paris was of 
confequence fuperfluous and inconvenient, fincc the negociation might as well be carried 

on by the couriers themfelves ; they therefore enjoined him to leave Paris in forty-eight. 

hours- Paffports were demanded and granted, and he left Paris in the time prefcribed. 

The French people v. ere much diflatisfied at the difmiffion of the Englifh envoy, as in 
the firft ftages of the negociation the French government made it a point to give publi- 
city to all the documents interchanged, in a Journal which was under their patronage. 

Malmfbury had, however, remonftrated againft this publicity at a particular ftage, and 

the dire&ory aflented to proceed no t yrther in the publication. 'The public were then ir* 
poffeffion of the overtures, which bore a favourable alpeel externally, but the main 

articles of the memorials were now -undifciofed. They were however, no fooner pub- 
lifhed, than divided as the people were on the fubjett of the negociation, and anxious- 

as allclaffes were, for the return of p,eace, th.au the utmoft indignation fucceedeed an^. 
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pervaded all defcriptions of perfons. The extravagance and Impudence of the propofw 

tions were univerfally acknowledged, and thofe who had before inveighed againft the 
directory for their fuppofed rigidity now applauded them for their firmnefs and regard 
for the honor of their country and fidelity to their alliances, 

In thofe proportions the domineering infolence and boundlefs rapacity of the Englifli 
government was ftrikingly manifefi:ed. They propofed to treat for Portugal and "they 
wifhed to prerent France from treating for the Batavian republic, and at the fame time 
that they profctTed fo much earnefhiefs for the reftoration of the ftadthoider and his gov- 
ernment, they alfo wifhed France to reftore the ceded territory, while they who had 
involved the Dutch in all their miferies declared that rhey would not reftore the territories 
of which they had plundered them! France that had conquered all Europe united, that 
had formed nevy and binding alliances with feveral of thofe powers which flie had beaten 
out of the coalition, powers which fhe had obliged likewife to guarantee the indepen- 
dence of the Batavian republic was called upon to break her treaties and guarantees, to 
relinquifh her conquefts, and to facrifice even the colonies of thofe very people who had 
been involved in the war by England. Tfie interefts'of the Batavian republic were in- 
deed fo interknitted with thofe of France, that the Englifli mizjiftry mufl have been con- 

fcious that the ncgociation could never fucceed merely upon the prepofterous nature of the* 

points that concerned her. 

The French government had in the courfe of the year, turned its attention to a pro- 
ject of hofrility againft the Englifli government, which if fuccefsful would have decided 
the fate of that nation as a great power. Preparations had been making during the 
iummer, and information had been obtained by the directory, from perfons efpecially fent 
to Ireland concerning the dilpofitions of the people of that country. It was found that 

the cruelty and oppreffion of the Englifli government was fuch in that place, that of 
upwards of four millions and a half of people, thofe affected to the government did not 

actually exceed above an eighth of the whole. That of the remaining feven eighths more 
than one half were warmly difpofed to rifle every thing to fhake off the Englifli yoke, 
•una that the reft were fo much abforbed in ignorance and mifery, that a powerful landing, 
made, would effectually decide them againft their oppreffors under whom they groaned 
in fullemefs and defpair. It was found that the ufual artifice of the Englifli nation, and 
by which it had kept that country in chains for more than fix hundred years, the excite- 
"ment of religious hatred and jealoufy, had now failed of its ufual effects, and the fe&s 
which had been yoked in the uioft conftant and relentlefs hoftility againft each other, 
by whoje divifvM England conquered^ had from their common oppreflion learned to con- 
fider the unhappy delufion in which they had been foftered, and were ready to break 
their bonds on the heads of their tyrants. The French government very juftly confidered 

Ireland as the great depot from whence England drew immenfe bodies of men for her 
armies and navy, as a great magazine from whence fhe drew a great abundance of the 
firft neceiTaries of life, fupplies for her navy and the bafis of her woollen manufacture, 
and as her firft mart for the confuniption of the Englifli fabrics and manufactures. To 

rend that arm from England was to reduce her to the rank of one of the third clafs of 

ftates from that of the firft. This ftate of things in Ireland rendered it only neceflary 
to fend a moderate force with a large fupply of ammunition and arms, under the 
protection of a fmall fleet. The only difficulty lay in efte&ing the landing. The French 
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had dunng s the laft century feveral times thrown troops into » Ireland, and with very" 
considerable 'fleets had entered the Irifli ports. In the fpacious bay ofBantry on the faurh- 
weft coatt of that jflaad, ihe French, fleet ha<d defeated an Englift one fuperior in num- 
bers, and had at other times anchpred there. The diftance of that bay from the chie 
port of Ireland, 'the great ftpreliQufe for provifions^ was only two Hays jnarch for an 
army from it, and the country was in that ftate of difcontentr and ill defended that a 
landing mud have the moft affur.ed fuccefs. Thefe confederations encouraged the equip- 
njent,.and, it. was -about to fail when the Englifh miniftry difpatched the 'overtures for 
■.a peace, \yhiGh occasioned the fufpenfipn of the expedition for a fiw days. The fquad- 
rpn intended to convoy the tro.ops and (lores confifted of eighteen {hips of the line, 
thirteen frigates, twelve floops, with tranfports having on board 25,000 men, under the 
command of general Hoche. The fleet left the inner roads of Breft on the tentli of 
December,; and in going out of the paflage of the Raz, one of the line of battle (hips 
was . loft ajjd another damaged and rendered unfit for fea ; it was fome days before 
theyi had.wders to put out, as the negociations pending rendered it neceffary* The 

Eagli(h miniftry appear to have been deceived in the objed of this expedition, for as 
t^e-Frendi. publicly declared that its deftination was Ireland, that was confidered only as 



^elude attention from another object, fuppofed to be J 



fettlements, 

. The inclement feafon in which the expedition was undertaken, appears by the event 
to have been badly chofen; the motives for the choice, however, were judicious as^the 
fa$, ( provecj, for noUyithftanding the boafted power of the Engliih navy, the French 
fleet and it's, convoy adually arrived off that coafl in defiance to a fevere ftorm which 
Separated them, and which obliged feveral of the (hips to return to port. The French 
divifi on under admiral Bouyette, confifting of eight (hips and feveral frigates and tranf- 
ports a&uaily anchored in Bantry-bay, where they remained four days, expecting the 
admiral and the commander in chief, who had both embarked in a large frigate which 

was feparated in the ftorm and never joined them. As Hoche was the only perfon en- 
trufted with the orders of the government, Bouvette judged it Expedient not to purfue 
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would have given way to the general wifti ; the troops in the bay amounted to 1 5,000 
men, and notwithstanding their being vifible four days, no military force appeared, and 
the difpo.fition of the country-people was ftrongly indicated by their ^ driving ■ flocks of 
fheep and black .cattle do\vn to the fhore ; the pilots gave alfo fuch information as en-* 
•courage.d a landing, and feveral Irifli officers who were on board, well known in the 
.cduntry, and capable of forming the heft judgment of the fuccefs of fuch an enterprize, 
-were! in common with the French commander of the military, eager to land the troops. 
The wind which had hitherto blown from the fouth-weft,' and which was fo favourable 
. to a landing and unfavourable, to their return, encouraged the hopes of the adventurers, 
but Bouvette had refolved to return in fpice of the remonftrances of the military comman- 
der. A change . of wind occurring, Bouvette hoifted his fignal for failing, and on the 
^hirty-firft of December the fquadron returned to Bred, where he arrived in fafety, 

^without having feen. an .Engliih fliip. One frigate was taken by the Englifh ; (he had been 

difma#ea in the. gale j another veflel with warlike ftores was alfo captured } and a fliip of 
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the line that had been feparated from the fleet, after encountering two Englifli (hips of the 
line, was run on fliore by the captain in order to prevent her falling into the hands of the 
enemy* Bouvette on his return to port was put under arreft, on the accufation of a mi- 
litary officer, and he certainly merited punifliment, as the ftate of the defence of Ireland 
at that time fufficiently proved, and as there was conclufive evidence that had only a thou- 
sand French marched to Cork, it would have been furrendered to them with provifions 
deftined for the Englifli navy to the value of three millions fterling, and that they would ■ 
have had auxiliaries already pra&ifed in the ufe of arms to the number of 150,000 men 
and upwards. The Englifh troops in the whole Ifland at that time, including the Scotch 

regiments, did not exceed 18,000, the remainder confiding of Irifh regulars amount to 
about 24,000, befide militia amounting to about 40,000, three fourths of which, with: 
all the lrifh artillery, as fine a corps as any in Europe, would have inftantly declared for 
the country, and joined the republicans. The Englifh government were not long igno- 
rant of the good fortune which the winds and the mifcondud of the French vice-admiral 
favored . them with ; as they foon after augmented the Englifh and Scotch troops in Ireland 
to the amount of 60,000 men, and removed not only the whole of the lrifh artillery to 
the Weft-Indies, but drafted the regular lrifh regiments in fmall numbers among the 
regiments in England and Scotland, and fent feveral whole regiments abroad to the 
colonies. The French government, however, did not relinquifh the project of invading 
Ireland, and frefh preparations were made in the next year, when the whole plan was 
fruftrated by the communication of the defign to the Englifh miniftry, from fome perfons 
m the confidence of government- The plans and all that concerned it were under 
the care of the dire&or Carnot, who was implicated in the vaft confpiracy in the next 
year to overthrow the government, which he had fo large a fhare in eftablifhing by his 
talents. It has never been faid that he communicated the defign to the Englifh minifters, 
but it certainly was betrayed from his department, and at the prefent period he can neither 
.fce accufed nor exempted from the criminality. In the year 1798, however, the plan 

feems to have been revived and blended with a more extenfive projeft of ii^vafion againfi: 

England, concerning which the authentic evidence will become a part of future hiftory* 
Whoever attempts to lay open the tranfadlions of nations and public men fhouldTbe 
above the reach of power, and indifferent alike to enmity or fear ; intereft of every kind 
Jhould-be out of his contemplation, and devoted to truth alone he fhould alike fpurn 
the trammels of prejudice and the animofity of corruption ; of ambitious jealoufy, and 

of every fpecies of fattion. Neither (hould he confine himfelf to a bare recital of the 

^jtranfaftion that are produced forhiftory, or of the attions alone of thofe who are con- 
cerned in them, but he fhould endeavour as much as in him lies to open the motives and 
principles from which they took their rife, and upon which they proceeded to their iflues. 
When in public tranfa&ions in which all parties are concerned, fome perfons are of ne- 

cefiity and others from choice more than ordinarily confpicuous, it is not barely fufficient 

to mention their names. The hearts of the a&ors Ihould be opened if poflible, and 
ihe reader let into his motives and defign*, and favoured with a fight of thofe fecret 
fprings which moved them in their entcrprizes. If fuch narrations ftufh the faces of 
living characters . It will be with them to ihew that the fufpenfion* is not the efFeft of 
ce&febus fhame, but of offended innocence ; but unlefs it is fo fliewn the hiftorian' 

sgmft be juflificd,. fi&ce opeu only to truth and convi£tioa> the page uiuft confer infamy 
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when it is didated by any other motive than that which hiftory demands— hiftory is philo- 
sophy teaching by example. 

Among thofe nations of Europe from which America receives the bulk of her literary 
produ&ions, the freedom of the prefs is more or lefs reftrained, and' tranfaft ions in which 

thofe nations are concerned are either from fear, apprehcnfion or partiality very fre- 
quently reprefented without a ftricl regard to fidelity. This difadvantage unfortunately is' 
not confined to the people among whom it originates, but extends its influence too often 
over the unfufpeding minds of other nations* That while the produ&ions of foreign prefs 
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fes are received as oracles and the perfeft ftandard of literary and political inveftigation,. 
the genius of America rarely ventures beyond the bounds of an aphemerai pamphlet, con- 
tent id be tributary to other nations for ideas and opinions in common with their manu- 
factures. 

In treating of the French revolution their fentiments may at firft fight appear irreve- 
lant ; but a clofer confideration will {hew, that in touching upon that part of the French: 
hiftory which relates to the American republic, the fuhjeft which mod concerns the peo- 
ple where this volume is rapidly ftretched (hould not be taken up with the lightnefs of a 
mere topic of amiifement, but examined in allies latitude. On this account then, it ap^ 
pears to be neceffary in America to obviate the common difregard in which Americans too 
generally bold the productions of their own country, and to claim for the view which is 
now to be taken of the tranfa&ions with France that difpaffionate confideration to which 
the opinions of every rrian who exprefies himfelf which decency is entitled to. 

While this hiftory is yet committing to the public eye, the differences that have arifen- 

between tne French and American governments, are placed in a very delicate ftate of fuf- 
penfe. The fentiments that may be delivered here will not, from their limuted circulation r 

the obfeurity of the author, and much more from the unhappy ftate of party, be likely to 

obtain any cbnffderable (hare of regard or notoriety ; but they may ferve to afford, what 
is the beft ufe of all hiftory, important obje&s of reflection to thofe whofc attention may 
be turned fiprioufly to the fubjeft. 

The evil and the good fortune of nations is too often dependent on accidents, on trivi- 
al caufes,/on the violent paflions or the weaknefles of a few individuals. It is from this- 

circumftance that popular governments on the wideft poflible bafi* are fo much preferable, 
to the extremes of an individual or partial authority. It is to guard againft the frailties or 
the vices of individuals that free nations have taken from thc.inagifterial office the power 
of involving nations in war i and this improvement in government has not only been 
found falutary in the experiment, but ages have difplayed how fatal the want of fueh a 

principle has proved in the adminiftration of various governments. All the wars of Eu- 
rope have originated in the madnefs of a few individuals. There is no inftance on record: 
of a free people having embarked in a war of aggreflion. There is fome" danger of A- 
merica being involved in a war, and the hiftory of the rife of that danger is therefore a 
inoft interefting topic. It has been already difcuffed in Europe, and it cannot be difguifed 
that in both the nations with whom America has been involved politically the reputation, 
of the American people and government have been attacked, but without equal juftice. 

In order to a juft comprehenfion of the fubje&, it will be neceifary to go back to a 
period long anterior to the French revolution, in order to fhew the grounds of fubfifting 

difference*. Before the vifible dawn of American freedom, the colonies were known ta 
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Europe but as the magazines from which England'drew materials for her fabrics, her 
manufactures, and her commerce, or as a mart which England had infured for thefale 
of her manufactures to the exclufion of all the world. The war of 1755 and the peace 
'of 1763, threw a momentary eclat over the American character, which would have ceaied 
with the remembrance of the war, were there ho new circumftances to call forth atten- 
tion- An obfcure man, a native of America, penetrating the gloom in which this vaft 
continent was obfcured* by the force of natural genius and the ftrength of his mind, 
placed himfelf without effort among the firfb* philofophers of the age. The nova 1 but 
unaffedled fimplicity of his character and manners, and the novelty of America pro- 
ducing fuch a man, at a critical period, threw a radiance round his country which while 

it centred in him extended the regard to all his countrymen. An affociation of ideas very 
natural to man, combined the American planter or farmer with the philofopher j the 
charms of the climate and the independence of the cultivator, the joys of •abundance 

and the happy (late of rural innocence, were all topics too fafcinating not to, excite an 
affe&ion or a refpecl for thofe who poflefied them ; the moral apothegms of Franklin foon 
became as celebrated as his philofophical experiments were new and fuccefsfal,. and 
Europe learned to confider the American people: as a ; fociety whsfe 1 wifdom an d : virtue 
. rivalled if not furpalfed the claffical Arcadians- 3 ... ■ •■• ;« , - , ; , . 

The eftabliihment of the poft-oflices in America, and the. proceedings at ^Albany in 
1754 were foon found to have in them the hand of a matter in politiqs, : and the immor- 
tal examination before the Engltth privy. council ftamped the ;feal q£> gi^eatnefs on the 
.American name in the eyes ©f Europe. From thenceforward the. w;6rld bfcfaiiie interefted 
in the American chara&er, and admiration foon foeenme love* It. \Va$ ufijder ihefe im- 
prdlions, which pervaded all Europe, but efpecially the minds :of.. the learned, that the 
American revolution commenced. The celebrated Farmers's Letters tended; to inqreafe 

the paffions of Europe in behalf of America. Franklin, whofc fame :ha!d"alre^y opened 
him a free correfpondenoe with the literati of the European continent.,'.. was, with perfect 
wifdom difpatched to France, where he found the public, mind greatly influenced by men 
of letters, peculiarly prepared to give him the molt .flattering reception. ^Ttie father of 
the American liberties became the object of. general refpedt and lo\1e, and the opinions 
which had been before propogated concerning the chara-fter of the Americans were 

found realized in the chearfui fimplicity and the: .temperate equanimity of the philofophic 
envoy. • • ;! , '.. ' ■* : 

Vergennes whofe principles united the arbitrary ipolicy:of- the Freneh court with the 
refined knowledge of a country peculiarly diftinguifhed . by. .literature, became the fociai 
friend of Franklin \ his unaffe&ed manners his fenfible. gracefulness, had obtained a fort 
of influence over the French minifter, that he -afted as if :he were .afhamjed to purfue 

with the American the wily infmcerity pra&ifed with, courtiers. The modem dip- 
lomatic character is the narroweft fphere of ! fociety in: which a . man, of principle* can 
be placed j recognized only. as a fpy,' and known to be generally. fele&ed from mep defti- 
tute of moral integrity, their. prefence forbids intercourfe. by a reciprocity iof fufpicion. 
But Franklin by plain manners and an utter ;contempt for afFeftation overturned all thefe 
obftacles, and inftead of being confidered as ambafladors ufually .deferve to be, he was 
efieemed as a new and different -charadeii, and. his circle of -fociety became as eytenfive 

as he could defire, and circumscribed only by his avocations and by w^i.t qf ^dequatg 
leiiurg, — 
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j .Under fuch fort unate au(;plces 5 /the; principal difficulties to a negociation were eafily 
removed., and after .a fhort refidence, an alliance was formed, which was of more advan- 
tage to- American independence, than an army of 30,000 men at the fame period. This 
negociation produced, tvvo treaties, one of which was wholly amicable and commercial, the 
Other eventual ?in&>d'cf^^ with general fatisfaction in Paris, on 

the, fixth day of , February, 1778, 

. The examination- of thefe treaties, and of. all the other circumftances under which they 
were formed, prefents an example of generofity in political tranfaftions that is at once 
as extraordinary as it js rare and honourable to the negociators and the nations concluded 

m it, They exhibit the firft'eyiderice of philofophy in modern times, blending true liber- 
ality;, yritli. diplomatic .proceedings^ - - The commercial treaty declared that thebafis of the 
agreement fliouldjbe y. The mojl perfeft equality and reciprocity, and by carefully 
avoiding , all thofe k burthenfome preferences which are ufually fources of debate, em- 
6€ barraffment and, difcontent ; by leaving each party at liberty to make, refpefting 
navigation and commerce, fuch interior regulations as fliould be found mod convenient 
to itfelf, and by founding, the advantage of commerce folely upon reciprocal utility, 
" and the ft rift rules of free intercourfe ; referring withal to each party the liberty of 
cc admitting) at its. pleafure other nations to a participation of the fame advantages/' By 
the fecond; article of the fame treaty it was ftipulated, that the parties tfc fliould not 
i c grant any particular favour to other nations, in refpeft to commerce and navigation, 
? c which (hall not immediately become common to the other party, who (hall enjoy the 
4 fame, favour freely, if the concefiion was freely made, or on allowing the fame com- 
\ c penfation if the conceflion was conditional." 



Ci 



cc 



The fame treaty provides by the fuccceding articles for mutual immunities in their 
ports, and- for reciprocal convoys of their fhips at fea ; for the interpofition of the French 
government with the powers of Barbary to protect American commerce; for. the ex- 
emption of Americans from the Droit d'Aubaim in France ; and concerning the mode cf 

treatment on the ftoppage of veflels of either power, fufpefted of carrying contraband 

goods- By the j^rtht. article it is ftipulated that <€ It fhaii be-lawful.Tor the (hips of war 
of either party, and privateers, freely to carry wherever they pkafe the fhips and goods 
cc .taken from their enemies, without being obliged to pay any duties to the officers of 
"the admiralty or any other judges; ;nor (hall fuch prizes be arretted or feized when 
" they^come to or enter the port of either party; nor (hall the fearchers or other 
f* officers of thofe places fearch the fame, or make examination concerning the lawful- 

f 5 ne(s of fuch prizes ; but they may hoift fail at any time, and depart and carry their 
prizes to the places expreffed in thfeir commiffions, ' which the commanders of fuch 

" fhips of war (hall be obliged to fiiew : On the contrary, no refuge or flielter (hall be 
cc givjen in their ports to fuch as (hall have made prizes of the fubjefts of either party ; 
f c ♦but if fuch fhall come in, being forced by ftrefs of weather, or the danger of the 
xc fea, all proper means fhall be rigoroufly ufed that they go out and retire from thence 
u as foon as poifible." The 21ft article declares that perlbns of either nation taking 
out -com millions from any third power at war with either of them, to take a part in 
hoflilities againft either of .the allied dates, inJavour,of fuch third (late, fhall be punifh- 
cd as a pirate. The 23d article prohibits the fale of any veffel or goods taken from either 

of the parties being fold or exchanged in the ports of one or the other. The 24th article 
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people of each nation may fail- with full fecuVityv and; carrying all 



manner of merchandize to 



ng to a nation at enmity 



with the other, making in all cafes the goods free on board the neutral '(hips of the con 
trading patties, aftual contraband only excepted j and the fame freedom extended to 
perfons on board the fhip of either nation when neutral, notwithftanding fuch per* 
fons may a&ually be the enemy of the other party,- foldiers in a&ual fervice only 
excepted. The 25th article defcribes what fhall and (hall not be deemed contraband ; 
among the former only are comprehended all aclual wariifee-ftores i- and' among the" 
articles exempted are " all forts of clothes, and other manufa&ures of wooL flax, Alk* 
" cotton, gold and filver-. coined and uncoined,, tin,' iron, latten,« "copper, - brafs, coals ; 



orn or pulle 
butter, ^beer 
; which fefvt 



V furthermore all kinds of . cotton, hemp, flax, ' tari pitch, ropes, ^cables, fail£ y faiU 
c< cloth, anchors, and any part of anchors, alio ^ihips^ marts, plaliks, boards; and 

" beams of what trees loever, and other materials proper for building or repairing 
Ihips," and all other things not therein fpecified, which /have 'not-been- worked up into 

any inftrument or weapon for war by fea or Iai\d and reputed contraband ; : to /be* carried 
to all places at all times excepting only u places belonging to an enemy which are be- 

befieged, blockaded, or invefted." The 25th article 'Concerns ■ Tea-letters, 1 dr .the 
role d* equipage 1 which are ftipulated to be recalled every year. The 29th article ftipu- 

lates the tv mutual liberty of having in the ports of each - other eonfuls, /vice' confuIs y 
agents, and commiffaries, whofe fun&ions fhall be regulated by a particular agree- 

ment. 



at 



9> 



The treaty of defenfive alliance, after the ufual preliminaries, in. the feebnd article 
ftates, " That the effential and direct end of 'the £re(ent defenfive alliance, is to main«» 

dependency, abfolute and unlimited of 



<r the faid United States, as well, in matters of! government as d.f commerce/' ' Th 



fifth provides 6C That in cafe the Bermudas fhou Id he conquered, they mould become 
incorporated with or dependent on the United States/' By the frxth the pofleflions to 
which France might have a prcftimprive claim ori account of pofifcflion before the peace 



America 



ii H r 1— 

46 mutually guarantee from, the prelent time and for ever, againft all other powers, to 
cc wit the United States, the prefent poifeflions of France in -America, as welt as thofs 
" which may be acquired by a future treaty of peace/' and on the part of France the 
" liberty, lovereignty, and independence," in government and commerce and f all addi- 
tions or conquefts made by the confederation during the war, 4 * to be fixed and aflured 
ic to the faid ftates at the moment of the ceftation of the war with England/* The twelfth 
article declares—" That in order to fix more precilely the fenfe and application of the 



preceding article, the contracting parties declare, that in cafe of a rupture between- 

<fi France and England, the reciprocal guarantee declared in the faid article fhall have its 
**■ full force and elfeft, the moment fiich war Ih all break out ; and if fuch war (ball hot 
take place, the mutual obligations of the faid guarantee {hail not commence until the 
moment of the reflation ci the prefent war between the United Stales and England, 

^ *. — _ a m\ mm m m M m\ a V 



fliall have afc.ertajae.d their pofleffious* 3 ? 
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it is from the enemies of both countries the heft evidence on this point is to be derived. 
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the circumftances.in which (he herfelf ftood, of the exigency under which the foliciting 
party was placed, nor of any provifion for a contingency either in point of expenditure . 
Oi 'future remuneration of any kind. 

The whole appears rather as the facrifkes of an affe&ionate friendfhip than the cald- 
ftipulations of a felfifti diplomacy ; it was the emanation of the fpirit of the characters 
arid circumftances that produced it. To America there was a direft, immediate, and; 
ftupendaus good, in return for which France was to be entitled for a remote and circum- 
scribed advantage ; a privilege which could not be confuiered as an equivalent exclufive, 
of the remotenefs. This privilege was fuch as prioriry of engagements and benefits- 
might have produced without regard, to the magnitude of the favors ; fince the advantage, 

was to be in faft rniitual. This was in the privileges allowed by the feventeenth article 
above ftated, of palling their (hips of war and prizes into the ports of the United Stalest, 
during a future pofli N bie war, without the officers of. the United States taking cognizance 
of the validity or invalidity of the capture, and without exacting any duty or making 
any fearch 5 and at the fame time excluding the enemies of France from a fimilar privi- 
lege. At the period of the treaty this ftipulation could be of no advantage to France,. 

as the ftrength of America was not fuch- as- to make good the guarantee on her part in the 
firlY inftance, and the prize privilege of necelfity-was for that war nugatory, both parlies 
being foon after engaged in it. ^ ^ 

" A "fpirit of faction -and intrigue had prevailed to an irnmenfe extent, during the revo- 
lution, but it had been concealed with laudable addrefs from public observation ; men who 
had embarked from an inevitable necefliry or from ambition in the general revolt, faw that 
America at woril could' only be reduced to her colonial condition by defeat, and that in 
the event of her triumph, they fhould ftand a fair chance for rank and confluence in the 
American nation encouraged by the fuccefs of the public caufe, they extended their views 
strid cherifhed Iv>pu:s of ambition*- As- more recently in the French revolution all parties 
were united while there was danger to-be apprehended from the predominant power of 

the king, fo the moment that the danger was removed by his fall the fpirit of fiction was 
diiplayed, and a druggie was exhibited wherein the only true queftion was which party 
fhould pofiefs power. In America the paffions of faction did not proceed to fuch extremes, 
they were reftraiuedby internal weaknefs, by the remotenefs of the legiflative members from 
each other, and by the well known fad that the number of royaiifts in .the United States 

was confiderable enough to be dangerous, Ihould congrefs be divided. The efforts of 
private ambition were thus confined to the creation of parties under one or another leader, 
or to the acquifitionof particular men to one or another fide: It is well known, however, 
that during the revolution, men the molt diftinguiftied have been retained in the firfl: 
places of truit only by the fuccefs of one party, in a political intrigue- Such occurrences 
are perhaps inseparable fyojn the nature of man in fociety, it is only their confequences 

which ihould be confidered, in order that men by guarding againft remote or apparently 
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trivial evils may prevent them from fweiling into aflli&ions,* fatal to a nation through all 

pofterity. ^ ^ # . ^ 

The negociations at Paris in 1783, like the fall of the monarch in ten years after, gave, 
the fignal for party conteft, and the annals of America exhibit the phenomenon in politics 
.of her minifters at the clofe of their country's triumph, engaged in a clandeftine corref- 
pondence and defaming their fellow minifter, to fecure to themfelves the reputation of 
having accomplithed what the character of Franklin only could have ever obtained, Hif- 
tory, which difclaims all bias and which owes every tribute to the memory of the glorious 

dead, will not ftoop to name rhofe who were the defamers of Franklin, on that Qccafion. 

Bat it is connected with the prcfent ftate of America to ftate the fa£ts, for at that period 
was laid the foundation of thofe dangers which now threaten America, and which, if 

not averted by the public voice, will entail on pofterity all thofe afflictions with which 

war, ambition, and national hatreds have curfed nations. 

In the fecret proceedings of party in America fince the period of 1783, little has been 
publicly difplayed ; but in private and in the meafures propofed from time to time, in 
the convention of 1787, and from thence to this day, the fame undeviating pertinacity, 
the fame inflexible avidity, the fame machiavelian fyftem of political duplicity, have been 
gradually fapping the foundations of American liberty; under every acceflible form has 
the republican government been aflailed, and even in adminiftering to her afflictions 

Ihe has been {tabbed in the vitals by the very hands fucceflively appointed to heal her 
wounds. 

The efforts that were made to reduce the United States to a monarchy, were barely 

unfuccefsful. It was to public opinion only that the failure can be with jufticeattributed ; 
for it has been acknowledged on all hands, that thofe who propofed a monarchical form 
were much more alert than the friends of an equal reprefentative government. 

The French revolution opened new objefts of hope and of fear. Ambition alternately 
panted and trembled. The enormities fomented by the common enemy of France and, 
America, the cruelties of a few monfters in France, that like Arnold or Kirke, would 
deluge their country with their kindred blood r ,* foon pre fen ted occafionsto the enemies of free- 
dom which their hopes had never anticipated to gratify ambition. Under the colour of the 
ruin that had defclated France, freedom itfelf was difparaged of its bleflings, and republican 
government was traduced^ becaufe a nation attacked by all Europe, diftradted by fadti'on, 
and expofed to hired afiaffi nation, had been deluged with blood. But it was not thefe hor- 
rors that alarmed men adverfe to free government, it was the dangers to which ambition 

was expofed by the prevalence of thofe equal principles which France had borrowed from 

America and- enlarged and promu!ged as the common right of mankind. 

That fuch difpofitions prevailed in America required the moft fullen incredulity to 
doubt. It has been manifefted in a thoufand (hapes, and every day's progreffive ads dif- 
plays it in tenfold deformity. 

An Englifli writer in difcuffing the current hiitory of the year 1796, t fays — "While 
France by the fuccefs of her arms was leffening the number of her enemies in Europe, fhe 
found her influence decreaiing in the United States of America. Though little was to 
have been expe&ed from national gratitude, it was fuppofed that national honor would 

* See one Arnold's public addrefs after his treachery. 

f New Annual Regifter printed at London for 1796* 
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have prevented the American government from feizing the opportunity when the French 

republic was ftruggling for her political exiftence, to throw herfelf into the arms of her 
•mod potent enemy. It was therefore with equal furprize and indignation that the French 
government he^rd of the conclufioh of the treaty formed by Mr« fay between that colitU 
try and England, the tenor of which was fo evidently in oppofition to treaties alreadv 
exiftiug. between America and France, that it wis concluded that an open breach between 
the two. countries muft have been the immediate confequence/' 

, When fuch is the opinion entertained of the conduft of our government in the eyes of 
that nation favored by its partiality, what muft be the reflexions of the difpaflionate 

American? But wc (hail continue the hiftory from this Englifn authority and fubioin 

fuch illuftrations as have either paflfed over unnoticed, or were unknown to the writer. 
<s For fome time pail the conduct of the American administration had towards ths 



(French.) republic been diftant and ceremonious.; nor did- the recal and difgrace of 

Genet, .the French ambaffador, whofe perfonaj altercations with the prefident had led* the 
French government to make this folemn aft of reparation, efFeft any changes in its favor. 
There is no doubt but the conduct of Genet was contrary to that fpirit of moderation 
which a perfon in. his official ftation ought to have obferved ; but the peculiar fituatibn of 
the French republic fhould have led the American government to have mai*e great allow- 
ances, efpecially when the fyftem of the propagande which it was faid to have been at- 
tempted to be introduced into America, by order of the committee of the revolutionary 
regime, had been formally disclaimed by thofe r who afterwards held the reins of the 
French! government. 



" A momentary gleam uf reconcilement had been thrown acrofs the (hade of dif- 
content, by the arrival of a new ambaflador, Mr. Monroe, from America; whofe poli- 
tical principles were .known to be exaftly oppofite to thofe of his predeceffor Mr. Morris; 
and the language of fraternity and congratulation was once more heard at the bar of the 
national convention. - ~ ' " 

" The.negociation for a treaty with England, taught the French what value they were to fix 
on thefe new profeflions of national amity, and what confidence was to be repofed in the 
benevolence of ! a government, the ftandard of whofe attachment, it was faid was to be 
-known only by that of its avarice- The treaty itfelfjwas lefs heeded in France than the 
difpofttiom which led to its formation* It was obferved that certain articles in this- treaty 
not only infringed on the one concluded between the United States and the French* 
nation, in 1778, but were direft violations of it. In that treaty, for inftance, the 
United States formally guaranteed to the French their colonies in the Weft 'Indies int 

cafe of attack ; in the "prefent, even fupplies fent to thefe colonies are flared to be illegal 
commerce ; It was expected that a treaty fo hoftile to the intereft of France, and fo 
contrary fo that fpirit of neutrality which was the obvious intereft of the American go- 
vernment to obferve, would not have been fanftioned by the American legiflature, Not- 
withftanding the predominancy of the EngiHh influence in the (American) Senate, and 
the disfavour of the prefident towards- French principles, were well underftood to exift., 
yet it was fuppofed that the change which had taken place in the fituation of France, 
and i hat of Europe fince the negociation had been opened, would have led the Ameri- 



can legiflature to refufe its ratification. But although it was evident from the dtcifion of 
Congrefs, what was .the general fentiment of the people in America refpe&irig this 
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treaty, the French government heard with indignation of this legalized preference {hewn 
to the Englifh intereft. 

" An intercepted letter from the prefident of the United States, addreffed to Mr. 
(Governear) Morris, who had been lately the American ambaflador in France, and who- 
then officiated as the fecret agent of the American government of the United States in 
London, had already difcovered to the directory the hoftile views of the government of 
the United States. This letter dated from Philadelphia, the 21ft of December, 1795, 
was a detailed anfwer to various letters of Mr. Morris refpe fling the pending negociation,. 
The prefident complained highly of the haughty conduft of the Englifh adminiftration^ 

and of the arbitrary meafures which they had purfued, and which they were continuing 

- to purfue, with reipedt to the American navigation. He requefted Mr, Morris torepre- 
' fent to the minifter not only the injuftice, but the impolicy of this conduft, particularly 

at a time when it was fo much the intereliof England to -conciliate the minds of the in- 
habitants of the United States to the acceptance of the treaty. He detailed the efforts 
he had made, and the difficulties he had undergone, to overcome the wayward difpofi- 
tion of .his countrymen towards French politics, the abettors of which were the chief 
opponents of the treaty in queition j which, however, he faid, had the approbation and- 
iandlion of the greater and more refpe£lable part of the community. His main objeflv 
prefident Wafhiagton obferved, — the only objeft which oughc to be kept in view, was* 
peace, which he was moil anxious to preferve, and if America was happy enough to< 
keep herfeif out of European quarrels, {he might from the increafe of her trade, from: 
fecuring the monopoly of being the carrier of the world,, vie in twenty years with the 
modi formidable powers of the earth. 

" This letter laved from the wreck of the'Bofton packet, which foundered on the 

coafl of France, was confidered as decifive evidence of the difpofitions of the Ameri- 
can government towards the French republic ; of the intrigues carried on with the 

Engliih ; and naturally awakened thofe feelings of refentment which naturally arife 

from a^ fenfe of injury heightened by ingratitude; and excited alfo a defire of dis- 
play ing that refentment. Various were the reprefenfations made to the executive- 
power of France to calm the indignation which thefe provocations had raifed* It 

was alleged on the one hand, that the attempts made by the late committees of govern- 
ment to revolutionize America, had not been forgotten ; that the Engliffi party taking 
advantage of the imprudence of the agents of the French republic, had acquired an un- 
due preponderance in the counfels of the executive power of the United States ; that 
this alienation was only temporary, arifing on the one hand from the dread of the Englifh, 
and on the other, from the powerlefs ftate of the French republic at that period ; from* 
whom they could in cafe of need hope for no afliftance j that it would be very proba- 
ble the 'ratification of the treaty would be refufed by the congrefs ,. and that the general* 
diflike of the inhabitants of the United States to anyferious connexion with the Englifll' 
government, was a decided faft, whatever might be the difpofition of the executive 
power ; that a declaration, of hoftilities againft the United States would be detrimental ta 
the caufe of the republic, by Icffening the number of its friends.; and tharit was proba- 
ble the enfuing election for the prefidentfhip would produce fuch changes in American* 
politics as might prove more beneficial to the interefts of France than the moft brilliant 
and decided fuccefs of her armies.. Thefe and other representations counteracted th§ : 
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effects of the difcovery made by the prefident's letter. The directory determined on 
continuing the femblance of friendship with the United States, and contented kfelf 
with following the fame conduct, with refpect to their veffels as England had obferved 
throughout the war." 

It is not in all cafes that Englilh authority can be fafely relied upon, and efpecially in 

fuch as particularly concern the interefts or the power of that country. But when ir* 
matters where that intereft is involved, and the liberality of the writer is fuch as to produce 
eircumftances which appear to militate with the national prejudices, the authority may be 
at leaft received with as much credit as is due to regular hiftory. According to this 
Englilh writer, then the American character merits the ftigma of a breach of national 
faith, and by the manner in which it is publHhed the imputation is not confined to a few 
individuals, to a branch of the gjveriuneir, but to all the nation. 

This Itatement is evidently deficient of thofe minuter fads which local eircumftances 
alone could furni/h. It is proper then, after giving the fentiments which are now become 
hiftory in a great part of Europe, from the popularity of the medium through which 
they are publiflied, to advert to fuch facts as are neceilary to illucidate the events which 
have led to the prefent national dilemma. ... ... 

By what has been before obferved, it was our apparent opinion that the prevalence of 
a party in the United States ; ; a -party formed in the moment that independence was efta- 
blifhed, had contributed to produce the unfortunate eircumftances in which the United 
States have been placed. An examinatr n of early events will further illuftrate this, 
opinion* 

The French nation had not yet conftitutcd its frame of government, after having decided" 
upon the formation of a republic, when the minifter Ternaut, then at Philadelphia, was. 
directed to communicate the event to the American government, which was done by a- 
letter of date the fix'rh of February, 1793, delivered on the thirteenth of that month. 
The American fecretary of (late replied on the twenty -third, by a cordial letter, reciprocal 

tingaffurances of good will in the name of the executive. 

On the eighth of April following, a new minifter, .Genet, arrived at Charlefton^ 

South Carolina, where he was received with the loudeft acclamations and congratulations. 
In ten days after his arrival at Charlefton, on the eighteenth of April, a feries of thirteen 
queftions were propounded by theprefident to the heads of departments, requefting them 
to come prepared with advice on a fubfequent day on each of thefe queftions.. It will bfe: 

obferved that the Engliih government had commenced depredations on France in the 
latter end of the year 1792, and had by a meafure unauthorifed by law detained feveral 
neutral veflels bound to France with grain; early in 1793 ^ e had difmifled the French g 
minifter Ohauvelin, which according to a treaty between France and England of 17 86*/ 
was agreed to be tantamount to a declaration of war- In February, 1793, France* in 
return, formally declared war againft England, on account of - this and various other 
aggreffions. The queftions above mentioned were framed in eonfequence of this event.: 
The- firft — " Shall a proclamation be iffued for the purpofe of preventing the interference 
of the citizens of the United States, in the war between France and Great Britain, &c?* 
Shall it contain a declaration of neutrality . or not? What (hall it contain? — Second^ 

Shall a minifter irom the republic of France be received i— Third, If received* /hall itbcL* 
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abfolute, or with qualifications ; and If wi thf ,qu al ifica t ion s > of what kind ? — Fourth; Are 
the United States obliged by good faith to confider the. treaties heretofore- made with 
France, as applying to the prefent fitualion. of the parlies ?. May they, renounce them, or 
hold them fufpended 'till the government of France ihall be eftablifh*ri ? — Fifth, If they 
have the fight,- is it expedient to dp either and which ?— -If they* have -.an option, .would 
k be a breach of neutrality to confider the treaty ftill in operation. ?- - Seventh, ;If the treaties 
.are to be confidered as now in- operation, is the guarantee in the treaty of alliance appli- 
cable to a defcnfive. war only, or to a war either offenfive. or defence .?;--Eighth, Does 

the war in which France is engaged -appear to be offemive or defer five on her part ? Or of 
a mixed and equivocal charadter ? — Ninth, If of; a mixed and equivocal .chara&ejj does 
the guarantee in any event apply to fuch a war ? — Tent h,vVv' hat is the dfeft of a guaran- 
tee, fuch. as that, to be -found in the treaty, of ^alliance between-, the. United; States an,d 
" France? — Eleventh, Does any article in either of the treaties prevent [(hips of war, .other 

than privateers, of the powers oppofed to France,- from coming into the ports of the 
United States, to aft as convoys to their own merchantmen ? .Or does it ; lay;<othe*! reftr-aint 
upon them more than would apply to the fhips of war of France ? — Twelfth, Should the 
future regent of France fend a minifter to the United States, ought he to be received ?-— 
* Thirteenth, Ms it necefiary or advifable; to call together. the tw.o ; hoitfes of ..Congrefs, with 

a view to the prefers t pofture of European ; affairs ?. If it is, what flipuld be.the particular 
objects of fuch a call ?" - . .. : r . •; 

The 2d, 3d, 4th. and j 2th of r ihefe .quefliocs are the moil remarkable:, but each and 

every one. of them difplay a difpofuion which it is difficult to defcribe. The very-firft 
of .thenv went 'to deftroy the gooU faith '.of. the American nation: . For upon /no other 
.ground than that of utter ignorance, or decided partiality,. /could a doubt be entertained 
on the fubjeft by any perfon acquainted* with. the laws of. nations and the force of :treaties^ 
The 4th article is precifelyMn the fame predicament, only . that, the ignorance or, the -difre> 
gard of the law. of. nations; ar^d' treaties. is lefs . equLvacaLi i»The; nth article. exhibits«jh£ 
drift and intention of the whole,- and clearly! {he wa^ the difpofition to evade the ftipulatione 

of the French treaties-, to afford advantages in oppofition :to: it.tQithswEpglifh jHer?hants 

fettled in the United States. Mn fuch a f difpofition, .uricomie£ted with tile pre-'exifting cir- 

cumftances there could not be . any thingJmproper, it .would , rather . be .the duty and inte- 

reft of the government to provide fortheiprotedtion.of its commerce . But fo long as the 
national honoris of value v fo long^as treaties are the pledges of that'honor, the attempt to 
evade them is a degradation of ; the .national, character and a violation of national faith* 
It is pertinent to obferve, .that .'at the very period when thefe quefUons were propounded, 
Talon, an agent of the emigrant princes was* at Philadelphia, and conffantly at the prefi- 
deut's levee. , , ' 

From the fubfequent conduft of. the executive it. is MufScientlycIear what was the 

determination taken on thefe queftions refpe£tively. Let us .enquire, what was. the conduct 
of France, .Precifely two days after the iffue of thofe quefrions by the: American, execu^ 
rive, the French convention on the 20th' :of February, paffed a decree /in the following 
terms— 1 ft, That the ports of the French colonies are open to the United States of 
America. 4d, That all merchandibe exported or imported by American ; .veflels, fhali 
pay at their coming inior going out of the above ports no higher duties, thai* are. paid, by 
French veffels, 3d, The executive council is authorifed to take fuch meafures as may 
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•prevent fuch nations as are at war with the republic from availing themfelves of fuch ad- 
vantages as are only granted to friendly powers. 4th, The executive council fhall nego- 
tiate with the United States to obtain a fimilar reduction of duties which is granted by 
the prefent law to American traders, and to draw clofer the ties of benevolence between 
the two nations." 

Meanwhile, in two days after the date of this French decree, in four days after the date 

of the queftions, and in fourteen days only after the arrival of the new minifter of the 
republic at Charlefton, on the 2 2d of April, the American prefuknt iffued a proclama- 
tion of neutrality. Upon the fubftance of this document there can be little urged, it is in 

itfelf too feme a fatire on the government, Thequeftion of its conftitutionality belongs 

not to this hiftory. But the difpofition that di&ated it, and the latent principle upon 
which it was predicated, were in dirett oppofition to the obligations of treaties, and con- 
trary to thole common principles of liberality which entitle men to a return for good 
offices conferred in critical circumftances. Thefe truths are incontrovertible. It will 
always be allowed, that wifdom and prudence dictated the maintenance of a faithful 
neutrality on the part of the United States, a neutrality neceffary to her infant eftablifh* 
ment and her growing profperity. And we fhall find that her ally was as fenfibie-of the 
■neceffity of this prudential courfe of proceeding, as the government of America could be. 
The French minifter, Genet, after (laying a fhort time in the Southern dates, arrived in 

Philadelphia on the fifteenth of May, thirty-eight days after his landing ; he was received 
through all the country on his journey with congratulations, and in the capital particu- 
larly with unufual attachment and refped. In an extempore fpeech delivered in the 
Engiifh language, he exprefied among others the following fentiments — " France is fur- 
" rounded with difficulties, but her caufe is the caufe of mankind, and muft prevail/ With 
cc refpedfc to you, American citizens, I will declare openly, and freely, for the minifters 
u of a republic fhould have no fecrets, no intrigues, that from the remote fituation of 
America and other circumftances, jlie does not expect that America Jh.ald become a parly 
u in the war ; but remembering that (he has already combated for your liberties, and if 
" it was neceflary, would chearfully again enlift in your caufe, we hope, and every thing 
" I hear and fee allures me our hope will be realized, that her citizens will be treated as 

u brothers in danger and diftrefs^' 

The Englifli writer, quoted above, has urged lb me alleged mifconduft of the French 
minifter towards the American executive ; it will be ufeful to examine into the fource 
of this caufe of complaint. Upon the arrival of the French minifter at Charlefton, a 
number of perfons attached from principle to the republic, had applied for commiffions to 
fit out privateers, and he had granted them* Unqueftionably this conduct of the citizens 
of the United States was contrary to the obligations of aftual neutrality, infomuch as the 
fitting out of ihips in the United States, and cruifmg thence, might be let up as a caufe 
of war by the power affe&ed thereby. How far it was a breach of neutrality on the 
part of the French minifter is not fo clear. But admitting it to have been even an abfo- 
lute voluntary a& of the minifter, he had before him the precedent eftablirtied by the Ame- 
rican minifters in France and Holland during the revolution, and prior to any alliance 
between France and the United States. The parity of the cafes at leaft exempted the 
French minifter from any opprobrium, which, if it could at all be applied, became com- 
mon to America. This mestfure, however, was fet up by the American executive as a 
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caufe of offence, and a breach of that neutrality which had been declared by the procla- 
mation of th-r twenty-fecond of April. 

It will be neceiVary in this place to advert to the ftate of party in America at this period. 
The moderation of Dr. Franklin had difanned fa&ion of its turbulence after his return 
to America from Europe ; he relied upon the flow but fteady operation of knowlege on 
mankind, to overcome the vifible efforts of private ambiiion ; pleafed with the eftablifhment 
of a conilituiion in America, which, though it was not wholly entitled to his admiration, 
was yet preferable to aiy hereditary eftabliihment ; the fame quiefcent fecurity pervaded 
ail the republicans. Their rivals, who were declared advocates of the monarchial iniiitu- 
tion in one ihape or another, could not place the fame reliance on the progreffi >n of lig- 
ature for the realization of their d^ fires. America now exhibited the reverie of that 
picture which it presented a few years before. The republicans from vigilance and 

activity became paflive, and the monarchifts redoubled their exertions- It has been 

alleged a refpe&able man, vho was a member of the celebrated congrefs at Albany, ihat 

before prefen ting the {ketch of a republican conftitution there, Mr. John Jay oblerved to 
fome ot his colleagues that that conftitution might anfwer very well for awhile, hut that 
we mull at length have a monarchy, Mr. Jay was one of the minifters who negoJattd 
with Dr. Franklin the treaty of 1783. The other was Mr. John Adams, it is unne- 
eeffary to cite any other authority for the attachment of this gentleman to the monar- 
chical form of government, r.an his work called a defence of the conff itutions of the 
Lnited States. Thefe two gentlemen were the great leaders of the now adive party, and 
both were fucceffively appointed to places of thefirft confequence under the conftitution, 

1 here were othtr characters, however, not lefs i.&ive though more or lefs confpicious 
than thefe. The character of general Wafhington as a politician has not been generally 
underftood in any enlaiged degree. Referved in his demeanor and cold in his regards, 
* with an impofing peifon and placed by a happy fortune at the head of a nation, his au- 
fterity was confidered as the common effedt of exalted fituation. His political opini- 
ons have never been fo explicitely declared as to commit his judgment, and it is pofiible 
that his military and conftitutional habits have diftated this filence, while a free or a mir- 
ed government would probably be alike acceptable to him. Upon his political conduft 
in ihe tranfaclions. wLh France, howe er, his uiual prudence was overcome by the \ery 
nature of the circumftances, and by the adtive preflure of the party who had cluftered 

round him as the ceir.re of their fecret hopes. Ihe prefident had attachments, though 
they were few. Unfortunately for his reputation, his choice of perfons for places of 
trull, and his particular confidence, was not ah. ays confident either with the freedom of 
his country nor the reputed firictnefs of his own private chara&er. His principal ad viler at 
this critical period, was a man diftingu.thed for his private debauchery and his avowed at- 
tachment to monarchical government ; the departments of the government were filled with 
men of talents, and the department of ftate particularly; had at its head a man of ac- 
knowlegcd integrity and of a capacity unrivalled in literary acquirements and diplomatic 
knowdege But the head of the financial department, Mr. Alexander Hamilton, was 
the fecret ad viler of the American prefident* He was the author of thofe queftions 
which gave the firft fatal indication of a flacknefs of regard for the -national character* 
Some very, obfeure men,, remarkable for no one faculty of genius or talent, unexpe- 
rienced in the knowledge of the world, were- the fubakern agents of this party,, and the 
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whole were united' in a common league, though each had feparate and even oppofite- 

views, in Jeading the government and people of America into a new channel of politics: 
fuitable to their private principles and deligns. 

Having produced by their advice the queries and the proclamation, Genet on the 23d 
of May 1793, ftiH confiding in the demonftrations of public attachment he had received, 
addreffed the American government, notifying thai he was empowered to renew exifling; 
treaties. He was informed, that thj Senate not being in feflion the prefident could not 
according to the conltiturion enter on the fubjeft defired. Meanwhile feveral of thole 
veflels which had taken commitfions from Genet had failed, and others were by authority 
of government detained. i he detention of veflels belonging to American citizens fitted 
out in America for the fervice of France was no doubt perfectly prudent and wife ; but it 
was alledged, and it was alio proved, that feveral veflels had failed from American ports 

belonging to England, -armed and equipped in ports of the United States. On the 4th of* 

Auguit 1 793, a letter was addreQVd by the American fecretary of the treafury to the col- 
lectors of the cuftoms accompanied by regulations prohibiting ail military equipments in 
favor of either of the belligerent powers. ihey were immediately carried into effect as 
laws, and even extended to armed veflels and prizes which had been brought in before 
that period. But even before this, according to a letter of the fecretary of ftate of the 
22d of June, the tribunals of ja tice hid, by order of government, actually afiumed the- 
cognizance of prize caui'es. This mode of proceeding was dire&ly hottile to the 17th 
article of the treaty of amity and commerce with France, above quoted ; and in open vio- 
lation of the fecond fedlion of the fixth article of the conflitution of the Uunited States.. 
So confeious was the executive of this, that he afterwards made a formal application to Con-- 
grefs on the 3d of December 1793, for a law to fan £t ion tiJs very breach of the treaty*.' 
Congrefs pa fled fuch a law on the 5th of June 1794!; On the meflage itfelf comment' 
would be f perfluous, fince it contained only exprdftons- calculated to juftily what had: - 
been already done , but one expreflion delcrves particular notice — " Where individuals 
c < within the United States &c. Jhall ufurp and exercife judicial a J hor il y &cc; there offen-es 
< c< cannc t receive tro early and cloJe an attention, and require prompt and decifive: 
" remedies- Whatever thefe remedies may be they will be well admiuiftered by the judi-- 
tc eiary. who polfefs a longcjiablijloed courfe of mveltigatixi, tffeftual procrfs, and officers in 
<c the habit of executing it." It requires only a perufal of the 17th article of the treaty 
to perceive the wilful violation of the treaty in the very phraefology ot this recommen- 
dation, and at the fame time the inexpiable indecency of the manner in which it was 

done. Treaties were exprefsly acknowleJ to be the fupreme law where they have been 
formally and legally contracted, and it vas as well underftood that they are binding until 
formally r< (inquired by either of the parties, or regulated or qualified by other treaties, 
N<> fuch relinquishment or qualification took place, nay five feveral overtures made by the 
French go eminent for a negociation weie a&uaily njedted, under forms of evafion, if not. 
impolitic at lead conferring no honor on the A meri . an government. The 17th article 
of a iokmn treaty veiled in the hands of the French confuls lolely and exclufively the ju- 
ri.diftinn over prizes, and the American government was abfolutely and bona fide bound: 
not to interfere with or to arrelt even any of the officers or prizes, nor to learch nor to 
reltrain them but to permit them to pafs inward and to depart from the ports of America 

at difcretion.. Yet notwithstanding this previous practice and the law, the prefident on the.: 
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1 1 ft of June and 3d of July 1794, decided two cafes of capture without a reference to 
the law. There were a multitude of corelative circumftances that rendered this breach 
of public faith ftill more ftriking ; the public partiality of America exonerated the prefident 
from the odium, by transferring it to fecretary Hamilton, but the aft of congrefs and fub- 
•fequent meafures have placed the ftigma indelibly upon the government. 

In the progrefs of fuch tranfa&ions it can be no longer a matter of furprife if the agent 
of the injured nation fhould feel for the honor and rights appertaining to his country by 
the mod folemn contra&s- 

Several vefiels of war belonging to the king of England and to private Englifli adven- 
turers, actually entered the roads and ports of America, with their prizes, contrary to the 
fame treaty, and at the fame periods. 

Meanwhile thofe perfons, who, from their averfion to the French revolution and their 
political attachments, may be called the monarchical, in contradiftin&ion from thofe who 
were of different fentiments, having effected their object in placing a local and- internal 
law of one nation above the contract folemnly entered into by two, and in which the 
rights of the injured nation were done away; their next object now was the villification of 
the minifter and afterwards the nation itfelf. The tranfa&ions in France between January 
and June, 1793, m *ght have eafily deceived men of no great depth of judgement, or 
who were willing to liften to the flattering vifions of their prejudices j it was not furprif- 
ing that fuch men fhould, according to their limited calculations, conclude that the dif- 

tra&ions in that country and the external combination of all Europe prefented difficulties 

too great for the nation to oppofe or furmounu To thefe perfons the eftablifhmeiit of a 
republic in France was the moft formidable ot all political occurrences, it went to batter 

down the theories which they had Supported during their whole lives j the profpeft of its 

Subjugation was theprofpett of a revived hope and a future triumph ; it was anticipated 
with an elation bordering on tranfport, and the avidity with which every meafure that 
would accelerate the cataftrophe was countenanced, difplayed the difpofitions of the men 

in colours too difcriminate to be miftaken. 

The minifter ftationed by America in France at this period, was exattly a man fuitable 
to the difpofition of the adive party- Mr. Gouverneur Morris, had diftinguiflied himfelf 
in public life as the open and decided enemy of the American revolution, he had as a 

fenator, and in private life, uniformly fupported monarchical principles, and in point of 
morals the fecretary of the treafury would have blufhed at the comparifon. Such was the 

man appointed by republican America as its reprefentative among the moft intelligent peo- 
ple in Europe. The conduft of this minifter in France was confident with his chara&er 

at home, and he became fo openly the illicit agent of England, that he efcaped the punifh- 
ment inflicted on fpies, only from a reverence for his chara&er as an ambaffador he was 
obliged to leave France for his intrigues, and he became foon after the open agent of the 
Englifh minifter on the continent of Europe. The letter of General Wafhington to this 
minifter has been already noticed, and its effe&s on the French government, until a new 
minifter was appointed. 

Meanwhile having committed an injuftice againft France, it became neceflary to difcredit 
her minifter. Mr. John Jay and Mr. Rufus King, the one chief Juftice of the United 

.States and the other a fenator, publicly and explicitly accufed the minifter Genet of haying 
intimated to General Wafhington an intention of appealing to the people of America'' 
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oh the fubjeft of his «mdu£t towards France. Whether Aich an appeal would not be in 
itfelf ftriftly correft remained to be (hewn, as the only ordinary smd apparent courfe of v 

complaint is from the offended individual to the fovereign againft the afts really or fun- 
pofedly wrong of that Sovereign's fervants. This charge, however, was calculated to pro- 
duce too ends, it was a trial of the difpofition of the people of America to change the 
order of the Americas fyftem of government, and place the fovereignty of the nation in 

the executive, inftead pf the people with whom it is declared to reft by the conftiturion. 

The other objeft was through the popularity of General Wafliington to excite a jealouf- 

fy or hatred of republican France* Genet faw through thefe ftratagems, and by a letter 
, of the ioth of Auguft 1793, addreffed to General Washington, called upon him from mere 

motives of candour and probity to make an explicit declaration concerning the allegation of 
■Meffieurs Jay and King ; urging that the anfwer from him would bepublifhed as -the only 

reply to the calumny " of thofe party men who never fail to confound the individual with 
>afFaiic of ftate." In this letter Genet ftates 44 To you alone I have declared that the Fe- 

cc deral government, far from manifefting any regard for our generous conduft towards 
* c this country — for the new advantages which we were offering to her commerce — or for 
<c the reiterated demonftrations of our real and diftinterefted friend (hip, were facrificing 
" our interefts to thofe of our enemies, by their interpretation of the treaties which exift 
" between us*" Thefe fentiments were undoubtedly ftrong, and if there is a fan&ity at- 
tached to magiftrates which forbids the affertion of truth in any given cafe, no offence 
could be more flagrant becaufe no fa£ts were lefs queftionable. 

The anfwer returned to this letter was dated on the i6th of Auguft, through the 

medium of the fecretary of ftate, and contained thefe remarkable expreffions — " The 

" president does not conceive it to be within the line of propriety or duty for him to bear 
** evidence againft a declaration, which, whether made to him or others, is perhaps im- 
* € material ; he therefore declines interfering in the cafe." Genet, however, publicly de- 
clared the affertions of Meffieurs Jay and King to be totally and explicitly falfe, and he en- 
deavoured to profecute them for a libel ; but the American executive had applied to the 
French government, ^nd Genet was recalled. Prior to his recall, however, Duplaine the 
French conful at Bofton, acting under the treaty that fubfifted between the two nations, 
prevented the interference of a municipal officer with the concerns of a prize brought 
into that harbor and placed under his protection. A prolecution was inftituted 'againft 
Duplaine in the ordinary courts of that town, three feveral times, and the bill was each 

time thrown out, the jury confidering the conful as atting under the fupreme law of the 

land, the law of treaties binding the nation as the laws of the Federal government bind 
and fupercede laws of the particular ftates. Prefident Wafhington, however, by a public 
declaration and an official notification fufpended the powers of the French conful, not- 
, withstanding his acquittal. Againft this alfo Genet loudly complained, and the voice of 
'hiftory will declare, when the paffions of the prefent times and the palling generation are 
no more, that the French minifter on this occafion did no more than difcharge his duty as 

a faithful agent and an honeft man. 

The French government, however, were early in 1793 apprifed of the difpofitions that 
were already manifefting themfelves in America, and of meafures that were purfuing by ^ 

Englandto draw the United States into the common league againft their ally. The treaty 
formed with JRuffia aad executed on the twenty- fifth of March, 17935 has been particu- 



568 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

larly noticed in tfie early part of this hiftory ; and the extenfion of the principle of that 
treaty, " to reftrain by all poffible means neutral nations from taking advantage of their 

neutrality to fupply France/' was extended to treaties formed with Spain, Pruffia, and 
others. The three neutral powers principally implicated in this tyrannical reftraint were 
Denmark, Sweden, and the United States- According to the knowlege obtained of 
thefe defigns, the convention publifhed a decree on the ninth of May, 1793, declaring 
that French fhips fhould treat neutral veflels in the fame manner as the. neutral powers 
fhould allow the enemies of France to treat them, paying for their cargoes the fame 
price as at the place of deftination. 

On die twenty-feventh of July, the convention having, from the conduct of Mr. Morris 
in France, the conduit of America in fubmitting to the fpoliations of England, and the 
treatment of the minifter Genec in America, conceived that a real partiality to England 
was difplaycd, iffued a further decree authorifing their ihips to regard neutrals only as thev 
fuffered other nations to treat them. — On the fecond of September of the fame yeir the 
convention pafled a decree which has been compared with the Englifh alt of navigation ; 
this decree, which was however held to be fufpended until the ift of January 1794, was 
calculated to call neutrals, and efpecially America, to a jult fenfe of the privileges enjoyed 
in French ports* 

On the 6th of June orders were iffued by England for the feizure of neutral fhips ac« 
cording to the intentions of the Ruffian treaty, and at the fame time inflrultions were 
ifTued to their armed fhips for the aftual feizure of " all fhips laden with the produce 

of any colony belonging to France, or carrying provifions or other fupplies for the ufe 
" of fuch colony." This order would apply to the fhips of America alone, for the freights 
of other neutral powers do not deferve to be confidered of importance they are fo few. 

It will be feen here, that the defign of England to ftarve France, commenced by the 

feizure of her corn fhips even in the moment of peace in the winter of 1792, was regu- 
larly growing up and extending its branches over every quarter of the world. Remon- 

flrances were forwarded to Mr. Thomas Pinckney, then minifter frorn America at the 

Englifh court, on the harafiments of the American trade, and in a converfation of that 
minifter with the Englifh fecreiary of (late Grenville, communicated to the American 

government in a letter dated the fifth of July, 1793, li r, PP ears ^at lord Grenville expli- ^ 
citly and unrefervedly avowed, that it was perfectly underltood to be the intention of 
Ruffia and England in contracting the treaty concluded in March, 1795, to capture neu- 
tral veifels in the very form and under the very ftipulations laid down in the feveral treaties* 

In the fame year the Englifh minifter, Drake, declared to the republic of Genoa — c ' That 

" in the prefent war againft the ufurpers of th e fupreme power in France, no government- 

" can declare iff elf neuter without becoming, an accomplice" 

"With all this knowlege before their eyes, fuch was the infatuation of the American 
government, that it continued to encreafe in hoftility againft France and at length the 

refentments of the French government compelled them to fend thither a: new minifter, 
-Mr. Monroe, before mentioned. Ihe fuccefs of his miflion has been before noticed j 
and the Englifh government apprehenfive of throwing the United States into the arms 
of France, employed at the fame time her ufual policy of menaces and cbnceflions* Her 
emiffaries were employed on the inland frontier of the United States to create the alarm 

of an Indian war j while her minifter was authorifed to open an accomodation by treaty,. 
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On the eighth of January, 1794, fheiflued a fpecious qualification of her orders of the 
fixth of November, 1793, anc * by reiterated attacks of policy and chicane the American 
government, or rather the prefident, was involved in a labyrinth of political perplexity 
which his age and his ftrength of mind were not capable of extricating him from. Af- 
failed by artful and perfidious men, who flattered his vanity, while they fapped the foun- 
dation of his high reputation, he was feen daily to yield under the weight of the national 
cares, arid* from time to time his jealoufies were excited againft the very men who aloiie 
were fond of his fame and eager to preferve it inviolate along with the honor and pros- 
perity of their country. The efforts of fuch men became unavaiiing, and he was gradually 
engroffed folely and entirely by perfons whole want of talents rendered them fit and 
pliant inftruments of perfons unfeen who poflfcfled more capacity with equal virtue- 

In this condition of things the year of 1794 commenced- Fauchet had been ap^ 
pointed fucceflbr to Genet as minifter of France in America ; the fame intrigues and the 
fame virulence againft France which had been employed againft his predeceflbr, were re- 
peated againft him, and with additional violence and acrimony* The effect was pro- 
portioned in a great meafure to the caufe. The inceffant torrent of flander, was employed 
in a free country and among a proverbially religious and grave people, to fupport the 
meafures of adminiftration ! The hiftory or England was difarrayed of all the unparal- 
leled and unequalled atrocities which has chara&erifed it for twelve hundred years, and in 
.every quarter of the globe, in order to prefent only thofe traits worthy of praile in which 
it has been equalled by many other countries. This procedure was calculated to hold 
up France in the utmoft extreme of deformity, and to attribute to the nation as its cha- 
racter what was not only its greateft affli&ion, but an affii&ion produced by the barbarity 
and perfidy of thcfe nations with which it had to contend, and with which the American 

adminiftration was now about to be leagued in bonds of amity, and who appeared folicitous 

to obliterate all remembrance of calamities the remains of which yet blufh above the 
plains of America/ 

The fucceflive defection of Lafayette and Dumourier, while they encouraged the hopes 
of the advocates of monarchy in the United Stares, produced a contrary effeft on thofe 
weak men who trembled at the renewal of En 6 li(h horrors. It was a common fentiment 
at that period and even down to the clofe of 1796, that the -hoftility of France would 
not be fo fatal to the domeftic peace of Ameiica > as the friendly march of a body of 
Fnglilh troops through the continent. The opinion was the fentiment of experience ; 
but unhappily for America, it did not produce the effect on public counfels which it 
might have been expected to produce- The more pungent fear prevailed, and the 

Americans in this one inftance teftified more to the benefits which they had derived from 

the aid of France in the revolution, and to the fuperiority of the French character, than 
the evidence of volumes could afford. The Englifh veflels continued to prey upon the 

American commerce, complaints became general, as the evil was extenfive; and govern- 
ment was forced to liften to the public voice. The prelident even began to feel the in- 
justice of the aggreflion, and the fentiment of true dignity prevailed for a while over the 

intrigues of party, The power of America to repel was weak, and England knew it -> 

fhe knew alfo that by prefling upon this weaknefs> America would be compelled to her 

only refource of negociation, raiher than rii'que the afflictions of war, and that by the 
Engiifh fuperiority in diplomacy, fhe could obtain facrifices which in any other circunj.* 

ftances thanjhofein which France was then placed > ihe could never hope for* 
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Oft the 1 6th of April 1794, the prefident of the United States in a meffage to the 
fenate, nominated JVLr. John Jay, as envoy extraordinary to England, wherein he ftated 
that the appointment of fuch a character, (he being then chief juftice of the United 
States) cc correfponded with the folemnity of the occafion, that he would carry with 

him a full knowledge of the exifting temper and fenfibiiity of America, and be thus 
taught to vindicate her rights with firmnefs and to cultivate peace with fincerity." 

Soon after this appointment had taken place, early iu the following May, Mr, Monroe 

was appointed minifter to France ; and he was inftrufted exprefsly " to infpire the 
" French government with perfeft confidence in the folicitude which the prefident telt 
c * for the fuccefs of the French revolution ; of his preference of France to all other 
c; nations, as the friend and ally of the United States; of the grateful fenfe which he 

" (till retained for the important fervices that were rendered to America by France in 

cc the courfe of her revolution. 99 

Upon the complexion of thefe two embaffies it is ufeful to offer, a few remarks. Jay. 

had from the period of the negociations in 1783, when it appears he had a&uaily entered 
into fome fecret and irregular communications with the Englifli negociator, been ftedfaftly 

attached to Englifli interefts, his pride as well as that of Adams, appear to have been hurt by 

the fuperior veneration and refpe&in which Franklin was held, and Jay particularly was 
offended concerning fome flight which he had experienced in relation to his miffion to 
Spain- His fubfequent courfe of conduft as the American minifter for foreign affairs, 
and even as chief juftice, had manifefted the fame partiality. And Monroe who was a 
fenator of the United States, had actually oppofed his appointment, on the ground of his 
known partiality rendering him an unfit perfon to negociate for the redrefs of griev- 
ances with England, and a dangerous perfon confidering that his partiality mud be known 

and excite jealoufies dfewhere; Monroe had alfo oppofed the appointment of Gouverneur 

Morris to France for fimilar reafons, his principles and politics having been always decla- 
redly hoftile to the republican government. The attachment of Monrtfe to the republican 

government was equally well known, and the above extract from his inftruftions was fo 
perfectly in conformity with his fentiments, that he, having firft doubted the difpofition 
of his government, could no longer hefitate to accept the miffion. In his inftru&ions 
were thefe further remarkable points — " It is not improbable you well be obliged on the 
" head of Mr. Jay's miffion to England to repel fufpicions of various kinds. But you 
u may declare the motives of that miffion to be to obtain immediate compenfation for 
wC our plundered property and reftitution of the pofts." And in addition to Monroe's 
credentials he was alfo furniflied with an addrefs to the French government from each 
of the chambers of congrefs, in which their attachment to France was expfeffed in the 
following terms : — " In executing this duty," fays the addrefs, " the liberal fuccours 
u which the United States received from the French nation, in their druggie for inde- 

€€ pendence, prefent themfelves warm to the recollection. On this bafie was the friend- 
c * fhip between the two nations founded 5 on this bafis and the continued interchange of 

c; regard fince, it has grown \ and fupported by thefe motives it will remain firm and con- 

c; ftant." This was in behalf of the fenate. • The.addrefs in behalf of the houle of re- 

prefentafives was equally emphatic and impbfing— it fays, " In no manner "could this 
t; honourable and grateful function be more properly difcharged than by feizing the 

" occafion of declaring to the ally of the United States, that the caufe of liberty, in 
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• The' American miniftdr- was received -in Pmgland with the greateft eclat, and the for- 
mal .republican was danced through the' dazzling -mazes of a voluptuous and orientalized 
court and capital. The American minifter at Paris was at fir ft received with fufpicion 
and referve,; In England a treaty was concluded on the ninth of November 1794. In 
France the minifter, who notwithftanding $ie conduct of ' the American government and 
the fufpicion excited by the ambiguous million to England, had by his franknefs and 
confident aflurances, not only, removed diftruft but 1 had reftored the Americans to the 
good opinion which they had loft with the government and the people ; nay he had ob- 
* tairied a complete renumeration for the lofles fuftained by feveral veflels of his nation m 
confequence of a general embargo laid on all (hips in French ports, and this laft renu- 
meration was a&ually decreed on th& day before the treaty with England was figned- 
He was further fo fuccefsful, thctt by a formal arret of the committee of public fafety oS 

the fourth of January 1795, the jealoufy was fo far removed, that American {hips 

were to be placed entirely on the footing of the ftipulations of the treaty of 1778, and 

rendered to them even the complete exemption from all thofe decrees which had borne 

hard on them as a retaliation for fuffering the depredations of England, 

. But while this propofition was difcufling before the convention, advice was received in 

France that the negociation with England was fo far from being a treaty for " immedi- 

^ ate compenfation for plundered property and reftitution of pofts that it was not 

only a treaty of amity, but of- fuch amity as amounted to an alliance ; that it not only 
furrendered rights of the American nation, but of France, and that even it had not 
flopped there but had contained ftipulations Tub ver five of the eftablilhed law of nations. 

The American minifter at Paris was kept in total darknefs on the contents of this treaty ; 
he could only infift that the principles of his credentials were maintained, that his in- 
ftruttions were not violated, and that the government of his country could not in the 
face of the world facrifice its interefts, its obligation, or its reputation. 

The. fituation of the minifter was irkfome and tha political relations of France and 
America became critical and novel ; and the American adminiftration after concluding 
the treaty with England was feen attempting to throw the blame of the mifunderftanding 
on their minifter at Paris ! — who was foon after recalled. " A defettion had taken place 
in the American councils in the meanfime. Through what caufe it has not been publicly 
declared, but about the period of the completion of the Englifh treaty; jefrerfon who 
had been fecretary offtate, refigned, and was fucceeded by Randolph, whoalfo refigned, 
in confequence of political intrigues that belong exclutively to the American hiftory. 
and was fucceeded by Timothy Pickering, who was in office when Mpnroe was recalled. 
Fauchet the French minifter had been fucceeded by Adet in the courfe of that year , and 

Monroe was fucceeded in the appointmeut of minifter to France in the courfe of 1795* 
The orders of the Englifh miniftry of the fixth of November for the feizure of neu- 
trals had excited much heart burning in America, and the prefident of the United 
States honeftly demurred to the treaty until the order was recalled. The Englifh miniftry 
recalled it. The treaty was reciprocally exchanged, and the Englifh miniftry recom- 
menced their captures under a renewai of the orders. By th6 medium of fome eff the 

American veffels thus carried into England, American papers were received aad forwar- 
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ded to Paris, containing the whole of the proceedings on the'Englifli treaty and a.copy 

of it. The Englilh miniftry and their "friends in America had calculated upon immedi- 
ate hoftiliries between the two republics ; but the councils of France were otherwife dif- 
pofed j they determined not to receive the new Amo-ican mihifter. and to recall their 
own- They directed however fuitable reprefentations to be made to theAmerican go. 
vernment. General Wafliington had refolved to retire from the helm .when the ftorm 
became two fevere for his age to manage it. The choice of the^American people of a 
perfon for his fucceffor would determine the degree of attachment or refentment 
which they ought to exhibit againft America for the breach of faith in their public 
functionaries, Mr. Adams to the prefidential office and appointed : Mr., Pinckney min- 
ilter to France.. In his individual character Mr. Pincknev was confidered with ref- 

pe&, but the new prefident manifefted very early that he carried into office all the 

paflions of aj partifan and the irritability of an atrabilious habit. His principles of 
government were known, they had derived great celebrity from the circumftances in 
•^hich they were publilhed and although deftitute of all thofe charafteriftics which defignate 
the man of genius or. philofophy, they were otherwife too remarkable not to be remem- 
bered. His attachment to England became no lefs equivocal than his writings were ad- 
verse to equal freedom, and he foon betrayed in his . official communications, the mea- 
fares which he would purfue were he alone to . decide upon meafures with France. But 
the French government was too fenfible of the impotence of a government that after a vaft 
xuval preparation had truckled to a petty Barbary pirate and confented to pay an an- 
nual tribute greater in amount than the whole profits of her trade to the Mediterranean. 

The Englifti authority, before quoted,* reluming the fubjett of thefe differences, 
continues the-hiftorical narration by obferving, that the mifunderftanding between the 
two governments difplayed irfelf more openly than before, in the refufal to receive the 
facceffor of Mr. Monroe, " Adet had notified fo early as the 25th of November, 1796, 
to> the American government, that the dire&ory had fufpended him from all his functions. 
He had previously communicated to the fecretary of (late a memorial recapitulating the 
complaints of the French republic againft the government of the United States, and had 
communicated an arret of the diredlory of the 14th Meflidor, (2d July) of the fourth 
year of the republic, enjoining the French fhips of war to obferve the fame conduit towards 

the veffels of neutral nations, as they had hitherto fuffered with impunity to be obferved 
by the Englifh. 

" The. directory juftified this decree by the fecret approbation given by the Americans 
to this- violation of the law of neutrality on the part of the Engliffi, who had feized on 
neutral veffels, particularly thofe belonging to Americans even in their very ports, and 
taken out of them whatever they found of French property, without any refinance bn the 
part of the American government. From this memorial it appeared that the French am- 
baffador, in the beginning of this war, ,had made unheeded application and remonftrances 
on this fubjeft. The national convention had decreed, that conformably to the ufage 
then eftabliihed by the Englifh, the property. of that nation, found on board neutral veffels, 
fhould become lawful prize, but that -American veffels were excepted from this general 

meafure. The conduct of "the Englifti in ftizing on all American pro vifion -fhips had 
afterwards compelled them to refcind this exception, and decree conditionally that the 
feizure of Englifh property ffiould continue indiscriminately until the Englifh government 

■ 
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jfhould definitively revoke the orders which it had given Tor this meafure,and which 

were only fufpended by the embargo, laid on by the congrefs ok the 26th of March, 
1794. The convention having received information, that Mr. Jay was inftructed to make 
remonftrances to the Engliih government refpe&ing thefe a£ls of hoflility, revoked the: 
decree refpetting American Ihips, hoping that this conduft would lead the American, 
government to ufe every efFort to induce the Englifh to adopt the fame meafure. But his 
remonftrances, if made, had no efFeft : the fame aft's of hofiility were continued, and neu- - 
tral veflels coming out of or entering into French ports, were made prizes by the Englifh. . 

" Further reclamations were made on the part of the French ambaflador, to the- 
American government on the twenty-ninth of September, 1795, which were unheeded ; 
a memorial prefented* on the fame fubjeft the twenty-ninth of March 1796, was equally 
unnoticed. It appeared from thefe papers, that not only neutral veflels -were feized, but- 
failors were taken out of American veflels to ferve on board Englifh (hips, without 'any 
mark of difapprobation on the part of the American government. Under thefe circum- 
ftances the government of France was compelled to have recourfe to the fame meafur.es • 
refpefting neutral veflels as the Englifh government had adopted, and was'permitted-by 
the neutral powers to continue, without remonftrances or reclamations on their part.- 
Citizen Adet further obferved, that, if they would take meafures to render their flags 
refpe&ed by the Englifh government, the fam« refpeft fhould be (hewn by the French 
republic ; but if through weaknefs or partiality they luffered the Englifh to fport with 
their neutrality, they ought not to complain if the French, in order to reftore the 
balance, fhould continue to imitate in this cafe that conduct which the Englifh had found: 
it convenient or ufeful for their own purpofes to adopt, 

" The anfwer given by the American government to this rtmonftrance, dated, in 
juftification of their conduft, that the treaty made with France in 1778, formally ex* 
prefled that neutral veflels fhould neutralize the cargo ; whereas the treaty lately negocia- 
ted (with England) contained no.fimilar regulation. The American government there- 
fore was held to aft in perfed conformity to the letter of both treaties ; and though it was 
lawful for the Englifh to fcize French property on board American veflels, the French- 
were reftrained by their treaty with* America, from making reprifals in limilar circum- 
ftances on the Englifh, So far as the letter of treaties ought to influence thedeJfion of 
the queftion, the reclamation of the American government was founded ; but whether- 
that government was juftified on the fcore of political morality in concluding a fubfequent 

treaty (in time of war) with England, fo pointedly hoflile to the interefts of their for- 
mer ally in this article, does not fo clearly appear. In addition to the above memoral,, 
citizen Ac^et fooh after prefented a note recapitulating other grievances, among which was 
the infra&ion, on the part of the American government, of that article in the treaty 
•with France which refpefted the guarantee of the French colonies by the United States. 
The fpeech of the prefident to the American congrefs, and the anfwer of the vice, 
prefident, contained recriminations, which, far from leading to any amicable .explanation, 
or to conciliate the differences which had arifen, tended to widen the breach which alrea- 
dy exifted, and fan the flame which it was fo much the intercft of both parties to have 

extinguifhed. 

" Whatever fpecific caufes of complaint the French government might have had: 
againft that of the United States on account of the treaty lately concluded with England, 
the difpofitions which led to the formation of the treaty, would alone have been fufficient 

to have explained the reafons of the general indignation of the - French againft them. 
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Accuftomed of late to witnefs levees of minifters from the conquered monarchs of the 

did eftablifhed governments in Europe, deprecate the vengeance or fupplicate the friend- 
fliip of the French republic, it was not without feelings of indignation that they faw the . 
people whom they boafted to liave fnatched from fervitude and oppreffion, and to have 
erefted into independence and power, in violation of the ties of gratitude and friendflnp, 
and of thofe bonds more commonly refpedtcd between nations, folcmn and formal 

treaties, not only become indifferent in the obfervance of either, but join againft them 
by forming the ftri&eft alliances with their common enemy. This indignation had been 
hitherto tempered by the conduft of the American ambalfador ^Monroe) and by the re* 
prefentations which the friends of both countries had occafionally made ; and it is pro- 
bable that the breach would have been widened no farther than the temporary fufpenfion, 
of the French ambaflador in the United States, had not the American government, 
by exchanging ambaffadors at this period, evinced further difpofitions of hoftility ; fince 
no reafonable pretence appeared for this exchange, but the attachment which the prefent 
ambaflador (Monroe) had fhewn to the caufe of the French revolution. 

" The news of the intended refignation of the prefident of the United States had 
preceded the arrival of the new ambaflador, Mr, Pinckney, This event, which was ex- 

pe£ted 'by the French government, had in fome meafure allayed this warmth, and it 

was hoped that an amicable arrangement would fpeediiy have taken place, as it was 
fuppofed that the choice of the United States would fall on a perfon lefs hoftile to their 
interefis ; but as the exchange of ambaffadors ((hewed that they were miftaken and) 
nnder the prefent circumstances afforded fo favourable an opportunity of exprefling their 
feelings, they not only refufed to permit the new ambaflador to remain officially at 
Paris, but intimated to him that his refidence as a private citizen was inexpedient. The 
direflory neverthelefs, when Mr. Monroe took, leave, obferved, as they had already 
done with refpeft to Sweden on a fimilar occafion, that the people of America not 
being implicated in the ads of their government, were ftill objects of their efteem ; 
and expveffed alfo their perlbnal regard for the intereft which Mr. Monroe, during his 



refidence at Paris, had (hewn for the welfare of the republic." 




T'iate, actions which reflect upon his government. But when in fpite of thefe natural 
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defires and afFe&ions, the loud voice of hiftory has already proclaimed the difgrace in 
which his country is involved, and that hiftory proceeding from a quarter which the very 
nature of the cafe would incline to partiality, the reflection can no longer be confined to 

to the iolitary forrow of the individual, but mud produce either an apathy, whieh can 
indure ignominy, or an avowed and public protection from every man who is alive to 

honor or natural character. The hiftory of thefe unfortunate differences is not yet clofed. 
Neither has the American government displayed a fenfe of its true inter efts in the prefent 

fituation of the world. ■ ... 

Prior to the departure of Adet for Europe, lie notified by a fhort advertifement in the 

public papers on the fifth of November 1796 his recall by the directory. On the fame 
day, he addrefled a long memorial to the government wherein he exprefled his own at- 

ef at.the taflv which 
of reproach for the 



tachment and that of his nation to the American people, and his gri 
hi* duty impofed on him, in being compelled to fubftitute the tone 

language of friendfhip, in addreffing ihe American government, and tracing out the 
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catalogue of grievances of which France .had to complain, cc When "Europe rofe up in 
arms" faid he, " againft the French -republic at its birth; menaced it with all the hor- 
rors of war and famine; when on every iide the-. French could not calculate upon any 
but enemies, their thoughts turned towards America.; a fweet fentiment then mingled 
itfelf withthofe proud emotions which the pretence of danger and the defire of repelling 

it produced in their hearts. In America they Jaw friends. Thole who went to brave 
tempefts and death upon the ocean, forgot all dangers in order, to indulge the hope of 
vifiting that continent where for the firft time the French colours had been difplayed in 
favour of liberty. Under the guarantee of the law of nations, under the protecting 
fhade of a folemn treaty, they expected to find in the ports of the United Rates an afyluni 

as fure as at home ; they thoughr, if I may ufe the expreflion, there to find a fecond 
country." He then enters into a recapitulation of the principles that conne&ed the two 
countries, the detail of treaties, and the breach of the articles. Having detailed thefe 
-with great ability, he concludes with this interefting and faithful apoftrophe! 

" Alasi Time has not demolifhed the fortifications with which the Englifh rough- 

w ened this country- — nor thofe the Americans raifed for their defence their half round- 
" ed fummits ftill appear in every quarter, amid ft plains, on the tops of mountains. 

a The traveller need not fearch for the ditch which ferved to encompafs them ; it is ftill 
cc open under his feet* Scattered ruins of houfes laid wafte, which fire had partly 
cc refpe&ed, in order to leave monuments of Englifh fury, are ftill to be found. Men 
u ftill exift,. who can fay — there, my wife tore her bleeding daughter from the hands of a 
" brutal Englifhman! Alas! The foldiers who fell under the Tvvord of the Britons are 
€C not yet reduced to duft : the ploughman in turning up his field, ftill draws from the 
cC bofom of the earth their whitened bones, while the hufbandman with tears of tender- 
ci . nefs and gratitude, ftill recolle&s that his fields have been moiftened with French blood.' 3 
This laft addrefs of the French minifter, and the preceding one were publifhed. Strange 
to relate, the government of a free reprefcntative republic, was offended at that act, 
while the fame government loudly declaimed againft the idea of feparating the govern- 
ment from the people, or againft any attempt to have it prefumed that the " government 

and people" — were not " one and thetfame!" 

Under the fliape of a difpatch to Mr* Pinckney at Paris, the American government pub- 
lifhed a reply to Adet's memorial, wherein every obligation of Ameriea to France was 
either denied, or the motives of France in lending her aid obliged to be fufficient grounds to 
render them no longer binding after they were urged upbraidingly. The government foon 
after found itfelf placed by its temerity in circumftances more critical, and an extraordinary - 

feflion of congrefs was called, which after wafting much time, refufed to enter into hpf- 

tile meafures propofed by the new prefident, whofe fpeech on the fix teen th of May on the 
opening of the feflion, wa6 loaded with hoftility, and accompanied by the correfpondence 
•of two of the minifters in Europe, calculated to inflame the paflions of both nations. In. 
the end three minifters were difpatched to France ; they were received with that coldnefs 
which might have been expe&ed, and time only can difcover the iflue of a quarrel which 
originated in a fa&ion combined with the profligate government of England to effeQ: 
defitjns, over which, if not fruftrated, not only the prefent but future generations will 
have to deplore. 
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The materials for the hiftory of the revolution, after the clofe of 1796, are yet too 
imperfect in many refpefts to afford a connefted chain of narration* Thefe events are 

alio fo momentous that it would be treating the fubjeft unworthily, to reduce it to 

narrow bounds, ifince the nearer the war has approached to an apparent termination 

the more interefting has the fubjeft become. 



The leading events of 1797 are already, and thofe of 1798 promife to be, next to 




lately the Genoefe republic. The march of the French armies into Germany, and their 
conqueft of the Auftrian dominions from the Rhine to Bavaria, and the di&ation of 
a peace at only thirty leagues from Vienna, are great events for hiflory. 

A vaft conspiracy alfo, which was developed and fruftrated in 1797, will form an 
interefting part of the hiflory of that year. In this plot were concerned fome of thofe 
•who had diftinguifhed themfelves in the revolution, as Pichegru. The plot was detected 
in three feveral places at the fame time, at Paris by the arreft of Duvcrne du Prefle, 
the principal agent cf the combined powers, who was feized and made a full confef- 



fion 



French general, by Moreau. 
but the work of Calonne, p 



n. . The feizure of the emigrant count d'Antraigues'by Buonaparte in Italy, and his 
papers. The detection and feizure of feveral packets addreffed to Klirglin, an emigrant 

The whole of thefe papers have not yet reached America, 
m ublifhed in 1796, and frequently quoted in this rapid 
Iketch of the revolution, clearly indicates the fource and foundation of that plot. 

In that work Calonne fays,* " It now become? indifpenfable, that every party, that 
evrry power, that is an enemy to the prefent government of demagogues, which op« 
pre lies France under the fpecious name of a republic, fhould unite in one defign, be 
animated bv one foiriu and concur in one plan ; and that they fhould unanimoufly agree 

. . jt " It is, however, 

in the very focus of the revolution that great effe&s may be operated, and it is from 
that point that every movement fufceptible of becoming general mull originate ; every 
ether collateral movement mult be only fecondary to this primary object ; as to the pro- 



vinces 



&c. After hinting at the outlines as he proceeds, he opens his plan,J by indicating the 
ftate of parties in the French councils of ancients and five hundred, and recommends 
at large, that to the party which oppofes the government, fecret aid and money (hould be 

fent. An Englifh banker found means to pafs to Paris early in 1797, the known 
friend of Pitt, the plot was foon after difcovered. 

At the clofe of the, year France was engaged in vaft preparations for an invafion of 
England, which was expe&ed to take place in April or May, 1798. 

* Polhiral State of Europe for 1796, preface^ p. v. f p. 17 in the note. J p. \%i to 133,.. 



END OF VOLUME THE FOURTH. 



Index to the. Fourth Volume. 




A 



Army, pay of augmented, 115; allies and French./ 
number of the, 379. 



ABANCOURT, nephew of Calonne, placed at Asia, French affairs there, 10?, to 105.. 



the head of the war department, 151. 
Abbe' Sieyes propofes the affumption of thefu- 



Artois, count of, flics from the public indignation, 
17; his public robberies difcovered in the red- 



pi-eme legifl^itive authority by the tiers etat, 8 ; book, 65.. 

his plan for the election of reprefentatives, 47; Assignats, a paper medium reprefentiug money, 
declines the office of director, 400.. 



Address of the national aflembly to the nation, 



fo called, 70 ; immenfe numbers forged under the 
dire&ion of the Englifli government, 255; all 



58 of the king to the powers of Europe figni- contracts ordered to be paid in, and not in fpecie, 



fying his acceptance of the conftitution, 88. 



2,64 ; great quantities of forged, fent from Eng- 



Aerostation employed by jourdan at the bat- • land and pafled through Germany under the Im- 



tleoi Fle.urus, 391.. 
Agrarian law decree againft, 2,63. 

Allied armies divided in their plans of military 

operation, 391., 
Alien Bill pafled in England to injure France, 

' '*34- 

Alps pafled by Buonaparte, 32,2. 
Alvinzy marches an army into Italy, and is de- 
feated at Arcole, 543, 
Ambassadors of France arretted on neutral terri- 



perial paffport, 405 ; remarks of Barrere upon, 
417 ; more forged in England landed in France 
from Englifli. lhips of war, 503. 
Auckland, his condufrin Holland, 2,33, 238* 
Aunts of the king departure of, 86. 
Austrian committee, fupported by the queen at 
Paris, 138. 

Austrian troops commit horrid outrages after 
their defeat at Maubege, 293 ; and at Lauter- 
boiirg, 32,6; great mortality among, 383; oblig- 



tory, -300; feveral. foreign, ordered from Paris, ed to crofs the Rhine, 447. 



539. 

Am eric A, Englifli intrigues there, 34a, 343 ; caufe 
a dangerous mifundeiitanding with France, 553 ; 
free examination of the difpute, 554 to 57 5. 

Amnesty, a general one, of the laft a&s of the 
.convention, 50a; proves . injurious to the. re- 
public, 501. 

Anderlecht, tKe Auftrians defeated on the 

heights of, 199.. 
Angereau, diftinguiflies himfelf in Piedmont, 520; 
at the battle of Arcole, 543.. 

Antwerp furrenders to the French, but is foon 
retaken, 199; congrefs of .the allied powers 
there, 358; proceedings of remarkable, 2,59. 

Arcole, battle of, 543. 

Archduke Charles defeated by Moreau, 527. 

Aristocrats and Democrats, the earlieft deiig- 

jiationof party in the revolution 7 xi« . 



B.. 



BABOEUF, his confpiracy, 536; condemned to 
death, 537. 

Bankers make great rejoicings on the return of 
Neckei', 19.. 

Bannalites a feudal privilege expofed, 28. 

B A illy the celebrated aftronomer appointed prefi- 
dent of. the national aflembly, 9 ; his remarkable 
addrefs- to the king as mayor of Paris, 15; is 
profcribed by Robefpierre and dies like a iage, 

B arras fignalizes himfelf at Toulon, 33a; on 

the fall of Robefpierre, 425 ; in a populai* in- 
furreftion, 497 ; is chofen a dire&or, "500. 
Barrere propofes a decree againft an agrarian 

law> 2,63 ; ende^Y^rs to cowterad fa&ion, 2,69 1 
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Ms report on theconduft of theEnglifh, 4*2; Bridport; admiral, gains a vi&ory over the 



French fleet, 479. 
Brie, Jean de, moves and it is proclaimed ' that 
the country is in danger, 148 ; his plan for a 

corps of regicides, 174. 



propofes a decree to give no quarter to the i**ng- 
lifh and Hanoverians, 413 ; accufes Robefpierre 
of tyranny ; 42,5 , prefents a new plan of go- 
vernment upon the fall of Robefpierre, 433 ' 

his decree for giving no quarter repealed, 439; British government fecretly hoftile to the re vo- 
ls attacked in the convention, 402; is ordered 



lution at its dawn, 9, 

to be tranfported, but left behind at Oleron, Brissot, a diftinguifhed republican, 135 ; render- 



and impriioned, 489. 
"Bastile ftcrmed and taken, 14; the governor 



put to death with feveral others, andthcprifon 
demoliflied, ib.' 



Battles, the number of fought and the lofs of pre, 32,5 



ed odious by intrigues, 265 ; arretted and pro- 
fcribed by Robefpierre with the Girondifts, 
2,71 ; put to death, 318 ; his character by Ga- 
rat and Madame Roland, 319; by Giry Du- 



the allies, 393. 
Berth and marine niinifter, flies to England, 12,6 ; 



his -filly conduft, 



Bezenval ftopt on his route to Switzei'land, Nec- 

ker cannot obtain a free paffage for him, 38. 
Biesme in the foreft of Argonne, a ftrong poft, 

ineffectually attacked by the Auftrians, ijfc 
Batavian republic, the former Dutch republic 

To called, 469; proclamation of the French 



Broglio, commands the troops round Paris, 12; 
informs the king that no dependance can be 
placed on the military, 14 ; compelled to fly 
France, 17; retained on the eftablifliment of 
marefchals through the reprefentationof his fon, 

12, ; refigns and declares for the emigrants, ib. 

"Brunswick, his vain-glorious manifefto, 154 ; 

his motives for returning from the army, 375. 
Brussels taken by Dumourier, but foon after 



486; freedom guaranteed by Pruf- abandoned, 199; Jourdan and Pichegru unite 



conquerors, 

fia and Spain, 531. 

Bienen, Auftrians defeated near, 47 

Biron, general, commands before Mons, 13*; 
takes Quievrain, ib. diforderly condu& of his 
troops, 132, '; repulfes the infurgents at Lucon, 

297; ordered to Paris, 2,98. 

Bed of juftice held (the laft) and the parliament 
banilhed, 7. 



their forces there, 442. 
Brunel, a deputy, killed in a tumult at Tou- 
lon, 489.. _ 

Buonaparte fignalizes himfelf at Toulon, '339; 
commands the 



of Italy, 5.io di&ates 

crofles the 



51* > 



Po, 



army 

a peace to Sardinia, 

52,3, defeats feveral Auftrian generals, fee 

Wurmser^ Ahirizy, Arcole, Lodi, Castiglione. 



C. 



Billaud Varennes denounces Robefpierre, 423; Burke, his bafe defertion of charadler, 236* 

tranfported to Guiana, 489. 
Bloodhounds employed by the Englilh to hunt 

men to death, 517. 

Bommel, ifland of, attacked by the French, 449. 
BouilleWs barbarous conduct at Nancy, 73, 75; 



Caen, outrages there by .the royalifts, 22. 

Caesar's, camp, French driven from,- -291. 



his treafon, 95; his lhare in the king's flight, Cagliari, an unfuccefsful expedition againft, 



2,32, 



57 



Bliescastel taken by the French, 32,7; the' Calonne, fucceeds Necker, and is popular, 6; 



Pruffians obliged to abandon Deuxponts, tb. 
Bournonville fent to fupercede Dumourier, 
2,47 ; feized by Dumourier and delivered over 
to the Auftrians with the commiflioners of the 
convention, 249. 
Bourbon family removed to Marfeilles, 264. 
Brest difturbances at, 2,3, 78. 



lofes his reputation, and convenes the notables, 
7 5 obliged to quit adniiniftration, and Nec- 
ker recalled, ib. enormous abufes under him, 
65 ; forms a deep confpiracy, 89 ; intrigues 

of 9 1 ; his opinion of the allied powers, 111 ; 

further opinion, 2,58; another plot, 576, 
Calendar a new French one, 308. 



Breteuil the favourite counfellor of the queen, Camus propofes meafures for the fecurity of the 
11 ; intrigues with Spain, 61; form a confpi- legiilative body, 10. „ . 

89 • particulars of the plot, 92;; fmftra- Cambon propofes a coinpulfory loan of a thou- 



racy, 

ted by Calonne, 94* 
Breze, marquis de, his laconic meffage to the 
national aifembly, feverely treated by Mira- 

beau. 10. 



fand millions, 2,98. 
C amille Desmoulins, a fportive writing of his 

made the foundation of an accufation againft 

BrifTot and the Girondifts, 2 J 5i protefts 
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MgpjfiStf: itip.'ik ^profcribefr and put to death, Clergy called upon difplay to difmtereftednefs, 
363; his wife alfo put . to death by the ty- , 28; offer,a great contribution, 53; become re-- 

fraftoiy v 7 8 ; non}iiring, allowed penfions, 79; 

made liable to tranfportation, 188.* 
Claviere appointed minifter through Dumou- 



r$rit,. 369*!; : 
Capet family, decree concerning, 300. < 

of 2,0,600 ' men' propofed to be eftabliftied 
by Serv^n v 140 5 oppofed by the king, ibV 



rier, 136; difmiffed through him; alio, I4I 



Carnot and other . deputies of the convention profcribed- by Robefpierre, 32,5 



fight 



at the head of columns at Maubege, Cloots an enthufiaft put to death, 355. 
honorable teftimony in his favour, 482; ; Coblentz taken by the French, 452. 



cholen a dire&or, 500. 
Castries' wounds, Lameth in a duel, for which 

his hpufe'Js ranfacked, 78. 
^As^r^iow.v Wurmfer defeated at, 52,9. 

Carrier, tried for his crimes at Nantz, 439. 
Cape of Good Hope tak'en by the Englilh, 518, 
Cavalry,: JtenjcH, take feveral {hips of war, 

(2eret great vi&ory 'gained at, by the republic 
CHAiyiERi, ^ni affaffiri employed by Robefpierre, 



1 * # i 



the 



Ch;ANP:ERN400RE,. . . admirable, conduct of 
French colonifts there, 103 to 105. • 

Charleroi . befieged, and : furrendered to the 

.^Erjeach, ,38.9. 

Chaipelier prefident of the national affembly, 

24. *- ' ,; * ' w : - ' " " 

Chatelet, court ,of^ denounces Orleans and 

Mirabea^u,- 7 1 ; . fall, into* contempt for. their fri- 
volous proceedings, ib* - : ' - 

.Charges againft X.ouis XVI. founded on fecret 

papers difcovered, 203. — See Iron-Chest. 
Chaudot,, a banker at Paris, negociates a loan for 
the Englifh. prince of Wales, 347; put* to death 

tb» 1 .J ; 



Collot d'Herbois, attempt on his life, 409;: 
tranfported to Guiana, 489. 

Cologn taken by the French, 452. 

Coalesced powers, their fpecious aflurances,' . 

114; a<ft more openly, 135; difagrce, See duie 

of Tork. 

Cobourg defeats the French near Aix la Cha«- 
pelle, 243 ; his intrigues.with Biimourier, 247 ; 
manifefto. on the oecafion, 149; publiflies ano- - 
ther in open contradict ion of the nrft, 259 ; fig- 
nal defeat of, ; ;by Jourdan, 293 ; endeavours 
without effe£t to raife the Germans in a mafs,, 



445- 

Combined powers manifeft 

79 ; Galonne's opinions of, 



hoftile 



in 



intentions, , 
number of in > 



' I 793^ 289; their politics examined, 338; jea- 
lous of each other, 381. 
Colours, the national, ordered for the navy, 78 j . 

• another decree concerning, 347. . 
Commission of twelve, a86; Marat denounces 

them, and they, are . diffclvedJ z6q* 
Commissioners fent to feize -Dumourier, MY?- 

delivered over to the Auftrians, 248. 
Committee of public fafety, 263 ; members of, 
264 ; after the fall of Robefpierre, 432. 

Conde, prince of, flies France, 17 ; appears in 
Chauvelin French minifter in England treated arms on the frontiers, 87, 91. . 

. with contumely, 234; hisxonciliatory demea- Condorcet a diftinguifhed republican, 135 ; pre- 

. nor, 238 ; ordered to quit England, and the 01*- fents a plan of confutation, 2,58 ; propofes a 



der pubiifhed;in.the London Gazette, % ib. 
CuoisEtfiL fends an atteltation concerning the 
. .< king to the convention^ > sas.. 
.Church affairs difcuffed, 53 to 56. 

Children, . law concerning 'their education, 187. 



new convention, 268 ; refolves to die to defeat 
the tyrant, 32,5. 
Conde, fortrefs, taken by the Fi'ench,. 448, 
Conti, prince of, alaraied at the numerous publir 
cations on civil liberty, 7. 



Citizen the only appellation allowed in France, Conquests of France in 1794, 473. 



196. 

Clairfait propofes a. truce, 2,00; attacks the 

] French, 243 ; obliged to retreat before Jour- 
dan, 



Conspiracies, of Favras, 64; of Maillebois, 65 ; ; 
at Lyons, Toulon, and Marfeilles, 66; two by, 
Calonne and Breteuil, 89 ; of the Englifh mini- 



4515 attacked , at Juliers, and defeated fter dete&ed, 255; (fee spies.) at Stralburg, 
.with great daughter, .457* 327. 

•Clermont Tonnere. his decree for an amnefty, Constituent affembly, fee National, 



+ 1 



19 



Vol. IV, 
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'Constitution propofed, 37 , arrangements for 

carrying into execution, 56; new one of 1793, 



Democrats and Ariftocrats," the oarlieJl defigna- 

- tion, of parties, 11, '> : ; , 

completed, 282; of 1795, called of.- the third Descartes, his aflies removed to the pantheon, 



year, adopted, 493. 
Convention, national, meets, 188, 193 ; com- 
. mittea of cciiftitution appointed by, 194 ; vote 
the abolition of royalty, ib. — diffolvc them- 



404 



Pesee'e, counfel , of Louis, his defence, ^13; 

propofes an appeal to the people, $33. 
Defence of Louis XVI. 213. 



felves, 47 9 • 
Corazza coftee-hcufe, confpiracy there, 2,74- 
•CouKTER-revolutionary clubs eftabliflied, 80. 
Corvee aboliflied through the influence of Tur 



\ 



170 



Declaration of Louis, 2,29. 
D'estaign his diflualive letter to the queen a- 

gainft a flight, 50. 
Dego in Piedmont, battle of, 52,1; the Auftri- 
got, 6 ; attacked, 28. ans defeated there a fecond time, ib. • 

Contributions voluntaiy fuggefted byNecker, Delessart convi&edof treafon, ia6 ; beheaded, 

Cordeliers club, Danton popular in.it, 88; Desilles a brave youth, 73. 1 ' 

tumult in, 254; openly at variance with the Domains public to be-, difpofed of,« 341! 
Jacobins, 352,. 

CouR-plenicre a defpotic project attemptedineffec- 

. tually by Louis XVI. 7. . 
Courtray taken by the French, 148. 
CoRN-lhips of France flopped in Engliih ports in 

1792, conti'ary to law and treaty, 234. 
Cornwallis his bafe conduct to the French at 



Desaix defeats the Auftrians in a fignal man- 
ner at Platoberg, 447 ; bravery at Khel, 546! 
Deux Ponts the Pruflians driven out of* 32,7* 
Dillon, general Theobald, his unhappy fate, 131) 

Dillon, general Arthur, defends the pafs- at 
Biefme, 176; put to death by Robefpierre, 



Chandernagorc, 165, 
>rde', Charlotte, hcrl 
put to death, 2,86. 



369- ' 



Directory chofen, intrigues of the royalifts on 

tried and the occafion, 499; characters of <thofe -ele?i> 
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Corsica plots of the Englifli there, 396; fur- 

* rendered to tlie Englifli government, 397 ; eva- 
cuated, .542, 
Crevacoeur, taken, 453, 

Coutxct: produces a decree againft foreigners ? 

70; put to death with Robefpierre, 42,7* . 
Cu stink* s conquefts on the Upper Rhine, 184 ; 
attacks the' Truilians, 261; lacrificed to par- 

1 ■ 

tv. 
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D. 



ed, 500. 

Dress cliftin&ions of abolifhed, 57. 

Droit d'Aubaine aboliflied, 70. > - 
Drouet a poft matter ftops the; King, 96. ' ' • - 

Duel between Caiftries .and Lameth^ 78. -< 

Dueort, count, .his ., great a&ivity ,in • a confpi- 
racy, 92. - — .. • - 

Dupre', Giry^ his magnanimity, '^'X^"' ~- 

DuvEYRiER, difpatched to the emigrants* with 
concilatory propofitions, treated with indigni- 

; ty, 100. » . - • * 

Dumourier appointed minifter, 12,8 ; his con- 
. ,du& as minifter,. 136; advifes the difihiffion 



Dampierre a brave .general kilkd, 260. 
Danton a popular character in die Cordeliers of Roland, 141 ; fucceeds- Lafayette -end calls 

club, 88; firft conceive^ the defign of there- - * a council of war at Sedan, 175; his critical 

public, 135; appointed minifter of juftice, 

17b ; his vigorous proportion, 170 ; decreed,, 

♦171 ; propofes to raife the people in a mafs, 

300; the decree for that purpole, .301 ; profr 

cribed by Robefpierre, 362, ; put to death, 

364 ; his character, 365 

Debt' or France at the revolution. 4. 
Declaration of rights propofed by Lafayette, 
- Sleyes, arid Mounier, 38; bafis of paffed. in 
the form of refolutions, ib, new declaration 

propofed in the convention, 364/ 



pofition in the foreft. of Argonne,' 177 ; attacks 
the Auftrians at BofTu, 198 ; gains the immoiv 
tal vi&ory at Gemappe, ib. drives the enemy 
from Tirlemont. and. Liege, -J 2,00 difgraces 
himfelf forever, 2,01; goes to Paris, arid de r 
termines upon the invalion of Holland, '-2,4 x ; 

his plans, 242 ; two commiflioriers arrive in 

his camp, 245 ; holds an illicit ; iritercourfe 
with colonel Mack . an Auftrian officer, ■ ib* 
forms a perfidious concert with the -enemies of 

his country, jb. the Auftrians. violate the/en* 

■ — — * m T 
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gagement, 246 ; other commiflioners and a 

•fucceflbr fent to his camp, by the government, 
3,47 \ his troops cannot be ieduced from their 
patriotifen, 2,49; delivers- the deputies and 
Bournonville into the hands of the enemy as 

- hoftage.s, ib. flies to the Auftrians, ib. the mili- 
tary-* cheft which he had removed, is feized 
aiid brought into the republican camp, 2,50 ; 

> his chara&er, 250 ; his perfidy the foiirce 

of great public calamity to France, 254. 
Duverne du Presle, feized at Paris, and a 



1 ~55 > their intrigues in America, 0 
fatal effects of to the United States, fee Ame- 
rica ; pub Hlh their . motives for continuing the. 
war, which Is replied to, 350; fend two minif- 
•ters to Vienna to prevent the emperor from 
making peace, 450 ; machiavelian conduct hv 
negociating for peace, fee Mahncsburj and 
Wtckbam* 

English troops, miferable condition of, in the 

winter campaign of 1794-5, 470 ; embark 
for England, 47 1. 



c i -great confpiracy againft France developed, 576. English goods prohibited to be imported into the 



Dunan, fee Duverne. 

Domingo, St. troubles there, 89, 117, 123; a 
deputation from to the convention, 345; their 
...addrefs, 346; war there, 459. • 
Dubois Crance, his bold condutt, 254. 
JDugommier, general, fignalifes himfelf at Tou- 
lon* 333> and in the war againft Spain, where 
. rjjie is killed, fee Spain* ! ' 

Dunkirk, befieged by the duke of York, 2,91 ; Fab-re cTEgl^ntine denounced, with ethers, by 
fuajmohs the place ; the governor'* reply, 292. Robefpierre, 357. 



Batavian and French republics, 54 1. 
English officers perfidious conduct .of, .459, 461. 
Executive council refute the allegations of Eng- 
land, 234: demand a categorical anfw<*r from 

England, 238. 

F 



Elizabeth, princefs, ; denounced, 359 ; tried, 

406 ; unjuftly put to death, 407. 
Emigration commences from France, 57; law 

againft, 81. : 
Emigrants appear armed under Conde in Alface, 

87, 9 i ; commence hoftility on the flight of 

the king ; 99 > raile troops in the king's name, 

who formally difavows the authorization, ib* 



Famars, a&ion at, 2,60., 
Fanatic pri efts their ferocity, 80, 117,- the op- 
polite .extreme of thofe who relinquiftied the 



priefthood, 327. 
Favras, his confpiracy to carry off .the king, 
64. 

Fayettj?, appointed to command the national - 
guards of Paris, 16; lingular adtlrefs of fix; 

grenadiers to him, 43 ; marches to quell a dis- 
turbance at Verfailles, 47^ ' refigns his com- 
•ihand, 88 ; reaffunies it, ib. fired at by a royalift 

treated with unmerited lenity by the national aflaffin whom he fets at liberty without punifh- 

aflembly, 99; an envoy fent to offer .them ho- - ment, 100 ; takes command of an army on the 

norable terms treated with infult, 100; ilfue frontiers, 122; defeats the Auftrian army near 

proclamations, 113; decree againft, 115; the Maubege, 133; addrelfes a letter to the army 



Jdflg rpfufes to fan&ion it, ib. a more rigorous 



Auguft 



depree palled, 12,4; property of fequeftered, caufes him to go into exile, 168; feized with 
.127; taken in arms to be put to death, 196. 
Emperor takes , the command of the troops on 



1 



and 



Auftrians 



- — - — ■ i W 

^he Rhine, 583; .inaugurated in ridiculous pomp Federate republicanifm a dangerous projeft in 
' at Bruffels for the laft time, ib. France, 298. 

England, ftate .of parties there in 1792, 235; Federation, or national feftival, 67,^ 150.. 

arbitrary condud of, fee Treaties^ Genoa, Tus- Female warriors in the French armies, 186. 

English ministry exult in the diftreffes of 
. France, 139^ recaj their ambalfador at Paris 
■ ,-^fter the tenth of Auguft, 170 ; letter on that 
. occafion, ib. conduct of on the death of Louis, 
333 } they waver after the battle of Gemappe, 
238; form a yaft; confpiracy, which is dete&- 



Ferraud, a deputy, put to death in 4 an infurrec* 
tion, 487. 

Feudal fyftem, affli&ing abufes of, 6 ; .attacked by 
-Noailles, z6 ; by Karengal, 28; abpliflied, ib* 

Gei;man princes take offence at, 79. 

Feuill ans fociety of inftituted, 1 zoy excites the 
enmity of the Jacobins, ib* 
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Finances, ftate of, 3% 122; report on, 311, Geneva affairs of, 183, 540 



485.' 

Fitzgerald, iee Switzerland. 
Fleurus, memorable battle of, 390. 



Genoa, arbitrary condu& of the Englifh minifter 

there, 341 • 
Ghent furrenders. to the French, 299* 



Flag, the national tricolor, ordered for the navy, Gemappe memorable battle of 198, 



78; another decree concerning, 347. 
Fleet of merchantmen taken by the French, 518. 
Florence, audacious conduft of the Englifti mini- 

fter there, 341. 

Fombio, Beaulieu defeated there, 523. 

Foreigners, decree concerning, 492. 

Foulon and Berthier, two courtiers of foul re- 
putation put to death, 16* 

Fouquier Tainville a creature of Robeipierre, 
with feveral others put to death, 485. 

Fox oppofes a war with France, 237 ; character 



if 



Francis fucceeds the emperor Leopold, 12,6; 

precipitates the war,. 129. * 

Francois of Neufchateau his fpeech.to the con- 
vention, 193. • 

Frankenthal taken by the French, 452. 

Franconia, the French invade, fee Jourdan. 



Girondists fecede from the Jacobins, 190; fome 
account of, 191.; injured by the perfidy of 
Dumourier, 2,54*; rendered unpopular by fac- 
tious enmity, 2,64 ; their moderation fatal to 
them, 265 ; denounced, ib. arretted, 2,7 1 ; ap- 
peal to the nation, ib* conduft againft them on 

their trial, 316; condemned, 317, executed, 
318. 

Goltz, baron, the Pruffian ambaflador,. poifoned. 

by the allied, powers, 489. . 
Girondists, remarkable procedure of fix of 

them, 43. • 
Gs.EWV.ille the 

folence, 43. 

Grey andjervis their perfidious breach of public 
faith, 461. . . i r < " - 1 - 

Guards, the French, declare thejp refolution riot 
to fife upon their fellow citizens, 14, 




ifh Secretary of ftate his in- 



Fraternity decree of 197 ; moved by Larivjleli- Guillotine introduced, 178. 



ere Lapaux,' 2,33. 

Frankfort taken by the French, 185.; Pruflians 
appear before it, and barbarous conduft there, 
185, negociations opened at, betwen France 

and. Prulfia, 381. 

Franking letters aboliftied, 58* 
French, character at the commencement of the 



H. 



f 



1 

Hailes, the Englifh . minifter at Copenhagen, 
his arbitray conduft, 340 ; repelled,: 341. 

Ham in. Weft phalia, a royalift refcript iflued 
thence, 2,2,6. 



revolution, 5 ; affairs in -Afia, 100; bravery Hebert an incendiary* ordered out of prifon, 



under Dumourier * againft the Pruflians, 177 ; 

invade Heffe 185 ; combined againft the, 2,78 ; 

Kaiferflautern, 337 ; enter France and defeat 

the Auflrians at the celebrated mountain Verte, 

447; affairs of 1794, 557. 
Freytag, general, defeated, 292. 
Friends of the people, a fociety fo called at Paris, 

afterwards Jacobins, and why, 7. 



G. 



269 ; oppofes his patron Robeifpierre, 353 ; 
denounced with others, 354 ; tried and execu- 
. ted, 055. 

Hesse invaded by the French, 185. : 

Hessians great plunderers, 181. 

Hoche drives the .Pruflians out of Deux Ponts, 
32,7 ; ftorms^and carries the ftupendous works 
of Biesflioffen and Wrotte, 32,7 ; commands 

the armed force at Paris, 487/ 

Houchard his : mifcondudt, 393 ; put to death, 
293 



3*9 



Garat, minifter of Juftice, his account of two Hood his proclamations and conduft at Toulon, 

xemarkablexonverfations, 2,77 ; his account of 
Danton, 319. 
Game-laws aboliflied, 2,9. 



Howe, gains a vi&ory over Villaret off Breft, 



400, 



Garde du corps give an entertainment, at which Holland invaded by Dumourier, 241 ; invafion- 



the queen is prefent, 42, ; occafions a commo- 

tion* in which feyeral of them are put to 
death, 49. , 



of projected by Daendels, 464 ;- conquered and 
reitored to freedom by the French, 465 to 
469. 

Huques > Vi&or, ^n intrepid chara&er^ 460. 
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Hungarians behave bravely at Gemappe, 199, the Auftrians from their iritrenchments -on the 

heights of Chartreux with great {laughter,- 450 ; 
takes Duffeldorf, 511 compelled to retreat, 
513; advances into Franconia, 530; refigns 



I. 



Ice the French invade Holland by cromng, 465. 
Imprisonment 'arbitory, abolifhed, 57. 
iNniA-company. decree concerning, 310; fuppref- 

fed, ib. - . 

Ireland) expedition againft, 551. 



545 



K. 



KERSAINT refigns his feat in the convention, 
33 



Imperial pals-port given to convey forged^afftg- Khel, taken by Mgreau, 525 ; attacked by the 

nats into France, '405. 
Intirgues caufe infurre&ion at Paris, 100. 



gallant conduit of Lacombe 



Auftrians, 544; 

and Defaix there, 506 ; furrendcred. ib. 



Invalids, hotel of, ftormed and great quantities J£leber defeats *Clairfait at the Iron-mountain, 



of arms taken thence by the populace, 14 



443 ; takes Ma.eftricht, 456. 



Insurrection at Paris, 14, 173, 483, 536, 539. King not to be at any time more .than 2,0 leagues 



Iron Cheft difcovered in the Thuilleries, 2,03 ; 

further particulars of, 405, 
Iron frontier of France, vain attempt to conquer, 

343- 

Iron mountain, Clairfait defeated there, 443. 
Inviolability of the king iniifted on, 302,; re- 
futed, 303. 

Islands difcovered by the French; decree con- 

129 



from the legiilature, 83. 
Knights of the poniard, whence derived the title, 



8a. 



Laharpe, general, his brave conduct in Pied- 
mont, 52,0 \ at Codogno, where he is killed, 

5^3 



cernmg, 

Italy operations there, 520, 528, 539. See Lambel propofes the abolition of nobility, 63; 



Buonaparte. 



j. 



fupported" by Pelletier, . Lafayette,. . Montmo- 
' rency and Chappelierj 64. - ' 
Lally-Tollekjdal propofes a new title for the 



minions 



of 



Jacobin fociety its influence and power,' 11 1; 

origin and character of, 112,; 
fecede from, 190;- become the 

• Robefpierre, 2,64 ; "fliut up, 439 ; re-opened 

by Billaud, 483; and fliut up by the conven- 
tion* ib. 



king, 



3° 



; reiigns his feat .with others, 

offers, to defend Louis as his-counfel, 
the Girondifts Lamourette, his celebrated motion, 149. 



ib. 



Jervis and Grey their perfidious breach of faith in the revolution, 13. 



Lamballe, pincefs ,of arretted and fent toprifon, 

167 ; put to death, 172,. 
Lambesc, prince of, charges with his regiment 
and kills feveral people, the firft blood drawn 



La Lune, near Chalons, Pruflians encamp at, 
Lamoignon Malesherbes defires time to offer 



in the Weft- Indies, 461. 
Jesus and the Sun, the title . of fanatical and 

counter-revolutionary, affociations, 489. 
Jews releafed from penal oppreffiori, 70. 
Judiciary departments eftabliflied, 69. 

Jourdan fucceeds to the command in Flanders, 

and takes a ftrong polkion at Maubege, 293 ; 
' attacks and* defeats . Cbbourg in a lignal man- 
ner, ib. retakes the greater part of Flanders, 

-293; removed by Robefpierre, 374; re-ap- Lavaux, a French general in the Weft-Indies, 

pointed and defeats the Auftrians after an ac- his manjy conduit, 459. 

tion of two days, 385; takes Arlon and be- Landremont, general, defeats the Auftrians at 

lieges Charier oi, 388; gains the. immortal vie- . Wielfembourg and Lauterbourg, 2^3; again 



arguments to the convention, 2,23. 

Lariveiliere Lepaux, his motion of fraternity, 

32,3 ; chofen dire£tor, .500. 
Land-tax eftabliflied, .70. 

Launay, governor of the Baftile, put to death, 

14- . ; 



* 1 



tory of Fleurus, 390 ; drives Cobourg before 
him, 44* > gains t tH yi^j'M. Soignes, ^ ib. 
takes T Namur, 444 j. takes "Liege, ib. drives 



> 1 



294- 

.Lavoisier, the celebrated chemift, profcribed 
. by Robefpierre, 32,3. 

. ; - 7 H 
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Landau taken by Cuftine, 184. 



the formation of a camp near Paris, 140 j his 



Le Bon, an agent of RobefpieiTe, denounced,- conduit to the populace in the Thuilleries cou- 



480; punilhed, 491. 



rageous^ 145 ; repairs to the affembly on the 



Lecointre accufes Barrere, Collot, and Billaud, tenth of Auguft, 159 ; lent to the temple, and 



anfp 



names. 



Legislative affembly conftltuted, 106 ; king 
meets them, 107 ; lend a meffage to the king- 
on the public danger, and he attends them, 
119; they fpontaneoufly terminate their feiiiori, 

188 ; character, 189. 
Leo3 3 old, his cautious politics, 79, 114, iai, 

12,2,; becomes lefs referved, 12,4; dies, 126. 
Letourneur chofen a director, 500. 
Liancourt, duke of, prendent of the affembly, 

17 ; propofes a medal to be ftruck, 30. 
Liberty, principles of, ardently difcuffed, 7. 
Lettres de cachet, horrible engine of defpo- 

tifm, 6 ; totally aboliflied, 57. 

Lillo, fort, French fliips pafs, 2.41. 



• a commiflion of twenty-four appointed to pre- 
pare charges againft him, %o% ; private papers 

difcovered, 203, fee iron chest ; .protefts againft 

the fentence of death, 22,3; character, 251; 
Louis XVII. fonof Louis- XVI. fa called, 256; 
.„ dies* 491. 

Lucas, a Batavian admiral, betrayed with' his 
fleet into the hands of the Englilh, 543. 

Luxembourg, Auftrians defeate d near, '390", 
taken by the French, 511. 

Luxembourg palace, afligned to the directory 
and named after their , office, 500. 

Lyons revolt, at, 2,83; 



M. 



MACS 



ance 



45/5 



military 

the army in difguft, 39 1; 



tumult at the Mam 



Lisle befieged by the allies-, 182; forced to raife Macnamara, an Irifli- French captain, killed in 

the fiege, 1S3- 
Loan of thirty millions propofed, 33. 
Lodi, battle of, 52,4. 



J the 

French, 180. 
L.OTTEKirs aboliflied, 79. 

Lou.vain furrenders to the French, 109. 

Louis XIV. his ufurpations and extravagance a 

prominent caufe of the revolution, 4. 
Louis XV , a debauched and abandoned chara&er, 

4 



Maestrickt taken by Kleber, 456. 
May the thirty-firft, 270. 

Marat firft noticed, 88; a&h e in the meafures 
of 2,d September, 173; denounced by Salles, 
267 ; accufes 300 deputies of the convention, 
357 ; put to death by a woman, 385; charac- 
ter of, 287. 

Manuel reiigns his feat in the convention, 333. 
Mandats, a new paper medium introduced, 538. 
Maubege, Auftrians defeated at, 2,69; French 



Louis XVL traits of his chara&er, 4; alarmed take a ftrong pofition near it, 393." 

at the proceedings of the national affembly, and Mauri 



orders their hall to be fliut, ib. accepts the 
fundamental articles of the confutation with a 
refervation, 43; accepts it pure and fimple, 

44 ; dangerous fituation at Verfailles, • 48 ; 
obliged to go to Paris, 49; efcorted to the 
Thuillei^es, 5o;.difplays unufual firmnefs, ib. 

intends to fiy to Metz, ib. plots to carry him 

e 2 ? av?~as and Maillcbois.. -Takes the oath 



Marriage, law of regulated, 187. 



M 



aded, 52,9; itzWurmser. 



Dufc 



oir, ie 



at a public feftivai, 69 ; is about to pi-oceed to 
St. Qoud, 87 : {harp reply to a grenadier, ib. 
obliged to remain in Paris, 88, flies from Paris 

with his . family,. 94 >' icopt and obliged to re- 



Malisisbury, lord, concludes a treaty between 
England and the Stadtholder, for the payment 
of Pruffian troops, 382 ; appointed to negoti- 
ate at Paris," 547 ; delufive mode of conduct 

• and obliged to quit Paris, 55b. 

Maillebois, his plot to carry off the, king, 65, 
' 66. 



turn, 97'., 98 ; accepts the conidtution, 105 ; Manifesto of Brunfwick 



refufes to fan&ion the decree againft the emi- 



115 s ; and againft 



priefts^ N n8 ; 



grants, 

character of by madame Roland, 336 ; contra- 



ct Paris, 154* 
Massena diftingi 

Marseillois a£ 



di£s a publication of Petion, 139; oppofes -Auguft 



\ 
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Maroons, barbarity of the Englifli to, 517. 
Maximum the law of, 347; repealed, 480. 
Maria Antoinette an ambitious woman, 4; 

' influence fatal to her huiband, 1 1 ; highly 
wounded by the limitation of the prerogative, 
41 ; preient at a feditious feaft, 42 ; occaiions 
her i'ne to be threatened, 48 ; is faved by the 
bravery of a foldier, ib.; appears at a balcony 
with the king and her fon, and obliged to go to 
Paris, 49 ; flight from Paris, 94 ; chara£ter of 
by Madame Roland, 137; her fpirited conduct 
on the tenth of Auguit, 160 ; her trial, 303 ; 
• fentence, 306 ; death, 307 ; chara&er, ib, N. 
Men in taken by the t rench, 148, 

Menteold, St. royal family itapt there, 96. Nantes, difturbances at, 23. 
Mentz taken by the French, 185; the Pruliians Nancy, Bouille's wicked conduft there, 72. 

lay liege to, 2,6a; retaken, 0,86. ~~ ~ 

Merznich the ftrong mountain of ftormed and 



447 ; fucceeds Pichegru, 453; takes Khel, 525; 
enters Brifgau and defeats Wurmfer, 52,6 ; de- 
feats the archduke^ 537 ; marches into Ger- 
many, 53° 5 marches along the Danube, and 
defeats the Auftrians near Auglburg, 531; 
gallant retreat, ib. : \ * 

Mountain faftion why fo called 152; fome ac- 
count of, 190 ; gain unbounded power, 257. 
Monsieur only remains of all the branches of 
the royal family, 81 ; flies and pafles the 

frontier in fecurity ; 98, decree againft him, 



"3 



taken by the republicans, 451. 



Min 



Ministers appointed by Louis, 31 ; changed, 
78 ; declared refponfible, 87 , excluded from 



Namur taken by the French, 200. 
Naples, king of, declares war againft France, 

300 ; feeks peace and it is granted, 52^7. 

National cockade worn by the king, 161. 
National afiembly conftituted, 8 ; annul all 

exiftino: taxes, ib ; alarms the nriviWed clafles 



legiilative functions, ib.; changed, 119 ; again, and court, 9 ; door of their hall ftiut by the 
12,4'; again, 12,6-; again, 12,8; 141; 150; 151; king, and they affemble in a, tennis-courc, 9; 

meet in a church and chufe Bailly prefident, 
ib.; the king ^ declares their refolutions void, 
10; informs tfiem they may adjourn to Soiffons 
or Noyau, 12; addrefs the king on the troubles 
at Paris, 13; dignified conduA on the king's 
the king, 10; members decreed inviolable on flight, 95; diffolves itlelf, 105; chara&er of, 
his motion, ib.; his opinion on tythes, 35; 



*95- 

Military fchooi inftituted, 411. 
Military promotion newly aiTanged, 418. 

Miomandre gallant conduft of,' 48. 
Mirabeau, his bold reply to a mefiage from 



106. 



fupports a reform in the church, 54; becomes National inftitute eftablifhed, 50Z j feftival of, 
a . courtier, 6 1 ; opinion on the difpoiition of 



54i 



conftit 



property, 83 ; chara&er, 84. 
Miranda, general, commands the right wing of the nation on the treafon of Dumourier, N 2.66- 



the army under Dumourier, 2,42 ; inverts Mae- 
• ftricht, 243 J liege railed, ib. 

Mons furrenders to the French, 199. 

MoNTESQT 



diflblves itfelf, 497; chara&er of, 498- 
Naval aftion between Villaret and Howe, 400 ; 



Mediterranean 



479 



- ceived with open arms, 183; marches to Gene- Naval equipment ordered, 61. 
va, and is obliged to take refuge in Swiffer- Navy, diforclers in, atBreft^j ftate of, 1794, 



- land, ib. 

Montgillard, a fpy of the Englifli court, his 
account of France, 403. , - • 

Mount Cenis a&ion there, 10 



commands 



297 



V 



Monuments of royalty deft 

Montmedy, the king and 

96. 

Montmorin interrogated by the aflembly, 113. 



399 

Neutral powers, treaties againft, 339- order 
of the Englifli government againft, 343 ; treat- 
ment of by England, fee Genoa, Tuscany, AmerU 

ca, and Hailes. 

Netherlands abandoned by the French 48 - 
invaded by the allies and reconquered by the 
French, 366, 368. J 

Neerwinden battle of, 244 ; Dumourier fufpeaed 



Moreau takes Nieuport, &c. 4445 takes" Cad- defeat, 245. 



fand. 



Tripftadt, 



71 



connived at his - own 

againft, 543, 
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Necker's efforts to reftore the profperity of 

France by loans and economy, 6 ; acquires ap- 
plaufe and enmity by his efforts, ib. is difmifled, 

ib* recalled andadvifes the affembage of the 
ftates -general, 7; great popularity, 11; fud- 
. denly ordered. to quit France, 13; recalled, 



51 ; returns, 69; profcribed and put to death 

by Robefpierre, his char after, 334. 
Outrages at Aix, 80 ; Lyons, and Vannes, ib< 
in Paris, 100. 



P. 



finds his influence with the people weak, 

a decree of amnefty .propofed.in honor of Paine, Thomas, a diftingiiiflied- republican, 135; 



*5 
18 

his return, 19; foon reverted, 20 ; propofes a 



elefted by four , fevei~al departments to a feat 

temporary loan of thirty millions, 33 propofes in the convention, 194 ; his opinion on the fen- 

a voluntaiy contribution, 36 ; his letter on the tence of Louis, 2,2,4 ; his reply to Burke, 2,37 ; 

fufpenfive veto returned unopened, 38; lofes imprifonedby Robefpierre, reaiTumes. his feat, 

his popularity, 51; refents the difcovery of 439* ^ , , 

abufes in the red-book, 65 ; his. reputation funk, Pache minifter of war, 194; difinifled, 2,33, 

66 ; publiflies a book in defence of nobility, 74 ; Paoli betrays . ^he republic, 362. 



his character, 75 



Papers, private" of Louis, See Iron-Chest. 



Nismes, outrages there under colour of religion, Paris, great commotions at, on Necker's difgrace,- 



\3i 

ties 



67. 

Nice, the whole country of fubmits to the French, 
184, 

Nimeguen forfaken : by the Englifli, 454; who the king, 44; Petion chofen mayor of ijioppo- 
fire upon their allies,. the Dutch, in their re- fition to Lafayette, iaqj in great alarm at 



divided into fixty cliflri£ts and ele& depu- 
ib. the populace of proceed to Verfailles, 
43 ; oblige the aflembiy to, fend a deputation to 



treat, 455 

Noirmoutier taken from the rebels, 2,73. 



Brunfwick's manifefto, 157 the commune of 
intimidate the convention, 270. 



Nobles wholly exempt from taxes, 6 ; refift an Parliament, of Paris banifhed, 7; foori re- 



accommodation with the tiers etat, 8. 



Nobility purchafable, 6 ; propofed to aboliih, tions 



called, ib. of the provinces ceafe from all func- 



•r - 



62 ; decreed, 63* 



Parma and Modena contributions levied on, ,523, 



Noailles diftinguiflied on the popular fide, %6. Party firft diftin&ions of, 11 ; party fpirit ap- 



Non-juring priefts allowed penflons, 79 ; banifh- 
ed in confequence of their violence, 117. 



0. 



pears in the aflembiy, 24; ftate of, 71, 134, 

189; ftate of on the treachery S Dumouriei\ 



?53 



on the profcription of the Gironde, 274 * r 

481 ; under the con- 



mm 

Ochs, Mr. of Bafle, his attachment to France 
faves his countiy from a war, 49 1 • 



^1794, 344 5 m 1795, 
ftitution of the third year, 501 ; grows to an 
afffi&ing excefs, 546. 
Pa vi a. treaty of difcovered, and heads of, 109. 



O'Hara, the Englifli general, wounded and taken Pay of the army augmented, 61. 



pi'iforier at Toulon, 33^ 



Peace, . prop of al for by the convention, upon the 



O'Mara, governor of Dunkirk, his reply to the bafis of an exchange of the queen for the be- 



duke of York, 292. 
Oneglia fubmits to France, 395. 
Opinions different on the revolution, 4. 

Organization of laws, a committee appointed 
for, 484. 



. trayed deputies, 2,64; treaty for with Pruflia, 
4605 with other powers, fee Tr eaties j t over* 
tures for by England, See Wickbam and Malms- 
bury. K ... 
Peletier aflaflinated, 333* 



Orders of nobility and clergy, unite with- the PeRe Duchefne, a p opular Journal fo called, 254^ 

Petion chofen mayor of Paris, 12,0 ; proclaims 

the intention of the king to fly, 139 ; fufp en- 
ded from office, . 148 ; reftored, 150 j demands 



commons, 12. 



Ostend, taken by the French, 200 ; great quan- 
tities of forged aflignats found there, 393. 

Orleans, duke of, refufes to enter into objec- 
tions againft reform, difplays great zeal in 
thecaufe of civil liberty, 11; declines the of- 



U1C CaulC UX UlVii uuw uy , a x j uvviuiws uiv wx- — ft 7 / 

fice of prefxdent, 13 ; withdraws to England, of Commons, 339 



the depofition of the king, 157. 
Pilnitz, convention at tranfpires, 108 ; whea 
figned, 110 ; acknpwledged in the Englifh Houfe 



* 



\ 
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PicHEGRtr carries the Auftrian redoubts atHage- 



their propofitions to Dumourier, ib. folicit a 



nau, 327 5 defeats the allies at Courtray, 384 ; truce to bury their dead, granted, 179 ; raife 
retires lick to Bruffels, 453 ; his motives fuf- the liege of Landau, 32,8. 
. pe&ed, 454 ; oppofes the invafion of Holland, 
but when determined upon joins the army, 
465 ; removed to another command, 47 1 ; 
his conduct remarkably fufpicious, 512; re- 
moved from the army, 534. 



Iirmasens, a&ion at, 389. 

P?, river crofTed by Buonaparte, 523. 
Politics of . the allied powers examined, 338. 
Po.x-tax ordered to be levied double, 7. 



Primogeniture, law of debated, 8q ; abolifhed 
10. 

Public fun&ionaries obliged to remain at their 

ttations, 83. 

Puissaye a counter-revolutionary incendiary, 
296 ; appears again at Quiberon, 504. 



0: 



Pougnac, the family of, obliged to fly France, Queen of France, fee Mark Anto?iiette^ conven- 
17; their lhamelefs robbery of the public dif- 
co\ered in the red-book, 66. 



Plan *>f the French campaign, 133, 375. 



tion propofe to exchange her for the betrayed 
' deputies, 2,64 ; trial of, 303 ; fentence, death, 



Plot ajainft the conftitu tion of 1795, 465; a tu- Qj 



character, 307. 



mult thereupon, 496; appeafed, 497. 
Pope interferes in the revolution, 79, 117. 
Pope's territory invaded, 527. 
Porentrvi incorporated with France, 197. 
PondigheIy, fee Asia. 

Priestly, Dr. ele&ed to the French conven- 
tion, but declines the honor, 194. 



. 1 ™- r r - - - Q 

againft, 503 ; troops landed at, 504 ; hiilory of 

the tranlaftions, 505, to 510. 



R. 



Rabaut de St. Etienne propofes an union of the 



Priests, fanatic, their ferocity, 80 ; taken in three orders without efFe£t, 8 j profcribed, fee 



arms to be put to death, 315 ; their fury, 489. 
Princes of tiie blood alarmed at the dangers 
that threaten monarchy, 7, 

Prisoners, decree concerning, 348. 

Prisons, fevera'i foiled and prifoners i*eleafcJ, 
Hi 0 



Girondists. 

Rochambeau reftores tranquillity at Stnilburg, 
2,3 ; takes command of an army on the fron- 
tiers, 121 ; reiigns in difguft, 132. 
Red-book, enormous watte of public money dis- 
covered by, 65; refented by Necker, ib. 

Proclamation ifiued by the king, expreflmg his Regency debated, 83. 

intention to refide in Paris, 52, ; another au-- Regent, the elder brother of Louis affumesthat 
thoriling martial-hw, 53; on the country being title, 256. 

Religion dragged into contention to aggravate 

ignorance againft reform, 66. 
Religious worfliip declared free, 338. 
Reubel chofen a dire&or, 500. 
Republic decreed, one and indivifible, 264. 

Republican club, members of, 225. 



declared in dangei, 151; of Dumourier, 249, 
Protestants, the defendants of thofe who 
fuffered by the edift of Nantz, reftored to 
their patrimony, 70. 
Provisional executive council, their order for 



the execution of Louis XVI. 229. 
Provisions, an equal quantity to private foldiers Revolutionary tribunal inftituted, 257; rules 

and general officers, ordered by the convention, . of, 362. 

Republicans avow their principles on the flight 

of the king, 96 ; their efforts, 135. 
Robespierre, an obfcure individual, 88 ; ap- 
pointed public accufer, 171; fuccefsful in his 



and th<e rule extended to the navy, 447. 
Provinces, feveral renounce their exclufive pri- 
vileges in favour of the nation, 29 ; the ancient 
names and boundaries of annihilated, 57. 



Prussia declares againft France, 148 ; king op- intrigues with the clubs, 190'; denounced by 



poles arming the people, 380 5 negociates with 
. France, 381, 489. 

Prussians repulfe^ at Biefme, 176 ; again and 

defeated after a clofe a&ion of 14 hours, 177 ; 

deplorable condition at Champaigne, 178 ; 



Lafource, but the charge quaflied, 194: gains 

■ boundlefs power, 257 ; dire&s the Jacobins, 

264 ; a converfation of his, remarkable, 277 ; 

■ alarmed at the death of Marat, 2,86 ; employs 
Chalier, at Lyons, 297 ; inftitutes a folemn 

7 K 



1 
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mofr sery of religion, and a&s the high-prieft, Servan appointed war minifter," 136; propofes 

407, 409 ; a young woman willies to kill him, a camp near Paris, 140 ; difmilfed, 141. 
is put to death, 410 ; hatred gathers round Scheldt, the opening of, a pretext for war, 
him, 414; appaled by Cambon, by Bourdon, 234, 240; French {hips pafs up that .liver, to 

Antwerp, 241. 

Sentence of death declared againft Louis XVL 
223. 

September fecond, infurre&ion of, 173. 
Seventy-oiic members profcribed by RobefpieriY, 



and Tallien, 415; abfents himfelf, 418; ap- 
pears in the convention, 419 ; driven from the 

tribune, 424 ; put in arreft with Couthon and 
St. Juft, 425 1 fuffers death with his brother 

and others, 427 ; "chara&er, 428 ; compared 

with Cromwell, 430. 

Rhine, operations on, 524; the Auftrians driv- 
en from, \b, fee Moreatu 

Revolution caufes of, 4 ; pervades aTFFrance, 
18. 

Rights of man propofed and oppofed, 24; de- 
claration of, 39; new declaration promulged, 

282. 



reftored to their feats, 481. 
Sieves propofes a declaration of fupreme legifa- 
tion, 8 ; his fentiments oh tythes, 35 ; his plan 

of reprefentation admirable one adopted, 57 - r 
Sicily, fee Naples. 

Sheridan, his opinion in the Englifli commons 
on the war, 237. 

Slavery aboliflied in the French colonies, 346- 



Ronsin, an incendiaxy, his defparate propofi- Spain and England difpute and arm, 61; intei^ 

feres in the fate of Louis, 221; wa* againft 
335, 394 > Spaniards overrun Roufilbn, 256 ; 



tion, 254. 

Rossignol, general, defeats the rebels in Ven- 
dee, 298. 

Roland an upright man, appointed minifter 

through Dumourier, 136 ; difmiffed, 141 ; a 

letter prefented to the king by, which he lays 
before the aftembly, 145 ; perie.cuted by Pvobe- 
fpierre, 265. 
Roland, Madame, her character of Dumourier,. 
fee Dumourier of Briflbt, fee BriJJbt, is pro- 
fcribed alter the fall of the Girontie, 319; her 
defence, 320; death magnanimous, 323. 



lues for peace, fee Treaties. 

Soignks, vi&ory obtained byjourdan :here, 442* 
Southern departments adhere to tie Gironde,. 
283. 

Spires taken, 185. 



with 



England 



of them feised in France 

ifpondence, 255; fixty more,. 
299 ; more, 354, 

Statues and other antiquities taken as contri- 
bution from Rome, 528. 



Rousseau, a ltatue ere&ed to his memory, 79 j Stadtholder flies to England, 497 



allies of removed to the pantheon, 404, 

Russia the Englifli treaty with 



SxAMP-duty a grievance complained of in France, 



concerning 



7 



neutral powers, 339. 



land 



310 



Saar-Louis, taken by the Auftrians, 327. S 
Salles, a remarkable converfation of his with S.TATES-general 



Strasburg difturbances there, 22 ; quelled by 
Rochambeau, 23- 



Garat, 279 

Salt- tax aboliflied, 70. 



j 



ropofed, 37. 
publifli a declaration 
tboliflied, fee Hollands 



.gainli 



Santerre appointed commandant of the military with Robespierre 



St, Cloud, king about to go thither, is prevent- 



a, 



force of Paris, 159^ 
Sardinia, king of, arrefts. the French ambaflador, 
183 ; war declared againft him, 335 ; actions 

there, 458 5 compelled to feek an ignominous St. Meard, remarkable cafe of, 174. 



Domh 



peace, 522. 
Savoy incorporated with France, 196* 
Scarcity, very great at Paris, 215 caufes com- 
motion, 32, 42. 43. 

Scherer invefts Landrecy and takes it, 448 ; 

takes Conde x Valenciennes, £s? c. 



efign 

Sweden, king of, refufes to receive a difpatch 



France* 114; facrificed by Ankerftroni 



128. 



•guards 



127 
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Switzerland, arrogant behaviour of the Englifh Trial of Louis XVI. 203 to 229. 



minifters there. 



Wickbam 



:ainft 



T. 



Talleyrand Perigord, his bold propofition, 53 



fentence of death, 224. 

Truguet, admiral, appears betore Onaglia, and 
the treachery of the inhabitants induces hinx 



Taxes, debated, 25; propofcd to be equalized . to deftroy the town, 184; uniuccefsful expedi- 



by St. Fargeau, 29. 

Tallien attacks Robefpierre, .423. 



tion of, 257 ; 



admiral 



TENNis-court, the national affembly meet there, the Englifli, 315. 



9- 

Terror pervades Paris, 407.. 

Thiqnvtlle belieged by the allies, 182. 

Thuilleries, feveral perfons killed. in the gardens 
of, by Lambefc, 13 ; a great number of armed 
men privately introduced there, 82 ; populace 
force the gates and enter the palace, 145 ;. in 



Tuscany fues for peace and it is granted, 480* 
Turgot caufesthe abolition of the corvee, 6. 
TYTHESpropofed to be aboliflied, 34; fentiments 



ed, 36. 



and 



36 ; aboliih- 



V. 



alarm and put in a ftate of defence on the 10th Valenciennes, bad news from, 265 3 lurren- 



of Auguft, 158. 

Tirlewont taken by the Auftrians, 244. 



dered by the French, 289 ; taken by the French 
448. 



TiERS-etat, or third eftate, debates on the num- Valeze reports upon the trial of Louis, 202, 



ber of its reprefentatives, 8. 

Titles of Monfieur and Madame aboliflied, L98. 

Tippo Sultaun fends an embafly to France, 10 1, 
difappointed by the referve of the French, ib y 
attacks Granganore, .and gives a colour for 
war on the part of the Englifli, ib. who fend 



Verdun captured by the Auftrians, 199, 
Versailles, the populace of Paris merch to, 43 ; 
great outrages committed there, 45, 46 ; La- 



fayette arrives there, ib. 
r eto, or abfolute negati 
Jar, 37, 



king, unpopu- 



private fuccours to xhe rajah of Travancore, Vengeur a French fliip, the heroifm of her crew, 
102; a great confederacy formed againft him, 420. 

Vendee aflemblies of infurgents there, 255; 
country delcribed, 294 ; the civil war renewed, 

chiefs of 



ib. 



Troops large bodies of, marched towards Paris, 



12. 



Tobago taken by the Englifli, 337. 
Toulon, confpiracy there opened by the Englifli, 



47 



the 



the 



infurgents 



fubmit, 



476 ; revolt again, 503 ; Hoche appointed to 

againft the infui*gents, 519 ; fubju- 



288; perfidy and breach of faith by the Englifli gates them, 520. 

there, 331 ; the allies expuifed thence, 334; Venlo and Nuvs taken by the Fi*ench, 452* 



deplorable ftate of the Letrayed royalifts, 335. Victories of the French number of, 474. 
Tournay unhappy affair at, "131 



alarm 



Treaty of England, with RuHia, Hefie-Caffel, furre&ion, 71. 



Sardinia, Spain, 339; vrith Sicily, 
Baden, Portugal, Heffe-Darmftadt, 



Pruflia, 
340; of 



England with Pruflia, in 1794, a remarkable je&, 400, 



Villaret, commands the French fleet in a na^ 
val a£Uon, 399 ; is defeated but obtains his ob- 



2. 



one, 38 

Treaty of France, with Tufcany, 480; with 

Pruflia, 490 ; with Spain, 49 1 ; with Sardinia, 
522 ; with Naples, 527 ; Wirtemberg and 



Vi 



archbifhop of, oppointed prefident of 



the aflembly, 13. 
osges, the inhabitants 
180 



—7 j^>~ j % 1 — ; 

ftronger treaties, 520 ; Parma, 542. 

Treves, the French enter it, 447. 



and 



W. 

WAR, right of declaring, declared to belong to 

the nation, 62 } war of conquefts decree againft^ 

7 L 
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4 

ib.j declared againft the emperor, 130; plan 

of the campaign bad, 13 1; declared againft 
England, 239 ; and the ftadtholder, 240 \ a- . 

gainft Spain, 258. 
Waal, the French pafs it on the ice, 465. 
W ales, the Englifli prince of, negotiates a loan 



Wurmser attacks the French on the Lanter, 
326; takes Wiefiembourg, horrid barbarity of 
his troops, 327 ; takes Saar Louis, ib. y de- 
feated by Moreau, in the Brifgau, 526 ; marches 
an army into Italy, 52,8 ; beaten at Caftiglione, 
529 ; throws himfelf into Mantua, 530, 



in France in' 1794, 347 \ the banker executed, York, duke of commands at Famars, 261 ; un- 
47. dertakes the conqueft of French Flanders, and 

marches againft Dunkirk, 291; has a treache- 
rous communication with the commandant 



123, 3 



35; 



West-Indies, war there, 89, 117 

temper and difpofition of the Africans, 336; 

operations of the Englifli there, 458, 515, 
Whitolck, an Englifli colonel, his bafe be- 
haviour, 459* 
Winter, general de, pafles into Holland, 446. 



which is difcovered by the French, 292 ; the 
go\ ernor removed and put to death, takes 
Lincelles, ib. defeated and forced to fly, 293 ; 
quarrels with Clairfait, 383. 5 repulfes the 



AVickham, the Englifli agent's arrogant propofi- French, 386; out-generaled by the French, 



his divifion deftroyed, and he narrowly efcapes 
by the flectnefs of his horfe, 387 ; puiTued and 
defeated at Malines, 443 ; burns his magazines 
Wissembourg, Auftrians defeated near, 293^ to an immenfe amount, and flies from Antwerp, 



tions, 534* 

Wni^EN, Felix, his brave condudl at Thion- 
ville, 182; his perfidy, 297. 



taken, 327 ; retaken, 328. 
Woolstokcraet, Mrs. quoted, 5* 
Worms taken by the French, 185. 



444 ; retires behind Breda, ib. forced to quit 
that polition, 449 ; retreats a^ain, 452 ; flies 
from Nimeguen, 455 quits the army and re- 



W omen and children barbaroufly butchered by turns to England, 466. 



the Pruflians, 29 u 



Ypres, taken by the French, 148 ; but furren- 
dered to the allies, ib. retaken by Moreau, 

39 1 * 
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ERRATA. 



Page 2. line 4. from the bottom, for eminent, reacj imminent. 
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112, 

473- 
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553 



554 



9- 

19. 

18. 



8. 

5- 

3- 
8. 

*3- 
16. 

8. 
*3- 



from the top, 
from the bottom 



6. from the 



top, 

from bottom. 



from the top 



surrounded — 


- furrenderedr 


adolescent — 


- fomnolent. 


constitution - 


- people. 


Choiseuil — 


- Bretueil. 


constitution - 


- people. 


nine 9 - 


— ten. 


bis 


— their. 


suspension - 


— fuffufion. 


That 


— Thus. 


their 


— thefe. 


stretched' 


— flcetched. 


• nova I 


— novel. 


• became 


— becomes. 



I N D E X 



TO THE 



SECOND VOLUME. 
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* * 

ARMY, an enormous one, 263. 

Anjou, duke of, his cruel liberty to Oliver Cliflbn, 175; 
appointed regent of France in cafe of the king's death, 
377 5 takes the king of Naverre's poflefiions in Langue- 

doc^ 180 ; his cruel edict at Guienne, but which he re- 
yokes, 181 $ feizes his predecefibr's treafures, 202, 2055 
differs about the regency and pofTefilons with the dukes 
of Berry, Bourbon, and Burgundy, which is fettled by 
arbitration, 203 5 prolongs the refidence, and enlarges 
the privileges of the Jews, 204; the people come to 
his palace demanding a repeal of the taxes as promifeJ 
by king John, 205 J he commits repeated acts of injus- 
tice on the treafury, 2165 makes an irruption into Italy, 
is crowned king of Sicily, 230; after being reduced to an 

abject ftate, is killed, 230 j his character, 205. 

D'Arteville, Philip, count of Flanders, is ' appointed head 
of the troops at Ghent, 21S $ routs the count of Bruges,, 
lakes the town, and mafi'acrcs its inhabitants, 219 5 ap- 
plies for '"and obtains affiftance from France, 220 j enga- 
ges with the army, of Cliflbn, and dc Vienna, and is flam 
with moft of his army, 222. 

Alencon, duke of, cited to anfwer a plot toafiift the Englifh, 
408 5 confefies his intentions, 409 ; his trial and fentence 
to remain prifoner for life, 410 $ releafed by Lewis Xlth, 
426 ; enters a league with the duke of Burgundy, 526 5 
is feized by the king, and fentenced as before, 527 5 dies 

in prifon, 531. 

Arc, Joan D* the famous maid of Orleans. The manner of 
introducing herfelf to the king, foliciting to lead the army, 
and promifing to relieve Orleans, then clofely invefted, 
352, 3545 obtains many victories, though, never fought 
herfelf, 3555 Ihe is wounded, which difpirits the troops, 
ib. 5 compels the fiege of Orleans to be raifed, 356 $ takes 
Troyes, 359 5 requefts leave to rerire, but is refufed, 359, 
362 5 takes Moutier, 363 ; herfelf and family highly ho- . 
noured by the king 3635 is taken prifoner, 3645 rigorous 
and infulting treatment while in captivity, and the unjuft 
means taken to promote her inquisitorial trial, 367 } her 
examination, 368, 3725 an infamous meafure to promote 
her destruction, 3735 her cruel death, 374, but amiable 
character, ib. 5 after me had been dead twenty years, her 

fentence was reverfed, and her memory honoured, 375, 



Armagnac, count of, joins a confederacy againil: the duke 
of Burgundy, 286 ; tranquillity reftored, 287 5 meets a nu- 
merous army of the Duke's, but without giving battle, 
289 5 engages the Parifians with great flaughter, ib. 5 is 
fent for to court, and made prime mini ft er and conftable of 

France, 309 ; his proceedings, 3105 in an infurrection is 
given up and committed, but afterwards releafed, 3195 his 
party in Paris expelled, and he murdered, 320. 

Artois, Robert, duke of, detected of forgery, flies to En- 
gland, 17, 205 re-embarks in an Englifh fleet and takes 
Vennes $ but again loofes it and is mortally wounded, 34, 

Aubriot, Hugh, appointed provoft of the merchants, 208 ; is 
cited to appear before the ecclefiaftical tribunal, and con- 
demned, 212 ; is releafed from prifon by the populace, re- 
tires and ends his days in Burgundy, 214. 

B. 

BRITTANY declare their general oppofition to the king's 
proceedings againft their duke, 183* 

Brittany, Mountford, duke of, difference with de Blois 
about the right of pofleffion, 1565 makes head againft the 
army of the king of Fiance, ib. 5 kills Chailes de Blois ; 
his ftratagem to fave hirafelf, 1585 cited to Paris to an- 
fwer a charge of rebellion, and condemned to lofe his ef- 
tates, 1825 concludes a treaty with the Englifh, 1805 at 
the folicitation of his fubjects, arrives at St. Malo to repel 
a French invafion with great marks of joy, 1855 at a lofs 
how to act after the king's death, as his officers refufes to 
obey him; he makes a treaty with the new king, 209; 
invites ClifTon to his caftle, where he puts him in irons, 
and orders him to be drowned, but through the ftratagem 
of Bavalan the governor he is preferved, 238 $ goes to Pa- 
ris to meet the king of England, and leaves Cliflbn regent, 
258; procures from Richard a reftdration of Breft, ib«; 
dies, 261. 

Brittany, John, duke of, heads an army for the general 
defence of France, 3095 mediates a peace between the; 
dauphin and the duke of Burgundy, 322; preferves tran- 
quillity, 3335 is decoyed by Oliver count of Penthievre, 
and taken prifoner, but releafed by his nobles, 334} 
dies, 344. 

Berry, duke of, moftly fhared in the fortunes of the duke 
of Bourbon, renounces all profits and emoluments in the 

council for the general good, 2845 his unfuccefsful affec- 
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tatlonof modefty to procure attachment, 285; retires from 

court, but returns again, 2865 dies 313. See Charles. 
Burgundy, duke of, appointed regent by the king, 1775 
befieges Ardres, 1795 meets the Englifh army, but is pre- 
vented from attacking them by the king's death, 188; 
his popularity, 2,565 entrufted with the- management of 
the king'*? children^ lb. 5 an inveteracy between him and 
Orleans, 263 ; he receives the reigns of government, 264; 
in repairing to accommodate differences which had arifen 
in his dominions, he expires on the road, 2665 his cha- 
racter, 302. 

Burgundy, John the fearlefs, duke of, takes his feat in 
the council, 267 5 oppofes taxes and becomes the idol of 
the people, ib. 5 aficmbles troops againft the queen and 
duke of Orleans, who fled, 268; he prevents them from 
taking away the dauphin, 269 3 is pacified with Orleans, 
with whom he unites in the government, 270 5 his hatred 
. to Orleans, which produces his afiafli nation, 271, 2725 
conkfi'es the murder and flies, 274; his power awes the 
f.ourt, who negociate his return, 276-, returns and appears ■ 
\ii the council to juftify the horrid deed, and extorts from 
the infane king a juftification of the murder of his brother, 
-77 5 again obtains the government, ib. 5 beats the Liegois 
with great flaughter, 2805 his great popularity notwifh- 
ilanding his horrid deeds, 28 1 ; his confidence reinftatcd 
• by his publicly begging the king's pardon, 2825 appointed 
director to the dauphin, who now poflefTed fupreme autho- 
rity, 285; a powerful confederacy formed againft him by 
feveral princes, which he as powerfully provides againft by 
I ncreafing his allies, 2865 peace obtained, 2873 applies to 
England and obtains fuccaurs, 28S 3 meets the. Armagnacs 
with a numerous army, but could 1 nor come to action, 28c;; 
returns to Paris, where he acquires new ftrcngth, 2.90} 
"his. cruelty, ib. 5 when overcome by numbers he contrives 
a peace, 290, 2915 horrid plot, 2925 mortified by the' 
dauphin, 294 3 renews an infuire£lion in Paris, ib. 3 again 
treats, 297 ; lofes his popularity in Paris, 299 3 oppofes the 
new conftable and enviegles himfelf into favour with the 
new dauphin, 311*, plots to extirpate the government, ib. ; 
after being' active in many diabolical ftratagems, he pro- 
pofes.to aflift Henry IV. of England' to take France, 3145 
joins the Englifh army with 6o,oco men, 3165 a party of 
his followers procure an entry into Paris, 318; he arrives 
in Paris with the queen, 3205 propofes to the dauphiu to 
ihare the government, which is rejected, but at length en- 
ters into a treaty, by which he obtains it, 32S3. in an in- 

tercourfe with the dauphin he is murdered, 3305 his cha- 
racter, 267, 271. 
Burgundy, Phillip, the good, enters into a confedracy with 
the Englifh monarch to revenge the death of his father, 
332 5 reprefents the king at a treaty of peace with England, 
3355 j 0 i ns forces, with the Englifh, 3385 has the offer of 
the government at the death of Henry V. of Eng'and, but 
refufes, 342; after a long attachment to the Englifh he 
concludes a feparatc peace with Charles VII. of France, 
3805 forms a pretext for war with the Englifh, 381:5 be- 
comes a dread to the king of France, 408 ' T his duplicity, 
412; obtains forgivenefs for himfelf and all who adhered 
to him during the reign of Lewis Xlth's father's reign, 
4255 death and character, 470. 

Bur-gundy, Charles, count, afterwards duke of, marries 
Catharine of France, 385 $ is highly honoured By Lewis 
XI, 427, 429 5 a reverie, 432 5 incurs his father's difplea,* 

fure, 441 j commands an army againft the king's forces, 



and- after a defperate engagement feparatcs, 45 1 r at wat 

with the Liegois, 467 5 by an intermarriage with England 
and the death of his father, his power is much increafed, 
which compels the king to make great advantages to him 
in a treaty, 475; goes againft the Liegois and nar- 
rowly efcapes, 482 ^ is jealous of a propofal made to prince 
Charles, the dauphin:' to marry the heirefs of Caftile; he 
therefore offers his daughter to the prince, which is refuf- 
ed, 490; a rafli and fatal act, 509; accufes Lewis of the 
murder of his brother, 522 5 is defeated in his plans, 5245 
formsa plot to atiiftthc king of England to conquer France j. 
531 3 his perfidy, 5355 treacheroufly delivers up the con- 
{table to the king, by whom he is beheaded, 540; goes- 
againft the Swifs, but is worftcd, ib. 541 3 after irreparable 
loffes, is killed in battle ,,544 5 the king of France, on his 
death, fubdues great part of his dominions, and his daugh- 
ter marries the heir of the crown of Germany, Maximili- 
an, 551. 

Bedford, duke of, appointed by Henry V. of England, rem 
gent of France, 342 j exacts an oath of allegiance to the 
Englifh monarch from the Parifians, 343 ; after going to 

fettle affairs, as regent, in England, he returns, 3503 his 
many defects under the prowefs and power of the maid of 
Orleans, 352, 3623 lofes his wife, which diffolves his 
union with the duke of Burgundy, 378 *5 dies, 381. 
Balue, cardinal, becomes the king's confidential, has <a nar- 
row efcape, 457 5 encourages the king, 4763 fris-attach*- 
mc'nt, 485; perfidy, for which he is confined twelve years 
in an iron cage, 487, 

Bull, origin of the golden, in the- Romifli- church, 92. 

Bourbon, duke of, is entrufted with the- care of the young 
king, 203; prcferves his influence at court, 2413 retires, 
245, 2863 refufes to attend court with the duke of Bur- 
gundy, the murderer of the duke of Orleans, 276 5 arms 
againft lord Viry, a marauding invader of rights, whofe 
army he fcouts and takes him prifoner, 2833 joins a pow- 
erful confederacy againft the duke ji Burgundy, but before 
it could be put in operation he dies, 286,287. 

Bertizac, prime miniftcrto the duke of Berry, a ftratagem 
to work his deftruction, 244. 

Dns Bordes routed by fir J. Harlefton, and- his army entire- 
tircly deftroyed, 181. 

BucirAN, earl of, afiifts the dauphin with troops from Scot- 
land, and beats the Englifh^ for which he obtains the of- 
fice of conftable of France, 337 ; i skilled, 347.' 

Buckingham, duke of, arrives in France with a large ar- 
my, 1875 challenges the French army, 188 3 after a te- 
dious and unfuccefsful march arrives in Brittany, and be- 
fieges "Nantes, which he is obliged' to raife, 2093 returns 
with his troops to England, 2 it. 

Brest, beficged by the duke of Brittany, 237. 

Battles, Crecy, 415 Poictiers, 8 1 5 Rofbec, 222; Agin- 
court, 3093 of Herrings, 352; Montcherry, 4503 Liege, 
482'; at fea between the Spanifh and Englifh fleets, which 
was decided in favour of the former, 171. > 

Barbazon, the -brave commander of Melun, taken' prifoner, 

3355 refcued by the army after eight years imprifonment, 
361 3 gains a compl eat victory with 3000 men over 8000, 
366. 

Beauvois, the infamous ihquifitor, who tried Joan of Arc, 
whom fhe relieves, 373; Seethe plate. 

CUSTOM, a" curious one of felling prifoners their freedom, 
456V 
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Chivalry, fee Knight. Charolois, fee Burgundy. 
Ci-issoN, Oliver de, commands a brigade, which puts Du 
Glefclin's army to flight, 1585 his act of cruelty, 172, 

175 ; is befieged in Kempurlay, but cfcapcs, 176 ; con- 
quers Brittany, 1795 agrees to furrcndcr all the fortified 
places in Brittany to the king, 183 ; waits at table at the 
coronation of Edward Vlth, 2.05; made conftable, 2075 
attacks the Flemifh, and routs them with (laughter* 220 ; 

gains a compleat victory, 222 5 is inviegled into the 
power of the duke of Brittany, who imprifons him, 238 , 
ranfoms himfclf and returns to Paris, where he meditates 
vengeance on Mountford, 2395 by an artful fcheme of 
Mountford's, is attacked by Craon, and left for dead but . 
recovers, 250 ; on the afcendency of Berry and Burgundy, 
his ruin is determined, to evade which he flies, but is 
tried and his property conflfcated, 254 5 becomes a fecret 
enemy, ib. 5 is reconciled to Mountford, duke of Bur- 
gundy, 2575 is left regent during his journey to Paris, 
258 5 is advifcd by his daughter to murder the children of 
Mountford and fcize the dukedom, but enraged at fuch 
inhuman advice, he throws a javelin at her, 2615 dies, 
370. 

Charles, afterwards duke of Berry, 429 5 flies to Brit- 
tany, which is a fignal of revolt, 443 $ brings an army to 

bellege Paris, 4535 enters into a negociation, 4545 po- 
verty, 466 5 obtains the province of Guienne, 487 , 
weaknefs, ib. ; has an acquisition to his apanage, 489 ; 
fends to demand the heirefs of Caftile, ib. 5 which he 
afterwards breaks off. Burgundy offers his daughter, but 
in vain, 490 5 afterwards renews that propofal, but which 
never took place, 512; deceives his fubjects, 516; enters 
into a league againft France, 5 19 j is poifoned by his bro- 
ther, the infamous Lewis Xlth, 520. 
Captivity, a tedious one, 346. 

Clarence, duke of, takes Pontoife, 328; made governor 

of Paris, 3365 brings his army againft that of the dau- 
phin, where he is flain and his army difperfed, 337. 
Calais, the famous fiege of, fee the plate 49. 

Cruelty, act of, 113, 134, 170, 172, 175, 206, 218, 
219% 222, 223, 225, 280, 290, 2971 309, 320, 321, 

339> 377> 39°> 46*^524, 54°> 54*, 554> 557- 

Craon, at court, 2475 is expelled through the perfidy of 
Mountfort, who blames it on CliiTon out of revenge, 2485 
he meditates a reprifal, and with a banditti attacks Cliffon, 

and leaves him for dead, 2505 flies into Brittany, his 

effects are conflfcated, his houfe deftroyed, and his wife 
turned deftitute into the ftrcet, ib.j he is demanded by 
the king, but denied by Burgundy, ib. 

Charles Vth, furnamed the wife, crowned, 154; declares 
war againft Navarre, ib. 5 againft England, 169 5 his army 
fucceisfnl in taking feveral garrifons, 170 ; return to Paris 
for its defence, 175 ; concludes a truce with England, ib. 5 
renews the war on the acceftion of Richard lid, and de- 
ftroys many fea port towns in England, 178 ; two fruitlefs 
attempts to poifon him, by Charles, the bad king of Na- 
varre, 180 ; dies, 188. 

Charles Vlth, a minor, under the care of the dukes of 
•Bourbon and Burgundy, while the regency is in the hands 
of the duke of Anjou, 203 j crowned, 205 5 goes with 
an army againft the Flemings, 221 ; returns to Paris, 224; 
his arbitrary judgment, 225 ; marries Ifabella of Bavaria, 
2325 a fleet projected to make a defcent upon England, 

which is difperfed by a ftorm, 236 5 differs with the duke 
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of Guelders, 240; propofes to the duke to take the reigns 
of government, 241 ; concludes a truce with England, 
2425 fends an army againft the infidels, 245, 2465 re- 
news the war with England, 249 - y to revenge the attempts 
of Craon to murder his favourite Cliffon, he arms and 
follows the culprit into Brittany, 251; fees a fpectre in 
the foreft of Mans (fee the plate), 252 5 becomes infane 
and attacks his attendants, but is fecured, 253 ; is reftored 
to his fenfes, ib.; attends a mafquerade and is remarkably 
prefcrved, 255; his difbrder returns at intervals for the 
remaining 30 years of his life, 256; aflifts the king of 
Hungary againft the Turks, but ills army moftly killed, 
2595 his dreadful fituation through negligence, 270; a 
proof of the attachment of his people to him, 282 ; 
convokes a bed of juftice, 286 ; heads an army againft 
the duke of Burgundy, 300 5 dies, 342. 
Charles Vllth, when dauphin, prefcrved by the provoft 
from the prevailing difafters of Paris, and leaves the city, 
3195 affumes the regency during his father's infanity, 
and eftablifhes a parliament, 322 ; a conference held to 
fettle a peace with England, which Henry makes fo peremp- 
tory, that the dauphin breaks it off, 3275 enters into a 
treaty with the duke of Burgundy, by which they govern 
the nation in conjunction, 328 ; procures Burgundy to be 
maffacred at an interview, 3305 an union of princes to 
revenge his death, 331 ; is denounced at Paris as guilty of 
leze majefty, and forfeits his eftates, 335; obtains fuc- 
cours from Scotland, who, under earl Buchan, b«ats the 
Englifli army, and kills the duke of Clarence, 3365 his 
power increases, 3375 on the death of his father becomes 
king, the difaftrous commencement of his reign, 343, 
345 5 lofes a battle which muft have defeated all his ftra- 
tagems, but for a favourable incident, 348 5 obtains Brit- 
tany's affiftance, 349 5 again lofes it by the influence of 
the Englifli, 351; befieges Rheims, 3585 Paris, after 
having been 15 years in the hands of the Englifli,- is again 
put into his poffefilon, 3825 his entry, 383 5 a confpiracy 

againft him, which mifcarries, 385 5 befieges Pontoife, but 
after 3 months was forced to abandon it with great lofs, 
3895 but returns and takes it, 390 5 a confederacy, 391 ; 
quelled without bloodmed, 3925 a truce with England for 
6 years, 3945 goes againft the Swifs at the inftigation of 
the emperor, but is feverely beat, which promotes a peace, 
3955 difbands his troops, 396; taking advantage of the 
difturbed ftate of England, refolves to drive them from his 
territory, 399; in 12 months takes all Normandy, 400; 
and Guienne, 402 5 Guienne retaken, ib. 5 refufes the 
dauphin's affiftance, 403; entirely deftroys an fipglifli 
army under earl Talbut, ib. 5 take Guienne, 404 ; a new 
plot, 4075 appoints a bed of juftice to- try the duke of 
Alencon, who was concerned, ib. ; befieges England, 41 ! 5 
is taken ill, 4145 refufes to take food, from having formed 
a refolution to die, which is effected, 4155 character, 
416 5 extraoidinary dreffes during his reign. 
Courage, Lewis Xlth'sidea of it, 381, 

D. 

DUNOIS, fee Orleans. 

Desmarets John, his character and unjuft death, 225. 
Dauphin, fee Charles Vllth and Lewis Xlth. * 

Dauphin, mortifies Burgundy, 2945 is at length forced to 
give up his adherents to the duke, 295 ; obtains an army 
of the duke to enforce his power in the capital, which 

flies, 299 j procures a ftrong armament againft Burgundy, 
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300 ; treats with him, 302 ; his change of conduct dif- 
graceful, ib. 5 dies, 310. 

Dauphin, dies, 314. 

E. 

ENGLAND fends the biihop of Norwich with an army to 
arTift the Flemifli againft France, and takes feveral towns, 
226; not being fupplied from England, is forced to aban- 
don them, and return with a mattered army to England, 

227; devaluations, 187. 
Edward, prince of Wales, furnamed the black prince, 
after having been engaged nearly in all the warlike pro- 
ceedings of his father, Edward Hid, particularly famed 
for gaining the memorable battles of Crecy and Poictiers, 
and his generous treatment of prifoners, dies at Weftmin- 
ftcr, 17S. 

Edward Hid, of England, difputes the crown with Philip 
Vlth, of France, 3 j dees homage to the king of France, 
115 afllur.es the titles of " vicar of the empire,*' and 
u king of France/* to obtain the afiiftancc of the vafial 

princes, 245 marches his army into Fiance, 25 ; in perfon 
commands a fleet of 240 fail, and defeats 400 fail, 275 
his troops ha; railed, he agrees to a truce, 28 5 fends a fleet 
to fecond the pretenfions of count Mount fort to Brittany, 
32 ; after a truce agreed to be for 3 years, but not per- 
formed, Edward embarks, and takes the Peri gord, 365 
lands a powerful army in Normandy, 3$ 5 defeats Philip, 
435 takes Calais after a tedious fiege, and determines to 
put to death its defenders, but at the reprcfentation of its 
governor deftfts 5 he then demands the death of 6 of its 
principal citizens, but after his nobles and the prince of 
Wales had foliched in vain to have them fparcd, his queen 
prevails on him, 50 (fee the plate) 5 fights in fingle com- 
bat with Ribaumont, 51, 52; again invades France, 67 
to 77 5 enters with a formidable army, 132; grants a truce 

to the duke of Burgundy for 3 years, 1343 goes with a 
ilrong army into Caftile, to oppofc the progrefs of Henry 
of Tianftamare and du Gucfclin, 1625 quits the title of 
king 0/ France, 167 $ dies, 178. 
Events, lemarkable ones 5 an hail ftorm which perhaps was 

the means of producing peace between the French and 
Enelifn nations, 1 36. 

F. 

FP.ANCE, its fituation after its king, John lid, was taken 
prifoner, S7 ; a general revolt, U25 a dreadful retort, 1145 
flate in 1364, 149; it's fleet, defcribed, 1795 ftatc of lite- 
rature and arts in 1380, 196; ancient government reftored, 
207 ' y Irate of the church, 210 5 its new form of govern- 
ment, 2765 crown demanded by Heniy Vth, of England, 
303 j allows Henry to be king, 3325 horrid fituation, 
336 5 poverty, 3425 poffefiions of the Englilli in France, 
343 j fVefh difafters, 345, 346 ; ufeful incident, 348 j 
tranquillity once more eftablifhed but of no long duration, 
396. 

Flemish, headed by Colin Zannequin, a nfherman, meets 
Philip Vlth in battle, 75 his army totally defhoyed after 
having performed wonders, 8 5 their count Lewis reinftated, 
9; again deprived, 21 5 defeated by the Englilli, 235 de- 
feated with vaft flaughter by Clifton and John de Vienne, 

2225 arTHted by the Englilli, 226. 
Fastolfe, or Falltaff, fir John, gains the famous battle of 

Kening before Orleans, 352 ] flies before the maid of Or- 
lesi ns, and locfes his honours of the garter, &c. 357. 



Famine, a dreadful one, 50, 62, 3S3. 
Friendship, curious proof of,. 270. 

G. 

GENOA added to the French crown, 2 5S; commotions 
theie, 264. 

Guesclin, Bertrand du, his intiepidity, 127; appointed to 
command by John lid, 1455 takes Nantes, 149 ; beats j. 
Navarre fe army, 1545 Longueville given him, 155; co- 
vered with wounds furrenders to Mont fort, 1 58 ; is appointed 
to head the banditti, or companies, ngainil king Pedro of 
Caltilc, for which his ranfom is paid, 1635 his progrefs on 
the pope's territory, 162 ; taken by the Englilli, 163 ; his 
-gracious reception by the princefs of Wales, 161 (fee the 
plate) 5 purchafes his liberty and raiies another army, 164; 
returns to France and engages the Engli/h army with fuc- 
cefs, 1725 refigns his office of conftable of France, but 
on the folicitation of the nobles refumes it, 3875 dies, ib. 

n. 

HENRY Vth, of England, demands the crown of France, 
which he feconds with a large army, 303 5 rights the French 
at Azinecourt, and with about one fourth their number 
gains a brilliant victory, 309; embarks for England, 305, 
300. 5 propofes to negoctatc but without effect, 3 13 ; land 
again and is joined by the duke of Burgundy, 3165 makss 
amazing- progrefs in Normandy, 3175 after repeated fuc- 
cefies, at an intercourfe for terms of peace, he fdtts in love 
with the king of France's daughter, 327 ; the negociation 
broke off, he takes Pontoifc with vail booty, 328 ; taking 
advantage of the general alarm, he obtains encouragement 
from many towns to afpirc to the crown, 332 ; concludes a 
treaty with the king, which grants him the crown, 335; 
his fplendour in Paris, 336 ; returns to England after mar- 
rying the princefs, ib. ; on the defeat of the Englilh army, 
he returns again to France, 337; his army in want of 

provillons, and beat, 338; after fettling the affairs of 
France, lie dies, 342. 
La Hike, a French general under Charles Vllth, 343 ; beat 

at the battle of Herrings, 352; introduces pro vi lions to 
Oi leans, 354; taken prifoner, but afterward being relea- 

fed, gains a brilliant victory, 378; dies, 392. 
Henneeonne befteged and bravely defended by Jane, coun- 

tefsof Mcntfort (fee the plate), 32. 
Hail, a dreadful ftorm which fprcad defolation, 136. 

ISABELLA, queen of Charles Vlth, her attachment to 
and criminal intercourfe with her huiband's brother, the 
duke of Orleans, 559; vefted with the power during her 
hufbancPs infanity, herfliamcful abufc of it, by neglecting 
him and her children, 265, 267 ; leaves Paris on the duke 
of Burgundy's approach, 268 ; her pomp and luxury amidft 
the national diftrefs, 270 ; again flies on the increafe of 
Burgundy's power, and fortifies Melun, 277 ; returns with 
a large army to Paris on his flight, and again takes the 
authority, 278; inltitutes a bed of jnftice to try the 
duke, his fentence, 279 ; on a victory of the duke over 
the Liegoes, (he again retires from Paris, taking the 
king and dauphin with her, 280 ; is caught in her 

amours by the king, who, after ordering her lover, the 

Lewis Bourbon, to be drowned, defpoils her of her 
power and property, 315; is releafed from captivity by 

an application to Burgundy, 317; .arrives in Paris and 
is kindly received by the king, 3 20; denounces Yen- 
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geance on the murderers of the infamous duke of Bur- 
gundy, and joins the . fucceeding duke againft her fon, 
afterwards Charles VI Ith, 330; dies, 381. 
Jews recalled for 2Q years after their banifhment, 340 5 re- 
sidence prolonged and many privileges granted, 204; 
pillaged, their houfes deftvoyed, and papers burnt by the 
populace, 206. 

John lid crowned, 60 ; unjuftly and illegally puts the count 
Eu to death, 615 rejects the propofals of Edward to give 
up his pretenfions to the crown of France, 63 ; convenes 
the three eftates, 70 ; reforms many abafes, 72 5 feizes 
Charles the bad, king of Navarre, and fevcral of his no- 
bles, fome of whom he decapitates j the king is conducted 
to Palis, 75 ; meets the prince of Wales ami engages in 
battle, Si 5 furrenders hhnfelf piifor.er to Dennis dcMor- 
oec (fee the plate), after fu fieri ng 60, coo men to be burnt 
by Sooo, S4; the prince's: generality, 85; annuls the 
decree of the dates which raifes new impoits, 96 5 con- 
veyed to England, h'j entrance there, 973 agrees to terms 
for his ran torn and the fecurity of peace, but which ap- 
peared 10 unreafonablc, that the reject and nobles of 
France reject it, 132; is relcafed and returns to Paris, 
4385 fends an army againft a bandit 'cl of 16,000 men, 

but his troops are defeated with great lofs, 143 5 goes to 
England, 14S 3 dies in London, 149. 

FCNOWLES, fir Robert, marches from Calais with an army 
againft. the French, but is defeated, 172, 

L. 

LANGUEDOC, opprcflivc taxes there, 243. 

Lombards, the only money lenders except the Jews in the 

14th century, 206. 
Literature, irate of in the 14th century, 198. 
La on, bifhop of (fee Marcel), efcapes a j uft death by flight, I2r. 
Land, prodigious difference in its value in 1328 and 1762, 5. 
Lancaster, John of GaonU duke of, left in France to 

command the army of Edward Hid, T71 ; fails to afllft the 

garrifons in Brittany, 1S05 beileges St. Maloes, ib. ; 

marches with an army through Champagne but to no 
effect, 173; is defeated by the Spanifli fleet, 171, 

Lance, defcription of a lance, 245, 396. 

Lewis Xlth's noble idea of courage, 381; when dau- 
phin is married, 3825 engages in a confpiracy to take 

the government, 3$ 6, ; reduced to obedience,. 3S7 j 
makes an unfuccefsful attack upon the Swifs, 39 5 5 mar- 
ries again, 4015 invited to return to court, 404; rebels 
again and flies, 4055 is confulted by the council on his 
father's illnefs, 414 5 on the death of his father he is 
crowned at Rheims, 424 \ fplcndidentiy into Pans, 425 5 
fends fome troops to England with the queen Margaret of 
Anjou, 430 \ aftifts the king of Arragon, againft the Cata- 
lonians, 431 ; refols r es to attack the duke of Brittany, 
but an accommodation takes place, 435; difcontcnts of 
the people, 440 ; a general confederacy formed amongft 
the princes, 444 5 compels the duke of Bourbon to make 
peace, 446 ; meets the Burgnndian army under Charolois, 
and after a violent battle feperates, 449 ; enters Paris, 
452 ; an enormous army befiege Paris, but a truce agreed 

on; 455; makes a treaty with Brittany, who afiifrshim 
to take the province of Normandy from his brother, 464 ; 
invites inhabitants to come and relide in Paris, on account 
of the numerous deaths there, 469 ; goes againft Brittany, 

472 j treats with Burgundy, 475; on meeting to fettle 



the terms he is violently chagrined at a dlfcovery of his 

bafely exciting the Liegois to rebellion, for which he is 
held prifoner, 478 ; joins the duke as bafely to quell the 
Liegois, and has a narrow cfcape, 402 ; returns to Paris 
and meets with a mortifying circumstance, 484; ftrength- 
ens his interefc by advifmg his brother's marriage into the 
king of Canute's family, 4S9 5 reduces Gafcony to obe- 
dience, 493 5 goes againft Brittany, but tiia fiege ends in 
a negotiation, 494 ; after fome events of mifunderftanding 

with Burgundy tranquility is reftored, 5or 5 after holding 
a council he renews the war with Burgundy, 506 ; pros- 
pers, 509 ; when in certain profpeci of conqueft, he 
We-ikly fubmits to Burgundy's infinuation for a truce, 512 ; 
difc »'crs a plot • of his brother Charles's, 5135 Invaded 
Guiejiuc, 5195 takes it, 523 5 is accufed of the murder 
of his brother, for which Burgundy threatens him, 522; 
obtains aav-intages over Burgundy, 524; a truce, 5265 
his cruelty among numerous other infranccs, 527 ; plot to 
poifo.1 him difcevcred, 529 5 a lcrious league between the 
duke of Burgundy and king of England, who c'emandi 
his crowri, 531, 5325 Lewis treats him with prefects, 
and " 

dcatii 
ho 

incrcafes his allies, 553, meets Maximilian, ev-^crLr of 

Germany, but foon ligns a truce, 5555 new hostilities, 
557 5 after affiancing the dauphin to Maximilian's daugh- 
ter, a general peace enfues, 5 595 finding his end approach, 
gives advice to his fon, which is drawn from his own dc- 
teftablc conduct, 560 j furrounded with the torments of a 
guilty confciencc, he fcqucfters himfelf in a mifevable 
abode, 561, 563 \ dies, 565 j infamous character, 566. 

M. 

ST. MICHAEL'S, military order of, efcabliflied, 566. 
Montague, prime minifter, executed by order of the duke 
of Burgundy, 283, 292. 

Minority, at what age the dauphins of France ended it, 
176, 254. 

Massacre, dreadful inftances of, 9, 37; fee cruelty. 

Mont fort 1 count of, aflerts his right to be duke of Brit- 
tany, 29 5 is fummoned to Paris, 30 ; efcapes but is taken 
prifoner at Nantes, 325 obtains his releafe and heads an 

Englilh army, 37; dies, ib. 
Montport, fee Brittany. 

Montfort, Jane countefs of, after her huiband was taken 
prifoner, flie bravely headed the garrifon at Hennebonne 
to repel the invaders, fallics out and burns their camp, 32 
(fee the plate) 5 fights on board the Englifh fleet, 335 
obtains a victory and takes Charles of Blois prifoner, 46. 

Marcel, proveft of Paris, excites the people to insurrec- 
tion, 91, 97 j his villainous plan expofed, 1035 his ad - 

drefs to the people againft the dauphin, 104 ; tumultuoufly 

enters the regent's apartment and murders hisofficers, 106; 

is humbled by the prince's fuperior fkill, 112 3 killed by 

John Maillard, 120. 

Mail lard John, his fpirited conduct faves the capital, and 

reinitiates the regent of Charles in his power, 120. 

NORMANDY, duke of, is appointed regent of France, S6 ; 

calls an afi'embly of the Hates* 95, zoo 5 afferts his au- 
thority, 995 Navarre attempts to poifon him, 102, 176; 

addreflcs the people of Paris on their violent agitation, 

103 ; lofes his power but refolves on a change in his affairs, 
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109; after the plot of Marcel had mifcarried, he re-enters 
Paris to the general joy of the citizens, 121 $ a confpiracy 
formed in Paris by the king of Navarre againft his life, 

Navarre, Charles the bad, king of, maiTacrcsthc favourite 
of John lid, who in vain attempts to chaftifc him, 63, 
665 obtains forgivenefs from John, 67 5 forms a plot, 6S5 
is feized by John, 755 makes his efcape, 1005 repairs to 
. Paris after his partizans had obtained his fafe patTport, ib. 
101 5 his power over the dauphin, 102 j makes demands 
on Charles the regent, 105 5 fummoncd to Paris again, 

116 ; his perfidious treaty with the regent, 117 ; figned a 
treaty with England againfi: France, 122 ; take many 
towns, 1245 again afks a treaty, 1285 is included under 
the Englifh treaty in the general amnefty, 137; poifons 
Eadfol, a leader of banditti, whom he pretended to engage 
in his fervice, 144; renews hoftilitics againft Fiance, 
148 ; endeavours to engage a jew to poifon the regent, and 
on his refufal has him drowned, iSoj dies, 237. 

ORIGIN cf the life of cannon, 44 ; 01" the words " Ich 
Dien," I ferve in thi prince of Wales arms, ib. 5 of the 
name of that difeafe called St. Anthony's fire, 189; of 

the woollen cloth manufactory in France, ib. 5 of the 
royal library at Paris, 198 5 making paper in France, 199 ; 

of fpccracles, 1985 of the word Hugonot/' 212; of 
ftate letters, which fufpends all actions during a campaign, 
227 5 of .bombs, 419 $ of printing, 4203 of cutting for 

the flone, 567. 

Orleans, duke of, appointed regent of France during the 
king's indifpofition, '2555 unfortunate curiofity, ib. 5 
criminal intercourfe with the queen, 259 ; impofes bur- 
denfomc taxes, and lives in unrivalled lplendour, 262, 
2635 hoftilitics with Burgundy, which is again accommo- 
dated on his joint government, 2645 new hoftilitics with 
Burgundy but ends in peace, 270 5 after a mutual inter- 
course Burgundy hires afiafiins to murder htm, which is 
effected, 272; character, 271. 

Orleans, countefsof, after many fruitlcfs attempts to re- 
venge the murder of her huiband, dies, 281. 

Orleans, duke of, forms a confederacy with the duke of 
Burgundy againft the king, 390 ; is drawn off from it by 
the Icing, which proves his downfall, 392 3 is reproached 
by the king, 442 5 dies, ib» 

Orleans, baftard of, afterward count Dunois, the duchefs 
chaiges him to revenge his father's death, 281; joins a 
confederacy againft the duke of Burgundy, 2S6 j demands 
juftice on Burgundy for the murder of his father, 289 5 is 
taken prifoner by theEnglifh and not liberated for 25 years, 
^09; defeats the Engliili, 3505 takes Chartres, 377; 
enters a confpiracy againft the king but repents, 386 5 takes 
Mans, 397. 

P. 

PRAGMATIC fan&ion defcribed, 384, 428. 

Phillip**, confort of Edward Hid, of England, defeats 
the Scot:'ifh army and takes their king, 47 5 repairs to 
Calais, where fhe intercedes for the brave garrifon, 48. 

Poictiers, battle of, 8i\ 

Popes, their exactions, 234. 

Plot to burn the fleet, diicovercd, 233; an infamous one 
difcovcred, 511 5 to deliver Paris to the dauphin, 341. 

Philip VI th Crowned, 4 ; annexes Champagne and Brie to 
his crown, 6 j makes war againft the Flemifh, ib. 5 entirely 

deftroys their army, 8 j mailacres 10,000 for rebellion, 9 $ 



fettles a difpute between the clergy and nobility, 1 1 ; Ms 
troops defeated in Flanders by the Englifh, who, at the 
folickation of Robert of Ar!:cis, makes war, 21, 23 ; nei- 
ther his threats nor the -pope's bulls can feperate the rn, 26; 
his fleet of 400 fail defeated, and'moftly taken by an En- 
glifii Meet of 240, 27 ; obtains the emperor's ir.tcieft, 29 * 
a truce with England for 3 years, 34 ; his cruelty kv fc veral 
noblemen of Brittany cauics complaints, and iciicws huf- 
tilities, 35 ; Philip attacks a powerful army and is defeated, 

Paris, dreadful ftate of it, 118, 320, 206, 3185 infur- 

rection there, 214, 318; dh.empers, 468 ; pj.cr being 15 
years in the handsel' the Englifh, is delivered up to Charles 
Vllth, 382. 

R. 

ROUEN", an infurrection there, ; eytraoruinary rcfolu- 
tion of its inhabitants to prcfervc the town, 3265 a ftrava- 
gem todeliverit, which failed, 376. 

Richard lid, of England, marries Ifabclla, daughter to 

Charles Vlth, 257; is depofed and Henry IVth afcends 
the throne, 261. 

Richemont, count of, joins the Trench army with his troops 
on an offer of the conftable's fword, 344, 348; by his in- 
fluence with the duke of Brittany he obtains ajfiftancc for 
Charles, 349; makes an' unfuccefsful fiege of Pontorfon, 
ib. ; obtains his rcleafe from England, where he hud been 
taken prifoner on condition to join the duke of Brittany, 
338 j enters Paris, 382; takes Mcaux, 384; fucceedsto 

the dukedom of Brittany on that nobleman's death, 411 ; 
dies, ib. S. 
SWISS in defence of their liberties attacks the confederated 
armies of Fiance, Germany and England, and beats them 
with great Daughter, 395. 

Stewart arrives from Scotland with an army, who lights 
againft the Englifh, is defeated and taken but exchanged 
for Pole, 345 5 promoted, 346. 

Sigismukd, emperor of Germany, pretends to negotiate 
peace, meanwhile he enters into t: eaty tolaiiift England, 314. 

Stratagem, a cruel one, 246. 

Superstition, uncommon inftance, 58. 

Siege of Journay, 28 5 Calais, 45, 48 ; Rheims, 133 ; Saint 
Malo, 1 So j Ghent, 21S, 2195 Dam, 233; Harfleur, 313; 
Cherburg, 323; Rouen, 3255 Chateau Gailland, ib. ; 

Mcaux, 3395 34°.; Orleans, 351 to 3 56 5 Corr.peigne, 365; 
Lagny, 3773 Caftillon,403 5 Beauvois, 524;Perpignon, 534. 

T. 

LE TREMOILE rccommmend to king Charles as a favou- 
rite, is made prime minifter,349 $ a confpiracy formed againft 
him, 379 5 difplaced, ib. ; forms a plot againft the king, and 
puts the dauphin at the head, 385 5 it mifcarries but he is 
pardoned, 387. 

Taxes, people oppofe paying them, 204 • impofts aboliflied 
but reftoredand increased, 206. 

V. 

VIENNE Johnde, the brave defender of Calais, obliged to 
furrender, 48 5 with a fleet ravages thcEngliih coafts, and 
burns feveral fea ports, 178; goes againft the Flemings, 
220; makes great flaughter, 222. 

WIFE, the duke of Brittany's idea of the necefiary qualifica- 
tions of one, 393. 
Warwick, earl of, arrives in France, being baniftied England, 

499. 

Wild, John, boldly defends Liege, 480. 



